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Westlndies 992 

drugsandchemlc8ls,acid,acetic,Norway  432 

Switzerland 1073 

carbolic,  Norway 433 

lactic,  iVance 856 

Netheriands <M 

nitric  and  sulphuric,  Spain 1024 

oxaUc.Spatn 288 

saliOTUc,  Norway 433 

sulpnuilc,  Spain 80 

Wartlndles 16 

alum,  chrome,  Bwltzniand 18 

aniline  <dl  and  salts,  Norway 433 

"baritina,"  Spain 80 

benzcateot  soda,  Spain. 1034 

bichromate  of  potash  and  soda,  Nor- 
way   433 

borax.  United  States 113 

bwshic.  United  Kingdom 784 

camphor,  synthettcBwltierland.....  608 

carbonate  of  magnesia,  Spain 388 

castor  oU.  Spain lOM 

Central  America 336,448 

chemicals,  Brazil 768 

France 1184 

Netherlands 160 

Orient 96 

photographic.  Central  America. .  513 

Spain 753,1068 

Russia 1006 

Spatai 513,502,634,656,1153 

Switzerhmd 160,938 

chloride  otcaldnm,  Netherlands 624 

chlorine,  Netherlands 624 

ooating  fotmuls,  paper  and  linen, 

Aus&alla 338 

oodein,  France 6S6 

cream  of  tartar  substitutes,  United 

Kingdom 448,693 

creolin,  Spain 1034 

disinfectants,  BrazU 768 

Colombia 178 

Venezuela 576 

drugs,  Argentina 191 

Australia 18 

BrasU 788,1072 

Colombia 234 

France 400 

Peru MO 

Portugal 256 

Spabl 304,400,513,560,976 

ether,  sulphuric,  Spain 1034 

formaldehyde,  Canada 416 

France 656 

gas,  carbtmic  add,  Canada 976 

glycerin,  Spain 1034 
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VMm  trade  opportunities,  dmgs  and  ^em- 

lc«U,Tndi» 624 

insecticides,  BraiU 724 

UruguAT 448 

lampblack,  Central  Amnlea 780 

lanolin,  France 04 

maeonta  mlts,  France 632 

medicines,  homeopathic,  Honduras. .  056 

patent,  Argentina 112 

Australia 91 

British  East  Africa.. „ 216 

Central  America 324 

East  Africa 612,536 

India 660 

Spain 824 

stock.  Venetuela *60 

WestAfrica g6 

morphine,  France 600 

nitrate  of  potash,  Switzerland 66 

oxide  of  barioni,  Spain 48 

paraaitTolphenol,  Norway 480 

puanitjoltulol,  Norway ^ 

pbaniucetitif^  products,  Colombia..  264 

Cuba 124 

Fiance ™ 

Ketherlands 600 

HussU IM* 

SiberU 208 

Spain 592,624,072 

phenol,  Konray 492 

potash,  caustic,  United  Kingdom... .  632 

potash,  Switserland 860 

potash  carlxmate,  United  Kingdom . .  696 

potassium  chlorate,  Netherlands 660 

Sissia 724 

salol,  Netherlands 604 

soda,  caustic,  Chile 124 

CuK 944 

India 292 

Japan MJ 

Norway *92 

Switxerland 32 

United  Kingdom 548 

sodaash,Cube 960 

Japan 592 

sodium  bromide,  Spain 1092 

Spain ..\7r.. 960,824 

sulphate  barium,  Spain ^ 

sulphate  of  copper,  France 680 

Greece 260 

Spain  824 

Switzerland 1196 

salphideofantimony.Netherlands...  652 

Sweden 880,1124 

tanning  materials.  Far  East 734 

dyes  and  dyestufb,  aniline,  Spain 1184 

ooloim  aniline,  Spain '•"'JS 

moist  water,  Russia -n"-  276 

SpaUi 800,912,1140 

dyes,  aniline,  Netherlands 652 

firaiil... 1024 

dyestufls,  France 32,488 

Japan 516 

SpEto 1200,1292 

indigo,  India 116 

earthenware.    Ste  china   and    earthen-  76 

ware, 
eggs.    See  poultry  and  eggs, 
electric  fixtures.    S«  gas  and  electric  flx- 

tmes. 
alectrical  uiparatns,  armatures,  Norway 

and  Sweden 640 

Brasll 384 

cut-outs,  Far  East 36^ 

dynamas,  Norway  and  Sweden 640 

Spain 944 

VenMuela 576 

electric.  Far  East 704 

fuis,FarEast 368 

WestAMca 640 

eencrators.  Spam 944 

01bfaItar....\T7: 880 

holders,  hght.  Far  East 368 

Installaticiis,  Venezuela 960 

Insulating  materials,  Spain 816 

Insolator  pins,  Spain 816 

novelties,  Spab 128 

70821^17 8 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  electrical  appa- 
ratus, Norway 176 

Portugal 612 

sockets,  key  lamp,  Switzerland 1134 

Spain 944 

specialities,  Norway  and  Sweden  —  Wt 

switches.  Far  East 368 

tape,  insulating,  Spain 816 

elevators,  passenger,  France 832 

embrotdertee.  S<r  laces  and  embroideries. 

engineering  supplies,  draftsmen's  sup- 
plies. Spain. 1040 

explosives,  Chile 1072 

dynamite,  Chile 1072 

areworks,  Chile 672 

fuses,  Chile 1072 

gelignite,  Chile 1072 

feathers.    See  birds  and  feathers. 

feedstufls,  bran,  Cuba 1040 

hay,  Cuba 992,1040 

Westlndies 884 

oatbran,Cuba 3«* 

Switzerland 480< 

Venezuela 49* 

See  aim  agriculture. 

fartUixers,  phosphate,  acid,  Spain 736' 

acid  calcium  and  sodium.  United 

Kingdom 692: 

Spain 368- 

fibers,  agave,  Spain 912: 

foods,  South  Africa 644' 

emp,  cotton,  Canada 849 

Norway 320 

piassava,  Argentina 272 

rope,  sisal  and  manila,  British  West 

Indies 1072 

WestAfrica 640' 

sisal  grass,  Spafa] 912' 

Spain 816' 

vessels,  British  West  Indies 1216- 

See  aim  bags  and  bagging:  cotton. 

filters,  watv,  West  Africa 640" 

flsh  and  fisheries,  sponges.  Denmark 762 

Savn-iag  extracts.  Central  America 496- 

Fruit  extracts,  Spain 528 

vanilla,  Spain 52* 

SnltzM-land 8fl»- 

Westlndies H? 

aour,  China 320' 

colonial  possession 848 

Cnba 304,1040- 

Greece 224: 

Mexico 368 

patent,  Norway 736 

Porto  felco 480,624,832 

•  Spate 528 

Westlndies 128,672,992 

wheat,  Venezuela 832, 1120 

foodstuffs,  Argentina 736- 

beans,  Cuba 304,992,1040 

Greece 224' 

biscuits,  East'Atrica. '.'.'.". 288 

FarEast 528 

Slam 848 

Brazil 1134 

canned  goods,  Argentina 384' 

Chile 6Se 

Cuba 992,1046 

Dominican  Republic 496 

Netherlands 176 

Vene?.uela 1120 

coconut  butter,  Canada ■  944' 

Spain -■  •  ■  528 

codfish,  Cuba 304 

Porto  Rico 1134 

Spain 368 

Westlndies 128 

Colombia 224 

commeal,  Cuba 1040' 

Porto  Rico 480,6241 

Spain 528 

com  products,  Brazil 1134' 

cornstarch.  Far  East 400' 

fish,  caimed,  Chile ,144 

Switzerland 1^ 

Venezuela Jjz 

dried,  Porto  Rico 62* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XVI 


INDKX   TO  COMl^EHCE   EEPOHTS. 


Poreign  tiade  opportunities,  (oodstufls,  fish, 
OHtot. 


preserved,  Sp 
South  America. 
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96 
848 
480 


gelatin,  BraiU 448 

Japan BSf2 

grocerns,  Argentina 484 

Chile , «sa,672 

Colombia 128 

Cuba 128 

South  America^ 480 

Venezuela 644,1120 

herring,  Netherlands 298 

lobster,  Switzerland 1088 

Mexico 368 

Mes,Ciiba 204 

Porto  Rico 944 

potatoes,  Argentina 384 

Cuba 304,992,1040 

potato  flour,  Canada 480 

Netherlands 624 

preserves,  Porto  Rloo 480 

Slam 848 

South  America 480 

Spain 400 

provlsicns,  Argentina 384,736 

British  East  Africa S76 

Chile 672 

Colombia 224 

Cube 128 

East  Africa 812 

Hexioo 368 

PortoRlco 640 

Slam 848 

Switzerland 384 

Venezuela 644,832 

WestAfrica 800 

rice,  Argentina 384 

Chile 144,656 

Cuba 092 

Dominican  Republic 496 

Greece 224 

PortoRlco 496,624,832,1134 

South  America 480 

Venezuela 112,832,1120 

Westlndles 240 

salmon,  Porto  Rico 480,1134 

sardines,  Venezuela 832 

shrimp,  Cuba 1040 

Spain 624 

specialties,  Argentina 191 

starch,  Cuba 992 

Switzerland 384 

tapioca  flour,  Canada 480 

vegetables,  canned,  Spain 400 

dried,  Argentina 384 

Sw-iteerland 1088 

See  alto  agriculture;  grain, 
foundries  and  machine  shops,  supplies, 

machiaeshop,  Brazil 112 

irult,  apples,  Argentina 384,730 

Canada 448 

Argentina 608 

dried,  Venezuela 1120 

Orient 96 

PortoRlco 624 

■preserved,  Switzerland 384 

Spain 400 

Switzerland 1088 

See  alto  apiculture. 

fuel,  benzol,  Norway 432 

oxygen  gas,  Porto  Rico 304 

See  alto  cool, 
furnaces.    Sff  stoves  and  furnaces, 
himiture,  backs,  veneer  chair,  Switzer^ 

land 976 

bedsteads.  East  Africa 272 

chairs,  Argenthia 64 

France 272 

oflice,  France 912 

Chile 672,960 

Colombia 128 

Cuba 1040 

desks,  office,  France 912 

DonUnlcan  Republic 496 

hospital,  Spain 432 

Iron,  West  Africa 640 

metal  parts,  Spain 1072 

mission,  New  Zealand 144 


Page. 

Foreign  trade  opportQnltiea,fumltar«,  office, 

Argentina 64 

Russia 400 

seats,  veneer  chair,  Switzcrboid 976 

store  Oztures,  East  AlMca 448,612,502 

wooden,  West  Africa 640 

gas  and  electric  flztures,  cbandeUers,  Far 

East 704 

eleotrlo.  Far  East 368 

Portugal 928 

SguthAlrica 16 

WestAfrica 640 

gas.  New  Zealand 672 

Spain 1008 

glass  and  glassware,  baskets,  Spain 144 

bottles,  Aigentma.. 736 

b«er,Oreeoe 816 

France 191 

Slam 191 

water  cooler,  Canada 640 

bulbs,  electric  light,  Gibraltar 880 

carboys,  Spain 208 

center  pieces,  table,  Spain 144 

display  flxtures,  window,  Canada .'>12 

fly  traps,  Latin  America 688 

glass,  China 320 

lantern,  Norway..., 336 

Northern  Africa 864 

window,  Argentina. 191 

Chile 144 

WestAfrica 640 

glassware,  Brazil 1056,1072 

EastAfrica 448,M4,6S6 

England ;    iooS 

Far  Bast 704 

pressed,  Spain 144 

Russia 736 

Westlndles 800 

jars,  cosmetic,  Australia 256 

fruit,  Central  .\merlca 208 

toilet  preparations,  Canada 1024 

water  cooler,  Canada 640 

lamp  chimneys,  United  Kingdom ...    1104 

lenses,  Spain 752 

mirrors,  Brazil 1088 

EastAfrica 272 

pocket,  Greece 304 

sanitary  articles ,  Switzerland 800 

.shades,  electric  light.  Far  East 368 

table  services,  Spain 144 

toilet  services,  Spain 144 

vials,  perfumery,  Australia 256 

glue,  Japan 592 

paste,  Spain 11S2 

Spain g9« 

yrain  .cereals,  Chile 144 

PortoRlco 624 

Spain 528 

com  Cuba 992 

Westlndles 384 

Cuba 128,992,1040 

Greece 224 

oats,  West  Indies 384 

PortoRlco 624  . 

rye,  wheat.  Norway 736 

wheat,  Cuba 304 

See  aim  agriculture, 
greases.    See  oils  and  greases, 
grinding  materials.    See   polishing    and 

grinding  materials, 
hair  and  hair  goods,  hair,  goat's,  Norway.      704 

hair,  Switzerland 1200 

hardware  and   cutlery,   adzes.  Central 

America 688 

ax  heads ,  Central  A  merica 688 

boiler  tube  cleaners.  Central  America     816 

casters,  ball-bearing,  Switzerland 120O 

refrigerator,  Cuba. 1024 

China 32 

chisels.  Central  America 688 

clippers,  hair.  China 320 

EastAfrica 288 

corkscrews,  Argentina 736 

cutlery,  Aiinntlna 736 

Australia 800 

Brazil 1072,1088 

ChUe 672 

England 1008 

France 816 
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Fcnifn  trade  opportimitles,  hardware  and 

cnOery,  India. 1104 

Veoeiuela  and  West  Indies 720 

drawer  pulls,  Central  America 672 

East  Africa. 512,360,592,656 

(orks,  aluminnm,  Greece 304 

ftjmlture  fittings,  China 32 

handles.  re(rig«rator,  Cuba 1024 

Spain 1072 

hardware,  AlKeria 116S 

Arseatina 191,624,1008 

Bolivia 1056 

Bra-.U 768 

builders".  Central  America 672 

China 32 

New  Zealand 672 

builders'  and  nhctf .  Spain 80S 

Central  America 480,502 

colonial  possession 848 

Pominicao  Republic 496 

FarEast 848 

furniture,  Switzerland 1200 

India 368 

lUlr 448 

Netherlands 160, 304 

Portugal 256 

Siberia ; 16 

Sooth  .Mrlcs 544,656,752 

Spain 1008 

Switzerland 960 

Venemela 576,1120 

We-st  Africa 640,800 

West  Indies 784,816 

hardware  specialties,  Uruguay 480 

hinges,  Bradl 1072 

Central  America 672 

refrigerator,  Cuba. 1024 

screen.  New  Zealand 896 

hooks,  screw,  Central  America 672 

iron,  Greece 944 

Irons,  charcoal.  Central  America 848 

knix-es.  pen.Siljeria 1056 

pocVet.  Ar;^entina 736 

Enijl^d 1008 

Rnssia 240 

sailors'.  East  Africa 191 

knobs,   door  and   drawer.   Central 

America 672 

furniture,  Spain 1072 

latchee.  Central  America 672 

lawn  sprinVlers,  Central  America.. . .  848 

loelrs.  Brazil 1072 

Central  .\merica. 656 

Russia 128 

Spain 720,1072 

WestAIrica 640 

nails.  Central  America 768 

diair.  United  Kingdom 864 

Chile 144 

China 320 

Cuba 1040 

France 688 

Iron,  West  Africa 640 

PortoHico 1134 

shoe.FarEast 432 

Switzerland 880 

UnlledStates 112 

Vruguay 928 

West  Indies .*...  816 

wtre.China 32 

FarEast 704 

Portugal 320 

Orient 96 

padlock.  Centra]  America 656 

France 1152 

Netherlands 304 

Russia 128 

Spain 720 

paper  holders,  Russia 768 

raiors,  Brazil 1088 

EastAfrica. 272 

England 1008 

FarEast 416 

France 1184 

India. 1104 

Kossia 353 

Spain 432,896 

Veneiuela  and  West  Indies. 720 


Page. 

Foreljgn  trade  opportunities,  hardware  and 

cutlery,  Russia 416,1008 

scissors,  China 320 

England 1008 

Greece 804 

Spain 96 

screws.  United  States 112 

siiarpeners,  knives,  New  Zealand 608 

pencil,  France 784 

shovels.  Central  America 816 

Spain 720 

staples.  United  Kingdom 496 

taclrs,  FarEast 432 

France 688 

Greece 944 

harness.    See  saddlery  and  harness. 

heating  apparatus,  France 660 

Italy 496 

Netherlands 160 

See  also  stoves  and  furnaces. 

hides  and  skins,  Argentina 64 

FarEast 432 

leather,  A  rgentlna 60S,  7)6 

Brazil 768 

liradl  and  Argentina 800 

Chile 416 

China 320 

Colombia. 224 

FarEast 784 

cloves  and  mittens,  Norway 938 

imitation,  CMna 1168 

kid,  Argentina 1024 

Brazil 1134 

patent.  Far  East 416 

•                    razor  strop,  Canada 1024 

.shoe,  colonial  possession 864 

sole,  FarEa.st 432 

sMns,  chamois,  Denmark 752 

Switzerland 128 

ho3ks    and    e.ves.    Set    needles,    pins, 

hooks,  and  eyes, 
horseshoeing  and  supplies,  horseshoes, 

China 320 

horticulture,  plants,  flower,  Brazil 272 

housefumlshing  goods,  aluminum  cups, 

Brazil 1056 

aluminum  ware,  British  East  Africa.  224 

EastAfrica 656 

West  Africa 640 

buckets,  line,  Chile 144 

carpets,  Australia 800 

carpet  cleaners,  electric,  France 880 

couee  peroolaters,  ArgOQtina 288 

crockery  ware,  west  Africa 640 

curtaining,  New  Zealand 688 

drapery  materials,  Cyprus 1168 

electroplated  ware,  Brazil 512 

enamel  ware,  Brazil 1072 

British  East  Africa 224 

Chile 144 

England. 1008 

France 1152 

hollow.  United  Kingdom 96 

iron,  Veneiuela 832 

Northern  Africa 864 

Russia 736,1008 

Snain 720 

WostAfrica 640 

England 1008 

FarEast 480 

France 256,1184 

.hoUow  ware,  enameled.  South  Africa .  544 

France 1152 

silver-plated.  East  Africa 480 

irons,  sad.  Central  America 848 

kitchen  utensils,  Algeria 1168 

Brazil 1088 

metal,Spam 720 

Russia 736 

Soutb  Africa 544 

Spain 1008 

United  Kingdom 96 

Venezuela 160 

West  Africa 640 

mattress  materials,  Switzerland 1200 

NewZealand «08 

nickel  ware,  West  Africa 040 

novelties,  Australia 582 
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Foreign  trade  npportQnltles,  hoase  (umish- 

ing  goods,  plaques,  Spain 1072 

rags,  Austraua 800 

Bast  Africa 272 

service  sets,  electroplated,  Brazil 512 

Siberia 18 

South  Africa 544 

Spain 1008 

spoons,  aluminum,  Qreeoe 304 

table  covers,  linoleum,  China 320 

tableware,  Veneniela 100 

Westlndles 784 

tapestrjr,  China 32 

tinware.  Northern  Africa 864 

vacunm  cleaners,  New  Zealand 608 

Venezuela 676 

washbasins,  zinc,  Chile 144 

woodenware,  South  Africa S44 

Set  alto  furniture. 
Industrial  development,  distiller;  plants, 

United  States 9i 

Insectsandpests,  fly  traps,  Latin  America  688 

insurance,  Sze,  agency,  Argentina 736 

investments.      See  capital  and  invest- 
ments. 

iron  and  steel,  anchors,  Norway 1168 

angles,  smpbuilding,  Norway 1168 

bands,  iron.  Switzerland 880 

^    bars.Brazil 384 

Cuba 1040 

boiler  materials,  shipbuilding,  Nor- 
way   1168 

bolts,Brazil ,....  224 

Uruguay 928 

WestAMoa, 640 

buckets,  ore,  Spain 884 

bushings,  cart-wheel,  Central  Amer- 
ica   864 

chains,  cattle,  West  Indies 816 

iron.  West  AlHca 640 

Norway 1168 

wood  mortise,  Atutralla S28 

crucibles,  Russia S28 

fittings,  iron,  Switzerland 1200 

frames,  piano,  New  Zealand 880 

furnace  parts,  Spain 864 

guide  bars,  Australia 528 

mgots,  iron,  Argentina 624 

iron,  ^vanized,  Chile 656 

China 320 

PortoRlco 1134 

hoop.Spain 1134 

plg,8pai4 848 

rod,Chlna 32 

safety  cramp,  Switzerland 880 

sheet,  Spain 1056,1152 

Jaws,  steel,  Spain 1040 

ladles,  Spain 884 

laths.steel,  colonial  possession 443 

molds,  Colombia 448 

rolling  mill,  Spain 864 

nuts,  Uruguay 928 

plates,  dynamo,  Denmark 578 

Brazil 112 

shlpbuUdlng,  Norway 1168 

pots,  cast-Iron,  Central  America 720 

products,  Brazil 112 

rings,  iron,  Spain 1040 

rivets,  Uruguay 928 

rods,  BrazlT. 112,384 

steel, India 464 

scrap  materials,  Brazil 112 

sheets,  Brazil 384 

galvanized  iron,  Chile 144 

China 32 

Cuba 1040 

Venezuela 676 

iron,  Spain 976 

sheet  pins,  China 32 

."sprockets, .'  ustralia 528 

steel,  carbon,  Japan 880 

Denmark. 672 

Spain. 1 1040 

Switzerland 688 

supplioK,  waterworks,  Russia 044 

ti-es,  shipbuilding,  Norway 1168 

jewelry,  Brazil 1058 

tiroochcs,  Spain 1056 

chain.-,  waU:h,  Brazil 10S8 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  Jewelrv,  clucks, 

British  ICast  AlHca .' 576 

East  Africa 272,512,592,656 

FarEast 704 

metal  lover.  United  Kingdom . . .  576 

cnfl  links,  India 1104 

imitation,  Spain 832 

Hussla 448,800,1008 

Venezuela  and  West  Indies 720 

watches,  Brazil 1088 

British  East.'.frica 578 

East-'-frlca 416,512,592,656 

Siberia 1056 

West.'frlca 608 

wrist,  East  Africa 272 

holders,  Spain 896 

See  alto  precious  stones, 
knitting  and  knit  goods,  knit  goods,  Ar- 
gentina   368 

BrazD 1072 

Siberia 272 

laces    and    embroideries,    embroideries, 

Russia 448 

France 1184 

laundries  and  supplies,  machinery,  Rus- 
sia   256 

waihing  machines,  France 256 

Slam 191 

leather  goods,  bE«s,  Chile 448 

East.'frica 288 

Russia 768 

United  Kingdom 7J6 

Westlndles 656 

belting,  Argentina , 624 

Central  America 433 

Spain 191,432,656 

Brazil  and  Argentina 800 

France 816 

Manchuria 1...  51* 

pocketbooks,  Chile 448 

purses,  United  Kingdom 738 

Siberia 1056 

straps,  schoolbook,  Russia 768 

Ser  aim  boots  and  shoes. 

lights  and  lighting,  candles,  Chile 144 

aiba 992 

Northern  Africa 864 

PortoRlco I 1134 

electric  plant,  South  Africa 832 

flash  lights,  pocket.  Far  East 704 

Spain 432 

lamps,  alcohol,  Brazil 1040 

electric,  Oibraltar 880 

Norway 176 

8p*in 944 

lanterns.  East  Africa 384, 

480,512,544,582,656 

India 1104 

WestAfrfca 608,840 

lighting  apparatus,  Netherlands 160 

torx^hes,  Central  America 848 

linen  and  linen  goods,  cloth,  France 864 

thread,  China 32 

Switzerland 96 

linoleum  and  oilcloth,  colonial  possessions  480 

oilcloth.  East  Africa....- 272 

/Venezuela 576 

Spata ; 432 

Switzerland 1104 

live  stock,  cattle,  Uruguay 18 

lumber  and  timber  products,  bamboo, 

curtain.  France 352 

cane,  chair  seat,  Switzerland 976 

cellulose,  Italy fM 

corkwood.  Portugal 256 

excelsior,  Canada 544 

fir,  Douglas.  Venezuela 992 

fretwoods.  .'ustralia 5f 0 

hardwoods.  Switzerland 1162 

ladders,  colonial  possession 640 

lumber,  Cuba 528 

NewZcaland 880 

Orient 96 

packin)!  case,  Switzerland (98 

Wp.st  Indies 234 

pine,  red,  Switzerland 813 

southern,  Colombia 1073 

Venezuela 993 
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Fgnign  tiado  opportunities,  lumber  and  tim- 
ber products,  pulp  wood,  Italy —  8M 
aanitary  artldies,  wooden,  Switter- 

land 800 

BCTeening  materials.  New  Zealand  —  896 

(tSTBs,  barrel,  Argentina 191 

nepladders,  East  Atrica .»  448 

Teneeis,  Australia S44 

NewZealand 880 

Switzerland 1152 

wood,  cedar  pencil.  United  States ...  224 

wood  manuhitures.  South  Atrica....  656 

wood  specialties,  Switterland 816 

nwchlne  anops.    Set  toundries  and  ma- 
chine shops, 
machines  and  machinery,  acid-maUng, 

acetic,  Norway IWO 

citric  and  tartaric,  Spain 176 

addressing,  France 784 

alcohol-making,  Norway 1040 

anvils.  Central  America 8*8 

Argentina 1008  i 

bag-making,  paper,  Canada 80  | 

p^ter  and  jute,  Porto  Rico 176 

Porto  Kico 816 

beet-sugar,  Spain 1188 

beTerage-making,  nonalcoholic,  Can- 
ada   976 

binding,  Braiil 432 

boilers,  Spain 944 

steam.  Norway  and  Sweden 640 

water  tube,  Venoiuela 812 

bolt-making,  Irugiiay 928 

boring,  Switicrland 320 

bottle-making,  United  Kingdom 832 

bottling,  soda  water,  Russia 720 

box  milking,  cardboard,  Chile 160 

bcaiding,    vnlcanlied    rubber   wire, 

Denmark 144 

braid  making,  Canada 1120 

.manila  hemp,  Spain 864 

brass  foundry,  West  Indies 848 

Braill 352 

brewery,  Portugal 960 

brooch-making.  Far  East 48 

brush-making,  tooth,  C  olombla 1040 

buckle-making,  Australia 80 

butter-making,  Bolivia W)8 

Portugal 704 

button-making,  Colombia 1040 

photo.  Far  East 48 

Spain 128 

cable  making,  manila  hemp,  Spain . .  864 

ran  making.  India 352,800 

'  cane  mills,  British  West  Indies 1216 

cardboard  making,  Brazil 1056 

carding,  wool,  India 208 

eement-factory  equipment,  Mexico. .  624 

chemical  products  making,  Argentina  240 

cheese  making,  Portugal 704 

Chile : 384 

dgarette  making,  insular  possession . .  191 

Mexico 644 

altiates  making,  Spain 176 

deaning,  knives.  New  Zealand 608 

clip  making,  suqiender  and  garter, 

Australia 80 

costing,  paper  and  linen,  Australia . .  336 

oofflee  mills,  Bolivia 608 

British  Guiana 176 

East  Africa 448,544,502 

rriTi.T    •1184 

I  nijniMv 256 

comb  making,  Colombia 1040 

concrete  working,  Venezuela 320 

coir  j-am.  India 16 

oorkuig,  colon  ial  possession 672 

com  mills,  Venezuela 496 

00TO5tarch  making;.  Spain 544 

cotton  pinninc,  Brazil 352,1184 

ootton  poo<l3  making,  France 464 

cotton  mill.  Japan 191 

cotton  seed,  South  Africa 560 

cranes,  Spain 944 

crayon  making,  chalk,  colonial  pos- 
session    656 

■roebct  working,  Spain 128 

crushing,  cotton  seed,  Atrica 48 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  machines  and 

machinery,  Cuba 304,52 

cutting,  cold  meat,  A  rgentina 288 

France 336 

glass,  Switzerland 1104 

screw  threads,  Spain 848 

sheet  tin,  Spain 753 

tobacco  leaves,  Mexico 544 

cylinder  covering,  Spain 1008 

decorticating,  fiber,  Brazil 1184 

digKing,  ditch,  Spain 496 

disinfecting,  garbage,  Venezuela 1104 

distilling,  alcohol,  SpiUn 544 

distributors    and    apparatus,    cat6, 

Spain 912 

ditching,  Argentina 864 

Dominican  Republic 496 

dou  biers,  cotton  twine,  Japan 48 

drilling,  steel.  Spain 848 

duplicators,  France 784 

dr j-lng,  copra,  Porto  Rico. 208 

fig,  Venezuela 16 

dyehig,  BrazU 1008 

France 512 

electrical,  Brazil 384 

electrotvping,  Spabi 880 

embossing.  United  Kingdom 400 

embroidery  making,  France 512 

Spahi 128 

engines,  Argentina 1056 

fire,  hand  driven,  Greece 112 

rolling  mill,  Spain 884 

steam,  Norwav  and  Sweden 640 

envelope  making,  England 1024 

extracting  alkaloids  from  cinchona, 

Salvador 1088 

coconut  oil,  Porto  Rico 880 

phosphorus  from  bones,  Spain. . .  480 
quinine    from    cinchona    bark, 

Ecuador 704 

factory  equipment,  Norwav  and  Swo- 

den:.„.... 640 

farinha  making,  Brazil 144 

Far  East 400 

tecula  making.  Insular  possession 1184 

filling,  bottle,  colonial  possession 872 

Netherlands 576 

finishing,  France 512 

flake  graphite.  Insular  possession —  1184 

fliers,  cotton  twine,  Japan 48 

flour  making.  Insular  possession 1184 

Portugal 160 

forges.  Central  America 848 

France 432 

gas  making  from  wood,  Brazil 176 

gazogenes,  Speta 944 

glass  making,  Spain U04 

glucose  making,  Norway 1040 

Spaln...:!^. ; 544 

glue  making,  Bolivia 608 

Venezuela 1216 

grating.  Central  America 48 

grinding,  meat,  Brazil 400 

gimimine,  France 338 

bat  making,  Panama,  Brazil 272 

heel  making,  wooden.  Brazil 112 

hemming,  handkerchief,  Veneztiela. .  272 

hoists,  friction  drum,  Russia 384 

hoso  making,  Spain 128 

hosiery  making,  Brazil 1008 

housenold.  New  Zealand 808 

bulling,  coffee,  British  Guiana 176 

insular  possession 1184 

dried  boons,  Italy 464 

ice-cream  freezers,  Italy 208 

Ice  making,  Venezuela 64 

'            incinerating,  Venezuela 1104 

jacket  making,  straw,  Brazil 720 

jewelry  making,  photo,  Far  East 48 

knitting,  France 612 

labor-saving  devices,  household,  New 

Zetdand 608 

office,  Australia 592 

lace  making,  Canada ;•  j"  US 

lathes,  metal  working,  Switzerland . .  320 

Netherlands i."  • "  •  -IIv  VJi 

laying,  tapes  around  cables,  Denmark  im 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  machines  and 
maohlner;,  leather  making,  ar- 

Uilcial,  BraiU 1058 

imltaUon,  BraiU 191 

lens  making,  optical,  Far  East -  301 

linen  goods  mddng,  France 484 

looms.  Far  East 416- 

macaroni  making,  Colombia 368 

malt  house,  Portugd 960 

match  making,  Uexlco 593 

moasurtaig,  automatic,  England 1 120 

mecbanlou  suppUos,  Argentina 1008 

medallion  making.  Far  East 48 

moFceriting,  Brazil 1008 

Mexico 2M 

mllUng,Spain 1120 

mincers,  France 1184 

mining,  Russia 224 

Sonth  and  Central  America 32 

mold  making,  button,  Australia 80 

nail  making,  Colombia 240 

SouthAmerica 224 

Uruguay 928 

wire,  Greece 64 

Netherlands 180,720 

Norway  and  Sweden 640 

numbering,  watchcases,  Switzerland.  64 

nut-maUng,  Uruguay 928 

on  making,  cotton  seed,  Atrlca 48 

BrazU 3S2 

SouthAMca MO 

optical,  Venezuela 304 

Orient 96 

oxygen  making,  Porto  Rioo. 304 

package  making,  paper  cigarette,  in- 
sular possession .'. 191 

packing,  asbestos  and  rubber,  Central 

America 736 

Netherlands 160 

quinine,  Salvador 1088 

packing  plant,  meat,  Latin  America.  784 

paper-making,  Brazil 416,1068 

France 144 

No-way  and  Sweden 040 

PortoRloo 176 

parts,  Mexico 256 

paste-making,  Colombia 368 

peeling,  fruit,  Bolivia 808 

perforating.  Insular  possession 224 

Switzerland 340 

pineapple  industry,  India 362 

pin-making,  hair  and  safety,  Canada.  1120 

polishing,  coffee.  Insular  possession. .  1184 

glass,  Switzerland 1104 

preparing,  copra,  BrazU 208 

garbage  for  fertilizer,  Venezuela. .  1104 
neUographic     and     phototyplc 

•                 paper,  Switzerland 768 

presses,  binding,  Canada 464 

cottonseed-oil,  Brazil 1184 

Pacific  coast 784 

pressing,  lead  mantles  around  cables, 

Denmark 144 

printing,  label,  France 336 

pulpers,  coffee,  British  Ouiana 176 

pulp-making,  paper  from  shavings 

and  chips.  United  Kingdom 352 

pumping,  Australia 944 

pumps,  air,  Canada 624 

centrifugal,  Venezuela 528 

sewage,  Greece 112 

Venezuela 416 

waterFrance S28 

Netherlands 48 

Norway  and  Sweden 040 

Spain 1104 

WostAfrlca 640 

reduction  plant,  Central  America 80 

reeding,  cane.  Far  East 208 

refining,  Bake  graphite.  Insular  pos- 
session   1184 

rice-mill,  Brazil 1152 

insular  possession. 1184 

rivet-making,  Uruguay 928 

roasting j»ffee,  Spain 960 

Uruguay 286 

rolling,  France 338 

rope-making,  Norway 320 

Portollco 816 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  machines  and 
machinery ,  rubber  rolling  and  work- 
ing, Denmark ■  144 

ruling,  Brazil 464 

Russia 1008 

salt-making,  Brazil 32 

sawing,  disk,  Switzerland 320 

sawing  outfit,  circular,  Ecuador 544 

sawmill,  Nicaragua 1152 

saws,    crosscut    and    pit,    Central 

America 816 

sealing,  cap,  Russia , 720 

seal-making,  pwer,  France 320 

seeding,  (ruit,  Bolivia 808 

separating,  copra,  Brazil 208 

sewing  machines,  Brazil 824,1088 

Chile 672 

Fiance 256 

Greece 688 

hand,  England 1216 

India 224 

Spain 64 

shaping,  Switzerland 320 

shearing,  sheep,  Argentina 624 

sheet  tin  working,  Spain 752 

shelling,  coffee,  Bolivia 608 

shirt-making,  knitted,  BrazU 1008 

shoe-Csctory,  ChUe 416 

sbOMnaking,  Far  East 432 

skinning,  cane.  Far  East 208 

soupqnaking,  Colombia 368 

South  and  Central  America. 32 

Spain 544,658 

spinning,  cotton,  BrazU 8M 

FarEast 416 

France 512,808 

Norway 1024 

wool,  India. 208 

spring-making,  steel,  Spain 320 

stamping,  watchcases,  Switzerland . .  84 

starch-making.  Central  Amo-ica .' 48 

Norway 1040 

strainers,  rotary  sewerage, Canada...  912 
stranding,  vulcanized  rubber  wire, 

Denmark 144 

stuffing,  meat,  Brazil 400 

sugar,  Spain 644 

sugar-mlU,  beet-root.  South  Africa. . .  832 

Venezuela 224 

Switzerland 432 

tagging,   automatic,   United  Klng- 

tanninaBrazii!".!!!'.".!".!".!!!!!!!".".!".  1088 

Chflc 418 

France 784 

tape-making,  adhesivepaper,  France.  320 

tapioca-making,  Brazil. 144 

Insular  posMssion 1184 

textUe,  Fiance 512 

Japan 48 

Norway 1024 

tile-making,  cement,  Ecuador 191 

tomatopaste  plant.  Insular  possession  64 

tooth-pfck-making,  Mexico 692 

trench-making,  Argentina 864 

trimming,  glass,  Swltierldhd 1104 

tyini; ,  straw  Jacket  top,  Brazil 720 

untlireadlng,    cotton    and    woolen, 

France 80 

valves,  Brazil 112 

Russia 944 

Venezuela 160 

vises,  Central  America. 848 

Iron,  Switzerland 320 

washing ,  bottle ,  Netberlands 670 

,     disb.  New  Zealand 808 

water  wheels,  turbine,  Venezuela —  980 

wearing  apparel,  Australia. 80 

weavlng,FTance 612,808 

Norway 1024 

weighing.  Spain 944 

wire-maiimg,electrlc,'Spain 384 

wirerolling  and  drawing  (Denmark..  144 

wood-working,  Spain 496 

Swittarland 320 

marking.   Stt  packing  and  marking. 

matches,  northern  Africa 864 

s^ty.  West  Indies .992 
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FORtgD  trade  opporttinltles,  measures.     Sa  ' 
wvlgbts  and  measures, 
meats  and  meat  products,  bones,  bovine, 

Canada. 578 

casings,  Portugal 752 

sausage,  Spain 496,1008 

guts, dried,  Portugal 752 

hams.SwiUerland. 1088 

lard.  Soutli  America. 480 

Sviberland 352,384,1088 

Veneaie:» 112,67«,1120 

meatn,curad,  Swttterland 384 

Snritiarland 1088 

Westlndies W2 

packlng-iiouse  products,  Dominican 

Republic 496 

Porto  liico 496,624,640 

pork,  salt,  Cuba 1040 

Switierland 352 

pork  products,  Cuba. 992 

tallow ,  Japan 592 

tongues,  Switzerland 1088 

medical  and  surgical  supplies,  absorbent 

cotton ,  Coiombia 178 

bandages,  Spain 432 

clinlral  supplies,  Spain 592 

e'e-tromedicaJ  goods,  Spain 432 

medical  supplies,  Pen] 64 

pbannaceutlcal  acofesories ,  France. . .  640 

surgical  instruments,  Spain 432 

surgical  supplies,  Tcterlnary,  New 

Zealand 496 

svringes,  France 640 

h.-podermlc,  Italy 1184 

Tetarlnary  supplies,  Venezuela. 496 

metals  and  rolnerels,  aluminum,  Den- 
mark   672 

Sweden 880 

antimony,  Denmark 672 

Sweden. 880 

asbestos,  Spain • 816 

bare,  Spain 480 

bl»ckpiate»,  Sweden 880 

boiler  plates,  dnr.  Orient 96 

brass,  sheet,  Spain 1066 

Spain 768 

Switzerland 688 

lavss  articles,  electric  fittings,  Far 

East 368 

brass  chain,  United  Kingdom 480 

brass  fittings,  Switierland 1200 

brass  rings,  Canada 1024 

brass  ware,  New  Zealand 880 

bronze  powder,  Swltserland 304 

bush  ca»,  brass,  Cuiada 1024 

copper,  Denmark 672 

Spain 768 

Sweden. 880 

Swltairland 16 

copper  articlee,  Persia 1008 

flower  rases,  electroplated,  Brazil 512 

graphite.  West  Indies 96 

ingots  lead  and  tin.  Orient 96 

lava,  Spain 816 

lead.Denmark 672 

Sweden. 880 

magnesite,  Australia 112 

metals,  bablltt,  Sweden. 880 

Brazil  112 

Netherlands •. . .  160 

sheet,  Switzerland. 880 

Swltcerland 688 

metal  baskets,  France 352 

metal   binding,   refrigerator   doors, 

Cuba 1021 

mtal  ■moimts,  tobacco  pipe.  United 

Klngdonr 128 

mica,  Spain 816 

nickel.  Sweden 880 

Swit  crland 688 

nickel-platcd  •*  are,  \ew  Zealand 880 

platM.  perforated,  Spain 1040 

platinum,  pure,  Switcrland 624 

plumbttKo  cruclhles,  Kussin 1024 

salt,  Canada 224,800 

Cuba 304 

sheets,  galvanized ,  Sweden 880 

ealranized  and  zinc,  Argentina..  624 

Spain 480 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  metals  and  min- 
erals, Sliver  articles,  Persia lOOS 

tin,  Denmark 672 

sheet,  Spain 752,768,1056 

Sweden 880 

tin  articles,  Persia 1008 

tin  boxes,  Canada 1024 

t'nited  Kingdom 240 

tinfoil,  Spain 272 

tin  plate,  Central  .\merica 208 

Cuba 1040 

Norway 1104 

Sweden 880 

tubes,  braiu  and  copper,  Norway 1168 

Spain 768 

collajMlhle,  Canada 1024 

PortoUico 400 

Switzerland 928,976 

perfumery,  Australia 2M 

Sp^ 480 

wolfram,  Argentina 112 

zinc.  Far  East 400 

zinc  concentrates,  Australia 4& 

See  aim  mines  and  mining, 
mines  and  mining,  copper,  American  ca|>- 

Ital  wanted,  Argentina IIJ 

wolfram,  American  capital  wanted, 

Argentina 112' 

See  aiiio  metals  and  minerals, 
motorcycles.    See  bicycles  and   motor- 
cycles. 

motors,  benzine,  Russia 944 

electric,  Spain 666,944 

Venezuela 576 

France 628 

gasoline,  Argentina 624 

Greece 720 

kerosene,  Hritisb  Oulana 176 

Ru.isia 944 

light,  Spain 496 

^^etherlands 688 

Norway  and  Sweden 640 

rowboat,  portable,  Switzerland 1216 

steam,  Spain 944 

talking  machine,  Canada 784 

See  aim  automobiles  and  accessories. 

motor  boats,  Australia 944 

Denmark 672 

Netherlands 191 

Spain 656 

moving  pictures,  cinematograph  appa- 
ratus, Spain 656 

Alms,  Sp^ 128,656 

machines,  and  accessories,  France —  544 
musical  Instruments,  accordions,  United 

Kingdom 544 

actions,  piano.  New  Zealand 880 

autoharps.  United  Kingdom 544 

band,  Brazil 528 

gramophones,  Spain 832 

harmonium  reeds,  India 544 

keys,  piano.  New  Zealand 880 

organs,  pipe,  and  supplies  and  parts, 

phonographs,  Chile 672 

pianos.  Central  America 640 

Peru 416 

records,  phonograph,  Chile 672 

sound  boards,  piano,  New  Zealand . .      880 

strings,  Argentina 752 

Canada 1040 

talking  machine  accessories,  Canada.      784 
needles,  pins,  and  hooks  and  eyes,  hooks 

and  eyes.  Far  East 52S 

Spain 1056 

needles,  Brazil 1072,1088 

knitting  machine,  Brazil 68S 

United  States 528,672 

Portugal 612 

Rus.sla 448,976 

pias.  drawing,  France 1152 

hair,  Braiiil 1056 

Chile 448 

EastAfrIca 272 

hair  and  safety,  Spain 96 

Russia «8.976 

safety,  France ' 1162 

Indto "04 

Spein «»» 
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Parelgn  trade  opportunities,  needles,  Spain .      96 

novelties,  advert Wng,  Argentina 736 

Bratil 768 

Norway 1162 

alrguns,  Portugal 624 

Arsentlna 1024 

armshields,  Netherlands 752 

artinclal  eves,  dolls,  Italv 144 

beads,  East  Africa 384 

Bolivia 10S6 

Bra'll 1056,1088 

buckles.  Far  Fast 828 

cardeases,  Chile 448 

Chile 384,656 

Colombia '. 224 

display  fixtures,  glass,  Canada 512 

dolls.  Australia 848 

Brazil 1088 

Chile 448 

North  Africa 288 

Fast  Africa 272,612,592 

electrical,  Spain 128 

tancv  goods,  Australia 800 

braiU  and  Argentina 800 

Netherlands 208 

fans,  Argentina 736 

Central  America. 432 

Fiance 256,1120 

-gift  articles,  imitation  plated,  Chile. .     448 

Spain 832 

Greece 304 

household,  Australia 592 

key  rings  and  chains,  Greece 304 

kitchen,  Australia 592 

Netherlands 304,752 

notions.  Cratral  America 432 

Chile 672 

Greece 304 

Colombia 224 

Venezuela  and  West  Indies 720 

West  Indies 160 

ornaments,   Imitation  diamond,  Ar- 
gentina     1024 

snap  fitsteners,  Far  East 272 

Greece 301 

Spain 752 

South  Africa 16,666 

Spain 832,960,1072 

store  fixtures,  Canada 512 

technical,  Swltierland 432 

thimbles,  Spain 96,1056 

thread ,  gold  and  silver,  Portugal 51 2 

toys,  Australia 800,848 

Brasil 160,624 

Brazil  and  Argentina 800 

ChUe 448,672 

EastAfrlca 480 

Manchuria 512 

mechanical,  Spain 1072 

Spain 128,832 

Venezuela 112 

trains,  toy,  Spain 1072 

trim  m  Ings ,  window ,  East  Alrics 272 

Uruguay 480 

nats,  almonds,  Switzerland 912 

coconuts,  Brazil 208 

Central  America. 240 

copra,  Brar.ll 208 

Central  America 240 

corozo,  Italv 864 

hazelnuts,  Switzerland 912 

oilcloth.    See  linoleum  and  oilcloth. 

oils  and  greases,  Cuba 1040 

gasoline,  Argentina 64 

Chile 656 

greases,  Spain 240,304 

Venezuela 352 

kerosene,  Venezuela 833 

Westlndiffl 992 

lubricants,  Argentina 191,736 

Brazil 768 

Spain 240,304 

oils,  BiazU 1072,1134 

oooUng,  Far  East 480 

cotton,  Switzerland 1040 

cottonseed,  Argentina 191,384,464 

WestAlHcs 624 

Weetlndlea 993 

esseotial  and  hair.  East  AlHca. . .     660 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  oils  and  grea.<»8, 
oUs,    essential    and    vaseline, 

France 32 

lubricating,  Colombia 224 

mineral, Spain 666 

Switzerland 1088 

mintral  machinery,  Argentina. . .  736 

soya-bean,  China 320 

Spain 960,1152 

spindl",  Switzerland 32 

Sveden 752,880.1134 

toUet  preparation,  Spain 976 

perafSn,  Venezuela 832 

petroleum,  crude,  Chile 608 

petroleum  products,  Venezuela 832 

stearlne,  Vinezuola 832 

S«(i/<o  oil  seeds. 

oil  seeds,  beons,  soya,  China 320 

cotton  seed,  Netherlands 176 

See  alto  oil  and  greas  s. 

optical  goods,  Denmark 272 

East  Africa 288 

glassfs,  Sil)eria 1036 

opera  glass ;  s ,  Siberia 1056 

Spain 656,832 

packing  and  marking,  straw  paper.  West 

Indies 112 

paints  and  varnishes,  Argentina 64 

Brazil '. 768 

China 82 

copal,  Philippines..... 256 

colors,  Spain 784 

enamels,  United  Kingdom 288 

palRts.  Braai 1072,1134 

dry  water.  Central  America 704 

EastAfrlca 480 

Netherlands 160 

Northern  Africa 864 

oil,Uus3ia 240 

Russia 704 

Spain 304 

United  Kingdom 288 

WestAfriea 640 

West  Indies 16,784 

Portugal '. 256 

rosin,  Brazil 1134 

Cuba 1040 

FarEast 704 

Japan 592 

Switzerland 1040 

Spain 816 

turpentine,  Brazil 1134 

Cuba 1040 

varnish,  Argentina 191 

Brazil 112 

paper  and  paper  goods,  boxes,  cardboard 

Canada .' 560 

folding,  Switzerland 960 

cardboard,  Italy 864 

paclting,  Switzerland 704 

Portugal 612 

cards,  chrome,  Switzerland 960 

mourning.  Central  America 96 

post,  Argentina 1024 

folders,  Central  America 96 

labels,  Switzerland 960 

paper,  albumenized  and  sensitized. 

Spain 762 

Argentina 191,608,736 

Australia 208 

binding.  United  Kingdom 496 

bond.Canada 1134 

Brazil 16,1134 

Chile 416,666 

cigarette,  Switzerland 704 

eoionial  possession 848 

colored  tissue,  Italy 1120 

SouthAmerica 80 

crtoe,Egypt 272 

Cube 178 

fly,Riissla 353 

France 644.1216 

heliogrephlc     and    phototyplc, 

Switzerland 768 

insulating,  Spain 816 

Japan 592 

Mexico 736 

news  and  wrapping,  Africa 96 

newsprint,  Greece 816 
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Foretgn  tnde  opportunities,  paper  and  paper 

goois,  paper,  Korthem  Alrica .  528 

packing  and  wrapping,  Italy 864 

photojinphic  developing,  Central 

America 512 

Portneal 512 

printing,  Bratil 656 

Bnuil  and  Argentina WO 

Far  East 528,704 

Switzerland 1168 

Venezuela 112 

printingandlithographlng.Italy.  80 

Rtusia 768 

Hberia 272 

silk,Spain 336 

Spain 48 

Switzerland 960 

tissue,  France 128 

United  Kingdom 288 

wall, China 32,320 

Insnlarpossesslon 400 

wrapping,  Cuba 1040 

PortoRlco 480 

Westlndles 256 

wrapping  and  writing,  oolonial 

posession 432 

writing,  Portugal 256 

Ru3^ 240 

writing  and  wall,  Italy 1120 

writilK  and  wrapping,  Australia .  240 

paper  goods,  West  Indies 112 

papef-maUngprodaets,  Netherlands.  624 
paper-mill  equipment,  Central  Amer- 
ica   48 

parelunent,  Switzerland 960 

sandpaper,  Central  America 816 

Portugal 240 

tabes,  cardboard,  France 352 

pesta.    S»  Insects  and  pests, 
photography  and  supplies,  apparatus, 

Switzerland 1168 

eametas,  East  Alrica 272 

Spain 752 

Cvitral  America 512 

dry  plates.  Central  America 512 

Spain 752 

Switzerland 1168 

illniE,  Spain 752 

holders,  Spain 752 

photograpbio  materials,  If ezloo 502 

photo  mounts.  Central  America 512 

Spain 864 

soppliee.  ChUe 672 

Spito 832 

pfais.    See  needles,  ping,  and  hooks  and 

eyes, 
pipes  and  piping,  fittings,  oast  pipe,  New 

Iron,  Arran'tina'.'.. .".'.*".'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.. '.'.'...  624 

p^ws,  block  thi.  Orient 96 

Brain 112 

Canada 176 

iron,  Argentina 191 

metal,  and  flttings,  BrasD 384 

Russia 944 

water  and  attings,  India 464 

pipes  and  fittings,  United  Kingdom .  704 

tanks,  rolllngnail,Spabi 864 

settling,  Central  ABierloe 48 

water,  Venezuela 416 

tubing,  lead  siphon,  Spain 352 

Russia 944 

Vanesoela 416 

water,  Norway  and  Sweden 640 

spiral,  Veneinela 960 

plumbingand  supplies,  bathtubs,  zinc, 

France.'.'!.';.'!!!;!.'!!;;;;;;!!!;'.!!;;!  seo 

supplies,  Russia 1008 

taps,  Russia.. .... ..'. .  .  944 

poU^hr  and  grinding  materfaito,  grind- 

stones.  West  Alrica 640 

Set  mlto  cleansing  and  polishing  ma- 
tsrials. 
polishing  materials.    See  oleanalng  and 
polishing  materials. 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  poultry  and  eggs, 

eggs,  Argentina 884,736 

Newfoundland 992 

Incubators,  Rassia 752 

Veneiuela 16 

power  and  power  plants,  power  house, 

Canada 432 

windmills,  .\rgentlna 624 

Brazil 304 

Venezuela 416 

precioui  stones.  Far  East 416 

See  alto  lewelrv. 
jM-intlng  and  supplies,  bookbinding  sup- 
plies, Russia 816 

Siberia 272 

chromos,  Spain 1168 

ink,  Brazil 16,656 

Spata 576 

lithographing  supplie.s,  Spain 800 

machinery,  Brazif 656 

China I072 

label-printing.  Franco 336 

supplies,  Brazil 666 

China 1072 

types,  Brazil 656 

publuntlons,     agricultural    Implements 

and  hardware.  South  Africa 752 

books,  optical.  Far  East 304 

physical    culture    and    health 

topics,  India 496 

catalogues,  Japan 80 

newspapers,  old.  Far  East aw 

prlcellsis,  Japan so 

scienttQc   works,    Spanbh  editions, 

Venezuela 784 

public  worlts,  reservoirs,  France 528 

quarries  and  quarrying,  sand  for  glass 

maUng,  Canada 864 

railways,  blacksmith  shop,  Canada 4.32 

tramways,  aerial,  France 480 

railway  supplies,  Brazil 224 

cars,  s&eet  railway,  South  America. .  336 

fishplates,  Brazil 224 

France 480 

locomotives,  Brazil 224 

Spain 944 

Venezuela 180 

Portugal 960 

rails,  Brazil 224 

Venezuela 160 

refrigeration,  ice-making  machinery,  Ven- 
ezuela   64 

refrigerators,  Russia 256 

Slam 191 

South  Africa 704 

refrigerator  fl  t  tings,  Cuba 1024 

thermos  goods,  Spain 432 

roads  and  road  machinery,  machinery, 

Brazil 1134 

rubber,  garter.  Portugal 512 

suspender,  Portugal 512 

rubber  goods,  Argentina 1024 

balls,  Switzerland 1104 

cloth,  Switzerland 1104 

Colombia 176 

elastic  web,  Far  East 240 

Greece 304 

United  States 112 

England 960 

hose,  fire,  Norway 688 

garden,  New  Zealand 672 

household.  New  Zealand 672 

medical,  Spain 432 

Netherlands 176 

overshoes,  Spain I1S4 

Russia lOOH 

sanitary,  Switzerland 800 

shoes,  Philippmes 832 

Spain 692 

sponges,  Spam 1416 

surgical.  Spam : 432 

thread,  rubljer,  Portugal 612 

tubes,  inner,  China 1200 

saddlerv   and    harness,   harness-making 

materials.  Far  East 432 

sates,  steel.  East  Africa 448 
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Fonign  trade  opportunlttes,  saoltatiao,  ap- 

pUanoea,  Netherlands UO 

articles,  aanitary,  Switzerland 800 

fixtures,  China W 

NewZealand «ra 

WestAWoa 640 

sewerage  strainers,  rotary,  Canada...  912 
.  8tt  aln  publlo  works, 
sdeotifle      instruments,      mlonaoe|ies, 

Spain *32 

mlerotmnes,  Spain *W 

thermometers,  clinical,  Fiance. 6*0 

Spain JM 

vetermary,  Spain <W 

seeds  and  bulbs,  seeds,  Argeiltina 7fi2 

BrazU... 272,118i 

sagar.beet,  Anstialla 788 

ship  chandlers' supplies,  Spain 903 

ships  and  shlppmg,  schooners,  insular 

possession 806 

shipbuilding  materials,  Netherlands.  160 

Norway 1168 

shoe  flndlngs.   8u  boot  and  shoe  ond- 

ings. 
shoes.    See  boots  and  shoes, 
silk  and  silk  goods,  marquisette,  New 

Zealand 688 

piece  goods.  South  Africa 464 

ribbons,  BraiU 1066 

Brazil  and  Argentina 800 

Central  Amerfea 432.464 

silk,  artificial,  Spain 1216 

Brazil  and  Argentina 800 

Swedm 800 

umbrella,  Spain 688 

wild  "tussah",  China 320 

silk  goods,  France 1184 

woven,  colonial  possession 848 

silk  wastes.  United  Kingdom 432 

thread.  East  Africa ««0 

embroidery,  Venezuela 676 

Tolle,  New  Zealand 688 

sllrarivare,  plated  ware.  South  Africa....  544 
skins.    S»  hides  and  skins, 
slaughterhouses,    meat-packing    plant, 

Latin  America 784 

smoker's  articles,  oases,  cigar  and  cigar 

rette,  Argentina 762 

cigar  sundries.  Far  East 384 

flmts,  cigarette  ll(^ter,  England 806 

holders,  cigar.  Spam 128 

holders,  cigar  and  cigarette,  Argen- 
tina   752 

pipes,  Argentina 782 

tobacco,  Canada 496 

tobacco  pouches,  Argentina 752 

soaps,  Chile 144 

china 320 

Cuba 992 

EastAihca. 480,560,666 

India 1168 

Italy 976 

laundry .  Switzerland 1134 

materials  for  manufacturing,  Cuba...  1040 

Siberia 272 

FortoBlco 480 

Portugal 928 

shaving,  Russia 353 

tcUetTchlle 672 

areeoe. 1184 

unscented,  northern  Africa 864 

spices,  dnnamon.  Spain 368 

cloves,  Spain 368 

NorthemAWca 864 

pepper.SpaIn 368 

spirits  and  beverages,  alcohol,  methyl, 

Switzerland 592 

beer.Hexloo 2G6 

PortoRloo 824 

beverage  supplies,  nonalooboUc,  Can- 
ada   976 

cacao.Spain 538 

chicory,  France 368 

cocoa,  Portugal 2S« 

Switzerland 944 

coffee,  Greece 224 

Spain 368,1008 


PaciL 

Foreign  trade  opportunities,  spirits  and  bev- 

erages,  cognac,  Venezuela 160 

dlsttUery  equipment.  Central  Amen- 

oan 48 

UnitedStates 96 

napsjuice,  Porto  Rico 634 

Bquors,  Argentina 464 

mineral  waters,  Argentina 191 

whisky,  Venezuela 160,576 

wines,  PortoRloo. 04 

Portugal 366 

Switzerland 880 

Venezuela 160 

porting  goods,  athletic  goods,  Chile 673 

Ba8tAJMcaV.v.".'.'.";;!";;i!!!i!;iii  su 

fishing  lines,  British  West  Indies....  1073 

fishing  supplies,  Russia 336 

gut,  tennis  racket,  India 496 

Spun 4S3 

tennis  balls,  Switzerland 1104 

stationery  and  supplies,  account  boOky, 

CoitnlAmeilca 144 

Argentina 786 

carbon  paper,  France 784 

IndE:... 1168 

Manchuria 512 

Russia 340 

Spain 16 

copybooks,  Italy 1130 

Russia 768 

envelopes,  Argentina 736 

RussU 768 

erasers,  rubber,  Russia 340 

Siberia 373 

inks,  Brazil 1088 

Siberia 273 

writing,  Portugal 144 

ink  pads,  Spain 16 

inkstands,  electroplated,  Brazil 513 

Inkwells,  glass,  India 1104 

notebooks,  Italy 1190 

office  appliances,  France 1300 

office  devices,  Chile 416 

Cuba 138 

Russia 400 

office  supplies,  Brazil 1088 

ChlKr 416 

China 39 

France 784 

Portugal 144 

Spain 416 

Switzerhind 1104 

paperclips,  France 1153 

papertasteners,  England 013 

pencils,  Brazil 1088 

France 1184 

Russia 340,416 

Siberia 373 

slate,Indla 33 

United  Kingdom 7M 

penholders,  Brazil 1088 

Russia 940.768 

pens,  fountain,  France 1184 

Spain 439 

Russia 940.768 

Siberia 1086 

steel,  colonial  possession 848 

sheet  holders,  loose  leaf ,  Canada 1184 

slates,  India 1168 

slate  pencils,  India 1168 

stattonerr,  BrazU 48,768,1056,1068 

BrazU  and  Argentina 800 

China 1079 

FarEast 538 

France 784 

IndU 160,1168 

PortoRloo 160 

school,  BoUvia 1066 

Siberia 979 

Spain 833 

WtotAtrica 640,800 

Westlndies lU 

•ap^es,CliiDa 83 

England 1006 

FarEast 704 

Manchuria 818 

Spain 876 
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Fanign  trade  opportnoltles,  stationer;  and 

supplies,  tablets,  Rtuaia .. , 788 

tn>*vTlten,Aneiitliia M 

aatomaiic,  Bungaiy 4M 

France 39S 

reballt,  Central  America 7S3 

Spabk 16 

Spain M,MO,UW 

WutAMca 640 

trpewriter  aaceesories,  Kaoohurla. . .     SU 

typewriter  ribbons,  France 7U 

llanchnria CU 

Riuiia 340 

Spain 18 

typewriter  nnqilles,  Chile 673 

Rosalarrr. 363 

Swltxerland 1104 

writing  materials,  Spain 416,833 

iteeL    5w  Iron  and  st«el. 
itOTei8ndtumaoes,stove8,ooold9>,gafO- 

Une,  East  Alrtea. 388,644 

aa,Ea8tAlrica. 334,613 

cooUng  and  oa,  West  AMca 640 

Qe  drying,  Veneraela 16 

8tt  UK  beating  apparatus. 

angar,  Argentina 384,464,736 

Chile 144,656 

CUna.......... 830 

Cnba _ 400 

ghxose,  Portncal 736 

Switsarlaod 640 

Greece. 224 

mm.  Pacific  Coast 688 

mill  equipment.  Central  America 48 

simpe.  East  Africa MO 

Sauib  America 480 

Swltxerland 353,928 

nmical  supplies.   See  medical  and  sur- 
gjeal  sappUcB. 

teztila,  AiseDtina. 101,606 

clotli,awning.  Far  East 388 

burlap,  Peru 720 

Chile 872 

green,  billiard  table,  Fraiice 848 

umbrella,  Far  East 704 

SpaliL 688 

unbleedied,  Venesoela 832 

corduroys,  Cliina 320 

Denmaik 666 

dress  goods,  India 160 

Milca,  dress.  South  Africa. 464 

waterproof,  China 1120 

tett,  Netherlands 160 

furnitore  coverings,  China 32 

Mexioo 256 

Netherlands 176,208 

Philippines. 832 

Switserland «6 

tarpaulins,  Franoe. 1216 

VcDexnela 160 

8a  clto  cotton  goods;  lace  and  em- 
bmideries;  linen  and  linen  goods;  alllc 
and  siOc  goods;  wool  and  woolen  goods, 
timber  products.    8a  hunber  and  tim- 
ber products. 
tolNoco  and  products,  cigarettes,  East 

Africa £12,502 

dears,  East  Africa. 612,902 

tobaon.  West  Africa 608,624,640 

toilet  articles,  Bratn. lo66 

Central  America 336 

Chile 872 

combs,  Biaiil 1056 

Chile 448 

EastAfrica 272 

Greece. 304 

Russia 448,076 

curling  ircms,  electric,  Spain 806 

^  France XU2 

Bngland.^.. 060 

tee  powder,  Central  America 288 

Bower  extracts,  ^lain 698 

manicure  goods,  Spain 432,1218 

pedioore  goods,  Spain 432 

peritamery,  Brazil. 1068,1072,1068 

Chile 856,672 

EastAfrica. 480,580,856 

Portugal. 028 

Spain »60,U88 


Pace. 

Foreign  trade  opportunities,  toilet  articles, 

petroleum  Jelly  ,CentralAmerica     560 

France S2 

FortngaL 028 

.powders,  PortngaL 928 

BouthAfrloa. S44 

Spate 400,432,1316 

sprayers,  bottle,  Switserland 876 

Switwrland 1184 

toilet  clippers,  France 362 

toilet  lets,  electroplated,  Brazil 613 

tooth  paste.  Central  America 288 

tooth  powder,  India 1168 

tools,  Argentina 1008 

artisans',  Spain 1040 

Australia 800 

Bolivia 1066 

BracU 362 

Central  America 688 

China 33 

ontteis,  cloth,  electric,  Sjnin 896 

cutting,  screw  thread.  Spate 848 

dies.  Fadflo  Coast 784 

drawing.  Pacific  Coast 784 

drills,  metal,  Switzerland 1088 

tu-mteg,  Venesuela 832 

iorms,  white  metal  silver  plaUng, 

Sp^ 1072 

France 1162,1184 

machtee  making,  insular  possession..      32 
machinists',  Norway  and  Sweden....      640 

Netherlands 160,304,672 

Russia 1008 

shoemaken'.  Far  East 432 

Spate 608,806 

stamping,  Pacific  Coast 784 

stoneoutting,  Canada 544 

Switzerland. 960 

Venezuela 160 

WeetAfrica 800 

wrenches,  plumbing,  Switzerland 1120 

trade  extension,  American  goods,  Nor- 
way       400 

barber  supplies,  Brazil 128 

builders' supplies,  China 32 

camping  outfits.  Spam 1008 

concrete  working    materials,   Vene- 
zuela       320 

curtain  materials,  reed  and  bamboo, 

France 352 

druggists' sundries,  Australia 762 

Central  American 336 

England ■  1008 

drug  store  supplies,  Central  A  merica.      336 
general     merchandise,     department 

stores,  France 818 

EastAfrica 288 

Europe 512 

Far  East 480 

PortoRico 832 

Russia 872 

Scandteavia  and  Russia 848 

SouthAfrica 18 

SouthAmerica 48) 

Spain 128,660,608 

Venezuela 368,544,832,848 

liafrdressers' supplies,  England 1008 

manufactured  products,  Porto  Rico. .      832 

Venezuela 304 

package  goods,  Chile 672 

raw  materials,  Netherlands 176 

samples,  Japan 80 

shoemakers^  supplies,  Brazil 1134 

tectmical  products,  Netlierlands 160 

travelers'  requisites,  France 816 

Spain S96, 1008 

trade  representatives,  agency,  aeroplanes 

and  hydroplanes,  Spain 1134 

Algeria 1188 

Argentina 64,191,288,888.384,484, 

608,736,1008,1024,1040 

asl)est03,  Spain 816 

Australia 240,800 

automobile,  Cuba 112 

Greece 672 

Spain 928,1012,1024 

automobile  accessories.  Spate...    1120 

Venezuela 304,352 

Bolivia 1056 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  trade  repreMnta- 

tlves,  l>ottle,  France 191 

BraxU M,  768, 976, 1072, 1134, 1200 

building  materials,  Switterland. .    lOOS 

Canada 512,752 

Central  America 384 

chair  nail;,  United  Kingdom ...       864 

chemirab,  Spain 1088 

Switierland 160,928 

Chile 384,416,666 

China 16,32,320 

coffee  and  sausage  casings,  Spain.    1008 

Colombia 128,224,1104 

colonial  possession 848 

commission,  Belgium 576 

France 816 

Netherlands 740 

Veneruela 644 

cotton,  Norway 384 

cotton  goods,  Colombia 669 

Norway 448 

cotton  yarn,  Norway 480 

cotton  and  linen  cloth,  France..      804 
cottonand  woolen  goods,Norway.      256 

creamery  supplies.  Greece 578 

Cuba 128,304.992,1040,1088 

dairy  supplies,  Newloundland ...      992 

Denmark 672,768 

dolls  and  toys,  Australia 848 

Dominican  Republic 496 

drug,  .'.ustralla 16 

France 400,656 

Spain 660 

drugs    and    chemicals,    Central 

America 448 

India 624 

dry  goods,  Venezuela 608 

dyestufls,  France 416 

Spain 1200 

electrical  apparatus,  Norway ....      176 
electriclightlngflxtures,  Portugal     928 

explosives,  Chile 1072 

export  house  in  New  York  City, 

Chile 672 

Far  East...'. 416,480,704 

flour  mill.  West  Indies 672 

flour  and  codSsh,  West  Indies..      128 

flour  and  rye,  Norway 736 

foodstuffs,  Mexico 368 

France 528,544,560,592,640,784, 

896,1120,1152,1184,1216 
general  merchandise,  Europe ....      512 

PortoRico 832 

Russia 672 

Spain 560 

Venezuela 368,848 

glassware,  Spain 144 

gloves  and  hosier}',  Norway 624 

glucose,  Switierland 640 

grain.  West  Indies 384 

hardware,  Italy 448 

hardware  and  tools,  Switierland.     960 

hosiery,  Canada 352 

France 1088 

Portugal 784 

India 191,224 

indicators,  motor,  Spain 1200 

iron  and  steel  producu,  Bra'.il..      112 

Italy 96, 112,976 

lathes  and  tooLi,  Netherlands. . . .      672 

laundry  soap.  Swit  eriand 1 134 

linoleum   and    oilcloth,  colonial 

possession 480 

machinery,    cotton,    and    linen 

goods,  ('"ranee 484 

lumlier  and  machinery,  Cuba 528 

machinery.  Argentina 1056 

Denmark 144 

FarEast 400 

France 432,608 

Russia 224 

South  and  Central  A  merica. .       32 

Swit'»rland 340 

textile,  France 512 

mail-order  bouse  goods,  Brazil. . .     992 
metal  mounts  for  tobacco  pipes, 

I'nitod  Kingdom 128 

Mexico 288 


Pace. 

Foreign  trade  opportunities,  trade  repceaenta- 

tlves,  motor  boat ,  .Netherlands .  191 

motorcar,  Netherlands 96 

Netherlands 160, 

176, 191, 20K,  301, 576,^ 

NewZealand 672 

Northern  Africa 864 

Norway 1056 

Norway  and  Sweden 640 

novellici.  Spain 1072 

oilice  equipment  and  furniture, 

Russia 400 

ofnce  supplies,  Portugal 144 

Spain 416 

oils,  Sweden 752 

overalls,  Norway 464 

paintsand  acids.  West  Indies 16 

paper,  colonial  possession 432 

Cuba 176 

Spain 48 

paper  bw,  colonial  possession 416 

papcr-mlll  machinery,  France...  144 

perfumery,  Spain 1168 

Peru 736 

PhUippines 833 

photographic  supply,  Spain 752 

piano,  Peru 416 

pig  iron,  Spain 848 

pipes,  Canada 176 

plow,  .Argentina 592 

PortoRico 480,624,640,1134 

Portugal 256,512,1152 

printing  and  supplies,  Bnuil 656 

provisions,  Switzerland 384 

purchasing.  Spain ,  608 

railway  supplies,  Portugal 960 

raincoats,  Spain 464 

refrigerators.  South  Africa 704 

rice  and  packing  house  products, 

PortoRico 496 

rotary  sewerage  strainers,  Canada  912 

rowboat  motors,  Switzerland 1216 

rubber  overshoes,  Spain 1184 

Russia 362 

sanitary  articles,  Switzerland 80O 

sausage  casing.  Spain 496 

sewing  machine.  Braill 624 

shoes,  colonial  possession 464 

Italy 592 

Switzerland 1056 

Siberia 16,272,1056 

South  Africa 16,464,544,606,656 

Spain 96,224,480,528,608. 

656, 720, 896, 944, 992, 1 152 

spindle  oil.  Switzerland 32 

Switzerland 352, 432, 768, 976, 1168 

textile,  Switzerland 96 

tinfoil,  Spain 272 

tlnplate,  Norway 1104 

tobacco  pines,  Canada 496 

toilet  articles,  Spain 1216 

tool, machine  making,  insular  pos- 
session    33 

towel, Canada 320 

tractors,  France 499 

tweed  piece  goods,  Canada 528 

typewriters,  Spain 640,1104 

umbrella  materials,  Spain 688 

underwear.  Canada 912 

Norway 416 

Venezuela 32,112,160,576,832,1130 

Venezuela  and  West  Indies 720 

wall  paper.  Insular  possession.. . .  400 

wearing  apparel,  France 448 

Norway 1200 

West  Africa 840 

We.st  Indies 784,800,816,992 

transportatioo,  supplies,  motor  or  rail, 

France 480 

trunks  and  valises,  trunks,  steel,  Fkst 

Afrfc» 288,693 

Westlndies 666 

twine.    Stt  cordage  and  twine, 
umbrellas  and  canes,  umbrellas,  British 

East  Africa, 576 

FarEast 704 

umbrella  frames,  Spain 7S3 

umbrella  materials,  Russia 1008 

Spain 888 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,   valises.     See 
tnmks  and  valises. 
Tamisli.    See  paints  and  varnishes, 
vvhlda  and  accessories,  carriages,  Argen- 
tina        64 

babr,Fnnce 816 

g|wkes,Cbina UOO 

tiresi,  calls,  (  entral  America 768 

Cliina 1200 

tnieir,  ladder,  Canada 656 

vheeb,Cbina 1200 

mrelMuaes,  storage  building,  Canada 432 

vaz,cinianba,  Italy 160,176 

cereslnes,  France 32 

France 32 

Japan 583 

paraffin,  Spain £92 

sboc,  Russia. 832 

See  ttin  apiculture. 

watting  apparel,  aprons.  Norway 400 

artudal  flovcrs,  Argentina 1024 

doUiing,  BrasiL 1088 

Chfle 656,960 

clothing,  Colombia 128 

Russia 784 

South  America 480 

tailored,  Chile 672 

women's  Russia S60 

collars,  celluloid,  Spain 432 

Philippines ; 832 

Ru3s& 448 

Westlndies 656 

Colombia 224 

ooisets,  Netherlands 304 

Switteriand 1184 

enils,  celluloid,  Spain 432 

Russia 448 

dresses.  South  Alrica 464 

France 448 

garters,  Brazil 1072,1088 

Russia 448,976 

gloves,  Argentina 1024 

Australia 240 

Central  America 432 

Italy 976 

kld.Siberia 1066 

Norway 624,1200 

Russia r 448,976 

Switzerland 1104 

haberdashery,  British  East  Africa. . .      576 

Chile : 960 

Colombia 224 

East  Africa. 592,656 

France 448 

SonthAfrica 464 

bandkerchiefs,  Australia. 240 

Brazil 1056 

i  hlle 448 

FarKast 704 

Oreece 512 

Switzerland 1104 

Westlndies 656 

hats,  felt  and  straw,  PMIipplneB 832 

Venezuela 576 

UexJoo 266 

hosiery,  Argentina 368,1024 

Australia 240,992,752 

Biazll 1056,1088 

Canada 352,752 

Central  America 432 

Chile 448,672 

Colombia 224 

France 16,1088,1120 

Oreece 1134 

India 1168 

Netherlands 208 

Norway 256,634,1200 

Orient 96 

Philippines 832 

Portugal 784 

Russia 128,448,784,976 

Siberia 271 

SoutbAfrica 464,655 

Swlturland 96,1104 

Venezuela 576 

Westlndies 636 

millinery,  Chile 672 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  wearing  apparel, 

milliner;  supplies,  Netherlands 752 

mittens,  Norway 120O 

neckties,  Brazil 1088 

Russia 448 

neckwear,  Philippines 832 

SoutbAfrica 464 

Netherlands 304 

overalls,  Norway 464 

overooats,  India 1168 

raincoats,  Spain 432,464 

Switzerland 1104 

stiirts.  Central  America 432 

BrazU 1088 

Chile 672 

India. 1168 

shirt  waists,  South  Africa. 464 

stiffening  materials,  millinery,  Switz- 
erland   1168 

sultmgs,  Brazil 1088 

suits,  children's,  Chile 448 

men  and  lioys,  Chile 672 

suspenders,  Brazil 1072,1088 

Spabi 432 

ties.  West  Indies :.  656 

topcoats,  silk,  Chile 448 

underwear,  Argentina 368 

Australia 240,752 

Brazil 768,1088 

Central  America 432,464 

Chile. 448,672 

Colombia 224 

Italy 976 

knit,  Russia 976 

Norway 256,416,1200 

Russia 352,784 

SoutbAfrica 464 

Switzerland 1104 

tropical,  East  Africa 656 

winter,  Canada 912 

wrappers,  Chile 448 

See  alto  knitting  and  knit  goods, 
weights  and   measures,  measuring  ma- 
chines, automatic,  England 1120 

scales,  Argentina 288 

France 240 

weightaig  apparatus,  Argentina 288 

metric  system.  West  Africa 640 

wire  and  wire  gods,  card  racks,  purchase 

price,  Canada 640 

fenchig,  Argentina 912 

Chile 144 

.wreenhig  materials.  New  Zealand 896 

springs.  New  Zealand 896 

wire,  Argentina 191 

barbed,  Argentina 912 

Cuba 304,1040 

PortoRKso 1134 

brass  and  copper,  Spain 768 

China 320 

electric,  Spain 944 

fencing,  Brazil 336 

Chile. 666 

Salranized-iron,  Sweden 880 

lexlco. 256 

nail,  Oreece 64 

Norway 1168 

phi,  Canada 1120 

platinum,  Switzerland 624 

reheated.  Spain 720 

Spate 480 

steel,  Switzerland 368 

telegraph,  galvanized,  China 528 

Venezuela 576 

wool  and  woolen  goods,  cloth,  Chile 656 

flannels,  Kast  Africa 384 

prlnto  I,  Argentina. 1040 

piece  goods,  Argentina 368 

Chtoa 320 

tweed, Canada 528 

wool,  Argentina 64 

woolen  goods,  Argentina 1040 

Norway 258 

woven,  colonial  possession 848 

yams,  Canada 1120 

Switzerland » 
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Forests,  areas,  Norwegian  purchases,  Russia.  676 

lectures,  China 1091 

wealth,  Oovemment  lands,  .\rgentina..  1095 
See  aim  Lumber  and  timber  products. 

Forman,  Charles  (Consul,  Bergen),  fruit 

trade 938 

tourists  trade 478 

Foster,  J.  O.  (consul  general,  Ottawa),  (odder 

and  root  crops 741 

grain,  crops 2 

stocks 53 

Foster,  P.  H.  (consul,  Jeres  de  la  Frontera), 

agrlcultnre,  crops,  Andalnsla 333 

card  indexes  of  American  exporters 814 

representation  needed 877 

France,    agricultural    implements,   (lammd 

alterthewar 642 

demcostratlons,  Loire 211 

trade. 747 

agriculture, crops 797,833 

■Mohol  importation  prohibited. 1169 

amusement  taxes 1127 

bottles 30 

bonding  material  (»>portunlties,  Haiseille  388 

batter  price  regulation 8Sl 

cable  service,  Frencb-African 386 

canal,  Suez,  tolls  increased 413 

canal  and  rare  tunnel,  HarseiUe-Rbone.  6 

carbon  tetraohjoride  embargo  relaxed 609 

oataloguas    wanted    for    Lyon    sample 

fair 446,1139 

cheese  price  regulation 831 

chestnuts,  candied 347 

cocoon  production 881 

commercial  register 801 

commission,  agricultural  Implements 642 

moving-picture  censorship 966 

congress,  f^un,  Lyon 449 

consular-work  results 282 

customs  duties 977 

cutlery  trade  and  shortage 498 

declarations,  export  and  import,  require- 
ments   401 

embargo  list 49,97,433,737 

export,  prohibition 81 ,345, 385, 450 

(air,  sample,  "  La  Poire  de  Paris,"  Paris.  730 

Lyon 446,962,1139 

Are  brigades,  Paris 1182 

furniture,  ofBce,  Marseille 389 

hardware  opportunities,  Marseille 388 

heating  systems,  supplies,  list  of  firms . . .  325 

import  prohlliitlon 17 

mine,  nationalization 1014 

movlnK-ploture  films 392, 964 

newspaper,  reduction  in  size 273 

oil  cake  price  regulation 831 

ores,  uranium-bearing,  embargorelaxed..  145 

plants,  Industrial 7 

port,  deep-water,  Brest 725 

Improvements,  Havre 356 

precious  stone  Importation  permitted 257 

regulations,  trade 450 

scholarship  endowment 649 

school ,  hotel  managers  and  employees .. .  237 
ships  and  shipping  line,  Halifax  to  St. 

Nazaire 625 

silk  associations,  amalgamate,  Lyon 630 

sltk-conditionlng  house,  Lyon 412 

students  to  visit  United  States 431 

sugar,  distribution 998 

imports  from  Mauritius 790 

sugar  cards  Issue  for  regulating  consump- 
tion    1026 

tartar  Import  prohibition 305 

mo\-lnK-plcture  theaters 964 

tobacco  trade  and  supplies 463 

tourists  travel 1008 

tractor  demonstrations,  Loire 211 

trade    exten-sicn,     Franco  -  American 

methods 1022 

trade  review 818 

trimmings,  tinsel  and  metal  fabric 6S2 

typewriters 282 

walnutcrop,  Grenoble 285 

waterways,  deepening  and  widening 7 

wheat  production 917 

Fiances,    t>.    R.    (American    Ambassador, 

Fetrograd),  import  restrictions,  Russia 673 
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Freeman,  C.  II.  (Consul,  Sydney),  fish  And 

fisheries,  Nova  Scotia. 779 

Freight  and  passenger  rates,  freight,  changes, 

NewZeland 434 

conditions,  China 131 

Increased,  complaints  against.  South 

Africa 1019 

Dutch  East  Indies 339 

to  England,  Ceylon 986 

statistics,  Chile 858 

passenger  trans-Pacific  Increased,  China. .  753 

regulation  by  pool,  Colombia 483 

See  aim  Railways;  Ships  and  shipping. 

FrcnahAtrIca,oableser[lce,French-ArrIcui..  386 

com  products.  Reunion 713 

fibers,  raffia  aod  ureno  lobats. 1108 

tobacco  and  products. 1203 

trade  review,  Ivory  Coast 793 

.tropical  products 1106 

vanilla  market  sought  in  United  States. .  1106 

wax  market  sought  In  United  States 1106 

Frost,  A.  C.  (consul,  Oenca),  agricultural 

«rops 811 

bank  branch  established 477 

cotton  Imports OSS 

merchant  marine  govemmeiDt  (rid 147 

oils,  cottonseed  imports 87 

poriQenoaextensionandlmprovemants.  1204 

sericulture  Industry 230 

sugar,  oonstunptlon  and  prices 1046 

trade 142 

tobaooo  and  products 627 

trade  review 1^1105 

wine  production 27,357 

Frost,  Wesley  (consul,  Cork),  consular  work 

results..;. 1161 

motor  truck  plant 1012 

Fruit,  American  trade,  effect  of  tariff,  Aus- 
tralia   1083 

apples,  British  Columbia,  domestic 

trade 707 

crop.  New  Brunswick 589 

embargo  to  Scandinavia  removed, 

England 257 

exports,  to  Scandinavia  and  Russia, 

England 497 

growing,  -Vew  Brunswick 798 

opportunities,  Siberia 107 

purchased,  Denmark 960 

Sweden 580 

bananas,  crop  and  trade,  Honduras 882 

exports,  Dominican  Republic 738 

use    for    manufacture    of    alcohol, 

Honduras 104 

blueberry-pie  stock,  Canada 511 

canned,  Straits  Settlements 5S 

citrons,  crop  and  trade.  Oreece 962 

Industry  and  trade,  Italy 156 

current  production  and  trade,  Oreece. . .  218. 

513, 955 

exports  to  England,  Tasmania 494 

exposition,  Brazil 046 

postponed,  Peru 1097 

fig  exports  to  united  States,  Portugal. . .  929 

fresh,  domestic  market  (or,  Australh 237 

fresh  and  dried,  Germany 389 

grapes,  crop,  Spain 214 

exports   delayed   through   tonnage 

shortage,  Spain 679 

industry,  Switzerland 86 

production,  Italy 932 

olive  crop,  Spain 273,934 

opportimlties,  Siberia 107 

oranges,  embargo  removed,  England 1 

exportation,  Spain 193 

wohard  registration.  New  Zealand 829 

production,  Oermany SM 

raisin  crop,  Spain 1148 

trade  and  American  opportunities,  Nor- 
way   938 

See  also  Agriculture. 

Fuel,  coke,  production,  Austria. 765 

Canada 227 

trade,  United  States 358,522,874 

economizing  de\ice,  Netherlands 691 

gas,  UnltedStates 26 

Ugnlte  deposits,  Sicily 321 

new  experiments,  Spain 828 
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rocI,dIiiseb7nUways,CoetaRioa W7 

patent  exports,  Wales 1048 

peatindmtry.Rassia IVU 

nroduetlon.  SUesia. 801 

SetaUo  Briquets;  Coal. 

Fnndttite,  exlUbitioii,  Chile 805 

filing  cabinets,  Biitlah  West  AMoa 82 

Netlierlands «82 

flUng  devices,  Spain UOS 

office,  Cnracao HOT 

Fiance 38B 

rattan  exports,  HoDglcoiig 274 

steel,  BraSl. IIW 

Furs  and    fur-bearlnx   animals,    ohinrJillla 

hunting  pn'ilbited,  Chile 478 

taxes,  expOTts,  Canada. 22B 

industrv.  Prince  Edward  Island 834 

tms,  fair  trade,  Nizhni  Novgorod •  435 

sale,  Bt.  Louis ITV 

trade,  Canada S38 

Nidmi  Novgorod  blr 884 

UnitedStates 617 

opossums.  New  Zealand 371 

rabbits.  New  Zealand 181 

sable  tiapplDg  regulations,  Russia 426 

Camon,  I.  A.(eaD8ul,  Corinto),  coffeeerop..  S30 

ctossties,  railwav 370 

trade  review,  Nicaragua 279 

Oarrels,  Arthur  (consul,  Alexandria),  brew- 
ing industry 30 

cotton  crop 547,886,925 

cotton  and  cottonseed  trade 551 

warning  against  use  of  magazines  in  pack- 
ing   281 

Gas  and  electric  fixtures,  electric  opportuni- 
ties, Canada 1074 

trade  and  American  opportunities,  Aus- 

tria-Bungary 1191 

Gassett,  Percival  (consul,  Malaga),  filing  de- 
vices   1195 

ships  and  shipping  tonnage  shortage 579 

Ganlin,  A.  (consul  generai,  Marseille),  bot- 
tles   30 

canal  and  rove  tunnel,  Marseille-Rbone. .  6 
Oanss,  C.  E.  (consul,  Tientsin),  beans,  pro- 
duction and  trade 5<M 

coins,  subsidiary  minting 461 

Germany,  accidents,  street  railway 233 

bicvcle  tires,  substitutes 1078 

buildings,  agricultural  college 902 

building  operations,  Stuttgart 531 

dialk-manufoctarinK  methods 1(XI2 

coal  mining,  Silesia 888 

convention,  coal  mining,  Silesia 889 

Batlrons 802 

fruit,  fresh  and  dried,  Silesia. 388 

production S94 

fuel  production,  Silesia 891 

galaUth  production  and  manubcturing 

process 123 

h(^,  production,  Wurttemberg 564 

prospects,  Bavaria 24 

,    industries,  technical  library  aid 700 

insurance,  coal  mining,  Silesia 882 

life 644 

labor,  coal  mining,  Silesia 889 

library,  tedmlcal 700 

locomotives,  new  type , 651 

Ml  production  from  fmlt  stones 253 

paper  yams  metrically  numbered 679 

plows  motor 1037 

poromin  prices. 807 

rallwaj's,  financial  results 190 

railway  snpphes 1 175 

students,  female  enrollment  in  universi- 
ties  rm 126 

tobacco,  cultivation 1154 

industry .  law  encouraging 279 

Ooiman  West  Africa,  metals  and  minerals ...  786 

trade  review,  Togoland  and  Kamcnm ...  997 
OlMs  and  glassware,  bottles,  industry  and 

trade,  Argentina 844 

opportimltles,  France 30 

purdiased,  England 1035 

ghMUndnstry,  Russia 1122 

wtDdoWfOilna 947 
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Olass  and  jglassware,  glassware  e.^hibition, 

Chile! 803 

Imports,  South  Africa 1105 

lamp  ohinmeyj,  Malay  Peninsula 311 

lenses,  lmo7,X7nited  States 940 

watch  crystals,  Swltierland 1411 

Oloe,  stock,  Spain 910 

Coding,  F.  w.  (consul  general,  Guayaqnil)j^ 

trade  review,  Ecuador 283,581 

Gore ,  J .  A .  (consul ,  Regina) ,  A  merican  good  s, 

Saskatchewan 13 

Gottsohalk.  A.  L.  M.  (consulgeneral,  Rio de 

Janeiro),  agencv  desired. 861 

agricultural  conditions 518 

cattle  Indastry 170 

cement  trade 888 

civil  code 348 

coal  deposits,  Parana IW 

importa 66 

coffee  Industry 343 

congress,  good  roads 490 

odontolopical 489 

cotton  cultivation,  Bahia 510 

dentistsand  ptivsicians'  practice  require- 
ments  ; 537 

dry  goods  and  wearing  apparel 380 

exposltton,  fruit 645 

ezpositlDn  and  oongrees,  cattle 1111 

bctories.rice 496 

feedstuffs  experiments 514 

fibers,  saudade 949 

goatskins,  exports 535 

guide,  shippers 626 

klmberlltc  resources 798 

meat  exports 245 

nuts,  blcuhvba,  oil-produdng 1149 

ofSce  supplies 1192 

ollve-oil  Imports 39 

paperlndustry  and  trade 805 

seeds,  pasture 503 

ships,  salvageinventlon 488 

slilrts  import  trade 453 

talc,  deposits 1081 

telephone  lines,  merging 677 

wool  exports 1154 

Oovemment  activities,  branch  office,  customs 

and  trade,  Australia 633 

established,  Dayton.  Ohio 354 

census  history,  United  States 950 

commercial  register,  France 801 

commission  for  regulating  consnmpUon 

of  sugar,  Italv 881 

committee,   biiU  head   and   load  lines, 

UnitedStates 149 

competition ,  utilities  Porto  Rico 125 

customs  stamp  mill ,  Canada 355 

dextrose  study,  United  States 179 

federal  department,  live  stock,  Uruguay.  927 

financial  reorganization,  Spain 694 

health  and  physical  infirmities,  Argen- 
tina  :. 1045 

leather  manufocture  from  shark  skins, 

UnitedStates 913 

lepers,  detention  stations,  (Colombia 761 

parliament-house  bids,  Australia 1053 

primary  trlangulatlon,  motor  tracks  used 

on,  United  States 701 

saving,  Colombia 1153 

tests,  concrete  columns  and  insulating  ma- 
terials. United  States 1187 

finished    clay    refractories,    United 

States ; 765 

fire   walls  and   partitions,   United 

States 387 

Ufa  buoy,  can.  United  States 611 

materials    and    products,    United 

States 873 

occulting   blinds   for   range  lights, 

UnitedStates 648 

radlnm,  United  States 785 

railroad -track    scales.     United 

States 471,1201 

various  materials,  United  States 437 

wire  rubber  insulation,  effect  of  dry 

heat.  United  States.. 18 

work,  acclimatization.  Bureau  of  Fish- 
eries, United  States 232 
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Qovemment   aotiviilos,  work,  6ureaa    of 

Standards,  United  States 786,994 

Census     Buiean,     annual     report, 

UnltedStatee V74 

electrolysis  surrey,  Bureau  ol  Stand- 
ards, United  States 819 

laboratory,    Bureau    of    Fisheries, 

UnltedStates 661 

publication,   Department  of  Com- 
merce, United  States 984 

research    on    Industrial    problems, 

UnltedStates 821 

Weather  Bur&u  aervice  in  Caribbean 

Sea 398 

Oiacey,  W.  T.  (consul,  Seville),  adding  ma- 
chines, low-priced 331 

collars  and  shirts,  Andalusia 422 

royal  palace,  construction 237 

Oraham,  H.  E.  (vice  consul,  Seville),  ottve 

crop 934 

Onin,  congress  Lyon 449 

com  (maite)  crop,  South  AfHca 129 

com  imports,  Sptdn 161.829,801 

crops,  damBsed  by  drought  and  locusts, 

Argentina 1180 

estimates,  Canada 2 

elevator  construction,  Australia 89 

oats,  production,  New  Zealand 213 

Uruguay 703 

seed  forfarmers,  Turlrey 186 

stocks,  surplus,  Canada 53 

wheat,  bulk,  handling,  Australia S88 

fan-sown,  Canada 741 

imports,  Spain 161.529,801 

increased    production   encouraged, 

France 917 

industry,  New  South  Wales 767 

production.  New  Zealand 213 

Spain 934 

supply,  Australia .' 161 

trade,  changes,  Japan 869 

See  alto  Agriculture. 
Greases.    Set  Oils  and  greases. 

Oreeoe,  American  goods  purchased 808 

brewer's  supplies  purchased 944 

citron  crop  and  trade 962 

coOea  purchased 944 

consular-work  results 808,944 

ootton-growlng  experiments 235 

currants,  production  and  trade 218,513,955 

daylight  saving 379 

exchange,  dollar 984 

foodstims  control 353 

insurance  companies  operations 435 

laws  taxing  Insurance  profits 436 

poppy  cultivation,  Macedonia 307 

shoe  factory 815 

Orindlng  materials.    See  Cleansing  and  Pol- 
ishing materials. 
Orout,  J.  H.  (consul,  Milan),  agricultural  im- 
plements and  liard  ware 1002 

Quadeloupe,  buttons,  French  West  Indies.. .  436 

c^aloguo  mailing  methods 119 

fortiliur  trade 756 

lime  Juice  and  oU 489 

shipping  documents,  suggestions  for  mail- 
ing   811 

vanilla  crop 1170 

Ouatemala,  canal,  Interooastal 1150 

cattle  Industry 534 

cement  tiling  lactory 723 

cigarette  tax  imposed 1138 

coOeecrop 707 

commission,  hookworm  eradication 907 

cotton-fabrics  trade 1034 

exhibition,  domestic  products 692 

Feast  of  Minerva  celeoratlon  revived 692 

fruit  canning  and  preserving  plant 941 

harbor,  Pactflccoast 1150 

hide  industry  and  exports 1095 

hookworm  eradication 507 

insurance,  fire  and  11(9 517 

jelUestrado 941 

leather  industry 1095 

moving-picture  situation 334 

musical  instruments 533 

packing-house  construction 534 

paper  trade 902 
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Ouatemala,  preserves  trade Ml 

quarries,  marble,  American  capita]  In....  1014 

railway  improvements 614 

ships  and  shipping  schedule 851 

shoe  industry  and  trade 1094 

sugar  industry 928,987 

trade  review 326 

woolen  goods  trade 1034 

Oonsaulus,  E.  N.  (oonsul,  Johannesburg), 

gold  production,  Rhodesia 348 

hosierT  trade  and  imports 484 

irrigatioo  and^am  protect,  Transvaal. . .  182 

municipal  enterprises 173 

piano  trade 744 

Ouyant,C.  E.  (oonsul,  Barranquilla),  budget.  209 

construction  notes 216 

floods,  Magdalena  and  Cauca  Rivers 1058 

leper  detention  stations 761 

loan,  municipal  Improvements 467 

packing-house  subventions 605 

pool,  Magdalena  River  traffic 493 

railway  extension 450 

railway  supplies 918 

street  improvements,  Bogota 244 

wireless-telegraph  stations 221 

Haeberle,  A.  T.  (consul,  Pemambtioo),  abat- 
toir offered  for  lease 769 

fibers,  jangada 905 

Hair  and  hair  goods,  hair,  cattle  and  horse, 

Manchuria 415 

human,  Hongkong 116 

mohair  trade,  South  AlHca 106 

Haiti,  sugar  central  construction 452 

sugar  company  organized 21 

Hale,  Albert  (eonunerdal  attach^,  Buenos 
Aires),   hardware,   Argentina,    Paraguay, 

and  Uruguay 580 

Hale,  F.  D.  (consul,  Huddeisfield),  ooilege, 

technical 683 

employees,  textile,  receive  Increased  war 

bonus 820 

trade  review 817 

woolen  goods  and  worsteds 675 

Halsey ,  F.  M.  (special  agent),  British  invest- 
ments, Latin  America 20 

list  of  Russian  securities 662 

loan  for  water  company  floated  in  New 

York,  Chile 881 

railway  returns,  Uruguay 502 

Halstead,  Albert  (consul  general,  Vienna), 

daylight  saving. 163 

postage  and  telegraph  rates 625 

roentgen  rays 402 

trade  review 549 

Hamm,  W.  C.  (consul,  Newcastle-on-Tyne), 

musical  Instruments 1117 

Handler,  W.   W.   (consul  general,  Callao, 

Lima),  customs  revenues 1025,1185 

flaxseed  market  sought 380 

gold,  guaranty  for  circular  bank  checks . .  862 

industrial  statisUcs 465 

insurance  companies 1101 

opium  Importation  and  sale 486 

sugar  production  and  exports 123 
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bulletin,  oommenlal  education 836 

"Caution  and  Adnundtlon  (or  Trans- 

porMlan  of  Dangerous  Artides"..  881 
"Cntennial  Celebration  of  the  V.  8. 

Coast  and  OaodeUc  Survey,  1918".  262 

«oastfilot,AUantio 283 

«od*,Itattonal  Electrical  Saftity 838 

"CotMnOoodsin  British  WUa"....  700 

"Exporting  to  Australia" 468 

Oorcnunent 227,346, 

440,  H6,eiO,  71^00,805,063,1066, 1171 
"History  of  the  Codnslieries  of  the 

PadOeCoast". 306 

"Imports  of  Iteobandise  by  Articles 

imaConntrle*,191I-1916"^ 837 

inaid»ft)ate  pOot,  New  York  to  Key 

West 888 

Ugbt  list,  lower  Mississippi  Blver  and 

nMbotaiies 704 

"Lyons  Sample  Fair;  an  Amttlean 

Export  Opportunity" 982 

"Marlnrts  for  American  Hardware  in 
Argentina,   Paraguay,   and   Uru. 

guay" 680 

"MalrkMs  tor  American  Hardware  in 

QjUeaadBottria" 384 
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Publlnatlctui,  United  States,  "Noteson  some 
Mining  Districts  in  Eastern  Ne- 
vada"   174 

paper,  meaguiing  pumps  for  gasoline .  282 
"Peruvian   Markets   for   American 

Hardware" 488 

points,  Bltltudee,  or  elevations 397 

''Radio    Stations    of    the    United 

States" 808 

"  Baoohailmetric  Normal  Weight  and 

Spedflc  Rotation  of  Dextroee" 179 

"  Saving  of  Waste-Paper  Material " . .  866 
"Seagoing  Vessels  of  U.  S.  with  Cm- 

daf  NnmbCTS  and  Signal  I.etters".  1086 

"Story  o(theCensU8,l790  to  1918"..  960 
summary  of  experiments  on  stiver 

voltameter. 98 

"Survey   of   Fldilng   Groniids   on 
Coasts  of  Washington  and  Oiegon, 

1915" 688 

tide  tables. 178,496,497 

"Yukon-Koyukuk  Rnrion" 367 

veterinary  sdenoe  books,  nrsia 656 

PubUcwork8,bridge,  cantilever,  Australia. .  760 

comrete,  Argentina 36 

constiiiction,  Slam 84 

Padflc  Railway,  Costa  Rica 862 

steel  railway,  Quna 777 

dam  across  Vaal  River,  South  Africa 384 

drainage,  Zulder  Zee 141 

improvements,  Panama 78 

proposed,  Ecuador 838 

rove  tunnel,  conditions,  France 6 

sewerage  system,  South  Africa 304 

water  supply,  Honduras 70 

Improvements  and  extension,  Argen- 

Sae  ofw  Harbois  uid  dceks;  Muidcipai 

enterprises;  Power  and  power  plant*; 

Sanitation. 
Pnllen,  A.  B.  (vice  consul,  Fort  LImon), 

horseshoe  and  nail  Imports 486 

moving-picture  films 663 

oil  fuel,  use  by  railways. 997 

packing  methods 67 

traderevlew 648 

turtle  industry 870 

Putnam,  J.  R.  (consul,  Valencia),  moving- 

pioturefUms 980 

onion  crop  and  exports 228 

orange  exportation  regulations 193 

raUncrop 1148 

Qnarriee  and  quarrying,  chalk  mannltfitiiring 

method,  Germany 1063 

marble,  American  capital  in  Onatemala.  1014 

talc  deposits,  Bradl 1081 

Bailwavs,  activities,  China 1124 

bridge  across  Barranca  River,  CostaRica.  862 
construction,  Batum  to  TreUtond,  Rus- 
sia   888 

concession  granted,  Bradl 866 

Ecuador 822 

Japan 368 

Manchuria 868 

New  Zealand 1087 

Peru 837 

Russia 233 

standards,  Chile 786 

subsidy  granted,  Cuba 868 

construction  and  completion,  Siberia 444 

oonstmction  and  revenues,  Venemela ...  313 

development,  Malay  Peninsula 636 

aamhigs,  Caittda 898 

electric,  construction,  Bolivia 84 

flnandal  results,  Germany 100 

interurban,  Ecuador 1068 

opened.China ^...  221 

*Bq)loyees,  full  payment  of  salaries,  Chile  1134 

puiilon  (und,  Argentina 346 

extension,  branch  line  to  Umtata,  South 

Alrica 863 

Colombia 460 

Cusoo-Santa  Ana,  Peru 754 

1,Cuba 74 

86 
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Railways,  extensioDs  and  repairs, Ecuador..  886 
goremment,  earnings,  British  West  Af- 
rica   987 

improvements,  Ouatemala 614 

British  West  Indies 706- 

ImproTements  and  extensions.  Central 

America 615 

liklnaboUtion,  China 739 

lines,  Siamese  Southern 853 

operations,  Brazil 1027 

option,  Nicaragua 1083 

pavilion,  Siam 8S2 

rates.  South  Africa 1020 

returns,  Uruguay S02 

service.  Transandine.  Chile 793 

state,  electriflcatlon,  Norway 377 

statistics,  Siam 978 

Switierland 1086 

street,  electric  lines,  Netherlands,  Am- 
sterdam    935 

electric  service  inaugurated,  Cubs...  USB 

overhead  trolley  system,  Scotland ...  643 

traffic  surtax  imposed,  Switierland 769 

tramway  ireight  transfer,  Spain 356 

See  also  Freight  and  passenger  rates. 
Railway  supplies,  American  opportunities 

after  the  war.  New  SSealand 1067 

British  West  Indies 706,1063 

Colombia 918 

cars,  (relirht,  Russia 236 

Uruguay 129 

passenger,  heating,  Argentina SS 

shortage,  Canada > 872 

crosstles  industry  and  supply,  Nicaragua  370 

demand,  Cuba 74 

locomotives,  British  West  Indies 706 

Oermany 651 

Russia 236 

South  Africa 67 

rallinvestlgatloas.  United  States 437 

renewal,  Oermany :.  117S 

Balrden,  B.  S.  (consul,  Batavla),  automobile 

imparts 725 

freiftat  rates  increased 339 

rublMT  exports 705,1137 

trade  review Ill 

Rasmusen,  R.  M.  (consul,  Ooteborg),  ship- 
building industry 1038 

tar  street  stufaeing 981 

Rayndal,  O.  B.  (consul  general,  Constanti- 
nople), irrigation,  Adana  Plain 187 

Turkish  student  scholarships 1063 

Ray,  J.  A.  (consul,  Odessa),  locomotives  and 

fivightcars 236 

ticket-selling  machines 347 

Reat,  S.  C.  (consul,  Guatemala  City),  cattle 

IndustlT 534 

cigarette  tax 1138 

coffee  crop 707 

cotton  fabrics  and  woolen  goods 1034 

Feast  of  Uinerva 692 

hookworm  eradication 507 

insurance.  Are  and  lilb 517 

interooastal  canal 1150 

Jellies  and  preserves  trade 941 

marble  quarries,  American  capital 1014 

moving  pictures 334 

musical  Instruments 532 

paper  trade 902 

railway  improvements  and  extensions, 

C!entral  America 614 

shipping  schedule,  Ouatemala  to  New 

York 851 

shoe  and  leather  Industry 1094 

sugar  Industry 926,987 

Redfleld,  W.  C.  (Secretary),  bulkhead  and 

load  Unes  investigation 149 

captain,  American  steamer  Camlno  hon- 
ored   3 

cartage  as  factor  in  cost  of  living 978 

Census  Bureau  work 974 

ctilef     quartermaster,     "  Kroonlan^'s," 

swarded  medal 1051 

dangerous  articles,  transportation 861 

lighthouse  inspectors' convention 1022 

hothouse  service  employees  commended  26, 433 

waste  paper  cooperative  saving 865 
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Reed,  L.  E.  (vice  consul,  London),  foodstuffs, 

government  control 916 

liay  and  straw  prices 7S8 

tin-box  trade  wages 651 

Refrigeration,  cold-storage  industry,  Russia.  1123 

plants,  oonstmctlon,  Siberia 446 

exemptlonfromtaxes,BrasU..i 1046 

Renlllard,  H.  (vice  Cimsul,  Swatow),  electric 

lighting  system 1030 

Resources,  development,  South  Afrloa. 994 

kimberlite  study,  Biazii 798 

metids  and  minerals,  Chile 9U 

German  West  Africa. 788 

Spain. 820 

Revenues.    See  Taxes  and  revenues. 
Richardson,  E.  V.  (consul,  Monctoi),  auto- 
mobile registration 61 

biscuit  industry 1022 

branch  banks 676 

canned  goods,  prices 466 

shortage 414 

city  hall  completed 476 

customs  returns  increased 189 

Diesel  engine  power  plant lOW 

education,  agricultural 933 

farms,  community,  Ibr  immigrants 439 

Illustration  noiilts 999 

Ierry<»r  service 676 

fish  and  fisheries  faidustry 780 

flour-mill  operations 37 

fox  exports 229 

lumber,  exports  to  ove»4ea  consignees. . .  223 

lumber  industry 342, 1U8 

machinery,  baking 481 

maple-sugar  Industry 298 

mines,  wolfram  operations 383 

oyster  cultivatioi 871 

pulp-mill  construction. 948 

poultTTShow 627 

rainfall  decreased 871 

revenue -. —  960 

school-building,  construction 74 

schooners  in  lumber  trade 68ft 

shipbuilding  industry 641,1075 

smelts  fishing  season  opened 991 

snow  plows 1102 

telephone  exchange  extension. 646 

trade  review 301 

warehouse  coostruotion. 216 

wood  pulp,  production  on  crown  lands . .  910 

transportation 446 

Roads  and  road  machinery,  highway  con- 
struction, Dominican  RepuDlic 667 

machhiery.  Colombia :  244 

New  Zealand 71 

roads,  concrete,  New  Zealand 71 

constructltm,  Slam 84 

fanprovaments,  Brasil 400 

streets,  improvements,  Colombia 244 

tar  surfocing,  Sweden 981 

street-cleaning  machinery  bids  wanted, 

(^^Ij^ 734 

See  dn  iiachines  and  machinery. 

Robertson,  W.  H.  (consul  general,  Buenos 
AlreR),  agricultural  areas  under  culti- 
vation   916 

algarrobin,  new  dye  material 781 

cattle,  pedigree 808 

cement  factory 186 

cowpea  use  limited 86 

drought  and  locusts  damage  crops 1160 

license  fee,  commercial  travelers 50 

mandolifi  keys 018 

merchant  marine 243 

meters,  ^  and  water 124 

railway  employees' pension  fund 346 

lepresentatives  for  American  bousse 831 

sort-drink  trade MS 

trade-extension  methods 66 

trade  review 44,» 

Roth,  J.  H.(viceconsul,  Guayaquil),  budgets  117B 

oaoao  exports 687 

eight-hour  law,  requirements 2U 

flre-hydrant,  installation 668 

liquor  law 748 

postal  money-order  treaty,  Anglo-Soua- 

dorian 121 
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Both,  J.  H.,  public  works 836 

railways,  e<HBtruction 822 

dectrlrc  tntenirban 1066 

tobacco  control ■  710 

trade  coDdMoDS 808 

trade  raview 113,148 

Rannanla,  textiles  Industrv SO 

Kabbcr.coltlvatlai,  Siam.'. 776 

ebonite  trade,  Switierland 616 

exports,  Brazil 18,542,843 

British  OtUana 271 

Dutch  East  Indies 1137 

Java. 705,817 

Malay  Peninsula 129,148 

Industry,  Hoodunu 1076 

India 108 

Rnbbar  goods.  Importation  permitted,  Eng- 
land  :. .^7. Tr.  iss 

imports.  Slam 1125 

tubing  tesu.  United  States 437 

Russia,  agricultural  implements,  opportuni- 
ties   937 

situation 696 

trade.  Siberia. 1141 

agriculture,  crops 425, 547 

apples,  Imporuttlon  requirements 497 

opportunities,  Siberia 107 

bank£%  briUtles,  Siberia 1162 

book  cloth  trade 837 

btandi  banks,  Siberia 302 

bodgets 502 

canal,  Volga-Don 655 

calhiloee  mill,  Norwegian 676 

central  board  for  purchase  and  distribu- 
tion of  agricalturelimplements 696 

diemical  Industry 1122 

cold-storage  Indmtry 1123 

oonlerence,furlnterests,NixhnlNoTgarod 

Fair 426 

ooonlar  work  resnits 3(8 

credit  Inftrmationbnreaa 817 

dairy  ^iparatus,  Siberia 1147 

fUt«o,naln  elevator 521 

tomtt,  Norwegian  purchases 676 

beigbtcars , 236 

(raft  opportunities,  Siberia 107 

fun,  lafr  trade  Nizhni  Novgorod 426,884 

glass  Industry 1122 

soods,  demand,  Siberia 44S 

transit  prohibitions 631 

nainelevaton 108,445,519 

narresteis,  Siberia 1145 

imports,  private 625,1106 

ptaUbitlan 241 

restrictions 673 

Industrial  devehmments 1122 

projects,  Siberia 443 

iron  and  steel  Industry 260 

lace  and  embroidery  cottons 393 

loans,  government 662 

looomotlves 236 

lamber  and  paper  coinpany,  Norwegian .  676 

machinery,  post  pressing 1123 

rafrigeiation 1123 

tieket-selUng 347 

manganese  ore  exports  and  prices 904 

manolactared  goods,  demand ,  Siberia . . .  94.'> 

shortage,  Ural  Begion 374 

paper,  American  porebased 393 

paper  factory,  Siberia 411 

pspCT-making  Industry 115 

peat  industry 1123 

platinum  production 661 

plow  trade,  Siberia 1144 

port,  Arctic  Ice-(ree 33 

namechanged 671 

VladlvostM  closed  toprivate  Imports  673 

power  and  power  plant,  Finland iva 

pulp  mill,  sulphite,  Finland 1051 

railway  oonstniction 233,309,444 

refrigeration  plants,  Siberia 445 

sable  txam>ing  regulations 426 

aeoDrltiesfist 662 

separating  cylinders  for  grain  elevators. . .  521 

■epaiatots,  grain  elevator 519 

suns,  trade,  Nizhni  Novgorod  Fair 885 

sugar  beet  crop 613,904 

terms  of  credit 1163 
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Russia,  thrasher  trade,  Siberia 1146 

theater  tickets,  method  of  using 347 

town  inauguration  proposed 31 

tractor  trade,  Siberia 1146 

trade,  Ural  Region ,. 374 

trade  extension  methods,  English  stu- 
dents to  study 164 

Siberia. 446 

trade  review 253,404.462,772,1106 

transportation  facilities  lacking,  Siberia. .  445 

turpentine  plant,  Caucasus 256 

ventilators,  grain  elevator  requirements..  520 

winches,  port 918 

Saddlery  and  harness,  industry,  New  Zea- 
land   180 

Set  alto  Iron  and  steel;  Leather  goods. 

Safes,  American  opportunities.  South  Africa.  1079 

St.  Pierre  Island,  agricultural  crops 150 

beer  shortage  and  opportunitMs 141 

fisheries  Industry 160 

Salvador,  loan  for  market  place 675 

parcel-post  service  established  with  Spain  162 

revenuo.  decree  governing  collection.'...  71 

Sammons,  Thomas  (consul  general,  Shang- 
hai), agricultural  Implements 330 

beer,  methods  for  introducing 794 

building  operations 946 

butter  and  cheese  trade 1180 

newspaper,  British  interest  in 1118 

shipping  conditions 1202 

shook  trade 525 

trade  review 114 

wine  and  spirit  trade , 612 

woolen  goods  trade 910 

Samoa,  general  stores 489 

Sanltation,appllances,  South  Africa 631 

changes,  China 1165 

drainage  system.  South  Africa 631 

regulations,  Panama 98 

Venezuela 831 

sewerage   system,   construction.  South 

Africa 394 

water-bome.SouthAfrIca 1129 

See  alto  Municipal  enterprises:    Public 

WOTks. 

Savage,  J.  U.  (consul,  Sheffield),  electrode 

pluit  construction 55 

Schmedeman,  A.   O.   (American   minister, 
Christiania),  copper  Importation  permitted, 

Norway 577 

Norwegian-American     bank    establish- 
ment. New  York 428 

Schuiz,  y/.  H.  (consul,  Berne),  bookblndbig 

supplies  trade 548 

cheese  and  chocolate  exports 763 

chemical  catalogues  available 814 

chemical  industry 583 

commercial  attacnj  appointment  for  Lon- 

dcm ..;. 190 

cotton  and  cotton  goods  trade  regulations.  419 

ebcnlte  trade 616 

iabrics  trade 569 

Federal  employees  salaries  increased 196 

foodstuffs  sales  at  reduce.-!  prices 609 

hay  and  straw  prfces 921 

leather  trade  and  demand 546 

milk,  condensed ,  and  chocolate  exports. .  249 

moving  picture  films 970 

potato  shortage 369 

railway  traffic  surtax  Imposed 769 

rennet  trade 189 

stenciling  machinery 588 

stocks  and  bonds  market 188 

sugar  Imports 689 

taxes,  war  profits 218 

watches,  export  trade 383 

industry  and  trade 1206 

prices  increased 829 

Scidmore,  O.  H.  (consul  general,  Yokohama), 

bankoperatIons,overseas,andbranche9.  610 

bean  proluct  Ion 606 

cotton  goods  and  iron  industries 681 

Industries,  new 284 

labor  emmlgratlon  to  Brazil 539 

metal  pro Juctlon,  Far  East 212 

paper  pulp  Industry i,,  ^ 

rkiecrop «7,44Z 
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Sddnun,  O.  H.,  ships  and  shipping,  profits 

an  1  dividends 215,778 

wheat  trade 889 

Sdentifio  Instraments,  roentgen  rays  develop- 
ment, Austria-Hungary 403 

silver  voltameter  expenments.  United 

States I tS 

Sootland,  oonfeotlcmery  trade 1151 

fisheries  Industry 381 

houstaig  working  people...-. 457 

bidusMal  falr^Iasgow 1044 

language,  Rosslan,  study  In  sobools 538 

pap<>r,  wall,  popular 1088 

street  railways,  overhead  trolley  system, 

Edtnbnr^ 048 

tractors,  motor 315,  <M 

Seeds  and  bulbs,  bulbs,  narcissus  exports, 

China 888 

seeds,  beet-sugar  Imports 588 

grass  Import  prohibition,  Norway. . .  81 

onion,  B  ermu  is 147 

crop,  Canary  Islands 181 

pasture,  Brazil 503 

Saltier,  H.  O.  (ooosnl,  Breslau),  buildings, 

agrleultutal  collage 903 

Irons,  flat 883 

paper  yams  metrically  numbered 878 

porcelain  prices 887 

tobacco  cultivation 1154 

Shank,  8.  H.  (consul,  Palermo),  nut  Industry 

and  tr»de,  SlcUy 78 

Sharp,  Huniw  (cansul,  Beliast),  flour-milling 

requirements 897 

hay  crop 282 

sohdarships  for  commercial  training 245 

Shea,  J.  H.  (American  Ambassador,  Santiago), 

p<vt  works 855 

Ships  and  shlpptaig,  bulkhead  and  load  lines. 

United  States 149 

buoys,  United  States 879 

buoy  can,  emergency  selt-ll^ting  test. 

United  States 811 

camd,  Interooastal,  Guatemala 1150 

Panama.  trafllG 27,680,914,U01 

use  by  passengers,  Argentine  to 

United  States 334 

Saolt  Sto.  Marie  traffic 155,557,964 

Suez  tolls  Increased,  Fiance 218 

Trolhattan  opened,  Sweden 733 

V<dga-Don,  Russia 855 

canal  and  rove  tunnel,  France 8 

coasting  trade,  Argenttaia. 795 

company,  dividends  paid,  Japan 315, 1198 

Peruvian     branoi     office     opened, 

Panama 488 

proflts,  Brasll 149 

conditions,  China 131,1202 

Norway 384 

documents,sugge6tian3  for  malltaig,  Italy.  811 

export  cerriflcate  requirements,  AustraUa  613 

iaoillties  Increased,  Panama 130 

lacking,  Argentina 184 

Honduras .' 1075 

ferry  car  servlcs,  Northumberland  Strait  676 

house  flag  and  funnel  marks  regLstratlon  605, 
«i5, 741, 843, 1128 

lighthouse  tender,  "  Celar,"  launchel . . .  1174 
lighthouse  vessels,  signal  and  ra  lio  call 

letters Ill 

llne,F.urope  to  India 931 

Halifax  to  France 625 

Japtn  to  Brazil 545 

Japan  to  South  America 1136 

New  York  to  Honduras 396 

New  York  to  Sallna  Cnu 634 

Porto  Rico  to  BraiU 105 

Portugal  to  BraiQ 1004 

proflts,  Japan 778 

Teoerlfle  to  Cape  Juby,  African  Coast  568 

losses,  Norway 980 

maritime  juris'ilction,  Italy 340 

merchant  marble,  Argentina MS 

Itriy Ifi 

Spain. W 

navigatico.alds,  Alsdca tm 

uJteddutes ««3 

'   Improvements,  Hondmas 94 

r^rSr.CUna 1084 


Ships  and  shipping,  pool,  dissolution,  CoUmi- 

bta 480 

river,  lea,  deepening.  Fern t 

Jnbonas,  Ecuador 808 

St.  John,  Canada ;.  84 

aohedule,  Guatemala  to  New  ToA 851 

scout-cruiser,  Slam 160 

Bdiooners  in  lumber  trade,  CMUwIa 980 

asnrloe,Amerleanlntetldand,  Porto  Rico.  1066. 

Biaxil  to  Portngai 871 

Oalontta  to  New  Oileans  through 

PanamaCanal « 338 

cargo.  New  York  to  Hohart 731 

Colon  to  New  York 488 

contract  renewal.  Society  IsUmds 310 

incieased,  BanAok  to  Singanora 480 

New  Yoik  to  Canttal  Ameilcan  Pa- 

cUlcports  through  Panama  Canal..  880 

New  IfVtric  to  We^Indiee 87,808 

passeDger  .fhst  trans-Padflo,  Japan  to 

TTnitMl  States 488 

Alpfaundlng,litdnatry,  Aoatralla 7W 

Canada 841,10n 

Norway 364,980 

Sweden 1600 

United  Stotee 196, 

355,334,506,658,983,1038,1108,1156 

materials,  sliortage,  Norway 133 

ships,  Argentina,  transferred  to  Uruguay.  1056 

coal-carrying,  Spain 183 

concrete,  Norway 386 

Cuban, first thioudi Panama  Canal.  6(1 
foreign,  permitted  in  coastwise  trade, 

Dominican  Republic 844 

Pacific  Mall, running  to  Cristobal....  17 

passing  through  Panama  Canal 844 

Bpanlab,  first  to  use  Panama  Canal..  850 

sunken,  8alvagelnvention,Braiil....  488 

station,  maritime,  Tt^ 1304 

statlstioB,  between  tfnlted  States  and 

Biaiil 47 

Brasil U 

Porto  Rico 108 

Spain au 

tonnage,  shortage,  aflCcts  grape  Industry, 

Spain 070 

through  Almeila  port,  Spain 230 

tonnage  rate,  harbor,  AustnJla 768 

transport  chartered  lor  Pern  to  New  York  807 
tiansportation,dangeR>usartlole9,  United 

sStes 861 

vessel,  largest  and  fastest,  Japan 488 

nationaUty  In  coal  trade,  Wales 1040 

seagoing.  United  States 1093 
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tartarlmport  prohibition 306 

trade  extension  methods 109S 

trade  review 818 

oranlum-bearlne  ores,  embargo  relaxed. .  148 
ThomjMon,  E.  W.  (oommercial  attach^  The 

Haeue),dollarexchangeadoptlon,Java.  583 
loan  for  repairing  flood  damage,  Nether- 
lands  , 788 

trade  extension  method  with  Australada.  711 
Timber  products.    3u  Lumber  and  timber 

products. 
Tobacco  and  products,  cigarette  tax,  Qua- 

temala 1138 

dear  exports,  Philippines 4 

imports,  French  and  British  West  Africa  1303 

prices,  Italy 837 

tobaooo  crop,  Turkey 035 

onltlTation,  Qermany. ;...  1164 

bidustry,  government  contnl,  Ecua- 
dor   710 

law  enoouragtag,  Germany 379 

study  of  cultivation  and  manu- 

focture,Peru 741 

leaf  exports,  Philippines 4 

planting,  Braill 618 

raw,  purchased,  Denmark 461 

taxation,  China 733 

trade  and  supplies,  France 463 

Toilet  articles,  attar  of  rose  industry,  Bulgaria  SS3 

toilet-water  imitations,  Honduras 834 

Tools,  maohlne,  hcrsepower  utiliiation.  South 

Africa ion 

marking  devices,  Argentina 1078 

Tourists  and.  touring,  delegate  oi   RasM>- 
American  Chamber  of  Commaroe  to 

visit  Russia 1068 

industrial  tour  of  Spain  by  British 783 

trade,  Norway 478 

traffic  pro(pects,B<nnuda SSS 

travel  enooungement,  France IOCS 

visitors  at  Bureau  of  Standards,  United 

States 786 

Townsend,  R.  8.  (vice  consul,  Carlsbad),  al- 
cohol production  from  potatoes 546 

ooal  production 784 

match  tax 834 

Toys.    SesNoveltlea. 

Trade  extension,  American,  banks  aid,  Ba- 

hamalslands 89B 

Incraaaed,  HoDgkoBg. 1178 

leadardi4>  in  wcrld/unlted  States.. .  418 

methods,Chlle 880 

moving  pictures  as  aid,  South  Amsr- 

ioa...:. 486 

oppartunlties,  Netherlands 1111 

wlUi  Australia 456 

Amerkian  firms,  biandi  addrene*  wanted 

by  oonsubte,  London 78 

branch  opened,  Ecuador 008 

American  goods,  defeotlve.Iuan 864 

imports  deoreaaed,  Australia 74S 

increased.  Tasmania 8K 

opportunities,  Canada 13 

purchased,  Oreeoe 808 

trade  Increased,  Canary  Islands TOO 


Faga. 
Trade  extension,  blds,f«teign  restrietions  le- 

movedjSpaln 07,561 

on  government  contraots,  Spain 1180 

branch  office,  cooperative,  es&bUshed, 

Dayton .>. 364 

Qovenunent,'  customs    and    trade, 

opening.  New  York,  Australia 633 

brewer's  supplies  purchased,  Oreeoe 944 

card  Index  of  American  exporters,  Spain .  814 
catalogues,  American,  mailing  methods, 

Ouadelonpe 119 

needed  by  consulate,  Honduras..  219 

wanted  by  brandi  bank,  Peru. . .  174 

wanted  for  consulate,  Tunis lOU 

wanted   for   Lyon  sample  bfr, 

France 446,1109 

chemical,  Switzerland 814 

flour-mill  machinery  wanted  by  con- 

sulate,Chlna 738 

.commercial  register,  France 801 

conunlsslons,  agents',  suggestions  regard- 

im.  New  Zealand , 611 

conference  with  consuls.  United  States.  47>83, 
142,333, 365, 312, 379,711, 761,846, 801, 1198 

consular  office  address,  Formosa 815 

consular  work  results,  Bermuda '  147 

Canada 376 

Canary  Islands 702 

Denmark 461 

France 382 

Oreeoe 808,944 

Ireland 1161 

Manchuria 1164 

Russia aw 

Spain 061,060 

Sweden 880 

UnitedStates 936 

oantracts.goveminent bidding, Spain...  USB 

sales,  C»nary  Islands -949 

delegate,   Russo-Amerlcan   Chamber  of 

Commerce  to  visit  Russia 1058 

development  after  the  war.  Sooth  Africa.  1018 

direct,  China 606 

district  office  work  results/United  States .  338 
export    certificate    requirements,    Ans- 

fialia 6U 

exporters,    American,   shippers'   guide, 

Brazil 636 

suggestions,  Australia 486 

England 678 

foreign  development,  United  States 963 

Franco-American  methods,  France 1033 

general  store  list.  Samoa 489 

goods,  list  of  In  demand,  Siberia 446 

transit  prohibitions,  Russia 831 

Guatemalan   goods,  foreign  Imitations, 

Honduras 824 

Japanese  Investigation,  Manchuria 801 

language,  Chinese  as  commercial  asset...  880 

manufactured  goods,  demand,  Siberia ...  945 

shortage,  Russia 374 

methods,  American  faulty,  England 671 

Americans  adopt,  Argentina 65 

English  students  to  study,  Russia ...  164 

InCuba,  Canada 80 

proposed  with  Australasia,  Nether 

lands 711 

required,  Argentina 184 

Siberia 448 

with  Italy,  Canada 6a 

with  Romla,  Italy 721 

oppartunlties,  American,  West  Indies ...  163 
raw  materials,  purchase  law  governing, 

Argentina 36 

shortage  affects  liquor  plant,  Turkey .  1164 

traptodhnpats.  United  States 896 

trade  Journals,  Amulcan,  New  Zealand.  809 

wanted  for  consulate,  Tunis lOU 

trade    opportunities,    new    pnbllcatioo 

form,  United  States S88 

results,  Denmark 481 

England 1016 

Norway 784 

UnitedStates 137,8tT,fiO>k98e 

Venesoela 4U 

tropical  produots,Fmiah  East  AlHoa....  1106 
Trade-marks.    Su  Patents  and  trade-marks.. 
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:  TiadB  ocgsnlzatiaa*,  laaoditlon,  Amor  Fleet 

acKanlzed,Ctaln* 1064 

expoitere  orKaniied,  A^^tloa 68 

nain  growen,  Fnmoe (17 

'              Shipowners,  Norway 365 

'sfflc  unateamation,  France. 630 

central  boanTto  purdiase  and  dtetribote 

s^kaltnral  Implements,  Rimla 696 

dumiber    of    oommat»,    Rasso-British 

orxanixed,  Ixmdan 6U 

eomoinatloo,  shoe  mana&ctnrers,  Ben- 
mark 6n 

eommercUI.joint  Sc«idinavlan,  Norway  377 

etmunercial-iiiformatlaD  bureau,  England  SOS 

ocanmissIoD,  acriealtural  credit,  Bermuda  398 

indostrfal,  India. 468 

companies,     automobile    eomblnatiai, 

England 126 

automobile  establidiment,  Norway. .  376 

British  Dyes,  Ltd.,  England 794 

de-Unning.  England 763 

electric  lamp,  Argentina 82 

electrode,  I^igland 55 

export  and  import,  Turkey 273 

iron  manulacturiDg,  Japan 681 

kauri  gum  oil.  New  Zealand 153 

lumber  export  sales.  United  States ...    194 
laml>er  and  paper,  Norwegian,  Rus- 
sia   676 

munftlm,  England 126 

orraaUt<i,  Japait 234 

ptdnt.makJng,  South  Africa 460 

steel,  Norway 132 

sugar.Haiti 21 

wood  pulp.  New  Zealand 50 

eenrantiao,  coal  mining,  Germany 889 

ooraterative  paper  saving  results,  United 

oooperatlve  societiae,  Switzerland 963 

.  earporation,  British-Italian 643 

credit  tnfomiation  bureau.  Russia 817 

failures,  commercial,  Netherlands 328 

institutee,  termer's,  Canada , 819 

iranwnrkas'  cooraeiatlve  society,  Nether- 
lands   626 

pool.  Hagdalena  River  traffic,  Colombia.  493 

syndieata,  rennet  control,  Switzerland...  180 

.    mika  (or  dealing  with  taxation,  China. .  732 
Trad*   representatives,   agency,   American, 

desired,  Brazil 561 

established,  Curacao 367 

Denmark 936 

foreign  addressee  wanted  by  om- 

..            sulate,  London 79 

purchasing  hides  and  skins,  Spain...  499 

sherry  wine,  Spain 631 

American,  desired  lor  Ameri(an  houses, 

Argaatina 331 

dinrt.Spafai 877,1159 

needed,  Argentina. 186 

Italy 1003 

commercial,    nnnxwed    tour    of   Spain, 

Fngland 760 

unifotm  license  fee  proposed,  Argen- 
tina   50 

commercial  attach^  for  London,  Swltser- 

laad 190 

eommissiffii,.  agricultural    Implements, 

France 643 

commercial  to  visit  Russia,  Italy 721 

study    of   tobacco   cultivation   and 

manufacture,  Peru 741 

oammisslooen,7apanMe.vJslttoAnxtnIla  236 
to  study  paper-making  industry  in 

..     United  States,  Chile 711 

trade,  Sooth  Africa 1021 

committae,  promotion  of  new  enterprises. 

South  Afria 718 

delegate,    Russo-American   diamber   ot 

oommeroe  to  visit  Roasla 1068 

.1     loeaLChile , 724 

,    spee&l  to  visit  Anxtralasla,  Netherlands.  711 
Trades-    Set  Profeealont  and  trades. 
Tnoanoitatlca,  cartage  study  as  factor  bi 

eortof  living.  United  States 978 

(KiUtiee  lacktaig.  Siberia 445 

peny  and  cart  use,  ChUe 911 
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Trinidad,  locomotives  purchase 766 

railway  Improvements 706 

railway  supplies 706 

Tunis,  American  oatalogues  and  trade  jour- 
nals wanted  for  consulate 1013 

Turkey,  export  and  import  company,  Smyrna  273 

filbert  crop,  Treblzraid v.  802 

irrigation  project,  Adana  Plain 187 

liquor  plant  closed,  Trebizond 1164 

olh,  filbert 834 

seed  grains,  government  to  furnish 186 

students.  American  scholarships 1063 

tobacco  crop 925 

Twine.    Ste  Cordage  and  twine. 

United  Kfaudom.  agricultural  crops 2(6 

box  anocaiie  board  importation 389, 1089 

coal  exports 1047, 1049 

commercial  education,  report  of  Amerlcsn 

Scientific  Congress 635 

fire  extinguishers,  Wales 476 

fuel,  patent,  exports 1048 

hoslerv,  mi.Ted  silk  Importation 177 

Inveniions,  government  requisitioning. . .      440 

live  stock 295 

ofRce  supplies 11(6 

paper  Importation 177 

shipbuilding  industry '324 

tin  plate  industry 1050 

tra^e  review 516, 1047 

vessel  nationality  In  coal  trade 1049 

United   States,  bank,  NorwMlon-American 

establishment.  New  York 428 

build  fa)g  operations.  Lighthouse  Service.    1023 

bulkhead  and  load  lines 149 

buoys,  life  ring 679 

huoy  can  test 611 

canal.  Sault  Ste.  Marie  trafBc 155,557,964 

captain  American  steamer  Camino  hon- 
ored by  Great  Britain 3 

cartage  study  as  factor  in  cost  of  living. .     978 
census,  cotton  goods 901 

history 960 

centennial,  coast  survey  commemorates.     353 

ceramic  study 43T 

chart,    mercator   projection,    California 

coastline 384 

Yaquina  River  and  approaches 430 

chief  quartermaster  Krorauand  awarded 

medal lOSl 

clav  refractories ., 756 

coal  trade,  Sonth  American,  Investiga- 
tion     117T 

coal  and  coke  trade 358,522,874 

committee,  bulkheads  and  load  lines 149 

company,  lumber  export  sales 194 

ocnferencej  Are  tests  of  wans  and  parti- 
tions       397 

lli^thouse  Inspectors 1022 

with  consuls *7^M 

consular  work  results 926 

cooperative  branch  office  established 354 

cotton,  consumption  and  spindles 289 

consumption  and  supplies 196,616,1013 

exports 46,131,535,334, 

430,511,596, 709,700,804,979. 1077, 1175 

ginning 19,346,542,715,043,1069 

cottonseed  products :.  809,1197 

dangerous  articles,  transportation 861 

delegate,  Russian-American  Chamber  of 

Commerce  to  visit  Russia 1068 

dextrose  study 179 

directory,  Dutch  East  Indies 333 

district  once  work  results 238 

dyestuils  census 725 

employees.    Uifhthouse     service    com- 
mended  26,433,840 

examination  special  agmts  and  trade 

commissioners 596 

fldi,  catch 307,760,770,1011 

mortality,  Florida  coast 671 

fldi  eggs,  coUectlon 1023 

iSio  trout 1061 

fisheries  day,  lutlonal 689 

fish  and.fisherles 51 

fishing  grounds,  survay,  Faelflo  coast —     5M 

fogincreased 10« 
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United  States,  faodstnffs  Imports (M 

tarnaon,  blast,  asnsos W 

tnn,  sales,  St.  Lcnls 1TB 

trade M7 

fnsible  plus  investigation 4S7 

gas,  natnral,  wodncUon S 

(aaoiiMiPraaaotianandoansamptlOD...  '   S 

standard  test  aooght 238 

Ijores,  leatber.  Imports <US 

gold,  exports  and  imports 3S8k7B,U0B 

grajnUh,  canning  indnstry 6(0 

demand MS 

Indnstry 308 

baltbatlndastrjr 586 

hides,  rsnlatlaas  tor  disinfecting KM 

indaMrtal  development  research  work...  811 

indnstries,  Oovemment  aids 884 

ingots,  stody ■■■■■ 487 

iron  ore  ^ipments  through  Saolt  8te. 

Marie. 881 

laboratory  work  tesalts Ctl 

leather  manufacture  from  shark  sUns 813 

lenses,  buoy,  manufacturing  cost  reduced.  840 

licenses,  de»  ofllcer 03 

ll^thODSe  tender  Cedar  launched ,  1174 

mten,  cottonseed,  consnnujtion  and  snp- 

jdies ;.  at 

lobsters,  shipment  across  continent SIO 

measorement  accuracy  sooi^ 410 

mercury  experiments 130 

metals  and  minerals,  d^oslts,  Nevada. .  174 

minerals,  new  discovery SO 

mineral  waters JOE 

mines,  quicksilver 1080 

mortaUty  statistics (73 

moving  picture  camera  photographing 

dWaat  obtBds 3( 

mussels,  (resa.water,  breeding 178 

navlntMnalds 883 

oeonnlngMinds,  range  Uj^ 048 

p^ier,  waste,  saving 806 

phonwate  rock  productlan 387 

potato  flour  sales 800 

primary  trlangnlatlon 70l 

publlosilons.   3«<  PubUoatiODS. 

pumps,  gasoline  measuTfaig 3(2 

qulcksllvar,  iadnstry 1080 

Hoductiaa 288 

radlostatlons 695 

radium,  Oovemment  tests 785 

raUlavsstkatlon 437 

raw  materials  imports 636 

salt  production 189 

scales,iaUroad4rack,aovarBmemt teats..  873, 

1201 

seeds,  beet-sagar,importa 696 

shipbuilding  mdustry 196, 

35(,334,(«(,fl58,S83, 1028, 1108, 1155 
ships  and  shippbig,  house  flag  and  funnel 

marks 1«,  685, 741, 848, 1138 

line.  New  York  10  Honduras 395 

New  York  to  Sallna  Crui,. 634 

sdiedule,  Ouatemala to NevrYork . .  851 

servloe,   Calcutta  to  New   Orleans 

through  Panama  Canal 336 

cargo,  New  York  to  Hcdiart 723 

New  York  to  Central  AraerleaB 
Paciflo  ports  through  Feaama 

Canal 330 

resumed,  Colon  to  New  York 465 

New  York  to  West  Indies. .  87,366 

statistieswitbBraxll 47 

simal  and  radio  call  letters Ill 

siBns  soH  at  St.  Louis  auetion 743 

stedoolumn  tests 437 

aiigar,beat,industry 596 

tde^qthy.winiassstatioas 558 

tests,  concnte  cnlnmnw  and  InsiilaMng 

materials 1187 

Oovammsnt,  railway  tnuik  scales. .  471 

materials  and  products 487,873 

tileflah  industry 308 

trade,  American  leadenUp  In  worid 418 

ioreign 952 

trade  oraortunlties,  new  pubUoatlon. . .  368 

remlte 127,637,890,960 


United  BUtea,  trade  review, esvett 340,lin 

exports  and  Imparts ML 

388,^434,  733, 810, 800,1108 

imports  of  troiiiearpTOdDeta 686 

imports  from,  OsBMa 117 

China .N. U4 

DominieaD  BeoubUo (88 

Dutch  TJastinales U1.U47 

Emdaod 63B,8B 

NeOieriands 883 

Norway 463 

tubes,  pyromater 809 

toUnc,  robber  tests 437 

vessels,  seagoing  Bst 10B8 

voltameter,  silvar,ezperimant8 98 

watdi  industry  and  trade 192 

wire,  rubber  insulation 13 

win  drag,  results 1016 

reenrvey,  Mississippi  Sound '631 

work,  aoemnatisatioa,  Bmeao  a!  Fish- 
eries   333 

Bureau  of  Standards 788^988 

CensnsBureau 874 

eleotrolysis  survey,  Bnreaa  of  Stand- 
ards   8l» 

publication   oocts.   Department   of 

Commerce 984 

Weather  Bureau  Serviee  in  Oailbbean 

Sea 308 

lino  properties,  study 487 

Drugnay,  advertisiiig  tax tU 

Bond  issue 18 

foodstnll  produeHon 708 

treiAt  can  pundiased,  Montevideo 139 

hardware  trade 680 

landpiioes 349 

law,  advertising  tax 493 

live  stock  department  estabUsbmant. —  037 

railway  returns 508 

ahtos  transferred  from  Argentina VMS 

traderevlew 887  , 

Van  Sant,  H.  D.  (consul,  Dnnfcnnline),  OOB- 

Isotlonery  trade lUl 

wallpqteriiopular UK8 

Varnishes.   JSes  Faints  and  varnishes. 
Vedlt*.  C.  W.  A.  (oommereial  attach^,  Paris), 

agrioulturalimplemeBts,  France 747 

agnoultore,  oops 797 

butter,  obeese,  and  oilcake  piloes 881 

commercial  register 801 

nnmmlMrinm,  ngrinilltllral  linphimMm 6tt 

Industrial  toor  of  Spain,  Brloih  represen- 
tatives   768 

mines,  natienaHf  atlon 1014 

newspapers,  reduction  in  sisa Xt 

I>ort.de^watar 72S 

sdiolarsup  endowment 648 

students,  onmmwmlal,  to  *talt  Qnited  ' 

States 481 

sugar,  dlstrlbutloooantt«a 908 

imparts  bom  Mauritius 790 

sugar  cards  issue 1038 

tobaoeo  trade  and  supplies 368 

tourist  travel 1008 

Vehicles  and  aocessories,  Amerloan  oppei^ 

tunlties,  Chile 911 

garbage  sarts,C<dombia 344 

industry,  New  Zealand 180 

Veneiuela,  aokl,  pyraUgnie 449 

agrisultural  craps 163 

branch  bank,  umadian,  opening,  Puerto 

Caballo 803 

bnad  prices  deonaaed 8(0 

coal  mine  (^ened 878 

concessions,  oil 81 

interest  rates 8(6 

investment  opportunities 391 

Jewelry  porenaaad 413 

UghUng  plant.  Barinas 307 

petrolaom,  InuMbrjr M 

rsOnery W 

railway  oonatnwtion  and  revaaua 818 

sanitary  ragulatiosis 881 

trade  (qn>ortanityrasolt8 4U 

vaodna  virus  manufMtnre 400 

woods,  tnvioal 448 
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Vital  ftatMio*,  nortoltty,  Unttwl  8tat«^...  <n 

popolatkn,  AraantOM SW 

fcraicii,  TonhaiiM SIS 

vtm,  AtiMnII«..„ Un 

Quad* 487 

VMttar,  T.  W.  (oonsal,  AatohgMte),  oUi»- 

mnandUtdMnwan 78S 

dtygoodsandiiatlani. 87> 

Imbaiwoit am 

mlnliig  school 066 

nltimte,  indastry  and  trade 1011 

nethods  of  paichaslng 9U 

prodoction  and  trade 3M 

trade  and  exports 740 

stnet-deanlng   maehinery  and   garbage 

wagcoi 72' 

▼OB  Hou.  P.  H.  (sneMal  agent),  agrisuHoial 

Implements, Biasfl W,414 

farm  tractor  and  plow  damonstratloo, 

Braifl 887 

■Bo  inarhlnenr.  AiUPUim. 1001 

V<a  Zielinslre,  C.IL  J.  (vice  consul,  Santo 

Domtngo),  eastamhoase  oo^istractlea.  840 

highway  oonstructioa 887 

pert  regnlatkn  relaxed 748 

Ships,   foreign,  permitted  in   coastwise 

trade (44 

sugar  cane  grinding. S17 

trade  review M2 

Wwes.   See  Labor  and  wages. 

Waito.  I.  W.,  Jr.  (vice  consul,  Bnsnos  Aires), 

Wake  dd,'B\'AV(caiBni/PoitEibabethV/ln^ 

dnstrial  development 718 

ostricih  teatliers ttO 

piano  trade. 744,1114 

rmHway  extensian 8S3 

trade  cooditiaas (NO 

wool-washing  plant 877 

WaDar,  O.  P.,  Jr.  (vice  coosul,  Athens),  con- 
sular work  results 944 

shoetaetory SIS 

Warahonaes,  construction,  Canada. 210 

uveiflowliig,  Rotterdam 822 

Washingtco,  H.  L.  (consul,  Liverpool),  salt 

expoA. r....  383 

W^wm,  H.  H.  (viceeaasul,  Liverpool),  dock 

rates  and  does 1090 

Wataoo,  J.  C.  (consul,  St.  Pierre),  agricultural 

enips  and  fish  and  tlsheries UO 

bear  shortage 141 

Wss,  market  soDiht  in  United  States 1108 

ate  mlto  Apicnhure. 
Weartagiwparal,  clothing,  tariff  rednetioo, 

eoOartniiV// ""//""/// "".'.'.'.'.'.'.'...  '422 

azhlUtiaa,  ChDe KM 

doves,  leather  imports,  iTolted  Statea. . .  813 

hudkerchief  trade,  Uezioo 118 

hOBlery.factary.  Costa  Rica 8S7 

import  prohibition.  England.  503,849,1189 
mixed  silk  Importation,  United  Eling- 

dom. 177 

trade  and  Imnorts,  South  Africa 484 

,      retail  trade,  Bratll 280 

shirts,  readv-made.  Import  trade,  Brasll..  4K3 

trade,Bpaln 424 

tariff  reducUon.Ifexloo 480 

nnderwear  trade,  Fngjand 988 

Sec  siM  Cotton  goods;  Knitting  and  knit 
goods;  Bflk  and  siDc  goods. 
Webber,  Leroy  (vice  coosul,  Nottingham), 

laeee  and  nnderwear 988 

Weddall.  A.  W.  (eoosnl  general,  Athena),  day- 

Ughtsavlng 379 

iQsursnce  companies. 435 

Weight*  and  measures,  decimal  sysUnn,  Bng- 

land. 218 

measurements,  accuracy  sought,  United 

States 410 
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BEK07AL  07  BBITIS&  FSOHIBITION  OH  0BAF8ES. 

ICablegram  {rem  Ameriesa  Consul  General,  London,  BepL  28.] 

The  prohibition  on  the  importation  of  oranges  except  in  specially 
licensed  ships  has  been  canceled.  [As  originally  announced  (eee 
CoMicEMCE  Refobtb  foT  Ai)^.  8)  the  import  prolubition  applied  to 
oranges  not  produced  in  Bnii^  territories  and  not  carried  ia  spe- 
cially licensed  vessels.] 

sESTSicnpirs  on  EZPOBTS  FOK  BCANSDIAVIA.  1 

(Cabl^nun  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Sept.  29.] 

In  extension  of  the  Tationing  policy,  no  export  licenses  will  be 
granted  until  further  notice  for  the  shipment  of  vaseline  and  casings 
to  Denmark,  manufactures  of  rubber  and  balata  to  Holland,  and  of 
powdered  talc  to  Sweden.  No  facilities  will  be  extended  for  the  ship- 
zneat  of  the  same  commodities  from  the  United  States  to  the  same 
destinations.  

EXFOBTATIOH  OF  COPPES  FROK  NOBWAT. 

The  Dej)artinent  of  State  is  in  receipt  of  information  from  the 
American  Minister  at  Chriiitiania  to  the  effect  that  the  agi-eement 
entered  into  between  the  Goveimnents  of  Great  Britain  and  Norway 
regarding  the  exportation  from  the  latter  country  of  raw  copper, 
has  now  been  subjected  to  change,  and  that  the  3,(K)0  tons  of  copper 
thought  to  be  immediately  avauable  will  not  be  released  at  present. 

[A  notloe  rogardlng  this  arrangement  was  publislied  In  Commkhck  Rim'orts 
tor  8«pt  7,  191«.l 

AKEEICAV  COHPANT  BUYS-  CHILEAN  MINING  PBOPEBTIES. 

[ConiniJ  General  L.  J.  Kt?cna,  Valparaiso,  Aug.   10.] 

According  to  newspaper  reports  the  Chile  Exploration  Co.  (a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  American  Smeltmg  &  Refining  Co.  of  New  York)  has 
purchased  the  copper  mining  properties  of  the  Corapafiia  Minera  do 
Calama  for  the  sum  of  7400,00  Chilean  pesos  (paper),  equal  at 
9  pence  exchange  to  about  $1,280^000.  United  States  cun-ency.  The 
purchase  is  said  to  include  the  claims  known  as  "  Kosario  del  Llano," 
*Buena  Vista,"  "Patagonia,"  "Panizo,"  "Poderosa,"  and  "Caro- 
Kna." 
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CANADIAN  GB.AIN-CBOP  ESTDEATES. 

(CoDHUl  Genpral  Joha  O.  Foster.  Ottawa,  Sept.  22.] 

According  to  a  recent  report  of  the  Census  and  Statistics  Office, 
giving  a  preliminary  estimate  of  tlie  yield  of  the  principal  graire 
crops  of  Canada  in  191(),  it  is  estimated  that  of  the  area  sown  about 
13.7  percent  of  spring  wheat,  8  per  cent  of  oats,  5  per  cent  of  barley, 
and  1.8  per  cent  of  liax  will  fail  to  produce^  any  crop  of  grain.  De- 
ducting these  percentages  and  a  small  percentage  of  grain  cut  for 
green  feed,  it  is'estimated  that  the  total  yield  of  wheat  this  year 
will  be  168,811,000  bushels  from  a  harvested!  area  of  10,085,300  aci-es, 
as  compared  with  376,303,600  bushels  from  12,986,400  acres  last  year. 
The  estimate  slightly  exceeds,  however,  the  crop  of  1914,  which  was 
161,280,000  bushels  from  10,293,900  acres.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  this  year  is  16^  bushels,  as  compared  with  29  bushels  in  the 
year  1915.  ' 

The  estimate  for  oats  is  a  total  yield'iof  341,602,000  bushels  from. 
9,795,000  acres,  contrasted  with  520,10a,000  bushels  from  11,365,000 
acres  in  1915,  the  average  yield  per  acre  this  year  beihg  84.88,  as 
i'.gainst  45.76  in  .1915.  For  rye  the  e^lmate  is  1,990,800  bushels,  as 
compared  with  2,394,100  bushels  in  1915,  the  yield  per  acre  being 
19.63  bushels  this  year  compared  with  21.32  bushels  in  1915.  The 
'3'ield  of  barley.lthis  year  is  estimat*^  at  34,408,000  bushels  from 
1UJ26,800  acres.  In  the  year  1915  53.3i5i,300  bushels  of  barley  were 
produced  from  1,509,350  acres.  The  flaxseed  estimate  is  for.8,625,300 
bushels  from  710,000  acres,  an  average  of  12.15  bushels  per  acre. 

The  three  northwest  Provinces  are  estimated  to  have  produced 
145,4(56,000  bushels  of  wheat,  243,114,000  bushels  of  oats,  24,502,000 
bushels  of  barley,  601,000  bushels  of  rye,,  and  8,572,000  bushels  of  flax. 
The  average  yields  per  acre  of  wheat  were:  In  Manitoba,  104  busliels; 
in  Saskatchewan,  16  bushels;  and  in  Atberta,  24^  bushels. 

At  the  end  of  August  the  condition,  of  field  crops,  expressed  in 
percentage  of  a  standard  repi'esenting  a  full  crop,  was  as  follows: 
Spring  wheat,  69;  oats,  74;  barley,  73;  rye,  80;  peas,  68;  corn  for 
liusking,  67;  potatoes,  72;  alfalfa,  94;  corn  for  fodder,  77;  pasture, 
86;  and  hay  and  clover,  103, 


PBISON  BEFOBH  IN  PEBTT, 

[Commercial  Attach^  Wm.  F.  Moataron,  Lima,  A\ig.  24.] 

On  August  22  the  National  Legislature  of  Peru  passed  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  wardens  of  the  national  penitentiaries  of  Peru  to  employ 
long-term  prisoners  at  labor  outside  the  prison  inclosures.  The  law 
specifies  that  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  prisoners  must  be  on  public 
worte  of  the  State  or  on  work  connected  with  institutions  of  a  public 
character. 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  this  law  it  had  been  illegal  in  Pern  to 
employ  prisoners  on  any  work  outside  the  prison  inclosure.  During 
the  month  Of  July,  1916,  the  unusual  spectacle  was  seen  in  Lima  of 
the  following  announcement  on  the  front  doors  of  the  national 
prison:  "Se  neccsitan  Peones"  ("Laborers  wanted").  The  warden 
of  the  prison  was  cleaning  up  the  exterior  wall^of  the  prison,  and  it 
seems  the  prisoners  themselves  could  not  be  employed  on  this  woirJc 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  was  not  within  the  prison  inclosure. 
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CANADIANS  IHTEEESTED  IN  TOT-lfAEXNG  PBOOHESS. 

(Coosal  Bdward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Sept  20.] 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Coriimerce  has  issued'  a 
eapplement  to  its  Weekly  Bulletin  containing  material  which  shows 
the  interest  taken  in  Canada  in  the  making  of  toys.  Some  ))oints 
which  should  be  noted  by  toy  makers  in  the  United  States  arc  pte- 
fioited,  including  the  following : 

Bach  toys  as  picture  ngly  characters  and  inonKtrosltl*^  may  well  be  Ignored 
hy  new  prodncers.  In  favor  of  arttutic  and  Instructive  kinds. 

In  Sdcb  districts  as  tliat  of  Quebec,  wliere  the  winters  are  long  and  families 
ere  large,  toys  con  be  cheaply  and  easily  made  In  homes.  Old  t>eople  and  dis- 
abled soldiers  might  be  interested  In  sach  mamifncttire,  which  on  a  small 
ecale  requires  very  Uttle  if  any  capital,  and  no  hard  labor. 

WobM  £Bgac«  Artists  to  Seslira  Hew  Patterns. 

All  toys  Bhonld  be  labeled  as  made  in  this  country.  Artists  should  he  en- 
gaged to  design  new  patterns  for  toy  workers.  Women,  as  the  prhiclpnl  pur- 
diasers  of  toj-s,  should  be  asked  to  buy  home  products  even  If  the  cost  of 
})rodnctlou  exceeds  that  of  countries  where  the  standard  of  living  is  lower. 
There  should  be  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  wood  flour,  which  is  a 
factor  In  many  Imported  toy  varieties. 

It  te  well  not  to  make  large  quantities  of  any  one  kind  before  orders  are 
placed  from  samples  shown.  This  will  i>r«vent  manufacture  of  u  wasteful 
Bature  in  its  results. 

For  ttie  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  Canada  imported  toys 
worth  $1,057,000,  of  which  $580,000  worth  came  from  Germany,  and 
the  United  States  fumislied  $293,000  worth.  Two  years  later,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  81,  1916,  Canada's  toy  imports  were 
valued  at  $642,190,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  $476,581 
worth,  an  increase  both  proportionately  and  actually. 

Zateiested  in  Hethodc  of  Amerioaa  Prodnoers. 

Canadian  tw  makers  feel -that  similar  conditions  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada  justify  their  following  the  example  of  Ameri- 
can producers  of  toys.  While. they  believe  that  labor  on  tliis  side  of 
the  Atlantic  can  not  compete  with  that  of  Europe  in  the  toy  in- 
dastry,  it  is  contended  that  toys  can  be  made  by  machine  even  more 
cbneaply  'and  jui>t  as  satisfactorily  to  the  trade  as  tlie  handmade 
prodiict  of  Europe.  The  material  for  wooden  toys  is  not  an  ex- 
pensive factor,  since  the  short  piex-cs,  trimmings,  scraps,  and  saw- 
dust, formerly  thrown  away  by  lumber  concerns,  are  purchased  at 
a  low  cost  by  toy  makers. 

[Copies  of  "  Toy  Making  In  Canada,^"  the  8upi>lement  to  the  ('iinndlau  Weekly 
Bnlletin,  may  lie  JHRiK-ctwl  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ojnnnerce, 
Its  district  or  cooijeratlve  ofBces.  Refer  to  tile  No.  80528.  (^aiindian  toy  fairs 
were  de«crll>o<I  In  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  5  and  Aug.  1.5,  lOlC] 


6BEAT  BSITAIN  HONOBS  CAPTAIN  OF  AMEEICAN  SHIP. 

Secretary  Re<lfield  has  sent  to  Capt.  George  H.  Cooke,  of  the 
American  .steamer  Camino,  through  the  United  States  shipping  com- 
missioner at  San  Francisco,  a  silver  loving  cup  which  was  awarded 
to  Capt.  (^ooke  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in  appreciation 
of  the  valor  displayed  by  the  officers  and  crew  in  rescuing  a  num- 
ber of  survivors  of  the  British  steamship  KosSj  which  was  sunk  in 
the  south  Atlantic  Ocean  on  April  25,  1916,  while  on  a  voyage  from 
Seville,  Spain,  to  Troon,  Scotland. 
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FOBEIGH  TBASE  OF  THE  PHUIFPINES  FOB  JULY. 

[Cummercial  Agc3t  J.  F.  Boomer,  Manila,  Aag.  10.] 

The  foreign  commerce  of  the  Philippine  'Islands  for  July,  1916, 
was  considerably  greater  than  for  the  corresponding  mbnth  in  1915i 
This  increase  was  due  to  the  greater  exports.  The  imports  for  the 
month  were  less  by  $46,390  than  in  July,  1915,  while  the  exports 
increased  by  $3r>9,4iBl.  The  favorable  balance  of  trade  for  the  year 
up  to  and  including  July  amounted  to  $18,750,000. 

The  imports  for  July,  191G.  exceeded  those'for  June  by  approxi- 
mately $1,250,000.  The  indications  are  that  for  the  remaining 
months  of  1916  the  exports  and  imports  will  be  more  nearly  equal.   • 

trade  in  Sugar  and  Hemp. 

The  exports  of  sugar  for  July,  1916,  'showed  a  material  slump  as 
compared  with  those  for  July,  1915,  namely,  $1,231,567.  Inasmuch 
as  the  fir^  six  months  of  1916  each  showed  an  excess  in  sugar  exports 
over  the  correspondifig  months  of  1915,  it  is  evident  that  the  stocks 
on  hand  have  become  exhausted.  TheTteverse  was  true  for  the  year 
1915;  the  early  shipments  were  comparatively  small,  whereas  the 
last  half  of  the  year  saw  a  marked  increase  due  to  available  trans- 
portation and  to  rising  price.  A'  comparison  of  prices  paid  for 
sugar  during  these  months  explains  the  causes  of  the  early  movement 
of  sugar  stocks  during  the  current  yean  ■  The  average  price  of  sugar 
for  .Tune,  1915j  was  $51  per  ton  as  coittpared  with  $61  per  ton  fot 
June,  1916.  In  July,  1915,  the  average  price  was  $54  per  ton, 
whereas  for  July,  1916,  it  was  $56.50. 

A  notable  feature  in  the  hemp  trade  was  the  higher  prices  that  pre- 
vailed during  July,  1916.  Whereas  the  auantity  of  hemp  exported 
for  July,  1915,  was  over  96  per  cent  of  tnat  exported  for  the  same 
period  in  1916,  the  value  of  the  export^  for  July,  1915,  wrs  only  a 
little  over  69  per  cent  of  the  value  of  uie  exports  for  the  month  of 
July  of  the  current  vear.  Tlie  value  of. the  hemp  exported  for  July, 
1916,  was  $2,757,851*  as  against  $1,917,103  for  July,  1915.  Tlie  aver- 
age price  per  ton  for  July  of  this  year  was  $205.50,  as  compared  with 
$149.50  for  July,  1915.  .    ' 

Greater  Exports  of  Tobacco  and  Cigari. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  exports  .of  leaf  tobacco  for  July 
of  this  year  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  last  vear, 
the  increase  in  value  being  approximately  $500,000.  This  gain,  how- 
ever, was  due  largely  to  the  shipment  of  accumulated  stocks  during 
the  month.  The  prevailing  higher  prices  also  contrit)uted  to  the  in- 
creased value.  The  average  value  per  ton  for  leaf  tobacco  for  July, 
1916,  was  $160  as  compared  with  $146  for  July,  1915.  There  was  an 
even  greater  difference  in  June,  1916,  as  compared  with  the  same 
month  of  last  vear;  during  the  former  it  was  $251.50  and  during  the 
latter  $154.50.' 

Cigars  also  show  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent  in  the  num- 
ber exported  during  July  of  this  year,  as  compared  with  the  same 
month  last  year.  The  value  of  the  exports,  however,  only  increased 
a  little  more  than  45  per  cent.  This  fact  is  accounted  for  by  the 
cheaper  grades  of  cigars  exported  for  July,  1916.  The  average  value 
per  thousand  of  the  cigars  expoiied  during  July,  1915,  wtrs  $15.50, 
against  $13  in  July  of  this  year. 
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Sblpments  of  Copra  and  Coconut  (MI. 

Copra,  the  other  great  staple  of  the  Philippines,  also  shows  a  slight 
gain  in  the  value  of  exports  for  the  month  as  compared  with  July  of 
last  year  J  the  quantity,  however,  was  slightly  less.  Here  again  the 
better  price  obtained  accounts  for  the  <lifference.  This  staple  has 
fifaown  a  d/ecline  from  normal  exportation  dui'ing  the  last  six  montlis  , 
of  approximately  $5,500,000.  The  average  price  per  ton  for  copra  in 
July,  1915,  was  $75.50,  wliei-eas  for  July,  1916,  tke  average  price  was 
$114. 

A  decrease  from  1,631,088  kilos  in  July,  1915,  to  22,004  kilos  in  July 
of  this  jyear  in  the  amoimt  of  coconut  oil  expoi-ted  was  due  largely  to 
the  lacK  of  shipping  facilities.  One  of  the  companies  has  recently 
added  a  soap  factory  to  its  plant.  This  probably  accounts  for  some 
of  the  decrease  in  the  ejcportation  of  coconut  oil. 

The  TTnitcd  State*  and  th«  Philippine  Trade.  * 

Regarding  the  trend  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  islands,  the  United 
States  continues  to  increase  the  proportion  controlled.  For  example, 
in  June,  1916,  the  United  States  supplied  42.92  per  cent  of  the  total 
imports  of  the  islands,  and  in  July  ^.06  per  cent.  The  proportion  of 
imports  furnished  by  various  other  countries  deci'eased  materially. 
That  of  Japan  dropped  from  11.94  to  9.57  per  cent;  that  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  4.65  to  1.14  per  cent;  that  of  An.stralasia  from 
4.31  to  1.01  per  cent,  and  that  of  the  French  East  Indies  from  16.30  to 
15.37  per  cent. 

AICEBIGAH  COHSULAB  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  oil  leave  of  j(bsence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  busiuess  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
inter^'iews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  coiTespcndenc*:,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  ^ould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kflzne. 

Foot 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

f  .Mmonl  WftltAT  A    

Colombo,  Cevhrn 

Havre,  Fran'* 

St.  fiall^witTerland.. 
BrHol.  PD-'land 

Oct.    14 
Oot.   21 
Nov.-    1 

Essex,  Towa 

Depat-tment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Kkei,  wniiam  J 

'Oraeey^.  Wnbor  T.o 

Eevfl!e.  Spein 

Oct.   30 
Nov.  12 

Nov.  18 

Departincnt  of  State,  Wa<thincton,  D.  C. 

Port    Limon,    Costa 

Rica. 
Calsary,  Alberta,  Can- 

Saogerties,  Cbtar  County,  N.  T. 

•  Comnil  Gracey  will  be  R'ad  to  have  confprcnces  with  American  exporters  in  eastern 
tiiiee  Interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  vIkU  in  the  United  States. 


Statistics  just  completed  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey 
show  that  more  natural  gas  was  used  in  the  United  States  in  1915 
than  in  any  other  year.  The  quantity  used  was  628,578,842,000  cubic 
fe^,  which  exceeds  by  nearly  37,000,000,000  cubic  feet,  or  6  per 
cent,  the  formef  record,  established  in  1914.  Ci-edit  for  the  increased 
production  of  natural  gas  belongs  to  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  West  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  Kansas,  and  California. 
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hahsehle-bhoite;  canal  asd  bove  iinnrEL. 

[Consul  General  A.  OauUn,  Marseille,  Prance,  Sept.  11.1 

Inquiries  have  been  received  concerning  the  actual  state  of  the 
Marseille- Rhone  Canal,  to  which  the  American  press  has  recently 
devoted  nmnerons, articles.  Most  of  the  inquirers  appear  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  the  canal  is  practically  completed,  and  will  soon 
be  open  to  navigation.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  remains  to  be  done,  as  shown  by  the  following  statement  from 
Mr.  Bezault,  the  chief  engineer  in  charge-of  the  undertaking: 

One  of  the  three  opening  galleries  of  the  Hove  Tunnel  is  completed  the  entire 
length  (7  200  meters,  or  23.C22  feet).  The  portion  hIwvo  the  t<>\vp:>.th  Is  finished 
on  hnlf  of  tlie  length.    The  cnniil  ditch  in  the  tunnel  Is  not  begun. 

Befween  Marseille  and  Port-«le-B»uc  the  breakwaters  In  tlie  Mediterrnnean 
and  in  the  Etnng  de  Berre  are  almost  completed.  Between  I'ort-de-Bouc  aiul 
Aries,  the  work  begun  before  the  war  is  being  continued.  Tiie  lociss  aft  Aries 
ou  tiie  Klmne  are  built. 

The  total  cost  of  ti>e  canal  Is  estimated  at  92.000.000  francs  ($17.7.50.000), 
Including  r)5  000,000  francs  ($10.615.0(K))  for  the  Kove  Tunnel  and  Its  approaciies. 

It  is  dlfflcuit  to  fix  a  date  for  the  compietiori  of  the  work. 

TTtlUzation  of  Etang  de  Berre  Discussed. 

A  meeting  of  local  business  men  was  lield  September  8,  1916,  at 
the  Marseille  Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  a  discussion  of  measures 
for  the  practical  utilization  of  the  Et'attg  de  Berre.  M.  "Thierry, 
Under' Secretary  of  War,  was  present.  The  president  of  the  cham-  . 
ber  of  commerce  stated  that  the  proper  equipment  of  the  Etang  de 
Berre  would  probably  increase  the  sliipping  tonnage  at  Marseille 
from  10,000,0(X)  tons  to  a  much  larger  amount,  and  make  it  the  lead- 
ing port  in  continental  Europe.  Speaking  of  the  Rove  Tunnel,  he 
said  that  it  had  attracted  attention  the  world  over,  but  particularly 

in  the  United  States.    He  added:  ' 

■'I 
I  have  a  firm  offer  of  American  capital  for  the  development  of  the  Etang  de 

Berre  Itself.  America  Is  also  inquiring  as  to  whether  the  sliores  of  tl^e  Etang  da 
Berre  do  not  provide  an  hleai  iiK-iition  for  petroleum  tanks  of  sufflcient  capacity 
to  meet  all  the  needs  of  the  Marseille  hinterland  and  export  zone. 

Reso!utioi:s  were  unr.nimously  adopted  urging  the  Government  to 
take  steps  as  soon  as  possible  to  deepen'  the  entrance  of  the  port  of 
Bouc  and  the  channel  to  the  Etang  de  Berre,  so  as  to  render  it  acces- 
sible to  seagoing  vessels.  The  meeting  also  recommended  the  creation 
of  free  zones  in  the  French  seaports. 

About  One-third  of  Tunnel  Still  Vnfinlshed. 

About  one-third  of  the  Rove  Tunnel  is  still  unfinished,  and  it  can 
be  said  that  the  greater  part  of  the  construction  work  of  the  Mar- 
seille-Rhone Canal  has  been  done.  But  this  new  water  route  is  not 
e-xpected  to  be  available  for  several  vears. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  Marseille-Rhone  Canal  appears  to  He  in 
the  industrial  and  commercial  possibilities  of  the  territory  surround-  . 
ing  the  Etang  de  Berre,  a  salt  lake  covering  an  area  of  nearly  40.000 
acres,  which  will  become  accessible  both  to  seagoing  ves-sels  through 
Port-de-Boiic  and  Martigues  and  to  barges  from  Marseille  through 
the  Rove  Tunnel.  Mr.  Hubert  Giraud,  of  the  Marseille  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  in  an  interesting  report  to  tbat  chamber  said: 

'  The  inunense  Berre  Basin  with  its  shore  line  of  68  kilometers  (42.25  miles) 
offofs  an  extremely  favorable  field  for  the  establishment  of  the  most  varied 
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bidnstrtes.  It  Is  well  sheltered,  aftrt  It  would  be  possible  with  a  little  dredging 
to  build  piers  on  its  shores  at  a  moderate  cost  alongside  wiiioh  s<>4igoing 
vessels  could  lie.     lUiw  materials  wohI<1  thus  be  brought  to  the  factoi-y  doors 

at. small   expense.     Mannfacturetl   protlucts   could   later  be  BhipiHJd   to   their 

AeBtlnations  by  various  commercial  routes. 

Ad-raatagcs  Offered  by  Canal  and  Tiuinel. 

By  the  canal  nn<l  the  Hove  Tunnel  exiKtrt  go<Mls  loade<l  (u  bargt>s  could  be 
brodght  to  Marseille  alongside  the  ships  on  which  they 'would  l)e  taken  over- 
aeAS.  It  will  no  longer  l)e  ne<'e88ary  to  use  seagoing  bjirgcs,  with  special 
equipment  and  Of  inconvenient  size.  Tlie  small  auxiliary  bouts  now  usnl  iu 
the  port  of  Marseille  would  be  suflicient  for  this  pun>ose.  Merchandise  in- 
tended for  the  Interior  of  tiie  country  will  liave  the  choice  between  the  canal 
leading  to  Aries  and  the  Ithone  and  the  railway  route.  Tlie  railway  titles 
endrcle  cwnpletely  tlie  Et4ing  de  Berre.  The  priucliial  line  from  Marseille  to 
Lyon  rtms  at  a  short  distance  from  the  sliore  on  tlie  eastern  side.  The  new 
Hue  from  Mlrtunas  to  the  Kstaqne  serves  the  western  coast,  Port-<le:BoDC  and 
tiie  Etnng  de  Caronte.  ^  Finally,  the  local  line  from  Pas-de-Lanclers  to  Miir- 
tlgties  completes  the  circuit,  running  parallel  to  the  (Arxal,  along  the  southern 
sMe  of  the  Etang  de  Berre.  From  every  point  sidings  could  easily  be  estab- 
lished, and  the  factories,  in '  direct  contact  ^vlth  the  sea  and  railway,  will 
fiod  the  most  favorable  conditions  required  for  the  -operation  of  modern  plants. 

The  Marseille  Chamber  of  Commerce  states  that  the  development 
of  the  Etang  de  Berre  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  new  water 
route. 

Secpealf  IT  and  Widening  of  Wat«rw»7*. 

The  present  plans  are  to  deepen  the  entrance  channel  to  Port-de- 
Bouc  to  a  depth  of  9  meters  ,(29.62  feet) ;  to  give  tlie  same  depth  to 
the  Port-de-Bouc  Harbor  and  to  the  canal  connecting  Port-de-Boiic 
and  Martignes;  to  widen  this  canal  to  at  legist  60  meters  (196.58 
feet) ;  to  create  at  Martigues.an  outlet  into  tlie  Etang  de  Berre,  with 
a  passage  of  40  meters  (131.23  feet),  si>anned  by  a  turning  bridge, 
and  to  deepen  the  channel  in  the  Etang  de  Berre  to  9  meters  (29..52 
feet).  These  improvements  would  be  carried  out  so  as  to  make  it 
possible  to  carry  the  depths  to  10  meters  (32.81  feet)  whenever  re- 
quired. 

The  Etang  de  Berre  is  separated  from,  the  Mediterranean  by"  a 
range  of  hills,  averaging  9  kilometers  (5.59  miles),  in  width  and 
from  100  to  250  meters  (328  to  820  feet)  high.  The  depth  of  water 
is  very  variable,  but  there  is  an  area  of  more  than  6,000  hectares 
(14,826  acres)  with  a  depth  of  at  least  9  meters  (29.52  feet).  The 
importance  of  such  an  addition  to  the  port  of  Marseille  will  be  real- 
ized when  it  is  recalled  that  the  total  area  of  the  Marseille  docks  is 
225  hectares  (566  acres). 
Xai^  Industrial  f  lants  to  he  Btillt. 

It  is  reported  that  several  Fi-ench  and  foreign  companies  have 
already  acquired  sites  in  this  region  and  intend  to  erect  large  indus- 
trial plants;  but  as  it  is  also  proposed  to  reclaim  a  fairly  large  tract 
of  land  for  industrial  purposes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tlie 
Marseille  terminal  of  Ihe  canal,  the  industrial  development  of  the 
Etang  de  Berre  may  be  BomewlAt  delayed. 

Although  the  Marseille-Ehone  Canal  has  been  extensively  de- 
scribed, it  may  be  useful  to  recall  its  chief  characteris-tics:  It  is  a 
sea-level  canal*  81  kilometers  (50.33  miles)  in  length.  It  starts  from 
the  northern  extremity  of  the  port  of  Marseille,  follows  the  coast 
«p  to  tiie  small  port  of  La  Lave,  a  little  beyond  the  Estaque  Harbor, 
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then  crosses  the  Rove  Mountain  in  a  straight  line  through  a  tunnel 
7^00  meters  (23,622  feet)  in  length,  and  runs  along  the  southern 
shores  of  the  Etang  de  Bojmon  and  the  Etang  de  Berre  until  it 
reaches  the  town  of  Martigues.  Beyond  this  point  it  merges  in  the 
already  existing  canals  from  Martigues  to  Bouc  and  from  Bouc  to 
Aries  where  it  joins  with  the  Rhone. 

Lock  Bnilt  Because  of  Difference  In  Levels. 

A  lift  lock  has  been  built  at  Aries  on  account  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Rhone  and  sea  levels,  a  difference  of  45.7<>  inches  at  high 
tide  and  23.G2  inches  at  low  fide.  The  useful  length  of  this  lock  is 
ICO  meters  (525  feet),  and  its  width  16  meters  (52.49  feet).  The 
Arles-Bouc  canal  has  to  be  deepened  by  11.48  feet  in  order  to  be 
browght  to  the  level  of  the  Marseille-Bouc  branch.  Its  present  width 
oi>  the  surface  is  only  47.24  feet  and  requires  widening  to  75.45  feet. 
The  normal  width  o^  the  canal  is  to  be  25  meters  (82.02  feet),  meas- 
ured at  2  meters  (6.56  feet)  above  the  water  surface.  In  the  nar- 
row sections  the  width  will  be  reduced  to  18  meters  (59.05  feet). 

The  characteristics  of  the  Rove  Tunnel  are  as  follows:  Ijength. 
7,200  meters  (4.47  miles) -total  width,  22  meters  (72.17  feet) ;  height, 
14  meters  (45.93  feet).    The  work  on  the  tunnel  was  begun  in  1910. 

Some  American. machinery  was  used  in  the  digging  of  the  canal 
and  piercing  of  the  tunnel,  and  it  is  stated  to.have  given  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Detailed  technical  and  other  valuable  information  concerning  the 
canal  and  tunnel  will  be  found  in  the  pamphlet  entitled  "Le  Canal 
de  Marseille  au  Rhone,"  by  Mr.  Bourgougnon,  ing^nieur  en  chef  of 
the  department  of  roads  and  bridges,  who  was  for  some  years  in 
charge  of  this  construction  work. 

f  A  copy  of  the  puhlloatlon  mentioned,  together  with  an  nihum  of  technical 
Interest  containing  drnwlniis  ami  half  tones  of  the  canal  and  tunnel  and  eight 
photographs  of  various  points  along  the  route,  may  be  inspe<-ted  at  the  Bui-eau 
of  Foreign  a  nd  Domestic  Couunerce,  its  di-strict  or  cooperative  olHces.  Uefer  to 
nie  No.  8a506.] 

,       TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  OF  COHUEBCE  HT  PEBTT. 

An  example  of  the  growing  interest  in  practical  commercial  edu- 
cation is  seen  in  a  Peruvian  law  promulgated  in  El  Peniano  of 
August  24  governing  the  technical  school  of  commerce  in  Lima. 
This  law  provides  for  an  annual  subsidy  to  the  school  of  $3,900  for 
five  years,  payable  half-yearly  in  advance.  Scholarships  are  pro- 
vided for  26  students  from  the  various  provinces  of  Peru,  and  the 
President  will  appoint  these  students  for  the  three-yea  recourse.  The 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Lima  will  have  direct  supervision  of  the 
commercial  school  and  will  issue  certificates  or  diplomas  to  the 
students  on  completion  of  their  course.  The  Ministry  of  Commerce 
and  Finance  will  keep  a  special  registry  of  these  certificates,  where 
the  record  of  graduates  may  be  ascertained  when  desired. 


The  quantity  of  raw  gasoline  extracted  from  natural  gas  and  sold 
in  this  country  in  1915  amounted  to  65,364,665  gallons,  a  gain  of 
22,712,033  gallons,  or  53  per  cent,  over  the  quantity  marketed  m  1914, 
according  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey. 
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LUXBES  SmTATION  IN  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attacb«  V.  L.  nevens,  Santiago.] 

Previous  to  Maj,  1^16,  the  Chilean  import  duty  on  rough  "pino," 
thHl  is  Oregon  pme,  or  Douglas  fir,  was  15  centavQS  Chilean  gold 
(S.55  United  States  currency)  per  square  meter  (10.704  square  feet), 
but  to  this  there  had  been  added  a  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  its  legal 
value,  amounting  to  3  centavos  Chilean  gold.  That  is,  the  total 
import  duty  was  18  cejitavos  per  square  meter,  or  $6.10  per  thousand 
feet. 

Under  the  new  tariff  which  governs  to-day  there  is  a  specific  import 
^uty  on  ''pino"  of  30  centavos  per  square  meter,  or  $10.17  United 
States  gold  per  thousand  feet.  A  short  time  previous  to  the  addition 
of  the  new  duty  the  market  valus  of  rough  "pino"  was  from  $50  to 
$55  United  States  gold  per  tliousand  feet,  so  the  increase  in  price  due 
to  the  higher  duties  would  hardly  be  more  than  8  per  cent.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  present  local  price  is  from  $05  to  $70  per  thousand 
feet,  due  to  the  condition  of  stock,  increasing  freight  rates,  import  - 
duties,  and  exchange 'fluctuations.  This  last  item  alone  often  amounts 
to  5  per  cent,  and  Sometimes  even  10  per  cent,  one  way  or  another, 
within  a  month,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  $4.07  increase  due  to 
altei-ed  import  duties  would  not  be  a  factor  of  great  importance  to 
the  consumer.  , 

It  happened  that  this-'increase  of  price  went  into  effect  about 
the  time  there  was  a  sudden  improvement  in  exchange,  and  there 
vras  really  a  decrease  in  the  price  of  lumber  in  Chilean  currency 
almost  simultaneous  with  the  increase  in  the  gold  value. 

Sllgrbt  Variations  in  Prices  of  Native  Woods. 

The  quotations  on  native  woods  have  not  varied  greatly,  as  this 
material  ,is  being  used  chiefly  in  cheap  construction,  and  the  small 
demand  has  continued.  American  lumoer  is  used  principally  in  first- 
chiss  construction  of  which. Uiere  is  very  little  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  demand  is  poor.  American  lumber  has  no  serious  competitor, 
and  the  Chilean  coijsumers  do  not  buy  it  because  it  is  cheap  but 
rather  because  of  its  quality.  - 

A  notable  decrease  in  imports  of  Northwest  American  lumber  is 
shown  in  the  following  approximate  figures:  1913,  $1,100,000;  1914, 
$958,000;  1915,  $500,000. 

It  is  obvious  that  construction  was  falling  off  i-apidly  even  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff.  It  is  doubtful  if  general  construc- 
tion will  begin  in  Chile  until  the  effect  of  the  European  war  on  the 
nitrate  industry  is  known.  If  this  effect  is  highly  detrimental,  con- 
struction will  probably  be  postponed  for  some  time,  while  if  it  is  not 
jn  any  way  adverse,  there  should  be  a  boom  period  when  the  slight 
difference  in  price  would  have  little  effect.  The  comparatively  small 
t.tocks  carried  here  would  undoubtedly  rise  rapidly  in  price,  ijj  pure 
^mpathy  with  the  demand. 


Biver  Improveinents  in  Pen. 

A  recent  Peruvian  law  provides  for  deepening  the  river  lea,  giv- 
ing current  and  direction  to  the  stream.  The  cost  of  this  work  is  to 
be  limited  to  $58,000,  which  is  to  be  provided  by  a  loan  of  local  funds, 
secoTcd  by  special  taxes. 
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COUKEBCE  OF  THE  POBT  OF  SANTOS. 

{CoDBtil  Carl  F.  Dcicbman.  Santos,  Brazil,  Aug.  ].] 

The  imports  "of  practically  all  classes  of  merchandise  into  Santos 
for  the  fii"st  six  months  of  1916  show  good  increases  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  the  previous  year,  the  most  notable  being 
in  the  importation  of  raw  cotton  and  yam  for  the  cotton  mills  of 
Sao  Paulo,  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  thereof,  machinery, 
chemicals,  fine  leather,  raw  jute  and  hemp  for  the  manufacture  of 
bagging  tor  coffee  ana  sugar  sacks^nd  coal. 

In  the  imports  by  counti-ies  the  United  States  heads  the  list  and 
shows  an  increase  of  almost  85  per  cent  ovei*  the  first  half  of  the  year 
191S.  Great  Britain  comes  next  with  an  increase  of  almost  30  per 
cent  France  and  Portugal  both  show  substantial  increases  in  im- 
ports for  1916,  while  Argentina,  which  ranks  third  in  the  value  of 
imports  into  Santos,  shows  a  large  decrease  from  the  total  of  last 
year. 

Principal  Imports  Into  the  Fori 

The  imports  into  the  port  were  valued  at  $23,80^,627,  compared 
with  $18,100,046  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916.  The  following 
table  shows  the  principal  articles  and  their  value  imported  dunug 
the  two  periods: 


Articles. 

Jtniiary- 
June.  1815. 

JaDoary- 
Jone,18ie. 

Articles. 

lanuary- 
Jvmt,  1915. 

lannory- 
Jaoe.ma. 

Cotton  In  bales  and   Id 

moDufocturcd  articles... 

Eieel  and  iron  hi  bars  and 

teee,70(i 

1,051,208 
102,101 
14,421 

e«6,23a 

632,509 
E44,631 

11,863,148 

1,  {08, 014 

182,088 

53,783 

'•58, 888 

S2S,623 
815,281 

lote  and  hemp  tor  sacking 

Jute  and  bemp  raw 

Coal 

1111,420 
87I,J«3 

410,-58 

430,454 

300.855 

4,0I1,)«I 

1,248,63} 

l,fl27,S2,V 

15,  TO 

4,481,891 

J«7,1M 
1,064,593 
1,138,380 
360,577 
303,253 
401  003 

in   manufactured  arti* 

Kercwene 

cleH..... 

1  rind  codfish 

Indufitrjal  machinery 

Corn  Oour 

3,524,501 
1,668,75) 
1,468,778 

Various  macbiuery  and 

machinery  parts 

Chemical    products  and 

W'bie,  line  and  common.. 

various  foodstofls 

Metallic  coin 

pbarmacentical  spedal- 

other  articles 

6,^29.608 

Total 

Ckln  and  Iratber  prepared 

18,100,040 

23,303,627 

tor  the  manubcturo 

The  share  of  each  country  in  the  import  trade  was  as  follows : 


Countriej. 


Jan.-Jun«, 
1915. 


Jan. -June, 
1816. 


Countries. 


Jan.-June, 
18U. 


Jan.-Jun3, 
191& 


Germany 

Arcentma 

Anstria-Umisary 

Belgium 

VnTted  States.... 
trance 


J647,973 

4,567,62* 

45,33S 

36,420 

?,774,7li 

688, U71 


17,299 

.',840, 192 

112 

46,522 
6,871,238 
1,144,00U 


Oreat  Britain... 

Italy 

Portugal 

Other  oountriej. 

Totil 


«,  20^,141 

2,(»0,2H 

088,542 

r,  342, 91 1 


«4,m,S9-> 
2,3*«,743 
1,  l.>7, 103 

a,6;u,5ig 


18,  lOJ,04i 


23,301,027 


The  Export  Trade. 

The  exports  from  tlie  port  decreased  in  value  from  $51,395,768 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to  $46,271,174  for  the  first  half  of 
1916.  Coffee  is  the  principal  article  of  shipment,  and  until  the  war 
began  was  the  only  one  of  commercial  importance.  The  exports  of 
this  article,  however,  show  a  decrease  in  both  quantity  and  value, 
principally  due  to  the  restrictions  placed  upon  its  shipment  to  Euro- 
pean countries  by  the  entente  powers.  The  decrease,  however,  is 
not  sufficient  to  seriously  affect  the  industry  nor  the  local  market. 
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Since  the  war  large  quantities  of  chilled  or  frozen  meat  have  been 
exported  to  Great  Britain  and  some  to  France.  The  amount  ex- 
ported during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  was  valued  at  $167,070  and 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  amounted  to  $1,545,7 6:i^,  and  the 
exports  are  steadily  growing. 

Of  the  other  products  exported,  bananas  are  the  principal  ones  of 
value,  large  quantities  being  shipped  by  each  mail  steamer  to  Buenos 
Aires  and  Montevideo. 

The  following  table ^ives  the  principal  articles  exported  and  their 
value: 


Artictes. 


CoTor 

(  hr>K>>l  nM^t 

r,trt,i«- 

Enjo 


Jan. -June, 
I91.>. 


t30,G»,<WS 
167,070 

14,293 


Jon.-Jane, 
1916. 


$«,S4I,59"i 

1,515.7112 

47,97) 

9,20) 


Artic!e3. 


Ran  alias 

Other  products 

Total.... 


Jan. -June. 

I91.J. 


t2.il. R5S 
335,  .ioS 


£1,395,  ?6S 


Jan. -June, 
I91ii. 


f2.M.9S) 
572,  «M 


46,271, 174 


Export  Trade  by  Countries — Shipping. 

Tlie  tutal   value  of  goods;  shipped  to  each  country  for  the  six 
months  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 


.«rF<Ttlna.... 

1  mmark 

I'ntted  tUiles. 

trante 

C^  resit  Brilifin. 
Ppain 


Jan.-Jiine, 
1915. 


Jf90,35R 

917,261 

20,191,919 

1 .  790, 129 

2,«7.MJ 

130.  a-V 

10.132,203 


Jan.-June 


n.»2.9S0 
"H>4,«5 
l>i,a'i3.39l 
9.261.462 
3.022.328 
704,057 
;f39>,030 


Coimtrto]. 


Italy 

Norway 

Sweden 

Other  coimtrie: 

Total 


Jan.-June. 
191.5. 


n,61S.fl«7 

73.S.*!53 

5.237.Z)'< 

(U'J,411 


51, 393, 76S 


Jan.-Juncv 
1916. 


l6,29B.Hr» 

(37.677 

3.834.311 

35.5,  .54  7 


48,271,171 


The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1916:  was  607,  of  1,297,578  tons,  ^compared  with  670  vessels,  of 
1,401,839  tons,  in  1915.    Their  nationality  was  as  follows: 


Nationality. 


Brui.ian... 
Irencb.  ... 

t^panish 

Daich 

£ncM> 

Ita  ian 

OtUrs 

Tolal 


Growth  of  Hew.  Bmnswick  Pire  Insurance  Business. 

Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  of  St.  Stephen,  New  Brun.swick,  reports 
that  the  fire  insurance  written  in  that  Canadian  Province  by  the  com- 
panies belonging  to  the  New  Biunswicic  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
has  yielded  the  following  amounts  in  premiums  during  the  last  six 
years:  In  1910,  $066,262;  in  1911,  $685,113;  in  1912,  $708,716;  in 
1913,  $863,315;  in  1914,  $1,031,360;  in  1915,  $1,121,211.  In  addi- 
tion, there  was  considerable  insurance  written  by  mutual  associations 
and  by  a  few  so-called  nontariS  stock  companies. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  AS  A  HABKET  FOB  AUEBICAN  GOODS. 

(Consul  Jobn  A.  Gore,  Rcgtna,  Baukatchcwaa,  Canada,  Sept.  6.1. 

Present  conditions  in  Saskatchewan  are  of  interest  to  exporters  in 
the  United  States.  The  Province  was  established  by  act  'of  the 
Dominion  Parliament  on  September  1,  1906,  with  its  .capital  at 
Eegina.  It  is  the  eastern  portion  of  the  former  Ten-itories  or  Assiiii- 
boia  and  Saskattrhewan  and  occupies  a  part  of  the  great  alluvial  plain 
of  the  Canadian  Northwest,  one  of  the  most  fertile  wheat  fields  in 
the  world.  It  lies  immediately  west  of  Manitoba  and  extends  north 
from' the  United  States  bouBdAry  line.  Its  length  from  north  to 
south  is  740  miles  and  its  breadth  375  miles.  Its  land  area  is  250,650 
square  miles  and  its  water  area  27,000  square  miles.  The  Province  is 
larger  than  France,  twice  the  size  of  the  British  Islee,  and  larger  than 
Ontario  and  New  Brunswick. 
Orowiag  Ptiroliaser  of  Kaaxifaotiured  Ooods. 

While  large  (jnantities  of  mill  products  and  lumber  are  exported 
fi'om  this  Province  to  the  United  States  and  other  counti-ies,  Sas- 
katchewan will  be  a  erowing  purchaser  of  manufactured  goods  for 
many  years  to  come.  There  are  nine  cities  and  towns  in  the  Province 
having  an  estimated  population  of  over  4,000.  These  are:  Kegina, 
population  45,000;  Moose  Jaw,  26,000^;  Saskatoon,  26,000;  Piince 
Albert,  12,000;  Noith  Battleford,  5,000;  Swift  Current,  5,500;  \^ey- 
burn,  5,500;  Yotkton,  5,000;  and  Est^ban,  4,200.  Many  smaller 
towns  are  scattered  throughout  the  Province. 

Although  high  import  duties  are  charged  on  many  articles  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States,  large  quantities  of  American  manufac- 
tured goods,  such  as  textiles^  clothing,  hats,  boots  and  shoes^  groceries, ' 
machinery,  hardware,  musical  instruments,  books,  sporting  goods- 
coal,  building  material,  etc.,  are  sold  in  this  countiy,  and  several 
American  implement  and  thrashing-machine  concerns  have  branch 
houses  in  practically  every  impoitant  business  center  in  the  Province. 
Wheat  Orowing  CMef  Basinets  of  Province. 

Saskatchewan  has  the  largest  acreage  suitable  for  growing  hard 
spring  wheat  that  any  Canadian  Province  contains.  At  least  50,- 
O00,000  acres  of  its  land  are  capable  of  producing  an  average  of  20 
bHsliels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  a  large  portion  of  which  will  grade  No.  1 
northern.  There  are  86,000  square  miles  of  land  suitaMe  for  grain 
gitjwing,  32,000  square  miles  more  that  need  only  irrigation  to  fit 
them  for  raising  wheat,  and  100,0#*  e^|«are  miles  swied  -Ik-  ranching 
and  mixed  farming.  AVheat  growing  is  the  chief  business  of  the  Prov- 
ince. Next  in  order  are  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  cattle  raising.  Pota- 
toes do  well  here,  but,  unfortunately,  there  are  no  near-by  markets 
for  the  product,  and  freight  rates  are  too  high  on  a  long  haul  for 
potato  raising  to  be  a  profitable  business.  Saskatchewan  also  yields 
annually  about  $250,000  worth  of  furs. 

There  are  valuable  deposits  of  coal  in  the  southern  part,  underlain 
with  clay  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  high -class  bricks  and  pipes. 
There  are  also  many  minor  opportunities  for  industries. 
General  Conditions. — Government  Enterprises. 

Tlie  Province  is  principally  prairie,  although  timber  is  found  in 
some  sections,  generally  along  the  banks  of  streams,  lakes,  and  rivers. 
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It  has  about  4,700  mites  of  railroad  and  a  Goverament  telephone 
system  with  about  2,000  miles  of  long-distance  lines,  42  exchanges, 
and  more  than  5.000  snbscnbers,  besid&s  213  rural  lines,  representing 
4,800  miles  and  serving  more  than  2,000  farmers.  The  estimated 
population  is  about  050,000. 

'  Saskatchewan  is  being  rapidly  settled  b}'  emigrants  from  eastern 
Canada,  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and  Europe.  A  scheme  is 
on  foot  to  settle  British  soldiers  in  westeni  Canada  after  the  close  of 
the  prpsent  war. 

The  moat  effective  way  iot  Americans  to  procure  orders  from  this 
section  of  the  country  is  to  send  traveling  salesmen  with  sjimples  of 
goods,  bnt  sales  may  also  be  effected  by  other  means.  Conditions  and 
•  business  methods  here  are  similar  to  those  in  the  border  States  along 
the  westera  frontier.-  Thetiaily  papers  are  used,  while  for  a  special 
line  of  articles,  when  apprppriate,  large  posters  are  also  utilized. 

The  American  consulate  could  possibly  use  to  some  advantage  c^ita- 
l<^ues  with  price  lists  of  goods  usually  I'equired  by  farniing  com- 
,  munitics  and  their  dependertt  cities  and  towns. 

(A  list  of  .names  of  Importers  Ixi  vjirious.  lines  located  in,  the  most  Important 
bii!iiDe>ta  centers  of  Saskntohewrin  inay  be  obtiilnoH  from  the  Bnrenu  of  Foreign 
ami  Domestic  Commerce,  its  dTrftrict  or  cooperative  ofliees.  Ilefor  to  file  No. 
80258.1  .  - 

-" — (•  — r~~  . 

CHILE  SEEKS  a;0  ESTABLISH  NEW  INDTTSTBIES. 

>  >j  - 

[Commercial  Attacbf  V.  U  Ilarcns,  Santlagu,  Aut;.  22.1 

The  Ultimas  Noticias  of  August  21,  1916,  states  that  a  message 
has  been  presente<l  to  Congress  urging  the  appropriation  of  200.000 
pesos  (about  $40,000),  for. the  salaries  and  expenses  of  two  special- 
ists who. shall  study  the  possibilities  of  iron  and  porcelain  and 
enamelwtire  industries  for  Chile.  In  urging  this  appropriation  it  is 
stated  that  Chile  annually  imports  a  great  amount  of  iron  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  country  possesses  rich  deposits,  and  further  that 
there  is  an  ample  supply  of  wootl  fueL  The  country  is  also  rich  in 
refractory  clays  and  should  be  able  to  produce  gooil  enamelware  and 
porcelalJi. 

EFFECT  OF  DEY  HEAT  ON  EUBBEE  INSULATION  OF  WIEE. 

Kimierbus  tests  have  been  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  in  connection  with  an  investigation  to  determine  the  effect 
of  dry  heat  on  the  physical  properties  of  tiie  rubber  insulation  of 
wire.  This  work  is  being  carriecl  out  in  collaboration  with  the  te.st- 
ing  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  and  other  labona- 
lories  identified  with  the  Anierican  Society  for  Testing  Materials, 
the  object  being  to  develop  an  accelerated  test  for  insulated  wire  that 
will  indicate  the  probable  life  of  the  wire  insulation  under  normal 
wrvice  ccmditions.  ^ 

The  jQnited  States  Geological  Survey  reports  that  the  value  of 
the  total  mineral  production  of  the  Prince  William  Sound  (Alaska) 
ij^on  in  1915  was  $1,340,000,  as  compared  with  $1,200,000  in  1014. 
Jhe  known  productive  mines  on  Prince  William  Sound  in  1915 
include  four  copper  mines  and  five  gold  inines. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVEBFHENT  SITPFIIES  ANB  OONSTBTTCTIOir. 

t Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  witb  tb»  offices  named,  and  spectflcatlons  can  nsnally 
ke  obtained  at  tbc  points  wbcre  tbe  jcoods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  In  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  flrms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  malUni;  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  snppUes  Or  work  of  a  sbnUur  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  tuppUcn,  No.  S634. — Se«l«(l  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
general  piirchiusliig  ollicer,  tJie  Pananin  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  14,  1910,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on  dock  at 
either  Oolou  (Atlantic  jwrt)  or  Port  of  Ancou  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone)  (Pacific 
port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  channels,  pig  Iron,  phosphor  tin,  loco- 
motive tires,  cast-Iron  pijie,  lead  pUie,  sheet  brass,  bar  copper,  copper  wire, 
nails,  screws,  cable  thimbles,  tumbuckles,  plate  planer,  plate-bending  rolls, 
electric  motors,  uietallographlc  outfit,  grinding  machine,  shovels,  wrenches, 
isaws,  tongs,  tinner's  sliears,  X&vs,  vises,  steam  whistles,  galvanized  rings, 
air-brake  hose,  inner  tubes,  clialrs,  rubber  bands,  blank  books,  stamp  pads, 
paper,  fire  brick,  foimdry  clay,  silica  grit,  silica  sand,  slliai  wash,  coke, 
lime,  pitch,  soda  ash,  calclam  chloride,  graphite,  acetone,  alcotiol,  bicarbo- 
nate of  soda,  petroleum  Jelly,  turpentine  substitute.  Unseed  oil,  litharge, 
putty,  varnish,  white  ziuc,  paints,  lampblack,  enamel,  and  lumber.  (Cir- 
cular No.  1088.) 

BaHn  for  fish.  No.  8635. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Fisheries,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  witll  October 
6,  1916,  for  the  conf^tructiou  of  a  retaining  basin  for  fish  at  the  fialierles 
station,  Gloucester,  Mass.  llaus  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Fislieries,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Imprettion  paper,  No.  8636. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receivetl  by  the  General 

Supply  Committee,  Treasury  Deimrtment,  Waslilugton,  D.  C,  until  October 

5,  1916,  for  furnishing  Btipulat«l  quanfltles  of  Impression  i>aper,  aw>roxi- 

mating  50,(KX)  pounds,  for  use  In  Washington.    Further  Information  may  be 

'    had  on  application  to  the  above-named  committee. 

Lock  gate*.  No.  3637. — Sealed  proposals  will  l»e  received  at  the  United  States 
Eugineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  October  21, 1916,  for  furuislilng  and 
erecting  steel  lock  giites  for  Dam  No.  24;  Ohio  lUver.  B'urtlier  informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-nametl  office.  ,  j 

BtCiA  towers.  No.  3638. — Sealed  proi)osaIs  wi.ll  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deiwrtmcut,  Wiv»hlngton,  D.  C,  until  <X'tober  ^ 
1016,  for  con8tru<'tiug  two  30()-foot  steel  towers  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Pbiladei- 
•  phla.  Pa.  Plans  and  siiecifloatious  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the  Commuuduut,  Navy  Yard,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Linen,  No.  3639. — Sealed  proiMsals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Dei>artmenf,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  7, 1916,  for 
furnishing  800  yaitls  of  3G-luch  wide  Irish  linen,  2,000  yards  i-iuch  linen 
tai)e,  and  60  gallons  dope  for  Martin  hydroaeroplanes.    (l'roi»osnl  No.  S6L) 

Repair  of  light  vesscf.  No,  3640. — Sealed  proposjils  will  be  recelvetl  by   the 
Lighthouse  lusixn-tor,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  repairs  to  light  ves-sel  Ko.  GH.- 
Further  inforniution  will  l>e  furnished  on  application  to  the  I..lghthouse 
Inspector,  Bostou,  Mass. 

ConBtruction  toork.  No.  3641 — Sealed  prop<>Rals  will  l»e  reoelve<l  at  the  Bu- 
reau of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  I)ei>artnient,  Washington,  D.  ('.,  until  October 
28,  1916,  for  radiostation,  ctmsisting  of  t\vo  wo<Hl-frame  buildings,  three 
guyed  pipe  masts,  sewer,  water,  and  lighting  systems,  at  the  distant  con- 
trol naval  radiostation.  Key  West,  Fla  Plans  and  siKM;ificatlons  may  be 
obtained  on  api)licatlon  to  the  Buresiu  of  Yards  aiK^  I>ocks,  or  to  the  Com- 
mandant at  the  naval  station  named. 

Dredging,  No.  3642. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  New  lx)ndon,  <;onn.,  until  October  13, 1916,  for  maintenance 
dredging  in  harbors  at  New  Haven,  Norwalk,  and  Stamford,  Conn.  Fur- 
ther Information  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Lighthouse  service  supplies,  No.  3643. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
-    Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompktnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  for  the  purchase  from  the 
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Ligbtlionse  Service  of  the  following  unserviceable  pnbltc  property :  Cables, 
cloc^,  time  markers.  Hugs,  oars,  rope  Junk,  fire  enffine,  dynamo  engine, 
composition  Junk,  rubber  junk,  dry  bjitterles,  tackle  blocks,  electric  wire, 
carboys,  zinc  blocks,  iron  utrlka.  incubator.  Iron  Junk^  anchor."!,  oil  engines 
ami  compressors,  aud  uit8cellaneou.-<  imicliinory.  Also,  on  the  snuie  day  will 
be  sold  at  public  auctluD,  11  row  and  sail  boats. 


COST  OF  II7ING  IS  THE  NETHEELAlimS. 

(Panl  L.  Edwards,  secretary  to  commercial  attache.  The  llnguc,  Sept.  9.] 

During  the  past  yenr  the  cost  of  food  in  the  Netherlands' has  in- 
creased considerably,  but  not  at  such  a  rapid  rate  as  during  the  first 
J  ear  of  the  present  war.  The  following  figures  represent  the  mean 
of  the  highest  and  lowest  market  price  of  the  stated  commodities, 
during  the  week,  and  at  the  place  indicated : 


Conunodlty.             ^ 

....  Jtorket. . 

Unit 

Wee',( 

enlloT  Se.)t.  7— 

1914 

lOU 

1616 

aia«w.  Irsita 

Abuda 

Pound..-.. 
Aploce.... 

Pound  

.do 

to.  10 

.024 
.14 
.14 
.08 
..15 
•  iW 

>  .  .416 
.SJ 
.0H6 

.      .21- 
.13 

to.  21 
.035 
.20 
.18 
.17 
.40 
4.B« 
..(«J 
.»» 
.101 
.■M 
.17 

10.23 

Enei 

tUiUerdam 

AinstorOani 

kofterdam.. .. 

.03$ 

.Ti 

\eal ; ". 

.24 

Port ; : 

:j..;do 

...do  

.14 

Coarse  ric« 

AnuterJain . 

do    . 

.56 

B»l«W)«s,e....... 

UtihgBrd.Jfc ;.. 

Looiduineii 

.....do 

wo.. 

Apiece.... 

luo 

Basket.... 

Pound...; 

...do .. 

i/IO 

(.auliOowar  .^. 

.029 

LMfjce 

.iS 

....Mo 

.l.C 

itiUM - ;.. 

CollM  (Santos) 

LMU'^raen 

Amstordam ...... . 

.43 

.22 

These  figures  refer  only  to  the  market  place  indicated— slightly 
diflferent  prices  niled  in  dilferent  markets  in  the  Netherlands — and 
as  they  represent  only  the  'mean  between  the  highest  and  lowest 
prices,  without  proper  weighting  according  to  tl\p  quantities  sold  &t 
different  prices,  they  are  only  approximate. 

[CoDsal  Prank  W.  Mabln.  Amsterdam,  Sept.  5.] 
Hev  Schedtile  of  Mazimnm  Food  Frloet. 

The  Minister^of  Agriculture  has  issued  a  new  list  of  maxinnim 
l>rices  that  may  be  charg:ed  for  food  articles  until  further  directions 
are  given.  The  retail  prices,  expressed  in  American  cents  per  avoir- 
fiupois  pound,  are:  Black  bread,  2;  white  bread.  4;  wheat  flour,  1; 
butter,  3-2;  6heese,  12  to  25;  rice,  7;  sugar,  10;  fish,  4  to  6  cents. 

Maximum  prices  of  meat  do  not  appear  in  this  regulation,  but 
local  retail  prices  are  30  to  40  cents  a  pound  for  beef,  i!4  to  30  for 
mutton,  and  30  tp  34  for  pork,  according  to  cut. 
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OlgTBICT  OFFICES. 

n«  TOBK:  Boom  40»,  Cutomkone. 

MWrOK:  IMl  CMtoBhoaic. 

CBlUeO:  £04  Fedrnil  Balldlas. 

n.  LOUIS:  4n  Tklrtf  MatiOMl  Bs>k  Balldlng. 

ITU.TTi:  tSI  PMt  OArc  BiIMlBC. 

RW  0BIJU.18:  10«0  HlbernU  Baak  BoUdlag. 

I*"  rBA,1CUCO:  M7  CntnakMM. 

nmUt  848  B«KT  BaiMlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CI.ETEUKD:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
aNCIKNATIi  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CI.NCINXATI  i  C,  S.  0.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AMiELES:  Chinbcr  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  ol  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  Sooth  American  Agent,  hoath- 

era  Bj.  Co. 
FOBTLAICD,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
•AITON:  Greater  Dajton  AuocJatlon. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


16  COMMERCE  BEP0BT8. 

FOREION  TBABE  OFFOBTTJiriTIES. 

IteAerved  addresses  mny  be  ohtnlned  from  the  Bnrcciw  and  Its  district  offleea.    Rcnaest 
for  each  opportnnlty  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  ata^te  opportanltr  ■•■■jber. 

Tlie  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  iresame  responelblTlty  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

humbators,  etc.,  No.  22571. — An  American  conmilar  officer  in  Veneznela  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  in  Spanish,  of  in- 
cubators and  stoves  or  machines  suitable  for  drying  figs. 

Pop  com.  No.  22572. — An  American  consular  officer  In.  the  United  Kingdom 
writes  that  a  manufacturing  confectioner  in  bis  district  desires  to  com- 
municate with  firms  in  the  United  States  who  are  In  a  position  to  sut^Iy 
corn  for  the  manufacture  of  pop  com. 

OJiromfHilum,  No.  22573. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Swltrerland  reports 
that  a  tani»fry  In  his  district  depires  quotations  on  chrome-alum  In  crystal 
for  tanning  purposes  (Cr2S04  KiS04-|-2i  BaO).  The  annual  requirements 
are  from  80,000  to  35,000  pounds.    Correspondence  in  French  or  German. 

UatMncrv,  No.  22574. — Tlie  Bureau  Is  Informed  tliat  a  firm  in  India  desires 
to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  agricultural  tractors  and  other 
Ogricultaral  machinery  and  implements  .akd  cotr-yam  machinery. 

SVPcM^'^r*  and  supplies.  No.  22675. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  importing  from 
the  United  States  rebuilt  typewriters,  typewriter  ribbons,  carbon  paper, 
and  ink  pads,  etc.  Cash  wlU  be  paid  with  vrAen.  Correspondence  In 
Spanish. 

Copper,  No.  2^76. — A  business  man  in  Swltterland  reqnests  the  BnrenTi  to 
place  him  in  touch  with  American  cofffer  foundries  and  refiners  In  a 
position  to  export  copper.    Exclusive  agt^ictes  arc  deei»ed.    Ileferences. 

General  repretvntation.  No.  22577. — ^A  young  mnn  with  five  years'  residence 
and  commercial  experience  in  China  fleslreK  U>  r«{]resant  American  mnuu- 
facturers  ami  exporters  in  tliat  countrj-.  Previous  experience  with  tobacco 
company.    Ileferences. 

Paper  and  printer's  ink.  No.  22,578. — ^A  t.vpograplilcfll  estabUshment  In  Brazil 

.    informs  an  Amerieiiu  consular  offi'-er  fl«rt  It  Is  in  the  market  for  white 

IMiper,  satin  tinlBhed,  and  printer's  bla«k   ink.  .Quotations  and   samples 

desired    ImintHliately.     Corresiwndence   Im   English.'     Referenocs    will    be 

furnished  uiwn  raquest 

Agricultural  impletuonts,  etc...  Na  22.57».— An  Kmerlcan  consular  officer  In  Oilna 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who 
desires  to  reid-esont  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements  of 
all  kinds,  household  supplies,  and  small  hardwai-e  in  Siberia.    References. 

Paints  atuL  aeids.  No.  22580. — An  .\merlcan  «onsulnr  officer  in  the  West  Indiofl 
reports  that  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  his  district  is  desirous- of  repre- 
senting American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  paints  and  acids. 

Hosiery,  No.  22.581. — A  coramlasion  merdiaut  In  Fnlnoe  informs  on  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  hosiery  similar  to  samples 
which  may  !»  Insiiected  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Ftefirr.to 
llle  No.  80189).  Reinforced  toes  and  heels  required.  Correspondence  in 
English. 

eeneral  merchandise,  etc..  No.  225«2.-— An  American  consular  officer  in  Sonth 
Africa  transmits  the  name  of  a  newly  formed  firm  in  his  district  which 
desires  to  act  as  sole  distributing  agent  In  that  territory  for  merchandise, 
electrical  fixtures,  novelties,  and  gtHxls  for  general  domestic  use,  etc.  One- 
half  cash  with  order,  balance  on  receipt  of  documents  at  destination. 
Reference. 

Caitle,  No.  22.583.— A  ranch  owner  In  Uruguay  has  Informed  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  buy  15  Durham  short  horn  <?ows  about  2 
years  old.  I'hotogrnph.s,  i»edlgrees,  and  other  details  desired.  Correspond- 
ence In  Spanish  preferred. 

Proprietartl  wedMncs,  etc.,  No.  22584.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Aus- 
tralia U-ansmits  the  name  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  desire  to  enter 
Into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  proprietary 
patent  medicines  and  drugs  and  medicines  of  all  kinds.    Reference. 

WASHINOTO.N  :  OOVEBNUENT  PBINTING  OrPICB  :  191« 
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IBEHCH  DCPOKT  KBSTKICTIOIIS. 

[C4blec;ram  from  A«nerican  Consnlat«  Ceaecal,  Paris,  Sept.  29.1 

A  decree  of  September  28,  published.  to-d?y,  prohibits  importation 
into  France  and  Algeria  of  parchment  and-  dnular  papers  (ex  46) ; 
cardboard,  rough,  in  sheets  or  plates  of  ceitain  weight  (ex  46'J),; 
cut,  grooved,  or  shaped  cardboard,  rough  (ex  463);  moldings  of 
wood  and  wooden  fi-ames  (594  and  594  bis) ;,  graduated  or  gauged 
glasses,  and  articles  of  blown  glass  for-  scientific  and  laboratory  use 
(ex  635  quat) .  The  prohibition  is  not  applicable  to  goods  for  account 
of  the  State  or  to  direct  shipments  made  before  publication.  The 
provisions  of  the  decree  of  May  11  relative  to  g<K)ds  contracted  for 
before  April  6  are  revoked.  A  decree  of  September  26,  published 
to-day,  prohibits  importation  into  France  and  Algeria  of  bromides 
and  all  bromium  compositions  of  foreign  origin  or  shipment.  The 
prohibition  is  not  applicable  to  goods  for  account  of  the  State  or  to 
^oods  shipped  before  the  date  of  this  decree.  Both  decrees  are  sub- 
ject to  the  usual  exceptions. 

[Note. — The  tariff  numbers  refen-ed  to  above  nre  given  In  fuU  in  Tariff  Series 
No.  25  (Customs  Tariff  of  France),  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  iind 
I>oiiiestic  Commerce.  For  decree  of  May  11,  see  Commercb  Kepobts  for 
May  23.] 

PACITIG  HAH  STEAMSHIPS  BUNNHTG  TO  CBISTOBAL. 

[Consul  Jolius  D.  Dreber,  Colon,  Panama,  Sopt.  lU.) 

It  is  announced  that  when  the  San  Jose  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
ship Co.  sailed  from  Balboa  on  September  12  for  (Juayaquil  via 
Buenaventure  and  Tumaco  it  was  the  first  vessel  of  that  company 
to  sail  for  a  port  south  of  Balboa  in  40  years.  On  the  return  trip 
frwn  Guayaquil  by  way  of  intermediate  ports  to  Balboa  the  San 
Jo»e  will  come  throuj^h  the  Panama  Canal  to  Cristobal  on  the  At- 
lantic side,  which  will  be  the  terminus  of  this  line  in  future.  The  prin- 
cipal office  of  the  company  on  the  Isthmus  has  been  moved  from 
Balboa  to  Cristobal-Colon. 

Bni*-ie  17 
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DrVESTING  WA£  SAVDTGS  IN  6BEAT  BBITAIH. 

[Commercial  Attache  Pierce  C.  WUltams.  London,  Sept.  8.] 

To  encourage  the  investing  of  savings  and  other  small  suras  in 
war  securities  the  British  Government  has  issued  war  savings  cer- 
tificates. They  are  i.ssued  in  denominations  of  Ins.  Od.,  or  approxi- 
mately $3.75  and  the  sum  return  in  five  years  is  £1,  or  $-1.85.  The  rate 
of  interest  is  thus  equal  to  about  u^  per  cent  per  annum,  compounded. 
The  investment  is  attractive  because  the  certificates  are  free  of  in- 
come tax  and  the  interest  itself  need  not  be  added  to  income  tax  re- 
turns. The  certificates  can  Jk>  cashed  at  any  time  on  three  days* 
notice. 

The  distribution  of  the  war  savings  certificates  through  war  sav- 
ings associations  is  in  the  hands  of  the  National  War  Savings  Com- 
mitt«e,  which  reports  that  up  to  August  12,  1916,  24,441,306  cer- 
tificates had  been  issued.  Any  number  of  persons  may  form  a  war 
.savings  association.  In  many  cases  the  associations  consist  of  in- 
dividuals already  cooperating  in  some  way,  as  a  trade-union,  a 
friendly  society,  or  a  buiUling  society,  but  any  group  meeting  regu- 
larly in  a  church,  a  schoolhouse,  a  club,  or  a  workshop  may  form  an 
association.  Three  thousand  war  savings  associations  are  now  in 
existence. 

E3LPOST8  OF  CSirBE  BITBBEB  FEOH  BBAZH. 

[Consul  Georcc  H.  Plekerell,  Para,  Sept.  6.1 

The  total  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  Para,  Manaos,  and  Ita-' 
coatiara,  IJ'razil,  for  the  month  of  August,  1916,  amounted  to  4,214,490 
pounds,  compared  with  4,650,897  pounds  for  the  same  month  last 
year.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  aggregated  2,780,165  pounds 
and  to  Europe  1,484,325  pounds,  compared  with  2,760,971  and  1,895,- 
926  pounds,  respectively,  in  191.5. 

The  following  table  shows  the  several  grades  of  rubber  exported: 


From  Para. 

FromManacs. 

From  Itacootiaia. 

Orade. 

To  United 
Siatod. 

Pn'-nil. 
1,032,770 

(5  C0,i 
410.. "77 
207. C2i 

i.soj.s:? 

To  Europe. 

Powiii. 

124.fi74 

1«..36'1 

2.171 

100  325 

243.536 

To  United 

6tato<. 

5X6  2«3 
82.69:1 

142.058 
74.t04 

8S5.51C 

To  Europe 

Povd: 
600.278 
45.423 
22.325 
C69,437 

To  United 

States. 

Pou-^dt. 
26.462 

To  Europe. 

Fbie      

Poundf. 

l.S«5 

30H 

1.456 

<.'air^"e 

12.610 

Total 

1.237,461 

38,072 

3,32S 

PROPOSED  BONir  ISSUE  IN  UEXJGUAY. 

The  President  of  Uruguay  has  asked  Congress  to  authorize  an 
issue  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  13,500,000  pesos  (pcs(>=$J.034).  to 
be  known  as  the  "lOlO  internal  conversion  loan."  This  loan  would 
draw  6J  per  com  iiiinual  interest,  payable  quarterly,  with  1  per 
cent  cumulative  amortization,  payable  annually  from  1917.  The 
proceeds  from  tlu'.'-t"  bonds  would  be  used  to  cover  the  1915-16 jleficit 
of  3,152,570  petofa.  to  convert  at  par  the  8  per  cent  treasury  war- 
rants of  1915,  iunountinir  to  9,,520,000  pesos,  and  to  cancel  other 
indebtedness,  consolidatinji  in  one  large  loan  these  various  accounts 
and  reducing  the  interest  on  them. 
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CHANGES  m  BBmSH  EMBABGO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  coDsal  general,  London,  Sept.  SO.] 

The  proclamation  of  May  10  giving  list  of  pi-ohibited  exports  has 
been  further  amended.  The  following  headings  are  deleted  from 
prohibitions  to  all  destinations :  Flax  f abi-ic  .suitable  for  aircraft ;  iron 
and  steel  plates  and  sheets;  steel  flats,  rounds,  and  squares,  except 
carbon  steel  for  tools  and  steel  for  mining  purposes.  From  pro- 
hibitions to  all  non-British  destinations,  delete  the  following:  Linen 
ducks,  woven;  steel  and  steel  articles  containing  chrome,  cobalt, 
nickel,  or  vanadium ;  goods  wholly  or  partly  of  rubber,  gutta-percha, 
or  balata.  The  following  items  are  deleted  from  the  list  of  prohi- 
bitions to  nonallied  European  countries :  Feathers  and  down,  except 
wing  and  tail  feathers  of  the  ostrich;  linen  canvas;  linen  drills, 
woven ;  linen  piece  goods  woven  from  bleached  yarns  not  bleached  in 
the  piece ;  union  cloths  containing  cotton  in  the  proportion  of  25  per 
ceot  or  upward;  fruit,  fruit  preserves,  and  nuts  used  as  fruit j  poul- 
try and  gam«.  The  following  headings  are  added  to  prohibitions  to 
all  destinations:  Steel  flats,  rounds,  and  other  sections,  except  when 
made  from  crucible  case  steel  or  carbon  steel  for  tools  not  manufac- 
tured in  United  Kingdom  by  Siemens  or  Bessemer  processes,  pro- 
vided such  crucible  or  carbon  steel  contaiss  aoi  m«c«  maji  5  per  cent 
of  chrome,  cobalt,  nickel,  or  vanadiujox;  iron  and  steel  plates  and 
sheets  except  when  miMfe  from  crucible  cast  steel  0r  ir«n  carbon  steel 
not  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdoaa  by  Siemens  or  Bessemer 
prooesees,  provided  such  crucible  or  carbon  steel  contains  not  more 
than.  5  per  cent  of  chrome,  cobalt,  nickel,  or  vanadium ;  rubber  hose 
covered  with  steel  wire;  ro«k  elm  wood;  valves,  gas,  steam,  and 
water ;  wood  screws  of  brass,  iron,  or  steel.  The  following  items  are 
added  to  prohibitions  to  all  non-British  destinations :  Molybdic  acid 
and  its  salts ;  gfoim  of  ceppei-  or  its  alloys ;  cloth,  unbleached,  woven 
from  bleached  or  unbleached  flax  yams,  whether  the  cloth  or  yai*n  is 
pure  or  mixed  with  other  material,  of  a  weight  per  square  yard  ex- 
ceeding 8  oimces,  or  if  of  8  ounces  or  less  per  squai-e  yard,  aggre- 
gating 96  threads  or  more  per  inch  warp  and  weft  combined;  steel 
articles  containing  chrome,  cobalt,  nickel,  or  vanadium;  jam;  veni- 
son; goods  wholly  or  partly  of  rubber,  gutta-percha,  or  balata,  except 
rubber  hose  covered  with  steel  wire.  Add  to  prohibitions  to  all  non- 
allied  European  countries  the  following  headings:  Feathers  and 
do'wn,  except  ornamental  feathers;  hemp  braid;  cloth  w^oven  from 
bleached  or  unbleached  flax  yams  not  otherwise  specifically  pro- 
hibited whether  the  cloth  or  yarn  is  pure  or  mixed  with  other  mate- 
rial; matches;  fruit,  fruit  preserves  other  than  jam,  and  nuts  used 
as  fruit;  poultry  and  game  except  venison;  sauces  and  condiments, 
except  table  salt,  not  otherwise  prohibited ;  vegetables,  canned. 

American  Cotton  Qinned. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of 
Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  there  were  4,06*2,991  bales,  count- 
ing round  as  half  bales,  of  cotton  ginned  from  the  growth  of  1916 
to  September  25,  compared  with  2,903,829  bales  for  1915  and  3,393,752 
bales  for  1914.  Round  bales  included  this  year  are  83,527,  compared 
with  32,412  for  1915  and  3,394  for  1914.  Sea  island  included  31,260 
bales  for  1916, 19,091  for  1915,  and  13,927  for  1914. 
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BRITISH  INVESTMENTS  IN  LATIN  AMEfilCA. 

(Si>eclal  Agent  Frederic  M.  Halsey,  London,  Aug.  31.] 

The  extent  to  which  Great  Britain's  investors  and  bankers  have 
placed  funds  in  Latin  American  securities  is  evidenced  by  the  figures 
tabuhited  below.  These  statistics  were  compiled  principally  from 
the  oflicial  list  of  securities  quoted  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange, 
to  which  have  been  added  the  estimated  total  British  holdings  of 
unauoted  securities  of  Latin  American  and  West  Indian  companies, 
including  oil  and  mining  enterprises.  The  figures  as  submitted  are 
conservative. 


Class  and  nationality  ol  securil  ios. 

AmounUe 

CLASS  OF  SKCDBITIES. 

Ooremmmtal,  State,  and  municipal  loans 

ti.sn.sn.sn 

Railway  securities,  stocka,  debentures,  etc 

2.31iO.519.S00 

Indiutrial,  land,  timber, oU,  liglitingi  etc    

1.2(15.290  000 

Total 

S.lS7.«8».0a0 

DISnUBUTIOM  or  IXTESTUENTS. 

Armntlna 

i.snr.gu.ooo 

Bia^U 

1.  Il!),2t>£,a00 

Chile 

340.1165.000 

Vruguay 

243.32S.C00 

I"«ru   

131.we.900 

Venesuela 

39.MU.aoa 

Colombia. 

33.ST8.900 

Bolivlii 

i;.si«.40( 

U.&M.M 

13.«2e.2ll* 

Qut«n^i(t»',,.. ,,        1     , 1 ,.,ii,.,.L. 

i.lS».T» 

Total,  Sooth  America 

3.8S0.88l.eOt 

Httdco 

7ni.  I06.OI0 

Ciita. .- 

2V.«08,800 

Guatemala ,,,.. , .       .    .• 

si.m.nt 

Oosia  Rica 

82.  lift. «» 

Honduras 

u.a«.M 

Nl.araeua ; 

t,8»,aoo 

San  0  Domineoand  Haiti , 

3.4  0.&0 

i.«e,ooo 

Vorto  RIlo 

2.  sit.  too 

Total,  Mexico  Central  America,  and  Latin  West  Indies 

1.130.7J4.WI 

Shipping , 

97.330.nn0 

to,  763.201 

Grand  total .......,...•..•••.••...•••••......•••....................... 

fi  187  est.ooo 

aConrcrted  at  the  normal  rate  o(  d.sasj  from  rouoJ-sum  estlmaie>  expressed  In  pounds  sterllnft. 

In  addition  to  the  above  total,  Great  Britain  has  invested  fairly 
large  amounts  in  British  West  Indian,  colonial,  and  other  securities- 
The  total  British  West  Indian  investments  would  likely  approxi- 
mate $60,000,000,  includiiiff  some  $30,000,000  in  colonial  loans  and 
upward  of  $'20.0d0,000  in  Trindad  oil  securities.  Thus  the  approxi- 
mate total  invo.sictl  in  governmental  and  municipal  securities  and  in 
stock  enterprises  throughout  South  and  Central  America,  Mexico, 
and  the  West  Indies  may  conservatively  be  said  to  approach 
$5,250,000,000. 

Canada's  production  of  wire  nails  in  1915  is  estimated  at  1,636,000 
kegs  of  100  pounds,  as  compared  with  1,144,000  kegs  in  1914.  The 
output  of  cast-iron  jiijie  amounted  to  53,700  net  tons,  as  compared 
with  f»n,200  tons  in  1914. 
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FE&TTVIAN  COHHEBCE  Aim  FIITANCE. 

(Consul  General  Wm.  W.  Handley,  Callao-Llma,  Aug.  22.] 

The  Peruvian  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Finance  laid  before 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ordinary  session  on  July  28,  1916,  a 
comprehensive  and  interesting  report,  riot  only  thoroughly  covering 
the  financial  situation  of  Peru  during  the  year  1915,  and  in  some 
respects  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  but  containing  also  data  on  the 
foJiowing  subjects:  General  financial  situation  of  the  Government, 
national  debt,  customs  revenues,  national  budget,  Government  mo- 
nopolies, municipal  affairs,  consular  revenues,  relations  with  the 
Peruvian  Corporation  issue  of  circular  checks,  and  the  proposed  loan 
of  $15,000,000.  The  report  also  embodies  a  number  of  explanatory 
tables  and  contains  all  the  decrees  issued  during  1915  by  the  Ministry 
of  Finance. 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 

The  minister  submitted  in  this  document,  for  the  first  time,  a  table 
fihowing  the  foreign  commerce  of  Peru  for  the  year  1915  and  the 
first  six  months  of  1916.  This  table,  converted  into  American  cur- 
rency, is  as  follows : 


yoar. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

»I0. 

124. 238.561 
26.464.219 

25.ois.4aa 

29  631.033 

23.  495. 122 

15.034.466 

8,701,420 

134,425.991 
30,119.294 
4.5.932,854 
44.469.049 
42,668.450 
68.729.925 
31,510,388 

f5.S.864.552 

tni 

62.583  613 

1913 

70.948.3U 

ms 

74.100.081 

MI4 

66.163.673 

IJU. .     

83.794.390 

KM  (tnt  6  monUisl      

40.211,808 

The  minister,  in  explaining  the  marked  difference  in  the  imports 
for  1915  in  comparison  with  those  for  the  preceding  year,  gives  the 
following  reasons  for  the  decrease : 

The  table  of  imports  nnd  exports  clenrly  shows  the  rtevelopinent  of  our  In- 
dDstries  as  well  ns  the  notable  falllDK  off  lu  imports  during  the  years  1914  and 
1915  as  a  consequence  of  the  European  war,  and  Is  due.  (1)  to  the  cessation 
of  all  commerce  with  certain  countries  from  which  we  were  accu-stomed  to 
receive  an  apprtx-lable  amount  of  merchiimllse,  (2)  to  the  curtailed  pro- 
duction In  the  exporting  countries,  for  in  those  countries  eiiRaKed  In  the  war 
the  factories  have  devoted  their  energies  to  supplying  tlie  needs  of  their  armies, 
while  tlie  neutral  countries  have  given  first  attention  to  tilUng  the  or<lers  of  the 
belligerent  countries;  and  (3)  to  the  almost  complete  susjiension  of  credit 
to  our  importers,  wlio  formerly  obtained  their  merchandise  on  long  forms 
and  now  have  to  pay  cash,  or  In  some  ca.ses  In  advance.  All  of  these  factors 
caused  a  neces.sary  limitation  of  imports  and  consequently  of  consumption. 
That  part  of  tlie  decrea.se  in  imports  is  due  to  unusual  circumstances  and  not 
to  lack  of  capital  tyi  the  part  of  the  would-be  consumers  is  shown  by  the  well- 
kaown  fact  that  our  merchants  lack  many  articles  that  arc  easily  and  quickly 
sold. 

The  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  represent  a  value 
of  $8,701,420,  which  coiniiiued  with  the  same  period  of  1915  shows 
an  increase  of  $l,l<i9.187,  or  15|  per  cent. 


New  Sugar  Company  in  Haiti. 

The  President  of  Huiti  in  a  decree  in  Le  Moniteur  of  September  13 
has  authorized  an  American  stock  company  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  to 
do  business  in  Haiti  under  the  name  of  the  Haitian  American  Sugar 
Co. 
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FAFEB-FULP  POSSIBILITIES  IN  FHUIPFINES. 

[J.  l'\  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Aug.  30.] 

The  growing  scarcity  of  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  paper 
has  led  the  Buieuu  of  Science  of  the  Philippine  Islands  to  make 
public  some  important  data  concerning  the  supply  of  such  materials 
111  the  islands.  For  several  years  the  bureau  has  been  investigating 
the  suitability  of  bamboo,  cogon  grass,  abaca,  and  various  palm 
fibci"s  for  paper  pulp.  The  facts  collected  are  regarded  as  evidence 
that  an  industry  of  great  economic  value  could  be  developed. 

Careful  surveys  of  some  of  the  bamboo  fields  have  been  made. 
Data  i-egarding  the  cost  of  the  raw  material,  the  quantity  of  bamboo 
available,  and  the  cost  of  manufacture  of  the  pulp  show  that  the 
bamboo  soda-pulp  industry  can  be  developed  for  a  possible  export 
trade  in  direct  competition  with  chemical  wood  pulp  at  present 
quotations. 

Other  countries  already  have  utilized  the  information  obtained 
from  this  work,  which  ultimately  may  be  the  means  of  starting  the 
paper  industry  in  the  Philippines.  Samples  of  pulp  manufactured 
from  different  Philippine  materials  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Science. 

Caua  bojo  is  a  bamboo  of  the  genus  Schhostachyum.  In  Bataan 
Province  there  are  two  contiguous  areas  of  caua  oojo — one  (block 
A)  containing  1,200  hectares,  of  which  it  can  be  said  with  certainty 
that  800  hectares  contain  dense  bojo;  the  other  (block  B)  taking  in 
approxiqaately  650  hectares,  of  wmch  more  than  40  per  cent  is  eov< 
ered  with  bojo. 

Bamboo  Plant  Easily  Propagated. 

In  addition,  smaller  areas  of  cana  bojo  are  found  along  Bamban, 
BuasaOf  Pinulot,  and  Bacon  Rivers  which  form  the  basin  of  Oifo 
Kiver,  and  also  in  the  basin  of  Mababo  or  Balsic  River.  This  area 
contains  a  greater  poition  of  timber  trees  and  is  less  heavily  covered 
with  bojo.  Cana  bojo  is  easily  propagated.  One  person  can  plant 
daily  about  400  prepared  tubes,  or  he  can  prepare  from  1,000  to  1,200, 
if  the  growing  areas  are  not  very  far  apart. 

The  work  at  the  Bureau  of  Science  on  the  making  of  paper  pulp 
from  cana  bojo  shows  that  both  the  sulphite  and  soda  processes  are 
applicable  in  its  manufacture.  The  sulphite  process  yields  fully  50 
per  cent  of  unbleached  pulp  and  with  a  much  lower  sulphur  consump- 
tion than  is  required  in  commercial  practice  for  wood.  It  is  shown 
that' if  bamboo  pulp  is  most  suited  for  use  in  an  unbleached  state 
then  the  sulphite  process  should  be  adopted  by  all  means,  but  that 
the  material  is  not  sufficiently  light  in  color  to  be  mixed  with  mechan- 
ical wood  pulp  in  preparing  news-print  paper.  It  is  entirely  suited, 
so  far  as  color  is  concerned,  for  use  as  wrapping  paper,  but  is  too 
good  a  fiber  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  or  for  newspaper  work. 
Bamboo  fiber  is  eminently  fitted  for  book  paper  and  for  certain 
grades  of  writing  and  lithographic  papers,  either  alone  or  when 
blended  with  rag  or  sulphite  wood  pulp.  If  bamboo  fiber  appears 
better  suited  for  book-printing  and  lithographic  papers  than  for 
wrapping  or  news-print  papers,  the  soda  process  is  more  fitted  for 
the  treatment,  since  bulk,  softness,  and  opacity  are  the  chief  features 
of  pod  a  pulp. 
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Xeets  BequlTcmentB  of  Paper  Xakers. 

With  caua  bojo  the  soda  process  invariably  yields  from  43  to  45  per 
cent  of  air-dry,  unbleached  soda  pulp.  Such  pulp  bleaches  to  a 
splendid  white  with  ffom  12  to  15  per  cent  of  bleaching  powder. 
The  fiber  is  strong,  of  good  felting  capacity,  and  makes  a  more  bulky 
sheet  than  wood  pulp.  The  fiber  jxttftiesses  the  re<nusite  length, 
strength,  and  felting  capacity  to  meet  tlie  paper  makers'  demands, 
and  the  quantity  of  resistant  cellulose  per  unit  weight  of  raw  material 
is  sufficient  to  w^arrant  its  extraction. 

An  area  of  1,000  hectares  of  bamboo  would  supply  a  pidp  mill  of 
20  tons  daily  capacity  for  3  yeai-s  of  300  working  days  each,  without 
taking  into  account  the  growth  of  the  bamboo  during  this  period. 
Working  on  a  3-year  rotation  basis,  which  is  entirely  feasible,  such 
an  area  would  supply  a  mill  of  this  capacity  indefinitely.  Since  an 
area  of  2  kilometers'  radius  contains  more  than  1,200  hectares,  the 
question  of  transportation  of  the  material  to  a  given  point,  so  far  as 
the  distance  for  hauling  is  conoemed,  is  not  a  serious  one. 
Xaavfactnre  at  a  Profit  to  Xtt  Expected. 

The  Bureau  of  Science,  has  estimated  the  cost  of  manufacture  of 
pulp  from  cana  bojo,  dividing  such  cost  into  the  items  of  (1)  labor, 
(2)  fuel,  power,  etc.,  (3)  chemicals  and  suppUes,  (4)  repairs,  re- 
newals, and  depi-eciation,  (5)  taxes,  insurance,  and  interest.  All  of 
these  items  have  been  discu^ed  in  detail  in  the  Philippine  Joyrnal 
of  Science.  The  article  <|uoted  shows  that  $200,000,  United  States 
cmrencj^,  should  be  sufiicient  to  build,  equip,  and  oj^ierate  a  soda- 
pulp  mill  of  20-tons  daily  capacity.  Such  a  plant,  built  in'  a  modern 
manner  and  efficiently  operated,  will  produce  unbleache<l,  air-dried 
bamboo  fiber  at  a  maximum  cost  of  $21  per  short  ton  f.  o.  b.  Manila. 
If  the  excellent  quality  of  cana  bojo  soda  pulp  prepared  under  favor- 
able conditions  is  considered,  a  profitable  trade  with  Japan,  Austi'a- 
lia,  and  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America  in  direct  competition 
with  chemical  wood  palp  at  ordinary  quotations  appears  a  reasonable 
expectation.  One  consideration  of  special  importance  is  the  pos- 
sibility of  obtaining  the  raw  material  in  such  quantity  and  at  such 
a  figure  as  to  allpw  manufacture  at  a  profit  even  under  conditions  of 
maximum  cost. 

Best  Source  of  Abaca  for  Paper  Stock. 

The  Philippine  Islands  offer  the  best  source  of  abaca  for  paper 
stock.  Here  is  the  home  of  real  Manila  paper.  An  average  yield  of 
approximately  50  per  cent  of  strong-fibered  rtock*  can  be  obtained  in 
sulphite  digestions  of  abaca  waste.  This  is  about  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  the  best  grades  of  waste  it  is  possible  to  obtain,  if  the 
baled  material  is  thoroughly  deviled  before  it  is  sribjected  to  any 
kind  of  chemical  treatment.  The  soda  process  yields  about  41  per 
cent  dry  pulp.  Maguey  waste  gives  results  comparable  with  those 
of  abaca.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Science 
the  reduction  in  cost  of  freight  and  handling  incident  to  placing 
abaca  waste  half-stuff  on  a  foreign  market,  thus  allowing  a  greater 
outlay  in  proi;?rly  preparing  the  waste  for  the  digestion  process,  is 
certain  to  bring  better  results  if  the  quality  of  the  resulting  product 
alone  is  considered  than  would  the  exportation  of  the  raw  product. 
To  pulp  the  waste  here  for  subsequent  exportation  would  effect  a 
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reduction  of  50  per  cent  in  freights  alone.  The  initial  cost  and  daily 
running  expenses  of  a  hydraulic  baling  press  would  nearly  offset 
the  cost  of  equipment  for  a  pulp  mill  of  10-tons  daily  capacity. 

Other  SooTces  of  Fiber  Abandant. 

Other  sources  of  paper  fiber  are  abundant  in  the  Philippines.  Tlie 
Bureau  of  Science  has  investigated  the  value  of  many  classes  of 

Ealms  and  grasses  relative  to  their  pulp-producing  qualities.  It  has 
een  found  that  such  grasses  as  cogon  and  talahib  produce  a  soda 
pulp  of  excellent  fiber.  These  gi-asses  are  abundant  and  of  good 
quality  in  the  Visayan  Islands.  Thousands  of  acres  of  rolling  rands 
in  Masbate  and  Burias  Islands  are  covered  with  even  stands  of  tall, 
thrifty  cogon  grass.  Here  the  lay  of  the  land  is  such  that  heavy- 
draft  mowing  machinery  could  be  used  to  advantage. 

A  practical  phase  of  the  utilization  of  Philippine  perennial  grasses 
■would  be  the  material  benefit  to  the  forests,  as  the  protection  and 
cutting  of  the  grass  areas  would  greatly  decrease  the  annual  loss  by 
forest  fires,  and  any  decrease  in  the  cogon  area  is  of  great  assistance 
in  eliminating  the  locust  pest. 

Under  factory  conditions  cogon  and  talahib  give  an  approximate 
yield  of  AH  per  cent  dry,  unbleached  soda  pulp.  The  loss  in  bleaching 
IS  approximately  8.2  per  cent.  The  pulps  made  from  cogon  and 
talahib  are  comparable  in  their  use  to  that  of  esparto. 

Other  minor  sources  of  pulp  from  Philippine  plants  are  bowstring 
hemp,  coconut  coir,  the  leaf  stalks  of  the  ni^a  palm,  parts  of  the 
betel-nnt  palm,  the  buri  palm,  and  waste  bejuco.  Obviously  mill 
waste  could  be  worked  up  as  paper  pulp,  particularly  such  waste 
wood  as  that  left  from  the  milling  of  lauan,  cupang.  and  other  Phil- 
ippine softwoods. 

BAVABIAH  HOP  FAOSFECTS. 

(Consul  Charles  8.  Wtnans,  Nuremberg,  Germany,  Aug.  31.] 

Hop  picking  in  Bavaria  has  just  begun,  and  local  experts  have 
made  statements  about  the  hop  trade  in  1916  and  the  prospects  for 
the  present  crop. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  hop  prices  had  reached  one  of  the 
lowest  levels  in  the  history  of  the  Nuremberg  market.  The  poorer 
grades  sold  for  $4  a  hundredweight.  In  April,  however,  an  active 
speculation  commenced  and  continued  for  several  weeks,  making  the 
local  market  more  active  than  in  years  of  peace.  The  demand  at  first 
covered  the  poorer  grades,  which  were  soon  out,  and  then  ex- 
tended to  the  better  sorts,  which  rose  to  $14  and  $15  per  hundred- 
weight. 

Tlje  speculation  produced  a  general  increase  of  price  of  about  $7 
per  hundredweight  for  the  different  sorts,  which  continued  until  the 
beginning  of  August.  Hops  from  the  1914  crop  profited  by  this 
speculation  and  brought  as  high  as  $8  per  hunaredweight  Since 
the  beginning  of  August  prices  have  fallen  as  a  result  of  the  more 
favorable  crop  outlook. 

Bednotion  in  Area — Price  Ontlook. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine,  without  accurate  statistics,  just  what 
reduction  has  been  made  in  the  area  devoted  to  hop  cultivation.    The 
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estimates  range  between  30  and  40  per  cent.  It  is  probable  that  the 
amount  is  a  good  third.  This,  however,  does  not  make  allowance  for 
those  plantations  where  the  plants  have  not  been  rooted  ont.  but 
where  only  the  poles  have  not  been  set  and  the  plants  trained  thercon. 
It  is  thought  that  such  plantations  are  rather  numerous.  When  hop 
culture  is  again  developed  a  replanting  will  be  unnecessary  here. 

In  spite  of  the  favorable  weather  which  set  in  the  1st  of  .Inly  the 
present  hop  crop  is  pronounced  to  be  only  middling.  Since  the  brew- 
eries are  well  supplied  and  since  large  quantities  of  the  1915  as 
well  as  of  the  1914  crop,  as  above  stated,  were  purchased  during  the 
period  of  speculation  extending  from  April  to  August,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  demand  for  the  coming  crop  will  be  great  or  that  the 
prices  will  be  very  high.  The  hops  bought  by  the  speculators  have 
been  stored.  After  the  war  is  ended  and  commercial  relations  with 
foreign  countries  reestablished  it  is  hoped  to  sell  them  at  a  good 
profit.    Until  then  the  prospects  of  high  hop  prices  are  unfavorable. 

[Supplementary  report,  dated  Sept.  1.] 

Hop  Crop  of  1916  in  Oermany  and  Austria. 

In  the  Frankischer  Kurier  (evening  edition  of  Aug.  31,  1916)' 
were  published  the  hop  estimate  for  the  season  of  1916  and  data  of 
the  actual  crop  of  1915.  These  figures  were  prepared  by  the  firm  of 
M.  Giitermann  Sohne,  in  Saaz,  Bchemia.  The  estimate  of  the  1916 
crop  was  made  on  the  supposition  that  the  present  favorable  weather 
will  continue. 


District. 

191S 

19M 

District. 

IBIS 

1913 

OERHANT. 

Hon«rdao  fHallertan) 

Col. 
96.475 
20.080 
31.074 
7.38B 
5.080 
21.568 
75.644 
12.(128 
S.IOO 

Ctrl.. 

(oono 

15.000 
7.000 
3.000 
3.000 
15.000 
40.000 
3.000 
4.000 

AtraTBU-BUNOUtr. 

Saaz 

Cirt. 

105  ono 

33.000 
15.000 
3.000 
4.000 

2.000 
25.000 

Ort. 
130.001 

giialt.... 

Au.'M^^aand  Dauba 

30.000 

H<r^nici.-er  l.and 

Stelermark 

12.000 

Afco' gnmd                    

Upper  Austria 

l.SOO 

Ktndingcr  Land 

Horsvta 

2,000 

Wurtltniberg '. 

Galicla  aad  adjoining  terri- 
torv 

AtaM...                      

500 

Badaa 

15.000 

Fnmh 

Total 

187,000 

191  003 

Total 

278.973 

150.000 

The  statistics  are  accompanied  by  the  following  brief  comment: 

The  eontinnatlon  of  the  world  war  ln<luo«0  n  further  considerable  diminution 
of  hop  cultivation  because  other  field  crops  offer  larger  agricultural  returns. 
In  spite  of  this  the  Central  Powers  raised  sufficient  hops  for  their  own  needs 
anil  for  exportation  to  the  neighboring  nuetrnl  countries,  rogardle-ss  of  tlie 
not  Inconsiderable  supplies  of  hops  of  the  past  and  other  years  which  are  stored 
away  in  the  breweries.  *  •  »  Slightly  higher  prices  are  expecte<l  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  assuming  th.nt  the  over-son  exfiort  will  not  liocome  possible 
during  the  acason — In  which  case  the  prices  would  rise  very  high. 


MOnOK-PICTUEE  PHOTOGRAPHY  OF  DISTAITT  OBJECTS, 

The  possibility  of  photographing  objects  at  a  distance  of  several 
wiles  by  means  of  a  moving  picture  camera  has  been  investigated  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  For  this  purpose  a  camera 
of  great  focal  length  was  constructed.  It  was  found  possible  to  take 
pictures  of  objects  at  a  great  distance. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26  COMMERCE  KEPOKTS. 

EUPLOTEES  OF  UGHTHOUSE  SERVICE  COHH£]n)£D. 

Several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
have  been  commended  during  the  past  mcmth  by  the  Secretary  or 
Acting  Secretary  of  Commerce  for  services  rendered  in  the  saving  of 
life  and  property  under  circumstances  which  in  most  instances  re- 
quired courageous  action.  Thofce  commended  by  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary were : 

J.  M.  Kendley,  first  officer,  commanding,  and  the  other  ofB<"ers  and  crew  of  the 

tender  Uaplc,  for  proing  to  the  assistance  of  those  on  board  the  steamer  Severn 

•and  the  bugeye  Mary  E.  FouWc,  which  collided  lu  the  vicinity  of  Lazaretto 

Depot,  Md.,  August  28.  1916.    A  similar  letter  of  commendation  was  sent  Mr. 

W.  H.  Davis,  keeper,  Lazaretto  Depot. 

O.  C.  McCauley,  keeper,  and  Cliarles  Lennis,  first  assistant  keeper,  Squaw 
Island  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  safely  towing  ashore  the  disabled  laoncb 
PhyllU,  of  Scotts  Point,  Midi.,  with  two  occupants  aboard. 

David  O.  Kinyon,  kee|)er.  Guard  Island  Light  Station,  Alaska,  for  assistance 
rendered  In  towing  to  the  station  a  disabled  motor  boat 

J.  W.  Leadbetter,  commanding,  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the  tender 
Fern,  who  asslstetl  In  pulling  the  steamship  Admiral  Farraput  clear  of  a  shoal 
end  removing  and  landing  the  66  passengers  at  Petersburg,  Alaska. 

E.  W.  Bartow,  commanding,  and  the  other  oflicers  and  crew  of  the  tender 
Azalea  who  assisted  in  pulling  off  the  schooner  yacht  Hopetcell,  of  Providence, 
U.  I.,  which  was  ashore  with  a  party  of  five  alxmrd,  and  towing  her  out  In  the 
Middle  Ground,  Vineyard  Bound,  Mass. 

John  H.  Sullivan,  second  assistant  keeper  of  White  Shoal  Light  Station, 
Mich.,  for  a.sslstance  rendered  to  a  motor  boat  which  was  found  to  be  out  of 
gasoline  and  drifting  in  the  vicinity  of  Waugoshance,  Mich. 

John  F.  Hudgins,  keeper  of  York  Spit  Light  Station,  Va.,  for  the  rescue  of 
Dine  personr  from  a  disabled  launch. 

For  Asglgtaaoe  to  Oroanded  Steamthip. 

Capt  Thomas  S.  Ludlam,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Sunflotoer 
for  assistance  rendered  the  steamship  Standard,  which  had  grounded  lu  South 
■Pass,  La. 

Matlilas  W.  Strecfcert,  keeper,  and  Otto  H.  Beadnell,  second  a.sslstant  keeper, 
of  Sand  Island  Light  Station,  Ala.,  for  maintaining  a  light  from  the  tower  of 
Sand  Island  Light  Station  throughout  the  hurricane  of  July  5,  1916,  by  sub- 
stituting an  oil  wick  lamp  for  the  Incandescent  oil  vapor  apparatus  when  the 
vibration  of  the  tower  was  so  great  that  It  prevented  the  operation  of  the  incan- 
descent oil  vapor  light. 

Alarlon  Brown,  first  assistant  keeper  of  Sand  Island  Light  Station,  was  com- 
mended for  saving  the  Ilghthouso  boat  at  his  home  at  Dauphin  Island  and 
returning  with  It  to  Sand  Island  Light  Station,  immediately  after  the  hurricane 
of  .Tuly  .5.  1916. 

Thomas  P.  Roberts,  assistant  keeper  of  Aransas  Pass  Light  Station,  Tex.,  for 
rcnialnlng  at  the  Aransus  Pass  Light  Station,  saving  Government  property,  and 
continuing  to  exhibit  the  light  when  that  station  was  almost  a  complete  wreck 
ofter  tlie  hurricane  of  August  18,  1916. 

Alexander  McLean,  kcei)er,  and  Charles  G.  Wright,  first  assistant  keei^er  of 
Huron  Island  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  ns-slstance  rendorwl  the  launch  Petrel, 
which,  with  two  men  aboard,  was  di.scovered  In  a  disabled  condition  lu  the 
v:<'iiilty  of  Huron  Island  Light  Station,  Mich. 

Chancie  Fitzmorris,  koei)er  of  West  Sister  Island  Light  Station.  Ohio,  for  the 
rescue  of  six  persons  from  the  yacht  Luella,  which  capsized  off  West  Sister 
Island,  Ohio. 

Elbert  W.  Bortow,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Azalea,  for  assistance 
rendere<l  the  boat  \cllir,  which  was  discoveretl  In  distress  with  two  i)ersons  on 
board,  off  Pollock  Ulp  Slue  Northeast  Chnnnel  AVIiistling  Buoy,  2B,  Mass. 

Owen  C.  McCauley,  keeper  of  Squaw  Island  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  assist- 
ance i'endere<l  the  tugboat  Margaret  ilcCann,  which  was  discovered  to  be  In  9 
disiibled  condition. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  commended  Alfonso  Sanchez  Ber- 
mudez,  keeper,  and  Antonio  D.  Jesus,  assistant  keeper  of  Muertos 
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Island  Light  Station,  P.  K.,  for  assistiuice  rendered  ,I(;£e  Valerio, 
whose  boat,  La  Gaviota,  was  discovered  in  a  sinking?  condition  off 
Muertos  Island,  P.  R. 

DECREASE  IN  ITALY'S  WINE  PRODUCTION. 

IConsnl  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vlcp  ronsiil.  (icnoa.  Auk.  2G.] 

Brandy,  rum,  cognac,  and  whisky  are  not  extensively  sold  in  Italy, 
but  there  is  a  large  use  of  wine,  especially  at  meals,  by  all  class*  .5  of 
people.  Wine  is  produced  here  in  various  ways.  Some  of  the 
methods  employed  have  been  in  use  for  many  generations,  and  ot  lers 
are  based  on  the  most  modern  principles.  There  are  both  large  and 
small  producers. 

There  has  been  a  decided  decline  in  wine  production  during  the 
past  3  years  as  indicated  by  the  following  figures:  Total  of 
1,380,024,180  gallons  in  1913;  1,137,246,322  gallons  in  1914,  and 
503.376,355  gallons  in  1915. 

This  dechne  has  resulted  in  a  rapidly  increasing  price,  so  that 
the  cost  of  wine  has  now  reached  a  level  probably  never  before  at- 
tained, and  has  brought  about  a  more  restricted  use.  Seduced  pro- 
duction is  reflected  also  in  the  size  of  the  grape  crop,  which  in  1914 
was  6,799,600  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  and  in  1915 
3,012,200  metric  tons. 

Irmllimf  Prices  of  Prlaeipal  Wines. 

Some  of  the  principal  Italian  wines  with  their  prevailing  prices 
per  gallon  are:  Monferrato  wine  (Piedmont).  $0.73  to  $0.80;  Novi 
wine  (Liguria).  $0.73  to  $0.77;  Bnrbera  d'Asti,  $0.73  to  $0.90;  Val- 
tellina  wme.  $0.47  to  $0.51;  Veronese  wine,  $0.62  to  $0.87;  Marsala 
wine,  $0.73  to  $0.80. 

There  is  careful  supervision  of  liquor  establishments  in  Genoa. 
Fines  are  provided  for  selling  impure  or  improper  beverages,  and 
establishments  where  there  is  a  failure  to  observe  the  regulations  are 
closed  for  a  day  or  longer. 

The  barroom,  in  the  American  sense  of  the  word,  is  unknown  here. 
Hard  and  soft  drinks,  coffee,  etc.,  are  commonly  dispensed  at  the 
same  place.  By  a  recent  decree,  a  license  for  the  sale  of  wejik 
spirituous  drinks  is  granted  for  each  500  inhabitants.  In  the  case 
of  strong  alcoholic  m-inks,  a  license  is  granted  for  each  1,000  in- 
habitants. 

Canal  Traffic  in  August. 

The  number  of  ■ships  passing  through  the  Panama  Canal  in  sea- 
going or  commercial  service  in  August  was  142  (77  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  and  65  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic) ;  in  April, 
1916,  following  the  resumption  of  traflSc,  the  number  of  ships  through 
the  canal  was  80;  in  May  it  was  129;  in  June.  124:  and  in  July,  149. 
The  tolls  earned  in  August  amounted  to  $417,080  ($255,925  from  ships 
passing  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  $191,155  from  those 
passing  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic).  With  respect  to  nation- 
ality, the  Panama  Canal  Record  states  that  British  vessels  constituted 
exactly  one-half  of  the  August  total,  being  nearly  three  times  the 
number  of  American  (26)  and  nearly  seven  times  the  number  of 
Norwegian  (11). 
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CAHAOA. 

[Cnstoms  Memorandum  No.  2030B,  Sept.  5.] 
Drawback  on  Ship's  Supplies. 

The  pajnient  has  been  authorized  of  drawback  equal  to  the  customs 
duty  on  ships'  stores  delivered  for  transjwrts  owned,  chartered,  or 
controlled  by  the  British  Admiralty  for  use  on  board  such  vessels. 
The  claim  for  drawback  must  be  presented  and  sworn  to  before  a  col- 
lector of  customs  within  ax  months  after  the  delivery  of  the  goods. 
['Ihis  is  an  extension  of  a  former  provision  allowing  drawback  on 
stores  for  British  and  foreign  warships  and  telegraph  cable  ships.] 

lUSZICO. 

(Consul  W.  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cms,  Aug.  11.] 
Duty  on  Conunon  8oap. 

The  free  admission  of  common  soap  into  Mexico,  originally  au- 
thorized by  a  decree  of  September  29, 1915,  was  suspended  on  August 
21,  1916,  according  to  an  order  of  the  Finance  Depai-tment  of  the 
de  facto  Government  dated  August  7.  The  import  duty  to  be  levied 
is  to  be  0.05  peso  per  kilo,  instead  of  0.25  peso,  the  rate  prescribed  by 
the  official  customs  tariff  of  Mexico.  [A!s  stated  in  Commerce  Re- 
forts  for  Sept.  27,  1916,  a  new  tariff  is  to  go  into  effect  in  Mexico 
Nov.  1,  1916,  and  this  law  may  pro>'ide  for  a  further  change  in  the 
duty  on  common  soap.] 

BVSSIA. 
(Vice  Consul  Felix  Cole,  Petrogrml,  Ma.v  80. J 
Exemption  of  Oold-Kininr  Xaohinery. 

An  imperial  decree  has  been  issued  exempting  from  duty  for  a 
period  of  10  years  the  following  machinery  and  apparatus  for  use 
in  gold  mining:  Dredges  and  excavators  and  parts  thereof;  appa- 
ratus for  grinding  goid-bearing  ore  or  for  the  chemical  extraction 
of  gold  from  ore  and  prospecting  apparatus,  together  with  parts 
thereof.  The  latter  are  entitled  to  free  admission,  whether  or  not 
imported  at  the  same  time  as  the  principal  article.  The  measure  is 
retroactive,  providing  that  all  duties  collected  on  such  machinery 
and  apparatus  since  January  1,  1916,  shall  be  refunded.  This  con- 
cession is  a  restoration  of  an  exemption  which  was  in  effect  prior  to 
January,  1909. 

Excise  Taxes  on  Tobacco. 

The  excise  duty  on  imported  cut  smoking  tobapco  and  tobacco  in 
rolls  and  coils  has  been  raised  from  1  to  3  rubles  per  funt  by  a  recent 
imperial  decree,  while  the  tax  on  cigars  has  been  increased  to  8.90  and 
that  on  cigai-ettes  to  3.50  rubles  per  1.000.  [Ruble  (par  value), 
$0,515;  pood  (40  funt),  36.1128  pound.-.] 

STRAITS  SETTLEXENTS. 
(Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  10.] 
Duties  on  Spirits  and  Tobacco. 

The  duties  on  alcoholic  liquors,  including  wines,  clarets,  ale,  beer, 
and  cider,  imported  into  the  Straits  Settlements  have  been  greatly 
increased  by  an  ordinance  of  June  16,  1916.    Another  ordinance  of 
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the  same  date  imposes  heavy  duties  on  tobacco  products  imported  into 
Singapore  (excluding  Cliristmas  Island  and  Cocos  Islands),  Penang, 
and  ilalacca,  which  are  to  continue  in  effect  until  December  31,  1026. 
[Schedules  of  the  new  rates  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  B'^oreigt) 
and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

UBTTQITAY. 
[Dlarlo  Oflcial,   May  30  and  Juue  30.1 
Hev  Analysis  Fees  and  Internal  Taxes. 

Fees  for  the  analysis  of  beverages  and  food  and  of  other  products 
imported  into  Uruguay  were  prescribed  by  a  law  of  May  27,  1916, 
which  had  been  under  consideration  for  several  months.  These 
charges  are  to  be  paid  by  means  of  stamps  attached  to  the  certifi- 
cates of  analysis.  All  beverages,  whether  alcoholic  or  not,  are  subject 
to  analysis,  and  the  fee  pavable  for  all  except  fermented  beverages 
is  2  pesos  per  2,500  liters  if  in  casks,  and  2  pesos  per  100  cases  if 
bottled.  The  charge  for  wines  and  fermented  beverages  in  casks  is 
2  pesos  per  5,000  liters,  and  for  such  beverages  in  bottles  2  pesos  per 
100  cases.  Food  products  in  general  are  subject  to  an  analysis  fee  of  3 
pesos  for  every  2,000  kilos.  A  decree  of  June  27,  1916,  indicates  th^ 
articles  subject  to  this  provision,  which  include  the  following:  Sugar, 
glucose,  confectionery,  biscuits,  cocoa,  chocolate,  coffee,  tea,  meats  of 
all  kinds,  fish,  cheese,  canned  goods,  dates,  dried  fruits,  condensed 
milk,  flour,  v^rmicelli,  pickles^  spices,  vinegar,  edible  fats,  and  edible 
vegetable  oils.  Mixed  textile  goods,  Vvhich  are  dutiable  accord- 
ing to  the  percentage  of  various  fibers,  must  be  analyzed,  and  kero- 
sene and  alcohol  are  also  included  among  the  articles  subject  to 
analysis.  All  of  the  above  are  the  minimum  fees  and  will  pre* 
sumably  be  imposed  where  any  fraction  of  the  quantities  indicated  Is 
imported.     [Peso,  $1.035 ;  liter,  1.0568  quarts ;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

latenial  Taxes  oa  Toilet  Preparations. 

The  original  law  further  provides  for  a  new  schedule  of  stamp 
taxes  on  toilet  preparations,  both  imported  and  domestic,  replacing 
those  established  by  the  law  of  1910.  Extracts,  lotions,  brilhantine, 
creams,  oils,  and  hair  dyes  for  toilet  use  are  subject  to  a  stamp  tax  of 
0.10  peso  per  bottle  or  box,  and  toilet  waters  and  powders,  cosmetics, 
dentifrices,  and  most  toilet  soaps  to  a  tax  of  0.05  peso  per  unit. 
Perfumes  and  toilet  preparations  not  specified  are  subject  to  a  tax. 
of  0.02  peso  for  each  container.  Samples  for  advertising  purposes 
are  exempt  from  the  tax,  provided  they  do  not  exceed  the  following 
weights:  Extracts  and  cosmetics,  5  grams;  soaps  of  all  kinds,  10 
grams;  lotions,  20  grams. 

[A  complete  list  of  the  articles  subject  to  analysis  is  on  file  in  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

OmCES  OF  THE  BUBEAXr  OF  FOBEIGN  AITO  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 


DISTBICT  OniCES. 

RW  TOBK:  Bo«>i  409,  CmtoakooM. 

BOnoSt  isei  CntoBlMue. 

aiCieO:  604  Frdera]  Bnndlns. 

R.  LOCIS:  403  Tktrd  IVaUoBal  Bank  l;andlag. 

iTUSTA:  S21  Pmt  Office  BaUdlag. 

RW  0KLUK8I  lOSO  BlkrraU  Baak  BaUdlac. 

UK  nuxCISCO:  so;  Cnl«Bk»nc. 

KUTTLE:  84»  Btmrj  BaUdlBf. 


cooPEBiTiTE  OFnces. 

CT.ETELAKD:  Ckambcr  of  Commrrcr. 
CIKCniNATI:  Ckamktr  of  Conmeret. 
CIXaMtATI :  C,  R.  0.  k  T.  P.  Sj.  Co. 
LOS  ANCELES :  Chamber  of  Commrrcr. 
PHILADELPHIA:  vkambcr  of  Coransrcr. 
CHATTANOOClAi  Soatli  /■triran  Ait?Bt,  Roalk* 

era  Uj.  Co. 
POBTLAXD,  OBKO.:  Ckambfr  of  Commcrt*. 
DATTONi  OnaUr  Daytoa  Amoclatloa. 
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EGYPT'S  BEEWING  DTDUSTEY. 

[Consul  Arthur  Garrcls,  Alexandria,  Aug.  30.] 

No  beer  was  produced  in  Egypt  prior  to  1899.  In  that  year  two 
breweries  began  operations,  one  each  in  Cairo  and  Alexandria.  These 
two  establishments  oontinue<l  brewing  until  11>08  when  a  third  one 
entered  the  field  in  Alexandi'ia.  No  definite  statistics  in  regard  to 
the  beer  production  in  Kg>'pt  are  available.  It  is  learned,  however, 
from  reliable  sources,  that  fi-om  1899  imtil  1907  the  annual  output  of 
beer  in  Egypt  aggregated  approximately  660,000  gallons  and  from 
1907  to  1914  about  1,320,000  gallons.  During  1915,  owing  to  the  pres- 
ence of  allied  troops  in  Egypt  and  curtailment  of  imports  from 
Germany  and  Austria,  the  production  probably  reached  1,980,000 
gallons,  and  it  is  estimatetl  that  during  1916  the  output  will  touch 
8,430,000  gallons.  It  is  further  stated  that  when  normal  conditions 
again  exist  the  annual  production  of  beer  in  Eg3rpt  will  be  about 
2,115,000  gallons. 

Hops  were  not  iiiipoiied  into  Egypt  previous  to  1899,  there  being 
no  breweries.  Before  the  war  they  were  purchased  from  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Turkey,  those  from  the  latter  country  being  much 
cheaper  than  those  from  the  former.  It  was  from  this  country  that 
the  first  hops  imported  into  Egypt  originated.     The  quantity  im- 

gorted  varies  from  year  to  year.  In  1899  (the  year  in  which  the 
rewing  industry  was  established  in  Egypt)  3,437  tons  were  brought 
in,  but  since  that  date  the  largest  quantity  received  in  any  one  twelve- 
month was  24  tons.  Tliis  was  in  1908.  In  1909  the  imports  amounted 
to  but  7  tons ;  in  1910  to  9  tons ;  in  1911  to  12  tons,  declining  in  1912 
to  8  tons.  In  1913  there  were  14  tons  imported;  in  1914  8  tons;  and 
in  1915  23  tons. 

FRANCE  HAS  HAREET  FOB  FOREIGN  BOTTLES. 

t<:onKu1  Gen<>ral  A.  Gnolin,  HarfcelUe,  Aug.  20.]     . 

The  local  production  of  bottles  in  Marseille  at  present  is  below  the 
requirements,  and  it  appears,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
sell  American  bottles  in  this  district,  if  delivery  prices  are  suitable. 
The  existing  freight  rates,  in  addition  to  the  customs  duty  (5.25 
.francs  for  bottles  of  at  least  one-half  liter  capacity,  or  $1.01  at  stand- 
ard rate  of  19.3  cents  per  franc,  per  100  kilos,  or  220  pounds  gross 
weight)  would,  however,  probably  prevent  the  profitable  sale  of 
ordinary  bottles.  It  should  be  noted,  also,  that  the  standard  bottles 
have  a  capacity  of  1  liter  (1.06  quarts).  The  lowest  wholesale 
prices  for  the  ordinary  wine  and  beer  bottles  are  now  28  francs 
($5.40  at  the  standard  rate  of  exchange).  The  tendency  is  toward 
an  increase  in  these  prices. 

There  is  a  greater  possibility  of  selling  high-gi-adc  bottles  for  oil 
samples  and  perfumery.  Quotations  should  be  c.  i.  f.  Marseille,  or  at 
least  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  other  American  port,  witli  freight  esti- 
mates. Correspondence  in  French  is  also  desired,  and  measurements 
should  be  indicated  in  metric  units. 

[A  list  of  Marseille  firms  dealing  in  glass  bottles  and  glassware  may  be 
obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Uefer  to  file  No.  80358.J 
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AMEEICAir  CONSXTLAB  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  ofRcere  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  orfranizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  j^ersonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Erpira- 
tionof 
venue. 

Address. 

Lwnanl,  Waiter  A 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Flavra,  Franco. ... 

8t.  r.all.Swltierland.. 
Brl5toi,  Knrland 

Oct.  U 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 

Es.**Tt,  lotra. 

Osbonu,  John  Ball 

Pike,  William  J 

Do. 

Annstroor,  John  3 

1200  Ertaw  Place,  Httltimore,  Md. 

Gneer,  Wilbor  T.«  .  ... 

S«<  llle,  Spain 

Port    Llmon,    Costa 

CalruT,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Oct.  80 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Depirtn  «nt  of  btste,  WasMn^ton,  D.C. 

P«M<ran  rhmtw 

31  urLce  Avenue,  Yonlcers,  N.  Y. 

Ctam,  Harold  D 

Saugcrties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

•Conmil  Grac«T  wUI  be  fclad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern 
dtlet  interested  u>  the  Spanisli  trade  during  bis  visit  in  the  United  SUtes. 


bahwat  fibe  pbotection  in  canaba. 

(Consul  iEdward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen.  New  Brunswick,  Hept.  15.1 

The  work  of  preventing  fires  in  Canada  has  been  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  board  of  railway  commissioners  for  the  past  four  seasons. 
Federal,  provincial,  and  railway  oiScials  have  cooperated  with  good 
results.  Conservation,  a  Dominion  publication,  gives  details  of  the 
worL  There  were  686  forest  fires  which  originated  within  300  feet 
of  the  railway  lines  under  the  board's  control.  The  area  burned 
was  37563  acres,  33.1  per  cent  being  chargeable  to  the  railways,  20.9 
to  other  known  causes,  and  the  remainder  undetermined.  I'he  esti- 
mated damage  was  $74,2.56,  of  which  only  11.2  per  cent  is  chargeable 
to  the  railwa-ys.  Of  all  forest  fires  on  property  under  the  board's 
control,  causes  assigned  are:  Locomotives,  33.9  per  cent;  railway 
employees,  9.5  per  cent;  tramps,  etc.,  11.4  per  cent;  settlers,  12.5 
percent. 

COTTONSEEB  HEAL  IN  CANABA. 

(Consnl  Felix  3.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept.  14.1 

As  each  year  passes  the  Canadian  importation  of  cottonseed  meal 
is  increasing.  A  few  years  ago  it  could  be  bought  only  in  the  larger 
cities,  but  now  the  feed  men  in  villages  keep  it  on  hand.  A  much 
greater  demand  could  be  created  if  a  representative  of  the  Cotton 
Seed  Association  were  sent  to  Canada  and  spoke  before  the  farmers' 
associations  in  this  Province.  Cottonseed  meal  is  cheaper  than 
bran,  and  as  the  farmers  have  for  the  past  two  years  enjoyed  a 
period  of  prosperity  they  would  be  willing  to  invest  in  the  southern 

Eroduct,  if  convinced  by  experinients  that  their  dairy  products  would 
i  considerably  increased  and  the  additional  expenditure  warranted. 
It  would  undoubtedly  be  possible  to  arrange  dates  for  meetings 
with  the  different  agricultural  societies  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
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FOEEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTUNIIIES. 

Beserred  addrcssefl  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«r«aa  and  tts  district  olBcca.    Begaest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  ataite  opportunity  number. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbould  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  22585. — A  basiue!<s  man  In  Brazil  Interested  In  the  development 
of  the  salt  Industry  Informs  an  American  consular  otflcer  that  he  Is  de- 
sirous of  getting  Into  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery 
or  appliances  for  making  salt  by  evaporation.  Correq>oiuleDGe  In  Portu- 
guese or  French. 

Blatc  penciU,  No.  22586. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  writes  that  a 
business  man  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  American  slate  pencils, 
and  desire-s  quotations  on  100  cases,  c.  I.  f.,  port  of  destination,  each  case  to 
contain  2,500  pencils  and  In  some  cases  5,000  pencils. 

Bops,  No.  22587. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  the  rep- 
resentative of  an  association  of  brewers  in  that  country  wlstDes  to  communi- 
cate wltli  American  exporters  of  hops.  Offers  glvitig  full  details  as  to 
prices,  terms  of  delivery,  etc.,  sbould  be  sent  immediately. 

Spindle  oils,  No.  22588. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  transmits 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to  be 
placed  In  communication  with  an  American  firm  with  a  view  to  acting  as 
lt«  representative  for  the  sale  of  spindle  oil  In  Switzerland.  American  ref- 
erence furnisbedi    Ooriespondence  In  KngliKli.  ■ 

MacMnery,  No;  22580. — An  American  constilnr  officer  In  Panama  writes  that  a 
man  in  bis  district  contemplates  opeiilug  iin  office  and  storebmise  for  the 
sale  of  American  machinery  to  the  trudo  in  South  and  Central  America. 
(Vtmmunlcatlon  is  desired  with  manufucuirei-s  of  agricultural,  mining,  and 
other  machinery.  Catalogues,  with  prices  and  discounts,  etc.,  should  be 
seat 

MacMne-thaking  tools,  No.  22500. — A  mechanical  engineer  In  a  foreign  insular 
possession  advises  an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  purchase 
tools  for  the  manufacture  of  machinery  to  be  employed  In  a  machinery 
plant.  He  would  lilso  be  willing  to  act  as  representative  for  an  American 
manufacturer  of  such  tools. 

Cotton  poods,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  22.591. — The  Bureau  is  infornie<l  tliat  a  man 
in  China  has  made  arrangements  with  a  group  of.  Chinese  merchants  to 
Import  for  them  direct,  on  an  indent  basis,  cotton  goods  (esi)ecinlly  gray 
sheeting,  shirting,  <lrllls,  etc.),  and  wire  naUm,  for  immeiliate  shipment; 
also  tupestry,  furniture  coverings,  wall  papers,  buttons,  office  and  stationery 
supplies,  builders'  sundries  and  hardware,  sanitary  fixtures,  metal  furni- 
ture fittings,  small  tools,  shelf  hardware,  cutlery,  paints  and  varnishes, 
galvanized  Iron  slieets,  rod  Iron,  sheet  pins,  cotton  and  linen  thread  for  lace 
making,  etc.  Quotations  c.  I.  f.  destluation.  .Samples,  where  practicable, 
and  catalogues,  etc.,  are  desired. 

tSeneral  representation,  etc..  No.  22."i92. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Vene- 
zuela rejiorts  that  two  Venezuelan  business  men  have  organlzetl  a  commis- 
sion firm  for  the  puiTwse  of  selling  American  goods.  They  desire  proposi- 
tions from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  No  particular  line  is 
siMK-ified.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Kuglish,  but  Spanish  Is  preferred. 
Kefereuces. 

Essential  oils,  etc.,  No.  22.')93.— The  Bureau  is  advised  that  a  drug  firm  in 
France  Is  Interested  In  purchasing  essential  oils,  petroleum  jelly,  vaseline 
oil,  ccrcslnes,  waxes,  dyestuffs,  and  lauollu.    Itefereuccs. 
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BSinSH  OOVEBNHEHT  SEQTJISITIOHS  LEATHEB. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  dated  Sept.  80.] 

Notice  has  been  given  that  the  War  Office  intends  to  take  posses- 
sion of  all  leathers,  finished  or  unfinished,  of  the  following  classes: 
Vegetable  tanned  bends  of  6  pounds  and  upwards,  butts  of  12  pounds, 
backs  of  8  pounds,  vegetable  tanned  shoulders,  medium  and  heavy 
butts  of  1^  millimeters  substance  and  upwards,  kip  sides  except 
semichrome;  also  vegetable  grained  upper  leatliers,  chrome  leather, 
and  upper  leathers  of  any  other  process  of  1^  millimeters  substance. 
Sale  or  removal  of  any  such  leathers  subject  to  permission  from  direc- 
tor of  army  contracts. 

NEW  AECTIC  POBT  IN  BUSSIA. 

[Brltleli  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Sept.  21.] 

The  (British)  Board  of  Trade  is  notified,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  that  the  inauguration  of  a  new  town  and  ice-free  port  at  the 
terminus  of  the  Miirman  Railway,  to  be  known  as  Murman,  is  ex- 
pected to  take  place,  by  Imperial  proclamation,  on  September  23. 
After  that  date  the  town  will  be  open  for  residence  and  business  pur- 
poses. Applications  are  being  lodged  with  local  authorities  for 
allotments  of  plots  of  land.  It  is  probable  that  certain  privileges 
(lo"w  road  rentals  and  reduced  railroad  rates  for  materials)  will  be 
granted  in  order  to  allow  building  operations  to  be  commenced  with- 
out delay. 

COOPERAGE  MATERIAL  BADLY  NEEDED. 

[Consul  flcorgc  K.  Sliles,  Tenerlffe,  Canary  Islands,  Aug.  20.3 

Great  quantities  of  the  well-known  Canary  Island  wines,  of  both 
the  claret  and  the  sauterne  types,  are  now  being  produced,  and  the 
trade  is  decidedly  alarmed  over  the  difficulties  threatened  as  regards 
sufficient  cooperage  and  barrel  stock  to  handle  the  1916  vintage.  In 
1914  the  cooperage  imports  totaled  $40,000.  Practically  all  of  the 
stock  comes  knocked  down  and  is  assembled  by  the  large  wine  dealers, 
most  of  whom  maintain  cooperitge  yards  sufficient   for  their  own 
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needs.    Smaller  wine  merchants,  howevM",  give  work  to  several 
handlers  of  cooperage  and  barrel  stock. 

Quotations  this  season  have  advanced  from  $86  to  $108  per  too. 
for  barrel  stock.  There  are  no  duties  on  either  cooperage  materials 
or  barrel  stock  in  any  of  the  Canary  Island  ports.  Tlie  point  of 
greatest  difficulty  to  be  overcome  by  American  exporters  will  ppob- 
ably  be  that  of  ocean  freights,  and  these  should  be  carefully-  investi- 
gated before  c.  i.  f .  shipments  are  made.  As  regards  credits,  present 
terms  are  usually  ca^  against  shipping  documents,  with  8  per  cent 
discount  on  f.  o.  o.  paym^  in  an  Ainerican  port. 

[A  Ust  of  Canary  Islaad  dealers  In  c(MH>erage  and  barrel  stock  may  be 
obtained  from  tlie  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  80400.] 


WOOD  PXriF  PBOFERTIBS  TO  BE  O^llATEB. 

[Vice  Consul  R.  M.  Ncwcomb,  Victoria.  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Sept  21.] 

The  C!olonial  Pulp  and  Paper  Mills  (Ltd.)  has  acquired  control  of 
pulp  properties  at  Qnatsino  Sound  on  Vancouver  Island  and  is 
proceeding  with  the  erection  of  a  large  plant,  the  first  unit  of  which 
will  have  a  capacity  of  60  tons  a  day.  SevMity-five  meji  are  now  en- 
gaged at  Quatsino^learing  land  for  the  building  sites  and  construct- 
ing wharves,  etc  Plans  are  completed  for  the  plant. aji4  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  company,  as  are  also  the  plans, for  a  large  number 
of  dwellings  for  the  workmen  who  wHl  be  engaged  in  the  industry. 
The  mills,  docks,  wharves,  and  dw/^llings  at  toe  town  site  will  com- 
bine to  make  a  completely  organized  and  modem  industnr.  When  the 
Quatsino  property  reaches  a  capacity  of  120  tons  per  day  the  plant 
will  employ  600.  mei^.  On  the  first  unit,  which  will  be  completed 
within  14  months,  between  300  and  400  men  will  be  employed. 

The  Empire  Pulp  and  Paper  Mills  (Ltd.),  capitalized  at  $2,- 
600,000,  has  taken  over  the  old  Swansdn  Bay  pulp-wood  manufac- 
turing company,  where  a  few  years  ago  a  pulp  mill  was  started  and 
operated  for  a  ^ort  time.  At  Swansfm  Bay  the  overhauling  of  thd 
plant  is  now  under  way.  It  is  proposed  that  the  plant  shall  bie 
brought  up  to  a  capaci^  of  80  t<ms  of  sulphite  fiber  daily.  Thiis 
amount  of  product  will  employ  300  men. 


PRIVATE  COAinrO  EIGHTS  SOUOST  DT  BEEHITDA. 

[CddboI  Carl  B.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Sept.  12.] 

The  Mid-Ocean  for  September  6,  1916,  publishes  a  report  that 
parties  abroad  have  approached  the  Corporation  of  St.  Georges  with 
a  proposal  that  they  be  granted  a  limited  base  at  Tiger  Bay,  St. 
Georges,  as  a  site  for  a  coal  depot.  Ha\dng  obtained  the  site,  they 
would  build  a  substantial  and  permanent  wharf  front  there,  install 
suitable  equipment,  and  otherwise  organize  it  as  a  coaling  depot  for 
steamers  calling  at  Bermuda  for  hunters  after  the  Town  Cut  Channel 
has  been  completed  and  opened  to  trade.  The  persons  making  this 
offer,  it  is  understood,  are  English  capitalists. 

The  Corporation  of  St.  Geor^s  held  a  meeting  to  consido*  tiie 
proposal,  but  postponed  the  subject  to  a  subsequent  meeting. 

(A  r^ort  on  the  Town  Cut  Channel  of  Bermuda  was  published  In  Couukbok 
Repobts  for  Sept.  16,  1915.] 
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COHST&TTCTION  WOSK  IN  ASOEimNA. 

[Conmil  WillUm  Dawson,  jr.,  Bosarto,  Aug.  21  and  Sept.  4.1 
Eoipital  ImproTemeatB. 

Kecent  Government  decrees  have  authorized  the  following  im- 
proTHnents  at  the  Hospital  Comun  Regional  del  Centro,  Bell-Ville, 
Cordoba:  Installation  of  water  and  sewerage  services,  work  adjudi- 
cated after  public  call  for  tenders  to  the  firm  of  Garoagnati,  Ange- 
leri,  Jaccozzi  y  Cia.,  Cordoba,  1501,  Bosario;  cost,  approximately 
$58,000;  construction  of  a  building  to  be  used  for  an  electric  plant, 
to  be  erected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Comisi6n  Asesora  de 
Aalos  y  Hospitales  Regionales,  Buenos  Aires,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000 ; 
installation  of  an  electric  plant  and  electric  lighting  at  a  cost  of 
$18,900,  for  which  public  tenders  will  be  invited. 

The  National  Government  has  further  authorized  the  Comisi6n 
Asesora  de  Asilos  y  Hospitales  Regionales,  Buenos  Aires,  to  invite 
public  tenders  for  the  execution  of  water  and  sewerage  works  in 
the  Sanatorio  Nacional  de  Tuberculosos,  Santa  Maria,  Cordoba,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $62,700. 

Concrete  Bridge  in  Proviiioe  ot  San  Luis. 

By  a  decree  of  August  23,  1916,  the  Direcci6n  General  de  Puentes 
y  Caminos  (General  Board  of  Bridges  and  Roads),  Buenos  Aires, 
has  been  authorized  to  invite  tenders  for  the  construction  of  a  con- 
crete bridge  over  the  Rio  Conlara,  Santa  Rosa,  San  Luis.  The 
bridge  is  to  have  a  span  of  80  feet  and  a  width  of  20  feet  and  its 
cost  IS  estimated  at  approximately  $16,000. 

It  was  originally  planned  to  construct  a  metallic  bridge  jit  a 
slightly  higher  cost.  The  difficulty  of  securing  the  necessary  mate- 
rials at  present  led  the  Direcci<5h',  General  de  Pu^htes  y  Camiiios  to 
recommend  concrete.  "  • 

ImproTement  and  Extension  of  Water  Supply,  Faranft. 

By  a  decree  oif  August  22,  1916,  the  Argentine  Government  ap- 
proved the  plans  and  specifications  prepared  for  the  iinprovement 
and  extension  of  the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Parand  Entre  Rios, 
and  directed  the  National  Board  of  Sanitary  Works  (Direccion  Gen- 
eral de  Obras  de  Salubridad  de  la  Naci6n,  Ministerio  de  Obras  P<ib- 
licas,  Buenos  Aires)  to  carry  out  the  work  administratively.  The 
estimated  cost  is  $178,000. 

This  is  part  of  a  vast  scheme  by  which  the  National  Government 
has  provided  and  is  still  providing  the  principal  Argentine  cities 
with  water  and  sewerage  works. 

tav  Ooveming  f  nrcliase  of  Xaterialg. 

The  law  governing  the  purchase  of  materials  provides  that  all 
contracts  for  supplies  must  be  made  after  a  preliminary  call  for 
tenders,  except  where  the  contract  docs  not  exceed  1,000  gold  pesos 
($965).  In  certain  cases,  where  it  appears  advisable,  a  different 
procedure  may  be  followed,  but  in  this  event  the  authorization  of 
the  executive  power  given  by  the  ministry  as  a  whole  is  required. 
On  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed  for  presentation  of 
tenders  and  the  necessity  of  familiarity  with  procedure  in  such  cases 
(as  well  as  when  supplies  are  purchased  directly),  it  is  difficult  to 
secure  contracts  unless  the  manufacturer  or  exporter  is  represented 
at  Biienos  Aires. 
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HIOH  mCEB  OS  LITKBER  EV  WSW  XEALASD. 

[Comnil  General  Alfred  A.  mnslow.  Anckluid,  Aog.  21.] 

The  price  of  lumber  has  mHterially  advanced  in  New  Zealand  of 
late,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  consumption  has  decreased 
more  than  40  per  cent  in  the  DcMninion  since  the  b^inning  of  the 
war.  This  increase  is  attributed  to  the  advance  in  freight  rates  and 
the  rapid  consumption  of  the  native  supply. 

Freight  rates  on  Oregon  pine  to  New  2Sealand  are  now  $36.49  per 
1,000  feet,  against  $6.68  in  1908,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  deck  space 
at  this  advanced  rate.  Oregon  pine  is  well  received  here  for  certain 
construction  wM-k,  and  there  snould  be  a  good  field  here  for  this 
lumber  as  soon  as  reasonable  freight  rates  can  be  obtained. 

CompantiTe  Prleci  «f  DUTerent  CUsaei  of  Lmmbw. 

The  following  table  gives  the  prices  per  1,000  feet  of  different 
kinds  and  classes  of  Lumber  in  the  mark^  of  Auckland  and 
Wellington,  compared  with  those  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
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«U.«S 
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31.«2 

«S.U 
72.48 

«.sa 
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The  imports  of  Oregon  pine  for  1914  amounted  to  8,625,595  board 
feet,  but  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  imports  for  1916  fell  far 
below  the  above  amount. 

Most  of  the  better  furniture  and  ipdustrial  lumber  is  imported, 
such  as  oak,  ash,  hickory,  etc.,  and  comes  largely  from  the  United 
States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Japan. 


CONDinOini  Dl  SPAHISH  AKMinnilOH  TSABE. 

(Vice  Connil  Harris  N.  Cookingham,  Barcdona,  Aof.  19.] 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  explosives  in  Spain  is  a  monopoly 
owned  by  the  Government,  which  rented  it  f<w  20  years  beginning  in 
1898  to  the  Union  Espanola  de  Explosivos,  with  headquarters  at 
Madrid,  Apartado  No.  66. 

By  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  the  Union  enjoys  the  excluave  li^ht 
of  sale  and  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  explosives  in  Spain,  with 
the  provisiMi  that  the  Government  itself  for  the  use  of  the  army  and 
navy  may  be  excepted  from  the  stipulation.  The  monopoly  pays  for 
its  rights  3,000,024  pesetas  ($579,005)  annually.  It  also  pays  260 
pesetas  ($48.25)  a  year  on  sales  of  dynamite  when  the  sales  do  not 
exceed  110,000  boxes.  If  more  than  110,000  boxes  and  fewer  than 
180,000  boxes  are  sold  annually,  it  pays  6.25  pesetas  ($1.21)  per  box 
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of  25  kilos  (55.11  pounds),  and  if  over  160,000  boxes  are  sold  an- 
nually it  remits  12.50  pesetas  per  box  to  the  Government, 
three  Vaetories  How  In  Operation. 

The  prices  for  certain  commodities  are  stipulated  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  those  of  other  articles  are  fixed  by  the  monopoly,  but  controlled 
by  the  Government.  Previous  to  the  grant  of  the  monopoly,  the 
Union  was  obliged  to  purchase  the  munition  factories  already  es- 
tablished in  Spain.  Of  the  seven  factories  now  belonging  to  the 
monopoly  only  three  are  in  operation.  Those  execute  orders  es- 
peciaUy  for  the  filling  of  hunting  cartridges.  The  monopoly  pur- 
chases most  of  its  supplies  from  England  and  the  United  States. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  San  Sebastian  is  said  to  oppose  the 
renewal  of  the  Government's  contract  with  the  monopoly  m  1917, 
and  it  is  reported  that  other  similar  organizations  have  followed  its 
lead. 

In  the  protests  it  is  contended  that  if  the  sale  of  explosives  were 
free  in  Spain  more  munition  factories  would  be  established  and, 
therefore,  the  country  would  be  better  prepared  in  case  of  war.  It 
is  also  claimed  that  the  high  prices  at  which  the  explosives  are  actu- 
ally sold  for  use  in  mining  operations  would  be  considerably  reduced. 

American  manufacturers  should  address  the  Union  mentioned. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  Terms  of  sale  should  be 
clearly  quoted  and  should  compare  not  unfavorably  with  those 
granted  under  normal  conditions  by  European  manufacturers — gen- 
erally credits  of  from  60  to  90  days,  or  cash  30  days  after  receipt  of 
merchandise.  Undoubtedly  the  monopoly  would  be  interested  in  re- 
ceiving catalogues  and  price  lists. 


CANADIAN  IXOTJB  MILL  BESTTUES  OFEBATION. 

[CoBsul  B.  Teme  Bichardson,  Moncton.  New  Brunswick,  Sept,  8.] 

The  Fawcett  Milling  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Moncton,  which  28  years  ago 
ceased  grinding  wheat  and  has  since  devoted  itself  exclusively  to  the 
manufacture  of  com,  oats,  and  buckwheat  products,  has  now  in- 
st«Iled  once  more  a  flour-milling  plant.  This  machinery  was  started 
this  week. 

At  present  the  supply  of  local  wheat  (grown  mainly  in  Kent  and 
Albert  Counties)  is  insufficient  to  keep  the  mill  fully  employed,  and 
it  has  therefore  been  found  necessary  to  import  grain  from  the  larger 
producing  centers  of  the  Canadian  Northwest,  the  present  price 
being  $1.70  per  bushel  f .  o.  b.  Moncton.  It  is  estimated  that  the  de- 
mand ifor  wheat  flour  in  this  immediate  vicinity  exceeds  100  barrels 
daily,  and  I  have  to-day  been  advised  by  the  milling  company  that 
additions  wiU  doubtless  be  made  to  the  plant  once  the  success  of 
the  new  venture  has  been  demonstrated. 

American  manufacturers  of  jute  and  cotton  sacks  and  sacking 
twine  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  only  a  relatively  small  propor- 
tion of  the  flour,  meal,  and  feed  ground  in  this  district  is  delivered  to- 
consumers  in  barrels.  Bags  are  now  more  generally  acceptable  as 
containers,  and  these,  owing  to  the  prevailing  scarcity,  are  abnor- 
maUy  expensive  and  difficult  to  obtain.  To  such  an  extent  is  this  the 
case  that  secondhand  bags  are  being  bought  to  satisfy  present  needs. 
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HYDBOELECrmC  SEVXLOPKSHT  IS  BEW  ZBAJAKS. 

[Conaal  General  Alfred  ▲.  Wladow.  Aoddand,  Aog.  0.] 

A  statement  has  just  been  given  out  by  the  chief  electrical  ck- 
gineer  connected  with  the  Public  Works  Department  of  New  Zealand 
covering  the  Lake  Coleridge  Government  Hydroelectric  Plant 
located  on  the  outlet  of  Lake  Coleridge  in  the  Canterbury  District 
in  the  South  Island,  this  being  the  first  Government  electric  plant  on 
a  large  scale  in  this  Dominion. 

This  plant  has  cost  the  Government  $1,601,079,  and  the  first  year's 
opei'ation  shows  that  the  plant  paid  operating  expenses,  althou^ 
only  a  small  proportion  of  the  power  was  sold.  The  Government 
has  installed  generators  with  a  capacity  of  5,000  horsepower,  and 
two  additional  units  are  now  being  pat  in,  which  will  bring  the  power 
up  to  10,000  horsepower,  and  it  is  thought  that  all  of  this  will  be 
taken  by  the  tramway  companies  and  the  industrial  interests  in  and 
about  Christchurch,  tlie  industrial  section  being  located  40  to  60 
miles  from  the  hydroelectric  plant. 
Prices  of  Electric  light  and  Power — ^Slcotric  'VeUcIes. 

According  to  the  repc^  the  introducticHk  of  hydroelectric  power 
into  Christchurdi  has  caused  the  retail  price  for  domestic  lighting 
to  fall  from  12  cents  to  6  cents  per  unit,  and  the  retail  price  for 
power  from  6  cents  to  3  cents  per  unit,  and  the  price  for  power  in 
bulk  frtun  4^  cents  to  1  cent  per  unit. 

It  is  reported  that  there  are  a  few  electric  vehicles  in  Christ- 
church  using  current  from  this  plant,  with  the  result  that  the  power 
costs  much  less  than  one-half  of  the  cost  of  benzene  or  gasoline.  It 
seems  that  there  is  a  good  field  here  for  electric  vehicles  af  all  kinds, 
since  i^e  Government  is  inclined  to  put  in  charging  stations  wher- 
ever it  would  seem  practicable.  , 

This  seems  to  demonstrate  th&t  ih«  hydroele^ric  deirelopment  in 
New  Zealand  can  be  successfully  undertaken  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government,  and  it  is  proposed  to  install  similar  plants  in  the 
North  Island,  and  with  that  in  view  surreys  are  being  extensively 
made  of  two  special  systems,  each  located  within  a  radius  of  100 
miles  of  Auckland. 

It  is  probable  that  these  schemes  will  b«  well  in  hand  for  dgvtk- 
opment  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  it  would  b«  w«Il  f o« 
American  interests  to  get  in  toiu^  so  as  to  be  posted  in  r^ard  to 
these  developments  as  they  proceed. 
mp«irt(  of  Bleetrleal  KaeUaery. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  dectrical  machioery  into 
New  Zealand  for  the  year  1914  with  the  diare  at  each  country : 
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The  imports  for  the  sis  months  ended  June  30,  t916,  were  as 
follows: 


Kinds. 
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Opportonlty  for  American  Goods. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  tables  that  the  imports  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  were  relatively  greater  than  those  for  the  year 
1914.  and  that  the  United  States  made  a  material  advance,  especially 
in  generators,  motors,  and  transformers,  and  from  present  indica- 
tions the  American  imports  are  liable  to  increase  even  more  during 
the  second  half  of  1916. 

•  Tliere  certainly  is  a  good  opening  here  at  this  time  for  American 
electrical  machinery  and  appliances,  and  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  will  do  well  to  study  this  market,  for  electric  develop- 
ment in  New  Zealand  is  really  in  its  infancy^  and  the  next  few  years 
will  see  marked  progress  along  this  line,  suce  financial  conditions 
are  good  and  the  advantages  of  cheap  electrical  power  in  New  Zea- 
land is  becoming  well  understood. 


lUFOBTS  OF  OUVE  OH  DITO  BEAZH. 

(Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottocluilk,  Bio  de  Janeiro.] 

Portugal  has  recently  been  the  chief  source  of  Brazil's  supply  of 
olive  oU ;  formerly  it  was  Italy.    Of  the  total  imports  of  this  article, 
amounting  to  $1,635,619  in  1915,  Portugal  supplied  $849,507  worth 
and  Italy  $483,862  worth.    The  amounts  imported  from  each  country . 
during  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows : 
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SR&Iira  IAEEB  IfiBUST&T  ASB  PCBCHAGSS. 

[Vice  Consul  Ilarrls  N.  Cooklngbam,  Barcelona,  Aug.  8.] 

The  paper  industry  in  Spnin  is  seriously  suffering  from  the  effects 
of  the  w*r.  UmiJer  noraiall  conditioBs,  however,  although  Spain  im- 
ports considerable  qriantities  each  year,  the  domestic  production  of 
papers,  especially  those  of  ordinary  quolity,  is  more  tlian  sufficient 
lor  dofocfitic  needg. 

As  a  result  of  ejnbai;goe6  placed  by  Sweden  npoB  wood  palp  for 
paper,  a  ficaa-citj'  of  material  was  feared  in  this  country,  bot  the 
Spanish  Oovemin^  has  now  obtained  authorizations  for  tiie  im- 
portation of  such  malerial.  Newjrtheless,  the  prices,  on  account  of 
the  greatly  increased  freight  i*ates  and  the  cost  of  chemicals  for  file 
industry,  are  exceedingly  high. 

All  <lii«ted  «t  TraoticftUy  I>«BUe  Sonner  C««t. 

Ordinary  paper  such  as  is  used  for  dailies,  wliich  cost  formerly 
34  pesetas  per  100  kilos  (about  $2.97  per  100  pounds),  now  coste 
(58  pesetas  ,($3-95  per  100  pounds).  All  kinds  and  classes  of  papers 
are  quoted  at  practically  double  their  former  cost. 

Tlie  sizes  of  paper  hnding  most  geBei'al  use  here  are  56  by  88 
centimeters  {'22  by  84.6  indies) ;  65  by  95  centimeters  (25.6  by  87.4 
inches) ;  70  by  100  centimeters  (27.«  by  39.4  inches) ;  77  by  110 
centimetei-s  (30.8  by  48.3  inches). 

In  the  absence  of  official  statistics  of  the  •Spanish  paper  produc- 
tion, uniy  general  estimates  can  be  given.  It  is  believed  that  the 
pajXT  most  lai^elj  manufactured  mett  is  the  "papel  de  barba" 
(vellum  paper),  of -which  the  25  factories,  mostly  m  the  Gatal<Hiian 
di.<?tjdct,  it  is  estimated,  produce  in  the  aggregate  from  1,500  to  1,600 
reams  a  day.  This  jjajjer  is  extensively  used  in  Spain  for  all  kinds 
o"f  contracts  and  official  documents.  Tne  value  off  the  vellum  paper 
produced,  together  with  Spanish  bristol  board,  totab  some  7,000,000 
pesetas  yearly.    Probably  aO  per  eent  is  exported. 

Domestic  Demand  .SacxeEiistr  Jkuih  Sear. 

Paper  in  rolls  is  manuf  acturad  chiefly  ia  the  northern  Provinces 
of  Spain,  where  a  few  years  ago  liie  annual  production  reached  about 
50,000  xaetric  tons  o£  2,204.6  pounds  each,  yielding  an  annual  surplus 
of  some  15,000  inBtrix:  tone  x)ver  the  domestic  consumption.  The 
paper  was  accordingly  marketed  at  a  low  price.  Practically  all  the 
paper  factories  are  now  syndicated,  and  the  work  is  distributed 
among  them  in  ordei*  to  prevent  overproduction.  It  is  predicted  that 
within  four  or  five  years  they  will  be  able  to  work  to  a  full  capacity, 
inasmuch  as  the  domestic  demand  increases  each  year  by  about 
2,000  tons. 

Medium  fine  and  fine  papeis  are  produced  in  Spain  to  the  estimated 
extent  of  some  27,000  metric  tons  a  year,  quantities  greater  than  the 
demand.  iCiganefcte  jiaper  is  also  manufactured,  and  exported  in 
considerable  quHntities.  Of  tlie  ordinary  papers,  that  made  of 
esparto  is  exported  largely  to  South  American  countries,  where  it  is 
used  for  wrapping. 

There  is  very  little  mannfactore  of  fine  writing  papers  in  Spain 
and  these  are  extensively  imported.  The  same  is  true  of  blotting 
papers.  Wall  papei\  which  in  many  sections  of  the  couffitry  is 
entirely  unknown,  and  is  used  principally  in  the  tei-ritory  within  the 
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nvudictioii  of  Has  consulate  general,  is  imported  from  France, 
England,  and  Germany. 

Stovp  at  Xa&nfactiiien  Supplies  JTewspapers. 

Newspaper  plants  here  are  supplied  by  an  organization  represent- 
ing a  grottp  of  eight  leading  manufacturers.  There  are  also  six  or 
seren  smaller  manufacturers.  An  important  daily  at  Barcelona 
formerly  had  a  factory  producing  paper  for  its  own  use.  This  fac- 
tory was  about  to  supply  paper  also  for  other  periodicals  when  the 
oi^nization  nientioned,  it  is  reported,  agreed  to  pay  a  monthly 
amount  for  the  factory's  rights. 

American  exporters  would  do  well  to  offer  their  most  attractive 
terms  of  sale,  which  should  compare  not  imfavorably  with  the  terms 
granted  under  normal  conditions  by  European  manufacturers. 
These  are  generally  credits  of  from  60  to  90  days,  or  cash  30  days 
after  receipt  of  merchandise.  Better  results  are  Ukely  to  );:  obtained 
if  correspondence  with  dealers  here  is  in  Spanish. 

(Lists  of  wbotesole  paper  dealers  in  Barcelona,  and  of  printers  In  tite 
Bucdona  district,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  oflaces.    Refer  to  file  No.  80111.] 


HOTES  FBOJC  PEBSIA. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  Jeffenon  Caffer;,  American  Legation,  Teheran.] 
CMpiaa  Fiaheriei — Factories  Lackisg. 

There  exist  extensive  fisheries,  principally  of  sturgeon  and  sterlet, 
on  the  shores  of  the  Caspian.  A  Bussian  company  controls  this 
industry  and  exports  large  quantities  of  dried  fish  and  caviar. 

Factories,  as  that  word  is  understood  in  the  United  States,  do  not 
exist  in  Persia.  Manufactures  ^re  the  output  of  private  workshofM 
or  the  production  of  particular  secticms.  In  this  manner  are  pro- 
duced silk,  woolen,  and  cotton  tissues  and  artistic  manufactures. 
The  customs  of  the  trade  are  regulated  by  associations  of  workmen. 
Persian  Caself — ^Bides  and  Skins — ^Wool  Dlstriets. 

The  bet  camels  in  Persia  are  the  powerful  one-humped  kind  which 
are  bred  in  the  Province  of  Khorassan.  This  animal  can  carry  a 
burden  of  600  pounds  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  a  day.  The  ordinary 
Persian  camel,  nowever,  will  carry  400  pounds  at  the  rate  of  15  miles 
a  day. 

L)u*ge  miantities  of  skins  and  hides  are  exported  in  ordinary  times 
to  Bagdad  and  to  Russia.  The  principal  tanneries  and  leather  fac- 
tories are  at  Hamadan.  The  principal  centers  for  exportation  are 
Hamadan,  Shiraz,  Isfahan,  and  Khorassan. 

The  chief  districts  where  wool  is  produced  in  Persia  are  Khorassan, 
Fars,  Luristan,  Azerbaijan,  Kermanshah,  and  Kurdestan.  The  best 
quality  comes  from  Khorassan.'  The  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  Ar- 
menians, and  exports  are  increasing. 

SSneral  Kesonrees  of  Persia. 
The  zones  producing  minerals  are  (1)  the  Province  of  Azerbaijan, 

Sthe  slopes  of  the  Elburz  range,  (3)  Khorassan,  (4)  Kerman,  (5)' 
districts  around  Isfahan  and  Nain,  and  (6)  the  region  of  P<?rsian 
QnAJL 

In  Azerbaijan  iron,  lead,  and  copper  ores  exist  in  abunJance. 
Lead  is  found  in  Khalkal  region.    Coal  is  dug  near  Tabriz.    The 
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slopes  of  the  Elbuiz  are  rich  in  deposits  of  coal  and  iron.  Turquoise 
mines  are  found  in  Khorassan,  and  also  copper,  coal,  and  salt  Ker- 
man  produces  copper,  lead,  manganese,  marble,  borax,  turquoises, 
iron,  mercury,  nickel,  and  cobalt.  In  the  southern  region  along  the 
Persian  Gulf  the  chief  minerals  found  are  naphtha,  rock  salt,  and 
iron  ocher. 

The  intrinsic  value  of  these  minerals  is  great,  but  their  worth  as 
articles  of  commerce  depends  entirely  upon  their  situation,  as  means 
of  transportation  are  extremely  difficult,  the  cost  of  machinery  is 
very  high,  and  the  questions  of  ownership  and  concessions  from  the 
Government  are  difficult  to  arrange. 


PLUHBAOO  SITUATION  IK  CETLON. 

[Vice  Consul  John  A.  Nye,  Colombo,  Ang.  1.] 

Plumbago  is  the  most  important  of  Ceylon's  minerals.  It  is  mined 
from  open  pits  in  the  form  of  almost  pure  carbon.  The  best  quality 
comes  from  the  Kurunegalla  district.  It  is  placed  in  barrels  at  the 
mines,  500  pounds  to  the  barrel,  and  hauled  by  bullock  cart  to  Co- 
lombo.   Four  barrels  constitute  the  ordinary  load. 

At  the  plumbago  yard  it  is  cleaned  and  sorted  into  five  different 
grades,  according  to  size  and  quality.  These  grades  are  described 
as  Large  Lumps,  Ordinary  Lumps,  Chips,  Dust,  and  Flying  Dust. 
Each  grade  is  further  divided  into  four  classes  on  the  basis  of  carbon 
content,  color,  and  quality.  It  is  thus  seen  that  wheti  a  barrel  of 
plumbago  comes  from  the  mine  it  contains  20  different  grades  and 
qualities  of  the  mineral.  All  of  the  work  of  sorting  and  cleaning  is 
done  by  coolie  hand  labor. 

Xaiket  Prices. 

The  Colombo  market  price  of  plumbago  as  recorded  in  the  Ceylon 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Weekly  Price  Current  for  July  24,  1916,  is, 
per  ton:  Large  and  Ordinary  Lumps,  $129;75  to  $438;  Chips,  $97.35 
to  $308.20;  Dust,  $24.35  to  $113.55;  Flj;ing  Dust,  $13  to  $64.90.  Ai 
the  beginning  of  the  war  the  market  price  of  Ordinary  Lump  plum- 
bago was  approximately  $150  per  ton.  As  soon  as  it  was  discovered 
that  munition  manufacturers  needed  plumbago  the  price  began  to 
rise.  It  suffered  a  temporary  setback  when  the  embargo  was  placed 
on  shipments  to  America  during  the  early  part  of  1915.  With  the 
removal  of  the  embargo  the  market  recovered,  imtil  in  July  of  this 
year  the  price  f.  o.  b.  Colombo  on  shipments  to  the  United  States 
reached  $485  per  ton. 

There  is  not  a  very  large  demand  at  present  for  the  cheaper  grades 
of  Dust  and  Flying  Dust.    The  demand  from  Ajnerica  is  confined 

£rincipally  to  Ordinary  Lumps,  Chips,  and  the  better  qualities  of 
>ust. 
Exports  and  Distribntion. 

In  1912  Ceylon  exported  651,261  hundredweight  of  plumbago;  in 
1913,  579,941  hundredweight:  in  1914,  284,562  hundredweight;  in 
1915,  436,351  hundredweight:  and  up  to  July  24,  1916,  338,110  hun- 
dredweight. [Hundrcdweiglit  =  112  pounds.]  Prior  to  the  war 
the  United  States,  the  United  Kingflom,  Gernmim  Belgium,  and 
Russia  were  the  chief  i)nrchaser.s.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
war  the  bulk  of  the  exports  has  goiip  tn  the  I^nit^d  States,  the  United 
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Eingdam,  and  Kassda.  The  dietoibution  of  plumbago  exports  from 
Ceylon  for  the  period  Jaatiary  1  to  July  24  for  the  years  1915  and 
1916  was  as  follows : 


HxiMrtadto— 

Job.  1  to  July 
24- 

ISIS 

1916 

at. 

89,907 

M,ai9 

1  721 
Mi 

2 

Cirt. 

230,784 

TTnhM  KinF^om .....t.h  .t  r.  t^-,. 

81,72s 

21,051 

A^itralto     

3,40» 

ladk. 

J»jaB 

izii":;  "1:111  iii"~:"""r"":"""™":"ii""!": 

l.MI 

Totat 

179,086 

388,110 

The  foregDingr  figures  are  from^  tfie  issue  of  the  Weekly  Price  Cur- 
rait  already  refeired  to. 
Saclared  Scpoit  B&tnms. 

The  shipments  of  plumbago  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States,  as 
recorded  at  the  €^omho  eensulate,  amounted  to  82,840  handlred- 
weight,  vahiedi  aib  $9564877,  in  iha  Maroh  qaactw  of  the  j^reaent  year, 
and  to  129,800  hundmdweighfc,.  valiwd^  at  $l,688',8T4i,  in  the  June 
quarter,  making  a  total  of  212.640  hundifBdisvei^t  (10,682. long  tons), 
value  $2,045,751,  fof  ^ae  first  half  of  1916.      . 

For  the  year  fi)15  the  declared  plumbago  exporta  from  Ceylon  to 
theTInited  States  totaled  272^160  hundredweight  (13,608  long  tons), 
valued  at  $1,957,197.  As  wdl  be  noted,  the  quantity  exported  to 
America'  for  {he.  current  half  fear  wa^only  59,520  hnndredweight 
(2,976  ttms)  less!tHan  for  the  entire  year  1916,  while  the  valne  was 
$688,554  greater. 

During  the  yeair  ISIS'  liie  United. States  took  62  per  oent  «i  the  tot^ 
exports  of  plumbagD-ftom  the  inland.    During  the  fiusfc  quorteroi  ttie 
eorranfr  year  the  proportion  was  66  per  cent  of  the  total, 
■aw  Ik|Mct>IMity<~Cost  of  Casks — Freiglits. 

The  new  export  du^  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem,  effective  on  smd 
after  Jvdy  22, 1916^  ta^  die  place  of  Uie  old  duty  of  $1.62  per  ton, 
wfaioh  was  imposed-  h^  wa-^  of  jpoyalty  under  Ordinance  Ko.  21,  of 
1B73.  Ob  a  martcet  vainatien  of  $400  per  ton  for  ©bdina^ y  Lumps 
the  new  rate  rq)DBsent5  an  increase  of  640  per  cent.  It  is  the'  opinion 
of  loeal  brokers  that  the  enhanced  duty  will- not  affect  the  trade  in 
plumbago  materially,  for,  it  is  pointed  out,  the  duty  will  be  borne 
not  so  much  by  the  producer  as  by  the  consumer,  and  under  present 
aiiBoniud.  oonaitibna-  ibwm  is  a  strong  demand  for  all  of  the  better 
^ades  of  tlie  mineral'  that!  can  be  produced. 

An  important,  factor  aiffeoting  the  cost  of  pliunbago  production  is 
tiln  ria»  m: price,  of  casks  and  hoop  iron.  Barrels  have  adivanced  in 
naeo  frooaa.^i:  toj$2.50  each,,  while  hoop  iron  has  gone  up  in  price 
man  fSQ  to  apinmimatdly  $150  per  ton. 

Thee  finij^  mte  in  effset  on  plumbago  shipped  from^  Colombo  to 
New  York  is  $34.80  per  ton,  plus  a  war  surcharge  of  50  per  cent  on 
8faipQunte;via:l£e  (vapc  of  Good  Hope.  In  addition  to  tliis  tiiere  is 
ft.  sappleDnBtary  char^  of  10  per  cent  on  the  total  of  the  gross 
flnittitLaiuit  sordiHrgeL    This  high  freight  rate  is  given  by  traders 

^  tbe  poor  demand  mv  the  cheaper  grades  of  pl\imlK>gD. 

On  these  lower  qualities  of  Dust  and  Flying  Dust  the  cost  of  freight 
amounts  to  much  more  than  the  value  of  a  ton  of  the  mineral.^  . 
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ABOEHTINE  FOSEION  COHIIEBCE  FOB  SIX  KONTHS. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Aug.  D.] 

According  to  advance  information  given  out  by  the  Directw  Cren- 
eral  of  Statistics,  the  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Argentina  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916  amounted  to  $136,152,734.  United  States 
gold.  The  balances  during  the  first  half  of  each  ot  the  last  three 
years  have  been  at  follows:  1914,  $38,723,223;  1915,  $203,405,072; 
and  1916,  $136,152,734. 

The  value  .of  the  total  foreign  commerce  of  the  Republic  for  the 
first  half  of  each  of  the  last  three  years  has  been  as  follows :  1914, . 
$371,284,347;  1915,  $396,652,138;  and  1916,  $338,737,984. 

The  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  were  valued  at 
$101,292,625,  compared  with  $96,623,633  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1915  and  $165,031,081  in  1914.  The  exports  for  the  three  periods 
amounted  to  $237,445,359,  $300,028,505,  and  $206,253;266,  respectively. 
Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported and  exported  during  the  first  half  of  1916,  with  the  increase 
(4-)  or  decrease  (— )  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915,  the 
values  being  in  American  gold : 


Articles. 

Jan.-Jnne, 
1916. 

Increase  (+) 

or-decrcase 

(-)over 

1915. 

Articles. 

Jan.-June, 
1916. 

IncreaEe(+) 

or  decrease 

(-)over 

1915. 

mPOBTS. 

$1,251,032 
U,  366, 531 

2,033,627 
2,557,900 

29,241,682 

7,752,891 

6,042,245 

763,548 

4,526,006 

3,224,079 

1,098,619 

9,608,947 

3,029,037 

+    $712,724 

-  807,632 

+      403,883 

-  300,485 

+  8,104,842 

-  2,019,392 

-  261,611 
+       85,029 

+      992,458 

+      557,820 

+      229,661 

-  1,697,196 
+      356,071 

lUPOBTS— continued. 

Agricultural  products. . : . 
.Stanes,    earths,    glass, 

earthenware 

E  lectrlcal  materials 

AH  other  articles 

12,773,010 

0,610,223 
1,704,032 
3,792,034 

+$1,361,083 

-  3,312,214 
+             727 

Food  products...^ 

Tobacco,  and  manufao- 

Liquors.. 

+    213, sao 

Textiles,  and  manufao- 
turesof •■....... 

Total 

101,292,722 

EXPORTS. 

Pastoral  products 

Agricultural  products 

Forest  products 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Colors  and  dves 

Woods,    and    manulao- 
tures  of 

118,074,434 

102,132,067 

13,475,163 

432,861 

852,415 
1,568,915 

+11,771,078 
~08,4«e,3«> 
+  6,306,1)11 
+      419,506 

-  2G,1»4 

-  1,472,071 

Paper,    and    nianufa<y 

ttires  of 

Ulneral  products 

Hunting  and  fishing 

All  other  articles 

Leather,  and  msnnfoc- 
tures  of    

Iron,  and  manufactures 
of 

Total 

237,445,350 

Other  metals,  and  man- 
ufactures of............ 

The  first  half  of  the  year  1916  was  commercially  disappointing. 
Import  duties  collected  amounted  to  $22,141,067  United  States  cur- 
rency, or  an  increase  over  1915  of  $3,353,853,  but  these  were  mudi 
smaller  than  in  1913  and  1914.  The  total  customhouse  receipts,  port 
dues,  and  other  items  amounted  to  $25,625,141,  an  increase  of  $3,068,- 
908.  The  value  of  imports  subject  to  duties  was  $15,681,773  greater 
in  1916  than  in  1915,  while  that  of  the  duty-free  merchandise  was 
less  by  $11,012,581. 

No  gold  was  exported  in  the  first  half  of  1916.  The  amount  im- 
ported was  $12,723,289,  exceeding  by  $11,114,291  the  imports  in  1915 
for  the  same  period.  In  the  first  half  of  the  10  years,  1907  to  1916, 
the  imports  of  gold  have  exceeded  the  exports  by  about  $;194,202,457. 
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Among  the  imports  ol  IJttS  tUvm  were  decreases  in  food  products, 
liquors,  oils  od  >  all  kindsy  ^emkal&  and  drugs,  iron  and  manufac- 
fares  of,  and  in  stones,  earths,  glass,  and  earthenware. 
Luge  Beeieaa*  ui  Xaqports  OC  Agricattiiral  Products. 

The  exports  of  agricaltnral  products  show  a  large  decrease, 
UDoantiDg  to  $96,4^,340,  eatxised  chi^y  hj  the  aeurcitj  of  steamers 
for  traiisp<nrtiiis  wheat,  com,  oats,  and  hiraeed,  and  owing  to  the 
decarease  m  prices  of  tiw  firsi  three  artidea  Wheat  exports  fell  off 
$68,26a,810;  com,  $12,368^17;  oats,  $8,234,355;  and  linked,  $4,987,- 
t&i.  Animal  products  show  an  increase  of  about  $12,000,000,  and 
forest  products  of  aboet  $6,000,000.  The  increases  in  the  animal 
products  covered  chicly  froxen  and  chilled  meats  and  hides  and 
skins,  thoee  in  forest  products,  quebracho  logs  and  extract,  and  the 
higb^  prices  for  these  articles. 


V.  S.  ABHY  PXTBCHASES  BEEF  FROM  TSDrOTAU. 

[Cwwnt  WUljs  S.  Peck,  TBlnstau.  CUna,  Aug.  l».l 

On  August  7  the  United  States  Army  transport  Warren  sailed 
frc«n  Tsingtaa  wiflj  2,436  quarters  of  beef  far  the  use  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army  in  the  Philippine  IslandsL  This  was  the  first  ^ipment 
under  a  contract  for  6,0QO/)0O  pounds  of  fresh  frozen  beet  and 
150,000  pounds  of  fre^  froaen  mutton  made  by  the  Quartermaster 
Corps,  United  States  Army,  Manila^  P.  I.,  with  Mr.  William  Katz,  an 
American  residing  in  China.  The  price  was  9|  oeiits  United  States 
gold  .per  pound.  This  contract,  signed  April  4,  1916,  marks  an  in- 
novation, as  hitherto  meat  for  the  Army  in  the  Philippines  has  been 
purchased  principally  from  Au^ralia. 

The  erection  of  the  refrigerating  plant  necessary  for  the  freezing 
of  this  meat  wa!s  an  achievement  of  American  energy  and  ability. 
The  Imperial  Japanese  military  administration  in  Tsingtau,  which 
throughout  the  transacticn  gave  cordial  assistance  to  the  project, 
^proved  the  lease  of  the  site  on  April  15,  1916.  Work  was  started 
on  May  3, 1916,  and  the  plant  was  ccoapkted  in  66  days,  although  the 
pbmt  has  a  capacity  of  750  tons  of  fraoKn  meat  mfotthly.  The  stack 
of  130  feet  was  erected  in  12  days.  The  speed  with  which  the  Ameri- 
cans in  charge  erected  the  plant  and  installed  the  machinery  is  the 
more  remarkable  when  it  is  known  that  all  the  workmen  were  Chinese 
and  Japanese  who  understood  no  Engli^  and  that  the  machinery  and 
boilers  had  to  be  transported  from  the  Philippines  via  Japan.  The 
refrigerating  machinery  was  purchased  in  Manila  and  is  of  the 
ammonia  .?xstew»  comprising  two  vertical  type  compre^ors  manufac- 
tured in  Yorkj  Pa.,  and  three  tubular  boilers  from  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

AttenRbiiTias  been  drawn  to  Tsingtau  in  previous  reports  as  the  fore- 
most port  in  China  for  the  exportation  of  beef  and  as  the  site  of  a 
model  abattoir  erected  and  conducted  before  the  war  by  the  German 
administration.  [See  Commerce  Retorts  for  Sept.  13, 1915.]  It  is 
hoped  that  the  present  venture  will  mark  a  great  increase  in  the  trade 
with  the  Philippine  Islands.  The  Biissian  Army  authorities  at  Vladi- 
TOEtok,  Siberia,  have  for  many  years  secured  large  quantities  of  beef 
at  Tsingtau. 
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SPAHISH  MA£KET  FOS  FOTrHTAnr  PEHS. 

[Vice  Consul  Harris  N.  Cooklngbam,  Barcelona,  JTnly  10.] 

There  is  apparently  an  excellent  opportunity  in  Barcelona  for  the 
sale  of  American  fountain  pens,  provided  they  can  compete  success- 
fully with  the  various  makes  already  known  here.  The  prices  at 
which  fountain  pens  are  sold  locally  range  from  $0.18  upward.  The 
cheapest  varieties  of  Spanish  manufacture  are  extensively  used,  and 
pens  costing  from  $1  to  $2  are  also  largely  marketed.  Fountain  pens 
with  silver  or  gold-mounted  holders  are  favored  among  purchasers 
of  means. 

In  introducing  a  product  here  through  any  of  the  local  dealers,  it 
would  be  best  to  correspond  in  the  Spanish  language  and  quote  the 
terms  of  sale  very  clearly.  These  should  compare  not  unfavorably 
with  the  conditions  granted  by  European  manufacturers — often  a 
credit  of  60  to  90  days,  or  cash  30  days  after  receipt  of  merchandise. 

Tariff  Charges  on  Writing  XaterlaU. 

According  to  the  Spanish  customs  tariff,  paragraph  No.  709  stipu- 
lates that  "  writing  materials,  except  those  of  gold  or  silver  not  ex- 
pressly comprised  in  other  numbers  of  the  tariff,"  pay  an  import 
duty  of  1.5  pesetas  per  kilo  net  weight  (about  $0.13  per  pound).  The 
gold  pens  themselves  are  dutiable  under  paragraph  No.  52  of  the 
tariff,  which  reads  "gold,  silver,  and  platinum  manufactured  into 
other  articles,  and  in  semimanufactured  jewelry,"  3.60  pesetas  per 
hectograni  net  weight  (about  $3.16  per  pound  avoirdupois).  Thus 
it  is  essential  that  the  weights  of  both  penholders  and  pens  be  given 
separately  in  bills  of  lading  for  shipments  intended  to  l)e  entered 
here. 

TA  list  of  dealers  In  fountain  pens  at  Barcelona  may  be  obtnine<l  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  ofBces. 
liefer  to  file  No.  79242.] 


WEEEIT  COTTOV  STATEMEHT. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  diiring  the  week  ended  September  30,  1916,  at  the  12  prin- 
cipal ciistoms  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Georgia 

24.S28 
1,014 
4,432 

30.855 
7,400 

i.too 

Vlrglnlo 

Galveston 

61,778 

Marybnd    

14, 3M 

Now  York          . 

San  Francisco.......................... 

8,838 

North  Carolina ......................... 

Washington 

Total 

034 

Phlladeiphlo 

South  Carolina..  ..._....—............- 

140,100 

The  exports  of  146,169  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  903,559  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponaing  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  217,914  bales  for  the  week  and  655,119  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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SHIFPIHO  BETintIrS  BETWEBH  UNITEl)  STATES  ASD  BRAZIL. 

tCimsQl  G«orse  H.  Ftckerell,  Parm,  Brazil,  Sept  9.} 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commercial  Director  of  the  Uoyd- 
Brazileiro  Steamship  Line  for  the  year  1915  has  just  been  made 
public,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  large  volume  of  business 
realized  by  the  American  brandi  of  the  line. 

During  the  year,  besides  a  number  of  chartered  foreign  vessels,  the 
following  steamers  were  engaged  in  this  service:  Minos  Geraes, 
Tttpaioa,  Pvrus,  Tocantint,  Acre,  S.  Paulo,  Rio  de  Jarieiro,  Sergipe, 
and  ryrineos.  These  steamers  carried  to  the  United  States  10,928,001 
pounds  of  rubber,  1,447,049  sacks  of  coffee,  12,231  sacbs  of  cocoa, 
492,730  p>ounds  of  hides  and  skins,  411^359  pounds  of  Brazil  nuts, 
and  1^05^491  pounds  of  meat.  The  freight  on  these  articles  was  as 
foUows:  Cacao,  $12,231;  coffee,  $1472,0&«;  hkks  and  stdns,  $7,221; 
meat,  $13,883;  rubber,  $122,884;  and  nuts,  $2,458. 

The  prineipftl  article  of  import  brought  by  thcee  steamers  from  the 
United  States  was  flour,  203,759  pieces,  tiie  freight  receapts  amount- 
ing to  $116,856. 

rsswBser  TttMa — XeociptB  of  A»erleaa  Braaoli. 

The  movement  of  pasaengers  to  and  from  the  United  States  in- 
creased considerably  during  the  year,  the  number  being  3,240  first 
class  and  1,676  third  class.  The  receipts  under  this  item  amounted 
to  $219,531. 

The  total  reeopts  of  the  Ami^rican  branch  of  the  line,  including 
the  passebger  traffic  and  freisrht,' both  ways,  was  $4,013^083.  "This 
SUB  also  incliuks  the  receipts  of  the  chartered  f  orei^  veasela 

The  distance  coivered  bjr  the  steamers  engaged  in  the  American 
snviee  during  the  year  was  479,020  miles. 


OBBSaOiM  CdKSUXAS  OTFICEBS  VS  £EATB  (RT  ABSENCE. 

Tbe  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
^xb  United  States,  and  wUl  be  glad  to  confer  with  bnsir:£ss  men  and 
ctnamercial  organizati(»is  relative  to  conditioos  in  their  respective 
jnredictioras.  The  consul's  time  is  availabfe  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
ia  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  cmsulste. 


Nome. 


Post. 


Expire. 

tlon  of 
venue. 


AddrasB. 


Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osbotne,  John  Ball 

rili^wmhaaJ 

J^EHSttVOKv  JOflOL  B  *  •  «  *  •  * 

Gnon,  Wilbur  T.» 

Danabbfln,  CbiaMr. 

Oma,  Harold  J> 

Chamberitn,  Qeoi^  B.l> 


Colombo,  Ceylon. . . 

Havre,  Ffsnee 

St.  GaU,8wltxetlaiid.. 

Kbtol,  BngbBd 

Seville,  Spain , 

Port    Limon,    Costa 

Rica. 
Ctifjay,  ARwrts,  Cui- 

adfl. 
Gaargetovn,  OoiaQa.. 


Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 


Oct.   30 
Nov.  2S 


Nov.  18 


Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.C, 

Do. 
12Se  Butaw  Place,  BaHimore,  Md. 
Department  ol  State,  Waslilngton,  D.  0, 
31  Broee  Avenne,  T<»kers,  N.  Y. 

Soogerties,  UUtor  County,  N.  Y. 


•Consul  Gracev  win  be  glad  to  have  ooafarences  with  vVmerlcan  esporters  In  esstera 
dtlca  brtermted  In  the  Spaotsh  trade  daring  bis  visit  In  tbe  Tnlted  States. 

►Jte  Cksmbtclte  fxpects  to  arrive  in  Hew  Toril  between  October  8  and  14,  and  be  will 
be  Klad  to  arrange  for  appointmcBts  with  business  hooBca  In  New  Torfc  and  Bwten 
desuinc  InfomatlOB  concernlBs  trade  eoaditlons  in  his  district.  Ula  addresa  until  tbe 
day  MVK  antTBl  win  be  in  care  of  tbe  Botel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  Haw  Xackr  ud  tk«re«fter  In  can  of  tbe  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  c. 
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FOBEIGN  TEADE  OPPOBTVinTIES. 

'Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  district  ofllcea.  Bequest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportantty  npinbcr* 
-The  Bnresn  does  not  (urnlsta  credit  ratings  or  assume  respoDSlblll^  as  to  the  standing 
ot  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  22594. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America  writes 
that  the  director  of  a  school  of  agriculture  in  his  district  desires  catalogues,- 
price  lists,  etc.,  of  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  starch  from  yucca. 
Proix>sitions  for  grating  machinery,  settling  tanks,  etc.,  from  one  firm  are 
desired. 

Machinery,  No.  22595. — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  of  Its  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
machines  for  manufacturing  photo-jewelry,  such  as  medallions.  Brooches, 
photo-buttons,  etc. 

If  Urate  of  potash,  etc..  No.  22596. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland 
transmits  the  name  of  a  commission  agent  who  desires  quotations  on  nitrate 
of  potash  and  caustic  soda  for  dyestuff  purposes.  From  100  to  500  tons  will 
be  required.    Correspondence  in  French  or  German. 

Stationery,  No.  22597. — ^The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  the  client  In  Br&zll  of  a 
New  York  firm  Is  In  the  market  for  stationery  of  all  kinds  for  government 
departments  and  government  schools. 

Zinc  concetitratea.  No.  22598. — ^An  Australian  company  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  dispose  of  between  8,000  and  9,000  tons  of 
zinc  concentrates.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices. 

Paper,  No.  22599. — ^An  Importing  firm  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consul  that 
It  Lb  In  the  market  for  all  kinds  of  wall  paper,  photogratrfilc  paper,  printing 
paper,  etc.,  and  that  it  desires  to  secure  the  representation  in  Spain  of 
American  paper  manufacturers;    CorreiQMndence  In  English.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  22600. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  Africa  reports  the 
contemplated  erection  by  the  Government  of  a  plant  to  crush  1,000,000 
pounds  of  cotton  seed  per  annum.  Information  and  catalogues  from  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  cottonseed  crashing  machinery  and  other  appliances 
necessary  for  the  production  of  cottonseed  oil  are  desired  by  the  head  of 
the  tobacco  and  cotton  division,  Department  of  Agriculture  in  that  territory. . 

Textile  machinery,  etc..  No.  22601. — An  American  consular  officer  Ut  Japan 
writes  that  a  rope  works  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  terms, 
etc.,  on  doublers  and  fliers  for  large-size  cotton  twines.  Similar  data  con- 
cerning textile  machinery  of  all  kinds  should  be  sent  to  a  cotton  spinners' 
association  for  distribution  among  cotton  spinning  companies.  Date  of 
delivery  after  receipt  of  complete  specifications  should  be  stated. 

DigtiUery,  sugar  mill,  and  paper  mill.  No.  22602. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  Central  America  reports  that  a  concession  has  been  granted  to  an  Amer-- 
lean  company  for  the  erection  and  operation  of  a  distillery,  a  sugar  mill, 
and  a  paper  mill. 

Pumps,  No.  22603. — ^A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  desires  catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
other  Information  regarding  electrically  driven  water  pumps. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEAV  OF  FOBEIGN  ASH  SOHESTIC  COUHEBCE. 


DI8TBICT  OmCSS. 

KKW  TOBK :  Beom  4M,  CulraihMW. 

BOSTOHi  1801  CntoBkoin. 

CHICAflOl  604  Federal  Bitldlag. 

8T.  tons  I  40S  TUrd  Hatloml  Bank  BiUdlng. 

ATUNTAi  iSl  Pott  OOee  BalMlag. 

mw  OBLBANSi  10«0  Hlterali  Bank  BiUdlig. 

BAK  FBANCISCOi  *0;  CastoBkoite. 

SEATTLE:  848  Heirj  Bslldlag. 


COOPEBATITS  OFnCES. 

CLEVELAIfD:  Chamker  «(  Ceaaeiee. 
ONCIiniATI:  Ckaaber  or.Coaneree. 
CniCIKRATIi  C  n.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
1/08  ANCIBLG8:  Chaaker  ot  GoiuuTe*. 
PHILADBLPHIA:  Gkaaher  of  Coauaeret. 
CHATTANOOfiA:  Soatk  Aaerleaa  Ageat,  Saatk- 

era  By.  Coi, 
POBTLAND,  OBECL:  Ckaaiber  ot  Coauaaree. 
DATTOHi  Greater  Daytoa  AnaclaUaa. 

WAKHIXOTOX  :  GOntRNMr.XT  PBtKTINO  OFFICB  :  l»W 
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MOBIFICATIOK  OF  FBENCH  EUBAEOO. 

[Cal>leKram  fi-om  the  American  Consulate  (ipncral,  Paris,  f)ot.  4.) 

A  ministerial  order  of  Septenjber  30  permits  exportation  to  Great 
Britain.  Brit-islr -dominions,  protectorates,  antl  colonies,  iinin'/adcd 
Belgium,  Japan,  Kussia,  ancf  Ameiican  countries  of  the  following 
goods:  All  fatty  acids;  sulphurous  anhydride;  arrack;  asphalt;  whale 
and  cachalot  .<5permaceti ;  borax,  boracic  acid;  other  boron  com- 
pounds; calcareous  bitumen;  cinnamon;  metallic  chlorides,  except 
gold  and  platinum  chlorides;  metalloidic  chlorides;  blackin*?:  glue, 
all  kinds,  and  materials  therefor,  including  egg  or  serum  albumen: 
dried  bloo<l;'  gelatine  and  glues  made  from  hides,  from  hide  and 
ietitluT  waste  and  animal  refuse;  dextrin;  soluble  starches;  feldspar; 
cloves;  manufactures  of  lead;  sodium;  varnish. 

[The  (leoroo  prohibiting  tlie  oTportation  of  the  !il)ove-iiiiiiH'<!  iirtU-los  \mis 
published  in  Oo.\imkbce  Repobtu  for  Sejit.  21.] 


WSW  BKUHSWICK'S  POTATO  CROP. 

[Oousul  Bdwifrd  A.  Dow,  .St.  Stephen,  New  Brun.swicls.  Cunadn,  Sept.  20.] 

The  1916  potato  crop  in  this  Province  was  smaller  than  in  either 
of  the  preceding  two  yeai"s.  Prices  were  poor  in  1914,  while  Avet 
weather  and  the  prevalence  of  fungus  diseases  affected  the  business. 
The  1915  prices  began  after  harvest  at  $1.50  per  barrel  and  reached 
twice  that  figure  bv  the  end  of  the  vcar.  The  price  now  is  from 
$2  to  $2.25  per  barrel. 

Potatoes  in  this  district  have  suffered  some  damage  from  bugs,  and 
a  local  dealer  says  the  size  of  the  crop  this  year  will  be  affected  by 
the  scarcity  of  seed- that  was  experienced  at  the  opening  of  the  season. 
The  superintendent  of  the  experiment  farm  reported  from  Frederic- 
ton,  the  capital  of  New  Brunswick,  at  the  close  of  July,  that  the 
potato-crop  area  is  considerably  smaller  than  for  some  j'ears. 

The  Dominion  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  during  a  visit  to  this 
district  has  stated  that  the  light  potato  crop  in  western  Canada  will 
force  people  there  to  purchase  in  eastern  Canada.  The  crop  is  also 
light  in  Ontario,  where  imports  will  probably  be  made  this  year. 

«27U*— w  49 
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50  COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 

innFOBH  LICENSE  FEE  FOB  TBAVELEBS  IN  ABOENTINA. 

[Consul  (leneral  W.  II.  Robertson,  Buenog  Aires,  Sept.  5.1 

According  to  an  article  appearing  in  La  Nacion  of  September  5, 
the  lilinister  of  the  Treasury  of  Argentina  has  stated  that  within  a 
few  days  the  President  will  send  to  Congress  a  bill  creating  a  uni- 
form license  for  commercial  travelers  to  be  valid  throughout  the 
whole  country. 

The  revenue  to  be  obtained  from  these  license  fees  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed px'O  rata  among  the  Provinces  in  proportion  to  the  nimiber 
of  inhabitants  in  each  according  to  the  last  census.  The  federal 
Government  will  participate  also  in  this  pro  rata  arrangement,  re- 
ceiving the  share  corresponding  to  the  population  of  the  city  of 
Buenos  Aires  and  the  Territories. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  have  been  taken  almost  entirely  from 
the  proposal  presented  to  the  Pan-American  financial  conference  of 
last  April  in  Buenos  Aires  by  one  of  the  delegates,  Mr.  Luis  E. 
Zuberbuehler.  The  representatives  of  the  various  commercial  bodies 
have  been  consulted  regarding  the  principal  clauses  of  the  proposed 
law  and  have  expressed  their  approval. 

License  Will  be  Transterrable. 

Licenses  that  may  be  authorized'  according  to  jthe  law  will  be 
transferable,  on  condition  that  the  successor  of  the  original  lic^isee 
prove  to  the  competent  authority  that  he  represents  the  same  houses 
and  the  same  line  as  bis  predecessor.  The  commercial  traveler  will 
have  the  right  to  sell  samples  of  commercial  value  without  a  special 
importer's  license,  but  is  not  to  sell  them  as  merchandise.  Samples 
without  commercial  value  are  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty,  and 
the  provision  authorizing  the  temporary  free  admission,  under  bond, 
of  other  sample  articles  is  continued  in  force. 

[Under  the  existing  law  commercial  travelei-s  are  subject  to  sepa- 
rate license  fees  in  each  Province  of  Argentina,  and  the  taxes  payable 
by  a  traveler  soliciting  orders  in  every  Province  of  the  country 
amount  to  more  than  $2,500.] 


wool)  PULP  INDTTSTBY  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Sept.  1.] 

Supplementing  my  report  on  the  "  Manufacture  of  wood  pulp  and 
paper  in  New  Zealand"  [published  in  C!ommekce  Beforts  for 
Sept.  1, 1915],  it  is  announced  that  the  New  Zealand  Wood  Pulp  and 
Paper  Manufacturing  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  been  incorporated,  with  nead- 
q^iiarters  at  Christchurch,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  conces- 
sion mentioned  in  the  above  reportj  and  it  is  estimated  that  before 
very  long  the  plant  will  be  producing  20  to  25  long  tons  of  paper 
daily.  It  is  proposed  to  manufacture  principally  news  paper  in  rolls. 
According  to  statistics  the  consumption  of  this  class  of  news  paper 
amoimts  to  about  40  tons  per  day,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  market  can 
be  found  for  all  the  print  paper  that  can  be  manufactured  by  this 
company. 

The  plant  is  to  be  supplied  with  water  power  by  harnessing  one  of 
the  streams  in  the  vicinitj-.  The  cost  of  this  installation  is  estimated 
at  about  $500,000. 
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MEXICAN  SHIPMENTS  OF  COTTON  SEED  INCBEASED. 

[Vice  Consul  William  P.  Blocker,  Pledras  Ni'gras,  Coahotla,  S*pt.  20.) 

Exports  of  cotton  seed  from  the  Laguna  district  near  Torreon, 
Coahuila,  invoiced  at  the  Piedras  Negras  consulate  since  January  1, 
1916,  show  an  increase  over  corresponding  periods  in  previous  years. 

The  annual  yield  of  cotton  seed  from  the  Laguna  district,  which 
may  be  called  the  cotton  belt  of  Mexico,  formerly  was  consmned 
hv  the  soap  factories  and  refineries  at  Torreon  and  Mexico  City. 
Contracts  for  the  whole  output  of  the  Laguna  district  for  a  score  of 
years  were  made  between  the  raisers  and  manufacturers  mentioned, 
and  delivery  was  made  at  Torreon  until  1913. 
Ghamge  in  Handlincr  of  Lagnsa  Seed. 

When  conditions  became  such  that  tlie  refineries  and  soap  factories 
were  unable  to  operate  with  assurance  of  receiving  guaranties  from 
tiie  de  facto  authorities,  they  cowld  not  consume  the  seed  in  Mexico, 
but  their  contracts  were  fulfilled  with  the  plantation  owners  by 
EMpping  the  seed  to  the  United  States,  where  there  was  a  ready 
sale,  and  the  raisers  received  good  profits.  In  the  present  year, 
however,  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  handling  oi  the  Laguna 
seed  as  a  result  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  de  facto  authorities  annul- 
ling all  contracts  made  by  the  plantation  ownere  with  private  firms 
and  restricting' 'their  sales  to  i-epi-esentatives  of  the  Government. 
This  was  similar  to  the  decree  of  the  State  of  Durango  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  hides  and  skins  to  any  corporation  or  individual  other 
than  a  representative  of  the  Government.  In  view  of  this  decree 
contracted  cotton  seed  was  not  delivered  to  its  former  purchasers, 
but  sold  to  the  de  facto  authorities  and  exported  by  them  through 
the  port  of  Piedras  Negras  to  the  Ignited  States.  So  extensive  have 
been  the  shipment^  for  this  year  that  several  American  companies 
are  maintaining  a  corps  of  classifiers  and  purchasing  agents  at 
Eagle  Pass. 
VUt  Tear't  Shipments  of  Cotton  Seed  and  Products. 

Shipments  of  cotton  seed  invoiced  at  this  consulate  from  January 
1, 1916,  to  September  20,  amounted  to  11,792  tons  valued  at  $330,709 
United  States  currency.  Manufactured  products  from  cotton  seed 
invoiced  here  were  2,207  tons  of  cottonseed  cake  valued  at  $54,653 
and  138,943  gallons  of  cottonseed  oil  valued  at  $61,890.  An  increase 
in  these  products  over  all  previous  years  is  estimated  at  approxi- 
mately SOO  per  cent.  According  to  authoritative  statements  of  cotton- 
seed dealers,  future  shipments  will  be  small  compared  with  the 
past  six  months,  as  practically  all  seed  available  has  been  shipped. 

FISH  LANDED  AT  NEW  EN&LAND  POETS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  announces  that  the  fishing 
fleet  landing  fishery  products  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and 
Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  August,  1916,  included  280  steam 
and  sail  vessela  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston  371  trips  aggre- 
gating 11,402,298  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $487,116;  at  Gloucester, 
181  trips  aggregating  8,339,163  pounds,  valued  at  $330,181;  and  at 
Portland,  148  trips  amounting  to  1,215,450  pounds,  valued  at  $30,624. 
The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the  month  amounted  to  700  trips, 
aggregating  20,956,911  pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fish,  having  a 
yalae  to  the  fishermen  of  $847,921. 
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PHTSICAL  BEEXAHIHATIOKS  FOB  UCEBBES  ALLOWED. 

Tlie  Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  in  conjunction  with  the  Public 
Health  Service,  has  issued  instructions  to  supervising  and  local  in- 
spectors of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  that  in  case  an  appli- 
cant for  license  as  an  officer  in  the  deck  department  of  vessels  has 
been  rejected  for  visual  defects,  or  an  applicant  for  certificate  of 
service  as  able  seaman  has  been  rejected  for  visual  or  other  physical 
defects,  and  any  such  applicant  desires  to  be  reexamined  by  surgeous 
of  the  Public  Health  Service,  he  may  have  that  privilege  upon  re- 
quest to  the  local  inspectors  to  whom  he  made  application  for  license 
or  certificate. 

The  reexamination  will  be  made  by  a  board  of  surgeons  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  at  one  of  the  following-named  stations: 

Baltimore,  Md Remington  and  Wyman  Avennes. 

Boston,  Mass High  Street,  Chelsea.  Mass. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y Main  and  Roble  Streets. 

Chicago,  111 4141  Clarendon  Avenue. 

Cleveland,  Ohio Lake  and  Brie  Streets. 

Detroit,  Mich Jefferson  and  Mount  Elliott  Avenues. 

EvansvUle,  Ind Head  of  Illinois  Street 

Key  West,  Fla Front  and  Emma  Streets. 

Lonlsvllle,  Ky Portland  Avenue  and  Twenty-second  Street. 

Memphis,  Tenn Armstrong  Avenue  and  Coffee  Street, 

Mobile,  Ala St  Anthony  and  Bayou  Streets. 

New  York,  N.  Y JBay  Street  and  Marine  Avenue,  Stapleton. 

New  Orleans,  La Tcboupltonlas  and  Henry  Clay  Streets. 

Portland,  Me Foreslde  Road,  East  Deerlng. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa Penn  Avenue  and  Fortieth  Street 

Port  Townsend,  Wash_.Pranklln  and  Qulncy  Streets. 

St  Louis,  Mo Marine  Avenue  and  Winnebago  Street 

Savannah,  Ga York  and  Abercorn  Streets. 

San  Francisco,  Cal .Xake  Street  and  Fourteenth  Avenue. 

Philadelphia,  Pa 410  Chestnut  Street 

Qalveston,  Tex Rooms  710-714.  American  National  Insurance  Buildlne. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal .543  Wilcox  Building. 

Norfolk,  Va Customhouse. 

Charleston,  S.  C Customhouse. 

Seattle,  Wash 416  Central  Building. 

Washington,  D.  0 8  B  Street  SB. 

AMESICAH  TABLE  SALT  DT  CANADA. 

[CoDBDl  Felix  S.  S.  JolinEon,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept  8.1 

American  table  salt  has  recentW  been  introduced  on  the  local 
market  through  the  efforts  of  the  Kingston  consulate.  One  firm  has 
already  imported  three  carloads,  two  of  which  were  sent  to  Ottawa 
and  Smiths  Falls,  and  is  negotiating  with  Montreal  importers  for 
the  sale  of  40  cars.  The  war  having  removed  European  salt  from 
the  Canadian  market,  the  only  competitors  of  Amencan  salt  works 
are  the  manufactiirers  in  and  aroimd  Samia,  and  their  prices,  I  am 
told,  arc  identical  with  the  American. 

The  table  salt  imported  into  Kingston  is  brought  over  in  small 
cotton  bags.  The  duty  on  the  salt  is  7.5  cents  per  100  pounds,  with  a 
war  tax  of  7.6  per  cent ;  and  on  the  cotton  bags,  25  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
with  an  additional  charge  of  7.5  per  cent  for  war  tax. 

[The  nddre&scs  of  six  Kingston  Arms  interested  in  American  salt  and  desirous 
of  establishing  more  connectioas  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  FOTeign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  tli.strict  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to 
Hie  No.  80414.] 
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MABEET  FOU  TINNED  PROVISIONS  IN  THE  STBAITS 
SETTLEMENTS. 

[Consol  Harry  Campbell,  detailed  as  Tice  consol,  Singapore,  Aae-  10.] 

There  is  in  the  Singapore  consular  district,  as  elsewhere  in  the 
Far  East,  a  large  demand  for  canned  provisions  and  fruits  of  all 
kinds.  One  well-known  American  firm  is  already  in  the  market,  and 
from  information  ohtained  it  would  appear  that  considerable  busi- 
ness is  being  done.  A  growing  demand  is  appearing  among  the 
Chinese  and  natives  for  canned  fish,  especially  salmon.  The  Gov- 
ernment statistics  indicate  that  approximately  $5,700,000  worth  of 
diy  and  salted  fish  were  imported  into  the  Straits  Settlements  dur- 
ing 1915.  These  figures  are  given  merely  as  an  indication  of  the 
consumption  of  fish,  the  demand  for  canned  fish  being  of  course  only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  total,  due  to  the  higher  prices  that  place 
such  goods  beyond  the  reach  of  the  lower  classes. 

Deiiumd  for  Caaned  Kllk — FrcMnred  Fruits. 

A  representative  of  an  American  importing  and  exporting  con- 
cern passed  through  Singapore  recently,  looking  into  the  possibilities 
for  the  sale  of  iunerican  canned  milk.  He  reports  a  demand  for 
canned  milk  in  excess  of  the  present  supply,  and  states  that  it  is  his 
opinion  that  an  excellent  business  in  milk  could  be  done  if  there  were 
any  certainty  of  prompt  delivery  of  stock.  The  total  imports  of 
canned  milk  into  tlie  Straits  Settlements  during  1915  were  valued 
at  $2,660,538,  United  States  currency,  as  compared  with  .$3,140,517 
for  1914,  of  which  only  $6,840  worth  was  impoi"ted  from  the  United 
States  for  1915  and  $963  worth  for  1914.  There  appears  to  be  a 
^ood  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  milk,  if  shipping  facili- 
ties are  available,  on  account  of  shortage  of  supplies  from  Europe, 
and  that  there  should  be  an  excellent  field  for  development  of  this 
trade  after  the  war  on  a  competitive  basis,  the  foreign  demand  for 
American  milk  in  various  parts  of  the  world  indicating  that  the  prod- 
net  is  in  favor  with  foreign  consumers. 

There  is  a  fair  market  here  for  dried  and  preserved  fruits,  the 
imports  for  1914  and  1915  amounting  to  $540,480  and  $676,760,  re- 
m«^ively,  of  which  only  $21,721  and  $23,155  worth  came  from  the 
United  States.  However,  the  Government  statistics  show  $180,280 
and  $237,780  imported  from  Hongkong,  of  which  no  doubt  a  con- 
siderable quantity  originated  in  the  United  States,  being  transshipped 
or  resold  in  Hongkong  from  supplies  from  the  Pacific  coast. 


SUBPIirS  STOCKS  OF  CANADIAN  GBAIN. 

[Consul  General  John  G.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Sept.  27.] 

I  am  informed  by  the  Canadian  Census  and  Statistics  Office  that 
the  surpluses  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  in  farmers'  hands  on  August 
31,  1916,  were:  Wheat,  11,997,500  bushels;  barley,  1,779,430  bushels; 
oats,  39,584,300  bushels.  Adding  these  quantities  to  the  totals  in  the 
elevators  on  September  1,  the  Census  and  Statistics  Office  arrives  at 
an  estimated  carry-over  from  the  crops  of  1915-16  into  the  crop  year 
1916-17  of  27,033,000  bushels  of  wheat,  2,999,000  bushels  of  barley, 
and  50,605,000  bushels  of  oats. 

[The  preliminary  official  estimate  of  tlie  yielil  of  tJie  principal  grain  crops  of 
Canada  In  1915-16  appeared  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  Oct.  2,  1916.) 
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FEAKUT  INBUSTBY  OF  SHAHTUKG  PBOVINCE. 

[Consul  WUlyg  B.  Peck,  Tsiiigtaii,  China,  Aug.  18.] 

There  follows  a  condensed  translation  of  a  report  prepared  by  the 
Japanese  Military  Administration  at  Tsingtau  regarding  the  exporta- 
tion of  peanuts  from  Shantung  Province,  China  : 

The  sowing  season  for  peanuts  lu  Shantung  Is  in  May  and  June  and  the 
harvest  season  is  in  October  and  November,  hence  the  busiest  time  in  the  peanut 
export  trade  is  from  October  on. 

It  Is  estimated  that  the  ProTlnce  produces  about  500,000.000  pounds  of  pea- 
nuts per  annum,  and  that  it  exports  about  266.000.000  pounds  of  shelled  and 
unshellcd  nuts.  In  1903  and  1004  the  total  exportation  of  peanuts  throuKh 
the  port  of  Tsingtau  was  about  2,500.000  pounds,  but  by  1912  it  exceeded 
100,000,000.  While  this  tiemendous  increase  was  partly  due  tu  tlie  growth  ot 
Tsingtau  as  a  port,  it  was  also  caused  by  the  discovery  of  the  possible  utlllza- 
tion  of  peanut  oil  in  manufacturing  soap  as  a  substitute  for  olive  oil  and  for 
various  culinary  purposes,  and  of  the  nut  itself,  after  baUng,  as  a  subotltnte 
for  cofCee  and  for  mixing  with  chocolate  and  cocoa  and  as  an  ingredient  in 
biscuit  malting.  Hitherto  some  60  per  cent  of  the  total  export  has  gone  to 
Kurope.  mainly  to  Germany  and  France,  and  40  per  cent  to  Shanghai  and 
Hongkong. 

The  shipments  of  peanuts  from  Tsingtau  dwindled  so  during  the  first  eight 
months  of  1915  that  only  alMmt  8.000,000  pounds  were  exported,  of  whldi 
234.000  pounds  went  to  South  China  and  the  remainder  to  Japan.  All  of  tlieM 
shipments  were  made  by  Chinese  dealers,  except  226,000  pounds,  shipped  by  a 
Japanese  firm.  This  decrease  was  caused  partly  by  a  diversion  of  Uie  trade 
to  other  ports,  due  to  local  complications. 

Vaokiiiff  and  QnMng — OU  aad  Cake. 

While  certain  localities  are  recognized  as  producing  a  better  grade  of  nut 
than  others,  quality  is  said  to  be  determined  by  reference  to  the  shape,  the 
shell,  and  the  size  of  the  kernel.  In  the  better  quality  the  thin  interior  peel  Is 
pinkish;  In  the  inferior  it  is  yellowish. 

Peanuts  arc  generally  packed  in  gunny  bags.  One  bag  contains  80  pounds 
of  unsbelled  nuts  or  160  pounds  of  shelled  nuts.  As  shelled  nuts  are  heavier 
than  onshelled  thicker  bags  are  used  for  packing  them,  and  generally  the  bags 
in  which  shelled  nuts  are  packed  are  marked  with  a  blue  stripe.  Freight  is 
(barged  by  weight  in  the  case  of  shelled  nnts  and  volume  in  unshelled.  In 
packing,  peanuts  are  classifled  Into  "  native  quality  "  and  "  selected  quality ;" 
the  former  consists  of  60  per  cent  of  first  and  40  per  cent  of  second  quality 
nuts,  and  the  latter  wholly  of  the  better-grade  nuts.  Peanuts  are  often  shelled 
by  hand  in  the  interior  during  the  winter  months,  labor  under  these  circum- 
stances costing  about  6  cents  a  day. 

Peanut  oil  is  considered  a  staple  product  of  the  Province  of  Shantung  and 
is  said  to  be  exported  through  Tsingtau  to  the  extent  of  about  40,000,000  pounds 
annually.  It  is  ground  in  the  Interior  and  brought  to  the  port  in  waterproofed 
baskets  containing  160  pounds  each.  Its  value  locally  is  4|  to  6  cents  gold  per 
pound.  It  is  shipped  mainly  to  Slianghai,  Canton,  and  Hongkong,  where  a 
portion  of  it  is  repacked  in  kerosene  tins  and  sent  abroad.  This  trade  locally 
is  almost  entirely  In  the  hands  of  Chinese.  Peanut  cake  (pressed  refuse  after 
making  oil)  is  used  mainly  for  feeding  domestic  animals  and  costs  locally  about 
2  cents  gold  a  pound. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

In  1913  Tsingtau  exported  more  peanuts  than  any  other  Chinese 
port,  its  share  being  44  per  cent  of  the  total.  Tlie  same  is  true  of 
peanut  oil,  its  share  being  43  per  cent. 

The  shipments  of  peanuts  from  Tsingtau  to  the  United  States  in 
1913  amounted  to  6,720  pounds,  the  declared  value  of  which  was 
$214;  in  1914  they  totaled  907,224  pounds,  valued  at  $36,691.  Of 
shelled  peanuts  the  United  States  took  from  Tsingtau  384,800  pounds, 
valued  at  $15,570,  in  1913,  and  683,993  pounds,  valued  at  $111,207, 
in  1914.  There  were  no  shipments  of  either  shelled  or  unshelled 
nuts  from  this  port  to  the  Umted  States  in  1915. 
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EEATIKG  OF  PASSENGEE  CASS  IN  ABOENTINA. 

[Consul  WUIIam  DawsoD,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  Sept.  4.] 

By  a  decree  of  August  21,  1916,  the  Argentine  Government  has 
made  the  heating  of  passenger  cars  compulsory  during  the  winter 
months.  At  present  trains  are  not  lieated.  During  tlie  last  two  years 
Argentina  has  experienced  abnormally  cold  winters  and  the  travel- 
ing public  has  been  subjected  to  great  discomfort.  The  decree  states 
that  the  Direction  General  of  Railways  will,  after  an  agreement  with 
the  several  companies^^  fix  dates  for  the  presentation  of  plans  and 
the  installation  of  heatmg  appliances. 

The  following  railways  have  main  oiBces  for  Argentina  in  this 
district:  Companfa  Francesa  de  los  Perrocarriles  de  la  Provincia  de 
Santa  F6,  Santa  F6  (Directorate:  C!ompagnie  Francaise  des  Chem- 
ins-de-fer  de  la  Province  de  Santa  F^,  66,  rue  de  la  Chauss6e  d'Antin, 
Paris) ;  Ferrocarril  de  Kosario  a  Puerto  Belgrano,  Kosario  (Direc- 
torate :  Compagnie  du  Chemin-de-fer  de  Kosario  6.  Puerto  Belgrano, 
22,  me  Cauraartin,  Paris) ;  Ferrocai-ril  Nord  Este  Argentine,  Con- 
cordia, Entre  Rios  (Directorate:  Argentine  North  Eastern  Rlj'.  Co., 
54-56  Palmei"ston  House,  Old  Broad  St.,  London) :  Ferrocarriles  de 
Entre  Rios,  Concordia,  Entre  Rios  (Directorate:  Entre  Rios  Rail- 
ways Co.,  3  St.  Helens  Place,  London,  E.  C).  In  addition,  the  fol- 
lowing companies  operate  entirely  or  largely  in  this  district,  but  have 
main  offices  for  Argentina  in  Buenos  Aii*es:  Ferrocarril  Argentine 
del  Norte  and  Ferrocarril  Centra!  Norte,  State  lines  administered 
by  the  Direccion  General  de  Ferrocarriles,  Buenos  Aires;  Ferrocarril 
Central  Argentine;  Ferrocarril  Central  C'ordoba:  Ferrocarril  de. 
Buenos  Aires  al  Pacifico. 

In  the  case  of  foreign  companies,  the  European  directorates  gen- 
erally control  important  purchases,  although  the  Argentine  offices 
make  recommendations. 


BRITISH  COMPANIES  E8TABU8H  ELECTRODE  PLANT. 

[C"ons<il  John  M.  Savage,  Sheffield,  .\ug.  31.] 

The  recent  installation  of  a  number  of  electric  furnaces  in  Shef- 
field has  led  to  an  increased  demand  for  electrodes.  Prior  to  the  war 
the  electrodes  used  in  this  coimtry  were  bought  principally  in  the 
United  States,  although  some  came  from  the  Contment.  The  entire 
supply  now  comes  from  the  United  States,  except  those  used  by  one 
firm,  which  manufactures  only  for  its  own  requirements. 

The  Electrode  Co.  of  Sheffield  (Ltd.)  has  been  organized  with  a 
capital  of  £.50,000  ($243,325)  for  the  manufacture  of  carbon  elec- 
trodes, and  a  plant  is  being  built  which  it  is  expected  will  be  in  op- 
eration within  the  next  three  months. 

The  promoters  of  this  company  and  the  majority  holders  of  the 
stock  are  four  large  Sheffield  manufacturing  firms,  which  have  in- 
.stalled  or  have  in  process  of  installation  23  electric  furnaces,  with  a 
total  capacity  of  90i  tons.  The  new  comjiany  will  have  an  output  of 
from  3,000  to  5,000  tons  of  carbon  electrodes  per  annum.  The  pri- 
mary object  is  to  furnish  the  promoters  with  an  adequate  supply  of 
electrodes  for  their  own  furnaces,  although  any  surplus  manufac- 
tured will  undoubtedly  be  put  upon  the  market. 
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CANADIAN  WBITEBS  ON  CONDITIONS  IN  CITBA. 

[CoDsvil  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Bningwlck,  Canada,  Sept.  21.] 

The  Weekly  Bulletin  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  September  18,  1916,  contains  articles  written  on  con- 
ditions in  Cuba  for  the  benefit  of  exporters  of  goods  to  that  island. 
Some  of  the  interesting  points  developed  by  these  writers  follow : 

Tlie  total  foreign  trade  of  Cuba  for  1915  wa.s  $409,740,000,  Including  exports 
worth  $254,202,000  and  Imports  worth  $155,448,000,  or  a  total  Increase  In  the 
two  Items  of  27i  per  cent  over  1914. 

Of  the  Import  trade,  the  United  States  supplied  about  two-thirds  of  the  value, 
while  Canada's  share  was  very  small — $1,123,336,  or  less  than  1  per  cent.  The 
sale  of  Canadian  products  In  Cuba  during  1915  was  restricted  In  great  part  by 
lack  of  shipping  facilities,  as  well  as  the  prohibition  against  exporting  from 
Canada  of  many  articles  when  destined  to  neutral  countries. 

Items  of  Imports  of  Canadian  goods  In  Cuba  which  the  latter  country  pur- 
cliased  for  the  first  time  In  conslderubie  quantities  in  1915  from  tlie  Dominion 
were:  Jewelry,  salts,  maps  and  lithographs,  coaches  and  accessories,  and 
barley.  Those  Imports  from  Canada  having  the  greatest  value  In  the  1915 
trade  were  codfish,  potatoes,  and  lumber.  In  the  order  named,  the  first  item 
showing  an  Increase  over  that  of  1914  amounting  to  about  10  per  cent  Cana- 
dian food  products  are  apparently,  with  the  exception  of  lumber,  the  only 
exports  llltely  to  be  of  Importance  In  the  near  future  In  the  Cuban  trade. 

Hog  KalBlsg. 

The  subject  of  hog  raising  in  Cuba  is  treated  by  New  Brunswick's 
special  representative  in  that  island  as  follows : 

Althongb  In  Canada  and  other  northern  countries  It  Is  generally  believed 
that  tropical  countries  confine  food  consumption  to  fruit,  rice,  etc.,  for  their 
principal  subsistence,  Cuba  at  least  consumes  large  quantities  of  meat  and 
other  heavy  foods,  obout  $25,000,000  worth  of  meat  being  consumed  yearly, 
of  which  about  half  is  pork,  the  Island  producing  annually  pork  worth  about 
$9,000,000.  and  the  remaining  $3,500,000  coming  chiefly  from  the  United  States. 
Cuba  should  easily  produce  ail  pork  required  for  home  consamption,  as  ex- 
tensive pastures,  plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  abundance  of  wild-grown  foods 
the  year  round  are  all  favorable  factors  existing  there. 

"  Native  hogs  in  Cuba  remain  In  pasture  the  year  round,  and  their  food  is 
palmiche,  or  berry  of  the  royal  palm,  fruit  of  the  mango,  and  the  guava.  All 
of  these  trees  grow  abundantly  in  all  parts  of  Cuba.  They  also  eat  the  roots 
of  the  yuca,  and  many  other  wild  plants.  Bogs  grow  and  thrive  on  this  food 
until  a  few  weeks  before  they  are  killed,  when  they  are  fed  extra  rations, 
consisting  of  cow  beans,  sweet  potatoes,  and  corn,  all  of  which  yield  heavy 
crops  on  Cuban  soil."    Very  little  Canadian  meat  is  sold  in  Cuba. 

American  Eogi  Imported  for  Breeding. 

The  Cuban  hog  is  full  in  head  and  legs,  with  a  lank  body.  It  Is  hardy,  re- 
quires little  care,  and  is  rarely  subject  to  disease.  Hogs  are  now  being 
Imported  from  the  United  States  for  breeding  purposes,  and  tlic  resulting 
cross-breed  with  the  native  hog  produces  an  animal  with  improved  form  and 
greater  weight  than  the  native  hog. 

The  Government  Is  trying  to  Increase  domestic  production  of  pork  in  various 
ways:  Importation  of  good  breeds,  special  Instruction  through  lectures  and 
pamphlets,  and  experimenting  in  cross-breeding  of  imported  Berkshires,  Chea- 
ters, and  Poland-Chinas  with  the  native  stock. 

At  present  there  is  no  Cuban  pork  put  up  In  the  form  of  ham  or  bacon,  but 
an  establishment  with  this  purpose  in  view  Is  contemplated  near  Habana,  to 
supply  local  demand  for  domestic  ham  and  bacon. 


The  mineralogists  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  are  con- 
stantly discovering  new  minerals  Several  are  described  in  Bulletin 
610  01  the  Survey,  published  for  free  distribution  to  applicants  to  the 
Greological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C.  A  new  crystal  form  of  the 
mineral  variscite,  which  is  used  as  a  gem,  is  among  those  described 
in  Bulletin  CIO  and  is  called  lucinite,  a  new  name. 
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TBABE  IH  SOUTH  AFBJCAS  BOXWOOD  BEVIYEO. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  J.  Flexer,  Port  Elizabeth,  Aug.  12.1 

The  revival  of  trade  in  South  African  boxwood  after  many  years 
of  inactivity  is  attributed  to  tlie  war.  Hitherto  the  European  mar- 
ket has  drawn  its  supplies  from  the  forests  of  Turkey,  Asia  Minor, 
and  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea.  Previous  to  1914  the  amiual  ship- 
ments from  Constantinople  were  from  5,000  to  7,000  tons. 

The  Government  forests  in  the  Alexandria  district  comprise  an 
area  of  2,177  acres  located  on  the  coastal  belt  between  Sunday's  and 
Bushman's  Kivers.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  district  for- 
ester, this  tract  will  furnish  50,000  cubic  feet  of  sound  boxwood 
of  4  inches  or  more  diameter.  The  percentage  of  bark  to  wood 
is  14.5,  and  the  weight  of  the  green  wood  per  cubic  foot  is  79 
pounds.  The  average  length  of  the  boles  is  5  feet  4  inches,  and  the 
average  diameter  5.7  inches. 

SUpnents  to  London  find  Keady  ICarkets. 

In  addition  to  the  Government  forest,  a  company  has  purchased 
the  timber  rights  of  several  privately  owned  forests,  and  has  engaged 
a  force  of  100  men  for  cutting  operations.  Several  sample  consign- 
ments of  25  tons  each  have  been  sent  to  London,  and  have  foimd 
ready  markets  at  prices  varying  from  $4G.25  to  $68.15  per  ton.  The 
Colonial  boxwood,  known  here  as  Biixm  macowani,  is  said  by  Britidx 
manufacturers  to  be  equal  to  the  Turkish  and  Persian  varieties 
{Buxua  bdUdrica  and  B.  Sempervirena) .  The  wood  possesses  a 
delicate  yellow  color^  is  very  dense  in  structure,  and  has  a  fine  uni- 
form grain  which  gives  it  a  unique  value  for  tlie  purposes  of  the 
wood  engraver.  In  addition  to  the  ever-increasing  engravers'  demand 
for  boxwood,  a  large  quantity  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  measur- 
ing rules,  mathematical  instruments,  flutes,  and  other  musical  instru- 
ments, for  inlaying,  and  for  small  carvings. 

American  manufacturers  who  have  been  dependent  on  Turkish 
supplies  should  take  advantage  of  these  sources  in  the  South  African 
forests.  ■  Samples  may  be  obtained  from  South  African  firms. 
Steamship  freights  to  America  are  $18.25  per  long  ton. 

[A  list  of  suppliers  of  boxwood  in  South  Africa  may  be  obtained  from  tbe 
Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  ofl'ioes. 
Refer  to  file  No.  80564.  Au  article  on  South  African  lumber  was  publlslicd  iu 
CouMERCE  Reports  for  Mar.  27,  191C.) 


FACEINO  GOODS  FOB  COSTA  BICA. 

[Vice  Consul  All>crt  B.  Pullcn,  Tort  Mmoo,  Sept.  5.1 

Practically  all  shipments  of  dry  goods,  shirts,  notions,  etc.,  to  the 
Port  Limon  district  are  packed  in  bales.  The  goods  are  wrapped  in 
paper,  in  oilcloth,  and  the  entire  bale  is  covered  with  burlap.  Shoes, 
coUars,  and  cuffs  come  in  cartons,  and  are  packed  in  the  same  manner 
as  above. 

The  writer  is  informed  by  the  leading  importers  of  this  city  that 
shipments  packed  in  this  manner  usually  come  in  good  condition  and 
pertectly  diy. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  make  packages  as  light  as  possible,  as 
duty  is  charged  on  the  gross  weight. 
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AMF.BICA1T  CAPITAL  IN  HOBWEOIAN  POW££  DEVELOPHEirT. 

[Consul  Maarlce  P.  Dunlap,  Stavangcr,  Sept.  7.] 

American  capital  is  employed  in  building  a  factory  for  the  pro- 
duction of  calcium  carbide  at  Saude  in  the  district  of  Stavanger, 
where  there  are  falls  suitable  for  the  generation  of  large  amounts 
of  electrical  power.  Other  electrochemical  products  are  to  be  turned 
out  by  this  factory  for  shipment  to  New  York  and  sale  in  the 
American  market.  First  shipments  should  be  ready  early  in  1918, 
as  the  contract  calls  for  the  finishing  of  the  plant  by  January  1  of 
that  year.  The  new  company  is  registered  in  Canada,  and  is  called 
the  Electric  Furnace  Products  Co.  (Ltd.).  Edgar  F.  Price,  an 
officer  of  the  Union  Carbide  Co.,  of  New  York,  is  president  of  the 
or^nization. 

The  power  for  the  factory  is  to  be  supplied  by  "  Saudefaldene " 
(The  Saude  Falls  Co.),  a  Norwegian  corporation  financed  by 
Norwegian  capital.  A  lease  of  40  to  50  years  for  the  use  of  the 
power  has  been  taken  from  this  corporation  by  the  Canadian  com- 
pany, and  the  Norwegian  corporation  already  has  more  than  250 
men  at  work. 

Three  Sources  for  Power  to  be  Used. 

There  are  three  sources  for  the  power  now  to  be  ueed,  each  of  which 
will  come  from  a  1.000-foot  head.  In  all  they  will  generate  a  total 
of  40,000  horsepower.  Later  the  tail-water  will  be  carried  in  a  tunnel 
cut  of  nearly  5  miles  through  the  mountains  to  a  place  where  it  will 
fall  into  the  salt  water  of  the  fjord.  This  will  generate  another 
40,000  or  45,000  horsepower.  Although  this  end  of  the  fjord  is  about 
70  miles  from  the  sea,  the  water  is  so  deep  that  large  ocean  steamers 
can  come  direct  to  the  company's  doclts  and  take  the  goods  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States.  The  new  factory  is  being  built  at  the 
edge  of  the  fjord,  and  docks  and  barracks  fiave  already  been  con- 
structed. 

In  having  hydroelectric  power  so  readily  available  at  the  sen- 
coast,  Norway  has  an  advantage  over  most  other  countries,  where  such 
development  must  usually  be  inland.  Several  similar  plants  are  now 
being  erected  on  Norway's  western  and  southern  coasts  to  make  use 
of  this  natural  advantage.  The  Saude  plant  will  be  one  of  the 
largest  in  Norway. 

norwegrlan  Xaterials  and  Workmen  Wherever  Possible. 

To  lease  its  power  from  Saudefaldene,  the  Canadian  factory  had 
to  secure  a  concession  from  the  Norwegian  Government  under  the 
terms  of  which  all  materials- possible  for  building  and  operation 
shall  be  purchased  in  Norway,  and  Norwegian  citizens  are  to  be 
employed  whenever  they  are  available.  Such  articles  as  rails,  loco- 
motives, cars,  cranes,  and  steel  work  for  buildings  which  can  not  be 
obtained  in  Norway  are  being  ordered  in  the  Ignited  States  by  the 
company's  agents  there. 

There  is  at  present  probably  a  gi'eater  scarcity  of  labor  in 
Stavanger  than  in  the  United  States.  Wages  have  risen  consid- 
erably since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
price  of  labor  here  to-day  comes  to  about  what  it  does  in  America, 
all  things  considered. 
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To  provide  for  the  new  emplovees  and  laborers  the  Canadian  com- 
pany erected  barracks  and  worKingmen's  dwellings.  The  barracks 
are  under  control  of  the  Norwegian  Government  which  requires  that 
eertain  conveniences  and  comforts  be  provided  laborers  brought  in 
by  contractors.     Separate  dwellings  will  later  be  erected  for  the 

permanent  employees,  and  plans  have  been  laid  out  for  a  small  town. 

site  Selected  for  New  Settlement. 

A  site  for  the  new  settlement  has  been  made  available  in  the  valley 
at  the  end  of  the  fjord  near  the  factory.  This  valley  is  about  1^ 
miles  wide  and  runs  about  10  miles  into  the  mountains.  Agricultur- 
ally and  scenically  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  western  Norway.  Streets 
and  a  village  green  have  been  laid  out  covering  from  120  to  200 
acres  overlooking  the  fjord.  Provision  will  be  made  for  250  families. 
There  is  already  a  small  farming  settlement  in  the  neighborhood 
and  the  new  town  will  be  under  the  same  municipal  administration. 
Arrangements  are  being  controlled  by  a  regulation  committee  from 
the  present  town.  The  timber  and  other  material  for  the  new  build- 
ings will  be  purchased  so  far  as  possible  in  Norway. 

A  staff  of  Norwegian  engineers  and  officials  has  been  engaged  to 
carry  on  the  company's  wors.  To  assist  in  the  erection  of  the  plant, 
however,  two  engineers  and  a  few  experts  in  the  equipment  of  carbide 
•works  and  the  BMUifacture  of  the  product  have  come  from  the  States 
and  are  temporarily  located  at  Saude. 

The  activities  of  Saudefaldene,  the  Norwegian  organization,  and 
of  the  Electric  Furnace  Products  Co.  (Ltd.)  together  have  attracted 
ctmsiderable  attention  to  Saude,  and  as  a  result  land  values  have  risen 
there.  Saude  is  already  known  as  a  tourists'  resort  and  a  place  for 
such  winter  sports  as  siding.  A  large  up-to-date  hotel  was  opened 
last  year.  

BOUMANIAir  TEXTILE  IRSTTSTBT. 

[L'ficonomlste  Earopicn,  Sept.  15.1 

According  to  the  Curierul  Financiar,  of  Bucharest,  the  textile  in- 
dustry womd  have  every  chance  of  making  progress  in  Roumania, 
if  the  raw  materials  that  are  produced  there,  such  as  wool,  flax,  and 
hemp,  were  cultivated  more  intensively  and  then  were  systematically 
employed  in  the  textile  industry. 

At  the  end  of  1915  this  industry  included  23  enterprises  enjoying 
the  benefits  of  the  law  for  the  encouragement  of  industry  and  repre- 
senting a  fixed  capital  of  $1,273,719.  The  raw  material  utilized  in 
1912-13  amounted  to  $1,094,080,  of  which  only  $124,398  represented 
domestic  products,  the  remainder,  mostly  cotton,  having  been  im- 
ported. The  value  of  products  of  the  textile  industry  in  the  same 
year  was  $1,940,660.    The  total  number  of  employees  was  1,708. 


Fint  Forecast  of  India's  New  Sesame  Crop. 

Tlie  first  official  forecast  of  India's  sesame  (til  or  gingeli)  area  for 
the  season  1916-17,  based  on  reports  received  from  eight  provinces, 
which  contain,  on  an  average,  78  per  cent  of  the  entire  area  imder 
sesame  in  British  India,  places  the  total  at  1,819,000  acres,  as  against 
1,776,000  acres  (revised  figure)  for  the  same  tracts  at  the  correspond- 
ing date  last  year. 
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GOLD  DISCOVEBT  IN  TASMANIA. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart,  Aug.  16.] 

Gold-bearing  ore,  estimated  at  about  500,000  tons,  has  been  dis- 
covered at  Specimen  Eeef,  26  miles  from  Waratah,  Tasmania.  A 
Government  assay  showed  a  yield  of  6  ounces  14  pennyweight  of  gold, 
and  10  ounces  3  pennyweight  of  silver  per  ton.  The  belief  that  the 
ore  would  not  prove  in  general  so  rich  as  this,  was  confirmed  by  sub- 
sequent assays. 

Three  men  from  Hobart  and  a  mining  prospector  of  the  northern 
coast,  who  made  the  discovery,  have  staked  out  four  claims  of  50 
acres  each.  Additional  claims  are  being  taken,  and  there  are  pros- 
pects of  considerable  mining  activity  in  this  field. 

The  gold-bearing  reef,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained  to  date,  is 
66  chains  long  (chain=66  feet),  9  to  21  feet  wide,  and' in  places  has  a 
depth  of  150  feet,  though  surveys  are  far  from  complete.  Consider- 
able alluvial  ^old  has  been  recovered  in  this  section  in  the  past,  and 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  indicate  that  this  is  a  very  valuable 
field. 

Demand  for  XiniiiK  Machinery  Eipected. 

As  more  definite  steps  are  taken  in  the  development  of  this  field, 
there  will  arise  a  demand  for  machinery  and  rolling  stock,  but  no' 
negotiations  along  these  lines  have  been  opened  yet.  Until  pro- 
posals are  at  hand  in  regard  to  such  supplies^  communication  may  be 
opened  by  firms  supplying  gold-mining  machinery  with  the  owners  of 
the  claims  or  with  some  of  the  local  dealers  in  mining  machinery, 
who  will  probably  supply  most  of  the  machinery  needed. 

The  Daily  Post  of  Hobart,  in  its  issue  of  August  16, 1916,  describes 
the  conditions  under  which  the  discovery  of  the  gold  was  made,  and 
also  gives  some  facts  regarding  the  investigations  that  have  been 
conducted.    It  stated  in  part: 

The  results  of  tlio  assays  taken  from  tlie  surface  of  tlie  gold  reef  recently  dis- 
covered at  Long  Plains,  26  miles  west  of  Waratah,  have  been  received  by  the 
members  of  the  syii<lieate.  One  of  these  men  said  that  he  was  pleased  with  the 
result  from  the  samples  assayed,  which  averaged  IJ  ounces  to  the  ton.  The 
samples  were  taken  from  six  different  points,  spread  over  46  chains,  on  the 
surface  of  the  reef,  and  as  they  were  taken  by  members  of  the  syndicate,  who 
are  not  mining  men,  the  results  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Another  member  of  the  syndicate,  who  has  had  experience  on  the  Lefroy 
gold  fields,  expressed  himself  as  satisfied  with  tlie  result  of  li  ounces  to  the 
ton.  He  stated  that  the  samples  had  been  taken  haphazard  from  the  outcrop. 
If  they  got  i  ounce  to  the  ton  he  would  consider  the  crushing  of  tlie  quartz 
from  the  surface  portion  of  the  reef  a  paying  proposition. 

The  discovery  has  created  intense  interest,  not  only  in  Tasmania,  but  on 
the  mainland. 

Oovernmeut  Report  on  Earlier  Study  of  Field. 

The  Government  geologist  (Mr.  W.  H.  Twelvetrees)  discussed  the 
general  geology  of  this  and  contiguous  districts  in  reports  issued  in 
1900,  in  one  of  which  he  dealt  with  the  geological  conditions  at  Long 
Plains.    The  newspaper  mentioned,  in  quoting  him,  stated : 

The  Long  Plains  form  tlie  high  table-land  between  the  Whyte  River  on  tlie 
east  and  the  Savage  River  on  the  west,  both  of  which  have  cut  deep  chan- 
nels— sometimes  stupendous  gorges — in  the  country  in  their  southwesterly 
flow  to  the  River  Pieman.  The  plateau  Is,  on  the  whole,  tolerably  level, 
although  in  places  gently  undulating,  and  has  a  general  height  of  1,100  to 
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1.200  feet  above  sea  level.  The  plain  itself,  wliere  traversed  by  the  track 
from  Waratab  to  Corlnna,  is  grassy  and  treeless,  timber  being  found  only 
where  creeks  seam  the  country;  but  east  of  the  Wtiyte  the  Meredith  range  is 
doaely  timbered,  and  the  country  between  the  western  edge  of  the  plain 
and  tbe  Savage  Blver  Is  also  wooded.  A  superficial  layer  of  detrital  quartz, 
from  1  to  5  feet  in  thickness,  rests  upon  the  edges  of  the  country  ruck,  which 
latter  consists  of  laminated  sandstones  and  quartz  scliists.  In  places  these 
detrital  stones  cohere  rather  firmly,  forming  what  is  locally  called  cement. 
The  formation  Is,  however,  strictly  one  of  quartz,  sand,  and  pebbles,  and  is 
not  cemented  by  any  secondary  siliceous  dei>osIt  The  stones  are  angular, 
and  waterwom  pebbles  are  not  common  among  them. 

Zoae  from  Which  Oold  Has  Been  largely  Obtained. 

The  Golden  Ridge  belt,  as  defined  by  the  creek  channels  on  each  side,  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide.  It  may  possibly  extend  10  chains  farther 
west  to  Main  Greek,  in  the  latitude  of  the  Reward  sections.  In  any  case, 
this  sone  has  furnished  the  gold  for  which  the  locality  Is  famoua 

Main  Creek  and  aQ  its  affluents  have  carried  gold.  Smith's  Creek  was  the 
richest  on  the  field;  though  according  to  Messrs.  Weetman  and  Crockford  the 
heaviest  gold  was  got  at  Gray's,  namely,  one  nugget  of  5  ounces. 

The  gold  found  in  the  creeks  is,  of  course,  waterwom,  but  that  found  In 
tlw  angular  quarts  drift  on  the  hillsides,  as  well  as  that  occurring  in  softened 
stones  of  the  schist,  is  ragged,  spongy,  and  semlcrystalllne,  showing  all  the 
signs  of  precipitation  from  secondary  solution.  Some  of  the  gold  In  the  drift 
on  the  hill  baa  been  deposited  by  surface  precipitation ;  some  of  it,  no  doubt, 
lias  been  liberated  from  the  schist  In  Its  present  form.  Tlie  nuggets  and  [latches 
met  with  ondergronnd  may  be  descrlt>ed  as  due  to  the  circulation  of  waters 
carrying  fsold  in  tife  jfoiutlon  Into  sones  of  rock  f&vorable  for  its  i^edpitatlon. 

QoU  Staoorerlet  of  Score  of  Tears  Ago. 

At  24  miles  from  Waratab  and  16  from  Corlnna  is  tlie  Bullock's  Head,  the 
remnant  of  a  bovine  cranium  on  a  stake,  which  has  been  a  familiar  landmark 
tor  the  last  20  years.  It  marlcs  the  tm-noff  to  Gill's  gold  sections,  and  formerly 
to  the  Specimen  Beet.  The  Long  Plain  extends  here  eastward  for  half  a  mile 
over  roiling  country,  and  then  connects  by  a  saddle  with  the  Golden  Ridge 
(Oin's),  a  spur  which  extends  for  a  mile  in  a  direction  bearing  a  few  degrees 
east  of  north.  This  is  the  ridge  upon  which  Weetman  and  Crockford  made  their 
gold  discoveries  20  years  ago.  It  runs  through  the  gold  sections  for  upward 
of  60  chains,  terminating  north  at  Riley's  Creek  and  south  at  Cox's  Face.  The 
rocks  are  thinly  bedded  or  cleaved  quartz,  micaceous,  talcose,  and  graphitic 
schists,  slates,  and  crystalline  sandstone,  striking  a  little  east  of  north,  and 
dipping  at  very  high  angles  a  little  south  of  east.  They  are  here  also  covered 
with  a  layer  of  angular  stones  of  quarts,  derived  from  the  underlying  bedrock. 
The  credcs  on  the  west  foot  of  tlio  ridge  are  Gray's  and  Little  Duffer  Creeks ; 
on  the  east  side  ts  Jarman's  Creels. 

The  report  stated  that  the  absence  of  quartz  reefs  had  always 
puzzled  prospectors,  and  although  much  quartz  occurred  in  the  form 
of  laminae,  veinlets,  and  irregiuar  bunches,  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
the  source  of  the  gold.  The  occurrence  of  auriferous  pyrites  pointed, 
it  claimed,  to  pyntic  veins  being  the  original  carriers  of  the  gold. 

[The  names  of  the  men  who  staked  out  the  original  claims  at  the  reef  of  gold- 
bearing  ore  and  a  list  of  dealers  In  mining  machinery  at  Hobart  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  ofiices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80376.] 


AQtomobiles  in  a  Canadian  County. 

Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson  reports  from  Moncton,  New  Bruns- 
wick, under  date  of  September  15,  that  351  automobiles  had  been 
registered  in  Westmoreland  County,  New  Brunswick,  since  January 
Ij  1916.  Of  these,  197  are  owned  and  principally  operated  in  the 
atj  of  Moncton. 
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PORTO  EICO  FBODUCES  ITS  BIGGEST  SITGAB  CBOP. 

[Ilarwood  Hull,  correspondent,  San  Juan,  Sept.  27.] 

Figures  just  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Property  Taxes  of  the 
Insular  Treasury  Department  show  that  the  sugar  production  from 
the  1916  cane  crop  Mas  4H8,o89.f)8  .short  tons.  This  is  the  largest 
output  ever  recorded  for  Porto  Eico,  an  increase  of  137,099.25  tons 
over  the  crop  year  1915.  Practically  all  of  it  has  been  marketed  at 
a  price  that  sugar  men  say  will  average  5^  cents  per  pound.  On  this 
basis  the  crop  was  worth  in  excess  of  $53,000,000. 

There  wjre  65  sugar  centrals  grinding  during  the  1916  season,  ac- 
cording to  the  report,  and  of  these  15  produced  more  than  10,000 
tons  each,  19  had  an  output  of  from  6,000  to  10,000  tons,  6  ranged  in 
production  from  1,000  to  5,000  tons,  and  25  mills  produced  less  than 
1,000  tons  each.  The  mills  having  the  greatest  output,  together  with 
their  production,  were : 


unis. 

Location. 

Output. 

11111.1. 

Locatioa 

Output. 

Ouanlca  Centiale  Co. .  „ . . 

Guanica 

Agulrre 

Fajardo 

Aroclbo 

Tom. 
.78,557 
39,630 
36,338 
23,443 

Plazuela  Sugar  Co 

I/6iza  SurarCo 

Baroetoneta... 
MlM 

Tont. 
18,819 
16,313 

The  Fn^ardo  Sugar  Co 

Central  Cambalacbe  Co . . . 

VabucoaBnmr  Co 

The  Juncm  Central  Co. . . 

Yabueoa 

lUDOOS 

15,8S< 
15,464 

The  records  of  the  island's  sugar  production  fi"otii  the  cane  crops 
of  the  past  eight  years  are: 


Year. 

Tons. 

Year. 

Tons. 

Year. 

Tons. 

1909 

277.092 
346,785 
349,810 

1012   

371,075 
398,003 
351,665 

1916 

346,490 
483,560 

1910. 

1913 ;• 

1916 

1911 

1914. 

AMEBICAir  CONSUIAB  OITICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for;  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

I-eonard,  Walter  A 

Csbome,  John  Ball 

Pike,  William  I 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

St.  Oall,  Switzerland.. 

Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 

Esitex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brlftol,  Euplind 

1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  NT  Y. 

Saugerties,  VIster  County,  N.  Y. 

Gracey.  Wilbur  T.« 

Seville,  Spain 

Oct.  30 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Port    Llmou,    Costa 
Kica. 

Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgetown,  Guiana.. 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Chamberlbi,  George  E.t 

Spahr,  Herman  L.c 

Montnrirtfio.  T^niiniftv 

C/o  Di.'ilrict  OfBoe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 
Customhouse,  New  Yorlt  City. 

«  Mr.  Gracey  will  be  glad  to  Iiave  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern  cities 
Interested  In  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  visit  In  the  United  States. 

»Mr.  Chamberlin  expects  to  arrive  in  New  York  between  October  8  and  14,  and  he  wlU 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  appointments  with  business  houses  In  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  Information  concerning  trade  conditions  In  his  district.  Ills  address  until  the 
day  of  his  arrival  will  be  In  care  of  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Uepartniont  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

'  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  ('Ity  from  October  10  to  20,  and  wiU  be  pleased  to 
confer  with  those  Interested  In  the  Uruguayan  trade. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOE  GOVEENHEHT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTEITCTIOlf. 

[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  with  the  ofSces  named,  and  speclflcallons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
tntnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplie*.  No.  3644. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  October  19,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock,  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel,  planished  Iron,  drill  rods, 
vanadium-steel  tires,  bolster  guides,  steel  cable,  barbed  wire,  electric  cable, 
rivets,  bolts,  nuts,  washers,  screws,  stovepipe,  bronze  bars,  motor-driven 
centrifugal  pumps,  s^vltchboard,  water-level  indicator,  cargo  winches, 
drills,  dies,  bits,  oil  hose,  oars,  lampblack,  liquid  chlorine,  loose-leaf  binders, 
board  clips,  record  books,  paper,  and  lumber.    (Circular  No.  1086.) 

Signal  Corps  guppUes,  No.  8645. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Octo- 
ber 24,  1916,  few  furnishing  phosphor-bronze  wire,  rubber-covered  copper 
wire,  wire  fixture,  cable,  etc.    (Proposal  No.  865.) 

Pott-offlce  conatnwti<yn.  No.  8646. — Sealed  proposals  will  lie  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  I>epartment,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  Novanber  10,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at 
Wenatcbee,  Wash.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Wenatdiee,  Wash.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Drag-line  excacat<jj-fi„Vo.  3647. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Beclamaiion  Service,  Denver,  Colo.,  until  October  16,  for  furnishing 
drag-line  excavatcHU  Further  information  may  be  obtained  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Beclamation  Service,  Denver,  Colo. 

Medical  tupplies,  etc..  No.  3648. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  October  5, 
1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "D,"  Transport  Dock, 
Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  flexible  catheters,  rubber  gloves,  rectum 
lavage  tubes,  perforated  drainage  tubes,  white  enamel  paint,  64-lnch  wide 
burlap,  fine  excelsior,  fine  packing  hay,  coils  of  box  strapping,  hammers, 
nails,  rivets,  etc.  Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Bttnd-9aw  machine.  No.  3648. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Ave. 
SIS.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  12,  1916,  for  a  motor-driven  band- 
.«aw  machine.  Specifications  and  full  details  will  be  furnished  on  applica- 
tion to  tbe  above-named  office. 

Rockets  and  shelU,  No.  3650. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  yellow-smoke  rockets,  sequence  rockets, 
red  shells,  white  shells,  and  amber-smoke  shells.  Specifications  will  be  fur- 
nished on  application  to  the  above-named  officer.     (Proposal  No.  864.) 

ttiprap.  No.  8651. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tbe  Lighthouse  Inspec- 
tor, TompkinsvtUe,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  and  placing  riprap  for  Pnmrapo 
Light,  Newark  Bay,  N.  J.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  appllcixtlon 
to  the  above-named  officer. 

Panama  Catud  supplies.  No.  3652. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer,  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  SO,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Pananin,  equipment  for  hydroelectric  sta- 
tion, including  penstock,  water  turblne-<lrlven  exciter,  power  transformers, 
induction  motor-driven  pumps,  and  trav«-ling  crane.     (Circular  No.  1085.) 

Wire,  No.  3653. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  11,  1916, 
for  furnishing  counterpoise  wire,  silicon  bronze  wire,  phosphor  bronze  an- 
tenna wire,  and  braided  antenna  cord.    (Proposal  No.  863.) 
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FOEEiaif  TRADE  OFPOBTTJNITIES. 

ReBerred  addrp»:Rrs  may  be  obtatn^d  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  district  olllcra.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  Rbould  be  ou  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opnortnnity  nnntfeer. 
The  Bnrcaa  does  not  furnish  ci"edlt  ratings  or  nRsume  responsibility  as  to  the  staDdlng 

'     of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Drugs  and  medical  sitppUcs.  No.  22604.— The  Bureau  Is  informed  that  a  pos- 
sible opportunity  exist!*  in  Peru  for  tlie  sale  of  American  drugs,  chemicals, 
and  medical  supplies. 

Machinery  and  wire,  No.  2260.5. — A  company  in  the  United  States  transmits  to 
the  Bureau  the  name  and  addreas  of  its  agent  in  Greece  who  desires  to 
purchase  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wire  nails.  Proposals  on  wire 
for  this  purpose  are  also  desired.  Further  information  may  be  secured 
from,  and  sr^iuples  of  the  nails  to  be  produced  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  Miscellaneous  No.  153.) 

General  representation,  No.  22606. — An  established  commission  bouse  in  Brassil 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  Southern 
Brazil.    No  particular  line  is  si)eclfietl.    References. 

Jce-making  machine.  No.  22607. — ^A  business  man  In  Veneeuela  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  of  bis  desire  to  purchase  an  Ice-maliing  machine. 
Catalogues  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Typctcriters,  sewing  machines,  etc..  No.  22608. — A  merchant  In  Spain,  with 
branch  houses  In  Paris  and  Manila,  infornm  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  Is  desirous  of  importing  from  tlie  United  States  wholesale  quanti- 
ties of  a  typewriter  costing  less  than  the  standard  make  machine  He 
Is  also  in  the  marlcet  for  sewing  macliines  and  cash  registers.  Oorrestpond- 
ence  In  English.    References. 

Sportioff  ammunition,  etc..  No.  22609. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Netherlands  reports  that  a  firm  In  liLs  district  desires  to  purchase  in  the 
United  States  ammunition  for  sportiuK  purposes,  ball  and  shotgun  sheila, 
revolvers,  etc.    Correspondence  In  l>Htcli  or  Fiviich. 

Uachinery,  No.  22610. — An  American  coitf^ular  officer  In  a  foreign  Insular  pos- 
session reports  that  prices  and  estlmaloK  are  desired  for  a  small  tomato- 
paste  factory.  It  is  desired  that  the  plans  range  from  the  smaliext  unit 
up  to  a  moderate-sized  outfit  for  tills  class  of  manufacturing.  Terms, 
cash  against  shipping  documents  at  port  of  destination. 

Agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  22611. — An  American  consular  offlwr  in 
Argentina  reports  that  an  established  commission  agent  In  his  district 
would  like  to  hear  from  American  linns  interested  In  exporting  on  a  com- 
mission basis  agricultural  implements,  binder  twine,  motor  cars  and 
accessories,  office  furniture,  tireai'ms  and  ammunition,  pniiits  aud  varnishes, 
gasoline,  cement,  shoes,  cnrriage.'s,  clialrs,  tyiiewrilers,  etc.  (Vunmuulcation 
with  Importers  and  others  in  tlie  United  States  Interested  in  tlie  purchase 
of  hides  and  skins,  wool,  bristles,  aud  fcatliers  is  also  desired.  Corre- 
spondence In  Spanisli. 

Stamping  device.  No.  22012. — A  manufacturer  of  gold  watchcases  In  Switzer- 
land informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  ills  desire  to  secure  quota- 
tions, catalogues,  etc.,  on  a  machine  suitable  for  numbering  watchcases. 
Correspondence  in  Freudi.    Reference. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEATJ  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DISTRICT  0IFICE8. 

KEW  TORK :  Room  409,  CnUomkouf . 

BOSTON:  1801  Cutomhoiise. 

CHICA60:  604  Federal  Bnlldlnic. 

ST.  LOriS:  403  Third  National  Bank  Building. 

ATLANTA:  Sil  Pont  Omce  Bnlldlnir. 

AEW  ORLEANS:  1020  lltbernla  Bank  Balldlng. 

BAN  FRANCISCO:  SO?  Castomhoaie. 

SEATTLE:  S48  Etaif  Billdla;. 


COOFEEATITE  OFHCES. 

CLEVELAND:  Chamber  of  ComBcrce. 
CINCINNATI:  Chamber  of  Commiirce. 
CINdNNATI:  C,  N.  0.  ft  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANtJELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHIUDELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Soath  Americas  Aff»t,  SoiU- 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTIJIND,  OREO.:  Chamber  of  Connerec. 
DATTON:  Greater  Dayton  AMOcIatlon. 
WASHINGTON  ;  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICB  :  1»1« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOT  13  1916 

"COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSUtAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ule  b;  tlie  Superinteodent  of  Document!,  Wa<luiit>aa,D.  C.al  f  2.50  per  jot 

No.  235  Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  October  6  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Pago. 

Additional  British  impart  prohibitions «5  Revenue  lam  in  Salvador 71 

AnaericQns  in  Argentina  adopt  trade  conditions.  G5  Jewelr>' marltets  in  Spain  and  Auslralin 7i 

Canadian  provision  for  iarm  instruction 6S  Norwegian  crop  report 7S 

Brazilian  imports  o(  coal  during  July 66  Construction  work 74 

Cnba  U>  have  envelope  lactory 67  Live  stock  and  meat  Industry  in  New  Zealand .  7"! 

American  locomotives  on  South  African  railways  07  Conditions  in  Sicilian  nut  trade 76 

Trade  for  August  by  countries  and  articles 6S  Swis;  market  and  production  of  ammunition..  77 

Census  of  Amerioui  blast  fumacss 60  American  consular  olTicors  on  leave  of  ateence. .  TV 

Foreign  trade  of  Argentina 70  Brancli  houses  and  foreign  lepreeontatlvei 79 

Water  and  electric  distribution  in  Booduras 70  foreign  Uade  opportunities 80 

CSoncrete  ro«ds  for  New  Zealand 71 

ASOITIOIirAL  BKinSH  IHPOET  PROHIBITIONS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Oct.  4.] 

A  proclamation  of  October  3  provides  that  from  and  after  that 
date  the  importation  into  the  United  Kingdom  of  the  following  goods 
is  prohibited:  Ahiminum  powder;  birds,  live,  other  than  poultry 
and  game;  bone;  horn;  ivory  and  celluloid;  and  manufactures  of 
cotton  hosiery.  The  same  proclamation  removes  oranges  from  the 
list  of  prohibited  imports  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  2,  1916). 
The  prohibition  applicable  to  hosiery  is  the  result  of  an  active  cam- 
paign of  a  protectionist  character. 

AUERICANS  IN  AE&ENTINA  ADOPT  TBADE  CONDITIONS. 

[Consul  Ucneral  W.  Henry  Robertnon,  Buenos  Aires,  Aug.  28.] 

The  United  States  Exporters'  Association,  which  was  formed 
some  weeks  ago  in  Buenos  Aires,  for  the  purpose  of  closer  coopera- 
tion and  self-protection  among  the  local  representatives  here  of 
exjMjrt  and  commission  houses  in  the  United  States,  invited  the 
American  con.sul  general  and  the  commercial  attache  of  the  Amer- 
ican Embassy  to  attend  one  of  its  initial  meetings.  During  the 
session,  interesting  general  conditions  were  adopted  in  connection 
with  orders  taken  for  goods  to  be  shipped  from  the  United  States 
to  Argentina. 

In  the  case  of  orders  based  upon  c.  i.  f.  quotations,  the  price 
includes  the  cost  of  the  merchandise  placed  on  board  ship  at  port 
of  embarkation,  the  freight,  marine  insurance,  and  other  petty 
charges  up  to  port  of  destination.  The  obligation  of  the  shipper 
as  regards  delivery  ceases  once  the  merchandise  is  shipped.  The 
goods  travel  for  account  and  risk  of  the  buj'er,  and  the  shipper 
assumes  no  responsibility  for  their  arrival  at  port  of  destination, 
or  for  any  damage  sustained  on  the  voyage  or  during  unloading. 

The  clauses  of  the  bills  of  lading  and  policies  of  insurance  cover- 
Vug  the  goods  detailed  on  the  ticket  are  incorporated  in  the  conditions 

ot  the  transaction  and  form  a  part  of  the  order. 

Caniet  Beyond  the  Control  of  the  Shipper. 
The  shipper  is  not  responsible  in  any  case  of  force  majeure ;  and 

without  prejudice  to  the  general  nature  of  the  stipulation,  he  is 
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especially  exempt  from  i-esponsibility  in.  cases  of  strikes,  floods,  fires, 
accidents,  delays,  or  other  difficulties  in  land  or  sea  transport,  or  in 
the  case  of  ioterruption  of  such  transport  services  by  acts  of  Govern- 
ments or  other  competent  authorities,  or  for  postponement  in  sailings 
of  ships  and  any  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  shipper. 

In  case  of  war  and  during  the  duration  of  war  the  shipper  shall 
insure  the  merchandise  shipped  by  him  against  all  war  risks,  with- 
out being  required  to  consult  the  purchaser,  to  whose  account  the 
cost  of  such  insurance  shall  be  charged.  War-risk  premiiuns  shall  in 
no  case  be  included  in  the  prices,  and  shall  be  shown  separately  as 
extras  in  the  invoice. 

[A  report  on  the  formation  of  tlie  United  States  Exporters'  Association  in 
Buenos  Aires  was  publisiied  in  Ck)MUEBCE  Repokts  for  June  28,  1916.] 


CANADIAN  PBOVISION  FOS  FASH  INSTBTJCTION. 

[Consul  E.  B.  Mosber,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Sept.  21.] 

The  agricultural  instruction  act  of  Canada  went  into  effect  in  1913 
and  each  of  the  nine  Provinces  rec^ved  appropriations  for  instruc- 
tion and  demonstration  work.  The  amount  appropriated  for  British 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1916-17  is  $63,732,  of  which  $15,000 
is  to  be  applied  toward  inspectors,  instructors,  directors,  superin- 
tendents, and  district  representatives;  $20,000  to  farm  demonstra- 
tion, field  and  crop  competitions,  clubs,  stock  competitions,  and  poul- 
try-demonstration stations;  $7,000  to  horticultural  stations,  vegetable 
and  greenhouse  work,  pathological  and  entomological  investigation, 
and  various  practices  in  fruits  and  vegetables;  $5,000  to  journals, 
reports,  circulars,  and  other  publications;  $15,000  toward  agricul- 
tural instruction  in  public,  normal,  and  high  schools,  and  $1,732  to 
contingencies. 

The  appropriations  for  the  nine  Provinces  and  veterinarj'  college 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  plan  have  been: 


DItIsIods. 


Prince  Edward  Island 

Nova  Scotia 

N«w  Bnmswick 

Quebec 

Ontario 

Uanitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Alberta 

British  Columbia 

Veterinary  collese 

Total 


1813-U 


44,509 
159,482 
195,733 
51,730 
54,296 
46,094 
47,334 
20,003 


700,000 


1014-15  1915-16 


127,832  , 
61,144  ! 
49,407  : 
187,409 
230, 8(8 
68,075  ; 
61,152  I 
51,310  I 
52,799 
20,001 


529,138 
C8,00l 
51,308 
215,310 
260,013 
£4,421 
C8,0I1 
5«,o28 
5S,2C5 
20,005 


800,000  I  900,000 


1916-17 


$30,443 
74, 8» 

so.aoa 

243,213 
301,  IS8 
70,767 
74,860 
61,747 
63,732 
20,001 


1,000,006 


BRAZILIAN  nCPOBTS  OF  COAL  DUBING  JULY. 

Imports  of  American  coal  at  Eio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  for  July, 
1916,  amounted  to  39,549  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  each,  com- 
pared with  79,063  tons  during  the  corresponding  month  of  1916, 
Consul  General  Gottschalk  reports.  Keceipts  of  British  coal  during 
the  same  period  were  5,075  tons  compared  with  16,687  last  year. 
Total  imports  of  coal  for  July  were  44,624  tons  compared  with 
94,751  tons  in  July,  1915. 
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CUBA  TO  HAVE  EBTELOPE  FACTOBT. 

[Special  Agent  Robert  S.  Barrett.] 

The  National  Envelope  Co.  (Fabrica  Nacional  de  Sobres,  S.  A.) 
has  been  organized  in  Habana  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  en- 
velopes, and  it  is  expected  that  the  factory  will  be  in  operation  in 
three  months.  The  incorporation  papere  were  signed  on  September 
21,  1916.  The  initial  order  for  machinery  has  been  placed  with  a 
New  York  firm  whose  Habana  representative  is  the  organizer  of  the 
new  company.  It  will  be  the  first  envelope  factory  to  be  established 
in  Cuba. 

Three  envelope  machines  will  be  used  in  the  l)eginniiig,  and  baro- 
nial, commercial,  and  legal  size  envelopes  will  be  manufactured. 
Later  it  is  expected  to  add  other  machines,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
company  will  also  undertake  the  manufacture  of  blank  books.  There 
is  a  large  demand  in  Cuba  for  baronial  enAelopes,  especially  of  the 
larger  sizes  and  in  colors.  This  class  of  envelopes  was  formerly  im- 
ported from  Germany,  but  since  the  European  war  there  have  been 
none  on  the  market  and  business  houses  have  been  compelled  to  use 
the  American  style  envelope.  The  general  impression  seems  to  pre- 
vail among  printers  and  stationers  that  the  public  will  go  back  to 
the  baronial  sizes  when  these  are  again  obtainable. 

The  new  company  will  have  a  tariff  advantage  on  its  wares  cf 
more  than  4  cents  per  pound  over  foreign  competition.  Under  the 
present  law  envelopes  from  the  United  States  pay  a  duty  of  $9.10  per 
100  kilos,  or  $4.13  per  100  pounds,  and  the  rate  on  envelopes  im- 
ported from  all  other  countries  is  considerably  higher. 


AHEBICAH  LOCOMOTIVES  ON  SOUTH  AFBICAH  BAILWATS. 

[Vice  Consul  Fayette  J.  Flexcr,  Port  EUzabetb,  Aug.  28.1 

Railway  materials  for  Government  use  were,  previous  to  the  out- 
break of  war  in  Europe,  admitted  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
duty  free.  By  an  act  of  Parliament,  all  tenders  were  considered 
on  a  basis  of  25  per  cent  preference  for  goods  of  British  manufac- 
ture. This  act  practically  amounted  to  an  exclusion  of  all  but 
British-made  supplies,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  American  manufac- 
turers, under  these  conditions,  were  able  to  compete  at  all. 

Late  in  1914,  railway  officials  found  themselves  unable  to  cope  with 
the  exceptionally  heavy  traffic,  or  to  obtain  the  new  rolling  stock  re- 
quired to  relieve  the  congestion  from  the  former  sources  of  British 
supply.  The  25  per  cent  preference  was  temporarily  abolished,  and 
several  contracts  were  immediately  placed  in  America. 

The  first  of  these,  an  order  for  12  narrow-gauge  locomotives  for 
use  on  the  Port  Elizabeth-Humansdorp  railway,  was  delivered  in 
June,  two  months  before  the  contracted  delivery.  The  new  locomo- 
tives are  of  the  t^pe  known  as  2-6-0,  and  are  the  heaviest  and  most 
powerful  locomotives  of  their  gauge  in  South  Africa.  Thej^  were 
erected  at  the  Uitenhage  shops,  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
an  American  expert.  This  order  has,  in  every  respect,  proved  suc- 
cessful. 
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TEADE  FOE  ATTOXTST  BY  COUIITEIES  AND  AETICLES. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  impoi-ted  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  August  and  the  eight  months 
ended  with  August,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods  of 
the  preceding  year,  have  just  been  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Etepartment  of  Commerce, 
as  follows: 


Grand  divisions  and  countrie;. 


ICooth  of  August- 


mo 


IMS 


8  months  ended  with 
August — 


ins 


OIFORTS  FKOH— 


Grand  divisions: 

Europe 

Nortn  America. 
South  America.. 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


Total. 


Principal  countries: 

Austria-Hungary..,......*. 

Belgium 

Fiance 

Germaoy 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Russia  In  Etuope 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Bnuil 

Chile 

China 

British  East  Indies 

Japan 

Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Philippine  Islands 

Egypt 


EXFOK13  TO— 


Grand  divisions: 

Europe 

North  America.. 
South  America. . 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


Total . 


I*rincipal  countries: 
Austria-Hun  pnry.. 

Belgium 

Uenmaric 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Italy 

Netherland-' 

Norway 

I(a<!.<ia  in  Kuio|>e. 

Spain 

.'tweden 

Unllert  Kiii::rIom. 

Canada 

Central  America.. 

Mexico 

Cul.a 


SS3,710,6aO 
M,817,9% 
31,837,098 
52,341,48n 
S,  830,545 
1,098,554 


t38,li2,368 
46,104,723 
22,280,972 
31,438,884 
22, 440, 359 
1,396,896 


t442,«»,158 

468,064,019 

286,600,631 

363,720,184 

74,395,961 

51,776,344 


1351,309,547 
654,397,501 

199,449,176 
184,017,968 
38,662,981 
22,941,688 


199,336,223 


141,804,202 


1,667,155,797 


1,150,858,700 


113,061 

76,368 

7,538,826 

725,244 

2,694,413 

1,831,813 

659,  m 

•140, 124 

1,225,091 

1,158,911 

1,695,854 

18,535,933 

15,853,723 

8,(38,92S 

17,411,8m 

6,211,(192 

5,  '!■>•-,  104 

4, ■;"'!,  ISO 

4,  ■.1-1.138 

13,  Mr.  743 

lO.iW.  17S 

1,  2(.2,  «4 

1,(Ii;k,II1« 

>^.-.7,  132 


-.1.5,026 
^54,817 

7.J,S32,497 

4,K9(i,a3i 

12.132,606 
...1,440,952 

i.noe,.^ 

:),.=ias,389 

21,(181,434 

\'.»77,117 

l.-|,:tSl,,->18 

219,n.^'i2l 

138,141, 195 

70, 2W,  231 

19:i,(«2,iV50 

84.4.'>H,73iJ 

7!',  sn7.'.<77 

:<-..:;'.ii,.-«9 

.'«.,:l.i7,  192 

14S,'Ji:i,n01 

114.77U,t*i 

,W,731,,M9 

21,442,.->10 

25, 2tj),  075 


I 


4,540,168 

1,771,434 

46,9)4.257 

36,819,943 

34,488,131 

17,271,961 

4,617,663 

913,373 

10,650,281 

7,604,8» 

12, 390,  TVS 

161,737,708 

101,360,082 

58,846,452 

156, 175,825 

61,253,309 

66,557,308 

24,831,295 

32,320,621 

<3, 786, 621 

63,753, 966 

23,996,247 

13,S01,S»3 

14,006,864 


I 


3.19,074,955 
84,880,9.10 

21,602,,i28 
27.137,188 

12,27K,;20 
4.Win,33S 


172,072,656  I  2,379,410,916 


52,091,052  i 
13,436,547 
10,209,258 
9,272,088 
3,465,394  I 


567,588,768 
139,630,127 
247,485,393 
70,743,676 
31,110,332 


509,894,479     260,009,995  I  3,435,909,212 


1,633,637.964 
336,116,133 
86,554,483 
90,247,819 
62,000,726 
22,330,078 


158,040 
569, 77S 
170,007 


733,(!8.i 
882,484 
*>24,319 
420,118 
265,433 
676,284 
?.'.U,.W2 
1.!7,.W4 
S.«l,773 
0.11,291 
US,  042 
l'2j,687 


6,f98 
1,490,S29 
.■(,476,703 

28,!>49,4t7 

38,743 

2,330,462 

15,510,031 
6,740,673 
1,618,085 

10,38.1,000 
2,442.543 
4,2.16,197 

93,190,955 

34,766,912 
2,942,613 
n,50.'<,077 
8,111,511 


08,385 
16,255,570 
36, 436,  .134 

544,473,088 

1,118,233 

23,597,141 

170,394,823 
72,784,972 
42,152,(i68 

176,04.1,337 

37,002,902 

26,  f.97, 374 

1.207,7,->1,939 

373,736,669 
28,873,014 
31,874,039 
97,966,466 


2,230,887,202 


43.334 
14,057,335 

32,802,833 
332,978,137 
11,688,510 
19,239,193 
150,149,604 
108,704,111 
27,839,781 
59,312,201 
28,442,650 
61,701,464 
75.?,  470.395 
209,189,107 
23,452,241 
25,196,177 
£4,445,491 
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Grand  diTisions  and  countrio. 


KZPOBT8  TO — continued. 

Frincipal  countries — Continued. 

Armntina 

Bmtil 

ChUe 

China 

British  East  Indies 

Japan 

Russia  in  Asia 

Australia  and  Now  Zealand 

PhUipplnc  Islands 

British  Alrica 


Month  of  August— 


1916 


254,446 
iH:l,H70 
WD.  I'M 
4:i-i,i«2 
'.H.i,141 

:i;2,.-59 

22S. 127 

'j;»i,  197 
iia.'.'oe 

447,. 566 


1915 


H,,i.-fl, 
4.01.1, 

l,6:n. 

1,1  IT, 
3,IKx. 

6,;;u'.i, 
2,;:',.-, 
2,:ms, 


8  months  endod  with 
Augu.»t— 


1916 


>51,t28,793 
31,326,473 
l'),388,050 
20.201,40) 
ls,:i3a,sjo 

61,909.761 
124,317,289 
.Vi,  025, 095 
14.707,082 
20,602,091 


1915 


t31,126,173 
21,067,408 
10,09.'),  846 
13,647,151 
13,172,537 
28,077,607 
21,980,632 
41,673,249 
19,557,544 
15,262,610 


Trade  by  Oronps  of  Articles. 

The  imports  and  expoi-ts  by  great  groups  during  the  month  of 
August  and  the  eight  months  ended  August  are  presented  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 


Groups. 

Month  of  Augait— 

FJght  months  ended 
Augus*^ 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

IMPOKTS. 

Crude  materials  lor  use  in  manubcturing. 

Foodstuffs  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. 

Foodstuffs  partiv  or  wholly  manufactured 

l(anu[a::tures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumption 

182,888,742 
18, 95),  863 
25,946,433 
37,792,633 
32,628,991 
1,124,561 

{5.3.464,950 
18,192,354 
21,729,114 
23, 069. 889 
24,6fi.8,238 
679,659 

»7»,51»,S11 
157^180^745 
256,134,491 
285,319  056 
225,901,145 
13,070,849 

1435,468,749 
147,181,187 
205,441,437 
163,817,164 
191,080,827 

7,863,396 

Total  imports 

199,  .'06,223 

141,804,202 

1,667,1.55,797 

1,150,858,760 

EXPORTS. 

Crude  materials  for  use  in  manufacturing 

FoodstuHs  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. 

Foodstuffs  parOy  or  wholly  manufactured 

liannfoctures  fm  further  use  in  manuiacturiiig. 
Manufactures  roadv  for  cop'i^impf ion 

53,075,256 
33,798,947 
49,973,872 
83,697,489 
274,654,880 
9,750,298 

23,930,920 
27,700,512 
40,365,579 
40,719, 1.X9 
112,77I,fSO 
11,212,905 

397,263,175 
2.-„8,8C0,37« 
425.357,952 
5.53,047.096 
1,706,277,901 
.56,628,312 

375,287,254 
333.546,101 
360,643,837 
292,.<)6S,66« 
745, 798, 60S 

86,060,253 

Total  domestic  oxport.s ; 

504, 84.",  742 
5,015,737 

25«,709.7>i5 
3,900,210 

3,397,4.^2,815 
38,536,397 

2, 19;$,  704, 724 
37,182,478 

609,894,479 

260,609,995 

3,435,969,212 

2,230,887,202 

Exports  of  principal  items  imder  the  heading  "  Miscellaneous " 
in  August,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $6,358,946;  mules,  $3,308,464;  and 
seeds,  $67,572 ;  and  for  eight  months  ended  August  31,  1916 ;  Horses, 
$39,139,096;  mules,  $15,472,949;  and  seeds,  $1,773,532. 

CENSUS  OF  AUEBICAN  BLAST  FUBNACES. 

A  preliminary  statement  of  tlie  1914  census  of  manufactures  relat- 
ing to  blast  furnaces  in  the  iron  and  steel  industry  has  been  issued 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

The  number  of  establishments  reported  was  162 ;  persons  engaged 
in  manufacture,  33,194;  primary  horsepower,  1,222,273;  capital, 
$462,282,000;  payments  for  services,  $28,895,000;  cost  of  materials, 
$264,580,000;  value  of  products,  $317,654,000;  and  value  added  by 
manufacture,  $53,074,000. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OF  ABGENTINA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  BuenoB  Aires.] 

Supplementing  a  report  transmitted  showing  the  principal  imports 
into  and  exports  from  Argentina,  with  their  value,  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  [see  Comjierce  Keports  for  Oct.  4,  1916],  the 
following  table  shows  the  foreign  trade  of  Argentina  by  countries 
for  the  same  period.  These  statistics  appeared  in  the  Keview  of 
River  Plate,  as  compiled  by  the  Direccion  General  de  Estadistica  de 
la  Nacion.  The  values  are  given  in  Argentine  gold  pesos  (peso= 
$0;965). 


Country. 


IMPOETS  FROM— 


South  Africa 

Oermany. 

Aniitrla-Hungary .. . 

Beldum 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Canada 

Cuba 

Chne 

China , 

Denmark 

Spain 

United  States 

France 

Greece 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Norway 

Netherlands 

Faragnay 

Portugal. 

Brltisn  possessions.. 
United  Klnedom... 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turlrey 

Uruguay 

other  countries 


Xan.^one 
(1915). 


OoM  p«(». 
38,339 

4,520,765 
187,2«1 
654,510 
180,225 

4,836,153 
274, 193 
386,056 
351,012 
133,360 
247,269 

5,282,804 
19,354,297 

5,619,479 
29,079 

9,819,201 
300,472 

3,648,101 
766,757 
920,807 
975,017 
108,064 

3,506,773 
35,519,741 

1,013,492 
614,831 
30,012 
873,067 
36,773 


Total 100,127,910    104,966,451 


Jan.-Jmie 
(1916). 


Oold  -ptiot. 

8,769 

263,538 

8,763 

223,478 

5,300,471 
482,568 
482, 777 
502, 794 
11'i.S13 
:^::.-a9 

fi...  i-.JSS 
28, 4:ii),  u79 

7,881,456 

s,f«7 

12,0(»,U21 

491.  >41 

3, 12:1, -35 
-.I\  "73 
.,,  ,  -87 

1,141,376 

123,472 

1,613,996 

31,225,877 

842,716 

964,748 

11.528 

1,168,295 

37,711 


Country. 


EXroBTS  TO— 


South  Africa 

Australia 

Bolivia 

BratU 

Cuba 

Chile 

Denmark 

Spabi 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Norway 

Netherlands 

Faragnay 

Peru 

Portugal 

French  possessions . 
British  possessions.. 
United  Kingdom... 

Russia 

Sweden 

Uruguay 

Other  countries 

To  "Orders" 


Total. 


Jan.-Jona 
(1915). 


Gold  peso*. 

361,603 

3,802,499 

319,238 

12. 297,  .576 

101,(177 

812,."iSa 

790. 425 

3,9<).'i,;<25 

12,  749,ij67 

25,130,1108 

SO,(),so,870 

I,«33,.'i93 

10,309,765 

e.'iT,  745 
272, ass 

711,111 

S7,103 

646,108 

92,803,504 


3,593,140 

3,446,945 

1,058,092 

94,286,689 


330,485,829 


7an.-Jnno 

(1916). 


(Mdpttot. 
m,S72 


478,296 

9,739,493 

21,329 

675,780 

2,628,418 

3,599,882 

54,301,477 

27,063,110 

11,473,693 

2,130,111 

9,682,644 

1,348,896 


1,290,567 

086,978 

802,358 

73,981,827 

1,375,991 

4,981,370 

2,487,839 

316,663 

37.539.184 


246,057,367 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  imports  into  this  country  from  the 
United  States  increased  over  $9,000,000  during  the  six  months  of 
the  current  year  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915,  while 
those  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  by  over  $4,000,000.  The 
exports  to  the  United  States  increased  by  over  $11,000,000,  while 
those  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy,  respectively,  decreased  by 
about  $19,000,000  each.  The  large  decrease  in  the  heading  of 
exports  to  "  Orders  "  undoubtedly  concerns  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom  chiefly. 

Water  and  Electric  Distribntioii  in  Honduras. 

An  executive  decree  in  Honduras  regulates  the  distribution  of 
water  and  electric  light  and  power  in  the  municipalities  of  that 
country.  These  services  are  under  the  direction  of  the  Department 
of  Fomento,  which  publishes  the  regulations  in  a  recent  number  of 
its  Boletin. 
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CONCRETE  BOADS  FOE  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoDaol  General  Alfrmi  A.  Winslow,  Aacklaiid,  Aug.  21.] 

T\ie  New  2^aland  authorities,  both  local  and  national,  are  care- 
fully studying  the  subject  of  good  roads,  realizing  that  this  is  the 
best  way  to  open  up  the  hinterland  of  the  Dominion.  The  roads  of 
the  country,  in  the  main,  are  not  in  very  good  condition.  There 
are  some  good  stone  roads  about  the  larger  centers,  but  few  of  them 
extend  out  more  than  25  or  30  miles.  Their  upkeep  has  been  found 
very  expensive,  especially  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  since 
the  rainfall  is  heavy  and  washouts  are  numerous  because  the  stone 
used  is  soft  and  gi'inds  up  and  decays  rapidly. 

Of  late,  much  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  con- 
crete highways,  and  it  is  thought  tnat  this  will  be  far  cheaper  in 
the  long  run  than  the  stone  roads  as  they  are  now  constructed,  for 
the  reason  that  the  upkeep  will  be  so  very  greatly  reduced.  It  is 
estimated  that  a  mile  of  12-foot  concrete  road  4  inches  thick 
could  be  built  for  $2,000  more  than  a  mile'  of  ordinary  stone  road, 
on  which  there  would  be  a  saving  in  upkeep  for  the  first  five  yeai's 
of  at  least  $1,200,  while  at  the  end  of  ten  j^ears  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  $7,000  or  $8,000  per  mile. 

InfOTmation  as  to  American  Kethods  and  Macliinery  Desired. 

The  experiments  being  carried  on  in  the  United  States  along  this 
line  have  i-eceived  much  attention  here  (and  are  being  carefully 
studied,  with  the  result  that  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  some  of  these 
methods.  This  will  call  for  the  use  of  up-to-date  American  road- 
making  machinery,  and  I  would  request  that  the  Auckland  con- 
sulate general  be  supplied  with  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  of  this 
class  of  machinery,  together  with  sucli  printed  matter  as  may  be 
available  for  distribution  covering  the  construction,  cost,  and  main- 
tenance of  concrete  roads.  This  information  can  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  persons  here  wlio  are  in  position  to  make  good  use  of  it.  There  is 
one  feature  in  the  construction  of  conci-ete  roads  that  does  not  need 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  is  frost, 
since  there  is  no  frost  to  s^wak  of  in  the  North  Island  and  but  little 
in  the  South  Island. 

A  very  good  grade  of  cement  is  manufactured  in  large  quantities 
in  New  Zealand,  two  large  cement  works  having  been  installed  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  .supplied  principally  with  up-to-date 
American  machinery,  and  it  is  possible  to  manufacture  the  cement 
here  at  a  price  much  below  the  cost  of  imported  cement.  This  do- 
mestic cement  seems  to  be  good  enough  for  concretc-ioad  building 
and  ordinary  structural  Avork. 


&EVENUE  LAWS  IN  SALVADOR. 

A  legislative  decree  governing  the  collection  of  public  revenues  in 
Salvador  appears  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  September  13.  This  decree 
also  contains  complete  regulations  for  the  manufacture,  sale,  importa- 
tion, and  exportation  of  orandy  and  other  liquors. 
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JEWELRY  MASKETS  DT  SPAIN  AND  AITSTEAUA. 

[Vice  Consul  Harris  N.  Cooklngbam,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Aug.  16.] 

The  Barcelona  jewelry  industry  is  of  importance  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  there  are  no  large  factories  here.  Many  of  the  small 
"  talleres  "  or  workshops  where  gold  jewelry  is  produced  date  from 
antiquity.  The  articles  usually  manufactured  here  are  chiefly  of 
18  carate,  occasionally  of  14  or  16.  There  is  practically  no  market 
here  for  gold  jewelry  of  low  carat,  which  costs  almost  as  much  as 
articles  of  high  carat  produced  in  Spain.  The  low  cost  of  workman- 
ship on  the  domestic  product  and  the  customs  duty  on  imported  goods 
militate  against  the  sale  here  of  jewelry  of  foreign  manufacture. 

Proviiions  of  the  Spanish  Tariff. 

According  to  the  Spanish  tariff,  by  paragraph  No.  50,  which  reads: 
"  Gold  and  platinum  jewelry,  with  or  without  pearls  or  stones,  and 
.such  precious  stones,  pearls,  and  seed  pearls,  loose  or  unmounted,"  an 
import  duty  of  25  pesetas  per  hectogram  (about  $1.50  per  troy  ounce) 
net  weight,  is  levied  upon  these  articles,  except  that  the  "  duty  on 
articles  the  product  and  origin  of  the  countries  designated  in  Groups 
I  and  II "  (among  which  is  the  United  States)  is  placed  at  15  pesetas 
per  hectogram  (about  $0.90  per  troy  ounce)  net  weight. 

By  paragraph  No.  51,  "  Silver  jewelry,  with  or  without  pearls  or 
stones,  pays  a  customs  duty  of  5  pesetas  per  hectogram  net  weight 
(about  $0.30  per  troy  ounce). 

Under  paragraph  No.  62,  a  duty  of  3.60  i}esetas  per  hectogram  net 
weight  (about  $0.22  per  troy  ounce)  is  levied  on  gold,  silver,  and 
platinum  manufactured  into  other  articles,  and  in  semimanufac- 
tured jewelry."  A  note  in  the  Spanish  tariff  explains  that "  the  term 
jewelry  includes  all  small  articles,  whatever  their  standard  of  fine- 
ness, intended  generally  for  the  adornment  of  the  person." 

Tne  values  of  the  imports  into  Spain  of  jewelry  classified  under  the 
paragraphs  mentioned  have  been  for  the  past  three  years,  according 
to  oflicial  statistics,  as  follows: 


ClasslflcaUffl). 


By  par.  SO.. 
By  par.  51.. 
By  par.  53.. 


1»13 


167,680 
28,314 
67,633 


ItU 


$101,981 
26,314 
43,707 


lOU 


145,923 
23,850 
22,  «U 


Most  of  this  jewelry  came  from  Germany,  Franco,  and  England. 
Provisions  of  Law — Sale  of  False  Jewelry. 

According  to  Spanish  law,  it  is  not  permitted  that  gold  jewelry 
of  9  karats  be  marked  10  karats,  for  the  "fiel  contraste"  mark  on 
each  piece  of  gold  is  proof  that  the  number  of  karats  is  correctly 
specified. 

For  the  sale  of  false  jewelry  a  somewhat  wider  market  appeal's  to 
exist  in  Spain.  Gold-filled  jewelry,  especially  chains,  which  were 
formerly  imported  in  large  quantities  from  continental  countries, 
are  in  cfemand  here,  for  the  purchasing  public  is  exceptionally  fond 
of  personal  adornments  like  medallions,  brooches,  fantasy  combs, 
and  other  similar  articles,  which  are  for  sale  locally  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  bazaars  and  shops.  A  Barcelona  dealer  in  this  kind  of  jewelry 
states  that  probably  about  $190,000  worth  of  chains  could  be  im- 
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ported  into  Spain  yearly.    The  kind  most  used  is  of  copper,  gold 

filled. 

(Lists  of  dealers  in  fine  Jewelry  and  of  dealers  In  false  Jewelry  at  Barcelona, 
Spain,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
its.  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80326.] 

[Consul  G«aeral  J.  I.  Brlttatn,  Sydney,  Australia,  Aug-  10.] 

Conditions  in  Australian  ICarket. 

Large  quantities  of  the  gold  jewelry  used  in  Sydney  are  manufac- 
tured in  Australia.  Tlie  United  States  stamping  laws  would  not 
apply  on  jewelry  used  in  this  country,  as  the  English  hall  mark  is 
the  standard  here.  The  duty  on  imported  jewelry,  such  as  unset 
bracelets,  brooches^  necklets,  rings,  and  other  articles  prepared  for 
setting,  or  such  articles  set  with  imitation  precious  stones  and  jewelry 
commonly  known  as  rolled  gold,  also  jewelry  under  9  carats,  is  45 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  On  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  there 
is  a  preferential  tariff  of  35  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Most  of  the  jewelry  that  is  imported  comes  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  very  little  is  imported  from  the  United  States. 

[The  name  of  a  Sydney  firm,  which  may  be  addressed  by  American  exporters 
of  Jewelry,  Is  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  dis- 
trict or  cooi)erative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80699b.] 


HOSWEOIAN  CBOP  SEPOBT. 

(Consul  General  E.  Haldeman  Dennison,  Cbrlstlanla,  Sept.  1.] 

In  the  districts  south  of  Trondhjem  the  hay  crop,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, has  been  above  an  average  year.  The  quality  has  been 
very  good,  as  the  harvesting  was  effected  under  favorable  weather 
conditions.  In  the  ^omsdal  district  hay  is  reported  to  have  been 
damaged  through  rain.  Around  Trondhjem  the  crop  was  about  the 
average,  with  generally  good  quality;  in  north  Norway  it  has  been 
unsatisfactory;  around  Troms0  it  is  stated  to  be  30  to  40  per  cent 
below  average,  with  somewhat  better  results  in  Finmarken. 

Eye  has  been  cut  in  nearly  all  localities  but  is  not  yet  in  the  barns. 
In  the  southern  part,  and  in  those  districts  of  the  western  part  and 
around  Trondhjem  where  rye  is  grown,  the  crop  has  been  compara- 
tively good,  but  in  the  eastern  part,  where  rye  is  the  main  crop,  the 
result  is  a  good  deal  below  average. 

The  yields  of  barley  and  oats  will  generally  be  average  ones  in 
the  east  and  south;  in  the  western  part  and  around  Trondhjem  ap- 
pearances indicate  a  crop  above  average ;  in  north  Norway  the  pros- 
pects are  tmfavorable. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  country  and  around  Trondhjem  pota- 
toes and  turnips  look  well,  and  the  yield  there  will  probably  be  plenti- 
ful ;  for  the  rest  of  the  country  the  crops  will  likely  be  under  aver- 
age. Indications  are  that  the  crop  of  peas  will  be  an  average  one  in 
those  districts  •  where  the  cultivation  is  carried  on  on  a  large  scale. 
Other  vegetables  are  in  good  condition,  and  the  harvest  will  be  a 
good  one,  except  in  the  eastern  part,  where  dry  weather  has  un- 
favorably affected  the  result. 

The  fruit  crop  will  be  small  in  quantity  and  poor  in  quality  on 
account  of  the  ravages  of  insects,  which  seem  particularly  to  have 
attacked  the  apples.    The  berry  crop  will  be  fully  an  average  one. 
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CONSTRUCTION  WOEK. 
CASASA. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Bicbardsion,  Monet  on,  New  Brunswick,  Sept.  9.] 
New  School  Building  in  Koncton. 

There  has  just  been  completed  in  this  city  a  modern  three-story 
brick  and  stone  structure  known  as  the  Aberdeen  School,  which  has 
been  designed  to  accommodate  the  High  School  and  portions  of  the 
intermediate  and  primarj-  divisions.  The  work  has  been  carried  out 
by  local  contractors  at  a  cost  approximating  $100,000,  the  time  con- 
sumed in  construction  being  just  over  12  months. 

The  building  itself  is  about  60  feet  in  height.  Each  room  is  well 
lighted,  with  groups  of  three  windows  in  each  class  room  and  two 
singles,  making  five  in  all.  The  windows  in  the  corner  rooms  are 
so  located  that  the  light  only  comes  from  one  side,  thus  avoiding 
cross  lights.  The  roof  is  of  "'liopper  "  type  and  grades  to  the  center, 
disposing  of  the  rain  water,  through  central  conduits  running  down, 
inside  the  building.  The  roof  is  of  Sparham,  believed  to  be  the  most 
suitable  for  all  conditions  of  weatlier  and  especially  in  case  of  fire. 

Entrance  and  Exit  Facilities. 

Longitudinally  in  the  building  there  are  two  brick  walls,  running 
from  end  to  end,  one  each  side  of  the  corridor,  which  serve  to  add 
strength.  There  are  thi-ee  main  entrances,  one  in  the  center  through 
the  portico,  and  one  on  each  side.  There  are  two  exits  from  the 
large  basement  and  three  flights  of  stairs  leading  to  all  the  floors,  one 
in  the  center  and  one  at  each  end.  These  flights  ascend  to  the  top 
floor,  making  it  possible  to  empty  tlie  building  in  less  than  two 
minutes. 

Twenty  class  rooms  of  an  average  dimension  of  29  by  24  feet  have 
been  provided  and  in  these  it  is  intended  to  accommodate  1,000 
scholars. 

The  building  is  wired  for  electric  lighting  throughout.  It  is  also 
wired  for  an  intercommunicating  telephone  service,  electric  gongs, 
and  calls.  P^ire  fighting  equipment  is  on  every  floor.  The  basement 
contains  many  rooms,  including  indoor  playgrounds  for  stormy 
weatlier,  lavatories,  and  a  shooting  gallery  80  feet  long  by  5  feet  wide. 
There  are  also  lavatories  on  the  third  floor  for  teachers  and  scholars. 
There  are  sanitary  drinking  fountains  in  each  corridor. 

CUBA. 

[Consul  K.  M.  Bartleman,  Clenfuegos.  Sept.  15.1 

Tlirough  the  recent  sale  and  reorganization  now  in  process  of  the 
Cienfuegos,  Palmira  and  Cruces  Electric  Railway  and  Power  Co., 
of  this  city,  the  writer  is  informed  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  the 
extension  of  the  line  in  operation  from  the  present  terminal  in 
Caimao  to  Cruces,  a  distance  of  24  kilometers  (15  miles).  For  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  the  contractor  is  now  in  the  market  for  rail- 
way construction  material  as  follows :  A.  S.  C.  E.  70-pound  rail  and 
corresponding  accessories,  electrical  and  shop  machinery,  oil-driven 
engines,  and  other  material  relative  to  railway  construction,  main- 
tenance, and  operation. 
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The  above  company  has  for  the  past  3^  years  been  operating 
approximately  10  kilometers  of  single  standard-gauge  track  with 
the  storage-battery  ^stem,  which,  the  present  general  manager 
states,  wiD  be  retained  until  such  time  as  may  become  available 
power  generated  at  the  water  site,  where  a  large  power  plant  is  to  be 
erected. 

There  is  also  under  consideration,  the  manager  further  stated,  the 
extension  of  lines  into  at  least  one,  possibly  two,  districts  of  the  city 
at  present  without  service. 

{Tbe  name  and  address  of  the  contractor  referred  to  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck»mmerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
olBccs.     Refer  to  file  No.  80408.] 

PAKAKA. 

[ConsQl  Julius  D.  Drchcr,  Colon,  Sept.  12.] 

Improrements  in.  Colon-CristobaL 

A  good  many  improvements  of  various  kinds  are  being  made  in 
Colon-Chistobal.  Tnis  office  has  reported  the  completion  within  a 
^ort  time  of  the  Colon  Hospital,  which  is  under  the  management  of 
the  Panama  Canal  authorities  [see  Commerce  Eeports  for  May  10, 
1916] ;  the  beginning  of  the  reinforced  concrete  school  building  for 
the  children  of  Panama  Canal  employees  [see  Commerce  Reports 
for  Aug.  23,  1916] ;  and  the  letting  of  the  contract  by  the  city  of 
Colon  For  a  new  municipal  building  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Aug.  24, 1916].  In  Colon  also  a  concrete  building  is  under  construc- 
tion for  the  accommodation  of  the  hospital  staff  and  employees;  in 
Cristobal  concrete  buildings  are  nearly  completed  for  Panama  Canal 
offices  and  for  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  a  large  concrete  hotel 
building  for  canal  employees  is  well  under  way.  A  new  pier  will 
soon  be  ready  to  aid  in  accommodating  the  increasing  shipping  of 
the  port  of  Cristobal. 
Use  of  Beclaimed  lAnd  for  Baildixg  Purposes. 

A  large  undertaking  has  been  begun  in  Colon.  The  Panama  Rail- 
road Co.,  which  owns  almost  all  the  land  on  which  this  city  is  built, 
has  some  300  acres  of  unoccupied  land  which  was  reclaimed  from 
swamp  four  years  ago  by  means  of  suction  dredges.  An  area  of 
nearly  20  acres  of  this  land  is  being  filled  in  to  a  sufficient  depth  to 
make  it  suitable  for  residential  purposes.  The  earth  for  fiUmg  in 
the  land,  between  90,000  and  100,000  cubic  yards,  is  brought  by  rail 
from  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Hope,  2  miles  south  of  the  city,  aiid  the 
temporary  tracks  are  moved  along  as  the  grading  proceeds.  Plans 
have  already  been  made  by  the  building  division  of  the  Panama 
Canal  to  erect  early  next  year  on  this  land  19  frame  buildings  intended 
for  four  families  each  and  25  houses  for  one  family  each,  thus  provid- 
ing accommodations  for  100  families  of  Panama  Canal  employees. 
Most  of  these  families  will  be  moved  from  Cristobal,  where  it  is  de- 
sirable to  make  room  for  buildings  needed  for  various  purposes. 

At  present  there  is  only  one  highway  leading  out  of  Colon,  that  to 
Gatun,  7  miles  south  of  the  city.  Another  road,  16  feet  wide,  has  just 
b€«n  graded  on  the  east  side  of  Folks  River  between  Mount  Hope 
and  Fort  Randolph  at  Margarita  Point.  This  road,  which  is  about 
6  miles  long,  will  be  macadamized  during  the  next  dry  season. 
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LIVE  STOCK  AND  MEAT  INDITSTBY  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  Grneral  Alfred  A.  Wloslon-,  Auckland,  Aug.  31.] 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Live  Stock  Divi- 
sion of  the  Dopartment  of  Agriculture,  Industries,  and  Commerce 
of  New  Zealand,  the  stock-raising  interests  of  the  country  enjoyed 
a  jM-osperoHs  year  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  191C. 

Tuberculosis  among  cattle  seems  to  be  the  most  serious  disease 
that  the  New  Zealand  authorities  have  to  contend  with  and  this 
really  does  not  seem  to  be  serious  for  the  reason  that  the  percentage 
is  low  and  is  being  carefully  watched,  as  indicated  by  the  following 
table  giving  the  number  of  cattle  examined  during  the  j'ears  men- 
tioned, which  covers  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31 : 


Years. 

Number 
o(  cattle 
examined. 

Number 

found  at- 

(ectBd  in 

any  degree. 

FeroenUg* 
found  tu- 
bercular. 

1013-14 

2W7.381 
283,217 
308,306 

15,182 
18,758 
22,202 

7.00 

1«14-16 

e.<B 

191&.16 

7.  SO 

Animals  Slaughtered. 

The  slaughterhouse  inspection  system  in  New  Zealand  is  quite 
thorough,  and  all  stock  slaughtered,  even  in  tlie  smaller  places,  is 
supposed  to  be  inspected,, and  is,  so  far  as  inspectors  can  be  sap- 
plied.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  there  were 
308,305  cattle,  33,770  calves,  3,731,643  slieep,  4,005,100  lambs,  and 
169,715  hogs  inspected  at  time  of  slaughter  in  this  Dominion.  This 
shows  an  increase  in  all  lines  with  the  exception  of  lambs,  which 
decreased  307,781  carcasses  over  1015.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
32,684  hogs  were  killed  and  dressed  by  farmers  under  the  exemption 
clause  of  tlie  act. 

CONDITIONS  IN  SICILIAN  NTTT  TBADE. 

(Consul  Samuel  H.  Shank,  Palermo,  Italy,  Aug.  80.) 

Last  year's  crop  of  almonds  was  about  one-fourth  of  a  normal 
yield,  consequently  there  are  practically  no  1915  nuts  left.  The  new 
crop  appears  very  good,  and  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  a 
production  of  350,000  bags  of  220  pounds  each.  Prices  are  Aveak 
and  there  is  little  speculation.  Quotations  for  September  and  Oc- 
tober shipments  are  100  to  115  shillings  ($24.35  to  $28)  per  himdred- 
weight  of  112  pounds,  f.  o.  b.  Sicilian  ports. 

The  stock  of  last  year's  filbei-ts  has  been  sold  out.  Estimates  for 
this  year's  production  are  100,000  bags  of  220  pounds.  Speculation 
has  l)een  rife  and  prices  have  attained  a  height  that  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  maintain  unless  the  demand  from  the  United  States 
rtnd  other  consuming  countries  should  become  more  active.  Germany 
formerly  consumed  one-half  of  the  crop,  and  now  that  this  market 
is  closed  other  outlets  must  be  found.  Prices  quoted  for  October 
delivery,  f.  o.  b.  Sicilian  ports,  are  88  shillings  per  220  pounds  ($9.70 
per  100  pounds) . 

The  pistachio  crop  is  a  poor  one.  No  estimate  can  be  given. 
Prices  quoted  are  2  shillings  9  pence  ($0.67)  per  pound  for  the  1916 
crop  and  3  shillings  4  pence  ($0.81)  for  nuts  of  the  1916  crop,  f.  o.  b. 
Sicilian  poi-ts. 
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SWISS  HAAKET  AHD  PSODUCTIOH  OF  AMXITNITION. 

[Consul  General  Frands  B.  Kcene,  Zarlcb,  Ang.  18.1 

The  rifle  anununition  most  widely  used  in  Switzerland  is  the 
so-called  war  ammnnition,  manufactured  by  the  Federal  Ammuni- 
tion Factories  at  Thun,  Canton  of  Berne,  and  Altorf,  Canton  of 
Uri.  The  cartridges  are  similar  to  the  Eemington  and  Mauser 
7-millimeter  products,  with  rounded  "  patched  ''^  bullets  or  with 
pointed  bullets.  The  Swiss  ordnance  rifle  has  a  7.5-millimeter  cali- 
ber. No  other  ordnance  ammunition  than  that  manufactured  in 
tiie  Swiss  Government  factories  is  permitted  to  be  used  in  the  official 
military  rifles. 

Swiss  War  Anunvnitlon  TTsed  Exclusively  in  Competitions. 

For  private  rifles,  the  so-called  "  stutzers,"  the  war  ammunition,  is 
almost  exclusively  used  because  the  caliber  of  the  barrel  and  the 
cartridge  chamber  are  especially  made  to  fit  this  product.  At  all 
diooting  competitions  held  in  Switzerland,  whether  Federal,  can- 
tonal, or  municipal,  the  Swiss  war  ammunition  is  exclusively  used, 
no  other  makes  being  permitted.  The  principal  reason  for  this  is 
that  the  target  fields  correspond  with  the  degree  of  precision  of  the 
ammunition  and  of  the  weapons.  Both  kinds  of  cartridges,  with 
rounded  and  pointed  bullets,  are  still  used,  but  the  latter  nave  the 
advantage  of  possessing  a  greater  precision. 

The  ammimition  for  the  ordnance  pistol  and  revolver  is  also 
manufactured  by  the  Government,  and  the  use  of  or  practice  with 
any  other  make  is  strictly  forbidden.  For  hunting  purposes,  how- 
ever, some  ammunition  is  imported  into  Switzerland.  Before  the 
war  this  came  chiefly  from  Germany,  because  experiments  have  been 
made  in  that  coimtry,  in  order  to  comply  in  every  respect  with  the 
requirements  here.  The  ammunition  factories  there  operate  on  a 
very  large  scale,  and  were  in  a  position  to  sell  their  product  on  this 
market  at  comparatively  low  prices.  Swiss  hunters  as  a  rule  are 
very  conservative  in  the  selection  of  their  ammunition,  and  when 
thev  have  tried  out  a  certain  brand  with  satisfactory  results  it  is 
difficult  to  induce  them  to  try  another  brand. 
Special  Sliops  Designated  by  Oovemment 

For  the  sale  of  Swiss  ordnance  ammunition  for  rifles,  pistols,  and 
revolvei-s,  special  shops  are  designated  by  the  Grovemment.  In  the 
cities  and  larger  towns  there  are  always  several  such  shops.  The 
importation  and  sale  of  any  other  kinds  of  ammunition  are  in  no 
way  restricted. 

The  Swiss  ordnance  rifle  cartridges  are  sold  at  50  centimes  (9.7 
cents)  per  10  cartridges,  but  the  actual  cost  of  production  to  the 
Federal  Government  is  said  to  I)e  11  centimes  (2.1  cents)  per  car- 
tridge. Pistol  cartridges  are  : .  ;1  at  96  centimes  (18J  cents)  a  box, 
containing  24  cartridges.  The  cost  of  producing  these  is  not  exactly 
known,  but  it  is  said  to  be  somewhat  higher  than  the  selling  price. 
The  stated  reasons  for  selling  ammunition  not  only  without  profit 
but  even  under  the  actual  cost  of  production  are : 

1.  To  encourage  and  promote  the  practice  of  shooting  in  the 
country. 

2.  To  use  up  and  replace  continuously  the  stocks  of  war  ammuni- 
tion and  thus  avoid  their  becoming  useless  as  a  result  of  long  storage. 
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Consnuption  by  Troops  Small  in  Times  of  Peace. 

In  times  of  peace  the  consumption  of  ammunition  by  the  troops 
is  small  compared  with  that  of  the  numerous  Swiss  shooting  societies, 
and  it  takes  about  six  years  in  Switzerland  to  use  up  completely  the 
old  stock  of  rifle  ammunition.  In  other  countries,  where  the  prac- 
tice of  shooting  is  not  so  highly  developed  or  exercised  to  such  a 
great  extent,  it  takes  10  yeai-s  and  more  to  consume  the  entire  stocks. 
This,  of  coiu'se,  is  to  the  great  advantage  of  Switzerland,  inasmuch 
as  the  war  stocks  in  this  country  are  thus  always  of  more  recent 
manufactui-e.  The  storage  difficulty  can  not,  however,  be  entirely 
overcome,  because  each  State  must  have,  in  case  of  war,  a  fairly 
large  reserve  of  ammunition  for  the  first  few  months. 

The  Swiss  import  duty  for  ammunition  is  50  francs  ($9.65)  per 
100  kilos  (220  pounds)  and  is  figured  on  the  gross  weight,  including 
all  packing  material. 

So  far  as  this  consulate  general  has  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  are 
no  Federal  laws  restricting  in  any  way  the  sale  of  ammunition,  other 
than  the  ordnance  ammunition  mentioned,  which  is  manufactured  by 
the  factories  of  the  Federal  Government.  Everybody  has  the  right  to 
sell  all  other  ammunition,  but  it  is  imderstood  that  some  restrictions 
are  placed  on  the  sale  of  powder. 

Imp{»Tts  of  Ammunition  of  All  Kinds. 

The  imports  of  ammunition  of  all  kinds  by  countries  during  1913 
and  1914  were : 


Countries. 


Gennany 

Unltod  StaW; 
Italy 


1913 


$32,193 

2,470 

154 


1914 


(15,826 
1,467 
1.467 


Countrias. 


BelKhun 

France 

United  Kingdom 


19U 


tZ.OM 

1. 158 
1.081 


1914 


*I,1SS 

772 


In  the  statistics  for  1915  that  have  thus  far  been  published  there 
is  no  indication  that  any  ammunition  has  been  imported  during 
that  period. 

The  Federal  Government  itself  imports  ammunition  only  in  case 
the  home  production  is  not  sufficient.  This,  however,  applies  only 
to  artillery  ammunition,  such  as  grenades,  shrapnel,  etc.  For  the 
ordnance  rifles,  revolvei"s,  and  pistols  there  has  been  no  need  of 
imports.  The  Swiss  factories  are  capable  of  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  the  country.  Ammunition  is  imported  chiefly  by  dealers 
in  firearms. 

Shootintr  Societies  Keceive  Annual  Subsidies. 

The  Swiss  shooting  societies  buy  all  their  ammimition  from  the 
Federal  ammunition  depot,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  use  any  other 
brand  than  that  manufactured  in  the  Federal  ammunition  factories 
at  Thun  and  Altorf.  In  case  any  society  should  decrde  to  use  another 
brand  the  Federal  Government  woiUd  immediately  withdraw  its 
annual  subsidy  by  means  of  which  these  societies  are  supported. 

For  hunting  purposes  shot  shells  are  used  exclusively,  as  there  is 
no  big  game  in  this  country.  The  game  consists  chieny  of  hares, 
foxes,  deer,  chamois,  etc.,  as  well  as  wild  ducks  and  partridges. 
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The  American  ammunition  seen  here  is  principally  for  Browning 
pistols  and  Flobert  rifles. 

Cartridges  for  the  Swiss  market  are  put  up  in  light  cardboard 
boxes,  containing  10, 12,  and  24  cartridges  each,  and  these  are  placed 
in  heavy  wooden  cases  for  shipment. 

lUsts  of  arms  factories  and  dealers  In  firearms  in  ^witzeriand  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district 
or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80260.] 


AMEBICAN  CONSITLAE  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  en  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  busiress  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

m 

Address. 

Ii«apg«fd.  Walter  A 

Colombo,  CeyloD 

HavreLmnoe 

St.  Gall,Swltierlaiid.. 
BrfetoI.Eni^d 

Oct.   14 

Oct.  ai 

Nov.    1 

Osbonw,  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  WasUngton,  D.  C. 
Do. 

VVrt,  WlllhPI  J 

Amstronf,  John  H 

1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Ud. 
Department  oJ  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkars,  N.  Y. 

GraoCT,  Wilbur  T.« 

Seville/ Spab 

Oct.  30 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  IS 

Port    LlmoD,    Costa 

Rica. 
Cateary,  Alberta,  Can- 
Georgetown,  Guiana.. 

nnm^  TTarflU  P 

Saugcrtles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Chambarlln,  George  E.^. . . . 

Uonte\'tdeo,'  Cruguay. 

C/o  District  Office,  Boreau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409^ 
Costomlioase,  New  York  City. 

*  Ur.  Gracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferencei  with  American  exporters  in  eastern  cities 
interested  In  tbe  Spanlsb  trade  dnrine  bis  visit  In  tbc  United  States. 

*Mr.  Cbamberlib  expects  to  arrive  in  New  York  between  October  8  and  14,  and  he  will 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  appointments  with  business  bouses  In  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  information  concerning  trade  conditions  In  liis  district.  His  address  until  the 
day  of  his  arrival  will  be  In  care  of  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

•  Ur.  Spabr  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
confer  with  those  Interested  in  the  Uruguayan  trade. 


BEANCH  HOUSES  AND  FOBEIGN  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

The  American  commercial  attach^  in  London  desires  to  receive  the 
addresses  of  branch  houses  and  general  agents  of  American  business 
concerns  in  England.  Companies  with  branch  houses  and  general 
agents  abroad — in  other  countries  as  well  as  England — are  invited 
to  notify  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  of  their  addresses,  in  order  that  the  commercial  attaches 
may  more  fully  assist  them. 

Many  American  houses  have  found  it  advantageous  to  instruct 
their  branch  managers  and  other  foreign  representatives  to  call  on 
the  commercial  attach^  and  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  them. 
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FOEEION  TBADE  OPPOBTUinTIES. 

RcKervod  addresses  may  be  obtnined  from  the  Bnreitn  and  its  dJatrlct  ofllces.  ncquest 
(or  each  opportunity  •should  be  on  a  sepnrntc  sheet  and  stftte  opportnnltr  nnmber. 
The  Bnreen  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibllit}-  as  to'tnc  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Catalogues,  samples,  etc..  No.  22613. — An  American  consular  offlcer  In  Japan 
writes  that  catalogues  of  goods,  price  lists,  and  samples  are  desired  for 
the  use  of  a  newly  established  sample  room  of  a  commercial  museum  la 
his  district.  A 'monthly  trade  journal  In  English  is  now  being  published 
by  the  museum.  ''Vhere  practicable  samples  should  be  forwarded  by  parcel 
post. 

Machinery,  No.  22614. — An  American  consular  offlcer  In  France  reports  that 
a  uierchnut  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placetl  In  touch  with  American 
manufacturei"s  of  unthreading  machines  for  cotton  and  woolen  materials. 
Correspondence  and  printed  matter  should  be  in  French  and  measurements, 
etc.,  stated  In  the  metric  system. 

ilachincru,  No.  22615. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  Central  America  re- 
ports a  po.ssIble  demand  for  a  small  plant  for  the  reduction  of  beef  into 
beef  extract,  fats,  and  by-products.    Correspondence  in  English. 

Paper,  No.  22616. — A  firm  In  northern  Italy  advises  an  American  consular 
oiflcer  that  It  Is  In  the  market  for  printing  ond  lithographic  paper.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English.  Payment  will  be  made  against  docu- 
ments in  New  York.    References. 

Machinery,  No.  22617. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  Australia  transmits 
the  name  and  address  of  a  clotldug  nuinufacturer  who  wishes  to  enter 
into  conununicntion  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  mak- 
ing troHser  buckles,  suspender  and  garter  clips,-  btitton  molds,  and  other 
articles  pertaining  to  wearing  a|>parel  for  men  and  women.  A  complete 
list  of  the  machines  desired  may  be  <>l>tained  from,  and  samples  of  buttons 
and  button  molds,  etc.,  to  be  jiroduced,  may  be  laspected  at  the  Bureau  or 
Its  district  offlce.s.    Reference. 

Aoricultiiral  implements.  No.  22618. — .\  man  in  the  Philippines  asks  the  Bureau 
to  send  him  a  list  of  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  agricultural  Imple- 
ments, esjieclally  of  plows. 

Machinery,  No.  22619. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from  Canada 
for  the  names  and  addresses  of  firms  manufacturing  machinery  for  making 
paper  bags. 

Barium  sulphate.  No.  22620. — A  business  man  in  Spain  desires  to  enter  Into 
commercial  relations  with  Importers  and  others  in  the  United  States  in- 
terested in  the  purchase  of  "  barltina,"'  an  analysis  of  which  shows  98.96 
per  cent  of  barium  sulphate,  containing  33.97  per  cent  sulphuric  acid  and 
64.99  per  cent  of  oxide  of  barium. 

Colored  tissue  paper.  No.  22621. — A  paper  company  in  the  United  States  writes 
the  Bureau  that  its  agents  in  South  America  are  In  the  market  for  large 
quantities  of  tissue  paper  in  all  colora.  Including  white,  to  be  packed  24 
sheets  to  the  quire  and  20  quires  to  the  ream.  A  sample  of  the  tissue  paper 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Miscel- 
laneous No.  154.) 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEION  AKS  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DISI'RICT  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBK:  Boom  109,  CaitonlioBse. 

B08T0Mi  1801  Caatoialioase. 

CHICASO:  604  Fe<lenl  BalldlM- 

8T.  LOVIS:  40S  tUii  Ifatloul  Baak  BilMlag. 

ATLANTA:  531  Port  OBee  BilMlaf- 

NEW  OBLEANS:  lOSO  Hlb«nd»  Bank  Billdlic. 

SAN  FBANaSCO:  S07  Cutomhone. 

BEATTLE:  848  Btnj  BilMlag. 


COOPERATIVE  OFHCES. 

CUETBLAND:  Cbusber  of  Oosuaeree. 
CINXINNATI:  Cbaabtr  «(  Commeice. 
CINCINJIATI:  C,  5.  0.  *  T.  P.  Br.  C«. 
LOS  ANOELESt  Chanber  of  Conoierc*. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamktr  of  Cmomtm. 
GHATTANOOCIA:  Soatk  AMCrleaB  Agcat,  Swrtk- 

cm  B|r.  Co. 
POBTLANB,  OBBfl.i  Chaalwr  of  Cemmtrt*. 
DATTON:  flmtcr  DajrtOB  Anoetatloa. 

wxauiHOTOn  :  oovebnuixt  pstktiko  offici  :  uit 
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BESTAICnONS  ON  OBASS  SEEDS  FOR  NORWAT. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consniate  genera),  London,  Oct.  4.] 

The  British  authorities  annmince  that  no  further  autliorizations 
will  be  issued  for  the  exportation  of  grass  seeds  to  Norway,  and  of 
asbestos  to  Sweden  until  further  notice.  [It  is  assumed  thtit  letters 
of  assurance  for  such  shipments  will  likewise  l)e  witliheld  for  thQ 
present.] 

FRENCH  EXPORT  EMBARGOES. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  consulate  general,  ParlH,  Oct.  5.1 

A  decree  of  October  3  pi-ohibits  the  expoi-t  transit,  etc.,  from 
October  6,  of  silk  in  cocoons  or  raw  or  thrown,  and  dyed  or  thrown 
and  dj-ed  silk;  floss  silk  and  byssus;  floss  and  coarse  silk  thread; 
sewing,  embroidery,  passementery,  cords,  and  other  silk  thread; 
artificial  silk  thread  stock;  silk  or  floss  fabrics,  pure  or  mixed, 
and  all  artificial  silk  fabrics.  The  decree  is  subject  to  the  usual 
exceptions. 

AMENDMENT  TO  BRITISH  CONTRABAND  JJST. 

A  proclamation  of  October  .3,  reported  by  the  American  consul 
general  at  London,  states : 

"The  following  articles  will  be  treated  as  absolute  contraband  in 
addition  to  those  set  out  in  our  royal  proclamations :  Insulating  ma- 
terials, raw  and  manufactured;  fatty  acids;  cadmium,  cadmiimi 
alloys,  and  cadmium  ore;  albumen.  And  we  do  hereby  further 
declare  that  as  fi'om  this  date  the  following  amendment.s  shall  be 
made  in  schedule  I  of  our  royal  proclamation  of  the  14th  day  of 
October,  1915 :  For  item  6,  '  paraffin  wax,'  there  shall  be  substituted 
'waxes  of  all  kinds.'  And  we  do  hereby  further  declare  that  the 
following  article  shall  be  treated  as  conditional  contraband :  Yeast." 

[Schedule  I  contains  the  list  of  absolute  contraband.  The  Foreign  Office  has 
stated,  however,  as  noted  In  CoMMBatcE  Reports  for  April  24,  that  In  actual 
practice  no  dtetlnctlon  between  absolute  and  conditional  contraband  Is  rec- 
ognized.] 
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HABEET  FOB  FUma  CABIHETS  DT  WEST  AFBICA. 

IConsiul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Aug.  22.] 

There  are  no  firms  in  West  Africa,  so  far  as  this  consulate  has 
been  able  to  learn,  who  are  engaged  in  selling  filing  devices  or  cabi- 
nets, or  any  office  supjjlies  other  than  those  for  desk  use.  But  any 
one  of  the  large  firms  in  the  commercial  centers,  especially  the  port 
towns,  could  serve  well  as  agent  for  such  goods,  if  induced  to  keep 
samples  on  hand.  In  the  opinion  of  the  consulate,  considerable  busi- 
ness could  be  done  in  this  line  after  the  close  of  the  European  war; 
but  until  that  time  little,  if  anything,  will  be  done  in  the  way  of  im- 
proving office  conveniences.  Before  the  war  there  was  a  fairly  large 
demand  for  office  furnishings  by  both  the  commercial  people  and  the 
different  departments  of  the  colonial  governments. 

Method  of  Oetting  West  African  Trade. 

American  exporters  interested  in  selling  to  West  African  buyers 
should  send  circulars  and  price  lists  to  at  least  two  or  three  of  the 
most  important  firms  in  each  of  the  principal  seaport  towns.  Those 
in  the  French  colonies  should  be  addressed  in  the  French  language. 
The  government  authorities  can  be  reached  by  addressing  the  Direc- 
tor of  Public  Works,  or  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  name  of  the 
colony  following.  These  officials,  as  a  rule,  either  make  purchases  or 
recommend  them. 

To  reach  the  proper  officials  in  tlie  French  colonies,  address  all 
communications  m  the  French  language  to  Le  Secretaire  General  du 
Gouvernement  du  Senegal.  For  each  of  the  French  colonies  the 
name  of  the  colony  should  come  last,  as  Senegal  above,  the  name  of 
the  post  office  in  the  colony  not  being  necessary.  In  each  case  the 
official  addressed  should  be  requested  to  refer  the  communication  to 
the  proper  department. 

Steel  furniture  would  suit  West  Africa  l)est,  on  account  of  the 
climate — the  long  dry  and  wet  seasons.  The  climate  is  very  hard  on 
wood  furniture,  especially  when  it  is  veneered  or  is  not  made  of 
heavy  materials.  Steel  cabinets,  however,  rust  quickly  when  the 
enamel  is  broken. 

If  manufacturers  desire  to  advertise  in  West  African  journals, 
they  would  do  well  to  address  the  following : 

L'A.  O.  F.,  Dakar,  Senegal;  daily  except  Sunday.  Communica- 
tions should  be  in  the  French  language.  This  paper  is  read  by  most 
of  the  French  in  West  Africa. 

The  Sierre  Leone  Weekly  News,  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone  j  read  by 
many  Europeans  and  most  educated  natives  in  the  British  West 
African  colonies. 

Ai^ntine  Electric  Lamp  Co. 

A  recently  organized  company  is  initiating  the  manufacture  of 
electric  lamps  in  Argentina,  according  to  a  notice  in  the  Revista  de 
Economia  y  Finanzas  of  September  2.  This  company,  which  oper- 
ates under  tlie  name  of  La  Compania  Argentina  de  Lfimparas  El^- 
tricas  Z,  has  imported  machinery  and  apparatus  for  its  plant,  and 
expects  to  be  able  to  offer  the  public  in  October  the  first  electric  lamps 
of  Argentine  manufacture. 
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FBOSTTCnON  OF  EDIBLE  BEANS  IN  HANCHUBIA. 

[Consnl  General  P.  S.  Helntzleman,  Mukden,  China,  Aug.  22.] 

Tlie  nonedible,  oil-producing  soya  bean  is  the  principal  bean  of 
commerce  and  export  in  the  Mukden  oonsnlnr  district,  nnd  is  pro- 
duced in  lai'ge  quantities.  Edible  beans  are  produced  for  home  con- 
sumption. However,  in  normal  crop  years  a  surphis  of  edible  beans 
is  usually  available  for  export  after  the  home  demand  has  been  sup- 
plied.   Reports  indicate  that  this  year's  crop  will  be  normal. 

The  principal  edible  beans  are  "hsiao-tou"  and  "lu-tou."  The 
former  consists  of  three  varieties — red,  which  is  considered  of  an 
excellent  quality;  white,  which  compares  with  the  American  navy 
bean;  and  one  of  mixed  colore,  red,  white,  black,  and  marble.  The 
lu-tou,  a  gi-een  bean,  is  used  principally  in  the  manufacture  of  vermi- 
celli and  starch.  The  quantity  of  edible  beans  available  for  export 
from  this  district  in  the  past  few  yeare  has  been  roughly  from  7,000 
to  10,000  tons  per  year.  The  hsiao-tou  is  exported  chiefly  to  Japan, 
while  the  lu-tou  is  exported  to  China  proper. 

The  present  market  prices  of  these  beans  are:  Hsiao-tou,  white, 
2.2  cents  gold  per  pound;  red,  1.4  cents;  mixed,  1.5  cents;  lu-tou, 
1.4  cents.  No  attention  is  given  to  the  sorting  and  grading  of  these 
beans.  After  scraping  them  up  from  the  thrashing  floor  the  farmer 
separates  them  from  pods  and  dust  by  tossing  them  into  the  air, 
after  which  they  are  packed  in  bags  of  about  133  poimds  each. 

Most  of  the  beans  from  this  distinct  are  collected  at  and  exix)rted 
from  Dairen.  The  railway  freight  rates  on  beans,  per  ton,  in  car- 
load lots,  to  Dairen  and  Newchwang  from  the  principal  shipping 
points  are:  From  Changchun,  $4.14  gold  per  ton,  436  miles;  Kung- 
choling,  $3.99  gold,  398  miles;  Ssupuigkai,  $3.64  gold.  365  miles; 
Kaiyuan,  $2.84  gold,  312  miles;  Tiehlmg.  $2.49  gold,  202  iuiles;  Muk- 
den, $1.99  gold,  248  miles. 

lA  list  of  exporterK  In  the  Mukden  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Don»estle  Couiinerce,  Us  district  or  ooojieratlve 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80778.] 


CANADIANS  FEEPABEI)  TO  BTTT  AHEBICAN  HABIIONICAS. 

IConRUl  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  SepL  28.] 

Three  different  importers  at  Kingston  have  asked  the  American 
consulate  to  draw  the  attention  of  American  manufacturers  to  the 
opportunity  now  existing  here  for  the  sale  of  harmonicas. 

Prior  to  the  European  Avar  these  mouth  organs  were  imported  ex- 
clusively from  Europe.  Dealers  are  now  compelled  to  look  else- 
where for  their  Christmas  stocks.  The  firms  mentioned  are  prepared 
to  give  large  orders.  One  dealer  said :  "  I  have  only  one  harmonica 
in  stock,  and  if  I  can  not  purchase  these  goods  in  your  country  I 
don't  know  what  I  shall  do."  With  the  introtluction  of  this  line  of 
goods  on  the  Kingston  market  other  Christmas  articles  of  a  similar 
nature  may  follow. 

There  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  to 
sell  goods  of  all  kinds  in  Canada.  With  the  American  trade  once 
firmly  established,  it  would,  I  believe,  be  held  for  years  to  come. 

lA  list  of  Importers  of  harmonicas  at  Kingston  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Boieaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommerce,  it  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  80702.1  ^  , 
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COHSTBUCTIOn  WOBK. 

BOaVIA. 

[American  Minigter  John  D.  O'Bear,  La  Ptz,  Ang.  2S.] 
New  Electric  Ballway. 

The  Congress  of  Bolivia  authorized  in  1915  the  construction  of  the 
La  Paz-Yungas  electric  railway,  which  will  run  through  the  fertile 
district  of  Yungas  in  the  Department  of  La  Paz,  and  it  is  generally 
believed  this  will  be  the  best-paying  line  in  Bolivia  when  finished. 
An  expenditure  of  $2,400,000  was  authorized,  the  funds  to  be  pro- 
vided oy  the  departmental  treasury,  or  a  bond  issue,  guaranteed  by 
the  Government,  to  be  issued  by  the  prefecture  of  LaFaz,the  intere^ 
and  amortization  to  be  met  by  the  tax  on  cocoa  leaves,  which  is  esti- 
mated as  more  than  sufficient  to  attend  to  this  obligation. 

The  Government  placed  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works  in  charge 
of  the  construction,  and  work  was  immediately  be^un  with  the  accu- 
mulated tax  collections  of  last  year,  the  line  havmg  been  surveyed 
and  earthworks  constructed  to  kilometer  27,  which  is  at  the  top  of 
the  highest  mountain  to  be  crossed. 

The  revenues  of  the  Department  of  La  Paz  designated  for  the  in- 
terest and  amortization  of  the  loan  are  as  follows:  (a)  The  savings  of 
the  departmental  treasury  of  La  Paz  during  the  year  1915;  (b)  the 
general  revenue  of  the  I>epartment  of  La  Paz,  and  specially  the  re- 
imbursement corresponding  to  the  revenue  on  the  additional  cocoa;- 
leaf  taxes;  (c)  the  branch  railway  possessed  by  the  Government  be- 
tween the  Arica-La  Paz  Railway  and  the  Corocoro  raining  district; 
(d)  the  nation's  revenues  from  railway  concessions  in  force. 

Besides  the  above,  the  line  whose  construction  is  authorized  is  also 
given  as  a  guaranty.  It  is  exempt  from  duties  on  the  imports  of 
materials  required  for  the  completion  of  the  road  and  in  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  new  line.  .A  zone  privilege  is  also  granted  the  railway  for 
a  limited  number  of  years. 

CANADA. 

[Consul  Udwara  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Kninfuvlok,  Sept.   15.] 

Kiver  Improvement  at  Hew  Bmnswiok  Port*. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Dominion  Department  of  Public  Works 
will  soon  begin  the  dredging  of  the  Oromocto  shoals.  When  this  vj 
done  to  a  15-foot  depth  it  is  said  that  a  15-foot  channel  will  exist  in 
the  St.  John  River  from  Fredericton  to  the  city  of  St.  John.  As  the 
building  of  the  Government  railway  progresses  it  is  likely  that  those 
interested  in  river  traffic  on  the  St.  John  will  realize  the  need  of  all 
possible  improvement  in  the  channel,  for  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
way will  give  additional  communication  along  the  river. 

A  dredging  company  of  Boston  is  completing  a  contract  for 
dredging  the  St.  Croix  River  between  the  towns  of  Calais.  Me.,  and 
St.  Stephen.  Tlie  work  will  make  more  accessible  the  various  lumber, 
coal,  and  passenger  wharves  of  the  two  towns. 

SIAK. 

[Vic-0  Consul  Curl  C.  Hanson,  RinKkok,  Anc  17.1 

Constmotion  ot  Bridges,  Ballwayt,  etc. 

The  Siamese  l)udget  i-stiniates  for  tlie  fiscal  year  1910-17  provide 
$148,000  for  the  con.stnu-ti<>n  of  bridges  and  roads  in  the  Provinces, 
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the  intentions  being  to  facilitate  a  freer  movement  of  merchandise 
within  the  Kingdom,  and  to  increase  the  trafSc  for  goods  and  passen- 
gers on  the  new  railways. 

For  the  maintenance  of  existing  waterways,  including  destruction 
of  the  "Java  weed  "  the  sum  of  $200,000  has  been  set  aside. 

The  amount  allotted  by  Sian»»  budget  for  tlie  construction  of 
the  southern  railway  extension  for  the  current  year  is  $2,326,1)30,  a 
reduction  of  $625,670,  as  compared  with  the  grant  for  last  year,  the 
reduction  being  maiidy  due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  require- 
ments for  rails  and  steelwork  for  bridges  have  been  completed,  but 
the  allotment  for  the  branch  lines  of  this  railway,  however,  shows  an 
advance  of  $217,190  over  last  year,  or  a  total  of  $254,190.  The  branch 
lines  were  nearly  completed  lasi.  year,  but  were  seriously  damaged, 
owing  to  heavy  floods  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  and  hence 
the  increased  appropriation,  which  also  includes  the  first  grant  of 
about  $148,000  for  tlie  construction  of  a  new  terminus  for  the  south- 
em  line  which  is  estimated  to  cost  about  $370,000. 

For  the  northei-n  railway  extension  the  sum  of  $1,332,000  is  allo- 
cated, and  for  the  completion  of  the  new  royal  audience  hall  the 
sum  of  $129,500  has  been  set  aside. 

Appropriations  for  Irrigation  Purposes. 

The  total  provision  for  irrigation  purposes  during  the  current  year 
anaounts  to  $1,291,844,  $736,844  more  than  last  year.  This  is  an 
initial  appropriation  for  the  "Prasak"  irrigation  scheme  for  the 
estimated  cost  of  which  $4,403,000  has  been  sanctioned^  while'  a  more 
extensive  sj'stem  of  irrigationj  involving  an  outlay  within  six  years 
of  aboat  $9,000,000,  still  remains  under  consideration. 

(See  GOHHEBCE  Keports  for  July  19,  1915,  and  Feb.  14  and  Sept.  21,  1010.] 


T.mTTED  USE  OF  COWFEAS  IN  ABOENTINA. 

(Consul  General  W.  Ilcnry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Sept.  5.1 

Cowpeas  are  not  cultivated  in  Argentina  for  forage  purposes,  and 
for  human  consumption  they  are  unknown.  During  the  agricultural 
season  of  1911-12,  the  Argentine  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  its 
experimental  station  in  Cordoba,  made  several  experiments  with  the 
cowpea  which  proved  amply  satisfactory,  although  the  plant  was 
found  to  be  very  sensitive  to  frost  and  hail.  It  was  also  learned  that 
individual  agriculturists  had  imported  small  lots  of  50  to  100  pounds 
of  cowpea  seeds  for  experimental  planting,  but  aside  from  these  few 
individual  cases  there  is  practically  no  cultivation  of  the  cowpea 
to-day. 

Another  experiment  made  by  the  Cordoba  Exncrimontal  Station 
proved  that,  where  cattle  were  given  the  run  of  an  alfalfa  a'nd  a 
cowpea  field  they  would  disregard  the  cowpea  field  entirely,  pre- 
ferring to  graze  on  the  alfalfa.  Where  cowpeas  and  no  other  forage 
was  fed,  the  cowpeas  remained  untouched. 

From  the  experiments  made  and  according  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  here,  it  is  not  believed  that  in  the  near  future  any  par- 
ticular attention  will  be  given  to  the  cultivation  of  cowpeas,  and  in 
view  of  the  abundance  of  native  forage  for  live  stock,  the  demand 
for  cowpeas,  aside  from  the  small  quantities  used  for  seed  purposes, 
will  be  small. 
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OBAFE  DPTJSTST  AND  O&AFE  PESTS  IN  CANTON  ZVBICH. 

(Consul  General  Francis  B.  Keene,  Znrlcli,  Switserlaod,  Aog.  22.] 

According  to  a  report  recently  published  by  the  Economics  Direc- 
tor of  Canton  Zurich  the  total  number  oi  owners  of  vineyards 
within  the  Canton  declined  from  21,628  in  1881  to  14,581  in  1910  and 
11,775  in  1914,  while  during  the  same  period  the  total  acreage  de- 
creased from  1,380,396  to  799,571  to  600,642,  and  the  total  com- 
mercial value  of  the  crop  fell  from  $9,541,534  to  $3,661,780  and 
$2,630,218,  respectively.  This  represents  a  diminution  since  1881  of 
56  per  cent  in  the  acreage  and  a  loss  of  72  per  cent  in  the  value  of  the 
crop. 

The  decreased  production  in  this  Canton,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  Switzerland,  is  understood  to  be  due  (1)  to  the  ravages  of  the 
grape  louse  {Phylloxera  vastatrix),  grape  mildew  {Uncenula  spiral- 


experiments  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  Repu 

the  hardier  American  grape  stocks  upon  which  there  have  been 

grafted  vines  of  the  local  varieties.    Such  improved  American  vines 

have  been  furnished  for  official  experimental  purposes  as  well  as 

to  the  grape  growers  themselves  by  the  Swiss  Experiment  Station 

for  Fruit,  Grape,  and  Garden  Cultivation  in  WadenswUl,  Canton 

Zurich. 

Amerioan  Tine  Stocks  Olve  Best  Results. 

With  reference  to  the  experiments  in  this  Canton,  the  report  of 
the  Economics  Director  states  that,  although  the  improved  Ameri- 
can vines  also  suffered  during  the  rainy  yeai-s  of  1913  and  1914,  they 
nevertheless  recovered  very  well  during  the  better  grape  year  of 
1915,  and  on  the  whole  they  thrived  and  developed  better  in  both  dry 
and  wet  seasons  than  the  native  vines.  A  record  has  also  been  kept 
of  the  yield  in  grapes  and  wine  of  the  different  experimental  vine- 
yards, and  tests  have  been  made  in  the  chemical  department  of  the 
Experiment  Station  at  Wiidenswil  to  determine  the  acid  content  of 
the  wine. 

These  records  and  tests  indicate  that  in  quality  the  yield  of  the 
improved  American  vines  was  not  inferior  to  tiiat  of  the  native 
vines,  but  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  fact  that,  in  case  of  a 
heavy  yield  of  grapes,  the  yield  of  the  wine  is  always  comparatively 
shorter.  The  average  grape  yield  per  American  stock  when  grafted 
with  the  native  Rauschling  variety  was  3  kilos  (6.0  pounds),  and 
when  grafted  with  the  Burgunder  variety  tlie  average  was  2  kilos 
(4.4  pounds).  It  has  therefore  been  recommended  that  improved 
American  vines  be  planted  not  only  in  places  where  the  grape  vines 
had  formerly  been  pulled  up,  because  the  vineyards  were  infested 
by  the  grape  louse,  but  also  in  all  newplantings  in  general.  Experi- 
ments are  now  also  being  made  at  the  Experiment  Station  at  Waaens- 
wil  with  improved  American  stocks  in  vineyards  which  have  been 
infected  with  grape  mildew. 

Saccessfnl  XTse  of  Fetrolenm  as  Inseotioide. 

Because  of  difficulty  in  importing  carbon  disulphide  experiments 
were  made  during  the  year  of  1915  for-  the  extermination  of  the 
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grape  lonse  in  infested  stocks  by  more  thorotighly  sprinkling  the 
ground  with  petroleum  the  first  of  the  season  and  once  or  twice  later. 
Subsequest  investigation  showed  that  to  a  depth  of  20  centimeters 
(8  inches)  no  living  grape  louse  could  be  found,  and  the  surface 
spreading  of  the  same  seems  also  to  have  been  prevented.  It  is, 
however,  presumed  that  during  a  season  of  greater  moisture  this 
method  would  not  have  proven  so  successful. 

The  more  thorough  sprinkling  with  ix>troleum  did  not  kill  any 
of  the  vines,  although  it  did  in  some  instances  seem  to  check  their 
growth.  For  fear  that  the  grapes  of  tlie  vines  so  treated  might  have 
an  unpleasant  petroleum  taste  they  were  gathered  early,  but  the  com- 
position of  the  wine  when  tested  at  the  Experiment  Station  at 
iWadenswil  was  proven  to  be  normal,  and  the  presence  of  petroleum 
could  also  not  be  detected  by  the  taste. 


SEDTJCEB  SHIPMENTS  OF  COTTOFSEED  OIL  TO  ITALY. 

[Consul  Arthur  C.  Froct,  detailed  as  vice  oodduI,  Genoa,  Sept.  8.1 

Official  statistics  published  by  the  Italian  Government  show  no 
imports  of  cotton  seed.  There  is  a  fabrication  tax  amounting  to 
^7.02  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds)  upon  the  production  of  cotton- 
seed oil  in  Italy.  There  is  also  an  import  duty  on  cotton  seed  of  $9.65 
per  metric  ton.  The  result  is  that  it  is  not  found  profitable  to  have 
tile  cotton  seed  crushed  in  Italy,  although  cottonseed  oil  pays  a  cus- 
toms duty  of  $46.32  per  metric  ton  and  has  to  pay  as  well  the  fabri- 
cation tax  of  $27.02  imposed  upon  domestic  production. 

Sesame  seed  and  peanuts  are  largely  used  as  substitutes  for  cotton 
seed,  and  there  is  no  fabrication  tax  when  they  are  crushed  in  Italy. 
The  customs  duty  upon  sesame  seed  and  peanuts  is  $11.58  per  metric 
ton.  They  are  imported  chiefly  from  Bombay  and  other  ports  of 
India,  prices  averaging  from  $97  to  $107  per  metric  ton.  Freight 
rates  from  India  are  $41  to  $44  per  ton,  and  upward. 

Cottonseed  oil,  of  which  by  far  the  greater  part  comes  from  the 
United  States,  has  manifested  a  heavy  decline  in  imports  into  Italy 
daring  the  past  three  years.  Imports  of  sesame  and  peanuts,  on  the 
contrary,  have  steadily  advanced,  the  gain  in  1915  over  1914  being  in 
excess  of  40  per  cent.  In  the  manufacture  of  olive  oil,  however, 
sesame  and  peanuts  are  said  to  be  unsuitable  as  a  substitute  for  cotton- 
seed oil. 

TO  EESUME  SEBYICE  TO  WEST  INDIES. 

The  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.  will  resume  its  service  between 
New  York  and  the  West  Indies  in  December.  Steamer  Tagus  is 
scheduled  to  sail  from  New  York  December  2,  followed  two  weeks 
later  by  the  steamer  Danube.  It  is  planned  to  have  departures  from 
New  York  regularly  every  other  Saturday.  Both  steamers  are 
equipped  for  the  conveyance  of  refrigerator  as  well  as  general  cargo. 
The  itinerary  of  the  22-day  cruise  to  the  Caribbean  and  return  in- 
cludes Santiago  (Cuba),  Kingston  (Jamaica),  Colon  (Panama), 
Puerto  Colombia  and  Cartagena  (Colombia). 
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BBITISH  DYEWASE  SITirATIOH. 

[Con^iul  Augustas  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  IC] 

The  Times  Trade  Supplement  for  August,  1916,  contains  an  article 
by  Prof.  H.  E.  Armstrong  in  which  he  states  that  it  is  imperative 
not  only  that  the  British  Government  should  at  once  take  certain 
steps  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  dyewares,  but  that 
sucn  steps  should  be  rapidly  followed  by  a  comprehensive  measure 
dealing  with  the  vast  problem  of  fuel  economy.  In  this  connection, 
after  mentioning  that  it  has  long  been  contended  by  those  who  have 
studied  the  question  that  the  use  of  raw  coal,  except  anthracite, 
should  not  be  permitted,  and  that  materials  of  value  should  be 
extracted  before  the  fuel  is  burned,  he  says : 

•  If,  as  has  been  urged,  the  Government  were  to  foreshadow  legislation,  at  no 
distant  date,  to  prohibit  the  use  of  raw  coal ;  If,  as  the  president  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry  suggested  nt  Edinburgh  a  few  days  ago,  we  allowed 
only  the  export  of  coke  and  prohibited  that  of  raw  bituminous  coal,  we  should 
conserve  the  volatile  matters  that  are  given  off  from  coal  when  It  is  heated. 
In  this  way  we  should  obtain  large  quantities  of  liquid  fuel  suitable  for  use 
Id  Internal-combustion  engines;  a  more  than  sufficient  supply  of  the  raw 
materials  required  for  the  production  of  the  modern  high  explosives;  more 
than  sulBcteDt  raw  material  for  dyes,  even  If  we  were  to  supply  the  world; 
and  very  large  quantities  of  ammonia,  a  product  of  special  value,  as  cereal 
crops  can  not  be  grown  without  nitrogenous  manures,  and  ammonia  Is  one  of 
the  most  Important  of  these.  Ammonia  also  Is  directly  convertible  Into  nitric 
add,  a  substance  we  must  expect  to  produce  in  order  that  we  may  be  independ- 
ent  of  supplies  of  Chile  saltpetei*  and  be  prepared  against  the  time  when 
these  no  longer  will  be  available. 

AHvantages  from  Use  of  Soft  Coke. 

The  gas  given  off  during  low-temperature  coking  Is  of  a  high  grade.  A  large 
volume  would  be  available,  far  more  than  sufficient  for  domestic  use.  If  soft 
coke  were  used  In  place  of  bituminous  coal,  soot  and  smoke  would  be  abolished, 
and  much  less  acid  would  be  sent  Into  the  atmosphere,  as  not  a  little  sulphur 
would  be  removed  during  coking.  If  we  were  to  use  soft  coke  In  place  of  coal, 
we  should  be  able  to  retain  the  open  fire  with  all  its  advantages;  though  wo 
may  look  forward  to  a  much  larger  use  of  gas,  especially  for  cooking  purposes. 

A  scheme  will  have  to  be  thought  out  of  dividing  the  country  Into  areas 
each  provided  witli  a  carbonizing  center,  where  the  coal  will  be  carbonized,  and 
from  which  coke,  liquid  fuel,  and  gas  will  be  distributed  for  use  by  domestic 
and  other  consumers.  This  center  should  also  be  a  power  center  for  the 
production  of  electricity  by  means  of  the  surplus  gas,  coke,  and  liquid  fuel. 

Not  only  Is  legislation  needed  to  bring  about  such  a  state  of  affairs  but  also 
to  provide  funds  for  the  study,  under  the  aegis  of  a  wisely  constituted,  efficient, 
central  fuel  board,  of  all  problems  relating  to  the  development  of  coking  proc- 
esses, the  efficient  use  of  fuels,  and  the  utilization  of  by-products.  The  most 
appropriate  method  of  raising  the  funds  required  will  be  to  place  a  direct  tax 
upon  all  coal  that  Is  raised. 

Color  Consumer!  in  Favor  of  Combination. 

The  possibility  of  a  combination  of  color  producers  in  this  country 
is  discussed  in  an  article  in  the  Yorkshire  Observer.  The  paper 
states  that  one  of  the  aims  consistently  held  by  the  most  influential 
color  consumers  since  the  establishment  of  a  large  British  color 
manufacture  became  imperative,  has  been  the  mobilization  of  ihe 
brains  of  the  trade.  It  quotes  those  who  believe  that  steps  ought  to 
be  taken  to  coordinate  the  policy  of  the  several  dye  makers,  and  to 
prevent  overlapping  and  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  energy  upon 
their  part.    In  explanation  it  says : 

The  method  proposed  Is  simple,  amounting  to  a  pooling  of  resources  whereby 
each  of  the  established  color  companies  should  become  a  part  of  a  central 
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organization,  receivlug  In  torn  a  fair  price  for  its  business.  The  parties  con- 
cerned have  received  the  suggestion  favorably,  and  there  should  be  no  Insuper- 
able  difficulty  In  the  settlement  of  the  details. 

The  proposal  differs  from  the  usual  variety  in  coming  not  from  the  pro- 
ducers but  from  consumers  whose  dominant  Interest  is  to  insure  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  their  supply.  Golor  producers  are  doing  well  enough  in  trade 
to  be  content  with  Independence  at  present,  although  it  Is  obvious  that  an 
amalgamation  of  their  Interests  gives  better  guaranties  for  their  future.  The 
German  color  companies  have  been  recombined  into  a  single  undertaking,  and 
it  would  not  seem  possible  that  without  the  maximum  of  mutual  coox>erntiou 
the  British  industry  -could  hope  to  stand  in  competition  against  the  German 
mammoth. 

I^A  <liscussion  by  Commercial  Agent  Thomas  H.  Norton  of  the 
British  measures  to  solve  the  dyestuff  problem  was  published  in 
Ck>MM£RCE  Repobts  for  May  5,  1915.] 


BTTLK  HAITDIINO  OF  GBAIN  IN  ATJSTBAIIA. 

(WUUam  F.  Smltb,  clerk  to  commercial  attache,  Uclbouroe,  Aug.  28.] 

The  question  of  erecting  grain  elevators  for  the  bulk  handling 
of  Australian  grain  is  being  discussed  in  the  different  State  parlia- 
ments. In  New  South  Wales  the  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of 
elevators  in  that  State,  which  passed  only  one  house  during  the 
last  session,  has  been  reintroduced  and  there  is  likelihood  that  it 
will  pass  during  the  present  session.  In  South  Australia  the  ques- 
tion IS  also  being  discussed,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  item 
from  the  Melbourne  Age: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  on  Wednesday  night  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  Mr.  Jackson,  submitted  a  motion  seeking  authority  for  the  inauguration 
of  the  system  for  the  bulk  handling  of  grain.  Mr.  Jackson  said  the  Oovemment 
IHXiposed  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  terminal  and  a  few  other  elevators 
as  soon  as  authority  for  the  expenditure  had  been  obtained,  and  then  to  extend 
tlie  system  as  circumstances  warranted.  Apart  from  terminal  ele\'ators  at 
Port  Adelaide,  Port  Pirie,  Wallaroo,  and  Port  Lincoln,  there  are  to  be  120 
elevators  in  the  country,  with  a  capacity  varying  from  40,000  to  60,000  bushels. 
The  total  estimated  cost.  Including  rolling  stock  and  alterations,  is  il.025,735 
[$4.991,7401.  Tills  complete  plant  will  handle  30,000,000  bushels.  The  esti- 
mated working  expenses  and  Interest  total  £164,607  [$801,060]  and  the  revenue 
4231,516  [$1,126,670],  showing  a  surplus  of  £66,809  [$325,610]. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  to  consider  the  question,  and 
progress  was  reported. 

[References  to  the  bulk  handling  of  grain  in  Australia  have  fre- 
quently appeared  in  Commerck  Repobts;  see  the  issues  for  Nov.  H, 
1913,  Aug.  21  and  25,  1915,  and  Feb.  2  and  Mar.  17,  1916.] 


VniE  PBODirCTS  OF  AUSTBALIAN.  STATE. 

(William  F.  Smith,  clerk  to  commercial  attacM,  Mclboamc,  Aug.  28.1 

Official  statistics  recently  made  public  show  the  progress  of  viti- 
culture in  the  State  of  Victoria  during  the  last  half  decade  : 


Onmtn nnmhtr.. 

Ankbtarliig acres.. 

Ana  not  bfirbig do — 

Qines  gaUMraa. ewt.. 

ProdoeU: 

Wbw galls.. 

MriiB. owt.. 

Cntanta*. .•••••••••— •—••••••...-....do.... 


1911-12       1912-13        1913-14       1914-15       MIMS 


1.660 

18,866 

5,327 

683,250 

963,423 
42.102 
60,822 
46,780 


1,808 

19,234 

5,345 

733,579 

1.206,111 
34.94S 
74,732 
48,837 


1,776 

17,928 
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836,493 

1,121,491 
41,146 
79,157 
62,098 


1,739 

17,728 

4,073 

620,876 

605,636 

23,787 
S7,21» 
28,627 


1,7m 

17,822 

4,631 

1,081,786 

1,380,367 
45,800 
134,301 
79,650 
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VENEZUELA'S  PETBOLEUM  INDUSTBY. 

[American  Minister  Preston  McGoodwln,  Cnracas,  Aug.  26.] 

There  are  in  Venezuela  six  petroleum  companies  engaged  in  devel- 
opment work  on  an  extensive  scale — the  Caribbean  Petroleum  Co., 
Colon  Development  Co.,  Venezuelan  Oil  Concessions  (Ltd.),  Ven- 
zuela-Faloon  Oil  Syndicate  (Ltd.),  liermudez  Co..  and  the  Paiiji 
Concession.  The  fir.st-iiientioned  of  thest — the  Caribbean  Petroleum 
Co. — acquired  wliat  was  known  as  the  Tregelles  concession  from  the 
(leneral  Asphalt  (^>.,  and  during  191*2  and  1913  ejuployed  a  force  of 
35  experienced  geologists,  a.«sis(ed  bj-  a  great  uiimlter  of  Venezuelan 
civil  engineers,  who  covered  nearly  every  foot  of  territory  included 
in  the  concession.  At  the  end  of  two  years  the  company  had  staked 
out  and  definitely  selected  1.028  areas  of  500  hectares  (1,235  acres) 
each,  in  which  it  intended,  within  the  time  allowed,  to  drill  for  oil. 

For  its  ppeliminarj^  work  the  company  selected  two  sections  for 
drilling,  one  on  each  side  of  Lake  Maracuibo,  State  of  Zuliu,  in  the 
extreme  northwestern  part  of  Venezuela.  One  of  these  sections  is 
IC  miles  east  of  the  lake,  where  material  has  to  be  transported 
through  swamps  over  a  road  built  by  the  companj'.  When  the  road 
was  completed  and  properly  screened  hou.ses  had  been  erected  for  the 
employees  drilling  equipment  for  three  wells  was  immediat«ly 
shippd  in  and  drilling  commenced  in  January,  1914.  On  this  area 
the  company  has  drilled  six  wells,  from  600  to  1,700  feet  in  depth, 
in  all  or  which  oil  has  Ijeen  found.  Enough  work  has  been  done 
to  prove  conclusively  that  this  is  a  commercial  field.  Mo.st  of  these 
wells  are  capped. 
Seyelopment  Work  of  Caribbean  Co. 

The  company  has  erected  three  55,000-barrel  steel  tanks,  has  laid 
a  pipe  line  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Maracaibo,  and  has  built  a  refinery 
at  the  terminal  of  its  \>\\ye  line  at  a  place  called  San  Lorenzo.  Every 
grade  of  oil  except  lubricants  will  be  refined  at  this  point.  Pumps 
and  pipe  lines  have  been  installed  for  loading  tank  steamers  or 
barges  for  the  shipment  of  the  oil  from  Venezuela.  It  is  planned  to 
have  the  refinery,  pumping  station,  and  pipe  line  completed  in  time 
for  the  company  to  make  its  first  shipments  in  December,  1916. 

The  field  selected  by  this  company  on  the  west«m  side  of  Lake 
Maracaibo  is  about  50  miles  from  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and  a  road 
had  to  be  built  to  it  for  the  transportation  of  material  through  a 
flat  but  heavily  wooded  country.  As  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake, 
the  company  delivered  to  this  site  equipment  sufficient  for  drilling 
three  wells.  Two  wells  were  sunk  to  a  level  of  about  1,000  feet  and 
abandoned  prior  to  April,  1915.  In  June,  1916,  work  was  started  on 
four  additional  wells  in  this  section  for  testing  purposes,  the  deepest 
of  which  is  now  about  800  feet. 

The  same  company  is  developing  areas  in  other  sections,  as  it  is 
required  to  do  xmder  the  terms  of  its  contract  with  the  Govermnent 
of  Venezuela.  Although  the  section  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Mara- 
caibo undoubtedlj?  contains  oil  in  quantities  sufficient  for  commercial 
development,  no  infoi-mation  is  obtainable  upon  which  to  base  an 
estimate  of  probable  future  production. 
Coloa  Development  Co. 

Under  what  was  known  as  the  Andres  Jorge  Vigas  concession, 
granted  Januarj-  3, 1907,  for  oil  rights  in  the  District  of  Colon,  State 
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of  ZuUa,  the  €k>l<m  Development  Co.,  an  English  corporation,  com- 
menoed  drilling  operations  early  in  1914.  This  company  encountered 
difficulty  in  its  geol<^cal  eicploration  work,  owing  to  roving  bands  of 
Motilones  Indians.  It  was  necessary  to  employ  from  60  to  100 
armed  guards  with  the  exploring  parties,  and  a  force  of  50  to  60 
guards  Has  been  kept  at  the  drilling  camps. 

Development  was  started  by  this  company  about  100  miles  from 
the  nearest  settlement,  and,  although  there  are  rivers  for  trans- 
porting material,  it. was  necessary  to  expend  immense  sums  in  de- 
livering equipment.  The  first  drill  was  started  the  latter  part  of 
1914,  and  after  having  experienced  great  difficulties  with  drillers 
and  laborers,  the  first  well  was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  700  feet. 
The  company  has  just  succeeded  in  drilling  its  second  well  on  the 
Bio  Oro.  The  depth  attained  is  somewhat  over  1,000  feet,  and  the 
oil  is  of  light  gravity.  The  capacity  of  this  well  is  said  to  bo  approx- 
imately 200  barrels  a  day.  However,  means  of  transportation  must 
be  provided,  and  the  company  is  now  engaged  in  building  roads  for 
that  purpose;  also  in  drilling  another  well  on  the  Bio  Tarra,  now 
said  to  have  reached  a  depth  of  about  500  feet. 

The  best  information  to  be  had  from  persons  who  arc  familiar  with 
the  territory  occupied  by  the  Colon  enterprise  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
company  will  produce  oil  in  commercial  quantities. 
▼eacBiieiaa  Oil  Conoetsions. 

On  February  28,  1907,  a  contract  was  granted  to  one  Antonio 
Anuiguren  for  the  aevelopment  of  asphalt  in  the  Districts  of  Bolivar 
and  Maracaibo  of  the  State  of  Zulia,  and  on  June  18, 1912,  a  decree 
was  issued  by  the  Government  of  Venezuela,  bestowing  upon  the 
concessionaire  the  right  to  exploit  petroleum.  There  has  been  some 
question  raised  as  to  the  legality  of  this  latter  decree,  but,  not- 
withstanding protests  made  by  other  oil-producing  companies,  the 
decree  has  been  aUowed  to  stand.  In  the  latter  part  of  1913  it  was 
transferred,  after  preliminary  geological  investigation,  to  the  Vene- 
zuelan Oil  Concessions  (Ltd.),  an  English  corporation. 

Four  drillers  and  an  office  staff  and  field  superintendent  were  sent 
out  from  London  late  in  1913  by  this  company.  Two  wells  were 
started  immediately,  one  at  a  point  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Maracaibo 
called  Santa  Bita,  and  the  other  in  the  swamp  just  south  of  Santa 
Bosa,  also  located  on  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Drilling  in  the  Santa 
Bita  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1,600  feet  without  any  trace  of  oil 
having  been  encountered.  At  Santa  Bosa  an  oil  sand  of  good 
promise  was  encountered  at  800  feet,  ond  at  1,600  feet  another  sand 
was  found  which  produced  oil  of  aoout  20°  B.  Undoubtedly  upon 
striking  this  last  sand  a  great  quantity  of  oil  was  produced,  out  ten 
days  after  the  strike  the  production  was  not  more  than  10  barrels 
a  dfay.  Apparently  no  attempt  was  made  to  pump  this  well,  and  it 
seems  to  have  been  abandoned. 
SUBcnltiei  Znoonstered — Venezuela-Falcon  Syndicate. 

The  company  encountered  very  great  obstacles  because  of  the 
general  unhealthful  conditions  under  which  the  men  were  compelled 
to  work  and  the  impossibility  of  keeping  them  protected  from  the 
very  dangerous  malarial  mosquito  found  in  those  localities.  Also, 
the  company  seemed  to  realize,  about  the  middle  of  1914,  that  the 
system  used  in  drilling  was  not  suitable  to  the  conditions  and  placed 
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an  order  for  drilling  equipment  in  the  United  States.  It  was  planned 
to  start  work  with  this  new  machinery  immediately,  but  operations 
were  seriously  hampered  by  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war. 

Although  work  has  been  carried  on  continually  it  has  been  done 
with  a  very  limited  force,  and  no  very  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained.  To  date  the  company  has  succeeded  in  drilling  seven 
wells,  varying  in  depth  from  600  to  1,800  feet  and  scattered  over  a 
considerable  area.  It  has  been  reported  that  oil  was  found  in  five 
of  the  seven  wells,  and  that  at  least  two  of  them  ^ve  promise  of  good 
production. 

On  July  22,  1907,  there  was  granted  what  is  known  in  Venezuela 
as  the  Bernab6  Planas  concession  for  the  development  of  oil  in  the 
district  of  Buchivacoa  in  the  State  of  Falcon.  After  having  been 
offered  for  sale  for  a  number  of  years  an  option  was  given,  in  1913, 
to  an  English  company  called  the  Venezuela-Falcon  Oil  Syndicate 
(Ltd.).  After  preliminary  investigation  lasting  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  the  company  finally  agreed  to  start  development  work,  but  it 
appears  that  the  eqtiipraent  has  not  yet  been  delivered. 
The  Bennndez  Company. 

On  July  14,  1910,  the  General  Asphalt  Co.,  which  owned  the  large 
asphalt  deposit  known  as  Bermudez  Lake,  situated  in  the  extreme 
northeastern  part  of  Venezuela  at  a  place  called  Guanoco,  obtained 
a  concession  for  the  oil  rights  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake;  also  on 
the  island  of  Pedernales  and  the  Peninsula  of  Paria.  This  con- 
cesf^ion,  obtained  by  R.  M.  Valladares,  was  transferred  to  a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  asphalt  company  called  tlie  liermndez  Co.  Veiy  soon 
after  acquiring  the  right  the  Bermudez  Co.  sent  a  force  "of  10 
geologists  over  its  concession  and  finally  sele<*ted  19  areas  of  500 
Ixectares  each  in  the  vicinity  of  the  asphalt  lake,  6  areas  on  the 
Peninsula  of  Paria,  and  4  areas  on  the  island  of  Pedernales.  The 
terms  of  the  concession  of  the  Bermudez  Co.  called  for  almost  im- 
mediate exploitation  of  all  areas  selected.  By  June,  1913,  wells  were 
being  drilled  on  all  of  the  29  areas.  On  the  6  areas  of  the  Peninsula 
of  Paria  wells  w;ere  sunk  deep  enough  to  demonstrate  the  impossi- 
bility of  producing  oil  in  commercial  quantities,  and  all  of  them 
were  promptly  abandoned. 

At  Pedernales  the  company  drilled  seven  wells  ranging  in  depth 
from  200  to  1,000  feet,  occasionally  finding  traces  of  oil  out  not  in 
sufficient  quantities.  In  this  region  the  company  encountered  gi-eat 
difficulties  because  of  heaving  sands,  soft  mud,  and  gas  pressure,  all 
of  which  made  it  necessary  for  the  company  to  adopt  several  methods 
of  drilling. 

In  the  Guanoco  areas  wells  have  been  sunk  in  varying  depths  from 
200  to  4,200  feet.  In  some  of  them  a  heavy  oil,  almost  an  asphalt, 
has  been  found,  and  invariably  in  fair  quantities,  but  it  is  too  heavy 
to  pump.  Two  additional  wells  have  been  started  in  this  region 
quite  recently,  but  no  commercial  i-esults  have  been  obtained.  The 
company  has  done  considerable  geological  work  to  locate  a  proper 
place  to  drill  where  it  could  reach  oil,  still  believed  to  exist  in  large 
quantities  in  that  region. 

The  operations  of  this  company  have  been  exceedingly  difficult 
because  nearly  all  the  wells  in  the  three  regions  described  are  located 
m  swamps,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  lay  portable  tracks  on 
trestles  to  transport  drilling  material.    Although  the  general  campi 
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of  the  company  was  located  at  the  same  place  as  the  headquarters 
of  the  General  Asphalt  Co.,  where  several  hundred  employees  are 
maintained  constantly,  yet  the  field  camps  hare  been  in  very  un- 
healtiiful  places  and  there  has  been  considerable  sickness  among  the 
employees. 

Panji  CoBoession — ^Vo  Other  Work  How  in  Progress. 

On  January  16,  1909,  a  petroleum  concession  was  granted  to 
Joaquin  Briceiio  on  3  hectares  (7.4  acres)  of  land  adjoinmg  a  place 
known  as  Pauji,  30  miles  east  of  Lake  Maracaibo.  The  right  was 
secured  doubtless  because  of  the  abundant  evidence  of  asphalt  seep- 
ages, which  are  very  numerous  in  that  locality.  A  company  was 
formed  recently  in  the  city  of  Maracaibo  with  a  large  nominal  capi- 
tal but  with  only  about  $50,000  for  actual  work.  An  American  has 
been  investigating  the  property,  and  it  is  reported  in  Caracas  that 
drilling  madiinery  will  shortly  arrive.  Stockholders  are  confident 
that  development  work  will  be  pushed  rapidly. 

In  addition  to  the  properties  of  the  six  companies  above  enumer- 
ated, there  are  not  more  than  three  or  four  ancient  and  modem  con- 
cessions in  existence,  and  no  other  development  is  now  known  to  be 
in  progress. 

AHEBICAK  COinSUL&S  OPFICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  Americah  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mtervicws.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Xamc. 

Tost. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  Vnaux 

St.  Call,  Switzerland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Oct.    14 
Oct.   21 
Nov.    1 

Osbonw' John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pike,  William  J 

A  fiwirtTrtnjr    Ifthn  H 

1200  Eutaw  Place.  Boltimwe  Md 

Oncer,  WSburT.o 

J)<Baia£ODf  Chester 

Seville,  Spofn 

Port    tiimoD,    Costa 

nici. 
Calpiry,  Alberta,  Can- 

Georgetown,  Guiana.. 

Oct.  30 
Nov.  2S 

Nov.  18 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  NY 

Clain,  Harold  D 

Sangertles,  Clster  County,  N.  Y. 

Montevideo,  Umguay. 

C/o  Dlstrkt  Office,  Bureau  of  Foroicn 
and  Domestic  Commeree,  Boom  4W, 
Customhouse,  New  York  Cltr. 

■  Mr.  Gracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  eastern  cities 
Interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  during  bis  visit  in  the  United  States. 

*Mr.  Cbainberlln  expects  to  arrive  In  New  York  Iwtween  October  8  and  14,  and  he  will 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  appolnlmcntM  with  business  houses  In  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  Information  concerning  trade  conditions  in  his  district.  Ills  address  until  the 
day  of  hl3  arrival  will  l)e  In  rare  of  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  Now  York,  an<l  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

•  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
confer  with  those  interested  In  the  Uruguayan  trade. 


New  Sanitary  Begnlations  in  Panama. 

New  siiiiituiy  regulations  for  the  cities  of  Prtiianm  and  Colon 
appear  in  a  recent  number  of  tlie  Gaceta  Oficial.  Tliese  regulations 
specify  the  conditions  that  must  be  maintained  in  markets  and  other 
places  where  foodstiifl's  are  sold,  and  also  in  hotels,  restaurants,  and 
Wding  houses.  o,«zed.yGoogle 
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NAVIOATION  AND  TIMBEB  PBOJECT  IN  HOHDUBAS; 

[Consul  E,  M.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  Sept.  -2.] 

The  Patiica  River  is  the  longest  river  in  Honduras.  While  it  has 
never  been  carefully  surveyed  over  the  entire  length,  it  is  at  least 
150  miles  long  and  the  heiulwatei-s  are  not  more  than  80  miles  from 
the  Pacific. 

The  idea  of  improving  this  stream  for  navigation  purposes  has 
long  been  a  favorite  i)roject  with  concession  seekers.  The  main  part 
of  the  river  is  already  navigable,  and  it  is  believed  that  by  dredging 
thfe  bar  at  the  moiitli  and  making  c«  mparatively  minor  changes  in 
the  river  projxjr  it  will  be  navigable  for  about  80  miles  from  the 
moutli. 

The  Patuca  and  Wanks  Rivei-s  (the  latter  forming  the  boundary 
between  Honduras  and  Nicaragua)  drain  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country  popularly  known  as  the  Mosquito  Reservation.  Three  dis- 
tinct concessions  have  been  granted  to  American  companies  for  de- 
veloping tliis  section  during  the  last  35  years,  but  none  of  them  has 
been  successful,  evidently  for  lack  of  sufficient  capital.  Tlie  "  Mos- 
quitia  "  is  said  to  be  rich  in  natural  resources,  having  a  fertile  soil, 
but  is  not  well  known,  being  largely  unexplored.  It  contains  some 
7,500  square  miles  of  territory  and  an  estimated  population  of  6,000 
inhabitants.  Lumber  and  turpentine  are' the  commodities  that  are 
most  attractive. 

Surreys  Xade  'bj  an  American  Company — Proposed  TTndertaUngrs. 

An  American  company  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  making 
extensive  surveys  and  study  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  order  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  properly  developing  the  Mosquito 
Reservation.  Tlie  Honduras  Government  is  now  considering  the 
proposals  madiB  by  this  company. 

The  project  is  distinctly  in  line  with  a  measure  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  for  a  free  port  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  es- 
pecially for  the  development  of  that  section. 

The  concessionaii-es  propose  to  dredge  the  Patuca  bar  to  admit 
ocean-going  steamers;  to  build  wharves  at  the  new  port  of  Herrera, 
together  with  customhouse,  "  comandancia,"  and  all  necessjiry  Gov- 
ernment buildings;  install  wireless  telegi-aph  and  telephone  sys'tems, 
and  erect  lighthouses,  all  of  which  will  become  the  property  of  the 
Government  at  the  expiration  of  the  concession.  For  their  own  use 
the  company  proposes  to  erect  sawmills,  turpentine  stills,  dye  works, 
sugar  refinery,  and  meat-packing  house.  In  addition  to  the  improve- 
ments of  the  bar  and  the  Patuca  River  it  expects  also  to  build  canals 
connecting  the  Patuca  and  Wanks  Rivers  with  the  Caratasca  Lagoon, 
so  that  not  only  the  Patuca  but  the  Wanks  River  as  well  will  have 
navigation  facilities. 

The  company  asks  for  Government  grants  of  timberland  to  the 
extent  of  125,000  hectares  of  land  (about  310,000  acres),  to  be 
selected  on  alternate  sides  of  the  river  and  alternating  with  Govern- 
ment tracts.   The  duration  of  the  concession  is  25  years. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  bar  dredging  and  lighthouse  is  $100,000 
and  a  like  sum  for  the  necessary  wharves  and  wireless  station. 
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PSOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVE&inCEirT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBTJCTION. 

(Oorrespondence  shoald  be  direct  witb  the  offices  named,  and  spcclflcntionB  cnn  iisoallj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
(Mmed.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  sncb  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
(ntvie  sapplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Steel  buoy  bodies.  No.  3654. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
liouse  Insi>ector,  TompkinsylUe,  N.  Y.,  until  October  20,  1910,  for  furnisliing 
eight  steel  buoy  bodies,  type  S.  Further  information  will  bo  furnished  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Pithinff  privileges.  No.  3655. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Detroit  Mich.,  until  November  7,  1016,  for  the  sale  of 
fishing  privUeges  at  Island  No.  6,  Seammons  Ilarljor,  Straits  of  Mackinac, 
Mich.,  for  a  period  of  Qve  years.  Further  information  will  be  furnished 
on  application  to  tbe  above-named  officer. 

Telegraph  poles.  No.  36.56. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Octo- 
ber 25..  1916,  for  furnisliing  steel  telegraph  poles  and  cross  arms  for  iron 
poles  complete  with  bolts.    (Refer  to  proposal  No.  856.) 

Poat-offlce  construction  No.  3657. — Sealed  proposals  will  I>e  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  0., 
until  November  21,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  post  office  at 
Bockvllle.  Conn.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Rockrllle,  Conn.,  or  from  the  above-named  office. 

OaaoUne  motor  boat.  No.  3658. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  the  purchase  of  a  gasoline 
motor  boat  of  light  draft,  60  to  80  feet  long.  Specifications  may  be  bad  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Construction  work.  No.  3659. — ^Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  secretary.  Mississippi  River  Commission,  1311  International  Life 
Building,  St  Louis,  Mo.,  until  October  80.  1916,  for  constructing  about 
40.000  cubic  yards  of  earthwork  in  the  East  Side  Levee  and  Sanitary  Dis- 
trict, III.  Further  information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the 
above-named  office. 

Vessel  for  coast  guard.  No.  3660. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
headquarters.  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington. D.  C,  until  November  9,  1916,  for  the  building  of  the  hull  and 
machinery,  complete,  of  a  120-foot  cutter.  Plans  and  specifications  will 
be  furnished  on  application  to  the  captain  commandant,  United  States 
Coast  Guard,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Iron-pipe  towers,  No.  3661. — Sealed  projiosals  will  l)e  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  October  20,  1916,  for  furnishing 
£  o.  b.  Charleston,  S.  C,  sis  30-foot  and  eleven  8-foot  skeleton  iron-pipe 
towers.  Further  information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  officer. 

Lock  gates,  No.  3662. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  October  30,  1916,  for  furnishing 
and  erecting  lock  gates  for  Dam  No.  22,  Ohio  River.  Further  Informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Canned  beef.  No.  30C3. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  general  depot 
of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  War  Department,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street, 
Chicago,  m.,  until  October  12,  191G,  for  furnishing  corne<l  beef,  roast 
fresh  beef,  and  corned-beef  hash  in  cans. 

Wire,  No.  3664. — Sealed  proposals  will  l)e  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  26, 
1916,  for  furnishing  1,000  miles  of  wire.  Specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office.     (Refer  to  Proposal  No.  857.) 

Medical  books,  No.  3665. — Scaled  propcsals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Snpply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  Tork,  until 
October  14,  191C,  for  furnishing  20  copies  of  Appletons'  Monographic- 
Medicine,  in  6  volumes,  and  58  copies  of  General  Bacteriology,  by  Jordan, 
fifth  edition. 
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FOKEION  TBAOE  OPPOBTUmTIES. 

R(>B<>rve(I  addrpsHps  miiy  be  obtnlnrd  from  tlip  Bnrean  nnd  its  diatrlct  ofllceai.  Request 
for-eneh  n(ji)ortunity  Hbould  be  on  n  soparntc  nbeot  and  «tmte  op|>«rtanl(y  namber: 
Thi!  Bnreno  dors  not  fiirnisb  I'rrdit  riitlnKH  or  iiHsumu  respoDBlbility  as  to  tbc  standlos 
of  foreign  inqnliers;  the  usuul  precautlonii  sbonid  b«  taken  in  all  cases. 

Motor  cars.  No.  22622. — The  coniniorpial  nttachg  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  the  Netlierlands  writes  tliat  a  manufacturers'  agent  In  that 
country  wishes  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  a  moderate- 
priced  motor  car. 

(iraphite,  No.  22823. — Tlie  Bureau  is  Informed  that  a  business  man  In  the  West 
Indies  desires  to  communicate  with  imix»rters  and  others  Interested  In  the 
purchase  of  grapliite,  Itnown  also  as  black  lead  and  plumbago. 

Textiles,  hosicrif,  etc..  No.  22(i24. — A  business  man  in  Switzerland  wishes  to 
represent  American  manufacturers '  and  exporters  of  textiles,  such  as 
liosiery,  wool  and  cotton  yarns,  linen  thread,  etc. 

Vltcmleals,  hardicare,  etc.,  No.  22025. — ^An  import  and  export  firm  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  that  It  Is  In  receipt  of 
inquiries  from  the  Orient  for  chemicals,  hardware,  cutlery,  machinery,  farm 
implements,  automobiles,  dry  goods,  shoes,  hosiery,  block  tin  pijies,  lead 
and  (In  Ingots,  zinc  boiler  plates,  fish,  fruit,  lumber,  etc  Reference. 
Catalogues  aud  qtiotatlons  desired. 

Paper,  No.  22(526. — \  firm  in  northern  Africa  desires  quotations  wltli  samples, 
etc.,  on  news  paper  and  wrapping  paper. 

Disiaiery  plants.  No.  22627.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  having  interests  In. 
South  America  writes  the  Bureau  that  It  would  like  to  purchase  or  acquire 
for  shipment  to  South  America  one  or  mure  plants  for  the  distillation  of 
alcohol,  exclusive  of  buildings.    ExiM-rt  men  to  operate  the  same  arc  also 
wanted. 

notions,  novelties,  etc..  No.  22628. — An  Amcrlciin  consular  officer  In  Spain 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  <li>s!res  to  act  as  agent  for  American 
manufacturers  or  wholesale  dealers  in  pins,  ncHMlles,  safety  pins,  hooks  and 
eyes,  lialrpins.  thimbles,  scissors,  etc. 

Oeneral  representation.  No.  22629. — An  exjMirt  liou.'se  in  Italy  desires  to  enter 
Into  commercial  relations  with  Americiiu  niHinifa<-turers  and  exporters  In- 
terested In  extending  tlieir  trade  in  that  <-ountry.  No  i>articular  line  Is 
.si)ecifle<l.  The  It^ilian  firm  al.so  dcHircs  to  communicate  with  Importers 
In  the  United  States  of  Italian  pro<liicts.    Ileferetices. 

UoiinUug  cards  and  an)wuncemenls.  No.  22tKiO. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Ontral  .\merlca  writ«'s  that  a  (Irni  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive 
samples  and  prices  of  blank  mourning  cards  in  sizes  2  by  3  inches  to  4 
by  6  inches.  Black  border  on  these  curds  to  be  from  one-fourth  inch  to 
three-eighths  Inch  wide.  Samiiles  aud  prices  are  also  tleslred  of  moturning 
folders  siniiiar  U>  sanij)le  which  luav  b<  insiKH-ted  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offiws.    (Refer  to  file  No.  8lXf74.) 

Enameled  tcare.  No.  226;{1. — An  .\ni<«ricaa  (onsular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom rei>or(s  tliat  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  l>einK  place<l  in  com- 
nmnication  with  .\inerican  nmnufucturcrs  of  enameled  hollow  ware.  In- 
cluding kiti'heu  utensils,  etc.    Reference. 
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SPAIN  BEMOVES  BESTEICTIONS  ON  FOBEIGN  BIDS. 

[CaMegnim  from  American  eoiuml«4a  at  MadrliLl 

A  royiil  (leci"ee  removes  the  restrictions  on  foreign  bids  for  Gov- 
emaient  purchases  of  the  following  articles:  (ias  motor:^  over  30 
horsepower;  gas  generatore  for  motors  over  50  horsepower;  electric 
dynamos  over  50  kilowatts;  10,000-volt  transfonners  over  '200  kilo- 
watts; soft  steel  for  iron  forms;  rails  over  20  kilos  per  lineal  meter; 
soft  sheet  steel. 

MODIFICATION  OF  FRENCH  EHBABOO  DECBEE. 

According  to  information  receiAed  from  the  American  Consul  Gen- 
eral at  Paris,  a  French  order  of  October  5  permits  the  e.vportation 
to  Great  Britain,  British  dominions,  protectorates,  and  colonies,  un- 
invaded  Belgium,  Japan,  Russia,  and  countries  of  Xorth  and  South 
America  of  the  articles  placed  under  embargo  by  a  decree  of  the  same 
date,  viz,  silk  in  cocoons  or  raw  or  thrown,  and  dyed  or  thrown  and 
dyed  silk;  floss  .silk  and  byssus;  floss  and  coarse  silk  thread;  sewing, 
embroidery,  passementerie,  cords,  and  other  silk  thread ;  artificial  silk 
thread  .stock ;  silk  or  floss  fabrics,  pure  or  mixed,  and  all  artificial  silk 
fabrics. 

BBITISH  ZINC  SMELTING  INDUSTBY. 

[Consul  General  E.  P.  Skinner,  London,  Sept.  15.1 

Announcement  has  lateh'  been  made  that  the  British  Government 
has  agreed  to  purchase  from  Australia  100,000  tons  of  zinc  concen- 
trates per  annum  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  for  10  years  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.  The  undertaking,  apparently,  is. to  be 
carried  out  through  the  Ministry  of  Munitions.  No  information 
is  available  at  present  respecting  the  method  whereby  the  ore,  when 
received,  will  be  distributed  among  manufacturers  in  this  country 
for  conversion. 

The  contract  with  Australian  interests  is  to  assure  them  of  a  steady 
outlet  for  ore,  which  heretofore  has  been  smelted  in  other  countries, 
tzni'-w  —  97 
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to  render  the  United  Kingdom  independent  of  any  other  country 
for  its  supplies  of  zinc. 

It  is  noted  that  although  Australia  has  produced  large  quantities 
of  zinc  ore  and  concentrates  for  years,  the  production  of  zinc  in  the 
United  Kingdom  up  to  the  present  has  lagged  far  behind  that 'of 
both  Germany  and  the  United  States,  the  production  before  the  war 
having  been  'about  58,000  tons  in  this  country  as  against  320,000 
tons  in  the  United  States,  and  280,000  tons  in  uermany. 


AMERICAN  CHEWINa  QUU  IN  CHINA. 

[Consul  (ieneral  Oforge  K.  Anderson,  Qonckong,  Aug.  24.] 

xVmerican  chewing  gum  is  becoming  popular  among  the  Chinese 
in  Hongkong,  and  it  is  believed  by  the  representatives  of  the  Amwi- 
can  manufacturers  here  that  if  the  product  can  be  especially  packed 
for  Chinese  consumption  the  sales  will  increase  considerably.  There 
should  be  some  indication  on  the  retail  package  in  Chinese  charac- 
ters as  to  what  the  product  is  and  as  to  particular  brands  and  flavors. 
It  has  been  found  also  that  the  Chinese  prefer  a  package  smaller 
than  the  usual  5-cent  package  common  in  the  United  States,  one  re- 
tailing for  1  cent  gold  being  preferred.  It  is  a  well-established 
Oiinese  custom  to  buy  all  such  things  in  small  quantities. 

(hie  of  the  characteristic  features  of  street  life  in  a  Chinese  vil- 
la^ is  the  large  number  of  small  tables  or  stands  along  the  street 
kept  by  vendors  of  peanuts,  cakes,  confectionery,  fruits,  and  the 
like  on  which  the  goods  sold  are  arranged  in  small  piles  for  sale  at 
a  small  price — a  handful  of  peanuts  for  10  cash,  for  example;  a 
handful  of  lichees  for  10  cash,  or  a  cent;  and  so  on.  Passers-by  put 
down  their  10  cent  cash  or  cent  pieces,  pick  up  their  purchase,  and 
proceed  to  consume  it.  It  is  to  meet  just  such  habits  and  trade  that 
the  smaller  package  of  chewing  gum  and  of  all  similar  producte  is 
desirable. 

SUMHABY  OF  EZPEBIHENTS  ON  SUVEB  VGITAUETEB. 

The  silver  ^'oltameter  is  the  instrument  by  which  the  international 
ampere  is  determined.  The  National  Laboratories  of  England, 
France,  and  Germany,  as  well  as  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Standards,  have  conducted  investigations  of  the  A-oltameter 
with  a  view  to  improving  its  accuracy  and  also  to  provide  specifica- 
tions for  its  use,  but  as  yet  no  international  agreement  has  been 
reached  for  the  specifications.  The  present  investigations  at  the 
Bureau  of  Standards  have  extended  from  1908  to  1916,  and  during 
that  time  the  results  have  been  published  in  a  series  of  eight  papers. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  has  now  issued  Scientific  Paper  No.  285, 
which  contains  a  summary  of  these  eight  papers  and  carefully  drawn 
specifications,  which  are  the  practical  result  of  the  bureau  s  work. 
The  bureau  puts  these  ^lecifications  forward  as  its  proposal  for  in- 
ternational adoption.  A  bibliography  of  papers  dealing  with  vol- 
tameter problems  is  given  in  an  appendix.  Copies  of  this  publica- 
tion may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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AGKICTILTTIEAL  IMPLEMENTS  USED  IN  EASTERN  BEAZH. 

ISpci'inl  ^gvut  Frauk  11.  von  Motz,  Fcrnambiico.  Aug.  24;  see  also  CoMUEitcE  Repobts 

for  Sept.  3  anil  «,  191U.] 

In  goinj;  fi-om  Pernanibuco  to  Catende  the  train  passes  through 
fields  of  such  fine-looking  cane  that  one  wonders  wliat  methods  are 
employed  in  its  cultivation;  yet  one  of  the  first  things  discovered 
upoii  visiting  the  plantation  of  the  Catende  Sugar  Mill  was  that 
there  were  no  agricultural  implements  on  the  place,  altliough  it  is 
so  extensive  that  it  requires  more  than  7r>  miles  of  railway  track  to 
bring  the  cane  from  the  different  fields  to  the  mill.  The  surface 
of  the  ground  comprising  the  estate  is  very  hilly,  some  of  the  hills 
being  so  steep  that  it  would  he  impossible  to  work  the  land  with 
horse-drawn  implements.  The  soil  is  a  white  sandy  soil,  rich  in 
organic  matter,  with  a  buff-colored  clay  subsoil.  The  ground  is 
plowed,  or  rather  hoed,  by  negro  men  and  women  using  an  adze- 
shai)e<l  steel  hoe.  I  have  .seen  more  than  '20  worlonen  in  a  .single 
line  slowly  and  patiently  chopping  away  at  the  ground  to  turn  it 
over  and  pulverize  it  to  make  the  seed  bed  for  the  cane.  The 
laborers  are  paid  600  or  700  reis  a  day  each  for  their  work,  equivalent 
at  the  present  .rate  of  exchange  to  15  or  17i  cents  in  American 
currency.    . 

After  a  fieid  has  been  broken  up  in  the  manner  described  the  same 
hoe  is  again  employed  to  make  long  trenches  about  8  inches  deep. 
The  cane  is  planted  in  the  ti-enches  and  covered  with  earth  with  the 
same  hoe  that  has  already  served  as  a  plow  and  middle  breaker  and 
which  is  to  jjerform  still  another  important  function — that  of  culti- 
vating the  gi-ound  between  the  rows  of  young  cane  to  keep  it  free 
from  weeils.  Surely  in  a  great  agi'icxdtural  country  one  would  have 
to  look  a  loug  time  to  find  a  more  unpromising  field  from  the  mann- 
factui-er's  standpoint.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  this, 
system  of  plowing  and  cultivating  is  followed  chiefly  in  the  very 
hilly  districts  of  the  State  of  Pernambiico. 

Xodem  Kethods  Practiced  at  State  Farm. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Garanhuns  is  an  agricultural  in.stitute  operated 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  Government  of  Pemambuco  where 
modern  implements  are  used.  Here,  however,  mixed  farming  is 
practiced,  Indian  corn,  Irish  potatoes,  beans,  asparagus,  sweet  pota- 
toes, mandioca,  flax,  coffee,  sugar  cane,  and  a  native  grass  (valued 
for  the  fine  quality  of  hay  it  produces)  being  the  crops  grown. 

The  two  tj'pes  of  plows  that  have  given  the  best  results  are  two- 
way  sulkies  and  revei-sible  disks,  one  yoke  of  bullocks  furnishing  suffi- 
cient power  to  work  the  plows  to  a  depth  of  3^  inches,  which  is  all 
that  is  required.  Cheap  cast-iron  hillside  plows  are  used  for  culti- 
vating and  have  met  with  a  ready  acceptance.  Aside  from  the  chilled 
cultivating  plows,  the  only  type  of  cultivator  favored  is  the  5-tooth 
cultivator  with  expanding  lever,  fitted  with  two  regular  bull-tongue 
shovels,  two  10-inch  and  one  12-inch  sweeps. 

For  planting  com  and  cotton,  both  of  which  are  generally  planted 
in  rows  4  to  5  feet  apart  (so  that  mandioca  can  be  plantecl  in  be- 
tween), the  most  successful  implement  is  the  runner  opener  one-horse 
planter  with  fertilizer  attachment  and  with  press  wheel.  (Shovel 
or  knife  coverers  are  not  acceptable.)     The  same  machine  is  used 
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for  planting  a  wide  variety  of  beans,  which  are  planted  in  rows  4  feet 
apai't,  with  about  10  inches  between  plants.  Most  of  the  Irish  pota- 
toes are  planted  by  hand,  but  the  cup  type  of  i)otato  planter  with 
fertilizer  attachment  and  disk  coverers  has  been  successfully  used 
with  native-grown  seed.  Planters  do  not  like  to  use  the  potato 
planter  when  planting  imported  seed,  which  is  very  expensive,  their 
reason  for  this  being  that  the  workmen  are  careless  and  allow  too 
much  seed  to  be  damaged  by  the  machine.  The  distances  used  in 
]}lanting  potatoes  are  the  same  as  for  beans.  The  reason  that  fer- 
tilizer attachments  arc  wanted  for  planters  is  that  the  soil  lacks  lime, 
which  is  generally  supplied  at  planting  time. 
Harrows  aad  Hay  Tools. 

Disk  harrows  in  the  4,  6,  and  8  foot  sizes  are  very  popular.  Tliey 
should  always  be  supplied  Avith  weight  boxes,  this  equipment  being 
required  throughout  Brazil.  In  this  particular  district  very  few 
tongue  trucks  have  been  used  with  dislt  haiTows ;  elsewhere  in  JBrazil 
tongue  trucks  are  in  great  demand.  The  2-section,  60  or  70  tooth, 
spike-toothed  harrow  is  quite  popular  and  should  be  furnished  with 
S-inch  teeth  not  less  than  10  inches  long. 

The  Director  of  the  Institute  told  me  that  durinc  the  dry  season 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prepare  hay  for  cattle  and  work  animals. 
In  spite  of  tKis  most  of  the  hay  is  being  cut  by  hand,  and  very  few 
farmers  have  ever  heard  of  a  mower,  hay  rake,  or  baling  press.  The 
Director  believes  that  if  a  few  practical  demonstrations  with  these 
implements  could  be  given  it  would  lead  to  the  sale  of  quite  a  number 
of  them.  Mowers  should  be  of  a  size  easily  operated  by  two  oxen  in 
fields  where  the  grass  is  long  and  heavy;  for  this  pm-pose  I  would 
recommend  4  or  4i  foot  mowers.  Baling  presses  should  be  horse- 
power presses  in  two  sizes,  one  for  making  OO-iJound  bales  and  one 
for  180-pound  bales.  Light,  .sturdy  construction  at  a  reaswiable  price 
is  vei"V  deshable. 

In  the  district  where  the  Government  farm  is  situated  there  are 
thousands  of  acres  of  Indian  com,  yet  there  is  not  a  single  corn 
sheller  or  a  sweep  mill  for  grinding  ear  corn,  both  of  which  are  verj* 
much  needed.  The  old-fashioned  methofl  of  poimding  the  com  in  a 
stone  mortar  is  still  in  vogue  and  is  a  very  slow  process. 

To  introduce  the  various  implements  to  which  I  have  referred 
would  require  a  lot  cf  educational  work  and  at  first  would  be  slow  in 
producing  results.  Personally,  however,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
an  enterprising  salesman-demonstrator  has  a  fine  field  to  work  in 
throughout  the  State  of  Pernambuco  and  could  build  up  a  large  vol- 
ume of  business.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  Brazilian  farmer  that 
once  he  has  found  a  suitable  implement  he  is  anxious  to  let  his 
neighbors  and  friends  know  about  it,  and  a  certain  line  or  brand  once 
introduced  does'not  need  to  feai-  much  competition  from  other  simi- 
lar lines. 
Americaa  Tractor  on  Sugar  Estate. 

On  the  sugar  fazenda  of  Dr.  Bezera,  Minister  of  Agriculture  for 
Brazil  at  Cabo,  a  40-horsepower  tractor  is  giving  excellent  satis- 
faction. For  fuel  it  uses  alcohol  made  on  the  estate.  It  is  a  pity 
that  so  much  of  the  land  in4he  north  of  Brazil  is  too  hilly  to  penmt 
the  use  of  more  tractors,  as  they  certainly  are  the  ideal  machines  for 
working  large  holdings. 
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In  this  district  cane  is  very  often  planted  in  furrows  about  8 
inches  deep  made  with  a  middle  breaker  in  land  that  has  never  been 
plowed.  Tlie  furrows  are  3  to  5  feet  apart.  An  implement  for 
making  the  furrows  which  has  found  a  ready  sale  in  all  parts  of  the 
cane  districts  is  the  Bajac  (French)  middle  breaker  with  a  chilled 
bottom.  The  middle-breaker  beam  is  of  steel,  as  are  also  the  handles. 
A  gauge  wheel  is  provided  for  regulating  the  depth,  and  an  adjust- 
able draft  rod  for  regulating  the  hitch.  The  moldboards  are  more 
than  20  inches  long  and  are  adjus-table  for  width,  like  tlie  mold- 
boards  of  wing-shovel  plows.  This  share  is  capable  of  penetrating 
rather  hard  clay  soil  that  has  never  been  plowed.  A  steel  fore- 
carriage  is  always  furnished  with  the  plow.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
acceptable  implements  in  the  State  of  I'ernambuco,  and  as  the  Bajac 
factory  is  in  the  war  zone  and  will  probablj-  not  be  in  a  position  to 
furnish  this  plow  for  some  yeai*s  to  come,  it  might  be  well  for  some 
American  manufacturer  to  try  to  furnish  a  good  substitute.  The 
retail  price  of  the  plow  in  Pernambuco  is  250  milreis  ($02.r)0  Ameri- 
can currency).  I  have  seen  a  plowman  try  to  open,  with  an  .\meri- 
can-made  chilled  hillside  plow,  the  same  kind  of  a  furrow  the  Bajac 
opens,  but  the  result  Avas  far  from  satisfactory.  A  wide  furrow  is 
not  wanted ;  most  of  them  are  not  over  6  inches  wide  at  the  top  and 
are  V-shaped.  To  o})en  a  furrow  of  that  kind  in  new  land  with  a 
hillside  plow  means  that  the  plowman  has  to  put  all  his  weight  on 
one  of  the  handles,  making  it  next  to  impossible  to  cut  a  straight 
furrow  and  taxing  the  strength  of  the  man.  To  accomplish  the  same 
work  with  the  Bajac  middle  breaker  it  is  only  necessary  for  the 
plowman  to  guide  the  plow. 

The  sugar  cane  on  this  estate  is  hauled  to  the  mill  in  American- 
built  steel  wagons  which  have  given  very  good  results.  Most  of  the 
wagons  that  have  come  out  so  far  have  been  sujiplied  without  bolster 
springs,  and  from  some  parts  of  the  country  there  is  a  demand  for 
springs.    Good  strong  brakes  are  required  everywhere. 


NEW  BATES  FOB  ALASKAN  BASIC  SEBVICE. 

The  Director  of  Naval  Communications  has  announced  that, 
effective  October  1.  1910,  radio  rates,  to  conform  as  neai*  as  possible 
to  the  rates  of  the  Wasliington-Alaska  Military  Cable  and  Telegraph 
system  effective  that  date,  will  be  placed  in  effect  via  the  Naval 
C<Hnmunication  Service  in  Alaska.  These  rates  will  supersede  all 
other  rates  in  effect  over  this  system.' 

All  traffic  to  or  from  ships  at  sea  will  be  prefixed  "  Radio.''  Cable 
count  will  be  used.  Ten-word  minimum  will  be  required.  Naval 
radio  stations  at  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  Dutch  Harbor,  Kodiak, 
Cordova,  and  Sitka  will  apply  a  6-cent  coast  tax.  Service  between 
any  point  in  Alaska  i-eached  by  the  Naval  Communication  Service 
or  the  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  and  •  Telegraph  system 
and  any  of  these  stations  will  carrv  a  rate  of  5  cents  per  word  addi- 
tional. This  will  also  include  North  Head  or  Seattle  for  local 
delivery  or  for  transfer  to  other  systems  to  reach  points  beyond 
these  systems.  The  traffic  may  be  routed  via  either  the  Naval  Com- 
munication Service  or  cable  service  or  both.  This  rate  does  not 
include  other  line  charges,  which  should  be  added  if  it  is  necessary 
to  employ  other  lines  to  reach  destination. 
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SIAM'S  BZW  BUDOET  ESTIMATES. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Ilanwo,  Bangkok,  Aug.  17.] 

The  recently  published  rejwrt  of  the  Financial  Adviser  on  Siam's 
budget  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Mareh  31, 1917,  shows  that 
the  Inst  fiscal  year  closed  with  a  surplus  of  $3,095,100,  and  that,  in- 
cluding this  sum,  nearly  $7,400,000  has  been  added  to  th^  treasury 
reserves  Avithin  two  years.  This  result  constitutes  a  record  in  the 
financial  history  of  Siam.  Partly  owing  to  this  improvement  in  the 
rexonue,  it  was  decided  to  sujjpress  one  important  source  of  revenue 
for  the  current  year,  namely,  the  public  lottery,  which  for  last  year 
■  yielded  $1,308,200. 

The  ordinary  revenue,  for  the  fiscal  twelvemonth  ending  March 
31.  1917,  is  estimated  at  $-2G,Gi>-2,350,"but  included  in  this  amount  is 
$829,350  transferred  from  the  treasury  reserves  in  order  to  make 
the  total  equal  that  of  the  year's  anticipated  outlays.  The  various 
revenue  heads  in  the  budget  estimates  for  the  current  year  embrace: 
Government  domains,  including  foi-ests,  mines,  etc.,  estimated  rev- 
enue $1,671,500,  an  increase  of  $181,225  as  compared  with  1915-16; 
commercial  services,  incli|ding  posts,  telegraphs,  telephones,  and 
railways,  $2,836,050,  increase,  $280,600 ;  other  direct  revenue,  $465j- 
575,  increase.  $50,075 ;  direct  taxes,  including  land  revenue  and  capi- 
tation tax,  $5,756,325,  increase,  $335,375 ;  other  taxes,  including  cus- 
toms, excise,  etc.,  $7,115,325,  decrease,  $1,050,525;  opium  monopoly, 
$5,955,600,  increase,  $65,150;  fees,  fines,  and  licenses,  $1,986,900;  in- 
crease, $151,000;  miscellaneous  revenues,  $339,325,  increase,  $47,250. 

Extraordinary  Expenditures. 

The  budget  estimates  tliat  i-elate  to  exiienditures  not  to  be  met 
fnmi  the  revenue  of  the  year  are  provided  for  by  foreign  loans,  the 
treasury  reserve,  and  the  sinking  fund,  and  for  the  fiscal  twelve- 
month ending  March  31,  1917,  amount  to  $(5,820,875,  an  increase  of 
:pl. 450,050,  as- compared  with  the  estimates  for  1915-16.  The  only 
expenditures  chargeable  to  loans  are  those  relating  to  fhe  construc- 
tion of  the  main  lines  of  the  southern  railway,  and  the  amount  set 
iiside  for  this  purpose  for  the  current  year  is  $2,326,925,  being  a 
iwluction  of  $02,525.  as  compared  with  last  year,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  requirements  for  rails  and  steelwork  for  bridges  were 
smaller.  From  the  treasm-y  reserves  $4,205,550  is  provided  for  do- 
mestic utilities  and  new  works  in  the  process  of  construction  during 
the  current  year,  namely,  for  the  northern  railway  extension, 
$1,332,000;  for  branch  lines  of'southern  railway,  $254,200;  for  Bang- 
kok waterworks,  $70,850;  for  irrigation  purposes,  $1,291,850;  con- 
struction of  new  royal  yacht,  $427,275 ;  and  for  current  expenditures, 
$829,375. 

The  sum  of  $288,400  is  chargeable  to  the  loan  sinking  fund  and 
provides  for  interest  and  annuities  in  paving  o£f  the  loans,  which 
consist  of  a  £1,000,000  ($4,866,500)  loan'in  1905  and  a  £3,000,000 
($14,599,500)  loan  in  1907,  both  of  which  were  raised  in  Europe  and 
pay  ^  per  cent  interest;  and,  finally,  a  loan  of  £4,000,000  ($19,- 
466,000)  in  1909  from  the  British  Federated  Malay  States  for  the 
southern  railway  extension,  this  loan  being  afterwards  increased  to 
£4,750,000  ($23,115,875),  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent  <m 
the  moneys  actually  advanced  m>m  time  to  time  as  needed  for  the 
work  on  this  railway.    The  total  amount  drawn  on  the  last-named 
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loan  is  now  £3.130,000  ($15,232,200),  while  the  two  other  loans  have 
been  reduced  by  i-epayment  of  capital  to  £3,700,200  ($18,007,000), 
so  that  by  March  31,  1917,  the  net  acgregate  indebtedness  of  Siam 
would  amount  to  £6,830,200  ($33,239,200) » 

In  a  statement  appended  at  the  end  of  the  report  the  Financial 
Adviser  shows  that  there  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  Siain's  ordi- 
nary revenue  during  the  last  23  years,  indicating  a  general  increase 
in  the  wealth  of  the  country,  the  actual  ordinary  revenue  having 
advanced  from  $5,689,900  in"l893  to  $27,344.3r>0  in  1915.  However, 
there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  exjjcnditures  dui-ing  the 
same  period,  these  having  risen  from  $5,520,021  to  $24,248,170. 

OBAIN-EIEVATOR  CONSTBIJCTION  IN  BIJSSIA. 

tWeekljr  BuUetin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  ComineropT  Ottawa,  Oct.  2.] 

The  construction  and  ownership  by  the  Government  of  gi-ain 
elevators  in  Kussia  is  now  a  settled  policy  of  the  cotmtry.  The  whole 
question  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  oi  the  State  Bank,  which  sub- 
lets and  finances  the  construction  and  directs  the  subsequent  opera- 
tion of  the  elevators. 

According  to  the  official  statement  just  published,  on  January  1, 
1915,  there  were  open  for  exploitation  18  Government  elevators  hav- 
ing a  total  capacity  of  6,000,000  bu.shels.  On  January  1,  1910,  the 
number  had  increased  to  33  elevators  with  a  total  capacity  of  12,- 
000,000  bushels.  According  to  the  building  program  subniitted  by 
the  State  Bank,  which  was  officially  approved  in  July,  1915.  it  is 
proposed  to  constnict  77  grain  elevators,  with  a  total  capacity  of 
40,000,000  bushels,  but  the  ftdl  realization  of  this  program  will  be 
possible  only  after  the  war.  Meanwhile  the  State  Bank  is  putting  up 
only  elevators  of  the  larger  type,  with  a  capacity  of  600,000  bushels, 
in  the  important  gi*ain-growing  centers,  at  points  where  the  need  of 
them  is  pressing.  ■ 

Elevators  of  Hallway  Companies  and  Others — Small  Country  Elevators. 

In  March,  1913,  there  j?ere  also  01  railway  and  private  elevators 
in  Kussia,  having  a  total  capacity  of  14,000,000  bushels,  including  the 
elevators  in  the  following  ports:  Petrograd,  two  elevators,  2.000,000 
bushels;  Reval,  one  elevator,  150,000  bushels;  Kiga,  one  elevator, 
450,000  bushels;  Windau,  one  elevator,  1,500,000  busliels;  Novoros- 
sislc,  one  elevator,  1,800,000  bushels;  Nikolaief,  one  elevator,  1,000,000 
bushels;  Odessa,  one  elevator,  600,000  bushels. 

The  average  capacity  of  the  Russian  port  elevator  is  about  1,000,000 
bushels ;  those  of  the  railways  average  150,000  bushels,  while  the  size 
of  the  State  Bank  elevators  is  some  350,000  bushels.  The  railway 
elevators  serAe  merely  for  the  temporary  storage  of  grain  in  the  in- 
terior, pending  transfer  to  the  ports,  where  the  larger  elevators  for 
storage  are  provided.  The  State  Bank's  policy  is  to  construct  grain 
elevators  in  the  larger  grain  trading  and  exchange  centers  in  the 
interior,  in  order  to  permit  of  longer  storage  when  necessary  ac- 
cording to  the  market  situation. 

In  addition  to  these  larger  collecting  and  storage  elevators,  there 
remains  the  question  of  the  creation  of  the  smaller  country  or  local 
elevators.  The  State  Bank  encourages  agricultural  and  cooperative 
societies  and  credit  associations  to  erect  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tion by  offering  to  advance  up  to  90  per  cent  of  the  total  cost,  to  be 
repayable  at  the  end  of  10  to  15  years. 
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AHEUCAN  ZmXEEST  IN  NSW  HONSUIAV  ZHmiBXBT. 

[Consul  B.  U.  Lawton,  TecQdsalpa.  Aug.  22.] 

The  development  of  an  industry  which  is  closely  related  to  the 
banana  trade  is  to  receive  an  impetus  from  American  interests.  Ba- 
nanas suitable  for  export  must  always  be  a  certain  size  or  niunber 
of  "hands."  The  rejection  of  smaller  bimches  by  the  fruit  com- 
panies has  ahvay»  been  a  source  of  complaint  and  also  of  loss  to  the 
planters.  It  is  now  proposed  to  use  them  in'  the  manufacture  of 
alcohol.  By  executi\e  order,  the  President  of  Honduras  has  signed 
a  contract  by  which  an  American  of  long  exiierience  in  the  fruit 
business  in  the  TropicSj  representing  a  company  of  American  capi- 
talists, is  granted  the  right  to  erect  a  distillery'  at  San  Pedro  Sula, 
Honduras.  • 

The  concessionaire  has  deposited  $2y,000  with  the  Government  as 
an  earnest  of  good  faith,  which  is  to  be  credited  toward  export  du- 
ties on  the  alcohol  at  3  cents  gold  per  gallon.  He  will  also  pay  4,000 
pesos  annually  (about  $2,000)  for  salaries  of  Government  inspectors, 
as  distillation  of  .spirits  is  a  Government  monopoly.  He  agrees*  to 
take  all  the  bananas  oflFered  up  to  200,000  bunches  monthly  at  a  fixed 
price  of  30  cents- gold  per  hundredweight.  The  concessionaire  must 
begin  distilling  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  congressional  ap- 
probation of  the  concession. 

Stimnlvs  for  Northern  Section  of  Honduras. 

This  new  industry  will  be  a  valuable  stimulus  for  the  northern 
section  of  Honduras,  by  helping  out  the  decreasing  banana  industry 
of  the  Clortes  district,  increasing  railroad  freights,  and  providing 
labor  for  the  natives. 

In  addition  to  the  Executive  order  mentioned,  the  Department  of 
Fomento  of  the  Honduras  Government  has  also  approved  the  com- 
pany's application  for  the  right  to  build  a  sugar  miU  and  a  paper 
mill  near  the  distillery.  The  company  proiwses  to  supply  plantere 
with  funds  for  planting  sugar  cane  on  thft  worn-out  banana  lands, 
and  will  also  distill  from  the  cane,  the  baga^^e  of  which  is  to  be  used 
in  the  manufactuve  of  paper.  Experiments  will  be  made  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  paper  from  banana  waste. 

The  concessionaire  is  just  leaving  for  the  United  StateSj  but  may 
be  addressed  later  at  San  Pedro  Sula.  His  company  is  capitalized  at 
$500,000. 

[The  name  of  the  concessionaire  mentioned,  and  of  the  company  lie  represents, 
with  the  address  In  the  United  States,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  oflices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  80156.]  

CAFE  ST.  ELIAS  UGHT  STATION  IN  OFEBATIGN. 

The  new  Cape  St.  Elias  light  station,  Alaska,  located  on  the  south 
end  of  Kayak  Island,  was  first  lighted  on  September  6.  This  light 
is  of  300,000  candlepower,  and  the  range  due  to  its  elevation  is  15i 
nautical  miles.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  light  stations  on 
the  coast  of  Alaska,  as  it  is  the  landfall  light  for  vessels  bound  to* 
Prince  William  Sound  or  Cook  Inlet  from  either  the  Pacific  coast 
of  the  United  States  or  southeastern  Alaska. 
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smppnre  dtoreases  at  foeto  bicah  pobis. 

[Harwood  Hall,  correnpondent,  San  Joaa,  Sept.  27.1 

Ships  entering  Porto  Kican  ports  have  greatly  increased  in  num- 
ber during  the  two  years  of  the  war  despite  the  curtailment  of  various 
shipping  services.  Increased  facilities  for  furnishing  supplies  to  ves- 
sels at  this  port  are  credited  with  attracting  many  new  vessel*.  A  new 
modem  coal  dock  has  just  been  completed  here  and  is  equipped  witl» 
mechanical  loading  and  unloading  device-s.  Fuel-oil  tanks  with  u 
capacity  of  2,000,000  gallons  have  been  built  at  the  port  of  Ponce, 
while  similar  tanks  are  under  construction  at  San  Juan. 

During  the  year  ended  Jime  30,  lf>14,  the  total  number  of  ships 
entering  Porto  Kican  ports  was  838,  of  which  582  were  steamships 
and  256  sailing  vessels.  In  the  period  ended  June  30, 10ir>,  the  num- 
ber of  ships  was  888,  ap  increase  of  50  vessels.  Of  this  number  (504 
were  steamers  and  284  sailing  vessels.  For  the  year  ended  Jime  30, 
1916,  there  were  958  Porto  Eican  arrivals,  an  increase  i>{  70  vessels 
over  last  year,  and  an  increase  of  120  vessels  over  the  year  Ix'forc  the 
war.  The  increase  shown  in  1J>15  was  due  chiefly  to  the  larger  number 
of  British  vessels  calling  here. 

Sptlm  Has  Held  lAad  ill  ionics  Trade. 

In  tlie  year  ended  June,  1914,  Spain  held  the  lead  in  the  foreign 
trade,  both  in  the  number  of  vessels  sent  here  and  in  the  tonnage 
represented.  There  were  76  Spanish  steamers  and  one  Spanish  sail- 
ing vessel  that  entered  island  ports,  representing  a  tonnage  of 
132,657.  Although  British  ships  came  next  with  89  vessels,  their 
tonnage  of  81,668  was  very  much  below  that  of  Germany,  whose  57 
steamers  and  1  sailing  vessel  represented  117,056  tons. 

In  1915  Spanish  vessels  still  led  in  tonnage  with  135,448  to  12r.,248 
for  British  shipping.  In  this  year,  however,  there  was  a  remarkable 
increase  in  the  number  of  British  vessels  calling  here,  rising  from  89 
in  1914  to  150  in  1915.  From  57  vessels  calling  here  in  the  year  prior 
tt  the  war  France  fell  off  to  39  in  1915. 

The  trade  of  ships  under  American  registry  and  in  domestic  trade 
decreased  steadily  throughout  this  period.  In  1914  the  number 
visiting  here  was  397.  of  which  263  were  steamships  and  134  sailing 
vessels.  The  tonnage  represented,  however,  was  much  higher  than 
the  entire  tonnage  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  year,  being  678,884 
"gainst  540,189.  The  same  was  the  case  in  the  following  year  when, 
with  only  369  vessels  as  against  the  519  of  the  foreign  trade,  the 
towage  represented  was  673,234  against  486,399. 
th  increase  in  the  shippmg  ojf  Porto  Rico  during  the  period  of 
the  War  is  attributed  by  authorities  here  to  natural  causes,  and  it  is 
^id  that  but  for  the  war  the  increase  would  have  been  much  greater, 
*s  there  has  been  a  loss  of  German  shipping  which  previously  was 
extensively  employed  in  trade  here.  It  is  pot  thought  that  the  war 
"*s  created  any  artificial  increase. 

•'wrt  SteamiUp  Line  with  Braill. 

A  significant  feature  has  been  the  introduction  of  a  direct  line  of 
J^nmcation  with  Brazil.  The  freight  business  on  this  route  is 
^^™^good  proportions.  During  1914  not  a  Brazilian  steamer 
^^Ki  local  ports;  in  1915  there  were  but  two  and  since  that  time 
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there  have  been  monthly  calls  here  by  such  vessels  until,  at  present, 
the  Lloyd  Brazileiro  Line  has  four  steamers  a  month  stopping  at 
this  port,  two  bound  for  New  York  and  two  for  South  America. 
The  Brazilian  shi^is  take  on  coal  here. 

[A  report  of  the  Inauguration  of  the  Brazllinn  steamship  service  was  pub- 
lishetl  in^OMMCKCE  Uepokts  for  Aug.  10,  1916.] 

MABEET  CONDITIONS  FOB  SOUTH  AFRICAN  PBODUCE. 

tVlcc  Consul  Fayette  J.  Plexor,  Port  Elizabetb,  Aufr.  14.] 

For  the  past  month  the  wqol  market  has  been  extremely  qniet. 
iWith  the  exception  of  short,  seedy  wools  a  good  demand  exists  for 
all  descriptions.  Last  season  s  clip  has  been  marketed  and  the  present 
arrivals  consist  only  of  parcels  of  oddments,  which  are- unsalable. 
The  tone  generally  remains  firm  and  unchanged.  Local  buyers  are 
awaiting  developments  regarding  the  future  of  the  British  market. 
With  Australasian  exports  to  the  United  States  diminished  because 
oif  an  embargo  it  is  anticipated  that  a  large  proportion  of  Soutli 
Africa's  wools  will  be  shipped  to  jVinerica.  The  new  season's  clip 
will  be  in  the  market  in  September. 

At  the  Municipal  Market  on  August  8  only  120  bales  were  offered 
and  30  sold.    Prices  ranged  as  follows : 


Grades. 


Ex.  super  snoTVhItas 

Super  8Dowwhlt«s 

Imerlor  to  good  snovnbltes. 
Grassr«ldt,  grease: 

Ex.  super  long 

Good  to  super 

Short, light 

Short,  seedy 

Lone  Karoo 

Hedinm  Karoo 

Short  Karoo 


il 
Price  i{ 

per    '  Grades, 

pound.; 


Ctntf.  '   Orassveldt,  greMe— Contlnned: 

67-71  |l         Inferior  Karoo 

SS-Cl   {        Coarse  and  colored  grease 

41-10     Orange  Free  State  and  Transvaal: 

'  Lone,  .special  clip? 

30-S3  II         Mediumsuper 

18-22'  Bhortsuper 

12-15  !  I         Heavy  Transvaal 

8-10  !  Short.light 

18-22  11         Short,  heavy  or  seedy 

14-10  :   Basutcs 

12-10 

II 


Price 
pound. 


cm*. 
8-10 
12-18 

24-2i 
It -18 
14-18 
13 -IS 
12  H4 
10-12 
14-17 


Skins  and  Hide* — Xohair  Karket  (knlet. 

The  competition  for  skins  and  hides  continues  to  be  active  with 
no  change  to  be  reported  in  skins.  Hides  are  quoted  a  fraction  lower. 
Shipments  of  skins  to  America  are  unusually  neavy,  while  the  traffic 
in  hides  has  become  negligible.  Sun-dried  hides  are  quoted  at  25 
to  26  cents  a  pound ;  dry  salted  at  23J  to  24  cents.  For  sound  sheep- 
skins 16  to  16^  cents  is  asked ;  for  pelts,  12  to  12^  cents ;  for  coarse 
wooled,  15  to  15^  cents.  Goatskins  are  priced  30  to  35J  cents  a 
pound  and  Angora  skins  20J  to  22  cents.  Cape  skins  bring  $1.10  to 
$1.16  each. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  whv  American  buyers  are  content 
to  submit  to  the  delays  occasioned  by  the  indirect  purchasing  of 
South  African  mohair  through  the  Bradford  market  when  the  fa- 
cilities offered  for  direct  shipments  are  as  excellent  as  at  present. 
Immediately  following  the  arrival  of  the  new  season's  mohair  clip 
in  May,  a  rush  of  American  orders  forced  the  prices  to  the  highest 
level  ever  known  to  the  South  African  trade.    Approximately  2,000 
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bales  were  shipped  duriiif  May  and  June.  Latterly,  the  direct  ship- 
ments of  mohair  have  fallen  off  to  an  almost  negligible  amount, 
while  Bnulf<ml  interests  have  purchased,  for  American  orders,  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  1916  clip.  At  present  there 
is  no  inquiry  for  the  chief  grades  of  mohair.  The  London  market  is 
r^K>rtea  to  be  stagnant,  and  local  brokers  are  holding  for  the  high 
pnces  quoted  early  in  the  season.    The  prices  per  pound  follow : 


Ofttde. 

Price 
poond. 

Ond«. 

Price 

per 

pound. 

Sopcrsammarkids 

Cenla. 
49-51 
41-45 
30-34 
41-«3 
30-40 
32-34 
28-90 

On/*. 

.  Mixed  hair,  Miedy  or  coarse 

lS-22 

mxacTor  short  samnMT  kids 

,  Winter  hair.    ..'. " 

'  lioelcs 

18-19 

ATangesnmiDerflnU 

28-29 

nowt  <»min*r  flnH 

Winter  kids 

Further  BeoUae  in  Ottrloh  7eatheri. 


A  fairly  large  quantity  of  ostrich  feathers  was  .submitted  at  the' 
Public  Market  on  August  8,  consisting  of  good  stock  of  all  grades. 
The  market  opened  firm  and  even  showed  some  improvement,  but 
later  in  the  day  a  falling  off  caused  the  owners  to  withdraw  their 
offerings.  There  are  indications  that  Super  feathers  may  shortly 
commaitd  higher  prices.  The  total  quantity  sold  realized  $19,612 
and  weighed  4,818  poimds.  Tlie  quotations  for  uusorted  parcels 
follow : 


Orades. 

Price  per' 
pomd. 

Orades. 

Price  per 
pound. 

Primes 

Sl«.45-«a0.20 

14.60-  10.45 
0.75-  14.80 

3.05-  7.30 

10. 4^  28.75 

10.05-  13.40 

5.50-    8.70 

f.80-   4.26 

5.50-  10. 9S 

3.06-  4.85 
2.4»-    3.86 

.80-    1.20 

BlackK 

Lomr 

Whttec 

13.83-17.30 

Fint 

Mefflum ;::::.;:.:.::;:::::::;:: 

1.95-  2.M 

Bbort 

.60-  1.20 

Third 

Floaa  

2.45-  3.65 

Feminas:                             y 

Sanr 

Drabs: 

Long 

3.05-  5.50 

fiood 

Uedluin 

1.45-  ?.4S 

Seoood 

Bliort 

.50-  1.00 

Thiid 

Floss 

2.45-  3.65 

Hvn.fr* /finer)         

Spadonas: 

Super 

Talis: 

8.50-  9.75 

Wlitte 

Light 

3.65-  7.30 

Lteht 

Dark 

1.80-3.05 

D«k 

Chicks 

.25-    .80 

MABEET  FOE  FBUIT  IN  SIBERIA. 

[Weekly  Bull<'tln,  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Oct.  2.] 

Before  the  war  a  quantity  of  dried  apples  from  California  and 
Australia  were  being  sniped  each  year  to  the  Siberian  market  through 
Hamburg  houses.  It  is  thought  that  it  might  now  be  possible  to 
develop  a  direct  trade  with  the  countries  from  which  these  fruite 
originated.  The  Bussians  are  very  fond  of  fruit  and  the  consump- 
tion of  apples  in  the  chief  centers  of  Siberia  is  large.  Most  of  the 
supply  for  this  market  comes  from  Turkestan;  but  as  this  fruit  is  not 
always  of  ^ood  quality  the  well-to-do  Eussians  are  willing  to  pay 
a  hi^er  price  for  apples  and  other  fruits  of  a  higher  grade. 
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EtJBBEE  FBODUCTION  IN  SOUTH  INDIA. 

ICoasul  Luclcn  Memmlogrer,  Madras,  Aug.  7.] 

According  to  a  report  onriibber  production  in  South  India  recently 
jirepared  by  the  Department,  of  Agriculture  of  the  Madras  Presi- 
dency the  total  area  under  Hevea  rubber  in  1914  in  Cochin,  Tra van- 
core,  Malabar,  Madras  Presidency,  and  Coorg  was  44,125  acres. 
The  yield  in  Cochin  was  estimated  at  334,000  pounds;  Travancore, 
1,985,460  pounds;  Malabar,  103,400  pounds.  No  estimates  of  yield 
are  given  for  the  Madi-as  Presidency  and  Coorg.  The  area  under 
Ceara  rubber  {Manihot  Cflazorii)  at  the  present  date  is  stated  in  the 
report  to  be  12,000  acres  in  Coorg,  300  acres  in  Mysore,  and  200  acres 
in  the  Shevaroy  Hills. 

The  origin  of  rubber  planting  in  South  India,  methods  of  cultiva- 
tion, system  of  tapping,  etc.,  are  described' in  the  report,  and,  as  these 
details  are  the  latest  tjuthentic  information  available  on  the  subject, 
extracts  from  the  report  are  here  quoted : 
Favorable  Localities — Cnltnral  Kethods. 

The  first  rubbor  estate  In  South  India  was  opened  \n  1»02  at  Tattakad  on 
the  banks  of  the  Pwlyar  Uivers  in  Travancore.  This  was  followed  In  1904  by 
estates  iu  Mudakayam  in  South  Travancore,  and  in  1905  by  estates  in  Cochin. 
Since  then  ninny  estates  have  l)eeu  oiwned  in  these  districts  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  Wyanaad  and  Nilglrls  in  the  Nllnnibur  Valley  and  its  neighborhood. 

Hevea  rublier  requires  a  Iiot,  damp  climate  with  a  heavy,  well-distributed 
rainfall.  While  it  is  cultivated  in  some  of  the  hill  districts  up  to  elevations  of 
1,500  feet  and  more,  its  growth  Is  apt  to  be  slow.  The  l)est  localities  In  South 
India  are  found  to  be  the  lower  elevations  alont;  the  West  Coast,  in  Malabar, 
Cochin,  and  Travancore.  Here  the  growth  is  rapid  and  trees  can  l)c  tapped  at 
3  and  4  years  of  age.  The  tea  districts  are  in  the  same  localities  and  many 
estates  contain  both  tea  and  rubber,  the  latter  on  the  lower  slopes  and  the 
former  at  the  higher  elevations.  In  some  liistam-es  a  mixe<l  cultivation  of 
tea  and  rubber  has  been  attempted,  but  this  Is  not  a  general  success. 

The  laud  is  ciearecl,  the  Jungle  burued,  drains  made,  and  pits  prepared  as  in 
the  ca.se  of  tea.  The  rubber  see<l  Is  grown  In  nurseries  and  either  planted  out 
In  its  first  year  or.  left  in  the  nursery  for  18  months  or  two  years  and  then  cut 
down  and  the  stutnps  plante<l,  according  to  individual  taste. or  variations  of 
climate.  The  trees  are  usually  planted  20  feet  by  10  feet,  but  it  has  been  found 
that  by  the  time  they  are  6  or  7  years  old  this  Is  too  close,  and  alternate 
trees  have  to  be  removed.  Whether  to  plant  wide  at  the  beginning,  or  to  i>lant 
closely  and  later  on  take  out  alternate  trees,  Is  an  open  question,  and  there  Is 
much  to  be  said  for  both  methods.  The  latter  Is  the  cheaper  way,. as  it  reduces 
the  cost  of  weeding  and  some  rubber  is  obtainetl  from  the  alternate  trees  before 
they  are  removed. 

The  yield  per  acre  in  Southern  India  is  not  so  large  as  that  obtained  in  the 
Federated  Malay  States,  but  with  the  advancing  age  of  the  trees  and  the 
growing  knowleilge  of  nianurial  requirements  it  will  no  doubt  increa.se.  There 
are  few  pests  of  rubber  to  contend  with  and  those  that  do  exist  in  South  India 
are  comparatively  easy  to  control. 
Vtensils  Employed— Making  "  Biscuit  "  Rubber. 

The  early  years  of  the  Industry  saw  not  only  many  systems  of  tapping  which 
have  now  been  abandoneti — some  involving  a  large  number  of  cuts  Wgh  up  the 
tree — ^but  a  large  variety  of  tapping  knives,  some  of  them  strange-looking 
implements  with  siiui-s  aad  guards  Ue.vised  to  prevent  too  deer-  cutting.  Most 
of  these  have  now  been  reiegulcd  to  museums,  and  either  a  double-edged  chisel 
is  used  or  a  slight  m<Hlificntion  of  the  farrier's  knife. 

Tlie  tapping  is  done  in  the  verv  eaily  morning  or  the  lute  evening,  when  the 
latex  flows  well.  In  the  heat  of  tlie  day  the  latex  is  apt  to  coagulate  in  the 
cuts,  and  the  flow  soon  cea.ses.  After  the  allotted  number  of  trees  have  been  tapped 
the  coolies  go  to  the  first  tree  tappwl  and  begin  to  collect  the  latex  from  the 
cups  place<l  to  catch  It.  These  are  emptletl  into  enameled  buckets,  and  the 
latex  is  titen  conveved  to  the  factory.  The  cups  are  washed  and  placed  upside 
down  by  the  tree  ready  for  use  at  the  next  round  of  tapping.  Before  each  tr^ 
is  tapped  again  the  thin  strip  of  rubber  tliat  has  coagulated  inuthe  cut.  and 
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central  cbaoDel  is  striated  off  and  this  constitutes  wlwt  is  known  as  "  scrap " 
rubber,  one  of  the  Iowa:  grades. 

A  mbber  factory  at  which  high-grade  rubber  is  being  made  much  reseutUes 
a  dairy,  tlie  miUi-like  am>earance  of  the  latex  adding  to  this  illusion,  as  well  as 
the  precautions  taken  to  insure  absolute  cleanliness.  One  of  two  methods  of 
manufacture  Is  generally  ad<^ted.  If  the  estate  is  young,  and  only  a  few  trees 
are  b^ng  tapped,  the  rubber  is  made  in  the  form  of  biscuits  or  sheets.  The 
latex  Is  put  into  shallow  round  dishes  or  obloug  pans  und  a  certain  quantity  of 
acetic  acid  added  to  it  This  'is  the  coagulating  agent  most  generally  used. 
After  standing  for  some  hours  the  rubber  is  found  flouting  on  the  top  of  the  lUsh 
in  a  white,  spongj-  clot.  This  Is  removed  and  washed  and  rolled  by  hand  and 
through  B  mangle  until  clean.  The  biscuits  are  placed  on  racks  iu  a  warm  room 
or  an  artificial  drier  nnd  allowed  to  remain  there  until  dry.  The  finished  bis- 
cuits are  pnle  amber  colored  and  transparent  and  for  this  reason  are  pi^ular 
on  the  I'liirket,  for  their  purity  ami  freetloni  from  dirt  vnn  bo  tudfrc<l  by  holding 
them  to  the  light  and  looking  through  them. 

Xaehitter7  Tted  lit  frepaffttten  of  Latex — ^Prloet. 

On  estates,  however,  where  many  trees  are  beiiij;  tiipiHHl  aud  a  largo  voliuue 
of  latex  is  l)cln>{  collected  eaoli  day  the  iirocofw  of  making  biscnlts  occupies 
too  much  factory  space  and  labor.  Machinery  must  l)e  installed  to  deal  with 
large  quantities  of  latex  and  wet  mbber  at  a  time.  This  machinery  is  u.snally 
driven  by  an  oil  engine,  but  on  estates  with  large  supplies  of  timber  water  gas 
ntade  from  charcoal  is  found  to  t)e  a  cheaper  source  of  energy  than  oil,  and  n 
suction  gas  engine  Is  used.    The  usual  process ■  of  m.iaufncture  Is  as  follows: 

The  latex  is  strained  and  mixed  in  big  tanks  or  baths  with  the  requisite 
amount  of  acetic  acid  and  allowed  to  coagulat&  This  coagulation  is  In  some 
places  liastenwl  by  meatis  of  a  centrifugal  uiachiiie.  The  coagulated  rubber  is 
r<dled,  washed,  and  then  dried  either  by  hanging  up  in  a  dark  loft  heated  by 
hot  air  or  in  qiecial  drying  machines.  It  is  tlien  "  creped  "  (rolled  into  cloth- 
like strips)  by  heavy  rollers.  In  its  fiiml  stage  it  is  in  long  strips  12  to  18 
inches  wide  and  of  a  light  golden  or  pale  yellow  color. 

The  rubber  is  sometimes  smoked  while  drying.  This  is  said  to  iidd  to  its 
strength  and  to  enhance  its  value,  but  the  methods  adopted  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory  as  yet  There  is  here  a  big  field  for  experiment  and  re- 
'  search.  The  object  is  to  imitate  as  far  as  possible  the  Para  rubber  as  made 
on  the  Amazon,  which  still  brings  the  best  lU'ices.  This  is  coagulated  in  the 
smoke  of  a  fire  and  made  in  blocks,  the  latex  being  laid  on  in  successive  layers ; 
and  in  all  probability  liereln  lies  the  secret  of  success,  and  no  process  of 
smoking  after  coagulation  can  imitate  this.  There  is  at  present,  however,  a 
growing  demand  for  lightly  sraoketl  ribbed  sheet. 

The  price  obtained  for  plantation  nil)ber  has  undergone  many  changes  during 
the  last  10  years.  In  19OT  the  best  grades  brought  a  maximum  price  of  58.  ftd. 
(fl.40)  a  ]x>und  nnd  a  minimum  of  a.s.  8d.  ($0.8»).  In  1009  and  1010  It  rushed 
up  in  a  most  remarkable  way,  creating  a  "  boom  "  of  unpi'ecedento<l  magnitude. 
This  culminated  in  1910  with  plantation  rubber  at  12s.  8d.  ($3.08)  per  pound. 
Since  then  the  price  has  steadily  fallen  to  a  maximum  of  43.  6d.  ($1.10)  in 
1913  and  3s.  Id.  ($0.75)  In  1914.  At  the  beginning  of  1915  it  had  reached  2s. 
(10.49)  per  pound.  Even  at  this  price,  however,  It  is  a  paying  industry,  for 
each  year  sees  rubber  put  on  the  market  at  n  lower  cost  of  production.  Tliis 
cost  has  now  been  loweretl  to  about  lOd.  ($0.20)  a  pound,  ond  as  the  trees  get 
older  and  labor  and  machinery  are  better  organized  it  will  probably  come  down 
to  8d.  ($0.16).  At  the  same  time  each  year  shows  a  growing  demand  for  rubber 
and  more  and  more  uses  to  which  It  can  he  put. 

Cvltivatioa  of  the  Ceara  Tree. 

Manihot  Qlazovii,  the  CJeara  rubber  tree,  grows  like  a  wec-d  all  over  tiie  Kuai. 
but  until  recently  it  could  not  he  made  to  give  a  large  enough  yield  to  I)e  much 
taken  tip,  though  it  will  grow  at  higher  elevations  and  under  drier  conditions 
tlian  tlie  more  popular  Hevea.  It  grows  rapidly,  making  shoots  of  18  feet  or 
more  from  seed  in  n  single  year. 

In  southern  India  Onra  Is  ctdtlvated  on  a  plantation  scale  chiefly  in  CVorg, 
tlie  Mysore  State,  anr  tlie  Shevaroy  Hills  in  tlie  Madras  Presidency.  It  was 
first  Introduce<l  into  Mysore  about  1880  as  a  shade  tree  for  coffee,  but  it  proved 
muntitable  for  this  purpose -nnd  was  soon  cut  out.  Ceara  was  at  first  regarded 
with  a  good  deal  of  undeserved  contempt  as  a  source  of  rubber,  due  to  the  fact 
that  because  of  wrong  methods  of  manipulation  large  numbers  of  the  trees 
died  when  subjected  to  tapping.    This  difficulty  has  new  been  overcome,  nnd 
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since  1904  Cearn  rubber  has  been  extensively  planteil.  Tlie  trees  can  be  tapped 
when  they  are  3  or  4  years  old,  but  it  Is  usual  and  better  to  wait  tintll  they 
are  6  years  old.  , 

In  the  early  days  of  Ceara  rubber  great  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the 
extraction  of  latex  from  the  tree.  When  tapiicd  in  the  same  way  as  Hevoa 
rubber  the  bark  rottWl  and  so  many  of  the  ti-ees  died  that  the  industry  provetl 
unprofitable.  Tliis  diflicully  was  overcome  by  making  a  separate  cut  at  each 
tapping,  a  system  lntro<luce<l  witli  success  by  Sir.  AYestland  In  Ceylon  in  1909 
This  system  was  exinn-lmented  with  and  eIalKirate<l  on  estates  in  ('oorg  during 
1910,  and  it  has  provecl  tliere  the  best  method  of  linn<iiing  young  trees. 

The  system  finally  adopted  after  numerous  ex|)eriments  is,  first,  to  .strip 
the  outer  bark  from  that  section  of  tlie  tree  widcli  Is  to  be  tappe<l  (usually  one- 
third  of  the  clrcunifercnee)  and  then  to  cut  a  shallow,  verticid  channel  down  the 
center  of  this  area  to  act  as  a  conducting  channel  for  the  latex  to  the  collecting  cup 
at  the  base  of  the  tree.  Having  nia<le  this  channel,  a  number  of  sloping  cuts  are 
made  with  either  a  V  knife  or  a  knife  like  that  of  a  farrier  on  the  familiar 
Iierringbone  system.  As  a  nile,  .six  of  these  cuts  are  made,  three  on  each  side  of 
the  central  clmnnel  and  making  an  angle  of  about  '£2.°  with  It,  the  cuts  on  each 
side  being  a  foot  apart. 

On  each  occasion  of  tapping — us\ially.  In  Ooorg.  at  intervals  of  two  to  four 
days —  six  fresh  <'uts  are  put  iu  halfway  betwecm  the  old  ones.  The  spacing  can 
l)e  easily  arrange<l  so  that  It  takes  at  least  two  years  to  use  up  all  the  area 
barked.  As  the  trees  grow  older,  tliey  can  be  paretl  in  the  same  way  that  is 
adopted  when  tapi>ing  Hevea  rubber. 

No  Coa^lant  Needed — Yield. 

The  latex  Is  coagulated  and  the  rubl>er  manufactured  in  much  the  same  way 
ns  Is  adopted  with  Hevea  rubber.  No  coagtdant  is  neivssary,  however,  as  the 
late.x  coagtilates  with  hot  water  in  the  dark. 

As  regards  yield,  this  is  much  smaller  than  In  the  case  of  Hevea,  the  tapping 
season  (owing  to  the  long  i)erioils  of  dry  weather  in  the  districts  in  which 
Ceara  Is  grown)  being  short.  It  approximates  one-third  of  a  pound  of  nil)ber 
per  tree  per  annum  for  8-year-old  trees.  This  variety  of  rubl)er  can  be  grown, 
however,  where  Hevea  can  not,  and  as  a  subslillary  crop  to  coffee  has  prosj  •■  -ts 
In  the  coffee  districts  wlUch  are  being  more  and  more  reall7.e<l  in  southern 
India.  

AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEES  ON  XEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. ' 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  (consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Leonard,  Walter  A ;  Colombo,  Ceylon 

Osborne,  John  Ball Havre,  France 

Pike,  William  J '  St.  Oail,  Swltierland. . 

Armstrone.  John  8 Hrklol,  Ensland 

cjracoy,  Wilbur  T.« '  Seville,  Spain 

DonafasoD,  Chester Port    1/imon,    Costa 

I      Kici. 
Clum,  Itarold  D I  Caleary,  AlberU,  Can- 

I     ada. 

Chamberlin,  George  E.'' Oeirgetown,  Guiana.. 

Bpahr,  Herman  L.f '  Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    I 


Oct.   30 
Nov.  25 


Nov.  18 


Address. 


Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D. 

Do.  ' 

1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Den.wlmenl  of  State,  WashinRton,  I). 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugenie-s  t.'lster  County,  N.  Y. 


r. 


r. 


C/o  District  Onice,  Bureau  of  Forelsn 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City. 


•Mr.  (Iracey  will  be  jtlad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  castem  cities 
Interested  in  the  Spanish  trade  <lurine  bli'  visit  in  the  United  States. 

*Mr.  Chamberlin  expects  (o  arrive  in  New  York  between  October  8  and  14,  and  he  will 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  appointments  with  business  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  Information  concerning  trade  conditions  in  his  district.  His  address  until  the 
day  of  his  arrival  will  be  in  care  of  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  Wasbington,  D.  C. 

«  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  Will  bo  pleased  to 
confer  with  those  interested  in  the  Urusuayan  trade. 
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EZPOBTS  FROM  DVTCH  EAgT  IHDIES  TO  UKITED  STATES. 

[C<Hwnl  B.  8.  Balrdea.  BaUtia,  Jara.] 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  exports  of  a  number  of 
irtii^s  from  the  Dutdi  East  Indies  for  the  United  States  during  the 
fliree  monlihs  ended  June  30,  1916,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  The  principal  articles  and  the  quantity  shipped 
to  the  United  States  for  the  two  periods  were  as  follows : 


ATtiite. 

1919 

MM 

Articles. 

1015 
8196.520 

1916 

AXKamits pounds.. 

t2,182 
304,167 

814,387 
44,707 
24,310 
27,857 

257,400 

"^"^U 

While 

Potash 

Quinine... 

Rattan 

Rubber 

Sseo  flour 

gfjMr(chiU,. 

BOTKos 

Motber-of-pei 

Troow 

Skins: 

Deer 

0««t 

I-iiard 

Sheep 

Snake 

Tapioca: 

Flake 

Flour  .^ 

Residue 

Seeds 

Sltttags 

Tea. 

Tea  waste 

Tto 

Wax  (paraffin).. 
Wood: 

Ebony 

Sandal 

do — 

do 

Bamboo  hats onmber.. 

OBSia pounds.. 

fl8S.720 
545,390 

*2, 589.000 

m.3m 

Gbemical  products... do 

..  .do 

4  166 

Okv..... do.... 

Oica do.... 

40,168 

do..  . 

do.  .. 

....do... 

....do.... 

....do.... 
irL.do.... 
do... 

.numher. . 
....do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

505,168 

2,989,782 

118,320 

"'  sn'.bio 

3H,663 

12,  SOS 

292,340 

100 

38,280 

2,009.654 

11,365,944 

364,344 

Ogooa do 

71.814 
1,U6,>U 

500,325 
36,720 

'3,'i36,'2«i" 

Ctaee do.... 

Oana do.... 

Dtaiar do 

Bamar  seeds do 

«1,031 
I0,2»,«03 
1,067.523 

42,880 

W,181 
5,166,042 

40,196 

95,606 

20,710 

20,784 
111,280 

niier do.... 

.TO,  375 
471, 78S 

Ones  (paodim)  bats,  mam- 
bet 

91,2«0 
10,907 

Gnm: 

B<B)aa>fa pound*.. 

m.236 
133 

Iteniolii '.  .do.... 

8,866 

777,279 

239,867 

44,817 

146,963 
1,242,142 
3,401,778 

142,132 

""'497,164 

.144,. 179 

4.7S5.077 

10,635 

1,736 

..potmds.. 
....do.... 
do.... 

193,650 
4,283,580 

Copal..'. do.... 

GattepeiCha do.... 

Haan                      dn 

3TB. SOO 
198,  OU 
132,882 

17.108 
214.602 
1,236,682 
73,786 
50,000 
337,806 

28,211 

117,321 

1,296 

1,860 

.-.98.879 
19,451. OSIl 

8K.S85 

aides  (boflUo  aiid  cow), 
iwnn  wff    , .       .    . 

do.... 

65,280 

do.... 

44,023 

»*»«_ pounds.. 

gS?::;::::::::::::^:;;: 

Mats number.. 

liabup pounds.. 

Ofl: 

CltisneUa  or  essential, 
pounds 

....jdn.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

,....do.... 

284,362 

32,978 

1.779,909 

1.196,160 

78,094 
127,804 

119,483 

49,3(M 

13,809.380 

284,480 

112,488 
213,077 

Coconut poimds.. 

KiljoepoetL Uters.. 

Kiunga pounds.. 

SIGNAL  AND  BADIO-CALL  LETTEBS  ASSIONED. 

The  United  States  ^Bureau  of  Lighthouses  announces  that  the  sig- 
nal letters  "  G  V  R  S  "  recently  have  been  assigned  the  lighthouse 
tender  .ffose  (Seventeenth  District). 

Official  call  letters  "  N  L  S  "  have  been  assigned  the  radio  station 
on  board  Fire  Island  light  vessel  lYo.  08  (Third  Lighthouse  Dis- 
trict). 


OFnCES  OF  THE  BITREAIJ  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOKESTIC  COMUEBCE. 


BiBTRier  omcfsi. 

«>*IOBKi  Bw«  400,  Cwtoaheuc. 
MraOK:  1801  CntomhMm. 
OUCiOO:  M4  FMeral  BalMlag. 
ffi-MCIS:  40S  Tklr*  Hatloaal  Bank  BBlldia^. 
^'iU:  5tl  Post  Oaee  Biildlag. 
BtMuuW:  1M«  Blkends  Baak  Balldlat:. 
■URUKBCO:  S07  CastoBhomr. 
""BW:  848  Hemy  BalldlBf. 


COOPERATITE  OFFICES.  ^ 

CLETEUSD:  Chaatber  of  Coamcrtt. 
CUtCIKNATI:  Ckaaker  of  Conneree. 

cracnraATi:  c,  n.  o.  *  t.  p.  bt.  Co. 

LOS  ANGELES:  CIiBBber  of  CoBneree. 
FHILADEi:.PIUA :  Clianber  of  Commerce. 
ClUTTAKOOfiA:  Soath  Amerleaa  Ageat,  Seath- 

era  Bjr.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OREO.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
BATTOX:  Vrealcr  Bsytoa  AssorlatloB. 
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FOEEION  TEADE  OPPOETITinTIES. 

Rpservcd  nddroHsos  may  be  obtnlned  from  the  Bureau  and  its  dlatrlot  ollleeai.    Request 
for  eiteb  opport  unity  Hhoiild  be  OD  n  separate  »beet  and  atate  oi>i>ortaulty  nnmber. 

The  Burenn  docs  not  furnish  credit  I'ntlngs  or  nssiimt;  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers:  tbc  nsuni  precautions  should  be  talien  In  all  cases. 

Paper,  No.  22632. — An  American  consular  oflioer  In  the  West  Indies  transmitR 
the  name  of  a  buKiucss  man  in  hU  district  who  desires  to  Ite  placed  in 
touch  ^\ltll  American  manufacturers  cud  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  paper 
proilucts.  Stationary  and  straw  pajier  for  packing  purposes  are  particu- 
larly doslrAl.  Corresimndence  in  Knglish.  Prices,  discounts,  etc.,  should 
1)6  stated  in  American  currency.    Ileference. 

Maihinery,  etc..  No.  22C.'}3. — An  American  c-onsular  in  Brazil  writes  that  he  has 
received  a  number  of  inquiries  for  machines  for  making  wooden  heels  for 
women's  slioes;  also  for  celluloid  paste  and  varnish  to  cover  the  heels. 
Catalogues  should  be  forwarded  to  American  consul  nt  once.  Catalogues 
in  Portuguese  preferreil. 

Vanilla,  etc.,  No.  22634. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  West  Indies  writes 
that  a  dealer  in  vanilla  and  "  vaniilon  "  desires  to  correspond  direct  with 
manufacturers  of  vanilla  extract  with  reference  to  the  sale  of  the  coming 
crop  which  will  be  harvestetl  In  December.  The  dealer  expects  to  have  at 
least  2,000  pounds  of  each  of  these  pro<lucts  for  sale.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English  but  French  is  preferred. 

Virc  apparatus,  etc.,  No.  22C15. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  reiwrts 
tliat  a  municipality  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  a  handHlriven  or 
motor-driven  lire  engine;  also  for  pumping  aitparatus  or  machinery  for 
emptying  sewage  from  cessiKwis  of  private  dwellings. 

Magncsite,  No.  22636. — The  Biu-ean  is  informed  tliat  a  man  in  Australia  desires 
to  receive  orders  for  magnesite.  Analysis  shows  96  per  cent  of  carbonate  of 
magnesia. 

Steel  products,  etc..  No.  22637. — ^^Vn  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports 
that  a  mechanic  In  his  district  would  like  to  make  connections  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  pipes,  valves,  rtwls,  ]>liites,  and  generhl  supplies  ma<le 
of  iron,  steel,  and  other  metals,  for  a  jreiienil  nmchine  shop,  sjiecializlng  in 
the  manufacture  of  liydraulic  pumps.  (Quotations  are  al.so  desired  on  scrap 
materials  which  it  Is  desireil  to  ship  to  the  Tnited  States  in  exchange  for 
new  materials  and  supplies.    Corresiwndence  in  I'ortuguese. 

General  representation.  No.  22<>38. — A  husini>s«  man  from  Italy,  now  in  tlie 
llnite<l  States,  desires  to  li;>  placetl  in  touch  witli  American  manufactui-ers 
and  exiwrters  interested  in  developing  their  exiwrt  trade  in  Italy.  No  par- 
ticular line  is  .spei-ifled. 

M'olfram  and  copper  mines,  etc..  Xo.  220;<9. — An  Anieri<-an  consular  officer  in 
Argentina  reiwrts  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  secure  the 
cooperation  of  American  capital  for  tlie  development  on  a  large  scale  of 
wolfram  and  copi>er  mines  in  that  country,  ("ommunication  Is  also  desired 
with  American  buyers  of  wolfram.    Orrt»sjK)ndence  in  Spanish. 

Automobiles,  No.  22640. — X  flrni  in  the  l'nlte<l  States  writes  the  Bureau  that 
Its  agent  in  Spain  wishes  to  .secure  the  agency  for  an  automobile  retailing 
from  $700  to  ifiXK).  His  orsantzation  covers  the  whole  of  Spain.  Ho  wishes 
to  buy  a  sample  machine  at  once. 

Rice,  textiles,  etc..  No.  22641. — .Xn  American  consular  officer  in  A'enezuela  tran.s- 
mlts  the  name  of  a  firm  of  commission  agents  which  desires  to  repre.sent 
American  exporters  of  rice.  laid,  toy.s,  c-otion  i)rhits  and  drills,  spool  thread, 
and  printing  paiier.  Correspondence  In  Knglisli. 
Jfails,  wood  screws,  etc.,  No.  22042. — An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  coast  of 
tiie  United  States  writes  tlie  Bureau  that  it  has  receive<l  orders  from  the 
Orient  for  .'•.000  gross  flat  head  iron  wood  screws,  elastic  webbing,  borax 
for  use  in  enameling,  and  nails  packed  in  casks  containing  one  picul  (1.  e., 
133§  pounds).  Qnotations  with  statement  as  to  date  of  delivery,  etc..  de- 
sired.   Beferences. 

Automobile  agency.  No.  22643.-=-A  man  in  Cuba  writes  the  Bureau  that  he  con- 
templates entering  into  the  automobile  business  and  desires  to  be  placed  In 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  motor  ears  not  already  represented  in  that 
island.    Beferences. 

WASHINGTON  :  00VE8SMKKT  PEINTINO  OFFICE  :  3916 
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ECUASOB  XABXET  KEPOBT  FOB  AUGTrST. 

[Vice  CoDBol  Jamea  H.  Botli,  OuayaquU.  Sept.  8:1 

The  July  price  of  $12.71  per  100  pounds  for  arriba  superior  cacao 
was  maintained  by  tbe  A^cultural  Association  during  August,  as 
that  body  receivea  and  shipped  most  of  the  cacao,  the  exporters  buy- 
ing only  what  was  absolutely  necessary  to  iill  orders.  The  shipments 
for  tlie  mmith  were:  To  France,  1,443,567  pounds;  to  Spain,  512,647 
pounds;  to  the  United  States,  5,200,278  pounds;  total,  7,156,49d 
poimds. 

The  coffee  market  was  firm,  with  prices  advancing,  first  gradft 
being  quoted  at  $7.63  and  second  gradb  at  $7.20.  The  shipments 
were  as  follows,  in  pounds:  To  Chile,  991,885;  Franco,  01,815;  Itnly, 
l(B,935;  Panama,  41,085;  Spain,  56,600;  total,  1,254,320  pounda 

During  the  month  the  rubber  market  was  weak,  with  prices  de- 
cUning,  quotations  being  $23.30  for  maromas  and  $19.07  for  hojas. 
There  were  no  shipments  during  August. 

The  hide  market  was  also  weak,  with  a  tendency  for  a  decline  in 
prices,  quotations  being  $17.80  for  serranos,  $10.95  for  criollos,  und 
?8.48  for  picados.  Exjwi-ts  for  the  month  amounted  to  155,024 
peunds— 9,557  iJounds  to  France  and  145,467  pounds  to  the  United 
States. 

The  tagua  trade  was  very  quiet,  the  price  of  $0.85  for  slielled 
nuts  being  quoted.  France  took  41,072  pounds  and  the  United  States 
871,957  pounds,  a  total  of  413,029  pounds. 

Ecuador's  imports  during  August  amounted  to  39,710  packages, 
weighing  3,567  tons,  and  were  from  the  following  countries :  From 
Chile,  201  packages;  Cuba,  2;  France,  1,128;  Italy,  539;  Japan,  53; 
Netherlancls,  2;  Peru,  61;  Spain,  3,933;  United  Kingdom,  9,194; 
and  United  States,  24,603.  The  rate  of  exchange  on  the  United 
States  was  236. 

Thrashing  machines  to  the  number  of  027  were  iui|)ortcd  into 
Argentina  during  1915,  while  in  the  first  quarter  of  1916  only  7 
were  unported. 
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DTCBEASE  IN  SHAHGHAI'S  EZFOBTS  TO  UinTED  STATES. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Tbomas  Sanunaos,  SlimJiglial,  ChliM,  Aug.  28.] 

The  exports  frem  Shanghai  to  the  United  States,  according  to 
invoices  certified  at  this  consulate  general,  increased  in  value  from 
$12,448,881  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to  $17,885,089  for  the 
sjtme  period  this  year,  or  a  gain  of  $5,436,208.  Among  the  items 
showing  increases  were  goat^ins,  $1,890,005;  raw  silk,  $1,705,556; 
waste  silk.  $528,088;  hides,  $772,066;  albumen  and  egg  yolk,  ^1,- 
960;  and  indigo  and  dyes,  ^58,340. 

liiere  were  no  shipments  of  gold  from  Shanghai  daring  the  first 
hair  of  1916,  although  for  the  corresponding  period  for  1915  such 
shipments  amounted  to  $2,202,204.  Thus  the  actual  increase  in 
Shanghai's  export  trade  to  the  United  States  may  be  placed  at  ap- 
proximately $7,000,000  f6r  the  six  mohths  ended  June  30,  1916. 
This  increase  is  much  more  than  the  entire  declared  exports  in  re- 
cent years,  excepting  the  year  1915,  which  showed  an  increase  of 
$14,450,427  against  1914.  The  increase  of  the  year  1914  was  $1,591,- 
816,  while  1913  only  showed  an  advance  of  ^87,629  over  1912. 

Prinoipal  Exports. 

'  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles,  with  their  quan- 
tity and  value,  invoiced  for  the  United  States  for  the  six  months : 


Articles. 


AJuUtaaiT- 

erode «...  pounds.. 

Kegulw do.... 

AntlQue  poroeialD 

BrandstoBs:  Bran,  wheat. Ions.. 

Bristles pounds.. 

Cbttalcats: 

Albameo .do — 

OaUnuts do..:. 

IndliEO  and  aniline  dyes do 

Licorice  root do 

Musk onncBj.. 

Eodabeauiaic pounds.. 

Turmeric. do 

Cotton,  raw do.... 

Karthenware:  Chinawa.e 

Fresh ■. doc«n.. 

Froien pounds.. 

Egg  yolk do.... 

Peatbers  and  downs do... 

Fibere: 

China  nass tons. 

Vegetable do  .. 

(irease  and  oils:  Vegetable  tallow pounds. 

Fmits  and  nuts: 

Peanuts — 

Bhellea do... 

UnsLelled do... 

Walnuts— 

Shelled do... 

Unshelled do... 

Furs,  inasei:  Dogmats 

Furs,  undressed: 

Ciretcai 

Deer  and  doe 

Ooat 

Sheep  and  lamb 

Gold: 

Chinese  bars 

Yens 

Bair,  human  hairnets ■ 


JaiL-Inae,  ISU. 


QoaDtlty.      Tatab 


i,afl0.ono 

S.lM.OOO 


3.3.50 
1S7,880 

100  coo 

674,186 


8.229 


717.306 


«a,9ao 


38,475 
416,863 


790,  aw 

609,  i2« 

6,125 
267,812 


tl30.3!7 

711.200 

9.210 

S3.S(» 

90,  on 

STB.  073 

7,673 

496.847 


70. 819 


6t.427 
14,236 


77.788 


14.476 
60.396 


12. 033 


24,163 
81,731 

401 
10,926 
12,984 

2,724 

73.791 

982.063 

91,416 

3,101.684 

100,330 

783 


Jaa.-Iase,  1916. 


Qoantltj.      VahMi 


1.2IS.837 
1.3M.400 


183.262 

1.024.018 

087.898 

£80.838 

1,064.337 

8.067 

12.394 

1. 133.666 

422. 6S9 


193.  {!» 

300  000 

1.338.420 

1,169,170 


1,347,070 


166.508 
MO,  839 

fill,911 
4,940 


tZ37.12> 
Sfi7.Mn 
»B.a8S 


639. 281 
OS.34& 
fS6.tS7 

6».oa> 

46.  SID 
£4.006 
MOO 
e4.«97 
18.  SS 

27.386 

38.834 

271. 2S8 

39S.8S3 


69.480 
98,738 


7,191 
22,340 

48, 393 

606 

14,539 

81.617 

111.734 

2.872JI68 

133,026 


80,608 
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.IrtMcc 


Hides: 
BidbW— 

s^t*o tti: 

^^ {poimdi! 

^^ {&: 

ipiecM.. 
Uwunds. 


DtT 

Ha»hold  efbcts 

Iran,  pig. tons. 

Meataoi  dairy  products:  Souaag*  caainss 

Oas,T«eBtabiK 

Mm pounds. 

Castor  oli do... 

Cotton  seed. do... 

Paumt 

Eenli,a(icglnim .- 

Bilk 

Bav pounds. 

Waa»« do... 

WUd do... 


Sffnn  Uexican  doUais. . 
Straw  biaid.. 


woal.jbeep 

AUoUxrartUss.. 


.pounds. 
— do... 


Tot*L. 


Jan. -June,  I91t. 
Quantity.       Value. 


ILS,a)$ 


2.5.W 

aw.eoi 

303,751   }       **''^ 


17.170 

GbS,  IS5 

10U,2H 

1,879, 866 


1,300 


»0,M0 


e,(>44,671 
313 


1.213,370 
341.470 
021,274 


1.(183.131 
6,3a«,£ll 


111,207 

4S7,(»« 

ie.02<) 
.so.i.w 

27,t)I» 
15.23.1 


£68,  M» 

160 

Ig,%4 

S;  340. 351 
120.635 
500,442 
130, 7W 
167,010 
1«*,215 
24.'>,013 

1,022.735 
106, 7U 


Jsn.-June,  I  MO. 


Quaotttr.      Valo*. 


9.014 

682. 811 

44.671 

1,535, 1»1 

47.S99 

1,45.S.147 

230.972 

2,S»«,7«S 


4,  TIB 


279.926 

775,361 

9.208.311 

163,434 


1.3M.951 

1,000,626 

4»t,»43 


922,34-t 
4,451,331 


13,448.881 


ttt,80t 

297.401 

274, 62T 

748,000 

16.904 
TV,  194 
73,466 

20,513 

(«.5I1 
678.280 
90,842 


6,oi»,tor 

040.721 
764,928 
273,019 
190.478 
04.230 
163.803 
930,778 
700,  Stt 


17,885,0W 


PAPEBrMAEDrO  IHDUSXBY  IS  BTTSSIA. 

[British  I>aper  Tradv  Journal.] 

The  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  BusHinn  paper-making 
industry,  which  has  latterly  been  noted,  \a  maintained,  but  there  are 
still  complaints  of  the  shortage  of  raw  materials,  chemicals,  etc.  The 
sttuati(Hi,  however,  is  considered  to  be  slowly  but  surely  readjusting 
rtsdf,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  before  long  something  ap- 
tvoaching  to  normal  conditions  will  prevail. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  exjiert  of  pitprops,  pulp  wowl,  etc., 
from  Archangel  during  1915  is  reported,  the  quantity  being  34,006 
cubic  sazbens,  compared  with  21,209  cubic  sazheas  in  li)14  (11,648,755 
cubic  feet  in  1915  and  7,285,096  cubic  feet  in  1914). 

Developments  are  taking  place  in  the  Siberian  paper  industry.  In 
addition  to  the  c<Mistruction  of  the  Gorochoff  paper  factory,  a  .similar 
«nterprise  is  being  organized  for  Krasnoyarsk  or  Irkutsk ;  the  paper- 
taaking  works  of  I.  E.  Yatess  is  being  formed  into  a  company ;  the 
Volojod  and  Tver  district  council  are  contemplating  the  erection  of 
paper  works  in  the  northern  timber  areas  of  Russia  and  Siberia,  near 
tlie  town  of  Taiga.  According  to  a  report  by  M  V.  I.  Minaieff,  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  of  Engineers  of  Toiask,  the  annual  consumption 
of  paper  in  Siberia  amounts  to  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  poods  (30,000 
or  54,000  short  tons)  and  is  increasing.  As  there  should  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  tne  provision  of  rags  and  mechanical  anjl  chemical 
pulp  from  local  sources,  the  prospects  for  the  paper-making  industry 
■  *"  ^ery  promising. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116 


CX>MMBBCB  BXPOKTS. 


HXTVAN-HAni  TRADE  IS  HOUQITONO. 

[Cotisul  General  George  E.  AnderaoD,  Bongkoag,  British  C3iiiia,  Aug.  28.] 

Tlie  trade  in  human  hair  in  the  Far  East  has  become  so  depressed 
that  hair  experts  in  Hongkong  predict  the  practical  extinction  of 
the  trade  within  a  short  time.  The  demand  for  most  grades  pf  hair 
is  so  weak  and  the  supply  of  extra  grades  at  present  prices  so  small 
that  most  of  the  smaller  factories  in  Hongkong  for  cleaning,  sorting, 
and  preparing  the  hair  have  been  closed  or  are  being  closed.  Some 
of  the  establishments  have  been  operated  at  a  loss  pending  a  read- 
justment of  the  trade,  but  the  prospects  at  present  are  so  unfavor- 
able that  the  industry  will  not  long  survive  present  conditions. 
Eeaehed  Its  Height  Six  Yean  Ago. 

The  trade  in  human  hair  out  of  Hongkong  reached  its  heights  in 
1910,  when  the  United  States  took  hair  to  the  value  of  $695,137  di- 
rect, in  addition  to  a  large  amount,  probably  as  much  more,  that 
went  by  way  of  Europe.  At  that  time  the  product  was  among  the 
chief  items  of  the  colony's  export  trade.  The  preparation  oi  the 
hair  in  various  stages  became  one  of  the  leading  industries,  and  a 
large  number  of  factories  were  established  for  the  purpose,  most  of 
them  being  small  concerns  which  cleaned  hair  on  a  commission  basis 
or  disposed  of  their  product  to  middlemen,  who  callected  it  in  lar^ 

auantities  for  export.  Gradually  changing  styles  in  hair  dressing  m 
he  United  States  and  Europe  led  to  a  falling  off  in  the  strong  de< 
mand  for  the  better  grade  hair  and  export  trade  changed  accordingly. 
New  York  has  continued  to  take  pearly  all  the  long  lengths  of 
assorted  hair.  The  demand  in  Europe' changed  to  a  demand  for  short 
lengths,  stubbs,  combings,  and  waste,  which  were  used  for  mattress 
making  and  similar  purposes.  With  the  advent  of  the  war  this 
European  demand  has  fallen  away,  and  at  the  same  time  the  demand 
for  the  long  grades  of  hair  in  the  United  States  has  changed.  The 
general  demand  for  hair  has  been  so  weak  that  Chinese  brokers  have 
given  little  attention  to  it,  and  the  supply  of  hair  has  fallen  off  ac- 
cordingly. Unless  there  is  soon  a  revival  of  the  trade,  the  organiza- 
tion of  collectors,  workers,  and  brokers  on  which  it  depends  in  Hong- 
kong will  be  lost  and  a  subsequent  revival  of  the  trade  will  be 
difficult. 

CANADIAN  IMPOETS  OF  AHEBICAN  FEINTED  COTTON  GOODS. 

[Consul  Fells  8.  B.  Jobnoon,  Kingston,  OntBrto,  Oct.  3.] 

An  increase  in  the  imports  of  printed  cottons  iyto  Canada,  espe- 
cially from  the  United  States,  is  shown  in  the  following  comparison 
of  the  yardage  and  value  for  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1916,  and  the 
corresponding  periods  the  preceding  two  years: 


Counto'. 

1014 

1915 

1916 

Yards. 

4.073.MS 
7,042.S08 

74.784 
II8.»iO 

44.132 

11,351,052 

Valne. 

t424,I09 

749.373 

14,022 

19.896 

6.4«3 

Yards. 

5,772,629 

6,026,617 

10.908 

24.603 

25,969 

Value. 

Yards. 

Value. 

United  St«tes 

Ortat  Britain 

8541.346 

611.015 

4.373 

2,019 

4,105 

12.518.113 

9,866,284 

2.634 

86.978 

38,111 

8I,448.4n 

1,120.384 

444 

France 

Japan 

8.378 

12,952 

IVjtal 

1,213,863 

11,860,715 

1,102,858 

21,900,120 

2,SS5,489 
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19ZW  BKiriTSWICK  HOTTSDrG  AND  HAEBOB  FLANS. 

[Consul  Bdward  A.  Oow,  8t.  Steptien,  Nrw  Brunswick,  Conntla,  Sopt.  l.'i.l 

At  the  recent  convention  of  the  Union  of  New  Brunswick  Munici- 
palities the  president  of  the  organization  urged  that  ii  coiniiUBsion  lie 
appointed  to  study  the  housing  problem  in  cities,  in  preiMiration  for 
futurg  inunigration  as  well  as  for  present  needs.  Ho  sruggested  that 
such  a  body  should  visit  various  American  cities  and  towns  to  get 
ideas  as  to  the  building  of  homes  for  workingraen.  Tlie  subject  of 
constructing  a  provincial  highway  by  means  of  bonds  taken  by  tha 
various  towns  was  alsq  mentioned. 

Attention  was  given  especially  to  the  development  of  St.  Croix 
Harbor  at  a  point  a  few  miles  southeast  of  St.  Stephen.  The  project 
would  greatly  benefit  this  consular  district.  The  harbor  would 
have  the  advantages  of  shelter  and  tranquillity.  In  a  succession  of 
outer  points  to  break  the  violence  of  storms  it  ha.s  peculiar  natural 
advantages.  It  is  landlocked  on  three  siden,  with  a  400-foot  width 
of  passage  in  about  14  fathoms  of  water. 

Vo  Bredginff  Ke^vlred  f«r  Vsvlf^tloii. 

The  harbor  is  really  a  small  ba^  off  the  St.  Croix  Kivev,  at  a  point 
where  the  latter  is  2,400  feet  wide  and  40  to  240  feet  deep.  No 
dredging  would  b«  required  to  bring  large  boats  25  miles  up  tha 
river  frran  Eastport,  Me.  On  account  of  the  distance  from  the  sea 
there  is  less  fog  than  in  ocean  ports,  and  it  is  said  that  even  a& 
lowest  tide  any  ^ps  now  entering  Halifax  or  St.  John  Harbor 
could  enter  here  as  welL  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  now  in 
operation  only  a  few  miles  from  the  proposed  site  and  could  be  ex-" 
ti»ided  without  great  expense.  It  is  claimed  that  the  hai-bor's  free- 
dom from  ice  throughout  the  year  gives  it  a  special  advantage  over 
other  local  Canadian  ports. 


EXPORTS  FBOM  FEBNIE  TO  TEE  UNITES  STATES. 

(Consol  W.  E.  Alger,  rernle,  Britlsla  Columbia,  Canadn,  Oct.  2:] 

There  was  a  lar^  increase  in  the  exports  from  the  Femie  consular 
district  for  the  United  States  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  preceding  three  years  as  shown 
by  the  following  table  which  gives  the  shipments  by  quarters : 


Period. 

WIS 

1914 

UlS 

1»1« 

First  Gtiarter         .- ■ • 

»S3.1.9(>4 

S4i.i8e 

488,236 

$488,287 
9i>l.e4.5 
6J8,SU1 

rM;.342 

304.861 
6&4,01(> 

1789.681 

1,467,398 

Third  amrter 

1,241,8W 

Total    .           

i,fiei,3so 

1,&19,433 

1,206,210 

3,4Se,888 

During  September,  1916,  one  of  the  largest  match  manufacturing 
concerns  in  the  Unite<l  States  imported  from  the  Femie  consular 
district  1,178,400  feet  of  white-phie  lumber  vahied  at  $21,62-3. 

After  November  1,  1916,  exports  of  copper  from  this  district  will 
virtually  cease,  as  the  Britisli  Columbia  Copper  Co.,  of  Greenwood, 
British  Columbia,  has  made  arrangements  with  the  smelter  at  Trail, 
Briti^  Columbia,  to  refine  its  metal.  Exports  of  copper  to  the 
United  States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  amounted  to  4,741,861 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,320,468.  ^  . 
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XEZICO  0FFEB8  UAKEET  FOS  HASBKESCUIEFSi 

[Congnl  Wm.  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cnia,  Aug.  81.] 

In  the  Vera  Cruz  consular  district  the  men  and  women  of  tiie 
better  classes  as  a  rule  purchase  imported  handkerchiefs.  Moreover, 
all  the  finer  grades  of  drawn-worlc  handkerchiefs  that  come  from 
the  interior  of  Mexico  are  made  of  imported  materials,  the  bestiieing 
manufactured  out  of  Irish  linen.  Tne  same  is  true  of  the  Spanish 
lace  handkerchiefs  in  use  here,  the"  lace  being  imported  from  Spain 
in  the  form  of  hollow  squares  and  the  centers  oeing  filled  in  here  with 
imported  linen  by  women  who  make  them  for*their  own  use. 

Some  printed  and  colored  cotton  handkerthiefs  of  attractive  design 
are  made  in  the  textile  factories  of  this  consular  district,  especiaUy 
in  Nogales,  a  suburb  of  Orizaba,  and  are  bought  by  a  few  better- 
class  people,  particularly  men.  On  the  other  hand,  the  peasant  class 
can  afford  to  buy  only  handkerchiefs  of  domestic  manufacture. 
Those  in  use  in  this  section  are  principally  gay-colored  bandanas 
made  in  Nogales. 

British  Kannfactures  Fopvlar — Sew  Tariff. 

,  Prior  to  the  European  war  the  United  Kingdom  held  the  largest 
share  of  the  trade,  being  able  to  furnish  handkerchiefs  in  various 
qualities  at  attractive  prices.  British  textile  manufactures  of  all 
Kinds,  in  fact,  have  long  been  in  high  favor,  which,  in  the  case  of  the 
Qien's  furnishing  houses,  has  amounted  almost  to  a  prejudice.  Com- 
paratively speaking,  almost  no  American  handkerchiefs  were  im- 
ported either  by  rail  or  water  from  the  United  States  by  dealers  in 
this  consular  district,  the  value  of  such  imports  during  1913  being 
but  $114,  as  contrasted  with  $120,515  worth  from  the  United  King- 
dom, $5,182  from  France,  $4,920  from  Germany,  and  $7,922  from 
*'  other  countries." 

A  new  tariff  to  go  into  effect  on  November  1,  1916,  abolishing  the 
10  per  cent  surtax,  mentions  handkerchiefs  specifically,  as  follows: 

No.'  847.  Cotton  handkerchiefs  with  cotton  or  linen  lace,  even 
when  embroidered  with  silk.  Each,  80  centavos  (14.94  cents  U.  S. 
currency  at  the  normal  exchange  of  49.8  cents  to  the  peso). 

No.  400.  Linen  handkerchiefs  with  cotton  or  linen  lace,  even  when 
embroidered  with  silk.    Each,  60  centavos  (29.88  cents). 

Opportnaity  for  Americoa  Ooods. 

Although  the  revolutionary  disturbances  have  exercised  a  de- 
presang  mfluence  on  the  business  world  here  and  have  adversely 
affected  the  import  trade,  especially  through  the  resulting  unfavor- 
able rates  of  international  exchange,  two  factors  will  prove  of  bene- 
fit to  American  exporters  who  try  to  introduce  their  handkerchiefs 
into  the  Vera  Cruz  consular  district.  The  textile  factories  in  this 
section  of  the  country  have  been  experiencing  labor  difficulties  and, 
temporarily  at  least,  will  not  be  able  to  turn  out  their  normal  sup- 
plies of  handkerchiefs.  The  opportunities  for  American  manufac- 
turers, however,  lie  not  so  much  in  the  sale  of  ordinary  cotton  hand- 
kerchiefs, such  as  are  made  in  Mexico,  as  in  the  trade  in  good-grade, 
pure-white  cotton  and  linen  handkerchiefs  for  both  men  and  women, 
such  as  were  formerly  imported  from  Europe.  There  is  no  longer 
direct  transatlantic  steamship  communication  with  the  British  iSes 
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or  Germany  and  very  little  with  France.  In  contrast.,  American 
handkercliief  manufacturers  may  send  shipments  from  New  York 
by  the  Ward  Line  and  the  Compania  Tran.sath'uitica  Pispafiola  and 
from  New  Orleans  and  Texas  (Jity  by  the  Wolyin  Line  and  the  Com- 
pania Mexlcana  de  Navegacion. 

Correspondence  in  Spanish  is  preferred,  ))»t  f^uglish  is  under- 
stood by  most  of  the  finns  in  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Prices  may  be 
quoted  either  f.  o.  b.  or  c.  L  f.  Sales  may  paisibly  1)e  made  through 
three  or  foiir  lai^e  commission  houses  but  perhaps  more  especially 
through  direct  shipments  to  importers  who  engage  in  a  retail  busi- 
ness. Their  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  lJure.au  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooiiei-ative  oflices.  [Re- 
fer to  file  No.  8030-2.]  .-  - 

METHODS  OP  KASEEfa  EZPOST  OOOSS  SUOOESTEB. 

[Constil  Augustus  B.  Ingram,  Bradford.  Rnsland,  Sept.  IG.] 

The  British  Government  Board  of  Trade  Journal  publishes  sug- 
gestioDS  as  to  marking  •packing  cases,  taken  from  a  memorandum 
issued  by  the  Rhodesia  Munitions  and  Resouitjes  Committee^  Possi- 
bly the  suggestion  may  be  of  interest  to"  American  Hrius.    It  .says : 

It  ts  thought  that  the  attenttou  of  BrItLsh  manufacturers  lulptht  be  drawn  to 
the  beneflta  derived  fn>m  Identlflcatlor^mnrlcs  t>elng  plucxnl  on  threw  Hi<les  of 
packing  cnsefi  tastead  of  ou  one  side  only,  aa  Is  the  ezlxtlng  cnxtoui.  It  in  found 
tn  practice  that  when  seTeral  casett  are  delivered  at  one  tluio  the  ideutlficatiou 
marks  often  can  not  be  found  nnlees  cases  are  turned  over  or  adjacent  cases 
removed.  In  two  lD,stan«>B  where  very  large  eonslgiunents  of  mining;  niachtn- 
ory  were  being  delivered  the  purcbasera  bad  required  identification  marks  on 
three  Hides  of  each  packing  case^  and  this  resulted  la  a  very  conitlderable  savlnK 
at  expense,  bccau.se  a  mialmiuu  amount  of  huudllug  wa.s  u(>cos.>>ary  when  the 
eaaea  were  required. 

BefornM  are  po«<Hlble  In  the  method  of  putting  Identlflcaliou  marks  on  metal 
parts  which  do  not  require  the  protef:tlon  of  packing.  The  u.tual  metliotl  Is  to 
paint  or  stencil  thesa  This  would  be  quite  uatl^factory  if  sucii  marks  were 
indelible,  but  Inferior  paint  Is  generally  used.  The  result  Ls  lliat  contact  with 
other  gootls  In  transit  and  climatic  conditions  cause  sucli  marks  to  become, 
obllterattxl  or  unrecognizable,  and  this  often  Involves  cousiderabie  e.xpen.se  to 
the  pnrchaser. 

A  further  {lolnt  which  in  many  lastunces  requires  more  nltimtlou  from 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  Is  Uie  thorougti  protection  of  bright  metal 
parts  to  prevent  mst 

CATALOOTTES  POE  GlTADEIOTrPE. 

(CooRUl  Henry  T.  WUcoi,  Basse  Torre,  Ouadolou|>c,  Fren<"b  West  Indies,  .Sopt.  21) 

The  Basse  Terre  consulate  wishes  to  call  tlie  attention  of  e.x]K)rters 
and  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  to  the  fact  that  catalogues 
intended  for  (iuadeloupe  should  not  l)e  sent  by  parcel  post,  for 
when  this  is  done  ihe  catalogues  are  turned  over  to  the  customs 
ftuthorities  and  are  subject  to  duties  amounting  to  8  (;ents  a  pound. 
On  the  other  hand,  catalogues  sent  as  printed  matter  by  regular  mail 
are  delivered  free  of  duty. 

As  far  as  possible  all  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island  and  all  advertising  matter  sent  them  should  be  in  French,  for 
very  few  of  the  people  understand  English.  This  office  has  a  well- 
equipped  reading  room,  which  is  open  to  all  per.sons  interested  in 
American  goods,  and  is  always  plea.sed  to  receive  and  place  on  file 
trade  journals  and  catalogues  in  both  English  and  French. 
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MARKET  FOR  AUfMITNITIOir  IS  THE  BETHERIABD& 

[Vice  CoQsnl  Eugene  Nabel,  AmsUrdam,  Aug.  26.] 

Holland  offers  a  good  field  for  the  sale  of  cartridge  and  sheUa. 
I  have  personally  interviewed  two  of  the  Imtgast  ammunition  import- 
ers and  dealers,  and  am  informed  by  them  that  thore  exists  a  fair 
and  increasing  demand  especially  for  the  following  articles:  Cart- 
ridges for  25,  32,  and  38  automatic,  pistols;  rifle  caitridges,  351  and 
401  Auto,  44-40  Winchester;  target  cartridges,  calibep  22;  revolver 
cartridges,  caliber  32  and  38  S.  and  W.,  also  320  and  380  (32  and 
38  short,  respectively) ;  cheap  unloaded  cartridge  shells,  suitable  for 
reloading. 

Most  of  the  importers  buy  their  supplies,  as  needed,  on  own 
account.  Terms  are  cash  against,  documents,  with  2  per  cent  dis- 
count, f.  o.  b.  New  York.  I  am  told  -that  certain  American  firms 
usually  appoint  agents  in  different  countries  for  the  sale  of  their 
products.  These  agents  receive  an  adeouate  stock  on  consignment, 
with  bill  stating  the  exact  cost  to  them.  The  export  discount  allowed 
them  ranges  from  50  to  60  per  cent  on  list'or  catalogue  prices.  The 
agent  pays  all  freight  and  .insurance  charges  from  New  York,  as 
well  as  the  import  duty  and  all  advertising  charges,  and  adds  to 
the  total  cost  of  the  shipment  lO^or  15  per  cent,  which  is  his  profit. 

VBteh  Import  Duty  and  Conditions  of  8«Ie. 

An  Amsterdam  dealer  desires  to  import  cartridges  and  shells  on  a 
consignment  basis  and  conditions  such  as  have  been  stated.  The 
Dutch  import  duty  on  ammunition  is  5  per  cent.  Its  sale  is  entirely 
free  in  this  country,  with  no  Government  restriction.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  give  an  estimate  of  the  total  imports  of  ammunition  into 
Holland,  as  Government  statistics  include  them  under  the  heading 
of  metal  goods. 

There  are  said  to  be  more  than  100  sporting  clubs  using  ammnni-. 
tion  in  Holland,  but  Jthey  never  import  their  supjilies  direct,  obtain- 
ingthem  frtun  importers  and  dealers. 

Tlie  largest  journals  devoted  to  sporting,  in  which  considerable 
advertising  is  done,  are:  Nederlandsche  Jager  &  Honden  Sport, 
Deventer;  Nederlandsche  Sport,  Warmoesstraat,  Amsterdam. 

(A  list  of  Importers  and  denlers  in  ammnuttion  In  the  Netherlands  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  ForeUni  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Uefer  to  file  No.  80442.] 

[Consul  General  Soren  Listoe,  Rotterdam,  Netherlands,  Aog.  29.] 

Sowoity  of  Sporting  Ammunition  in  Country. 

A  dealer  in  and  importer  of  cartridges  and  small  firearms  in  Rot- 
terdam states  tl\at  there  is  a  scarcity  of  sjiorting  ammunition  in  this 
country,  as  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  any  supplies  from  Bel: 
gium  or  Germany,  the  former  sources,  and  on  account  of  the  prac- 
tice in  the  United  States  of  selling  through  agents  in  Brussels  and 
Hamburg  it  has  been  impossible  also  to  obtam  ammunition  from 
most  of  the  manufacturers  in  that  coimtry.  The  firm  mentioned 
would  like  very  much  to  establish  relations  with  American  manu- 
facturers. 

Terms  usually  granted  are  90  days  net,  or  30  days  with  2  per  cent 
discoimt  for  cash. 
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Packing  in  tin  plate  is  considered  best  for  over-sea  transiwi-tation 
of  ammunition. 

(The  name  and  address  of  the  flrm  in  Rotterdaiq  inontioniMl  iu  Uiis  report  mny 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  districti 
or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  804S0.] 


QTTAirriES  OF  EEBKY  CATTLE.  ' 

(Tlce  Consni  Cbarles  C.  Broy,  Dablin,  Ireland,  S«pt  20.] 

Inquiries  have  been  received  from  the  United  States  regarding  the 
qualities  of  Kerry  cattle,  and  their  fitness  for  shipment  to  that  coun- 
try. Information  has  been  obtained  by  the  American  consulate  from 
these  who  are  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  cattle  of  that  class.  Some 
references  are  also  made  to  Dexter  cattle  in  the  correspondence  that 
has  been  conducted.  Important  facts  are  presented  in  a  pamphlet 
that  has  been  prepared  by  one  experienced  breeder  of  I^rry  and 
Dexter  cattle,  and  their  crosses.  One  man  wrote  to  the  American 
consulate  as  follows: 

The  Kerry  has  not  been  as  extensively  shipped  to  the  United  States  as  the 
Dexter,  but  I  can  not  see  why  the  Kerry  should  not  do  well  in  the  States.  The 
fancy  for  the  Dexter  Is  more  a  raotter  of  taste  than  due  to  any  want  of  utility 
in  the  Kerry;  as  compared  with  the  Dexter,  the  Kerry  would  also -be  cheaper 
bf  at  least  £5  a  heed  than  the  Dexter. 

Frum  2)  to  3  gallons  or  25  to  30  pounds  of  milk  would  be  a  fair  average  for 
a  Kerry,  and  taking  the  amount  of  food  they  consume,  this  Is  g«Kxl.  A  Kerry 
may  give  np  to  4  gallpns  or  40  pounds  a  day.  The  milk  as  a  rule  Is  richer  thuu 
that  of  the  ordinary  colored  cow  of  the  country,  and  the  butter  of  very  flrm 
texture.  There  i»  no  teeed  of  cattle  so  free  from  tuberculosis  as  tb^  are. 
The  Dexter  Is  also  very  free  on  this  point. 

I  fear  rates  at  present  would  be  high  for  shipping,  on  account  of  war  risks, 
prices  would  depend  on  whether  pedigree  or  nonpe<ligree  cattle  were  require*!. 
Pedigree  Kerry  cows  on  second  to  fourth  calf  would  cost  on  rail  here  (say 
Listowel)  £30  ($146)  each;  heifers  In  calf,  £25;  nonpedlgree  Kerry  cows,  sec- 
ond to  fourth  calf,  £22;  heifers  in  calf.  £20. 

Dexters  could  be  put  down  at  aliout  £8  to  £10  each  class  dearer  all  around. 

The  prices  quoted  were  for  cattle  in  the  spring  of  1916.  Since  that 
time  they  have  increased  in  price  about  £2  a  head. 

[The  pamphlet  mentioned  iu  this  dispatch  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce.    Befer  to  file  No.  80765.] 


COFFEB  COHPAiry  FIAirS  EZFEBIUEHTAL  MUL. 

[Consul  W.  R  Alg«r,  Femie,  British  Colambia,  Canada,  Sept.  37.] 

The  British  Columbia  Copper  Co.  is  installing  a  pumping  plant 
to  elevate  the  water  from  the  Similkameen  River  to  a  distributing 
point  1,700  feet  above  the  river,  through  a  pipe  line  6,000  feet  long. 
The  equipment  will  consist  of  triplex  pumj^s,  and  the  pump  line  will 
be  composed  of  4-inch  high-pressure  hydraulic  pipe  in  the  lower 
station  and  steel  pipe  of  6-inch  diameter  at  the  discharge. 

The  water  will  be  used  to  supply  the  mine,  the  camp,  and  a  50-ton 
experimental  mill,  which  will  be  used  for  the  working  out  of  a  con- 
centration process  preliminary  to  the  erection  of  a  2,000-ton  plant 
on  the  Similkameen  River. 
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PSODirCTIOllI  OF  STJGAK  IN  PEEU. 

[Commercial  Attach^  WlllJam  F.  MoutATOu,  Lima,  Aa<c.  25.] 

Recently  publLshed  .statistics  oix  the  production  of  sugar  in  Peru 
shows  that  in  1914  the  average  production  nev  hectare  of  2.4:71  acres 
was  10.193  metric  tons  of  2^04.6  pounds  (equivalent  to  4.547  short 
tons  per  acre),  while  in  1915  this  average  had  increased  to  10.378  tons 
(4.620  short  tons  per  acre),  due,  do  doubt,  to  the  introduction  of  im- 
proved machinery  on  several  of  the  larger  plantations.  In  the  Santa 
Valley,  where  the  production  of  cane  per  hectare  is  as  good  or  better 
than  that  of  many  other  sugar  regions  of  Peru,  the  sugar  yield  is  but 
7  metric  tons  per  hectare  (3.123  sliort  tons  per  acre).  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Santa  Valley  there  is  still  being  used  an  old  ' 
mill  which  was  erected  in  1874  and  which  has  been  but  little  improved 
since  that  date.  In  the  Chicama  Valley,  where  are  located  the  fine 
modern  mills  of  Casa  Grande,  Cardavio,  and  Laredo,  the  produe- 
tiou  reaches  the  unusual  figure  of  13.50G  metric  tons  per  hectare  (6.025 
short  tons  i>er  acre). 

The  area  suitable  for  the  growing  of  sugar  cane  cm  th^  west  coast  of 
Peru  is  limited  only  by  the  available  supply  of  water  for  irrigation. 
It  is  undei'stood  that  several  projects  for  the  irrigation  of  sugar  lands 
are  being  studied,  esiieciaUy  in  the  Santa  and  Jequeteneque  Valleys 
while  in  j^he  Chicama  Valley  the  supply  of  subterranean  water  nas 
been  tapped  and  the  use  of  centrifugal  pum[)s  for  bringing  it  to  th» 
surface  has  made  it  possible  to  increase  the  area  under  cultivation. 

During  the  years  1914  and  1915.  the  sugar  of  PerU  was  disposed  of 
to  the  following  comitries  in  the  proportions  indioited: 


DestinaUon. 

1914 

19IS 

ntsAbaMaa. 

1914 

UU 

ChD* 

Petcnt. 
28.  U 

9.  to 
20.30 

6.06 

Pet  cent. 
35.93 
2L89 

BollTia. 

Per  cent, 
23. 5S 

"Tfe 

TTnlted  Stales 

<^nn<snnMr]  Ifvmllv  at  aLnrafl 

Vi.1t 

17.80  1 
Total   .  . 

(Canada     

100.00 

lOOiW 

SiMta 

4.17  ' 



,          ,. 

(CoDHul  0«ncr«!  Willlsm  W.  Handlcy,  Callao-Llma.  Sopt.  T.] 
Production  and  Exports  for  Half  Decade. 

An  official  review  of  the  sugar  industry  of  Peru  for  tlie  pa.st  fiv» 
years  discloses  an  advance  of  47  per  cent  in  production  and  one  of 
78  per  cent  in  exports  during  the  half  decade.    The  figures  are: 


Product lou,  in  metric  tOHS. 

Exportation,  In  metrlo  tons. 

Year. 

Whits  ami 
grauulated. 

vado. 

21.936 

2JI.775 
27,493 
28,259 

Chan- 

. — . — 

1,020 

C) 
1,611 

S57 
1.965 

Total. 

ilTS.633 
19-J.754 
ISt.OSl 
22H.0S4 
9C?  fUil 

Whit*  and 
sranulated. 

Musco- 
vado. 

Chan- 
caca. 

Total. 

19U 

128,071 

(') 
153,564 
200  005 
232,016 

104.763 

(») 
121.031 
152.381 

m.ioo 

18.927 

20.495 
24.036 
24,227 

7^' 

263 
930 

i23,en 

1912 

147,410 

1913   

142.901 

1914 

176,  tn 

1915. 

290,20 

) 

'               '     ■- 

"Includes  27,500  tons  of  sugar,  Uieutimated  production  of  tboea  (slalai  tbat  did  not  furnisb  rotorot 
in  1911. 
>  Data  not  avaflable. 
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The  exportation  of  each  a  large  proi><»>tion  of  the  total  production 
(69  per  cent  in  1911,  76  per  cent  in  1912,  77  per  cent  in  1918  and 
1914,  and  84  per  cent  in  1915)  has  led  to  eflforts  by  the  Constitutional 
Party  to  secure  legislation  limiting  the  shipment  of  all  kinds  of 
sugar  to  75  per  cent  of  the  annual  output,  it  being  claimed  that  66,000 
metric  tons  a  year  are  needed  for  domestic  consumption.  (This  is 
more  than  2  ounces  a  day  per  capita  on  a  basis  of  3,000,000  popula- 
tion.) It  is  thought  that  such  action  would  result  in  the  lowering 
of  the  present  high  prices  of  sugar,  these  being  9  and  7  cents  a  pound 
for  firsrt  and  second  grades,  respectively. 


GALAUTH  IS  GEBMAinr. 

[CoDBiil  Genera]  Henry  H.  Morgan,  Hamburg,  Aug.  30.] 

Under  the  name  "  galalith,"  a  bonelike  substance  similar  in  many 
respects  to  celluloid,  has  been  on  the  German  market  for  some  time. 
Its  production  is  protected  in  Germany  by  several  patents  issued  at 
various  times  and  bearing  in  the  Imperial  Patent  Register  Nos. 
115681,  127942,  141309,  and  147994.    It  has  not  yet  reached  an  im- 

Eortance  that  warrants  its  mention  in  the  German  official  statistics, 
at  that  the  production  is  increasing  is  shown  by  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  alone,  which  have  increased  from  year  to  year.  In 
the  past  four  vears  they  were:  1912,  $10,769;  1913,  $12,007;  1914, 
$16,395;  1915  (first  six  months),  $6,274. 

Proces*  ITsed  la  XanTifactore. 

Galalith  is  manufactured  from  casein  by  means  of  formaldehyde. 
A  solution  of  casein  is  obtained  by  treating  skimmed  milk  with 
caustic  alkali  or  carbonate  of  alkali.  This  solution  is  clarified  and 
the  casein  precipitated  by  means  of  acids  and  then  filtered.  The 
water  is  then  partly  extracted  by  pressure  and  the  product  dried 
Tery  slowly.  The  drying  process  extends  over  a  period  of  several 
weeks.  The  casein  plates  thus  obtained  are  thoroughly  saturated 
with  formaldehyde  and  dried  again.  The  product  obtained  is  some- 
what transparent,  of  a  yellowish-white  color,  and  very  similar  to 
horn. 

If  a  colored  or  mottled  product  is  desired,  coloring  matter  is  added 
to  the  solution  of  casein,  or  powdered  cork,  soot,  wood  pulp,  earth, 
et&,  are  kneaded  into  the  precipitated  casein. 

Acetate  of  lead  is  also  used  in  the  precipitating  process.    The 
specific  wei^t  of  galalith  is  1.317  to  1.85;  the  hardness  is  2.5,  ac- 
cording to  the  Mohs  scale. 
LtM  lailammable  Than  Cellnloid. 

Galalith  is  an  excellent  insulating  material,  and  may  be  utilized 
either  in  a  cold  state  or  after  it  has  been  softened  by  using  hot 
water.  It  is  free  from  odor  and  is  not  so  inflammable  as  celluloid, 
but  is  never  entirely  transparent,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  manufac- 
ture it  in  very  thin  sheets. 

The  largest  manufacturer  of  galalith  in  Germany  is  the  Inter- 
nationale Galalith  Gesellschaft,  at  Harburg.  This  company  recently 
made  inquiries  at  the  American  consulate  regarding  imports  of 
skimmed  milk  from  the  United  States  into  Germany  for  the  purpose 
oi  manufacturing  galalith. 
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FUECHASES  OF  WATEB  AIH)  GAS  1[£T£BS  DT  ABOEITTIKA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Uoliertsou,  Buenos  AlreH,  Aug.  18.] 

The  waterwoi'ks  of  Buenos  Aires  are  owned  by  Argentina  and 
operated  under  a  commiiisiou  known  as  Obrsis  Sanitarias  de  la 
Nacion,  the  address  of  which  is  CaUe  Charcas  1840,  Buenos  Aires. 

The  meters  generally  in  use  are  those  manufactured  by  the  Mein- 
ccke  &  Siemens  Cia.  of  Germany  and  the  Compania  de  Contadores  de 
Agua  of  Paris.  They  are  of  the  turbine  type.  The  annual  require- 
ments are  about  2,000.  These  meters  are  purclmsed  in  lots  of  2,000 
or  3,000j  and  the  authorities  call  for  bids.  The  last  call  by  the  Obra^ 
Snnitanas  for  such  bids  was  in  February,  1916,  and  the  quantity  was 
3,560  meters  of  the  turbine  or  paddle  type,  of  the  following  sizes: 
Total  of  1,500  meters,  0.15m  (0.59  inch)  in  diameter;  1,500  of  0.020m 
(0.T9  inch)  diameter;  400  of  0.025m  (0.98  inch)  diameter;  100  of 
0.030m  (1.18  inches)  diameter;  20  of  0,040m  (1.58  inches)  diameti^; 
20  of  0.050m  (1.97  inches)  diameter;  20  of  0.040m  (1.58  inches) 
diameter;  20  of  0.050m  (1.97  inches)  diametw;  20  of  0.080m  (3.16 
inches)  diameter. 
Tests  to  WMeh  ICeten  are  Subjected. 

A  quantity  approximating  5  per  cent  of  the  t<^al  number  of 
meters  in  each  lot  is  taken  for  teeing  purposea    These  tests  ai-e : 

(a)  Kach  meter  shall  register  when  it  la  submitted  to  a  water  pressure  of  S 
kilos  per  square  ceutlineter  (42.7  pounds  per  square  Inch),  when  passing  a 
inloimum  of  .30  liters  (1.06  cubic  feet)  per  hour. 

(6)  A  pressure  of  the  water  entering  the  meter  varying  from  300  grams  to  8 
kilos  per  square  centimeter  (4.27  to  42.7  pounds  per  square  Inch)  is  applied. 
The  coasumptlon  indicated  by  the  meter  should  not  dltfer  more  than  H  per 
cent  from  the  actual  quantity  of  water  passed. 

(o)  Tlie  folljwlng  quantities  of  water,  under  a  pressure  of  3  kUos  per  square 
centimeter  (42.7  pounds  per  square  inch),  are  pt^sed  through  the  meter  with- 
ont  luterruptlou :  Meter  of  0.015  m.  (0.58  inch)  diameter,  4,000  cubic  meters 
(141,260  cubic  feet) ;  meter  of  0.020  ea.  (0.79  Inch)  diameter,  9,000  cubic 
meters  (317^30  cubic  feet) ;  meter  of  0.025  m.  (0.98  Inch)  diameter,  15,000 
cubic  meters  (.^29,450  cubic  feet) ;  meter  of  0.030  ix  (1.18  inches)  diameter, 
26,000  cubic  meters  (918,180  cubic  feet) ;  meter  of  0.040  m.  (1.58  inches) 
diameter,  86,000  cubic  meters  (1,271^20  cubic  feet)  ;  meter  of  0.050  m.  (1.9T 
inches)  diameter,  63,000  cubic  meters  (2,224,810  cubic  feet).  After  this  test 
has  been  made  tests  (a)  and  (b)  are  repeated,  each  meter  passing  a  minimum 
of  .TO  liters  (1.77  cubic  feet)  per  hour,  under  which  conditions  the  difterentie 
of  the  reading  of  the  meter  from  the  actual  quantity  of  water  passed  shall  not 
exceed  2  per  cent. 

B«presentative  Knst  Have  Full  Power. 

The  call  for  bids  is  published  in  the  official  bulletin  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  30  to  60  days  being  allowed  from  the  date  of  publi- 
cation to  the  time  of  closing  the  bids.  Firms  desiring  to  bid  must 
have  representatives  with  full  poWer  established  m  this  country. 
The  payment  for  such  meters  is  generally  made  80  per  cent  8 
days  after  each  lot  of  meters  has  been  certified  as  satisfactory,  and 
20  ]>er  cent  2  months  afterward. 

Most  of  the  water  companies  operated  in  the  principal  provincial 
cities  are  backed  by  English  capital,  and  pmctically  all  of  their 
equipment  and  supplies  are  purchased  in  England  through  their 
directorate  or  througlj  establislied  purchasing  agents  in  London. 

The  gas  In  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  is  supplied  by  one  laege 
English  company  known  as  the  Compania  Primitiva  de  Gas,  CaUe 
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Aleina  1169,  Boenos  Aires.  This  company  mannfactnres  its  prod- 
net  b^  a  coal-gas  proeess.  To-day  there  are  103,000  meters  in  use  of 
the  English  standard,  75  per  cent  of  which  are  of  the  wet-meter 
type  ana  26  per  cent  of  the  dry-meter  type. 

AH  Su  Xeten  Hade  by  One  Coapaajr. 

There  is  an  English  company,  the  Gas  &  Mechanical  Specialty 
Co.  (Ltd.),  Caile  Costa  Rica  4458,  Buenos  Aires,  which  manufac- 
tares  all  of  the  gas  meters  used  by  the  local  company.  These  are 
tested  by  the  English  standard — ^testing  the  valves  and  excess  pres- 
sure against  a  holder  for  capacity,  allowing  1  per  cent  either  way. 

The  gas  companies  in  the  smaller  cities  are  operated  on  a  similar 
basis  as  the  Compania  Priraitiva  de  Gas,  and  use  a  similar  type- of 
meter.  Practically  all  these  companies  are  controlled  by  ^glish 
capitaL 

AKESICAH  CONSULAB  0ITICES8  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercfal  organizations  relative  to  conditi<ms  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
ii)  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venua. 


Address. 


Umud,  Walter  A 

(Mhraa,  Jolin  Ban 

nir*,wmkmJ 

AiBtlranr,  John  8 

Onen.wUbnrT.*.... 
Dcouaioo,  Cbestar. . . . . 

C]Da,HaroldD 

OalMrtln,  OKurtst  E.* 
^•br,  Hennan  L.c 


(*oIombo,reyIon 

RaTT*.  riance 

St.nail,SwltierlaDd.. 

BrMol,  Endand 

BavllK  Spain 

Port  Llman,  Costa 
nioa. 

Calnry,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

atorfStown,  Ouiana.. 

Montevideo,  Crugoay. 


Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 


Oot.  30 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 


Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
1200  EiiUw  PInce,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
SI  Bruce  Avenae,  Yonlters,  N.  Y. 

Boogertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 


C^>  District  Office,  Bttreaa  of  Forein 
and  Domestic  Comme-ce,  Room  40), 
Customboose,  New  Yoric  City. 


,■  Mr.  Graccy  will  be  glad  to  have  conferences  with  Amcrlnin  exporters  in  eastern  dtlea 
taterested  Id  the  Spantub  trade  darins  bia  visit  in  the  United  States. 

'Ur.  Ctaamberlio  expects  to  arflve  In  New  York  betwc<-n  October  8  and  14,  and  he  will 
I*  glad  to  arrange  for  appointments  with  boslnesa  houKes  In  New  York  and  BoRton 
iffilrlng  iDfarmation  concerning  trade  conditions  in  bis  district.  His  addrcra  nntil  the 
day  of  his  arrival  will  he  In  care  of  tbe  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Thlrty-tbinl 
Stieet,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
'Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  aty  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
Mnler  with  those  interested  in  the  Cmgtiayan  trade. 


COlCPETinOlf  AVOIDED  IN  FOSTO  BICAN  TTmiTIES. 

[Harwood  Hall,  correspondent,  San  Juan,  Sept.  80.] 

The  Insular  Government,  through  action  taken  by  the  Executive 
Council,  which  acts  as  the  public-service  commission  of  the  island, 
has  adopted  a  policy  of  refusing  to  grant  franchises  to  public  utili- 
ties that  might  engage  in  cut-throat  competition. 

The  Executive  Council  has  refused  an  application  of  the  Porto 
Rico- Railway,  Light  &  Power  Co.,  for  permission  to  extend  n  trans- 
miarion  line  to  and  distributing  lines  in  the  city  of  Arecibo.  which 
already  has  electric  light  and  power  fmnished  by  n  municipal  pluiit. 
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WOMEN  STTJDENTS  IN  OEBUAN  UNTVEBSimS. 

[Consul  Charles  8.  Wlnaus,  Nuremberg,  Sept.  5.] 

The  women  students  enrolled  at  the  different  German  universities 
for  tlie  summer  semester  of  1916  numbered  5,460,  or  nearly  twice 
the  numl)er  enrolled  in  1911.  Female  students  in  1916  constituted 
10.5  per  cent  of  the  total  student  body,  compared  with  4.8  per  ceni 
five  years  ago. 

During  the  past  five  years  feminine  interest  in  mathematics,  natural 
science,  and  medicine  has  greatly  increased;  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  women  students  now  are  enroUed  for  the  last-named  course, 
compared  with  about  20  per  cent  five  yeai-s  ago,  or,  in  actual  numbersj 
1,394  compared  wit}>  582.  The  students  of  mathematics  and  natural 
science  number  1,011,  compared  with  504  five  years  ago.  In  philol- 
ogy and  hi.story  the  number  has  risen  since  1911  from  1,563  to  2,654; 
in  political  science  and  agriculture,  from  67  to  213;  law,  from  39 
to  93;  Protestant  theology,  from  5  to  14;  pharmacy,  from  8  to  23; 
and  dentistry,  from  27  to  58. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  enrollment  of  female  students 
has  made  particular  strides  in  the  Prussian  universitio^  (Berlin, 
Frankfort-on-Main,  Marburg,  and  HalleJ  and  also  in  the  universilj 
at  the  Bavarian  capital,  Munich.  The  increase  at  Heidelberg  and 
Tubingen  has  been  small,  and  the  attendance  at  Strassburg  an4 
Froibui-g  i.  B.  has  declined  slightly. 

SBITISH  TEASE  COMBINE  BSFOBTED. 

(Ltsht  Car  and  Cyclecar,  London,  Bngland.] 

An  imiMirtant  item  of  news  is  the  statement  that  several  big  muni- 
tion concerns  are  about  to  pool  their  capital  to  the  extent  of 
£30,000,000  ($145,995,000),  and  sink  their  identity  in  a  combine. 
That  this  will  embrace  a  section  of  the  motor  trade  is  almost  cei'tain, 
and,  as  the  object  is  to  combat  foreign  trade  after  the  war,  its  influ- 
ence ui>on  the  motor  industry  is  obvious.  It  will  be  suggested  that 
such  a  i>oolin^  of  interests  will  enable  the  problem  of  the  cheap  car 
with  a  gigantic  output  to  be  tackled  as  has  never  before  been  passible, 
but  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain  at  present  it  does  not  seem  to  any 
appreciable  extent  to  affect  the  manufacture  of  light  cai-s,  whidh  is 
likely  to  be  the  biggest  side  of  the  motor  industry  after  the  war.  It 
is  early  yet  to  speculate  on  the  ultimate  "result,  however,  and  the 
scheme  wiU  be  watched  with  the  greatest  interest. 

The  manufacturers  of  this  country  will  undoubtedly  be  faced  with 
some  very  big  problems  after  the  war,  and  it  may  be  that  we  shdU 
have  to  Americanize  our  manufacturing  methods. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEKCE. 


DUTBICr  OFFUIS. 
KKW  lOBK:  Boom  409,  Cu<(omli«iiii«. 
BOSTON:  IHOl  Cutoakovc. 
CHICACK):  S»4  Federal  Bnllillaft. 
ST.  LOUIS:  40«  Third  Nuttoaal  Vaalc  Balldla«. 
ATLANTA:  6S1  Pmt  Offlre  BalldiaK. 
NKW  ORLEANS:   1020  Hllranila  Baak  Balldlnf. 
KAN  FRANCISCO  1  807  CastoMhoaM. 
KKATTLK:  64»  Hcary  Bulldlar. 


COOPEBATIVK  OFFICKK. 
fLETELAND:  Chaaiber  of  Coamrrrr. 
CINCHiKATI :  Ckaaiber  of  C»a«trrce. 
riNaNNATI:  C,  N.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  «!o. 
LOS  ANeELEN:  OuailMr  oT  C(Hani*rce. 
PUILADELPIIIA :  Chamlter  «t  Commtrr*. 
CHATTAAOOOA:  SonUi  Auerleaa  Arral,  Soatk- 

era  Br.  Co. 
POBTLA.ND,  OBBfl.!  CkanJkM  oC  Ceauarre*. 
DArrON:  OrMter  Oa>t«a  AnoelaUoa. 
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SEW  OIL  FIELDS  US  CHILE. 

Becent  discoveries  of  oil  in  the  Territory  of  M^ellan  have  createa 
much  interest,  for  heretofore  Chilean  oil  has  been  found  only  in 
tile  northern  and  central  sections  of  that  country.  The  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers  (Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril)  in  a 
recent  Boletin  states  that  geolcsical  experts  from  various  parts  of 
the  world  have  made  tests  of  the  oil  in  Magellan,  and  pronounce 
it  equal  in  quality  to  that  found  in  Argentina,  and  the  extent  of  the 
deposits  appears  to  rival  that  of  the  famous  Comodoro  Rivadavia 
fields. 

C!ommentin|;  on  the  prospective  working  on  an  extensive  scale  of 
the  oil  lands  in  Chile,  the  Manufacturers  Association  presents  the 
need  of  legislation  to  regulate  the  well-drilling,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
venting the  inundation  of  the  oil  deposits  by  subterranean  streams. 
The  association  also  advocates  legislation  to  restrict  the  owning  and 
operating  of  oil  wells  to  native  Chileans  or  to  foreigners  settled  in 
tne  country  with  Chilean  families.  The  greater  part  of  the  oil 
lands  in  Magellan  belong  to  the  Government,  and  the  asscclation 
recommends  that  the  Government  retain  a  royalty  of  10  per  cent  on 
(ill  the  oil  produced  from  the  lands  it  sells  to  private  producera 
Such  a  royalty  is  frequently  stipulated  by  individual  owners,  and 
it  is  urged  that  the  right  to  a  percentage  should  be  legalized  and 
extended  to  all  proprietors  of  oil  fields. 

AHGLO-EClTADOBIAir  HONET-OBSEB  TBEATT. 

{Vice  Consul  James  B.  BoUi,  Gaayaqall,  Ecuador,  Sept.  12.1 

The  postal  money-order  treaty  recently  entered  into  by  Ecuador 
and  Great  Britain  is  the  first  convention,  of  the  kind  made  by  Ecua- 
dor. TTiis  new  service  will  tend  greatly  to  facilitate  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  as  exchange  can  not  always  be 
pfnrchased  at  the  Guayaquil  banks.  In  this  connection  Article  3  of 
the  agreement  is  of  interest : 

Id  view  of  the  flaotnatlons  in  tl»e  rote  of  exchange  between  the  two  countries^ 
It  In  agreed  thnt  the  accounts,  ns  repirde  money  orders  in  both  directions,  ehall 
tie  expressed  in  British  money.  The  Post  Office  of  Ecuador  shall  convert  into 
Biitldi  money  the  amnuntR  of  orders  Issued  In  EJcundor.  and  into  the  currency 
at  Ecuador  the  amounts  of  orders  Issued  In  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  rote  of  conversion  shall  be  in  accordance  with  tlie  rate  of  exchange 
corrent  at  QnltO  or  Guayaquil  on  the  date  of  the  dispatch  of  the  advice  lints 
from  the  office  of  exchange  of  Ecuador  In  the  case  of  money  orders  Issued  In 
Bcoador,  and  on  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  advice  lists  In  the  ofBce  of 
exchange  of  Ekmndor  in  the  ease  of  orders  Issued  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  treaty  further  stipulates  that  the  money-order  service  between 
the  two  contracting  countries  slisill  be  performed  exclusively  by  the 
*^ exchange  offices"  of  Quito,  Guayaquil,  and  Ijondon. 

ITrade  Opporttmity  Service  Brings  Besnlts. 

A  firm  in.  the  United  States  has  infoimed  the  manager  of  the 
I>istrict  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in 
New  York  City  that  it  has  received  a  trial  order  valued  at  $1^00 
from  a  firm  in  Spain.  The  firm  received  the  name  of  the  foreign 
buyer  through  the  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  fiiTn  states  that  it  believes 
it  has  established  a  valuable  connection.  ^  , 
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FOBEIOH  TBiLSE  OPFOBTTTHITIES. 

Kcwrrcd  addresses  may  b^nbtalotMl  from  th«  Bnresn  and  its  district  oAeea.  Reqaort 
(or  pacli  opi)prtnDlty  should  be  on  a  separate  shuet  and  «tnte  opportnnlty  annilke.r. 
Tim  Bnrenn  does  not  fitrnUih  credit  ratings  or  asaume  nrsponslbUlty  as  to  the  staodlas 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  tbi>  usual  precautions  should  be  talicn  la  all  cases. 

Flour  and  codfish.  No.  22044.— A  merchant  lu  Uie  West  Indies  desires  to  entwr 
Into  coniinerclal  relntloa"}  with  American  exporters  of  flour  and  codflsfa. 
Ktliresimtatlon  for  an  American  liousc  for  all  of  tlie  West  Indies,  including 
Haiti  and  Santo  Domingo,  is  do8lre<l.    lleference. 

Machinery,  motor  rchivles,  etc..  No.  2264.5. — A  commission  firm  in  Spain  nd- 
Tbies  an  Amcrlcuin  cotmnlar  officer  of  Its  desire  to  import  from  the  United 
States  luadilueH  for  makln;;  buttons,  hose,  embroidery,  and  crochrt  work; 
also  electrical  novelties,  .automobiles,  motorcycles,  bicycles,  agricultural 
uiadilnery,  moving-picture  fiim.s,  and  other  merchandise  of  possible  sale  In 
Spain.    Oorres{H>!ideuce  In  Euglisli.    References. 

Padlocki,  etc.,  No.  22646. — A  business  man  In  Russia  desires  to  commuulcnte 
with  American  umuutactiirers  and  exporters  of  padlocks  and  looks  with 
kej-s,  eyelets  and  hooks  for  shoes,  cotton  yam,  and  women's  hosiery.  Sasi- 
pies  of  yarn  lu  Nas.  20/2,  32/2,  42/2,  60/2,  In  black,  gray,  brown,  and  green, 
with  quotations  for  bundle  of  10  pounds,  are  desired. 

Oraln  and  proviaioM,  etc.  No.  22847. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Oaba 
writes  that  a  bushuxs  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
exporters  of  graiu  and  provlsion.s,  (grocery  supplies  of  all  kind.s,  office  ap- 
Itliunccs,  and  pliarmaceutlcul  preparations.    References, 

Paper,  No.  22648. — ^The  commerchil  attach^  of  the  DeiMtrtment  of  Oommoroo  In 
France  writes  that  a  business  man  lu  that  country  la  Id  the  martcet  for 
colored  tissue  |>aper  similar  to  samples  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  It.s  district  offices,    (llofer  to  Kile  No.  1869.) 

.Agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  22649. — A  business  man  from  Colotubla  wlw 
Is  now  in  tlie  Unltetl  States  desli-es  to  repretHMit  American  manufacturers 
ami  exporters  of  agricultural  Iqjplements  capable  of  being  transported 
iiy  pack  animals;  also  groceries,  moderate-priced  automobiles,  building 
materials,  dry  goods,  men's  and  women's  clothing,  and  furuiture  (not  op- 
liolstered).    References. 

Ifarber  supplies,  No.  226.50. — .Vn  American  consular  officer  in  Brn/.U  writes  tliat 
the  owner  of  a  barber  shop  in  hU  district  desins  to  secure  catalogues  and 
prices  of  l>arlH>r  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Catalogues  and  printed  literature, 
etc.,  preftaiibly  in  Fortuguese,  shouitl  lie  forwarded  to  the  Amerlenn  con- 
sulate. 

Toys  and  cigar  holilers.  No.  22651. — ^A  commlssiou  mercliant  In  Spain  luformed 
an  American  coiisul-ir  officer  of  his  desire  to  import  from  -the  United  States 
all  kinds  of  toys,  u-s  well  as  amt»er  and  Imitation  amber  cigar  holders.  Cor- 
respondence in  KnglLsh.    References. 

Mrlal  motmls  for  tobacco  pii>es.  No.  226.')2. — A  wholesale  and  export  clay 
tobaa-o-jiipe  manufacturer  in  the  United  Kingdom  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  metal  mounts  for  tobacco  pipes,  samples  of  whicb 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Pile  No. 
8056L)    Usual  purchases  of  50  to  100  gross  of  each  size  at  one  time. 

Chamois  skins,  No.  22S!i3. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports 
that  a  flrni  In  his  district  desires  to  be  piaeetl  in  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers in  a  position  to  supply  chamois  skins  in  thicknesses  from  2  to  6 
millhiieter.s,  whole  skins  of  all  sizes  for  use  with  knife-pollshtng  machines, 
References. 
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FEDEBATED  ICAIAT  STATES  SUBBEB  EZPOBTATION. 

[Consul  Ilarry  C^impbell,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Ang.  15.1 

The  acting  commiasioncr  of  trade  and  customs  Federated  Malay 
States  reports  that  32,145  tons  of  rubber  were  exported  from  the 
Federjition  during  the  first  s^even  months  of  1916,  as  comparetl  with 
22,877  tons  for  the  similar  {leriod  of  1915,  or  an  increase  of  9,268 
tons.  The  value  of  the  1916  exportation  for  the  seven  montlks  is 
$18,302,500,  United  States  currency,  while  the  inibber  export  duty 
collected  to  July  31  amounted  to  $1,258,060. 

SOUTH  APBICAN  COBH  CBOP. 

(Vice  Confitil  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Aug.  ;;5.1 

As  pi-eviously  pi-etlicted  [in  Commkrcb  Reports  for  Aug.  21, 
1916],  the  South  African  maize  crop  for  1916  is  expected  to  fall 
far  short  of  the  normal  yield,  which  means  that  there  will  be  none 
for  export  and  possibly  not  enough  for  home  consumption.  It  is 
^imated  that  the  production  in  1915  was  30,750,000  bushels,  o^  which 
7,4i)2,000  bushels  were  exiwrted  and  23,298,000  bushels  con.sumed  in 
the  eoimtrv.  This  year's  production  is  estimated  at  21 ,1 6«,000  bushels 
only.       ' 

KONTEVIBEO  ACCEPTS  AHEBICAN  FBEIOHT  CABS. 

[Coo.iul  Herman  Ij.  Spahr,  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  Auk.  -S.] 

The  Port  Administration  at  Montevideo  accepted  the  ))id  of  an 
Ameiican  firm  to  provide  freight  cars  for  the  port  railway,  and  last 
""wk  a  shipment  of  50  low-.side  gondola  cars,  having  pas.scd  all  tlie 
'*?^  was  approved.  TImj  officials  are  well  pleased  with  tlie  cars  tind 
^ith  the  manner  in  which  the  contract  was  cariied  out,  the  manu- 
facturer not  only  having  delivered  practically  on  time  but  also  re- 
irained  from  asking  an  increase  in  the  price,  although  materials  rose 
S'^ly  in  value  after  the  tender  was  made. 

l/w^^  satisfactory  dealings  of  responsible  American  houses  are 
jooked  on  with  much  pleasure  by  the  Montevideo  consulate,  which  at 
tiffles  has  liad  to  combat  a  tendency  to  disparage  American  business 
•netho^  by  some  importers  who  liave  had  unpleasant  experiences 
^«n  houses  new  in  the  South  American  trade  and  indifferent  to 
""♦"reorders. 
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THE  NEW  PIEB  AT  CBISTOBAI-COION. 

(CoDsal  Julius  D.  Dreber.  Colon,  ranama.  Sept.  28.] 

The  new  pier,  No.  7,  at  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  although  not  quite 
completed,  has  already  been  put  to  use  for  unloading  cargoes  to 
relieve  the  pressure  for  more  handling  space  at  the  other  two  piers, 
Nos.  8  and  ^,  and  Dock  No.  10.  Pier  No.  7  is  1,035  feet  long  and  212 
feet  wide.  The  floor  space  is  237,300  square  feet,  of  which  the  in- 
closed and  roofed  area  is  155,000  square  feet.  This  large  structure 
is  supported  en  212  steel  cylinders,  6  feet  in  diameter  and  125  feet 
long,  driven  down  to  the  water  level.  After  pumping  out  the  41  feet 
of  water,  the  rest  of  the  cylinders  are  excavated  to  the  bottom  and 
then  filled  with  reinforced  concrete.  The  cylinders  hold  embedded  in 
conci-ete  steel .  rails  on  which-  rest  steel  girders  to  support  the  floor 
system,  which  is  composed  of  continuous  steel  sleepers  with  11-inch 
concrete  slabs.  The  shed,  or  superstructure,  is  of  steel  framework 
with  concrete  walls  and  cement  tile  roof.    The  tile,  of  which  21,000 

Sieces  were  used,  was  manufactured  by  the  American  Cement  Tile 
lanufacturing  Co.,  which  has  now  practically  completed  its  con- 
tracts on  the  Isthmus.  Pier  No.  7  has  no  depressed  railroad  tracks 
running  the  whole  length  through  the  middle,  as  is  the  case  in  Piers 
Nos.  8  and  9;  but  it  has  a  railroad  track  running  outside  along  the 
walls  on  each  side  of  it  for  convenience  of  loadmg  and  unloading 
freight.  In  building  the  superstructure  of  the  new  pier  approxi- 
mately 4,410,000  pounds  of  steel  were  used.  The  pier  costs  about 
$1,420,000. 
Provisions  for  Increased  Shipping. 

With  the  completion  of  Pier  No.  7  there  will  be  available  at  Cristo- 
bal 581,150  square  feet  of  floor  space  in  the  new  concrete  dock  and 
pier  system  at  the  Atlantic  terminal  of  the  canal  and  a  total  inclosed 
and  roofed  area  of  418,180  square  feet,  all  of  which  will  probably  be 
needed  in  the  near  future  to  accommodate  the  increased  shipping  at 
this  port.  To  provide  for  the  still  larger  demands  expected  in  the 
next  few  years  preliminary  work  has  already  been  begun  and  the 
contract  let  for  the  steel  cylinders  for  another  concrete  pier  of  the 
same  size  as  Pier  No.  7,  to  cost  about  $1,500,000  and  to  be  completed 
within  two  years. 

HEBCTTfiY  EZFESIHEHT3  AID  THEBHOUETEB  MAEEBS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  completed  a  very  care- 
ful determination  of  the  freezing  point  of  mercury,  using  platinum 
resistance  thermometers  to  measure  the  temperature.  The  result  of 
this  work  gives  —38.87°  C.  (— 37.y7°  F.)  for  this  temperature. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  far  back  as  1802  the  English  Gov- 
ernment, recognizing  the  iuiportance  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
this  point,  appropriated  £150  to  have  it  determined.  The  value  then 
obtained,  —38.85°  C.  (—37.93°  F.),  is  in  agreement  with  that  ob- 
tained at  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  However,  other  determinations 
made  previous  to  and  after  this  early  work  cast  some  doubt  oa  its 
accuracy. 

A  knowledge  of  the  freezing  point  of  mercury  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  thermometer  makers,  as  it  marks  the  lower  limit  to  which 
a  mercurial  thermometer  may  be  used  and  furnishes  a  method  for 
calibrating  or  pointing  the  scale  below  0°  C.  (32°  F.), 
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[Constiil  General  fioorge  K.  Anderson,  OongkoDK,  British  (^Ijlna,  Aug.  18.] 

Uncertainty  oliaracterizes  shipping  affairs  along  the  Asiatic  coast 
nnd  in  the  trans-Pacific  trade  at  present,  as  a  i-esiilt  of  changing  condi- 
tions. There  has  been  a  reaction  from  tlie  great  boom  in  trans- Pacific 
bii^ess  which  had  developed  within  the  past  year  and  a  half.  The 
high  price  of  silver  has  tended  to  stop  ex^wrts  from  tlie  soutii  China 
markets,  wliile  general  business  conflitions  hare  caused  a  diminu- 
tion in  imports. 

The  decrease  in  tonnage  moving  naturally  led  to  a  sharp  decline  in 
trans-Pacific  fi-eights.  By  decision  of  the  trans-Pacific  conference 
lines  tliis  week,  howerer,  freight  rates  from  October  on  are  to  be 
quoted  approximately  at  the  level  that  has  obtained  during  tlie  past 
year — on  the  basis  of  $12  per  ton  for  rice.  The  rates  are  now  open 
and  competitive,  and  the  rate  on  rice — the  basis  for  trans-Pacific 
business  going  ea.st — ^is  around  $8  par  ton. 

Talk  of  PoesiUe  Chaage  by  Japanese  Lines. 

While  the  conditions  in  the  fi-eight  market  that  have  prevailed  in 
the  past  few  weeks  apparently  are  to  be  overcome  in  the  fall  trade, 
there  are  several  features  of  the  general  situation  which  also  are  to 
be  considered  by  American  importers  and  exporters.  Shipping  cir- 
cles here  consicfer  it  possible  that  with  the  resumption  of  a  strong 
demand  for  cargo  space  anticipated  in  the  fall,  the  subsidized  Japa- 
nese tonnage  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  China  and  other  non* 
Japanese  ports,  and  that  no  freight  space  will  be  offered  Hongkong, 
Shanghai,  or  Manila  shippers  on  Japanese  trans-Pacific  vessels.  This 
would  be  likely  to  make  a  material  difference  in  the  situation  in  some 
lines  of  trade.  Already  Japanese  ^wrts  have  the  first  call  on  space 
in  Japanese  steamers,  but  as  a  rule  some  outside  freight  has  been 
carried. 

Kates  to  and  from  Europe  have  held  up  much  more  stiffly  all  along 
than  those  to  and  from  the  United  States.  One  explanation  lies  in 
the  uncertainty  of  tonnage  for  Europe. 


EXPOBTS  OP  COTTON. 


AccordiM  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports 
of  cotton  during  the  week  ended  October  7,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  ad  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

1 
Bale3.  i 

IJlslricts. 

Bales. 

Georgia 

7»,06S 

259 

1,610 

20,041 

Pbfladelpliia 

San  Francisco    .. 

Ifaaaachosetts. 

South  Carolina 

1 

14,935 

llanrland 

Virginia 

6,S461 
74.419 
29,040  ' 

y 

NmrYork 

228,807 

North  Carolina 

Hie  exports  of  226,807  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  J916,  approximately  1,130,-366  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  ^156,365  bales  for  the  week  and  811,484  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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NEW  STEEL  WOBES  FOB  NOBWAT. 

(CoDBul  General   E.   Haldeman  Dennlson,   Cbrlstlanla,  Sept.  28.] 

Two  new  companies  for  the  manufacture  of  steel  plates  for  ships 
and  other  shipbuilding  requirements  have  recently  oeen  formed  m 
Norway.    The  larger  of  the  two,  the  A/S  Norsicevalseverker,  has 

Eurchased  ground  for  its  plant  in  Christiansand.  Its  capital  will 
e  from  5  to  10  million  dollars  and  the  initial  output  of  the  works 
about  80.000  tons,  including  30,000  tons  of  ship  plates  and  30.000 
tons  of  rolled  sections.  The  other  company,  which  is  as  yet  unnamed, 
will  have  a  capital  of  about  $2,140,000  and  an  annual  output  of  20,000 
tons.  The  engineer  of  this  latter  company  has  requested  this  office 
to  place  him  in  communication  with  American -manufacturers  of 
machinery  for  steel  works  and  rolling  mills.  Manufacturers  of  gas 
generator  furnaces  are  also  requested  to  communicate  with  him. 
Supplies  of  Raw  Materials — The  Fuel  Problem. 

Most  of  the  materials  for  Norwegian  shipbuilding  were  supplied 
by  (Jermany  before  the  war.  Some  difficulty  hsis  been  experienced 
in  obtaining  these  supplies  now,  and  the  increased  demand  has  been 
such  that  prices  have  risen  considerably.  The  present  is  considered 
favorable  for  the  establishment  of  steel  works  in  Norway  for  sup- 
plying the  increasing  demands  of  its  shipbuilding  industry.  There 
is  plenty  of  iron  ore  in  the  country,  but  the  high  prices  of  fuel  for 
its  smelting  and  working  has  previously  discouraged  the  development 
of  such  an  industry,  and  the  ore  for  the  past  10  years  has  been  mostly 
exported.  It  is  thought  that  under  present  conditions  iron  and  steei 
can  be  worked  up  more  cheaply  than  it  can  be  imported,  in  spite  of 
the  high  cost  of  fuel.  The  new  industry  is  considered  essential  to 
the  profitable  working  and  unrestricted  development  of  Norwegian 
shipyards.  The  name  of  the  engineer  mentioned  abo\'e  may  be  ob- 
taine<l  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  European  manufacturers  have  also  been  re- 
quested to  offer  tenders  for  supplying  the  requirements  of  the  new 
plant,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  conditions  are  such  now  that  Ameri- 
can firms  will  be  able  to  compete  successfully  for  most  of  the  material 
required. 

ESUMATES  WOBLD  CONSUHPTIOIT  OF  JUTE. 

ICoDsoI  Charles  L.  Latbam.  Dundee,  Scotland.  Sept.  26.1 

An  apparent  shortage  of  578,860  bales  in  the  supply  of  jute  for 
191fi-17  IS  the  result  arrived  at  in  the  September  circular  of  W.  F. 
Soutar  &  Co.,  of  Dundee.  The  season's  consumption — abnormal  in 
consequence  of  the  war — is  placed  at  9,445.000  bales,  distributed  as 
follows:  United  Kingdom.  1.245,000  bales  (Scotland  1,200,000.  Eng- 
land 20,000,  Ireland  25,000);  Continent,  1,200.000  bales  (France 
400.000,  Norway  and  Sweden  90.000,  Russia  100,000.  Netherlands 
60.000,  Spain  2.Ho.OOO,  Italy  300,000) ;  America  and  other  countries, 
except  India,  750,(K)0  bales;  India.  0,250.000  bales  (mills  5,750,000, 
local  consumption  500,000).  Against  this  is  an  estimated  crop  of 
8.3(>f),131  bales,  with  surplus  stucks  in  warehouses  in  Dundee  and 
Calcutta  amotmting  to  500.000  bales;  a  total  of  8.806.131  bales,  or, 
as  stated,  578,869  bales  less  than  the  estimated  consumption. 

The  circular  referred  to,  while  in  no  way  official,  is  recognized 
locally  as  being  quite  reliable. 
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nrCEEASED  FOKEI0N  TRADE  OF  ITALY. 

[Ci'Dsnl  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vice  coDfUl,  C!cn<m,    Sept.    IC] 

The  foreign  trade  of  Italv  during  the  first  six  months  of  IftlC 
reached  a  total  of  ij^SJ 0,724,843.  The  exports  amounted  to' $2.'^  1.13;$,- 
410,  a  decrease  of  $40,367.84!),  compared  witli  the  same  period  of 
1015,  while  the  unports  amoiinte<l  to  $570,591,43;},  a  gain  of  $123,- 
53-2,75]. 

The  total  imports  from  the  United  States  for  tlie  first  six  niontks 
of  191G  exceeded  tliose  for  the  entire  year  of  11U5.  The  commerce 
Avith  the  United  States  for  the  whole  of  1014  and  1015,  and  for  tlie 
first  six  months  of  IOKj,  follows:  Imports  from  United  States — 
1914.  $85,469,4.57;  1915.  $23S,947,4(!2:  and  lOlC.  (first  six  months), 
$240,781,340.  Exports  to  Uniteil  States— 1014,  $5(),055,1«)0 ;  1015, 
|41V540,3G1 ;  and  1010  (fii-st  six  niontlu^),  $25,720,278. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Classes. 

The  imports  and  exports,  l)y  classes,  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1914,  1915,  and  1916,  are  given  in  the  following  table.  Altout  90 
per  cent  of  the  gains  in  imports  are  to  he  found  in  the  following 
clafiSies:  Wool,  horsehair,  and  other  hair:  animals,  products  and 
wa.ste  of  animals  not  coiuprise<l  in  other  cla.s.ses;  hides  and  skins; 
and  chemical  products,  me<Ucinal  substances,  gum.s  and  perfumery. 
The  figures  for  1914  are  final,  wliile  those  for  1015  and  1010  are  sub- 
ject to  revision : 


Artides. 


Aninttb,  prodticls  and  vrasta 
of  anlmaLs  not  comprised  in 
other  cla-«es 

CereaLs.  flour,  paste,  and  va;^ 
table  products  not  com. 
prised  in  ottier  clasfies. . . 

Chemi<^I  prrxluc'ts,  medicinal 
xubt^tances,  gums,  and  per- 
fumerj- 

Colonial  Koods,  spices,  and 
tobacco , 

Colors  and  maleilal  for  dye- 
ing and  tanning 

Cotton 

n«rap,  llax,  jute,  and  other 
fibrous  ptonts  except  cot- 
ton  

Bides  and  skins 

Mineiab.  metals,  and  manu- 
factures thereof 

Paper  ami  liooiis 

RubtKr,  i^tta-percha,  and 
manufuctures  of 

PHk 

Spirits,  beverages,  and  otts ... 

Btones,  earth,  pottery,  glass, 

-   and  crystal 

Vebidei , 

Wood  and  straw 

Wool,  horaa  bair,  and  otbar 
hair 

Ulscellaneans  artiotai 

Total 

Precioas  metals 

ToUa 


19U 


lmp;>rts. 
I9IS 


tIh.<«2,S13   113,9)12,770 


4(>,:.^.02.S  |I30,2)«,761 


13, 436,816  l9,j3U,m 

9,085.757  I  1I,73."..S«9 

»,9fl9,4(»  I    4. 779.  .194 

«,71S,»i33  47,(H«,225 


1910 


Kxporls 
1914  191a 


$43,977. 14f!  !l'JS,.1«7.,t04 


17.601,471 

57.873.544 
5,275.574 

0,752.299 
J6,938.6» 
13,~J3,9(H 

40.822,687 
4,158.869 
17,93S,98» 

'21.040.240 
C.4S8.028 


1361,230,429 
3.106,455 


364,396,884 


8,n.'".7,l70 
15,025. 1S2 

59.919.126 
4,170,917 

6,02.^518 
11.0M>,«1S 
13.237.507 

72.330.200 
l..'i03,  UH 
6,067,228 

33.0n2.75O 
2.796.503 


450.aw.fih2 
3.334,017 


459,393,699 


10,5, 5:tl,  070 

4H,24S,744 

14,:i76,7'iS 

5,(191.2:17 
4»,17U,T7'> 


S.151.rtl7 
42.SW,i>4« 

66.429,2.17 

8.1.T:t.3.58 
7,3is,?i-. 
19,  iM.  170 


44,:t.W,.M7 

10.210.0(1,-1 

1.677.'.«1 

832.411 
r>,  411, 120 


9.9i)5,  193 
8. 547, 722 

8.977.379 
l,S03,.H«9 

.I.SWi.lO!! 

.'•iL',;!iii,r.ii; 

l'l,3»."..iWS 


65.072.047      10.007.120  ; 

099.. 522  I    5.42ti.iiS.'N  ' 

6,870,191       5,S.T1,13»  I 


S19.279.200 

33, 8*9, 103 

10,  .573, 398 

.5.187,485 

9S7.301 
43. 89;),  468 


11.775.01.5 
5,628,205 

12,593.82.1 
2.6.80,  BO 

6.127.489 
32,307,309 
21,03.3,890 

9.802,SJ0 
7.041. S94 
.5.220,692 


82.472,7.51 
2,764.757 


.5,8X0.214  I  14.2.52.743 
7.730.084       5.618,828 


579,691. 4.^3  1245.260,119  277.501.2.50 
66,276       2,880,409  610,382 


5ra,657,709  248,140,538  378,111,641 


1916 


$13,611,643 

28. 816,  WO 

13,971,601 

1,472,968 

997.687 
34,030,348 


II. 664. 995 
3,401,935 

7.608.187 
3,421,034 

9,016.987 
47.760,779 
9,4^7,978 

11.572,599 
7.081.977 
5,639,053 

11.303.711 
0,690,908 


231,1.33,410 

52,187 


231, 185, SOT 
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TBASE  DEFBESSIOH  IN  SOXTTH  CHIHA. 

[CoDsal  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hoagkong,  Aug.  23.] 

The  continuation  of  the  high  exchange  value  of  silver  has  brought 
business  in  all  lines  that  have  to  do  with  native  prodnction  and  con- 
sumption to  almost  a  complete  standstill  in  South  China.  In  some 
lines  of  foreign  industries  in  Hongkong,  particularly  in  shipbuild- 
ing and  kindred  trades  and  in  the  manufactui-e  of  rope,  cement,  and 
other  products  of  the  sort,  business  is  quite  good,  the  shipyards,  of 
course,  being  operated  at  their  utmost  capacity. 

In  the  import  trade  generally,  however,  there  is  stagnation,  due 
not  only  to  the  fact  that  people  can  not  buy  goods  readily  but  largely 
because  deliveries  can  not  be  made.  For  example,  it  has  been  im- 
possible to  make  shipments  of  kerosene  into  the  interior  from  Hong- 
kong or  Canton  for  months.  Three  shipments  made  by  an  American 
company  at  Canton  in  a  week  failed  to  arrive  at  destination.  Ship- 
ments of  cotton  goods  are  difficult  in  the  same  way,  while  the  trans- 
portation of  more  valuable  things  of  any  sort  is  all  but  impossible.  , 
Cotton  yarn  has  moved  in  small  volume  only. 

Practically  no  other  imports  are  moving  at  all.  Owing  to  high 
exchange  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  temporarily  a  brisk  im- 
port of  many  staple  lines  as  soon  as  shipments  can  be  made  with 
safety,  although  the  long-continued  troubles  and  the  difficulty  of 
realizing  on  native  products  has  left  the  average  consumer  in  South 
China  with  little  money  to  spend. 

High  Exchange  Affects  Exports. 

In  the  way  of  exports  high  exchange  operates  as  a  great  deterrent. 
Further,  the  same  difficulty  experienced  in  bringing  m  imports  has 
been  met  with  in  getting  out  the  more  valuable  exports.  Last  week 
a  considerable  shipment  of  raw  silk  was  received  in  Canton  by  ar- 
rangement with  the  military  authorities  and  it  was  the  first  lot  of  any 
moment  for  a  considerable  time.  There  has  been  very  little  d<me  in 
ginger  and  similar  products,  while  in  hair,  feathers,  and  bristles  prac- 
tically nothing  has  been  done  for  weeks.  The  market  as  a  whole  is 
almost  without  life. 

It  is  unlikely  that  trade  will  be  very  brisk  so  long  as  exchange 
remains  at  its  present  point.  While  high  exchange  value  of  silver 
theoretically  stimulates  imports,  practically  it  usually  results  in  de- 
pressed trade,  especially  after  the  fii-st  effects  of  high  exchange  in 
the  way  of  filling  immediate  wants  are  passed.  As  a  rule  China 
can  not  buy  without  selling.  It  can  not  import  safely  in  great  quan- 
tities without  covering  the  value  of  its  imports  by  exports,  and  high 
exchange  renders  profitable  export  difficult  if  not  impos.sible. 

(fOod  trade  in  China  depends  upon  a  proper  balancing  of  exchange- 
conditions,  and  trade  has  usually  been  best  at  comparatively  low 
exchange.  While  it  takes  more  of  Chinese  silver  to  buy  foreign  goods 
under  such  conditions,  the  Chinese  producer  is  able  to  sell  more  of 
his  products  and  usually  has  mure  silver  with  which  to  buy  foreign 
goods  at  even  the  higher  rate.  Normal  trade  conditions  and  business 
in  good  volume  in  South  China  can  hardly  be  expected  until  eJt- 
change  falls. 
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NEW  POSTLANO  CEMENT  FACTOKT  IN  ARGENTINA. 

IConnuI  GpDcrnl  W.  Henry  Uoliortsoii,  Iliirnon  .\1i'i-k,  Aujr.  -8.] 

.  On  July  28.  1916,  a  de«Tee  of  the  National  (Joveiiiment  nutliorized 
the  operation  as  a  joint-stock  company  of  the  Conipafiia  Arjrentina 
tie  Ceniento  I'ortland.  This  company  has  been  formed  by  United 
States  capitalists  for  the  working  of  linie-stone  (juariics  and  the  inan- 
nfacture  of  cement,  and  has  taken  over  property  in  Sierras  Bayas, 
Province  of  Buenos  Aires,  for  this  purpose.  According  to  local 
journals,  it  appeal's  from  exiwriments  made  by  enghieers  of  the  Fed- 
eral ^linistry  of  Public  Works  at  Quequen,  Province  of  Buenos  Aires, 
tliat  the  sand  found  in  that  district  contains  all  the  qualities  neces- 
saiy  for  the  production  of  a  cement  that  woidd  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Public  Health  Works  Department. 

The  site  of  the  new  factory  is  at  Sierra  Bayas,  and  its  estimated 
cost  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,000,000.  The  machinery  for  the 
factory  has  already  been  ordered  and  the  .structure  is  to  be  erected 
under  the  supervision  of  cement  experts,  who  will  come  from  the 
United  States.  It  is  expected  that  the  installation  will  be  finished 
by  the  end  of  next  year  and  that  in  1918  the  factory  will  be  pro- 
ducing Argentine  cement  at  the  rate  of  1,000.000  barrels  per  annum. 
The  organization  of  such  a  factory  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires 
is  imdoubtedly  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  American  ex- 
porters of  Portland  cement. 

[Brief  mention  of  this  new  enterprLse  wa.s  made  In  Commkrcb  IU^torts  for 
Aug.  3,  1910.]  

'  .1111  ^- 

SICE  PBOBUCnON  IN  STAM. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.   IlanscD,   Bangkok,   An?.   11.] 

In  the  recently  published  annual  rei>ort  on  the  paddy  crop  of  Siam 
for  the  season  1915-16  the  Department  of  Agi-iculture  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  average  of  the  last  10  years'  harvests  probably 
represents  about  the  limit  of  capacity  for  j)roductiou  under  present 
conditions,  and  it  is  only  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  factors  of 
irrigation  and  drainage,  now  being  taken  up,  that  a  i)erinaiient  im- 
provement can  be  brought  about. 

Tlie  paddy  crop  for  last  year  was  lighter  than  for  1914-15,  but 
the  loss  was  to  some  extent  covered  by  the  greater  extent  of  the  area 
cultivated.  The  past  year  proves  once  more  the  uncertainty  of  the 
agricultural  situation  .so  long  as  farmers  have  to  depend  on  a  hazard- 
ous rainfall  for  the  crops.  The  plowing  and  sowing  for  the  1915-16 
season  began  in  April,  transplanting  in  July,  and  all  planting  opera- 
tions were  completed  by  the  end  of  October  or  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber, except  in  the  Siamese  Malay  States,  where  planting  began  and 
was  finished  later.  The  harvesting  began  in  Octolwr  and  was  finished 
in  February,  1916,  in  all  but  the  Malay  Peninsular  districts,  where 
the  reaping  took  place  from  January  to  May.  The  area  under 
cultivation  for  1915-16  was  5,180,600  acres,  against  5.096,000  acres 
for  1914-15  and  5,286,00  acres  for  1913-14;  and  the  yield  of  paddy 
was  4,468,905  short  tons  for  1915-10,  4,626,017  tons  for  1014-15,  and 
4,766,814  tons  for  1913-14. 
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XABEET  FOB  WHEAT  FLOUB  IH  ^EBXUSA. 

[CoDsnl  Carl  B.   Loop,   BamlltoD.  Sept.  22.] 

Most  of  the  flour  received  in  Bermuda  is  imported  directly  from 
■the  mills  of  Canada  or  the  United  States.  Shipments  are  ordinarily 
made  with  sight  drafts  attached  to  bills  of  lading  payable  in  from 
7  to  30  days.  Formerly  prices  were  quoted  f.  o.  o.  New  York  or 
Halifax,  but  during  the  last  two  years  quotations  have  fretjuently 
been  made  c.  i.  f.  Hamilton,  though  more  often  by  Canadian  than 
by  American  mills. 

Three  of  Canada's  largest  mills  have  agents  in  Hamilton  who  re- 
ceive weekly  quotations  and  who  often  receive  consignments  for 
distribution.  In  such  transactions  they  are  entitled  to  a  commis- 
sion of  10  c-ents  a  barrel.  One  agent  handles  only  the  products  of  one 
mill,  though  a  given  mill  may  ship  more  than  one  brand  of  flour. 

The  flour  used  in  Bermuda  is  of  the  highest  grade  of  spring 
•wheat  patent.  Little  or  no  winter  grades  are  used.  A  preference  is 
apparent  among  importers  for  Canadian  flour  on  account  of  the 
claim  that  it  has  better  **  yielding  quality." 

Import*  Diirliig  the  Past  Two  Tears. 

Quantities  and  values  of  the  imports  of  wheat  flour  into  Bermuda 
during  1U14  and  1915,  with  countries  of  origin,  were: 


Coantiiss. 

QuantlUe. 

Valoas. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

United  Kingdom 

Bmtl: 

40 
17.514 
13.31 

Barn  . 

n04 
09. 547 

4«.018 

Ctaada 

15. 1» 
19.K7U 

(64.130 

United  8tat«a  , 

M  473 

Total 

31.2M 

-34.149 

US.7t» 

iia  603 

Flour  is  received  in  barrels  (196  pounds)  and  in  bags  (98  pounds), 
'although  the  figures  given  are  reckoned  on  the  basis  of  barrels.  A 
movement  is  on  foot  to  secure  legislation  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  flour  e.xcept  in  barrels  in  order  that  the  barrels  may  be  used  for 
the  exportation  of  ugricultiiml  produce.  It  is  proposed  to  admit 
flour  free  of  duty  when  inip<jited  in  barrels,  but  to  impose  a  duty 
of  10  per  cent  when  importeid  in  other  kinds  of  packages. 

[A  list  of  commlwiUm  a^^nts  and  Importers  of  flour  In  Benuudn  may  be 
Obtiiinwl  from  the  Burexu  of  Porelgn  nnil  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offios.    Itefer  to  file  No.  80611.) 


AMERICAN  AEBOFLANE  AT  SWATOW. 

[Conaul  George  C.  Hanson,  Snatow,  Cblna,  Svpt.  0.]  * 

On  September  1  there  arrived  at  Swatow  from  Manila  an  Amer- 
ican aeroplane  valued  at  $8,000  United  States  currency.  This  ma- 
chine was  purchased  by  the  local  military  authorities  ifor  their  use. 
A  Chinese  aviator  who  received  his  training  in  the  United  States 
has  been  engaged  to  operate  the  machine  here.  The  foreign  and 
Chinese  populations  of  Swatow  are  locking  forward  with  great  in- 
terest to  the  flights  of  this  machine,  which  will  take  place  in  the 
near  future. 
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cake-hhx  eqtjifmest  fob  west  nrotEs. 

(Special  Agent  Garrard  Elarrls.] 

In  the  last  year  and  a  half  there  has  been  a  considerable  revival   • 
of  interest  throughout  all  the   West  Indies  in  the  production  of 
sugar,  molasses,  rum,  and  alcohol.    The  prices  being  paid  for  these 
commodities  are  very  profitable  and  have  enabled  many  owners  of 
sugar-cane  properties  to  pull. out  of  debt  and  realize  a  surplus. 

Klimination  of  the  beet-sugar  competition  from  Europe  has  in- 
creased the  price  for  sugar  far  beyond  its  selling  figures  of  recent 
years.  The  demand  for  alcohol  m  explosive  making  and  in  the 
preparation  of  the  huge  quantities  of  drugs  and  antiseptics  required 
by  the  European  war  and  an  increased  demand  for  rum  at  good 
prices  have  given  life  and  impetus  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane, 
from  which  these  commodities  are  derived. 

Class  of  Equipment  Being  Bought. 

Areas  that  have  not  grown  cane  in  many  years  are  being  brought 
into  cultivation  again,  and  much  new  ground  is  being  put  under 
cane.  Prosperity  came  first  to  the  large,  modem  sugar  establish- 
ments and  then  to  the  smaller  producers.  The  growers  of  moderate- 
sized  plantings  of  cane  arc  now  enjoying  good  prices  and  a  market 
that  is  apparently  not  limited  in  its  ab-orbing  capacity.  In  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico,  which  are  well  supplied  with  "centrals,"  the  cane 
as  a  rule  is  sold  outright  to  the  central,  either  for  cash  or  a  stipulated 
percentage  of  the  sugar.  In  the  rest  of  the  West  Indies,  where  there 
are  not  so  many  centrals,  the  small  growers  grind  their  own  cane 
and  that  of  their  tenants  and  convert  it  into  crude  sugar,  selling  both 
the  molasses  and  the  sugar  (and,  in  some  instances,  merely  the  ex- 
tracted cane  juice)  to  mm  distilleries. 

It  is  this  tyi>e  of  cane  grower  and  manufacturer  who  is  in  the 
market  for  equipment.  Many  of  these  comparatively  small  estates^ 
have  made  money  even  with  anti(|uated  mnchinery.  Many  owners 
of  such  estates  are  now  seeking  mills  that  will  give  greater  extrac- 
tion fi'om  the  cane.  Generally  speaking,  these  mills  are  to  be  oper- 
ated by  mules  or  oxen  by  means  of  a  sweep.  Some  market  exists 
for  steam-power  mills  and  those  driven  bv  gasoline  or  kerosene 
engines,  but  the  largest  demand  is  for  mills  operated  by  animal 
power.  Gasoline  and  kerosene  are  expensive  and  competent  me- 
chanics are  hard  to  find  when  needed  for  repairs  or  adjustments,  and 
the  same  arguments  hold  good  against  the  steam-power  mills. 
Zvaporators  and  Stills. 

Evaporators  are  also  in  demand.  Many  of  the  small  producers 
Have  old  "  open  kettle  "  equipment,  and  this  is  being  utilized,  although 
roost  owners  are  convinced  of  the  great  waste  attendant  upon  this 
antiquated  process  and  are  looking  for  something  better.  New 
estutes  are  going  into  cane  and,  of  course,  require  new  and  mcMlern 
outfits.  There  is  also  a  fair  demand  for  stills  for  the  manufacture 
of  rum  and  alcohol. 

The  opinion  prevails  throughout  the  West  Indies  that  the  war  in 
Europe  will  certainly  last  another  two  years,  or  even  more,  and  that 
the  present  high  prices  for  all  cane  products  will  continue  that  long 
at  least.  Moreover,  it  is  generally  believed  that,  even  if  the  war 
fihooid  end  sooner,  it  will  be  six  or  seven  years  before  the  beet  sugar 
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of  Europe  will  again  become  a  serious  competitor,  and  that  nlcohcd 
will  continue  to  Ikj  used  largely  in  industrial  pursuits.  It  is  also 
a  matter  of  general  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
alcohol  will  Ik;  utilized  more  generally  as  a  fuel  for  motor  veliicles. 
For  these  reasoiuj  the  West  Indians  are  willing  to  buy  good  equip- 
ment. 

The  Field  for  Sales. 

As  stated,  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico,  by  reason  of  liaving  many  large 
centrals  scattered  over  nearly  the  whole  of  their  territory,  do  not 
offer  the  market  for  small  cane  mills  and  equipment  that  other  por- 
tions of  the  Weat  Indies  do.  However,  there  should  be  a  very  fair 
field  in  the  two  islands  named  for  alcohol  and  rum  distilling  outfits, 
and  in  the  more  remote  districts  there  probably  will  be  found  some 
demand  for  the  small  cane  mills. 

Haiti  and  the  Dominican  Rei)ublic  offer  two  of  the  very  best  pros- 
l^ective  fields  for  the  sale  of  caiie  mills,  evaporatore,  distilling  out- 
fits, and  .small  complete  sugar-making  plants.  Haiti  is  an  especially 
attractive  territory.  At  this  time  it  is  perhaps  the  country  with  best 
natural  advantages  for  cane  growing  an«l  .sugar  making  and  the 
one  lea.st  supplied  with  the  means  of  taking  advantage  of  the  really 
good  opportunities  that  exist  there.  Its  large  aretf  of  fertile  alluvial 
plain  and  valley  is  comparatively  untouchetL  The  almost  virgin 
soil  is  of  fine  prodiu;iug  capacity,  and  for  many  years  will  not  need 
.the  stimulus  of  artificial  fertili/ei's.  Indications  are  pointing  to  a 
considerable  activity  in  development  in  Haiti  ah>ng  all  lines  growing 
out  of  sugar-cane  cultivation.  The  Dominican  Republic,  occupying 
the  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  same  island  as  Haiti,  offers  attractions 
little  l»elow  tho.se  of  the  country  on  the  we.st. 

The  smaller  islands,  such  as  the  Danish,  the  French,  and  the 
British  West  Indies,  arc  also  territoiy  in  which  there  is  much  interest 
being  manifested  in  the  accjuisitiim  of  all  sorts  of  equipment  needed 
in  the  growing  of  cane  and  the  manufacture  of  cane  products.  These 
islands,  in  the  aggregate,  constitute  a  large  area  of  great  purchasing 
power. 

No  Catalogrnes  in  Trench. 

The  manager  of  a  huge  trading  company  in  Martini(|ue  com- 
plained recently  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  a  catalogue  of 
American  sugar  mills,  machinery,  appliances,  or  equipment  m  the 
French  language;  that  he  was  carrymg  two  lines  of  American  cane 
mills;  and  that  if  he  had  an  ade<.|uate  catalogue  ho  could  utilize 
copies  to  great  advantage  and  make  his  .sales  larger.  It  would  seem 
that  the  field  populated  by  i)eople  si)eaking  the  French  language  is 
of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  i)ublication  of  such  a  cata- 
logue on  the  part  of  manufacturers,  especially  since  the  opening  up 
to  development  of  Haiti — a  country  of  1,000,000  population.  T^ere 
is  reported  to  be  considerable  wealth  in  Haiti,  which  its  owners  will 
now  employ  in  bringing  into  cultivation  antl  u.se  wide  araas  of  rich 
land.  Sugar  cane  is  the  natural  crop  to  plant,  and  the  one  from 
which  the  largest  returns  may  be  had  at  the  smallest  expense. 

The  Frencli  i)os.sessions  of  GuadeIoui>e,  its  smaller  dependent 
islands,  and  the  island  of  Martinique  are  all  populated  by  folk  who, 
in  the  main,  know  only  the  French  tongue.    There  are  thousands  of 
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acres  of  cane  land  available  in  these  colonies  and  thousands  of  acres 
already  in  cultivation.  There  is  also  much  wealth,  and  the  owners 
of  the  land  are  able  to  mike  use  of  it  ar.d  to  purchase  the  necessary 
equipment.  Direct  steamship  connections  and  liberal  treatment  by 
the  home  government  make  the  manufacture  of  cane  products  in 
the  French  West  Indies  a  very  attractive  proposition,  indeed.  Small 
estates  are  the  rule  in  this  territory,  and  equipment  of  all  sorts  is  in 
demand. 

It  would  seem  that  it  is  well  worth  the  cost  of  issuing  a  catalogue 
in  the  French  language  to  have  it  appeal  especially  to  the  French 
trade.  As  the  whole  list  of  cane  eqiiipnient  is  not  veiy  extensive,  it 
is  no  great  undertaking  for  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  to  provide 
such  a  catalogue.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  English,  French,  and 
Spanish  are  spoken  in  the  West  Indies,  each  in  its  own  territory,  the 
reading  matter  could  be  made  interlinear  in  the  three  languages.  The 
illustrations  should  be  ample  and  well  executed.  Such  a  catalogue 
could  be  used  not  only  for  the  West  Indies  but  for  the  whole  of 
Latin  America  as  well. 

Sogllih  JCills  are  the  Standard. 

American  mills  are  not,regarded  with  the  same  favor  accorded 
those  of  English  make.  It  is  complained  that  the  American  mills 
do  not  "stand  up  under  the  work"  as  do  the  British  machines.  Most 
of  the  owners  use  equipment  very  roughly,  leaving  it  exposed  to  tor- 
rential rain  and  tropical  sunlight  from  one  season  to  anothef.  As 
a  rule,  the  cane-mill  ojjeratives,  through  ignorance,  do  everything 
that  ought  not  to  be  done,  from  overfeeding  the  rollers  (by  jamming 
in  too  many  stalks  at  once)  to  all  other  conceivable  and  inconceivable 
wavs  of  abusing  machihery  and  exercising  lack  of  judgment  or'c,are. 

Only  apparatus  of  the  utmost  solidity  and  simplicity  can  stand 
such  treatment  and  remain  efficient.  This  the  cane  mills  made  by  a 
firm  in  Darby,  England,  are  claimed  to  do.  This  make  of  mill  ap- 
pears to  be  generally  the  standard  of  excellence  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  it  is  preferred  to  any  other.  Various  makes  of  cane  mills  nave 
lieen  triea,  but  the  conclusion  regarding  the  Darby  mills  remains. 
Nor  is  this  preference  confined  to  the  West  Indies.  In  several 
countries  of  Central  America  I  have  heard  these  same  mills  alluded 
to  as  being  the  best  to  be  had  in  wearing  qualities  and  general  serv- 
iceability. 

Some  mills  of  American  make  are  undoubtedly  being  sold  in  the 
West  Indies  now,  but  the  main  argument  for  their  sale  is  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  the  English  mills.  As  between  the  two  makes  of 
cane  mills,  ordinarily,  there  would  be  no  argument.  The  buyer  would 
take  the  English  mill.  If  he  has  used  it  before,  he  found  it  satisfac- 
tory and  durable;  if  he  is  making  his  first  venture  in  the  use  of  .1 
cane  mill,  he  has  heard  of  it  from  his  neighbors.  The  West  Indian 
is  a  conservative  and  prefers  to  follow  the  beaten  path  in  the  expend- 
iture of  his  money. 

Ko  Ornamentation  Besired. 

As  illustrating  how  closely  small  points  must  be  watched  in  differ- 
ent localities,  mention  may  be  made  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
American  cane  mUls  sent  to  the  French  West  Indies  are  nicely 
adorned  with  ornamental  painting.    The  best  plan  is  to  give  the 
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mills  a  thorough  coating  of  red-lead  paint,  and  over  this  a  coating 
of  good  black  i)aint,  as  weather-resisting  as  it  is  iwssible  to  find. 
Only  this — and  nothing  more — for  your  French  colonial  is  a  close 
buyer  and  sees  no  use  in  paying  for  pretty  ornamentation  on  a 
cane  mill. 

In  correspondence  relative  to  sjiles,  it  is  much  the  best  to  quot© 
price  delivered  at  the  neaitsst  j)ort.  This  is  the  custom  of  the  British 
makers  and  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  prosjjective  purchaser.  He 
usually  has  not  the  facilities  for  obtaining  information  as  to  freight 
rates  that  are  at  the  command  of  the  manufacturer  in  the  United 
States.  Ho  wants  to  know  just  what  tlie  machinery  will  cost  him 
laid  down  at  his  port,  e.xclu.sive  of  the  duties,  which  he  can  ascertain 
without  difficulty  or  delay. 

TTse  of  French  ZtrnguAgt. 

Sending  traveling  men  who  s|)eak  only  English,  or  only  English 
and  Spanish,  to  Haiti  and  the  French  West  Indies  is  largely  a  waste 
of  time  and  money.  With  Spanish  there  is  a  small  chance  of  ntaking 
some  headway,  as  a  few  of  the  French  islanders  know  a  little  Span- 
ish, but  it  is  best  to  have  a  salesman  who  can  siwak,  read,  and  write 
French  fluently. 

Ijetters,  circulars,  catalogues,  and  price  li.sts  in  Spanish  sent  to 
Haiti,  (fuatleh>upe,  and  Martini(|ue  might  as  well  he  in  English,  or 
Hindiistani.  or  Arabic  for  all  the  gotKl  such  literature  does — ^yet  an 
astonishing  amoimt  of  Spanisli  mail  arrives  by  em^h  steamer.  The 
French  territorials  and  Haitians  might  bear  this  calmly  if  it 


not  for  the  fact  that  they  are  .so  «)ften  called  upon  to  make  up  de- 
s  in  postage  on  lettei*s  mailed  from  the  United  States. 


SHOEPACE  nrDXrSTBY  IN  NEW  BBUNSWICK. 

[Consul  KUward  A.  Dov,  St.  Steiihcn,  New  Brunswlrk,  Caiuula,  Sept.  29.1 

Two  concerns  at  Fre<lericton,  in  the  St.  Stephen  consular  district, 
employ  al)out  150  and  2t»0  persons,  respectively,  in  the  manufacture 
of  leather  goo<ls,  chiefly  shoei>acks  and  acces.sories  to  this  product. 
There  is  a  demand  particularly  among  luml)ermen  for  footwear 
which  is  waterproof,  yet  warm  and  comfortable  in  cold  weather. 
The  soft-soled  boot  or  shoe  produced  here  is  of  the  class  of  shoe- 
])aclcs  sold  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

One  of  the  firn^s  mentioned  has  established  a  branch  house  in 
Calais,  Me.,  oppasite  St.  Stephen,  to  handle  the  distribution  of  its 
protlucts  in  the  United  States,  where  sales  are  made  oven  in  the 
South. 

The  hides  are  selected  in  the  green  and  tanned  in  the  factories 
here.  They  have  a  finished  color  of  a  rich  brown.  A  representative 
of  one  c«mcem  .states  that  even  long  experience  in  .selling  the  product 
in  the  United  States  has  not  enabled  him  to  find  a  market  for  the 
waste  leather,  especially  the  smaller  jjieces,  at  a  price  higlier  than 
its  value  as  mere  scrap.  He  says  the  firm  i-eluctantly  sells  its  waste 
in  such  a  market,  believing  that  in  the  near  future  American  in- 
genuity will  produce  a  method  of  utilising  small  pieces  of  leather 
for  novelties  or  domestic  use. 
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UfBAnnSQ  THE  ZIIIDES  ZEE. 

[CoDRil  Fnnk  W.  Uahln.  Amgterctain,  NctherlaDds,  Sept.  12  :  see  also  Coumirce  Reports 
ror  Feb.  10,  Mar.  80,  and  Apr.  18,  1910.] 

After  being  discussed  pro  and  con  through  many  columns  of 
periodicals  and  hundreds  of  pages  of  books  and  pamphlets  during 
thi-eequartei"s  of  a  century,  the  proposition  to  drain  the  Zuider  Zee 
has  finally  reached  the  form  of  a  bill  introduced  into  the  Second 
Chamber  of  the  Netherlands  Parliament  on  September  9. 

The  bill  provides  for  a  dam  across  the  upper  part  of  the  Zuider 
Zee, extending  from  the  Province  of  North  Holland,  over  the  Amstel- 
(liep  (a  narrow  strait),  to  the  island  of  Wieringen  and  thence  to 
the  Friesland  coast  at  the  town  of  Piaam,  in  a  northeasterly  direc- 
tion. Including  the  island,  the  total  length  of  the  dam  would  be 
about  24  miles;  excluding  the  island,  about  19  miles  of  dam  actually 
to  be  constructed.  A  lake  of  882,000  acres  in  area  would  be  formed, 
of  which,  it  is  understood,  about  500,000  acres  would  be  drained, 
leaving  the  remainder  as  a  lake  in  the  midst  of  the  redeemed  arable 
land. 

As  numerous  fisher  folk  depend  upon  the  Zuider  Zee  for  their 
livelihood,  the  bill  now  introduced  contemplates  indemnity  for  such 
injury  as  they  may  suffer.  The  bill  also  takes  account  of  possible 
damage  to  shipping  and  other  interests. 

Cost  of  Project— wm  Take  Fifteen  Year*  to  Complete. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  fidl  execution  of  the  project  will  require 
15  years  and  will  cost  $44,220,000,  of  which  two-thirds  would  be  for 
the  dam  and  auxiliary  works  and  one-third  for  the  draining.  In 
addition,  would  be  works  and  measures  of  a  protective  nature,  follow- 
ing the  draining,  the  cost  whereof,  ns  estimated,  would  swell  the 
grand  total  to  approximately  $90,000,000.  These  works  and  measures 
will  be  the  subject  of  another  bill  to  be  introduced  in  the  Parliament. 

When  work  on  the  project  will  begin  is  not  yet  known,  but  it  will 
!»  decided  as  the  bill  progresses  through  the  Parliament.  Long  dis- 
cussion and  consideration  is  expected.  Many  interests  which  will  be 
effected  must  be  taken  into  account.  Among  them  are  the  canals  of 
Amsterdam,  wliich  are  flushed  and  freshened  by  water  pumped  from 
the  Znider  Zee,  and  provision  therefor  must  be  arranged. 

It  is  cnlcidated  that  the  dam  will  be  completed  in  the  ninth  year  of 
work  on  the  project.  In  the  fourth  year  work  will  begin  on  dikes 
lorthe  area  to  be  reclaimed.  Just  how  the  draining  will  oe  done  does 
Hot  appear  in  the  published  details  of  the  project. 

SHOSTAOE  OF  BEEB  AT  SAINT  PIEBSE. 

(Coosnl  John  J.  C.  Watson,  St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon,  Sept.  26.] 

-A  scarcity  of  beer  exists  in  this  district  at  present,  offering  Ameri- 
can brewers  an  opportunity  to  increase  their  sales  here.  While  the 
•""rket  is  small,  it  is  worth  looking  over. 

The  average  annual  consumption  of  beer  for  the  district  is  ap- 
Pi'nximately  1,000  gallons.  Last  vear  only  about  half  of  that  amount 
Was  imported.  Most  of  it  came  from  France  formerly,  but  since  the 
War  began  the  importation  of  French  beer  has  practically  ceased. 
-American  exporters  should  note  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
pilfer  light  beer,  altliough  a  small  amount  of  dark  beer  is  imported 
*'*m  England. 
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AMERICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  l^e  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  rcspectivo 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  considate. 


Name. 

rost. 

Rsplra- 
liou  ol 
venue. 

.\ddress. 

Colombo,  Ce  vlon 

Havre,  France 

St.GaU.SwltMriand.. 

Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 

OslKXndi  John  Ball 

Department  of  State,  Washbigton,  D.O. 
Do. 

Tike,  William  J 

1200  Kulaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md, 
Department  of  State,  Wa.shlneton,  D.  0. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkern,  N.  Y. 

«raoey.  Wilbur  T.« 

Seville,  Spain  

Oct.  30 

Nov.  25 

Nov.  1» 

Fort    ],iinoD,    Costa 

Rica. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
Georgetown^  Guiana.. 

Cliun.  Tfii'oM  P 

Saugerties,  rister  Coiuily,  N.  V. 

CbamberilD,  Qeorge  B.*.... 

Snahr.  Horziuui  L.~c 

Mont^vldej,  Uruguay. 

C/o  District  OfBce,  Bureau  of  Foreica 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Boom  4W^ 
Cattombous*.  New  York  City. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerre,  SOI  Fedaial 
Bunding,  Chicago,  111. 

Winsloir,  EdmM  D 

Dec.  11 

•  Mr.  Oracey  will  be  fdad  to  have  conferences  with  American  exporters  in  eastern  dtles 
interested  In  the  Spanish  trade  during  hl»  vlxlt  In  the  United  States. 

•  Ur.  Cbamberlin  expects  to  arrive  in  New  York  between  October  8  and  14,  and  he  wttt 
be  g\n4,  to  arrange  tpr  appolntmcnln  with  buNlnosH  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  information  concerning  trade  itinOltlons  in  his  district.  Ills  address  unUI  tlie 
day  of  h\a  arrival  will  be  in  care  of  the  Uotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and  Tbirtr-tlilrd 
Street,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  Washinston,  D.  C. 

•  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  in  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  t» 
confer  with  thO!<e  Interested  in  the  Uruguayan  trade. 


ITALTS  I^BEION  TBADE  IN  SUQAR. 

tVlce  Consul  Arthur  O.  Frost,  Uenoa,  Sept.  19.] 

During  1013,  1914,  1915,  and  the  first  six  months  of  1916  Italy 
imported  and  exported  the  following  quantities  of  first-grade  sugar 
(metric  ton  equals  2,204.6  pounds)  : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Jtn.-}aat, 
1916. 

niroBTS. 
Value 

t360.9»S 

1285,610 

tl83.439 

11,063  341 

Metric  tons 

6.235 

4.774 

3.066  1              14-337 

8331 

Cuba 

■     " 



5,319 

807 

3,973 
726 

2,840 

France 

74  1                3n 

t3, 900, 996 

_             , 

EXPOBTS. 
Value 

t59,602 
1,029 

$1,947,696 
22,426 

t%.>»  MT 

Metric  tons    

44  917  1            t'^k 

The  present  scarcity  has  lieen  estimated  at  100,000  tons,  and  the 
{fee  entrance  of  at  lea.st  tliat  quantity  is  being  discassed  in  business 
circles. 

('oasul  \V.  E.  Alger,  at  Fernie,  British  Columbia,  reports  that  the 
mines  at  Bossland,  in  that  coiusular  district,  are  shipping  between 
5,000  and  6,000  tons  of  ore  weekly  to  the  smelter  at  Trail,  Britisli 
Columbia.  ^  , 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  GOTEBNUEIVT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBTJCTION. 

(Corrp8pond«nce  sfaonid  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  spcclAcation*  can  uanally 
be  obtained  at  tbe  pnints  where  the  icoodo  nre  to  bo  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
fldnned.  In  pbbpb  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  penult  Arms  to  sahmit  tenders,  they 
should  ssk  fo  be  placed  on  the  mHllIni;  Huts  of  such  oBIcpk  to  receive  notices  ciillins  for 
tutare  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Poat-ogtce  conatruption.  No.  3G66. — Sealwl  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Supervising  Architet-t's  Offlce,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  Noveinbt-r  14,  1916.  for  the  construction  of  the  post  ofilw?  at  Metlla, 
Pa.  Drawiu)^  and  specifications  tnuy  he  obtained  from  the  custodian  of 
the  site  at  Media,  Pa.,  or  at  the  above-named  offlce. 

Alcohol.  No.  3867. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Anny.  .543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  until 
October  18,  1916.  for  furnishing  alcohol.  Internal-revenue  tax  unpaid.  In 
barrels,  and  denatured  alcohol,  to  be  delivered  In  metal  drums  of  not  over 
GO  gallons  caimclty.  Further  information  may  Im*  bud  on  application  to 
the  above-named  office. 

Oasoline  motors.  No.  .^(iS. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Toraplilnsvllle,  N,  Y..  until  O<'toher  28,  1916,  for  furnlKhing 
four  14-horseiK»wer  gasoline  mot«>rs  for  jM»wer  Inrnts.  Further  information 
will  he  furnished  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

T^ephone  ttcitchhoard.  No.  3669. — Sealed  pn»po«nIs  will  he  received  at  the  offlce 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Depiirtiiient.  Washlnfrt<m,  D.  C,  until 
October  27,  1916,  for  furnishing  60  camp  telephone  switchboards.  (Befer 
to  proposal  868.) 

Sea  wall.  No.  3670. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Btirenu  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington.  D.  C.  until  November  6,  1016, 
for  repairs,  relocation,  and  extension  of  the  present  ilry-rubhle  sea  wall. at 
the  naval  ho«q[)ltal,  CSielsea,  Mass.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
tainetl  on  appllciitlon  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  C!om- 
mundant  of  the  Nnvy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bteetromagnrt,  No.  3671. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot.  Dnited  States  Aruiy,  Fort  Mason.  San  F>anclsco.  Cal.,  until 
October  18,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "D,"  Trans- 
port Dock,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  a  110-volt  electromagnet. 
Further  information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above-named 
ofllce. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3672. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the 
offlce  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  October  2.5.  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Cohm  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  (^amil 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  suction  pipe  and  fittings,  bolts, 
rivets,  nails,  horseshoes,  toe  calks,  sheet  copper,  copper  tubing,  sheet  brass, 
bronze  bars,  sheet  tin,  bnnca  tin,  sheet  lead,  solder,  wire,  ele<-tric  cable, 
electrical  attachments,  telephone  8ui>plles,  wire  molding.  l>eeswax  com- 
pound, twine,  steel  lockers,  drinking  fountains,  cooling  boxes,  sliow  cases, 
fire  extinguishers,  cable  clips,  cable  thimbles,  turnbuckle.s,  shovels,  wheei- 
twrrows,  jacks,  anchor  lights,  coclis.  valves,  ferrules,  wagon  parts,  rubber 
Urea,  horse  brushes,  manila  rope,  oakum,  leather,  soap,  sal  ammoniac, 
acetone,  ultrainarlne  blue,  and  spud  timbers.     (Circular  1089). 

Dredging.  No.  3673. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Unitetl  States 
Engineer  Offlce,  Now  Ix>ndon,  (jonn.,  until  October  26.  1916.  for  maintenance 
dredging  In  Pawcatuk  Kiver.  U.  I.  and  Conn.  Further  infonnution  will 
be  furnished  on  applioition  to  the  above-named  office. 

Bleetric  lift.  No.  8674. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent,  tioast  and  GetMletic  Survey,  20.5  New  .Ier.«ey  Ave.  SK., 
Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  24,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  Installing 
an  electric  lift.  Specifications  find  lull  details  will  be  furnislieil  on 
application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Motor  generator  set.  No.  3675. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Depiirtment,  Wasliington.  D.  C.  until  October 
80,  1916,  for  furnishing  one  3(X)-kilowatt  motor  generator  set  and  swltcli- 
boord  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the  Commandant 
at  the  navy  yard  named,  ^  , 
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ReHerrod  addrosxcs  may  be  obtnlnod  from  the  Barean  and  its  diatrlct  ofllrea.  Request 
for  ench  oitportiinlty  should  be  on  n  sepnrnle  sheet  and  Ktate  opportunity  namber,) 
The  Bnrt'nn  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  nsxumc  responBlbility  as  to  the  slandiog 
of  foreljin  luijulrers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Artiflo'ml  cues  for  dolls,  No.  2263i. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  re- 
portij  tliut  a  doll  manufacturer  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  artificial 
eyoM  for  dolls  of  all  standard  sizes.    Samples  and  price  lists  are  desired. 

General  merchandise,  No.  22655. — A  merchant  in  southern  Chile  informs  an 
American  consular  ofllcer  of  Ills  desire  to  purchase  in  the  United  States 
8uear,  rice,  nails,  zinc  buckets  and  washbasins,  zinc  bathtubs,  plain  and  cor- 
ru;ntt*'d  galvauized-iron  sheets,  soap,  enameled  table  and  kitchen  ware, 
cereal.s,  butter,  caustic  soda,  canned  fish,  window  glass,  wire  fencing,  and 
candie.i.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English,  but  Spanl.sh  Is  preferred. 
Kefereiices. 

Account  hooks.  No.  22656. — ^Au  American  consular  ofllcer  in  Central  America 
writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  quotations  on  ledgers  with  indexes. 
Journals,  and  cash  books  In  cheap  and  medium  grades,  S  inches  by  13  inches 
to  12  inches  by  17  inches,  in  100  to  600  page  sizes.  Titles  to  be  printed  in 
Spanish.    Correspondence  In  English. 

Tractw  plows,  No.  22657. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  Central  Africa 
writes  that  a  man  in  that  territory  desires  to  be  pla<«d  in  touch  with  mann- 
facturers  of  tractor  plows. 

Office  supplies,  No.  22668. — ^An  Import  house  in  Portugal  advises  an  American 
con.sular  officer  of  its  desire  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufarturers  of  writing  inks,  office  supplies,  etc.  Corrcspondeuc©  in 
French  preferred. 

Uission  fumitwre.  No.  22659. — ^An  American  consular  ofilcw  in  New  Zealand 
■  tmnsmit3.the  name  of  a  firm  of  furniture  dealers  in  his  district  desirous  of 
getting  in  touch  with  manufacturei-s  iiud  exporters  of  mission  furnitore. 
Catalogues,  price  ILsts,  eta,  are  desired.    Ueferenca 

lluchtncry,  No.  22660. — A  general  connnlsslon  merchant  In  southern  France 
informs  an  American  consular  offiei-r  tliat  he  wishes  to  enter  Into  commer- 
cial relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  iwiwr-mlU  machinery.  Cor- 
respondence In  English. 

Vachinery,  No.  22661. — A  man  in  northern  Brazil  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  his  desire  to  be  placetl  In  touch  with  AinorI<>an  manufac- 
turers of  complete  Installations  of  machinery  for  the  preparation  of  tapioca 
and  "farlnha"  from  mandloca  roots.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  should  be 
s<>nt.     (Correspondence  In  English. 

Pressed  glass  goods.  No.  22662. — A  firm  in  .southern  Spain  Informs  an  Ainerl- 
cau  consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  act  as  agent  for  an  American  manufac- 
turer of  pressed  glass  goods  of  all  kinds  In  Imitation  of  cut  glass,  such  as 
flower  and  fruit  ba.skets,  table  center  pieces,  toilet  and  table  services,  etc 

ifacJiinerp,  No.  22663. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  transmits  the 
name  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  represent  American  uianufitctorera 
of  machinery  for  the  roiling  and  drtiwlng  of  copper  wire,  machinery  for  roll- 
ing and  working  raw  rubber,  machines  for  laying  prepared  rubber  nreund 
wires,  machines  for  stranding  and  braiding  vulcanized  rubber  wires  and  ca- 
bles; machines  for  pressing  lead  mantlt>s  around  cables,  and  maclUnes  for 
laying  Iron  or  steel  tapes  around  cables;  also  armoring  machines.  C«>rre- 
siK>ndlug  in  Kuglisii. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUAEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  lOMESTIC  COHUEBCE. 


niSTKIGT  OFFICES. 
KEW  TOBR:  Bo«Bi  40<,  CDstemhovie. 
BOSTOK:  1801  Cutomkoiur. 
CHICAGO:  S04  Fedcrtl  BollMis. 
ia.  I.0UI8I  40a  Tklrd  NiUoul  Balk  B»UdIa«, 
ATLASTAi  fiSl  Poat  OMm  BalMlaf. 
XGW  0BLEAN8:  1030  HlberaU  Baak  Balldlaff, 
MX  iVASCISCO:  S07  Cutoadioaw. 
SeATnB:  64»  Hrarir  Balldlag. 


COOPERATITB  OFFICES. 
CLRVELAlilD:  Cbtmbcr  of  Commtnt. 
CI?iniiXATI :  Ckaaber  of  Caamrree. 

craaxxATii  c,  k.  o.  *  t.  p.  bt.  ca. 

IX)S  ANOELES:  Ckiakcr  of  Oaanaerw. 
PHILAUKLPBU:  Chamber  of  Coutrca. 
(nATTAMOOClA:  Soatk  Aaerieia  Ag«at,  8a«tb- 

era  Bf.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEfl.  i  Ckaaber  of  eaBMrree. 
DATTONi  <]Rat«r  Daitaa  Anaelaltea. 
WABBIKOION  :  OOTEIXaitiX  FBtKTIKC-OFFICa  :  f»t» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PRI 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

>*/  DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

*  ISSOED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  uk  br  the  Superintendent  of  Documentt,  Waskisfton,  D.  C,  at  J2.50  per  ;ear 


No.  240        Washington,  D.  C,  Thursday,  October  12  1916 

CONTENTS. 

rage.  Page 

Relaxation  of  Frmch  embargo  on  ore-" 145      Export's  from  British  ClUiani 151 

Reviews  development  of  cotton  trade 145  Proixwoi  exportation  of  Chiloan  metlicines..,.  151 

Presperotu  yeir  (or  Australasian  wool  trade. ..  148       Trade  eNlcnsion  in  the  West.  Indies 152 

OofCroment  aid  to  Italian  meroliant  marine  ..  147       Extrai-i  in^  knurl  gum  uil  in  Nn.v  Zealand 153 

Amcricai}  onion  seed  (or  Bermuda 147  I'hinpie  purchases  of  (trint  and  ammunition...  151 

Tred«fif;tire3  (or  Fxniador 14S  Commerce  throuBli  the  .'^lUltSle.  Marie  Canab.  155 

Fb»  rubber  exports  from  Malay  Peninsiila 14S      Siciiys  foreign  trade  In  citrus  (ruiu 156 

FnspcToos  yev  for  Brazilian  steamship  com-  Holland  iisinc  more  sesame  see  J 157 

pao^ 149      Chile's  pureliases  of  foreign  motor  <»r3 15S 

Bulkhead  and  load  line-'  <»mmitt«e 149  American  consular  ofhcers  on  leave  o(  atisenoe.  159 

Crois and  (Liberie i,  St.  I'lene 150      Foreign  trade  opportunities IW 

Naral  construction  for  Siam 150 

BEIAZATIOir  OF  FBENCH  EHBARGO  ON  OBES. 

[Cablegram  ttom  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Oct.  11.] 

An  order  of  October  6  permits  the  exportation  from  French  colo- 
nies of  radioactive  uranium-bearing  ores  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
Britisli  pofeses.sions  and  protectorates,  uninvaded  Belgium,  Japan, 
Bassia,  and  countries  of  North  and  South  America. 


EEVIEWS  DEVEIOPMENT  OF  COTTON  TBADE. 

The  growth  of  the  world's  cotton  inthistries  is  shown  in  the  annual 
cotton  handbook  of  London,  the  latest  issue  of  which  is  reviewed  by 
the  Textile  Mercur^,  of  Manchester.  England.  The  present  total  of 
the  world's  cotton  spindles  is  151,C()7,()00,  compared  with  94,568,000 
21  years  ago.  The  greatest  advance  has  lieen  made  in  the  United 
States.  Since  1904  there  has  been  an  addition  of  more  than  iOjOOO.OOO 
spindles  throughout  the  world,  and  since  1895  about  57,000,000. 
There  are  now  6,513  cotton  firms  in  all  cotton-spinning  countries, 
2,004  of  these  being  in  Great  Bi-itain.  The  number  of  cotton  looms 
is  estimated  at  2,852,947.  In  commenting  on  the  figures  presented  the 
Mercury  says :  .  <> 

It  appears  strange  that  the  Unltetl  States,  with  a  ronslilonihly  smnllor  nmu- 
b«r  of  spindles,  should  be  using  nearly  twice  ns  niaii.v  bales  of  raw  cotton  as 
we  are,  and  that  India,  with  only  6,849,000  sitindlos.  sliould  be  (>oiisniiilng  more 
than  half  the  bales  that  we  disjwse  of  with  (50,00(t,000  spindlt-s.  Writers  are 
pointing  out  that  comparatively  we  are  polng  back;  but  the  differonce  In 
spindleage  and  consumption  is  so  obvious  that  we  must  look  elsewhere  for  an 
explanation  of  our  position.  If  we  are  remaining  practically  stationary  in 
consumption  with  an  increase  In  the  number  of  siiindles  and  of  s|)eed,  it  is 
clear  that  we  are  forging  ahead  in  the  quality  of  raw  nuiterial  used.  TIi»> 
predominance  of  the  ring  frame  abroad  accounts  to  some  extent  for  tlie  aj'- 
pnrently  enormous  consumption.  But  our  place  lies  in  the  u.«e  of  Iwtter  qunli- 
Ues,  in  devoting  more  time  to  the  spiiming  of  a  given  quantity  (for  the  produc- 
tion of  higher  counts),  and  in  much  less  waste.  This  is  tlie  direction  In  which 
we  continue  to  lead,  and  it  Is  what  we  have  to  think  about  in  discussing  the 
problem  of  growing  cotton  for  our  puiixtsc  in  our  own  Knipire.  In  this  respect 
our  attention  Is  now  frequently  directed  to  India,  but  our  suiH>lies  from  this 
country  are  so  small  and  the  call  from  other  countries'  so  great  that  we  cmi 
not  hope  to  get  any  satisfaction  from  India  for  a  long  time  to  come.  We  imtst 
•ISO  look  elsewhere. 
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mOSSYROTSS  TEAB  FOS  ATTSTBAIASIAir  WOOL  TBABS. 

t  Consul  OeoenU  Alfred  A.  Window,  AocUand,  Naw  Zealand.  Aoe.  28.1 

The  season  of  1915-16  was  one  of  exceptional  prosperity  for  the 
sheep ,  and  wool  indnstry  of  Aastratasia,  and  the  outlook  for  the 
1916-17  season  is  even  bietter.  During  the  year  ended  June  30,  Aus- 
tralasia exported  1,807,979  bales  (of  500  pounds)  of  the  1915-10  clip, 
valued  at  $145,525,538,  against  1,544,799  bales  of  tlie  1914-15  clip, 
valued  at  $96,077,100,  and  1,908,218  of  the  1913-14  clip,  valued  at 
$126,916,002.  Of  these  shipments  New  Zealand  contributed  364,861 
bales  tn  1915-16,  321,927  bales  in  1914^15,  and  264,867  bales  in 
19ia-14. 

New  Zealand  supplied  but  3  per  cent  of  the  1,141,690  bales  of 
merino  wool  of  the  1915-16  clip  that  were  exported  from  AustralasiA, 
but  furnished  97  per  cent  of  the  crossbred  and  all  strong  woo?».  It 
is  estimated  that  American  buyers  took  82,000  bales  of  the  New 
Zealand  clip  for  the  season  1915-16. 

According  to  data  obtained  from  the  wool  buyers  of  Australasia 
the  above  wool  was  thus  distribated : 


DflsUiMtion. 
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um.mt 

X^ort  Channel — Nnnber  af  Sheep. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Continental  countries  as  grouped  in 
1913-14  took  about  65  per  cent  of  the  Australasian  clip,  while  the 
same  countries  in  1914-15  took  only  about  9  per  cent  and  in  1915-16 
about  13  per  cent.  The  share  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  in- 
creased from  6  per  cent  in  1913-14  to  31  per  cent  in  1915-16. 

The  actual  over-sea  shipments  of  wool  from  Australasia  amounted 
to  2,527,463  bales  for  1913-14,  2,187,702  bales  for  1914-15,  and 
2,129,915  bales  for  1915-16,  of  which  New  Zealand  supplied  5«>,887, 
562,014,  and  510,656  bales,  respectively.  These  figures  are  for  the 
entire  year,  while  those  given  earlier  in  this  report  are  for  the  season 
clip  only.  A  Inrge  amount  of  the  1914-15  clip  was  held  over  in  New 
Zealand  on  account  of  a  lack  of  shipping  space  and  the  disorganized 
condition  of  the  market 

There  were  94,389,171  sheep  in  Australasia  at  the  close  of  1913, 
against  106,477,132  for  1914  and  107.202,020  for  1913.  Of  these 
24,007,868  were  in  New  Zealand  in  1915,  against  24,465,.'>26  in  1914 
and  24,798,763  in  1913.  During  1915  New  Zealand  exported 
6,494,197  sheep  carcasses  and  Australia  3,582,911  sheep  carcases, 
against  6,181,184  and  3,722,830,  respectively,  for  1914. 

The  production  of  wool  per  sheep  in  Australasia  has  materially 
increased  during  the  last  20  years.  The  average  production  per  1,000 
^eep  for  the  season  1896-7  was  16.75  bales,  for  the  season  1906-6, 
19.86  bales,  and  for  the  season  1915-16,  22.56  bales. 
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GOVEBITMENT  AH)  TO  HAIIAN  MEECHANT  HABINE. 

[Consul  Artbor  C,  Froet.  detailed  ai  vice  consul  at  Genoa,  Sept  10.] 

The  develqpment  of  the  Italian  merchant  marine  is  among  the  fore- 
most (juestions  under  discussion  at  the  present  time.  At  its  sitting 
on  August  8  the  Council  of  Ministci-s,  in  A-cordauce  with  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Ministry  for  Transportation,  adopted  the  following 
measorcs  with  a  view  to  encouraging  an  immediate  increase  in  the 
merchant  fleet : 

1.  The  profits  nm<le  by  cargo  boats  pur<*hase<l  nlo-oHd  nn<[  wliW'h  bwoine  a  part 
of  the  Ituliun  ni«raiiitlle  rnariue  within  two  years  fi-om  uI»ove  diilo  shall  bo 
exempt  from  tlie  pajruout  of  the  Income  tux  and  fmin  the  cxtniortliiiary  war 
airtax  during  thfe  first  throe  years  of  their  operation. 

2.  The  enme  exemptions  from  imposts  and  surtaxes  shall  bo  Rvanted  for 
few  years  to  cargo  boats  constmcted  In  Italian  shipyards,  upon  tlie  declaration 
Ihat  coDstmcUon  b^au  after  May  24,  1915,  and  tb.it  tlie  veKH«!l  will  lM!Come  a 
part  of  the  Italian  moixuntUe  marine  and  will  be  imt  in  service  bt'fore  Decem- 
ker  81, 191S. 

8.  To  cargo  boats  the  coastmction  of  which  Is  oommcnceil  in  Itidian  Bhip- 
1*xig  after  the  pablicatlon  of  these  provisions  and  for  the  entire  duration  of 
Ok  var  there  is  accvixled  entrance,  free  of  customs  duties,  to  material  of 
foreign  orij^u  iKK-ossury  for  the  constmction  of  all  i>arts  of  the  sliip;  that  Is, 
Irall,  motors,  boilers,  and  auxiliary  apparatus. 

4.  To  the  ships  themselves  is  granted  a  construction  subsidy  of  S.")  lii-o  ($16.40) 
per  gross  ton,  in  conformity  with  article  4  of  the  law  of  .July  l.H,  1911— this,  of 
wmie,  aaDUIIing  the  customs  rebate  set  forth  in  article  2  of  sjiid  hiw,  In  view 
of  the  (act  that  the  materials  will  be  exempt  from  cast«»ms  dut>'.  As  to  the  con- 
strnctioa  of  machinery,  boilers,  and  auxiliary  apparatus,  tlie  subsidi(>s  estab- 
lished by  article  3  of  the  sjiId  law  still  remain  in  force.  (Esptrts  re<  kon  that 
tteaiferagc  of  the  two  subsidies  amounts  to  105  lire  (. $20.20)  per  gross  toa) 

line  limit — Exemptloas — Ownership. 

5.  Cargo  boats  constnicted  as  indicated  above  must  begin  active  operation 
within  two  .vears  from  the  declaration  of  construction.  Should  this  limit  of 
Ume  be  exceeded,  the  constnictor  shall  not  be  entitle<l  to  any  c<>iuiH;nsation 
other  than  that  fixed  by  the  law  now  in  force. 

6.  Vessels  purchased,  as  well  as  tho.se  built  in  accordance  with  the  preceding 
PfOvtsiODii,  shall  enjoy  one  year's  exemption  from  any  requisition,  civil,  mill- 
tafy,  or  for  obligatory  transportation,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  registra- 
tion as  an  Italian  vessel. 

7.  The  Ministry  for  Transportation,  after  hearing  the  Central  Traflic  Oommls- 
slon,  may  determine  the  conditions  for  transportation  upon  re<iuisitioiiod  ships 
from  foreign  countries  to  Italy  of  all  the  material  nec<le<i  for  tlio  wnstruction 
of  cargo  boats  In  Italian  shipyards. 

8.  In  order  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  these  measures,  ve-^sels  must  be  owned 
wholly  by  Italian  citizens  or  by  companies  legally  esiablisheil  in  Ittily,  of 
which  the  president  of  the  administrative  board,  the  delegated  administrator, 
Y^  an  active  majority  of  the  members  of  the  ndminlstratlvo  board  shall  be 
«alian  citizens.  The  vessels  shall  be  classified  in  tlie  Italian  National  Ileg- 
•'ter,  shall  retain  siKh  classification  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years,  and 
Mall  not  lie  sold  during  this  period  to  iktsoils  or  companies  not  authorized  to 
"Proprietors  of  Italian  vessels. 

lOther  measures  looking  toward  an  Increa.'se  of  llie  Italian  merchant  fieet 
"ere  distusscil  in  CJommeece  Ukpouts  for  July  C  and  10,  lOlC.J 


American  Onion  Seed  for  Bermuda. 

9'"dei's  from  Bermuda  for  several  hundred  pounds  of  California 
'"'ion  seed  as  the  result  of  sending  last  season  2  pounds  of  sample 
^  *o  Consul  Carl  E.  Loop,  of  Hamilton,  are  reported  by  the  Lo.s 
Angeles  growers.  As  noted  in  Commerce  Repokth  for  January  29, 
^^^  the  same  firm  supplied,  free  of  charge,  onion  seed  for  the  tiso  of 
*"*  Bermuda  Experiment  Station. 
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COMMBBCE  SKPOBIS. 

TRASE  FieiTSES  FOB  ECTFAOOB. 

[Artec  Consul  James  H.  BMh,  OnayaqiiU,  Sept.  22.1 


The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Ecuador  for  1915  was 
$21,340,631,  against  $21^502,081  the  preceding  year.  The  imports 
during  last  year  amounted  to  $8,422,881  and  the  exports- to  $12,917,- 
750.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantit}'  and  value  of  the  im- 
ports from  each  country  during  1915,  according  to  figures  compiled 
by  the  Director  of  Statistics  of  the  local  customhouse : 


Coantrles. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Countries. 

Poonds. 

ValaeL 

Australia 

39,006,229 

1,016.000 

1,226.250 

500.116 

73.661 

125,038 

1.574,140 

1,647.020 

927.964 

1,969.000 

64,055 

*I15.829 
30.029 
58.257 
45. 5M 
55.430 
16.723 
240  728 
50  832 
1T2.388 
300.961 
U.8g2 

Panama......      ,.  . 

355.076 

6,816,838 

111.029 

2.060,975 

204.022 

22.006.300 

93.871.042 

116.250 

t1S,W1 

Bdgitun 

Pern 

S70,m 

Chlfe 

Salvador 

>.■• 

Chlm 

Spain 

oe.av 

Colombia 

21,427 

Denmarlc 

United  Kingdom 

3,SS*.33S 

I'nitcJ  States  . 

All  other  oaootriss 

s.aee.sM 

Germany.,.. 

)1.10< 

Houkad 

Tola! 

Italy   

173,821,861 

S,«32,gal 

As  will  be  noted  by  the  above  table,  the  United  Kingdom  led, 
supplying  $3,353,333  worth  of  goods,  and  the  United  States  second 
with  $3,209,608  worth.  The  total  wfeight  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  to  22,006,300  pounds,  whereas  those  from 
the  United  States  were  93,871,942  pounds.  This  is  accounted  for  by 
reason  that  most  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  are  bulky, 
such  as  machinery,  construction  materials,  foodstuffs,  etc.,  while 
those  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  mostly  textiles,  etc 


FABA  BTTBBEB  EXP0BT3  FBOH  MALAY  PEITIHSULA. 

[Consul  Uarry  Campbell,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Aog.  S4.I 

Mes!5rs.  Barlow  &  Co..,  of  Singapore,  publishes  figures  giving  the 
amount  of  Para  rubber  exported  from  the  Malay  Peninsula  from 
the  four  ports  of  Singapore,  Pennng,  Malacca,  and  Port  Swottenham 
for  varying  periods  from  January  1. 1916,  as  shown  below.  The  quan- 
tities are  stated  in  pounds,  with  figures  for  the  corresponding  periods 
of  the  three  previous  years.  These  figures  are  actual  exports  from 
the  Peninsula,  and  Port  Swettenham  figures  do  not  include  rubber 
sent  from  that  port  for  transshipment  Iby  steamers  calling  only  at 
Singapore  and  Penang. 


Sintmiore 
(from  Jan.  1 
toJal731). 

Penani; 
(from  Jan.  1 
to  June  30). 

Mahu^ 
(Itom  Jan.  1 
toJane30). 

Port  Swet- 
tenham 
(from  Jan.  l 
to  July  21). 

Total, 

Malar 
Pmlnnils. 

1016 

Poowt.. 

75.730.771 
40, 01?.  540 
24.175.230 
13,938,263 

P»tnKf». 
15.863  767 

i2.«2i.eoe 

10,407.734 
«,  088.200 

Pemwf.. 
3.442.134 

4..T20.778 

2,548.810 

(•) 

Pound*. 
13.583.105 
16.320.300 
15.034,312 
14,340,6S> 

POHIlit. 

108  037  867 

1916 

73  314  614 

1014 

52  166.006 

1918 

»36,26:.fl» 

•  Plgurcs  not  available. 

i>  Exchisire  of  Malasea  expsrts  for  1913,  which  dgnies  an  not  available. 
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PBOSPEBOirS  Y£AB  FOB  BTlAZn.TAN  STEAMSHIP  COHPANT. 

t  ICommerctal  Attache  William  C.  Down;!,  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  Aug.  30.] 

The  report  of  tlie  directorate  of  the  Brazilian  steamship  line  A 
Companliia  Commercio  e  Navegucfio  for  the  year  ended  June  3b, 
1016,  shows  a  periwl  of  unusual  pro.sperity,  the  net  profits  for  the  12 
months  amounting  to  about  $1,0"20.000.  From  these  profits  libenil 
percentages  have  been  passed  to  the  insurance,  deterioration,  and 
iieserre  funds,  which  now  figure  in  the  general  balanw  sheet,  with  the 
following  totals:  Insurant  fund,  $187,000;  deterioration  fund, 
$316,000;  ^esel'^•c  fund,  $192,000.  Deducting  these  reser\es.  the  undi- 
vided profits  now  amount  to  $1,313,000,  which  will  be  dLstribiited  only 
after  all  the  obligations  of  the  company  have  been  liquidated.  These 
total  $620,000,  and  tmder  the  cwitract  with  the  creditors,  made  in  the 
beginning  of  1915,  will  be  entirely  paid  on  January  13, 1917. 

Tlie  capittd  of  the  company  consists  of  $2,500,000  in  shares  and 
$1,500,000  in  debentures.  The  fleet  of  the  company  is  composed  of 
SOfiteamera  with  an  aggregate  registered  tonnage  of  50,000. 

The  shortage  of  means  of  transportation  in  the  over-sea  trade  and 
the  necessity  of  moving  the  Sao  Paulo  coffee  crop  induced  the  com- 
pany to  divert  some  of  its  steamers  from  the  coastwise  ti^aflic  and 
dispatch  them  to  the  United  States  and  Fiurope.  Early  in  the  period 
four  steamers,  carrying  265,198  pieces  of  cargo,  were  dis])at<'hed  to 
Norway  and  Sweden,  but  the  losses  incident  to  their  detention  dis- 
eonraged  this  enterprise  and  the  Scandinavian  voyages  were  aban- 
doned, greater  attention  being  given  to  the  United  States,  which 
proved  to  be  Brazil's  best  market.  Eleven  steamers,  carrying  419,550 
packages,  were  sent  to  New  York  and  New  Orleans  during  the  12 
months.  Only  two  boats,  with  80,158  parcels  of  cargo,  undertook 
tiie  voyage  to 'Havre. 

BITLKHEAD  AND  LOAD  LINES  COHUITTEE. 

The  following  committee  of  shipbuilders,  naval  architects,  and 
shipowners  has  been  designated  as  a  resxdt  of  the  conference  on 
September  27  at  the  office  of  Secretary  Redfield,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, to  consider  the  questions  of  bulkheads  and  load  lines,  and 
report  to  Secretary  Ecdfield  later:  Stevenson  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
president  of  the  American  Bureau  of  Shipping  and  of  the  American 
Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers;  H.  C.  Sadler, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  professor  of  naval  architecture,  University  of 
Michigan;  H.  M.  Ilerriraan,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  C.  J.  Olson,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. ;  H.  H.  Raymond,  New  York,  manager  Clyde  and 
Mallory  Steamship  Cos.;  T.  M.  Cornbrooks,  Sparrows  Point,  Md., 
chief  engineer  and  naval  architect,  Bethlehem  Steel  Co.'s  Maryland 
shipbuilding  plant;  William  Gatewood,  Newport  News,  Va.,  naval 
architect,  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock  Co.;  W.  A. 
Dobson,  naval  architect,  Philadelphia,  William  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship 
&  Engine  Building  Co.;  and  J.  W.  Powell,  Quincy,  Mass.,  president 
Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Co. 

The  date  and  place  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  will  be 
arranged  by  Mr.  Stevenson  Taylor. 
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CBOFS  ANS  FISHERIES,  ST.  PIEBItE. 

[Consul  Jobn  J.  C.  Watson,  St  Plerre-Mlquelon,  Sept.  25.) 
Crop  Beport  for  1916. 

The  islands  which  form  the  St.  Pierre-Miquelon  consular  district 
are  small  and  barren,  consequently  there  is  little  cultivation  of  the 
soil.    There  are  only  half  a  dozen  farms  in  all. 

In  spite  of  a  lack  of  rain,  the  1916  season  has  been  a  fairly  good 
one.  Local  estimates  place  the  hay  crops  at  320  tons,  the  yjeld  of 
potatoes  at  400  barrels,  and  that  of  carrots  at  300  barrels.  (The  ton 
used  here  weighs  2,204.6  pounds,  a  barrel  of  potatoes  weighs  about 
170  pounds,  and  a  barrel  of  carrots  150  pounds.)  Cabbages,  turnips, 
and  a  few  other  vegetables  are  also  grown,  but  in  negligible  quan- 
tities. Roughly  sepaking,  the  crops  were  10  per  cent  smaller  than 
those  of  last  season. 
Sacoessfnl  TlsMag  Season. 

Both  the  Bank  and  the  shore  iisberies  have  been  good  so  far,  and 
it  loolts  as  though  the  present  season  will  be  a  successful  one. 

Bait  has  been  plentiful  on  the  Banks.  The  fishermen  have  landed 
a  part  of  their  catch  (about  one-fourth  of  their  cargoes,  on  an 
average  at  St.  Pierre  and  then  returned  to  the  fishing  grounds.  The 
local  price  for  green  cod  is  35  francs  ($6.75)  per  quintal  (121.25 
|K)unas)  for  small  fish  and  45  francs  ($8.70)  for  laree  size.  It  is 
reported  here  that  in  France  green  cod  are  bringing  50  francs  ($9.65) 
per  quintal  for  small  size  and  60  to  65  francs  ($11.60  to  $12.55)  for 
iai^  size. 

The  shore  fishing  at  St.  Pierre  is  good  this  season,  although  bait 
is  not  so  plentiful  as  it  was  last  year.  Caplin  arrived  on  June  8  and 
remained  until  the  middle  of  July;  squid  appeared  the  early  part 
of  July.  Prices  for  shore  fish  have  also  been  good,  averaging  30 
francs  ($5.80)  per  quintal,  with  no  reduction  for  small  fish. 


NAVAL  CONSTBUCTIOK  FOB  SIAM. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C  Hansen.  Bangkok,  Aus-  14.1 

The  Siamese  budget  estimates  for  the  fiscal  twelvemonth  ending 
March  31,  1917,  contain  an  item  of  $427,285  for  a  new  royal  yacht, 
this  amount  representing  three-quarters  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  ves- 
.scl.  The  Kawasaki  Dockyard  Co.,  of  Kobe,' Japan,  is  the  builder  of 
the  new  yacht,  and  has  taken  in  exchange,  as  part  payment,  the  old 
royal  yacht,  tne  A/aha  Chakri.  Six  Japanese  naval  officers  and  81 
sailors  have  arrived  to  take  the  latter  vessel  to  Japan.  The  Ufaha 
('hakri  was  built  at  Leith  hi  1892,  but  its  draft  of  14  feet  has 
always  been  a  serious  disadvantage  for  use  in  royal  visits  to  various 
places  on  the  Siamese  coast  and  for  crossing  the  river  bar  at  Bang- 
kok,  and  as  its  seaworthiness  was  also  doubtful  its  abandonment  was 
decided  on  tome  time  ago. 

The  Navy  League  had  received  by  April  1, 1916,  a  total  of  $786,650 
for  the  proposed  new  scout-cruiser  fund  (see  Commerce  Eepobts  for 
Jan.  7, 1915).  As  it  was  originally  proposed  to  collect  only  $1,110,000 
for  this  purpose,  the  acquiring  of  this  vessel  is  not  far  distant,  but 
as  yet  there  is  no  information  available  as  to  the  place  where  the 
cruiser  will  be  constructed. 
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EXFOBTS  FBOH  BBIHSH  aUIANA.    ' 
(Conral  George  E.  Cliambcrlain,  Georgetown,  Sept.  14.] 

There  have  been  considerable  increases  in  the  exports  of  certain 
articles  from  British  Guiana  during  the  current  year,  while  other 
articles  show  decreases.  According  to  figures  c-ompiled  up  to  Sep- 
tfember  7^  sugar,  the  leading  article  of  export,  shows  a  decline  in  ship- 
ments or  10,117  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  lack  of  sufficient  rain  from  December  to  March  was 
chiefly  resj)ousible  for  the  falling  off  in  production.  The  rainfall 
since  then,  liowever,  has  been  much  gi-eater,  nnd  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  fall  gi-indiug  will  show  better  i-esults.  Balata,  gold,  and  coco- 
nnts  also  show  decreased  shipments,  while  rice,  rum,  citrate  of  lime, 
rubber,  diamonds,  and  coffee  show  substantial  gains. 
Qnaiititles  of  Export* — Oectiaatloii. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  exports  from  BritisK 
Guiana  dui-ing  the  period  from  January  1  to  September  7,  1915  and 
1816: 


Aitidei. 

1916 

1915 

ArtJclas. 

1916 

1915 

Btlsta 

....lbs.. 
..head.. 

647,970 

4S6 

980.034 

897 

Lamber (eet.. 

280,089 
522 

U0,86g 
1,300 

OttUs. 

Molascnlt tons.. 

OnroosI 

...bogs.. 

3fi,019 

37.311 

I'itP no.. 

800 

7ZI 

CDOonQts. ..■•■..... 

....no.. 

1,010, R51 

1,327,340 

liaihrey  sleepers do.... 

4,335 

856 

Coooo 

....lbs.. 

17,730 

5R,I74  ' 

RIccmeal tons.. 

152 

229 

onto) 

..do.... 

433,212 

172, 1S5 

Rke lbs.. 

22,486,564 

15,071,293 

Copre 

..do.... 

177, 9«0 

178,  .W9  ' 

Rubber do 

9,570 

1.979 
3,8.^,978 

UfcmiaiKis 

.carols.. 

8.245 

2. 35)  • 

Bum proof  gals.. 

3,965,324 

6oM 

ms.. 

23,475 

39,649  . 

Shlnglos no.. 

1,465,500 

1,361,350 

BJdc 

— no.. 

3,353 

2,483 

SuRar tons.. 

46.711 

56,828 

Leather 

....lbs.. 

2,270 

2,185  f 

Timber cubic  tt.. 

73.432 

93,93S 

UiiM,citiat«of.... 

..do.... 

39,013 

11,118  1 

1 

Woods,  arewood tons.. 

7,259 

5,883 

The  destination  of  the  principal  products  was:  Balata,  United 
Kingdom,  306.765  pounds;  United  States.  181.205  pounds.  Coconuts, 
United  States,  603,608  nuts;  Canada,  2i!2,90.-)niits;  British  West  In- 
dies, 180,803  nuts;  and  Dutch  Guiana,  1,880  nuts.  Copra,  United 
Kingdom,  172,008  pounds;  United  States.  5,880  pounds.  Lumber, 
United  States,  25,456  feet;  British  West  Indies,  64,083  feet;  Dutch 
Guiana,  29,808  feet;  and  other  countries,  131,280  feet.  Rice,  British 
iWest  Indies,  19,687,109  pounds;  French  Guiana,  1,127,972  pounds; 
French  West  Indies,  1,002,000  pounds;  and  Dutch  Guiana,  638J244 
pounds.  Bum,  United  Kingdom,  2,836,863  gallons;  Canada,  116,169 
gallons.  Sugar,  Canada,  29,288  tons;  TJnited  Kingdom.  3,107  tons; 
and  other  countries,  14,348  tons.  Timber,  United  Kingdom,  16,827 
cubic  feet;  United  States,  3,428  cubic  feet;  British  West  Indies, 
6j247  cubic  feet ;  and  other  countries,  46,265  cubic  feet. 

Proposed  Exportation  of  Chilean  Medicines. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  medicinal  preparations  by  the 
"Laboratorio  Chile"  of  Santiago  has  been  so  successful  that  the 
firm  is  now  preparing  to  export  its  products,  according  to  the 
Boletin  de  la  Sodedad  de  Foniento  Fabril.  A  list  of  the  articles 
manufactured  hy  this  company  includes  medicinal  wines,  pastilles, 
extracts,  potassium  and  soda '  preparations,  medicated  soaps,  and 
lypodermic  ampoules. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ISH  COMMBBGB  BBP0K3». 

TBADB  EXTSSSfSUOS  IX  THE  WEST  JSDIES. 

IVlet  CooMl  Bdword  B.  Cipriani.  Port  Antonio,  Jantatca,  Sept  2S.1 

American  manufacturers  reaching  out  for  foreign  trade  will  find 
that  the  West  Indies  afford  profitable  markets.  Wnile  these  colonies 
have  been  buying  American  products  in  greatly  increased  quantities 
during  the  past  few  years,  a  large  and  inviting  margin  for  further 
sales  remains.  With  the  failure  of  a  great  quantity  of  needed  goods, 
usually  supplied  by  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe,  to  reach  these 
markets,  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  trade  extension.  Once 
introduced,  the  right  goods  should  be  able  to  hold  the  market. 

BnylaK  Capacity  Tndiailalslied  by  War. 

The  West  Indies  have  not  suffered  financially  as  many  other  coun- 
tries  have  from  the  European  war.  With  the  great  demand  and 
good  prices  paid  for  sugar,  cocoa,  logwood,  and  most  of  the  products 
they  supply,  several  of  them  are  enjoying  a  profitable  trade,  so  that 
their  buying  capacity  has  not  been  diminished  by  the  great  conflict. 

During  the  past  10  years  the  people  of  the  islands  have  shown  a 
marked  liking  for  goods  of  American  manufacture,  and  in  some  io- 
stances  a  distinct  preference.  A  traveler  in  these  countries  years  ago 
co«ild  scarcely  find  in  the  largest  stores  any  textiles  of  American 
manufacture,  but  to-day  they  are  to  be  had  in  almost  every  store,  ami 
some  lines  head  the  market.  This  favorable  re<%ption  and  eventnal 
preference  for  American  manufactures  is  found  also  in  several  other 
lines,  such  as  motor  cars,  carriages,  boots  and  shoes,  etc.  There  is  no 
reason  why  a  far  greater  number  of  American  manufactures  dkould 
not  hold  a  leading  place  in  the  markets  of  the  West  Indies. 

Tradesmen  of  Islands  Conservative. 

The  tradesmen  of  the  West  Indies  are  conservative.  Trading  with 
certain  countries  and  even  buying  certain  goods  from  certain  firms 
becomes  a  habit.  Within  recent  years,  however,  representatives  of 
American  manufacturers  are  credited  with  remarkable  conversions 
among  some  of  these  merchants. 

A  leading  job  printer  of  a  British  colony  prided  himself  on  the 
fact  that  his  best  machine  was  2.5  years  old,  and  did  "as  good  work 
as  when  it  was  new."  A  live  American  salesman  called  on  him  one 
day,  took  out  pencil  and  paper,  and  showed  him  in  figures  that  he 
was  losing  a  considerable  sum  of  money  yearly  by  using  a  machine 
which  needed  four  men  to  operate  it,  instead  of  a  modem  machine, 
which  would  require  only  one  man.  The  printer  bought  a  new  ma- 
chine, with  marked  benefit  to  his  business. 

Only  American  CarriaKes  How  Vsed. 

Years  ago  no  American  carriages  could  be  sold  in  some  of  these 
colonies.  "  Too  light ;  never  be  able  to  stand  hard  vrork  "  was  the  cry. 
Only  the  heavy,  cumbersome  local  or  European  make  was  wanted. 
To-day  none  but  American  carriages  are  used  in  these  colonies.  The 
people  learned  that  weight  did  not  necessarily  mean  strength  and 
wearing  quality. 

The  early  prejudice  against  American  motor  cars  on  this  same 
plea  of  lightness  was  quickly  overcome,  and  now  American  cars  are 
used  throughout  these  colonies  almost  exclusively. 
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The  sneeesB  tint  wiU  atteod  the  efforts  of  American  m«nirfaeturer8 
to  win  the  markets  of  the  West  Indies  must,  to  a  great  extent,  depend 
on  the  representatives  sent  to  these  colonies.  Poor  impressions  some- 
tines  made  by  salesmen  have  been  unsatisfactory  and  anything  but 
factors  in  the  promotion  of  trade.  In  more  than  one  case  prejudice 
has  remained  lor  a  long  time,  and  it  has  been  hard  work  to  remove  it 
and  restore  confidence.  The  day  of  the  noisy,  self-advertising  com- 
mercial traveler  has  long  gone  by,  at  least  in  these  countries,  and  the 
cultured,  courteous  representative  is  the  type  wanted. 

Social  Courtesy  Important 

The  merchants  of  these  colonies  are  men  who  have  built  up  their 
firms  through  years  of  thrift  and  close  attention  to  business,  and 
vho  hold  the  respect  of  the  communities  in  which  they  live. 

As  in  most  tropical  countries  their  jwople  have  a  leisurely  way  of 
doing  business.  They  like  to  "take  it  easy,"  to  talk  things  over. 
Often  the  ability  to  add  social  courtesy  to  business  efficiency  is  the 
surest  method  of  eetting  business,  and  the  commercial  traveler  who 
^y  be  introduced  to  their  social  clubs  or  to  their  homes  is  not  un- 
usually the  man  who  will  book  the  most  orders.  A  representative  of 
one  large  American  house  closed  in  a  half  hour, "  over  the  tea  cups."  a 
contract  on  which  he  had  been  working- unsuccessfully  for  days  at  the 
business  office.  Many  an  order  obtained  on  the  cool  veranda  of  a 
tropical  clubhouse  after  lunch  would  not  have  been  given  elsewhere. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  Inngtiage  spoken  in  most  of  the 
West  Indies  is  our  own.  Comfortable  steamships  on  regular  sched- 
ules run  between  the  United  States  and  these  coimtries  and  also  in  the 
lotercolnnial  serv'ice.  Postal  and  cable  facilities  are  good,  and  smaller 
Jnercantile  communities  in  the  country  districts  of  the  several  colonies 
?■*  reached  by  railroad  or  motor  car  over  excellent  roads.  Travel- 
%  expenses  are  low  and  hotel  accommodations  good  and  cheap,  with 
^L**^  facility  and  courtesy  extended  to  American  conunercial  trav- 
««is  at  the  various  ports  of  the  West  Indies. 


EZTBACTIHO  EAUBI  OUK  OIL  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

(Conral  Genenu  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow.  AockUod.  Aag.  22.] 

,  ^  company  has  been  organized  to  extract  kauri  gum  oil  from  peat 
wir^*  from  the  swamps  in  the  northern  part  of  the  North  Island, 

^»*  kauri  gum  has  been  mined  for  many  years. 
pK     *"*  years  ago,  a  company  was  formed  for  this  purpose  and  ma- 
J'-!V®''y  installed  and  the  plant  was  worked  for  some  time,  but  not 
• 'rf*  favorable  results,  since  the  methods  adopted  and  the  machinery 
nstali^  were  not  well  suited  for  the  work,  so  it  was  given  up  for  a 

ahr»   ^^  <^la™ed  that  the  peat  yields  20  to  30  gallons  jier  ton,  of  which 

l^^t  25  per  cent  resemoles  gasoline  or  benzine,  which  is  being  used 

^^*notor  cars  and  launches  at  this  time.    The  remainder  contains 

^mT^  28  different  kinds  of  heavy  oils,  some  of  which  make  exception- 

1*  ^^'^  varnishing  material. 

~  »s  stated  that  in  the  north  of  this  island  are  found  extensive  teds 

^^ining  much  fine  kauri  gum  particles,  and  are  rich  in  materials 

Fy^Ucing  this  kauri  gum  oil,  as  well  as  kauri  gum  that  may  be  cx- 

•'^'^ed  from  the  deposits. 
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CHIKESE  PUSCHASES  OF  ABHS  AND  AHHUimiOSr. 

[Tlcc  Consul  Walter  A.  Adams,  Shanghai,  Ang.  28.] 

Exporters  of  sporting  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  United  States 
have  an  opportunity  at  present  to  develop  an  already  growing  busi- 
ness with  China.  Tlie  abundance  of  game  throughout  this  country, 
with  the  consc<|ucnt  popuhirity  of  hunting  as  a  sport,  creates  con- 
siderable demand  for  such  supplies.  Pheasant  and  duck  shooting 
is  especially  popular  in  the  Yangtse  Valley,  while  there  is  big-game 
hunting  in  more  remote  regions  of  the  country.  , 

Even  before  Eiu-opean  siipplies  were  cut  off  by  the  requirements 
of  war  many  sportsmen  in  China  were  beginning  to  express  a  pref- 
erence for  Americjin  sporting  arms  and  ammunition,  and  tJie  oppor- 
tunity is  now  presented  for  crystallizing  that  pi-eference  into  de- 
mand. 

Ammunition  intended  for  export  to  China  should  be  packed  in 
thoroughly  substantial  tin-lined  cases.  The  use  of  large  cases  would 
slightly  reduce  the  cost  of  handling,  the  landing  charges  in  China 
being  approximately  $0,305  and  stora^jc  charges  of  the  customs 
warehouses  $0.18.3  per  case,  regardless  of  size, 
msapprehension  Begardlng  Eegulations. 

Letters  of  inquiry  received  by  the  American  consulate  general  at 
Shanghai  indicate  that  some  American  exportere  are  under  a  misap- . 
prehension  regarding  Chinese  customs  regulations  governmg  the 
importation  into  China  of  sporting  arms  and  ammimition. 

Foreign  firms  in  China  ai-e  permitted  to  import  siwiting  shot- 
guns and  ammunition,  for  which  they  must  obtain  a  |>ermit  from 
the  customs  authoritie.s  through  their  consuls.  The  number  of  sport- 
ing guns  that  may  be  imported  by  any  one  firm  at  one  time  should 
not  exceed  6  when  ordered  by  specified  persons,  whose  names  and 
addresses  are  reported  to  the  customs  authorities  on  the  impoi-t  ap- 
plication, but  may  not  exceed  4  if  not  so  ordered  and  if  bought  for 
stock.  Not  more  than  10,000  sporting  cartridges  my  be  imported  by 
one  firm  in  one  consignment. 

While  the  importation  of  sporting  rifles,  revolvers,  and  ammuni- 
tion therefor  by  foreign  fu-ms  is  not  specifically  provided  for,  they 
are  allowed,  as  a  special  arrangement,  to  be  imported  upon  the  filing 
of  a  statement  signed  by  the  person  for  whose  use  they  are  intended, 
stating  that  they  are  for  his  personal  use  and  are  not  to  be  resold 
by  him. 
Samples  for  Exhibition  to  Government. 

Samples  of  military  arms  and  ammunition,  when  desired  for  ex- 
hibition to  the  Chinese  Government,  may  be  imported  by  foreign 
merchants  by  obtaining  permits  therefor  through  their  consuls.    On' 
each  occasion  not  more  than  4  rifles  of  any  one  kind  and  ammunition 
for  them  not  exceeding  2,000  rounds  in  all  may  be  imported. 

It  is  not  the  practice  of  the  Chinese  customs  authorities  at  present 
to  grant  permits  covering  importations  of  sporting  arms  and  ammu- 
nition in  advance  of  .shipments  from  foreign  countries.  Permission 
to  import  is  usually  granted  jiust  i)rior  to  or  at  the  tune  of  the  arrival 
of  the  shipment,  when  the  importer  is  required  to  furnish  a  signed 
-  statement  regarding  the  use  to  which  the  arms  and  ammunition  are 
to  be  put. 
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COMKEBCS  THBOTT&H  THE  SAUIT  STE.  MASIE  CASALS. 


BEPTBKBBR. 


ArtIdo& 


?^.: 


EISTBOONO. 

shorttons. 

Oimin busbela. 

Ffanir barrels. 

Inmore shorttons. 

PUt  Iron do... 

Lumbar M  fwt. 

Wheat barbels. 

OwwmliiNniteiiiUse...  jbort  Cms. 
Paoseoeers oomber. 

■wtsnomuK 
Oaal: 

Hard jbarttons. 

8olt do... 

Ftaor barrels. 

Oratai  basI.eISi 

HsoalMtiiredlron. shorttons. 

Irooora do... 

BbH barreb. 

Gansral  oMrebaiidlse. .  .abort  tons. 
Tmaatf* number. 


:bonnd jhorttom. 

Westbonnd do... 


Tolat. 


Vessel  jnsKifiia Dumber. 

Bcgistand  t«Bmjg>. net. 


United  State]  canaL 


19U 


I3.7SI 

4  915.  SSI 

85A.0u2 

8,928.276 

2.214 

Sg.149 

14,970.491 

27.1S1 

1,912 


171.410 
1, 49a.  836 


13.307 


8S,917 

167.330 

1,220 


7.731.306 
1.8SR.799 


9.S80. 105 


2.521 
7,372  202 


1916 


18.014 

3.803.109 

1.200.530 

7,765  779 

10.277 

53.064 


Canadian  canal. 


1915 


3.368 

1.S«.351 

356.440 

873.009 

2  ISO 

5.371 


7,779.081  10  503.477 

63.348  11.391 

1,003  1,573 


291.087 

1,728.213 

45 

950 

14.533 


103,534 

122.801 

833 


3.150 
50.600 


5,020 


1,400 

34.911 

1.339 


1916 


946 

6.423.807 

475. 791 

1,765.930 


3.980 


Total. 


1915 


16.119 
6,453.902 
1.212  502 
7.798,985 
4,384 
63.720 
7,951.637  25.473.968 
4.010         38.542 
2,321  3,485 


12,800 
143.865 


5.2SS 


3,500 
47.996 
3.089 


B.3S8.140  1.288.465  2.165.783  9.017.771  10.523.933 
2.172.185    102.881    210.416  1  Ml.  080   3.382.601 


174.600 
1.553,436 


18.327 


87.317 

202,289 

2.et6 


1913 


18.960 
9.225.916 
1,676.  i21 
9.531,715 

10.2T7 

£6.o:<4 

15.230.H63 
57,388  ' 
3,334 


303.887 

1.872.078 

45 

960 

10,788 


107,034 

i:0.7»7 

2,923 


10.530.325  I  1  380.346  I  2.376.199  10.979.45!  I  13.I06.S24 


;!.5Z1      620  1     918  1    3.141      3.439 
7,993.765  1.403.407  1.801.962  8,n5,600   9,796,717 


BIZ  MONTHS  BNDINQ  8EPTEMBBR. 


BASTBOtmn. 

Copper .shorttons. 

Oimm bushels. 

Flonr Inrrels. 

Iron  ore shorttons. 

Pitt  Iron do  .. 

Lomber M  (eet. 

Vheal bosl.els. 

General  mercbandise. . .abort  tons. 
Tastengers nnmber. 

Coal: 

Bard shorttons. 

SoJt ; do... 

Hour berrals. 

Onin. 

llannfactored  iron 

Iron  ore ......  .................... 

Salt 

OenenI  meicbandise 

ftascngCTB... .........••.•  ......... 


tOIAU 
Fnlght: 

Eastboond 

yrestbonnd. 


Total.. 


Vessel  passages 

Bacistsred  t(Huiaes., 


.number 
net.. 


84,287 
15.182.964 
8.678.119 
31,917.8  i3 
2.214 
318.819 
46,016,570 
U8.302 
12,728 


1,410.101 

7,843.098 

100 

31.250 

120.975 


462.900 

601.739 

12.475 


79.^7 

29.954.007 

4.300.128 

38.018.934 

29.i«n 

240.703 

93,285.181 

171. SA6 

11,905 


1.535.671 
10,277,017 
270 
4.710 
103.626 
14  479 
630,302 
701,142 
11.222 


34,751.977  '«.5l7.e27 
10.136.459  12.ni.571 


44.888.436  55.339.198 


12.139  13.782 

B.TOS.STS  41,71M37 


11,089 

10.821.399 

1.S12.98S 

1,843.8^ 

4.700 

34.249 

20,522,156 

93  OtiO 

13,483 


38.633 
262.365 


3.882 

31.363  780 

2.225.761 

9.351,416 


10,606 
63, 450,701 
£0.419 
15,131 


73.810 

751. 101 

12.960 


13.162 


18.270 
190.636 
11.484 


2.987.761 
507.406 


3,495. 107 


2.768 
4,875,130 


12.815 
14.448 
43.287 
236.731 
15.162 


99.373 
2S.504.353 
5.001. 107 
33.761.752 
6.914 
353.0A8 
66.538.726 
211, 3n 
25,210 


1.448.734 

8.106.<«3 

100 

31.250 

134.137 


481,170 
882.375 
23,959 


12.127.997  37.739.738 
1.098.302  10.643.865 


1.3,226.299  l48.3St.K03 


5.063 
9,985,101 


14.907 
,578,998 


83.669 

61.318.436 

6.S93.8S9 

47.370,350 

29.898 

251.399 

156,735.884 

221.984 


l.ri09,481 

11.030,178 

13.230 

4.710 

116.441 

28.927 

572.489 

Si7,873 

26.384 


54,64.'>,n24 
I3.S09.873 


68.455,497 


18.845 
51,701,240 
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SICILT'S  FOBEION  TEADE  DT  CITSUS  FBTTITS. 

[Consul  Joseph  K.*  Daven,  Catania,  Italy,  July  24.] 

Tlio  cultivation  of  citrus  fniit-s  and  their  exportation  and  conver- 
sion into  by-products  are  important  features  of  industry  in  Italy  and 
particularly  in  Sicily.  In  this  division  of  the  Kingdom  it  is  esti- 
matctl  tliat  they  funiish  employment  to  25  pcf  cent  of  the  population. 

In  order  of  impoitance  the  citrus  fruits  of  Italy  are  the  ordinai-y 
leuKJii,  bitt«r  or  wild  orange,  sweet  orange,  mandarin,  citron,  berga- 
mot  orange,  lime,  and  gi-ajw  fruit. 

Italy  Ranks  Third  in  Prodnetioii. 

P^rom  the  .standpoint  of  production  Italy  ranks  third  among  the 
nations  of  the  world,  with  a  percentage  of  25,  being  exceeded  by 
the  United  States  ana  Spain,  each  of  which  has  a  percentage  of  30. 
The  remaining  15  per  cent  of  the  woi'ld's  production  is  distributed 
among  several  countries. 

There  is  very  little,  if  any,  waste,  as  the  wood  of  the  trees  is  used 
in  the  local  manufacture  of  furniture;  the  foliage,  steeped  in  alcohol, 
furnishes  an  extract  used  in  the  preparation  of  perfumei-y;  the 
flowei-s  supply  tinctures  and  sirups  as  well  as  essential  oilsj  such  as 
that  obtained  from  the  orange  for  the  manufacture  of  neroli  and  the 
oil  from  the  citron  .for  the  manufacture  of  Hungary  water;  and  the 
fniit  is  used  for  either  fresh  consumption  or  candies  or  for  conversion 
into  by-products. 

Of  the  by-products  citrate  of  lime  and  the  essential  oils  lead,  the 
former  (for  which  the  demand  always  exceeds  the  supply)  being  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  citric  acid,  the  latter  group  for  flavoring  ex-> 
tracts,  perfumes,  pharmaceutical  purpot^os.  soaps,  etc.  Tlie  Italian 
production  of  oiti-ate  of  lime  is  aoout  seven-eighths  of  the  world's 
production. 

Bclatire  Areas  Deroted  to  Orangpes  and  lemons. 

Generally  speaking,  four-fifths  of  the  area  laid  down  is  in  lemoos 
and  one-fifth  in  oranges.  A  fairly  correct  estimate  of  cultivation  in 
1915  therefore  would  be:  Citrus  cultivation,  114,653  acres;  lemons, 
91,723  acres;  oranges,  22,930  acres.  On  an  average  there  are  about 
200  lemon  trees  per  acre,  the  number  depending  on  whether  the 
trees  are  on  the  hills,  in  the  watercourses  or  on  the  lowlands.  There 
are  fewer  trees  per  acre  on  hard  ground  than  on  friable  soil  such  as 
prevails  in  the  Provinces  of  Catania  and  Syracuse. 

The  normal  lemon  tree  should  bear  about  500  lemons  of  the  ordi- 
nary type  and  500  verdelli  lemons  per  year.  The  verdelli  is  an 
abnormal  product  peculiar  to  southern  Italy,  and  is  obtained  during 
the  summer  months.  As  the  name  implies,  it  is  green  in  color  and 
grows  contemporaneously  on  the  same  tree  with  the  ordinary  yellow 
lemon  of  commerce. 

In  the  production  of  the  verdelli  lemon,  the  tree,  which  flowers  in 
April,  is  kept  without  water  from  that  period  until  July,  when  the 
roots  are  heavily  flooded  for  a  time.  This  results  in  a  second  set 
of  blossoms  from  which  will  come  the  verdelli  fruit.  The  ordinary 
lemon  crop  is  picked  in  the  months  beginning  with  October,  but  the 
verdelli  will  not  mature  until  the  following  May.  Two  crops  a 
year  are  thus  obtained  from  a  tree,  although  the  verdelli  lemon  has 
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a  much  thk^er  ddn  than  the  ordinary  lemon,  and  its  acidity  is  of  a 
lesser  degree.  It  is  picked  and  shipped  green,  but  becomes  yellow 
during  transit. 

War  Has  Oecreaied  Szports  of  Tiesli  Vralt. . 

The  production  of  lemons  for  the  past  two  seasons' was:  In  1914- 
16— Sicily,  369,500  tons;  total  Italian,  420,900  tons;  in  1915-16— 
Sicily,  388,200  tons;  total  Italian,  440^00.  tons.  In  normal  times, 
about  two-thirds  of  the  lemons  are  exported  in  boxes  while  the 
remaining  one-third  is  worked  up  into  by-products,  but  since  the 
banning  of  the  war  with  closed  and  restricted  markets,  and  high 
freights,  exports  of  fresh  fruit  have  greatly  diminished,  and  a 
greater  percentage  of  lemons  has  been  employed  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  by-products.  It  is  estimated  that  the  new  lemon  crop 
(1916-17)  will  be  about  the  same  as  that  of  1915-16. 

The  principal  foreign  markets  in  normal  times  in  the  order  of 
their  importance,  with  the  percentages  of  fruit  taken,  are:  United 
States,  30  per  cent;  Great  feritain,  15;  Austria,  15;  Germany,  15; 
Hussia,  8;  other  countries,  17. 

The  Italian  export  tax  on  lemons  amounts  to  a  few  centesimi  per 
box  at  the  rate  of  18  centesimi  per  quintal  of  100  kilos  nrilo=2.2 
pounds;  centesimi=$0.00165).    llie  rate  of  exchange  used  is  that  of 
the  date  of  this  report. 
Methods  of  Tlnanclng  Lemon  Shipments. 

In  financing  lemon  shipments  from  this  district  to  the  United 
States,  letters  of  credit  on  London  or  credits  on  American  banks, 
which  play  such  an  important  part  in  the  general  exportation  from 
Italy  to  the  United  States,  are  not  used  to  a  great  extent,  probably 
because  the  value  of  the  individual  shipment  is  not  large.  The 
average  is  between  several  hundred  dollars  and  $2,000  to  $3,000, 
although  it  is  comparatively  seldom  that  the  higher  figures  are 
reached.  The  necessarily  limited  time  for  transportation,  the  possi- 
bility that  the  American  market  may  be  glutted,  and  a  certain  ele- 
ment of  speculation  to  the  sales  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  situa- 
tion. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  lemons  are  sold  "to  order"  for  New  York, 
and  the  New  York  agent  of  the  Sicilian  exporter  handles  the  goods 
on  a  commission  basis.  The  exporter  receives  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  from  his  agent  in  the  form  of  a  draft  in  Italian  lire,  not  in 
dollars  or  English  pounds  sterling.  The  next  most  popular  form 
of  sale  is  when  lemons  are  purchased  by  a  named  importer.  In  that 
case  the  operation  is  completed  by  a  simple  draft. 

[An  article  on  the  lemon  situation  tn  the  Ciitania  district  was  published  in 
GoMMERCR  Reports  for  July  13,  1915.) 

HOILAin)  USING  MOKE  SESAME  SEED. 

[Patil  lu  Edwards,  secretary  to  commercial  attach^.  The  Hague,  Sept.  18.] 

Increasingly  large  quantities  of  sesame  seed  are  being  imported 
into  Hollapd  as  a  substitute  for  other  oil-bearing  seeds  the  importa- 
tion of  which  is  restricted.  The  total  arrivals  in  Holland  during  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  were  10,586  metric  tons,  the  July  arrivals 
were  5585  tons  and  the  August  10,832  tons.  This  seed  is  beijig 
crushed  in  the  linseed  mills;  the  oil  is  being  used  in  margarine  fac- 
tories and  the  cake  feed  to  cattle. 
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CHILE'S  PUACHASES  OF  FOBEIOH  MOTOB  CABS. 

(K.  (Ic  F.  Boomer,  secretary  to  Commercial  Attache,  Santiago.] 

The  growth  of  the  automobile  business  in  Chile  has  been  remark- 
able in  that  it  lias  not  lxM»n  hampered  apparently  by  the  nonimprove- 
ment  of  the  roads.  Althoiifih  touring  is  looked  upon  more  as  a  motor 
test  ttian  a  pleasure,  and  a  trip  between  Santiago  and  Valparaiso  is 
still  considere<I  worthy  of  newspaper  coimncnt,  the  inci^ease  in  im- 
portations has  Itccn  gresit.  This  is  sliown  by  comparing  the  totals  for 
1908,  1900,  and  1910,  which  were  $14,054,  $11,7G0,  and  $26,971,  re- 
spectively, witli  the  totals  for  1913  and  1915,  which  were  $494,355  and 
$302,813.   The  following  table  shows  these  latter  figures  in  detail : 


Imported  from— 


United  State.. 

Argonthia 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 


1913 


«44.1<t9 
84.f.(W 
21.150 
IH.tiOl 
U.S.212 
67,213 


1915 


Imported  Irom— 


$202,498 
25,290 

2,071 
26.201. 

2.721 
24,823 


Italy.. 
I'eni . . 
Spain. 


Total. 


M13 


t4t,«87 
512 


494,355 


1«U 


ns,s49 

"'i,"«60 


302,813 


Preferred  Types  of  Car*. 

At  present  thei«  ai-e  about  1,300  cars  in  Santiago,  between  three 
and  four  hundred  of  them  lieing  used  as  taxicabs  at  a  charge  of  $1.10 
an  hour,  or  about  $0.22  a  trip,  within  certain  specified  limits,  for  one 
person.  These  taxicabs  are  owned  either  by  companies  or  by  the 
driver  himself.    I'liey  are  sold  largely  on  the  installment  plan. 

As  there  arc  very  few  trips  that  can  be  taken  outside  the  city,  the 
most  popular  cars  for  private  use  are  gasoline  broughams,  limou- 
sines, and  landaulets,  although  it  can  not  be  said  that  any  single 
type  or  style  predominates.  linportations  from  abroad  have  included 
cars  from  several  countries  and  of  many  different  makes.  Super- 
fi.cially,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  preference  for  a  decorative  finish, 
and  almost  all  the  cars  are  ornamented  with  small  brass  figni-es  over, 
the  radiator.  151nck  and  dark  blue  cars  should  be  sent  only  on  special 
order.  The  undoi-slung  type  is  rarely  seen,  as  it  is  not  practicable  on 
Chilean  roads  and  streets.  The  prospect  of  better  roads  is  not  par- 
ticularly encouraging,  although  there  is  some  talk  of  building  ofie  be- 
tween Santiago  antl  Valparaiso.  In  such  a  case  there  should  do  an  in- 
creased demand  for  touring  automobiles. 
Runabouts  Kot  Well  Liked — Electric  YeUeles. 

Two-seated  runabouts  are  not  common,  and  when  seen  generally 
have  a  small  seat  behind  for  the  chauffeur.  This  is  demanded  by  cus- 
tom, for  even  though  the  owner  of  the  car  is  driving  he  must  always 
have  the  chauffeur  with  him  in  case  of  need,  as  it  would  never  do  for 
the  owner  to  change  a  tire  or  to  crank  the  machine  himself. 

Furthermore,  a  car  is  usually  left  with  a  chauffeur  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  having  some  part  of  it  stolen  or  the  machine  injured, 
iiie  regular  American  two-seated  runabout  is,  therefore,  not  popular 
as  the  capacity  is  limited  to  one  passenger  besides  the  chauffeur. 
American  runabouts  with  a  third  seat  behind,  which  could  be  folded 
into  the  body  when  not  in  use,  thus  giving  the  car  a  smarter  appear- 
tince,  should  find  a  market. 

Another  imdeveloped  field  is  in  electrics.  The  case  is  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  the  two-seated  runabout,  but  an  electric  brougbani, 
with  a  separate  compartment  for  the  driver,  should  be  well  adapted 
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for  use  in  Santiago.  No  electries  have  been  seen  in  this  city.  Their 
introduction  would  be  hindered  at  first  by  the  lack  of  proper  repair 
mechanics  and  charging  facilities. 

There  shoold  also  be  a  limited  market  for  a  smart,  high-priced 
American  car  of  the  limousine  type. 
Xncks  aa4  Kotor  Bnste*— CMt  «t  SatoUBe. 

Trucks  are  not  used  to  any  extent  in  tlie  central  and  southern  part 
o1  the  country  and  the  low  cost  of  hauling  by  oxcart  and  wagon 
would  limit  their  introduction.  In  the  nitrate  fields,  however,  they 
hare  begun  to  be  used  with  apparently  good  results.  There,  where 
fodder  and  mules  must  be  imported  and  labor  is  expensive,  the  truck 
riiouJd.  be  able  to  compete. 

A  motor-bus  service  was  attempted  in  Santiago  recently  but  the 
company  failed.  '  Street-car  fares  her©  are  very  low — 2  cents  first- 
class  and  1  cent  second-class. 

Crasoline  was  formerly  subject  to  great  fluctuations  in  price,  accord- 
ing to  the  supply  on  hand,  but  at  present  the  West  India  Oil  Co. 
carries  a  stocK  and  quotes  prices  that  vary  with  exchange  but  are 
steady  in  comparison  with  former  times.  The  maximum  price  paid 
during  the  past  few  months  for  the  best  grade  of  gasoline  was  $5.45 
per  case  of  two  S-gallon  tins.  Cheaper  grades  are  sold  and  used  by 
the  taxicabs. 

[A  list  of  Santiago  Importers  of  automobiles  and  of  the  garages  located  Ib 
tbat  j:lty  nay  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices.    Hefer  to  file  No.  1S31] 


AXEXICAS  COnSlTLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizaticms  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nun*. 


Post. 


Exptra- 
tknof 


Address. 


.Walter  A.. 
Oshome,  John  Ball. . 

Pike,  William  J 

AmMtranr,  Jobs  S . . 
OneeT,  Wilbur  T.» . 
DoailiuaD,  Cbeater.. 

Chun,  Harold  D 


Chamberlhi,  George  E.^. 
^■tir,  Bennan  L.< 


Winstow,  Edward  D. 


rohnbo.  Cey  kn. . . 

Havre,  France 

St.  Call,  Switzerland. . 

Bristol,  Eivland 

Seville,  Spain 

Part  Llmon,  Costa 
Flea. 

CaUrary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

GeoTfietown,  Guiana.^ 

Montevideo,  Umsua;- 


Copenhaeen,  Denmark 


Oct.   M 

Oct.  ai 

Nov.    1 


Oct.  30 
Nov.  2S 


Not.  18 


Dec.  U 


Fsse^,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washlneton,  D.  C. 

Do. 
in)  Eiitaw  Place,  naltimore,  Md. 
Denartment  of  State,  Washbieton,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertles,  Ulster  Cotmty,  N.  Y. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bnreau  of  Fore^ 
and  Domestic  CommeTce,  Room  409, 
Customhcae,  New  York  City. 

C/o  Disirirt  Office,  Bureau  of  ForeigB 
and  Domffitfc  Commerce,  904  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  III. 


•  Mr.  Gracey  will  be  glad  to  have  conferenccu  with  American  exporters  in  eastern  cltlca 
taterextnl  In  tbe  Speolab  trade  dnrins  hia  visit  In  the  United  StateK. 

•  Hr.  Chamberlln  expects  to  arrive  in  New  York  betwwo  October  8  and  14,  and  be  wlU 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  appointments  with  bnslness  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston 
deairtng  information  concerning  trade  conditions  in  his  district.  His  address  until  the 
day  of  bis  arrival  will  be  In  care  of  the  Hotel  Martinique.  Broadway  and  Thirty-tbtrd 
Street,  New  York,  and  tbereafter  In  care  of  tbe  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

•  Mr.  Bpakr  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
coiifet  Willi  tbose  interested  In  the  Umgoayan  trade. 
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FOBEIQN  TBAOE  OFFOBTUinnES. 

Ro!<orvcd  addrvRsc!)  may  he  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Itn  dl«trlct  oillc».  Request 
for  each  opix.rtiinltjr  Khoiild  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  Mtale  opiiortunlty  nnmber. 
The  Bureau  do<-H  not  furnfsh  rredlt  ratings  or  assnmc  reKpunslblllty  an  lo  tbo  standing 
ot  foreign  luouireia;  the  urrnnl  nrceuu'lons  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Chemical*,  No.  22CG4. — An  American  consular  ofBccr  In  Swltzorland  transmits 
the  name  of  a  bushH»ss  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  finim  with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  uf^encios  for  Switzerland  In 
chemicals  and  other  lines  for  which  a  market  might  be  found  In  that  coun- 
try.   References. 

Qcneral  agctwy,  No.  226Cr>. — A  business  man  from  Veneenela,  who  Is  now  In  the 
United  States,  d<>sires  to  establish  an  Amerlcffn  "bazar"  and  general 
agency  for  American  goods  In  his  country.  He  Is  particularly  lutereste»l  In 
machinery  and  took  of  all  kinds,  especially  agricultural,  ttible  and  kitchen 
ware,  textiles:  of  all  kinds,  Interior  decoration  and  construction  materials, 
automobiles  and  trucks,  locomotives,  rails,  etc.,  and  California  winos, 
cognac,  and  whiskies.    References. 

General  roprcscntatioH,  No.  22606. — ^Thc  Bureau  Is  Intormed  that  a  roan  Id  tlie 
Netherlands  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  hardware, 
sanitary  appliances,  felt,  packing,  machinery,  tools,  metals,  technical  prod- 
ucts, heating  and  lighting  apparatus,  chemicals,  paints,  building  materials, 
shipbuilding  materials,  and  automobiles. 

Cotton  yam.  No.  22667. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  exporters  vt 
"Jaanowich,"  "Sea  Island,"  " Sacalarles,"  and  "Scotch  linen"  yarn  tor 
knitting  purposes.  The  "  Scotch-linen  "  quality  to  be  of  60/2,  80/2,  100/2, 
and  120/2  finish.    Correspondence  In  Enj-'lish.    Reference. 

Uachinery,  No.  22668. — Tlie  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  Chile  writes  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  communicate  with 
Amtrican  manufacturers  of  machines  for  making  cardboard  boxes. 

Carnauba  loax.  No.  22660. — A  firm  In  Italy  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  tt  desires  to  place  an  order  In  the  Uulte<l  States  for  carnauba  war. 
Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent  and  ((notations  made  either  c.  1.  £.  Italian 
port  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Correspondence  in  English. 

Dry  goods  and  notions,  No.  22C70. — A  representiUIve  of  a  firm  In  the  West  Indies 
is  In  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  buying  all  kinds  of  dry  goods  and  no- 
tions.    Reference. 

Dress  goods  and  stationety,  No.  22671. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  firm  in 
Imlia  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  dress 
goods  and  stationery. 

Stationcr^i,  No.  22072. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  commission  agent  In  Porto  Rico  who  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  manufacturers  of  stationery.    References. 

Toys,  No.  22673. — An  American  consular  offlwr  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  business 
man  In  his  district  !s  in  the  market  for  toys  of  all  kinds.  Catalogues, 
prices,  and  full  Information  are  desired. 

Uachinery,  No.  22074. — A  man  in  Portugal  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
of  his  desire  to  purchase  machinery  for  the  complete  Installation  of  a  flotir 
mill  capable  of  giinding  7,000  to  7,r>00  kilos  of  wheat  In  24  hours  (auto- 
matic grinding).    Cont>spondence  In  Portuguese  or  French. 
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COKTSOI  OF  WHEAT  SUPFLT  FOB  AIUES. 

[Oablegram  from  the  American  Consulate  Qeneral,  London,  HiiKlond.] 

Royal  Commission  appointed  to  purchase,  f»\\,  and  control  dolivery 
of  wheat  and  flour  will  operate  in  conjunction  with  allies.  Austra- 
lian wheat  purchased  and  Australian  Government  furnishing  gov- 
ernment-owned ships  for  transport.  General  stocks  will !»  imported 
in  requisitioned  tonnage  at  fixed  rates. 


PBOBAiu  wm  FBosvcnoH  nr  sfain. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Uurst.  Barcelona.  Sept.  11.] 

The  condition  of  the  vinejrards  of  Spain  is  reiwrtecl  on  the  whole 
as  excellent,  and  recent  rams  have  had  a  favorable  effect  on  the 
grapes,  which  are  abundant.  An  unofficial  estimate  places  the  prob- 
able yield  in  wine  at  over  354,758,000  gallons.  Allowing  317,004,600 
gallons  for  domestic  consumption  and  52,834,100  gaIlou.s  for  alcohol 
distillation,  there  will  remam  a  surplus  of  18^t,l>l»,H00  gallons  for 
export 

SPANISH  WHEAT  AND  GOBH  IMPOSTS  IH  JTirLY. 

[Conaul    General    Carl    Bailey    Uurst,    Barcelona.    Sept.    1.] 

Accord! Jig  to  statistics  published  by  the  Spani.sh  Director  Gen- 
eral of  Custouis,  15,;393  inotric!  tons  of  wheat  ptts.se<i  tlirough  the 
Spanish  cu.stouihoii.ses  during  the  month  of  July,  1916.  [Metric 
toii=2^04.6  i)oun(ls.|  With  the  exception  of  '2^  tons  this  wJieat 
came  from  the  United  States,  more  than  half  having  been  shipi>ed  at 
"cw  Vork.  Nearly  7,000  tons  were  discharged  at  the  port  of  Barce- 
lona, the,  rt'ht  going  to  Bilbno  und  V^alencia. 

Ihore  were  about  3,000  tons  of  corn  received  from  BuenoH  Aires 
at  Jifferent  Spuiiish  iwrts  dining  the  same  month.    ■ 

K71l'_i,-,  101 
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CANADA'S  HINEBAL  FBODUCTIOH  FOB  HALF  TEAB. 

[Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  Oct.  6.] 

Tlie  returns  of  production  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  made  to 
the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Mines  b^  the  metalliferous  mines  and  works  of 
the  Province,  are  summarized  in  the  following  table,  which  also  gives 
comparative  quantities  and  values  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915: 


Cioductj. 


flold ounces. 

Silver do... 

Copper , pounds. 

Cobalt,  metallic do... 

Nickel,  metallic '.....do... 

MolytMieuico,  coacentretes do... 

Cobalt  and  nJcket  oxides do... 

Copper  io  matte tons. 

Nicliel do... 

Iron  ore do... 

Pig  iron do... 


Quantity. 


Jan.  I-June 
30, 1»1& 


173.021 
11, 101.909 


141. £00 

16  182 
134.077 
2:fS,(M0 


Jan.  I-June 
30, 1916. 


236.080 

10.267.743 

77.796 

121.817 
13.933 
U.63I 

40t.4(IS 
11.4201 
20.661) 
8U.«98 

296,349 


Value. 


Jan.l.>Inne  Jan.l-Juna 
30,1916.        30^1918. 


t3.670.O73 
&.li0,7«a 


66.812 

1,704.  GOB 

7,^1.000 

2S8,296 

2,866.040 


t4.S22.-4a 

•,188.  aw 

14.308 

6.  an 

13.075 

204.688 

2,286.008 

iO.$^.7W 

243.288 

4,424,498 


CBOP  FBOSFECTS  IN  VEAEZUELA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gnalra,  Sept.  20.1 

There  are  uo  official  crop  statistics  or  forecasts  in  Venezuela,  but 
reports  from  all  over  the  country  indicate  that  the  rainfall  has  been 
better  distributed  this  season  than  in  any  recent  year.  Damage  by 
grasshoppers  has  been  much  less  than  usual  and  not  only  the  coffee 
and  cocoa  crops  but  also  those  of  beans,  maize,  and  potatoes  are  said 
to  be  in  fine  condition  and  promise  extraordinary  yields.  Recent 
exports  of  coffee  and  cocoa  have  been,  in  tons:  Coffee — 1911,  44,298 
tons;  1912,  53,036;  1913,  64,418;  1914,  55,044;  and  1915,  62,581. 
Cocoa— 1911, 17,583  tons;  1912, 10,600;  1913, 17,897;  1914, 16,886;  and 
1915,  18,281. 

Last  year  harvests  (1916  exports)  were  poor,  and  as  Venezuela 
is  almost  entirely  an  agricultural  countiy  the  present  favorable  out- 
look  promises  a  large  increase  in  purchasing  power.  If  the  price  of 
cocoa  holds  at  present  levels  and  that  of  coffee  improves,  imports  for 
1917  will  probably  equal  or  surpass  those  of  the  record  year  of  1912, 
when  $'20,500,000  worth  of  foreign  goods  were  purchased. 


PABCEL  POST  BETWEEN  SPAIN  AND  SALYADOB. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  IJurat,  Barcelona,  Spain,  .Srpt  11.] 

The  Oovemments  of  Spain  and  Salvador  have  agreed  to  a  recip- 
rocal parcel-post  service.  Parcels  may  weigh  up  to  5  kilos  (11.02 
pounds)  and  the  new  arrangement  will  undoubtedly  be  a  means  of 
facilitating  trade  between  the  two  countries.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  noted  that  the  United  States  has  no  parcel-post  service  with 
Spain,  the  lack  of  which  is  keenly  felt  daily.  To  overcome  this  diffi- 
culty small  packages  are  sometimes  sent  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain  by  letter  post,  which  is  contrary  to  Spanish  postal  regulations 
and  results  in  heavy  fines  for  the  addressees. 
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OUTPUT  OF  nroiA'S  COTTON  MILLS. 

Figiu*es  compiled  by  the  Indian  Department  of  Statistics  from  ac- 
counts rendered  by  mill  owners  and  covering  the  output  of  cotton 
spinning  and  weaving  mills  in  British  India  and  the  J^^ative  States 
show  the  following  production  during  the  three  montiis  ended  June, 
1914, 1915,  and  1016: 


Articles. 


Three  months  ending  Jane- 


1914 


1«15 


19M 


CMtmyain,  span 

Onj  and  bleacbed  piece  goods 

Colofed  piece  goods 

Oisjr  and  coloied  goods  other  than  piece  goods. 

HaieiT 

HbeeUaneous  goods 

Total  iro\-«agoo<to 


Pounit. 
I74.I1S.980 


Poand$. 
180.621,741 


Pound). 
171.790.475 


S4. 992. 487 

14,066,410 

422.964 

67.437 

62,SS0 


C.'>.CS1,917 

lo,iW4.2.'J7 

425.80) 

49,016 

119.49S 


72,019.940 
21,  aw.  153 

Kii.iao 

76.631 
191.811 


60,001,854 


83,080,483 


»4.4n,6» 


Estimated  from  the  poundage  on  a  conventional  basis  the  forego- 
ing figures  represent  an  output  of  gray  and  bleached  piece  goods  of 
235,8^,059  yards  in  the  three  months  ending  June,  1914;  276,490,500 
yards  in  the  like  period  of  1915 ;  and  297,499,994  yards  in  April- 
June,  1916;  and  of  colored  piece  goods,  for  the  corresponding  three- 
month  periods,  of  60,263,241  yar^  66,864,915  yards,  and  95,253,547 
yards,  respectively. 

"DAYLIOHT  SAYZVa"  SUCCSSSFUL  Dl  AUSTKIA-HUHaAKT. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Albert  HaUtoiid,  Vienna,  Sept.  2G.] 

At  midnight  on  September  30, 1916,  all  the  watches  and  clocks  in 
Austria-Hungai7  will  be  put  back  one  hour,  and  the  first  period  of 
"Sonunerzeit "  (summer  tune)  will  have  ended.  This  began  at  mid- 
night April  30,  1916,  when  all  timepieces  were  advanced  one  hour. 
The  plan,  whose  purpose  was  the  securing  of  additional  sunlight  in 
working  hours,  has  proved  successful  in  the  highest  degree.  For  the 
health  of  the  people  it  has  been  of  the  greatest  advantage.  In  the 
saving  of  lighting  it  has  also  been  most  satisfactory.  It  is  calculated 
that  in  Vienna  alone  the  people  consumed  4,500,000  cubic  meters 
(158,915,200  cubic  feet)  less  of  gas  and  saved  700,000  crowns  ($142,- 
000),  while  the  citv  itself  required  400,000  cubic  meters  (14,125,800 
CDbic  feet)  of  gas  less  for  street  lighting. 


COAL  SUPPLIES  OP  BKAZIIIAir  LLOTS. 

tCoDimercial  AttacM  William  C.  Downa,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Sept  5.] 

A  statement  publi^ed  by  the  Lloyd  Brasileiro,  giving  data  regard- 
'm^  the  supplies  of  coal  held  by  the  company  in  Para,  Pernambuco, 
Rio  de  Jan^ro,  Florianapolis,  Rio  Grande,  and  Montevideo,  or  in 
transit  to  those  ports,  shows  a  total  of  47,771  tons.  It  is  stated  that 
the  stock  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  (24,550  tons)  is  the  largest  in  Brazil 
and  was  acquired  at  $20.95  a  ton,  the  current  price  being  $23.  It  is 
farther  stated  that-  no  orders  for  coal  are  pending  at  present,  but 
that  Irids  will  soon  be  solicited  by  the  directorate  of  the  company.  In 
1916  the  c(Mnpany  imported  151^22  tons  of  coal  from  New  York. 
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BRITISH  YOTITHS  TO  STUDY  ETTSSIAH  nTDUSTBIES. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England.  Sept.  28.} 

For  more  than  a  year  classes  in  the  Russian  language  have  been 
conducted  by  the  public  schools  of  Bradford.  More  students  have 
been  enrolled  than  anywhere  else  in  the  United  Kingdom  with  the 
exception  of  London.  Many  pupils  also  are  taking  private  coui-ses 
of  instruction,  and  the  United  Foreign  Circles  in  Bradford — a  society 
holding  weekly  lectures  and  discussions  in  foreign  languages — has 
now  added  a  Ru.ssian  section  to  its  list. 

The  director  of  education  in  Bradford  has  recently  organized 
another  movement  which,  in  addition  to  the  teaching  of  Russian, 
also  proposes  to  place  promising  students  in  touch  with  life  and 
actual  business  conditions  in  Russia  by  giving  them  a  year's  residence 
there.  During  that  time  they  are  to  be  under  supervision,  and  to 
be  afforded  facilities  not  only  for  studying  the  language,  but  also 
for  becoming  acquainted  with  the  industries  of  the  country,  its  busi- 
ness methods,  and  the  requirements  of  the  people. 
Iiectares  on  Knssian  Law  and  Commeroe. 

A  course  of  lectures  is  to  be  given  at  one  of  the  principal  educa- 
tional institutions  or  universities  on  Russian  jurisprudence,  commer- 
cial practice,  and  methods  of  trade.  British  consuls  are  to  be  ask^ 
to  give  assistance  to  the  students  by  directing  them  to  the  proprietors 
of  leading  shops,  bazaars,  and  industrial  concerns,  so  that  they  may 
acquire  m-st-hand  knowledge  of  what  the  Russian  people  are  mo^ 
likely  to  purchase. 

The  students  will  be  expected  periodically  to  send  reports  to  those 
who  are  defraying  their  expenses,  and  it  is  hoped  that  afterwards 
they  will  remain  associated  with  the  textile  industries  or  become 
agents  for  British  firms  in  Russia,  and  so  be  the  means  of  greatly 
developing  the  exports  of  textile  manufacturers  of  that  country. 

The  directors  of  the  Bradford  Dyers'  Association  (Ltd.)  have 
given  the  plan  a  start  by  offering  to  provide  10  traveling  scholar- 
ships, to  cover  the  cost  of  traveling  and  a  year's  residence  m  Russia. 
The  only  condition  they  have  made  is  that  the  candidates  must  be 
connected  with  the  Bradford  or  Manchester  piece-goods  trade.  It 
is  expected  that  other  firms  or  associations  will  do  likewise,  and  later 
the  scheme  may  be  extended  by  the  exchange  of  a  certain  number  of 
students  between  Bradford  and  some  industrial  center  in  Russia. 
Interest  in  Bnsso-Britith  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 

The  formation  recently  of  a  Russo-British  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  London  is  a  matter  in  which  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  is 
deeply  interested,  as  the  chairman  of  the  temporary  executive  coun- 
cil IS  Sir  Algernon  Firth,  president  of  the  Associated  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  the  ITnited  Kinedom.  and  a  member  of  a  large  firm  of 
carpet  manufacturers  at  Bailiff  Bridge  and  Heckmondwike,  near 
Bradford. 

[Articles  on  the  teachins  of  the  Russian  lan^age  In  Great  Britain  were  pub- 
lished in  CoMMKRCE  Uepokts  for  Aug.  10  and  Aug.  21,  1010.] 


The  building  permits  issued  in  Windsor,  Ontario,  Canada,  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  present  year  numbered  416,  with  a  valuation 
of  $1,088,580,  compared  with  209  permits  with  a  valuation  of  $395^6 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 
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SIAMESE  CSOFS  OTHEB  THAIT  BICE. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Uansen,  Bangkok,  Aug.  15.] 

Rice  is  the  most  important  by  far  of  the  crops  raised  in  Siam, 
but  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  give  more  attention  to  other 
agricultural  products.  A  recently  issued  official  report  contains  the 
following  data  about  crops  other  than  rice  : 

The  planting  of  cotton  in  the  di.strict  of  ICiuug  Kao  for  last  season 
amounted  to  800  i-ai  (320  acres)  j  and  the  harvesting  was  finished  in 
April,  but  the  yield  was  only  1  picul  (133.3  pounds)  to  the  rai  (333.3 
pounds  to  tlie  acre),  while  in  the  district  of  Bhisnuloke  the  harvest- 
ing of  0,700  rai  (2,G80  acres)  yielded  3  piculs  per  rai  (1,000  pounds 
per  acre).  The  price  of  raw  cotton  was  $2.2-2  i>er  picul  ($1.C7  per 
100  pounds),  but  in  Utara  65  piculs  were  .sold  at  $1.85  per  picul 
($1.39  per  100  pounds).  The  cotton  produced  lust  year  was  used 
locally. 

Harvesting  of  last  season's  tobacco  crop  had  nearly  been  com- 
pleted in  April  of  this  year.  The  area  under  cultivation  in  six 
districts  was  22,710  rai  (9,084  acres),  the  average  yield  amounting 
to  about  1  picul  per  rai  and  the  local  selling  price  ranging  from  $11 
to  $37  per  picul  (from  $8.25  to  $27.75  per  100  pounds).  Other  dis- 
tricts were  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

In  tlie  district  of  Chandaburi  the  area  for  jjep^Ksr  planting  has 
been  extended  and  the  present  crop  is  doing  well.  Tlie  local  price 
for  black  pepper  is  $12  to  $13  per  picul  ($9  to  $9.75  per  100  pounds), 
while  white  pepper  brings  $17  to  $19  per  picul  ($12.75  to  $14.25  per 
100  pounds).  During  April  727  piculs  (96,933  pounds)  were  sold  to 
Bangkok.  At  Stul,  in  the  district  of  Puket,  3,258  rai  (1,303  acres) 
were  under  cultivation,  and  the  price  for  black  jieppcr  was  ibout  $9 
per  picul  ($6.75  per  100  pmmds). 

Extensive  new  coconut  plantations  arc  to  l)e  opened  in  the  district 
of  Chandaburi  and  in  the  northern  part  of  Slum,  where  the  new 
railway  extension  will  afford  better  transportation  facilities  than 
formerly.  In  the  districts  of  Snrashtra,  Nagor  Sridharmaraj,  Pa- 
tani,  and  Puket  coconut  cultivation  is  an  industry  of  increasing  im- 
portance. The  present  condition  of  the  trees  is  gootl,  although  the 
beetles  ai-e  doing  some  damage  in  certain  places. 


HEW  FO&T  IXr  THE  FSOYnTCE  OF  COLON. 

[Coiwal  JuUuH  U.  l>reber.  Colon,  Panama.  Sept.  30.] 

The  new  port  of  Mandinga  on  Mandinga  Bay  in  the  Gulf  of  San 
Bias,  some  80  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Colon,  was  opened  and  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  a  new  government  building  laid  on  September  26,  1916, 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  in  the  presence  of  the  governor  of  the 
Province  of  Colon  and  other  officials.  The  new  port,  which  has  an 
excellent  harbor  with  deep  water,  is  only  a  .short  distance  from  the 
l^dinga  Manganese  Ore  Mines,  owned  by  an  American  syndicate, 
as  repcMrted  in  (>)MMekce  Reports  for  March  1, 1916.  A  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  new  port  is  the  site  of  a  town  to  be  known  as  Nicuesa, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  build  on  a  large  tract  of  land  to  be  developed 
under  a  concession  granted,  to  an  American  citizen  Icmg  resident  in 
Col<m. 
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VABIOUS  TEZTIIES  DT  SWITZEBLAin)  AND  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  Lewis  W.  naskell,  Geneva,  Switxerland,  Aag.  80,] 

The  possibilitj;  of  developing  a  market  in  the  Geneva  consular 
district  for  certain  textiles  like  velveteens,  corduroys,  and  such  pile 
fabrics  as  astrakhans,  plushes,  mohairs,  and  silk  fabrics  has  been 
investigated  recently.  Velveteen  formerly  came  and  is  still  coming 
from  England,  whereas  Germany  has  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
that  article  for  the  present.  A  small  quantitv  comes  from  France. 
There  are  similar  conditions  for  corduroys  for  women's  wear,  as- 
trakhan, and  plushes.  Mohairs  come  from  Bradford,  England. 
Silk  fabrics  sold  here  are  made  in  Switzerland,  France,  and  Ger- 
many. Imports  of  worsteds  are  limited,  as  the  fabric  does  not  seem 
to  be  extensively  used  here. 

Silk  fabrics  and  ribbons  are  handled  here  by  special  wholesale 
importers,  who  sell  to  such  retailers  as  warehouses,  dry-goods  stores, 
and  haberdashers,  which  also  import  direct  from  the  factories. 

According  to  the  Swiss  customs  tariff,  paragraphs  447b  and  449,  silk 
fabrics  and  ribbons,  whole  silk  or  half  silk,  pay  100  francs  per  100 
kilos,  gross  weight  only  ($19.30  per  220.46  pounds) ;  if  unpacked,  a 
special  tax  of  30  per  cent  is  added.  Accordmg  to  paragrapiis  3tfO  to 
370,  cotton  fabrics  yap  from  10  to  65  francs  ($1.93  to  $12.54)  per  100 
kilos  (220.46  pounds),  according  to  quality,  gross  weight;  for  net 
weight,  15  per  cent  more. 

The  usual  terms  of  sale  in  Switzerland  are  from  60  to  90  days' 
credit,  with  generally  2  per  cent  discount  for  payment  within  30 
days  after  date  of  invoice,  but  at  present  any  terms  may  be  accepted 
owing  to  the  difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining  merchandise. 

lA  list  of  dry  goods  store,  milliners,  seamstresses,  linberdoshers,  and  dealers 
tn  silk  fabrics,  corduroys,  velveteens,  astrakhans,  mohairs,  plushes,  worsteds, 
and  cotton  fabrics  In  Geneva  niny  be  obtnlne<l  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
80426.] 

[Vice  Consnl  Jacob  Baggr,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Aog.  28.] 

Present  Conditions  Create  Karkct. 

Silk  and  cotton  velvet,  plushes,  and  silk  mohairs  before  the  war 
were  imported  into  Sweden  from  Switzerland,  England,  France,  and 
Germany.  At  present  there  is  a  market  for  them  here,  but  the  vol- 
ume of  trade  to  be  obtained  depends  upon  ability  to  compete  with 
other  foreign  countries  in  prices  and  qualities.  Swedish  manufac- 
turers make  very  cheap  corduroys  for  women's  wear,  so  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  import  those  goods.  Underwear  of  the  finer  qualities  may  have 
a  market  if  the  prices  are  satisfactory.  The  best  course  for  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  is  to  have  an  agent  who  is  so  situated  that  he 
can  take  up  tne  business  with  the  importing  firms.  It  is  useless  fmr 
manufacturers  or  exporters  to  send  offers  and  samples  to  firms  here, 
because  at  the  time  the  samples  are  sent  the  firms  may  not  need  them. 
It  is  more  advantageous  to  have  an  agent  who  calls  on  the  firms 
regularly,  and  is  always  in  touch  with  them  and  knows  their  require- 
ments. 

A  Stockholm  man  who  is  interested  in  representing  this  class  of 
trtide  suggests  that  in  seeking  trade  in  this  district  it  would  be  advis- 
able for  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  to  put  up  a  stock  of 
goods  on  a  commission  basis.   The  retailers  buy  only  small  amounts  at 
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a  time,  and  by  this  means  they  could  be  supplied  when  in  need  of 
goods.  The  agent  who  makes  the  suggestion  has  been  in  the  business 
for  30  yeai*s  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  trade. 

IThe  name  and  a«l(lrpss  of  the  asfnt  inciitlouwl  nnd  tlie  iiiniK>s  of  iiiiixirtera 
and  whole-siile  dPftlers  in  the  goods  nientionwl.  nt  Stm-kliolni.  iiiay  ho  ohtnined 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJoiiinierw,  its  dMrict  or  cooiwrative 
offices.    Kefer  to  flie  Xo.  80360.] 


COAL  nSLSS  OP  pa&anA. 

(Consul  (iencral  Alfred  L.  M.  (JottKcbatk,  Rio  <le  .Tnnptro,  lirazil,  Srpt.  4.1 

Coal  m  large  (juantities  exists  in  the  State  of  I'ariinii,  in  the  dis- 
tricts known  as  Pirahy,  Thomazina,  and  Tibagy,  about  JW  miles  from 
the  railway  station  or  Sao  Jase,  on  the  Sao  Paulo-Kio  Grande  Kail- 
way.  Some  results  have  been  obtained  with  it  in  Hio  do  Janeiro  in 
the  manufacture  of  briquets. 

The  Itavera  Mine  property,  situated  ou  the  Kio  do  Peixe,  contains 
about  4,000  hectares  (9,884  acres)  of  land.  This  regitm  Ls  popu- 
lated. Tt  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kio  do  Pei.ve,  to  which  there  is 
free  passage  for  carts.  A  road  extends  fi'om  the  station  of  Sao 
Jose  (branch  of  the  Paranapanema  Sao  Paulo-Kio  (Srando  Kail  way) 
to  the  propei-ty  called  Cafcsal-Barra  Bonita,  a  di.stance  of  about  24 
mile-H.  From  there  to  Itavera  it  is  about  11  miles  by  the  mide 
track.    The  soil  of  the  road  is  heavy  sand.    Thei-o  are  no  swamps. 

From  Itavera  there  is  a  cart  road  as  far  as  Pirahy,  passing  through 
Caet^,  a  distance  of  alx>nt  54  miles. 

This  property  has  been  visited  and  examined  by  the  Sao  Paido- 
Rio  Grande  Co.,  whose  engineers  made  about  08  soun<lings,  and  they 
report  that  they  foimd  coal  everywhere  in  seams  mea.suring  on  an 
average  83  centimeters  (2.72  feet)  thick.  They  calculate  a  yield  of 
about  5,000  tons  per  hectare  (hectaro=2.471  acres).  The  coal  is  de- 
scribed as  of  the  same  quality  as  that  of  Barra  Bonita. 

(Au  extended  article  on  coal  and  fuel  oil  iu  Bm7.ii  was  publLsliud  in  Oommkrck 
ItKPOKTH  for  May  8,  1916.1 


VBCVMT  pxicss  nr  CHnnsE  expost  kasket. 

[Consul  J.  Paul  Jameson,  Naukiog,  Sopt.  I.] 

Returns  recently  compiled  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  show  the 
prices  on  various  articles  that  figure  in  the  export  market  of  Nan- 
king. Tlie  prices  quoted  are  for  the  net  shipping  weight,  excluding 
cost  of  packing  for  export.  The  rate  is  per  piciil  of  1.%.^  pounds, 
nnd  the  figures  given  are  in  terms  of  United  States  currency,  with 
conversion  at  the  rate  of  $0.50  to  the  Mexican  dollar.  Tlie  prices  for 
the  principal  articles  are : 


ArUelas. 

Price?. 

AitUsUs. 

Prices. 

.\tlloIe3. 

Prices. 

S—as: 
Bin* 

t3.2S 
3.00 
2.M 
7.20 
3.80 
7.80 

32.50 

Bides,  bnAUo: 
First  quality 

t2S.0O 
17.  SO 

4.00 
4.00 
4.  so 

Seed,  sesanram-Coo. 
Yellow 

t4.0t 

WMto 

Seoond  qimllty 

Seoj,  sesmum: 
Black 

Sesamuni'^eed  oO 

TaHov,  animal 

8.10 

YtOow 

9.W 

Bmiflfl 

VerataWe  taUonr: 

Bed 

7.M 

Wblte     

White 

7.W 

agwtoiMaa.......... 

Digitized  by 


Google 


16S  coMMEBOB  bbfobtb; 

COHBENSED  HUE  IN  BEEHUDA. 

[Vice  Consul  S.  W.  Eells,  Hamilton,  Sept.  29.] 

Bermuda  annually  imports  some  15,000  cases  (720,000  tins)  of 
condensed  milk,  of  which  about  15  per  cent  is  unsweetened  or  evap- 
orated. There  are  only  two  dairies  here,  and,  although  there  are 
quite  a  few  privately  owned  cows  and  goats,  because  the  pasturage  is 
poor  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony  rely  on  condensed  or 
evaporated  milk.  Recently  a  movement  has  been  set  on  foot  to  regu- 
late the  fresh-milk  trade  from  a  sanitary  standpoint,  but  the  cost 
of  fodder  will  never  allow  fresh  milk  to  be  produced  at  a  price  which 
Bermudians  in  general  could  afford. 

That  the  milk  problem  is  considered  a  serious  one  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  local  newspapers  have  published  a  number  of  articles 
on  condensed  milk — how  it  is  made,  its  uses,  especially  as  an  infant's 
food — and  its  uniformity  in  quality  as  compared  with  fresh  milk. 
One  of  these  articles  closes :  "  We  could  enlarge  on  the  uses  of  evap- 
orated and  condensed  milk,  but  probably  it  will  be  as  well  to  let  the 
makers  tell  their  own  stories  in  our  advertising  columns.^' 

Canadian  and  European  Brands  Favored. 

Evaporated  milk  stands  the  climate  here  and  rarely,  if  ever,  goes 
bad.  The  American  brands  of  unsweetened  milk  are  regarded  by 
most  dealers  as  the  best,  but  there  is  a  prejudice  among  the  con- 
sumers in  favor  of  Canadian  and  European. 

Nearly  all  of  the  sweetened  condensed  milk  comes  from  Europe, 
but  of  late  years  some  has  been  imported  from  Canada.  Both  the 
European  and  the  Canadian  brands  have  given  satisfaction.  (Cana- 
dian condensed  milk,  in  order  to  be  of  legal  standard,  must  contain 
7.7  per  cent  of  fat,  and  it  seldom  hardens  or  otlierwise  deteriorates.) 
With  few  exceptions,  however,  American  sweetened  milk  has  be- 
come hard  or  the  tins  have  swelled.  These  faults  do  not  obtain  in 
the  American  evaporated  or  unsweetened  milk,  wliich  is  sterilized. 

During  the  last  few  months,  it  is  stated,  the  European  companies, 
being  unable  to  fill  orders  with  European  milk  because  of  the  in- 
creased consumption  in  Europe  and  diiiiculty  in  transportation  gen- 
erally, have  been  having  condensed  milk  manufactured  for  them  in 
the  United  States  and  packed  under  their  established  labels,  omitting, 
however,  the  words  "  Prepared  in  England,"  "  Switzerland,"  "  Hol- 
land," etc.  This  milk  is  inferior  in  every  way.  Over  90  per  cent  of 
the  last  importation  was  returned  to  the  United  States. 

The  European  companies  have  resident  agents  in  Bermuda,  and 
within  the  past  18  months  local  agencies  have  been  established  by 
two  Canadian  firms.  Only  one  American  company  of  importance 
maintains  an  agency  in  the  colony.  Its  milk  is  kept  well  up  to  stand- 
ard, but  the  prices  asked  militate  against  sales. 

Sales  Campaign  Becommended — Prices. 

It  would  seem  that  now  is  an  opportune  time  for  American  con- 
densed-milk firms  to  make  a  vigorous  campaign  to  secure  a  larger 
share  of  the  Bermuda  trade.  In  order  to  do  this  it  is  strongly  rec- 
ommended either  that  local  agencies  be  established  or  that  firms  send 
their  salesmen  to  Bermuda  more  frequently,  with  the  view  not  only 
of  selling  to  dealers,  but  also  of  overcoming  the  prejudice  of  coa- 
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Enmers.  This  means  that  American  sweetened  condensed  milk  must 
compare  favorably  with  the  Canadian  and  true  European  in  quality 
and  that  the  retail  prices  must  at  least  be  the  same. 

Current  wholesale  prices,  per  case,  c.  i.  f.  Bermuda,  are:  Con- 
densed, 25  to  26s.  ($6.10  to  $6.35) ;  evaporated,  15  to  16s.  ($3.65  to 
$3.90),  Condensed  milk  retails  at  7  to  8d.  ($0.14  to  $0.16)  per  tin  and 
evaporated  at  6d.  ($0.12).  Strictly  speaking,  there  are  no  wholesale 
grocers  in  the  colony,  but  the  larger  stores  in  Hamilton  distribute  to 
die  smaller  ones  throughout  the  islands. 

[A  list  of  Bermuda  firms  in  position  to  handle  condensed  milk  as  dealers  or 
agents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
OT  Its  district  and  cooperative  olHces  upon  referring  to  file  No.  80001.) 


HANdBOVE  SUPPLIES  IN  POBTO  BICO. 

[Harwood  Hull,  correspondent,  San  Joan.] 

Mangrove  grows  in  sea  water  in  marshes  along  the  coast  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  in  many  places  is  abundant.  There  are  several  varieties, 
called  by  different  names,  some  of  which  are  sources  of  tannic  acid. 
Although  the  bark  is  sometimes  used  locally  in  tanning  processes, 
so  far  as  can  be  learned  there  has  never  been  any  attempt  to  make 
mangrove  a  source  of  commercial  tannic  acid. 

One  variety  of  mangrove,  generally  known  here  as  "  mangle  zapa- 
tero,"  or  "  shoemaker's  mangle,"  is  considered  to  be  the  best  variety 
for  tanning  and  dyeing,  and  the  extracted  juice  may  also  be  used  to 
neutralize  the  effect  of  salt  water  used  in  steam  boilers.  Frequently 
quantities  of  bark  are  thrown  into  a  boiler  to  prevent  "  caking  "  on 
the  pipes. 

All  of  the  varieties  of  mangrove  grow  slowly  and  the  "mangle 
zapatero"  produces  a  knotty,  brittle  wood.  Two  other  varieties, 
known  as  "  chifle  de  vaca  "  and  "  botoncillo,"  produce  a  tough,  fairly 
straight  wood,  free  from  knots,  and  is  believed  to  be  suitable  for  tool 
handles  or  spokes  for  carriages  and  other  vehicles. 

Product  Has  Never  Been  Marketed. 

Although  this  product  has  never  been  marketed,  a  price  of  $65 
to  $70  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  port  of  Mayaguez,  P.  R.,  has  been  quoted, 
packing  either  in  sacks  or  otherwise,  for  the  account  of  the  pur- 
chaser. For  the  wood  itself,  cut  jn  2-foot  lengths  and  air  dried,  a 
proces  which  requires  approximately  two  weeks,  a  price  of  $1.25 
per  hundred  pieces- has  been  quoted.  It  is  probable  that  these  prices 
could  be  lowered  for  large  orders  for  contract  delivery  and  after 
persons  had  an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  the  preparation 
of  either  the  wood  or  the  bark.  The  supply  should  be  abundant  and 
constant. 

Three  samples  of  "mangle  zapatero"  are  sent  from  the  following 
districts:  La  Pitahava,  Laias,  P.  R.;  La  Palguera,  Lajas,  P.  R.; 
Puerto  Real,  Cabo  Rojo,  P.  R.  The  following  samples  are  also 
sent:  "Mangle  chifle  de  vaca,"  from  Puerto  Real,  Cabo  Rojo,  P.  R. 
{not  seasoned ) ;  "  mangle  botoncillo,"  Puerto  Real,  Cabo  Rojo,  P.  R. 

inot  seasoned) ;  "  mangle  botoncillo,"  from  La  Palguera,  Lajas, 
'. K.  (seasoned). 

[The  samples  mentioned  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
liomestlc  Commerce  or  Its  district  olBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  1039.1 
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BBAZn.  EXPECTS  CATTLE  DTOirSTBY  TO  EXPAITD. 

[Constil  General  Alfred  I..  M.  Gottsohalk,  Ulo  de  Janeiro,  Sept.  6.1 

Preparations  for  tho  congress  of  cattlemen  to  take  place  soon  in 
Bi'azil  have  directed  tlio  attention  of  public  and  press  toward  cattle 
raising,  an  extremely  vital  subject  in  Brazilian  economics.  The  idea 
held  abroad  that  only  the  southern  portions  of  the  country  are  fit 
for  cattle  raising  has  caused  considerable  annoyance  to  Brazilians, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  large  cattle  interests  practically 
all  over  the  country,  and  land  suitable  for  extensive  development 
throughout  Centi-al  Brazil  as  well  as  in  the  northern  and  southern 
sections.  Complaints  as  to  the  mistaken  attitude  of  foreignei'S  have 
reached  this  onico  so  fi-equently  diunng  the  past  few  months  that  I 
have  investigated  the  matter  thorouglily. 

Suitable  Tracts  In  State  of  X»plrito  Santo. 

The  acting  c<msular  agent  at  Victoria,  in  the  State  of  Espirito 
Santo  (Mr.  Robert  Langeu),  reports  that  cei-tain  districts  of  his 
State,  such  as  the  country  near  St.  Mjitheus  in  the  north  and  some 
parts  of  the  south,  are  suitable  for  cattle  raising.  He  states  regard- 
ing the  conditi<»u(: 

The  Industry  being  «leveloi>«d  as  yet  oQ)y  to  a  very  .small  ex.tMit  tltere  It  Is 
uafortunntely  imposulble  to  !;ivc  any  census  of  the  livo  stock.  The  quality  of 
the  original  old  cattle  was  admittedly  poor,  but  lately  the  brewlers  liave  Im- 
proved It  considerably  by  crossbreeding  witli  both  zebu  and  cnracu  types. 

For  tho  ImproTement  of  the  business  In  Kspirlto  Santo  tliere  should  be  an 
Investment  of  .sufllcient  capital,  qualified  cattlemen  and  stnd  cattle  for  breed- 
ing slionid  be  .sent  out,  and  l>et(er  road's  and  other  inenaH  of  traiistmrtatlon  are 
needed.  Tlie  Stutc  pos.-«>8i«>s  excellent  ports,  esi>ecially  that  of  Victoria,  and 
exporting  easily  could  l>e  carried  on  by  means  of  soacoast  packing  houses.  Only 
neat  cattle  are  now  receiving  attention,  but  the  raising  of  other  kinds  of  live 
stocic  (swine,  horses,  sheep,  eta)  could  lie  easily  develoi>ed. 

Advlies  Amerieaiu  te  Aid  in  ScTeloping  Industry. 

The  American  consul  at  Para,  Mr.  George  H.  Pickerell,  states  his 
belief  that  that  part  of  the  country  posses.se8  some  of  the  best  and 
most  suitable  lands  for  the  creating  of  cattle  ranches  to  be  fotmd  in 
Brazil,  and  that  Americans  should  do  their  share  in  developing  the 
industry.  He  refers  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  beef  has  been 
to  supply  only  the  home  necessities,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
foreign  demand  there  had  been  little  or  no  effort  to  improve  the 
grade  or  prepare  it  for  foreign  use.  Both  the  State  and  the  mer- 
chant, he  says,  have  been  compelled  to  give  their  attention  largely 
to  thin^  lilw  rubber  and  Brazil  nuts,  which  will  produce  quick  re- 
turns, with  the  result  that  they  have  not  given  the  cattle  industry  the 
attention  it  deserves.    Of  the  prospects  he  states : 

The  local  cattlemen  have  made  some  efforts  to  Improve  tlieir  situation,  but  ft 
will  require  much  more  before  they  will  be  able  to  ship  tlieir  meat  In  competition 
with  tho  rest  of  the  world. 

Para  posses-ses  large  areas  of  laud  suitable  for  cattle  raLshig,  ns  do  llie  States 
of  Maranlmo,  Ceara,  and  I'lauhy.  Tlie  last  two  mentioned  States  have  beeb 
large  shippers  of  hides,  which  would  indicate  that  their  stocks  of  cattle  have 
been  and  are  now  very  large. 

There  are  no  statistics  to  show  the  number  of  cattle  In  the  different  States, 
but  I  am  told  that  we  have  on  the  Island  of  Marajo  alone  some  350,000  bold. 
Ah  yet  nothing  has  been  done  toward  establishing  slaughterhouses  or  refrigera- 
tion plants  fitr  foreign  shipments. 
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Heed  Strong  ForeigTi  Demand  and  Increased  Capital. 

While  some  attempts  have  been  made  to  Improve  the  breed  of  cattle,  I  doubt 
If  sufRfieiit  has  tieen  accomplished  to  give  the  result  a  definite  name  or  grade. 
In  the  Stnte  of  Piauhy  they  have  what  Is  known  as  the  "  Carncfi " — a  breed  of 
cattle  closely  resemhlinK  the  Herefonis,  which  could  by  the  introduction  of  new 
bIcMtd  be  quickly  brouifht  up  to  a  point  where  It  would  compare  favorably  with 
anytbln);  pro<luceU  In  Brazil.  The  chief  necpsslty  at  present  Is  a  strong  foreign 
demand  backed  up  by  sudlclent  capital  to  erect  the  nec-essary  plants,  etc. 

From  the  consul  at  Bahia,  Mr.  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  figures  were  re- 
ceived showing  a  census  of  2,683,000  neat  cattle  in  the  State  of  Bahia 
and  269,000  neat' cattle  in  the  State  of  Sergipe.  The  consul  reports 
that  the  majority  of  the  cattle  in  his  district  is  of  native  stock,  al- 
though a  considerable  amount  of  crossbreeding  has  been  done  with 
zebu  stock  from  India  and,  to  a  small  extent,  with  some  Dutch  cattle 
(probably  a  variety  of  Holstein)  called  here  "tourino."  Excepting 
for  the  introduction  of  the  zebu  and  tourino  strains,  few  experiments 
in  bringing  in  foreign  breeds  have  been  made.  The  consul  further 
states: 
HelatlTe  Value  of  Breeds  In  Dispnte. 

There  is  much  difference  of  opinion  concerning  the  value  of  the  zebu  blood, 
but  most  raisers  concur  In  testlfylnp  that  cattle  having  It  grow  more  rapidly 
than  the  Indigenous  stock,  that  they  resist  disease  and  the  effects  of  drought 
niocb  better,  an<I  can  be  driven  longer  distances  witb  less  loss  In  weight.  On 
tlie  other  hand,  they  are  considerably  smaller  milk  and  meat  producers,  and 
some  raisers  hold  that  the  stock  tends  to  degenerate  here  In  two  or  three  gen- 
erations and  must  be  renewed  by  constantly  importing  pure-blooded  bulls  from 
elsewhere  in  Brazil  or  from  India. 

There  is  no  cattle  Industry,  properly  so-called,  here,  for  though  practically  all 
farmers  maintain  a  certain  nunibci'  of  animals,  it  is  said  that  there  are  pmbably 
not  15  or  20  individuals  owning  a  thousand  head  or  ifaore  In  the  whole  State. 

The  grazing  country  is  practically  all  open  ninge,  on  which  cuttle  are  branded 
and  tume<l  out  as  In  the  United  States.  Many  farmers  plant  a  small  amount 
of  pasture  \vlth  a  variety  of  guinea  grass  ami  fence  the  land  so  planted.  Alfalfa 
is  not  grown  here,  as  In  the  Plate,  and  animals  receive  no  food  whatever  except 
what  they  find  by  grazing. 

Advantages  of  the  Bahia  District. 

Tliere  Is  every  reason  why  the  Bahia  consular  district  should  be  a  great  qattle 
country,  were  It  not  for  the  recurrence  of  devastating  droughts.  There  Is 
plenty  of  land  here,  so  cheap  in  many  places  as  to  have  practically  no  value 
placed  upon  It;  a  very  healthful  climate,  and  comparatively  little  cattle  disease. 

Another  dltticulty,  but  only  a  temoprary  one  which  will  diminish  with  the 
pn>gress  of  railway  building,  is  the  lack  of  means  of  transporting  cattle  from 
the  Interior  to  the  coast.  The  principal  slaughterer  of  beef  at  the  port  of 
Bahia,  wlio  kills  about  4,.50O  out  of  the  0,000  head  used  here  monthly,  owns 
a  succession  of  small  ranches  between  this  and  the  grazing  lands  of  the  Inferior, 
by  means  of  which  he  brings  his  animals  here  In  stages,  allowing  them  to 
recui>erate  at  each  place  before  driving  them  on  to  the  next. 

The  State  of  Piauhy  pro<luces  better  and  larger  cattle  than  any  other  In 
the  north,  ami  It  Is  much  less  subject  to  severe  droughts.  It  Is  very  sparsely 
populated,  liowovcr,  Jintl  ilic  Interior  country  distant  from  the  SSo  Francisco 
and  Parnnli.vba  Rivers  enlirely  lacks  means  of  transportation.  No  statistics 
are  available  as  to  the  numlM'i  of  cattle  the  State  contains. 

It  is  Iwlicvefl  that  there  fire  no  meat-packing  plants  north  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
In  Brazil,  with  the  exception  of  one  at  Pari  owned  by  the  Companhia  do 
Porto  do  Parfi.  No  attempt  to  establish  one  has  ever  been  made  in  the  Bahia 
consular  district. 

Beport  by  minister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce. 

A  recent  report  made  by  the  Brazilian  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Industry,  and  Commerce,  f)r.  Jose  Riifino  Bezerra  Cavalcanti,  takes 
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lip  the  subject  of  the  cattle  industry.  He  states  that  Brazilian 
breeders  in  generdl  have  been  convinced  of  the  vaUie  of  selection  in 
cattle  raising  and  are  well  aware  of  the  necessity  of  improving  their 
stock  througli  the  medium  uf  good  stud  animals.  He  finds  that  the 
only  problems  to  be  discussed  to-day  in  the  matter  are  the  best  ways 
and  means  of  convincing  the  rural  population  as  to  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  i)rcparing  their  pasture  and  of  selecting  wisely  the  t3T)e  under 
which  they  shall  breed,  and,  finally,  as  to  the  system  which  the 
(loverument  should  adopt  in  order  to  accelerate  as  much  as  possible 
the  general  interest  in  cattle  raising. 

Dr.  Cavalcanti  reconunends  that  the  department  of  which  he  is  at 
the  head  should  itself  import  the  greatest  possible  number  of  stud 
animals  and  sell  them  at  low  prices,  even  though  at  some  loss,  to  such 
States  and  municipalities  as  desire  them  for  their  ranches  and  breed- 
ing stations.  With  the  idea  of  stocking  the  farms  and  breeding  sta- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  In- 
dustry, and  Commerce  has  already  purchased  both  native  and  foreign 
stud  animals  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  (United  States  currency) 
within  the  past  siJx  months,  and  those  purchases  would  have  been 
much  more  extensive  were  it  not  for  the  high  ocean  freights. 

Fropoiei  Breeding  Vanu  la  Bach  State. 

Brazil  wmild  have  everything  to  gain,  Minister  ('avalcanti  thinks, 
from  the  installation  of  modest  brewing  farms  in  each  State. 

The  cattle-industry  conference  is  to  be  held  on  May  13, 1917,  under 
the  direction  of  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture.  By  that  time 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  hopes  to  present  the  figures  which  are 
now  being  gathered  to  show  a  complete  census  of  the  cattle  of  the 
country.  A  brilliant  future  is  in  store  for  the  Brazilian  cattle  in- 
dustry— an  industry  that  must  inevitably  bulk  largely  in  the  Re- 
?ublic's  future  exports,  besides  curtailing  the  imports  of  foodstufib 
rom  abroad.  That  the  movement  is  promising  is  indicated  by  the 
record  of  meat  exports  in  the  past  two  years,  amounting  to  $1,503,655 
(United  States  currency)  in  1915  and  "to  $2,324,052  m  1916. 

[A  report  euUtled  "Brazilian  cattle  rulKin);  nixl  l>oc.t  exports"  was  pub- 
lished in  OouuKBCB  BspoBTs  for  July  10,  lliUi.l 


SOUTH  APSICAH  STEEL  WOBXS  TO  BE  ENLABOED. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Journal  publislie<l  in  its  Septemlier  28  issue 
the  following  details  regarding  the  enlargement  of  the  steel  works  at 
Vereeniging,  Transvaal,  South  Africa: 

The  small  steol  fiimnce  which  has  done  service  In  the  pa^t  Is  l>ciug  replaced 
by  n  larger  one.  Into  the  construction  of  which  has  fntt^nnl  locally  made  mag- 
netite and  slUea  bricks,  products  which.  It  is  stated,  are  d«!stluo«i  to  displace 
the  Imported  articles.  The  furnace,  of  the  latest  open-hcarlh  type.  Is  supplied 
witli  a  chromo-ore  hearth  from  Hhodeslan  material.  All  castings  for  tlte  fnr- 
nnces  are  made  on  the  spot,  only  the  valves  and  chains  being  imported.  Nothing 
bnt  local  bituminous  coal  is  used  to  supply  the  gas  required  to  melt  the  charges 
of  steel.  The  latest  type  of  Dibley  valve  Is  employed,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  new  furnace  will  turn  out  1,000  tons  of  steel  a  month,  while  the  original 
small  plant  could  pro<luco  only  half  that  amount. 

At  present  the  Ven-eulglnR  foundry  Is  working  on  "  scrap."  but  It  Is  claimed 
tliat  witlihi  a  few  miles  of  ihe  foundry  He  dcixwlls  of  high-class  U-on  ore. 
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TOHAHITESBUItG  XnTNICIFAL  IMFEOVEMENTS. 

ICoDKDl  Edwin  N.  Gansaulus,  Johannesburg,  Sonth  Africa,  Aug.  23.] 

An  interesting  pamphlet,  recently  published  by  the  Johannesburg 
municipality,  is  that  containing  the  annual  reports  of  the  town  engi- 
neer for  the  two  years  ended  June  30,  1914  and  1915.  From  these 
reports  it  is  found  that  withm  the  Johannesburg  mimicipal  area 
there  are  111  townships,  which  comprise  74,792  stands  or  plots,  and 
embrace  684.72  miles  of  streets  and  roads.  The  area  controlled  by 
the  municipal  council  is  81.75  square  miles,  the  moan  radius  of  the 
municipal  boundary  being  about  5.1  miles  from  the  general  post 
office. 

During  1914,  10.8  miles  of  roadways  were  constructed,  29  miles 
were  remetalled,  87,048  square  yards  were  formed,  and  1,045,496 
square  yards  were  tarred.  For  the  year  1915,  32.37  miles  of  road- 
ways were  remetalled,  960,979  square  yards  were  tarred,  and  27,672 
square  yards  of  tar-macadam  work  were  completed.  The  council 
maintains  a  stone-breaking  plant  on  one  of  the  near-by  mines,  which 
provides  most  of  the  crushed  stone  used  in  ordinary  road  construc- 
tion. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  buildings,  used  for  public  assemblies, 
churches,  and  places  of  entertainment,  are  contained  within  the 
municipality,  and  each  of  these  is  inspected  yearly  to  sec  that  it  com- 
plies with  municipal  regulations.  There  are  in  the  municipal  area 
6  theaters,  25  bioscopes,  and  143  churches,  the  remainder  being  of  a 
miscellaneous  character. 
'Bui3Mng  Openttions — Sewenire  Work. 

Building  operations  for  the  year  1915  were  greatly  restricted, 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  For  the  first  few  months  the  de- 
crease amounted  to  75  per  cent,  but  later  there  was  a  gradual  re- 
covery, and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  usual  amoimt  of  work  had 
practically  been  reached.  Dwellings  were  erected  in  large  numbers 
and  numeroas  public  improvements  were  also  made.  Many  new  dis- 
tricts in  outlying  parts  of  the  city  have  been  the  scene  of  active  build- 
ing operations.  The  tendency  is  for  better  and  more  comfortable 
buildings.  The  report  states  that  there  is  every  indication  that  the 
succeeding  year  will  show  considerable  improvement  on  the  year 
under  review,  and  this  view  has  been  confirmed. 

The  number  of  buildings  erected  in  1915  was  3,799,  as  compared 
with  5,665  in  the  previous  year.  Among  the  new  public  buildings 
completed  during  the  year  was  the  handsome  new  art  gallery,  now 
occupied,  which  was  erected  in  Joubert  Park  at  a  cost  of  about 
$237,000.  Other  municipal  buildings  completed  include  new  native 
compounds  and  stables  for  the  sanitary  department  and  several  elec- 
tric substations.  Amraig  municipal  enterprises  immediately  con- 
templated may  be  mentioned  a  refrigerating  and  ice-makjng  plant 
and  a  by-products  plant  in  connection  with  the  municipal  abattoirs. 

Work  has  been  vigorously  pushed  on  the  new  sewerage  system  for 
the  city,  which  is  being  constructed  at  a  total  cost  of  over  $3,000,000, 
and  which  is  designed  to  serve  a  population  of  312,000,  a  sewage  dis- 
posal plant  being  part  of  the  improvement.  The  total  length  of 
seWers  and  storm-water  drains  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  (June 
30, 1915)  was  90  and  51|  miles,  respectively. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSULAR  OmCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  Amei'icnn  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  con'espondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam*. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
veime. 


Address. 


Leonard,  Walter  A 

Osborne,  Jolm  Ball 

Pike,  wilUamJ 

Armstrong,  Jolm  S , 

Orooey,  Wllbar  T.a . . . . , 
Donaldson,  Chester , 

Clum,  Harold  P 

Chamberlin,  Oeorge  E.k. 
Spahr,  Herman  L.c 

Winslow,  Edward  D..., 


Colombo,  Ceylon 

Havre,  France 

St.  OaU,  Switzerland.. 

Bristol,  England 

8erUle,BpAi 

Port  Llmon,  Cesta 
Rica. 

Calzar;,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Oeargetown,  Ouiana.. 

Moutevldej,  Uruguay. 


Oct.  14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 


Oct.  30 
Not.  35 


Nov.  18 


Cv.penhagen,  Denmark 


Dec  II 


Essex,  Iowa. 

Department  of  State,  Washinglffli,  D.C 

Do. 
1300  Kiitaw  Plae^  Baltimore,  Md. 
Deinrtment  of  Btiite,  Wa.ihiiigton,  D,  0. 
31  Bmoo  .V venue,  Ytmkers,  NTY. 

Saugerties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y, 


C/o  Distriot  Office,  Bnmn  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commorce,  lioom  400, 
Cnstombouse,  New  York  City. 

C/o  Dbtrlct  umoe,  Buroati  oC  Forvign 
and  Domestic  Conuaorce,  SM  Fedcnd 
Building,  Chicago,  111. 


■  Mr.  Oracey  wlU  be  glad  to  bare  conferences  with  American  exporters  In  enstem  cttle* 
Interested  is  the  Spanish  trade  during  his  visit  In  the  United  Statns. 

•  Mr.  Cbamberlln  expects  to  arrive  Ui  Now  York  between  Octotwr  8  and  14,  and  he  win 
be  elad  to  arrange  for  aiqmlntmeots  with  buslneaii  housies  in  New  York  and  Boston 
desiring  Information  concerting  trade  conditions  In  his  district.  Ills  addrpsn  until  the 
day  of  his  arrival  will  be  In  care  of  the  Hotel  Martinique.  Broadway  and  Thirty-third 
Street,  New  York,  and  thereafter  In  care  of  the  Department  of  State,  WmOiluiirtoD,  D.  C 

'  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
confer  with  those  interested  in  the  Cruguayan  trade. 


Klueral  Deposits  in  Eastern  Nevada. 

Twenty-nine  mining  districts  in  ea.stem  Nevada  are  described  in  a 
report  recently  issued  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  as 
Bulletin  648,  "Notes  on  Some  Mining  Districts  in  Eastern  Nevada." 
They  are  widely  scattered  through  an  area  extending  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  to  the  extreme  southern  part,  in  south- 
eastern  Clark  County.  Not  much  has  heretofore  been  known  about 
the  geologic  features  of  the  ore  deposits  in  these  districts,  because 
they  are  relatively  inaccessible  or  undeveloped.  Silver,  lead,  cojp- 
per,  and  gold  are  the  principal  metals  found,  but  tungsten  and  bis- 
muth also  are  known  to  occur.  Valuable  ore  bodies  have  been  found 
as  recently  as  1911. 

Trade  Extension  by  Peruvian  Branch  of  American  Bank. 

Manufacturers  in  the  United  States  have  been  invited  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Bank  of  the  America.s,  Inc.,  to  send  catalogues  and  other 
pnnted  matter  to  its  branch  at  Lima,  Peru,  to  be  used  for  trade* 
extension  purposes  in  that  country.  Such  material  will  be  carefully 
arranged  and  made  easy  of  access  to  the  business  m^i  there.  The 
branch  mentioned  has  $1,000,000  separate  capital.  It  sitould  be  ad- 
dressed as  Banco  Mercantil  Americano  del  Perd  at  Lima. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOR  GOVEBHIIEIIT  ST77FIIES  AHS  COHSTSUCTION. 

[CorreBpondence  sbould  he  direct  witb  tb«  o<Bc«s  namod,  and  apeclflcatlonH  can  naually 
be  obtained  at  the  polDta  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
fonned.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  tney 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calllni;  for 
fDtore  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Botpital  supplies.  No.  3676. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Me<lical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Array,  54,3  Greenwlcli  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  October  27.  1916.  (or  furnishing  one  compressed  air  apparatus,  chloride 
of  silver  electric  apparatus,  metal  applicators  for  throat,  cook  aprons,  hand 
atomizers,  bnndap:es.  basins  for  sponges,  betl  cradles,  bedpans,  be<lstei>ds, 
call  bells,  coffee  boilers,  bottles,  bowls,  brooms,  dental  cases,  chairs,  clocks, 
eye  shades,  etc.  Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Poit-ogh'e  construction.  No.  3677. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  i-eceived  at  the  Su- 
perrising  Architect's  Office.  Treasury  Department,  WashinRton,  D.  C,  until 
November  14,  1916.  for  the  construction  of  the  post  ofllce  at  Media.  Pa. 
Drawings, and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the 
site  at  Media.  Pa.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Iron  pipor  No.  3678. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  LlRhthouse  In- 
speirtor.  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  the  purchase  of  500  lengths  of  cast-Iron  water 
pipe.  16  inches  Inside  diameter.  Further  information  wil'  be  furoisbed  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Qvni,  No.  3679. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  of 
Ordinance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  25.  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  constractor's  works,  tw)  16-Inch 
guns.  Model  B,  with  and  without  breech  mechanisms,  no  spare  parts  or 
acreesortes  Included.  Drawings  and  specifications  will  be  furnished  on 
application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Qasoline,  No.  3680. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Gen- 
CTol  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  23.  1916.  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on  dock 
at  either  Colon.  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports),  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  55one)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  ga.sollne  during  the  fiscal 
year  1917.     (Refer  to  circular  No.  1087.) 

Cottage  construction.  No.  3681. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
Indian  Affairs.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
30,  1916,  for  furnishing  material  ond  labor  for  the  con.'struction  of  a  frame 
cottage  at  Springfield.  S.  Dak.  Plans,  specifications,  and  instructions  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Post-offlce  construction.  No.  3682. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Diepartment,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  22,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office 
at  Franklin.  Va.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  oppli- 
catloD  to  the  custodian  of  site  at  Franklin,  Va.,  or  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Tko  colliers.  No.  3683. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelve<l  at  the  office  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Purchasing  Officer  of  Tlie  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  De- 
cember 1,  1916.  for  furnishing,  free  of  all  charges,  at  a  port  in  the  United 
States,  or  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  I'ort  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  two  colliers  of  12,000  tons  cargo 
capacity.     (Circular  No.  1088.) 

Roof  construction.  No.  3684. — Sealed  i)roiK»sals  will  be  recelvetl  at  tlie  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks.  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  November 
13.  1916.  for  n  new  roof,  with  monitor  and  skylights,  on  building  No.  58, 
navy  yord.  Puget  Sound,  Wash.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington,  D.  C,  or 
to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Puget  Sound,  Wash. 

Uetal  vault  shelving.  No.  3685. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  6,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  metal  vault  shelving  for 
buildings  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department,  In  nccordimce 
with  drawings  and  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  office. 
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FOBEIGN  T&ADE  OPPOBimriTIES. 

BcHprvrd  nddr<<xfeK  may  Ih>  olilninod  from  the  Bnrean  and  iU  diatrtrt  oUcea.    Itrquest 
fur  each  opimrt unity  Hlioiild  lie  on  n  Kppnratp  sbcet  tind  Mtnte  oiiiiortanitr  nnatbinr. 

The  Bnrean  dui'N  aot  fiirninli  crt-dlt  rHtlnKM  or  nsKOmc  rpHpoDKiblllty  lis  tu  tUc  staDdlDg 
of  furel)ni  Inquirers;  thu  usual  pr<'CttullonH  Hliouid  be  tHktn  in  all  cuses. 

Macbliicrii,  No.  22675. — ^Tlm  Bureau  ts  In  rpcoipt  of  a  letter  from  n  man  in 
Porto  Kieo  who  desires  to  l»e  placed  in  comrannicatlon  with  American 
nianufaoturers  of  intichlnery  for  paper  mills.  He  contemplates  establish' 
ing  n  factory  for  manufacturing  paper  and  Jute  bags. 

Maehincru,  No.  2267C. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  tliat  a 
Ann  in  Ills  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  nanubic- 
turers  of  machinery  for  the  production  of  citric  acid,  citrates,  and  tartaric 
acid. 

Oeneral  rcprc.»cHtation,  No.  22C77. — A  comraLssion  agent  in  Holland  Infonns  the 
Ilureau  tliat  he  desires  to  represent  Anierican  manufacturers  for  the  sale 
of  textiles,  rubber  goods,  canned  goods,  cotton,  cotton  seed,  cottOK  yarns, 
and  raw  materials.    Reference. 

ilacliineni,  No.  22(578. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  lafocms  the 
Bureau  that  a  cotton  milling  company  in  his  district  will  sitortly  iHstall  a 
plant  for  making  gas  from  wood  for  which  machinery  will  be  M^uired. 
The  gas  is  to  be  used  as  fuel  throughout  the  cotton  milL 

Indigo,  No.  22079. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  India  writes  the  Bureau 
requesting  that  it  bo  placed  In  coinnninlcntiou  with  American  'ttrms  in- 
terested in  the  Imiiortatlou  of  indigo. 

Pipes,  No.  22680. — ^A  man  In  Canada  writes  the  Bureau  of  his  desire  to  rt^re- 
sent  in  that  country  American  manufaciuivrs  and  exportera  of  pipes.  He 
desires  to  represent  manufacturers  who  at  present  iiavo  no  ageudes  in 
Canada. 

Disinfcctanis,  etc.,  No.  22681. — A  firm  In  Colombia  is  in  the  marlcet  for  absorb- 
ent cotton,  disinfectants,  and  articles  made  of  rnbl>er. 

Paper,  No.  22682. — A  business  num  In  Cuba  Informs  a  special  agent  of  the 
Bureau  that  he  would  like  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paiier,  with  a  view  to 
r€5>re8entlng  them  in  that  country.    Keferences. 

Coffee  machinery.  No.  22683. — The  Bureau  Is  In  re<'elpt  of  a  letter  from  a  man 
in  British  Guiana  who  desires  Illustrated  catalogues  of  machinery  sultaMe 
for  treating  coffee,  such  as  pulpers  and  bullers,  and  kerosene  motors  of 
4  to  5  horsepower.    Full  particulars  as  to  terms,  etc.,  are  desired. 

Carnauha  tcate.  No.  226S4. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  writes  tliat 
a  firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American 
inannfactur(>rs  and  exporters  of  camauba  wax.  Samples  are  desired,  and 
prices  should  be  quoted  either  t.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  Italian  pork 
Oorresiwudeuce  in  English. 

Biectrical  tupplieii,  No.  22685. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm  In  Norway 
desires  to  cuter  into  commercial  relatioas  with  American  manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  electric  lamps  and  electrical  appliances.    Reference. 
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KBW  TOBK:  Bmnb  4M,  GuteakMW. 

BOKTOXt  IMl  CastoakMM. 

CMICidO:  S04  lft*enl  BalWag. 

Sr.  LOUIS:  tot  Third  Nittoaal  Bank  BalMlng. 

ATLAKTAi  GSl  PMt  0«e«  Balldlag. 
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COOPEBATITK  OFTICBS. 

CLBrSUHVi  Ckaaket  af  Gaauuiee. 
CINCINXATIs  CkaakaT  af  Ctwuunt. 
riNCIXNATIi  C  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Oa. 
LOS  ANOELBSt  OuHker  af  CauMiw*.      ■ 
PHIUBBLPHIAi  Ckaaker  at  C*mmmt. 
CHATTAXOOflAs  SaaU  Aatrlean  Agrat,  Saatbt 

am  By.  Ca. 
POKTLAKD,  OKEfl.1  Ckaiikar  of  Garaarta. 
UAVTO.N:  «rrtt«r  DayUn  AiMcUUaa. 

WAsuiNcTON :  GovcksruBNX  .•■(NTixc  OFSice::  t*tt 
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IMFOKTATION  OF  FAPES  INTO  TJNITED  EZNGDOU. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Oct.  12.1 

Regulation  issued  whereby  imports  of  paper  for  four  months, 
November-February,  inclusive,  will  be  reduced  by  one-half  instead 
of  by  one-third  as  heretofore.  For  purposes  of  this  regulation  paper 
includes  paper,  cardboard,  strawboard,  pasteboard,  mill  pulp  board, 
manufactures  of  paper  and  cardboard,  such  as  printed  forms, 
■writing  paper,  calendars,  show  cards,  posters,  labels,  color  and 
lithographic  printing  (other  than  in  book  fonn),  catalogues  and 
price  lists  printed  for  persons  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  periodical 
publications  exceeding  16  pages  imported  otherwise  than  in  single 
copies  by  post. 
Zmpmrtatioii  of  Mixed  Sillc  Hosiery. 

Special  decision  on  prohibition  to  import  cotton  hosiery  provides 
that  hosiery  of  mixed  silk  and  cotton  would  be  considered  prohibited 
if  cotton  was  at  least  50  per  cent  of  weight  of  fabric.  As  to  hosiery 
of  cotton  and  artificial  silk,  decision  would  depend  on  raw  material 
from  which  artificial  silk  was  made.  Artificial  silk  made  from  wood 
or  ramie  would  not  be  prohibited  if  c<Hitent  of  cotton  was  less  than 
50  per  cent. 

[The  British  restrictions  on  imports  of  paper  were  fully  described  in  Com- 
MKBCE  Reports  for  Apr.  22,  1916, .  and  a  notice  regarding  manufnctures  of 
mixed  sillc  and  cotton  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  12,  1916.] 


CUBA'S  1915-16  SUGAB  HABVEST  COlffPIETED. 

In  the  October  11th  issue  of  Willett  &  Gray's  Weekly  Statistical 
Sugar  Trade  Journal  appears  the  following  item  relative  to  Cuba's 
1915-16  sugar  harvest : 

The  lost  central  working,  the  "Santa  Lncia,"  has  finished  grinding  and  the 
hjirvesting  of  the  1915-16  Cuba  crop  Is  now  over.  The  dates  of  finishing  the 
last  five  Cnljan  campaigns  were:  1911-12,  October  23,  1912;  1912-13,  October  22, 
1918;  iai»-14,  September  18,  1914;  1914-15,  November  8,  1915;  1915-16,  October 
9,  isi.6.  According  to  a  special  cable  received  from  Messrs.  Ouma-Mejer,  the 
Jlnal  onttnm  of  the  1915-16  Cuba  crop  was  3,007,915  tons,  against  2,592,007 
tons  for  the  prcce<Ung  crop. 
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GEHEEAI  TIDE  TABLES  POE  1917  PITBUSHED. 

General  tide  tables  for  1917  have  been  published  as  Serial  No.  42 
by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The  volume  con- 
tains 488  pages,  with  13  diagrams,  and  as  in  other  years  since  18S»6 
the  entire  maritime  world  is  covered,  with  full  predictions  for  all 
tides  at  selected  ports  and  tidal  differences  for  3,(M)0  stations.  Sint-e 
1912  the  predictions  have  been  made  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  tide-predicting  machine  No.  2. 

Several  changes  have  been  introduced  this  year  with  the  purpose 
of  rendering  the  tables  simpler  and  more  easily  understood  and 
hence  more  serviceable  to  mariners.  The  tables  have  been  made  of 
octavo  size,  a  reduction  of  approximately  one  inch  in  width  and 
height.  The  time  used  is  now  given  as  a.  m.  and  p.  m.,  with  the" 
latter  printed  in  heavy-faced  type.  For  the  preceding  21  years  the 
time  in  these  tables  was  reckoned  from  midnight  to  midnight  with- 
out any  break  at  noon. 

Full  tide  predictions  are  given  for  seven  additional  ports — East- 
port,  Me.;  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Delaware  Breakwater.  Del.  (using  differ- 
ences from  Sandy  Hook) ;  Humboldt  Bay,  Cal. ;  and  Juneau,  Seldovia, 
and  Apokak,  Alaska — making  a  total  of  78  ports  for  which  the  high 
and  low  waters  are  predicted.  A  new  and  more  convenient  table  for 
obtaining  the  height  of  the  tide  at  any  time  has  been  introduced. 
Tablet  of  Koonrlse  and  Xoonset. 

Tables  of  moonrise  and  moonset  have  been  included  for  the  first 
time  for  the  seven  following  stations:  Boston,  Mass.,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  (reckoned  as  one 
station),  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Savannah,  Ga.  (reckoned  as  one 
station),  Galveston,  Tex.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Seattle,  Wash. 
A  table  of  the  moon's  phases,  perigee,  apogee,  greatest  north  and 
south  and  zero  declination,  has  been  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
occurrence. 

The  tidal  data  for  1917  appear  in  three  forms — General  Tide 
Tables,  price  50  cents;  Atlantic  Coast  Tide  Tables,  price  10  cents; 
Pacific  Coast  Tide  Tables,  price  10  cents.  A  list  of  agencies  of  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  may  be  found  in  the  first  number  for 
each  month  of  the  Notice  to  Mariners,  which  is  published  weekly  by 
the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  and  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 


BBEEBING  OF  FBESH-WATEB  MUSSELS  SUCCESSFTTL. 

The  first  successful  attempt  to  secure  the  breeding  of  mussels  under 
control  has  been  reported  from  the  Fairport,  Iowa,  station  of  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  This  has  been  accomplished 
after  many  trials  had  been  made  by  various  methods.  During 
August,  1916,  eggs  were  produced  and  larval  mussels  or  glochidia 
obtained  from  Lake  Pepin  muckets  {Lampnilh  luteofa)  held  in  a 
flouting  crate.  Glochidia  were  taken  from  the  gravid  mussels  and 
an  implantation  upon  fish  was  obtained.  These  passed  through  the 
metamorphosis  in  less  than  20  days  and  developed  into  juvenile 
mussels.  As  the  parent  mussels  were  reared  from  artificially  in- 
fected fish,  these  juvenile  mussels  represent  the  second  generation 
reared  in  captivity. 
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SALE  OF  GOVEBNMEin  FTTSS. 

At  a  recent  public  auction  of  furs  in  St.  Louis,  1,900  dressed  and 
dyed  sealskins  were  sold  on  Government  account.  These  were  the 
first  products  of  the  newly  established  plant  at  St.  Louis.  There 
were  also  420  blue  fox  skins  and  20  white  fox  skins  from  the  Pribi- 
lof  Islands.  These  fui-s  were  part  of  a  very  large  quantity  of  mis- 
cellaneous skins  flora  all  parts  of  the  world  oflFered  by  Funsten  Bros. 
&  Co.,  and  the  sale  attracted  buyers  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  fi'om  five  foreign  countries. 

The  trade  classifications  of  tlje  sealskins,  following  the  London 
standard,  were:  Middlings,  2;  middlings  and  smalls,  27;  smalls, 
151;  large  pups,  6'10;  middling  pups,  900;  small  pups,  180.  The 
skins  wei'e  from  male  seals,  mostly  3  years  old,  and  none  less  than  2 
years  old. 

The  prices  received  ranged  from  $35  to  $51  per  skin  and  the  gross 
proceeds  were  $74,530.  Tiiese  figures,  considering  the  small  number 
of  skins  offered  for  sale  and  the  light  demand  owing  to  the  practical 
absence  of  sealskins  from  the  markets  in  recent  years,  are  regarded 
as  satisfactory. 

In  the  sale  of  fox  skins,  no  such  record  prices  were  obtained  as  in 
1915.  The  best  lots  of  blue  foxes  brought  $113,  $125,  $128,  and  $135 
per  skin,  the  average  being  $48.20.  The  white  foxes  sold  for  $14.25 
per  skin.  The  Government's  gross  receipts  from  fox  skins  aggre- 
gated $20,527. 
Xaiiaieratiom  ot  Alaskan  Seal  Herd. 

Following  the  actual  enumeration  of  certain  elements  of  the  seal 
herd  resorting  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1916,  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  made  a  tentative  estimate  of  the  other  com- 
ponents of  the  herd,  based  on  partial  counts  and  on  an  assumed 
natural  mortality,  employing  the  same  factors  as  were  used  last 
year.  The  computation  is  as  follows:  Breeding  females,  116,977; 
pups,  116,977;  harem  bulls,  3,500;  idle  bulls,  2,632;  yearlings,  both 
sexes,  67,291;  two-year-olds,  both  sexes,  48,460;  bachelors  and  young 
bulls,  61,492;  total,  417,329.  The  last  three  figures  are  subject  to 
revision  after  a  more  careful  study  of  the  data  on  branded  seals  and 
other  records.    The  total  figures  for  1915  were  363,872. 

STUDY  OF  DEXTROSE  AT  BUBEAU  OF  STAITOABDS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  just  published  » 
ireport,  "Scientific  Paper  No.  293,"  which  treats  of  the  saccharimetric 
normal  weight  and  the  specific  rotation  of  dextrose. 

The  essential  constituent  of  glucose  is  a  sugar  which  is  called 
dextrose  or  dextro-glucose.  This  when  pui-e  is  a  white  crystalline 
substance  which  may  be  analyzed  in  much  the  same  manner  as  cane 
sugar  on  the-polarscope  if  it  is  once  known  how  much  dextrose  is 
required  to  give  a  reading  of  "  100  "  on  the  scale  of  the  instrument. 
The  bur«au  finds  that  32.231  grams  of  pure  dextrose  will  read  "  100 
per  cent "  on  the  polarimeter.  The  percentage  of  dextrose  present 
in  any  Kimple  can  then  be  read  directly.  The  paper  gives  data  for 
correcting  the  readings  so  as  to  give  the  most  accurate  results. 

For  many  purposes  it  is  useful  to  know  the  rotary  effect  of  dextrose 
upon  polanzed  light  of  a  single  pure  color.  This  was  investigated 
add  was  stated  for  green  light  emitted  by  the  mercury  d  b*^GoOQle 
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COHHEBCIAL  ITEMS  FSOK  IfEW  ZEAIAIH). 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland.  Sept.  1.] 
ICanufactnre  of  Agrlcnltnral  Implements. 

There  are  19  works  manufacturing  agricultural  implements  in  New 
Zealand,  giving  employment  to  646  hands,  with  an  annual  output 
valued  at  $921,983.  The  agricultural  machinery  manufactured  in 
this  county  consists  largely  of  smaller  machinery,  plows,  harrows, 
etc.  Such  machinery  as  traction  engines,  threshing  machines,  mow- 
ers,  and  reapers  are  imported.  Agricultural  machinery  enters  free 
of  duty  from  ail  countries  save  the  war  tax  of  1  per  cent.  The 
imports  of  spades,  shovels,  and  forks  in  1914  amounted  to  $^7,\M, 
of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $.57,196  and  the  United 
States  $8,473;  chatf  cutters,  turnip  and  other  cutters,  oat  bruisers, 
pnipers,  and  turnip  slicers  and  strippers,  $4,930,  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom  supplied  $4,448  and  the  United  States  $88;  harrows, 
$7'2,170,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $15,821  and  the 
Ilnited  States  $29,238:  plows,  $47,784,  of  which  the  United  King- 
dom supplied  $6,428  and  the  United  States  $26,403. 
Xa&nfaeture  of  Carts,  Wagons,  and  Carriages. 

In  New  !Zealand  there  are  180  shops  and  factories  where  wagons 
and  carriages  are  manufactured,  giving  employment  to  1,436  hands, 
with  an  annual  output  of  about  $1,927,190.  During  1914  there  were 
124  carriages  imported  into  New  Zealand,  of  which  the  United 
States  supplied  44  and  the  United  Kingdom  69,  the  total  value  of  the 
carriages  imported  being  $7,436.  During  the  same  period  there  were 
103  carts,  drays,  and  wagons  imported,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  79  and  the  United  Kingdom  2,  at  the  total  value  of  $11,695. 
The  duty  on  carriages,  carts,  drays,  and  wagons  is  20  per  cent  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  and  10  per  cent  additional 
from  all  other  coimtries,  with  a  special  war  tax  ot  1  per  cent  from  all 
countries. 
Increased  Production  of  Hemp — Output  of  Saddlery. 

There  has  been  quite  an  increased  production  of  New  Zealand 
hemp  {ykormium  tenax)  during  the  past  year.  This  has  been  the 
result  of  the  better  prices  ruling.  The  exports  from  New  Zealand 
for  the  first  five  months  of  1916  amounted  to  11,000  bales  against 
9,227  bales  for  a  similar  period  in  1915.  During  the  12  months 
ended  May  31, 1916,  the  shipments  of  hemp  were  valued  at  $3,628,628. 
A  hale  of  hemp  weighs  448  pounds. 

There  are  117  harness  and  saddle  factories  or  shops  in  New  Zealand 
giving  employment  to  541  perstms  who  receive  wages  to  the  value  of 
$288,257.  The  output  of  these  factories  was  valued  at  $1,072,392  dur- 
ing 1914,  which  really  supplied  the  ti-ade,  as  no  imports  of  completed 
saddlery  or  harness  were  reported  for  that  year.  The  imports  of 
harness  and  saddlery  accessories,  such  as  collar  checks,  saddle  trees, 
saddlers'  hardware  and  materials,  amounted  to  $158,295. 
The  Flooring  Hilling  Industry— Xabblt  Pest. 

There  are  in  New  25ealand  66  flour  mills  employing  424  men  to 
whom  wages  are  paid  to  the  value  of  about  $243,325.  The  approxi- 
mate value  of  the  buildings,  machinery,  etc.,  is  $2,.324,824,  and  the' 
annual  output  about  $8,083,125  per  annum.  The  mills  are  equipped 
with  up-to-date  machinery  and  excellent  flour  is  turned  out.    In  1914 
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fl<Mir  to  the  value  of  $477,569  was  imported,  of  which  Australia  sup- 
plied practically  all. 

The  rabbit  nuisance  has  increased  quite  materially  during  the  last 
few  months  in  New  2icaland  and  has  become  a  troublesome  pest, 
especially  in  the  South  Island.  It  is  thought  that  this  increase  is 
partly  due  to  the  dry  season  of  1914-15.  It  is  proposed  to  attempt 
to  reduce  this  pest  by  the  use  of  pollard  poisoned  with  phosphorus 
distributed  where  the  rabbits  have  their  runs. 
Pilees  for  Sheepshearlng' — Price  of  Dairy  Cattle. 

The  New  Zealand  Sheei)owners'  Federation  has  granted  a  war 
bonus  of  60  cents  i>er  100  sheep  to  sheepshearers,  the  regular  rate 
being  $4.87  per  100  head. 

The  price  of  good  dairy  cattle  in  New  Zealand  has  increased  ma- 
terially during  the  past  year  as  indicated  by  the  following  prices 
realizeid  at  a  sale  of  dairy  stock  about  tlie  1st  of  August.  The  aver- 
age price  for  the  herd  was  $68.10,  while  some  of  the  better  stock 
realized  $82.75  to  $97.35.  Thirteen  heifers  averaged  $43.80  with  a 
top  price  at  $74.20.  This  was  only  an  average  herd,  and  in  some 
cases  dairy  cows  have  sold  as  high  as  $158  per  head. 
Bee  and  Honey  Industry — Scheelite  FrodnotloB. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  there  were  1,753 
apiaries  inspected  in  New  Zealand,  with  34,624  colonies,  and  other 
^leneral  work  carried  out  by  the  New  Zealand  Government  to  assist 
m  the  development  of  this  industry.  There  were  256,480  pounds  of 
honey  graded  by  Government  inspectors  in  the  country.  Official  fig- 
ures show  that  there  were  267,680  pounds  of  honey  exported  during 
the  fiscal  year. 

New  Zealand  has  produced  218  tons  of  scheelite  since  September 
20,  1916,  valued  at  $191,370,  and  it  is  claimed  that  there  are  large 
quantities  of  scheelite  ores  in  New  Zealand  and  in  paying  quantities. 

SECOBD  CEOF  OF  CAITABT  ISLAND  ONION  SEED. 

[CooDuI  George  K.  SUles,  Tcncrtffc,  Aug.  31.) 

The  single  outstanding  export  of  the  Canary  Islands  to  the  United 
States,  onion  seed,  closed  down  its  shipping  season  for  the  year 
1916  on  August  28,  showing  a  record  exportation  for  cebollino  reach- 
ing to  $84,314,  as  compared  with  only  $41,801  for  1915  and  $45,841 
in  1914.  Wliile  a  slight  increase  in  the  value  of  the  crop  was  indi- 
cated in  the  forecast  sent  out  by  this  office  (see  Commerce  Reports 
for  July  20, 1916),  the  gain  of  over  100  per  cent  was  a  surprise  even 
to  dealers  here,  who  found  it  impossible  to  supply  the  entire  demand 
from  the  United  States  for  the  ordinary,  canary-yellow  onion  seed. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  usually  scarcer  and  more  expensive  wax  seed 
gave  an  extra  heavy  crop. 

The  showing  made  by  American  purchases  of  onion  seed  has  had 
a  most  stimulating  effect  on  the  industry  in  these  islands,  and  heavy 
planting  may  be  expected  for  the  1917  crop,  judging  from  the  plans 
now  talked  of  by  the  more  important  growers  here.  With  even  aver- 
age growing  conditions  this  circumstance  may  succeed  in  reducing 
prices  for  next  year  below  the  high  level  obtained  for  the  1916  output. 

The  value  of  the  onions  shipped  to  Porto  Rico  was  $1,189  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  being  $12,245,  as  against  $13,435  for  1915  and 
•nly$f^inl914.    .  Dg.zedbyGoogle 
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WORE  TO  BEGIN  ON  TBANSVAAL  lEBIOATION  SCHEME. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johauneiibarg,  TraDsvoaU  Soatii  Agrlca.  Aug.  29.1 

In  a  previous  report  from  the  Johannesburg  consulate  [see  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Oct.  14,  1914]  mention  was  nwdCe 
of  the  Union  Government's  intention  to  undertake  the  Hartebeest- 
poort  irrigation  scheme  in  the  Trails vaal,  one  of  the  most  ambitious 
of  the  irrigation  projects  3'et  proposed  by  this  Government.  Owing 
to  war  and  other  diHiculties  this  scheme  was  postponed,  but  a  decision 
has  now  been  reached  by  the  Government  to  proceed  forthwith  with 
the  improvement,  the  preliminary  work  of  which  will  be  commenced 
almost  at  once. 

As  before  stated,  this  project  is  one  of  considerable  magnitude. 
The  site  of  the  proposed  dam  is  in  the  Magaliesberg  Range,  about 
20  miles  west  of  Pretoria,  the  object  being  to  construct  a  high  dam 
for  the  conservation  of  the  waters  of  the  Crocodile  and  Magalies 
Rivers  for  the  irrigation  of  land  below  and  for  other  purposes.  Ac- 
cording to  the  original  plans,  the  dam  is  designed  to  store  a  gross 
quantity  of  water  of  5,099.38  million  cubic  feet,  of  which  4,67.5.42 
million  cubic  feet  will  be  the  gross  available  contents  above  outlet- 
sill  level. 

Slmensions  and  Cost. 

The  dam  will  be  constructed  of  concrete  with  an  outer  skin  of 
masonry.  It  will  be  curved  in  plan,  but  no  allowance  is  made  in 
the  design  for  lessening  the  thickness  of  the  wall  due  to  this  curv* 
ing;  the  section  of  the  wall  will  be  a  "gravity"  section — i.  e.,  as  if 
the  plan  of  the  dam  were  straight.  Its  maximum  height  above  river 
bed  will  be  159  feet,  and  above  lowest  foundation  level  approxi- 
mately 199  feet.  The  waste  weir  will  be  situated  on  the  left  flank 
of  the  dam,  and  it  will  be  250  feet  long  on  crest,  with  a  maximum 
depth  of  water  on  it,  when  discharging  high  flood  of  20  feet.  The 
top  of  the  dam  will  be  5  feet  above  the  nighest  flood  level.  The 
whole  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $3,528,000, 
of  which  about  $()0(),000  is  for  the  purchase  of  land.  It  is  thought 
the  dam  will  take  about  four  years  to  build. 

According  to  information  furnished  by  the  Director  of  Irrigation 
the  first  work  to  be  undertaken  will  be  a  road  to  the  dam  site,  tem- 
porary offices  and  buildings,  etc.,  and  then  excavation.  Tenders 
will  be  invited  probably  within  the  ne.Kt  two  or  three  months  for 
such  machinery  as  will  be  required  for  the  construction  of  the  dam, 
full  particulars  concerning  which  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as 
available. 

NEW  COAIrCAERTING  VESSELS  FOE  SPAIN. 

(Consul  Gencial  Carl  Bailt'}'  Ilurst,  liarcrlona,  Sept.  11.1 

Not  long  since  the  Sociedad  de  Altos  Homos  de  Vizcaya,  of  Bilbao, 
Spain,  acquired  three  steamers  at  a  cost  of  over  $1,000,000.  Two 
additional  steamers,  costing  together  $900,000,  have  now  been  added 
to  its  fleet.  All  these  ships  will  be  used  by  the  company  to  transport 
foreign  coal  for  its  own  works  exclusively.  At  the  same  time  this 
company  has  ordered  two  steamers  at  a  cost  of  $.Sf)0,000  each,  which 
are  being;  built  by  the  Sociedad  Eispaiiola  de  Constnicci6n  Naval,  the 
chief  o&ces  of  which  are  at  Calle  Alcal&  18,  Madrid,  Spain. 
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CUBA'S  XBASE  IN  FIATDTO  CABDS. 

(Special  Agent  Robert  S.  Barrett.] 

Cuba's  imports  of  playing  cards  in  the  fiscal  twelvemonth  ended 
June  30, 1916,  reached  a  higher  figure  than  in  any  of  tlie  three  preced- 
ing yeai-s,  being  3,734  gross,  as  against  2,849  gross  in  1914-15,  2,889 
gross  in  1913-14,  and  3,352  gross  in  1812-13.  Of  tliese  cards  approxi- 
mateljr  1,000  gross  came  each  year  fi'om  the  tlnited  States. 

Spain  is  the  largest  expoi-ter  of  cards  to  Cuba,  its  exports  amount- 
ing to  2,500  to  3,000  gross  per  annum.  All  cards  exported  from  Spain 
have  the  Spanisli  faces  and  they  are  in  general  use  all  over  the  island, 
the  American  faces  being  used  in  clubs  where  poker  is  the  principal 
^ame.  There  are  three  grades  of  Spanish  playing  cards  imported 
into  Cuba,  known  as  Sol,  Loba,  and  Heraldo.  Fonnerly  there  was 
a  large  sale  of  the  first  of  tliese,  but  since  the  imposition  of  an  in- 
ternal-revenue tax  of  6  cents  on  each  pack  importations  have  fallen 
off.  They  are  of  the  very  pooi-est  quality,  crudely  lithographed  on  a 
cheap  strawboard.  At  the  present  time  the  imports  are  about  evenly 
divided  between  the  Loba  and  the  Ileraldo,  but  the  latter  board  is 
growing  in  popularity.  The  prices  per  gross  paid  by  the  Hnbana 
exporters  for  these  cards  at  the  factory  in  Spain  are:  Sol,  $1.60; 
Loba,  $5.50;  Heraldo,  $11.56. 

.  The  Spanisli  cards  are  sold  by  traveling  representatives  of  the 
Spanish  factories  who  visit  Cuba  every  two  years.  American  cards 
are  sold  by  representatives  who  visit  Habana  annually.  Merchants 
in  the  interior  are  supplied  by  the  Habana  jobbers. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  playing  cards  In  Hubairn  may  be  obtained  by  n<ldress- 
ing  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CX>mmerce  or  its  district  and  coop- 
orative  offices  and  referring  to  file  No.  1041.] 

INDIAN  KANOO  PLANTS  FOB  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Lnclen  MeinmiDser,  Madras,  Sept  7.] 

A  Shipment  of  45  selected  grafts  of  mango  plants  in  8  varieties 
has  recently  been  made  from  Madras  to  a  horticulturist  in  the  United 
States,  who,  it  is  stated,  will  transplant  the  trees  in  Florida.  The  ex- 
periment is  regarded  with  interest,  as  mangoes  produced  in  India  are 
considered  paiticularly  fine,  the  ripe  fruit  of  the  best  varieties  being 
of  delicate  consistency  and  agreeable  taste.  The  specimens  recently 
dipped  were  selected  with  great  care  with  the  assistance  of  a  botanical 
expert,  and  special  precautions  were  taken  as  regards  packing,  so 
that  the  plants  might  arrive  in  America  in  the  best  condition.  It 
is  believed  that  the  horticulturist  imfiorting  these  plants  intends  to 

f-aft  them  on  Florida  stock  or  else  to  develop  a  special  plantation  of 
ast  Indian  mango  trees  in  the  United  States  in  a  suitable  locality. 
Mangoes  can  be  grown  from  seed,  but  it  is  the  general  belief  that 
seedlings  rarely  produce  fruit  equal  to  the  parents,  and  the  usual 
method  of  propagation  is  by  inarching.  The  stones  are  usually  sown 
at  the  time  the  fruit  is  in  season  and  the  plants  raised  from  them 
are  potted  to  be  grafted  by  inarching  with  desirable  plants.  This  is 
accomplished  in  India  during  the  setting  in  of  the  rains  in  the  second 
year  of  the  growth  of  the  seedling.  At  the  close  of  the  rains  the 
linion  is  usually  complete.  Tlie  two  principal  localities  in  India 
-where  the  finest  fruits  are  said  to  be  produced  are  Mazagon,  at  Bora- 
bay,  and  Malda,  in  Bengal,  n^^r,]^ 
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TBADE  EXTENSION  IN  THE  BOSABIO  SISTSICT. 

(Consul  William  Dawson.  Jr..  Reaario,  Argentina,  Ang.  11.] 

No  figures  are  available  showing  imports  into  the  Rosario  consular 
di.striet  alone.  As  respects  Rosario,  the  returns  showing  imports  by 
countries  are  only  partial.  These  stati.'^tics  were  given  in  supplement 
to  CoMMEKCE  Reports  No.  38a,  July  13,  1916.  The  very  incomplete 
figures  in  question  offer  no  satisfactory  basis  for  a  discussion  of 
American  trade  extension  at  Rosario  and  much  less  in  this  consular 
district.  Tt  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  considerable  quantities 
of  merchandise  ultimately  consumed  in  this  city  and  elsewhere  in 
northern  Argentina  are  entered  at  Buenos  Aires  and  credited  to  that 
port 
Important  DistiibntiiiK  Center. 

High  freight  rates  and  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  have  tended  to 
diminish  the  relative  importance  of  Rosario's  share  of  the  Argentine 
import  trade.  While  the  situation  created  by  the  war  is  distinctly  un- 
favorable to  this  port,  its  importance  as  a  grain  center,  the  com- 
mercial enterprise  and  capacity  of  its  population,  and  the  proximity 
to  considerable  consuming  markets  should,  after  a  return  to  normal 
conditions,  insure  its  progress  as  a  leading  distributing  center  for 
northern  Argentina.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  since  the  war  sev- 
eral American  concerns  or  concerns  handling  chiefly  or  exclusively 
American  products  have  recognized  the  importance  "of  this  mark^ 
by  establishing  branches  at  Rosario. 

American  Ooods  in  Evidence — Kany  Kew  Lines  Handled. 

While  it  is  impossible  to  illustrate  in  figures  the  extent  to  which 
American  trade  has  expanded  in  this  district  since  the  war,  and  par- 
ticularly during  1915,  that  there  has  been  a  notable  increase  ia  ap- 
parent in  many  ways.  Advertisements,  trade-marks,  shop  windows, 
catalogues,  conversations  with  importers,  merchants,  and  consumers, 
all  these  reveal  interest  in  American  products  and  their  invasion  of 
branches  of  trade  which  were  formerly,  practically  speaking,  the  ex- 
clusive domain  of  foivign  competitors.  The  increase  is  more  remark- 
able as  res|)ects  variety  than  quantity,  this  due  to  the  more  limited 
Imml  consumption  as  a  result  of  business  depression  coupled  with 
high  prices  of  imported  merchandise. 

Argentina's  demand  for  foreign  products  covers  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree  almost  all  kinds  of  manufactured  goods,  and  it  would  prove 
impossible  to  enumerate  the  articles  of  American  origin  which,  as  a 
result  of  the  war,  have  found  a  new  or  an  increased  market  in  this 
di.strict. 
Shipplagr  Difflcnlties — Credits. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  the  lack  of  available  shipping 
facilities  and  the  high  freight  rates  have  deprived  American  trade 
of  many  advantages  which  the  P>uro|)ean  war  seemed  to  insure  it, 
but  mannfacturere  and  exporters  in  the  United  States  have  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  greater  trade  opportunities.  TTie  follow- 
ing remarks  are  a  result  of  a  careful  study  based  on  press  comments, 
articles  in  trade  reviews,  and  numerous  conversations  with  lottal 
importers,  some  solicited  by  the  writer  and  others  casual  in  the 
course  of  consular  work : 
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There  aeems  to-  be  a  widespread  impression  among  both  writers 
on  economic  subjects  and  individual  merchants  that  the  so-called 
"American  commercial  invasion "  of  this  market  has  not  been  an 
voqualified  success.  This  is  attributed  laigely  to  the  following 
causes:  Unwillingness  to  meet  local  requirements  and  customs  aa 
respects  credits  and  character  of  goods;  failure  to>get  into  personal 
touch  with  the  market;  and  a  tendency  in  soma  quarters  to  disregard 
contracts. 

Before  the  war  European  exporters  gave  credit  in  some  cases  to 
Sosario  merchants  exceeding  a  year,  and  the  generally  recognized 
terms  of  90  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  goods  were  considered  a 
DKKierate  concession.  Many  shrewd  importers  realize  that  abnor- 
mally long  credits  are  not  sound.  Many  of  the  strongest  firms  are 
glad  to  pay  cash  against  documents  at  Rosario,  provided  they  obtain 
a  discount.  A  great  many  others  will,  if  necessary,  do  busmess  on 
this  basis  in  order  to  secure  merchandise,  although  it  means  that 
they  have  to  order  smaller  quantities.  Only  in  exceptional  cnses^ 
however,  are  importers  prepared  to  remit  with  order,  and  demands 
for  cash  in  advance  creates  an  unfavorable  impression.  Certain 
failures  to  fulfill  contracts  during  recent  months  have  made  "cash 
in  advance  "  particularly  unsatisfactory. 

If  the  American  exporter  demands  cash  in  advance  or  against  docu- 
ments in  the  United  btates  from  a  lack  of  confidence  in  his  Argentine 
customer,  he  should  remember  that  the  Argentine  customer  may  pos- 
sibly consider  himself  just  as  much  entitled  to  mistrust  the  American 
exporter.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  exporter  requires  cash  with 
order  from  lack  of  sufficient  capital  to  finance  his  export  trade,  he 
^ould  bear  in  mind  that  interest  rates  are  normally  considerably 
higher  here  than  in  New  York  and  endeavor  to  avail  himself  of  the 
banking  facilities  now  offered  our  exporters.  "Cash  in  advance" 
must  be  definitely  abandoned.  This  is.  however,  not  enough.  Some 
credit — a  margin  sufficient  to  enable  the  local  importer  to  dispose  of 
a  portion  of  his  goods — must  be  granted,  if  we  desire  to  achieve 
permanent  importance  as  a  source  of  supply  for  merchandise  sold  in 
competition  with  other  countries. 

Conforming  to  Local  Keqnlrements — Personal  Contact. 

The  unwillingness  of  many  American  manufacturers  to  modify 
styles  is  a  long-standing  grievance  of  South  American  importers.  It 
reKtsto  a  certain  extent  on  fundamental  differences  inherent  in  Amer- 
ican and  European  economic  organization  whicli  are  often  not 
thoroughly  understood. by  Latin  American  buyers.  Frequently,  how- 
ever, it  is  quite  possible  for  the  American  manufacturer  to  meet  local 
requirements  and  this  office  knows  of  rewnt  cases  in  which  relatively 
small  special  orders  have  been  filled  for  Rosario  importers.  This  has 
in  the  mstances  referred  to  been  the  result  of  the  personal  contact  of 
the  seller  with  the  buyer.  The  writer  is  strongly  of  the  belief  that 
an  important  step  toward  the  solution  of  this  problem  as  we!l  as  that 
uf  the  credit  question  is  taken  when  the  American  exporter  reaches 
the  conclusion  that  international  trade  relations  are  establishe<l  pri- 
marily by  personal  contact  and  not  by  catalogues.  Only  the  e.\- 
p<irter  or  exporter's  representative  who  visits  a  foreign  market  can 
obtain  «  cnrrect  idea  of  what  the  market  needs  and  m  how  far  hia 
own  ptothtetB  can  fill  its  wants..  Furthermore,  after  meeting  his  cus- 
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tomer  personally. and  investigating  his  standing  be  realizes  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  him  credit. 

Our  leading  competitors  visit  Bosario  regularly,  and  those  Ameri- 
can firms  that  still  continue  to  rely  exclusively  on  catalogues  and 
correspondence  are  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

Of  course,  in  certain  lines  the  probable  market  fails  to  justify 
the  expense  of  sending  a  representative  to  South  America.  In  many 
cases,  however,  it  ought  to  be  possible  for  two  or  more  exporters  in 
noncompetitive  lines  to  share  the  expense  of  the  trip.  Many  Ameri- 
can firms  are  spending  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  for  print- 
ing, advertisements,  and  postage  sums  which  if  devoted  to  one  trip 
would  result  in  far  more  business  than  is  at  present  secured. 
Agents — Importers  and  Commission  Kerchants. 

The  exporter  who  finds  a  market  for  his  products  may  either  con- 
tinue to  work  the  field  through  traveling  representatives  or  he  may 
place  an  agency  or  open  a  branch.  The  many  ad%'antages  of  fac- 
tory branches  have  been  forcibly  demonstrated  during  the  past  two 
years,  particularly  in  the  case  of  motor  cars.  Of  course,  oranches 
are  not  advisable  in  many  cases. 

As  respects  agents,  great  care  must  be  taken  in  their  selection 
especially  with  a  view  to  their  ability  to  push  the  article  in  question. 
A  large  number  of  American  agencies  are  held  by  important  and 
reliable  imjjorters,  who  carry,  however,  so  many  lines  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  for  them  to  devote  more  than  casual  atten- 
tion to  any  but  the  best  selling  goods. 

There  are  at  Kosario  a  great  many  capable  and  conscientious  com- 
mission merchants  who  handle  and  push  actively  relatively  few 
lines.  Among  these  agents  there  is  to-day  a  keen  interest  in  Ameri- 
can products.  This  office  has  transmitted  numerous  trade  oppor- 
tunity notes  in  their  behalf,  few  of  which  have,  however,  resulted 
in  business.  Tliis  has  generally  been  due  to  the  fact  that  exporters 
in  replying  to  inquiries  fail  to  recognize  that  the  inquirer  desires 
to  work  on  a  commission  basis  and  is  not  himself  an  importer. 


Tvrldsli  OoTenunent  to  Furnish  Grain  to  Farmers. 

The  American  embassy  at  Constantinople  reports  that  the  Ottoman 
Official  Journal  for  August  25-September  7,  1916,  contains  a  pro- 
visional law  authorizing  a  special  appropriation  of  £450,000  ($1,980,- 
000)  in  the  budget  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  for 
the  current  fiscal  year,  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  seed 
grains  for  poor  farmers. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


M8TBICT  OFFICES. 

REV  YORK:  B«oh  409,  Cutoadioue. 

BOSrO!!:  1801  Cntoaikone. 

CBICAOO:  S04  Federal  Baildlag. 

ra.  LOUIS:  4t,2  TUrd  RtUoul  Baak  Biaidlag. 

ATLINTI:  6X1  Port  Office  BalUIag. 

NEW  OBLEiKS:  1020  Hlberala  Baak  BaUdlas. 

BAN  FBANCISCO:  <07  CattoaikoaM. 

BBATTLBt  848  Heanr  BalMlag. 


COOPEBITITB  OFFICES. 

CLETEUNDt  Cktaber  of  Coamerre. 
aXtni'TtATIt  Chamber  of  CeaneKC. 
CIKCIKKATIi  C  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Oo. 
LOS  A5eELX8t  Ckaaiber  of  Cvmmatt. 
PHlLADELPHUt  Chaaber  of  Coanaeree. 
CHATTANOOClAi  Boatt  AaMrleaa  Afeat,  Soatk- 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEe.t  Chaalker  of  ( 
DAIUHfi  SreaUc  Jtaytm  AiM«UU«i. 
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HEW  ZBAIASB'S  TRADE  WITH  JAFAH. 

(New  Kealand  Tnde  Bevtew  and  Price  Cnrrent.] 

The  question  of  trade  with  Japan  has  been  somewhat  promiilent 
recently  and  representatives  from  that  country  have  visited  here  with 
a  view  to  promoting  trade.  Our  imports  tor  the  last  three  years 
were:  £348,671  in  1915,  £232,364  in  1914,  and  £1.'>1,106  in  1913  (£1  = 
$4.87).  The  exports  for  the  same  years  were:  £137,464  in  1915, 
£59,508  in  1914,  and  £2,901  in  1913.  Our  exports  are  practically  con- 
fined to  wool,  which  accounts  for  £137,064  in  1915,  £59,222  in  1914, 
and  £2,645  in  1913.  The  principal  imports  from  Japan  for  the  past 
three  years  were: 


Art  Idas. 


Superphosphates  .. 

Kice 

Fucj  pmcb    and 

toys 

Gb^and  eiaaaware 
Cfajna  and  ear;  bee 

ware 

Brwfa  ware 

Basket    were   and 

inrnitQie. 

Ttatar 

DniDand  wares... 

flniphiir 

Giafac  lfalza.eto... 


UU 


£21,742 
1,W7 

■,373 
£55 

2.1)4 
2,8B5 

fi,3C8 

2,  ess 

1,000 

9.  MM 
1,250 


1»M 


£24,526 
37,200 

I2.2S8 
2,303 


4.211 

4.8m 

3,gS2 

2.432 

2 

2.371 


1915 


£51.956 
32,178 

19.  Via 
15.  OSS 

3.894 
t.OM 

3,702 
13.304 
2.079 
7.889 
2.242 


Articlsa. 


Apparel  

Drapery , 

fcUlr  p  oce  roods 

(  otton  piece  KOods. 

Bats,  cap*,  and  ma- 
terials   

Boslery,  buttons, 
tapes,  etc 

Ruin 

Mats  and  mattlnn.. 

Textiles  made  ap. . . 

MisceUaneJUS 


Total. 


19U 


£12.003 

9.143 

35.417 

14.683 

3.171 

l.VU 
1.435 

2.064 
2.102 
12  490 


151.106 


£13  562 
11.7.» 
54.41)0 
13,04^ 

*,en 

7.805 
1  SUI 
2,»16 
1.990 
23.539 


212,364 


1815 


£in.2S4 
10  0^4 
91. W» 
16.  a> 

s.aos 

9.351 

3.4IIS 
"4.085 

2.ai« 
32.011 


348.671 


Tue  1913  figuries  are  compiled  according  to  countiy  of  importation, 
but  the  last  two  ye  irs  are  according  to  country  of  origin,  which  ac- 
counts for  rice  showing  such  a  small  total  in  1913. 


IBSIOATION  07  TEE  ABAVA  FLAIH. 

{Control  Oeneral  O.  Bte  Bavndal,  Constantinople.  Turkey,  Sept.  0.1 

A  project  for  the  irrigation  of  the  Adana  Plain  (the  Cilicia  of  an- 
tiquity), at  a  cost  of  £4,000,000  ($17,600,000),  and  requiring  8  to 
10  years  for  completion,  has  been  undeitaken  by  the  Ottoman  Gov-  . 
emment.  This  project  contemplates  the  regulation  of  the  three  rivers 
which  water  the  plain — the  Saihun,  the  Shihan,  and  the  Berdan 
Shah — and  will  open  up  to  agriculture  200,000  hectares  (494,200  ncres) 
of  land,  much  of  which  is  at  present  arid.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
completion  of  this  irrigation  project  and  the  introduction  of  fertil- 
izers and  aj^ricultural  machinery  will  increase  many  fold  the  Turk- 
ish production  of  cotton,  sugar  cane,  lemons,  oranges,  and  olives. 
A  part  of  the  irrigation  works  will  be  put  in  operation  within  the 
ne.\t  18  months. 

Wlien  these  irrigation  works  are  completed  the  Adana  Plain  will 
be  the  most  favored  portion  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  for  it  already 
possesses  splendid  transportation  facilities.  The  plain  is  traversed 
by  the  Bagdad  Railway,  and,  in  addition,  Adana  is  connected  with 
Mereina  by  rail.  Further,  tlio  port  of  Alexandretta  lies  at  a  distance 
of  only  30  miles  from  the  month  of  the  Shihan,  which  river,  as  well 
as  the  Saihnn  and  the  Berdan  Shah,  will,  after  the  completion  of 
the  contemplated  regulation  projects,  be  navigable  and  otfer  a  cheap 
means  of  transporting  the  products  of  the  plain  to  the  sea.  The 
regulation  of  these  rivers  will  also  render  available  abundant  water 
power  for  industrial  purposes,  such  as  the  generation  of  electricity.    . 
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nrC£EA8ED  BSSGRTS  7B0K  CEIBA. 

(Consul  Franda  J.  Dyer,  Celba,  HondanB.  Oct.  4.] 

Tlie  commerce  of  the  port  of  Ceiba  continues  to  show  a  substantial 
increase  over  that  for  1915.  The  total  declared  exports  from  Ceiba 
for  the  United  States  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  amounted 
to  $56,921  more  than  for  the  entire  year  1915,  the  figures  being: 
January  to  September,  inclusive,  $1^35,649;  the  whole  of  1915, 
$1^92,570. 

The  three  largest  items  of  export  from  Ceiba  have  been  banaiuts, 
cane  sugar,  and  coconuts.  The  totals  for  these  articles  for  the  nine 
montlis  were:  4,523,000  stems  of  bananas,  3,931,500  pounds  of  cen- 
trifugal cane  sugar,  and  266,000  coconuts. 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  rubber  shipped, 
although  the  price  is  not  yet  high  enough  to  be  an  incentive  to  the 
natives  to  tap  the  trees. 

The  unmeaiate  vicinity  of  Ceiba  does  not  produce  a  lai^  number 
of  coconuts,  which  are  grown  in  larger  numbers  on  the  Bay  Islands, 
situated  in  this  consular  district.  The  entire  north  coast  of  Honduras 
exports  some  12,000,000  coconuts  annually,  and  the  prodaction  is 
steadily  increasing. 
Favorable  Agricultural  Year. 

From  an  agricultural  standpoint,  the  season  has  been  a  favorable 
one.  Good  demand  for  both  coconuts  and  bananas  in  the  United 
States,  with  seasonal  rains  resulting  in  a  lieavy  crop,  have  helped 
out  the  agricultural  interests.  Grasshoppers  reappeared  this  season 
in  large  numbers,  but  thus  far  they  liave  caused  little  damage  to  the 
crops,  and  the  Government  is  trying  to  mitigate  the  pest.  Contrary  to 
the  usual  experience,  the  banana  market  holds  up  well  and  shipments 
so  far  show  no  signs  of  diminishing.  The  sugar  mill  has  had  a  suc- 
cessful season.  Its  capacity  will  be  considerably  increased  before  the 
next  season  opens.  More  cane  has  been  planted  this  season,  both  by 
the  company  and  by  private  interests. 

ACTIVITY  nr  SWISS  STOCK  MABEET. 

[CoQEul  WaUcr  n.  Schalz,  Berne,  Sept.  23.] 

The  Swiss  stock  and  bond  markets  are  showing  a  strong  upward 
tendency  at  present.  The  movement  has  been  again  attended  by  an 
era  of  speculation  in  several  industrial  stocks,  notably  in  chemical 
and  aluminium  issues.  Aluminium-Aktie  has  risen  from  2,276  to 
3,260  since  the  war,  Lonza-Aktie  (chemical)  from  470  to  1,370,  San- 
doz-Aktie  (chemicals)  from  1,850  to  8,000,  and  Chemische  Uesell- 
echaft-Aktie  from  1,700  to  4,140.  The  reason  for  the  upward  move- 
ment in  chemical  issues  is  explained  largely  by  the  important  roles 
expected  of  these  companies  m  the  much-discussed  world-wide  com- 
mercial war  upon  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  in  Europe. 

Some  concern,  however,  is  felt  in  the  Swiss  bond  market.  The  re- 
fusal upon  the  part  of  several  Governments  to  continue  to  meet  their 
coupon  obligations  in  France  because  of  the  high  exchange  value  of 
Swiss  metallic  currency  has  caused  no  little  anxiety  amoujg  the  hold- 
ers of  foreign  bonds,  both  Government  and  industrial,  in  Switzer- 
land. Swiss  bondholders  in  some  instances  have  lost  as  much  as  40 
per  cent  because  payment  is  being  made  in  foreign  currencies. 

[A  discussion  of  the  position  of  tl»e  Swiss  boui-ses,  as  viewed  by  the  London 
Bconomist,  appeared  in  Commkbce  Repobts  for  Sept  20,  1816.]  r^^^^]^ 
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THE  SWISS  TBADE  DT  KEmTET. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Sdialz,  Bcioe.  Sept  22.] 
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An  embarg:o  placed,  on  July  2, 1915,  upon  the  exportation  of  rennet 
from  Switzerland,  at  once  reduced  exports  to  a  minimum.  Only 
small  so-called  "  compensatory  "  shipments  to  Germany  character- 
ized the  trade  after  that  date.  To-day  it  is  stated  all  exports  have 
ceased. 

A  local  concern  informs  the  writer  that  rennet  may  be  obtained  in 
powder  form  from  the  firm  of  Blauenfeld  &  Edee,  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark. 

A  syndicate  to  control  the  trade  was  only  recently  created  by  the 
Swiss  Cheese  Exporters'  Association,  together  with  the  Swiss  Butch- 
ers' Association,  and  by  means  of  which  the  cheese  manufacturers  of 
the  country  are  now  assured  a  supply  for  their  own  needa 

Rennet,  collected  by  the  syndicate  from  the  butchers,  is  dried  and 
is  disposed  of  to  the  cheese  manufacturers  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations that  restrict  its  use  to  a  minimum  and  insures  an  equitable 
but  not  always  an  adequate  distribution  of  the  article. 

Before  the  war  these  goods  were  obtained  from  France  and  from 
the  United  States,  and  bought  at  $0.77  to  $0.92  per  dozen.  To-day's 
quotations  are  $2.30  to  $3. 

btpOTta  aad  Exports  «f  Benaeti,  Ete. 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  from  and  the  imports  into 
Switzerland,  in  1915,  of  dried  stomachs  of  calves,  bowels,  and  rennet: 


Cwntiy. 

Imports 
from. 

EzpK)rts 

Couotiy. 

Imports 
from. 

Bxporta 
to. 

Pomtf'. 

164. ess 
100. sas 

330  280 
in  323 
«,3g3 
23.370 

Pouitdt. 

1,3».330 

102.074 

82.011 

131.  «!& 

3.308 

«6I 

I».4flO 

44.074 

Pttrntt. 

17.887 
121.474 
02.814 
1,028.233 
21.  IM 
12.125 

/•«»*. 

Aiotria        .              

Brltisb  India 

Fnnra 

China 

Ital* 

I'nitel  States  

M«h«rl«id) 

Arcnntfaa 

DvnoBrk                      ..... 

OUi«r  countries 

PmaoL                   

Total.  lOlS 

&»tn           

4  188 
13.007 

2.044. <8V 
2.288. 833 

1.734.371 

Total,  1914. 

1.101.428 

[A  list  of  the  principal  dealers  in  rennet  in  the  Berne  district  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Bureau  o(  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  ottices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  809D6.] 

IKCBEASED  CTTSTOMS  SETUBHS  AT  MONCTOH. 

Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson  reports  that  the  receipts  at  the  Moncton, 
New  Brunswick,  customhouse  and  outports  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember show  a  total  of  $11,681  compared  with  $9,678  for  the  same 
month  last  year. 

In  the  production  of  salt,  the  United  States  is  independent  of  all 
other  countries.  The  38,231,496  barrels  of  salt  produced  in  1915  by 
14  States,  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii  constituted  99  per  cent  of  the  salt 
CMisumed  in  the  United  States,  and  much  more  could  easily  havo 
^en  supplied  had  the  demand  required  it,  according  to  the  United 
States  Qeological  Survey. 
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AHEBICAH  COHSULAS  OPFICESS  OIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Leonard,  ■Waller  A 

Colombo,  Ceyioo 

Tfa\rc.  1-rance 

.Sl.(lalI,BwitzerlaDd.. 
Ilrislol,  KnFland 

Oct.   14 
Oct.  21 
Nov.    1 

Essex,  lova. 

Osl>ome,  John  Bal! 

Department  of  State,  Wasblngtaii,  D.  C. 
Do. 

1200  Entaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md, 

Pike,  WilliamJ 

Armstrong.  John  8 

Re\  ilie,  Spain 

Oct.  30 

Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonlters,  N.  Y. 

Ssugerties,  t'Ister  County,  N.  Y. 

Donaldson,  Cliester 

Ton    Limon,    Costa 
Ilica. 

Caleary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Ooor^towD,  Oulana.. 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Cbambertin,  George  E 

Department  of  8tat6.  Wmbington,  J>.  CL 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  MR, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City. 

C/o  District  Omce,  Bureau  of  Fonign 
and  Domestic  Commem,  SU  F«d«nl 
BuUding,  Chicago,  111. 

WInslow,  Edvard  D 

Dee.  11 

•  Mr.  Spahr  will  be  in  New  Yorlc  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
confer  tvitb  those  interested  In  the  Uruguayan  trade. 


SATISPACTOBT  TEAS  FOB  OEBHAN  ELECTRIC  BAILWAY. 

[Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damm,  Aix-la-Chapelle,  i3cpt.  18.] 

Aix-la-Chapelle  has  the  third  largest  electric  railway  system  in 
Germany.  Greater  Berlin  leads  with  a  total  of  657  kilometers  (408 
miles),  Hamburg  ranks  second  with  188  kilometers  (117  miles),  while 
Aix-la-Chapelle  has  180  kilometers  (112  miles). 

The  year  1915  showed  favorable  financial  results  for  the  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  system,  a  dividend  of  7*  per  cent  being  declared,  as  against 
Si  per  cent  for  the  three  preceaing  years.  The  capital  invested  is 
22,639,500  marks  ($5,388,200).  One-half  of  the  stock  is  owned  by 
the  city.  The  valuation  of  the  trackage  is  13,851,000  marks 
($3,296,500).  In  1915  27,402,600  passengers  were  carried,  8,952,000 
car-kilometers  (5,562,500  car-miles)  were  operated,  and  14,402,600 
kilowatt-hours  of  electric  current  were  consumed. 

The  total  receipts  were  3,151,705  marks  ($750,100) ;  the  total 
operating  expenditures  2,164,833  marks  ($515,230).  Tlie  township 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle  paid  the  company  150,000  marks  ($35,700)  to 
cover  the  deficit  incurred  in  operating  some  of  the  interurban  lines, 
according  to  contract.  The  Government  tax  levied  on  the  sale  oi 
tickets  brought  7,540  marks  ($1,795).  From  the  beginning  of  Uie 
war  to  the  end  of  1915  the  company  contributed  to  charity  and 
other  relief  work  125,000  marks  ($29,750). 


Swiss  Commercial  Attach^  for  Loudon. 

Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz  reports  from  Berne  that  the  1917  Swiss 
budget  provides  for  the  appointment  and  maintenance  of  a  commer- 
cial attach^  at  London. 
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lOSEZOir  TBAOE  OFPOBTmriTIES. 

BcMmd  addmsM  maj  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  district  olBcea.  Request 
tor  nirh  opportunJt;  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  ststv  »i>l>ortnBity  Bnmker. 
The  Boresn  does -not  furnish  credit  ratines  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  8t«ndlne 
of  foreign  Inquirers:  the  usual  precautions  sbould  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Motor  boat*.  No.  22686. — A  commercial  organlxntinn  In  the  Unltctl  States  has 
transmitted  to  the  Bureau  the  name  of  a  business  man  In  the  Netherlands 
who  desires  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  motor  boats. 

Botttct,  No.  226S7. — An  Ameriran  consular  officer  In  France  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  wishes  to  represent  an  American  manufnctiirer  of  opal  glass 
bottles  for  tlte  chemical  and  perfumery  trada    References. 

Qenernl  representation.  No.  22688. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina 
Informs  the  Bureau  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  tu  be 
placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  with  a  view 
to  securing  their  representation  in  Arjrentlna  for  the  following  articles: 
Patent  medicines,  drugs,  food  specialties,  mineral  waters,  cotton  and 
knitted  textiles,  Portland  cement,  hardware.  Iron  pipes  and  wire,  window 
glass,  luhricfltlng  oils,  barrel  staves,  buttons,  varnlsli,  automobile  acces- 
sories, cottonseed  oil,  and  writing,  book,  news  print,  and  wrapping  pniwr. 
Representation  to  be  on  »  cooHnLasion  basis.  Correspondence  In  English. 
References. 

Maebinery,  No.  22689. — A  firm  io  a  foreign  insular  possession  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  obtaining  catalogues,  terms,  and 
prices  of  machines  for  making  cigarettes  aiKl  paper  paciuges  for  cigarettes. 
Tlie  Arm  operates  a  cigarette  factory  equipped  with  American  roaehlnes 
and  wishes  to  Install  additional  ones.  Ck>rre8pondence  in  Portuguese  or 
French  preferred. 

Machiner]/,  No.  22680. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Japan  writes  that  a 
man  In  his  district  would  like  to  obtain  from  American  manufacturers 
'and  dealers  In  textile  machinery  cotalogues  and  data  relative  to  the 
Installation  of  madrinery  for  a  cotton  mill. 

Uaehinery,  No.  22681. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  man  in  Ecuador  de- 
sires to  obtain  literature  and  prices  of  machines  for  making  cement  tiles  In 
various  i-olors  few  roofing,  kitchens,  bathrooms,  eta  CV^respoodence 
should  t>e  In  Spanish. 

UacMnery,  No.  22682. — ^The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  Arm  In 
Brazil  requesting  that  It  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  machinery  for  making  Imitation  leather  and  articles  of  imita- 
tion leather.    References  will  be  furnished  by  the  firm  upon  request. 

Boa  and  knives.  No.  22683. — A  man  In  E^ast  Africa  desires  to  be  placed  In 
communication  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  "Kaffir" 
hoes  and  sailors'  knives. 

Befrigerators,  toaslUno  macMnes,  eto..  No.  22694. — A  man  in  Slam  writes  to 
the  Bureau  requesting  that  he  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  niuiiu- 
facturers  of  refrigerators,  washing  machines,  quilt  towels  In  rolls,  and 
gla-ss  bottles.  Refrigerator  must  be  driven  by  electric  power,  100  volts 
continuous,  and  Is  to  be  used  for  storing  drugs.  The  size  of  the  room  in 
which  it  is  to  be  piaretl  is  25'  x  18'  x  12'.  Quotations  and  lllustrtited 
catalogues  of  the  refrigerators  and  washing  machines,  and  supplies  of 
toweling  are  desired.  A  drawing  of  the  kind  of  bottle  required  muy  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureou  or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  136.) 

General  representation.  No.  2269.'>. — The  Bureau'  is  informed  that  a  man  from 
India  who  Is  now  in  the  United  States,  desires  to  represent  American 
mauufacturcrs  In  that  country.    No  particular  line  is  spiHrified. 

Qaneral  representation.  No.  22686. — A  firm  in  the  Netherlands  Informs  the 
Bureau  that  it  desires  to  act  as  agent  for  American  manufacturers  in  that 
country  and  its  colonies.  IJnes  for  which  representation  Is  desired  are 
not  spefitied.    References  furnished  upon  request 

Leather  belting.  No.  22697. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  the 
Bureau  that  a  firm  of  coniniLssIon  merchants  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market 
Xor  leatiiar  b«ltiiig.    Corre^MUulence  in  English.    References. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOB  OOVEBNHENT  STJPPIXES  AVD  CONSTBTTCTIOV. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  moaUj 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  wberc  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  b«' per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tbti 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  caliia^  tot 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Kavy  Department  snpplie*,  No.  3686. — Seale<l  propo.sals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  o(  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Etepartment,  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  258,  2-ton 
battery  train  truck;  schedule  259,  buoys,  leather  fillet,  rapping  plates  for 
patterns,  brass  dowel  pins,  steel  cap  screws,  phosphor  bronze,  carbou  steel, 
brass  tlirce-way  stopcocks,  and  1-incb  brass  relief  valves;  schedule  260, 
4-incb  galvanized  steel  fuel  oil  hose,  and  2-inch  select  white  pine;  schednle 
261,  tube  sheet  brass,  rough-turned  angle  rings,  boiler-plate  steel,  copper 
pil)e,  admiralty  metal  condenser  tubes,  composition  condenser  tubes,  and 
brass  sheet  condenser  tul>es;  schedule  262,  metal  lockers,  and  1-incli  ver- 
tical thread  rolling  machines;  schedule  263,  admiralty  metal  condenser 
tubes;  schedule  264,  common  steel  plate;  schedule  2G5,  canned  prunes,  and 
raisins ;  schedule  266,  three-fourths-inch  lawn  sleeve  binding,  stay  binding, 
black  cotton  braid,  buckles,  beckets  and  metal  rings,  36-inch  buckram, 
24-incb  dress  canvas,  flax  lieavy  lining  canvas,  30-Inch  cotton  check-s,  27}- 
inch  cheese  cloth,  54-inch  Italian  cloth,  54-lnch  16-ounce  light  blue  cloth, 
54-lnch  16-ounce  scarlet  cloth,  spools  and  cones  black  and  white  cotton, 
cotton  sail  duck,  36-inch  lining  blue  flannel,  floss  and  thread,  black  silk 
laces,  enllste<l  men's  cap  leathers,  42-Inch  black  lustrine,  IJ-lnch  black  silk 
ribbon,  basting  cotton  and  hoUands  black  satin,  35i-inch  black  sllesln,  cot- 
ton tape,  27-lnch  white  twills,  buttonhole  and  silk  twist,  80-inch  by  36-inch 
black  wadding,  and  sleeve  lining  ond  haircloth  wlgan ;  schedule  267,  kidney 
beans,  and  canned  spluach;  schedule  268,  white  cotton  line,  and  medium 
strip  brass;  schedule  269,  rubber  ferrules,  lampblack  In  oil,  oak-tanned 
white  sole  leather,  8-foot  trough  urinals,  and  hard  sheatlilng  copper; 
schedule  270,  steel  bolts  and  nuts,  higii-siwed  countersinks,  chipping  and 
sledge  hammers,  etc.,  IJ-lnch  sheathing  nails,  punches  and  dies,  and  hlgli- 
speed  reamers ;  schedule  271,  loofa  fiber  sponges,  98-09  per  cent  pure  shot- 
form  nickel,  and  }-lnch  pressure  reducing  valves;  schedule  272,  bugles; 
schedule  273,  galvanized  iron  or  steel  buckets,  l-gallon  tin  paint  cane,  brass 
rolled  rim  spur  grommets,  bronze  butt  hinges,  and  brass  wood  screws; 
schedule  274,  leather  fillet,  rubber  suction  hose,  steam  aud  water  pipe 
fittings,  and  11-lnch  heavy  white  cotton  tape;  schedule  275,  boiler  water 
gauge  glasses,  4-inch  bar  rolled  naval  brass,  and  bar  rolled  monel  metal; 
schedule  276,  brass  bibb  cocks,  steam  and  water  pipe  fittings,  and  low-pres- 
sure steam  and  water  valves;  schedule  277,  rubber  gaskets,  30-lnch  high 
25-lnch  diameter  galvanized-iron  cans,  2-inch  suction  centrifugal  pumps, 
and  black  and  bright  sheet  steel;  schedule  278,  Iron  for  chain  cables; 
schedule  279,  lubricators  for  Inlet  and  exhaust  valve  stems,  soft  rolled 
sheet  copiier,  cornier  pipe,  and  valves  for  air-spray  system ;  schedule  280, 
deep-drawing  toggle  press;  schedule  281,  81-foot  sections  oU-burning  ranges; 
schedule  282,  18-ounce  dark  blue  cloth  (trousers,  Jackets,  and  caiis),  over- 
coat cloth,  heavy  quality  blue  flannel,  and  54-lnch  navy  blue  worsted 
serge ;  schedule  283,  'gasoline ;  schedule  284,  gasoline  and  distillate ;  sclied- 
ule  285,  salt-water  soap;  schedule  286,  electrical  equipments  (elevating 
gear,  rammer,  shell  hoist,  etc.) ;  schedule  287,  steel  propeller  shafts;  and 
schedule  288,  26-Inch  swing  upright  drill,  universal  cutter  and  tool  grlndw, 
14-inch  and  24-lnch  screw-cutting  engine  lathes,  8-inch  bench  type  precision 
lathe,  universal  milling  machine,  and  screw  machine. 

Scrap  brats,  No.  .%87. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  in- 
spector, Charleston,  S.  C,  until  October  25,  1916,  for  the  pnrcliase  of  scrap 
brass,  scrap  steel,  old  rubber,  etc.,  from  light  vessel  No.  49.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 
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DCF^BTATIOH  OF  BVBBEB  GOODS  INTO  OBEAT  BBITAIir. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Ix>ndon,  Oct.  18.] 

Groods  specified  on  list  of  prohibited  imports  may  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain  under  general  license  if  made  wholly  or  mainly 
of  rubber. 

BBITISH  BE8TBICTI0NS  ON  EXFOBTS  TO  SCAITDINAVIA. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  liondon,  Oct.  13.] 

No  further  facilities  will  be  granted  until  further  notice  for  ex- 
portation of  following  commodities  to  countries  named:  Fish  oil, 
canned  fish,  starches  and  all  forms  of  talc  to  Norway;  all  forms  oi 
talc  to  SKeden,  Denmark,  and  Holland ;  hemp,  graphite,  plumbago, 
and  black  lead  to  Holland.  Restrictions  on  importation  of  gum  into 
Holland  are  canceled. 

BEGXTLATIOHS  FOB  SHEPFINa  SFAmSH  OBANGES. 

[Consul  John  R.  Putnam,  Valencia,  Sept.  11.] 

On  September  5  the  Comity  Nacional  Frutero  called  a  meeting  at 
Valencia  of  the  principal  shippers  of  fruit  to  consider  the  proposals 
made  by  the  committee  in  England  representing  British  fruit  in- 
terests and  other  matters  relating  to  the  exportation  of  oranges  dur- 
ing the  coming  season.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meet- 
ing for  submission  to  the  English  committee  were:  (1)  That  to  put 
into  effect  the  one-tliird  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  oranges  exported 
to  British  ports,  the  Comite  Nacional  is  to  notify  the  local  comit6 
at  each  port  of  shipment  as  to  the  number  of  cases  which  may  be 
shipped  each  month,  leaving  to  such  local  comite  the  question  of  dis- 
tribution among  individual  exporters ;  (2)  that  licensed  vessels  be 
allowed  to  carry  onions  and  other  goods  as  well  as  oranges;  (3) 
that  as  only  small  shipments  of  orangies  can  be  made  up  to  Novem- 
ber 15,  such  exportation  be  permitted  on  all  steamers  to  avoid  delays : 
and  (4)  that  all  oranges  be  shipped  in  the  regular-sized  cases,  and 
that  th6  use  of  extra-large  cases  be  prohibited. 
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Afir.r-^izz  to  AistnliaB  pr^s  £^Tr»s.  opocts   fro^  Hew  Strah^d 

for  ti>»  I:^  -■  r.ziii  er.  i«<l  J-ce  o>y  h=t  ciade  a  "•)  per  cent  gain  ©wr 
rie  fr«^:wLr.i  j*;>r  an-l  rsuhi^i  the  re»xrl  trtal  cf  $I«v>.Si^l-340. 
Tfjurafi  tl.>  -;.r.i  W*Lli£Tt':ii  'TXiiri -.iit^i  ^>'.'!:-*7.47j.  Auckland  $30,- 
i^ili*.  L;-:tr;t«:-c  *I7-'-^>.7."^"'.  yip:«»r  m.7'^i.'A^'\  aT:«l  Dunerlin  $10,- 
~i-j.J'l'i.    1..-  jr.r.':ril  [.  r<i;rtj  ^Tp<;rie«i  ir.  il^  n»^o  y^^rs  ended 
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Him    T-.um      ;>:?•»-;      -Kit.  5L5      1«!«« 1.JC  a>      3^3M.a( 

BntMT torf «=aa> -    .«(  <a     a  ■:y  "S      rm-jir  l.«:.SK      LK>.a« 

>«r!     i:nrri     »  >«.  -.s       ;aai.  oon !.aa>Ca       LtC.IS 

a«iii9 ;-ifj.ra     i-ir -3» 

Wool  shipfiM>nta  «M«rIiii«ri  10  per  c«ct  in  veifLt.  bat  rose  22.^  per 
f:f:T.i  in  val"*'.  Frrzf'n  meat  was  i.">  per  •'eci  m»re  in  veight  and  30 
per  rr^nt  ir»re  in  valre.  B'rtter  advac^il  ^?»  per  ccbI  ib  valne  for  a 
aiij^tlj  smaller  ofitpot.  vhiie  cheese  mse  -t*}  per  cest  in  raloe  for  a 
90  per  cent  larjger  export. 

Xew  Zealan'i's  imports  for  the  _%var  under  review  also  estdblniied 
a  re»^rd-  tfae  ralae  beins  SllT.71'».!'^->.  as  rompared  with  $1'3.157,290 
in  ldl4-15.  a  cain  of  26  per  rest.  Wellinf^too's  skarc  ia  this  trade 
was  i?A*'JZSr::,,  Aucklan.is  $:i;v.'t<.J»*».  Ljtteltons  Sl7,96?.9tJ0.  and 
Dnuedin's  $13.43*^15. 

Tbe  excess  of  exports  orer  import-  was  $l8Ji%.S^  as  conpared 
with  $M-=>«0.630  in  1914-15. 


unaaxMXM  gBfiAwran  eznkt  saiis  cohpast. 

As  a  IT--  :U  of  meeticiTs  of  lumbermen  held  recently  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, an  export  sales  company  has  been  organized  by  western  lum- 
ber mannfactrirers  representing  SO  per  cent  of  tbe  Dooglas  fir  cut  in 
thi.s  coimtry.  the  object  of  which  is  to  explmt  Douglas  fir  and  western 
hemlock  in  the  world's  lumber  markets.  This  b  regarded  as  the  most 
important  and  far-reaching  step  the  indostry  has  taken  to  broaito 
its  markeL?  and  meet  the  competition  of  the  thorooglily  organized 
lumber  exporters  of  northern  Europe.  In  c(mjuncti<»  with  the  in- 
vestigation of  European  lumber  markets  recently  undertaken  jointly 
by  tbe  lumbermen  and  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, it  should  give  American  lumber  a  decided  advantage  OTer  all 
comp^itors  in  the  trade  struggle  that  will  follow  the  war.  Im- 
mediate  attention  will  be  given  to  standardization  of  grades,  to  tbe 
conditioning  of  export  lumber,  and  to  an  active  propaganda  in  for- 
eign cotmtnes.  Lack  of  attention  in  the  past  to  these  very  impmr- 
tant  details  accoonts  in  large  measure  for  the  failure  of  American 
lumber  to  hold  its  own  against  more  effident  compedt<»s. 

The  company  was  organized  as  a  resnit  of  me^ings  of  mterested 
hnnbermeo  held  recently  at  San  Frandsoo,  and  the  following  ofioeiB 
are  annoonced:  President,  W.  H.  Talbot;  general  muiager,  A.  A. 
Baxter;  secretary,  Qiarks  E.  HDL 
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FEW  WIRELESS  STATION  ON  AFBICAN  COAST. 

[CoDBul  George  K.  Stiles,  TenerllTc,  Canary  Islands,  Ang.  20.] 

Military  engineers  are  erecting  a  wireless  station  on  Cape  Juby,  on 
the  African  coast,  and  expect  to  have  it  in  operation  before  October  1. 
In  cases  of  need  at  sea  the  service  will  be  available  for  ships  in  dis- 
tress. As  the  big  installation  on  Teneriffe  Island  is  less  than  100  miles 
from  the  Cape  Juby  plant,  coramimication  with  the  Canary  Islands 
will  be  possible  and,  through  them,  with  the  Spanish  mainland. 

Cape  Juby  is  a  sandy  and  practically  barren  projection  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  some  67  miles  from  the  island  of  Fuerteventura  of  the 
Canary  group,  and  in  the  same  latitude.  It  is  part  of  that  section  of 
the  western  Sahara  which  extends  along  the  Atlantic  coast  and  con- 
nects the  Mogador  district  with  that  of  the  Rio  de  Oro.  (The  last- 
named  was  recognized  as  Spanish  territory  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  of 
1900.)  Water  is  very  scarce  on  the  cape,  although  it  can  be  obtained 
in  the  ravines  by  sinking  wells.  The  interior  region  is  said  to  support 
great  numbers  of  sheep  and  to  produce  excellent  crops  of  wheat, 
barley,  and  com.  Also,  the  ocean  fisheries  at  this  point  are  abundant. 
Fish  caught  off  this  coast  is  consumed  in  large  quantities  in  the 
Canary  Islands. 

A  regular  steamship  service  to  Cape  Juby,  with  sailings  from 
Santa  Ciniz  de  Teneriffe  on  the  28th  of  each  month,  has  been  an- 
nounced in  the  newspapers. 

CONSTTMFTION  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  COTTON. 

According  to  preliminary  statistics  issued  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  the  amount  of  cotton, 
exclusive  of  linters,  consumed  in  the  United  States  during  September 
-was  529,227  running  bales  in  1916,  compared  with  498,738  in  1915, 
of  which  305,692  bales  were  consumed  in  cotton -growing  States  in 
1916  and  275,494  in  1915.  Linters  consumed  during  September 
totaled  61,719  bales  in  1916  and  66,769  in  1915.  Cotton  held  in  con- 
snming  establishments  on  September  30  amounted  to  1,328,332  bales 
in  1916  and  1,(J90,111  in  1915,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses 
2,610,911  bales  in  1916  and  2,805,184  in  1915.  The  imports  in  Sep- 
tember were  7,928  bales,  equivalent  500-pound  bales,  in  1916  and  26,197 
in  1915.  Exports,  including  linters,  were  526,346  running  bales  in 
1916  and  501,585  in  1915. 

Linters  held  in  consuming  establishments  on  September  30  totaled 
73,115  bales  in  1916  and  104,494  in  1915,  and  in  public  storage  and  at 
compresses  82,291  bales  in  1916  and  57,141  in  1915;  exported  during 
September  24,201  bales  in  1916  and  10,624  in  1915. 

INCBEASEI)  SALARIES  FOB  SWISS  FEDERAL  EMPLOYEES. 

[Consnl  Walter  H.  Sciiulz,  Bcmc,  Sept.  19.] 

The  high  cost  of  living  in  Switzerland  resulted  in  Parliamentary 
action  on  September  18  and  the  enactment  of  legislation  providing 
for  small  advances  in  the  compensation  of  all  Federal  employees 
drawing  less  than  $655  a  year.  A  maximum  increase  of  $45 
a  year  is  provided  for  all  such  employees,  effective  July  1,  1916. 
The  salary  budget  of  the  Government  will  be  increased  approxi- 
mately $1,800,000  by  the  new  measure. 
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PS0OBE88  07  AMEUCAV  SHIPBVILDIHO. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  <m  OctcJber  1,  1916,  according  to  build- 
ers' returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Oommeroe, 
number  417  of  1,454,270  gross  tons.  On  June  30, 1916,  Lloyd's  Regis- 
ter reported  439  steel  merchant  vessels  of  1,540,118  gross  tons  under 
construction  in  British  shipyards.  The  American  returns  cover  con- 
tracts on  which  work  has  ncS;  begim,  while  Lloyd's  returns  cover  only 
ships  on  which  construction  has  actually  begun.  Although  British 
yards  have  increased  their  merchant  work,  tlie  delivery  of  engines 
and  machinery  is  slow,  and  at  present  the  completed  output  of 
American  and  British  yards  are  about  equal.  During  September 
American  yards  finished  19  steel  merchant  vessels  of  46,608  gross 
tons  and  made  new  contracts  for  47  steel  merchant  vessels  of  208,686 
gross  tons,  about  half  of  which  is  for  Norwegian  owners.  The 
month's  new  contracts  equal  all  the  merchant  steel  tonnage  in  the 
United  States  building  or  under  contract  on  July  1, 1913,  and  exceed 
that  on  July  1.  1914. 

Sistrllnitloii  of  Work. 

The  following  tabic  shows  the  distribution  of  this  work  among  the 
several  builders  of  steel  vessels  in  the  United  States  reporting  mer- 
chant vessels  under  contract  or  under  construction,  and,  separately, 
the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or  under  contract 
which  the  builders  expect  to  launch  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
(326  vessels  of  998,035  gross  tons),  and  those  which  will  not  be 
launched  until  some  time  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80,  1918  (91 
vessels  of  456,2;^3  gross  tons).  These  dates  of  launching,  of  coune, 
are  subject  to  the  visual  allowances  for  delays. 


Shipyanls. 


Mercbont  oonstruc- 
tkm,  Oct.  1,1916. 


Num- 
iMr. 


To  be  UuBBbad  dorbw  Sfcil  ] 
MuUng— 


Inm30, 1817. 


OroBstons.    ^^- 


Qrcss  tons. 


luneSO,  UI& 


Nura- 
bar. 


Gnsi 


American  Bridge  Co.,  Ambrfdge,  Fa.,  and 

Trenton,  N.  J." 

American    Shipbuilding    Co.,    Cleveland, 

Obio 

Bethlebem  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md.. 
Baltimore  Dry  Docks  &  SMpbuilding  Co.. 

Baltimore,  Md 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Cborles  Bamos  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Chester  Shipbuildhig  Co.,  Chester,  Pa 

Cowles  ShJpTard  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  V 

Fore    River    Shipbuilding    Corporation, 

QuIncT,  Mass 

George  LAwley  &  Sons  Corporation,  Ne- 

ponset,  Mass 

Great  LakSi  Engineering  Worlu,  Detroit, 

Uieb 

Oraat  lAkes  Towing  Co.,  Cleveland,  OliJo.. 
Barbo  A  HolMngtworth  CorponUoa,  WO- 

mlngtoii,  Del.... 

Howard  Shipyards  Co.,  JeHeraonrUio,  Ind. 

I.  F.  Dutbiei  Co.,  SeaUle,  Wash 

lamea  Rees  A  Baaa  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  Fa 
Manitowoc  Shipbaflding  0»., 

Wl» 


102 

S7 
12 

10 
3 
2 

14 
2 

13 

1 

M 

4 

U 

5 
6 
1 

11 


52.100 

103,400 
T4.8e3 

37.  COO 

»1.«00 

375 

67,700 

S6 

87,800 

75 

74,130 
378 

63,  H0 

2,«sa 

26,850 
300 


103 

27 
7 

4 

e 

2 
12 
3 


17,450 
•  Detailed  statement  new  contract*  not  noaivad. 


63,100 

103.400 

44,066 

21,000 

»1,6» 

375 

58,700 
66 

74,444 

76 

33,630 
376 

46,384 

3,060 

5,370 

300 


1O.7D0 
*InoainpM«. 


5 

4 

30,827 
16,600 

3 

9,000 

3 

13,356 

U 

40,510 

4 

17,«» 

4 

21,48» 

«,n> 
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Shipyards. 


Herrffl-Stovaiis  Co. ,  Jacksanrllle,  Fla 

Moon  &  Soott  Iran  Works,  Oakbnd,  Csl. . . 
Nswport  News  Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock 

Co,,  Newport  News,  Va 

New  York  Bhipballdliic  Co.,  Camden,  N.  J. 
FmoSTlvaiiia  BhipbuUding  Co.,  Qloucester, 

Fraey  A  jonec  Co.,  Wftailngton!  M.!!!!!! 

Biter -Conley  Uanolacturlng  Co.,  Pltts- 
burgh.  Pa 

Btattle  Construction  &  Diy  Dock  Co., 
Seattle,  Wash 

ainuer  A  Eddy  Con>oration,  Seattle, 
Wash V 

Spedden  BhtpbuOding  Co^,  Baltimore,  Md.. 

Standard  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  New 
York,N.Y 

Statan  Islaiid  Shlpbolidlng  Co.,  Fort  Rich- 
mond, N.  Y 

Sm  8h|pbailding  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.... 

Tampa  Foondiy  &  Macfahie  Co.,  Tampa,  Fla. 

Tank-Ship  Bmldlng  Corporation,  New- 
boig,  N.  Y 

Texas  Steamship  Co.,  Bath,  Me 

Toledo  SblpbnlHhu  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Unhm  Iron  Works  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

WOlamatte  Iron  &  Steel  Works  and  Nortli. 
west  Steel  Co.,  Portland,  Oreg 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  &  Engine  Build- 
ing Co.,  Hilladelphia 

Total 


Merchant  oonstmo- 
tkm,  Oct.  1, 1918. 


Num- 
ber. 


417 


Grass  tons. 


2,SO0 
35.600 

97,573 
133,801 

es.ooo 
12,  la) 

3,000 

5«,70O 

£8,640 
730 

28,800 

5,041 
12,400 
2,000 

1,000 

26,000 

20,090 

a  176,028 

30,900 

64,200 


•  1,454,270 


To  be  launched  during  fiscal  year 
ending- 


June  30,  1017. 


Num- 
Iwr. 


Gross  tons. 


326 


2,.r00 
15.U00 

62,325 
79,835 

27,600 
2,550 


42,600 

36,720 
730 

28,800 

5,941 


2,000 

1,000 

12,600 

15,290 

•  131,228 

22,800 

64,200 


•  998,035 


Time  30,  1918. 


Num- 
ber. 


91 


Gross 
tons. 


20,600 

45,248 
53,900 

37,500 
9,600 

3,000 

14,100 

22,920 


i 


12,400 


13,400 
5,400 
44,800 

17,100 


456,235 


■Incomplete. 


Sdaflg  of  New  Contiacts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  building 
steel  ships  entered  into  during  September,  1916,  so  far  as  reported 
by  ahipbiiilders: 


Vessels. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

Probable  date  of 
launch. 

Ameriesn  Shlpbuild- 
ImCo.: 
Cleveland  yard- 
No.  465  

2,I0O 

7,300 
7.300 
7,300 

2,100 
2,100 
2,100 
2,100 
2,100 

2,100 

2,100 
2,100 

4,150 

<,uo 

n 
11 
11 

9} 
9i 
91 
Hi 
BJ 

»i 

el 

Lorain  yard- 
No.  721 

do 

do 

No.  722 

do 

do 

No  723  . 

do 

.do           ... 

Detroit  yard- 
No.  aB 

No.  204 

No.  205 

No.  208 

No  207 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do   ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do          

CU^  yard- 

do 

do 

Buperior  yard- 
No.  528 

do 

do    

do 

...do 

Baltimore    Dry 
Docks    &    Ship- 
bonding  Co.: 
No.  3 

do   

do 

Jan.,  1918. 

No.  8? ;.,.. 

do  ..••••■■■••>•••• 

do • 

Fob  ,  1918. 
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Vttaels. 

OroB 

ton- 
nage 

Speed, 
knots. 

Ovner. 

Trade. 

Probable  data  ot 
launch. 

Qratt  Lakes  Engi- 
neeriOK  Works: 
Na  16S 

3.600 
3.600 

g.ono 

2.  £50 

2.500 
2,500 

6,000 
6,000 
6,000 

6,260 
7.000 

6,000 
6,000 
6.O0O 
(,000 
6.000 
6,000 
8,750 
8,750 
8,750 
8,750 

1,600 
1,500 

6,7W 

6,730 
6.730 
6,730 

500 
6M 

3,600 

6,700 
6.700 

Gaston,  WOlianu   A 

Wlinnore. 
do 

Ocean 

No.  160 

do 

No.  170 

PUtsborghS.B.  Co.... 

Builder's  account 

do 

lake 

No.  1  (2 

No.  173 

do 

do 

Na  174 

do 

No  175. 

do 

do 

Moore  &  Scott  Iron 
Works: 
No.  113 

10} 

June.  1917. 

No.  114 

104 do 

..  .™o:::;:::::;:;:: 

July,  1»17. 

No.  115 

Nov  York  8hlp- 
bnlldiii*  Ca: 
No.  19ft 

lol 

10 

11$ 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

do 

Darrow-UannCo 

Qnlf  Reflniiq;  Co 

For  Norwegian  account 
do 

do 

C^UIer 

Oct.,  inr. 

No  IflO 

BulkoO 

P«ovylvaois  Sbip- 
buDdtagCo.: 
No.r..     . 

do 

No.  2 

..  ..do  

No.3 

do 

do 

No  4      

do 

...  .do 

No.6 

do J 

do 

No.6 

de 

..    jlo 

No.  7 

.     .do 

oufln 

No.  8 

do 

.^rS).:::.:::::..:: 

No. »  .. 

.  ..tf» 

.do 

No.  10 

da 

do 

Bltar^onlarManm- 
toctaring  Co.:     . 

OuU  Refining  Co 

do 

BulkoO 

jtiiTi,m7. 
Sept.  i,m7. 

Ang.,  1M7. 

do 

SUnnar    it     Eddy 
CnuKatlM: 

No.  7. 

11 
11 
11 
11 

Not  ehr«B 

Carflo  .............. . 

No  8 

"!\:&!T"/.......::.. 

^^       ....... .. 

Nov    1917. 

No.  9. 

do. 

...do 

Dae.,  1917. 

No  10 

do. 

Tampico  Navlgatton 

Co. 
dOw 

..  do      

t)o. 

Tank-Ship  BuUding 
Corporatkin: 
No.4 

Bulk  oil 

Ibr.,  1917. 

No.  5.. 

do 

Dai 

Unkn  Iron  Works 
Co.: 
No.  154 

10) 
10) 

A.  O.  Lindvig  (Nor.) . 

For    Norw^ian    ac- 

oonnt. 
do 

m7deilTM7. 
Winter.  1917-18. 

Wlllametto  Iran  & 
Stoet    Works    A 
Nartbwast    Steel 
Co.: 

do 

do 

Do. 

Total  (47  Tes- 
tis). 

208,686 

Completed  ships. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  ships  completed 
during  the  month  of  September,  1916,  by  the  respective  builders 
named.  When  no  rig  is  shown  it  will  be  understood  that  the  vessel 
is  a  steamer. 


Vessels. 

ansa 

tonnage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Typaw 

Tndtt. 

American    Shipbuilding   Co. 
(Cleveland  yard):* 
Johan  MJelde 

2,049 
3,060 

St 

N.  IQalde  (Nor.) 

^ 

...40  ...... 

r«gn. 

OIjOOH 

Arthur  HathleaaB  (Nor.) ... 

a  Complatad  during  Jnly  and  AagoM,  but  not  raportad  betor*  0«pta»b«c. 
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Onns 
tonnaga. 


Speed, 
knots. 


Owner. 


Typfc 


Tnda. 


American  StJpboilding  Co. 
(Detralt;ard): 

Oaat*. , 

aua 

Vestland 

BiUlnKira  Dry  Docks  &  Sbip- 
baOding  Co.: 

BnuneU  Point  (Oa.  s.) .... 
ElUcott  Macbtne  Corporation: 

P.  B.R.,No.  27 

Great  Lakes  Towing  Co,: 

Georgia 

Newport  News  SliipbuUding 
A  Dry  Dock  Co.: 

Henry  R.  Mallory 

Fna^  A  Jones  Co.: 

P.  B.  R.  272  (bge.) 

Wlnterthnr 

Staten  Island  Ship  Boading 

F.B.  R.  No.  lol 

Tank'^h^  BaBding  Corpora- 
tion: 
NaTepdoca  T2  (bge.) 

NaTegadon  73  (bge.) 

Naregadora  74  (bge.) 

ToMo  sEipbnUding  Co.: 

TwlUta 

Union  Iron  Works  Co.: 

D.O.Seoaeld 

Paflhbflrft 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  SUp  & 
EneiDe  Bolldtng  Co.: 

ranoQ 

Total  as  Tcsseb) 


2,aso 

3,060 
2,050 


3,2(0 
191 
98 

<,200 

229 
103 


419 

419 
419 

1,865 

8,  (SI 

8,905 


7,157 


48,008 


II 
9 


A.  O.  Lindvig  (Nor.) . 

do 

Eriing  Lund  (Nor.)... 


Vacuum  Oil  Co 

Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co. . 
Qrait  Lakes  Towing  Co. 


Mallory  S.S.  Line}.. 


Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co 

Pbfladelphia    &    Reading 
R.  R.  Co. 


Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co  . 


Compania   de    Inversion«i 
de Tamploo  S.  A.  (Hex.) 

do 

! do 


Standard  Oil  Co.  (N.  J.) 


Standard  Oil  Co.  (Cal.). 
Vacuum  Oil  Co 


TbeSunCo. 


Cargo. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


BulkoB... 
Towing... 
..do.... 


Cargo  and 
passenger. 

Cargo 

Towing... 


Steam 
lighter. 


Bulk  oil  . 


..do.. 
..do.. 

Cargo. 


Bulk  on... 
..do... 


.do. 


Foreign. 
Do. 
Da 


Do. 
Coastwise. 
Da 


Da 


Da 
Da 


Da 


Foreign. 

Da 
Do. 

Do. 

Da 
Da 


Do. 


AMEBICAN  CONSTJIAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  resi>ective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
venue. 

Address. 

Oibiana.  lohn  Boll       

Havre,  France 

St.  Oail^Bwitierland.. 
Bristol,  England 

Oct.   21 
Nov.    1 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Do. 

Vfk9,  WuUam  J 

1200  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Oncer.  Wtlbar  T 

8eville'Spi& 

Port    Limon,    Costa 
Rica. 

Calmry,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Oct.  30 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Department  of  Htate,  Washinclon,  D.  0. 
31  Bruoe  Avonuo  Yonkors  N  Y 

Dflnansm  '^hMft^^ 

Chnn  Harold  D 

Saugerties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Qtamberlin,  Oeorge  E 

Bpahr,  Herman  L.e 

Wlnslow,  Edward  D 

Montevideo,'  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Forol^ 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 
Building,  Chirago,  lU. 

Dec.  11 

•Mr.  Spahr  will  be  In  New  York  City  from  October  10  to  20,  and  wUl  be  pleased  to 
'tonter  with  those  Interested  In  the  Cmgtwyan  trade. 
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BXW  IHBVSTSIES  IS  BABOILOHA. 

[ConsQl  General  C«rl  Bailey  Burst,  Barceloiia.  Spain,  Aax.  29.] 

The  paralyzation  of  industrial  life  in  northeastern  Spain  manifest 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  has  gradually  disappeared,  and  exporters 
have  attained  a  prosperity  unparalleled  in  times  of  peace,  owing  to 
numerous  orders  from  belligerant  countries.  Called  upon  to  furnish 
their  maximum  output,  manufacturers  were  confronted  with  a  want 
of  certain  necessary  materials  used  in  their  mills  and  hitherto  im- 

Eorted,  but  local  enterprises  met  the  situation  by  the  development  of 
ranches  of  industry,  new  or  slightly  exploited  before  the  wajr  that 
in  a  large  measure  supplied  what  was  lacMng,  although  the  difficulty 
in  getting  machinery  rendered  the  task  difficult.  Many  of  the  enter- 
prises registered  in  Barcelona  since  1914  are  formed  with  compara- 
tively limited  capital,  but  this  is  offset  by  their  number  and  steady 
output. 
Indiutxles  Started  Since  Commencement  of  War. 

Of  the  new  industries  started  since  the  war  11  are  of  considerable 
importance,  among  them  a  factory  for  making  metallic  capsules  for 
bottle  tops  with  a  capital  of.  about  $50,000,  one  for  electric  wire  and 
cable  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  one  for  enameled  ironware  with  a 
capital  of  $30,000,  and  one  for  zinc  with  a  capital  of  $20,000.  Among 
smaller  companies  created  with  capital  of  $10,000  and  under  may 
be  mentioned  one  for  hardware,  a  foundry,  a  rolling  mill,  a  factory 
for  galvanized  tin  and  zinc,  a  needle  and  metal-button  factory,  and 
one  tor  articles  of  precious  metals.  No  great  machinery  works  have 
been  erected  that  can  in  any  way  replace  former  supplies  from 
abroad.  Existing  machinery  plants  have  been  greatly  augmented 
and  a  group  of  foreign  capitalists  has  acquired  and  transformed 
an  important  iron  foundry  that  had  been  closed.  A  former  hard- 
ware factory  has  been  converted  by  foreign  capital  into  a  large  ^eet- 
iron  and  steel-rolling  mill  and  large  machine  works  are  being  pot 
up,  which  when  completed  will  occupy  an  entire  block  in  the  suoiufos 
of  £arcel(ma. 
SntntitDttBg  lavorted  Chemicals. 

The  greatest  advantages  to  Catalan  enterprise  which  have  resulted 
irom  the  war  are  in  the  field  of  chemical  industries.  No  other 
branch  felt  so  keenly  the  effect  of  the  war  at  the  outset,  and  the  prices 
to  which  chemicals  rose  may  be  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  a  barrel 
of  certain  dyeing  material  that  normally  cost  about  $50  reached  the 
price  of  $1,400.  The  result  was  that  many  manufacturers  and  ex- 
perts with  little  capital  and  experience  began  experiments  with 
material  available  and  have  been  able  to  substitute  many  chemicals 
formerly  imported.  They  succeeded  in  producing  aniline  dyes  and 
black  dyes  ot  different  classes,  and  by  degrees  Spanish  dyeing  estab- 
lishments were  supplied  with  domestic  products.  Numbers  of  chemi- 
cal works  have  been  registered  in  Barcelona  since  1914,  and  among 
the  more  important  are  one  for  nitrogen  products  with  a  capital  oi 
$200,000;  one  for  oils  and  soaps  of  all  classes,  capital  $200,000;  one 
for  agricultural  fertilizers,  capital  $140,000;  alcohol  of  all  claases, 
capital  ^50,000;  glucose  and  its  derivatives,  capital  $40,0<X);  anilijA« 
dyes,  capital  $39,000;  drugs,  essences,  etc.,  capital  $24,()00;  and  one 
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for  ehraucal  prodiK^  in  general,  capital  $20,000.  Among  those  with 
smaller  capital  are  factories  for  making  liquid  lye,  inks,  varnishes 
and  glue,  alcohol,  waterproof  cloth,  rosin,  general  chemical  products, 
rubber,  cnpric  preparations,  sensitized  photographic  papers  ana 
films,  the  extraction  of  carbonate  of  potash  from  raw  wool ;  carbonic 
acid ;  chemical  fertilizers  and  their  derivatives ;  and  cream  of  tartar. 
Other  and  more  important  factories  in  the  chemical  line  are  projected. 

Tlie  Textile  Industries. 

Textiles  and  yarns  form  an  important  branch  in  Catalan  industry 
and  are  well  developed,  so  it  is  not  remarkable  that  the  textile  com- 
panies  created  since  the  war,  while  numerous,  are  not  so  important 
as  those  already  existing.  Some  of  the  large  established  cotton  mills 
have  been  devoted  especially  to  the  manufacture  of  absorbent  cotton, 
an  industry  already  establi^ed  here,  but  on  a  smaller  scale.  Spanish 
textiles  have  been  m  demand  in  warring  countries  as  well  as  in  South 
America,  and  Catalan  producers,  accustomed  to  work  for  a  limited 
market  with  many  competitors,  were  suddenly  overwhelmed,  with 
orders  when  there  was  a  scarcity  of  raw  material,  dyes,  needles,  and 
other  reqmsites.  Forty-six  new  textile  companies  have  been  regis- 
ter^ in  Barcelona  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Some  of  them 
are  of  conaderable  importance,  the  chief  ones  being  a  silk  textile 
mUl,  capital  $100,000:  a  cotton  yam  and  textile  mill,  capital  $100,000; 
a  cotton  textile  and  blanket  mill,  capital  $73,000 ;  a  cotton,  wool,  and 
alk  mill,  cafutal  $40,000;  a  cotton-knitting  milL  capital  $40,000;  a 
cotton- wea vine  mill,  capital  $30,000;  a  knit  goods  null,  capital  $25,- 
000;  and  two  for  textiles  in  general,  with  capital  at  $25,000  and  $30,- 
COO,  respectively. 

ItulmK  aad  Ottar  Zadutries. 

The  local  tanning  industry  has  also  profited  by  the  war.  In  a  cer^ 
tain  part  of  Catalonia  there  are  peculiar  natural  facilities  for  this 
indusitry,  and  at  one  time  Catalan  leathers  enjoyed  a  world-wide 
fame.  Since  the  war  12  new  tanneries  have  been  set  upin  Barcelona, 
bat  ncme  of  t^ese  at  present  produces  fine  leathers.  The  largest  ox 
these  new  tanneries  is  established  with  a  capital  of  $10,000. 

Six  companies  for  the  preparation  of  alimentary  products  have 
been  formed,  with  capital  of  $50,000,  $20,000,  and  less. 

Other  companies  have  been  organized,  the  origin  of  which  may  be 
traced  to  the  war,  in  that  they  are  destined  to  replace  articles  for- 
merly imported.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  a  piano  factory, 
with  a  capital  of  $53,000;  a  factory  for  grindstones,  crucibles,  and 
emery  products,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000 ;  and  plants  for  producing 
straw  hats,  hydraulic  mosaics,  glass,  pulleys,  cardboard  boxes,  cine- 
matograph films,  shirts,  briquettes,  buttons,  antiseptics,  neckties,  fur- 
niture, gramaphone  disks,  toys,  and  others.  Some  of  th^e  companies 
would  probably  have  been  formed  under  any  circumstances,  but  there 
is  no  donbt  Uiat  the  war  has  created  a  situation  here  which  has  tended 
to  stimulate  industrial  activity  in  all  branches. 


The  Formosa  Sugar  Association  has  annoimced,  states  the  Jap- 
Uiese  press,  that  this  year's  yield  of  sugar  in  Formosa  amounted  to 
^f^jm  piculs  (324,246  short  tons). 
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BECENT  BESEABCH  BESITLTS  DT  BBDISH  DTDirSTBIES. 

[Tlce  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  England,  Sept  20.] 

The  great  stimulus  that  scientific  research  and  invention  in  indus- 
trial enterprises  have  received  in  the  past  few  years  has  resulted  in 
the  discovery  of  numerous  synthetic  substitutes  for  important  arti- 
cles, although  manufacture  on  the  large  scale  necessary  for  practical 
utilization  has  in  many  instances  proved  too  expensive  or  compli- 
cated for  extensive  adoption. 

Besides  the  theoretically  successful  production  of  synthetic  rub- 
ber, many  substitutes  have  been  offered  for  gasoline,  leather,  and 
aniline  dyestutfs,  and  numerous  patents  have  been  recorded  for 

Erocesses  by  which  the  valuable  constituents  of  waste  materials  may 
B  recovered  and  utilized  for  further  manufactures. 
Among  interesting  developments  of  significance  appear  the  possi- 
bilities of  wood  pulp,  which,  in  addition  to  the  use  in  paper  making, 
is  being  employed  for  producing  wholly  or  in  part  a  variety  of  arti- 
ficial silk  fabrics,  as  substitutes  for  cotton,  and  for  the  manufacture 
of  industrial  alcohol. 

Production  of  Substitutes  for  OasoUne. 

Substitutes  for  gasoline  have  not  achieved  a  notable  success  in 
England,  because  the  prevailing  types  of  motors  are  especially  con- 
structed for  gasoline  combustion  rather  than  because  the  new  kinds 
of  fuel  are  defective;  and  in  order  to  prevent  a  rapid  accinmilation 
of  foreign  matter  in  engines,  the  basis  of  the  new  substitutes  is  gen- 
erally gasoline,  which  is  substantially  dilluted  with  other  combustible 
materials.  Experiments  made  with  kerosene  and  benzol  for  use  in 
internal-combustion  engines  have  met  with  some  success. 

Abstracts  of  noteworthy  English  patents  have  appeared  recently 
in  abridged  form  in  many  British  trade  journals.    Among  these  are : 

Eecovery  of  rubber  from  rubber  fabrics. — The  recovery  of  rubber 
from  rubber  fabrics,  e.  g.,  tires,  may  be  accomplished  by  treatment 
with  boiling  tetra-chlorethane  in  a  closed  vessel.  In  order  to  obtain 
rubber  free  from  uncombined  sulphur,  this  solvent  treatment  may 
be  carried  out  in  two  stages,  the  sulpliur  being  first  dissolved  out 
before  the  rubber  enters  into  solution.    (Eng.  Pat.  No.  10146,  1915.) 

Substitute  for  leather. — Kosin  is  dissolved  in  linseed-oil  varnish 
in  such  quantities  as  to  produce  a  viscous  mass,  which  is  then  kneaded 
with  milk  curd  into  a  stiff  paste.  A  small  amount  of  slaked  lime  is 
added  to  the  mixture.  This  paste  can  be  used  for  impregnating  can- 
vas, which,  after  drying,  may  be  soaked  and  pressed  and  employed 
as  a  substitute  for  leather.  (Eng.  Pat.  No.  15064, 1915.) 
other  Xanufaotured  Products. 

Artificial  leather. — ^Linen  duck  is  coated  with  a  varnish,  to  which 
is  added  a  small  quantity  of  siccative  and  Venetian  red.  Several  lay- 
ers of  the  dried  linen  are  then  joined  together  in  sheets  of  varying 
thickness.  The  adhesive  mixture  used  for  this  purpose  consists  of 
four  parts  of  heated  wood-tar  pitch,  with  the  addition,  during  con- 
stant stirring,  of  two  parts  of  india  rubber,  dissolved  in  benzol ;  four 
parts  of  Venetian  red,  mixed  to  a  thick  consistency  with  French  tur- 
pentine oil;  and  two  parts  of  cork  powder.  Sheets  thus  prepared  are. 
compressed  between  powerful  rollers.  The  product,  it  is  claimed, 
serves  as  an  excellent  substitute  for  leather,  esi)ecially  for  the  soles  w 
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footwear.   It  can  be  easily  sewn,  pegged,  etc.,  and  can  replace  leather 
in  many  of  its  uses  (Eng.  Pat  No.  100038;  No.  1133, 1916), 

Artificial  sdlk. — In  the  production  of  artificial  silk  from  cellulose 
acetate  it  has  been  customary  to  force  this  material  through  fine  tubes 
into  water  or  aqueous  solutions  of  bases  or  salts.  It  is  now  claimed 
tiutt  lustrous  threads  are  obtained  by  squirting  the  substance  into 
caustic  soda  lye,  saturated  with  common  salt  A  solution  containing 
20  per  cent  of  salt  and  6  per  cent  of  caustic  soda  gives  good  results 
(Eng.  Pat  No.  13872, 1914). 


BESULTS  OF  GBATHSH  AHB  TILEFISH  CAXPAIGHS. 

Increased  public  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  grayfish  and 
the  landings  of  tilefish  have  continued  to  show  the  importance  of  that 
fiBhery  as  a  source  of  food,  according  to  reports  received  during  the 
I»st  month  by  tiie  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  There  are 
indications  that  anotiier  season  will  witness  a  marked  development  in 
tile  grayfish  campaign,  as  a  re^t  of  the  preliminary  work  done  in 
the  course  of  a  portion  of  the  past  season.  This  has  been  somewhat 
hampered  by  an  inadequate  pack,  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  bill 
authorizing  the  work  did  not  become  law  until  the  grayfish  season 
was  practically  over,  while  the  packers  did  not  fully  appreciate  their 
oppoitaaity  nntil  it  was  almost  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  it  Sev- 
eral canners  have  declared  thar  desire  to  pack  the  fish  next  spring. 
The  consaraer  is  being  educated  to  uee  it:  several  thousand  persons 
passed  favorably  on  it  at  the  fish  fair  in  £!astport.  Me. ;  and  individ- 
nals  and  small  groups  of  pers<m8  are  trying  it  as  a  result  of  the 
bureau's  recommendations. 

tutinci  of  TOetsk  far  tkc  Past  Two  Kmth*. 

The  landings  of  tilefish  daring  August  amounted  to  1,397,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $46,290,  at  New  York,  and  180,000  pounds,  worth 
|5;400,  at  Boston,  a  total  of  1,577,000  pounds,  valued  at  $51,690.  The 
pnce  per  pound  ranged  from  2  to  5  cents.  During  September  1,002,- 
000  pounds,  valued  at  $34,800,  were  landed  at  New  York  and  214,528 
punds,  selling  for  $5,760,  at  Boston,  the  totals  for  the  two  ports 
being  1,216,528  pounds  and  $40,060.  The  price  per  pound  ranged 
from  2  to  4  cents. 

The  quantity  landed  at  New  York  during  these  two  months  was 
considerably  bielbw  the  landings  in  July,  but  the  fishermen  obtained 
a  better  pnce,  and  the  total  values  were  almost  equal  to  the  result  in 
that  month.  The  fishery  for  the  last  four  months  has  been  yielding 
at  the  rate  of  about  20,000,000  pounds  per  annum,  but  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  be  less  actively  prosecuted  during  the  winter.  Several 
of  the  smaller  vessels  engaged  in  it  will  be  withdrawn  during  October 
on  account  of  unfavorable  weather. 


Chilean  Congress  Passes  Antofagasta  Fort-Works  law. 

Cionsol  Th<Hnas  W.  Yoetter  reports,  under  date  of  September  8, 
that  Chilean  newspapers  state  that  the  bill  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  harbor  works  at  Antofagasta  (the  main  features  of 
ythitik  were  given  in  Daily  Consular  and  Tnuie  Beports  for  Sept 
S,  1914)  has  passed  both  Houses  of  the  National  Congress  and  has 
been  approved  by  the  Council  of  Government. 
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JEWELRY  MABEETS  IS  SCABDIHAVIAN  COTTBTBIES. 

[Consul  General  E.  Baldenuin  Dennlson,  Cbrlstlania,  Nonray,  Ang.  24.] 

The  demand  for  jewelry  in  Christiania  is  large,  on  account  of  the 
prosperous  conditions  in  Norway.  The  war  has  brought  increased 
wealth  to  the  country,  and  the  sale  of  luxuries  of  all  kinds,  includmg 
jewelry,  has  increased  enormously.  The  statistics  do  not  show  the 
amounts  imported  from  each  country,  but  merchants  state  that  the 
largest  part,  especially  the  14-karat  gold  jewelry,  comes  from  Ger- 
many. Well-established  dealers  handle  only  this  class  of  goods.  A 
large  amount  of  14-karat  jewelry  is  also  made  in  Norway. 

With  the  increased  wealth  among  the  people  generally,  the  market 
here  for  medium  and  low-priced  jewelry  is  good.  Competition,  how- 
ever, is  very  keen,  and  is  met  by  Grerman  manufacturers  by  concen- 
trating their  output  on  a  few  patterns  or  articles  which  they  are  able, 
in  this  way,  to  sell  at  very  low  prices.  An  attempt  has  been  made  by 
English  and  Fi-ench  manufacturers  to  introduce  tueir  goods,  but  with- 
out much  success,  as  the  lines  chosen  were  of  too  good  a  quality  and 
consequently  too  high  in  price. 
Ho  Obstaole  to  Sale  of  American  Ooods. 

The  sale  of  American  jewelry  is  not  large,  but  if  prices  are  low 
enough  there  is  no  obstacle  to  their  successful  introduction.  One 
difficulty,  however,  is  the  fact  that  jewelers  do  not  buy  from  catalogues 
but  insist  upon  seeing  samples.  This  is  the  principal  reason  why  the 
Germans  are  in  control  of  such  a  large  part  of  the  market.  They 
send  their  traveling  salesmen  through  the  country  with  samples  and 
stocks.  These  travelers  frequently  represent  other  lines  of  goods  as 
well,  and  expenses  are  in  this  way  divided  among  several  firms. 

The  Norwegian  import  duty  on  gold  and  platinum  jewelry  is  30 
crowns  per  kilo  ($8.04  per  2.2  pounds). 

The  Public  Guardian  states  that  the  stamping  law  of  Norway 
permits  the  sale  of  9  or  10  carat  gold  jewelry,  but  it  must  be 
stamped  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  easily  legible,  and  it  must  be  sold 
in  accordance  with  this  stamping.  Misrepresentations  are  subject 
to  criminal  action. 

The  standard  goods  here  arc  14-carat,  equal  to  585/1000  fine.  It  is 
permissible  to  use  582/1000  fine,  but  if  the  standard  is  lower,  it  is 
referred  to  the  proper  authorities  for  action.  German  goods  seem  to 
run  from  575/1000  to  585/1000. 

Silver  used  in  jewelry  must  be  830/1000  fine  and  enameled  silver 
925/1000  fine.  The  authorities  in  control  make  an  investigation  of 
jewelry  all  over  the  country  about  once  in  three  years. 

\A  list  of  Jewelry  dealers  In  Ohristlnnia  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  KuretKn  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Befer  to 
File  No.  80059.] 

[Vice  Consul  Wllbelm  llartman,  Goteborg,  Sweden,  July  27.] 
Sweden  Heqnlret  Articles  to  be  Tested  and  Stamped. 

In  Sweden  articles  sold  under  the  name  of  gold  must  not  contain 
less  than  750/1000  of  pure  gold.  Usually  they  contain  at  least 
765/1000.  All  articles  of  gold  and  silver  offereid  for  sale  as  such 
must  first  be  tested  and  stamped.  Articles  of  gold  manufactured 
abroad  are  provided  with  a  special  stamp.    Those  made  in  Sweden 
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are  provided  with  the  comptroller's  mark  (three  crowns  withm  an 
oval) ,  figures  indicating  the  gold  content,  the  name  or  initials  of  the 
manufacturer,  a  mark  indicating  the  place  of  manufacture,  and  a 
"Snndaj-letter"  indicating  the  year  of  manufacture.  All  of  these 
stamps,  or  at  least  the  comptroller's  mark  and  the  carat  mark,  must 
be  put  on  by  the  proper  Swedish  officers.  Gold-plated  articles  are 
in  the  market    They  are  usually  called  and  labeled  "  Double." 

Articles  of  silver  sold  as  such  must  contain  at  least  820/1,000  of 
pure  silver.  They  are  tested  and  stamped  in  about  the  same  manner 
as  gold,  with  addition  of  the  letter  "S."  Silver-plated  German 
alver  is  stamped  "  N.  S."  (new  silver). 

Vtodaetton  of  Swedish  Q«ldsmitl»  and  Silversmiths. 

This  office  does  not  know  of  any  wholesale  dealer  or  jobber  in 
jewelry  in  Goteborg.  The  firms  engaged  in  this  line  of  business  in 
this  city  are  really  manufacturers  on  a  small  scale  and  retail  dealers. 
In  Stockholm  and  Mnlmo  there  are  more  prominent  manufacturers. 

The  values  of  the  productions  of  the  Swedish  goldsmiths  and 
alversmiths  in  1914  were:  Manufactures  of  gold,  assaying  at  least 
760/1,000  of  pure  gold,  $313,739;  gold  manufactures,  with  lower  con- 
tent of  pure  gold,  $801;  manufactures  of  silver,  $312,233;  gold 
drawers'  products  and  gold  leaf  and  silver  leaf,  $38,940;  manu- 
facture of  German  silver,  $398,424 ;  other  articles,  $32,727 ;  repairs, 
$24,615;  total,  $1,121,479.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  of  this 
consisted  of  jewelry. 

The  values  of  the  imports  of  articles  of  gold  (except  coins)  and 
of  jewelry  of  other  metals  than  gold,  silver,  or  platina  in  1914  were : 
Gold  ^eets  and  wire— from  Germany,  $33,220;  France,  $6,376;  Nor- 
way, ^,685;  other  countries,  $1,871;  total,  $44,162.  Other  manu- 
factures of  gold — from  Grermany,  $53,345;  Denmark,  $12,755; 
Switzerland,  $6,602 ;  other  countries,  $2,586 ;  total,  $75,288.  Jewelry 
of  oUier  metais  than  gold,  silver,  or  platina — from  Germany,  $163,- 
377;  Austria,  $19,481;  Denmark,  $11,151;  France,  $6,935;  other 
countries,  $4,241 ;  total,  ^05,185. 

(A  list  of  Jewelry  dealers  in  Goteborg  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  79727.]  

MUHOXTBASAirA  TIBEIl  OF  NOBTHEBN  BBAZDL 

(Consul  George  H.  PidcereU,  Fara,  Aug.  SI.] 

Samples,  washed  and  unwashed,  of  "  mungubarana  "  fiber,  which 

Sows  extensdvely  in  the  State  of  Para,  have  been  forwarded  from 
e  Para  consulate.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  longest  fiber  obtain- 
able in  Brazil,  and  it  is  stated  that  with  proper  machinery  a  thin 
product  could  be  obtained. 

The  samples  were  presented  to  the  consulate  by  a  citizen  of  Para, 
who  states  that  he  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  from  12  to  15  tons  of 
the  fiber  per  month.  He  desires  to  know  the  price  that  interested 
finns  in  America  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  it.  More  samples  may 
be  obtained  through  the  Para  consulate. 

rite  samples  mentioned  may  l>e  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
■BMle  Oommerce  or  its  district  offices.  The  name  of  the  person  In  Para  may 
w  obtained  from  these  offices  or  from  the  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau. 
Btfer  in  either  case  to  file  No.  80454.] 
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POSmOH  OF  GASOUHE  SUBSTITUTES  DT  GBEAI  BBTTAIH. 

[Consul  General  Bobert  F.  Skinner,  Itondon,  Ang.  31.] 

The  imports  of  petroleum  products  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
year  1915  reached  in  round  figures  475,000,000  gallons,  or  over 
1,700,000  tons,  compared  with  460,000,000  gallons  in  1914  and  424,- 
000,000  gallons  in  1913,  exclusive  of  Admiralty  requirements  other 
than  motor  spirit  and  (since  August,  1914)  of  the  vast  quantities 
of  petroleum  products  imported  bj'  the  Government  for  its  own  use. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  import  figures  of  gasoline  alone,  with 
which  this  repoii  is  more  immediately  concerned,  it  appears  that  in 
the  year  1915  the  United  Kingdom  imported  146,000,000  gallons  of 
motor  spirit,  Iwing  26,000,000  gallons  in  excess  of  the  preceding 
year  and  40,000,000  gallons  more  than  in  the  year  1913.  It  is  m 
interest  to  note  that  of  the  total  i-ecorded  importation  of  motor 
spirit  in  1915  practically  one-half  came  from  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  and  nearly  all  of  the  remainder  from  the  Far  East.  The 
following  table  gives  the  figures  from  January  1,  1915,  to  July  3, 
3916: 


Imported  from— 


Dutch  East  Indies.. 

Holland 

Mexico 

United  SUtes 

Otber  countries. . .. . 

Total , 


1«15 


Oallatu. 
W,*ia,7tO 
134.100 

9.04fi,ca0 
(»,»«.  680 

0,815.S90 


146,334,700 


Jan.l-July 
3,1016. 


OtBons. 
10,418,370 


S.  226,380 

2S,734,n0 

1.890.300 


72,268,  C80 


Snbotltntes  now  on  Market. 

This  being  the  statistical  position  numerous  inventors  set  to  work 
to  find  efficient  fuel  .substitutes  for  the  use  of  motor  vehicles.  Among 
these  substitutes,  tiie  new  Lightning  Motor  Fuel,  which  is  designated 
a  "  British "  pnuluct,  although  all  its  ingredients  have  to  be  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries,  may  he  mentioned.  The  sole  con- 
trol for  the  sale  of  this  new^  motor  fuel  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Owner-Drivers'  Branch  of  a  well-known  trade-union 
(the  London  and  Provincial  Licensed  Vehicle  Workers),  which 
has  charge  of  2,000  cabs  out  of  the  5,000  still  on  the  London  streets. 
Its  secretary  stated  that  a  first  order  of  100,000  gallons  of  the  sub- 
stitute having  proved  satisfactoir,  a  further  order  of  5,000,000  gal- 
lons had  been  placed  with  the  makers  by  the  Owner-Drivers'  Branch. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  price  for  the  substitute  is  50  per  cent  below  that 
for  gasoline  (roughly  37  cents  a  gallon  against  73  cents).  It  consists 
of  50  per  cent  of  petrol  and  60  per  cent  of  chemicals,  the  nature  of 
which  is,  however,  kept  secret. 

In  connection  with  a  second  substitute  which  seems  to  be  attracting 
some  attention  in  trade  circles,  the  following  interesting  facts  were 
obtained : 

As  regards  other  substitutes  for  petrol,  I  am  unable  to  express. an  opinion; 
the  new  Lightning  Motor  Fuel  is  quite  new  and  luay  not  come  up  to  all  that  Is 
clained  for  It    We  ourselves  are  mailing  a  substitute,  which  is  an  intermediate 
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between  petrol  and  ott,  has  a  flash  point,  and  U  not  under  tlie  Petrol  Control 
Committee,  t>eing  an  oU  and  not  a  spirit;  It  can  also  be  stored  like  ordinarj' 
lamp  <dL  The  car  is  first  started  with  petrol  and  then  mns  along  on  onr  sub- 
stltDta,  Some  omnibns  companies  are  mixing  petrol  with  paraffin,  bnt  it  l3 
incoDTenlent,  smelly,  and  aifects  the  metal  parts.  •  •  * 
'  To  return  to  substitutes,  they  are  certain,  If  efficient,  to  keep  the  marlcet  after 
the  war,  as  they  will  always  i>e  cheaper  tlum  pore  petrol.  We  are  paying  £2 
(18.75)  and  over  per  barrel  for  freight  or  £12  ($R8.50)  a  ton  (6  barrels  to  the 
too),  and  this  freight  Is  likely  to  rise;  bulk  freight  is  now  1503.  (136.50)  a  ton. 
The  snbetltate  yon  mentioned  is  probably  made  of  some  tar  product  mixed  witli 
petrol,  bnt  lienzol,  though  a  tar  product,  being  commandeered  by  the  Govern- 
ment    *     *    *,     is  not  likely  to  be  used. 

If  pleasure  riding  were  stopped  altogether,  it  would  relieve  the  situation 
somewhat. 

llje  editor  of  the  Petroletun  Review,  a  leading  trade  paper  for  the 
oil  industry  and  an  impartial  authority,  expressed  himself  on  the 
question  in  the  following  terms : 

White  there  is  no  actnal  shortage  of  petrol  in  general,  there  is  a  great  uncer- 
tainty as  to  present  and  futnre  requirements.  That  the  producing  countries 
ate  not  dtort  of  stocks  is  shown  by  a  tendency  to  lower  prices  in  the  United 
States.  •  •  •  There  is  always  room  for  efficient  substitutes,  but  time  alono 
can  tell  bow  they  will  affect  the  market  in  general. 

iaeilean  Cart  Kva  Best  oa  tabtt}t«te8  Tried. 

A  few  days  ago  there  appeared  in  a  London  evening  paper  a  short 
description  of  a  new  substitute  which  was  deemed  of  sufficient  interest 
to  merit  closer  inquiry.  In  an  interview  one  of  the  promoters  gave 
the  following  details  as  to  this  and  other  substitutes : 

We  are  not  otriy  using  the  substitute  yon  mentioned,  but  are  trying  two  others; 
and  we  find  that  they  are  in  some  respects  even  better  than  the  fhrst  snbstitute. 
Petrol  is  not  essential  In  the  substitutes  tested ;  only  a  little  is  wanted  at  the 
first  to  start  up  and  warm  the  vaporizer,  after  which  the  car  runs  along  on  the 
pore  snlMtltute.  It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that  the  American-mode  cars 
ran  best  on  the  substitutes  tried,  which  contain  wood  spirit  The  specific  gravity 
of  petrol  is  about  0.700  and  for  the  substitute  0.780,  wlUch  secures  a  larger 
volume  of  vapor;  but  the  manipulation  being  a  little  more  complicated,  more 
of  the  substitute  lias  to  be  used,  so  that  there  is,  at  lu-esent,  no  actual  sitving 
to  a  given  mileage.  After  the  war  the  efficient  substitutes  are  likely  to  l>e 
cheaper  ttian  petrol.  This  will  also  make  us  independent  of  American  supplies. 
Where  petrol  is  absolutely  necessary,  our  colonies,  Persia,  and  Russia,  witli  is 
immense  untapped  resources,  will  be  able  to  supply  our  needs.  As  regards  a  tax 
on  substitutes,  I  may  tell  you  that  the  Government  is  contemplating  such  action, 
but  even  with  that  we  shall  be  able  to  beat  petrol  In  competition. 


FISH  LA9DED  AT  NEW  EHOIAin)  POBTS. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fishery  products  at  Boston  and  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  September,  1916, 
included  279  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston 
315  trips  aggregating  10,282,709  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $361,243; 
at  Gloucester,  181  trips  aggregating  6,882,068  pounds,  valued  at 
$252,483;  and  at  Portland,  145  trips  amounting  to  2,203,604  pounds, 
valued  at  $66,133. 

The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the  mcmth  amounted  to  641 
^P^  aggi'^ating  19,368.381  pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fish,  having 
a  value  to  tiie  fiidiermeu  of  $679,859. 
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TOSEieH  ISAOE  OFPOBTTJHinfS. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcra  and  Its  dlrtrlet  •■««■.    Reqnest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atete  opportitmlty  naaiber. 

The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usiml  precautions  sbould  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Machinery,  No.  22698. — ^The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in 
India  requesting  tbat  it  l)e  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  machinery  for  carding  and  spinning  wool  to  l)e  used  in  malting  carpets 
and  rugs,  the  machinery  to  turn  out  from  50  to  100  pounds  of  yarn  per  day. 
Electric  power  with  a  voltage  of  220  can  be  obtained  to  drive  the  plant 
Complete  information  as  to  shipping  and  installation  of  machinery  is 
desired. 

Coconuts  and  copra,  etc..  No.  22699. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
informs  the  Bureau  that  a  firm  in  his  district  would  like  to  communicate 
with  American  importers  interested  in  the  importation  of  coconuts  and 
copra.  Information  by  this  Arm  relative  to  machinery  for  separating  and 
preparing  copra  for  exportation  is  also  desired. 

Paper,  No.  22700. — A  firm  in  Australia  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exporters  of  various  kinds  of  paper.  Samples  and 
full  information  regarding  the  paper  required  can  be  obtained  at  tbe 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  157.) 

Machinery,  No.  22701. — ^A  firm  In  the  Far  East  desires  to  obtain  catalogues 
and  prices  of  cane  reeding  and  skiuuing  machines  of  all  sizes  for  working 
rattans  and  splitting  canes  for  furniture. 

Carboys,  No.  22702. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  the  Bureau 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  coninuniicate  with  .\inerican  manufac- 
turers of  carboys  of  various  kinds.  Orrespondence  in  Spanish.  Refer- 
ence. 

Olatt  jars  and  tin  plate.  No.  22703. — A  fruit-cniiuing  factory  In  Central  America 
desires  prices  on  1-plnt  and  1-quart  gliiss  jurs,  with  air-tight  tops,  and 
tin  plate  in  50,  70,  and  100  pound  Itoxes.  (.'orrespondence  in  Spanisli. 
References. 

Artificial  driers  for  copra.  No.  22704. — ^Tlie  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  n  letter 
from  a  man  in  Porto  Rico  requesting  that  lie  be  placed  in  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  artificial  driers  for  copra. 

Ice-cream  freezers.  No.  22705. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  requests 
catalogues  and  price  lists  of  ice-cream  freezer». 

Textiles,  No.  22706. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netlierlnnds  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  commission  iionse  in  his  district  desirous  of  representing 
in  that  country  and  In  the  Dutch  Ea.st  Indies  American  innnufacturers  and 
exporters  of  men's  and  women's  hosiery,  sewing  tiireads,  shirtings,  twills, 
quilts,  and  fancy  articles.  Correspondence  in  Englisii.  Terms,  cash  upon 
shipment  of  goods  f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Reference. 

Paper  bags.  No.  22707. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  In 
Cuba  requesting  tliat  It  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  manila  paiwr  bags. 
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EXTENSION  OF  NETHEBIAimS  EMBABOO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  received  from  the  American  consul,  Botterdam,  Oct.  14.] 

The  following  products  have  been  added  to  the  embargo  list: 
Rattan  and  manufactures  thereof,  steel  waste,  scrap  iron  and  steel, 
spinach,  endives,  peas,  raffia,  mustard,  willow  hoops,  rabbits,  rabbit 
meat,  fish,  wool  of  every  description,  bristles  and  manufactures 
thereof,  apricot  pulp,  cattle  horns,  spirits  and  cordials,  sauerkraut, 
all  preserved  vegetables,  esparto  grass,  all  lumber  and  planed  boards 
for  cigar  and  other  boxes,  rushes,  turkeys,  geese,  bananas,  oatmeal 
and  other  oat  products,  linoleum,  horsehair  and  manufactures 
thereof,  all  fertilizers  containing  phosphoric  acid,  stearine,  paraffine, 
China  tallow,  Japan  tallow  or  wax,  all  vegetable  waxes  and  mixtures 
thereof,  fresh  and  preserved  apples  and  pears,  lime  (ground  and 
unground),  limestone  and  shells,  preserved  meat  and  meat  products, 
cattle  hair  and  manufactures  thereof,  casein. 


EHBABGO  OK  CATTLE  IN  MEXICO. 

The  Department  of  State  has  received  a  cablegram  from  the 
special  representative  of  that  department  in  Mexico  stating  that  a 
decree  by  Carranza,  dated  October  5,  has  been  published  in  the  press, 
which  forbids  the  exportation  of  cattle  from  Mexico  except  through 
the  following  ports:  Nogales,  Naco,  Agua  Prieta,  Ciudad  Juarez, 
Ojbaga,  BoquiUas,  Villa  Acuna,  Laredo,  and  Matamoras.  A  zone 
20  kilometers  wide,  parallel  to  the  border,  has  been  fixed,  and  any 
moveinent  north  or  south  of  cattle  bred  outside  of  this  zone  is  con- 
sidered imlawful,  and  the  cattle  are  liable  to  confiscation. 


Vice  Consul  Claude  E.  Guyant,  of  Barranquilla,  reports  that  Co- 
lombia's budget  estimates  for  the  coming  year  place  the  expenditures 
at  $16,354,485  and  the  income  at  $14,720,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
$1,634,486, 
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SEITEWAL  OF  SOCIETT  ISL&ITOS  STEAMBHIP  CONTRACT. 

[Consul  Ihomas  B.  L.  Layton,  Tahiti,  Society  Islands,  Aog.  25.] 

An  article  was  publi^ed  in  Cosiubkce  BEPOsra  for  March  27, 
1916,  concerning  the  contract  between  the  Union  Steamship  Co. 
(Ltd.),  of  Dunedin,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Govenunoit  of  the  Frmch 
Establishments  in  Oceania  whereby  this  company  furnished  the  only 
steamship  service  to  the  colony  connecting  it  with  the  United  States, 
New  Zealand,  and  Australia.  American  shipowners  were  advised 
to  consider  the  opening  that  would  be  offered  them  to  bid  on  the 
agreement  for  furnishing  this  service  upon  the  expiration  of  the  ex- 
isting contract.  Notice  is  now  given  that  negotiations  are  in  prepress 
for  its  renewal. 

The  life  of  the  new  contract  will  be  either  for  the  duration  of  the 
war  or  until  the  close  of  1918.  The  terms  will  be  practically  the  same 
as  under  the  old  agreement,  which  is  to  end  on  November  1, 1916. 

K«y  iBTohre  Only  Bligkt  Alteratieas. 

The  essential  terms  of  the  expiring  contract,  as  published  in  the 
report  mentioned,  had  already  undeigone  certain  modifications  at 
that  time,  but  these  were  not  then  available.  There  may  be  no  altera- 
tions, or  only  slight  ones,  in  the  instrument  now  being  framed  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties. 

An  important  clause  in  the  agreements  between  the  colony  and  the 
company  in  the  past  has  been  that  which  permitted  the  operation  of 
the  vessels  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  cause  the  northbound  ships  to  sail 
for  San  Francisco  48  hours  before  the  arrival  of  the  southbound 
vessels.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  different  arrangement  in  this  respect 
Avill  be  made  in  the  new  contract.  The  same  order  of  sailings  and 
arrivals  applies  to  the  departures  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
The  southbound  ships  leave  two  days  before  the  northbound  vessels 
reach  port.  Under  this  arrangement  mail  remains  unanswered  for 
28  days,  the  interval  between  sailings  and  arrivals. 

[Copies  of  the  present  contract  for  this  steamship  service,  In  French  and, in 
English,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Couitnerce 
or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81080.] 


EUBOFEAK  COFFEE  STOCKS. 

[Consul  John  Bail  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  Sopt.  28.] 

The  total  coffee  stocks  in  Eui^ope  on  July  31,  1916,  amounted  to 
3,555,000  bags,  of  which  2,877,000  bags  came  from  Brazil  and  678,000 
bags  from  other  sources.  These  stocks  were  distributed  as  follows, 
in  bags:  Havre,  2,376,000;  Marseille,  255,000;  Bordeaux,  95,000: 
England,  601,000;  and  tlie  Netherlands,  228,000  bags. 

The  following  table  shows  the  coffee  stocks  in  bonded  warehoase 
at  Havre  on  August  31,  1916 :  ' 


Kinds. 

Bagf. 

Kinds. 

Bags. 

Kinds. 

Bags. 

SMrtos 

1,4W,S«2 
481. 3^ 
82.731 

115.700 
1.238 
18,257 

Wsoellaocnu 

7,S38 

1,SU 

916 
I.MS 

Fnnob  eolonlis— Ceo. 
NeirCaledoida 

Total 

In  course  of  dtschaqia. 

Qiand  total 

other  Bruillan 

Haitian                .     .  . 

French  colonias: 

Ouadaloam,  Uar- 
tlnlque 

t07 

\3m 

rontral  Amorican^ 
Vcnoiuelan 

Wadasnscor,  ne- 
union 

>,StS,OT 

IndoOhlna 

Malabar 

a.<n,4C8 
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LAMPS  AND  LAMP  CHDOTEYS  IN  HAIATSIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Darld  J.  Lewis,  81iv*pore,  Straits  SettlemeDts,  Aug.  23.] 

From  information  at  hand  it  would  appear  that  the  sale  of 
American  lamps  and  especially  lamp  chimneys  should  be  excep- 
tionally good  in  Malaysia.  The  principal  objection  to  the  Japanese 
lamp  chimneys  at  present  sold  in  this  market  is  that  they  are  poorly 
made,  contain  large  bubbles,  and  are  so  shaped  as  to  cause  most 
lamps  to  smoke  unnecessarily.  With  the  exception  of  Singapore, 
Penang,  and  a  few  of  the  larger  towns,  the  ordmary  oil  lamp  is  the 
only  means  of  illumination,  and  even  in  Singapore  there  are  con- 
siderable sections  where  gas  and  electric  lighting  are  not  available 
and  where  the  residents  must  rely  on  oil  lamps.  There  is,  of  course, 
a  large  demand  in  the  country  districts  and  most  of  the  estate 
residents  would  gladly  pay  higher  prices  for  lamp  chimneys  of  a 
better  grade. 

It  is  understood  that  in  China  an  American  company,  in  oi-der  to 
increase  the  sale  of  its  oil,  has  placed  on  the  market  a  good  low- 
priced  lamp  that  has  found  a  ready  sale.  Apparently  the  sale  of  this 
lamp  has  not  been  pushed  in  this  district.  In  addition  to  the  higher 
grade  lamps  it  would  appear  that  a  cheaj)er  variety  for  sale  to  the 
laboring  classes  would,  if  properly  advertised,  find  a  ready  market. 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House  has  sold  in  this  market  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  an  American  student  lamp  that  has  been  well  liked  and 
has  found  a  ready  sale,  but  the  manager  of  this  firm  states  that  he 
has  not  been  able  to  secure  a  further  supply. 
Impbrtt  of  Lamps  and  Lampware. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  lamps  and  lampware  into  the  Straits 
Settlements  for  1915  was  $65,859,  as  compared  with  $137,927  for  1914. 
Of  the  1915  imports,  $3,184  worth  came  from  the  United  States, 
while  $5,143  worth  was  iinported  from  the  United  States  in  1914. 
In  1915  the  imports  from  Japan  amounted  to  $8,653  against  $2,517 
for  1914,  while  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  supply  from  Germany 
from  $70,792  to  $9,431.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show 
$25,626  for  1915,  compared  with  $43,030  for  1914. 


DEHONSTBATIONS  OF  FARM  TRACIOBS  IN  THE  LOIBE. 

[Vice  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Etlenne,  France,  Sept.  2S.1 

Keeping  pace  with  farm-tractor  trials  and  denionstrations  in  the 
United  States,  the  Services  Agricolcs  of  the  Department  of  the  Loire 
will  shortly  begin  a  series  of  similar  events  to  exemplify  the  new 
"  mechanical  cmtui'e,"  as  the  employment  of  gasoline-propelled  farm 
implements  is  termed  in  France.  The  Prefet  of  the  Department  has 
called  the  attention  of  the  farming  population  to  these  demonstra- 
tions, advising  that  they  will  have  the  cooperation  of  the  highest 
civil,  military,  scientific,  and  mechanical  authorities  of  the  region, 
and  earnestly  appealing  for  attendance  and  investigation. 

The  program  as  proposed  will  occupy  several  days;  There  will  be- 
deep  and  bubble  plowing,  with  demonstrations  of  other  uses  of  gas- 
aline  tractors  for  farm  labor.  A  number  of  machines  for  seed  drill- 
mg,  potato  digging,  manure  spreading,  etc.,  will  also  be  exhibited  and 
practical  demonstrations  made  by  experts  to  illustrate  the  advantages 
of  their  iise. 
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INCBEASINe  METAL  TROWCTIOTI  DT  THE  FAB  EAST. 

(CoMul  General  George  H.  Scidmore,  Tokoliama,  Japan,  Sept.  7.] 

A  prospectus  has  been  published  by  the  promoters  of  the  OrientiJ. 
Iron  Smelting  Co.,  which  is  to  work  the  Taochun  Iron  Mine,  Anhtri, 
China,  by  taking  over  the  concession  obtained  by  the  Chino- Japanese 
Industrial  Development  Co.  from  the  Pekin  Government. 

The  proposed  company,  according  to  the  prospectus,  which  is  re- 
viewed by  the  Japan  Times,  will  have  a  capital  of  25,000,000  y«i 
($12,462,500),  with  which  to  complete  one  plant  for  the  production 
of  170,000  tons  of  pig  iron  annually  and  another  for  the  production 
of  150,000  tons  of  steel  materials  annually  out  of  waste  iron  ores. 

The  companj  will  depend  principally  upon  the  Taochun  Mine  for 
its  raw  material,  but  ores  will  also  be  imported  from  Chosen  and 
elsewhere  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  regular  supply.  The  pig 
iron  produced  will  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  steel  materials  not 
exceeding  5  inches  in  size  and  under  one-half  inch  in  thickness,  for 
which  there  is  the  greatest  demand  in  this  country. 
Plants  to  be  Installed  In  Three  Years. 

The  construction  of  works  and  plants  will  cost  18,680,000  yen 
($9,311,980).  The  whole  amount  is  to  be  expended  in  three  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  the  buildings  wiU  be  completed  and 
the  plants  fully  installed.  It  is  planned,  however,  that  half  the  re- 
quired capital  shall  be  paid  in,  and  the  other  half  raised  by  floating 
a  loan  rather  than  by  sale  of  shares. 

During  the  three  years  required  for  the  preparations,  the  company 
will  pay  interest  at  5  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  capital  paid  in,  and 
during  the  year  after  the  commencement  of  actual  operations,  share- 
holders are' assured  of  annual  dividends  at  7  per  cent,  althou^  the 
total  voliune  of  production  will  be  half  the  maximum.  During  the 
second  year  following  the  commencement  of  actual  business,  the  com- 
pany will  pay  8  per  cent  per  annum,  as  then  the  total  volume  of  pro- 
duction wul  have  increased  to  three-fourths  of  the  maximum,  while 
during  and  after  the  third  year  dividends  at  10  per  cent  per  annum 
are  expected  to  be  paid,  as  then  the  maximum  production  will  have 
been  attained,  and  the  net  profit  will  be  raised  to  3,458,700  yen 
($1,984,379). 
Zinc  Refining  of  Becent  Origin. 

The  zinc-refining  industry  in  Japan  is  of  recent  origin.  Up  to 
1910  all  the  zinc  required  was  imported.  The  zinc  remiery  as  an 
industrial  enterprise  in  Japan,  says  the  Japan  Advertiser,  owes 
its  origin  to  the  founding  of  the  Mitsui  Zinc  Kefinerv  in  Miike, 
Kyushu,  in  March,  1910.  In  the  same  year  the  Osaka  Zinc  Refining 
Co.  in  Osaka,  and  the  Nippon  Zinc  Electric  Refining  Co.  in  Isojims, 
Niigata  Prefecture,  were  started. 

Since  the  cutbrejik  of  the  European  war,  with  the  stoppage  of  the 
usual  foreign  sources  of  supply,  the  output  of  the  three  companies 
mentioned  has  increased  to  a  total  of  20,000  tons,  or  two-thirds  of 
Japan's  requirements.  About  10,000  tons  are  being  imported  at 
present. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  rich  veins  of  zinc  ore  in  all  parts  of  Japnw 
Up  to  1910,  ore  containing  less  than  40  per  cent  of  zinc  was  throws 
away,  and  only  the  finer  grades  containing  more  than  40  per  cent 
were  exported. 
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VESSELS  EITTEBIHG  Aim  CLEAKIHG  SFAHISH  FORTS. 

[Consnl  Oenenil  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Auk-  30.1 

Becenth'  i)ublished  official  statistics  show  the  movement  at  tlie 
ports  of  Spain  and  the  Balearic  Islands  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1916  as  compared  with  the  first  six  months  of  the  two  preceding 
years.  Of  the  vessels  entering  the  number  has  steadily  decreased, 
as  well  as  the  amoimt  of  tonnage  and  merchandise  discharged,  but 
the  number  of  vessels  clearing  during  the  first  six  months  of  1910 
showed  a  marked  increase  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915. 
The  decrease  of  909  vessels  entering  in  the  first  six  months  of  1916 
was  chiefly  in  those  under  the  Spanish  flag,  amounting  to  635,  while 
274  were  under  foreign  flags.  There  was  an  increase  of  1,277  vessels 
clearing,  of  which  871  were  under  the  Spanish  flag  and  406  under 
foreign  flags. 

"Hie  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  vessels  entering  and 
clefcring  Spanisn  ports  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  past  three 
years,  with  their  total  tonnage  and  the  amount  of  merchandise  dis- 
chai^ed  and  shipped: 


Jan.-Jtme, 
1914. 

hn.-J\xa», 
lOlS. 

Jan.-JuM, 
1918. 

Emcima 
Vocb 

Dorober.. 

10,197 
12. 43.1.301 
2.926  7M 

9.206 
11,156,362 
6,814,767 

7,467 
7,133,262 
1.793,691 

6,802 
6,092,786 
4.223,447 

6,558 

Tonnage 

lUrehandise  discharged 

CIEABDIO. 

VoKb 

Toomge 

Itactaandise  shipped 

metric  tons.. 

do.... 

number.. 

metric  tons.. 

Hn 

6,453.872 
1,663,398 

8.189 
6,094,445 
5,556,905 

HEW  ZEALAND  WHEAT  ANS  OAT  BETUBNS. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  WlnRlow,  Auckland,   Sept.   13.] 

New  Zealand  harvested  334,138.  acres  of  wheat  during  the  1915-16 
season.  The  crop  from  328,017  acres  was  thrashed  and  yielded 
7,070,814  bushels,  or  about  21.56  bushels  per  acre  for  the  Dominion, 
while  the  crop  from  6,122  acres  was  fed  to  stock. 

Early  in  the  season  it  was  reported  that  379,869  acres  of  oats 
had  been  sown  in  this  Dominion,  but  only  7,489,749  bushels  were 
thrashed  from  209,730  acres,  averaging  35.71  bushels  to  the  acre,  the 
remainder  having  been  either  cut  tor  fodder  or  used  for  pastursige. 
The  dry  season  shortened  the  crop  in  some  sections. 

The  outlook  for  1916-17  seems  good,  and  preparations  for  a 
large  acreage  are  being  made. 


FUBTHEB  INCBEASE  IN  SUEZ  CANAL  CHABGES. 

[Hobert  Woods  Bliss,  secretary  of  American  embassy,  Paris,  Franco,  S(^)t.  26.1 

According  to  a  communication  which  has  just  been  received  from 
the  Cie  Universelle  du  Canal  Maritime  de  Suez,  the  tolls,  which  were 
to  be  increased  on  October  5,  1916,  lo  7.25  francs  ($1.40)  a  ton  on 
laden  ships  and  4.75  francs  ($0.90)  a  ton  on  ships  in  ballast,  will 
again  be  raised  by  50  centimes  on  and  after  January  1.  1917.  on 
which  date  the  tolls  will  be  established  at  7.75  francs  '($1.50)  a  ton 
on  laden  vessels  and  5.25  francs  ($1)  on  tho.'^c  in  ballast. 
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mCBEASES  CBOF   OF  AT.IfETlTA   OBAFES. 

[Consular  Assistant  Bartley  F.  Tost,  Almerla,  Spain,  Sept.  4.] 

From  inquiries  addressed  to  the  leading  growers  and  exporters  of 
Almeria  grapes,  it  develops  that  this  year^  crop  will  probably  ex- 
ceed that  of  last  year  by  30  or  35  per  cent,  the  total  production  being 
estimated  at  2,000,000  barrels  of  50  pounds  each,  as  compared  with 
1,724,682  barrels  in  1914  and  1,311,204  in  1915. 

There  was  abundant  rainfall  during  the  early  growing  season, 
which  enabled  the  growers  to  store  more  than  the  usual  quantity  of 
flood  waters  in  their  reservoirs.  This  is  in  contrast  with  the  past 
few  years,  which  have  been  characterized  by  long  periods  of  drought. 
The  fruit  has  undergone  a  normal  development  and  the  bunches  are 
larger  and  healthier  than  usual.  There  has  not  been  as  much  com- 
plaint about  mildew  as  in  former  years,  although  it  is  reported  that 
a  few  early  shipments  arrived  on  the  Liverpool  market  in  bad 
condition. 

Exports  and  Prices  of  Orapes — Freight  Bates. 

The  vintage  began  with  an  initial  shipment  of  3,187  barrels  of 
"  castiza  "  grapes  to  Liverpool  on  July  25.  Up  to  the  present  there 
have  been  exported  152,428  barrels,  as  compared  with  38,550  barrels 
on  the  corresponding  date  of  1915.  So  far  all  the  grapes  have  been 
shipped  to  the  British  markets,  Liverpool  being  m  the  lead  with 
74,467  barrels.  The  prices  realized  have  been  unusually  high,  rang- 
ing from  12  to  26  shillings  ($2.92  to  $6.32).  Latterl;^  there  has  been 
a  sharp  decline  in  prices  on  the  British  markets,  with  the  demand 
continuing.  The  freight  rates  are  60  shillings  with  10  per  cent  per 
ton  of  25  barrels. 

It  is  not  luiown  definitely  when  the  first  cargo  will  proceed  to  NeAT 
York,  no  vessels  being  announced  as  yet.  From  present  prospects 
the  shortage  of  vessels  will  not  be  a  serious  handicap. 

Unless  American  buyers  pay  as  good  prices  as  last  year,  or  the 
past  few  years,  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  will  again  be 
limited.  This  is  due  to  the  high  prices  and  increased  demands  in 
the  Europeon  markets,  coupled  with  lower  freight  rates,  shorter 
hauls,  lower  customs  chai-ges,  and  free  entry.  Even  with  the  prices 
paid  on  the  New  York  markets  last  year,  many  growers  who  shipped 
to  the  United  States  realized  no  profits  and  others  actually  lost 
money.  It  is  frequently  reported  that  if  the  American  markets  are 
not  favorable  this  year  and  the  English  buyers  are  unable  to  take 
the  increased  quantities  some  of  the  fruit  may  not  be  shipped  at  all. 

Increased  Marketing  Cost. 

The  financing  of  the  vintage  and  shipments  leave  much  to  be  de- 
sired, the  usual  advances  being  considerably  curtailed.  Barrel  ma- 
terials, cooperage,  cork  dust,  cartage,  labor,  and  freight  rates  are 
decidedly  higher  than  last  year.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of 
mules  shipped  to  the  belligerent  countries  there  is  a  shortage  of 
draft  animals,  and  as  most  of  the  fruit  must  be  carted  long  dis- 
tances from  the  interior  of  the  Province,  it  will  mean  slow  deliveries 
and  higher  costs.  The  shipments  to  the  American  markets  will 
therefore  depend  largely  upon  whether  or  not  buyers  in  the  United 
States  will  meet  these  extra  expenses. 
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UOTOB  TBACTOBS  ON  SCOTCH  £ABM& 
(Consol  Bnfus  Fleming,  BdlnbOTgh,  Sept  22.] 

Since  the  exhibition  tests  of  motor  plows  and  tractors  were  made 
near  Stirling,  Scotland,  in  October,  1915,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Edinburgh,  the  sales  of  such 
plows  and  tractors  have  been  gradually  extendmg.  American  trac- 
tors for  various  i>ower  purposes  on  farms  were  among  those  used 
in  the  demonstrations  at  Stirling  and  elsewhere  last  rail  and  won 
favor  among  farmers  in  the  Highlands  and  Lowlands. 

Advantages  which  enterprising  Scotch  farmers  have  derived  from 
the  use  of  tractors  are  discussed  by  the  Elgin  Courant  and  Courier, 
which  states: 

A  month  or  two  ago  we  chronicled  the  fact  tliat  one  of  our  most  progressive 
fenners  had  purchased  a  motor  tractor  in  order  to  overtalie  his  worli.  He 
t»rm  In  all  about  1,000  acres.  The  tractor  is  of  the  Mogul  build  and  of  25 
Iwnepower.  In  the  spring  he  found  the  tractor  of  great  advantage  in  the 
plowing  of  bis  land,  as  it  saved  a  considerable  amount  of  labor.  Now,  witli 
the  harrest,  he  has  put  the  tractor  to  further  use  by  having  it  attached  to  two 
binders  for  the  cutting  of  his  crops.  Again  the  tractor  has  given  the  utmost 
satisfaction,  and  already  more  than  100  acres  of  oats,  barley,  and  wheat  have 
been  cut  It  has  been  found  that  the  binders  work  far  more  steadily  when 
drawn  by  the  tractor  than  by  horses. 

•  The  tractor  has  created  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  agriculturalists  from 
Aberdeen,  and  even  from  Edinburgh,  have  visited  the  farms  and  inspected  It 
at  work. 

A  fanner  near  Elgin  has  securd  a  tractor  of  the  same  mal^e  and  is  using  It 
as  a  harvest  machine.  It  is  understood  that  the  work  Is  highly  satisfactory. 
This  farmer  recently  introduced  a  new  mill,  and  he  finds  the  tractor  of  great 
talnfe. 

No  doubt  within  the  next  year  or  two  many  new  tractors  will  he  introduced 
Into  Uorayshire. 

BEVEHUE  OF  DUTCH  POST  OFFICE  SEFABTHENT. 

According  to  an  official  report  from  the  Post  Office  Department 
of  the  Netherlands,  the  total  receipts  of  that  department,  which 
includes  also  the  telegraph  and  telephone  service,  were  $9,338,380 
in  1915,  as  compared  with  $9,629,910  during  the  preceding  year,  a 
decrease  of  $291,530.    Itemized,  the  receipts  for  1914  and  1915  were : 

1914.  1915. 

Postal  service $7,  426,  9.50    $7,  216,  704 

TeJegraph  service 1,019,470  930,030 

Telephone  service 1. 183, 490      1. 191, 046 

Total 9, 629, 910      9, 338,  380 


SHIPPING  FBOFITS  AITO  DIVIDENI)  OF  TOTO  EISEN  KAISHA. 

[CoDsol  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  Japan,  Sept.  0.1 

.  'At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
jt  was  decided  to  recommend  to  the  next  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders of  this  shipping  company  that  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  15 
P^r  cent  per  annum  be  declared  for  the  first  half  of  the  present 
JBcal  year.  In  its  report  of  this  action  the  Japan  Gazette  states 
•^"t^the  net  profit  for  the  half-year  amounts  to  2,736,000  yen  ($1,- 
""'"),  whUe  that  for  the  preceding  term  was  only  1,190,000  yen 
'"".  The  company  has,  therefore,  set  aside  1,000,000  yen 
for  the  payment  of  accounts  due  to  shipbuilding  yards. 
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COHSTBUCnOH  WORK. 

A7STKIA. 
[Consul  Wallace  J.  Toonx.  Carlsbad,  Sept.  16.] 
Breetion  of  Tmbcrealoiia  Hospital. 

The  local  authorities  of  the  political  district  of  TepUtK  have  de- 
cided upon  and  are  planning  the  erection  of  a  tuberculosis  hospital 
in  connection  with  the  present  district  hospital.  The  new  hospital 
will  contain  54  beds  and  will  cost  $100,000. 

CAHASA. 

[Consul  E.  Terne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Oct.  0.] 
Bailding  Kodem  Warehoiues. 

One  of  the  most  up-to-date  commercial  warehouses  in  the  Canadian 
Maritime  Provinces  is  now  nearing  completicm  in  Moncton,  having 
been  built  to  the  <H-der  of  the  Sumner  Co.,  a  local  hardware  concon. 

The  building,  which  is  about  40  feet  in  height,  has  three  stories  and 
a  basement  and  is  constructed  throughout  of  brick.  The  foundation 
is  of  ccmcrete,  the  ground  area  being  40  by  170  feet.  The  floors  are 
of  concrete,  supported  with  massive  concrete  pillars  and  transversal 
beams.  The  craicrete  so  used  is  strongly  reinforced  wiUi  steel,  and 
steel  window  sashes  and  frames  further  add  to  the  strengtli  of  the 
walls.  The  stairways  and  floors  are  of  concrete.  An  electric  elevator 
has  been  installed,  and  there  will  also  be  a  carrier  crane  on  each  flo<Hr 
to  move  weighty  stock  from  one  section  to  another.  There  are  -four 
large  steel  doors  on  each  side  after  the  style  of  a  railway  freight 
house.  The  warehouse  will  be  ready  for  occupation  within  a  few 
weeks. 

The  Reed  Co.,  another  large  local  merchandising  house,  is  building 
a  storage  warehouse  similar  to  the  one  just  described,  but  this  wiU 
not  be  completed  for  several  months. 

COLOXBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Claude  E.  Guyant,  Barranqnllla,   Sept.  20.] 
Kew  Port  Projected — Kedellin  Hospital. 

Interest  in  the  prospect  of  Barranquilla  becoming  a  seapoart  by  tbe 
opening  of  the  mouth  of  the  Magdalena  River  is  being  stimulated 
locally,  and  the  question  is  being  agitated  of  having  local  firms  sub- 
scribe to  a  fund  to  be  used  in  the  United  States  for  carrying  on  a 
propaganda  advertising  the  comnwrcial  advantages  of  Barranquilla. 

Plans  have  been  drawn  in  Europe  for  a  hospital  whidi  it  is  pro- 
posed to  erect  in  the  city  of  Medellin  when  the  necessary  funds  can 
be  obtained.    The  cost  estimate  is  said  to  approach  $1,000,000. 

city  Xay  be  Koved  to  Kore  Healtlifnl  Site. 

The  sanitaticni  of  the  port  of  Buenaventura  is  occupying  the  attoi- 
tion  of  the  CoI(»nbian  Government  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever, 
since  the  recent  visit  of  the  Yellow  Fever  Commission  of  the  Rocke- 
feller Foundation.  From  plans  submitted  by  the  house  of  Pear- 
son &  Son  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  cost  $15,000,000  gold  to  accom- 
plish this  work  and  the  prospect  of  this  great  expense  has  led  to  the 
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consideration  of  a  substitute  plan  for  moving  the  town  of  Buena- 
Tentura  to  the  Bay  of  Malaga,  some  25  miles  to  the  westward  of  its 
present  site.  No  decision  on  this  matter  has  been  announced  by  the 
Colombian  Crovemment. 

YEKEZTTELA. 

[Conml  Homer  Brett,  La  Rualra,  Sept.   19.] 

Xlectric  Plant  for  Bariaai. 

A  Caracas  newspaper  states  that  on  September  12  a  company  was 
organized  in  Barinas,  Venezuela,  to  build  an  electric  light  plant  in 
that  city.  Officers:  Sr.  Jesus  M.  Rodriguez,  president;  Sr.  Bafael 
Parra  Bastidas,  vice  president;  Sr.  Simon  Jimenez,  secretary. 


FOBEIGN  FBESE  HEAT  IN  HOILAin). 

[Conml  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Sept  10.] 

Shortly  before  the  present  war  began  foreign  chilled  meat  had 
for  the  first  time  been  introduced  into  Holland.  Although  this 
country  produced  a  surplus  of  beef,  pork,  and  mutton,  little  displace- 
ment of  the  home  product  resulted,  as  the  chilled  meat  (especially 
that  from  Argentina)  could  be  sold  at  lower  prices,  and  therefore 
was  bou^t  by  poor  people  who  could  not  afford  to  buy  the  domestic 
article.  By  increasing  freight  rates  and  causing  other  transportation 
difficulties,  the  war  has  entirely  stopped  this  importation  of  meat, 
which  in  the  years  1913  and  1914  amounted  to  about  3,000,000  pounds 
and  was  growing  rapidly  in  quantity. 

To  be  deprived  of  this  cheap  meat,  is  less  of  a  hardship  at  present 
than  it  would  have  been  before  the  war,  as  many  of  the  people  who 
then  bought  it  of  necessity  receive  higher  wages  now.  And  that 
the  cessation  of  all  importation  of  foreign  fresh  meat  has  had  no 
serious  effect,  so  far  as  sufficiency  of  supply  in  Holland  is  concerned, 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  export  of  fresh  meat  from  this 
country  in  1915  was  76,000  tons,  against  74,000  tons  in  1914  and 
61,000  in  1913. 

ESTIMATE  OF  JAFAITESE  BICE  CBOP. 

[Consiil  General  George  B.  Scidmore.  Tokotama,  Sept.  5.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  estimates  the 
probable  rice  crop  for  1916  at  55,611,771  koku  (284,732,268  bushels), 
diowing  a  decrease  of  312,819  koku  (1,601,533  bushels)  compareid 
with  1915,  but  an  increase  of  3,501,279  koku  (17,926,548  bushels) 
compared  with  the  average  crop  since  1905.  The  figures  of  yearly 
production  since  that  date  are: 


Y«arj 

Kokn 

Bushels. 

Years. 

Koku. 

Bosheb. 

m 

46,802,530 
49^062,065 
51,933,893 
62,437,682 
46,833,376 
61,712,433 

237,068,954 
251,146,573 
265,801,532 
268,480,829 
238,752,894 
264,767,657 

1912 

50,232,509 
50,255,267 
57.006,541 
S5,(C4,.S90 
58,611,771 
62,110,493 

257,139,246 

DOT          

1913 

257,306,967 

««:::::"" 

1914 

291,873,400 

m> .."...!.." 

1915 

286,323,390 

»w.....: :::::::::: 

1916  (forecDSt) 

284,732,268 

Ki """  :::: 

Ayex^ge  year 

266,805,719 
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aBEEE  CTrBBAirr  habvest  cohfleted. 

[Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Greece,  Sept.  14.] 

The  1916-17  currant  harvest  is  now  over  and  all  the  fruit  has  been 
safely  stored.  Official  and  commercial  estimates  agree  in  putting  the 
yield  at  about  100,000  tons  of  dried  fruit,  as  contrasted  with  a 
normal  crop  of  150,000  tons.  The  shortage  is  attributed  to  the  pres- 
ence of  peronospora  and  oidium  in  the  vineyards;  also  to  the  ex- 
tremely hot  weather  that  prevailed  throughout  the  country  in  June, 
when  a  new  high-temperature  record  was  sett  The  quality  of  the 
fruit  is  reported  to  be  good.  No  rains  fell  during  the  harvest  sea- 
son, and  consequently  there  is  no  rain-damaged  fruit.  The  harvest- 
ing was  effected  in  good  time  and  order.  The  shortage  of  fruit  is 
not  confined  to  any  one  Province  or  district  but  is  general  and 
affects  all  grades  of  currants. 

Owing  to  the  short  crop  and,  no  doubt,  in  part  to  the  belief  of 

growers  that  the  world  markets  will  be  willing  to  pay  fancy  prices 

for  fruit,  prices  are  higher  locally  than  they  have  been  for  more 

.  than  10  years.    The  following  tabulation  will  indicate  the  quotations 

for  the  different  grades  of  currants  sold  to  American  markets  on 

September  15,  1915  and  1916.    The  figures  are  per  hundredweight 

of  112  pounds  and  represent  the  net  cost  of  the  fruit — freight,  insur- 

•  ance,  packing  charges,  and  the  like  not  being  included.    The  prices 

.  are  those  quoted  by  exporters  for  the  foreign  market : 


Grade. 

Price  per 
113  pounds. 

Onde. 

Price  per 
112  pounds. 

»1S 

1916 

1915 

1916 

t$.23 
6.35 
6.47 
5.72 
6.76 
5.60 
6.«0 
6.14 
6.61 

».73 
9.96 
9.98 
10.22 
10.34 
10.4fi 
10.46 
10.58 
10.71 

Gulf... 

t5.9S 
6.  OS 
6.33 
6.63 
6.45 
6.63 
6.93 
7.30 
8.03 

tlO.46 

AmftMM                      .  .       ......   ' 

Guir,  nne 

10.58 

Gulf,  choice 

10.71 

Gulf,  cholcejt 

10.83 

Amalias  cholcost      .................. 

Vostiiza    '. 

11.31 

11  50 

Patras  fln*        ...................... 

Vostlzza,  choice 

11.50 

11.98 

Fotras  cholcAst. 

Vostiua,  shade. 

12.41 

DECIMAL  STSTEH  ADTOCATED  FOB  BBTTISH  EHPIBE. 

Special  interest  in  the  possibility  of  adoption  of  the  decimal 
^stem  of  weights,  measures,  and  currency  throughout  the  British 
Empire  has  been  created  by  a  resolution  voted  at  a  special  business 
conference  of  the  British  Imperial  Council  of  Commerce,  held  in 
London.    The  resolution  was  as  follows: 

That  the  British  Imperial  Council  of  Commerce  be  requested,  by  representa- 
tion to  the  Imperial  and  Dominion  Governments,  and  otherwise,  to  make  every 
effort  to  bring  about  the  adoption  throughout  the  Empire  of  a  uniform  decimal 
system  of  weights,  measures,  and  currency.  In  order  that  trade  relations  with 
foreign  countries  may  be  developed  and  extended. 

The  meetings  in  the  course  of  which  the  resolution  was  adopted 
were  attended  by  representatives  of  leading  chambers  of  commerce 
and  boards  of  trade  of  the  British  Empire.  Action  on  this  same 
subject,  as  taken  by  the  As.sociation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  was  mentioned  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
May  8,  1916. 
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SHZPMEHTS  Of  BEAHS  TBOH  BSITISH  CHDTA. 

[CoDSQl  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Aug.  30.] 

While  the  volume  of  exports  of  beans  from  Hongkong  is  such 
as  to  constitute -the  port  an  independent  market,  it  seems  unlikely 
that  this  city  will  be  of  any  importance  in  trade  in  beans  with  the 
United  States.  There  are  no  statistics  of  the  local  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  this  product,  but  the  volume  is  considerable.  It  is  confined, 
however,  to  trade  in  beans  imported  from  North  China  and  the 
Yan^se  Valley  for  sale  to  South  China,  Indo-China,  Formosa,  the 
Philippines,  and  various  other  portions  of  southeast  Asia. 

Since  the  product  handled  here  is  almost  exclusively  from  North 
China,  northern  Chinese  ports  have  the  advantage  in  exports  to  the 
United  States.  This  advantage  may  often  be  overcome  by  superior 
trade  machinery  and  facility  in  financing  transactions  afforded  by 
Hongkong,  but  as  a  rule  the  trade  is  likely  to  be  direct  from  a  north- 
em  port  to  the  United  States.  At  none  of  these  places  usually  is 
there  difficulty  in  packing  beans  properly  for  export.  As  a  rule  they 
are  shipped  in  gunny  bags  holding  100  pounds  each. 

Imferior  to  Those  Demanded  is  American  Karlcet. 

Most  of  the  beans  handled  in  Hongkong  are  of  grades  far  inferior 
to  those  demanded  in  the  American  market.  It  is  likely  that  some 
trade  could  be  done  in  the  Chinese  white  bean  as  a  substitute  for  the 
American  na^'y  bean,  and  in  tlie  Cliinese  red  bean  as  a  substitute  for 
the  American  red  kidney  bean.  There  are  also  on  the  market  varie- 
ties known  as  the  yellow,  the  black,  and  the  green  or  Mongo  bean. 
The  last-mentioned  class  is  a  notable  item  in  the  export  trade  from 
Hongkong  to  the  Philippines,  shipments  to  the  islands  at  present 
running  at  the  rate  of  about  $76,000  annually  in  value.  Some  beans 
are  now  shipped  from  Hongkong  to  the  United  States,  amounting 
in  1915  to  about  $31,000,  but  they  are  imported  into  the  United 
States  chiefly  for  the  use  of  Chinese  residents. 

Practically  no  beans  of  exportable  varieties  are  produced  in  South 
China.  Beans  grown  locally  are  used  green,  little  of  the  ripened 
product  getting  into  other  than  local  markets. 

[An  article  on  the  prodaction  of  cfllble  beans  In  Manchuria  was  published  in 

COMMEBCK  ItEFOBTS  fOf  OCt  7,  1916.] 


CATALOGUES  FOB  ALL  COHSULATES. 

[Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  Oct.  2.] 

Kecently  the  promoter  of  a  local  enterprise  called  at  the  Puerto 
Cortes  consulate  and  asked  for  the  catalogue  of  certain  American 
makers  of  machinery.  The  consulate  did  not  have  the  catalogue  of 
this  particular  firm  on  file,  but  had  available  the  catalogues  of  other 
American  manufacturers  of  similar  articles.  These  were  put  at  the 
disposal  of  the  inquirer,  with  the  result  that,  time  being  an  important 
element,  an  order  was  placed  with  one  of  the  firms  that  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  supply  the  consulate  with  its  catalogue. 

The  article  purchased  was  one  of  rare  demand  in  this  district  and 
of  but  negligible  value,  and  the  incident  is  mentioned  only  to  empha- 
size to  those  manufacturers  who  are  seeking  forei^  trade  the  im- 
portance of  keeping  catalogues  and  price  lists  on  file  in  all  consulates. 
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ELECTBICAL  DEVELOFMENT  IN  CHDTA. 

[CoDsul  General  P.  8.  Ilelntzleman,  Mukden,  Aug.  21.] 

Tlie  normal  prowth  of  Mukden  as  a  leading  center  of  Manchuria 
and  its  prospects  for  the  future  recently  caused  the  Mukden  Elec- 
tric Light  AVorks  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  plant  by  the  in- 
stallation of  a  set  of  turbo-generators,  the  first  of  the  kind  set  up 
in  Manchuria,  to  supply  the  city  and  its  environs  more  extensively 
with  light,  and  also  to  furnish  electric  power  for  the  various  in- 
dustries that  have  developed  here  during  the  past  few  years. 

The  Chinese  Government  mint  here  is  the  first  institution  of  its 
kind  in  China  to  adopt  the  use  of  electric  power.  The  Chinese 
people,  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  kerosene,  have  be- 
come large  consumers  of  electricity,  while  a  small  cotton  mill,  a  flour 
mill,  a  cigarette  factory,  and  several  printing  houses  owned  and 
controlled  by  natives  have  dispensed  with  a  great  deal  of  manual 
labor,  and  now  run  their  plants  with  motors  of  varying  capacity. 
Mukden  is  said  to  be  the  best  lighted  city  in  China,  not  excepting 
Shanghai. 
EstaMished  by  Proylnclal  OoTemment  Orant. 

The  plant  at  Mukden  was  established  in  1908  by  a  Provincial 
Government  grant  of  $250,000.  Various  additions  made  since  that 
date  in  order  to  deal  w^ith  the  electrical  development  of  Mukden 
soon  filled  the  original  buildings,  and  in  1914  it  was  decided  to 
install  an  up-to-date  turbine  plant.  The  new  and  powerful  generat- 
ing e(][uipment  cost  $30,412.  The  General  Electric  Co.  furnished 
two  high-pressure  turbo-alternators.  There  are  three  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  boilers. 

At  Mukden  and  Changchun  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co. 
(Japanese)  maintains  electric  light  plants.  The  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Kirin  owns  and  operates  the  electric  light  plants  at  Kirin, 
the  capital  of  that  Province,  and  at  Changchun.  At  Liaoyang, 
Tiehling,  and  Kungchuling,  electric  light  plants  under  Sino-Japa- 
nese  control  have  been  installed.  Another  Sino-Japanese  public 
service  enterprise  is  the  Yingkou  Electricity  Co.  at  Newchwang. 
The  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  has  installed  extensive  electric 
light  works  at  Fushun,  the  new  mining  town  near  Mukden  which 
has  grown  up  around  the  well-known  Fushun  colliery.  The  ma- 
chinery and  supplies  used  in  the  installations  at  Mukden  and  Chang- 
chun are  mostly  of  American  manufacture,  while  the  one  at  Kirin 
has  principally  German  materials.  Japan  supplies  most  of  the  ma- 
chinery and  fittings  for  the  other  plants  named. 
Improvements  and  Enlargements  TFnder  Way. 

Improvements  and  enlargements  in  the  Chinese  electric  light 
plants  at  Kirin  and  Changchun  are  being  made,  while  an  entirely 
new  plant  is  being  constnicted  at  Chinchou,  a  newly  opened  town 
situated  on  the  Peking-Mukden  Railway  in  South  Manchuria.  The 
estimated  co-st  of  this  plant  is  about  $40,000.  The  new  equipment  at 
Kirin  and  Changchun,  as  well  as  all  the  machinery  and  supplies  for 
the  new  plant  at  Chinchou,  are  to  be  of  American  manufacture. 

The  extensive  use  of  electricity  and  its  up-to-date  application  by 
the  Japanese  in  connection  with  the  coal-mining  industry  at  Fushun 
calls  for  special  comment.  The  colliery  railway,  7  miles  long,  con- 
necting Fushun  station  with  the  five  mining  pits,  has  been  electrified. 
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ITiere  are  three  General  Electric  Co.  electric  locomotives,  each  of 
which  is  equipped  with  four  100-horsepower  motois.  A  system  of 
aatomatic  block  light  signals  has  been  supplied  by  the  Union  Swit<di 
Signal  Co.  of  the  United  States.  For  shimting  use  at  each  of  the 
pits  a  25-ton  shunting  locomotive  of  4-wheel  type  is  employed,  each 
equipped  with  two  55-horsepower  1,200-Tolt  motors. 
Bleetrlc  Baitvay  t«  KalBgr  Pita  Opened. 

Another  electric  railway  from  the  Hun-ho  River  to  the  mining 
pits,  also  7  miles,  has  been  opened.  This  line  is  used  exclusively  for 
transporting  sand  in  connection  with  the  sand-flushing  system.  •  It 
is  operated  with  three  electric  double-bogie  locomotives. 

For  passenger  service  between  the  mining  pits  and  the  central 
resid«ice  quarter  two  motor  cars,  each  equipped  with  80-horsepower 
1,200-Tolt  motors,  are  used.  The  electrincatitm  of  these  railways  on 
the  overhead  high-tension,  direct-current  system  is  new  to  the  Far 
East. 

Electric  current  is  also  supplied  to  all  the  pits  to  serve  as  the  motive 
power  as  well  as  for  lighting  both  on  the  surface  and  underground. 
All  office  buildings,  streets,  and  residences  are  lighted  by  electricity. 
That  it  is  used  so  extensively  at  Fushun  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it 
can  be  produced  so  economically  by  the  Mond  gas-power  plant.  The 
present  capacity  there  is  soon  to  be  doubled. 

[A  description  of  the  Mukden  electrlc-llght  plant  was  given  In  Dally  Consular 
and  Trade  Rqwrts  for  Feb.  17,  1910.] 

EZP0BT8  OF  DAISY  PBOBITCTS  FBOM  NEW  ZEALAHD. 

[CoBsol  Oaieral  Alfr«d  A.  Winslow,  Anekland,  Aag.  21.] 

The  dairy  interests  of  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  prosperous  season, 
ended  June  30,  1916,  and  all  promises  well  for  an  increased  output 
during  the  pres^it  year  with  increased  prices.  At  present  the  whole- 
sale price  of  butter  in  New  Zealand  is  34  cents  per  pound  f.  o.  b. 
steamer. 

The  Auckland  dairying  district  is  the  great  butter-producing  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  having  exported  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1916,  25,831,120  pounds  of  butter  valued  at  $7,807,628,  out  of  a  total 
export  from  New  Zealand  of  45,180,576  pounds.  Besides  this  the 
cheese  shipped  from  the  Auckland  district  was  valued  at  $1,508,498 
out  of  a  total  of  $16,279,970  for  the  whole  Dominion.  The  southern 
part  of  the  north  island  and  the  south  island  are  the  great  cheese- 
producing  sections. 

The  shipping  conditions  have  been  improving  somewhat  during  the 
past  few  months  and  promise  to  improve  more  in  the  future,  so  that 
the  consignments  of  dairy  products  may  go  forward  more  regularly  in 
the  future  than  in  the  past. 

TWO  NEW  WIBEIESS  STATIONS  FOB  COLOMBIA. 

lVIe«  CootQl  CSande  R  OoTant,  Bairangullla,  Sept.  20.] 

It  is  reported  that  the  two  Marconi  outfits  purchased  by  the 
Ck^mbian  Government  some  time  ago  will  so<mi  be  delivered.  It 
is  intended  to  establish  these  two  stations  at  Arauca  and  Orocne. 
The  former  is  situated  on  the  Arauca  River  where  it  forms  the 
boundary  between  Colombia  and  Venezuela,  and  the  latter  is  on 
the  Meta  River  some  200  miles  east  of  Bogota. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  GOVEBmEEITE  SUFFUES  AITO  COHSTSUCTION. 

[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  wltb  the  ofllcea  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  asnally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  Roods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  U  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caseH  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  sabmlt  tenders,  tbej 
should  ask  to  be  placea  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Chests,  No.  -3688. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Departmeut,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  October  30,  1916, 
for  furnishing  50  radio  pack-set  chests,  complete  with  legs,  empty.  Fur- 
ther Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
(Refer  to  Proposal  No.  874.) 

Pine  lumier,  No.  3689. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
"Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  177,000  feet  b.  m.  longleaf 
yellow-pine  lumber.  Full  Information  will  be  furnished  on  application  to 
tbe  above-named  officer. 

Construction  work.  No.  3690. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  15,  1916,  for  constructing  a  Coast  Guard  station  and  acces- 
sories at  Velasco,  Tex.  Speclflcatlons  and  drawings  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  to  the  Superintendent,  Ninth  District,  Coast  Guard,  Galveston. 
Tex.,  the  Keeper,  Coast  Guard  Station  No.  219,  Velasco,  Tex.,  or  to  tbe 
above  named  office. 

Subsistence  supplies,  No.  3691. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Gen- 
eral Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  until  October  23,  1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before 
November  14,  1916,  canned  sliced  beef,  canned  sausage,  and  canned  beef 
tong^ue.    Further  Information  can  be  bad  on  application  to  the  above-named 

office. 

* 

Locomotive  crane.  No.  3692. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Waslilugton,  D.  C,  until  November  20, 
1916,  for  furnishing  one  locomotive  crane  at  the  Naval"  Coal  Depot,  San 
Diego,  Cal.  Speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Balloons,  No.  3693. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  2.  1910, 
for  furnishing  spherical  balloons  for  free  flights,  and  kite-type  military 
captive  balloons.  Speclflcatlons  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the 
above-nametl  office.    (Kefer  to  Proposal  No.  873.) 

Furniture,  No.  3694. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
Depot  Quartermaster,  War  Department,  115-123  Bast  Ontario  Street,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  until  November  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  bookcases,  dlnlug  room 
chairs,  library  chairs,  library  desks,  sideboards,  dining  room  tables,  library 
tables,  divans,  hall  trees,  kitchen  tables,  etc.  Speclflcatlons  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Lead  pipe,  No.  3695. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  22,  1918, 
for  furnishing  lead  sleeving,  wiping  solder,  and  half-and-half  solder.  Draw- 
ings and  .specifications  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office.     (Kefcr  to  Proposal  No.  872.) 

Earthwork  consiruclion,  No.  3690. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
United  States  Engineer  Office,  Queen  &  Crescent  Building,  New  Orleans. 
La.,  until  November  3,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  about  498.000  cubic 
yards  of  earthwork  In  the  Lafourche  Levee  District.  Further  information 
win  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

S«6«t«<e»icc  supplies,  No.  3697. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  General 
Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  III., 
until  Octol)er  20,  1916,  for  furnishing  canned  salmon,  flour,  baking  powder, 
rtce,  canned  tomatoes,  prunes,  evaporated  peaches,  blackberry  Jam,  tea, 
coftee,  pickles,  granulated  sugar,  canned  beans,  canned  beef,  chocolate  candy, 
crackers,  macaroni,  etc.  Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  tbe 
above-named  office. 
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Uedical  supplies,  No.  368S. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  D^pot,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  October  27,  1916,  for 
fnrnlahlng  and  deliv^ng  at  Warehoiuie  "  D,"  Transport  Dock,  Fort  Mason, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  acetic  acid,  boric  add,  nitric  acid,  aqua  anudonia, 
antlphlogistlne,  enameled-ware  basins,  forceps,  iodoform  gnnze,  surgical 
scissors,  etc.  Specifications  may  be  bad  od  ap^lcation  to  the  above-named 
office. 


.    AHEBICAH  COHSULAB  OFPICEBS  OH  LEA7E  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  (xmsular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Explia- 
tieoof 

venue. 

Address. 

Pf^(>    Wlllknn  I 

8t.OikU,8vrit*arlaiid.. 
Seville,  SptUn 

Not.    1 
Oct.  30 
Not.  S5 

Not.  18 

Departmnnt  o{  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 

Gnoey,  WUburT 

VaaMson,  Chester 

Port    iLtmoD,    Costs 
Rlea. 

Calisry,  .Uberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Gaorgetown,  Qaiaoa. . 

31  Bruce  ATennc,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Ssogerties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Cbambcrtbi,  0«orgaK 

Rpnhr,  HmTiiaii  I< 

HonieTideoi  Urogoay. 
Copanhagen,  Danmark 
HamboTg,  Germany . . 

C/o' Dbtrlet  Office, 'Bureau  of  ]?oreign 

Wmslow,  Edward  D 

Dec  11 
Dee.    1 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 

Castomhoose,  New  York  City. 
C/o  Distrfct  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  Ui. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Fortv-second 

Street  and  Broadway,  Now  York  City. 

OVEB-SEA  LUHBEB  SHIFMENTS  FBOH  SOYA  SCOTIA. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Bicbardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Oct.  3.1 

Shipment  of  lumber  from  Nova  Scotia  ports  to  over-sea  consignees 
is  becoming  a  prominent  feature  in  the  trade  of  that  Province.  The 
new  foTir-masted  schooner  Ada  Tower,  built  at  Port  Greville,  sailed 
recently  for  a  European  destination  with  595,000  superficial  feet  of 
spruce  and  hardwood.  The  three-masted  schooners  Kenneth  C,  with 
482,124  superficial  feet  of  hardwood  deals,  and  Silver  Leaf,  with 
359,000  superficial  feet  of  spruce  deals  and  scantling,  also  lately 
cleared  from  Parrsboro,  Nova  Scotia,  for  trans- Atlantic  ports. 

These  vessels  are  much  smaller  than  those  usually  engaged  in  the 
foreign  trade,  but  they  have  been  found  serviceable  in  tnese  days  of 
tonnage  scarcity. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DKTRiCT  orncES. 


raw  TOBK:  BMW  40»,  CutoBkouc. 

B06V0X:  IMl  CntoiAeaM. 

aOCAOO:  »04  Feieral  BalUlag. 

ar.  UHnS:  402  niii  XaUoaal  Bank  Balldiag. 

munk:  fiSl  Peat  OBe*  BalUlBg. 

raw  <ttUBi1IS:  lOM  HlbcraU  Bank  BallAag. 

SAB  imABCnOO:  «•}  Outadonse. 

SBATTLB:  848  Hearr  Bandlag. 


COOPEBinVB  oFncss. 

CLEVELAKU:  Chamber  ef  Ceauaerce. 
CIKCn(5ATI:  Cbamher  ef  Connieree. 
CIKCDfRATIs  C,  H.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AKQELE8:  Chiab«r  of  Commrrre. 
PHILADELFBU :  Cbanber  of  Coameree. 
CHATTAROOCA:  SoaU  ABerlean  Agent.  Benth 

era  By.  Ce. 
POBTLAND,  OBEQ.:  ChamVr  of  CewMrea. 
DATTON:  Greater  Daytoa  Anorlttloa. 
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FOREIOH  TfiASE  OFFOBTUinTISS. 

Reserved  nddresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnresa  and  its  dlatrtet  oflle«s.  Seqnest 
tor  eoch  oppertunit)'  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  namfcer. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Lumber,  No.  22708. — ^A  commission  merchant  In  the  West  Indies  asks  the 
Bureau  to  place  him  in  touch  with  exporters  of  lumber,  particularly  those 
located  in  the  Gulf  States.  Quotations  on  the  various  classes  and  grades 
of  lumber  are  desired. 

Scicing  machinet,  etc..  No.  22709. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  re- 
ports that  a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines,  cement,  caustic 
soda,  cotton  yarns,  etc. 

Provisions,  etc..  No.  22710. — ^A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  States 
informs  the  Bureau  that  a  firm  in  Greece  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  exporters  of  grain,  sugar,  sulphate  of  copper,  coffee,  rice,  kidney 
beans,  linen  bags,  flour,  etc. 

Enameled  ware,  etc..  No.  22711. — ^A  Arm  of  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  in 
British  East  Africa  informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to 
receive  catalogues  with  prices  and  discounts  given  on  aluminum  and 
enameled  ware,  small  oil,  cooking  stoves,  patent  medicines,  etc. 

ifining  machinery,  etc..  No.  22712. — ^The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  business 
man  In  Russia  desires  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  mining 
machinery,  etc.  Interested  manufacturers  may  communicate  with  repre- 
sentative in  the  United  States. 

Perforating  machine.  No.  22713. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  a  foreign 
colonial  possession  writes  that  the  secretary  of  a  municipal  hospital  In  his 
district  wishes  to  purchase  a  small  machine  for  perforating  checks,  receipts, 
and  other  blank  forms.  Ciorrespondence  in  English.  Sample  showing  per- 
foration desired  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  80458.) 

.Sugar-mill  machinerv.  No.  22714. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Venezuela 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  will  shortly  be  in  the  market  for  the  com- 
plete machinery  for  a  modern  sugar  mill  having  a  capacity  of  from  200  to 
300  tons  of  cane  in  24  hours.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Spanish. 

General  representation.  No.  22715. — A  business  man  in  Spain  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles  and  other  prod- 
ucts for  which  a  market  in  that  country  may  be  found.    References. 

Salt,  No.  22716. — A  firm  in  Canada  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  its 
desire  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  table  and  other  salt. 

Machinery,  No.  22717. — ^A  business  man  from  South  America,  who  is  now  In 
the  United  States,  is  In  the  market  for  several  machines,  probably  8  or  10, 
for  the  manufacture  of  cut  nails.    Reference. 

Railway  materials.  No.  22718. — A  firm  In  Brazil  desires  to  enter  Into  commer- 
cial relations  with  American  exporters  of  new  and  second-hand  rails  (18, 
20,  25,  and  34  kilos  per  meter),  locomotives,  fishplates,  and  bolts,  etc. 

Cedar  pencil  wood,  No.  22719. — An  export  firm  on  tlie  Pacific  coast  has  received 
Inquiries  for  cedar  pencil  slats,  a  sample  of  which  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  155.)  Samples  with 
lowest  possible  quotations  f.  o.  b,  San  Francisco  or  Seattle,  desired.  The 
firm  states  that  If  anything  similar  to  sample  can  be  had  at  a  reasonable 
price  it  can  dispose  of  considerable  quantities. 

Shoes,  wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  22720. — A  commercial  organization  in  the 
United  States  has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  tiie  name  and  address  of  a 
business  man  in  Colombia  who  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  shoes,  hoisery,  haberda^- 
ery,  underwear,  and  wearing  apparel,  piece  goods,  notions  and  novelties, 
drugs  and  pharmaceutical  products,  leather  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes, 
lubricating  oils,  foodstuffs,  and  provisions,  etc.  Agencies  are  desired. 
References. 
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FOBEIGl?  CAFITAI  INVESTED  IN  SPAIN. 
[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  14.] 

From  figures  recetitljr  made  public  it  appears  that  non-Spanish 
stock  companies  operating  in  this  country  have  at  present  lying 
m  local  industries  the  equivalent  of  $367,020,000.  Of  this  sum 
$88,000,000  are  in  electric  power  and  lighting,  $37,000,000  in  rail- 
roads and  city  traction,  $2,500,000  in  metallurgical  enterprises,  and 
the  remainder  in  various  minor  lines. 

According  to  nationality  the  total  is  divided  as  follows:  Belgium, 
$191,950,000;  England,  $101,460,000;  France,  $68,190,000;  Germany, 
$1,900,000;  and  Switzerland,  $520,000. 

[A  report  on  stock  companies  In  Spain  was  published  In  Commerce  Reports 
for  Feb.  23,  1916.] 

VALENCIA  ONION  CBOF  AND  EXPOBTS. 

[Consul  John  B.  Putnam,  Valencia.  Spain,  Sept.  26.] 

The  1916-17  onion  export  season  opened  for  the  Valencia  consular 
district  on  May  15,  1916,  and  shipments  up  to  September  16  have 
amounted  to  8.52,860  cases  and  584,995  crates,  as  compared  with 
661,057  cases  and  235,230  crates  for  the  corresponding  period  of 

The  export  of  onions  to  the  United  States  began  on  June  20, 1916, 
and  has  totaled,  for  the  less  than  three  months  period,  564.835 
crates  and  20,034  cases  as  against  231,045  crates  and  18,703  cases 
shipped  during  the  same  period  of  last  season.  The  export  of 
onions  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  is  steadily  increasing 
each  year.  While  it  is  stated  that  Valencia  case  onions  have  been 
and  are  exported  to  the  American  market  through  other  countries, 
direct  shipments  have  only  been  made  since  the  present  European 
war  started. 

The  shipments  to  British  ports  to  date  this  season  have  amounted 
to  766,916  cases  and  2,185  crates,  as  compared  with  601,498  cases 
for  the  same  period  of  last  year;  56,635  cases  of  onions  have  been 
•mi'-is  225 
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sent  to  France,  as  against  3,900;  Ca»|kd»  has  received  1,875  cae^ 
and  17,975  crates,  as  compared  with  838  eases  and  4,185  crates  dupinig 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  season. 

This  season  has  witnessed  the  first  shipments  of  onions  to  Nor- 
way, amounting  to  7,400  cases. 

large  Crop— Prices, 

No  accurate  statistics  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  extent  of  this 
year's  onion  crop,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  about  double  that  of  1915, 
This  increased  production  probably  accounts,  in  part,  for  the  large 
shipments  so  far  this  season  which,  in  the  case  of  crated  onions  to  tfie 
United  States,  have  exceeded  the  total  quantity  of  crated  onions 
sent  to  all  countries  during  any  previous  season. 

With  onions  quoted  on  the  local  market  at  prices  equal  to  from 
50  to  60  cents  per  bushel,  it  costs  about  55  cents  to  put  a  crate  of 
onions  on  board  sltip  with  all  charges  paid,  and  an  additional  20 
cents  to  pay  the  freight  to  New  York.  The  value  at  present  of  a 
cases  of  onions,  f.  o.  b.  Valencia,  is  approximately  $1.90,  and  the 
cost  of  freight  to  England  about  50  cents. 

So  far  this  year  onion  growers  have  received  good  prices  for  their 
crops,  and  if  everything  goes  well  for  the  remainder  of  tlie  season 
it  should  prove  a  profitaole  one  for  all  concerned. 

D«ttiaatleB  •(  OniMis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  country  of  destination  of  onions 
shipped  from  this  district  during  the  past  five  complete  seasons  (a 
case  is  equal  to  approximately  2.3  bushels  and  a  crate  to  0.7  bushel) : 


Destination. 

mi-u 

1912-13 

lBU-14 

1914-15 

ms-ie 

Groat  Britain 

2.218.542 

33  79« 

15. 7« 

7,994 

100 

Cam. 

2.006.4M 

1.000 

ClU€f. 

2,032,715 
3,037 

Ciftt. 

1.S85.070 

Ctect. 

1,688.672 

1,000 

195 

V.847 
18.437 
40  e07 

4.679 

25.100 

35.52S 

72,21S 

■-,516 

Total  (USPS *. 

Gre^t  Britain    * 

2.276.203 
Crates. 

2,09S,494 
CraUs. 

2.035,917 
Cratta. 

1,951,940 

Cratta. 

5.SU 
4M.519 

9.539 

l,S22,081 
CtxUtt. 

259.200 
16.7S3 

238.181 
34,253 

:«).29% 
17,C54 

527,266 
4.1SS 

274.939 

270,434 

277,847 

469,860 

S3),4U 

ALMEBIA  POET  MOVBMEUTS. 

[CoBsnlar  Agent  B.  F.  Yost,  Alm«rla,  Spaia,  Sept.  0.1 

During  August,  1910,  there  entered  at  the  port  of  Almeria  a  total 
of  C,215  tons  of  merchandise,  of  which  2,729  tons  were  coal  and  the 
remainder  miscellaneous  goods.  The  outgoing  shipments  for  the 
month  reached  a  total  of  23,375  tons,  as  compared  with  14,891  tons 
in  August,  1915.  The  merchandise  consisted  of  804  tons  of  niis- 
cella  neons  exports,  18,000  tons  of  iron  ore,  225  tons  of  lead  ore,  and 
■1.334  tons  of  fresh  grapes.  Of  the  62  steamers  entered  45  -were 
Spanish,  10  British,  4  Norwegian,  1  Greek,  1  Italian,  and  1  Russian. 
During  the  corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year  the  number 
of  steamers  was  71. 
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[Consul  W.  E.  Alger,  Ferule,  British  Columbia,  Oct.  0.1 

The  Crow's  Nest  coal  mines  are  important  because  of  their  unus- 
ually large  area  and  great  productiveness,  and  on  account  of  the 
rapidly  growing  railroad  enterprises,  and  the  mining  and  smelting 
industries  that  depend  on  them  for  supplies  of  fuel. 

The  Crow's  Nest  coal  fields  are  350  to  400  miles  from  the  coast 
in  the  Bocky  Mountains.  The  summit  of  the  range  is  the  dividing 
line  between  the  section  of  the  field  situated  in  East  Kootenay, 
British  Columbia,  and  the  part  in  southwest  Alberta.  The  property 
of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co.  is  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  while  that  known  as  the  Blaimore  Frank  district  is  in 
the  eastern  foothills  of  the  same  range. 

The  coal  fields  cover  more  than  200  square  miles.  Production  of 
coal  and  coke  from  these  mines,  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds  each,  during 
the  past  18  years  was: 


Yeats. 

CoaL 

Cok*. 

Yens. 

Coal. 

Coke. 

UM 

Tom. 

8.9S6 
116.200 
Z3I.6I9 
425.267 
441.236 
661.118 
742.210 
986,765 
806.903 
981,939 

Tof.*. 

861 
29.658 
73.496 
125.085 
120.777 
167.-39 
245.118 
286  880 
212.111 
231,326 

190S 

Tonr. 

981.643 

899.043 

1.209.762 

35.1  498 

t  0A4.:91 

1. 166  378 

871.811 

892.651 

Trm. 
262.190 

ISW 

1906 

25n.v!55 

ttW 

1910 

l'J4.4l,8 

Wl 

lUUo 

W  65i 

van 

1912 

245.228 

1MB 

1913 

1914 

253,541 

HM 

223  850 

1105 

WIS 

26~.8rt3 

not  . 

Total 

iM 

12.847,810 

3.250.2M 

a  Daring  this  year  there  was  a  strike. 

The  coal  and  coke  exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  past  six  vears 
were:  1910,  coal  $2,296,915,  coke  $43,755;  1911,  coal  $677,813," coke 
$8,846;  1912,  coal  $1,629,205,  coke  $251,453;  1913,  coal  $1,736,211, 
coke  $257,378;  1914,  coal  $1,282,882,  coke  $276,694;  1915,  coal 
$961,930,  coke  $118,694. 

Brides  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  there  are  in  the  Fernie  consular 
district  the  following  coal  mines:  Corbin  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Corbin; 
Hosmer  collieries,  Hosmer;  Hillcrest  collieries,  Hillcrest;  West 
Canadian  collieries,  Blairmore;  McGillivray  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Cole- 
man; Franco-Canadian  collieries,  Frank. 


GOVEBNUENT  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  publications  were  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended 
October  14: 

Electric  Units  and  Stnntfnrds  (Stnndarils  Biirenu  CIrculnr  60). — Historical 
account  of  tlie  vnrlon.s  systems  of  electricnl  nicnsiirements  wltli  extracts  from 
the  Inws  of  vnrlous  countries  ilefinin}:  tlie  lecnl  units.     Price,  1-5  cents. 

Bu»mess  Prnrticc  and  Accounts  for  Coo/icrnticc  Stores  (Asrlculture  De- 
partment Bulletin  381). — Outlines  proper  systems  of  accounts  In  tlie  conduct 
Of  retail  and  fi:eiiei-i)l  nierclinnilise  stores.    Price.  10  cents. 

ilortalllu  StatMics,  /.•>/.{  (Census  Bureau  1010).— Fifteentli  com|)liation, 
based  on  records  of  re^i.stration  area,  whicii  in  lfl14  had  an  estimated  iiopnla- 
tion  of  alwut  70.000.0(K),  siiowins  a  deatli  rate  of  13.0  i>er  1,000  population,  tlie 
lowest  e\-er  recorded  in  tills  area.     Price.  .$1. 

Hircrtions  for  licstorinq  the  Apiiiircntln  Drowned  (U.  S.  Coast  Guard). — 
Contains  short  rules  wlilch  slioulil  i)e  followed  in  saving  drownlns  persons  by 
sn-iuniilni:  to  tlieir  relief,  and  directions  for  ti-eatnient  of  frostbites,  as  prac- 
ticed In  the  Unlte«l  States  Coast  Ouiird.     Price,  5  cents. 
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SSIXnre  STAITBABS  TZ8Z  TOB  GASOUKE. 

A  statement  has  been  issued  hy  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards with  the  object  of  i-cmovmg  any  existing  impression  that  the 
bureau  would  formulate  a  test  which  might  be  applied  b^  any  pur- 
chasers to  detect  at  once  an  inferior  product  in  the  gasoline  market 
"  No  such  simple  test  is  known  in  the  present  state  of  the  science  of 
petroleum  technology,"  the  bureau  states.  "  In  the  early  days  of  the 
petroleum  industry,  when  all  our  gasolines,  kerosenes,  fuel  oils,  and 
lubricating  oils  were  derived  from  one  source,  viz,  Pennsylvania  crude 
petroleum,  a  simple  measurement  of  the  specinc  gravity,  or  what 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  the  Baume  number,  by  means  of  a  hy- 
drometer, ser^'^d  as  a  fairly  reliable  indication  of  the  qualities  of 
these  products.  To-day,  however,  the  specific  gravity  test  is  practi- 
cally worthless  as  a  check  on  the  suitability  of  a  gasoline,  for  example, 
for  a  given  motor  equipment."  In  giving  the  reason  for  this  change 
and  discussing  present  conditions  the  bureau  states : 
Different  Kinds  of  Petrolenm  and  Kethods  of  ]Ian«<ik«tare. 

Many  new  oil  fleltls  that  liave  been  opened  up  In  recent  years  y!eM  petroletinja 
of  very  different  physical  and  chemical  properties  and  new  methods  of  mann- 
fncturc  have  been  introd«ce<l  that  yield  products  having  very  different  iM^iper- 
ties  In  no  way  relnte<t  to  the  specific  Rravltles.  The  problem  Is  an  extremely  com- 
plicated one,  and  presupposes  a  definition  of  gasoline.  It  is  highly  probable  thmt 
the  Bpeclficaticm  or  definition  of  standard  gasoline  and  the  tests  that  will  be 
neces.sary  to  tletermlne  whetlier  the  gasoline  compiles  with  the  speclflcatlooa 
will  be  quite  complicated  and  will  require  tlie  services  of  a  trained  chemist  to 
make  them.  It  seems  most  probable  that  the  definition  of  gasoline  will  hirre  to 
be  based  on  the  percentage  that  distils  over  between  specified  temperatures, 
when  the  tli.stlUation  Is  carried  out  under  specified  conditions.  This  distlllutlon 
lest,  speaking  in  non-technical  terms,  Is  a  measure  of  the  freedom  with  which  the 
gasoline  will  vaporize.  The  gasoline  must  not  vaporize  too  freely  for  two 
reasons — one  that  it  would  not  be  safe,  and,  secondly.  Its  loss  In  storage  by 
evaporation  would  be  too  gi-eat.  Hence,  the  specification  may  have  to  contain 
limitations  of  the  percentage  distilling  over  below  a  certain  temperature,  coupled, 
perhni)8,  witli  a  proviso  that  certain  percentages  shall  distil  over  l>elow  other 
fixed  temperatures,  in  order  that  requisite  amounts  ot  low-boiling  conKtltuentS 
shall  bo  pre.'^ent  to  Insure  easy  starting  of  an  engine.  Likewise  tl»e  specification 
must  contain  a  pro\islon  that  all  must  distil  over  below  a  certain  maximum 
temperatHrc  In  order  to  exclude  from  the  gasoline  the  heavier  petroleum  distil- 
lates, such  as  kerosene. 

Complicated  as  such  a  specification  as  has  l)een  briefly  outlined  may  Boem  to 
the  layman,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  other  tests  must  Ik»  devised  to  limit 
the  percentage  of  so-called  aromatic  and  unsaturated  hydrocarbons  that  may  be 
pcrmitte<l  in  a  good  motor  gasoline.  The  question  still  remains  wliether  or  not 
It  may  be  necessary  to  define  two  or  more  gi-ades  of  motor  gasoline. 

Knough  has  been  said  to  show  that  no  simple  tests  can  be  used  to  fix  the 
comi)Osition  of  such  complex  mixtures  of  hydrocarbons  as  arc  represented  by 
gasolines.  The  jwpwlar  opinion  that  specific  gravity  (or  ck^)rpe«  Bntime)  wiu 
suffice  as  a  test  for  gasoline  Is  unfortunately  erroneous.  For  example,  a  gaso- 
line of  70°  Bauni6  from  some  oil  fields  is  no  more  volatile  than  a  gaso- 
line of  C3°  BaumC  from  other  oil  fields.  Another  point  about  whicb  there  ia 
often  a  misunderstanding  Is  the  relative  efiiciency  of  high  and  low  density 
gasolines.  It  Is  the  common  opinion  of  gasoline  users  that  gasoline  of  low 
siKxrific  gi-avity  (or  high  Baum6  reading)  Is  more  efflclent  In  thot  they  43aB  get 
more  miles  out  of  a  gallon.  This  is  not  true  It  the  motor  equipment  ia  adafited 
to  the  fuel  used. 

KvBt  Proceed  with  Greatest  Cantion. 

The  message  which  it  Is  particularly  desired  to  convey  is  that  the  poUtc 
should  not  expect  hasty  action.  It  is  extremely  Important  that  we  proceed  with 
the  greatest  caution  and  in  the  light  of  the  fullest  technical  infonnation.  Xheic 
Is  only  one  way,  or  at  most  a  very  few  ways,  of  doing  the  right  thing,  wbite 
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there  Is  an  infinite  number  of  ways  of  doing  the  wrong  thing.  A  inlstiike  of 
any  kind,  such  as  a  specification  that  is  unnecessarily  restricted  and  which 
migbt  unduly  limit  competition,  will  disturb  economic  and  manufacturing  con- 
ditions, and  might  only  result  In  Imposing  greater  burdens  on  the  consuming 
pnblic. 

There  are  two  aspects  to  the  question  imder  consideration,  one  local,  the 
other  nationaL  There  is  no  doubt  that  tlie  advantages  that  would  result  from 
a  satisfactory  standardization  of  gasoline  by  the  National  Government  are 
many.  Not  the  least  of  these  would  be  Its  Influence  on  State  and  municipal 
legislation  relating  to  this  question,  and  its  effect  In  making  such  legislation 
more  nearly  uniform  throughout  the  country.  Legislative  Ixnlles  are  beginning 
to  take  up  tliis  question,  and  much  of  this  leglslntion  is  certain  to  be  111  ad- 
vised, although  enacted  with  the  best  Intentions,  because  it  can  not  In  the  nature 
of  tilings  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  technical  experts  that  is  required 
for  the  satisfactory  solution  of  questions  of  this  kind.  It  will  readily  be  seen 
that  the  effect  of  indiscriminate  legislation  might  produce  conditions  nothing 
sliort  of  chaotic. 

Saltable  Inspection  Serrloe  Needed. 

The  question  that  very  naturally  arises  at  this  point  i.s — with  such  a  compli- 
cated specification  for  gasoline,  for  which  the  user  can  not  make  the  necessary 
tests— iiow  it  will  be  possible  to  protect  his  interests  and  to  assure  himself  that 
he  is  actually  getting  standard  gasoline.  The  answer  Is,  he  can  not  possibly 
do  so ;  the  Government — National,  State,  or  municipal — must  protect  him  by  a 
snltable  Insiiectlon  service,  just  us  It  protects  him  In  matters  relating  to  weights 
and  measures,  pure  foods,  etc.  National  legislation  relating  to  Interstate  com- 
merce, making  It  unlawful  to  sell  a  protluct  under  the  name  of  "  gasoline  "  that 
does  not  come  within  the  specifications,  with  a  suitable  Inspection  service,  would 
be  an  important  contributing  factor  In  safeguarding  the  oonsimier's  interests. 
Other  products,  which  might  be  Just  as  good  motor  fuels  for  motor  and  car- 
bureter equipments  adapted  to  them,  could  not  tlien  be  sold  in  interstate  com- 
merce under  the  name  of  "  gasoline,"  but  wotdd  have  to  be  called  motor  fuels 
or  by  some  other  name  which  would  distinguish  them  fi-om  the  standard  "  gaso- 
line." To  protect  the  Interests  of  the  consumer  in  intrastate  commerce  It  would 
be  necessary  for  States  and  municipalities  to  adopt  similar  legislation  and  to 
Increase  their  Inspection  service  to  provide  for  this  new  work.  Just  as  they  have 
provided  for  weights  and  measures  and  pure-food  regulations  in  the  past. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  on  gasolines  derived 
from  different  oil  fields  and  by  different  methods  of  manufacture.  Any  exi)erl- 
mental  work  Incident  to  the  use  of  gasoline  as  a  fuel  belongs  primarily  to  that 
bnrenu.  The  Bureau  of  Standards,  on  the  other  hand.  Is  primarily  Interested 
In  questions  relating  to  Its  standardization.  That  bureau  Is  accordingly  enter- 
ing into  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  with  a  view  to  arrvlng  at  a 
8atl5rfnctory  answer  to  the  question  as  to  what  recommendations  arc  possible 
at  this  time,  and  what  should  be  done.  Before  any  final  decisions  are  reached, 
■II  lntereste<l  parties  will  be  given  a  hearing. 


CANADA  EXPOETS  F0XE8  TO  THE  TTNITED  STATES. 

(Consul  E.  Verne  RIchardBon.  Moneton,  New  BriinBwlck,  Oct.  10.] 

In  the  vicinity  of  Moneton  ai^  several  fox  farms  or  ranches  where 
thoroughbred  and  crossbred  foxes  are  reared  for  their  skins,  which 
are  growing  in  popularity  as  articles  of  winter  wearing  apparel. 
Within  a  few  weeks  several  pairs  of  live  foxes  have  been  sold  from 
this  consular  district  to  buyers  in  the  United  States  at  prices,  in 
some  instances,  as  hiirh  as  $1,000  per  pair.  During  the  current  week 
five  pairs  of  silver-black  foxes  were  shipped  to  a  customer  in  Maine 
who  it  is  reported,  is  about  to  inaugurate  fox  farming  in  the  vicinity 
of  Portland.  These  were  all  of  the  more  valuable  varieties.  Another 
recent  shipment  was  of  15  crossbreds  averaging  in  value  about  $35 
each  and  one  silver  fox  at  approximately  $200.  These  were  for- 
warded ^o  a  purchaser  in  Minnesota.  One  lot  of  four  lii<jh-priced 
black  foxes  was  sent  during  Se])tember  to  be  exhibited  at  a  State 
fair  held  annually  in  a  central  New  Yorlc  citv- 
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BABOELOKA'S  IHFOSTS  OF  BAW  OOTTOH. 

[Coqsul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barccloiia.  SpaiQ.  AvBt  29.] 

The  quantity  of  raw  cotton  imported  at  Barcelona  during  th^ 
oampai^  year  1915-16  fell  08,744  bales  short  of  the  amount  re- 
ceived at  this  port  in  1914-15,  but  was  6,722  bales  greater  than  ip 
the  pre-war  season  of  1913-14.  DiflSculties  encountered  in  ocesn 
transportation  greatly  influenced  the  local  market, 

During  1915-16  the  imports  from  the  United  States  declined  by 
111,711  bales  compared  with  the  preceding  campaign  year,  although 
still  in  excess  of  the  season  before  the  war  by  88,490  bales.  Egyp- 
tian cotton  showed  an  increase  over  the  amount  imported  usually, 
and  Indian  cotton  was  received  in  larger  quantity  than  during 
1914-15.  American  cotton  formed  79.4  per  cent  of  the  year's  total 
importation ;  Egyptian,  5.5  per  cent ;  and  Indian,  15  per  cent. 

OWef  Supplying  Cowntrie*. 

The  countries  of  origin  and  number  of  bales  imported  at  Barcelona 
during  the  past  four  seasons  were: 


Countries. 

1012-13 

1913-14 

1914-lS 

ms-u 

iJDlted  States 

Bala. 

280.611 
20.013 
36  166 
19.625 
2.058 

276.365 
20.001 
r3,471 
13.377 
7,840 

Baft. 

426,506 

19. 40^ 

46,891 

912 

1,664 

Bala. 

Egypt..         

a,7u 

3S9 

Total 

366.473 

301,066 

495,632 

396, » 

The  Trade  in  American  Fiber. 

Of  the  American  cotton  entered  at  the  port  of  Barcelona  during  the 
campaign  year  of  1915-16  Galveston  supplied  58.6  per  cent.  Savannah 
17.3  per  cent,  and  New  Orleans  18.8  per  cent.  The  number  of 
bales  furnished  by  these  and  other  leading  cotton  ports  of  the  United 
States  during  each  of  the  last  four  seasons  is  shown  below: 


Ports. 

1912-13 

1813-14 

1814-15 

1915-14 

CJalve5ton 

Bala. 
171.816 

47.212 

48.  .144 

4.203 

6,8li2 

Bales. 
140,  IW 
55.945 
36,741 
6,900 
17,303 
6,356 
50 
3,470 

Sales. 
283.438 
75. BSD 

ia,s»i 

14,500 

6,197 

600 

«i 

12,«24 

BaUs. 

m.ssa 

54,455 

69,059 

New  Orleans...,, ,,.,, .,.>•...,................,,.,...... 

8.6S0 

New  York....* 

4.472 

W  ilminston 

l.QOO 
11,177 

Indirect 

3.^ 

Total 

380,611 

3T0,3aS 

426,506 

u«,aii 

SERICUITURE  IN  ITAIY. 

[Con.sul  .Vrtbur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Genoa,  Sept.  20.1 

The  yield  of  cocoons  in  Italy  for  1916,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome,  is  86,680  ra«tr)e 
tons  ( 1  metric  ton=2,204.e  pounds) .  This  is  105.9  per  cent  of  the  1916 
yield  of  34,600  metric  tons,  and  90.8  per  cent  of  the  average  of  th« 
five  years  1909-1913,  which  is  given  as  40,357  metric  tens. 
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IMPOST  TEASE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  BT  COUNTRIES. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland.] 

There  was  a  considerable  change  in  the  value  of  the  imports  into 
New  Zealand  during  1915  according  to  the  country  of  origin.  The 
United  Kingdom  supplied  goods  of  its  own  production  to  the  value 
of  $50,574,649  compared  with  $64,364,928  for  1913.  The  imports  of 
American  goods  increased  in  value  from  $10,258,533  for  1913  to  $13,- 
930,536  for  1915. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  by  classes  into  New  Zealand 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  and  the  totals 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions  and  the  total  from  tho 
balance  of  the  world  for  the  years  1913  and  1915,  since  the  com- 
parison with  1914  would  not  give  a  fair  showing,  because  of  the 
abnormal  conditions  during  a  portion  of  that  year : 


Articles. 


Anns,  explosives, eic. 

Bao  and  sacks 

Bew,  spirits,  wine. . . 

Bicycles  and  materi- 
als  

Boots  and    hoes 

Caovas 

CvpecinK 

Cbina  and  eartben- 
wan 

Ceal 

Drapery.  te.itiiej, 
hebertlashery 

Druf^and  cl^micats. 

Fancy  goods  and 
tujra , 

Floor  and  oilcloth 

Fruits:  Fresh  and 
dried 

Bardware  and  iron- 
mongerv 

Bail«T 

OlaaB  and  KlHssware. . 

bon:  Pig,  uToUKl.t, 
wire,  and  galva- 
nbed 

Lestrer  and  manu- 
iicturei , 

Lumber. 

Uachiaery 

Uanurtti 

Uniors,  cycles,  etc. . . 

Musical  in&trun.eiits 
and  materials 

Nalb 

Oib 

l^per 

Printeil  books 

Bail»-ay  and  tram- 

•rav  plant 

Eeedi 

tewing  and  knitting 

macBinea 

SHks 

Stationer)- 

fujar 

Tas 

Tobacco 

Tools  aad  Imple- 
ments  

^'caring  apparel , 

hats,  caps 

Woolpeck!< 

All  other  articles 

Total,  not  in- 
cludmg  spe- 
cie  


1913 


I'nilel 
King- 
dom. 


t9eii.948 

43. 0» 

2,012,483 

460.254 

1.841  819 

457  H'M 

4«7  oyl 

/27.883 


10.8B5  281 
l,LS0,t>H2 

882. 90S 
699,603 

52,97? 

1,V50,.359 

1.003.7W 

530,307 


6,504.180 

670,2/3 

22.036 

3,.')flO.  149 

492  621 
2,478.0X4 

472.061 
141  210 
64li.  133 
1.110.181 
831,159 

1,252.880 
348, 432 

101.038 
175.851 

1  606 
944 

i.igo,4o» 

877,732 

6,  £55. 522 

8S6 

12.010  Its 


G4,364s928 


UnitaJ 
States. 


164. 339 

24 

14,367 

10.249 

69.427 

24,318 

457 

3,9S1 


Total 
Dritisb. 


» 87,374 
1,136  712 
2,i.5S.35:* 

581.552 

1.896,10S 

469.710 

476.362 

764.896 
2.269,181 


163.03711.192.035 
157,246    1,565  465 


66.704 
1,499 

485  949 

311,062 
4.915 

eo,8ie 


390,712 

130.  .778 

451.41 

779.492 

959 

1,120,614 

28,527 
129.34 
1,866.561 
24.683 
48,514 

25.500 
85,417 

120.W0 

1  844 

91.407 

43  317 


419,594 
717,054 
207,211 

i^iie.'TOs 


1.037.796 
699,647 


Total 
foreign. 


sios.sm 

1.071 
336,  (M2 

69.8P3 
109.67 
31.S56 
15,076 

188.226 


SOT. 031 

688.616 


392,980 
6,833 


829,763       737,742 


I'nlteJ 
King- 
dom. 


469.359 

15.329 

624,323 


1,828.295 

1.005.886 

597,051 


6,875,381 

908,006 
1.9^3.^72 
3.675.643 
1.214.878 
3.310,617 


488.144       310. 06B 

144.973        138. t08; 

737  6(i9   2.0J6.538' 

1.668. 601,       16S.473' 

1.154,903  55,240 


1604.127 

«.  178 
1,767,498 

246.440 

1.710,715 

275.i<;6 

;t50  665 

481.326 
243 

9.655. 
1.638,030 

621.160 
391.782 

2,608 

1,179,038 
92:1.681 
386,945 


476,348  4,698,625      461,967 


196.032  368.695 
483.375  7.212 

.33-'.  144  2,560  5:w 
621.846!       30;). 504 

,661,063,  1.612,671 


1.278.050 
438  669 

119,083 

198.271 

927.  :n6 

3.906.412 

1.438. 1>^ 

1,7I<9,543 

1,189.373 

7,126^45' 

363.306 

15,72.5.653 


491.643 
1-22.  .i24 
.162.437 

8(W.8.'<9 
935,692 


33.043    1,200,974 
283,021    1,136.162 


148.433 
276.1^6 
20li.364' 
47.755 

6.. 14 1' 


77.786 

(i8..iU 

648. 5S8 

2,686 

774 


10,268,533  86,237,198 


470.019    1,377,969 

I 
746. 745        523  927 

438  063   6,026.574 

3.986 

4,745.995   8.051.  lOj 


Unite! 
Statej. 


U25.711 
1 .  *i:i2 
18.454 

is  775 

153.460 

66,141 

652 

.5,  .339 


542. 167 
474,888 

192,436 
2.779 

882,910 

270.281 

78.166 

247, 194 


Total 
British. 


Total 
foreign. 


S70.).,'»2 
1.235.006 
2,151.407 

407  476 

1.82;j.857 

282. 38S 

372, 761 

499  Wis 
1.676,485 

9.977.527 
2,0o0,>.87 

655,912 
3U1.7U2 

707,662 

1.207.661 
9^5. 506 
604,247 


5,396.812 

735.839 
1,215.-82 
2.536,452 
1,6Z3.074 
2,702,387 


07.114  502.50:i 

103.175  191.745 

2,333.540  581.357 

75,  US  1  1^.556 

76,010  1,066,279 


311.928 
iOI,607' 

1,227.828 
16.979 

1,842,948, 


lf8,075 
67,561 

147.990 

3,IU1 

153.679 

60.271 

'ios.'eoi 

626,473 
138,778 


1.231.154 

1.235,W8 

77.893 

82,,i85 

722,  OJl 

5.150.947 

2.201.li51 

2.135,807 

707,764 


123.763 
402.917 
2.474.278  12,  .:44. 5:18 


$133,084 

1.932 

491.653 

59. 415 
171.:i45 

66.7.W 
8,424 

31.447 


2,042,903 
1  348,827 

379,,S74 
2,779 

1,291.700 

299.757 
10,i.007 
380,833 


475.374 

327.316 
27.'.:i:14 

1,611.196 
695.626 

2,344,658 

100.975 

ira.  146 

3,281,004 

197.7110 

77  89S 

170.003 
357,658 

l.iO.898 
899. 7« 
241.:t47 
51,80} 
10,774 
459,300 

638,533 

584.6,32 

19 

.5,453,001 


19, 140, 202 ,60  574, 049  13, 930, 636|75. 403, 01 1  25, 132,650 


Digitized  by 


Google 


282  OOMMEHCB  BEPOKTB. 

AHEBICANS  BVHD  LABOEST  DAM  HT  SUBOPB. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hnrst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Aug.  20.1 

The  lai'gest  dam  in  Europe,  just  completed  in  the  Baixelona  con- 
sular district,  is  the  result  of  the  work  of  American  eneineers  and 
experts.  It  is  built  across  the  chasin  through  which  the  Nogtma 
Pallaresa  River  flowed,  and  is  situated  near  the  old  fortified  town 
of  Talarn.  Abutting  on  almost  perpendicular  cliffs,  the  dam  is 
constructed  of  concrete  and  measures  B30  feet  in  height  and  700  feet 
in  length.  The  thickness  is  230  feet  at  the  base,  gradually  decreas- 
ing to  14  feet  at  the  top. 

The  valley  above  tne  dam  was  bought  from  the  various  land- 
holders at  a  cost  of  nearly  $1,000,000,  and  now  filled  with  water 
forms  an  artificial  lake  15i  miles  long  and  3J  miles  wide.  The 
floodgates  are  so  carefully  balanced  tliat  they  open  automatically 
under  the  pressure  of  a  rise  of  1  inch  of  water.  The  natural  for- 
mation of  tne  rock  near  the  dam  has  been  utilized  to  provide  a  spill- 
way with  n  capacity  of  70,000  cubic  feet  of  water  a  second. 

T«  Produce  Power  and  Aid  ia  Irrigation. 

The  dam  has  a  twofold  object  in  the  production  of  electric  power 
and  use  in  irrigation.  The  water  that  now  passes  through  the  poxrer 
house  yields  an  electric  current  of  20,000  horsepower.  Later  it  will 
be  increased  to  40,000  horsepower.  Tlie  water  is  carried  by  a  system 
of  canals  into  an  arid  district,  where  it  irrigates  a  surface  of  nearly 
100  square  miles. 

The  cement  used  in  the  construction  of  the  dam  was  made  on  the 
spot. from  limestone  and  marl  found  within  a  short  distance  and 
transported  by  a  temporary  railroad.  The  cement-making  machin- 
ery, stone  crushers,  mixers,  etc.,  were  brought  from  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  considerable  quantities  of  the  other  machinery  and 
parts  emplo.vcd  in  building. 

An  obstacle  that  had  to  be  overcome  in  this  construction  work  was 
the  lack  of  communication.  This  necessitated  the  running  of  a  tele- 
phone line  from  Barcelona  to  the  dam  and  the  building  of  a  mud 
more  than  11  miles  long,  part  of  which  was  cut  through  a  canyon 
at  heavy  expense.  Over  this  road  two  traction  engines  hauled  the 
building  material  on  platform  cars  of  American  manufacture. 


ACCUMATIZATIOH  WORE  BY  BUBEATJ  OP  FISHBBI^. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  is  arranging  for  the  ship- 
ment of  a  consignment  of  16,000,000  humpback  salmon  eggs  f«»n 
Alaska.  It  is  intended  to  retain  8,000,000  of  these  eggs  to  l»  devel- 
oped at  the  Puget  Sound  stations  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  ttk» 
ostalilishment  of  an  annual  run  of  that  sjiecies  in  Washington  waters. 
The  remainder  of  the  consignment  will  be  forwarded  to  the  New 
England  stations  in  Maine,  with  the  view  of  continuing  the  plants 
of  tliis  species  in  the  streams  of  that  State. 

Plans  are  also  being  |>erfected  for  the  transfer  of  a  carload  of 
ca.stcrn  lobsters  from  Maine  to  Washingt<Mi,  in  furtherance  of  <Jm 
attempt  inaugurated  several  years  ago  to  bring  about  the  acclimati- 
zation of  this  cnistaceiin  in  Pacific  coast  waters. 
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STftSZT  XAHWAT  ACCIDBSTS  is  GEBHAirr. 

[Consnl  Henry  C.  A.  ttamm,  Alx  la  Chapclle,  Sept.  28.] 

The  Association  of  Administrations  of  German  Street  and  Inter- 
urban  Lines  has  issued  its  report  on  accidents  that  occurred  in  1915. 
(Statistics  from  the  report  for  1914  were  published  in  Commerce 
Keports  for  Oct.  4,  1915.) 

The  average  distribution  of  accidents  for  the  period  from  1902  to 

1914  was  42  per  cent  to  passengers,  58  per  cent  to  nonpa&sengers;  in 
1916  the  fibres  were  39.62  per  cent  and  G0.38  per  cent,  respectively. 
The  principal  causes  of  accidents  to  passengers  were  carelessness  in 
boarding  and  leaving  cars;  to  nonpassengers,  carelessness  in  crossing 
or  walking  along  car  tracks.  Eighty-six  per  cent  of  all  fatal  and 
serious  accidents  in  1915  were  the  fault  of  the  persons  injured. 

The  number  of  children  injured  through  "stealing  rides"  on  the 
steps  of  the  left  side  of  the  platforms,  which  are  generally  closed  by 
a  door,  is  increasing;  21  children  were  killed  or  seriously  hurt  in 
this  way  daring  the  year.  About  one-half  of  the  fatally  injured 
pedestrians  were  children.  For  every  750,000  car-kilometers  (466,- 
000  care-miles)  operated  1  child  was  killed;  in  Aix  la  Chapelle,  1 
child  for  every  1,333,000  car-kilometers  (828,300  car-miles). 

Aix  Is  Chapelle't  Oood  Be«ord. 

The  blame  for  collisions  with  vehicles  rested  in  57.7  per  cent  of  the 
eases  with  the  drivers  of  the  vehicles,  in  9.6  per  cent  with  the  motor- 
men,  in  15.8  per  cent  with  both;  in  14.3  per  cent  the  accidents  were 
due  to  mischance.  One  collision  occurred  for  every  29.315  cai'- 
kilometers  (18,215  car-miles)  operated  for  the  whole  of  Germany; 
in  Aix  la  Chapelle,  one  for  every  100,000  car-lcilometers  (62,100  car- 
miles).  Collisions  between  two  electric  cars  occurred  one  for  every 
1,000,000  car-kilometers  (621,400  car-miles) ;  in  Aix  la  Chapelle  one 
for  every  2,000,000  car- kilometers  (1,615,600  car-miles). 

The  number  of  collisions  between  two  cars,  of  derailments,  and  of 
accidents  to  pei-sons  while  leaving  cars  is  somewhat  above  the  aver- 
age for  tlie  last  15  years.  The  number  of  collisions  with  vehicles 
other  than  truck  wagons  is  below  the  average. 

The  stntistics  show  that  in  every  kind  of  accident  the  figures  for 
Aix  la  Chapelle  were  below  the  average  for  the  whole  of  Germany, 
although  the  hilly  character  of  the  territory  and  some  of  the  ancient 
narrow  streets  traversed  produce  unfavorable  conditions.     During 

1915  there  were  operated  8,952,000  car-kilometers  (5,562,500  car- 
miles). 

Proposed  Kussian  Railroad. 

According  to  the  Statist  (London)  for  September  30,  a  Russian 
railroad  is  projected  to  extend  from  Kern  on  the  White  Sea  southea^ 
to  connect  through  Kotlas  and  Perm  with  the  Siberian  railway  sys- 
tem. The  total  distance  from  Perm  to  Kola,  the  Arctic  terminus  of 
the  new  Murman  Railroad,  would  be  about  150  miles  shorter  by  the 
projected  route  than  by  the  present  route  via  Petrograd.  The  new 
railroad  is  expected  to  facilitate  the  marketing  of  western  Siberian 
products  in  foreign  countries  through  the  port  of  Kola. 
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JAPANESE  ESTABLISH  HEW  EHTESFBISES. 


ICimstil  Ueupral  UeoTge  11.  acldmore,  Tokobama,  Aug.  81.] 

The  .Tiipiinese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  accord- 
ing to  tlie  Japan  Times,  states  that  during  the  first  seven  months 
of  the  present  year  760  new  companies  were  initiated  with  a  com- 
bined capital  of  23,541,276  yen  ($11,735,326).  In  comparison  with 
the  corresponding  period  last  year  this  figure  shows  a  gain  of  29 
companies  with  a  combined  capital  of  13,203,796  yen  ($6,582,092). 

Chemical  industries  have  been  most  favored  by  capitalists,  and 
in  the  number  of  companies  there  is  a  gain  of  74.  Ceramic  indus- 
tries also  have  received  the  attention  of  investors,  on  account  of  their 
increasing  remuneration,  and  there  is  a  gain  of  26  in  the  number 
of  these  companies.  Tissue  industries  have  increased  by  18,  and 
machine  tool  manufacturing  by  15.  The  changes  in  the  principal 
industries  have  been : 


Industries. 

New  con- 
cerns pro- 
moled. 

Incraaee. 

Decnaee. 

Industries. 

New  con. 
ceriis  pro- 
moted. 

Incrtoae. 

Decreasa. 

SO 
81 
Hi 
107 
42 
46 

2 
70 

SblpbuUdingand 
mlUng stock  ... 

Hactalne-tool 
maklnj; 

Oas  and  electric- 
ity  

2 

61 

S2 
226 

S 

18 
74 
2B 
10 

U 

Metal 

3 

87 

Tishin;  Industry  In  Japanese  Colonies. 

Endeavors  on  the  part  of  the  colonial  authorities  to  develop  the 
fishing  industry  in  the  various  colonies  are  producing  favorable 
effects  on  all  sides,  according  to  a  Government  report  quoted  by  the 
Japan  Times. 

In  chosen  waters,  Korean  fishermen  are  encouraged  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  various  ways,  and  their  operations  are  increasing  in 
importance.  At  present  the  annual  catch  amounts  to  a  total  value 
of  5,600,000  yen  ($2,791,600),  and  125,000  fishermen,  with  15.000 
boats,  are  registered.  Japanese  fishermen  are  also  encouraged  to 
operate  in  chosen  waters  by  the  prefectural  authorities  in  Kyushu 
and  Shikoku.  Their  boats  now  in  those  waters  number  more  than 
5,000,  with  a  combined  crew  of  20,000  men,  their  catches  being 
valued  at  4,700,000  yen  ($2,342,950)  a  year.  These  Japanese  fisher- 
men send  their  catches  to  Japan  without  curing. 

Karafuto  has  a  complete  fishery  system  under  the  supervision  of 
the  local  authorities.  The  registered  or  licensed  fishing  boats  num- 
ber 3,000,  or  slightly  upward,  manned  by  17,000  men.  Their  annual 
catches  arc  worth  4,500,000  yen  ($2,243,250). 

In  Taiwan  gasoline  boats  are  in  favor,  and  their  operations  now 
fetch  250,000  yen  ($124,625).  Natives  have  15,000  boats  of  their 
own,  manned  bv  113,000  men,  but  their  catches  are  worth  only 
1,500,000  yen  ($t47,750)  a  year. 

The  Kwangtung  Government  General  has  established  a  fishery 
experimental  station  at  Port  Arthur  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
Japane.se  fishery  enterprises  in  those  water."?,  but  their  total  catches 
are  said  not  to  exceed  250.000  yen  ($124,()i!r))  in  value.  The  regis- 
tered fi.sliiiiij  boat?)  are  200,  manned  by  1,500  men. 
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Incrwud  Kxporta  of  •tatlei«ry. 

Among  the  varioua  Japan«s«  goods  which  have  found  new  markets 
abroad  is  stationery.  Tlie  following  table  from  the  Japan  Chron- 
icle shows  the  exports  of  stationery  in  the  last  half  year,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  two  years : 


AfuMej. 

Jan.-Jane, 
U14. 

Jan.-Junc, 
1«15. 

Xan.-JuDC, 
1»1«. 

naeOf..... 

*15,23S 
32.643 
27,344 

tu,m 

38.160 
27.491 
12,443 

t2fl<<.44t 

™!7:.;:::::.:::;::. .::.:::..;:::::.::::::::::;:::;:;;::::::;;;:: 

81  030 

72,9S3 

tovdopss, ,..., 

13,887 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  exports  of  pencils  in  the  last  half  year 
show  a  very  large  increase  over  those  of  the  corresponding  period 
last  year;  ink  has  more  than  doubled,  and  the  exports  of  Imoks  are 
about  three  times  the  previous  figure, 

coTTOH-osowixra  exfebdients  in  aS££C£. 

[Tyxttte  Herciury,  Mancbester,  England.] 

The  British  consul  at  Pirseus  writes  that  a  British  company  car- 
ried out  some  interesting  experiments  in  the  crowing  of  varieties  of 
American  cotton  in  Greece  during  1915.  The  principal  object  of 
these  experiments,  for  which  seed  was  imported  direct  from  the 
United  States,  was  io  find  a  quality  of  cotton  that  would  mature 
early  to  escape  damage  by  autumn  frosts  and  would  be  better  in 
quality  and  yield  than  the  cotton  already  grown  locally. 

As  a  result  of  experiments  on  alluvial  soils  a  yield  of  1,386  pounds 
of  seed  (i,  e.,  unginned)  cotton  per  acre  was  obtained  from  one 
variety  of  American  seed.  The  native  variety  of  seed  on  the  samo 
soil  yielded  only  684  pounds  per  acre.  On  ash  beds,  however — a 
soil  consisting  of  partially  burnt  peat  overlying  a  subsoil  of  lime 
clay — a  second  new  American  variety  yielded  only  532  pounds  per 
acre,  whereas  an  American  variety  that  has  been  grown  in  Greece 
for  a  number  of  years  yielded  922  pounds  per  acre.  Experiments 
with  the  same  varieties  are  being  continued. 


COTTON  EXPOETS. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  October  14,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


DMricU. 


Owrgia 

MassaohusatU. 


ll«*rYork. 
Moftb  CarollDS . 


Bala. 


13,ai9 

487 

2,140 

22,101 


DbtrlcU. 


P)iHad«lphI*... 
South  CaroUna . 

Virginia 

Oalvostan., 

New  Orl«ws . . . 


BalM. 


75,757 
51.535 


District]. 


Ban  Fitiaelsco . 
WasblDgton... 


Total. 


Boles. 


050 

COSO 

172,101 


The  exports  of  172,104  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  1,802,470  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  146,661  bales  for  the  week  and  958,145  bales  in  the 
cotton  year. 
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AHEBICAN  LOCOMOTIVES  AND  FREIGHT  CABS  IN  BUSSIA. 

(Consul  John  A.  Rajr,  Ode«8a,  Sept.  12.J 

A  Kharkof  newspaper  writes,  under  date  of  August  80,  1916,  that 
Prof.  Lomonosof,  a  membei-  of  the  engineering  board  of  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communication,  has  established  a  new  Euro- 
pean record  for  the  most  heavily  loaded  train.  With  the  American 
locomotive  of  the  decapod  type  he  brought  over  the  Nikolaief  di- 
vision of  the  Southern  Railway  a  train  with  a  load  of  4,424  tons. 
The  length  of  the  train  was  2,800  feet.  The  signaling  was  done  with 
flags,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  United  States. 

The  trip  was  experimental.  A  Russian  engine  was  tried  out 
ngainst  the  American  engine,  and  the  superiority  of  the  latter  was 
clearly  established. 

According  to  an  article  in  an  Odessa  paper,  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 5,  1916,  a  number  of  American  freight  cars  are  being  used 
on  the  Ekaterininskaya  Railway  in  the  Donetz  coal  region.  ThCT 
are  preferred  to  Russian  cars  on  account  of  their  great  capacity.  It 
is  stated,  however,  that  because  the  American  cars  have  their  doors 
at  the  side  they  ai-e  unsuitable  for  hauling  wood.  The  railway  au- 
thorities are  contemplating  remodeling  some  of  the  cars  and  placing 
the  doors  at  the  ends. 

TBADE  AND  INDTTSTBIAL  ITEMS  FBOM  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Weekl.v  Bulletin,  Canadian  Depnrtmcnt  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Oct.  9.] 

Sydney  Harbor  is  situated  on  Port  Jackson,  which  is  landlocked 
and  has  great  natural  shipping  facilities.  The  harbor  has  a  shore 
line  of  200  miles.  The  water,  which  is  deep  right  up  to  the  shores, 
will  float  the  largest  ocean-going  vessels.  The  depth  at  the  entrance 
is  80  feet  and  the  eastern  channel  has  a  depth  of  40  feet,  which  can 
easily  be  deepened  to  60  feet.  The  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  from  3  to  6 
feet.  The  wharves  are  51,000  feet  in  length  and  fitted  with  the  most 
modem  appliances  for  the  quick  dispatch  of  vessels.  The  depth  of 
water  at  the  wharves  ranges  from  30  to  60  feet.  There  are  four 
graving  docks,  of  which  one,  the  Woolwich  graving  dock,  is  the 
largest  in  the  southern  hemisphere.  Another  new  one  alongside 
of  this,  1,000  feet  in  length,  is  shortly  to  be  commenced.  There  are 
also  five  floating  docks  and  five  large  slips. 

Underlying  Sydney  is  a  coal  seam  which  extends  100  miles  north 
and  the  same  distance  in  a  westerly  and  southerly  direction.  The 
seam  varies  from  4  to  33  feet,  and  the  depth  runs  from  the  surface 
outcrop  to  2,000  feet  deep.  The  estimated  quantity  available  is 
1,000,000,000  tons. 

Practically  all  the  trade  of  New  South  Wales,  both  import  and 
export,  is  centered  in  Sydney.  It  is  the  terminal  port  for  the  British 
mail  and  the  majority  of  the  cargo  steamers  from  the  United  King- 
dom. It  is  also  the  terminal  port  for  the  cargo  service  from  Montreal 
and  St.  John.  Sydney  is  the  principal  distributing  center  in  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  point  from  which  transshipments  from  the 
Pacific  coast  of  North  America  are  made  to  other  Australian  ports. 
Japanese  Trade  Commissioners — ^Indnstrlal  Statistics — Karket  for  Fmit. 

Three  Japanese  trade  commissioners  recently  visited  Sydney 
.studying  the  openings  for  Japanese  trade  in  New  South  Wales. 
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Commissioner  Kamiya,  manager  of  the  Osaka  Shoshan  Kaisha, 
stated  that  if  circtunstances  warranted  it  after  the  war  his  company 
would  inaugurate  a  regular  cargo  service  between  Japan  and 
Australian  ports. 

According  to  the  annual  report  on  the  administration  of  the 
Shops  and  Factories  Act,  which  was  recently  published,  there  are 
7,425  factories  in  New  South  Wales,  employing  90,923  hands.  In 
the  metropolitan  area  there  are  4,758  registered  factories,  employing 
81,329  hands.  The  comparatively  small  amount  of  child  labor  em- 
ployed is  held  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  report. 

New  South  Wales,  especially  in  the  metropolitan  area  of  Sydney, 
carrying  a  population  estimated  at  750,000,  offers  the  best  Australian 
market  to  growers  of  seasonable  products,  such  as  apples  or  other 
fresh  fruits  or  potaoes.  Shipments  of  perishable  goods  sold  in 
Sydney  avoid  the  extra  expense  and  risk  attendant  upon  transship- 
ments made  to  more  distant  markets.  To  realise  the  best  markets, 
apples  should  arrive  as  early  as  possible,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
about  the  1st  of  December  early  local  fruits  come  upon  the  market 
in  considerable  quantities. 


SCHOOL  FOE  HOTEL  EUFLOTEES  AT  HAVBE. 

[Consul  John  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  Sept.  27.] 

The  French  Ministry  of  Commerce,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
municipalities  of  Havre  and  Trouville,  has  made  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  the  practical  education  of  hotel  mana- 
gers and  employees.  This  school  will  be  opened  in  the  near  future 
in  Havre,  where  it  will  be  established  in  one  of  the  better-class  hotels. 
Summer  courses  will  be  given  in  connection  with  the  school  in  a 
hotel  of  the  first  rank  in  Trouville.  The  students,  who  attend  this 
school,  will  be  admitted  as  apprentices  into  the  two  hotels  of  Havre 
and  Trouville  above  referred  to. 

The  course  of  study  will  cover  one,  two,  or  three  years,  according 
to  the  age  and  previous  knowledge  of  the  students.  In  order  to  be 
admitted  to  the  first  year's  course  the  candidate  must  be  at  least 
13  years  of  age  and  possess  a  certificate  of  primary  studies.  Students 
who  come  from  outside  of  Havre  will  be  placed  in  families  or  board- 
ing houses  under  the  direction  of  the  management  of  the  school. 

Students  are  now  being  registered  at  the  Town  Hall  of  Havre  by 
the  Municipal  Bureau  or  Public  Instruction. 


NEW  B07AL  PALACE  TO  BE  EBECTEO  IN  SEVILLE. 

[Consul  Wllbcr  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  Spain.] 

The  K«'vist»  Coraercial  (journal  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Seville)  in  a  recent  number  states  that  the  King  of  Spain  has  under 
consideration  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  royal  palace  at  Seville, 
where  the  Court  may  sojourn  for  several  months  oi  each  year.  The 
new  plans  contemplate  the  building  of  a  larse,  modern  i^alace  in  the 
Huerta  del  Sitiro,  which  adjoins  the  older  Alcaznr  Gardens.  These 
Huertas  (gardens)  have  been  laid  out  in  recent  years  with  flower 
beds  and  ^herwise  grcntly  improved,  and  are  considered  a  suitable 
site  for  a  royal  residence,  as  they  face  on  the  Paseo  de  Catalina  dc 
Rivera  and  the  Prado  de  San  Sebastian. 
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AMEfilCAir  COHSULAK  OFPICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

'  The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
prisdictions.  The  consul's  time  ia  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

AddteM. 

Pike,  Wjllixm  J 

St.  nall.SwItuTland.. 

Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 
Nov.  26 

Nov.  18 

•Department  of  State,  WasMngtoo,  D.  C. 
Do. 

Oraoev.  Wilbur  T 

Tort    Llmon,    Costa 

Rica. 
Cal0U7,  Alberta,  Can- 

31  Bruoe  Avenue,  Yonlctn,  N.  Y. 

Saogertlte,  Ulster  County,  N.  T. 

Chamberlin,  Oeorge  E 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
C/o  District  OIBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Comireree,  Room  408^ 

Customhouse,  New  Ye  k  City. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  or  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  604  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 
KnlckerDocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenliageo,  Denmark 
Hamborf,  Oermany .. 

Winslow,  Edwaid  D 

Iforgan,  Henry  H 

Dec  11 
Dee.    1 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  aty. 

DISTBICT  OPFICE  AIDS  FOEEIGN  TEASE. 

As  a  result  of  business  connections  with  foreign  firms,  secured 
through  the  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  in  St.  Louis,  a  wholesale  dry  goods  house  in  that  city 
writes  that  it  recently  received  an  order  from  South  Africa  amount- 
ing to  $3,000,  another  from  Mexico  amounting  to  $2,000,  and  that 
orders  aggregating  some  $4,000  have  been  received  from  Venezuela 
and  other  South  American  countries. 


Copenhagen's  New  Loan. 


Consul  General  E.  D.  Winslow  reports  under  date  of  September  23 
that  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  entered  the  local  money 
market  for  a  new  loan  of  $8,000,000.  The  interest  rate  was  5  per 
cent  and  the  loan  was  to  be  for  a  period  of  40  years.  The  loan  was 
many  times  oversubscribed. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTEEAir  OF  FOEEIGN  AND  SOHESTIC  COHHESCE. 


DisTKicr  omen. 

KEW  TOBK:  Beam  409,  CattoaikOBse. 

BOSTO.N:   1801  Ctntomkoiur. 

CniCAGn:  604  Federal  Billdlag. 

ST.  I.0CI8:  403  Third  :(itloHl  Baak  Billdlag. 

ATLANTA:  521  Pout  Office  BalldiBR. 

NEW  OBLEAXS:  1030  HllwrBla  Balk  Balldlaf. 

SAX  FBANCISCO:  SO!  Castoaliease. 

SEATTLE  <  848  Hearr  Balldlag. 


COOPBBATITB  OPFICBS. 

GlBTKLAMDt  Chaaber  of  Coaiaeree. 
Ci:<CIX>-ATI:  Ckaalier  of  Ceamrrre. 
ClNCIJiJfATI:  C  X.  O.  *  T.  P.  Bjr.  Co. 
I.OS  AXUEI.ES:  Chaailter  of  Coaiarm. 
PHIIUDEl.PHIA :  Cliaaiber  of  Cnmmm*. 
CHATTANOOeAi  8oa(h  Aaerleaa  Ageit,  Sealh- 

era  Br.  Co. 
POBTUND.  OBG(l.i  Chiaber  of  CoBaerca. 
DATTOX:  flreHer  Dajrtoa  Asseelatlaa. 
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VRQTOSMS  FOR  eOTSBmCENT  SITFPIIE8  AlTD  CONSTfiUCIIOlk. 

{CwvespoBclMiee  (houM  he  direct  with  tha  offlcoa  n*m«d,  aaa  ■pccUcatlons  cnn  uaoally 
b*  obtained  at  the  polnta  where  the  sooda  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  li  lo  be  per- 
formed. IB  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  abort  to  permit  flrma  to  sobmit  tendrrR,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mallinK  lists  of  snch  offlcca  to  receive  notices  calilug  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

MtteriaU  ami  «n«(oM«terv,  No.  8680.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  tbe  Ualted  States  Iteclamatloo  Service,  Waahington,  D.  C,  until 
October  80, 1916,  for  ioapeetion  of  materials  and  machinery  foi-  the  Reclama- 
tion Service  for  a  perlo<l  of  three  years.  Further  Information  may  be 
obtained  at  the  above-Damed  oflAce. 

Coatt-ffuard  atation,  No.  S700. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  reeeivetl  at  tlie  office  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  4,  1916,  for  constructing  a  coast-guard  station  and  acces- 
sories on  the  Siuslaw  River,  Oreg.  Specifications  and  drawings  may  be 
obtained  on  applieation  to  the  Superintendent,  Thirteenth  District,  Coast 
Guard,  San  Francisco,  Oal.,  or  to  tlie  above-named  office. 

P9tt'0fiee  conttructkm.  No.  3701. — Sealed  propoaala  will  be  received  at  the 
Superviaiug  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  Novemt>er  27,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  poet  office  at  East 
Orange,  N.  J.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  tiie  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

FUes,  tools,  etc..  No.  3708. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  he  office  of  the 
Clilef  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  31, 
1916,  for  furnishing  flies,  linives,  pliers,  rules,  scissors,  screw  drivers, 
tweeaers,  taelis,  fuses,  rings,  etc.  Specification  may  be  obtained  from  the 
above-name<l  office.     (Proposal  No.  S71.) 

Steam  iciiidlass.  No.  3703. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  liglitliouse 
inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  October  31,  1910,  for  furiilslilng  and  deliver- 
ing one  steam  windlass  and  two  spring  stoppers  for  Ught  Vessel  99.  Fur- 
titer  informatiuu  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Floor  coHstruclion,  No.  370-t. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  received  at  tbe  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November 
4,  1916,  for  reinforcing,  with  steel  beams,  the  floors  of  the  Hydrographic 
Office  in  tlie  Nuv^.  Annex.  Plans  and  siieciflcations  may  bo  obtained  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Doclcs, 

Po*t-o0cc  oonslruftion.  No.  3705. — Sealed  proposals  will  lie  reeeivetl  at  the 
Suporvlsing  Architect's  Oflioc,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  20,  1916,  for  the  construction,  c<>ini)U'te,  of  the  po.-^t  office 
at  Yoalcum,  Tox.  Drawings  and  spociflcntlons  niuy  be  obtained  fnmi  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Yoakum,  Tex,,  or  at  tlie  nbove-namerl  odieo. 

Building  construction,  No.  3700. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  received  at  (he 
Bureau  of  Yards  awl  Docks,  Navy  Dci)artnient,  Wasliington,  D.  V,.,  until 
November  13,  1916,  for  a  steel-frame  building,  with  corrugated  steel  siding 
and  roofing,  for  the  storage  of  torpedoes,  at  tlie  naval  coal  (U>pot,  Mell- 
vllle,  U.  I.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  eoinniandant  of  tbe  naval  station, 
Nsrragansett  Bay.  Newport,  B.  I. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  3707. — Seale<l  proposals  will  lie  rtH-t'ivcil  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  I).  C, 
until  December  6,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  jtosl  oflice  at 
Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Drawings  and  specifications  imiy  lie  olitaiued  after 
October  25,  1016,  from  the  custwliau  of  the  site  at  Twin  FalUs,  Idalio,  or  at 
tlie  above-named  office. 

SeorKoU  eoiittructiou,  Na  3708. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  i-eceived  at  the  Bu- 
reau of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Wasliington,  D.  C,  vmtll  No- 
vember 4,  1916,  for  a  sea  wall  at  the  naval  torpedo  station,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tiie  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station,  Narragausett 
Bay,  Newport,  R.  I. 
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POBEION  TBADE  OPPOBTinnTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the.Barc«a  and  Its  diatrlct  oSees.  Beqoeit 
for  each  opportuolty  sbould  be  od  n  separate  sheet- nod  atate  opportanltr  nambrr. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratlnics  or  nssume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlns 
of  fori^lgn  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbould  be  talien  In  all  cases. 

Stationery  supplies,  etc..  No.  22721. — ^The  Bureau  la  advised  that  an  export 
house  on  the  Padflc  coast  hns  Inquiries  from  Rua<«la  for  pencils,  peiihirtd- 
ers,  typewriter  ribbons,  writing  paper,  rubber  erasers,  pens,  moist  water 
colors  and  oil  paints,  carbon  paper,  and  pocket  knives,  etc.    lieferences. 

Tin  boxes,  No.  22722. — An  American  consular,  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom 

reiKjrts  that  a  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists  In  his  district  Is  In  the 

market  for  500,000  tin   boxes  for  vaseline,  samples  of  which   may  be 

lnsi)ecte<l  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  80026.) 

■  Reference. 

Rice,  No.  22723. — A  merchant  In  the  West  Indies  aisks  the  Bureau  to  place  him 
In  touch  with  exporters  in  the  United  States  vt  rice. 

Parquet  atul  sandpaper.  No.  22724. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portuf»l 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  parquet  and  saiwl- 
l)nper.  Samples  desired.  Reference.  Correspondence  in  Portuguese, 
French,  or  Spanish. 

Machinery,  No.  2272.5. — A  manufacturing  company  In  the  United  States  writes 
the  Bureau  that  a  firm  In  Ck>lomhIa  la  In  the  market  for  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  of  nails  from  1  to  5  Inches. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  22726. — A  Norwegian  Importer  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  be  place<l  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspond- 
ence In  English.    Reference. 

Paper  and  wearing  apparel,  etc..  No.  22727. — A  business  man  In  Anstrnlla 
writes  the  Bureau  that  he  would  like  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  gloves,  hamlkerchlefs, 
hosiery  and  underwear  for  women  and  children,  and  writing  and  wrapping 
paper. 

Tyubricants  and  greases.  No.  22728. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
reports  that  a  firm  of  commission  agents  in  his  district  desires  to  import 
lubricants  and  greases  from  the  United  States.  Correspondence  in 
English.    References. 

Drugs,  No.  22729. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  In 
Peru  writes  that  Information  and  quotations  on  jirescrlption  druKs  of  all 
kinds  are  desired  by  a  physician  in  that  country.  Correspondence  in 
Spanlsli. 

Elastic  tccb.  No.  22730. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  nn 
export  firm  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  received  Inquiries  from  tlie  Far  lSa.st 
for  elastic  web  use<l  In  suspenders  and  garters.  Communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  that  article  is  desired.    Reference. 

Copra,  etc..  No.  22731. — A  firm  In  Central  America  asks  the  Bureau  to  furnisth  tt 
with  the  names  of  copra  buyers  in  the  United  States.  Quotations  are  al&o 
desired  on  coconuts  and  copra. 

Machinery,  No.  22732. — A  company  In  the  United  States  transmits  the  name  ot 
a  flrui  In  the  Argentine  Itepublic  which  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  manu- 
facturers ot  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical  products  ami 
derivatives. 

Scales,  No.  22733. — ^The  American  repi'csentatlve  of  a  business  house  In  France 
desires  catalogue."^  and  prices  from  manufacturers  of  scales.  A  conii)1ete 
line  of  scales  Is  desii-ed,  from  those  useil  by  apothecaries  and  storekeepers 
to  scal(>s  used  In  mining  and  on  railroads.  Metric  system  of  measurement. 
Reference. 
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PROPOSED  PEOHIBinON  ON  IMPOSTS  IN  BXTSSIA. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  5.] 

The  issuance  of  a  decree  prohibiting  temporarily  the  importation 
of  the  following  articles  is  contemijlated  by  the  Russian  Government, 
the  prohibition  to  become  effective  October  20  (Nov.  2),  1916: 
Fresh  vegetables  and  fruits  (except  lemons) ;  preserved  foods;  mus- 
tard and  sauces,  pickles,  etc.;  tobacco,  cigars  and  cigarettes;  biscuits; 
jams;  confectionery;  canned  fruits  and  berries;  hops;  spirits,  beer, 
wines,  and  liquors;  mineral  waters  (other  than  medicinal  waters); 
cheese;  fish:  feathers  and  down;  patent  leather;  certain  fur  skins; 
leather  gloves  and  small  articles  of  leather,  including  sporting  goods; 
certain  articles  of  wood  and  basket  ware;  precious  stones;  certain 
building  stones ;  certain  kinds  of  pottery  and  glassware ;  toilet  soap ; 
manufactures  of  gold,  silver,  and  platinum;  certain  manufactures 
of  copper  and  alloys  of  copper,  cutlery  articles  with  expensive 
mountings;  binoculars;  musical  instruments;  articles  of  cardboard; 
cotton  velvet  and  plush ;  fabrics  of  silk  and  half  silk ;  certain  felt 
goods;  carpets;  certain  knit  goods  and  trimmings;  tulle;  lace  and 
manufactures  of  lace;  embroideries  and  embroidered  fabrics;  cloth- 
ing and  underwear;  women's  hats;  fur  caps;  umbrellas  and  parasols; 
toys;  expensive  fancy  and  toilet  articles  in  general. 

[Additional  information  concerning  Russian  import  prohlbitioits  will  be  pub- 
lislied  In  CiOMMKBCE  Repobts  as  soon  as  received.] 


INSPECTION  OF  PHILIPPINE  HEMP. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 
a  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
i  dated  October  17,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  September 

I  Philippine  government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  95,236 

I  bales  abaca  and  8,720  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca,  A,  500:  B, 

,•  770;  C,  1,698;  D,  2,9^;  E,  6,285;  "S-l,  1,117;  S-2,  2,281;  S-3.  972 

F,  10,968;  G,  3,492 ;  H,  2,025 ;  1, 10,331 ;  J.  16,099 ;  K.  5,591 :  L.  15.444 
M,  4,941 ;  DL,  5,593 ;  DM,  2,002 ;  strings,  etc.,  2,185.  Alaguev.  1-060 
2-4,770;  3-2,658:  D,  632. 
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BBAZILIAV  COFFEE  tSTUATIOH. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  L.  Uoreaa  GoUscbalk,  file  de  Janeiro,  Sept.  25.] 

From  all  present  appearances  Brazil's  coSee  crop  i<x  this  year 
<  1916-17)  will  not  reach  the  «xpected  figure.  In  1915-16  the  yidd 
was  11,744,500  bags— a  total  e-xceeded  only  in  1906-7,  when  15^^ 
bags  were  produced.  While  for  some  months  it  was  held  that  the 
crop  of  this  year  would  be  a  notable  one  and  would  amount  to  over 
10,000,000  bags,  it  is  now  generally  conceded  that  it  will  not  reach 
the  9,000,000  mark. 

As  late  as  June  favorable  weather  had  prevailed ;  the  coffee  trees 
of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  were  in  fine  condition,  and  everything 
pointed  to  an  unusually  good  flowering  in  August;  but  some  light 
frost  was  felt  in  the  highland  districts  in  July,  and  the  rains  cea^d, 
30  that  the  August  flowering  proved  unusually  weak.  Again  in 
early  September  tliei'e  was  a  slight  frost.  The  planters  in  ih» 
southern  States  of  Brazil  are  c<Hifident,  however,  that  their  improved 
methods  of  culture  are  steadily  increasing  the  average  crop  of  each 
succeeding  year,  although  bad  conditions  may  sometimes  diminish 
the  individual  total  of  one  particular  year. 

Prices  and  Stock*. 

Prices  appear  to  have  been  advancing  ateadily  under  the  favorable 
predictions  that  were  made  some  months  ago.  A  singular  conditiim 
IS  reported  of  prices  abroad  having  advanced  but  not  <m  a  par  with 
the  advances  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  so  tliat  transactions  are  ren- 
dered difficult.  It  is  said  that  many  growers  in  the  south  are  holding 
their  crop  until  the  consumers  will  1^  fwced  to  buy  at  the  planters^ 
price,  and  that  price  may  go  considerably  higher  if  the  droughts 
continue. 

The  stock  in  Santos,  said  to  be  a  little  over  2,000,000  bags,  is  not 
counted  lar^e  for  this  season  of  the  year.    It  is  said  that  25  per  cent 
or  less  of  this  stock  is  what  is  known  as  "  good  roasting  coffee,    which 
is  a  very  unusual  situation. 
Frelfflit  Batei  an  Xanportaat  VtMtwt. 

Coffee  freights  to  the  United  States  stood  in  January  of  this  year 
at  60  cents  plus  5  per  cent  per  bag.  They  gradually  increased  to 
$2.20  plus  5  per  cent,  but  subaequ«ttly  dropp^  to  $1  plus  5  per  cent 
in  June  and  July.  This  was  followed  by  an  upward  movement,  which 
surprised  many  and  which  is  attributed  to  the  shortage  of  the  grain 
crop  in  the  United  States  and  consequent  demand  for  bottoms  on  the 
Argentine  route.  Freights  in  early  September  were  $1.65  to  $1.80 
plus  5  per  cent  per  bag,  and  on  one  ILae  of  steamers  $2. 

The  question  of  ocean  transport  charges  is  one  which  the  Santos 
exporter  looks  upon  with  considerable  dismay.  Space  has  to  be  en- 
gaged sometimes  a  month  or  two  ahead,  with  all  the  attendant  nsks 
of  a  drop  in  the  freight  market  or  a  fluctuation  in  the  coffee  maifcet 
itself.  A  great  many  of  the  smaller  dealers  who  are  afraid  of  mak* 
ing  preengagements  sell  their  coffee  cheap  to  stronger  firms,  in  order 
to  avoid  this  feature  of  the  situation.  All  this  affects  ttte  market 
adversely. 

It  is  noted  in  Santos  that  a  lar^  number  of  the  buyers  in  tJM 
United  States  are  using  dollar  credits  nowadays  in  lieu  of  the  fonner 
sterling. 
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FBOJECTEB  ABOENTINE  MEBCAITTILE  HABINE. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Bobertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Sept.  18.] 

On  September  9  a  project  for  the  creation  of  an  Argentine  mercan- 
tile manne  was  presented  bjr  the  President  of  the  Eepublic  to  Con- 
gress, The  Minister  of  Marine  is  understood  to  have  been  working 
upon  this  subject  for  some  time  past.  As  it  is  one  that  has  given  rise 
to  considerable  newspaper  discussion  here  recently  a  free  translation 
of  the  Argentine  Naval  Eeserve  bill,  as  published  in  to-day's  Times 
of  Argentina,  is  quoted  below : 

For  the  creation  of  a  reserve  mercantile  marine,  formed  by  those  seagoing 
vessels  of  the  national  registration,  of  more  than  4,0b0  tons  displacement,  which 
SU  the  following  requirements : 

(a)  To  be  constructed  In  accordance  with  plans  approved  by  the  Ministry 
ot  Marine.  Those  already  built  will  be  inspected  by  that  Ministr}-  and  brought 
to  the  conditions  demanded  by  that  department. 

(6)  To  be  commanded  by  Argentine-born  captains  and  officers,  graduates  of 
the  naval  school  (retired  or  resigned  from  naval  service),  of  the  oflicers' 
schools,  or  of  similar  foreign  institutions. 

(c)  The  engines  to  be  in  charge  of  a  native  or  naturalized  Argentine  engineer. 

(d)  The  crews  to  be  composed  of  at  least  30  per  cent  born  Argentinians  and 
the  remainder  to  be  naturalized  citizens. 

(e)  To  navigate  between  Argentina  and  foreign  ports  in  general  trading  and 
touching  nt  those  ports  where  parcels  can  be  protitably  picked  up  or  discharged. 

(/)  The  owner  to  sign  a  contract  with  the  Executive  power  wherein  the  rate 
of  hire  be  established  In  case  of  mobilization  or  war,  togetlier  with  the  in- 
surance premium  to  be  paid  while  so  employetl. 

ig)  The  owner  to  sign  a  contract  with  the  Executive  power  whereby  he  is 
obliged  to  carry  "  official  cargo  "  at  50  per  ceht  of  the  ordinary  market  rate  to 
any  port  of  call,  on  condition  that  that  cargo  shall  never  exceed  iiO  j)er  cent  of 
the  vessel's  carrying  capacity. 

(h)  The  owner,  on  soliciting  the  inspection  of  the  vessel,  shall  declare  that 
he  submits  to  all  the  navigation  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Republic  without 
taking  any  foreign  laws  Into  consideration,  even  thougli  he  may  be  a  foreigner. 

(t)  All  owners  llviug  abroad  must  advise  a  legal  address  in  this  country, 
ii>  order  that  all  the  clauses  of  Argentine  law  may  be  carried  o\it  without  re- 
course to  foreign  jurisdiction. 

The  condition  specified  In  clause  (d)  may  be  modifle<l  at  judgment  of  the 
Eiecutlve  power  if  found  inconvenient  or  impossible. 

The  sea-going  vessels  accepting  these  conditions  shall  enjoy  the 
following  privileges,  in  addition  to  those  accorded  to  Argentine 
vessels  by  Law  4079 : 

(o)  Exemption  from  all  lighthouse,  sanitary,  permanency,  mole,  manifest, 
postal  privilege,  roll,  and  other  dues  which  are  applied  only  to  vessels  and  not 
to  cargo,  for  a  period  of  three  years  after  first  Inscription,  after  which  the  dues 
will  be  levied  with  a  50  per  cent  reduction. 

(6)  Exemption  from  the  payment  of  all  Import  duties  on  material  for  the 
steamer's  conservation  and  exploitation. 

(c)  Utilization  of  the  naval  reserve  flag. 

(d)  Priority  over  any  other  vessel  to  tie  up  to  any  mole  in  national  ports; 
In  loading  and  discharging  operations  priority  over  those  vessels,  national  or 
foreign,  which  have  not  postal  privileges. 

(e)  A  payment  of  $5  [$4.82  United  States  currency]  per  month  for  every 
Argentine-bom  sailor  above  the  number  established  In  clause  d  of  the  first 
article. 

(/)  Bemuneration  of  $20  m/n  [$8.40  U.  S.]  for  every  100  miles  navigated. 

The  remainder  of  the  bill  establishes  that  the  contract  between 
owner  and  State  will  be  for  five  years,  the  Ministry  of  Marine  being 
smpowered  to  renew  it  if  desirable.  This  will  not  be  done  if,  through 
*ge  or  accident,  the  vessel  has  become  unsuitable  for  service  during 
^M  time.  The  owner  can  claim  the  rescinding  of  the  contract  by 
P^ng  three  months'  notice,  on  condition  that  the  contract  has  en- 
ured for  two  years. 
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MBTEic  fnrsnx  nr  fekwuv  cafitai. 

[CoanBerdal  Attack^  WHttem  F.  MoBtaToa,  Lims,  Sept.  25.] 

By  ordinance  the  municipal  authorities  of  Lima  hare  undertalun 
to  «nforcG  a  law  which  for  more  than  a  ^neration  has  been  ou  the 
statute  bodis  of  Peru,  making  the  metnc  system  of  weights  and 
ineasureE  the  only  official  one  in  flie  country.  The  ordinance  wont 
into  eff-ect  on  September  1,  1916,  and  in  spite  of  some  opposition  at 
first  seems  to  be  worlcing  smoothly. 

The  law  which  first  made  the  metric  system  official  in  Peru  was 
passed  March  10,  1869,  to  become  effective  July  28,  1869,  and  a 
decree  regulating  the  manner  of  its  enforoemeot  vas  actuaUy  isBued 
oo  April  23  of  tint  mme  year.  In  the  Pai-is  CtnTention  of  1875,  in 
which  Peru  concurred,  the  nations  represented  agreed  to  adopt  as 
official  the  decimal  metric  system.  A  law  passed  in  1891  created  for 
Peru  a  Central  Commission  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  outliued 
its  duties,  among  which  was  to  be  that  of  enforcing  the  adoption 
of  the  metric  system  in  all  commercial  houses.  These  and  oidier 
measures  adopted  from  time  to  time  hare  resulted  in  what  El 
Comercio  speaks  of  as  a  "  lame  metric  system  in  Peru  " ;  that  is,  the 
system  in  vogue  up  to  September  1,  idl6,  was  a  mixture  of  the 
metric  and  several  other  systems,  the  metric  ^stem  having  been 
adopted  generally  in  the  wholesale  business.  Meat  was  wholesaled 
at  the  public  slaugliterhouses  by  kilos  and  was  retailed  in  the  public 
markets  by  pounds.  This  is  ooly  one  example  of  the  incongruities 
that  existed. 

The  pi-esident  of  the  Lima  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  a  communi- 
cation dated  September  4  and  addressed  to  the  national  Govern- 
ment, petitions  the  authorities  to  suspend  the  ordinance  with  regard 
to  certain  commodities.  The  communication  asserts  that  the  metric 
system  can  not  be  easily  made  to  apply  to  such  articles  as  hides, 
leathers,  pijies,  hardware,  machinery,  and  lumber.  The  matter  is  at 
present  pending  in  committee  in  the  legislature,  and  it  is  pr(^>able 
that  the  inea^ire  will  be  modified  to  accommodate  the  class  of  com- 
modities listed.  The  daily  press  is,  liowever,  unanimous  in  its  advo- 
cacy of  the  new  law.  American  manufacturers  desiring  to  eater 
this  market  should  therefoi^  conform  in  every  manner  practicable 
with  the  i-equirement£  of  the  ordinance,  adopting  the  metric  system 
wherever  possible. 

BOaOTA  PLANS  STBEET  DIFSOVEHEHIS. 

[Vice  Consul  Claude  E.  Guyaat,  BarrasquilUt,  Coloaibla,  Sept.  S6.1 

It  is  reported' that  tiie  municipality  of  Bogota  is  studying  a  project 
of  street  sanitation  which  involves  the  expenditure  of  about  ^,500, 
United  States  curraicy,  for  the  purchase  of  garbage  carts.  The 
municipal  government  is  interesting  itself  also  in  leasing  a  small 
asphalt  plant,  planninjg  to  use  the  product  foi-  the  paving  of  those 
streets  the  readents  of  which  will  defray  50  per  cent  of  me  coat  of 
such  work  in  front  of  their  respective  holdings. 

Correspondence  regarding  garbage  carts  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Adminislrador  de  Aseo  Publico,  Bogota,  Colombia,  while  com- 
munications concerning  street-paving  machinery  and  implements 
should  be  sent  to  the  Ingeniero  Municipal.  Both  officials  mould  be 
addressed  in  Spanish. 
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EITCHEHES  SCHOLAESHIFS  FOB  COMMERCIAL  TBAINING. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Sept.  29.1 

The  Belfast  News-Letter  publislies  a  communication  dated  Septem- 
ber 25,  1916,  from  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  stating  that  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Lord  Kitchener  National  Memorial  Fund  has  lesolved  to 
found  a  nimiber  of  scholarsliips  which  will  enal)le  yoiintr  Britons 
destined  for  a  commercial  career  to  travel,  study,  ant]  f>iiiii  hiisiness 
experience. 

The  scholarships  will  be  continued  from  year  to  year  for  all  time, 
and  will  be  of  the  annual  value  of  about  iloO  ($730)  each.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  after  the  war  there  will  inevitably  be  a  great  increase 
of  British  trade,  and  many  firms  in  the  large  industrial  centers  will 
find  themselves  in  need  of  clerks,  travelers,  and  technical  experts 
familiar  with  the  languages  and  the  business  methods  of  these  coun- 
tries. This  need  the  schohirship  project  will  help  to  meet.  In  de- 
veloping it  the  coimcil  has  been  advised  by  business  men  and  educa- 
tional experts,  so  that  the  plan  may  be  carried  through  with  the 
highest  degree  of  eflBciency. 

MEAT  EXPOBTS  FBOM  BRAZIL. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.   M.  Uottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro.] 

Xhe  export  of  meat  from  Brazil  increased  in  value  from  $450,463 
foi-  the  first  eight  months  of  1915  to  $3,905,562  for  the  corresponding 

Eeriod  in  1916.  This  export  trade  only  began  in  November,  1914, 
Ut  is  generally  regarded  as  being  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  future 
wealth  of  Brazil.  The  amounts  in  kilos  (kilo=2.2  pounds),  with 
f.  0.  b.  value,  shipped  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1915  and  1916, 
with  the  countries  of  destination,  follow : 


Destination. 

It 
Quantities. 

13 

1916 

Values. 
148,625 

Quantitie;. 

Values. 

t'nittd  Statas 

Kilos. 

285,163 

48,620 

2,160.729 

151.032 

Kilot. 

2.167  .Wl 

(474, 460 

rnBoe 

7.538      4.373,226 
375,247      4,061.090 
25,053  1    8.892.103 

841,104 

OtMt  Britain 

811,488 

IWr _ ._. 

1,778,420 

Total 

2,645,591 

456,463  i  19,693,723 

3,905,562 

BTTTTEB  SITXTATION  IN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittatn,  Sydney,  New  Soutli  Walfu,  .\ustralia,  Sept.  !>.] 

There  is  a  present  demand  in  Sydney  and  throughout  New  South 
Wales  for  butter.  Victoria  has  ample  supplies,  but  as  it  sells  on 
the  markets  there  at  $36.50  per  hundredweight  (of  112  pounds)  it 
can  not  be  exported  to  New  South  Wales,  as  the  price  is  fixed  here  by 
law  at  $35.04  per  hundredweight.  There  appears  to  be  a  demand 
in  Queensland  also,  but  there  the  price  is  the  same  as  in  Victoria. 

As  the  demand  is  not  general  throughout  Au.stralia,  the  pos- 
sibility of  butter  being  again  imported  from  the  United  States  is 
iiot  yet  seriously  considered.  There  were  many  criticisms  con- 
cerning the  American  butter  imported  during  1915  and  the  b.rand- 
i»g  quality  of  the  timber  used  in  making  the  boxes  in  which  it  was 
packed. 
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ECUADORIAN  EX6HT-H0UK  LAW. 

[Vice  Consul  James  H.  Both.  GluyMuil,  Sept.  20.] 

Ecuador's  new  eight-hour  law,  the  text  of  which  appeared  in  the 
Registro  Oficial  of  September  12,  provides : 

AnT.  1.  Every  laborer,  workraon,  clerk  lu  store,  oflloe,  or  indnstrlal  estnbUsh- 
tnent,  and,  in  general,  every  employee  of  auy  kind  shall  not  be  forced  to  work 
more  tban  eight  hours  dally,  six  days  n  week,  and  is  exeapt  from  w«rfc  on 
Sundays  and  legal  holidays. 

Abt.  2.  No  employer  can  evade  the  accomplisbmeut  of  that  decreed  In  Art.  1 
by  any  contract  or  stipulation  with  the  employee  or  laborer. 

AxT.  3.  If  the  laborer,  workman,  clerk,  etc.,  be  requested  to  work  longer  tban 
eight  hours,  as  stated  in  Art.  1,  be  shall  be  paid  25  par  cent  overtime  tor  Qte 
extra  work  done  during  the  day,  50  per  cent  overtime  from  6  in  the  evening  to 
midnight,  and  100  per  cent  after  that  liour.  This  percentage  shall  be  computed 
on  the  wage  corresponding  to  an  hour's  work  daring  the  day,  and  shall  be  paM 
ou  that  basis  for  each  additional  hour. 

Art.  4.  The  laborer  who,  because  of  his  employment,  has  to  work  in  shifts 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  i>c>rcentage  of  overtime  according  to  the  hours  of 
work  as  stated  in  Art.  3,  but  he  shall  be  entitled  to  claim  payment  for  working 
more  than  eight  hours  according  to  the  percentage  of  overtime  as  fits  the  case. 

Art.  5.  The  employer  and  the  employee  or  day  laborer  shall  give  each  otbei- 
;{0  days'  notice  before  making  any  cliange.  The  party  neglecting  to  do  this  may- 
be sued  and  is  .subjected  to  the  payment  of  Iosh  and  damai^. 

Art.  6.  Police  judges  and  parochial  constables  of  the  Republic  are  althoriiwtl 
to  judge  all  such  actions,  which  shall  be  done  without  delay  and  sununnrily  ; 
uotliing  else  being  requirwl  for  bringing  action  than  the  registering  of  the  com- 
plaint. , 

chueah  hitrate  statistics  for  auoihst. 

[Consul  Tbomas  W.  Voottor,  .\ntofagasta,  Sopt.   16.] 

The  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  at  all  the  Chilean  oficiuas  during 
August,  1916,  was  5,390,981  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  pounds  each. 
The  exportation  from  all  ports  during  the  same  period  was  4,338,013 
quintals.  There  was  a  slight  increase  (84,205  quintals)  in  production 
over  the  preceding  month,  but  a  considerable  decline  (1,336,075 
quintals)  in  exports. 

This  falling  off  in  shipments  may  be  attributed  largely  to  & 
.storm  that  prevailed  along  the  coast  and  delayed  loading  opera- 
tions. A  violent  wind  at  Mejillones  destroyed  or  beached  a  large 
number  of  lighters  at  that  usually  (juiet  jiort,  thus  crippling  the 
loading  facilities  there  until  lighters  to  replace  those  destroyed 
were  brought  from  otiier  ports.  During  the  latter  part  of  August 
and  the  first  part  of  September  there  were  an  unusual  niunber  of 
vessels  in  the  nitrate  ports  awaiting  cargo. 

Cliile's  August  production  and  exportation  of  nitrate  in  the  last 
five  years  have  been : 


Auuust 


1912.. 
1913.. 
1914.. 

mi. 

1916.. 


Prodao- 

tioa. 


4,870,821 
fi.3ai.IK 
i,«3».«S7 
S,M3,«>B 
&,8M.9S1 


Export 


4,tU,3a 

4,3ae.tM 

1,30,189 

4,ni,uo 


Prices  Advance — Factors  that  Increase  Cost  of  7rodactioii. 

The  clianges  in  price  of  nitnitc  <  n  tlic  coas^t  have  not  been  gi-eat, 
but  the  market  has  been  rather  lirm.     Nitrate  is  not  pressed  for  aiU 
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and  the  demand  has  not  been  insistent.  Prices  at  Valparaiso  have 
shown  an  advance  of  about  4d.  ($0.08)  per  quintal  for  ordinary 
nitrate  and  about  2d.  ($0.04)  for  the  refined  for  early  delivery.  At 
the  close  of  the  month  quotations  for  ordinary  or  95  per  cent  nitrate 
were  about  7s.  lOd.  ($1.91 )  per  quintal  alongside  for  deliveries  up  to 
the  end  of  1916.  Befined  or  96  per  cent — 1  per  cent  nitrate  was  held 
at  about  8s.  2d.  ($1.99)  for  deliveries  in  this  year,  while  8s.  ($1.95) 
is  asked  for  next-year  deliveries. 

Factors  that  tend  to  increase  prices  are  the  posibilities  of  reduc- 
tion in  production,  owing  to  the  closing  of  some  oficinas,  and  a  re- 
duction in  fuel-oil  supply  to  those  oficinas  that  use  oil  instead  of 
coal,  the  oil  companies  having  given  notice  that  for  the  immediate 
future  they  can  supply  only  about  80  per  cent  of  the  amount  formerly 
delivered.  The  wages  of  men  employed  in  the  oficinas  as  well  as 
many  other  expenses  incurred  in  producing  and  shipping  nitrate  are 
paid  in  Chilean  paper  currency,  which  fluctuates  in  value.  The  value 
of  the  paper  peso  has  been  rising  for  several  months — being  at 
present  about  lOd.  (20.3  cents),  or  more  than  30  per  cent  above  its 
value  a  little  over  a  year  ago — and  this  rise  increases  the  cost  of 
production. 

WIEE  DRAG  BETEALS  ANOTHEB  PINNACLE  BOCE. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  reports  the 
discovery  of  another  case  of  what  might  be  called  dramatic  dangers 
in  Alaskan  waters,  by  use  of  Avire-drag  apparatus. 

In  Seumour  Canal,  not  far  distant  from  the  main  passage  used  by 
vessels  going  from  Wrangell  to  Juneau,  and  in  waters  constantly 
used  by  deep-draft  vessels  going  to  salmon  canneries  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood,  a  pinnacle  rock  has  been  found,  bare  at  low 
water,  in  a  spot  surrounded  by  three  soundings  which  were  respec- 
tivel}',  48, 44,  and  54  fathoms.  In  other  words,  where  existing  records 
show  288  feet  of  water,  a  rock  spine  is  found  of  just  that  height,  so 
small  that  the  lead  line  failed  to  discover  it,  and  only  the  wire  drag 
made  its  presence  known. 

This  is  another  of  the  cases  of  the  pinnacle  rocks  from  which 
numeroys  wrecks  have  occurred  in  the  past  and  which  only  the 
present  methods  of  survey  are  finding. 


INSUBANCE  FBEHnrUS  PAH)  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Burst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  10.] 

The  premiums  collected  during  1915  by  domestic  and  foreign  in- 
surance companies  operating  in  Spain  amounted  to  $13,783,067,  an 
increase,  compared  with  the  year  previous,  of  $562,517.  Premiums  on 
straight  life  insurance  amounted  to  $4,532,000,  against  $4,498,000  dur- 
ing 1914;  premiums  on  fire-insurance  policies  to  $3,777,787,  against 
$3,673,180;  and  premiums  on  tontine  policies  to  $1,830,371,  against 
$1,702,150. 

Of  the  total  amount  of  premiums  collected  over  $8,000,000  went  to 
Spanish  companies,  and  the  remaining  $5,000,000  to  foreign  com- 
panies. Of  the  premiums  on  life-insurance  policies  about  two-thirds 
were  collected  by  foreign  companies,  but  in  all  other  classes  of  in- 
surance Spanish  companies  predominated. 
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(Consul' (■ADeral  Alfred' L.  HDieau  QoHsobalk,  Rto  de- Jftnelro.] 

The  new  civil  code  of  Btazil  was  adopted'  by  decree  No.  307t  pufc- 
lished  in  fche  ©fficial  Gazette  of  January  3^  t91"6..  It  is  to  gp  into 
effect  on  January  1,  1917.  There  aire  numeroue-  proviisions.  in  ttfi 
new  code  that  will  affect  certain  clhsses  of  American  busines. 
Among  the  principal  ones  are  the  following: 

The  new  code  definitely  guarantees  the  j^noper^j*  rights  of  the 
authors,  artists,  or  in%'entors  of  books  and'  artistic  works  or  scien.- 
tific  inventions.  The  very  liberal  term  of  80  yeacs  is  accorded  thejn 
and  their-  heirs  for  the  enjoyment  of  thes&  rights,  after  which  ths 
scientific  or  artistic  invention  or  work  fMls  to  the  public  d'oouun 
and  becomes  common  propertj'.  Provision  is  al.so  made  for  the  BCQ- 
hibition  of  the  publication,  without  express  permission,  of  letters 
and  other  comniuniciitions  not  originally  intended  to  be  published. 
Water  wfi  Tiffining  ftle^htA. 

The  present  mining  law  ofi  Bi-azil  av4I»  iwjioirtMMl,  with  an  ex- 
haustive analysis  of  its  text,  by  the  Kiu  de  Jiuiou-o  consulate  general 
under  date  of  April  15,  1915.  (This  report  will  be  loaned- tx>  those 
interested  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic;  (\mimerce,  Wash- 
ington, Bfifer  to  file  No.  60;i8C.  |  This  mining  law,  according  to 
some  of  the  best  Brazilian  authorities,  was  intfudpd  merely  as  a  step 
toward  future  legislation,  one  of  its  main  purjiosos  having  be«n 
apparently  to  circumscribe  the  rights  of  large  landowners  and  abr 
sentee  landlords  and'  to  amplify-  and  enlurgo  lite  rights  of  the  small 
individual  prospector  and  diwoverer  of  mines. 

The  new  code  goes  a  stej)  ftirther.  It  establishes  clearly  tlie  right 
of  every  landowner  not  only  to  his  land,  but  to  the  subsoil  beneatil 
it  and  to  the  air  spaces  above.  Hitherto  ti\e' intent,  if  not  the  actual 
letter,  of  the  law-^1)ased  upon  an  ancient  RuiH)j>ean  colonial  model 
and  the  provisions  of  tiie  PhiJippian  Codfc  of  Pbrtugal — had  been 
that  the  undiscownvd  i-esoiirces  of  the  subsoil'  belonged'  rathei'  to 
tlie  community  tban  to  die  individual  owner  of  the  fund  above  them. 
This  may  have  a  far-reaching  effect  upon  mining  legislation  in  tile 
future. 

As  regards  water  rights,  tiie  new  code  speciflcaUy  ordains ■tllat  the 
right  to  draw  water  from  the  subsoil  of  one's  property'  rests  with 
the  owner  of  the  land,  provided,  however,  that  by  exploiting  this 
right  he  does.not  injuiaouslv  diniinisli  tl»e  water  suppll^  of  his  neigh- 
bors. He  may  not,  thorefoix?,.  boi>e  a  well  de^ftv  tlutai  his  neighbors 
with,  relation  to  the  general  iev.el  of  tlie  s«,bteri«iuieajv  stceaw  <»«■  de- 
posit. 

Bnral  BMiad&rieB.-JI»mioil»  and-  Htnn«stead  ftigiitK 

The  nuutter  of  boundaries  is  given  extreme  care  by  tile  codifier. 
Minute  prescriptions  of  aJl  sorts — all'  of  them  useful^ — at»  maife.; 
such,  for  instance,  as  that  tile  ft-uifc  falling  from  a  landowuxap'^  te«e 
upon  ground  belonging  to  his  neighbor  becomes  that  neighbor's  m»P' 
erty,  or  that  the  tree  wBicll  marks  a  boundwy  shall  be  the  proper^  is 
common  of  the  two  landowners  whose  holdings  mapchi  with  eadl 

Nor  is  the  question  of  rights_  of  way  and  dioroug^jBtire  neg^ectest  • 
The  owner  of  the  ground  that  is  shut  off  ft*om  a  public  highTray  or 
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from  "water  by  1»»  n«^t>or^s  prepwty  may  summons  that  neighbor 
ta  wwrid»  km  wiA  thoroughfate. 

ii  j&  cBtaMisbad  t^  th»  bl»w  eode  tbftt  m&  man  any  by  legal  process 
W  4i^tiwd  *i  «t  mst,  oae  p««e«  of  reid  estate  wliicfl.  is<  regarded  aad 
beid  sabred  a^  tb»  hoiHwstead  or  ks4  a^lum  ei  his  fajudly  in  tim«  of 
stNsa.  1)»  laiv  in  tlus  eas»  pcot«ete  ael  ea^  th«  owner,  but  his 
wife  aad  ev«flk  his  usbern  ekiMren. 

Certain  very  osefol  pi>ovisi«B»— hkherto  B«t  incorporated  in  the 
Bcaxmau  Cogie— are  kmo  eoioceriuii^  the  actual  "domicile"  of  a 
Marsook  ekanJsg  iaa»g  v«6idafie«i>  Wule  the  law  eet^lishes  that  the 
dsBueiW  is  the  flace  whi»re  tlM  pMson  has  taJteu  up  his  residence 
mimet  itmneitM  ("wklfc  t]»e  ii^ntioft  of  reuakaiag"),  it  also  pr«- 
videe  that  the  kiw  vims  for  ite  own  purposes  eoosider  any  one  of  he 
habikwal  resdeBces  to  be  his  dcHaaiciJw  «h«ft  he  claims  that  be  iiimseif 
ea&  aot  establish  oae^ 

IBaniage,  Divore*,  as«t  Bi^lite  vl  Wbmen. 

The  illegality  of  marriage  withia  certain  close  tlegrees  of  cofa- 
sangiiinity  and  their  eooseciueut  pr^Jbibition  aire  indicated  in  teroeus 
that  iihow  the  legishitors  to  have  been  actuated  by  a  knowledge  of 
the  best  oif  uiodern  ethnologic  and  eugenic  authorities. 

The  1,i>ip  of  cleavage  is  clearly  established  between  divorce  and 
legal  se^axatioa — something  which  had  until  now  beea  lacking  in 
the  e^ustiag  law  La  the  coujotry. 

A  married  maa  is  prohibked  from  giving  in  bond  or  otherwise 
alienating,  without  the  express  consent  of  his  wife,  property  which 
they  hold  in  common  or  which  is  necessary  for  the  suosistence  of 
the  family. 

A  niauT  may  mot  stojr  his  wife's  credit  at  shops  where  she  put- 
chases  articles  necessary  in  the  actual  conduct  of  her  household ;  nor 
may  he  prohibit  either  ner  or  the  vender  from  deaKng  upon  a  credit 
basis  in  articles  which  are  the  necessities  of  family  life.  Fiy:ther, 
aoy  woman  exercising  a  remunerative  profession  or  working  in  a 
salaried  positiOB:  may  dispose  freely  of  what  she  earns  without  her 
husband's  having  a  right  to  the  moneys  she  thus  receives. 


SWISl  OLTQSZS  (Ur  CfHCDIIKSES  WJX.  6JB19  CBOCQIAIIL 

[€«Mndl  WaUea  H.  Scbuh^  Bmaw,  »•««.  3ft] 

TttB  important  proportions  assumed  by  some  of  Switzerland's 
export  industnes  smee  the  war  is  showa  by  recent  figures. 

Tlto99  of  tfas  coB^etitsetl  milfc  and  chocolate  exporters  appear  of 
special  ratecest.  TTie  chocolate  exports  rose  50  per  cent  in  1915,  as 
shown  by  the  fisBowing-  futures : 


ArtMas. 

IMS 

19H 

ms 

ailiMMiTwiilfc   ...        .......                           

tS,Se8,68ll 
11,227,003 

10,679,462 

l9,(H7,8tO 

13,913,02 

These  interests  represent  approximately  $50,000,000  of  capital  and, 
tog^er  with  the  silk  and  watch  trade,  rank  among  the  most  inat- 
|qgctent  IB  the  country. 
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ABGEirriNi:  mabket  fob  wall  papeb. 

(WVckl.v  KiiMetin.  CaDadian  I>epartDirDt  of  Trade  and  Coaunerce,  Ottawa,  Oct.  ».) 

The  oonsiiinption  of  wall  paper  in  Argentina  has  been  steadily 
increasing  for  many  yeai*s  and  is  likely  to  augment  in  the  future. 
Cheap  and  )nedium-priced  jjapers  have  come  from  Germany  and 
Eiifiland  and  the  better  qualities  from  France.  The  superiority  of 
French  wall  palmer  consists  in  the  quality  of  the  paper  rather  than 
in  the  printing.  German.  English,  Swedish,  and  Italian  wall 
papers  seem  to  contain  too  much  wood  pulp,  whereas  the  French 
faliric  probably  contains  a  higher  percentage  of  rag  and  straw  fiber 
and  is  much  stronger.  Papers  containing  too  much  wood  pulp 
absorb  moisture  from  the  paste  when  being  laid,  and  the  colors  fade 
more  quickly  in  the  parts  that  have  absorbed  the  most  moisture:  the 
blotchy  effect  may  become  noticeable  within  six  months.  French 
paper  is  also  lighter  in  weight  than  the  others,  for  which  reason  it 
occasionally  happens  that  while  the  paper  is  apparently  higher 
priced,  the  smaller  amount  of  duty  payaole  on  it  may  counterbalance 
the  difference  in  price.  Swedish  and  Italian  papers  are  mostly 
imitations  of  P^nglish  styles  and  have  had  little  sale. 

So  far  as  is  known,  and  in  this  regard  statistics  are  not  available, 
little,  if  any.  North  American  wall  paper  was  brought  into  the 
counti'j-  in  competition  with  English,  French,  and  German.  One 
factor Vhich  has  weighed  against  North  American  salesmen  in  their 
attempts  to  sell  wall  paper  was  the  fact  that  their  manufacturers 
were  not  able  to  put  themselves  into  line  with  their  competitors  in 
the  matter  oi  lengths  and  widths, 
len^hs  and  Widths. 

In  the  old-fashioned  houses  in  Buenos  Aires  the  rooms  are  very 
lofty,  4  meters  (13  feet)  being  the  usual  height.  To  meet  this  condi- 
tion the  rolls  have  always  been  brought  in  m  8-meter  lengths.  It  is 
easy  to  imagine  the  inconvenience  and  loss  that  would  be  caused  to 
a  paper  hanger  who  would  commence  to  paper  a  4-meter  wall  with 
8-yard  rolls.  It  would  mean  that  he  woulcf  either  have  to  throw  away 
three-fourths  of  the  paper  or  make  a  joining  in  each  alternate  strip. 

The  question  of  widths  is,  of  course,  not  so  important.  In  the 
past  rolls  had  necessarily  to  be  8  meters  by  0.5  meter  (26  by  1.6 
feet),  because  importers  insisted  on  this  point,  but  some  English 
houses  used  to  sell  a  roll  slightly  exceeding  these  measurements,  i.  e., 
8.50  meters  by  0.55  meter  (28  by  1.8  feet) .  Conditions  have  changed 
largely,  hoAvever,  during  the  last  two  years.  A  large  number  of 
modern  buildings  containing  flats  and  offices  have  been  built,  and  the 
height  of  the  walls  in  these  buildings  varies  considerably,  but  is 
almost  always  less  than  4  meters.  For  modem  buildings,  therefore, 
an  8-yard,  or  better  still,  a  16-yard  length  is  acceptable. 

Importers  to-day,  now  that  the  French  and  German  supplies 
have  been  almost  entirely  cut  off,  can  not  afford  to  be  so  exactmg  as 
they  were  previously.  If  the  prices  and  designs  suit  them,  they  will 
not  insist  so  much  on  the  matter  of  lengths  as  they  would  formerly 
have  done, 
styles  In  Demand. 

There  is  a  demand  in  Argentina  for  the  very  cheapest  and  also  for 
the  most  cx])ensive  kinds  of  wall  paper  obtainable.  The  average 
Argentinian  is  possessed  of  good  taste,  and  the  wealthier  classes  do  not 
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hesitate  to  pay  very  high  prices  for  elaborate  designs.  Embossed, 
silvered,  Aoi  gilded  papers  aod  moldings,  which,  in  addition  to  a 
heavy  first  cost,  entau  the  payment  of  a  more  than  proportionately 
heavy  duty,  are  used  for  dining  rooms.  The  cheaper  kmds  of  wall 
papei',  such  as  have  been  coming  from  Germany,  have  nothing  charac- 
tenatic  in  their  designs,  being  more  or  less  similar  to  those  used 
elsewhere. 

A  style  of  medium  piiced  paper  recently  much  in  evidence  but  now 
going  out  of  fashion  is  Mte  that  imitates  tapestry.  Another  style 
that  is  being  di^layed  largely  just  now  is  a  single-colored  paper,  the 
design  of  which  seems  to  aim  at  imitating  the  graining  of  Morocco 
leather.  Oatmeal  papers  have  not  had  much  sale  so  far,  but  it  is  said 
that  certain  quantities  of  them  are  being  purchased  in'North  America 
for  next  winter  season.  Bedroom  papers  are  usually  on  white  back- 
grounds, lined  and  flowered.  In  general  it  may  be  said  that  styles 
change  about  every  two  years. 
Terms  and  Prices — Packing. 

Nearly  all  business  in  wall  paper  is  done  on  a  basis  of  the  delivery 
of  documents  against  the  acceptance  of  a  90  or  120  days'  sight  draft. 
Some  manufacturers  offer  a  discount  for  cash  against  documents  and 
a  further  discount  for  letter  of  credit  terms ;  out  importers  rarely 
if  ever  take  advantage  of  these  discounts.  Prices  are  quoted  by  aJl 
manufacturers  in  francs,  shillings,  or  dollars  gold  per  roll,  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment,  insurance  to  he  paid  for  account  of  purchaser; 
packing  for  account  of  pui'chaser  also.  This  latter  item,  however,  is 
frequently  not  charged  up,  especially  when  the  order  happens  to  be  a 
large  one.    TTiere  is  no  fixed  rule  about  this,  however. 

A  bale  of  wall  paper  consists  of  300  to  400  rolls.  The  finer  qualities 
come  packed  in  wooden  cases,  but  medium  and  cheaper  quaUties  are 
packed  in  burlap.  The  purchaser  as  a  rule  prefers  the  la^-uamed 
method  of  packing,  because  the  customs  duties  are  levied  on  the  gross 
weight  of  the  package. 

HOETICUITTIBE  ADVANCING  IN  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Consnl  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amstfrdam,  Sept.  2ai 

Horticulture  has  made  notable  progress  in  the  Amsterdam  dis- 
trict during  recent  years.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  northern 
Provinces.  Ten  years  ago,  in  Groningen,  only  here  and  there  could 
a  hothouse  be  seen,  but  now  in  practically  every  village  of  that 
Province  one  may  see  fruit  and  vegetables  growing  under  glass. 
This  has  particular  importance  because  certain  varieties  which  are 
grown  in  the  open  in  the  southern  Provinces  will  not  mature  in  the 
northern  excepting  under  warm  shelter. 

The  development  of  large  nurseries  is  also  an  innovation  in  some 
parts  of  Groningen  and  Friesland,  and  they  are  constantly  increas- 
ing in  number. 

A  great  stimulus  to  horticulture  has  been  the  increased  price  of 
garden  products  since  the  war  began.  Tender  vegetables,  Hire  tcmia- 
toes,  beans,  and  cucumbers,  which  can  not  be  gi'own  successfully  in 
the  north  except  under  glass,  are  now  sold  there  at  prices  higher  by 
100  to  300  per  cent  than  beiore  the  war.  Cabbages  arid  other  out- 
door v^etables  sell  at  similarly  advanced  prices.  Fruits  have  in- 
creased m  price — not  in  so  great  a  degree  as  vegetables,  but  suffi- 
ciently to  stimulate  production. 
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VOLUME  COHHEHORATES  COAST  SXTBTEY  CEITTENHIAL. 

An  illustrated  publication  of  196  pages,  octavo,  presenting  mate- 
rial which  relates  to  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survej',  has  been 
issued  b}'  the  Department  of  Commerce.  The  book  contains  the 
addresses  delivered  on  that  occasion,  covering  various  phases  of  the 
historj'  and  activities  of  the  survey  from  its  mception  to  the  present 
time,  and  there  is  added  a  brief  note  on  the  origin  of  the  surrey 
with  copies  of  various  documents  of  historic  interest. 

The  illustrations  include  portraits  of  all  the  superintendents  of 
the  survey;  views  of  some  of  the  surveying  vessels,  beginning  with 
the  schooner  Experiment,  the  first  vessel  used  in  the  survey,  and 
ending  appropriately  with  the  recently  purchased  steamer  Isis  and 
the  launching  of  the  steamer  Surveyor,  the  latest  addition  to  the 
surveying  fleet ;  also  many  cuts  of  instruments,  apparatus,  and  other 
objects  of  interest. 

Three  Public  Sessions  Followed  by  Banquet. 

The  celebration  of  the  centennial  included  three  public  sessions  at 
the  New  National  Museum,  following  which  a  banquet  was  given 
in  the  New  Willard  Hotel,  at  which  the  invited  speakers  were  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Minister  of  Switzerland,  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Navy  and  of  Commerce,  and  Dr.  T.  C.  Menden- 
hall,  one  of  the  former  superintendents  of  the  survey.  An  exhibi- 
tion was  held  also  in  the  New  National  Museum  illustrative  of  the 
history  and  progress,  the  methods,  instriunents,  and  publications  of 
the  survey.  Of  these  a  brief  mention  is  made  in  the  present  publi- 
cation. 

This  volvune,  entitled  "  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  1916,"  may  be  obtained  without 
charge  by  applying  to  the  Division  of  Publications,  Department  of 
Commerce. 

AUEBICAN  COHSULAK  OPFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venae. 

Address. 

Pike,  WUHam  J 

St.  Oall.Swltierland.. 
Seville,  Spain 

Nov.    1 
Oct.   30 
Nov.  25 

Nov.  IS 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

GrAcsv  Wilbur  T 

Donalason,  Chester 

Port    Limon,    Costa 
Rica. 

Caleary,  Alberts,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

31  Bruco  Avenue  Vouker^  N  V 

Saugcrtios,  lister  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  Offlce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  DomcsUc  Commoree,  Room  *», 
Customliouso,  New  York  City. 

C/o  District  OfDcc,  Bui«au  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  SO*  Federal 
Building.  Chicago,  111. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel.  Forty^econd 
Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  Citr. 

Cbamberlin,  George  E 

Winslow,  Edward  p 

.Nior.-an,  llonry  H 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 
Hamburg,  Ce-n.mv  ., 

Deo.    11 
De-      1 
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oEBMAir  ntoBtrcnoir  ot  on  trok  tstm  stoites. 

[Consul  General  Leo  Bergholz,  Dresden,  Saxony,  Sept.  19.] 

To  increase  the  supply  of  oil  and  fat,  poppy  and  sunflower  seeds 
have  been  even  more  widely  sown  this  year  than  last.  In  1915  about 
662,250  pounds  of  oil  were  obtained  from  sunflower  seeds,  and  this 
y«ir  i>roinises  a  rich  crop  of  poppy  seed.  Attention  has  also  been 
drawn  to  the  high  percentage  of  oil  contained  in  cherry  and  plum 
stones,  which  are  usually  thrown  away.  According  to  the  statistics 
of  1900  there  were  22,000,000  cherry  and  70,000,000  plum  trees  in 
Germany.  Large  quantities  of  fruit  stones  were  collected  by  school 
children  last  year,  but  great  quantities  were  thrown  away  or  de- 
stroyed, owing  to  the  difficulty  of  extracting  the  oil  from  them. 

The  chief  obstacle  lay  in  the  fact  of  their  being  no  really  prac- 
tical method  known  by  which  the  hard  outer  shell  and  the  kernel 
containing  tiie  oil  ccnld  be  separated.  The  fii-m  of  M.  Martin  in 
Bitterfeldhas  succeeded  in  constructing  a  machine  which  solves  this 
difiiculty.  The  firm  Knipp  Grusonwcrk  has  also  experimented  suc- 
cessfully in  grinding  the  stones  between  millstones,  but  after  the 
outer  sfiell  has  been  cracked  open  it  still  remains  carefully  to  sep- 
arate the  kernels  from  the  cnished  stones,  and  for  this  pi-ocess  no 
satisfactory  machine  has  as  yet  been  invented.  Tlie  problem  of  sep- 
arating stones  and  kernels  has  been  solved  by  Dr.  Alpers,  who  has 
discovered  a  chemical  process,  which  is  also  to  be  recommended  on 
account  of  the  attendant  small  outlay. 


BUSSIAir  EXFOfiT  FIOTTBES. 

(Compiled  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Coram«rce  from  Russian  official  statistiet. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  certain  articles  exported 
from  European  Russia  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916, 
together  with  the  principal  ports  of  shipment : 


Articies. 


Jan.  1-Jono  Jan.  I-June 
a»,lMB.         30,1910. 


Beams  and  pl.ink.i . .  tons. 

From  Archaut^ol , 

Cigars  and  cigarettes, 

nnmher 

From   Fetrograd  by 
nil    to    Finland, 

number 

Bgp number. 

From  Archanfel  .do. 


3S,  929,000 
10,804.000 
10, 141,000 


Articles. 


Eggs — Continued. 

From  Fotrograd, 

number ?. 

Flax  and  flax  tow.  .toss.. 

From  Archa]igel..do.. 

Hmp  and  bemp  tow .  do. . 

Wbeat bushels.. 

From  Archaoget.  .do. . 


Jan.  1-June  {Jon.l-June 
30, 191.%,   I  ao.itia. 


72.S01,000 

6.663,000 

27,600 

M,100 

27,300 

53.700 

2,100 

9.600 

024.000 

1,724.000 

s:b.9oo 

1,W4,00D 

AunsBiA  nrcBXASES  shewosh  PBomjcTioir. 

[Consular  Agent  BarUey  r.  Yost,  Alsieria,  Spain,  Sept.  23.] 

Aceording  to  statistics  just  published,  the  production  of  silkworms 
in  the  Provmoe  of  Almeria  for  the  current  year  has  reached  15,63? 
pounds,  as  compared  with  10,063  pounds  for  1915.  This  industry  is 
oonfinBd  duefly  to  the  interior  localities  of  Abla,  Abrucena,  Alcolen, 
FondoD,  Fififtna,  Laujar,  and  Paterna. 

[Mention  w««  made  In  Comuebcb  Repobts  for  .\pr.  8,  1916,  of  the  monsurcs 
now  being  talcen  by  the  Government  to  foster  the  silk  Industry  of  Spain.] 
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THE  AUTOMOBILE  SXTTTATION  IN  CETLON. 

[Vice  Consul  John  A.  Nye,  Colombo,  Aug.  9.] 

On  August  2, 1916,  the  Ceylon  Legislative  Council  passed  an  ordi- 
nance imposing  a  duty  of  33J  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  motor  cars 
imported  into  Ceylon.    The  resolution  i-eads: 

That  froiii  niul  after  the  dnte  of  tliis  resolution  customs  duty  shall  be  leviable 
upon  the  nrtielcs  .^pec-ifietl  iu  the  schedule  hereto  to  the  amount  therein  stated: 
Motor  vehicles,  other  than  motor  lorries  and  other  than  vehicles  which  arc 
Imported  under  license  given  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  governor,  for  every  100 
rupees  of  the  value  thereof,  33.33  rupees. 

The  motor  lorries  referred  to  in  the  ordinance  are  motor  trucks 
used  for  commercial  and  industrial  purposes,  the  import  dutj-  on 
these  remaining  at  the  old  rate  of  5^  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Last  year's  Imports. 

Imports  of  motor  cai"s  into  Ceylon  for  the  12  months  ending  May 
31,  1916,  with  the  countries  of  origin,  were: 


June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November . . 
Dccemtier... 

January 

February . . . 

March 

Aoril 

May 

Total. 


Month. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

France. 

Italy. 

United 
Stat«3. 

1915. 

6 
4 
5 
S 
S 
8 
9 

5 

31 

1   

2  

7 

35 

191C. 

,1          , 

20 

2             i   

1              1    

0              i   

3| ;      1 

3 

36 

.    270 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Ceylon  monthly  customs  returns. 
There  were  407.  4.")9.  and  273  ears  imported  into  Ceylon  in  1913, 
1914,  and  1915.  respectively.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  over  3,000 
cars  in  the  island. 

Effects  of  Kew  Daty. 

Present  owners  of  motor  cars  are  increasing  by  one-third  the  esti- 
mated valuation  of  their  cars  for  sale  or  trading  purposes.  One  large 
firm  of  motor-car  dealers  is  reported  to  have  received  a  shipment  of 
about  100  American  cars  just  before  the  new  tax  became  effective. 
They  have  not  as  yet  raised  their  retail  prices,  but  announce  the 
policy  of  advancing  the  Ceylon  price  to  correspond  with  the  higher 
tax  beginning  September  1,  1916.  Thus,  it  is  announced  that  the 
present  price  of  one  American  five-passenger  touring  car  will  be  in- 
creased from  5,200  rupees  to  6,950  rupees  (from  $1,685  to  $2,255)  :  and 
the  price  of  another  from  5.250  rupees  to  6,950  rupees  (from  $1,700  to 
$2,255). 

It  is  thought  that  the  new  dut}-  will  not  affect  the  trade  in  low- 
priced  cars  so  much  ns  in  the  higher-priced  ones.  However,  the 
object  of  the  new  law  is  prohibition;  hence,  if  imports  continue  in 
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normal  quantities  it  is  probable  that  importation  will  be  prohibited 
altogether.  I^esdiRrs  ptre^et  th«t  the  tn6e  m  motor  lomes  wi))  be 
stiBRilated  hy  ihe  opovtioit  al  the  new  )»w. 

PvoteUe  SeauBd  for  ]E«tor  L«TTi»». 

There  shoolid  be  tm  exeeltent  fotnre  for  the  sale  at  motor  lorries 
in  C«si<m.  They  hsve  come  into  general  nse  in  the  Colombo  district 
caily  within  the  last  four  or  five  years.  Transportation  has  usually 
been  acc<Miiqpli«hed  by  bullock  carts.  But  various  tropical  cattle 
ailnents,  each  «s  risderpeat  and  foot-and-mo«tk  disease,  break  out 
occasionally  am<Mig  the  worked  bullocks,  so  H  is  coining  about  that 
the  S-miles^-per-honr  bwllock  carts  are  in  some  ii»tanees  being  re- 
placed by  motor  trucks.  The  Post  and  Tefc^aph  Department,  up- 
country  tea  and  rubber  estates,  and  transportation  companies  are 
beginnuM;  to  use  ttus  more  rapid  form  of  ireigbt  conveyance.  The 
Ceyk>D  (lovernaM99it  Bailway  about  a  year  »go  put  on  several  motor 
trucks. 

At  the  pfesent  time  there  are  said  to  be  5,500  bullocks  used  for 
transportation  purposes  in  Ceylon.  It  is  reckoned  that  lO-buHock 
carts  are  replaced  by  tme  3-ton  truck^  so  there  is  a  possible  market 
for  approximately  500  trucks.  Tliere  will  always  be  some  bullock 
carta  used  on  the  narrow  roads  of  the  interior  hill  country,  bvit  in 
the  low  etmiitTj  it  seems  only  a  epiestion  of  tinse  when  motor  trucks 
wiU  be  in  general  ose. 

Until  1915  motor  trucks  were  not  listed  separately  from  motor 
cars  in  the  Ceylon  eusAons  returns.  The  figures  show  tliat  23  lorries 
were  intported  daring  thi^  year,  and  it  is  estimated  by  local  dealers 
that  there  are  now  about  100  trucks  in  the  iidand.  The  nanwl  retail 
imce  <rf  a  »4en  trmk  is  10,000  rapees  ($»,24&). 

[A  list  of  the  leading  motor-truck  dealers  in  Ceylon  may  be  had  from  the 
Borean  of  Foreign  and  Dopaeatlc  Conmierce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  upon  referring  to  file  Ko.  80Q65.  An  exhaustive  review  of  the  motor- 
vehicle  trade  of  Ceylon,  by  Consul  Charles  K.  Moser,  appeared  in  Dally  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  12,  1913 ;  an  article  on  the  demand  for  motor 
lorries,  by  Consul  Henry  D.  Baker,  was  published  tn  the  issue  for  .Tnly  18  ot 
the  same  year.] 

HIKE  MONTHS'  iffiCOBD  (US  AXE&ICAH  SHIPBUILDHKa. 

Daring  the  nine  months  ended  Sep>tember  30, 1916,  American  ship* 
yards  c«npleted  846  merchant  vessels  of  361,113  gross  tons,  com- 
pared with  1,026  vessels  of  154,086  gross  tons  during  the  corre- 
sponding nine  months  of  1915.  The  steel  vessels  built  number  91 
ot  ^§,^|6  gross  tons  compared  with  67  of  85,692  gross  tons  for  the 
1915  period.  Thus  far  this  year  5  steel  steamships  of  17,203  gross 
tons  have  been  completed  for  foreign  owners. 


lAXOs  Tini?EirTiHE  rL&wr  nr  bussia. 

[C«bmU  9.  WHIeo^bT  Smttb,  'Flfllti,  Sept.  13.) 

One  of  the  most  important  industries  recently  opened  up  in  the 
Caucasus  ia  a  large  i^ant  for  the  production  of  French  turpentine 
near  the  railroad  station- of  Borjom,  in  the  Government  of  Tiflis. 
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FOKEIQH  TBAOE  OFFOBTimiTlKS. 

Begenred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Baire»«  and  Its  diatrlct  oBc«a.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atatc  opportnnltT  nnnber. 
Tbe  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslbUity  as  to  the  standlnf 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

Typewritert,  tewing  machines,  etc.,  No.  22734. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  writes  that  a  firm  In  bis  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  typewriters,  sewing  machines,  washing  ma- 
chines, household  articles,  novelties,  and  artificial  liinbs.  C!orrespondenca 
in  English.    Beferences. 

Wearing  apparel,  machinery,  etc..  No.  22735. — A  business  man  in  Mexico  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  shoes  and  bats,  textiles,  beer, 
wire,  machinery,  and  machinery  parts,  etc.    References. 

Agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  22736. — ^The  Bureau  is  Informed  that  an 
export  house  on  the  Pacific  coast  Is  in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  Russia 
regarding  agricultural  implements,  refrigerators,  laundry  machinery,  etc. 
Catalogues  and  full  information  desired.    References. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  22737. — ^A  firm  of  commission  merchants  in  Spain  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  import  all  kinds  of  cotton  goods 
from  the  United  States.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

Copal,  No.  22738. — ^A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  States  has  for- 
warded to  the  Bureau  an  inquiry  from  a  producer  of  copal  in  the  Philip- 
pines who  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  importers  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase  of  that  product,  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
yarnlsb. 

Coftee  machinery,  No.  22789. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Uruguay  reports 
that  a  Spanish  merchant  made  Inquiry  for  electric  cofCee  roasters  and 
roasters  suitable  for  alternating  current  and  a  one  or  two  horsepower 
motor.  He  is  also  interested  In  other  machinery  useful  to  wholesale  coffee 
dealers.    Catalogues  and  correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  etc..  No..  22740. — A  wholesale  dealer  in  Norway 
wishes  to  enter  into  conmierclal  relations  with  manufacturers  of  all  kinds 
of  hosiery  and  underwear  and  cotton  and  woolen  goods. 

Hardware,  paints,  varnishes,  etc..  No.  237^1. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Portugal  reports  that  a  newly  organized  commission  firm  would  like  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  small  hardware,  paints, 
and  varnishes,  writing  papers,  and  drugs.  The  firm  is  also  willing  to  act 
as  agent  for  American  importers  desiring  to  purchase  wines,  corkwood, 
cocoa,  etc.    Correspondence  In  English. 

Wrapping  paper.  No.  22742. — ^A  company  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bu- 
reau that  its  representative  In  one  of  the  West  Indies  Is  in  the  market  for 
vtrapping  paper.  Samples  of  the  paper  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  158.) 

Jars  and  tubes  for  cosmetics,  etc.,  No.  22743. — ^A  man  in  Australia  writes  that 
he  is  in  the  market  for  2-ounce  opal  pots  or  jars  with  screw  metal  tops,  used 
for  cosmetics ;  also  small  tul)es  or  vials  from  2  drams  upward,  with  stoppers 
and  metal  screw  tops,  for  perfumes,  etc.  Illustrated  catalogues  and  full 
particulars  desired  with  first  letter.    Synthetic  perfume  is  also  desired. 
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BBITISH  WAB  OFFICE  BXaXTISITIOlirS  HIDES. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  consul  general,  London,  England,  Oct.  18,  1916.] 

War  Office  gives  notice  intention  to  take  possession  of  all  ox,  cow, 
and  buU  hides  imported  into  United  Kingdom  from  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  South  Africa,  and  South  America  and  all  other  imported 
ox,  cow,  and  bull  hides,  wet  salted  of  45  pounds,  dry  salted  of  25 
pounds,  and  dry  of  18  pounds  and  over.  All  hides  in  process  of 
conversdon  into  leather  are  excepted  from  order. 


SHIPMEirrS  OF  APPLES  TO  SCANDINAVIA. 
(Cablegram  from  American  consnl  general,  London,  Oct.  18.] 

British  authorities  now  state  that  no  objection  will  be  raised  to  the 
shipment  of  fresh  apples  to  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  provided 
usual  guaranties  as  to  reexportation  are  given  and  provided  figures 
of  total  imports  for  corresponding  pre-war  period  of  each  Scandi- 
navian country  for  home  consumption  are  not  exceeded.  Any  ship- 
ments of  apples  for  Denmark  which  may  be  bona  fide  reexported  to 
Bussia  will  not  be  included  in  Danish  imports  for  home  consumption. 

IHPOSTATION  OF  PRECIOUS  STONES  IN  FBANCE. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Oct.  IT.] 

A  notice  of  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  published  October  12,  per- 
mits importation  with  special  authorization  of  diamonds  and 
precious  stones,  if  cut  for  jewelry  manufacture,  provided  the  value 
of  cut  stones  equals  value  of  exports,  though  exportation  need  not 
necessarily  be  made  by  original  importer. 


Predictions  of  a  world  boom  in  textile  machinery  after  the  war 
are  quoted  by  the^Textile  Mercury,  of  Manchester,  England.  "  With 
the  exception  of  the  Southern  States  of  America,"  it  says,  "  there  has 
wen  a  check  to  expansion.  Providing  the  world's  financial  situation 
IS  elastic  enough,  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  there  will  be  an  im- 
'Mdiate  need  for  extension." 
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EZPOBT  HEOOBB  AGAIN  BSOK£N. 

Still  another  export  record  has  been  broken.  The  total  value  of 
goods  shipped  out  of 'this  country  in  September  was  $512,847,957, 
or  $3,000,000  more  than  for  August,  when  expcwts  first  passed  tiie 
half  billion  mark  for  a  single  month. 

Exports  for  the  12  months  ending  with  September  were  in  roimd 
terms  $5,000,000,000.  The  precise  figures  announced  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  department  were  $4,W1,- 
945,883,  as  against  $3,177,764,184  in  the  preceding  12  months  and  an 
annual  average  of  $2,453,000,000  in  the  five  years  preceding  1915-16. 
Our  exports  of  dom^ic  products  in  the  m<mth  of  Sej^^mber  were 
larger  than  those  for  the  entire  fiscal  year  1875,  the  dosing  year  of 
our  first  centenary. 

September  imports  fell  off  sharply  from  the  totals  of  previoos 
months,  having  been  $164,128,604  in  value,  or  less  by  $35,0(1)0,000  than 
those  of  Aujgust,  less  by  $82,000,000  than  those  of  June,  the  high- 
record  month,  but  larger  by  $18,000,000  Qian  the  monthly  average  of 
$146,000,000  for  the  corresponding  month  during  the  past  five  years. 
For  the  year  ending  with  September  last  imports  totaled  $2,307,- 
766,567,  compared  with  $1,681^98,913  last  year  and  an  annual  aver- 
age of  $1,725,000,000  for  1911-1915. 

Of  the  month's  imports,  71.3  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  com- 
pared with  71.6  per  cent  in  Septmiber,  1915. 

The  favorable  trade  balance  for  September  was  $348,719,343,  being 
$200,000,000  larger  than  that  for  September,  1915,  and  $332,000,000 
more  than  that  for  Septembei",  1914.  The  12  months  to  September 
30,  1916,  show  a  favorable  trade  balance  of  $2,664,179,316,  compared 
with  $1,496,465,271  last  year  and  $342,714,840  two  years  ago. 

The  net  inward  gold  movement  aggVegated  $85,713,799  for  the 
month  and  $456,032,344  for  the  12  months  ending  September  30. 
Last  year  the  figures  were  $40,028,459  and  $205,440,751,  respectively, 
the  net  inward  gold  movement  having  doubled  in  one  year.  Septem- 
ber gold  imports  were  $92,562,940,  against  $42,062,449  last  year  and 
$2,761,590  two  years  ago.  September  gold  exports  were  $6,849,141, 
against  $2,033,990  last  year  and  $21,887^02  in  September,  1914.  For 
the  12  months  ending  with  September  gold  imports  aggregated  $568,- 
952,044,  compared  with  $283,336,809  last  year  and  $57,447,170  in 
1913-14.  Gold  exports  for  the  12  months  were  $112,919,700,  com- 
pared with  $77,896,058  one  year  ago  and  $175,376,109  two  years  ago. 

TO  SELECT  ASCHITECT  FOB  AUSTBAUAH  BVILDnrO. 

A  copy  of  the  program  for  the  international  competition  to  select 
an  architect  for  the  Federal  Parliament  House  at  the  new  capital 
city  of  Canberra  in  Australia  has  been  forwarded  from  Sydney  by 
Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain.  The  Government  has  resumed  the 
competition,  and  extended  the  date  for  receiving  the  designs  in  either 
London  or  Melbourne  from  March  31,  1916,  to  January  31,  1917. 
The  Federal  Capital  Director  of  Design  and  Constructitm  is  Waltor 
Burley  Griflin,  whose  address  is  Department  of  Home  Affairs,  Fed- 
eral Capital  Office,  84  William  Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria.  A  copy 
of  the  pamphlet  giving  full  details  of  the  competition  may  be  m- 
spected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81211. 
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AMERICA  TO  BESTOCK  WOBLD  WITH  FABM  HACHINEST. 

Foreign-trade  problems^  particularly  those  in  relation  to  agricul- 
tural implements,  were  discussed  yesterday  before  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  National  Implement  and  Vehicle  Assochition  at 
Atlantic  City,  by  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  He  predicted  a  very  large  de- 
mand for  agricultural  machinery  of  all  kinds  immediately  following 
the  dose  of  the  war,  and  said  that  the  United  States  would  have  the 
privilege  and  duty  of  restocking  those  countries  with  suitable  ma- 
chinery. He  stated  that  the  stocks  of  machines  had  been  exhausted 
in  some  of  the  belligerent  countries,  dnd  continuing,  said : 

There  is  another  point  which  we  should  take  into  consideration  and  that  is 
tliat  the  loss  of  men,  the  los.s  of  labor  power  in  Europe, '  has  been  great  and 
lrrq«rable.  There  is  Just  one  alternative  if  the  belligerent  countries  of  Europe 
and  their  colonies  are  to  get  back  to  the  normal  producing  basis  as  it  was  before 
the  war,  and  that  Is  to  use  labor-saying  machinery.  The  largest  number  by  far 
of  the  men  who  have  been  lost  were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  It  is 
particularly  Important,  therefore,  that  the  European  nations  supply  themselves 
with  the  very  best  labor-saving  devices  along  the  lines  of  agricultural  imple- 
meats,  machinerj-,  and  farm-operating  equipment.  Already  we  see  decided 
moves  in  this  direction  by  the  European  nations.  Not  long  ago  we  received  a 
visit  from  a  French  commission,  one  of  the  members  of  whjcli  was  an  expert 
interested  in  agricultural  machinery.  He  was  here  to  see  what  labor-saving 
devices  we  could  supply  in  connectibn  with  agriculture. 

Seelaret  Qreat  Opportunity  Exists.  ^ 

Dr.  Pratt  expressed  the  opinion  that  "although  our  present  ex- 
ports of  farm-operating  machinery  are  far  below  normal"  a  great 
opportunity  exi^  It  is  not  the  opportunity  to  put  our  products 
on  Ihe  ships  and  send  them  off  to  foreign  countries  and  get  the 
money  by  return  mail,  but  it  is  the  ofiportunity  to  find  out  what  is 
wanted  m  foreign  markets,  to  establish  connections,  to  place  our 
goods  before  the  purchasers,  and  to  be  ready,  just  as  soon  as  the 
shipping  situation  eases  up  and  just  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over,  to 
place  our  products  in  foreign  markets." 

The  speaker  also  discussed  the  general  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  and  pointed  to  the  past  two  years  as  a  period  of  transition. 
"Nevertheless."  he  said,  "too  many  of  us  are  apt  to  think  that  we 
had  no  foreign  trade  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  United  States  stood  third  among  the  export- 
ing nations  of  the  world,  and  the  recent  great  growth  in  our  trade 
is  really  the  climax  of  a  development  which  has  been  going  on  for 
seTeral'decades." 


New  Copper  Deposits  Discovered  in  Newfoundland.  * 

The  Canadian  press  reports  the  discovery  of  important  copper 
deposits  at  Little  Bay,  about  200  miles  north  of  St.  John's,  New- 
fotmdland.  The  lode  is  known  at  present  to  be  300  feet  wide. 
^ssajrs  made  on  the  ground  show  rich  veins  1  to  2  feet  wide,  which 
contain  nearly  pure  cupro-pyrites.  running  as  high  as  29^  per  cent 
of  copper.  Work  on  the  lodes  has  already  been  begun,  and  a  hy- 
^ulic  plant  is  now  being  installed  with  a  view  to  operating  a  200- 
ten  concentrator-  Copper  has  been  mined  in  the  locality  in  tlie  past, 
^d  this  new  strike,  says  the  journal  referred  to.  promises  to  be  one 
of  the  richest  copper  deposits  in  British  North  America. 
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Xim:  XOSTHB'  FIGUSES  of  hull  on.  AlTD  SEED  TBADE. 

[Comsul  Cliarles  U.  H^Jiav^jr,  Jr.,  Htill,  Fngliwwl,  Oct.  6.] 

Imports  of  oilseeds  for  the  39  weeks  ended  Octdber  3,  1916, 
pared  with  the  ctHresponding  period  of  1915,  aooording  to  the  Hall 
Chamber  of  ComnofiFce,  were  as  taUoyrs : 
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88,916 
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nim  kernels  (ttos) 

4^IK 

Cotton  seed,  Hgrptiuiltoas).... 

Z7,SB 

<>  Ftnaw  4(  Btill  Baatam  lienilB^  Hnn. 

I<lii9*ed  in  quarters  of  4M,41&u^  424  pounds;  npumed,  quarters  c<  416  and  424  potmdi;  castor  smJ 
qtiarteQ  of  about  41S  pounds.    Ton  equals  2,240  pounds 

•■aBtitie*  XxpMtcd  smA  7riee«  ct  frateeta. 

ExpcH-ts  of  oil  for  the  same  period  were:  Linfeed,  18,304  tons  in 
191S  and  613  tons  in  1916;  cottcmseed,  4,464  in  1915  and  320  in  1916; 
soya^  2,033  Id  1915  and  nooo  in  1916.  The  price  of  linseed  oil  has 
risen  steadily  frmn  $17.03  per  quazter  on  July  4  to  $^.82  on  October 
3.  Plata  limieed  quoted  oh  June  20  at  $16.67  per  quarter  was  not 
again  traded  in  until  August  8,  hxtt  sinse  then  it  nas  advanced  tdowfy 
to  $18.49  on  October  3.  ^Calcutta  linseed  advanced  from  $16,;55  <m 
Julv  4  to  $18.49  on  September  26. 

EgyxJtian  cottonseed  opened  the  quarter  at  $63.26  per  ton,  and 
closwi  at  $59.61,  the  range  of  flnctuatiwi  being  between  $58.40  on 
August  22  and  $69.35  on  September  26.  Other  cottonseed,  cl)^e% 
Bombay,  advanced  from  $53.53  per  ton  on  Jidy  4  to  $60.83  on  October 
3.  Kefined  cottonseed  oil  fdl  steadily  from  $10.84'  per  hundred- 
weight of  112  pounds  on  July  4  to  $9.24  per  hundredweight  on  Orfo- 
ber  3. 

The  oil  market  was  generally  rather  sluggish. 


EU8SIAV  mOV  ASD  STEEL  DTDUSTST. 

(L'l&oanomiste  Eunpden,  Sept.  784 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  cast  iron,  paitly 
manufactored  aiticleB  of  iron  and  steel,  and  mamif&ctures  at  iron 
and  steel  in  the  different  parts  at  Rnasia  during  the  last  two  yeus: 


Articles  and  regions. 


1914 


1915 


Articles  and  regions. 


U14 


UHS 


Cast  iron 

Central  Bossia , 

Dralrefkn 

Jbscow  refioa ., 

Valgarei^ 

Korth  aad  Baltic 
regions 

Fcland 

Fartly  manntKitured  ar- 
tiolas  of  iron  aod  steal . . 

Caatral  Bossia 

Uralr^lon , 

Hoaoow  ragiaa 

Volga  ngiom 

N^  and  Baltio  n- 

nd  ■.'.".;■■.■.'■.■.■.*.■. 


Simtiom. 

4,799,300 

3,333,600 

Mfi.teO 

189,300 

28,700 

1,000 
109,500 

«,108,«0 

8,094.300 

1,025,000 

m,9K 

889,800 


4,061,100 

3,004,000 

MT.TOB 

127,800 

21,1«0 

1,SD0 


4,sa*,100 
2.719,100 

i,o«>,a)» 
sn,OQa 

2U,500| 
3U,tOO 


Uannfacturad  articles  of 

iron  and  steel 

OiatndKuiria 

Draliagion. 

HeseowngtaB 

VoiaangJoB 

Konh  and  Baltic  n- 
CkBi ......... 

rStod 


attrtloTU. 

<  334, 100 

J33.C0O 
100,MO 
183,108 


*U,0«B 


Short  Unu. 

3,080,500 
^^^■B,800 

M7,dM 
91b  HO 
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SPAMSH  KNIT  GOODS  IHDTJSTBY. 

[Conrol  General  Carl  Bailey  Harst,  Barcelona,  Sept  25.1 

The  knit  goods  industry  is  highly  developed  in  Catalonia,  where 
*oolen,  cotton,  silk,  and  miked  knit  goods  are  turned  out  in  every 
variety.  Exports  of  this  merchandise  have  recently  assumed  unex- 
pected proportions.  In  1913  cotton  and  woolen  knit  goods  exported 
from  Spain  amounted  in  value  to  $2,309,568,  in  1914  to  $3,807,531, 
and  in  1915  to  $12,379,349,  the  exports  during  the  last  year  being 
over  5  times  as  great  as  two  years  before.  The  figures  given  do  not 
include  knit  goods  of  linen,  jute,  or  silk,  the  export  of  which  is 
small. 

S^Miti  of  Knit  Ooodf. 

The  articles  chiefly  represented  in  the  export  and  the  amounts 
shipped  during  the  past  three  years  are  in  metric  tons : 


Aitldts. 


Enltttd  MttOD  piece  goods,  underwear. . 

CottoD  hosiwT,  gloves,  etc 

KnltttJ  woolen  goods , 


1913        1»14 


Tom. 

«83 

60 


191a 


TOTU. 

1,121 

no 

3» 

Ton*. 
3,192 
650 
1,295 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  this  industry  had  attained  suffi- 
cient importance  in  Spain  to  be  protected  by  Government  measures, 
and  with  the  introduction  of  modern  machinery  and  methods  the 
)  local  manufacture  of  knit  goods  has  grown  and  prospered.    It  is 

now  largely  centered  along  the  coast  between  the  Besos  and  Tordera 
Bivers  in  the  Province  of  Barcelona.  Amon^  the  towns  where  this 
industry  employs  a  large  part  of  the  population  may  be  mentioned 
Mataro,  Arenys  de  Mar,  Canet,  and  Colella.  In  Barcelona  and 
Tarrasa  many  important  plants  are  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
manufacture  of  knit  goods.  Men,  women,  and  children  are  em- 
ployed in  the  industry,  and  in  the  villages  in  particular  much  of 
the  finishing  work  on  garments  is  done  in  homes  as  piecework. 

American  Knitting  Kachlne  Needles. 

TMiile  some  of  the  machinery  used  in  the  mills  is  imported,  a  largo 
part  originates  in  Barcelona,  where  five  yum  change  machines  for 
knitting  stockings,  seamless  machines,  loopers,  and  other  knitting 
machines  are  constructed,  but  the  question  of  needles  has  caused 
anxiety.    These  had  been  imported  from  elsewhere  in  Europe,  and 
when  the  source  of  supply  was  cut  oflf  by  the  war  their  mok  threat- 
ened to  paralyze  local  manufacture.     American-made  knitting-ma- 
ehine  needles  nave  been  successfuUj'  introduced,  and  the  outlook  for 
increased  imports  in  this  line  seems  promising. 


Inraranoe  Companies  in  Portugal. 

[Consnl  General  W.  L.  Ix)wrle.  Lisbon,  Sept.  2.3.1 

■A^t  present  there  are  57  insurance  companies  authorized  to  do  busi- 
'•**  in  Portugal.  Some  of  these  have  not  begun  active  operations, 
pP^the  last  available  statistics  are  for  1914.  when  there  were  42 
^ortuguese  companies,  7  of  them  l)eing  mutual  organizHtions,  and 
J^ioreign  companies.  Most  of  the  latter  are  English  corporations 
^^n  branches  in  Portugal. 
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PAPEB  OH  MEASUBOrO  PtJUPS  FOB  OASOUNE. 

Aid  for  those  who  seek  accuracy  in  the  measuring  of  gasoline  is  ; 

offered  by  a  recent  publication  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand-  i 

ards.  The  importance  of  efficient  measuring  apparatus  is  empha- 
sized by  the  steady  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  fluid  that  is  con- 
sumed and  its  present  high  price. 

On  account  of  the  convenience  of  the  measuring  pump  in  deliver- 
ing gasoline  to  the  consumer  with  a  minimum  of  evaporation,  spil- 
lage, and  fire  hazard,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  commooity  ia 
sold  through  this  type  of  measuring  apparatus.  There  are  several 
types  of  measuring  systems  in  use  in  this  country,  the  most  common 
bemg  the  piston  type,  in  principle  the  same  as  the  ordinary  plnngw 
pump,  equipped  with  ^ps  to  defin<$  the  volume  discharged.  Other 
lamiliar  types  of  gasoline  measuring  apparatus  are:  Second,  the 
meter  type,  in  which  the  gasoline  is  discharged  through  a  meter  by, 
displacement  of  the  oil  over  watei*,  or  by  pneumatic  pressure  or  by. 
mechanical  pumping;  third,  the  overflow  measuring-chambw  tjrpe,  ; 
in  which  an  excess  over  nominal  delivery  is  supplied  to  a  visible  meas- 
uring chamber  and  the  excess  removed  by  air  pressure  or  other 
means  to  a  definite  level :  fourth,  tihe  gauge  glass,  or  float-gauge«type 
in  which  the  amount  of  liquid  drawn  off  is  read  on  a  transparent 
gauge  glass  or  by  a  float  traversing  a  scale  graduated  in  suitable  imits.  ! 

The  principal  causes  of  short  delivery  are  leaks  in  valves  or  pip-  j 

ing;  formation  of  vapor  due  to  excessive  suction  lift,  or  the  intro-  . 
duction  of  air  under  the  piston ;  failure  to  correct  for  the  inertia  of  ' 
a  long  column  of  moving  liquid:  the  use  of  long  filling  hoses  with  a 
low  connection  at  the  pump,  making  proper  draining  of  hose  an  im- 
possibility ;  "  short  stroking  "  or  operation  of  pump  at  less  than  full 
stroke  (usually  deliberate) ;  and  slippage  past  valves  and  pi^n. 

Proper  Boutine  for  Inspectors  Described. 

A  proper  routine  for  inspectors  to  use  in  testing  measuring  pumps, 
as  well  as  the  requisites  for  sealing  and  the  manner  of  keepmg  de- 
tailed records,  are  completely  described  in  the  full  paper. 

Of  numerous  measuring  systems  of  various  types  chosen  at  random 
and  tested  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards'  inspector  in  a  number  of 
different  cities,  70  to  80  per  cent  had  excessive  errors.  There  were 
many  outfits  so  constructed  as  to  be  absolutely  unsuited  for  retail 
liquid  dispensing.  Of  those  outfits  which  were  incorrect,  nearly  all 
were  delivering  in  deficiency,  which  is  unfortunately  a  characterise 
of  the  types  or  measuring  pumps  now  most  commonly  used.  This 
tendency  toward  deficient  measurement  is  worthy  of  careful  conad- 
eration  as  it  results  in  the  aggregate  to  enormous  monetary  losses  ttt 
the  public. 

Smce  this  paper  was  written,  subsequent  tests  in  many  citi« 
corroborate  the  figures  s^ven  above  in  every  essential,  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  in  all  localities  not  under  an  efficient  and  competent 
weights-and-measures  administration,  and  in  a  large  majority  of 
those  which  do  have  a  relatively  competent  weights-and-measores 
administration^  the  condition  of  measuring  pumps  is  such  that  Che 
motoring  public  is  being  subjected  to  regular  and  continuous  ahorC- 
ages  in  its  purchases  of  gasoline.  Figures  based  on  the  best  estimates 
ODtainable  show  that  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  losses  to  the  peopio 
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of  the  Commonwealth,  due  to  short  measure  in  gasoline,  are  not  less 
than  $530,000  annually. 

Copies  of  this  publication,  Technologic  Paper  No.  81,  may  be  ob- 
tained by  applying  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C 


FEENCH  SUPPLIES*  OF  TOBACCO. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedlti,  Paris,  Sept.  26.] 

Ficfures  just  published  covering  the  foreign  trade  of  France  for 
the  first  seven  months  of  1916,  with  comparative  data  for  the  two 
preceding  years,  show  that  this  Republic  imported  from  the  United 
States  48,390,360  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco,  against  9,867,670  pounds  in 
the  like  period  of  1915  and  42,351,010  pounds  in  January-July,  1914. 
These  quantities  focmed  60  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  leaf 
tobacco  into  France  in  the  first  seven  months  of  the  current  year, 
40  per  cent  in  the  Uke  period  of  1915,  and  66  per  cent  in  January- 
M,  1914. 

The  American  share  in  the  French  purchases  of  foreign  manufac- 
tured tobacco  is  not  disclosed  by  the  statistics  now  available,  but  the 
imports  (general  commerce)  of  these  products  from  all  countries  for 
the  seven-month  period  und.er  review  totaled : 


Tobaoco  and  manubotuns. 

laniiary-Iuly- 

- 

19U 

1»1£ 

1916 

UH 

poosds.. 

64,268.490 

42,381,010 

28,186,900 

811, S20 

1,614,885 

29,413,670 
9,867,670 

20,960.800 

973,120 

1,471.986 

80.196,760 

UnlM  Statts 

»do 

48.390,360 

CIpis 

Ciguettes .• 

othflr  monafacturw 

nmnbar.. 

poonds.. 

do 

48,546,600 
2,904.620 
1,984,115 

While  the  French  tobacco  crop  of  1916,  which  suffered  from  spring 
rains,  will  probably  not  exceed  26,450,000  pounds,  it  is  believed  there 
will  be  no  perceptible  shortage  in  the  supply  available  for  consump- 
ti<m.  During  the  first  seven  months  of  1916  there  were  manufactured 
in  France  48,894400  pounds  of  "scaferlati"  (the  usual  mixture  of 
French  and  foreign  tobaccos).  This  does  not  include  the  tobacco 
used  for  cigarettes,  which,  at  the  middle  of  July  last,  amounted  to 
4,720,100  pounds  — a  quantity  sufficient  to  make  2,141,000,000 
cigarettes.  It  ^ould  be  noted  that  in .  1914  the  manufacture  of 
"  scaferlati "  did  not  exceed  33,334,000  pounds,  and  there  were  placed 
on  sale  4,382,800  pounds  of  cigarettes.  Moreover,  up  to  the  end  of 
June,  1916,  there  were  manufactured  341,715  pounds  of  "  demi- 
londres  "  cigars. 

The  total  sales  of  tobacco  in  the  first  half  of  1914  amounted  to 
$52,662,950;  of  1915  to  $46,438,100;  of  1916  to  $50,996,400,  not  count- 
ing the  large  quantities  of  tobacco  furnished  to  the  army. 


A  supplement  to  the  United  States  Coast  Pilot,  Atlantic  Coast, 
Section  D,  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Surrey  tmder  date  of  September  22,  1916.  It  gives  the  more  im- 
portant corrections  and  additions  affecting  the  text  of  the  Coast 
rQot  vohime  since  its  publication. 
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SmPFINQ  SITUATION  IN  NOSWAT. 

(Consul  General  £.  Haldeman  Dennison,  ChrlRttania,  Sept.  21.) 

According  to  Norwegian  commercial  interests,  Norway  is  goin^  to 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  world's  mercantile  marine  activities 
after  the  war.  Shipbuilding  and  shipping  have  never  known  such 
activity.  Old  shipyards  are  Jaeing  extended  and  new  ones  estab- 
lished. Shipping  companies  are  oeing  formed  almost  daily,  old 
concerns  increase  their  capital,  and  vessels  keep  changing  hands  at 
unusually  high  prices.  Old  vessels  have  been  purchased  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  and  new  <mes  contracted  for  in  tne  United  States, 
England,  Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  and  other  countries. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Norw^an  Veritas  for  1915  states 
that  Norway  has  not  been  able  to  produce  in  its  own  ^pyards  the 
necessary  new  tonnage  required  for  its  mercan^e  marine,  which  has 
suffered  severe  losses  in  both  the  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage  lost, 
because  of  the  war;  nevertheless,  the  latest  official  figures  of  the  ase 
of  its  mercantile  marine  record  an  increase. 
ShlpbnlldlBC  Ketnnts. 

The  returns  show  that  in  1915  there  were  built  in  Norway  66  steam- 
ers of  53,840  gross  tons,  12  motor  vessels  of  19,521  tons,  and  a 
sailing  vessel  of  69  tons  net,  as  against  48,266  tons  of  steam  tonnage 
in  1914  and  52,192  tons  in  1913.  Vessels  under  construction  or  on 
order  in  Norwegian  shipyards  at  the  beginning  of  1916  amounted  to 
about  160,000  tons,  steam  and  motor,  against  1^^000  tons  in  1915  and 
91,000  tons  in  1914.  Bergen  stands  first  on  the  list  of  ship-producing 
towns,  with  18  vessels  of  13,000  tons;  Christiania  second  with  11 
vessels  of  10,941  tons,  then  follows  Fevik  with  9,150  tons,  Fredriks- 
stad  with  6,568  tons,  Trondhjem  with  4,825  tons,  and  Stavanger  with 
2,888  tons.  In  addition  there  was  building  or  on  order  tor  Nor- 
wegian owners  over  240,000  tons  in  foreign  shipyards.  Official  fig- 
ures show  that  82  Norwegian  steamers  of  a  total  of  115,938  tons,  and 
53  sailing  vessels,  totaling  50,378  tons,  were  destroyed  during  1916. 
The  Norwegian  mercantile  marine  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
vessels  approximating  141,036  tons  during  1915. 

Shipping  Proflti — ^Vessels  Purchased. 

In  an  article  regarding  the  shipping  and  economic  expansion  of 
the  country  a  local  paper  calculates  the  gross  profits  of  the  shipping 
for  1915  to  have  been  about  $134,000,000  and  for  the  first  six  montiis 
of  1916  at  about  the  same  figure. 

Materials  for  shipyards  have  been  purchased  in  the  United  States 
by  Norwegian  interests  and  many  orders  have  been  placed  there  for 
new^  ships.  The  second-hand  tonnage  bought  in  1915  amounted  to 
325,000,  as  compared  with  83,000  and  55,000  tons  in  1913  and  1914, 
respectively.  Of  the  old  tonnage  purchased  81,000'  were  obtained 
from  Greece,  52,000  tons  from  Sweden,  44,000  tons  from  England, 
43,000  tons  from  Spain,  36,000  tons  from  the  Netherlands.  23,000 
tons  from  Denmark,  and  45,000  tons  from  other  coimtries.  Although 
large  prices  were  paid  for  these  vessels  the  great  profits  that  Nor- 
wegian owners  are  making  enable  them  to  write  down  the  book  valoe 
of  their  vessels  and  at  the  same  time  to  set  aside  large  sums  to  re- 
serve, thus  placing  themselves  in  a  strong  financial  p(Nnti<Hi.  ha 
high  as  $200  a  ton  on  the  deadweight  was  recently  paid  \nf  a  Not- 
wegian  firm  for  a  new  Japanese  steamer. 
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Concrete  Shlpi — Shipcwnttt'  Attodatloa. 

A  new  type  of  ship  hits  just  been  built  in  Norway  and  is  at  present 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Christiania.  It  is  ccmstructed  entirely  of  con- 
crete with  the  exception  of  the  ribs,  which  are  of  steel.  It  is  claimed 
Qui  the  hull  will  i-esist  damage  better  than  any  other  material  and 
is  coosequently  more  safe.  According  to  press  reports  it  is  proposed 
to  construct  concrete  ships  of  from  15,000  to  20,000  tons  displace- 
ment to  be  used  as  railway  ferries  between  Goteborg  and  England. 

Hie  membership  of  the  Norwegian  Shipowners'  Association,'  at  the 
close  of  its  last  financial  year,  aggregated  350  members,  owning  ships 
with  a  total  of  2^35,000  tons  car^o  capacity,  according  to  a  report 
just  issued.  The  largest  company  in  the  association  ^s  C.  O.  Stray  & 
Co.,  of  Christianssand,  whicli  owns  39  vessels  of  69,484  tons. 

tiM  Yort— War  Tazea. 

The  question  of  a  free  port  in  Norway  is  receiving  some  attention 
at  present  and  Stavanger  has  been  mentioned  as  the  one  most  suit- 
«ble  for  the  purpose  because  of  its  favorable  position  and  proximity 
to  the  British  coal  districts.  Norway's  largest  dry  dock  is  at  present 
being  constructed  at  Stavanger  and  additional  railway  facilities  will 
establish  connection  between  Stavanger  and  Christiania. 

The  Norwegian  Govenunent  has  imposed  the  following  war  taxes 
(m  shipping  profits  for  1916-17  to  meet  the  extraordinary  internal 
expenses  caused  by  the  war : 

5  per  cent  on  the  first    5,000  crowns  (|1,340). 

1i  per  cent  on  the  next  10,000  crowns  ($2,680). 
10  per  cent  on  the  next  15,000  crowns  ($4,020). 
12}  per  cent  on  the  next  20,000  crowns  ($5,300). 
15  per  cent  on  the  next  25,000  crowns  ($6,700). 
ITiper  cent  on  the  next  30,000  crowns  ($8,040). 
20  per  cent  on  any  excess  profit. 

AMEmCAK  CONSULAR  OFFICEBS  ON  L£AVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  ccmsular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
eommercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
.  in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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Jui^  to  the  late  arrtral  of  Mr.  Spahr  In  this  country,  his  oonferences  in  Now  Yo*  with  thosa  int«- 
"'*''•  Crogtiayan  trade  will  be  held  from  October  22  to  November  l. 
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SOUTH  AUSTBALIA  TBADE  CONBITIONS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  PhtUp  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Aastralta.] 

The  fact  that  21  American  commercial  travelers  were  recently 
registered  at  one  time  at  one  hotel  in  Adelaide  makes  it  appear 
unnecessary  to  say  that  South  Australia  deserves  more  attention  on 
the  part  of  those  American  firms  that  are  trying  to  secure  Australian 
business,  yet  this  is  sound  advice. 

American  firms  are  too  often  prone  to  think  that  i*epresentation  in 
Sydney  means  distribution  throughout  Australia.  This  position 
needs  qualification.  Sydney  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  commercial 
center  and,  besides,  is  the  terminal  port  for  the  passenger  steamship 
lines  from  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver,  but  the  local  transportation 
situation  has  prevented  it  from  assuming  a  position  as  the  general 
distributing  point  for  the  whole  of  Australia.  High  railway  frdght 
rates  in  Australia  make  it  more  economical  to  ship  oversea  cargodi- 
rect  to  ports  of  entry  in  the  various  States.  Queensland,  a  very  large 
State  in  area,  has  three  distinct  ports  of  entry,  Townesville,  Rocl- 
hampton,  and  Brisbane.  Sydney  serves  for  New  South  Wales,  Mel- 
bourne for  Victoria,  Adelaide  for  South  Australia,  and  Perth  for 
iWest  Australia. 

South  Australia,  although  not  nearly  so  large  as  the  States  of  West 
Australia  and  Queensland,  is  some  50  per  cent  larger  than  Texas. 
The  population  of  the  State  of  South  Australia,  corrected  to  the 
year  1914,  is  441,690,  or  about  one-tenth  the  population  of  Texas. 
Only  2  per  cent  of  the  land  of  the  State  is  under  cultivation,  includ- 
ing land  in  fallow  and  permanent  artificially  sown  grass.  Large 
areas  of  grazing  land  are  also  used  for  sheep.  South  Australia  has, 
however,  only  slightly  over  4,000,000  sheep,  or  about  5  per  cent 
of  the  total  of  the  Commonwealth. 

South  Australia  is  noteworthy  as  the  gateway  to  the  principal 
mining  industry.  Broken  Hill,  although  in  the  southwest  comer  of 
New  South  Wales,  is  reached  by  rail  from  South  Australia.  The 
New  South  Wales  State  Railways  will  soon  be  extended  to  Broken 
Hill,  but  the  easiest  access  is  via  South  Australia.  The  Broken  Hill 
mines  are  large  producers  of  lead,  silver,  and  zinc  concentrates.  Con- 
centrates are  shipped  from  Broken  Hill  to  Port  Pirie,  South  Aos- 
tralia,  which  is  on  tidewater,  where  part  of  the  smelting  is  done. 
There  are  also  important  copper  mines  at  Wallaroo,  South  Australia. 

South  Australia  has  also  made  good  headway  as  a  producer  of 
fruits  and  wines,- and  is  an  important  grower  of  wheat. 

Adelaide  the  State's  Sistribatla?  Center. 

Adelaide,  which  controls  the  distributing  trade  of  the  big  back 
country  and  of  the  rich  mining  districts,  is  a  prosperous  city,  with 
a  population  of  200,000  within  a  radius  of  10  miles  of  the  Town  HaU. 
It  is  typical  of  Australia  that  45  per  cent  of  the  population  of  this 
State  should  be  centered  in  the  capital  city.  The  wholesale  merchants 
in  Adelaide  are  principally  interested  in  South  Australia  and  Broken 
Hill.  Some  of  tne  firms  go  over  into  western  Victoria,  but  this  is  not 
common  becau.se  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  "gentlemen's  agreement" 
to  the  effect  that  Adelaide  firms  cover  South  Australia  and  Melbourne 
firms  Victoria.  Several  South  Australian  firms  have  intere^  in 
iWest  Australia,  but  this  business  is  usuallv  handled  bv  branch  houses 
■  in  Perth.    • 
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Some  of  the  large  Australian  wholesale  firms  have  branch  estab- 
lishments in  each  of  the  capital  cities.  The  branch  in  Adelaide,  how- 
ever,  may  not  do  exactly  the  same  type  of  business  as  the  branch 
in  Melbourne  or  Sydney.  The  Adelaide  branch  devotes  itself  as  njuch 
to  its  own  market  as  though  it  were  a  separate  firm.  The  principal 
reason  why  several  great  companies  have  grown  up  with  practically 
autonomous  branches  in  each  capital  city  is  because  there  is  economy 
in  running  a  conmion  bujong  branch  in  London.  Some  of  these  or- 
ganizations have  buying  offices  in  London  with  over  a  hundred 
expert  buyers  on  their  steffs^  who  purchase  direct  from  Briti^  mills 
and  sometimes  from  American  mills. 

Many  manufacturers'  agents,  representing  British  and  American 
firms,  with  offices  in  Sydney  or  Melbourne,  take  their  samples  over  to 
'Adelaide  several  times  a  year  and  spend  a  couple  of  weeks  there. 
Ck>mmercial  travelers  from  the  United  States  wiU  also  find  it  good 
policy  to  visit  Adelaide  and  show  their  samples  to  local  buyers.  The 
leading  wholesalers  always  welcome  an  opportunity  to  see  something 
new,  and  they  like  to  talk  with  a  representative  from  the  head  office 
who  knows  his  line  and  who  is  interested  in  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  local  trade. 

Adelaide  may  be  comfortably  reached  from  Sydney  with  the  loss 
of  only  one  business  day.  The  express  train  that  leaves  Sydney  at  8 
p.  m.  arrives  in  Melbomrne  at  1  p.  m<  the  next  day ;  connection  may  be 
made  with  the  Adelaide  express,  which  leaves  Melbourne  at  4.30  p.  m. 
daily  and  reaches  Adelaide  about  10  a.  m.  the  next  morning.  Berths 
on  Uie  sleeper  should  be  reserved  some  time  in  advance.  It  is  also 
possible  to  go  from  Sydney  to  Melbourne  or  Adelaide  by  the  Hoyal 
Mail  boats  en  route  to  England,  or  by  excellent  coastwise  steamers. 
The  time  taken  by  boat  is  somewhat  longer  than  by  rail,  but  the  trav- 
eling is  more  comfortable. 

Some  travelers  who  wish  to  study  the  market  make  tlie  trip  to 
BroW  Hill.  This  is  a  night's  journey.  It  is  usually  better  to  visit 
the  wh<desale  firms  in  Addaide  first  and  take  letters  of  introduction 
from  them  to  fJieir  branch  managers  in  Broken  Hill.  TJnintroduced, 
a  man  is  not  quickly  taken  up  in  this  vigorous  mining  town. 
The  Oovemment  as  a  Bayer — General  Trade  Situation. 

The  city  of  Adelaide  has  been  very  successful  in  conducting 
mnnicipal  enterprises.  All  the  meat  consumed  by  200,000  people 
must  be  slaughtered  in  the  municipal  abattoirs,  the  Municipal  Tram- 
way Trust  operates  the  city  and  suburban  electric  lines,  there  is  also 
a  Municipal  Harbor  Trust,  and  the  city  operates  the  usual  public 
utilities.  The  State  Government  of  South  Australia,  which  is  located 
in  Adelaide,  is  likewise  interested  in  business  matters,  such  as  irriga- 
tion, grain  elevators,  and  railway  extensions.  American  firms  de- 
aring  to  put  in  tenders  for  various  supplies  called  for  by  the  city  or 
State  undertakings  would  do  well  to  secure  the  cooperation  of 
Adelaide  firms'in  close  touch  with  local  conditions. 

South  Australia  suffered  much  from  the  drought  in  1914  and  by 
the  inability  to  secure  shipping  space  to  take  away  its  raw  products 
during  1915.  While  the  drought  reduced  the  number  of  sheep, 
prospects  for  the  cconing  wool  season  are  good.  The  mining  industry 
hu  improved,  although  four  of  the  11  mines  at  Broken  Hill  are  still 
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closed  down.    The  banks  have  plenty  of  money  available  for  loans. 
On  the  whole,  there  is  a  very  fair  demand  for  imported  goods. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the  prompt  filling; 
of  (jrders.  The  time  required  to  place  an  order  in  the  United  Stat® 
and  get  the  goods  is  now  10  months  instead  of  5  months  as  for- 
merly ;  it  is  even  more  difficult  to  get  goods  out  from  England;  hence 
-Japanese  goods  have  been  making  rapid  headway  in  this  mark^, 
since  they  are  cheap  and  the  deliveries  are  fairly  frequent. 

Merchants  complain  that  American  manufacturers  fail  to  comply 
with  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  and  other  regulations.  [A  mono- 
graph by  Commercial  Attach^  Kennedy,  entitled  "Exporting  to 
Australia;  Practices  and  Eegulations  to  be  Observed  by  American 
Shippers  "  and  known  as  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  45,  is  eotm  to  be 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  This 
booklet  will  contain  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  and  other  trade 
regulations  just  referred  to.  Due  notice  of  its  publication  will  be 
given  in  Commerce  Kepobts.J  These  practices  and  regulations 
should  be  given  studious  attention.  Some  of  the  large  firms  are  now 
anxious  to  form  direct  connections  with  American  manufacturers. 
It  is  a  favorable  time  to  take  up  matters  for  the  future. 
Exports  and  Importf . 

The  returns  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  which  are 
the  latest  published,  show  a  great  falling  off  in  both  imports  and 
exports.  Since  the  customs  returns  have  recently  been  compiled  on 
the  basis  of  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1  instead  of  for  the 
calendar  year,  the  best  available  comparison  is  that  of  the  calendar 
year  1913  with  the  fiscal  year  1915.    This  avoids  overlapping. 

Over-sea  exports  from  South  Australia  dropped  from  $47,595,540 
for  the  calendar  year  1913  to  $17,226,925  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1915.  A  serious  drop  occurred  in  the  export  of  metals, 
silver  and  lead  concentrates  declining  from  $6,910,030  to  $830,550, 
zinc  concentrates  from  $8,675,675  to  $2,616,015,  and  copper  irom 
$1,515,115  to  $427,680.  Silver  shipments  fell  from  $2,603,235  to 
$1,533,610.  The  export  of  gold  from  South  Australia  is  negligible. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  lead  exported  from  $788,090 
to  $1,012,740. 

The  drought  occasioned  a  serious  decline  in  the  sales  of  wheat  and 
flour.  In  1913  the  value  of  the  wheat  exported  was  $11,892,405,  in 
1915  it  was  $789,740.  In  1913  the  value  of  the  flour  exported  was 
$1,962,295,  and  in  1915  $400,185.  Trade  in  sheep,  wool,  and  leather 
decreased  fully  one-third. 

Although  the  total  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  1915  were  little  racK 
than  one-third  those  for  the  calendar  year  1913,  imports  declined 
only  from  $35,712,930  to  $23,086,755.  The  rate  of  decline  was  fairly 
evenly  balanced  among  the  different  articles  imported!  Receipts  pf 
iron  and  steel,  machinery,  and  timber  dropped  off  a  little  more  than 
the  general  average,  while  other  important  articles,  such  as  apparel) 
paper,  vehicles,  and  bags  and  sacks,  showed  a  smaller  proportioow 
shrinkage. 
Xanofactnrlng  in  South  Australia. 

Every  establishment  having  four  or  more  employees  engaged  in 
manufacturing  or  repairing  articles,  or  a  similar  establishment  eift- 
ploying  less  than  four  hands  where  power-driven  machinery  is  usWj 
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is  classed  in  the  retnms  as  a  factory.  In  1914  there  were  in  South 
'Australia  1,323  factories,  employing  26,874  -workmen.  The  principal 
fines  of  mannf  acture  with  number  of  workmen  employed  were  as 
foQows: 

Employees. 

Metal  works,  macbiaery,  etc.,  inclDding  GoTeminent  and  tramway  shops 7, 966 

Clothing,  textile  fabrics,  etc - 4, 721 

Pood,  drlflk.  etc ^ 3, 699 

Woodworking 1, 568 

Bods,  paper,  printing 1, 824 

Tebides,  saddlery,  taomeBS,  «tc 1,445 

Stooe,  day,  and  gloss 1,404 

Furniture   , 959 

A  dietinctiTe  feature  of  the  manufacturing  industry  in  South  Aais- 
tralia  is  its  close  interrelation  witJa  merchandising.  The  leading 
wholesale  «etablislunents  own,  either  outright  or  in  part,  the  factories 
that  supply  particular  commodities  in  which  they  deal.  The  whole- 
ale  hardware  establishments,  for  example,  are  directly  interested  in 
iron  and  metal  shops,  where  all  sorts  of  tinware  and  heavier  articles 
are  made.  The  wholesale  dry-goods  establishments  manufacture, 
either  in  their  own  warehouses  or  through  subsidiary  manufacturing 
firms,  men's  and  women's  clothing,  men's  and  women's  hats,  shoes, 
.shirts,  neckties,  rugs,  and  leather  goods.  The  wholesale  grocery  firms 
in  the  same  wa^  ajre  interested  in  tea  blending,  coffee  roasting,  pack- 
ing of  self -raiHUig  flour,  packing  of  essences,  and  the  manufacture  of 
jams,  paints,  tdbacco,  and  confectionery.  Other  important  industries 
are  the  making  of  harness,  furniture,  and  bodies  for  tramcars  and 
antomobiles. 

NEW  BBAZIUAN  ABATTOIR  0FE1BSEB  FOB  LEASE. 

[Consal  A.  T.  Haeterle,  Pemambnco,  Sept.  18.] 

On  December  15  tenders  will  be  opened  by  the  mayor  of  Pemam- 
bnco for  the  lease  of  the  new  municipal  slaughterhouse,  said  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  South  America.  A  translation  of  the 
call  for  tenders,  which  gives  in  full  the  terms  of  the  contract  to  be 
a^ed  with  the  snccessral  bidder,  is  forwarded  herewith  [and  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  81234]. 

In  view  of  the  importance  to  manufacturers  in  the  United  States 
of  the  leafiing  and  operation  of  this  new  abattoir  by-  an  American 
cwnpany  <3ie  Femambuco  consulate  hopes  that  interested  firms  will 
not  delay  in  communicating  with  Dr.  Moraes  Sego,  Perfeito  do 
Sedfe,  Pemambnco,  Brazil.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portu- 
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MININO  AND  AQBICVLTUBE  IN  BBITISH  OUIANA. 

(Consal  George  B.  Chamberlin,  Georgetown,  Aag.  24.] 

A  report  on  mining  and  agriculture  just  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Lands  and  Mines  of  British  Guiana  covers  the  period  from  April 
1  to  December  31, 1915,  a  change  having  been  made  in  the  financial 
year  to  coincide  with  the  calendar  year.  The  financial  year  hereto- 
fore ended  on  March  31. 

The  production  of  gold  during  the  nine  months  was  39,793  ounces, 
a  decrease  of  12,397  ounces  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  preceding  year.  This  decrease  was  traceable  chiefly  to 
the  Mazarimi  district,  the  fields  situated  on  the  Kaburi  creek  yield- 
ing 10,283  ounces  less  than  in  1914.  The  rich  alluvial  deposits  there 
have  been  exhausted.  The  Cuyuni  district  showed  «  decreased  out- 
put of  2,515  ounces,  the  Barima  860  oimces,  and  the  Essequibo  228 
ounces.  There  were  slight  increases  in  production  in  the  Barama 
and  Puruni  districts.  Two  large  nuggets  were  found,  one  weighing 
22  ounces,  18  pennyweight,  8  grains,  and  the  other  17  ounces,  18 
pennyweight. 
Exodus  into  Ytnttutia,  from  Oold  Fields. 

The  warden  of  No.  5  mining  district  (Barima  and  Barama)  re- 
ported as  follows : 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  gold  Industry  In  Barima  and  Barama  has 
steadily  declined  during  the  past  nine  months,  as  with  the  exception  of  a  find 
of  valuable  quartz  reefe  at  Barama  Head  no  new  finds  have  been  made,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  proximity  of  the  claims  located  here  to  C5uyuni 
and  Venezuela  caused  a  number  of  tributers  who  were  at  work  on  claims  to 
spread  out  and  search  for  new  fields,  with  the  result  that  there  has  been  a 
perfect  exodus  from  the  district,  and  a  consequent  mad  rush  also  from 
Morawhanna  and  Georgetown  dver  the  twundary  into  Venesuela,  where  rich 
finds  are  said  to  have  been  made.  v 

In  other  parts  of  the  gold  fields  of  the  colony  surface  washing  was 
also  carried  on  with  the    sluice  and  tom,"  but  fewer  persons  were  en- 

f raged  in  the  gold  industry,  many  men  having  returned  to  the  coast 
ands  and  taken  up  agriculture  or  gone  to  theljalata  tracts. 
Prospecting,  Claims,  and  Xining  PriTlIeges. 

During  the  nine  months  274  prospecting  licenses  were  taken  out. 
This  compares  favorably  with  the  number  issued  during  previous 
normal  years.  A  fair  amount  of  prospecting  was  done,  but  no  new 
fields  were  located.  There  were  165  claim  licenses  issued,  and  this 
does  not  compare  favorably  with  the  number  issued  during  the- last 
nine  months  of  the  preceding  two  years.  Claim  licenses  revoked 
numbered  404,  leaving  in  existence  on  the  Department's  registers 
December  31, 1915,  a  total  of  1,247  gold  claims,  and  21  precious-stone 
claims. 

Mining  privileges  issued  during  the  period  to  tributers  numbered 
1,389.  There  were  1,723  mining  labqg^rs'  registration  certificates 
issued  by  the  Department  under  the  provisions  of  the  Employers' 
and  Laborers'  Ordinance,  as  compared  with  2,109  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

The  output  of  diamonds  for  the  nine  months  was  19,461  stones 
weighing  3,678J  carats,  and  estimated  to  be  worth  $36,782.  The 
average  was  5.3  stones  to  the  carat,  a  decided  improvement  on  the 
size  of  the  stones  found  in  1914-15,  of  which  the  average  was  7.3  to 
the  carat.  Three  large  stones  were  declared  weighing  8|},  7^  and  8J 
carats  respectively. 
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Borisir  Operations  to  B«  Conuneneed. 

Three  exploration  licenses  under  the  biining  (mineral  oil)  regula- 
titNQB  for  tracts  in  the  northwestern  district  were  in  existence  on 
December  31.  The  holder  of  one  of  these  exploration  areas  applied 
for  a  proGpeddng  license,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  arrangements 
had  bwn  made  to  import  well-boring  apparatus,  which  arrived  in  the 
colony  early  in  1916  and  was  shortly  afterwards  transported  to  the 
locality  where  it  is  expected  boring  operations  will  be  commenced. 
Kie  holders  of  the  two  other  tracts  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  ex- 

Eloration,  but  it  is  understood  that  they  are  jointly  interested  in  the 
oring  plant  mentioned. 

No  active  prospecting  or  mining  operations  for  bauxite  were  car- 
ried on  during  the  period  imder  review.  Bights  have  been  actfuired 
from  individuals  by  American  and  other  interests  to  the  lands  on 
both  banks  of  the  Demerara  Kiver,  extending  from  "  Old  England  " 
upward,  and  on  December  31  these  interests  had  purchased  14,S60 
acres  of  such  lands,  and  acquired  mining  rights  over  a  further  area 
of  6,065  acres.  , 

icrieultvral  Coaditioas  aad  Frotpeets.     , 

In  agriculture,  the  area  under  sugar  was  75,744  acres,  an  increase 
of  2,686  acres  over  the  preceding  year.  The  area  under  rice  has 
largely  increased  in  the  past  three  years,  the  estimated  total  being 
50,734  acres  in  1915,  47,037  in  1914,  and  35,600  acres  in  1913.  The 
1916  area  will  greatly  exceed  that  of  last  year.  Extensive  areas  on 
the  Abary,  Mahaicony,  and  Mahaica  Rivers  are  now  under  this  cereal, 
and  the  tendency  is  to  take  up  more  of  the  available  Crown  land  for 
this  purpose. 

On  December  81,  1915,  there  were  in  existence  18  permissions  for 
grazing  cattle  on  the  Rupununi  and  Takutu  savannahs.  Ten  of  these 
were  for  50  square  miles  each,  2  for  42,  and  1  for  2.  The  number  of 
cattle  on  t^ese  ranches  was  estimated  at  12,500.  Cattle  raising  is 
also  successfully  carried  on  on  the  coastal  savannahs,  the  Abary 
Cattle  Banch  Co.  having  more  than  2,000  head  of  all  ages. 

The  royalty  collected  on  balata  during  the  nine  months  amounted 
to  $23,793.  This  industry  suflFered  severely  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  but  had  recovered  by  the  begiimine  of  April,  1915,  and 
bleeding  eperations  were  pursued  during  the  balance  of  the  year  as 
heretofore. 

Mata,  Bubber,  and  Timber  Exports. 

The  quantity  of  balata  exported  during  the  nine  months  was 
1^88,807  pounds,  which  was  41,394  pounds  in  excess  of  the  total 
production  for  the  preceding  12  months. 

Bobber  exports  during  the  nine  months  amounted  to  3,778  pounds, 
against  1,982  pounds  during  the  financial  year  1914-15.  All  was 
collected  from  Hevea  hrasUiensis  trees  on  private  properties.  The 
estimated  area  under  rubber  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  4,687  acres. 

A  large  local  demand  for  green-heart  timber  was  shown  and  good 
prices  were  obtained.  The  quantity  of  timber  of  all  kinds  exported 
was  only  76,437  cubic  feet,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by 
inerdiants  in  obtaining  the  necessary  shipping  facilities  for  convey- 
ing the  timber  Abroad.  The  exports  for  the  preceding  financial  year 
were  176,668  cubic  feet. 
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FOBEION  TBAOE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

deserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  district  olHeea.  BegoMt 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  anmbcr. 

'  The  Bureau  does  not  tumlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslblUty  as  to  tbc  standlag 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Machinerv,  No.  22744. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
man  In  bis  district  Is  In  the  market  for  a  machine  tor  malting  Panama 
hats  from  "  bonbonaja  "  fiber.  A  sample  of  the  fiber  may  be  Inspected  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  80013.) 

Tinfoil,  No.  22745. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that  a  promi- 
nent importing  bouse  in  Ills  district  wishes  to  import  tinfoil  from  thelJnited 
States  as  well  as  secure  the  agency  for  Spain  of  American  manufacturers 
of  that  article.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

Poper^No.  22746. — ^A  manufacturer  of  paper  goods  in  Egypt  desires  quotations 
on  crdpe  paper,  similar  to  sample  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  169.) 

MacMnery,  No.  22747. — ^A  business  man  In  Venezuela  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  of  his  desire  to  receive  catalogues  of  machines  for  hemming 
handkerchiefs.  * 

Piaisava,  No.  22748. — ^An  American  consular  officA:  in  Argentina  transmits  tbe 
name  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  receive  quotations  c  L  f. 
destination,  on  5,000  kilograms  of  plassava,  similar  to  a  sample  which  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Ref^  to  file  No.  80214.) 
The  plassava  must  have  a  length  of  26  and  30  centimeters  (10.34  and  1L81 
inches).  All  shipments  payable  against  drafts  and  documents,  destina- 
tion.   ^Reference.    Corre^)ondence  In  English. 

Stationery,  bookbinders'  supplies,  etc..  No.  22749. — ^Xhe  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  commercial  organization  in  Siberia  which  reports  a  demand  in 
that  district  for  paper,  stationery  and  bookbinders'  supplies  of  all  kinds, 
including  ink,  pencils,  and  erasers,  etc. ;  materials  used  in  the  manufactnre 
of  soap ;  pharmaceutical  products ;  knitted  goods,  hosiery  and  footwear  for 
women  and  children.  Quotations  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination,  and  samples 
where  possible  are  desired.  Tbe  organization  also  recommends  a  man  capa- 
ble of  acting  as  representative  for  American  manufacturers. 

Flower  seeds  and  plants.  No.  22750. — ^A  firm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  Its  desire  to  receive  catalogues  of  flo\ver  seeds  and  living 
plants,  e$t>ecially  roses,  pinks,  and  dahlias  of  all  kinds.  Catalogues  may  be 
In  English  but  Spanish  is  preferred.  Correspondence  In  Portuguese,  If  pos- 
sible. 

Snap  fasteners.  No.  22751. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  firm  in  bis  district  which  is  in  the  market  for  patent 
metal  buttons,  or  snap  fasteners,  sample  of  which  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  80645.) 

Chairs,  No.  22752. — ^The  manager  of  a  motion  picture  agency  In  France  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  for  the  purchase  of  from  1,300  to  1,500 
wooden  or  iron  chairs.  Quotations,  c.  1.  f.  destination,  if  possible,  (cor- 
respondence in  French.    Reference. 

Optical  goods.  No.  22753. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  writes 
that  a  man  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  optical  goods  of  all  descrip- 
tions.   Correspondence  In  English. 

Furniture,  notions,  etc..  No.  22754. — A  wholesale  and  retail  firm  In  Bast  Afirlca 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  receive  catalogues 
showing  bedsteads,  both  wooden  and  metal,  cameras,  novelties  such  as 
combs,  clocks,  hairpins,  mirrors,  etc.,  oilcloth,  rugs,  safety  razors,  window 
trimmings,  and  wrist  watches  selling  from  $1  to  $3. 

WASHINOTON  :  OOVERNMBNT  PBINTtKO  OFTICS :  Ul« 
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FOBECASI  OF  SFiJHISH  OUVE  CBOP. 

(Cablegram  from  the  American  vice  consul  at  Barcelona.]  ' 

No  official  estimate  yet  of  Spanish  olives  and  oil  production,  but 
consensus  of  opinion  of  powers  having  investigated  carefully  ap- 
pears that  harvest  may  yield  35  to  40  per  cent  of  crop  last  year. 
Andalusia  reports  about  one-third  production,  Aragon  60  per  cent. 
Tortosa  35  per  cent.  Present  estimates  subject  to  change  materially 
with  climatic  conditions,  as  fruit  is  still  largely  xmgathered. 


SIZE  "OF  FRENCH  NEWSPAFEBS  BEDIFCED. 

(American  Commercial  Attaehi  C.  W.  A.  Tedltz,  Paris,  Sept.  25.} 

To  help  relieve  the  paper  crisis  from  which  France  has  been  suffer- 
ing for  several  months,  an  important  organization  of  French  news- 
papers known  as  the  "  Groupement  des  Interets  ficonomiques  de  la 
Presse  Quotidienne  Fran(;aise,"  recently  adopted  a  resolution  by 
which  it  was  agreed  that  the  size  of  the  papers  should  be  reduced  by 
one-half  twice  each  week.  The  organization  asked  the  Government, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  to  make  this  arrangement  compulsory  by  law, 
and  to  enforce  it  upon  all  daily  newspapers  throughout  France,  what- 
ever their  present  size  or  price.  The  publisher  of  the  Oeuvre,  one  of 
the  smaller  Paris  dailies,  estimates  that  at  the  present  price  of  news- 
print paper  this  arrangement  will  represent  a  saving  of  1,000,000 
francs  per  month  in  the  expenditures  of  the  newspapers  affected. 
Several  of  the  Paris  papers  and  of  the  provincial  dailies,  however — 
especially  the  evening  papers — for  some  time  have  been  appearing 
with  only  one  sheet  or  two  pages. 


New  Tnrkidi  Import  ajid  Export  Company. 

The  name  of  a  firm  recently  organized  in  Smyrna  to  conduct  a 
general  import  and  export  business,  on  commission  and  for  its  own 
account,  has  been  forwarded  by  Consul  General  George  Horton,  of 
that  Turkish  city,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
•nd  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Rerer 
to  file  No.  80588. 
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HONOEONG'S  BAXTAN-FITKHITFBS  SALES  IN  AUEBICA. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Sept.  11.] 

The  increase  in  the  exports  of  rattan  furniture  from  Hongkong  to 
the  United  States  in  the  past  few  months,  even  beyond  that  large 
vohime  it  had  reached  lust  year  as  comi>ared  with  previous  years,  a 
a  notable  feature  of  the  present  trade  situation.  Normally  the  a)§t 
of  a  rattan  or  sea-grass  cnair  delivered  c.  i.  f.  American  port  is  sub- 
stantially twice  its  cost  in  Hongkong.  With  the  much  higbor 
freight  rates  of  the  past  year  and  a  half  this  addition  to  the  cost  for 
Americans  has  been  doubled  («■  trebled,  and  in  some  instaii^es  quad* 
rupled.  At  the  same  time  the  increase  in  the  exchange  value  of  silver 
has  added  25  per  cent  to  the  original  cost  in  H(mgk<mg,  in  terms  of 
gold,  and  the  price  of  the  rattan  materials  also  has  greatJy  increased. 
In  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks  the  trade  in  the  finishea  furniture, 
as  well  as  in  rattan  and  other  materials,  has  constantly  grown,  and. 
the  demand  for  the  goods  now  seems  greater  than  ever. 

Exports  of  Wood  and  Kutnfaetvet  of  Wood. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  of  wood  and  manufactoree  of 
wood,  of  which  such  goods  form  the  greater  porticm,  advanced  from 
$178,389  in  1914  to  $317,176  in  1915  and  in  spite  of  special  draw- 
backs during  the  earlier  months  of  the  current  3Fe«r  amounted  t« 
$152,375  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year,  compared  witib 
$136,243  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  yc«r.  When 
the  freight  and  other  expenses  of  getting  the  goods  to  the  United 
States  are  added,  the  value  of  the  business  reaches  a  substantial 
figure. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  rattan  and  sea-grass  furniture  now  being 
shipped  to  the  United  States  is  made  to  wder  according  to  designs 
and  specifications  furnished  by  American  importers.  Tiie  prospee- 
tive  purchasers  also  have  been  sending  to  Hongkong  certam  metal 
parts  used  for  strengthening  the  frames.  Mucn  of  the  output  re- 
ceives the  finishing  processes,  including  more  or  less  upholstery,  in 
the  United  States. 
Choapaoss  of  Labor  an  laporUat  Vaotor. 

Some  efforts  have  been  made  to  ship  pieces  of  such  furniture  par- 
tially "knocked  down,"  but  little  success  so  far  has  attended  sodi 
efforts.  The  cheapness  of  labor  here  renders  it  possible  to  diip  f«p- 
niture  in  spite  of  almost  prohibitive  freight  rates,  and  any  material 
deviation  from  the  free  use  of  this  cheap  labor  is  likely  to  be 
fraught  with  difficulties.  Since  ao  large  a  share  of  the  work  here 
is  hand  labor,  too,  it  is  possible  to  vary  designs  and  finishing  in  a 
way  that  is  desirable  in  this  class  of  furniture.  Lower  freight  rates 
would  result  in  giving  a  great  impulse  to  the  industry  in  Hong- 
kong, and  a  large  increase  m  shipments  of  such  goods  to  the  Unit^ 
States,  where  retail  prices  now  ootained  are  so  great  compared  with 
original  costs  here. 

[Aa  article  oo  the  rattan-furniture  industry  at  Hongkong  was  iMibUsIted  ta 
CoMicESCB  Reports  for  Mar.  28,  1916.] 


Burma  exported  2,186  tons  of  tungsten  ore  in  the  first  nine  mootllf 
of  the  current  year,  against  1,520  tons  in  the  like  period  of  1915. 
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I  IHDUSZBIAI  CHEXISTBT  IS  BSITISH  EDUCATION. 

I  [Consul  Augustus  B.  Injn^m,  Bradford,  Bngland,  Sept.  27.] 

I  The  impetus  that  the  war  has  given  to  various  chemical  industries 

I  has  shown  that  in  the  near  future  there  will  be  a  great  demand  for 
I  hjiJJj  trabed  industrial  chemists.  Accordingly  the  Bradford  Tech- 
nical College  has  prepared  a  comprehensive  scheme  to  afford  a  broad 
and  sound  training  for  students  preparing  to  enter  the  chemical  in- 
dustries, especially  dyeing  and  textile  chemistry.  A  pamphlet  issued 
by  the  Bradford  education  committee  gives  particulars  as  to  the 
courses  that  may  be  taken  by  students,  the  fees  that  are  payable,  the 
cost  of  books,  etc.,  and  also  cites  examples  of  appointments  secured 
by  students  of  the  Bradford  Technical  College.  It  states  that  there 
js  likely  to  be  an  increasing  field  in  analytical  work  for  women. 

For  appointment  to  a  position  as  an  industrial  chemist,  a  degree 
in  chemistry  from  some  university,  a  day  diploma  of  one  of  the 
higher  techJaical  colleges,  or  the  associateship  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  is  required. 

Attendanoe,  Cost,  and  Siibjeott  Studied. 

The  day-diploma  course  at  the  Bradford  Technical  College  extends 
over  four  college  sessions,  September  to  July,  and  necessitates  atten- 
dance 5^  days  per  week  throughout  the  session.  The  fees  are  $30.66 
per  term,  or  $81.76  per  session  of  three  terms.  The  average  cost  of 
books,  instruments,  chemical  weights,  etc.,  to  each  student  is  approxi- 
mately $7.30  per  session,  but  is  generally  heavier  during  the  first  year 
than  in  subsequent  sessions.  Several  scholarships  are  available  for 
students  from  the  city  and  surrounding  district,  covering  the  whole 
of  the  college  fees,  and  in  addition  a  grant-in-aid  may  be  awarded  to 
Bradford  students  to  enable  them  to  attend.  The  college  diploma  is 
awarded  to  students  who  have  attended  three  complete  sessions  sub- 
sequent to  the  entrance  examination,  and  who  have  passed  the  college 
examination  in  all  subjects  of  the  diploma  course  taken.  The  sub- 
jects for  the  diploma  in  chemistry  and  dyeing  are:  Inorganic  chem- 
istry, physical  chemistry,  organic  chemistry,  chemistry  of  dyestuffs, 
principled  of  analysis,  technical  analysis,  chemical  calculations,  glass 
ivorking,  analysis  of  dyes  and  fibers,  color  matching,  dyeing  and 
finishing,  structure  of  yams  and  fabrics,  mechanics  as  applied  to 
chemical  industries^  mechanical  drawing,  mathematics,  physics,  prac- 
tical physics,  descriptive  electrical  engineering,  practical  chemistry, 
experimental  dyeing,  practical  dyehouse  work,  etc. 

Work  In  Other  Chemical  Ihdnstrles. 

A  similar  cotirse  has  been  arranged  for  those  who  intend  to  take 
up  work  in  other  chemical  industries  apart  from  the  textile  side, 
such  as  oil  and  soap  works,  metallurgical,  gas  engineering,  etc. 

The  college  possesses  a  practical  dyehouse,  with  full-sized  ma- 
chinery, providing  opportunities  for  large-scale  dyeing,  and  com- 
bined with  this  is  a  finishing  plant  for  completing  the  commercial 
treatment  given  to  cloth.  In  addition  to  facilities  for  special  ex- 
perimental and  research  work,  visits  to  chemical  works,  gas  works, 
sewage  works,  tar  works,  soap  works,  and  dyehouses  are  arranged^ 
80  that  students  have  an  opportunity  to  see  processes  which  have  been 
described  in  lectures  carried  out  on  a  manufacturing  scale.    There 
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are  also  special  cpurses  in  pharmacentieal  chemistry,  a  branch  of 
work  which  is  now  offering  a  continnally  increasing  scope  for  women. 

Appointments  Be«<tve<!  hr  tlie  Students. 

The  following  are  given  as  typical  examples  of  appointments  n<»  . 
held  by  men  who  passed  successfully  through  the  college  during  flie 
past  few.  years :  Research  chemist  in  explosives  factory,  £160  (^79) 
per  annum;  chemist  in  dye  works,  £220  ($1,071)  per  annum;  chemist 
and  assistant  manager.  £220  ($1,071)  per  annum  and  pesceaUgi', 
chemist  in  dye  worls,  £240  ($1,168)  per  annum;  manager  of  dept^ 
ment  in  large  dye  works,  £250  ($1,217)  per  amnun;  chemist  and 
assistant  manager,  £260  ($1,265)  per  annum;  dyer  (abroad),  £3S0 
($1,606)  per  annum ;  inside  manager  of  dye  works,  £500  ($2,433)  pet 
annum ;  manager  of  dye  works,  i^OO  ($2,433)  per  annum  and  per- 
centage. 

In  most  of  these  examples  the  students  on  leaving  the  college  were 
appointed  at  a  salary  varying  from  $7.30  to  $9.73  per  -week,  bat 
their  progress  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  several  of  them  left  tie 
college  within  the  last  five  years. 

KECOKB  JlMERICAV  PTTBCHASES  01*  CBILEAS  WOOL 

[Consul  Darld  J.  T).  Myen,  Pasta  Arenas,  Aag.  81.] 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  available  cargo  space  the  first  ship- 
ment of  the  season's  wool  was  not  made  until  January  10.  For  m 
same  reason,  the  last  shipments  from  the  freezing  works  of  sausage 
casings  and  sheepskins  were  delayed  until  July  8.  During this^wl 
there  were  invoiced  at  the  Punta  Arenas  consulate  for  exportation  to 
the  United  States:  Wool,  unwashed,  9,466  bales,  weighing  5,413,008 
pounds,  valued  at  $2,017,939:  sausage  casings,  670  barrels,  weighing 
147,400  pounds,  valued  at  $91,070;  and  sheepskinsjjried,  3,883  balea 
weighing  2,356,818  pounds,  valued  at  $642^83.  The  total  valne  ot 
these  cargoes  is  $2,751,592— a  sum  that,  although  covering  but  seven 
months,  exceeds  all  previous  records.  There  were  no  shipments  for 
the  United  States  invoiced  at  this  consulate  during  the  calendar  year 
1911;  in  1912  the  declared  exports  were  valued  at  $15,432;  in  1915, 
at  $27,087 ;  in  1914,  at  $20,043 ;  and  in  1915,  at  $1,425,731. 

There  was,  as  stated,  considerable  difficulty  met  with  in  securing 
cargo  space  for  last  season's  products,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
numerous  steamers  en  route  to  the  United  States  called  at  this  port 
with  unfilled  holds.  Such  vessels  were  usually  under  chartw  with 
ores  and  nitrates,  and  consequently  the  master  and  agents  were  not 
interested  in  loading  to  capacity.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  will  not 
occur  with  the  coming  season's  products,  and  that  shipowners  and 
charterers  will  make  arrangements  in  advance  for  filling  any  ^Me 
that  may  be  available  when  the  vessel  reaches  Punta  Arenas. 

Competition  will  be  greater  for  the  coming  season's  clip  than  ew 
before,  so  that  American  buyers  contemplating  a  trip  here' should 
arrive  not  later  than  the  1st  of  December  if  they  desire  to  secure  the 
greatest  benefits  from  being  on  the  ground.  It  is  predicted  that  the 
coming  season's  clip  will  amount  to  about  25,000,000  pounds,  wliib  • 
large  number  of  the  Argentine  ranches  are  also  best  dealt  vito 
through  this  port. 

[A  review  of  the  Chilean  wool  trade  appeared  In  Commebce  Repobts  tet 
Mar.  16, 1916.] 
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FO&EION  XAEIFFS. 

AtrSTRALIA. 
[Board  of  Tradp  .louroal.  8fpt    21. | 
Vtt  of  Term  "  Sardine." 

i\ji  order  issued  by  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs,  under 
date  of  July  13,  1916,  states  that  the  term  "  sardine "'  is  not  a  generic 
expression  which  cmi  lawfully  be  applied  to  any  small  fish  prepared 
and  packed  in  oil  in  tins,  but  can  lawfully  be  applied  only  to  the 
inunature  pilchard.  In  the  case  of  cantiecf  fish  imported  into  Aus- 
tralia on  and  after  March  1,  1917,  the  word  "  sardine  "  may  be  used 
only  as  above  indicated. 

BKAZn. 

[Consul  Oenewl  Alfred  L.  M.  GottRcbalk,  Bio  dc  Jau«iru,  .\uk.  28.] 

Forwarding  of  Samples  by  Parcel  Foit. 

It  should  be  noted  by  American  firms  sending  samples  to  Brazil  by 
Diail  or  parcel  post  that  unless  the  article  is  of  exceedingly  small 
value  and  utterly  vmsalable,  it  is  of  no  use  to  mark  it "  sample  without 
value"  (amostra  sem  valor),  as  it  will  be  subject  to  duty  like  any 
ordinary  shipment  and  will  probably  be  abandoned  by  the  Brazilian 
addressee  unless  he  has  some  particular  interest  in  obtaining  it.  In 
any  case  this  method  of  forwarding  samples  would  prove  highly  in- 
convenient to  him,  for  he  must  go  several  times  to  the  post  office  and 
sometimes  wait  several  hours,  and  is  obliged  to  go  through  certain 
nacessary  formalities  which  requiro  almost  as  many  documents  as 
are  necessary  in  connection  with  a  regular  shipment.  ^VTiere  a  sample 
article  is  mailed  to  a  Brazilian  customer  or  prospective  customer, 
there  is  absolutely  no  way  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  certain  charges, 
and  it  is  but  natural  to  suppose  that  these  fees  will  not  be  cheerfully 
paid  by  persons  who  have  not  requested  that  the  sample  be  sent  them. 

It  would  be  well  for  American  firms  to  abandon  entirely  in  inter- 
national trade  the  traditional  American  process  of  distributing 
samples  indiscriminately  to  persons  whose  names  they  have  ob- 
tained from  some  consulate  or  from  some  printed  trade  list  in  the 
United  States.  They  should  first  enter  into  ^correspondence  with 
the  foreign  firms,  describing  their  articles  and  suggesting  that  they 
will  be  glad  to  send  samples  later,  and  when  the  samples  are  then 
forwarded  they  should  advise  their  correspondent. 
Vorwarding  of  Samples  in  Bnlk. 

Another  way  of  distributing  large  quantities  of  samples  in  Brazil 
is  for  the  exporting  firm  to  consign  them  to  a  customs  broker  (des- 
pachante)  or  other  agent  in  Eio  de  Janeiro,  who  will  clear  the 
shipment,  pay  all  charges,  and  hare  the  various  packages  delivered, 
by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  their  destinations  in  Brazil.  The  Com- 
{unhia  Express©  Federal  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  (Rua  da  Alfandega  48), 
which  has  the  local  agency  of  the  American  Express  Company, 
Adams  Express  Company,  and  Wells  Fargo  Express  Company, 
will  undertake  contracts  oi  this  kind  and  is  reported  to  render  satis- 
factory service. 

[A  notice  regarding  the  forwarding  of  samples  to  Argeiitinu  by, 
parcel  post  was  publi^ed  in  Commrrce  Rbporto  for  Aug.  1,  1916.] 
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cans. 

[Consul  General  Ii.  J.  Kenna,  Valparaiso,  Aug.  7.] 

labeling  of  Pharmacentioal  Prodnots. 

According  to  the  new  customs  tariff  of  Chile,  drugs  and  phar- 
maceutical products  must  have  their  formulas  printed  on  the  label 
under  penalty  of  payment  of  double  import  auty  (see  Comkeroe 
Eepokts  for  May  29,  1916).  Failure  to  observe  this  requirement 
has  caused  the  detention  of  many  consignments  by  the  cu^ms  offi- 
cials, resulting  in  a  shortage  of  such  products  in  the  Chilean  market- 
The  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  August  5,  1916,  accordingly  passed  a 
law  authorizing  the  admission  of  preparations  not  complying  with 
the  new  regulations  for  a  period  oi  six  months, 

(According  to  a  later  report  a  law  was  passed  on  Au^.  31,  postponing  until 
Jan.  1,  1917,  the  application  of  the  tariff  provision  regarding  the  printing  of 
formulas  of  imported  drugs  and  ptiarmaceuttcal  products.] 

OAVADA. 

[Appraiser's  Bulletin  No.  1385,  July  19.]      , 

Ua1>iUt]r  of  0«rUlB  Olait  to  Bomplng  Bnty. 

According  to  a  ruling  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs,  rough- 
rolled  wired  glass  and  plain  sheet  window  glass  are  held  to  be  articles 
of  a  class  or  kind  made  in  Canada,  and,  as  sudi,  are  liable  to  dump- 
ing duty  if  consignments  are  invoiced  to  Canadian  importers  at  a 
price  less  (by  more  than  5  per  cent)  than  the  fair  market  price  in  the 
country  of  exijortation.  Plain  ribbed  or  plain  rough-rolled  glass  are, 
however,  considered  at  present  to  be  of  a  kind  not  produced  in  com- 
mercial quantities  in  Canada  and  are  consequently  not  subject  to 
dumping  duty. 

[The  Canadian  antidumping  regulations  are  set  forth  in  detail  In  TarliT 
Series  No.  24  (Consular  Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries,  Canada,  and  latia 
America),  copies  of  which  are  for  sale  for  10  cents  each  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Washingtcm,  or  at  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

POBTTTOAI. 

Commerolol  Treaty  with  Orcat  Britain. 

The  Portuguese  Diario  do  Governo  for  August  28,  1916,  publi^es 
the  text  of  the  commercial  treaty  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain 
which  came  into  effect  September  23,  1916.  Under  this  agreement 
the  conventional  rates  of  the  Portuguese  customs  tariff  are  extended 
to  articles  imported  into  Portugal  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
increased  British  competition  in  the  Portuguese  market  is  now  to  be 
expected  in  the  case  of  certain  important  prodycts,  including  motor 
%'ehicles  and  tires,  pharmaceutical  products,  agricultural  impkonente, 
artisans'  tools,  etc.  Imports  from  the  United  States  have  for  soaie 
years  been  admitted  into  Portugal  at  the  lower  rates. 

SWITZEBXANS. 
(BecueU  des  Lola  Snlssea,  Sept.  &] 
Marking  of  Gold  and  Silver  Articles. 

A  decree  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Council  of  September  8,  1916,  in 
effect  October  1,  provides  that  the  words  "gold"  and  "nlver,"  «f 
their  abbreviations  or  equivalents  in  any  language,  shall  not  be  used 
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on  jewelry  of  any  kind,  including  watches,  without  a  further  state- 
ment of  fineness,  unless  the  articles  are  made  of  gold  of  at  least  14 
ksrats  (0.583  fine),  or  of  silver  at  least  0.800  fine.  Watchcases  bear- 
ing the  word  "gold"  or  " silver,''  without  aualificatlon,  are  subject  to 
official  inspection,  and  jewelry  and  similar  articles  bearing  these 
words  without  a_statement  as  to  fineness  should  bear  the  mark  of  the 
manufacturer  or  dealer. 


HEW  LAW  ENCOTmAGES  OEBHAN  TOBACCO  INDUSTBT. 
[Consul  Alfred  W.  Donegan,  Magdeburg,  Sept  T.I 

Tlie  law  of  July  1,  1916,  incre^ing  the  domestic  tax  and  import 
duty  on  tobacco,  not  only  has  for  its  object  the  production  of  a  laiger 
revenue  but  is  also  intended  to  act  as  a  direct  inducement  to  a  greater 
tobacco  cultivation  in  Germany.  The  old  law  of  July  15, 1909,  failed 
to  provide  the  intended  protection  in  sufficient  measure  to  affect  the 
domestic  cultivation  of  tobacco  favorably.  The  share  of  the  total 
tobacco  consumption  furnished  by  the  domestic  production  actually 
decreased  from  26  per  cent  in  1906-1909  to  24  per  cent  in  the  years 
following.  Average  prices  for  domestic  raw  tobacco  also  failed  to 
advance,  except  in  1910  when  a  temporary  rise  occured. 

The  new  law  provides  an  increase  in  the  internal  tax  on  leaf  tobacco 
of  domestic  production  from  28.50  nuirks  to  35  marks  per  German 
hundredweight  ($6.15  to  $7.56  per  100  pounds)  and  an  increase  in  the 
import  duty  on  foreign  leaf  tobacco  from  42.50  marks  to  65  marks  per 
(iernian  hundredweight  ($9.17  to  $14.03  per  100  pounds),  plus  an 
ad  valorem  duty  which  is  increased  from  40  per  cent  to  65  per  cent. 
The  additional  burden  represents  in  round  figures  one-fourth  of  the 
former  tax  on  domestic  tobacco  and  three-fourths  of  the  old  tax  and 
duty  on  imported  tobacco.  Far  greater  protection  is  thus  afforded 
the'domestic  industry  by  the  new  law  than  was  the  case  under  the  old 
law. 

In  German  tobacco-growing  circles  it  is  now  assumed  that,  m  view 
of  the  present  extraordinarily  high  prices  for  over-sea  tobacco,  the 
German  cigar  industry  will  be  inclined  to  use  domestic  tobacco  to  a 
gi-eatly  increased  extent,  and  that  the  heavier  demand  will  necessarily 
cause  an  advance  in  the  price  of  domestic  tobacco.  Herein  lies  a 
strong  inducement  for  farmers  to  expand  the  cultivation  of  tobacco 
in  Germany,  especially  as  the  product  has  proven  a  valuable  link  in 
crop  rotation.  The  intent  of  the  law  in  this  respect  will  therefore 
probably  be  accomplished. 


DTCBEASEl)  BICASAGUAN  DIFOSTS  FOB  HALF  YEAR. 

[Consul  John  A.  Gamon,  Corlnto,  Sept  25.] 

The  duties  collected  on  merchandise  imported  into  Nicaragua  dur- 
bg  the  first  half  of  1916  amounted  to  $425,410,  as  against  $313,515 
for  the  like  period  of  1915.  The  Nicaraguan  customs  service  uses  27 
as  the  figure  expressing  the  ratio  between  its  collections  and  the  value 
of  the  dutiable  and  nondutiable  imports.  On  this  basis  the  import 
trade  of  the  Bepublic  during  January-June  of  the  current  year 
unounted  to  $1,575,600,  contrasted  with  a  total  of  $1,161,165  for  the 
corresponding  months  of  1915. 
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BETAIL  OST-OOODS  TBASE  OF  BRAZIL 

[CoDsnl  General  Alfred  L.  Horean  GottschaUs,  Bio  4e  ^aneiro.I 

The  Brazilian  trade  may  be  said  to  have  drawn  ahnost  exclusively 
upon  Paris  in  the  past  for  its  finer  dry  goods,  lingerie,  and  "  confec- 
tions." This  applies  to  the  better-class  shops ;  those  that  cater  to  a  pop- 
ular and  cheaper  trade  have  naturally  handled,  besides,  a  great  deal  of 
other  merchandise,  much  of  it  German  and  Austrian.  In  an  inter- 
esting interview  with  the  proprietors  of  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
known  of  the  higher-grade  shops  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  following 
information  was  obtained.  It  is  interesting  because  it  is  typical  of 
the  situation  in  the  best  class  of  retail  shops,  not  only  in  Brazil,  but 
throughout  Latin  America. 

The  house  caters  exclusively  to  women  of  the  aristocratic  and 
wealthy  classes.  It  deals  in  dry  goods,  lingerie,  bonnets,  "  confec- 
tionSj"  tailor-made  suits,  gloves,  veils,  laces,  mesh  purses,  and 
"  notions  "  generally.  Each  of  these  departments  is  under  a  SKiUfnl 
forewoman,  usually  a  Frenchwoman  who  has  had  training  in  a  good 
Paris  shop  of  the  same  class.  The  house  finds  it  difficult  to  add  to 
its  line  and  has  recently  had  an  experience  with  women's  boots  and 
shoes,  where  it  found  that  its  average  feminine  cugtomer  clung  to  her 
own  bootmaker,  even  though  she  had  abandoned  her  former  milliner 
and  tailor  to  give  her  custom  to  this  large  department  store. 
Novelty  the  Pirst  Kegnlslte — ^Private  Salon  Trade. 

The  woman  of  the  wealthier  classes  has  usually  traveled  much  in 
Europe  and  is  ready  to  spend  proportionately  more  money  than  her 
sisters  of  other  nations  would  for  the  same  article.  She  is  sensitive 
about  purchasing  anything  that  has  been  for  more  than  a  week  or 
two  on  exhibition  in  the  window,  and  she  is  proportionately  proud 
to  be  able  to  seize  upon  some  model  that  has  "]UBt  arrived  by  the 
last  ship."  Under  these  circumstances  the  shop  is  obligc-d  to  charge 
high  prices,  since  it  finds  that  it  has  to  suffer  a  heavy  loss  in  the 
class  of  goods  whose  novelty  has  begun  to  wear  off. 

One  or  two  of  the  larger  shops  of  Bio  de  Janeiro  have  contem- 
plated opening  smaller  shops,  under  other  names,  in  quarters  of 
the  city  removed  from  the  main  shopping  thoroughfare,  in  tlM  hope 
of  finding  there  an  outlet  for  those  goodk  Uuit,  though  of  excellent 
quality  and  style,  have  palled  on  tlie  public  eye  ia  their  principal 
store  on  the  avenida.  For  some  reason  or  other,  however,  the  major- 
ity of  the  larger  shops  here  find  it  preferable,  wh«i  merdiandise  has 
once  lost  its  first  attraction  to  the  fashionable  trade,  to  remove 
their  firm  label  from  the  article  and  to  sell  it  at  a  reduced  price  to 
persons  who  make  a  business  of  traveling  through  the  large  towns  of 
the  interior,  where  they  sell  such  goods  as  being  of  the  latest  mode 
abroad  and  at  very  high  prices. 

Much  individual  trade  in  women's  fashionable  millinery,  dry 
goods,  etc.,  is  still  done  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  clever  women,  wIk) 
make  two  or  three  trips  a  year  to  Paris  and,  returning  to  Bio  de 
Janeiro,  take  rooms  at  some  smart  hotel  and  cater  to  a  private 
clientele  without  being  subjected  to  the  usual  retail  licenses.  Such 
women,  popularly  known  here  from  their  frequent  goings  and  com- 
ing as  "andorinhas"  (i.  e.,  swallows),  cater  to  the  very  wealthiest 
and  most  fashionable  classes,  and  they  have  repeatedly  aroused  the 
protests  of  merchants  and  commercial  associations. 
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Opening  for  Vwrth  AaeilMii  Wares. 

Eetumiiig  to  the  Bio  de  Janeiro  house  first  mentioned,  it  is  par- 
ticularly interesting  to  note  that  its  business  since  1914  has  prac- 
tically doubled.  This  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  wealtiiy  Brazil- 
ians who  used  to  live  in  Paris  or  some  other  European  capital  and 
rd  their  incomes  there,  and  who,  owing  to  the  European  war  and 
increased  taxation  abroad,  have  now  returned  to  their  native 
land.    (The  same  is  true  of  most  of  the  countries  of  Latin  America.) 

This  firm,  like  most  of  its  class  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  dealt  almo^ 
exclusively  with  Paris  and  is  feeling  severely  the  strain  of  not  being 
able  to  have  orders  promptly  or  fully  executed,  owing  to  the  nat^ 
orally  disturbed  condition  of  French  manufacturing.  It  would  be 
glad  to  deal  with  the  United  States  because  of  the  steadier  supply 
and  the  nearer  market.  The  firm  has  had  some  dealings  with  thiie 
United  States  in  women's  silk  stockings  and  has  not  been  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  quality  of  the  goods.  It  appears  that  several  large  lots 
were  found  to  be  of  poor  quality,  the  fabric  breaking  under  slight 
strain,  but  it  admits  that  this  may  have  been  an  acci<Mnt  and  is  not 
at  all  unwilling  to  sound  the  North  American  market  further. 

The  members  of  the  firm  state,  however,  that  they  can  not  change 
the  popular  taste  here,  which  is  inclined  to  fav6r  French  styles,  and 
they  seem  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  particular  chic  and 
smartness  which  the  term  "Parisian"  implies  m  South  America 
would  be  forthcoming  from  the  United  States.  They  are  quite  posi- 
tive, however,  in  their  statement  that  if  the  New  York  market  could 
suit  them  in  regard  to  (1)  quality,  (2)  good  taste  and  variety,  and 
(3)  price  and  credit  terms  they  would  be  able  to  deal  very  exten- 
sively. I  am  told  that  this  firm's  orders  to  Paris  amount  to  some- 
thing like  1,000,000  francs  ($193,000  United  States  currency)  a 
year,  and  that  it  deals  through  a  commission  house  there  which  acts 
as  its  buying  agent 

8HIPFZBS  WABNEB  HOT  TO  USE  HAOAZIFES  IN  FACEINO. 

(CoDCOl  Arthnr  Garrels,  AlezaadHa,  Eorpt  Sept.  27.] 

The  Alexandria  &  Ramleh  Railway  Co.  (Ltd.)  calls  attention  to 
the  inconvenience  that  may  result  from  possible  delay  in  withdraw- 
ing goods  from  the  local  customs,  on  account  of  the  presence  in  cases 
containing  merchandise  of  illustrated  newspapers  and  magazines 
used  as  packing  material.  American  exporters  should  be  warned 
against  using  piinted  matter  of  any  nature  in  packing  merchandise 
intended  for  belligerent  countries.  An  ulterior  motive  is  always 
snspected  when  uncensored  printed  matter  comee  to  a  belligerent 
country  dirough  channels  other  than  the  public  post. 

0mCE8  OF  THE  BUBEATT  OF  FOftEIOlT  AlTD  BOMESTIC  COMHEECE. 


DI8TBICT  OFnCSS. 

nw  TOSS:  Bona  4M,  Coatomhonie. 

Mnwi:  IMl  CBtMik*M<. 

CBUeO:  M4  F*««TaI  BmlWae. 

tt. immi  iM  mt4  II«Ums1  Saak  BolUlBV. 

inUTAi  «ai  PMt  eaee  Balldlif. 

nw  OnKiKS:  ISeO  HlkcnU*  Bank  BaHAIag. 

UX  niXOSCOi  a07  Cn<t«aUoiuc. 

BUnU:  848  Hearj  BaUdlBC 


COOPEKATITE  orncES. 

CLETELAKD:  Clumber  of  Commfree. 
CIKCIiraiTI:  Chuaber  of  eammeK*. 
aKCIXNlTIi  C  H.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
LOS  ANCKLE8:  Chjunber  of  Oo«a«ree. 
PHILADELPHIl !  Cli*Bib«r  of  ComoMree. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Sooth  AmcrlesB  Afeot,  Soalk- 

tm  Bt.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEfl.t  Ckmmbcr  of  Commeret. 
DATTON:  flr«it«r  Dartoa  Ano«UtlOB. 
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ECTTAOOB  mCBEASES  EXPOBTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Vice  Consul  James  H.  Both,  QuayaqaU.  Oct.  2.] 

The  recor(l.s  of  tlie  Guayaquil  consulate  show  that  the  value  of 
Eouadoi-iiin  products  shipped  from  this  port  to  the  United  States 
during  the  (jnarter  ended  September  30,  1916,  exceeded  that  of  any 
corresponding  quarter  in  previous  years.-  The  exports  during  the 
past  five  vears  for  this  quarter  have  been :  In  1912,  $583,839 ;  1913, 
$1,139,738;  1914,  $1,016,009;  1915,  $1,164,655;  1916,  $2,552,979. 

The  gain  has  been  largely  in  shipments  of  caCao,  which  is  the 
principal  article  of  export  and  is  considered  the  country's  chief 
source  of  wealth.  The  values- of  these  shipments  for  the  five  years 
were:  In  1912,  $184,911;  1913,  $952,718;  1914,  $761,441;  1915,  $871,- 
771 ;  1916,  $2,079,329. 

Contract  Hade  by  Large  Aiii«rieaii  Firm. 

A  contract  recently  made  by  a  large  American  fii*m  to  handle  the 
product  of  the  Asociacion  de  Agricultores,  the  largest  factor  in  the 
market  to-day,  accounts  for  this  increase.  Most  of  the  shipments  are 
now  going  to  the  United  States,  whereas  they  formerly  went  to  Ger- 
many and  the  United  Kingdom.  Within  the  next  week  or  so  another 
shipment  amoimting  to  more  than  $1,000,000  will  go  forward  to  the 
United  States.  A  special  ship  has  been  cliartered  to  come  here  for 
the  cacao. 

Exports  of  other  commodities  for  the  corresponding  quarters  were ; 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

19IC 

SIS.SM 
29.839 

t63,I96 
5.604 

$129,835 
120,730 

1113,569 
6S,45S 

HldM 

148,864 

During  the  past  nine  months  the  total  shipments  from  Guayaquil 
to  the  ITnited  States  amounted  to  $5,349,034,  whereas  the  total  ship- 
ments for  the  calendar  year  1915  amounted  to  $5,598,022,  so  that 
the  total  for  1916  will  exceed  that  for  1915  by  a  considerable  amount, 
as  there  are  three  months  of  this  year  remaming. 


Irish  Hay  Crop. 

Under  date  of  October  2  Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  of  Belfast,  reports 
that  official  estimates  of  the  1916  hay  crop  of  Ireland  place  tiie 
yield  at:  First-year  hay,  1,077,580  tons  from  496,186  acres;  second 
and  third  year  hay,  751,075  tons  from  374,080  acres;  permanent 
meadow,  3,496,777  tons  of  hay  from  1,535,981  acres.  In  1915  the 
figures  were:  First-year  hay,  1,010,854  tons  from  525,890  acres; 
second  and  third  year  hay,  684,606  tons  from  382,968  acres;  perma- 
nent meadow,  3,401,312  tons  from  1,587,071  acres. 


A  dealer  in  Lyon,  France,  has  informed  Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  who 
placed  him  in  touch  with  an  American  exporter  of  low-priced  type- 
writers, that  he  has  concluded  negotiations  for  an  initial  supply,  and 
that  if  these  first  machines  prove  satisfactory  lip  will  probably  order 
others  at  intervals. 
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THIS  YEAB'S  VIITEAOE  IH  POBTTTaAL. 

[Coamil  atneral  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  Sept.  27.] 

Portuguese  wine  growers  and  exporters  have  had  unprecedented 
prosperity  daring  the  last  two  years,  due  principally  to  the  increased 
demand  for  their  wines  in  England  and  France.  Official  figures  for 
Ae  exportation  of  white,  red,  and  port  wines  in  the  first  three  months 
of  this  year  compared  with  the  like  period  in  1915  are  as  follows : 


Kind  ol  wine. 

1915 

1916 

Increase. 

WWUi 

r8,3to 

802.193 
838,114 

tt77,2S8 
1.342.433 
1,489,007 

tioi.m 

B«L 

840.241 

Kt. ::::::::;;::....::..::.:::;.:.......:;.:;...:::.:: 

660.883 

ToW 

1,416,686 

3,008,728 

1,503.033 

The  gain  shown  is  due  to  a  rise  in  price  and  also  to  an  increase 
in  the  volume  exported. 
Comlu  Ageat  Bevlewa  K«w>Or*f  Ovtlock. 

At  the  request  of  the  Lisbon  consulate  general  Bicardo  Spratley, 
American  consular  agent  at  Oporto,  has  submitted  the  following 
interesting  report  on  &is  year's  vintage  in  Portugal: 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  forecast  this  year's  vintage  in  the  North 
of  Portugal.  There  has  been  no  excessive  heat  of  late,  yet  the 
weather  has  been  very  dry  for  weeks,  making  the  grape  rather  tough, 
bat  richly  saccharina  One  or  two  days  of  rain  during  this  or  next 
week  would  materially  alter  results. 

Taking  the  whole  of  Portugal,  it  is  expected  that  the  yield  will  bo 
about  1,000,000  hectoliters    (26,417,000  gallons)   above  last  year's 
returns,  making  it  one  of  the  largest  crops  on  record.    Last  year 
there  was  an  increase  of  over  half  a  million  hectoliters  in  the  wine 
produced  in  the  northern  districts,  but  this  was  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  a  falling  off  of  the  southern  wines,  showing  a  final 
diminution  of  1,355,M0  hectoliter,  or  35,812,000  ^Ilons,  for  the 
whole  of  Portugal.    This  is  seen  from  the  following  comparative 
table,  the  figures  of  which  are  unofficial  but  carefully  compiled  by  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  wine.    If  the  data  relating  to  the  first 
eight  districts — ^i.  e.,  the  northern  ones  as  far  as  Aveiro — only  are  con- 
sidered, one  notes  a  production  of  37,518,020  gallons  in  1915,  com- 
pared with  22j278,815  gallons  in  1914,  but  the  southern  wines  (south 
of  Aveiro    district)    were    reduced    from    103.732,870    gallcms    to 
52,681,665  gallons,  or  a  drop  of  51.051,205  gallons. 


Districts. 

1«4 

1915 

Districts. 

1914 

I9I5 

VSkReaL 

OaOmr. 
1,105.110 
381.460 
6.086. 326 
1.083.438 
8.327.S38 
3.337.380 
1,788.960 
2.248,610 

OaHont. 
3,604,835 
1.160.725 
8,308.360 
1.666.00O 
11,347.460 
4.687.440 
4,034.675 
2,834,546 

Cotanbra. 

OcQMm. 

3,053,130 

4.395.795 

16.664.935 

73,687.710 

2,869.960 

l.a90.9«0 

403.696 

2,884,740 

Oatlona. 
1,481,916 

Bnganea 

Lelrla 

2.208.466 

rSa. ;:;:;. 

7.830,015 

36,098.890 

1,240  280 

Ooirt*. 

Lisboa 

VkmsdoCksteUa 

Bnca. 

B«JB 

1,728,730 
247,265 

ft*...      ::::.. 

*»ii«........: :..:;. 

Fiix> 

1,468,790 

Total.sotttbera  dis- 
tricts  

TMiLiiartlienidis- 

22,278,816 

37,518,020 

108.732,870 

62,6n.666 

Qrand  total 

<*»Wlo  Bnnco. 

243,035 

377,235 

126,011,686 

00,199,685 
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Production  by  Principal  Olatslflcfttlon. 

The  above  figures  represent,  respectively,  the  highest  and  the  lowest 
vintages  since  t9ip,  taking  the  whole  of  Portugal.  The  quantity  of 
each  of  the  four  chief  grades  of  wine  produced  in  these  two 
years  was: 


Classtfioatloa 


1914 


ins 


Oenerosos  (full-bodied) 

Verdes  (green) 

Uaduros  (ripe) 

Alcoolicoe  (ouxr  alooboUc).. 

Total 


OaOaiu. 

7,678.530 
14.002.285 
85.944.600 

7,788.270 


OsDoiU. 
14,«l].n« 
22.904.105 

48.789.120 
3,802.  UO 


130.011,685 


90,199,«SS 


Prices  ITnsettled — Brandy  Sitnation. 

As  to  the  vintage  that  is  about  to  begin  the  general  consensus  of 
opinion  seems  to  be : 

In  the  Douro  Valley  the  state  of  the  vines  is  altogether  satisfac- 
tory, and  the  crop  will  be  still  larger  than  last  year's  and  of  superior 
quality.  In  Minho  Province  the  raw  green  wine  will  be  some- 
what inferior  to  last  year's  and  the  quantity  less.  The  gathering 
of  the  grapes  has  been  started  in  some  places,  out,  generally  speaking, 
the  vintage  will  "  open  "  October  2  to  5,  while  in  vineyards  less  ex- 
posed to  the  sun  the  date  will  be  as  late  as  October  15  to  20. 

Prices  are  unsettled  so  far,  especially  for  celebrated  "quintas" 
(vineyards),  excepting  those  which  have  permanent  contracts  with 
shippers.  An  average  increase  of  30  per  cent  above  last  year's 
quotations  is  noted. 

The  rise  in  brandy  prices  has  been  unprecedented.  Quoted  in 
July,  1915,  at  $49  a  pipe,  it  went  up  to  $112  after  last  year's  vintage 
and  is  at  present  sold  at  the  record  figure  of  $235  and  $238.  Some 
brandy  made  of  Douro  wine  has  even  reached  $280  a  pipe.  These 
high  prices  will  have  the  effect  of  restricting  to  one-third  of  the 
usual  quantity  the  wine  treated  for  port;  the  remaining  two-thirds 
will  be  kept  as  ordinai-y  table  wine,  or  vinho  commum,  especially  as 
tliere  is  a  sure  market  to  be  found  for  it  in  France. 


NEW  CHABT  COVEBS  PABT  OF  CAIIFOBNIA  COAST  LDTE. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  has  announced  the  publication  by 
the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  a  new  chart  No. 
5102,  San  Diego  to  Point  Firmin,  Cal.,  mercator  projection,  average 
scale  a-;\go  (.0.Z2  inch  to  the  natural  mile),  dimensions  30 i  by 
40}  inches;  price  50  cents. 

This  chart,  which  replaces  No.  5100,  includes  a  very  important 
stretch  of  coast  line  of  the  State  of  California,  and  equally  important 
water  area.  Within  its  limits  are  the  harbors  of  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Diego,  and  offshore  are  shown  the  islands  of  Santa  Barbara, 
Santa  Catalina,  and  San  Clemente. 

The  route  of  vessels  from  ports  north  of  Point  Conception  to 
Central  and  South  America  pas,se.s  near  C'ortez  Bank,  which  is  de- 
lineated in  the  southwest  coi-ner  of  the  chart. 
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ITEW-SEASOH  OSENOBIE  WAINITTS. 

[Vk«  Consul  Thonuui  W.  Muiton,  Grenoble,  Franc*,  Sept.  15.] 

.  The  yield  of  Grenoble  walnats  will  doubtless  be  large  this  year,  as 
the  weather  was  favorable  throughout  the  season,  with  the  exception 
of  ao  exceedingly  hot  and  dry  spell  the  latter  part  of  July.  The  heat 
tt  tiaa  time  was  intense  enough  to  cause  many  trees  to  lose  their 
leaves,  particularly  at  the  top,  and  all  ripening  fruit  left  thus  ex- 
posed to  the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun  naturally  suffered  to  some 
extent  and  when  harvested  may  be^  found  to  be  wormy  or  imperfectly 
developed,  with  the  kernels  more  or  less  shriveled. 

Thunderstorms  having  been  less  frequent  than  usual  this  year,  the 
damage  caused  by  hail  Has  not  been  great  and  was  confined,  as  con- 
cerns the  Grenoble  district,  to  a  few  scattered  localities.  In  any  case, 
the  opinion  is  that  the  loss  occasioned  thereby  will  not  much  affect 
the  total  output,  which  for  the  whole  of  France  is  computed  at  27,000 
to  28,000  tons  of  all  varieties  (both  wild  and  cultivated).  Of  this 
quantity  the  country  around  Grenoble  is  expected  to  furnish  some 
5,000  tons,  all  kinds  common  to  the  region  being  taken  into  account — 
Ma^ettes  probably  amoimting  to  2,500  tons,  Franquettes  to  300  tons, 
Parisiens  to  200  tons,  and  Cnabertes  (small,  for  cracking) ,  to  2,000 
tons.  The  first  three  of  these  are  table  nuts.  Judging  from  appear- 
ances, Mayettes,  or  "  Grenoble"  walnuts,  will  not  Be  so  large  as  last 
year's,  but  by  way  of  compensation  it  is  anticipated  that  the  current 
season's  production  will  be  more  regular  in  size  and  of  equally  good 
aspect 

Meti  tad  Vrelghts. 

The  crop  is  now  nearing  maturity  and  should  be  ready  for  harvest- 
ing about  September  25,  or  a  few  daj^s  earlier  than  usual.  For  va- 
rious reasons  first  shipments  to  the  United  States  will  not  be  ad- 
vanced in  any  way  on  this  account.  As  is  customary  every  year, 
a  few  hundred  bags  of  Mayettes,  imperfectly  dried  and  prepared, 
will  be  shipped  about  October  15,  to  reach  Ajnerica  in  time  for  the 
Thanksgiving  trade.    These  shipments  rarelv  give  satisfaction. 

Buying  has  already  begun  on  the  market  here,  and  operations  for 
forward  delivery  have  b^n  quite  brisk  of  late  for  both  nuts  in  the 
shell  and  shelled  halves.  Between  2,000  and  3,000  bags  of  unshelled 
nuts  have  been  contracted  for  at  prices  ranging  from  125  to  140 
francs  per  100  kilos  ($10.95  to  $12.25  per  100  pounds)  for  October- 
November  shipment,  and  several  hundred  cases  of  the  shelled  meats 
(November-December-January,  shipment)  at  340  to  355  francs  per 
100  kilos  ($29.76  to  $31.10  per  100  pounds),  in  cases  of  25  kilos  (55 
pounds)  each.  Freights  from  Marseille,  to  New  York  per  100  kilos 
•re  quoted  at  85  francs  for  bags  of  50  kilos,  aiid  66  francs  fSr  cases 
•>'  25  kilos  (respectively  equivalent  to  $7.45  and  $5.75  per  100 
F^iuids),  without  guaranty  by  shipping  companies  as  to  date  of  em- 
barkation. It  is  thus  possible  that,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  there 
JiU  be  delays  in  the  forwarding  of  goods  sold  for  delivery  at  a 
n^d  date. 

*?e  prices  paid  for  this  year's  Walnuts  are  the  highest  ever  yet 
}*<*jved  at  the  beginning  of  a  seastm,  and,  in  view  of  the  large  crop 
"*  *^f  ance,  they  would  seem  to  denote  that  an  element  of  speculation 
pervades  the  market.    Dealers  here,  it  is  true,  are  discounting  the 
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repo'i-t  of  diminished  crops  in  California,  and  many  refuse  to  sell 
even  at  present  rates  in  the  hope  of  realizmg  better  ones  later.  Ac- 
cording to  information  at  hand  Bordeaux  shippers  are  also  ma'm- 
taining  high  prices,  numerous  sales  being  reported  on  a  parity  with 
the  figures  quoted  above.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  after  the 
crops  have  been  harvested  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
season's  production  bstter  known,  some  change  will  take  place  in 
market  conditions. 


AMEBICAN  CONSULAA  OITICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


NanM, 


Fost. 


tlOD  of 

venue. 


Addieai. 


Filce,  WOUunJ 

Graoey,  WUbur  T . . . . 
Donskuon,  Chester. . . 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Qismbertln,  George  B 
Spohr,  Herman  L.a... 

Winslow,  Edvard  D. . 

Uorgsn,  Henry  H ...., 

Watson,  John  I.  C... 
Albert,  Talbot  J 


St.  0«II,  Swltiortand.. 

SevUle,  Spain , 

Port    LtnuHi,    Costa 

RIcs. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 


ugary, 

BOA. 

iTideo,  Uruguay. 


Nov.  1 
Oct.  30 
Nov.  25 

Not.  18 


Geotntomi,  GoUna 
Itontev" 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 

Bamborg,  Germany . 

St.  Pierre.  IClquann.. 
Hanover,  Germany .. 


Dec.   11 


Dee.     1 


Dee.  25 
..do... 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 

Do. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saogartles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 

Customhouse^ew  York  City. 
C/o  District  OtDoe,  Bureau  of  Foieign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  ChlcagD,  Ul. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel.  Porty.seoond 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  CUT. 
DepHTtment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 


<  Owtaig  to  the  late  arrival  of  Mr.  Snahr  in  this  country,  his  conferences  In  New  York  with  tbcea  Inter- 
ested Inthe  Uruguayan  trade  wIU  be  held  from  October  22  to  November  L 


AHEBICAN  nrOTTIBIES  FOB  CHUTESE  TWISTED  CORD. 

[Consul  Oeneral  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Sept.  18.] 

American  interest  has  been  shown  recently  in  the  cheap  twisted 
cord  made  of  native  fibers  that  is  commonly  used  by  the  Chinese  in 
sewing  up  matting  on  bales  of  reed  and  similar  products.  Several 
inquiries  regarding  prices,  samples,  and  the  possibility  of  shipments 
to  the  United  States  have  been  received  in  Hongkong. 

The  industry  has  promising  features.  The  cord  is  manufactured 
near  Canton,  usually  m  two  qualities.  These  are  known  in  the  Hong- 
kong market  as  No.  1  and  No.  2  grades,  and  are  now  quoted  at  $12.75 
and  $11.60  gold,  respectively,  per  picul  of  133  J  pounds  c.  i.  f.  San 
Francisco.    The  cord  may  be  obtained  in  lengths  up  to  60  yards. 

[Samples  of  the  two  grades  of  oord  may  be  inspected  nt  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign 
nnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81270.1 


The  United  States  Greological  Survey  has  available  for  distribution 
its  annual  statement  on  quicksilver  in  1915.  The  output  in  the 
United  States  during  the  year  is  given  as  21,088  fiaeks  of  76  pounds 
each,  valued  at  $1,826,912. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOTESmCEFr  8TTPPIIE8  AND  CONSTBITCTION. 

{Correspondence  sboold  be  direct  witb  tbe  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  where  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  eases  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  to»  short  to  permit  flrms  to  submit  tenders,  tnoy 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  matllnx  Usla  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  callloe  for 
tntnre  supplies  or  worl  of  a  similar  natore,] 

Vavy  Department  auppliea.  No.  8709. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bareau  of  Supplies  and  Acconnts,  Navy  EXepartment,  Washington,  D.  O., 
to  which  bareaa  firma  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  289.  j-inch 
to  i-inch  spark  plugs;  schedule  290,  rubber  boots,  red,  white,  and  blue 
watch  mark  braid,  whisk  brooms,  fiber  brushes,  shoe  brushes  (brushes  and 
daubers),  27  ligne  white  bone  buttons,  large  rubber  buttons,  watch  caps, 
comlis,  chief  petty  officers'  cap  devices,  gromraets,  jackknives.  Jerseys,  silk 
handkerchiefs,  needles,  cap  ribbons,  gymnasium  shoes,  lOU-yard  spools 
sewing  silk,  black  cotton  socks,  woolen  socks,  white  cotton  thread,  Turkish 
bath  towels,  and  llgbt  cotton  undershirts;  schedule  291,  all-metal  wagon 
portable  loaders ;  schedule  292,  railroad  special  tee  crossing,  railroad  frogs 
and  switches,  rails,  and  railroad  spikes ;  schedule  203,  automobile  ambu- 
lance ;  schedule  294,  220  V.  A.  G.  motors ;  schedule  295,  paint  drier,  Venetian 
red  in  oil,  sol  ammoniac,  tallow,  and  whiting;  schedule  296,  8-ply  cotton 
machine  thread.  32-iDch  cotton  mattresa  ticking,  hand  frame  hack-saw 
blades,  carpenters  hammers,  etc,  1,000-pound  folding  platform  scales,  6-lnch 
by  24-inch  brass  base  safety  treads,  and  sheet  lead ;  schedule  297,  engine-room 
tiocks,  20-inch  by  4S-iDch  bard  sheet  rubber,  Sep.  instrument  lamp 
sockets,  and  copper  pipe;  schedule  288,  megaphones;  schedule  296,  80-inch 
turkey  red  twilled  muslin  and  S-cord  linen  machine  thread;  schedule  300, 
tarred  sheathing  felt,  15-foot  white  ash  oars,  16-lnch  long  hickory  wedges, 
and  galvanised  iron  or  sted  buckets ;  schedule  301,  }-inch  portable  electric 
drills,  copper  b'nrs,  l-gallon  paint  cans,  flathead  copper  wire  nails,  flathead 
copper  rivets,  brass  machine  screws,  and  brass  wood  screws ;  schedule  302, 
28-inch  Turkish  toweling;  schedule  308,  angles  brass,  bar  brass,  rod  brass, 
sheet  brass.  Ingot  manganese  bronze,  bar  copper,  ingot  copper,  and  sheet 
ctmper ;  schedule  304,  composition  pipe  fittings,  brass  pipe,  admiralty  metal 
tubing,  and  flanged  gate  valves ;  schedule  305,  interior  communication  cable, 
telephone  cable,  portable  double-scale  voltmeters,  and  twin  conductor  wire ; 
Mbedole  806;  railroad  frogs  and  switches;  schedule  307,  iHrlnting  "Blue 
Jackets'  Manual ;"  schedule  808,  steel  tolerance  plug  gauges,  reamers,  and 
steel  machine  screws;  schedole 809,  sted  helical  compression  springs,  copper 
pipe,  steel  wire  eyes,  and  flask  wrenches ;  schedule  310,  minor  caliber  tracer 
fuses,  bead  nets,  sleeping  nets,  and  ammonium  picrate;  schedule  311,  lead 
wire,  galvanlzed-iron  pipe,  soft  sheet  copper  In  strips,  and  air  flask  steel 
forglngs;  sdiednle  812,  pipe  threading  machines;  schedule  813,  rolls  2,000 
square  foot  template  paper,  white  paper  for  blue-print  coating,  and  com- 
position roller  bearing  sheaves;  schedule  814,  repairing  roof  of  building; 
schedule  315,  portable  or  knock-down  house ;  schedule  316,  engine-room  and 
flreroom  clocks,  steam-driven  air  compressor,  indicators  for  auxiliary  en- 
gines, steam  siren,  and  steam  whistle;  and  schedule  317,  Class  "A"  aniior 
plates. 

Medical  »upplie»,  Na  8710. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  T., 
until  October  23,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  J-pound  tins  of  ether 
and  1-pound  tins  of  chloroform.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  ap- 
plication to  the  above-named  office. 

Dredging,  No.  8711. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  13,  1916, 
for  dreddnc  at  tbe  naval  coal  depot  (California  City  Point),  Tlbnron, 
Cal.  Plans  and  spedficationB  may  be  obtained  on  api^lcation  to  the 
Bureau  of  Tarda  and  Docks,  or  to  the  conmiandant  of  the  navy  yard. 
Hare  Island,  OaL 


The  statement  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  on  phos- 
phate rock  in  1915  gives  the  quantity  marketed  during  the  year  as 
l^,m  long  tons,  valued  at  $5,413,449. 
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FOBEION  TEADS  OPPOSTUHITIES. 

BefierTed  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  dlatrlet  ome««.  Request 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atstc  oppoFtnaitr  Bamber. 
The  Bnream  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  gtandlnt 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Atoning  cloth,  No.  22755. — ^An  Americjin  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  marlcet  for  awning  cloth  for  automobiles 
and  carriages.  From  5,000  to  10,000  meters  of  cloth  is  required  for  imme- 
diate shipment  Sample  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
oflSces.  (Refer  to  File  No.  80655.)  Samples  of  other  grades  of  awning 
cloth  made  In  the  United  States  are  also  desired,  (^rrespondenoe  in 
French. 

Cotton  thread.  No.  22756. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Belgium  writes  that 
a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  for  delivery  as  soon  as 
possible  100,000  kilograms  (220,462  pounds)  of  cotton  thread,  Nos.  14 
and  26. 

Truck,  No.  22757. — An  exporter  In  Venezuela  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  Is  in  the  market  for  a  truck  or  tractor  of  8  tons  capacity 
or  less.  Further  Information  may  b<4  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  dis- 
trict offices. 

DoUt,  No.  22758. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  northern  Africa  writes  that 
a  dealer  In  toys  In  bis  district  desires  to  secure  catalogues  and  price  lists 
of  dolls.    Correspondence  In  French  preferred. 

Chemical*,  No.  22759. — A  manufacturer  of  chemical  products  In  Spain  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  import  from  the  United  States 
In  wholesale  quantities  carbornate  of  magnesia  in  very  light,  pure-white 
powder  and  oxalic  acid.    Correspondence  In  English.    Beferences. 

Paper  and  brooms,  etc.,  No.  22760. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  names  of  American  manufacturers  of  brooms, 
twines,  paints,  enamels,  and  paper,  etc. 

Scales,  cash  repistcrs,  etc.,  No.  22761. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argen- 
tina transmits  the  name  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  scales  and  other  weighing  apparatus, 
machines  for  cutting  cold  meats,  cofTee'  percolators,  and  cash  registers. 
Correspondence  in  Spanish.     Beferences. 

Herring,  No.  22762. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
at  The  Hague  reports  that  one  of  the  largest  herring  exporters  In  the  Neth- 
erlands desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  American  Importers 
of  that  artlcla 

Toilet  powders,  etc..  No.  22763. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  face  pow- 
ders and  tooth  paste.  Prices  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Ne\^  York  and  should 
cover  cheap  and  medium  grades.    Correspondence  In  English. 

Cotton  thread.  No.  22764. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  advises  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  Is  In  the  market  for  cotton  thread,  simple,  of  colors  blue,  red,  green, 
yeUow,  and  white.  A  sample  of  the  thread  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  80455.)  Samples  should  be  snb- 
mitted.    Correspondence  In  Portuguese  or  French. 

Orochery,  etc..  No.  22765. — ^A  wholesale  and  retail  firm  In  Bast  Africa  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  with 
prices  and  discounts  given,  on  biscuits,  crockery,  chlnaware,  confectionery, 
gasoline  cooking  stoves,  hand  bags,  hair  clippers,  optical  goodSi  and  sted 
trunks.    Merchandise  of  the  cheaper  grades  is  desired. 
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IMFOBTATIOH  OF  BOABDS  DTTO  UNITES  EINGDOH. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Oct.  20.1 

No  license  is  necessary  for  importation  into  the  United  Kingdom 
of  box  and  case  boards. 


COTTON  CONSUMPTIOir  AJSTD  SPINDLES  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

Preliminary  statistics  for  the  cotton  year  ended  July  31, 1916,  mado 
public  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  show  a  total  con- 
sumption in  American  mills  of  6,397,613  bales  of  cotton  and  880,916 
bales  of  linters.    The  corresponding  amounts  for  the  year  ended 
July  31,  1915,  were  5,597,362  bales  and  411,845  bales,  respectively; 
mi  for  the  year  ended  August  31,  1914,  5,577,408  bales  and  307,325 
hales,  respectively.    The  consumption  of  cotton  during  the  cotton 
year  1916  represented  increases  oi  14.3  per  cent  and  14.7  per  cent  as 
compared  with  that  for  the  cotton  years  1915  and  1914,  respectively; 
and  the  corresponding  percentages  of  increase  for  linters  were  113.9 
and  186.6.    The  market  increase  in  the  consumption  of  linters  is  due 
to  the  very  great  increase  in  the  use  of  this  product  in  the  manu- 
facture of  explosives. 

The  number  of  cotton  spindles  active  during  the  cotton  year  1916 
throughout  the  United  States  was  .32,805,883,  representing  increases 
of  2.6  per  cent  and  2.2  per  cent,  respectively,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  numbers  for  the  cotton  years  1915  and  1914. 


BEmSH  nCPOET  PEOHIBITION  ON  MANTTFACTUEES  OF  IVORY 

AND  CELLULOID. 

According  to  an  official  notice  published  in  the  British  Board  of 
Trade  Journal  for  October  5, 1916,  manufactures  of  bone,  horn,  ivory, 
jnd  celluloid  are  subject  to  import  prohibition  under  the  terms  oi 
the  proclamation  of  October  3,  1916. 

lA  notice  regarding  article."?,  the  importation  of  which  was  prohibited  by  this 
P"«>«nntion,  was  published  In  Commebce  Reports  Oct.  6. 1916.] 
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LONG-DISTANCE  TELEPHONES  FOS  CANABT  ISLANDS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Tenerlffe,  Sept.  12.] 

The  estimates  of  material  needed  for  the  construction  of  a  long- 
distance telephone  system  connecting  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriflfe,  cap- 
ital of  the  Canary  Islands,  with  several  smaller  towns  in  Tencriffe 
Island  have  ju^t  bivii  completed.  The  work  will  require  more  tele- 
phone-constnicUoii  material  than  any  previous  jiroject  in  these 
islands. 

The  longest  distance  between  talking  points  is  figured  at  150  kilo- 
meters (93.2  miles).  The  number  of  instruments  expected  to  be 
brought  into  use  for  long-distance  work  is  119.  The  projected  tele- 
phone line  will  extend  nearly  due  west  from  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe 
to  the  west  coast,  and  then  south  toward  Orotava,  Icod,  and  other 
towns  and  villages.  The  actual  construction  will  bo  done  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  department  of  telegraphs,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Cabildo  Insular  de  Teneriffe.  There  w-ould  seem  to  be  an 
opportunity  for  American  producers  to  furnish  the  bulk  of  supplies 
required. 
Estimated  Qnantities  of  Materials  Heeded. 

The  following  estimate  of  material  needed  was  obtained  from  the 
official  supervising  the  project  (the  American  equivalents  of  the 
metric  units  being:  Kilo=2.2046  pounds,  millimeter=0.03937  inch; 
meter=3.28083  feet,  square  millimetcr=:0.00155  square  inch) : 

SUicium-bronze  telephone  wire :  29,.'>48  kilos  of  3.5-milllnieter  wire  (awjroxl- 
mately  No.  7  Brown  &  Sliarpe  gauge) ;  8,C40  kilos  of  2-nilllImeter  wire  (approxi- 
mately No.  12  Brown  &  Sharpo  gauKc)  ;  2,-!0J  kilos  of  1.5-mllllmeter  wire  (ap- 
proximately No.  15  (Brown  &  ShnriK>  ;,';i;rro)  :  800  kilos  of  5-iniIlimeter  wire 
(between  Nos.  4  and  5  Brown  &  Sharps  k:uir«0.  The  breaking  strain  of  the 
wire  should  be  tested  to  45  kilos  per  square  millimeter. 

Porcelain  Insulators:  4,.'')00  <loubIe-iM>tticoat  type,  with  deep  groove,  108  to 
112  millimeters  high;  6,000,  same  typo,  00  millimeters  high;  5,000  insulators 
20  millimeters  high  by  20  millimeters  long ;  2,000  Insulators  15  millimeters  high 
by  15  millimeters  long;  1,000  Insulatoi-s  10  millimeters  high  by  15  milUmetere 
long ;  100  porcelain  insulating  elbows  110  millimeters  long ;  100  porcelain  elbows 
120  millimeters  long. 

Galvanized  Iron  brackets:  4,500  brackets  108  to  112  millimeters  high;  6,000 
brackets  00  millimclors  high.  These  galvanized  brackets  should  be  arranged  to 
carry  insulators  and  sl'ould  be  from  roundo<l  bar  iron,  having  a  screw  end  for 
timber,  and  should  range  from  10  to  20  millimeters  in  diameter,  prices  being 
submitted  for  various  grades. 

Itound  galvanized-iron  pins  for  Insulators  arc  wanted,  carrying  two  washers 
70  millimeters  apart,  as  follows:  3,000  pins  of  10-iniIlimeter  diameter;  3,000 
pins  of  12-nilllinieter  diameter. 

Insulated  copper  wire:  145  kilos  (equaling  approximately  7,480  meters)  of 
wire  of  1.5  square  millimeters  cross  section  or  about  1.4  millimeters  In  diameter 
(nearest  Brown  &  Sharpe  gauge  No.  16).  This  wire  should  be  insulated  with 
pure  rubber,  cotton  .spiral,  cotton  braid,  and  weatherproofed  with  black  varnish. 

For  terminal  and  liouse,  equipments  are  wanted:  119  long-distance  telephones, 
magneto  call,  having  two  receivers;  4  switchboards,  carrying  25  drops  for  com- 
plete metallic  circuits  (these  boards  should  be  of  the  wall  type)  ;  1  switchboard 
of  similar  construction  for  12  drops ;  8  switchboards  of  similar  construction  for 
S  drops ;  300  large  cells,  covered,  of  the  Leclanche  type ;  500  lightning  arresters 
and  fuse  blocks  combined. 

Competition  to  be  Ket. 

Wooden  telephone  poles  will  be  needed  for  carrying  the  wii-es. 

The  competition  to  be  met  is  that  of  the  Swedish  manufactures. 
The  equipment  now  in  use  is  of  Swedish  make,  and  both  the  instru- 
ments and  the  line  construction  are  modeled  after  Swedish  ideas. 
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However,  much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  of  late  in  obtaining 
telephone  material  from  Sweden,  even  for  maintenance  and  repair 
work. 

Estimates  should  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  Cabildo  Insular 
de  Teiieriffe,  or  to  Sr.  Juan  OrtoU  Delmotte,  Calle  Castillo,  Santa 
Cruz  de  Teneriffe. 


INVESTMEHT  OPPOKTTINITIES  IN  VENEZUELA. 

[Consul  O.  K.  Donald,  Maracalbo,  Sept.  18.] 

Maracaibo  has  nine  large  German  business  houses,  five  Italian,  and 
two  Dutch.  There  are  no  American  firms  doing  a  general  import  and 
export  business  here,  yet  it  would  seem  well  worth  the  while  of  New 
York  commission  houses  to  establish  a  branch  in  Maracaibo,  since 
firms  of  other  foreign  nationalities  have  found  the  venture  porntable. 
In  Caracas  an  American  is  reported  to  have  made  a  fortune  handling 
American  goods,  and  with  the  additional  advantage  of  also  doing 
an  export  and  banking  business — which  could  be  worked  up  very 
easily  here — good  results  could  be  obtained.  In  passing  it  might  be 
mentioned  that  not  one  of  the  foreign  mercantile  establislmients  just 
referred  to  uses  an  adding  machine,  an  addressograph,  or  a  multi- 
graph,  and  it  is  only  recently  that  typewriters  have  been  installed. 

In  agriculture  the  possibilities  for  investment  are  unlimited. 
Land  can  be  obtained  cheaply  for  growing  cane,  cotton,  and  coffee, 
and  for  raising  cattle.  Sugar  sells  retail  in  Maracaibo  for  about  10 
cents  a  pound. 

An  earlier  report  from  this  office  [see  Supplement  48b  to  Commerce 
Bepobts  for  Dec  27,  1916]  pointed  out  the  need  for  an  Ameri- 
can bank  in  Maracaibo  or  one  of  the  interior  towns.  Since  then  no 
American  banks  have  been  established,  but  a  new  Venezuelan  bank 
(El  Banco  Comercial)  has  opened  it  doors  and  the  Eoyal  Bank  of 
Canada  may  establish  a  branch  in  Maracaibo  in  the  very  near  future. 

Now  that  automobiles  are  beginning  to  appear  on  the  streets,  a 
garage  would  be  welcomed.  Among  other  small  investments  might 
be  mentioned  a  steam  laundry,  modem  bakery,  ice  cream  parlor  and 
soda  fountain,  an  "American  bar,"  and  what  is  popularly  known  as 
a  "Kandy  Kitchen."  Further,  a  coffee  warehouse  and  elevator 
located  at  some  convenient  point  would  not  only  be  a  blessing  to  the 
exporters  (coffee  now  being  stored  in  residences  for  lack  of  a  more 
suitable  place),  but  would  also  bring  good  returns  to  the  investor. 


BESTBICTIONS  ON  EXFOBTATION  TO  NETHEBIANBS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Oct.  20.] 

No  further  facilities  will  be  granted  by  the  British  Government 
for  the  exportation  of  alum  and  sulphate  of  alumina  to  Holland 
until  December  31.  Facilities  will  not  be  given  for  calcium  carbide, 
meat  and  bacon,  fish  other  than  canned,  and  sheepskins  to  Holland 
until  further  notice.  Previously  announced  restrictions  on  vaseline 
for  Denmark  are  now  canceled.  [The  announcement  of  the  British 
policy  of  limiting  exports  to  Scandinavian  countries  was  published 
m  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  13.  Restrictions  on  the  exportation 
of  vaseline  to  Denmark  were  announced  in  the  issue  of  Oct.  2.] 
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STBAITS  SETTLEMENTS  TRADE  INCBEASES. 

[Consul  Harry  Campbell,  Singapore,  Sept.  7.] 

The  official  return  of  imports  and  exports  of  the  Straits  Settlements 
for  the  first  half  of  the  year  ending  June  30, 1916,  not  only  indicates 
large  trade  increases  over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year  but  also  considerable  increases  over  1913. 

The  comparative  figures  for  the  corresponding  period  for  the  past 
four  years  are  given  below,  all  values  being  in  United  States  cur- 
rency : 


Countrio3. 


IMPOSTS. 

Singapore 

Fenang 

Malacca 

Total 

EXFOBTS. 

Singapore 

Fenang .'. 

Malacca 

Total 


1913 


t85,31C,<M9 

37,730,032 

2,715,901 


133,768,885 


73,069,442 
33.117,273 
4,178,233 


110, 364,  MS 


1914 


$87,230,848 
37,292,536 
2,888,397 


127,431,781 


67,310,972 

32.733,521 

4.692,392 


104,735,885 


1915 


187,859,076 

28.166,828 

3,174,979 


1916 


tll«,7S7,a8 
35.675,186 
5.27a,il33 


119,200,880  '      157,799,424 


79,959,712 

27,285,932 

5,938,  l»t 


113,183,838 


107.6)2,013 

34,S43,S5a 

10, 345,  en 


152,681,835 


Both  imports  and  exports  at  Penang  for  1916  are  approximately 
the  same  as  for  1913,  while  Singapore  and  Malakka  have  in  1916  con- 
siderably increased  both  imports  and  exports  over  1913.  The  totals 
for  the  three  Settlements  show  not  only  a  recovery  from  the  slump 
of  1914  and  1915,  but  an  actual  increase  over  1913  of  $21,940,539, 
or  16  per  cent,  in  imports  and  of  $42,516,887,  or  38  per  cent,  in  ex- 
ports. Compared  with  the  same  period  of  1915  there  was  an  increase 
of  $38,508,544,  or  32  per  cent,  in  imports  and  $39,697,997,  or  35  per 
cent,  in  exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  six 
months  ending  June  30,  1915  and  1916,  of  the  principal  items  in 
which  there  were  increases: 


Articles. 


1913 


1916 


ntroitTs. 

Chemicals 

Cigarettes  

Cotton  piece  goods,  plain,  dyed,  and  printed , 

Cycles,  parts  and  accessories 

Hardware  and  cutlery,  excluding  coolcing  utensils 

Liquid  fuel 

Liquors,  spirit  nous 

Motor  cars,  motorcycles,  parts  and  accessaries 

Nails,  iron 

Paper 

Pepper 

Petroleum 

Rubber 

Sugar 

Stationery 

Tools,  instrument^,  and  implements 

EXPORTS. 

Pepper 

Sugar 

Tin 

Robber 


1213.207 

(680.191 

2,055,812 

2,441.110 

3,814,001 

4,740.596 

41,331 

180,363 

112,163 

300,619 

276,666 

870,449 

997,288 

1,159,893 

191,330 

538,193 

137,044 

249.708 

448,643 

697,028 

1,858,885 

2,630,270 

748,361 

1,413,539 

11.469,727 

30,5n),169 

2,700,363 

4,017,571 

152,423 

215,514 

104,675 

168,607 

2,224,808 

2.757,143 

1,782,560 

2,2»,809 

26,692,541 

29,3U,JS7 

1B,2I6,»9 

4S,47<,8a 
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In  addition  to  the  actual  imports  and  exports  of  Para  rubber  as 
shown  above,  the  Government  statistics  indicate  transshipments  at 
Penang  and  Singapore  from  the  Federated  and  non-Federated  Malay 
States  amounting  to  12,852  tons  in  1916,  as  compared  with  9,454  tons 
in  1915,  with  approximate  values  of  $18,200,000  and  $9,500,000,  re- 
spectively. 

AHEBICAN  HACHINEBT  FOB  SIAH'S  LEATHER  DTDUSTBY. 

[Vice  Consnl  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Aug.  23.] 

The  manufacture  of  leather  in  Siam  heretofore  has  been  confined 
to  local  Chinese  tanneries  and  to  the  industrial  department  of  an 
American  mission  school  which  started  a  tanning  and  shoemaking 
business  on  a  small  scale  about  two  years  ago.  Now,  however,  a  Sia- 
mese company  has  been  formed  with  the  object  of  manufacturing 
leather  of  all  sorts,  and  machinery  to  the  value  of  about  $40,000, 
ordered  fi'om  a  New  York  firm,  is  being  shipped  to  Bangkok.  At 
the  same  time  two  American  leather  experts  are  coming  to  Siam  to 
take  charge  of  this  new  business. 

The  company  expects  to  utilize  a  large  proportion  of  the  skins 
and  hides  available  in  this  country,  and  a  resulting  decrease  in  ex- 
ports of  this  class  from  Siam  may  be  anticipated.  The  exports  of 
skins  and  hides  from  Siam  for  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  were  valued 
at  $681,919,  compared  with  $913,585  for  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
d^inations  of  the  shipments  for  1915-16  were  almost  entirely  the 
United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies. 

Imports  of  Leather  and  Dressed  Skins. 

Siam's  imports  of  leather  and  dressed  skins  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1916,  amounted  to  69,937  pounds,  valued  at  $60,538, 
against  78,405  pounds,  valued  at  $45,595,  for  the  preceding  year.  The 
leather  imports  for  1915-16  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  dependen- 
cies amounted  to  $53,634,  from  the  United  States  to  $956,  and  from 
all  other  countries  to  $5,948. 

Hitherto  nearly  all  the  saddlery  and  other  leather  manufactures 
have  been  imported  into  Siam  from  abroad,  to  the  amount  of  about 
$155,000  yearly,  but  now  local  manufacture  has  been  undertaken,  and 
machinery  for  the  purpose  has  been  supplied  by  a  branch  of  an 
American  sewing-machine  company  in  England. 


BECOBD  CAKOO  OF  BRAZILIAN  FROZEN  MEAT. 

[Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs*  Elo  de  Janeiro,  Sept.  20.] 

According  to  the  Jomal  do  Commercio,  the  largest  single  shipment 
of  frozen  meat  made  from  Brazil  left  on  September  15  on  the  Highland 
Barris,  bound  for  England.  It  consisted  of  40,122  quarters,  weigh- 
ing 2,602,726  kilos  (about  6,738,000  pounds).  The  cattle  were  killed 
at  the  slaughterhouse  of  Santa  Cruz  by  the  exporters,  Caldeira 
Filhos  &  Co.  The  steamer  also  took  on  board  in  Santos  some  300 
metric  tons  of  meat  from  the  Frigorifico  of  Barretos,  thus  making  a 
total  of  more  than  2,900  tons,  the  largest  shipment  so  far  made  from 
Brazil  on  one  vessel.  The  firm  of  Caldeira  Filhos  &  Co.  killed  for 
that  shipment  10,180  head  of  cattle. 
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SWISS  CATTLE  EXFOETS  FOB  BSEEDIirG  PUBFOSES. 

[Vice  Consal  James  L.  A.  Burrell,  St.  Gall,  Sept.  23.] 

A  sale  of  cattle  for  export  was  held  September  19  at  Appenzell  in 
the  St.  Gall  consular  district.  Two  hundred  fresh  cows,  on  the  aver- 
age older  animals,  were.oiTered  for  sale,  and  of  these  100  were  pur- 
chased. The  average  price  per  head  was  1,150  francs  ($222).  It  is 
reported  also  from  Komanshorn  (one  of  the  ports  on  Lake  Con- 
stance) that  during  the  past  two  weeks  more  than  200  carloads  of 
cattle  for  breeding  purposes,  purchased  in  the  Cantons  St.  Gall, 
Thurgau,  and  Appenzell,  were  exported. 

The  importance  of  cattle  breeding  for  Switzerland  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  of  all  the  land  cultivated  in  the  country  45.5  per 
cent  is  meadow  and  32.9  per  cent  pasture  land.  The  Swiss  breeds 
of  cattle  are  excellent,  and  during  the  past  half -century  particular 
attention  has  been  devoted  to  scientific  breeding.  The  various  kinds 
of  horned  cattle  form  the  fundamental  stock  oi  Swiss  cattle  raising. 
The  first  rank  is  taken  by  the  heavy  representatives  of  the  Simmen- 
ihal  cattle  (fallow-colored  and  red-brindled  cows),  the  brown  and 
the  gray  breed,  the  black-spotted  cattle  of  Freiburg,  then  the  lighter 
stock  of  the  Alpine  districts,  such  as  those  of  the  Eringer  Valley. 

Qnalities  Which  Create  Demand  for  Swiss  Cattle. 

The  ability  to  bequeath  their  qualities  and  their  good  health  are 
the  chief  reasons  for  the  demand  for  Swiss  cattle. 

In  1913  Switzerland  exported  2,316  bulls  for  breeding,  valued  at 
$421,818;  6.732  cows,  valued  at  $941j534,  in  which  are  included  4,004 
milch  cows',  worth  $681,591 ;  and  1,701  oxen,  valued  at  $230,526,  in 
which  are  included  1,583  draft  animals,  valued  at  $222,869. 

Horse  breeding,  apart  from  that  carried  on  at  the  stock  farms  of 
the  Confederation,  where  a  special  old  stock,  the  "Freiberg"  or 
"Jura,"  is  raised,  is  of  some  importance.  In  1913  the  exports 
amounted  to  1,485  head,  valued  at  $258,568. 

Hogs  and  goats  are  raised  for  domestic  consumption,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Saanen  goats,  which  are  exported  principally  to 
Russia. 

Altogether  in  1913  22,780  living  animals,  valued  at  $2,165,779, 
were  exported.  The  figures  for  1914  have  not  yet  been  published  in 
detail,  but  as  available  they  are  as  follows:  Horses  and  colts,  1.046 
head,  valued  at  $177,367;  homed  cattle,  12,665  head,  $1,525,472 ;  other 
animals,  11,716  head,  $514,538;  total,  25,427  head,  $2,217,377. 

[An  article  on  the  war's  effect  on  Swiss  love-stock  conditions  was  published 
In  CoMMEBCE  Reports  for  Aug.  16,  1916.] 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  BOKESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DIBTBICr  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  Cntomhonse. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cwtoaikowe. 

CHIC160:  (04  FedtrtI  BandlHg. 

ST.LOmS:  402  Third  Nitloiul  Bank  Balldlag. 

kThUrtk:  Bil  Fo«t  Offle«  Bolldlng. 

NBW  OBUEANS:  1080  Hlbernlk  BtBk  BalMIaf. 

am  FBANCISCO:  SO?  Cutomhoue. 

SEITTLS:  848  BearT  Bmlldlog. 


COOPEBinVE  OFFICES. 

CLETEL&5D:  Chunber  of  GommeKe. 
GINCUNiTI:  Chtnber  of  COBmeRC. 
CINGIKKITI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  F.  Uj.  Oo. 
LOS  INGELES:  Chiaiber  of  CommeKe. 
PHIUBEIiPBU:  Chaalxr  of  ComaerM. 
CHlTTAJroOOA:  Boath  Aaerleta  hgtrnt,  Saatk- 

era  Br.  Go. 
POBTUMO,  OBEG.:  C%nib«  of  CoaaKre*. 
DiTTONi  flreatcr  Diytoa  AuocUUom, 
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[Preliminary   Statenicot,  Brltlsb  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.] 

The  number  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1915  and  1916,  from  returns  collected  on  June  5,  1916,  was 
as  follows:  Horses,  1,287,180  in  1915  and  1,359,570  in  1916;  cattle, 
6,064,150  in  1915  and  6.215,780  in  1916;  sheep,  17^">22,580  in  1915  and 
17,951,120  in  1916;  pigs.  2,420,030  in  1915  and  2.167,940  in  1916. 

The  following  taole  shows  the  acreage  in  1915  and  1916  of  the 
principal  crops  of  England  and  Wales: 


Crops. 


1915 


1913 


BMley. 

Btans 

Clorer  and  rotation 

raiow,  barei 

Rnlt,  small 

Lucerne 

MmtDld. 

Hwtard 

0»b 

Orcbanb 

Pwa. 

FotaUm 

5»P« 

Rye 

Turnips  end  swedes 

Vetebe  or  tares 

Wheat 

All  other  crops. 

Total  arable  land 

Duplicate  area  (or  crops  or  grasses  sown  in  orchards 

Net  total  arable  land 

Permanent  grass 

Total  acreage  under  all  crops  and  grass 


1,231.720 
266.510 

2.362.370 
309,640 

74,190 

53,  aw 

413,720 

32,150 

2,088,  OW 

248,830 

129.380 

463.400 

66.530 

47.680 

931,860 

109.630 

2,170.170 

216,710 


A  era. 

1,331,750 

236,120 

2,690,410 

421,880 

73,240 

54,270 

378,240 

65,72) 

2,084,850 

251,320 

112,680 

427.910 

70.830 

53,440 

938,030 

88,110 

1,912,120 

210.270 


11,214.510 
248.830 


10.965,710 
16,087,390 


11,302,222 
251,320 


11,050,900 
16,022,960 


27.053,100 


27,073,860 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAE  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Pike,  William  J 

St.Oall.Switterland.. 
SevUle,  Spain 

Nov.    1 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 

C/o  District  Ofllce,  Buroiu  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  .\ venue  Yonkcrs  N  Y 

Gracej,  Wilbur  T  

IJonaldson,  ChestCT 

Port    Limon,    Costa 

Rica. 
CalKary,  A  Iberta,  Can- 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Nov.  25 
Nov.  IS 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Saugcrties,  Vlster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Corameroo,  Room  40S, 

Customhouse,  Now  York  City,  Oct. 22- 

Nov.  1. 
C/o  District  Offlco,  Bureau  ol  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building  Chicago,  ill. 

JlujibnUii,  George  E 

8pehr,Herianir........ 

Uontevideo,'  Uruguay. 

Copenhagen,  Denmarlc 

Hamburg,  Germany . . 

St.  Pierre, Mlqnelon... 
Hanover,  Germany ... 

WlMlow,  Edward  D , 

»»«»i>.H«,yH 

Dec.   11 

Dec.     1 
• 

Dec.    25 
...do.... 

Jg»»LlotaiJ.C 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  Cily. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

^"rt,T«ibotj...:;...;.r. 

Da 

— 

Digitized  by 


Google 


296  COMMEECE  BEPOBTS. 

EXFOBI  OF  BAW  COTTON  THBOTTOH  TSINaTAIT. 

[Consul  Willys  E.  Peck,  Tslngtati,  Cbina,  Sept  19.] 

There  follows  a  synopsis  of  a  report  on  raw  cotton  in  Shantung 
Province,  China,  and  its  export  through  Tsiiigtau,  prepared  by  the 
Imperial  Japanese  Military  Administration  at  Tsingtau : 

A  certain  foreign  observer  estimates  the  annual  production  of  cot- 
ton in  the  three  northern  Provinces  of  Chihli,  Shantung,  and  Honan 
at  133,000,000  pounds.  This  estimate  is  substantiated  by  the  annual 
export  figures  from  Tientsin  and  Tsingtau,  namely,  66,500,000 
pounds  or  one-half  of  the  total  yield. 

In  Shantung  cotton  is  sown  the  middle  of  April  and  the  harvest 
begins  the  middle  of  September.    The  export  trade  is  most  brisk 
in  October,  November,  and  December,  then  declines  until  it  ends  in 
June  or  July. 
Kinds  and  Uses  of  Shantung  Cotton — Packing  and  Prices. 

Some  attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  American  seed,  but 
as  the  stock  deteriorates  in  three  years  and  there  is  not  much  differ- 
ence in  price  between  the  American  variety  and  the  native,  there  is 
little  inducement  to  plant  it.  One  district  produces  white,  soft  cot- 
ton of  a  faitly  long  staple,  but  in  general  Shantung  cotton  is  stiff 
and  short  and  unint  for  spinning  purposes.  It  is,  however,  white 
and  dry  and  is  largely  used  in  Japan  for  padding.  In  European 
countries  it  is  used  in  a  variety  of  manufactures  and  for  mixing 
with  wool. 

Before  transportation  to  shipping  points  Shantung  cotton  is 
ginned.  The  gins  used  are  mainly  Japanese,  costing  about  $20,  or 
German,  costing  between  $72  and  $96  apiece.  The  cleaned  cotton 
weighs  65  to  70  per  cent  of  the  seed  cotton.  It  is  packed  in  cloth  bags 
weighing  about  126  pounds  per  package,  tare  being  3.5  per  cent  of 
the  gross  weight. 

Before  the  war  cotton  was  worth  7  or  8  cents  a  pound  in  Tsinanfu 
(the  capital  of  the  Shantung  Province  and  the  principal  interior 
cotton  market),  but  since  the  war  a  weak  market  has  i-educed  the 
price  to  6  or  7  cents. 

Consumption  and  Export — Shipping  Expenses. 

The  annual  exportation  of  raw  cotton  through  Tsingtau  in  recent 
years  has  been  as  follows:  In  1911,  5,342,743  poimds;  in  1912. 
9,252,810  pounds;  in  1913,  6,420,575  pounds;  and  in  1914,  1,296,883 
poimds.  It  is  estimated  that  about  2,660,000  pounds  of  Shantung 
cotton  are  exported  through  Tientsin  annually. 

Small  dealers  in  the  interior  collect  cotton  from  the  producers,  gin 
it,  and  pack  it  in  large  bags.  It  is  then  collected  by  dealers  in 
Tsinanfu,  who  sell  it  to  foreign  buyers,  charging  2  per  cent  commis- 
sion. The  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  cotton  from  Tsinanfu 
through  Tsingtau  to  Japanese  ports  are  as  follows,  the  amounts  be- 
ing stated  in  cents  per  package  (120  pounds) :  Tsinanfu  to  Tsingtau 
over  the  Shantung  Railway — Loading  charges  at  Tsinanfu,  1;  rail- 
way freight,  16 ;  shifting  of  freight  car  to  Tsingtau  wharf,  1 ;  repack- 
ing at  Tsingtau  (including  unloading  charges),  3;  shifting  charges 
on  wharf,  2;  total,  23  cents.  Tsii^au  to  Japan  by  Japanese 
slfeamers — wharfage,  4;  export  d-uty,  25;  ship  freight,  45;  insurance, 
4;  total,  78  cents. 
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On  the  Tientsln-Pukow  Railway,  which  affords  air  outlet  either 
to  Nanking  on  the  Yangtze  Eiver  or  to  Tientsin  in  the  North,  cotton 
is  treated  as  second-class  cargo,  and  the  freight  (when  the  fiber  is 
loaded  6  tons  to  the  car)  as  dearer  by  $2.24  than  on  the  Shantung 
Railway.  Further,  on  the  Tientsin-Pukow  line  there  is  an  internal 
tax  of  $0,091  per  133  pounds,  with  other  charges  at  Tientsin. 

A  cotton-testing  plant  for  moisture  is  to  be  erected  in  Tsingtau 
and  possibly,  later,  a  cotton  press  will  be  constructed  in  Tsinanfu,  in 
order  to  encourage  the  export  of  cotton. 


COAIrUININa  FBOGBESS  117  FAB  HOBTH. 

The  dcTelopment  of  the  coal  fields  in  the  Bear  Islands  (between 
Spitzbergen  and  Norway),  in  Spitzbergen,  and  in  Iceland  is  receiv- 
ing much  attention  in  Scandinavia  at  present,  according  to  a  recent 
article  on  the  subject  in  the  Danish  press.  The  Norwegian  Spitz- 
bergen Syndicate,  it  is  stated,  has  shipped  more  than  15,000  tons  of 
coal  to  northern  Norway  since  the  middle  of  August.  (An  interest- 
ing account  of  Spitzbergen's  coal-mining  industry  appeared  in 
Commerce  Eepohts  for  Sept.  8,  1915,  and  reference  was  also  made 
to  the  island's  coal  deposits  in  the  issue  for  Jan.  7, 1916.) 

The  deposits  in  the  Bear  Islands  are  being  investigated.  It  is 
already  known  that  the  deposits  extend  over  a  Tare  area  and  that  the 
coal  is  not  of  a  first-class  quality.  If  the  results  of  the  investigation 
are  satisfactory  a  company  will  be  formed  for  the  systematic  work- 
ing of  the  field.  Harbor  works  and  a  wireless-telegraph  station  are 
already  planned. 

Preliminary  explorations  for  coal  in  West  Iceland,  begun  last 
year,  were  continued  during  the  summer  of  1916  and  showed  that 
the  coal  improves  as  the  workings  penetrate  deeper  into  the  moun- 
tains. The  coal  first  obtained  was  a  kind  of  lignite;  the  best  of  it 
was  somewhat  black  and  heavy,  but  of  fair  quality,  and  was  doubt- 
less suitable  for  domestic  pse.  It  is  pointed  out,  however,  that  even 
if  the  coal  proves  better  in  quality  than  the  samples  so  far  obtained 
a  way  to  surmount  transportation  difficulties  will  have  to  be  found. 


TO  PBOMOTE  SOUTH  AFBICAN  MOTION-PICTTJBE  BUSINESS. 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  H.  Hclsler,  Cape  Town,  Sept.  5.1 

A  motion-picture  company  has  been  formed  lately  in  South  Africa 
for  the  promotion  of  the  business  throughout  the  Union.  It  is  stated 
that  arrangements  are  imder  way  for  theaters  in  Cape  Town,  .To- 
hannesburg,  Pretoria,  Durban,  Bloemfontein,  Kimberley,  Port  Eliza- 
beth, East  London,  Pietennaritzburg,  Beaconsfield,  Grahams  Town, 
(Woodstock,  Claremont,  and  Wynberg.  As  the  business  progi-esses, 
theaters  may  also  be  erected  in  many  of  the  smaller  towns.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  company  will  absorb  some  theaters  now  in  operation. 
Films  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  company's  bureau  in  New  York, 
and  it  is  said  that  a  continuous  supply,  twice  a  week,  for  the  theaters 
owned  by  the  company  is  to  be  provided. 

Motion  pictures  have  made  great  progress  in  this  country.  A 
Cape  Town  man  who  is  already  in  the  business  will  probably  control 
the  affairs  of  this  new  company. 
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MAPLE-STJGAE  lUDTISTBY  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  B.  Verne  Elchardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Oct  16.1 

Canada  as  a  whole  produces  annually,  according  to  recent  statis- 
tics, about  $2,000,000  worth  of  maple  products.  Of  the  total  yiew 
during  the  five  years  1908-1912  the  United  States  took  99  per  cent  of 
the  sugar  and  60  per  cent  of  the  sirup.  In  that  period  the  aggregate 
export  was  8,685,000  pounds  of  sugar  and  20,000  gallons  of  sirup, 
with  the  Province  of  Quebec  the  chief  producer. 

In  the  maritime  Provinces  the  value  of  the  maple  tree,  save  as  a 
factor  in  the  lumbering  industry,  has  hardly  yet  begun  to  be  appre- 
ciated and  the  making  of  maple  sugar  and  sirup  has  never  been  un- 
dertaken in  a  systematic  manner.  Nevertheless  there  are  a  few  farm- 
ers who  find  the  unfelled  maple  a  source  of  profit.  One  of  these  has 
furnished,  at  the  writer's  request,  the  following  facts  with  regard  to 
the  maple  areas  and  the  making  of  maple  sugar  and  sirup  in  the 
Nova  Scotian  County  of  Cumberland: 
irova  SootiaiL  Area*  and  Frodnction. 

.  The  Cobequtd  Mountains,  from  near  Pnrrsboro  to  Londonderry  and  West- 
chester, extend  for  about  40  miles,  with  on  average  width  of  hardwood  lands 
of  perhaps  15  miles.  Of  this  hardwood  it  is  safe  to  say  that  one-third  Is  maple. 
There  are  probably  not  more  than  100  sugarhouses  In  this  whole  area  of  600 
square  miles.  Practically  all  of  these  are  equlppetl  with  modern  evaporators. 
An  outfit  of  buckets,  tanks,  evaporator,  and  buildings  will  cost  from  $400  to 
$600  for  a  woods  of  1,200  to  2,000  trees  (a  fair  average  in  this  county).  In 
normal  seasons  the  yield  Is  about  IJ  pounds  per  tree,  or  1,500  pounds  for  1,200 
trees.    At  the  same  ratio  100  farms  would  produce  150,000  pounds  of  sugar. 

The  Nova  Scotian  maple  sap  is  made  Into  hard  sugar,  cream  sugar,  wax, 

and  sirup.    Prices  are  about  as  follows  for  best-quality  products,  but  current 

report  forecasts  marked  advances  sliortly:  Hard  sugar,  $0.12  a  pound;  cream 

sugar,  $0.16  to  $0.18  a  pound ;  candy  or  wax,  $0.15  to  $0.18  a  pound ;  sirup, 

■  $1.25  a  gallon. 

(Compared  with  Quebec's  sugar  woods,  those  In  Nova  Scotia  do  not  yield  ss 
much  per  tree,  but  whether  this  Is  due  to  the  soil  and  the  size  of  the  trees 
has  not  yet  been  determined.  The  Nova.  Scotia  farmer  who  follows  the  sugar 
Industry  does  so  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  his  other  duties  demand  but  little 
of  his  time.  However,  the  work  Is  attended  with  considerable  hardship,  as 
many  of  the  woods  are  far  away  from  the  homestead.  In  such  case  the  sugar 
maker  must  have.  In  addition  to  his  sugarhouse,  a  camp  for  himself  and  a  barn 
for  his  horses.  It  Is  the  practice  for  him  to  remain  In  camp  for  the  whole 
season,  coming  out  only  for  supplies  or  to  dispose  of  his  sugar.  Last  spring  the 
sugar  makers  had  to  break  through  3  feet  of  solid  snow  to  reach  their  camps 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 


NEW  SWISS  TAX  MEASTJKES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz,  Berne,  Sept.  27.] 

The  Swiss  Government  has  published  figures  showing  that  a  total 
of  $110,092,780  has  been  spent  by  the  Republic  as  a  result  of  the 
European  War,  mobilization  calling  for  the  expenditure  of  $79,- 
371,245  and  the  sum  of  $30,721,535  having  been  distributed  in  relief 
for  the  needy.  Long-term  loans  for  $83,916,400  have  been  placed 
in  Switzerland  and  the  United  States  to  cover  these  outlays,  but  a 
deficit  remains,  and  this  is  now  engrossing  the  minds  of  Switzer- 
land's financial  advisers.  A  tobacco  monopoly,  beer  tax,  stamp  tax 
on  checks,  receipts,  and  papers  of  value,  tax  on  alcoholic  bever^es 
not  already  taxed,  revision  of  the  military  tax-exemption  law,  and  a 
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new  war  tax  are  among  the  measures  proposed  and  now  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Swiss  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  war-tax  law  already  in  operation,  there  was 
passed  on  September  18,  191G,  by  the  Swiss  Parliament  a  law  for 
the  taxation  of  war  profits,  the  provisions  of  which  will  not  be  with- 
out interest  in  countries  having  similar  laws  on  their  statute  books. 
Profiting  by  the  experience  of  others,  the  new  Swiss  law  probably  is 
the  most  complete  law  of  its  kind  ever  enacted.  Under  the  new  law 
all  annual  net  profits  that  show  more  than  a  10  per  cent  increase 
above  the  average  profits  for  the  last  two  years  preceding  July  1, 
1914.  will  be  subject  to  a  25  per  cent  tax,  with  exemptions  as  follows: 
Ten  thousand  francs  ($1,930)  in  case  of  single  ownership,  15,000 
francs  ($2,895)  in  dual  ownerships,  and  20,000  francs  ($3,860)  when 
three  or  more  are  interested  in  a  business.  Thus  a  stock  company 
composed  of  three  or  more  individuals  the  average  profits  of  which 
were  50,000  francs  ($9,650)  before  the  war  may  be  earning  70,000 
francs  ($13,510)  now  and  not  be  subject  to  the  tax. 

law  Applies  to  Agencies  and  Branches  of  Foreign  Companies. 

Those  engaged  in  business  only  occasionally  during  the  year  will 
be  obliged  to  pay  on  the  total  gains  of  the  transactions  mvolved, 
minus  the  expenses  incurred,  provided  profits  were  over  5,000  francs 
($965).  _ 

Agencies  or  branch  houses  of  foreign  concerns  doing  business  in 
Switzerland  and  Swiss  interests  in  foreign  concerns  are  subject  to 
the  tax  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  profits  of  the  latter  already 
have  been  subjected  to  a  foreign  war-profit  tax.  This  exemption, 
however,  is  not  applicable  to  profits  made  by  such  concern  on  busi- 
ness transacted  in  Switzerland.  And  it  is  also  provided  that  foreign 
branch  houses  and  agencies  doing  business  in  Switzerland  will  pay 
only  on  war  profits  accumulated  in  Switzerland. 

Special  consideration  is  shown  for  concerns  whose  business  in 
previous  years  suffered,  and  it  is  also  provided  that  the  tax  should 
not  be  enforced  against  those  who  through  no  fault  of  their  own 
find  themselves  unable  to  pay. 

Failure  to  fully  account  tor  all  profits  subjects  the  recalcitrant 
to  a  surtax  of  50  per  cent  on  the  undeclared  amounts.  In  case  a 
person  liable  to  taxation  fails  to  declare  his  war  profits  or  makes 
false  statements  in  order  to  obtain  a  lower  assessment,  he  or  his 
heirs  shall  pay  double  the  amount  of  the  tax  they  escaped,  and  in 
addition  may  be  fined  $19  to  $4,825. 

(A  copy  of  the  law,  in  German,  will  be  loaned  to  those  Interested  by  the 
Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington.  Refer  to  file  No. 
81221.] 

Medical  Supplies  for  Chilean  Army. 

Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens  has  forwarded  a  list  of  the 
drugs  and  other  articles  used  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Chilean  Ai-my,  stating,  "  In  order  to  sell  to  the  Chilean  Army  it  is 
generally  necessary  to  deal  through  a  local  agent."  The  list  of  sup- 
plies and  the  address  of  a  Santiago  citizen  interested  in  this  trade 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 
186C. 
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FOBEIOH  TABIFFS. 

AVSTBALIA. 
Kemoval  of  Bounty  on  Wool  Tops. 

According  to  a  report  received  from  Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain, 
Melbourne,  dated  August  8,  1916,  the  Australian  export  bounty  on 
combed  wool  or  tops  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  10,  p.  92)  was 
discontinued  January  1,  1916. 

[CommoDwcaUb  Gazette,  Aug.  24.] 
Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Silver. 

A  proclamation  of  the  Governor  (Jeneral  of  Australia  of  August 
23,  1916,  prohibits  the  exportation  from  Australia  of  silver  ingots 
or  bars,  sheet  silver,  and  granulated  silver,  except  with  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Attorney  General. 

OTTATEKALA. 
Analysis  Fee  for  Fharmacentical  Products. 

The  Guatemalan  Government  has  recently  informed  the  American 
Minister  to  Guatemala  that  the  analysis  fee  of  $10  required  in  the  case 
of  medicinal  preparations  imported  into  the  country  is  hereafter  to 
be  imposed  only  when  the  products  are  of  secret  formula.  It  is  ex- 
pressly stated,  however,  that  the  fees  already  collected  in  the  case  of 
other  preparations  are  not  to  be  refimded.  [A  notice  on  this  subject 
was  published  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  18,  p.  24.] 

ITALY. 

[Board  o{  Trade  Journal,  Sept.  28.] 
Taxes  on  Export  Permits  for  Qoods  Under  Embargo. 

The  Italian  Government  by  a  decree  of  August  31,  1916,  estab- 
lished a  "  concession  "  tax  on  goods  under  embargo  for  which  export 
licenses  are  granted,  according  to  a  notice  appearing  in  the  Britisli 
Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  September  28,  1916.  Specific  charges 
are  imposed  on  a  considerable  number  of  articles  and  all  other  prod- 
ucts are  to  be  subject  to  a  fee  of  2  per  cent  ad  valorem,  calculated  on 
the  valuations  established  by  the  Italian  customs  for  statistical  pur- 
poses. This  special  tax  on  certain  exports  takes  the  place  of  the 
general  export  duty  (1  per  cent  ad  valorem  in  the  case  of  most  arti- 
cles) prescribed  by  the  decree  of  September  15,  1915  (see  Foreign 
Tariff  Notes  No.  19,  p.  57).  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  export  charges 
on  hemp  have  been  heavily  increased,  the  rate  on  the  raw  product 
being  raised  from  2  to  7  lire  per  100  kilos  and  that  on  combed  hemp 
from  3  to  8  lire  for  100  kilos.  (Lira,  par  value,  $0,193;  kilo,  2.2046 
pounds.) 

[The  Italian  enib.nrgo  list  is  very  extensive  and  Includes  all  articles  of  food. 
Information  regarding  tbe  new  rates  on  si)ecifled  products  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

NICABAOITA. 

[Consul  John  A.  Gamon,  Corinto,  Aug.  21.) 
Forwarding  of  Proper  Shipping  Socnments. 

The  prompt  forwarding  of  the  necessary  shipping  documents  is  a 
matter  which  should  be  carefully  considered  by  those  exporting  to 
Nicaragua. 
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Recently  a  San  Francisco  export  house  dipped  500  sacks  of  rice 
to  Nicaragua  consigned  to  order.  The  shipping  documents,  having 
been  mailed  incorrectly,  failed  to  arrive  by  the  steamer  carrying 
the  merchandise  and  were  received  1  month  and  22  days  after  the 
arrival  of  the  goods.  Meanwhile  the  market  had  dropped  50 
cents  per  sack,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  $250  to  the  importer.  Fur- 
thermore, delay  in  the  receipt  of  papers  resulted  in  extra  expense  for 
storage  and  handling,  amoimting  to  $248.  Additional  expense  will 
be  incun-ed  in  the  disposal  of  the  rice,  as  the  purchaser  has  refused 
to  accept  the  shipment. 
Failure  to  Forward  Certificate  of  Origin. 

The  Nicaraguan  treaty  with  France  provides  that  raw  materials 
for  soap  making  are  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty.  Such  imports 
from  the  United  States  are  also  entitled  to  free  admission,  provided 
8  certificate  of  origin  accompanies  the  shipment.  A  few  weeks  ago 
a  shipment  of  25  barrels  of  rosin  arrived  in  Corinto  from  the  United 
States  without  certificate  of  origin.  The  importer,  being  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  this  tariff  concession,  refused  to  receive  the  mer- 
chandise, and  handling  and  storage  fees  were  charged  to  the  exporter. 

Disadvantage  of  "  To  Order  "  Shipments. 

In  the  first  instance,  if  the  goods  had  been  consigned  to  a  reliable 
customs  broker  or  commission  nouse,  the  rice  could  have  been  cleared 
and  stored  without  undue  expense  even  though  the  documents  had 
not  arrived.  The  customs  law  provides  that  consignments  may  be 
cleared  upon  presentation  of  an  order  from  the  shipping  company 
to  the  customs  authorities  authorizing  the  release  without  bill  of 
lading  and  upon  the  filing  of  a  bond  by  the  importer  to  pay  double 
the  value  of  the  merchandise  in  case  the  bill  of  lading  is  not  pre- 
sented within  the  tinje  allowed  by  law.  Under  these  conditions  the 
shipment  could  have  been  cleared,  but  as  an  "  order  "  shipment  it  was 
impossible  to  do  so. 

These  two  instances  are  good  illustrations  of  the  necessity  of 
the  correct  handling  of  shipping  documents  for  this  country.  Mails 
at  times  are  very  irregular,  six  weeks  sometimes  elapsing  between 
the  arrival  of  mail  steamers.  Although  errors  in  documentation  are 
held  as  matters  of  minor  importance  by  some  exporters,  it  is  a  matter 
of  record  that  these  cases  occur  far  too  frequently  to  be  lightly  passed 
over.  The  frequent  repetition  of  such  occurrences,  apart  from  the 
needless  expenses  incurred  by  shippers,  jeopardizes  friendly  relations 
between  United  States  exporters  and  Nicaraguan  purchasers.  As  an 
example  of  this,  the  importer  who  ordered  the  500  sacks  of  rice  re- 
ferred to  above  was  put  to  considerable  expense  in  connection  with 
a  previous  shipment  of  merchandise  from  the  same  exporting  house, 
and  when  the  claim  for  recovery  was  made  the  latter  disclaimed  re- 
sponsibility and  refused  to  make  good  the  loss,  although  the  difficulty 
Was  due  to  faulty  documentation  and  delivery.  The  importer  did 
not  feel  inclined  to  accept  the  shipment  of  rice  in  this  instance  in 
view  of  his  previous  experience.  Shippers  should  carefully  read 
over  instructions  from  Nicaraguan  importers  and  should  promptly 
and  explicitly  comply  with  them. 

[In  connection  with  the  forwarding  of  certificates  of  origin  it  should  be  noted 
that  a  considerable  number  of  important  products  of  United  States  origin  are 
entitled  to  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent  of  the  regular  duties  if  accompanied  by 
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proper  certiflcnte  of  origin.    A  list  of  these  products  was  published  In  Foreign 
Tariff  Notes  No.  4,  p.  110,  and  Is  also  given  on  p.  51  of  Tariff  Series  No.  24.1 

POKTirOAI.. 

-     [Consul  William  Bardel,  St.  Michaels,  Sept.  11.] 
Restrictions  on  Gold  Jewelry  in  the  Azores. 

Under  the  Portuguese  laws,  manufactures  of  gold,  whether  of  do- 
mestic or  foreign  production,  may  not  be  offered  for  sale  in  Portugal 
or  its  adjacent  islands  unless  of  a  guaranteed  fineness  of  0.9166 
(about  22  carats)  or  of  0.8  (about  19|  carats).  It  is  also  required 
that  all  gold  jewelry  must  be  sent  to  Lisbon  to  receive  the  official 
Government  stamp  before  bein^  offered  for  sale.  According  to  an- 
other provision,  no  dealer  in  solid  gold  articles  is  permitted  to  place 
on  sale  in  his  show  cases  any  imitation  articles.  As  a  result,  the  trade 
in  such  goods  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  dry  goods  and  depart- 
ment stores. 

VRtrOVAT. 

[DIario  Oflclal,  Aug.  22.] 
Kew  Bnties  on  Silk  Goods. 

The  measure  substituting  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  12  per  cent  for 
the  former  specific  duties  on  silk  goods  of  various  kinds  (see  Com- 
merce Iteports  for  Sept.  27,  1916)  was  enacted  into  law  August 
16,  1916.  The  new  rate  applies  to  products  included  in  JTos.  761, 752, 
881,  882,  993,  994,  995,  996,  1033,  1034,  1070,  1071,  1073,  and  1074 
of  the  Uruguayan  customs  tariff  and  is  also  applicable  to  fabrics  con- 
taining fibers  other  than  silk  in  a  proportion  not  exceeding  70  per 
cent.  It  is  specially  provided  by  an  order  dated  August  19,  1916, 
that  the  fabrics  classified  under  the  foregoing  numbers  are  to  be  svib- 
ject  to  surta-xes  aggregating  9  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


TEIEGfiAFH  CQHSTBUCTION  AST)  MAINTENANCE  IN  PEBV. 

[American  Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  Sept.  25.] 

The  recent  report  of  the  Director  General  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs 
for  Peru  states  that  the  telegraph  lines  of  the  country  may  on  the 
basis  of  cost  be  divided  into  two  general  classes — the  coast  lines  and 
the  interior  lines.  The  figures  of  cost  for  original  construction  and 
for  upkeep  per  kilometer  (0.62  mile)  on  each  class  of  lines  are: 


Items  ot  cost. 


Coa:;t. 


Island. 


Original  construction,  Iron  posts 

Renovation  ol  wire  and  insulators  every  3  years 

Renewal  of  insulators  and  wire  necessary  each  year. 

Original  construction,  wood  posts 

Total  renewal  every  3  years 

Renewal  necessary  yearly 


$200.00 
20.no 
6.66 
100.00 
100.00 
33.00 


(22S.«I 
6.(0 
2.00 
45.00 


17.00 


NEW  BANES  IN  SIBEBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  H.  F.  Newbard,  Vladivostok,  Aelatic  Russia,  Sept.  18.] 

According  to  the  Omsk  Telegraph  of  September  2,  1916,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Azof-Don  Commercial  Bank  to  establish  several 
branches  in  Siberia  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  credit  trading  and 
industrial  enterprises. 
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PBOFOSALS  FOB  OOVEBiniEllT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTRITCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlceg  named,  and  speolflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  wberc  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  ahort  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
shoold  asic  to  be  placed  on  the  malllnK  lists  of  snch  offices  to  receire  notices  calling  for 
fatnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Sea-tcall  construction,  No.  3712. — Sealed  proposal.s  will  bo  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washlugton,  D.  C,  until 
November  27, 1916,  for  constructing  a  reinforced  concrete  sea  wall  anchored 
to  wood  piles,  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  lid.  Plans 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  or  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy. 

Rope,  rubber  hae,  etc.,  No.  3713. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  341  P.  O.  Building,  Detroit,  Mich.,  until  November 
28,  1916,  for  the  sale  by  the  Lighthouse  Service  of  old  rope,  rubber  hose, 
lead,  copper,  brass,  etc.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  above-named  inspector. 

SiffMl  Corps  supplies.  No.  3714. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  9,  1916,  for  furnishing  bells,  controllers,  lamps,  switches,  red 
coloring  fluid,  etc.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  above-named  office.     (Refer  to  Proposal  No.  876.) 

Dredging,  No.  3715. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  4,  1916, 
for  dredging  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Plans  and  specifications 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the 
commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Repair  of  Light  Vessel,  No.  3716. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
■  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  November  14,  1916,  for  docking, 
cleaning,  painting,  and  repairing  Light  Vessel,  No.  52.    Further  informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-name<l  officer. 

Coble,  No.  3717. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  3, 1916, 
for  f u  mlshlng  1,600  feet  of  cable.  Specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
catloa  to  the  above-named  office.     (Refer  to  Proposal  No.  877.) 

Radio  masts.  No.  3718. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  4, 
1916,  for  radio  masts  for  the  receiving  station  in  the  State,  War,  and  Navy 
Building,  Washington,  D.  C.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Uiteellaneous  work.  No.  3719. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
27,  1916,  for  performing  miscellaneous  jobs  during  tlie  period  beginning 
December  1,  1916,  and  ending  June  30,  1917,  covering  the  following  range 
of  work:  Electrical,  carpentering,  cabinet  work,  gardening,  plastering, 
bricklaying,  concrete,  cement  finishing,  excavating  by  hand,  lawn  mowing, 
grading  by  hand,  moving,  cleaning  and  the  like,  excavating  and  grading 
with  teams,  plowing,  carting,  plumbing  and  steamfitting,  blacksmlthlng, 
stone  setting,  and  painting.  Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Standards. 

Cupola,  blower,  etc..  No.  3720. — Sealed  ijroposals  will  be  received  by  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 15,  1916,  for  furnishing  one  i-ton  cupola,  blower,  ladle,  and  other  ac- 
cessories. Specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards. 

Coast-guard  station.  No.  3721. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  28,  1916,  for  constructing  a  coast-guard  station  and  acces- 
sories at  San  Luis,  Galveston  Island,  Tex.  Specifications  and  drawings 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  Ninth  District,  Coast 
Guard,  Galveston,  Tex.,  or  to  the  above-named  office. 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OFPOBTUmTIES. 

Reserrcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  and  Its  district  oflces.    BeQnest 
■  for  eacb  opportunity  Rbould  be  on  n  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportanlty  BiiiMcr. 
The  Barcnn  does  not  furnisb  credit  ratings  or  assume  rcsponaiblllty  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  .usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

'Automobile  arccssoriet,  etc..  No.  22766. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Vene- 
zuela WTites  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  In  his  district  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  automobile  accessories  and  supplies.  Other 
lines  are  desired  later. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  22767 — An  oculist  In  the  Far  Bast  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  equip- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  lenses  for  glasses  and  other  optical  goods. 
Machinery  for  the  entire  process,  from  the  smelting  of  the  metal  to  tbe 
final  grinding  of  the  lenses,  as  well  as  books  connected  with  these  processes, 
are  desired. 

"Windmills,  No.  22768. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  an 
Important  firm  In  his  district  is  desirous  of  getting  in  touch  with  American 
nmnufacturers  of  windmills.  Catalogues  and  full  particulars  are  desired 
at  once.    Correspondence  In  Engllsli. 

Tools,  hardware,  etc..  No.  22769. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Nether- 
lauds  reports  that  a  company  In  his  district  wishes  to  form  connections 
with  American  manufacturers  of  tools,  padlocks,  hardware  In  general, 
novelties  of  all  kinds,  corsets,  articles  of  women's  apparel,  and  other  manu- 
factured goods  for  which  a  market  may  be  found  in  that  country. 

Drugs,  lubricants,  etc..  No.  22770. — A  firm  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  wishes  to  t>e  placed  In  touch  with  American  exporters 
of  drugs,  greases,  paints,  and  lubricants. 

2fotions  and  novelties,  etc.,  No.  22771. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece 
reports  that  one  of  the  principal  dry  goods  stores  In  his  district  desires  to 
import  from  the  United  States  novelties  and  notions  of  all  kinds.  Including 
colored  yarns,  cotton  tapes,  scissors,  aluminum  spoons  and  forks,  etc., 
shaving  brushes,  snap  fasteners,  elastic  for  garters,  pocket  mirrors,  combs, 
and  key  rings  and  chains,  etc.  A  complete  list  of  the  articles  desired,  to- 
gether with  samples,  niny  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  79232.) 

'Adfcrtising  posters.  No.  22772. — A  firm  of  seed  merchants  In  Australia  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to  secure  some  advertising 
posters,  6  or  10  feet  square,  showing  scenes  of  farm  life,  for  use  in  ad- 
vertising the  goods  handled  by  that  firm. 

Provisions,  barbed  icire,  etc..  No.  22773. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letta" 
from  a  manufacturers'  representative  in  Cuba  who  desires,  to  be  placed 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  machinery  of  all 
kinds,  barbed  wire,  codfish,  flour,  wheat,  salt,  oat  bran,  potatoes,  beans, 
and  peas,  etc. 

Uachinery,  No.  22774. — A  commission  broker  in  Porto  Rico  desires  to  get  in 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  maclilnery  for  making  oxygen.  Infonnation 
is  also  desired  as  to  the  present  price  in  New  York  of  oxygen  gas,  and  other 
particulars  regarding  the  manufacture  and  marketing  of  that  gas. 

Bronze  powder,  No.  22775. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  writes 
that  an  established  manufacturer  of  wall  paper  In  his  district  w^ants  to 
l>uy  bronze  powder  direct  from  the  American  manufacturers. 
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FBENCH  PBOHIBITION  ON  SAW  TABTAB. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Paris.] 

A  French  decree  of  October  12  prohibits  the  importation  into  Franc© 
and  ..Algeria  of  wine  lees  and  raw  tartar  of  foreign  origin  or  that 
shipped  from  foreign  countries.  The  prohibition  is  not  applicable 
to  Government  imports,  and  shipments  made  direct  before  the  publica- 
tion of  the  decree  are  subject  to  exceptions  by  the  Minister  of  Fi- 
nance. 

DOKESTIC  MINEBAL  WATEBS  BBINO  LABGEB  BETIJBN8. 

The  number  of  active  mineral  springs  in  the  United  States  in 
1915,  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey,  showed  a  reduction  from  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  the  production  was  smaller,  though  the  value  was  greater  than 
in  1914.  Statistics  reported  from  829  commercial  springs  show  that 
the  total  production  was  54,358,466  gallons,  valued  at  $4,892,328. 
The  decrease  in  production  was  2,444,963  gallons,  or  4  per  cent.  The 
increase  in  value  of  medicinal  waters  was  $60,506  and  in  the  value 
of  table  waters  $185,960;  thus  the  total  increase  in  value  of  sales 
was  $246,466,  or  5  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  Dusiness  is  slightly  smaller  than  the  decrease  in 
imports  of  foreign  waters,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  increase  of 
pnce  per  gallon  from  9  to  iO  cents,  indicates  increased  sales  of  mod- 
erately high-priced  domestic  waters  that  have  become  valuable  sub- 
stitutes for  waters  previously  imported. 

New  York  led  in  number  of  commercial  springs  and  in  quantity 
of  mineral  water  sold  and  was  second  to  Wisconsin  in  total  value  of 
production  and  in  value  of  table  waters.  California  was  first  and 
Indiana  was  second  in  value  of  medicinal  waters. 


A  history  of  the  cod  fisheries  of  the  Pacific  coast  has  been  published 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  The  volume,  which  con- 
tams  111  pa^es,  with  half-tone  illustrations  and  a  map,  includes  a 
complete  review  of  the  industry  in  1915.  Copies  may  be  obtained  at 
25  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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KETHODS  OF  PXIBCHASING  BATTAN. 

[Consul  Genera!  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Sept  11.1 

Differences  in  methods  in  the  purchase  of  rattan  in  the  Hongkong 
market  are  causing  some  trouble  in  the  trade,  the  matter  of  customs 
valuations  in  the  United  States  being  one  result  of  such  variations. 
Rattan  in  Hongkong  is  brought  for  export  by  Chinese  firms  or  by  the 
compradores  of  foreign  firms  throurfi  brokers  from  various  im- 
porters, who  obtain  the  cane  from  the  East  Indies  and  Malay  States, 
a  large  portion  of  the  best. grade  cane  coming  from  the  southern 
islands  of  the  Philippines  through  the  Dutch  East  Indies  and  other 
southern  ports.  [A  40-page  monograph  on  the  rattan  supply  of  the 
Philippines,  known  as  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  95,  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  Washington,  D.  C.j  or  from  the  district  and  cooperative 
offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  price  5 
cents  a  copy.] 

The  cane  as  imported  is  usually  sorted  at  once  into  different  sizes 
and  grades  according  to  what  is  mown  as  the  American  gauge.  The 
various  sizes  are  numbered  according  to  this  gauge,  from  the  snudlest 
size  (No.  1)  serially  by  half  numbers,  the  value  varying  also  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  cane. 

Qaotingr  Prices  "  for  the  Xot "  and  for  Separate  Orades. 

Purchases  for  export  are  usually  made  on  orders  from  the  United 
States  for  an  assorted  lot,  that  is,  a  lot  including  various  sizes  of 
the  cane.  The  price  of  the  cane  usually  is  fixed  by  the  lot,  i.  e.,  a 
lot  of  500  bales  assorted  rattan  would  be  sold  at  so  much  for  the 
entire  500  bales.  However,  each  particular  size,  according  to  demand 
and  supply,  has  its  own  particular  price.  Usually  an  assorted  lot  is 
sold  for  a  price  made  up  from  the  proportion  of  various  sizes  at 
particular  prices,  but  sold  nevertheless  as  an  assorted  lot,  and,  the- 
oretically, at  least,  duty  would  be  assessed  on  the  value  of  the  lot. 

Several  of  the  Hongkong  exporters,  however,  have  been  invoicing 
lots  of  rattan  by  sizes  and  specifying  the  price  for  each  size,  and  this 
lias  given  rise  to  trouble.  The  rattan  usually  sold  in  the  market  for 
American  use  runs  from  Nos.  4  to  8,  and  an  ordinary  assorted  lot 
would  contain  sizes  accordingly.  Sometimes  orders  from  America 
specify  the  proportion  of  sizes  wanted,  but  usually  the  order  calls 
for  an  assorted  lot,  say  Nos.  4  to  7  or  4  to  8.  Usually  such  an  order 
would  be  filled  by  furnishing  sizes  within  the  limit  in  equal  propor- 
tion. For  example,  an  order  for  "  350  bales  selected  rattan  core,  Nos. 
4  to  7,  American  gauge,"  would  be  filled  by  an  equal  number  of  bales 
of  each  size,  viz,  50  bales  of  4,  4^,  5,  5J,  6,  6J,  and  7,  and  so  on.  The 
goods  would  be  invoiced  at  an  average  price  for  the  grades  sent,  or 
at  a  fixed  price  for  the  entire  lot. 

Small  Orades  the  Kost  Expensive. 

Tlie  smallest-sized  cane  is  the  most  valuable.  On  the  basis  of  say 
$:i5  gold  per  picul  (133 J  pounds)  for  the  smallest  size  Extra  Se- 
lected, the  price  for  usual  or  average  grades  of  Extra  Selected  would 
be  about  $17  gold  and  for  Marketeer  Common  about  $14  gold  per 
picul.  Nevertheless,  as  a  rule  prices  for  particular  sizes  will  average 
higher  than  if  the  sizes  are  bought  in  lots  including  the  usual  pro- 
portion of  large  and  small  sizes.   A  lot  including  sizes  from  3  to  8  will 
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run  higher  than  a  lot  including  only  4  to  7,  since  it  is  less  easy  to 
secure  an  assortment  covering  so  many  sizes  and  the  extreme  grades 
than  an  assortment  including  only  the  more  common  grades. 

The  present  tendency  in  the  trade,  as  well  as  in  customs  matters, 
is  to  specify  sizes  and  invoice  according  to  price  for  each  item. 

[Other  articles  on  the  rattan  trade  of  China  appeared  In  Commebce  Reports 
for  May  12,  1915,  and  July  18  and  28,  1916.] 


POPPY  CITLTIVATION  IN  MACEDONIA. 

[CoDsul  General  D.  I.  Murphy,  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  Sept.  15.] 

An  important  industry  of  Macedonia — and  one  that  has  brought 
excellent  returns  to  the  growers — is  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy 
plant.  Besides  the  opium  extracted  from  the  flowers,  an  oil  is  ex- 
pressed from  the  seeds  that  is  said  to  be  superior  to  Russian  sun- 
flower oil  and  even  to  English  and  American  cottonseed  oil.  The 
residuum,  after  being  pressed  into  cakes,  forms  a  nourishing  food 
for  cattle. 

This  j'ear's  crop  of  the  poppy  plant  has  been  most  abundant  (its 
estimated  value  being  $500,000,  including  the  flowers,  the  opium 
extracted,  and  the  seed  produced),  the  various  centers  of  cultivation 
contributing  to  the  season's  yield  in  the  following  amounts : 


Districts. 

Pounds. 

Districts. 

Pounds, 

Tttrwh 

5S,000 

S,000 
33,000 
33,000 
26,400 
0,000 

KratoTO 

6,009 

Vel«B 

Frllep 

11,000 

Shtip 

Kotctaani 

15,400 

Total 

Skopit 

242,000 

Slavish 

The  prices  obtained  for  the  season's  crop  ranged  from  $0.12  to  $0.17 
per  oka  (the  oka  being  the  equivalent  to  2f  pounds). 

The  primitive  methods  of  extraction  pursued  in  Macedonia  pro- 
duce but  42  per  cent  of  oil,  but  it  is  believed  that  with  modern  presses 
the  output  would  be  much  greater.  One-third  of  the  seed  suflBces  for 
the  needs  of  the  country,  the  remainder  being  exported.  The  opium 
produced  likewise  is  exported,  but  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
obtain  any  reliable  information  as  to  the  probable  value  of  this 
special  product. 

TIITRAVIOIET  EAYS  FOP.  PURmriNG  PAEA  WATEE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Sept.  20.] 

In  his  annual  message  jiresented  to  the  congress  of  the  State  of 
Para  the  governor  of  that  State  called  attention  to  plans  which  will 
be  put  in  operation  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
city  of  Para  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  treasury  permits,  and 
adds  that  attention  is  being  given  to  the  possibility  of  adopting  a 
system  not  yet  employed  in  any  other  city- in  Brazil,  namelj',  the 
modem  proems  of  sterilizing  water  by  means  of  ultraviolet  rays. 
The  adoption  of  this  system  depends  on  reliable  information  in 
regard  to  the  cost  of  the  apparatus,  information  which  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  obtain  in  Europe  up  to  the  present  time. 
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AMEBICAH  FEDIGBEE  CATTLE  Hi  AB0EI7TIHA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Baenog  Aires,  Sept.  18.] 

According  to  the  Argentine  Year  Book  for  1915-16  the  grading  up 
of  cattle  in  this  country  has  been  brought  about  by  the  importation, 
chiefly  from  Great  Britain,  of  the  best  strains  of  blood  that  money 
could  purchase.  From  1901  to  1914  pedigree  animals  entering  the 
Eepublic  were  as  follows:  Shorthorn,  10,722;  polled  Angus,  440; 
Hereford,  714;  red  polled,  121;  Jersey,  115;  various,  649;  total, 
12,761.  Experts  have  placed  an  average  valuation  on  these  pedigree 
animals  of  $637  United  States  currency,  giving  a  total  valuation  of 
about  $8,000,000. 

Show  sales  of  pedigree  cattle  are  held  each  year  at  Palermo,  in  the 
city  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  form  the  annual  feature  of  pastoral  life 
in  this  Eepublic.  In  1913,  the  world's  record  was  made  at  Palermo, 
when  the  champion  Shorthorn  bull,  Americus,  broiight  $80,000 
Argentine  paper  ($33,968  United  States  currency),  d  1915,  the 
champion  bull,  Durham  Shorthorn,  sold  at  auction  for  $60,000 
Argentine  paper  ($25,476  United  States  currency).  In  1916,  the 
Shorthorn  'reserve  champion  brought  $55,000  Argentine  paper 
(I $23,353  United  States  currency) .  The  favorite  breed  in  the  Argentine 
is  now  the  Durham  Shorthorn,  of  which  200  bulls  were  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  1915  for  a  total  of  $1,140,000  Argentine  paper  ($484,040 
United  States  currency),  or  an  average  of  $5,700  Argraitine  paper 
per  head,  or  about  $2,420  United  Stat^  currency,  all  exclusive  of  a 
(^per  cent  commission  which  is  paid  by  the  purchasers  in  this  countrr. 
The  Hereford  appears  to  have  dedined  in  favor,  the  champion  ball 
of  that  breed  having  been  sold  in  1915  for  $12,000  Areentine  paper 
($5,095  United  States  currency),  or  about  a  fifth  of  me  price  paid 
for  the  champion  Durham. 

Standing  of  the  Polled  An^s  Breed. 

The  polled  Angus  was  considered  a  few  years  ago  to  be  the  coming 
breed,  but  seemed  in  little  favor  at  Palermo  in  1915,  when  the  cham- 
pion bull  of  this  class  was  sold  for  only  $4,500  Argentine  paper 
($1,910  United  States  currency).  On  the  other  hand,  the  polled 
Angus  steer  is  in  great  demand  among  the  establishments  that  pack 
frozen  beef,  and  in  1915  prices  in  the  ordinary  cattle  markets  went 
as  high  as  $400  Argentine  paper  ($170  United  States  currency) 
for  tms  type  of  steer,  which  improbably  a  world's  record. 

In  the  fall  of  1915  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding,  of  Chicago,  secretarj;  of 
the  American  Shorthorn  Breeders'  Association,  came  to  Argentina, 
and  can  be  credited  with  being  the  primary  cause  of  having  this 
important  market  thrown  open  for  the  future  to  American  Short- 
horn pedigree  cattle. 

Under  uovernment  decree  dated  October  6,  1915,  the  regulations 
for  the  importation  of  live  stock  into  this  country  were  amended  as 
follows : 

Art.  46 ;  par.  f ,  to  read :  Importation  Is  prohibited  Into  the  territory  of  the 
Uepublic,  at  any  point,  of  live  stock  of  the  bovine,  ovine,  caprine,  and  porcine 
species,  coming  from  countries  where  foot-and-moutli  disease  exists  or  has 
existed  in  an  epizootic  or  general  form;  or  from  Departments,  Provinces, 
Countries,  or  States  where  tlie  disease  exists  or  has  existed  within  S  months 
previous  to  shipment,  the  3  months  redtoning  from  the  date  of  the  official  deco- 
ration of  the  extinction  of  the  disease,  providing  that  such  declaration  has  not 
been  made  until  15  days  have  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  last  case  of  the 
disease. 
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Bat  Xednoed  to  Tliree  Konths. 

Article  48,  paragraphs  a,  b,  and  c  nre  modified  in  ttie  sense  of  reducing  tlie  six 
months  to  three,  which  are  required  to  be  declared  In  the  sanitary  certificate  of 
origin  as  the  period  which  has  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  extinction  of  foot- 
and-month  disease;  and,  as  set  forth  In  the  previously  modified  article,  that 
the  disease  does  not  exist  in  an  epizootic  form  in  the  country  of  origin,  and 
also  that  there  Is  no  case  of  it  in  the  State,  Province,  or  Department  from  which 
the  animals  have  come. 

The  removal  through  these  amendments  of  the  prohibition  upon 
the  importation  of  American  cattle  into  Argentina  should  open  to 
American  breeders  of  pedigree  cattle  a  most  promising  market  that 
heretofore  has  been  monopolized  by  British  breeders. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Harding's  arrival  American  cattle  were  for- 
bidden entry  into  Argentina  so  long  as  foot-and-mouth  disease  ex- 
isted anywhere  in  the  United  States.  In  other  words,  cattle  could 
not  be  sent  here  from  the  State  of  Maine,  for  instance,  if  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  chanced  to  exist  in  California,  although  there  might 
not  be  a  case  of  it  in  any  other  State. 


RETUBNS  OF  ABOENTniA'S  LATEST  CENSUS. 

[Consul  WiUlam  Dawson,  jr.,  Bosarlo,  Sept.  6.] 

According  to  the  recently  published  returns  of  the  1914  census, 
Argentina  had  on  June  1,  1914,  a  total  of  7,886,237  inhabitants, 
against  3,954,911  inhabitants  in  1895,  when  the  preceding  census  was 
taken.  The  most  rapid  growth  is  noted  in  the  case  of  the  Province 
of  Mendoza,  whose  population  increased  by  138.97  per  cent  in  19 
years.  (The  increase  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  was  137.62  per 
cent.)  The  growth  of  population  was  also  remarkable  in  the  Prov- 
inces of  Santa  Fe  and  Cordoba,  in  the  Rosario  district. 

The  density  of  population  for  the  entire  Republic  in  1914  was  2.7 
per  square  kilometer  (0.3861  square  mile) .  Tucuman  still  leads  in 
this  respect,  with  14.4  inhabitante  per  square  kilometer,  whereas  Cata- 
marca  has  an  average  of  less  than  1  inhabitant  (0.8).  Santa  Fe 
shows  an  average  of  6.8  inhabitants  per  square  kilometer ;  Entre  Rios, 
5.7;  Cordoba,  4.6;  Corrientes,  4.1;  and  Mendoza,  1.9.  Misiones,  with 
1.8,  is  the  only  Territory  to  attain  an  average  of  1  inhabitant  per 
square  kilometer. 
Proportion  of  ICales  and  Females — ^Kigration — Kationality. 

Of  Argentina's  7,885,237  inhabitants  in  1914,  4,227,023  were  males 
and  3,658,214  females.  This  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  large  number  of 
male  inunigrants,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  5,527.285  Argentine 
citizens  2,753,214  were  males  and  2,774,071  females.  The  preponder- 
snce  of  males  is  particularly  marked  in  the  coast  Provinces,  which 
retain  and  absorb  a  high  percentage  of  immigrants.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  such  Provinces  as  Corrientes,  San  Luis,  Santiago  del  Estero, 
San  Juan,  La  Rioja,  and  Catamarca,  whose  men  find  more  lucrative 
employment  in  other  regions,  females  predominate. 

The  migration  from  one  Province  to  another  forms  the  subject  of  a 
special  study,  recently  publislied,  in  which  the  Director  of  the  Census 
states  that  86  per  cent  of  native  Argentines  reside  in  the  Province 
<>r  territory  in  which  they  were  born.  In  1895  the  percentage  was  84. 
The  movement  toward  the  cities,  which  is  a  characteristic  particu- 
larly of  the  industrial  stage  of  economic  development,  is  present  in 
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Argentina  in  spite  of  the  country's  pastoral  and  agricultural  wealth. 
This  applies  especially  to  Buenos  Aires. 

The  information  respecting  nationality  published  thus  far  is  of 
especial  interest.  Of  the  7,885^37  inhabitants  of  Argentina  in  1914, 
5,527^85  were  Ai^entines  and  2,367,952  foreigners. 

Orowlngr  Tendency  Toward  Hatnrallzation. 

In  a  special  study  concerning  naturalization  the  Director  of  the 
Census  calls  attention  to  the  growing  tendency  among  foreigners  to 
become  Argentine  citizens.  The  1895  census  showed  that  at  that  time 
out  of  every  1,000  male  foreigners  residing  in  the  Kepublic  only  2.3 
had  secured  naturalization.  By  1914  the  average  had  risen  to  22.5 
per  thousand.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  male  for- 
eigners of  the  principal  groups  residing  in  Argentina  in  1914,  to- 
gether with  the  number  and  proportion  of  naturalized  citizens  per- 
taining to  each  group: 


Country  of  birth. 


Nsttiral- 
izedAr- 
eantint 
dtizans. 


Ifaleto- 

habttants 

of  ArgGD- 

Una. 


Nnmber 
ofmtn- 

raUnd 
cftlms 
par  1,000 

malfls. 


Anstria-Htniguy 

Bolciaiii 

BolMs 

BiadL 

Chlto, 

Franc*. 
-««rniany... 

Oreeoe 

Italy 

I>angaaT.., 
Portugal..., 

Rtusla 

Spain 

SwitMrland. 
Torkay..... 
Uruguay.... 


■m 

88 

an 

187 
3S1 

aw 

i,(m 

ui 

12,348 

6tt 

2tS 

1,13> 

11,448 

M4 

»S 

2,328 


3(,943 
2,781 
12,024 
18,038 
21,002 
18,MS 
44,001 
17,407 
8,373 

ssr,«n 

18,188 
11, «» 
84,888 
812,743 
8,807 
52,194 
40,018 


3I.S 
30.9 
21.8 
«.B 
U.t 
U.9 
M.S 
414 
20kl 

n.0 
&( 

2S.8 

28.7 
22.S 
M.1 
7.8 
48.4 


PROPOSES  FOWEB  UlTOEBTAKIHaS  FOB  AT.manTA 

(ConBular  Agent  Hartley  F.  Yost,  Almerla,  Spain,  Sept.  18.] 

A  proposed  increase  in  the  price  of  gas  and  electricity  in  Almeria 
has  revived  interest  in  a  project,  under  consideration  for  some  time, 
for  a  hydroelectric  plant,  the  power  to  be  obtained  from  streams  in 
the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  A  study  is  also  being  made  of  the 
calorific  qualities  of  the  large  deposits  of  peat  at  Boquetas,  10  miles 
west  of  Almeria.  Either  of  these  undertakings  might  prove  interest- 
ing to  American  engineers  and  investors. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BXTBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DISTRICT  OFnCES. 

NEW  lOBE:  Boom  409,  Ciitoaihonc. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cutomkoaic. 

CHICAOO:  604  Federal  Bnlldlag. 

ST.LOCIS:  403  Tliird  NiUonal  Bank  Balldlag. 

ATLANTA:  521  Poat  Office  Botldlng. 

NEW  OBLEANS:  lOSO  BlberaU  Bank  Bnlldlng. 

BAN  FBANCISCO:  807  Castomliog<«. 

SEATTLE:  S48  Benrjr  Building. 


COOPEBATIVE  OFFICES. 

CLEVELAND:  Ckamker  of  Comaeie*. 
CINCINNATI:  Clumber  of  Coaimeiee. 
CINaNNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANCngLES:  Chunber  of  Coawerec. 
PHILADELPBIA :  Chamber  of  ComaieTce. 
CHATFANOOflA:  SovU  Anerlein  Agent,  Soalk- 

ern  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON:  Sreater  Bajrton  Astedatloa. 
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EXPORT  07  SFAinSH  TEXTILES. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailer  Harst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  20.1 

The  export  of  textiles  from  Spain  underwent  marked  changes 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  1916,  a  period  of  particular  interest 
in  comparing  present  activity  in  this  branch  of  manufacture  with 
that  manifest  in  1914  before  the  war.  Although  the  value  of  the 
export  as  a  whole  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1916  shows  a 
decrease  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1915,  it  is  still 
considerably  in  excess  of  that  of  1914,  when,  until  the  end  of  July, 
,  business  was  normal. 

.  \  Cotton  and  Cotton  Kanvfactures. 

[  The  total  value  of  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures  exported  during 

I  the  first  seven  months  of   1916   was  .$12,748,909,  compared   with 

I  $17,748,041  in  1915,  a  falling  off  of  $4,999,132,  whereas  in  comparison 

,'  with  the  first  seven  months  of  1914,  during  which  sales  abroad 

I  amounted  to  $4,433,698,  there  is  a  gain  of  $8,315,211.    The  reexporta- 

I  tion  of  raw  cotton  fell  from  nearfy  3,000  metric  tons  in  1915  to  462 

tons  in  1916,  only  slightly  in  excess  of  the  amount  in  1914.    Raw 

cotton  was  likewise  imported  in  lesser  quantity,  103,380  tons  having 

been  discharged  at  Spanish  ports  during  tlie  first  seven  months  of 

1915,  compared  with  61,789  tons  in  1916. 

The  export  of  cotton  yam  tripled  during  the  past  seven  months, 
compared  with  1915,  when  1,251  tons  were  exported,  and  in  1916, 
3,710  tons.  ^Vhile  only  1,090  tons  of  white  cotton  goods  were  ex- 
ported during  the  first  seven  months  of  1916,  compared  with  4,101 
tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  the  amount  is  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  324  tons  exported  in  1914.  Dyed  and  printed  cotton 
goods  show  a  steady  increase  from  1,903  tons  m  1914  to  3,657  tons  in 
1915  and  4,384  tons  in  1916.  The  greater  part  of  the  colored  cotton 
goods  manufactured  here  is  destined  for  South  and  Central  American 
markets,  where  the  demand  for  them  is  increasing.  Laces  and  em 
broideries,  of  which  nearly  13  tons  were  exported  in  1914  and  7 
tons  in  1915,  increased  to  10^  tons  in  1916.  There  were  493  tons  o: 
cotton  knit  goods  exported  in  1914,  1,769  tons  in  1915,  amd  877  tons 
in  1916.  These  figures  do  not  include  hosiery  and  gloves,  the  export 
of  which  rose  from  53  tons  in  1914  to  362  tons  in  1915  and  fell  to 
240  tons  in  1916.  Spanish  knit  goods  are  likewise  largely  exported 
to  Latin  America. 
Hemp  and  Flax  Uannfactnres — Woolen  Ooods, 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  hemp  and  fiax  manufactures  in  1916  as  a 
whole  shows  a  decrease  compared  with  the  first  seven  months  of 

1915,  but  is  still  more  than  double  that  of'  1914 ;  the  values  being 
$431,^21  in  1914,  $1,327,337  in  1915,  and  $1,035,880  in  1916.  The 
most  important  item  of  export  in  this  class  is  yarn  of  which  983 
tons  were  exported  during  1914,  1,151  tons  in  1915,  and  1,109  tons  in 

1916.  The  export  of  sewing  thread  has  developed  from  a  fraction 
of  a  ton  in  1914  to  86  tons  in  1915,  and  210  tons  in  the  1916  period. 
The  export  of  fish  nets  shows  a  decline  from  12  tons  in  1914  to  8 
tons  in  1915  and  5  tons  in  1916.  There  were  375,330  empty  sacks 
exported  in  1914, 3,605,602  in  1915,  and  609,235  in  1916. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  wool  and  woolen  manufactures  in 
Jhe  first  seven  months  of  1916  was  over  three  times  that  of  the  corre- 
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spending  period  of  1914,  although  less  than  in  1915,  the  values  being 
$3,250,975  in  1914,  $20,001,712  in  1915,  and  $11,843,074  in  1916.  The 
export  of  unwashed  wool,  influenced  by  Govamment  restrictions, 
fell  from  7,288  tons  in  1914  to  898  tons  in  1915  and  966  tons  in  1916. 
Of  washed  wool  448  tons  were  exported  in  1914,  203  tons  in  1916, 
and  887  tons  in  1916.  The  export  of  blankets,  which  rose  from  4  tons 
in  1914  to  3,686  tons  in  1915,  declined  in  1916  to  2,513  tons.  Woolen 
knit  goods  were  exported  to  the  amount  of  6  tons  in  1914, 1,029  tons 
in  1915,  and  320  tons  in  1916.  Cloth  and  other  textiles  of  pure  wool 
increased  from  132  tons  in  1914  to  1,400  tons  in  1915,  and  1,5^  tons 
in  1916,  while  55  tons  of  mixed  cotton  and  woolen  goods  were  ex- 
ported during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914,  2,502  tons  in  1915,  and 
296  tons  in  1916. 


DCFBGVED  BUSIHESS  CGITOITIOIIS  IN  VICTOSIA. 

[Consul  R.  B.  Mosber,  Victoria,  BrlUsIi  Colombia,  Canada,  Oct.  12.] 

Business  generally  in  Victoria  this  fall  is  25  to  100  per  cent  better 
than  it  was  this  time  last  year.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with 
dry-goods  houses,  men's  furnishing  shops,  and  stores  that  cater  to 
women.  The  only  stores  that  have  experienced  little  or  no  increase 
are  those  which  supply  chiefly  luxuries,  such  as  jewelry. 

The  bank  clearings  of  Victoria  during  the  last  several  weeks  have 
shown  a  steady  and  growing  increase.  For  the  last  few  weeks  they 
have  been  running  at  about  $1,500,000  a  week,  which  is  an  increase  of 
$200,000  to  $500,000  a  week  over  the  same  period  last  year. 


AMEKICAN  CONSULAS  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  eonfer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
veno«. 


Address. 


Pike,  William  J 

a  racey,  Wilbur  T 

Pooaldson,  Cliester. . . 

Clum,  UaroldD 

rhamberlin,  George  E 
Spulir,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D . . 

Morgan,  Henry  II .... 

Wat-ra.JohnJ.  C... 

Albcn,  Talbot  J 

Hanson,  George  C .... 


St.  Gall,  Bwitterland. 
Seville,  Spain 


Fort    Llmon,    Costa 

Rica. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 


Georgetown,  Guiana. 
Uouterldeo,  Uruguay 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 

Hamburg,  Germany .. 

St.  Pierre, Miquclon... 
Hanover,  Germany . . . 
Swatow,  Cbina 


Nov. 
Oct. 


Nov.  26 
Nov.  18 


Dec.   U 
Dec.     1 


Dec.   11 

Dor.     I 

Deo.  25 
..do..., 
Pec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington.  D.  a 

C/o  District  Offloe,  Bureau  of  ForeWi 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nor. 

1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  Offlco,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commeroe,  Roam  4M, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Oct.  2J- 

Nov.  1. 
c/o  District  Oaiee,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Fedanl 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel, Forty^eaoond 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  CItt. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  Hi.  C.  B.  Hanptman,  Fife  Bonding, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  untU  Oct.  30. 
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kahwat  coHSTBircnoN  asd  sevenues  in  Venezuela. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gnaira,  Sept.  2S.] 

With  530  miles  of  steam  lines  in  operation,  Venezuela  has  7  feet  of 
railway  for  each  square  mile  of  territory,  and  11.8  inches  per  head 
of  population.  The  average  freight  rate  is  30.5  cents  per  ton-mile ; 
the  average  passenger  rate  6.57  cents  per  mile  for  first  class  and  4.6 
cents  for  second  class.  AH  lines  are  narrow  gauge,  the  various 
widths  being  3  feet  6  inches,  1  meter  (39.37  inches),  3  feet,  and 
2  feet.  As  a  rule  there  is  no  interchange  of  cars  between  the  vari- 
ous roads.  Freights  are  based  upon  weights  without  regard  to  the 
class  or  value  of  the  merchandise,  and  no  reductions  are  made  for 
carload  or  other  quantity  shipments.  Upon  the  more  important 
lines  the  equipment  is  of  European  origin  and  type.  With  two  ex- 
ceptions all  the  roads  are  short  lines  from  a  port  to  a  city  or  a 
populated  district  on  the  highlands  not  far  from  tidewater. 

Practically  aU  the  existing  railways  were  built  between  1881  and 
1893  under  Government  subsidies,  and  guaranties  of  interest  upon 
the  captial  invested.  This  policy  was  greatly  modified  in  1892  and 
1897,  and  as  a  result  not  a  single  mile  of  railroad  was  constructed. 
In  1912  the  present  law  was  passed,  and  in  1914  some  extensions  of 
existing  lines  were  begun. 
Three  Roads  Taken  Over  by  (toverameut. 

In  1895  the  Government  raised  a  loan  of  50,000,000  bolivars 
($9,650,000),  with  which  three  of  the  least  profitable  roads  were 
taken  over,  the  accrued  debt  upon  the  guaranties  paid,  and  the 
guaranteeing  clauses  canceled  in  all  contracts  except  that  of  the 
Puerto  Cabello- Valencia  Railway.  In  1916  this  company  accepted 
£190,000  sterling  ($924,635)  in  payment  of  all  accrued  indebtedness 
and  for  the  cancellation  of  the  interest  ^aranty  for  the  future. 

On  several  of  the  main  roads  traffic  is  lighter  now  than  25  years 
ago,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  rail  transportation  is  as 
costly  as  that  by  pack  mule,  scarcely  any  of  the  railway  enterprises 
have  earned  a  fair  return  upon  the  capital  invested,  though  certainly 
transportation  has  been  quickened  and  rates  have  been  steadied  if 
not  cheapened.  It  is  proDable  that  in  several  cases  capital  invest- 
ments have  been  smaller  and  earnings  greater  than  the  statistics 
indicate. 

The  reasons  for  the  conditions  shown  lie  in  the  sparseness  of  the 
popylation,  and  its  distribution  in  a  long  narrow  strip  of  territory 
skirting  the  seaboard,  which  leads  to  the  building  of  unconnected 
lines  with  short  hauls;  in  the  moderate  producing  and  consuming 
power  of  the  people ;  and  in  the  general  refusal  of  the  lines  to  grant 
low  rates  for  commodities  of  small  value. 
Total  Cargo  XoTement  Soring:  Last  Tear. 

In  1915  the  total  cargo  movement  over  all  railways  amounted  to 
280,621  tons,  which,  on  a  basis  of  300  working  days  per  year,  gives 
a  daily  movement  of  only  If  tons  per  mile  of  line. 

The  Bolivar  Railway  (British  capital)  was  the  first  road  under- 
taken in  Venezuela.  Its  object  was  to  provide  an  outlet  for  ore 
from  the  copper  mines  in  the  State  of  Yaracuy.  Construction  was 
begun  successively  in  1836,  in  1862,  and  for  the  third  time  in  1872. 
The  line  was  completed  in  1877.    It  runs  from  the  port  of  Tucacas 
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(northwest  of  Puerto  Cabello)  to  Aroa  and  Barquisimeto,  and  has 
contracted  to  construct  a  branch  from  Palma  Sols  to  San  Felipe, 
the  capital  of  tlie  State  of  YaracuT.  Of  this  branch  20  kilometers 
(12  miles)  were  built  in  1915.  The  length  is  176.5  kilometers  (110 
miles)  and  the  contract  length  218.5  kilometers.  The  gauge  is  two 
feet  and  the  rail  runs  4S  pounds  to  the  yard.  The  capital  stock 
amounts  to  i^>.H22Jj')0  United  States  currency,  and  the  investment  to 
date  is  $r>.i>74.fKJO.  The  maximum  grade  is  5.27  per  cent,  the  mini- 
mum radius  of  curves  46.S3  meters,  ties  are  of  wood  and  of  steel, 
and  there  are  518  bridges  having  a  combined  length  of  2,119  meters. 

Oross  Income  Decreased  Steadily. 

The  road  has  13  locomotives  with  a  total  weight  of  294  tons,  9 
passenger  coaches.  69  flat  cars,  61  box  cars,  and  125  stock  cars.  The 
passenger  tariff  is  5.8  cents  per  mile  for  first  class  and  3.8  cents  for 
second.  The  freight  rate  equals  29  cents  per  ton-mile.  From  1895 
to  1902  the  road's  gross  income  decreased  steadily  until  in  the  latter 
vear  it  was  only  $91,711,  after  which  it  rose  to  $506,590  in  1913. 
This  road  has  made  efforts  to  encourage  agriculture  along  its  line. 
The  general  manager  is  Mr.  C.  A.  Hatchings;  address,  the  Bolivar 
Bailway,  Aroa,  via  Tucacas,  Venezuela. 

The  La  Guaira-Caracas  Railway  (British  capital)  was  opened  to 
service  in  1883.  It  is  22  miles  long,  running  from  the  port  of  La 
Guaira  to  the  city  of  Caracas,  and  climbing  from  sea  level  to  a 
height  of  more  than  3,000  feet.  Although  in  appearance  a  dangerous 
line,  it  is  so  well  constructed  and  so  carefully  policed  that  there 
has  never  been  an  accident  involving  loss  of  life.  The  gauge  is  3 
feet,  the  rail  weighs  65  pounds  to  the  yard  and  ties  are  of  native 
hardwood.  The  maximum  grade  is  3 J  per  cent ;  the  minimum  radios 
of  curves  43  meters.  There  are  15  bridges  with  a  combined  length 
of  281.55  meters  and  8  tunnels  with  a  total  length  of  379.5  meters. 
Siflerenee  Between  TTp-srade  and  Sown-srade  Prelght. 

The  rolling  stock  consists  of  15  locomotives,  with  a  total  weight 
of  520  tons,  28  passenger  coaches,  20  flat  cars,  63  box  cars,  and  34 
stock  cars.  The  passenger  tariff  equals  10.94  cents  per  mile  for  first 
class  and  6.G8  cents  for  second.  The  freight  rate  is  26.38  cents  per 
ion-mile  for  import  (up-grade)  freight  and  two-thirds  of  this  amount 
for  export  or  down-grade,  the  former  greatly  exceeding  the  latter 
in  tonnage. 

The  capital  investment  is  stated  as  $3,508,740,  and  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  $1,705,637.  The  road's  best  year  was  in  1891, 
Mlien  material  tor  the  Gran  Ferrocarril  was  being  imported,  and 
there  were  large  expenditures  for  construction  work.  It  is  said 
that  the  highway  from  Caracas  to  La  Guaira  was  in  very  poor  con- 
dition at  that  time.  Now  the  competition  of  pack  animals,  carts, 
and  automobiles  with  the  railway  is  keen,  and  will  probably  become 
keener  unless  the  company  reduces  rates  materially. 

Although  the  tracks  of  the  La  Guaira  Harbor  Corporation  are  of 
the  same  gauge  as  the  railway,  the  cars  of  the  latter  never  go  to 
ship  side,  and  much  cargo  is  unnecessarily  handled  twice.  The  gau^ 
diners  from  that  of  the  other  railways  centering  in  Caracas.  Thiis 
is  the  best  piece  of  railway  property  in  the  country;  with  only  one- 
twentieth  of  the  total  mileage,  it  transports  nearly  one-fourth  of  the 
freight  handled  by  all  lines.    It  is  a  steady  dividend  payer,  and  i 
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generous  portion  of  the  earnings  has  been  put  back  into  the  prop- 
erty.  The  ^neral  manager  is  Mr.  James  Flind ;  address,  La  Guaira- 
Caracas  Railway,  Caracas,  Venezuela. 
Longest  and  Kost  Costly  Koad  in  Conntry. 

El  Gran  Ferrocarril  de  Venezuela  (German  capital)  is  the  longest 
and  most  costly  railway  that  has  been  constructed  in  Venezuela.  It 
was  opened  to  traffic  in  1894,  and  cost  $15,135,492,  or  an  average  of 
$85,226  for  each  of  its  179  kilometers.  This  is  a  length  of  111  miles. 
The  road  runs  from  Caracas  westward  to  Valencia,  the  second  city 
of  the  Republic,  and  its  construction  is  much  better  than  is  justified 
either  by  the  necessities  or  the  possible  traffic.  It  was  buUt  imder 
a  Government  guaranty  of  interest  upon  the  capital  invested,  which 
was  later  canceled  in  consideration  of  a  cash  payment.  The  ^uge 
is  3J  feet;  the  rail  weighs  47  pounds  to  the  yard;  the  maxmium 
grade  is  2.2  per  cent;  and  the  minimum  radius  of  curves  is  75  meters. 
There  are  219  bridges  and  viaducts,  having  a  combined  length  of 
4,656.4  meters,  and  86  tunnels,  totalmg  6,249  meters.  The  ties  are 
of  steel  and  of  concrete,  and  the  rolling  stock  consists  of  18  locomo- 
tives, with  a  combined  weight  of  720  tons,  30  passenger  coaches,  68 
flat  cars,  60  box  cars,  and  19  stock  cars.  The  passenger  tariff  equals 
6J  cents  per  mile  for  second  class  and  7.78  cents  for  first  class,  and 
the  freight  rate  is  equivalent  to  16.65  cents  per  ton-mile.  The  freight 
traffic  is  small,  and  nearly  half  the  revenue  is  from  passengers  car- 
ried. The  best  year  was  1913,  when  gross  receipts  were  $552,025 
and  a  return  of  1.6  per  cent  upon  capital  invested  was  earned.  The 
management  has  attempted  some  development  work  in  tree  plant- 
ing, the  introduction  of  new  crops,  and  the  improvement  of  stock, 
but  the  grasshopper  plague  has  affected  the  results.  The  company 
holds  concessions  for  the  construction  of  two  branch  lines  southward 
into  the  llanos. 

Tnwks  Built  Over  High  Past. 

The  Puerto  Cabello-Valencia  Railway  (British  capital)  is  33J 
miles  long,  and  runs  from  the  port  of  Puerto  Cabello  to  the  city  ot 
Valencia.  It  climbs  over  a  pass  1,952  feet  above  sea  level,  and  has  at 
one  point  a  rack-rail  section  2.4  miles  long  with  a  maximum  grade 
of  8  per  cent,  tlie  steepest  gradient  on  the  smooth-rail  sections  being 
3^  per  cent.  The  gauge  is  3^  feet;  the  minimum  radius  of  curves  9l| 
meters;  there  are  33  bridges  with  a  combined  length  of  915.5  meters 
and  one  tunnel  76.25  meters  long.  The  rail  on  the  rack  section  runs 
70  pounds  and  on  the  others  55  pounds  to  the  yard.  Rolling  stock 
consists  of  10  locomotives  with  a  total  weight  of  398  tons,  13  passen- 
ger coaches,  26  flat  cars,  43  box  cars,  and  28  stock  cars.  The  passen- 
ger tariff  equals  7^  cents  per  mUe  first  class,  and  6  cents  per  mile 
second  class.  The  freight  rates  are  equivalent  to  20  cents  per  ton- 
mile,  though  the  road  in  the  effort  to  increase  the  amount  of  down- 
grade or  export  tonnage  has  recently  made  reductions  upon  some 
articles.  The  capital  investment  is  stated  as  $3,898,600.  Gross  in- 
come was  921,262  bolivars  in  1888,  2,082,844  bolivars  in  1893,  and 
1,072,815  bolivars  in  1915  (bolivar =$0,193).  The  road  was  built 
vuider  a  Government  guaranty  of  7  per  cent  upon  the  capital  invested. 
This  rate  was  never  earned,  and  there  were  years  of  dispute  as  to  the 
amoimts  actually  invested  and  actually  earned.    Some  payments  on 
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this  account  were  made ;  the  guaranty  was  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  and 
this  year  (1916)   it  was  definitely  cancelled  in  consideration  of  a 
cash  payment  of  £190,000.   The  general  manager  is  Mr.  W.  A.  Littell, 
address  Puerto  Cabello-Valencia  Railway,  Valencia,  Venezuela. 
Combination  Steam  and  Electric  Boad. 

The  Central  Railway  of  Venezuela  (British  capital)  has  73.5 
kilometers  (46  miles)  of  completed  line  and  23.5  kilometers  yet  to 
be  constructed  to  complete  its  contract.  It  rims  from  Caracas  in  a 
general  southeasterly  direction  toward  Ocumare  on  the  Tuy  River, 
the  town  of  Yare  being  the  present  terminus.  The  gauge  is  3^  feet, 
the  same  as  the  Gran  Ferrocarril,  but  wider  than  that  of  the  La 
Guaira-Caracas  railway.  These  are  the  roads  centering  in  Caracas. 
The  station  is  across  the  city  from  the  others,  and  all  transfer  car^o 
has  to  be  carted  2  miles.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
5,050,000  bolivars  and  the  capital  investment  is  20,015,000  bolivars. 
The  country  traversed  is  classified  as  level  10  kilometers,  broken  5 
kilometers,  rough  11,  and  mountainous  34.  The  average  cost  per  kilo- 
meter is  put  at  $67,722.  The  line  began  operations  m  1887  and  the 
gross  receipts  that  year  were  86,501  bolivars ;  they  were  295,487  boli- 
vars in  1891,  but  only  73,114  bolivars  in  1902.  Smce  then  they  have 
increased  steadily,  and  were  765,929  bolivara  in  1915.  The  maximum 
grade  is  4  per  cent,  the  minimum  radius  of  curves  50  meters.  There 
are  75  bridges  and  viaducts  with  a  combined  length  of  724  meters,  and 
14  tunnels.  Ties  are  of  wood  and  of  steel,  and  on  some  stretches  the 
rails  have  been  placed  upon  limestone  blocks,  but  this  proved  unsuc- 
cessful and  has  been  given  up.  The  company  operates  an  electric 
service  over  its  lines  as  far  as  Petare. 

The  road  has  8  locomotives  weighing  277  tons,  13  passenger  care, 
23  flat  cars,  14  box  cars,  and  4  stock  cars.  The  passenger  tariff  is 
equal  to  3  cents  per  mile,  and  the  freight  rate  to  27  cents  per  ton- 
mile.  Since  1906  the  business  of  this  road  has  increased  rapidly. 
The  general  manager  is  Mr.  Albert  Cherry,  address.  Central  Rail- 
way of  Venezuela,  Caracas. 

Low  Averagre  Construction  Cost. 

El  Gran  Ferrocarril  del  Tachira  (Venezuelan  capital)  is  120 
kilometers  (74.5  miles)  long  and  runs  from  Encontrados  on  the 
Catatumbo,  a  river  emptying  into  Lake  Maracaibo,  southward  to  San 
Felix.  It  is  the  principal  outlet  for  the  state  of  Tachira,  its  capital, 
San  Cristobal,  and  the  Colombian  department  of  Santander.  The 
gauge  is  1  meter  (3.28  feet),  the  rail  runs  40  pounds  to  the  yard, 
the  maximum  grade  is  2  per  cent,  the  minimum  curve  radius  75 
meters,  and  thei-e  are  6  bridges  with  a  total  length  of  332  meters. 
The  country  traversed  for  a  distance  of  110  kilometers  is  level,  and 
for  10  kilometers  it  is  broken.  The  average  construction  cost  is 
given  as  only  61,135  bolivars  per  kilometer.  Rolling  stock  consists 
of  7  locomotives  with  a  total  weight  of  210  tons,  6  passenger  coaches, 
34  flat  cars,  32  box  cars,  and  4  stock  cars.  The  passenger  tariff  is 
equivalent  to  6.8  cents  per  mile  for  first  class  and  3.4  cents  per  mile 
for  second  class.  The  northbound,  or  export  freight  rate,  is  21  cents 
per  ton-mile  and  the  southbound,  or  import  rate,  35  cents.  The 
amount  of  cargo  transported  annually  varies  greatly,  depending  al- 
most entirely  upon  the  price  of  coffee  and  the  size  of  the  crop.    In 
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190-2,  11,113  tons,  and  in  1903,  27,582  tons  were  transported.    The 
latter  figure  is  the  highest  ever  reached. 
Nearly  All  Material  of  American  Oriirin. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  7,000,000  bolivars,  or  $1,351,000, 
fully  paid  in.  American  interests  own  some  of  the  stock  and,  con- 
trary to  the  usual  rule  in  Venezuela,  nearly  all  the  material  is  of 
American  origin.  Owing  to  its  moderate  capitalization  and  con- 
struction cost  this  railway  shows  better  i-eturns  than  any  other  in 
Venezuela.  The  gross  earnings  for  1913  were  10.88  per  cent,  com- 
pared with  8  per  cent  for  the  next  best  road.  Its  principal  difficulties 
are  with  inundations  by  the  Catatumbo  River,  which  threaten  the 
destruction  of  the  port  of  Encontrados,  and  the  greatest  obstacle  to 
the  growth  of  its  traffic  is  the  fact  that  merchandise  destined  for  its 
territory  must  undergo  so  many  handlings  en  route  that  the  cost 
is  greatly  increased  and .  the  consumption  correspondingly  dimin- 
ished. The  local  address  of  this  railway  is  Seiior  Pedro  N.  Olivares, 
Gerente  del  Gran  Fen-ocarril  del  Tachira,  Maracaibo,  Venezuela. 

El  Ferrocarril  de  la  Cebia  (Venezuelan  capital)  is  50.6  miles  long 
and  runs  from  the  port  of  La  Ceiba  on  Lake  Maracaibo  toward  the 
city  of  Truiillo  in  the  State  of  the  same  name.  The  gauge  is  3 
feet,  the  rail  weight  40  pounds  to  the  yard,  the  maximum  grade  3 
per  cent,  the  minimum  curve  radius  80  meters,  and  there  are  37 
bridges,  with  a  combined  length  of  1,356  meters.  Rolling  stock  con- 
sists of  6  locomotives,  with  total  weight  of  135  tons,  7  passenger 
coaches,  7  flat  cars,  34  box  cars,  and  2  stock  cars.  The  passenger 
tariff  equals  5.3  cents  per  mile  first  class  and  3.8  cents  for  second 
class,  and  the  freight  rate  is  31  cents  per  ton-mile. 
Xeeti  Competition  Irom  Pack  Xnle. 

Capital  investment  and  capital  stock  are  both  stated  as  8,000,000 
bolivars  ($1,544,000) .  Gross  receipts  were  1,285,872  bolivars  in  1896 ; 
582,160  bolivars  in  1905,  and  975,445  bolivars  in  1915.  When  this 
line  was  only  half  its  present  length  and  the  capital  only  2,000,000 
bolivars  it  earned  17^  per  cent,  whereas  now  its  returns  are  only 
about  5i  per  cent.  In  1912  there  were  21,051  tons  of  cargo  trans- 
ported, and  in  1915  only  14,874  tons.  Like  most. Venezuelan  rail- 
ways, this  one  suffers  severely  from  the  competition  of  the  pack 
mule.  The  address  of  the  company  is  Sefior  R.  Belloso  Rincon, 
Gerente  del  Gran  Ferrocarril  de  la  Ceiba,  Maracaibo,  Venezuela. 

Ferrocarril  de  Santa  Barbara  a  el  Vigia  (Venezuelan  capital), 
with  37  kilometers  (23  miles)  in  operation,  and  a  contract  length  of 
60  kilometers,  runs  from  Santa  Barbara,  a  port  on  the  Escalante 
Kiver,  which  empties  into  Lake  Maracaibo,  toward  the  city  of  Merida 
in  the  State  of  the  same  name.  The  gauge  is  one  meter  (3.28  feet), 
the  rail  weight  40  pounds  to  the  yard,  the  steepest  gradient  2  per 
cent,  the  minimum  curve  radius  100  meters,  and  there  are  15  bridges 
with  a  combined  length  of  138  meters.  The  rolling  stock  consists  of 
3  locomotives  with  a  total  weight  of  124  tons,  6  passenger  coaches,  12 
flat  cars,  14  box  cars,  and  1  stock  car.  The  passenger  rate  is  6  cents 
per  mile  for  first  class  and  4  cents  for  second  class,  and  the  freight 
rate  equals  39  cents  per  ton-mile  for  imports,  and  34  cents  per  ton- 
mile  for  export  cargo. 
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Built  by  Frencb  Company;  Kow  OoTcraineAt  BoaA. 

The  construction  cost  is  stated  as  3,021,880  bolivars  ($583,223). 
It  was  built  by  a  French  company,  under  guaranty,  and  was  taken 
over  by  the  Venezuelan  Government  in  1895.  Gross  receipts  have 
increased  steadily  from  154,020  bolivars  in  1909  to  465.869  bolivars 
in  1915.  In  1892  the  road  was  partially  destroyed  by  an  inundation 
of  the  Chama  River;  from  that  year  locomotives  operated  only  to 
kilometer  37  and  cars  were  drawn  by  mule  power  to  kilometer  47, 
where  pack  transport  began,  but  in  June  and  July,  1915,  new  floods 
of  the  Chama  destroyed  still  more  of  the  line.  The  Government 
has  appropriated  its  rental  to  reconstruction,  and  the  work  is  pro- 
gressing. 

Of  the  three  lines  owned  by  the  Government  this  is  the  only  one 
that  shows  an  operating  profit.  It  is  not  managed  directly,  but  is 
leased  to  Seilor  J.  A.  Kedondo,  Santa  Barbara,  Venezuela. 

Ferrocarril  de  Guanta  a  Narictial  (Venezuelan  capital)  is  25  miles 
long  and  runs  from  the  port  of  Guanta  (situated  east  of  La  Guaira) 
to  the  city  of  Barcelona  and  the  coal  mines  at  Naricual.  It  was 
built  under  a  giiaranty  of  interest  and  was  bought  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  1895.  The  gauge  is  3  feet  6  inches,  the  rail  weighs  40  pounds 
to  the  yard,  the  maximum  grade  is  2^  per  cent,  and  the  minimum 
curve  radius  125  meters.  There  are  6  bridges  with  a  combined  length 
of  265  meters.  The  rolling  stock  consists  of  3  locomotives  weighing 
altogether  60  tonSj  8  passenger  coaches,  6  flat  cars,  and  6  box  cars. 
The  passenger  tariff  is  6§  cents  per  mile  for  first  class  and  6  cents 
per  mile  second  class,  and  the  freight  rate  is  equal  to  34  cents  per 
ton-mile.  The  capital  investment  is  given  as  5,199,745  bolivars.  The 
gross  income  in  1892  was  109,445  bolivars,  and  with  occasional  and 
slight  recoveries  fell  continually  until,  in  1913,  it  was  only  58,626 
bolivars.  In  1915  receipts  were  103,023  bolivars,  or  8,124  bolivars 
less  than  expenditures. 

Operated  Through  an  Administrator. 

The  road  is  operated  by  the  Government  through  an  administrator 
who  also  manages  the  coal  mines  at  Naricual,  and  the  pier  at  Guanta. 
In  October,  1915,  the  Xeveri  River  was  declared  open  to  coastwise 
navigation.  This  decision  caused  a  great  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  cargo  carried  bj'  the  railway  between  the  city  of  Barcelona  and 
the  port  of  Guanta,  so  that  now  the  line  is  almost  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  the  freight  paid  by  coal  from  the  mines  at  Naricual.  The 
address  of  the  manager  is  Senor  Juan  G.  Aldrej^,  administrador  del 
Ferrocarril  de  Guanta  a  Naricual,  Barcelona,  Venezuela. 

Ferrocarril  de  Carenero  (French  capital)  is  34  miles  long  and  runs 
from  the  coasting  port  of  Carenero  along  the  coast,  serving  the 
cocoa-producing  section  known  as  the  "  Barlovento."  The  gauge  is 
3  feet,  and  the  rail  runs  40  pounds  to  the  yard.  Rolling  stock  con- 
sists of  5  locomotives  weighing  altogether  90  tons,  5  passenger 
coaches,  6  flat  cars,  22  box  cars,  and  9  stock  cars.  The  passenger 
tariff  equals  C.28  cents  per  mile,  and  the  freight  rate  46.6  cents  per 
ton-mile.  Despite  these  rates  the  line  has  shown  a  favorable  balance 
in  only  four  years  out  of  the  last  27.  The  heaviest  traffic  was  in 
1910.  when  9.937  tons  of  freight  were  transported.  In  1915  tonna^ 
was  7.500.  and  the  gross  income  was  312,614  bolivars,  or  21,749  boli- 
vars less  than  expenses.  The  road's  management  also  runs  a  steam- 
ship line  between  Carenero  and  La  Guaira.    The  owner  is  Sr.  Victor 
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Crassus  of  Caracas,  and  the  manager  is  Sr.  R.  E.  Crassus  of  Rio 
Chico,  Venezuela. 

Bvilt  with  Venezuelan  CapitaL 

Ferrocarril  de  Core  a  la  Vela  (Venezuelan  capital)  is  only  8i 
miles  long,  and  its  construction  cost  1,040,000  bolivars  ($200,720). 
It  connects  the  port  of  La  Vela  with  the  city  of  Coro,  and  is  national 

Sroperty.  It  is  operated  by  Sr.  Jose  M.  Capriles  as  agent  of  the 
ovemment.  The  road  has  2  locomotives,  1  passenger  car,  1  flat  car, 
and  1  box  car.  Gross  receipts  were  68,098  bolivars  in  1898,  and 
35,893  bolivars  in  1915.  For  the  8|  miles  the  price  of  passage  is 
2  bolivars  (38.6  cents) ,  and  the  freight  on  a  ton  of  merchandise  20 
bolivars  ($3.86) .  Lower  rates  have  been  authorized  for  freight,  but 
in  the  correspondence  it  was  stated  that  these  were  to  be  temporary, 
lasting  only  until  the  carters  gave  up  competing  with  the  railway 
and  found  other  employment.  At  present  the  line  barely  pays  ex- 
penses. 

Representatives  of  the  Caribbean  Coal  Co.  appeared  before  the 
last  session  of  Congress  seeking  a  concession  for  the  building  of  a 
railway  from  their  coal  lands  on  Maracaibo  Lake  to  deep  water  on 
the  Caribbean  Sea. 

The  Gran  Ferrocarril  del  Tachira  holds  a  concession  for  20  years 
from  1913  for  the  extension  of  its  line  to  the  city  of  San  Cristobal, 
and  a  preference  for  building  thence  to  Periquera  at  the  junction  of 
the  Apure  and  Uribante  Rivers.  The  latter  would  extend  into  the 
plains,  and  would  develop  a  large  section  of  good  cattle  country. 

Other  Extensions  and  Unes. 

The  Bolivar  Railway  contemplates  several  extensions  and  branches 
at  some  future  time,  but,  aside  from  the  Palma  Sola-San  Felipe 
branch,  construction  is  not  expected  soon. 

The  (3ran  Ferrocarril  de  Venezuela  has  a  concession  for  the  exten- 
aon  of  its  line  from  Valencia  to  San  Carlos  and  the  preferential 
right  to  construct  a  branch  from  Cagua  to  Villa  de  Cura  and 
Calobozo,  both  San  Carlos  and  Calobozo  being  situated  in  good  but 
slightly  developed  cattle  country. 

A  railway  108  kilometers  long  frohi  Valencia  westward  through 
five  towns  to  Nirgua  in  the  State  of  Yaracuy  has  often  been  sug- 
gested, but  as  the  country  is  rough  it  is  possible  that  such  a  line  could 
not  be  built  cheaply  enough  to  pay.  The  manager  of  the  Puerto 
Cabello-Valencia  Railway  was  granted  a  concession  for  a  cableway 
over  this  route. 

The  excellence  of  the  harbor  of  Guanta  has  suggested  many 
projects  for  roads  thence  into  the  interior,  but  as  these  districts  are 
practically  uninhabited  every  one  of  the  proposed  roads  would  have 
to  await  a  problematical  development  of  the  country  before  getting 
returns. 

In  the  southernmost  States  of  Venezuela  and  in  eastern  Colombia 
land  values  are  merely  nominal,  but  with  adequate  transportation 
this  would  be  one  of  the  great  meat-producing  areas  of  the  world, 
with  the  advantage  of  being  thousands  of  miles  nearer  to  consuming 
centers  than  Australia  or  the  River  Plate.  Running  for  the  most 
part  over  level,  treeless  plains,  a  railway  would  not  be  costly,  but 
notwithstanding  this  fact  there  is  no  indication  that  its  construction 
is  being  considered  at  present. 
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FOBMOH  TBADE  OFPOBTUKITIES. 

Rosprred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Dnr«an  and  Its  district  oMeea.    Request 
for  encb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportanttr  nnmb<n-. 

The  Bnrean  does  not  furnLsh  credit  ratings  or  nssnme  responstblllty  as  to  tbe  sta&dlni 
of  foreign  Inquirers^  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  eases. 

ilachinerj/,  No.  22776.— A  firm  In  Spain  engngeil  in  the  forwnrding  and  cora- 
iuis.sion  business  informs  an  American  consular  oflScer  of  its  desire  to 
import  from  tlie  United  States  machines  for  the  manufacture  of  steel 
springs  used  in  connection  with  railway  rails.  A  sample  of  the  spring 
and  a  drawing  of  the  same  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  79984.)     Correspondence  in  English. 

Perforating  machine.  No.  22777. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland 
rei)orts  that  a  wootl-pulp  factory  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  an 
American  perforating  machine,  driven  by  motor,  by  means  of  which  holes 
with  a  maximum  diameter  of  40  milimeters  may  be  pierced  in  iron  and 
steel  plates.    Machine  is  to  be  tised  in  repair  shop. 

machinery,  etc..  No.  22778. — A  civil  engineer  in  Venezuela  informs  an  Americtia 
consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  information  re- 
garding all  classes  of  materials  and  machinery  used  in  worlcing  concrete. 
Correspondence  In  English. 

^yire  nails.  No.  22779. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  writes  that 
a  merchant  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  wire  nails.  Sizes  are  indi- 
cated on  a  sketch,  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  79587.)  Samples  are  desired.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  New 
Orleans.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

Bcmp  and  machinery,  No.  22780. — ^The  president  of  a  cordage  mauufacttiring 
company  In  Norway,  now  In  the  United  States,  is  in  the  market  for  ilglit 
hemp  for  making  twine  and  rope.  Annual  requirements  about  500  tons. 
He  also  desires  to  purchase  additional  equipment  and  machinery  for  manu- 
facturing rope.  Quotations  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Reference.  Correspondence 
in  English. 

Machinery,  No.  22781. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  reports  that  a  firm  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ad- 
hesive paper  tape  and  paper  seals  is  in  tlie  market  for  machinery  aud 
appliances  of  all  kinds  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  that  article.  A 
sample  of  the  tape  and  paper  seals  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  1899.) 

Machinery,  No.  22782. — An  Importer  of  and  dealer  in  metal  and  wood  working 
machinery  in  Switzerland  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  his 
desire  to  receive  catalogues,  prices  and  terms,  etc.,  of  wood-working  ma- 
chinery, lathes  for  metal  working,  boring  machinery  for  metal,  iron  victs, 
disk-saw  macliines,  and  shaping  machines.  Exclusive  agencies  of  American 
manufacturers  are  desired. 

ToireU,  No.  22788. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a 
nmnufncturers'  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  bath  and  hand  tewels. 
References. 

Dry  goods,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  22784. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Cliina 
transmits  the  name  of  a  leading  Chinese  firm  in  his  district  which  desires 
to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  Amercan  manufacturers  and  «• 
porters  of  soap,  wire,  galvanized  iron,  nails,  cotton  and  woolen  piece  goods, 
leather,  sugar,  cheap  blankets,  thread,  gunny  bags,  glass,  wall  paper, 
condensed  milk  in  tins,  linoleum  table  covers,  velvet  and  corduroy,  slioe 
polish,  buttons,  barbers'  clippers  and  scissors,  cement,  horseshoes,  and 
flour,  etc.  The  firm  is  nl.so  In  a  position  to  export  soya  beans,  soya-bean 
oil,  and  "  tussah,"  or  the  reeled  wild  silk  from  which  pongee  fabrics  art 
woven.    Samples  where  possible  are  desired. 
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BULES  FOS  DBY-BOe^INa  IK  CAKAI  ZONE. 

Following  the  placing  of  the  new  dry  dock,  No.  1,  in  service  at 
Balboa,  the  Panama  Canal  made  public  the  rules  that  will  govern 
the  docking  of  vessels  in  the  dry  docks  belonging  to  the  Canal,  in- 
cluding in  its  statement  a  schedule  of  the  fees  that  will  be  charged 
for  the  service  and  other  information  of  value  to  owners  or  masters 
of  Aips  planning  to  make  use  of  these  docks.  A  copy  of  the  new 
rules— which  apply  to  both  the  1,000-ioot  dock  at  Balboa  and  the 
300-foot  dock  at  Cristobal — may  be  obtained  by  thoise  interested  from 
the  Chief  of  Office,  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C. 


IiemTE  DEPOSITS  IN  SIGHT. 

[ConsQl  Joseph  Bmeraon  Haven,  Catania,  Italy,  Sept.  12.1 

The  recent  discovery  of  deposits  of  lignite  in  the  Province  of 
Messina  is  of  considerable  interest  to  Sicilian  manufacturers  and 
users  of  steam  power.  This  product,  more  commonly  known  as 
brown  coal,  is  compact,  partially  carbonized,  and  forms  a  fuel  inter- 
mediate between  peat  and  true  coal.  The  mineral  has  been  found  on 
the  property  of  ^g.  Settimo  Mingiino,  in  the  Passo  del  Urni  (Sicily 
N.  E.).  Active  mining  has  commenced,  and  about  100  men  are  em- 
ployed.   The  daily  output  is  between  25  and  35  tons. 

Although  operations  are  carried  on  at  less  than  20  feet  from  the 
surface,  examinations  which  have  been  made  indicate  that  the  de- 
posit is  of  considerable  depth  and  has  a  surface  area  of  practically 
30,000  square  yards.    The  quality  is  pronounced  excellent. 

The  result  of  the  analysis  of  this  lignite  is  not  yet  available,  but 
it  is  stated  that  certain  valuable  chemical  properties  have  been 
found,  making  this  discovery  of  greater  importance  than  was  at  first 
realized.  The  owner  is  endeavoring  to  form  a  company  for  the 
development  of  the  mine. 

(Samples  of  lignite  from  the  mine  mentioned  in  this  report  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>minerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  81317.] 
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rZAXUT  8HIT.TJM  Dl  THE  HDIAV  OCIAH  TKASK 

(Connil  JuM«  O.  Carter,  Tamatare,  Madagaaear,  Anf.  L] 

Peanuts  are  grown  to  some  extent  in  Madagascar,  by  the  natives, 
principally  in  the  villages  of  the  interior.  About  18,000  acres  are 
said  to  be  devoted  to  their  culture. 

There  is  very  little  foreign  conunerce  in  this  article,  which  is  sold 
principally  on  the  local  market,  and  exported  in  small  quantities  to 
the  neighboring  islands  of  Eeunion  and  Mauritius,  to  be  used  in  the 
production  of  oil  for  the  Indian  population. 

Places  Where  Demand  Xay  be  Created. 

Apparently  there  is  very  little  demand  for  peanut  shellers  in 
Madagascar,  but  American  manufacturers  might  be  able  to  interest 
some  nrms  in  Mauritius  and  Eeunion  in  them.  The  various  hard- 
ware dealers  in  Madagascar,  particularly  those  at  Tananarive,  the 
capital,  in  the  interior,  may  also  be  interested. 

The  collector  of  customs  at  Tamatave  states  that  the  Frendi  cus- 
toms tariff  No.  5258ex,  on  complete  apparatus  not  specified,  will  be 
applicable  to  such  machines  when  imported  into  Madagascar  and 
Beunion,  the  maximum  and  minimum  rates  being  15  and  10  francs 
per  100  kilos  ($1.81  and  $0.88  per  100  pounds),  r^ectively.  Ma- 
chines from  the  United  States  are  subject  to  the  higher  rate.  The 
maximum  rate  is  payable  on  the  gross  weight,  and  the  mininmim  rate 
on  the  net  weight.  In  addition  to  the  customs  duty,  merchandise 
imported  into  Keunion  is  subject  to  an  octroi  de  mer  tax.  The  same 
miachines  will  be  dutiable  when  iniported  into  Mauritius,  according 
to  tariff  No.  80,  at  1.82  rupees  per  1,000  kilos  ($0.02  per  100  pounds). 
Crane  dues,  for  the  use  of  the  Government  crane  m  lifting  heavy 
goods,  are  charged  at  the  rate  of  2  rupees  per  1,000  kilos  ($0.03  per 
100  pounds) ,  except  on  machinery,  which  is  1  rupee  per  1,000  MIos. 

Kethodt  Employed  la  Impertinc  Goods. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  merchandise  sold  in  Madagascar  is  im- 
ported by  large  French  firms  which  are  supplied  by  their  headquar- 
ters in  France.  The  purely  local  firms  usually  pass  their  orders 
through  French  commission  houses.  Previous  to  the  war,  goods  were 
sent  out  from  France  to  these  local  houses  against  acceptances  of  30 
or  90  days,  or  with  sight  drafts,  with  or  without  bills  of  lading  at- 
tached. Under  present  conditions,  the  tendency  is  to  demand  cadi 
with  order.  Some  firms,  however,  are  able  to  have  the  usual  credit 
facilities  continued  in  their  favor.  Merchandise  is  usually  billed  to 
Madagascar  importers  c.  i.  f.  destination  or  near^  local  port,  and 
correspondence  with  local  firms,  except  the  American  and  Britidi 
houses,  should  be  in  the  French  language. 

Practically  all  merchandise  imported  into  Madagascar  comes  usu- 
ally from  or  via  Marseille,  Havre,  or  Bordeaux  by  the  ships  of  the 
Compagnie  des  Messageries  Maritimes,  or  Compagnie  Havraise 
Peninsulaire  de  Navigation  k  Vapeur.  Recently  there  have  been  d)- 
stacles  to  shipping  merchandise  from  the  Umted  States  via  those 
ports  on  through  bills  of  lading.  This  has  been  a  hindrance  to  con- 
tinuing or  establishing  business  in  some  lines  between  Madagascar 
and  the  United  States. 
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Occasionally  the'  Union  Castle  or.  Clan  Line  ships  come  to  Mada- 
gascar when  they  have  taken  on  at  New  York  any  considerable  quan- 
6ty  of  goods  for  this  island. 

Conditions  Snrroimdingr  Trade  of  Kennion. 

As  in  the  case  of  Madagascar,  nearly  all  classes  of  merchandise 
imported  into  Reunion  are  purchased  largely  through  French  com- 
mission houses  by  direct  correspondence.  As  a  rule,  all  French  con- 
cerns quote  goods  c.  i.  f.  destination,  usually  Pointe-des-Galets,  th« 
principal  port  of  Reunion.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

The  usual  methods  of  effecting  payment  for  merchandise  ordered 
through  Mauritius  brokerage  firms  are:  (a)  By  draft  at  15  or  30 
days'  sight,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  date  of 
invoice  to  the  approximate  due  date  of  arrival  of  the  remittance  at 
the  place  of  the  drawer,  and  if  the  merchandise  is  purchased  through 
an  export  commission  house,  3  per  cent  commission  to  the  latter; 
(J)  draft  at  90  or  120  days,  from  date  of  invoice,  documents  against 
acceptance,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  as  above,  and  a  commission 
of  5i  per  cent  to  the  export  commission  house;  (c)  draft  without 
documents  attached,  to  be  collected  either  through  local  banks  or 
financial  agents. 

According  to  Ordinance  No.  46,  of  1898,  on  each  bill  of  exchange, 
promissory  note  or  acceptance,  etc.,  drawn  out  of  Mauritius  and  ex- 
pressed to  be  payable  or  actually  paid  or  indorsed,  or  in  any  manner 
negotiated  in  Mauritius,  there  is  a  stamp  tax  of  0.25  rupee  ($0.08), 
for  those  not  exceeding  500  rupees  ($162),  in  value,  to  20  rupees 
($6.49),  for  those  not  exceeding  40,000  rupees  ($12,977).  For  each 
additional  10,000  rupees  ($3,244),  or  part  thereof,  the  duty  is  in- 
creased by  5  rupees  ($1.62). 

Znropean  Firms'  AgeneieB  at  Port  Lonli.  ' 

Besides  the  large  volume  of  business  done  through  commission 
houses,  European  firms  have  placed  agencies  with  the  more  im- 
portant firms  in  Port  Louis,  the  capital  of  Mauritius,  to  which  mer- 
chandise is  shipped  on  open  credit  or  on  consignment. 

Prices  quoted  in  Indian  rupees  or  pounds  sterling,  c.  i.  f.  Port 
Louis,  are  preferable,  the  rupee  being  valued  15  to  the  pound  ster- 
ling. The  most  available  shipping  route  to  Mauritius  from  New 
York  and  other  eastern  ports  in  the  United  States  is  via  South 
Africa,  over  the  Union  Castle  Line,  which  has  a  ship  to  Mauritius 
from  South  African  ports  at  least  once  every  month.  In  normal 
times  transatlantic  lines,  especially  those  running  from  New  York 
to  ports  in  France,  issue  through  bills  of  lading  for  the  islands  of 
this  section  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  Correspondence  with  Mauritian 
firms  may  be  in  English  or  French. 

Lists  of  concerns  in  Reunion  and  Mauritius  which  might  be  in- 
terested in  peanut  shellers  and  of  hardware  dealers  in  Madagascar 
are  forwarded.  Information  as  to  their  financial  standing  may  pos- 
sibly be  obtained  from  the  following  sources : 

For  Madagascar — The  Colonial  Department  of  the  Comptoir  Na- 
tional d'Escompte  de  Paris,  14  Rue  Bergere,  Paris,  France,  or  the 
local  branch  offices  of  that  institution  at  Tananarive,  Tam£*tave, 
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Majunga,  or  Diego-Suarez;  Sou^  African  ageney  of  B.  Q.  Don  & 
Co^  P.  O.  Box  672,  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

For  Reunion — ^The  Manque  de  la  Beunion,  St.  Denis,  Beunion; 
Soci^te  Bourbonnaise  de  Credit,  St.  Denis,  Reiinion ;  South  African 
agency  of  E.  G.  Dun  &  Co. 

For  Mauritius — ^The  Bank  of  Mauritius,  Port  Louis,  Mauritius; 
The  Commercial  Bank  of  Mauritius  (Ltd.),  Port  Louis;  South  Afri- 
can agency  of  K.  G.  Dun  &  Co. 

[Lists  of  the  firms  at  Port  Louis,  Mauritius,  and  In  Beunion  may  be  (d>taIoed 
from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  €k>mmerGe,  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80614.] 


AMEBICAF  ABD  BBITISH  8UIFBXJII<DIire. 

The  steel  merchant  shipbuilding  in  progress  on  September  30, 
1916,  in  the  principal  shipbuilding  districts  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  according  to  returns  to  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Navigation  from  American  shipbuilders  (including  ships 
ordered  but  not  begun)  and  according  to  Lloyds'  returns  fmn 
British  shipbuilders  (covering  only  ships  the  construction  of  whidi 
has  actually  begun) ,  were  as  follows : 


Unlt«dStet«(. 

TTnited  Kingdom. 

District. 

Number. 

Constme. 

tion,  gross 

tons. 

Distriot. 

Nambar. 

CoBstna. 

tlomgnv 

tool. 

D^lswaroRlvor ,,,. 

90 
09 
41 
35 

32 

ISO 

4M.213 
216,  (MS 
213,798 
211, 8» 

lS2,a90 
211,497 

Newcastle 

77 
M 

a 

as 

179 

4tl,flS 

Qnat  Lakes                 ..... 

tajo 

Greenock »,... 

Ballast; 

2£W 

Facet  Sound  and  Columbia' 
Hirer      

W,m 

Hundfland 

mm 

All  others w 

»;» 

Total 

Total    

417 

1,454,270 

4at 

•    1,7»,0H 

FASS£NG££]3  FBOM  ABGEHTINA  USE  PANAMA  CAHAL. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Oct.  4.] 

Increasing  numbers  of  persons  bound  from  Argentina,  notably 
Buenos  Aires,  for  the  United  States  are  making  the  voyage  by  way 
of  the  Panama  Canal.  They  go  to  Valparaiso  over  the  Transandean 
Railway  and  embark  there  for  the  Canal  Zone  on  one  of  the  two  lines 
plying  between  Chile  and  the  Atlantic  terminus  of  the  canal.  The 
voyage  to  Balboa  takes  about  15  days,  and  close  connections  are 
usually  made  on  the  Isthmus  with  ships  for  the  United  States,  which 
are  at  sea  from  five  to  eight  days. 

Two  of  the  steamship  lines  which  are  interested  in  this  traffic 
have  agencies  in  Argentina.  Tlie  distance  from  Valparaiso  to  New 
York,  sailing  direct  to  and  from  the  canal,  is  4,633  nautical  miles, 
of  which  1,970  miles  are  on  the  Atlantic  From  Buenos  Aires  to 
New  York  direct  is  5,871  miles.;  via  Montevideo,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Bahia,  and  Pemambuco,  6,004  miles.  The  railway  journey  from 
Buenos  Aires  to  Valparaiso  requires  about  a  day  and  a  half;  in  the 
winter  the  trains  are  frequently  delayed  by  snows. 
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AMEBICAir  IXTMBEB  DT  REBUILDING  OF  EUSOPE. 

The  substantial  share  that  the  United  States  will  have  in  meeting 
the  needs  of  Europe  for  lumber  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  discussed 
this  afternoon  before  the  Forest  Industry  Conference  at  Portland, 
Oreg.,  by  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  He  predicted  that  the  huge  demand  fcr 
this  class  of  material  would  amount  to  a  billion  dollars  during  the 
first  year  after  the  close  of  hostilities,'  and  stated  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  grades  desired  would  be  for  temporary  construction  and 
rebuilding,  wood  paving  blocks,  rough  construction,  railway  ties,  car 
building,  etc.  No  doubt,  also,  there  would  be  a  continued  and  in- 
creased, demand  for  the  finer  grades  of  American  lumber,  particularly 
hardwoods. 

American  lumbermen  were  told  that  there  would  be  not  only  an 
opportunity  but  a  duty  to  sell  their  products  during  the  coming 
period  when  the  destruction  wrought  by  war  would  have  to  be  re- 
paired.   In  a  survey  of  the  sources  of  supply.  Dr.  Pratt  said: 

It  Is  easy  to  anticipate  what  countries  will  compete  for  the  privilege  of  sup- 
plfhig  this  lumber.  We  can  not  expect  to  do  all  the  business.  We  shall  be 
lucky  If  we  are  able  to  do  even  a  major  part  of  the  business.  In  the  year  1913 
we  shipped  more  wood  products  than  any  other  country  in  the  world,  amount- 
iDg  to  a  total  of  $115,000,000  worth  In  all.  In  the  same  year  Itu^la  shipped 
1^,000,000  worth;  Sweden  $84,000,000,  Austria-Hungary  $68,000,000,  Canada 
150,000,000,  Bnnland  $47,000,000,  Germany  $26,000,000,  Norway  $24,000,000, 
Boamanla  $5,000,000.  The  total  European  exportation,  therefore  amounted  to 
$302,000,000  and  the  comttlned  Canadian  and  American  exportatioiis  amounted 
to  $165,000,000,  making  a  total  from  these,  the  chief  lumber  exporting  countries 
of  the  world,  of  aDProxlmately  $550,000,000.  Of  course,  all  this  lumber  did  not 
go  to  Europe.  Sweden,  Norway,  Germany,  and  Austria  shlpiied  lumber  all 
over  the  world,  but  naturally  the  great  bulk  of  their  output  went  to  Europe. 

We  know  that  tbe  rebuilding  of  Poland  and  western  Bussia  will  absorb 
Rossian  energies  for  some  time  after  the  close  of  the  war.  We  know  that  Ger- 
many is  using  up  her  forest  reserves;  we  know  that  Norway  has  long  been 
orercutting  her  annual  growth.  We  can  therefore  safely  predict  that  the  great- 
est European  competition  will  come  from  the  mills  of  Sweden  and  Finland. 
These  countries  are  Icebound  during  six  months  of  the  year,  usually  from 
October  to  May.  The  lumbermen  of  this  country  can  readily  see,  therefore, 
tbe  pofislbilitiea  and  the  responsibilities  that  lie  before  them. 

Dr.  Pratt  discussed  ways  and  means  of  marketing  the  American 
product  to  the  best  advantage.  The  recent  formation  of  the  Douglas 
Fir  Export  Sales  Co.  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,,  be  said.  The 
proposed  investigation  of  European  markets  for  lumber  by  experts 
selected  by  the  lumbermen  in  cooperation  with  flie  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic-.Gomroerce  was  also  commended.  In  concluding  he 
outlined  what  the  Government  has  done  and  st»nds- willing  to  do  to 
help  the  lumber  industry  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  that 
will  soon  be  presented. 

French  Firms  Interested  in  Central  Heating  Supplies. 

A  list  of  the  firms  comjjosing  the  membership  of  the  French  "  Syn- 
dical  Chamber  of  Heating  by  Hot  Water  and  Steam"  may  be 
obtained  by  American  manufacturers  of  boilers  and  supplies  for 
central  heating  plants  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Kerer 
to  file  No.  80625. 
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CEAVGSS  DT  OTTATKIfATAg  TRASS. 

[Consul  Stuart  Lupton,  Oaatcnuda  Oty,  Aog.  24.] 


The  annual  report  of  the  Director  General  of  the  Guatemalan  Cus- 
toms Service  for  1915  states  that  the  total  ralue  of  the  imports  into 
the  country  during  that  year  amounted  to  but  $3,973,139,  American 
gold,  as  compared  with  $7,348,543  in  1914.  Each  one  of  the  20  classes 
mto  which  the  imports  are  divided  shows  a  loss,  except  jute,  the  great- 
est decrease  being  in  cotton  goods  and  unclassified  articles. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  hemp  and  jute  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  jute  bags  were  necessary  for  the  shipment  of  coffee,  and 
prices  for  them  had  increased.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing sufficient  sacks  for  the  crop.  Efforts  nave  been  made  to  substitute 
heavy  cotton  sacks  for  this  purpose,  but  it  is  reported  that  they  are 
unsatisfactory,  as  the  use  of  tryers  breaks  up  the  fabric,  causing  a 
loss  of  the  contents. 

Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  in  the  various  classes  for 
1914  and  1915: 


Class. 

1914 

UU 

ClaaB. 

UU 

ms 

Cotton  mannbcturu    

Linen,  b«mp,  and  Jute 

Wooln  maniilMtuns 

11,289,105 
224,704 
220,620 
221,160 
615,617 

25.284 
199,143 
123,725 
143,448 
545,087 
165,399 

49,682 

(785,670 
252,481 

08^  EW 
121,198 
18.416 
86,727 
27,«E> 
94.661 
638,238 
147,243 
46,188 

Drags  and  madidnn 

Floor 

S?:S 

374,  sn 

181,  U7 

ai5.8» 
i,«e.us 

ISS 

bdnstiM'aiMi'aipieoitinii' 
TmCtllllBl/  ................ 

BaflwaT  matackls.... 

n.m 

Iron  and  stwl 

117,431 

Copper,  had,  tin,  etc 

111,80 

rMmaam 

wines  and  Uquocs........... 

UndasBlfled.. ..^ 

Total 

mm 

CrodDary  and  glass 

i36,in 

Leather , „ 

tO,>M 

I*ftper  etc.     .....«..••••... 

7,(48,  M» 

1,(71,131 

CoaJ... 

Including  freight  and  other  charges  on  the  merchandise  imported, 
the  director  arrives  at  a  total  of  $5,072,476  for  1915,  which  amoimt 
is  divided  among  the  various  countries  as  follows: 


Country. 

Value. 

Countiy. 

Valoa 

United  Statei 

(3,751,762 

677,206 

146,053 

124.492 

87,825 

78,785 

77,828 

65,904 

32.170 

10,678 

6,318 

Denmark 

•4,887 

Kngl&nd ...•...■••.....••.■■>... 

South  America 

^111 

fi^Ttmuy • 

Swltiarland 

tsa 

n<mtnt)  Amerim , , .  , 

2,90 

Netherlands     

Mexico. 

1,« 

Jamaica 

IW 

gpein. 

PortugaL 

m 

l£jy , 

Canada 

178 

Mexico  (b7  land) 

106,08 

Belgian)    ..,........•........•••...•.. 

Total 

6,0!2,47S 

The  United  States  supplied  a  large  percentage  of  the  imports,  but 
the  war  in  Europe  made  a  great  difference  in  the  share  of  each 
country. 
The  Export  Trade. 

Of  the  total  exports  valued  at  $11,566,586,  the  shipments  of  coffee 
amounted  to  $8,949,441.  The  next  most  important  article  of  export 
is  bananas,  which  was  valued  at  $1,082,429.  The  principal  items  oi 
export  and  their  value  were  as  follows : 
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Articles. 

Value. 

■ 
Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Coffw 

S8,949,441 

S06.962 

176.231 

1,0X2.429 

49.331 

J3i.728 

Chide 

f231,624 
2,048 

9.044 

40,f>00 

Other  articles 

Various,  by  land  to 
Central  America 

TotaL 

»175,!92 

Hides 

Manulacturos  of  wool. 
Other      SRrlcultural 
I     prodacts 

Wood 

10.160 

BaMnaff 

Rnhb«r 

,  OthCT   industrial 
products 

ll,a6a,SS3 

Si«ar 

The  United  States  took  practically  CO  per  cent  of  the  total  ex- 
ports, as  compared  with  38  per  cent  in  1014,  but  the  most  noticeable 
change  was  in  the  Netherlands,  which  country  shows  an  increase  of 
more  than  900  per  cent.  Large  increases  are  also  noted  in  the  case 
of  Switzerland  and  Denmark. 

The  share  of  the  various  countries  in  the  export  trade  was  as 
follows : 


Country. 

Value. 

Country. 

Value. 

Country. 

Value. 

Ualted  States 

tt,  881,410 

1,771,241 

1,322.271 

SG0,g03 

306,714 

Penmark 

8201,043 
143,667 
134,172 
61.386 
SO,  237 

Italy 

84S,8tt 
23,012 

Kttbarlands 

Mexico 

GitatBrlUin 

Switariand 

Central  America 

Norway  . 

Other  oountrles 

Total 

11,673 

South  America. 

Qermany 

11,566,58) 

There  were  565  steamers,  with  a  tonnage  of  975,801,  that  touched 
at  Guatemalan  ports  during  1915.  Of  this  tonnage  701,464  was 
American. 


AMEBICAN  COHSITLAR  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEITCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jnrisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  pei-sonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
Tenue. 


Address. 


Hk»,WlUiamJ 

Oncey,  Wilbur  T.... 

Dtoaldson,  Chester... 

Cbmi,HaroldD 

Chamberlln,  George  E 
Bpehr,  Herman  L 

Whislow,  Edvard  D. 

Uorgan,  Henry  H 

Witson,  John  I.e.... 

Albert,  Talbot  J 

Bamon,  GeorgeC 


St.  Gall,  Switzerland.. 
Seville,  Spain 


Port    LImon,    Costs 

Rica. 
Calrary,  Alberta,  Can- 

Geoigotown,  Guiana. . 
Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Copenhagen,  Denmarli 


Hamburg,  Germany . 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon. . 
Hanover,  Germany . . 
Swatow,  China 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  25 
Nov.  18 


Dec.  14 
Dee.     1 


Dec.  11 


Dee.     1 

De».  25 
..do... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  onice,  Bureiu  of  Foreign 
ond  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 
Customhouse,  New  Yorlt  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  .\ venue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Sangertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  Offlee,  Bureau  of  Foreim 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Oct.  22- 

Nov.  1. 
C/o  District  Offlee,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  804  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-seconl 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  Rork  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  V.  0. 

Do. 
C/o  Mr.  C.  B.  Bauptman,  Fife  Building, 

San  Francisco,  CaL,  until  Oct.  3a 
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COOPEBATIOV  AHONO  DTTtCH  PABMEB& 

[Consal  Frank  W.  Blahln.  Amsterdam.  Oct  3.] 

The  war  hns  had  great  effect  in  extending  and  increasing  coopera- 
tion in  agricultural  affairs  in  the  Netherlands. 

Before  the  war  the  Diitch  farmers  realized  that  power  and  influ- 
ence came  from  cooperation.  There  arose  cooperative  buying  asso- 
ciations, butter  and  cheese  factories,  potato-flour  factories,  live-stock 
societies,  milk-control  societies,  etc.  The  State  provided  a  good  sys- 
tem of  agricultural  instruction,  and  this  acted  as  a  propaganda  for 
cooperation.  In  the  Province  of  Friesland  cooperation  became  par- 
ticularly strong  and  effective,  and  its  creameries  are  pointed  to  as  an 
example  for  the  whole  world.  The  necessity  of  a  foreign  agricultural 
representative  being  apparent,  an  agency  was  established  m  London, 
whereby,  it  is  stated,  the  exports  of  Dutch  dairy  and  meat  products 
were  much  increased. 
Cooperation  and  the  Forei^  Trade — Financial  Conditions. 

Thus,  before  the  war  agricultural  cooperation  was  well  rooted  in 
the  Netherlands,  but  it  was  comparativehr  weak  in  respect  to  import 
and  export.  Organization  and  united  effort  on  these  lines  have  mea 
special  aims  since  the  war  began.  As  to  imports,  Dutch  farmers  are 
particularly  interested  in  fertilizers,  which  are  used  everywhere  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  cooperation  has  been  so  effective  that  Govern- 
ment aid  has  been  enlisted  and  prices  and  supplies  have  been  satis- 
factorily controlled  since  the  war  began.  Other  important  articles 
required  by  the  farmers  have  also  been  similarly  dealt  witii  through 
cooperation,  without  which  the  import  difficulties  caused  by  the  war 
might  have  been  difficult  to  overcome. 

On  the  export  side,  also,  cooperation  among  the  farmers  has  be- 
come sufficiently  strong  since  the  war  began  to  overcome  great  diffi- 
culties. A  large  share  of  the  coimtry's  agricultural  prosperity  since 
the  war  began  is  thus  apparently  due  to  cooperation  among  tiie 
farmers. 

On  the  financial  side,  also,  cooperation  among  farmers  has  muA 
increased  and  solidified.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  extension  of  rural 
banking.  For  example,  the  number  of  branch  loan  banks  of  which 
the  Cooperative  Central  Bank  at  Utrecht  is  the  head  has  increased 
from  500  to  520,  while  the  operations  of  the  banks  have  expanded  in 
a  much  greater  ratio.  A  significant  fact  is  that  while  the  total 
amount  of  deposits  at  the  central  bank  in  Utrecht  trebled,  the  total 
amount  of  loans  decreased  more  than  one-half  in  1915,  as  compared 
with  1914;  which,  of  course,  is  considered  as  evidence  that  the  Dutch 
farmers  in  the  locality  where  this  bank  operates  have  become  so 
prosperous  that  they  are  lenders  rather  than  borrowers.  This  evi- 
dence is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  dealers  during  this  war  are 
unable  or  indisposed,  generally,  to  give  the  usual  credit  to  farmers; 
and  naturally  it  would  be  expected  that  the  farmers'  borrowing 
would  increase  instead  of  diminish,  as  the  figures  of  the  Utrecht 
bank  indicate. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  of  Amsterdam,  reports  that  according 
to  information  received  from  a  local  commercial  bureau,  the  number 
of  business  failures  in  the  Netherlands  during  the  fiirst  nine  months 
of  this  year  was  809,  against  1,059  in  January-September,  1915. 
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Monov-piciinuB  bvszhsss  dt  vobth  hohitjbas. 

[Consul  FrancU  J.  Dyer,  Ceiba,  Sept.  28.1 

There  is  not  a  playhouse  for  the  spoken  drama  on  the  north  coast 
of  Honduras,  and  in  the  Ceiba  consular  district  the  only  public 
amusements  are  motion-picture  shows,  of  which  there  are  two,  one 
in  Ceiba,  the  other  in  Tela.  The  hcnse  in  Ceiba  gives  three  shows 
a  week — ^Thursdays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays. 

Both  of  these  houses  secure  their  films  from  Guatemala  City.  The 
Ceiba  theater  presents  from  5,000  to  8,000  feet  of  film  at  each  per- 
formance— ^French  and  Italian,  and  occasionally  one  from  the  United 
States ;  in  the  latter  case  usually  a  "  wild  west "  film  with  cowboys 
and  Indians,  always  popular  with  local  audiences  and  provocative 
of  boisterous  applause.  All  comic  and  westei-n  films  go  well  here. 
The  foreign  films  are  frequently  of  the  society-drama  type,  which 
are  less  favored. 

Refredunents  Served  Daring  Intermission  in  Ceiba  Theater. 

The  Tivoli  Theater  in  Ceiba  seats  1,000.  The  entire  front  of  the 
frame  structure  is  occupied  by  the  "cantina,"  where  soft  drinks, 
beer,  wines,  and  liquors  are  served,  as  well  as  sandwiches.  On  the 
first  presentation  of  a  film  the  admission  prices  are  1.25,  1,  and  0.50 
pesos,  local  currency,  equivalent  in  United  States  §old  to  51.25,  41, 
and  20.5  cents.  On  the  second  presentation  of  a  film  the  scale  of 
admission  is  1, 0.75,  and  0.25  peso  (41,  30.75,  and  10.25  cents) .  Wlien 
the  lower  scale  prevails  the  house  is  often  filled  to  capacity. 

Usually  the  show  begins  at  8  o'clock  and  lasts  until  11,  with  an 
intermission,  which  gives  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  "cantina," 
although  drinks  are  served  to  patrons  in  their  seats.  Outside  several 
little  carts  dispense  popcorn,  which  meets  with  a  ready  sale,  and  the 
street  venders  also  sell  native  cakes  and  sweetmeats  and  "  frescoes," 
or  cool  drinks,  consisting  mostly  of  shaved  ice  and  fruit  sirup.  The 
local  American  population  contributes  but  little  to  the  attendance. 

Expenses  are  comparatively  heavy.  Frequently  the  box-office  re- 
ceipts do  not  meet  them,  but  the  bar  makes  up  the  deficiency.  The 
cost  of  the  films  is  $18  gold  a  night.  The  proprietor  (Mr.  J.  Figols) 
says  that  if  he  obtained  his  films  from  the  United  States  they  would 
C(Kt  him  $23  a  night,  but  he  has  had  an  offer  from  the  Cuban  office 
of  an  American  concern  to  supply  him  with  films  for  a  period  of 
three  months  at  1  cent  per  foot.  As  his  contract  for  the  Guatemala 
films  has  six  months  to  run,  he  has  not  been  able  to  close  with  this 
offer. 
leU  Theater  Negotiating  for  American  Films. 

Dr.  R  H.  Wilson  is  lessee  of  the  theater  in  Tela,  which  seats  400 
persons  and  does  a  good  business  one  night  a  week.  Formerly  it 
pve  four  shows  a  week,  but  now  it  is  open  only  on  Sundays.  Like 
the  Tivoli  Theater,  in  Ceiba,  it  is  on  the  Guatemala  circuit,  and  there- 
fore it  has  to  use  French  and  Italian  films,  although  the  American 
films  are  more  popular.  The  price  paid  is  $4  per  1,000  feet  for 
30  days. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  been  in  negotiation  with  the  manager  of  the  cine- 
matograph in  San  Pedro  Sula  for  the  use  of  that  theater's  films, 
which  are  procured  from  the  United  States,  but  the  best  terms  offered 
him,  he  says,  are  50  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts.    The  Tela  theater 
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presents.  8,000  feet  of  .fihn  at  a  performance,  which  lasts  an  hour  and 
a  half,  and  the  admission  price  is  1, 0.50,  and  0.25  peso  (41, 20.5,  and 
10.25  cents). 
There  is  no  duty  on  rented  films. 

[For  articles  on  the  motion-picture  .situation  In  the  Tegucigalpa  district  see 
CoMMEECG  Reports  for  Dec.  24,  1915,  and  Sept.  21,  1916.] 


CHIHESE  COHPAinr  USES  AHEBICAN  TBACTOBS. 

(CoD8ul  Geoeral  Tbomas  Sammonii,  Shanghai,  Sept.  11.) 

The  Sanda  Cultivation  &  Pasturage  Co.,  which  has  headquarters 
at  Shanghai,  purchased  in  1915  a  large-type  tractor  and  a  complete 
outfit  of  plows,  seedei-s,  harrows,  and  other  tillage  implements  for 
use  on  its  areas  in  Manchuria.  An  American  medianic  put  the  ma- 
thinery  into  operation,  and  last  spring  600  acres  were  plowed  and 
seeded  to  wheat.  The  crop  is  now  being  harvested,  and  averages  a 
satisfactory  yield,  considering  that  the  soil  is  new  and  was  seeded 
for  the  first  time.  The  second  year's  yield  is  expected  to  be  greater 
if  weather  conditions  are  normal. 

The  company  was  so  pleased  with  the  first  tractor  that  it  has 

E laced  an  order  for  four  more  complete  medium  tractors  with  cut- 
is, and  in  addition  has  ordered  grain-harvesting  self-binders  and 
thrashing  machines.  The  tractors  and  other  machines  are  of  the 
latest  designs,  and  the  engines  are  of  the  kerosene-burning  type  with 
modem  equipment.  The  company  expects  to  have  fully  3,000  acres 
plowed  and  seeded  in  wheat  for  1917,  and  anticipates  good  results. 
OUneie  Bealiee  that  XaeUnes  Will  Solve  Problem. 

Climatic  conditions  and  insect  pests  in  Northern  Manchuria  render 
farm  profits  imcertain.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  working  animals 
succumb  to  large  horse  flies  during  the  short  summer.  The  Chinese 
realize  that  the  tractors  will  solve  this  problem.  Several  attempts  at 
farming  with  tractors  have  been  made  in  the  past  four  years,  but 
the  Sanda  Co.,  of  Shanghai,  claims  to  have  made  the  first  real 
beginning.  Those  concerned  believe  that  another  of  the  world's 
storehouses  of  wheat  will  be  opened  up  in  Manchuria,  and  that  as  a 
result  increasing  quantities  of  suitabk  agricultural  machinery  will 
be  required  there. 

The  Sanda  Cultivation  &  Pasturage  Co.,  which  has  offices  at 
No.  11  Szechuen  Eoad,  Shanghai,  China,  was  organized  by  Mr.  Lw 
Yung  Su,  proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Lee  Chong  Chin^  Dong 
Land  &  Estate  Co.,  which  owns  much  property  at  Snanghai.  The 
capital  of  the  company  is  about  $145,000.  This  amoimt,  it  is  stated, 
will  be  increased  in  the  near  future,  if  the  experimental  farming  now 
being  carried  on  at  Humahsien  proves  successful.  Mr.  Lee  states 
that  the  company  owns  10,000  acres  of  land  in  the  district  where 
this  work  has  been  done,  although  the  holdings  of  the  organization 
are  generally  assumed  to  be  upward  of  30,000  acres. 


The  New  York  &  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Co.  (Ward  Line)  has  in- 
augurated a  passenger  and  freight  service  between  New  York,  the 
Canal  Zone,  and  Pacific  ports  of  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  Honduras, 
Salvador,  Guatemala,  and  Mexico,  via  the  Panama  Canal  direct 
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A¥miTBIV¥  imiSEHTAIIVXS  TOB  AXBEICAV  HOUSES. 

[Consul  GeneMl  W.  Henir  Bol>ertson,  Bnenoa  Aire*,  Argentliut.  Sept.  7.] 

The  fact  that  during  the  past  year  British,  French,  Belgian,  Amer- 
ican, and  German  chambers  oi  commerce  have  been  organized  in 
Boenos  Aires  indicates  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  representatives 
of  various  countries  to  line  up  under  their  respective  merchant  flags 
in  the  keen  struggle  for  commerce  that  is  to  take  place  from  now  on, 
and  eq)ecially  after  the  terminatiim  of  the  European  war.  American 
exporters  and  manufacturers  should  arrange  more  and  more  for  the 
sale  of  their  products  in  this  and  other  foreign  markets  through 
k?al  American  citizens  influenced  and  stimulated  by  considerations 
of  patriotism.  This  should  net  be  difficult,  in  -view  of  the  number 
of  American  c(»nmission  houses  already  established  in  this  country, 
either  as  head  offices  here  or.  as  branches  of  parent  concerns  in  the 
United  States. 
Baergetic  and  BSzpeilenced  Ameri«aiis  ta  FleM. 

There  is  in  Buenos  Aires  a  growing  number  of  energetic  and  ex- 
perienced Americans  who  have  opened  brokerage  and  commission 
<^ces  for  import  and  export  goods  in  a  great  variety  of  lines,  and  it 
would  be  advisable  for  our  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  deal  with 
such  agents.  It  is  realized  that  there  are  certain  worthy  exceptions 
where  cosmopolitan  houses  in  this  city  are  doing  a  splendid  trade 
in  American  goods,  side  by  side  with  similar  or  different  articles 
imported  from  other  countries.  This  is  only  so  because  they  are 
cosmopolitan  houses,  but  even  in  such  cases  the  question  arises 
whether  solely  American  representatives  here  would  not  still  be 
preferable,  tt  is  thought  that  our  manufacturers  and  exporters  can 
not  give  too  much  attention  to  this  important  feature  of  their  foreign 
trade. 

lOW-FBICED  ASDINa  UACHDIES  FOB  SPAIN. 

Having  noticed  that  Seville  offers  a  possible  market  for  adding 
machines  of  the  cheaper  types,  Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  now  on 
leave  in  the  tTnited  States,  desires  to  familiarize  himself  with  the 
lower-pric«]  American  makes  before  returning  to  his  post  in  Spain. 
The  consul  will  be  in  New  York  from  Novemter  1  to  7,  and  appoint- 
ments to  meet  him  may  be  made  through  the  branch  office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  that  city,  at  room 
409,  customhouse. 


OYFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEAU  OF  FOBEIOIT  Aim  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DiSTUCT  omcss. 

mr  TORK:  Boob  4M,  Gutenkoou. 

B08TO1I:  1801  Cotonkoae. 

CmUOOi  (04  rtitnl  BilUlBg. 

R.MinS:  4M  TUr4  RftUoaal  Baak  Billdlif. 

iTLUTii  Ctl  PMt  OBm  Balldlas. 

nw  OBLBAUSs  IMO  Hn«nte  Baak  BiUdlag. 

Six  FEiHClSCO:  107  CutoBkeo*. 

OITTU:  848  Hearr  BiUdUg. 


COOPEBITITB  OFHCES. 

GLETELiHD:  Ckamber  ol  ComaerM. 
UJHuuifllTI:  ChiBber  of  Comawiee. 
CIKCIHHATI:  Cn  R.  O.  *  T.  P.  Bt.  Co. 
LOS  INCXLES:  ClUBber  of  Comiacne. 
PHIULDBI/PHUi:  Chiaiter  of  Conunere*. 
CBlTTAKOOai:  Bonth  ImericiB  Ascat,  South- 

•ra  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLARB,  OBEO.!  ChaaibCT  of  Conutcreo. 
DAITONs  Srcatot  BsTtoa  Anoelatloa. 
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EZPOBTS  FBOH  AHSTESDAH  TO  TJBITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Oct  8.] 

The  exports  from  the  Amsterdam  district  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1916,  continued  at  the  unusually 
great  quantity  and  value  which  marked  the  two  preceding  quarters 
of  this  year,  the  total  declared  value  being  $8,661,164.  The  value  for 
the  quarter  ended  March  31  was  $8,413,029 ;  and  for  the  quarter  ended 
June  30,  $13,109,513,  making  a  total  of  $30,183,706  for  the  first  nine 
months  oif  this  year,  which  is  larger  than  the  total  for  any  corre- 
sponding period  in  the  history  of  this  consulate. 

As  usual,  diamonds  led  in  the  exports  for  the  quarter  ended  Sep- 
tember 30,  the  declared  value  thereof  being  $6,099,154.  The  next  item 
in  value  was  tobacco,  $1,306,845 ;  then  came  cocoa  and  its  products, 
$209,971 ;  cinchona  bark,  $207,636 ;  quinine,  $162,635 ;  bulbs,  $118,341; 
rage,  $109,134;  hides  and  skins,  $92,824.  No  other  item  reached 
$50,000,  the  nearest  being  potash,  $48,866. 

Comparison  of  this  gear's  total  export  and  the  export  of  diamonds 
and  tobacco,  the  principal  articles,  with  the  exports  of  several  pre- 
ceding years,  appears  in  the  following  table : 


Fbst  9  months  61— 

Total  valoe, 
all  exports. 

Dlunonds. 

TobMsso. 

1912 

320,485,847 
22,533,671 
20,574,377 
13,284,800 
30,183,706 

18,825.339 
10,407,083 
6,138.068 
6,n7,899 

i6,»«,oao 

36,5n!,7a) 
7,202,517 

8,5<s,ogs 

8,2M,4n 

1913 „ 

1914 

1915. 

1916 

The  gain  this  year  in  comparison  with  the  preceding  years  is 
almost  entirely  in  diamonds.  The  gain  in  diamonds  is  due  partly  to 
increased  prices,  but  chiefly  to  the  transfer  to  Amsterdam  of  the 
business  done  at  Antwerp  before  the  war. 


SWISS  HTTSICAL-INSTBTTHEXTT  INDTJSTBY. 

[From   Swiss  Export  Trade  Annual,  forwarded  br  Vice  Consul  James   L.   A.  Barren, 

St  Gall,  Sept  21.1 

Music  has  always  played  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  the  Swiss 
people.  The  invention  and  development  of  the  bellows,  its  combina- 
tion with  the  electric  motor,  the  application  of  electric  releasing 
apparatus,  from  which  there  was  but  one  step  to  the  keyboard  worked 
by  electricity — all  these  brought  organ  building  in  Switzerland  to  a 
high  degree  of  perfection,  thus  carrying  its  repute  into  foreign  coun- 
tries. Swiss  organ  builders  became  world  renowned.  Since  1864  the 
oldest  two  Swiss  firms  engaged  in  making  these  instruments  have  fin- 
ished almost  1,000  organs  with  single,  hydraulic,  and  bellows  working. 

The  Swiss  manufacture  of  pianos  may  be  traced  as  far  back  as  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  1842  and  1847  the  first  Swiss 
piano  factories  were  established,  followed  by  others  in  the  years  be- 
tween 1870.and  1880.  A  certain  decentralization  in  tliis  line  of  manu- 
facture made  itself  felt  in  a  most  advantageous  manner,  which  greatly 
and  beneficially  influenced  the  quality  of  the  instruments,  for  tii« 
various  mechanical  parts  and  keyboards  are  now  made  by  special 
manufacturers  by  means  of  precision  machines,  whereas  the  piano 
factories  devote  their  experience  and  labor  to  a  harmonious  con- 
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struction.  They  are  provided  -with  modem  and  eilectiTe  drying 
chambers  for  1^  necessary  treatment  of  llxe  wood  so  that  it  remains 
unchanged  against  the  iimuences  of  the  weather  or  the  tropics,  a 
fact  of  special  importance  for  the  export  trade.  More  than  80,000 
instnunents  have  left  Swiss  factories,  and  today  the  monthly  pro- 
duction in  8  ketones  is  as  many  as  200  Instruments  of  high  quality. 

Soeeessfiil  1btintfa«tiire  of  Pluiolas. 

Of  more  recent  date  is  the  manufacture  of  pianolas,  which  also 
has  met  with  success.  The  two  systems,  Phonola  and  Dea,  have  a 
good  reputation.  Concertinas  are  produced  chiefly  in  the  district  6f 
Langnau.  They  are  very  carefully  made  in  small  quantities,  and 
are  said  to  be  superior  to  others  on  account  of  the  clearness  and  soft- 
ness of  the  tone.  The  manufacture  of  wind  instruments  is  carried  on 
particularly  in  the  Canton  of  Berne,  where  it  became  established 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  Originally  it  was  the  turners 
who  took  up  the  manufacture  of  wooden  wmd  instruments.  Gradu- 
ally they  began  to  occupy  themselves  by  making  valveless  brass  in- 
struments, key  bugles,  and  finally  valve  instruments.  Today  Swit- 
zerland possesses  a  well-known  permanent  iigdustiT  of  wind  instru- 
ments which  have  their  prinejl^al  seats  in  the  Cantons  of  Berne, 
Aargau,  and  Basel. 

The  manufacturers  of  string  instruments — the  oldest  firm  in  this 
line  started  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  centunr — ^have  refrained 
fnun  manufacturing  instruments  on  a  large  scale,  and  have  paid 
great  attention  to  quality. 

The  construction  of  orchestrions,  phono^aphs,  and  gramophones 
should  be  mentioned.  These  are  made  principally  at  St.  Croix,  a 
town  which  works  especially  for  the  export  trade. 


CBOP  oimooK  nr  aitdaiusia. 

[Consul  Paul  H.  Foster,  Jerex  de  la  Frontera,  Spain,  Sept.  25.] 

The  outlook  for  wheat  and  other  grains  is  generally  good.  Higher 
prices  are  being  received  for  all  except  wheat  and  canary  seed,  which 
are  sli^tly  lower  than  in  1915,  though  their  yield  this  season  shows 
a  20  per  cent  gain  over  last  year. 

The  vintage  is  now  in  progress,  with  estimates  of  a  10  per  cent  in- 
crease in  production  coupled  with  improved  quality,  the  alcoholic 
content  running  from  11°  to  12°  on  sandy  lands  and  13°  to  15i° 
on  chalky  soils.    Prices  for  must  are  lower  than  last  year. 

The  olive  crop  is  poor  and  is  said  to  average  not  more  than  60 
per  cent  of  last  year's  harvest.  Prices  are  correspondingly  higher. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  fruit  is  spotted  by  disease. 


Trade  Directories  of  Netherlands  East  Indies. 

Tliere  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  a  published  copy  of  an  im- 
porter's and  exporter's  directory  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies. 
These  directories  contain  the  names  of  importers  and  exporters,  with 
a  list  of  the  articles  handled  by  each,  and  were  compiled  with  the 
objedt  of  furnishing  information  to  those  who  wish  to  open  trade 
relations  with  the  Netherlands  East  Indies. 
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PHOT(»IATS  FOPULAB  DT  OUATQIALA. 

(ConsQl  Samuel  C.  Beat.  Goatemala  Oty,  Sept.  29.) 

Motion-picture  shows,  or  "  cines,"  as  they  are  termed  here,  consti- 
tute a  popular  form  of  entertainment  in  Guatemala.  There  are  five 
such  theaters  in  Guatemala  City,  one  in  Quezaltenango,  and  one  in 
Ketalhuleu.  During  the  week  performances  are  given  only  in  the 
evening;  on  Simdays  there  are  two  exhibitions.  The  patronage  is 
especially  good  on  Sunday. 

The  price  of  admission  ranges  from  7  to  30  cente  United  States 
gold.  In  case  of  special  films  the  prices  are  advanced.  Each  theater 
gives  one  performance  of  six  to  eight  reels,  some  three- fourths  of  the 

grogram  being  a  single  feature  such  as  "  Quo  Vadis,"  "  Nero,"  or  an 
istorical  incident.  The  remainder  consists  generally  of  a  comedy, 
a  section  of  Path^'s  Gazette,  or  an  illustration  of  some  industry. 
Film  titles  are  almost  always  in  Spanish,  though  occasionally  one 
is  in  English  and  Spanish. 

The  most  popular  films  are  those  of  dramatic  and  serio-comic 
character.  The  majority  of  those  heretofore  shown  have  been  Euro- 
pean, the  principal  marks  being  Path^  Gaumont,  Itala,  Soma, 
Torino,  and  Nordesk.  Since  the  European  war  a  few  American  films 
are  coming  in,  but  they  seem,  as  did  the  European  ones,  to  have  had 
extremely  hard  service  before  being  brought  here.  The  average  price 
paid  for  the  European  films  is  10  to  15  cents  gold  per  meter  (meter= 
3.28  feet).  Very  few  films  are  brought  from  the  United  States,  evi- 
dently on  account  of  the  cost,  as  the  lowest  price  quoted  was  8  cents 
gold  per  foot  (equivalent  to  26  cents  a  meter).  A  few  films  are 
rented  from  Europe  at  $4  gold  per  reel,  time  limit  six  months. 

Films  pay  customs  duty  of  1  peso  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds)  j  includ- 
ing weight  of  inside  wrappings,  but  not  that  of  outside  packing  case, 
half  of  which  is  paid  in  American  gold  and  half  in  Guatemalan  cur- 
rency. The  latter  money  being  worth  2^  cents  to  the  peso,  the  duty 
paid  amounts  to  23  cents  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  motion-picture  theaters  In  Guatemala  and  the  addresses  of  three 
persons  who  are  also  Interested  in  buying  films  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CJommerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative 
oflices.     Refer  to  file  No.  81052.] 

COTTOlr  SHIFKEirrS. 
According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exporte  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ended  October  21,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Distrlcis. 


GeorRia 

Uassachusstts  .. 

Marv'land 

New  York 

North  Carolina  . 


Bales. 


36,91« 
827 
14,2S4 
19,203 
6,715 


Districts. 


Phlladelpbia... 
South  Carolina. 

Virginia 

Galveston 

New  Orleans .. 


Bales. 


8,775 
5,805 


72,770 
20,411 


Districts. 


San  Francisco . 

Wasbinston... 


Total. 


BaJes. 


4,M 

ii,«o 

211,«» 


The  exports  of  211,676  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  1,571,874  bales.  EX' 
ports  of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  yeW 
were,  respectively,  167,516  bales  for  the  week  and  1,126,661  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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FSOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEUniEIT  SUPPLIES  ABB  COHST&VCTION. 

(OiKTespoMda*ee  abooM  be  dlract  with  Oie  oScea  naawd,  a»d  •pedflcattons  can  oaoaUy 

;         Iw  tMalned  at  the  pelata  wbeie  the  looda  are  to  be  dellTered  ov  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 

1         tanud.    In  eaaea  woere  the  tine  limit  la  too  ahMt  to  permit  ftnna  to  anbmlt  tenders,  tbey 

I         iboold  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  maUbu  Uats  of  aDch  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 

fntme  snppUes  or  work  ot  a  similar  natore.] 

Electrical  elevaton.  Mo.  8722. — Sealed  pr<^Meal8  will  be  received  at  tlie  Super- 
Tlslng  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  15,  10141,  for  the  installation  complete  of  an  electric  passenger 
elevator  in  each  at  the  following  buildings :  Post  oflSce  at  Elklns,  W.  Va., 
post  office  and  customhouse  at  Newport,  B.  I.,  and  the  post  office  and 
courthouse  at  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Sctentt/lc  instruments,  No.  8723. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  4,  1916,  fw  furnishing  compasses,  motometers,  trouble  shooters, 
aneroids,  barographs,  barometers,  etc.     (Proposal  No.  884.) 

Laborator]/  supplies.  No.  3724. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  tJ.  S.  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
November  8,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Fort  Mason,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  albumlnometers.  Griffin  beakers,  dropping  bottles,  stender  dishes, 
micro  cover  glasses,  etc. 

Lsvatorv  buUdingt,  No.  3725. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Wash- 
IngtoQ,  D.  C,  until  Novanber  15,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  two  brick 
lavatory  buildings  at  Rosebud  School,  Rosebud,  S.  Dak. 

SuMstenee  supplies.  No.  8726. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Gen- 
eral Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  War  Department,  115  B.  Ontario 
.  St,  Chicago,  111.,  until  October  30,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
canned  corned  beef,  canned  f resli  roast  beef,  ham,  lord,  etc. 

BnMing  construction.  No.  3727. — Sealed  pr(^H>sal8  will  be  received  at  the  Bn- 
reau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
Novonber  11,  1916,  for  a  brick  building  vrith  reinforced  concrete  footings, 
columns,  beams,  and  floors,  at  the  Marine  Barracks,  Navy  Yard,  Nor- 
folk. Va. 

Subsistence  supplies,  No.  8728. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  October  26,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  potatoes,  onions,  oleo- 
margarine, batter,  bacon,  cheese,  ham,  and  compressed  yeast. 

Repair  ioork,  No.  3729. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  on  board  lighthouse  tender  Fern,  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  for  docking, 
painting,  and  miscellaneous  repairs  to  deck  and  machinery.  Further  Infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector, 
Ketchikan,  Alaska,  or  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  after  Its  arrival  at 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Well  drilling.  No.  3730. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  ot 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  20, 
1916,  for  drilling  an  artesian  well  at  the  Naval  Radio  Station,  Point  Isabel, 
Tex.  Plans  and  .specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Naval  Station,  New 
Orleans. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  3731. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer,  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  27,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone) 
(Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  structural  steel,  anchor  bolts,  cafeteria 
counters,  restaurant  kitchen  equipment,  dish-washing  machine,  sugar  bowls, 
knives,  range  boilers,  sinks,  saws,  asbestos  gaskets,  roofing  felt,  nails,  re- 
frigerator doors,  door  and  window  hardware,  and  raiUwork.  (Circular  No. 
1082). 
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FOBEICHf  TRADE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

Reserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  distrlet  •■««■.  Rcqneit 
for  each  opportunity  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportiinlty  aakiiber. 
The  Bareav  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlni 

.   of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  nsual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Street  railtcay  cars,  No.  22785. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  South  America 
reports  that  a  local  tramway  company  U  In  the  market  for  four  storage- 
battery  street  railway  cars,  preferably  of  the  open  type,  seating  32  pas- 
sengers, and  equipped  with  motors  which  aggregate  about  15  horsepower 
per  car,  for  a  traclc  of  7d-centimeter  gauge.    Correspondence  In  Spanish. 

Uachinery,  etc..  No.  22786. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Dqoartment  of 
Commerce  In  Prance  writes  that  a  Arm  engaged  In  the  manufacture  of 
gummed  paper,  cut  paper,  and  cardboard,  etc.,  desires  Amaican  catalogues 
and  quotations  on  label-printiug  machines,  gumming  machines,  rolling  and 
cutting  machines,  and  in  general  any  itiachinery  and  appliances  used  In  con- 
uec-tlon  with  the  mauufucture  of  those  lines. 

Paper,  No.  22787. — A  manufacturer  of  paper  flowers  In  Spain  asks  the  Bureau 
to  furnish  him  with  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  "  silk  "  paper,  a  sample 
of  which  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Beter 
to  Miscellaneous  No.  160.) 

Fenoinff  tcire.  No.  22788. — An  American  consular  officer  io  Brazil  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  fencing  wire,  round  and  oral- 
shaped.  A  sample  of  the  round  wire  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  80456).  The  oval-shaped  wire  sboald 
be  of  the  same  size.    Correspondence  in  English. 

Celluloid  sheets,  No.  22789. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom writes  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers  in  his. district  is  destrons  of  pur- 
chasing celluloid  sheets,  which  should  Im>  25/1000,  30/1000,  and  86/1000  of 
an  inch  in  thickness.  Dates  of  delivery  and  fall  particulars  sbonld  be 
stated.    Reference. 

Lantern  glass.  No.  22790. — A  firm  in  Norway  engaged  in  the  manufacture  ot 
lamps  and  lanterns  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  of  its  desire  to 
enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  firms  selling  lantern  glass. 
Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

Fishing  tackle,  etc..  No.  22791. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  is  in  the  market  for  all  kinds 
of  fishing  supplies,  and  desires  to  enter  into  direct  relations  with  American 
firms  dealing  in  this  line  of  goods.    Correspondence  should  l>e  in  Russian. 

Drugs  and  medicines,  etc..  No.  22792. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Central 
America  writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for 
drugs,  druggists'  sundries,  chemicals,  patent  medicines,  toilet  articles,  and 
everything  carried  In  a  small  drug  store. 

Machinery,  No.  22793. — A  business  man  In  Australia  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  of  his  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  machinery  for  coating  ferroprussiate  and  ferrogallic  papers  and  linens. 
The  papers  and  linens  are  used  for  copying  drawings,  samples  of  which  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  78447.) 
The  formulte  for  coating  the  above-mentioned  papers,  and  In  the  case  of 
ferrogallic  papers,  the  formulte  for  coating  papers  only  requiring  water  for 
development  are  also  desired. 


It  is  reported  that  the  Transatlantic  Steamship  Co.,  of  Goteborg, 
Sweden,  will  establish  a  regular  service  between  Calcutta  and  New 
Orleans  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  new  line  will  permit  of 
direct  shipments  between  New  Orleans  and  India,  whereas,  states 
the  Panama  Canal  Record,  in  previous  services  it  has  been  necessary 
to  transfer  cargo. 
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SWEDISH  oohtbol  of  foodstuffs. 

The  Department  of  State  is  informed  by  the  American  minister  at 
Stockhohn,  Sweden,  that,  owing  to  the  increasing  shortage  of  raw 
materials,  especially  foodstuffs,  the  Swedish  Government  has  made 
preliminary  arrangements  to  control  and  distribute  sudi  supplies. 


PEBWIAH  BAILWAT  TO  OPEN  BICH  HIHEBAL  FIELD. 

[American  Commercial  Attach^  William  F.  Montavoo,  Lima,  Sept  19.] 

By  a  decree  dated  September  9. 1916,  Jose  Balta  was  given  author- 
ity to  undertake  the  prelinainary  investigations  for  the  construction, 
in  the  Department  of  La  Libertad,  of  a  railway  which,  when  com- 
pleted, will  connect  the  rich  mineral  field  of  SayapuUo  with  railways 
already  existing. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  undertake  on  a  scale 
larger  than  heretofore  the  development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  this 
section,  and  the  authority  just  granted  to  Mr.  Balta  is  but  the  first 
etep  in  what  may  be  expected  to  prove  very  important  to  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  life  of  the  country. 


XTBTTOTTAT'S  FOBEION  TBADE  FOB  SIX  MONTHS. 

A  comparison  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Uruguav  for  the  first  half 
of  1916  with  that  of  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  as  shown  in 
the  Boletin  del  Ministerior  de  la  Hacienda,  shows  a  slight  increase  in 
imports  and  a  falling  off  of  nearly  one-fourth  in  exports.  The  im- 
ports in  the  1916  period  amounted  to  19,471,263  pesos  (peso=$1.034) 
compared  with  19,323,078  in  the  corresponding  half  year  of  1915, 
and  the  exports  were  37,010,531  pesos  compared  with  48,355,437  in 
1915. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  amounted  to  148,185  pesos,  or  0.77  per 
cent,  and  the  decrease  in  exports  was  11,344,906  pesos,  or  23.46  per 
cent 

K711*-16  337 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338  COMHEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

BSmSH  FUBCHASES  OF  AMEBICAH  FIUCS. 

[Consul  C.  M.  Oltch,  Notttngham,  E:ngland,  Sept.  14.] 

American  cinematograph  films  are  popular  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  Fully  60  per  cent  of  this  class  of  productions  shown 
here  are  of  American  manufacture,  and  the  demand  appears  to  be 
steadily  increasing.  The  balance  of  the  films  shown  appear  to  be 
chiefly  British,  p-rench,  and  Italian. 

The  largest  film-producing  companies  in  Great  Britain  are: 
(1)  The  London  Film  Co.,  St.  Margarets  Studio,  Twickenham, 
England,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Provincial  Cinematograph 
Theaters  (Ltd.),  199  Piccadilly,  London,  AV.,  and  which  maintains 
and  controls  large  cinematograph  theaters  in  nearly  every  large  city 
in  the  I^^nited  Kingdom;  (2)  The  Hepworth  Manufacturing  Co., 
2  Denman  Street,  London;  (3)  Broadwest  Film  Co.,  11  Denman 
Street,  London. 

The  prices  on  films  released  for  the  open  market — those  wliich  nAy 
be  shown  at  more  than  one  place  at  the  same  time — orange  from  $30 
per  1,000  feet  for  the  first  three  days  of  their  release  to  $1.25  per 
1.000  feet  aftef  they  have  been  in  use  foif  a  few  months.  Those  for 
which  exclusive  rights  to  exhibit  have  been  granted  bring  from  $26 
to  $250  per  week,  a  fair  average  being  $30  per  1,000  feet  for  three 
days. 
Cattonis  Duty  Has  Hot  Lescened  Demand. 

There  has  been  considerable  agitation  in  the  press  in  favor  <)f  limit- 
ing film  imports  into  this  country.  It  was  thought  for  a  time  that 
the  recent  imposition  of  a  customs  duty  of  S  cent  per  foot  on  blank 
films,  2  cents  per  foot  on  positive  films,  and  10  cents  per  foot  on 
negative  films  would  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  imports,  but  so 
far  there  has  been  no  apparent  diminution  in  the  demand  for  foreign 
films. 

Picture  houses  are  well  patronized  in  all  sections  of  Great  Britain, 
although  the  average  price  of  admission  is  somewhat  higher  than  in 
the  United  States.  The  prices  outside  of  London  generally  range 
from  3d.  (6  cents)  to  Is.  (24  cents),  with  an  additional  war  tax, 
which  came  into  force  on  May  15,  1916,  and  which  varies  according 
to  the  price  of  admission.  Where  the  admission  exceeds  2d.  (4  cents), 
but  does  not  exceed  ()d.  (12  cents),  the  tax  is  Id.  (2  cents).  Where 
it  exceeds  Cd.  (12  cents),  but  does  not  exceed  2s.  6d  (60  cents),  the 
tax  is  2d.  (4  cents). 

This  tax  is  always  added  to  the  cost  of  the  ticket,  and  is  paid  by 
the  public. 
Terms  of  Sale  and  Kethod  of  Handling:  Buiineis. 

American  films  are  usually  imported  throngh  Liverpool  or  South- 
ampton, and  prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  usual  terms 
of  sile,  when  American  firms  are  selling  to  agents  in  London,  are  cash 
against  documents,  with  a  discount  varying  from  2J  to  10  per  cent 
The  common  terms  between  English  distributers  and  renters  are 
cash  against  weekly  invoices.  To  secure  a  footing  in  this  market  it 
is  advisable  to  open  a  branch,  or  grant  agency  rights  to  some  estab- 
lished firm.  All  the  American  film  companies  doing  business  in 
Great  Britain  have  recognized  this  requirement.  As  London  is  the 
chief  distributing  center,  it  would  be  advisable  to  establish  a  Ivanch 
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or  agency  there,  for  the  amount  of  business  to  be  done  in  Nottingham 
and  district  would  liardly  warrant  the  location  of  a  general  agency 
here. 

stories  of  Prominent  Writeri  Preferred. 

The  i)resent  demand  appears  to  be  chiefly  for  films  produced  from 
the  stories  of  prominent  writers,  particularly  one-reel  and  two-reel 
dramas,  with  a  leaning  toward  romance.  This  is  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  picture  houses  throughout  this  country  are  at 
present  patronized  largely  by  women  and  children.  Apparently 
there  is  a  good  opening  for  the  production  of  films  illustrating 
American  cities  and  life  and  reviews  of  current  events,  but  there  is 
DO  demand  for  war  dramas,  nor  is  any  e-xpected  for  some  time. 

Publications  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  cinema  trade  in  this 
country  are:  (1)  The  Kinematograph  Weekly,  9  Tottenham  Street, 
London;  (2)  The  Bioscope,  85  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  London;  (3) 
Tlie  Cinema,  30  Gerrard  Street,  Ijondon. 

A  complete  record  of  the  theaters  or  cafes  where  films  may  be  ex- 
hibited in  this  country  can  be  obtained  from  the  Kinematograph 
Yearl)ook,  Diary,  and  Directoiy,  price  2s.  lOd.  (68  cents),  pub- 
lished by  E.  T.  Heron  &  Co.,  9  Tottenham  Street,  London,  England. 

(Lists  of  the  nniues  ond  addresses  of  film  manufacturers,  importers  and 
agents  of  Dim  rentei's,  and  mantifactui'ers  and  agents  of  film  apparatus,  acces- 
sories, and  filiu  base  in  Great  Britain,  taken  from  the  Kinematograph  Monthly 
Pilm  llecord,  ami  of  dealers  In  films  and  supplies  In  Nottingham  may  be  In- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  coop- 
erative offices.  Hefer  to  file  No.  80582.  A  review  of  the  British  film  market 
from  tiie  Bristol  consulate  was  publislied  In  Commerce  Repobts  for  Aug.  25, 
1916.] 

FREIGHT  BATES  FBOM  DTTTCH  EAST  INDIES  DTCSEASED. 

[Consul  B.  S.  Ralrdrn,  Batavia,  Java,  Aug.  19.1 

Beginning  July  1, 1916,  the  combined  steamship  companies  taking 
cargo  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies  to  New  York,  the  Nederland 
Steamship  Co..  and  the  Rotterdam  Lloyd  Steamship  Co.  raised  their 
freight  rates  25  per  cent  all  around.  The  rates  now  in  force  are: 
Per  last  of  1.89  tons — copra,  180  florins  ($72) ;  pepper,  250  florins 
($100) ;  rattan,  174  florins  ($69.60)  ;  tin,  140  florins  ($56) ;  per  cubic 
meter  of  35.3  cubic  feet — rubber,  82  florins  ($32.80) ;  hats  in  bales 
and  cases,  77  florins  ($30.80) ;  hides  and  skins,  74  florins  ($29.60) ; 
kapok.  65  florins  ($26) ;  fiber,  65  florins  ($26) ;  tea,  84  florins  ($33.60). 

The  Ocean  Steamship  Co.,  which  at  the  beginning  of  this  service 
to  New  York  was  included  in  the  combine,  has  withdrawn  its 
steainei-s,  so  that  only  Dutch  steamers  are  now  on  this  route. 


OFPICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OP  FOEEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEaCE. 

DISTRICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBiTIVE  OFFICES. 


^SV  TOBK:  Koom  409,  Coitonkone. 

BOSTON:  1!M)1  Cnlomhouw. 

CBICAGO:  S04  Fcdtral  BalldlBg. 

Sr.LonS:  403  Tkird  Nttloaal  Baak  BaUdlag. 

tUAXTi:  521  Post  Office  Balldlaf. 

nw  ORLEANS:  lOSO  Hlbtral*  Bank  Balldln;. 

UX  FBIKCLSCO:  (07  Caitomhouse. 

niTTU:  848  Beirr  Balldla(. 


CLEVELAND:  Chimbrr  of  Coraiaerce. 
CI>C1\XATI :  Chamber  of  Commerer. 
CTXCISSATI:  C,  S.  0.  t  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chimbcr  ot  Comoicrcf. 
PHILADELPRIA :  Chanbcr  of  Commerce. 
CUATTANOOtiA:  Sooth  Amerlcaa  Agent,  Soatb- 

era  Bjr.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DiTTOH:  Greater  Daytoa  AuoeUtloa. 
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SEFTEMBEB  EXPOSTS  OF  BSEADSTUFFS,  OILS,  ETC. 

The  usual  monthly  bulletin  showing  exports  of  domestic  bread- 
stuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cot- 
ton, and  mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the 
United  States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  It  shows  exports 
as  follows: 


Groups  and  articles. 


September— 


1915 


9  months  ended  September— 


1916 


191fi 


Uinoral  oUs. 


Corn 
Oats 


EZFOBTS  BY  OBOUPS. 

Breadstufls "V^'Snds' 

Cottonseed  oU (doIUrs.! 

Cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep dollars.. 

Meat  and  dairy  products dollars. . 

bales.... 

Cotton pounda. 

aoUars.. 
allons. . 
ioUars.. 


Total dollars.. 

EXF0IT9  BT  nUNdTAL  ABTICLZS. 

(bushels . 
idollars.. 
/bushels. 
Idollars.. 

Wheat : te: 

Flour {ffil:: 

Beef,  canned te^ 

B«rf,f~sh {^zt: 

Beef,  pickled,  etc {SSlto.". 

oi~on te: 

B«on iSSlSj; 

Hams  and  shoulders {Square' 

Lard at: 

Neutral  tard {^^■ 

Pork,  pickled,  etc {H?^; 

Lard  compounds {^^f^- 

crude  Oil {Hill:-: 

Illun,lnatin,oll fc: 


37,139,991 

8,326,238 

947,376 

52,440 

a,115,299 

.530,  Sll 

282,046,453 

44,431,582 

2G1,0S1,'J65 

20,8:H,186 


37,981,987 

22,647,280 

1,555,569 

223,135 

17, 102, 817 

501,581 

202,('i7C,r«8 

L'8,5.i5,,i61 

2H,73S.s71 

'  12,337,^198 


320,211.172 

148,831,158 

14,912,313 

714,313 

185,088,049 

4,730.804 

2,435  MS.OOS 

32 1.  Oi:!.  790 

1.94 ;    ::  i70 

IS         sa 


410,410,7^1 

282,«71,»72 

19,953,615 

2.546,634 

189,262.443 

6,601,001 

3,442,039,615 

307,312,509 

1,733,623,641 

105, 139, 6» 


124,520,874 


97,736,167 


1,009,338,960 


1,034,625,551 


Lu'^ricatingoll (§«„11™|: 

Gasoline,  naphtha,  etc {flo'l'l™! ! 

Residuum,  fuel  oil,  etc {&^'. 


3,116,834 

2,963,551 

6,107,869 

3,263,241 
13, 102, 177 
20,7S5,3.W 

1.085,101 

6,750,352 

3,562,894 
825,679 

6,868,567 
828,593 

2.157,523 

-32,462 

1",  1*«,734 

1,178,405 
■:'<,:)  18, 883 

7,711,970 
17,114,950 

■-',',ilS,S81 
,Tl,i)78,381 

3,417,048 

i'.:;f.7.105 
!  51, 288 

4,235,552 
542,196 

3,141,185 

382,769 

15,424,261 

521,445 

89.189.368 

5.747.050 
23,690,5.56 

.3.924.143 
c7.W7.477 

7,917,810 
97,920.303 

2,723,738 


764,847 

641,898 

7,933,531 

3,650,403 

21,300,070 

24,892,983 

1,003,011 

5,607,029 

1,313,910 

199,840 

18,467.738 

2,297,453 

3,990,  ",31 

465,805 

12,619.167 

1,463.692 

42,r24,t«5 

5,463,788 

17,587.570 

2,423,982 

28,744,296 

2,838,775 

1,874,735 

212,600 

0,744,007 

002.074 

4.796.931 

394,454 

14,997,987 

397,141 

C8, 381, 361 

4,092,771 

18,493,447 

2,545,995 

20,027.419 

2.639,759 

92,238,657 

2,661.429 


41,241,489 

,34,999,816 

78,634,895 

39,807,584 

113,824.817 

152,52J.755 

11,212,723 

03,169.(147 

39,191,437 

8,617,535 

138,223,053 

17,n:^.-J36 

'66 

63 

47 

92 

95 

01 

03 

95 

28 

35 

'49 

21 

'81 

.i,i>j.,j67 

33,946.984 

3,827.495 

127,720.170 

5,504.979 

037,830.762 

42,865,740 

204,513,350 

33,063,712 

174,816,625 

52,981.249 

098,696,263 

19,323,652 


2,  IT 

05, 1  '■> 

8  I'.-' 

42:i!  L 

rti..;' 
2a).  I! 

31, --i 
324. :!. 

38,  "7 

23,  i! 


40,300,644 
32,845,gn 
82,731,416 
49,575,073 

161,227,351 

230,501,250 
11,184,913 
71,599,871 
61,116,825 
9,513,515 

207,255,531 
26,727,884 
35,032,028 
3,810,817 
?6,40S;749 
9,210,915 

368,888,455 
48,744.726 

107,794,205 
28,827,929 

344,262,736 
37,276,699 
23,522.001 
2,672,622 
48,261,075 
6,079,147 
49,797,161 
4,239,«m 

118,014,941 
3,165,030 

643,964,310 
38,474,910 

182,776,305 
23,992,8a 

107,OS9,2S9 
23,748,221 

581,806,  tK 
15.760,633 


UABIXIME  JXTBISDICTIGN  OF  VENICE. 

The  Bureau  of  Navij?ation,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  received 
a  notice  that  the  Italian  Government  has  issued  a  decree  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  maritime  and  public  works  departments  of 
the  government  of  Venice  as  far  as  Monfalcone^n  the  Adriatic  coast, 
including  the  rivers  Isono,  Adige,  Brenta,  Fiave,  the  lagoon  of 
Grado,  and  tributary  waters. 
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PUMPS  IH  THE  FOSEION  TRADE.  OF  CHIiE. 

[CoDsal  General  L.  J.  Eeena,  Tnlparalso,  ^ept.  12.] 

Tlie  statistics  of  1913,  the  last  year  of  normal  trade,  show  that  the 
ordinary  yearly  imports  of  all  classes  of  pumps  into  Chile  have  a 
total  value  of  about  $150,000,  United  States  currency.  Of  that 
amount  the  United  States  in  1^13  supplied  $36,000  worth.  The  prin- 
cipal ports  of  entry  were  Valparaiso,  Iquique,  Antofagasta.  Talca- 
fauano,  Taltal,  Coronel,  and  Valdivia. 

The  large  import,  export,  and  distributing  houses  have  their  prin- 
cipal offices  in  Valparaiso  and  branches  or  well-established  connec- 
tions in  practically  all  of  the  ports  mentioned.  They  are  able,  there- 
'fore,  to  divide  their  stock  in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  the  local 
markets  that  are  supplied  through  the  various  ports,  or  to  deliver 
merchandise  to  the  neighboring  ports  along  the  coast. 

Kethod  Employed  by  American  Kanvfactorers. 

A  coui-se  which  is  now  being  pursued  by  a  number  of  American 
manufacturers  might  be  of  use  to  others  seeking  trade  here.  In  sub- 
stance the  method  of  procedure  is  as  follows:  The  foreign  manu- 
facturer makes  a  contract  with  one  of  the  large  importing  and  ex- 
porting houses  which  has  ample  capital  and  warehouse  facilities  in 
the  principal  ports  of  Chile.  The  contract  may.  be  for  one,  two,  or 
three  yeare.  Under  its  terms  the  importing  house  accepts  certain 
goods  on  consignment.  These  are  warehoused,  and  samples  are  ex- 
hibited free  of  charge.  The  exporter  furnishes  a  salesman.  The 
importing  or  distributing  house  remits  for  stock  sold  within  the 
month,  less  5  to  6  per  cent  commission.  The  goods  sold  are  billed 
by  the  distributing  house  to  the  purchaser,  who  receives  such  credit 
as  may  be  warranted  by  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  distribut- 
ing house.  The  resj)onsibility  for  making  collections  on  accepted 
oraers  lies  with  the  distributing  house. 

[A  list  of  general  Importers  and  exporters  In  Chile  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Ite  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  81214.] 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  LANDS  IN  NEW  BBTJNSWICE. 

(Consul  Eidirard  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Sept.  18.] 

The  Provincial  Minister  of  Lands  and  Mines,  in  a  survey  recently 
begun  of  the  various  lands  in  New  Brunswick,  has  had  the  services 
of  the  agriculturist  of  the  Dominion  Commission  of  Conservation  to 
assist  in  land  classification  methods.  This  officer,  in  an  interview 
published  in  the  Canadian  Forestry  Journal,  made  detailed  refer- 
ences to  the  work.    He  said : 

Poor  results  were  found  in  a  district  where  settlei"s  work  at  lumbering  in 
winter  and  till  the  land  only  for  a  summer  crop  of  necessary  garden  varieties. 
In  many  cases  settlera  had  given  so  little  attention  to  agriculture  that  Ivinds  of 
crops  best  suited  to  the  soil  were  not  being  grown.  NumlKjrs  of  acres  are  so 
ill-adapted  to  fertile  crop  raising  that  they  should  never  have  been  opened  to 
settlers  at  all,  but  left  for  regrowth  of  timber.  Again  were  found  fertile 
valleys  where  the  areas,  however,  were  so  restricted  and  roads  of  approach  so 
poor  that  settlers  do  not  find  them  profitable  for  farming.  In  one  locality  the 
duff  or  leaf  mold  had  been  nearly  all  burned  off  and  the  sand  showed  through 
over  the  whole  area.  This  leaf  mold,  if  left  on  the  land  surface,  assists  in 
holding  moisture  during  dry  seasons,  and  when  breaking  of  the  ground  is  be- 
gun the  mixture  of  the  mold  with  the  subsoil  increases  productivity  of  the  land. 
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LUMBEBINa  PROSPECTS  IN  NEW  BBTTNSWICE. 

[Consul  B.  Verne  Blchardsoa,  Monctoo,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Oct.  17.] 

Lumbermen  on  the  "  North  Shore,"  the  portion  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  that  lies  along  the  Strait  of  Northumberland  and 
the  rivers  tributary  thereto,  are  reported  to  be  making  preparations 
for  a  bigger  cut  on  the  Miramichi  wafers  this  winter  than  last.  The 
increase  is  expected  to  be  substantial,  and  already  crews  are  going 
into  the  woods  to  start  operations. 

The  cut  on  the  Miramichi,  the  river  tliat  near  its  moutlt  supports 
the  towns  of  Newcastle  and  Chatham,  amounted  last  year  to  68,- 
200,000  sujierficial  feet;  the  estimate  for  this  season's  cut  is  over 
90,000,000  superficial  feet.  One  concern  alone  anticipates  cutting 
12,000,000  superficial] feet  for  the  mill  at  Nelson,  near  Newcastle,  and 
will  probably  provide  the  Victoria  mill  with  a  like  amount. 

There  has  apparently  arisen  no  marked  difficulty  in  finding  laboi' 
for  lumberinfi  operations  in  this  part  of  the  Province,  .farther  west, 
however,  alo:  j:  the  St.  John  River,  labor,  is  said  to  be  scarce,  and  it 
is  believed  that  French  Canadians  from  Quebec  Province,  with  per- 
haps some  foreign  labor,  will  have  to  be  brought  into  New  Bruns- 
wick to  enable  the  lumbermen  to  get  their  stock  down  to  the  mills 
with  ordinary  dispatch  and  in  requisite  quantities. 

The  lumber  market  at  present  is  firm  and  good  prices  prevail. 

FISH  CANNEBIES  PBOPOSED  FOB  HAWAU. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  commercial  agent,  Honolulu.] 

The  popularity  of  game  fishing  in  Hawaiian  waters,  particularly 
for  the  yellow  and  blue  fin  tima,tne  dolphin,  and  theaku  (or  bonita), 
has  led  to  many  inquiries  from  fish  canneries  on  the  mainland  con- 
cerning prospects  for  fish  canning  in  the  islands. 

Two  Pacific  coast  firms,  one  of  Seattle  and  the  other  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, have  made  direct  inquiries  for  statistics  regarding  the  run  of 
tuna  and  the  quantity  that  may  be  caught  here.  If  they  are  to 
be  obtained  in  sufficient  quantities,  it  is  the  intention  of  both  firms 
to  send  representatives  to  Honolulu  for  inquiries,  with  a  view  to 
starting  canneries.  These  firms  asked  whether  there  were  continuous 
runs  of  tuna,  or  intervals  or  seasons  in  which  they  are  plentiful.  In- 
quiries were  also  made  concerning  the  labor  supply. 

Japanese  Control  Commercial  Fislieries. 

The  commercial  fishing  in  the  islands  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  Japanese,  who  a  few  years  ago  formed  small  companies  to 
build  sail-propelled  sampans.  These  small  groups  brought  their 
fish  to  the  Honolulu  market,  where  the  catch  was  sold  at  auction  on 
the  wharf  to  dealers.  Practically  all  the  fisheries  product  in  Hono- 
lulu is  distributed  through  a  market  where  all  stalls  are  consolidated 
imder  practically  two  open-air  sections,  roofed  over  and  conducted 
along  sanitary  lines  with  an  inspector  of  fish  appointed  by  the 
mayor  of  Honolulu  in  charge. 

The  sail-propelled  sampans  have  been  displaced  by  sampans  fitted 
■with  gasoline  engines  which  have  a  driving  power  capable  of  devel- 
oping 12  to  14  Imots  an  hour  with  a  steaming  radius  of  1,000  miles, 
thus  permitting  them  to  go  to  fishing  groups  several  days  distant 
from  the  islands.    Each  craft  is  equipped  with  ice  compartments 
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where  the  fish,  as  caught,  are  placed,  so  that  some  of  the  boats  are 
out  from  four  to  six  days  and  even  more.  Some  go  as  far  as  Bird 
and  Laysan  Islands.  Smaller  sampans  make  more  frequent  visits 
to  the  grounds  where  the  larger  ones  are  fishing,  take  oflf  their  sup- 
plies, and  return  with  them  direct  to  Honolulu.  In  the  last  three 
or  four  years  large  coiporations  have  been  formed  grouping  sam- 
pans by  the  scores.  One  company  now  controls  105  Japanese 
sampans.  Another  company  has  40. 
Tsrnishing  Supplies  for  Fishing  Fleet. 

Contracts  are  made  f  )r  deliveries  of  ice  daily  at  the  wharf,  and 
gasoline  supplies  are  taken  aboard  from  barges  in  mid-harbor,  to 
obviate  possiole  explosions  which  might  damage  the  wharves. 

The  tuna,  or  ahi,  is  always  on  the  market,  but  brings  too  high  a 
price  at  retail  to  permit  of  cannery  use,  selling  at  5  to  10  cents  per 
pound,  and  retailing  at  10  to  20  cents  from  the  stalls. 

The  aku,  or  bonita,  is  most  plentiful.  It  sells  at  1  to  3  or  4  cents 
a  pound,  much  of  the  time  bringing  only  1^  or  2  cents.  The  little 
akuli,  or  sardine  fish,  runs  in  larger  lots  at  times.  While  the  fish- 
ing corporations  state  that  plans  could  be  made  for  larger  catches, 
the  result  would  be  problematical. 

With  the  establishment  of  garrisons  of  United  States  troops  in 
and  near  Honolulu  the  demand  for  fish  has  greatly  increased. 
Whereas  10  and  15  years  ago  fish  was  extremely  reasonable  in  price, 
present  market  conditions  make  it  less  plentiful  on  the  tables  of  the 
people.  Among  the  principal  users  of  fish  are  the  Japanese  and 
Hawaiians. 


AKEKICAH  CONSTTIAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Pike,  wnUamJ 

Crawy,  Wilbur  T 

DoDaldson,  Chester. . . 

Clmn,HaraIdD 

Chamlierlin,  George  E 
Bpahr,  liemian  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D. . 

Horgas,  Henry  II 

WatsoD,  John  J.  C... 

Allwt,  Talbot  J 

Bauson,  Qeorge  C 


St.  Gall,  Switzerland., 
Seville,  Spain 


Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Caleary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Qeorgetovm,  Guiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Hamburg,  Germany . 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon. . 
Hanover,  Germany . . 
Swatow,  Cbina 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Doc.  14 
Doc.     1 

Dec.   11 

Dec.     1 

Dec.  25 
...do... 
Dec  30 


Address. 


Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  OITice,  Burciu  of  IToroign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  403, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugorties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  Omcc,   liureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  (Commerce,  Room  409, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Oct.  2i- 

Nov.  1. 
C/o  District  OfBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  DomesUc  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 
Knickerbocker  Ilotel,  Forty-second 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  Mr.  C.  B.  Hauptman,  Fife  Building, 

San  Francisco,  CaL,  until  Oct.  3a 
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TBABE  AND  PBIC^  IN  CHIHESE  HATUNG  STRAW. 

(Vice  Consul  Paul  R.  Josselyn,  Canton,  Aug.  21.] 

The  fiber  known  locally  as  "  fresh-water  reed,"  or  matting  straw, 
is  grown  extensively  in  the  districts  of  Tung  Koon  and  Lintan, 
Province  of  Kwangtung,  China.  These  two  districts  are  situated 
some  little  distance  frcm  Canton.  It  is  planted  in  January  and 
transplanted  in  March,  and  the  harvest  season  is  during  July  and 
August.  The  best  time  in  which  to  buy  is  September  and  October. 
It  is  sold  by  the  piciil  of  133  J  pounds. 

The  price  of  straw  of  ordinary  quality  varies  from  $2.50  to  $2.70 
Mexican  currency  per  picul,  equal  at  the  exchange  of  50  cents  to 
$1.25  to  $1.35  gold.  The  price  of  the  selected  article  is  $5.50  Mexi- 
can currency,  equal  to  $2.75  gold  per  picul.  These  prices  depend 
upon  the  market  demand,  the  abundance  of  the  crop,  quality  oi  the 
straw,  etc.  In  addition  to  this  first  cost  must  be  added  the  packing, 
export  duty  (equal  approximately  to  5  per  cent  ad  valorem),  river 
freight,  and  transshipment  charges  from  Canton  to  Hongkong,  which 
would  be  approximately  $1.80  Hongkong  currency,  or  $0.90  gold 
per  ton  measurement  of  40  cubic  feet.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  this 
matting  straw  has  ever  been  shipped  from  Canton  to  the'  United 
States,  and  the  steamship  companies  do  not  publish  any  freight  tariff 
for  same.  However,  it  would  probably  come  under  the  tariff  of  gen- 
eral cargo,  which  is  at  present  $15  gold  per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet,  m)m 
Hongkong  to  Sau  Francisco.  The  present  trans-Pacific  ocean  freight 
on  matting  is  $10  gold  per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet.  Some  of  this  straw 
has  been  shipped  to  Japan  in  the  past,  where  it  is  woven  into  matting. 
Exporters  say  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  secure  a  consignment 
of  straw  of  uniform  quality  with  the  sample  forwarded  by  an  Ameri- 
can firm,  but  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  take  tJlie  straw,  some 
of  which  would  be  of  inferior  quality. 

It  is  suggested  that  those  desiring  to  purchase  this  straw  should 
correspond  with  the  import  and  export  commission  houses  of  Messrs. 
Shewan,  Tomes  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Deacon  Co.,  or  Messrs.  Spalinger, 
Dowler  &  Co.  These  concerns  would  buy  from  the  Chinese  dealer 
and  export  to  the  purchaser,  charging  a  commission.  It  would  not 
be  possible  to  deal  with  the  Chinese  dealers  direct,  as  these  firms  are 
unable  to  correspond  in  English,  and  for  other  reasons  do  not  care  to 
enter  into  direct  relations  with  a  foreign  importer.  They  prefer  to 
deal  through  one  of  the  commission  houses  mentioned  above. 


TEN  MILES  OF  SHIPS  USED  THE  PANAMA  CANAL  IN  JULY. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  Oct.  14.] 

In  the  Panama  Canal  Record  for  October  11  an  interesting  compu- 
tation is  published  to  show  that  the  aggregate  length  of  the  149  shii)S 
passing  tnrough  the  canal  in  July  last  was  53,905  feet,  or  approxi- 
mately 10.2  miles.  The  average  length  of  the  vessels  was  260.92  feet 
and  the  average  draft  was  20.9  feet.  The  vessel  having  the  largest 
draft  was  the  Ohioan,  drawing  29.4  feet,  and  the  vessel  having  the 
smallest  draft  was  the  Panama  Railroad  barge  No.  7J,  which  (fraws 
only  2  feet.  The  vessels  having  the  greatest  lengths  were  the  Siberia 
and  the  Korea,  each  552  feet  long,  and  the  vessel  having  the  least 
length  was  the  Sir  Francis,  32  feet. 
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bahway  FEirsiOH  law  ih  ABOEimirA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Bnenos  Aires,  Sept.  19.1 

Law  No.  9653,  passed  by  the  Argentine  Congress  in  1915,  pro- 
vides for  the  collection  of  a  pension  fund  for  railway  employees  and 
workmen  with  fixed  salaries.  The  law  requires  that  railway  em- 
ployees and  workmen  with  fixed  salaries  shall  contribute  3  per  cent 
of  their  salaries,  and  one  twenty-fourth  part,  monthly  during  two 
years,  of  the  half  of  the  first  month's  salary  toward  the  formation 
of  the  fimd.  The  companies  have  deducted  these  percentages  from 
the  salaries  since  last  October,  and  have  pa,id  the  aggregate  amount 
monthly,  less  a  small  sum  for  commission  and  expenses,  to  the  na- 
tional pensions  fund,  as  the  law  requires  shall  be  done,  until  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  railway  fund  has  been  organized  by  another  law 
that  must  be  enacted  to  that  effect. 

Segnires  Companies  to  Contribute. 

Law  No.  9653  also  requires  the  companies  to  contribute  on  their 
own  account  to  the  fund  such  a  monthly  sum  as  may  be  agreed  on 
between  them  and  the  National  Executive  Power.  The  railway  com- 
panies contend,  however,  that  they  are  exempted  by  the  so-called 
'Mitre  Law"  from  making  such  contributions. 

An  official  technical  committee  was  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  Republic  to  make  recommendations  for  the  supplementary  law 
of  organization,  but  the  members  have  been  delayed  in  the  periorm- 
ance  of  that  task  until  recently  from  a  lack  of  data  regarding  the 
numbers,  ages,  years  of  service,  and  salaries  of  railway  employees 
and  workmen  with  fixed  salaries.  They  were  also  delayed  by  negli- 
gence of  the  employees  in  filling  out  blank  forms. 

[Aa  extract  from  the  Review  of  the  River  Plate,  contalnlug  translations  of 
the  technical  committee's  report,  and  of  the  modified  pension  law  projected  by 
the  committee,  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  Vo.  81247.] 


EMBABOO  IN  FBENCH  COLONIES. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Paris,  Oct.  24.] 

• 

A  decree  of  October  18  prohibits  the  export,  transit,  etc.,  from  the 
French  colonies  and  protectorates,  other  than  Tunis  and  Morocco,  of 
the  following  goods:  Chromic  acid;  fatty  chromates  and  bichro- 
mates; sulphurous  anhydrid;  arrack;  arsenic  ore;  asphalt;  bitumen; 
pitch;  whale  and  cachalot  spermaceti;  borax;  boracic  acid;  other 
boron  compounds;  calcareous  bitumen;  cinnamon;  halogen  carbon 
compounds ;  all  metallic  and  metalloidal  chlorides ;  blacking ;  glue  of 
all  kinds  and  materials  therefor,  including  casein  and  egg  or  serum 
albumen;  dried  blood,  dextrin,  soluble  starches;  gelatin  and  glues 
made  from  hides,  from  hide  and  leather  waste  and  animal  refuse; 
formic  ether ;  feldspar ;  diamond  drawplates  of  all  diameters ;  cloves ; 
electric  material  suitable  for  military  use,  and  detached  parts 
thereof ;  manufactures  of  lead ;  sodium ;  varnish.  The  decree  is  sub- 
ject to  exceptions,  which  may  be  granted  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Colonies. 

[The  decree  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  the  above-named  articles  from 
France  was  published  in  Cohmebce  Rkpobts  for  Sept  21.] 
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GOVEBHMEirr  FUBUCATIOHS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  October  21 : 

Variable  Self  and  Mutual  Inductor  (Standards  Bureau  Scientific  Papers 
200). — Describes  a  type  of  Instrument  deslgne<l  to  vary  the  self-Inductance  of 
a  dreolt  or  the  mutual  Inductance  between  two  circuits  while  keying  the  re- 
sistance constant.    Prlc-e,  10  cents. 

lilfstein  of  Remote  Control  for  an  Electric  Te»ting  Laboratory  (Standards 
Bureau  Scientific  Papers  291). — Describes  apparatus  in  use  in  Ijiboratory  of 
the  Bureau  of  Standards  fw  testing  electrical  measuring  instruments.  Instru- 
ment transformers,  and  similar  testing  and  Investlgatorlal  work.  Price,  10 
cents. 

International  «Sj/«<r»»t  of  Electric  and  Magnetic  Units  (Standards  Bureau 
Scieniiflc  Papere  292). — A  short  historical  account  of  the  standards  upon 
which  the  international  and  other  well  known  s}°stems  of  units  are  based. 
Price,  10  cents. 

Information  Concerning  Parasitic  Worms  <»  Pish  (Fisheries  Ekronomlc  Cir- 
cular 21). — Statements  by  special  Investigators  which  should  dispel  any  uneasi- 
ness on  public  health  grounds  on  account  of  the  presence  of  certain  parasites 
in  flsh.    Price,  5  cents. 

Markets  for  Agricultural  Implements  and  Machinery  in  Argentina  (Special 
Agents'  Series  12.5). — Covers  the  trade  methods  and  market  requirements  of 
Argentina  for  all  kinds  of  farm  machinery,  with  valuable  suggestions  to  manu- 
facturers iu  further  extending  their  sales.    Price,  10  cents. 


SPAIN'S  UNMINED  IBON  OBE. 

[Consul  Genenil  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  14.1 

Careful  estimates  place  the  quantity  of  unmined  iron  ore  in  Spain 
at  700,000,000  tons,  capable  of  yielding  about  50  per  cent  of  metal. 
This  vast  mineral  wealth  is  distributed  throughout  the  various  prov- 
inces, chief  among  which  are  Leon  with  150,000,000  tons;  Temel, 
135,000,000  tons;  Vizcaya,  70,000,000  tons;  Lugo,  65,000,000  tons; 
Oviedo,  55,000,000  tons;  Aragon,  40,000,000  tons;  Seville,  35,000,000 
tons;  Santander,  Malaga,  and  Almeria  each  possessing  25,000,000 
tons. 

About  9,000,000  tons  of  Spanish  iron  ore  have  been  mined  annually 
during  the  past  decade,  although  some  sharp  fluctuations  are  notice- 
able of  late.  At  present  nearly  half  the  iron  mined  is  from  the 
province  of  Vizcaya,  where,  as  a  consequence  of  constant  exploita- 
tion the  quantity  has  been  gradually  reduced.  At  the  same  time, 
the  means  of  mining  and  transportation  of  mineral  products  have 
been  perfected  in  that  province. 

The  metallurgical  interests  of  Spain  demand  intensive  develop- 
ment of  the  iron  mines,  where  a  part  of  the  national  wealth  is  latent 
Besides  the  iron  resources  of  the  Peninsula,  Spain  owns  iron  mines 
in  Morocco  with  almost  inexhaustible  reserves. 


AMEEICAN  COTTON  GINNED. 

Census  cotton  report  shows  7,291,733  bales,  counting  round  as  half 
bales,  ginned  from  the  growth  of  1916  to  October  18,  compared  with 
6,708,730  bales  for  1915  and  7,619,747  bales  for  1914.  Round  bales 
included  this  year  are  133,659  bales,  compared  with  54,783  bales  for 
1915  and  15,235  bales  for  1914.  Sea-island  included  64,931  bales  for 
1916,  40,438  bales  for  1915,  and  30,078  bales  for  1914. 
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FBEHCH  PlffiPAEAT1[0N  OF  CANDIED  CHESTNUTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Eticnne,  Sept.  19.] 

The  approaching  harvest  of  the  marron  or  large  chestnut  of  south- 
ern France  promises  to  be  good,  with  a  fine  quality  of  output.  This 
important  article  of  French  food  is  largely  augmented  by  imports 
from  Italy  and  other  countries  in  normal  times,  and  while  not  as 
extensively  used  here  as  in  places  where  it  is  ground  and  used  as  flour, 
it  has  an  accepted  place  in  the  dietary  of  the  country,  and  is  prepared 
for  the  table  in  many  ways. 

An  industry  of  large  proportions  at  Privas  (Department  of  the 
Ardeche),  in  this  consular  district,  where  the  climatic  conditions  and 
soil  produce  the  highest  quality  of  nuts,  is  that  of  the  manufacture  of 
niarrons  glaces  (candied  chestnuts)  for  various  markets.  A  consid- 
erable quantity  is  exported  to  high-class  confectioners  in  the  United 
States. 

Process  Empiiyed  in  Cooking. 

In  the  preparation  of  tljis  French  delicacy,  an  authority  on  the 
subject  states,  the  hard  shell  is  first  removed,  leaving  the  inner  skin 
on  the  nut.  It  is  then  cooked  in  water  of  nearly  100°  C.  (212°  F.), 
care  being  taken  not  to  allow  it  to  boil,  which  would  break  the  nut. 
The  inner  skin  having  peeled  off,  the  chestnuts  are  plunged  into  a 
sirup  of  sugar  and  vanilla  of  30°  C.  (86°  F.)  where  they  are  left 
as  long  as  is  necessary  to  absorb  all  the  sirup  that  is  possible.  A 
second  cooking  in  sirup  of  sugar  of  24°  C.  (77°  F.)  is  intended  to 
glaze  the  marron.  They  are  then  left  to  cool,  which  "sets"  the 
sugar  on  the  surface. 

The  entire  process  is  comparatively  simple,  but  the  result  depends 
much  on  the  experience  and  handicraft  of  the  confectioner. 

[A  long  article  on  the  preparation  of  Freucli  glace  fruits  and  nuts  was  pub- 
lished in  Dally  Ck>nsular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Feb.  24,  1909.] 


TICKET-SELIING  MACHINES  NOT  IN  DEMAND  IN  RUSSIA. 

[Consul  John  A.  Ray,  Odessa,  Sept.  23.1 

There  appears  to  be  no  jiossibility  of  introducing  automatic  ticket- 
selling  machines  into  moving-picture  theaters  in  Eussia.  The  diffi- 
culty lies  in  the  regulations  for  collecting  the  internal-revenue  tax  on 
theater  tickets.  The  manager  of  a  theater  obtains  his  tickets  from 
the  local  authorities  in  the  form  of  stub  books.  Through  each  book 
a  cord  is  passed  and  the  ends  sealed.  A  revenue  stamp  of  the  proper 
denomination  is  pasted  over  each  ticket  and  stub  by  the  ticket  seller. 
The  tickets  are  torn  out  as  sold  and  half  of  the  stamp  remains  on 
the  stub.  The  stub  books  are  checked  over  by  the  authorities  and  a 
heavy  fine  is  imposed  on  a  thiiter  manager  who  sells  a  ticket  with- 
out a  stamp.  In  regular  theaters  the  manager  receives  a  number  of 
tickets  equal  to  the  number  of  seats  in  the  house  and  the  stub  books 
with  the  unused  tickets  are  returned  to  the  authorities  at  the  close 
of  the  performance.  In  the  case  of  motion-picture  houses,  applica- 
tion is  made  for  the  number  of  tickets  that  the  manager  estimates 
will  be  needed.  Judging  from  a  cut  of  an  American  machine  seen  in 
this  office,  it  is  not  adapted  to  tickets  bound  in  book  form. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


348  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

GOLD  PBODTJCIION  IS  BHODESIA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gonsaulus,  Jobannesbarg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  Sept.  Q.] 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  for  mines,  south- 
ern Bhodesia,  for  the  year  1915,  the  number  of  producers  of  gold 
from  reef  claims  was  489;  there  were  also  19  producers  of  alluvial 
gold,  mainly  from  the  AngT\-a  Eiver.  Three  mines  in  the  country 
produced  27.6  per  cent  of  the  total  output.  They  were  the  Shamva, 
103,979  ounces ;  the  Globe  and  Phoenix,  93,672  ounces ;  and  the  Cam 
and  Motor,  55,746  ounces.  The  output  was  mainly  dependent  upon 
the  larger  producers,  but  the  small  workers  are  of  great  value  to  the 
country  in  developing  and  proving  the  value  of  claims  on  an  inex- 
pensive basis,  very  often  with  excellent  results  to  themselves,  and 
thus  paving  the  way  for  capital  in  cases  where  claims  are  sliown  to 
contain  larger  possibilities  than  were  at  first  anticipated. 

Valne  of  Ontpnt — Claims,  Etc. 

The  value  of  the  1915  output  was  $18,605,446  as  against  $17,432,240 
in  1914,  an  increase  of  $1,173,206.  Over  the  total  output  the  average 
value  per  ton  crushed  works  out  at  $6.55. 

The  Hartley  district  comes  second  in  regard  to  the  number  of  gold 
reef  claims,  the  first  three  being  Bulawayo,  12,273;  Hartley,  10.953: 
Gwelo,  7,877. 

The  net  collection  of  administrative  revenue  was  $125,005  as 
against  $142,320  for  the  previous  year. 

The  monthly  average  of  Europeans  employed  in  mining  operations 
was  1,819 ;  that  of  natives,  37,928.  The  total  number  of  deaths  among 
Europeans  and  natives  on  the  gold  and  other  mines  was  1,001.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  by  accidents  for  the  year  was  159,  an  increase 
of  24  on  the  previous  year's  figures. 

HIOH-OBASE  JEWELST  IN  PASAOUAT. 

[Congul  Samuel  Hamilton  WUey,  Asuncion,  June  27.] 

There  is  a  very  limited  demand  in  the  Asuncion  district  for  high- 
grade  jewelry.  Those  who  can  afford  to  purchase  this  class  of  jewelry 
usually  buy  from  jewelry  shops  in  Buenos  Aires,  Montevideo,  or 
European  cities.  There  is  a  smaller  demand  than  usual  for  the  higher 
grades  at  present,  on  account  of  financial  stringency  occasioned  by 
the  war,  which  has  caused  a  diminution  in  purcliases  of  all  articles 
other  than  necessaries. 

In  the  various  jewelry  shops  of  Asuncion,  the  stocks  of  high-grade 
jewelry  consist  principally  of  the  following  articles,  on  whicn  the 
selling  prices  are  given. 

Women's  rings  in  18-carat  gold  and  in  platinum,  set  witli  diamonds,  from 
$200  to  $1,000. 

Women's  rings  in  18-carat  gold  and  in  platinum,  set  with  diamonds  and  sap- 
phires, with  diamonds  and  rubles,  with  diamonds  and  pearls,  with  diamonds 
and  emeralds,  with  pearls  alone,  from  $800  to  $1,000. 

Men's  rings,  18-carat  gold  or  platinum,  set  with  solitaire  diamond,  emerald, 
ruby  or  sapphire,  from  $100  to  $800. 

Women's  earrings,  18-carat  gold  or  platinum,  set  with  small  and  large  dia- 
monds, with  small  diunionds  and  sapphires,  rubies,  emeralds  and  pearls,  with 
pearls  alone,  from  $80  to  $500. 

Pendants  in  18-carat  gold  or' platinum,  set  with  stones  mentioned,  from  $80 
to  $300. 
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Collars  of  pearls,  from  |200  to  $1,000. 

Bracelets  of  18-carat  gold,  solid,  from  $50  to  $150. 

Bracelets  of  18-carat  gold,  set  -n-ith  stones  mentloued,  from  $100  to  $300. 

Crosses  of  18-carat  gold  and  of  platinum,  set  with  small  stones,  from  $80  to 
?200. 

Necklaces  of  platinum,  from  $20  to  $50. 

Scarf  pins,  18-carat  gold  or  platinum  set  with  stones,  from  $80  to  $300. 

Cuff  links,  18-carat  gold  or  platinum,  set  with  stones,  from  $80  to  $300. 

Medals  (religious)  of  gold  and  platinum,  set  with  stones,  from  $50  to  $200. 

Men's  watch  chains,  in  18-cnrat  gold  at  $1  per  gram;  In  gold  and  platinum, 
from  $80  to  $200  per  chain. 

Sets  for  women  consisting  of  earrings,  ring,  and  brooch  of  18-carat  gold  and 
platinum,  set  with  stones,  from  $300  to  $1,000. 

Carry  Small  Stocks  of  Higrh- Priced  Ooods. 

None  of  the  jewelry  dealers  carry  more  than  a  small  selection  of 
articles  at  the  prices  mentioned.  There  is  a  certain  demand  for  this 
class  of  goods  for  wedding,  engagementj  and  confirmation  gifts,  etc. 

There  are  no  wholesale  jewelry  establishments  in  this  district.  The 
retail  jewelry  dealers  import  their  stocks  direct  from  foreign  markets. 
Before  the  European  war,  the  jewelry  dealers  here  received  long 
credit  terms  'from  European  jewelry  jobbers  and  manufacturers. 
Terms  of  3  to  6  and  sometimes  9  months  after  arrival  of  goods  were 
allowed.  These  credit  terms  have  now  been  cut  off,  terms  of  cash 
against  documents  Asuncion  being  the  rule  at  present. 

A  list  of  dealers  in  Asuncion  who  carry  high-grade  jewelry  has 
been  prepared,  with  the  names  arranged  in  the  order  of  the  probable 
degree  of  interest  in  high-grade  jewelry  from  the  United  States. 
Gorrespondence  and  catalogues  for  this  district  should  be  in  the 
Spanish  language. 

[The  list  of  dealers  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Donaestlc  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  oMices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
79028.  A  review  of  the  jewelry  market  in  Paraguay  was  published  In  Special 
Consular  Reports  No.  70,  "  South  American  Market  for  Jewelry  and  Silverware."' 
which  may  be  obtained  at  5- cents  per  copy  from  the  offices  of  the  Bureau  or 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Docimients,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C] 


PRICE  OF  LAND  IN  UETTGTTAY. 

[Vice  Consul  John  C.  Terry,  Montevideo,  Sept.   18.] 

Many  inquiries  have  come  to  the  consulate  requesting  information 
regardmg  lands  in  Uruguay.  The  present  price  of  good  land,  suita- 
ble for  farming  or  cattle  raising,  ranges  from  $40  to  $100  per  hectare 
(2.47  acres) ,  according  to  location.  Land  can  be  leased  by  the  year 
for  $4  to  $8  per  hectare. 

There  is  very  little  land  in  the  Republic  under  cultivation,  the 
largest  portion  being  used  for  cattle  and  sheep  raising.  This  in- 
dustry is  being  developed  rapidly,  in  view  of  the  establishment  of 
several  large  meat-pacliing  plants  in  the  Republic. 

Every  year  numerous  cattle  shows  are  held  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  live-stock  industry,  and  the  Government  contributes  to  them 
subsidies  of  money  for  premiums. 

The  number  of  pure-blooded  animals  in  the  country  at  present  is 
considerable, _  and  the  practice  of  crossing  with  imported  animals 
from  the  best  stud  farms  in  England  and  the  United  States  is  quite 
general. 
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EFFOBT  TO  MAKE  COIOH  A  FEEE  F(HIT. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Colon,  Panama,  Oct.  16.] 

The  Board  of  Commerce  of  Colon,  which  has  become  an  active 
body  of  100  members,  has  been  discussing  for  some  time  the  best 
methods  to  promote  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city.  Concern- 
ing the  two  most  important  matters  there  was  at  fii-st  a  division  of 
sentiment  as  to  whether  it  would  be  better  to  undertake  to  establish 
bonded  warehouses  or  to  make  Colon  a  free  port ;  but  the  sentiment 
in  favor  of  the  latter  grew  rapidly,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  board 
on  October- 13  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  appeal  to  the  Panama 
National  Assembly  to  make  this  city  a  free  port.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  of  commerce  that  making  Colon  a  free  port  would 
result  in  bringing  a  large  wholesale  busiress  to  the  city  from  South 
America,  particularly  from  the  west  coast ;  but  the  fact  is  recognized 
that,  while  Colon  itself  would  be  greatly  benefited,  the  deficiency  in 
the  public  revenues  resulting  from  the  abolition  of  the  customs 
duties  would  have  to  be  met  from  other  sources. 


LOWEB  BBEAD  PBICE8  IN  VENEZUELA. 

ICooBuI  Homer  Brett,  La  Gnaira,  Oct.  9.] 

Coincidentally  with  the  highest  prices  for  flour  that  have  been 
known  for  many  years,  the  price  of  bread  in  this  district  has  been 
reduced.  This  i-emarkable  result  is  due  to  competition  among  Caracas 
bakers.  The  former  price  was  1.50  bolivare  per  kilo,  or  13.6  cents 
United  States  currency  per  pound,  and  the  present  price  is  1.25 
bolivars  per  kilo,  or  11  cents  per  pound.  This  price  does  not  include 
delivery  and  is  only  for  1-kilo  (2.2  pounds)  loaves  at  the  bakery.   The 

Eublic  seems  willing 'to  accept  these  conditions,  and  if  present  prices 
old,  greater  consumption  of  bread  and  increased  imports  of  Amer- 
ican flour  will  result,  despite  its  unusual  cost. 

The  duty  on  wheat  flour  amounts  to  3.43  cents  per  pound,  and 
about  $1,000,000  worth  is  imported  annually. 


SOUTH  AFBICAN  OSTBICH  FEATHEB  HABKET. 

(Consul  B.  A.  Wukeflpld,  Port  Elizabeth,  Sept.  12.] 

The  ostrich  feather  market  is  held  for  one  day  or  part  of  one  day 
each  week,  but  transactions  are  small  and  the  demand  indifferent. 
Naturally  the  result  of  this  continued  slump  in  the  feather  market 
is  being  severely  felt  by  farmers  who  are  depending  chiefly  upon  this 
industry.  Very  few  birds  are  being  bred,  and  prospects  are  not 
encouraging.  Sales  for  the  last  two  weeks  were  as  follows:  For  the 
week  ended  September  0,  3,112  pounds  were  sold  for  $12,154,  and  for 
the  week  ended  September  IC,  4,725  pounds  brought  $18,598.  As  part 
of  the  feathers  recorded  as  sold  in  this  statement  were  witlidrawn, 
the  actual  sales  were  small. 


The  first  Spanish  vessel  to  make  use  of  the  Panama  Canal,  states 
the  Panama  Canal  Becord,  was  the  Carlos  of  Bilbao,  which  entered 
from  Cristobal  on  September  21  in  passage  from  Norfolk  to  Mejil- 
lones  with  3,391  tons  of  coal.  A  second  Spanish  ship,  the  Bartolo, 
went  through  on  the  same  routing  on  September  30. 
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PBOPOSALS  F0&  OOVEBinCEirT  SUPPLIES  ASB  CONSTBUCTION. 

[CoiTfspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named,  and  specifications  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  worlc  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  coses  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  asic  to  be  placed  on  the  muillDg  lists  of  such  ofBces  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Catial  supplies,  No.  3732. — Sealeil  proiwsals  will  be  received  at  tlie 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  The  Panama  Caual,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  2,  191G,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  iwrt  of  Aucon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone,  Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel,  drawbar  pockets, 
steel  or  iron  pipe,  boiler  tubes,  steel  cable,  chain,  screws,  nuts,  cotters, 
staples,  tacks,  toe  calks,  zinc,  hammers,  wrenches,  chisels,  liatchets,  axes, 
adzes,  mattocks,  saws,  scythe  blades,  files,  bits,  drills,  reamers,  taps, 
stocks  and  dies,  drill ,  sockets,  pive  cutters,  bolt  cutters,  i>Ianes,  pliers, 
vises.  Jacks,  squares,  screw  clamps,  hose  clamps,  hose  nozzles,  c.rommets, 
bolts,  hinges,  chain  blocks,  snatch  blocks,  tackle,,  blocks,  coke  lorks,  hoes, 
trowels,  brooms,  floor  brushy,  tool  handles,  wagon  rims,  ladders,  buckets, 
'■  tordies,  gongs,  oilers,  tallow  pots,  lanterns,  lamp  chimneys,  scythe  stones, 
-  cylinOeB-l)oriDg  bars,  tool  grinders,  battery-charging  panel,  generator  panel, 
shelf  brackets,  elbow  cajtches,  draw  pulls,  funnels,  refrigerator,  scales,  table 
casters,  spoons,  vinegar  bottles,  welding  spectacles,  asbestos  gloves,  rubber 
hose,  railroad  Hags,  rules,  steel  ta|)es,  twine,  crayons,  pencils,  pins,  daters, 
rubber  bands,  blank  books;  i>fper,  pres.sboard,  envelopes,  creosote  oil,  pine- 
tar  oil,  alcohol,  metallic  zinc,' white  zinc,  lead  oxide  of  mercury,  Indian  red, 
and  gum  shellac.    (Circular  No.  5091.) 

Bfecfric-cJock  system.  No.  3733. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Su|)er- 
vising  Architect's  office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  20,  1916,  for  an  automatic  electrlc-^Jlock  system  in  the  Interior 
Department  office  building  at  Washington,  D.  C.    Drawings  and  specifica- 

'"    tlons  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  alwve-nnmed  office. 

Cable,  No.  3734. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  0, 
1916,  for  furnishing  aviator  cable  and  wire  Further  information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-nametl  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  3735, — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer,  of  The  Panama  Canal,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  November  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  spring  plates,  steel 
and  iron  castings,  cable,  wire,  sheet  copper,  sheet  brass,  bronze,  brass 
tubing,  sheet  zinc,  .she«»t  lead,  lead  pipe,  tin  pipe,  stovepipe,  nails,  rivets, 
cable  clips,  files,  turnbuckles,  chaplet  stems,  drill  chucks,  dies,  bits,  saws, 
brooms,  brushes,  grease  cups,  oil  cups,  engine  lubricators,  steam  gauges, 
steam  whistles,  gauge  lamps,  forges,  calking  irons,  ladders,  oar  locks,  belt 
lacings,  hoof  pads,  glovc.-^,  glass,  hose,  packing,  gaskets,  rubber  valves,  belt- 
ing, canvas,  bunting,  cheesecloth,  oilcloth,  ticking  mattress  tufts,  emery 
cloth,  chalk  lines,  toweling,  vacuum  cleaners,  water  coolers.  Ice-cream  tubs, 
kitchen  utensils,  spoons,  flexible  conduit,  trolley  poles  and  equipment,  rules, 
chamois  skins,  file  boxes,  paper  fasteners,  pins,  erasers,  stamp  pads, 
rubber  bands,  paper,  pipe  covering,  boiler  lagging,  furnace  cement,  cal- 
cium carbide,  lye,  borax,  chalk,  soap,  glue,  floor  wax,  alcohol,  ammonia, 
lard  oil,  varnish,  paint,  white  zinc,  and  lumber.     (Circular  No.  1094.) 

Post-offlce  construction  No.  3736. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  28,  1916,  for  remodeling  the  post  office  at  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.  Plans  and  spociflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to  tlie  above-named 
office. 

Light  vessel  repairs.  No.  3737. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house In-spector,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  until  November  15,  1916,  for  docking 
and  repairs  to  Light  Vessel  No.  56.  Further  information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 
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FOSEIOir  IBADE  OPFOBTUJIiTlES. 

Reserved  addregseo  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«r«a«  and  Its  dlatriet  oSces.     Request 
.    for  each  opporlnnlty  should  Uc  on  a  separate  sheet  and  iitate  opportanlty  nmntlter. 

Tho  Bureau  does  not  furnixh  credit  rntlnga  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tlie  Htandlag 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  sbonld  be  taken  In  all  cases. 

Curtain  materiaU,  etc.,  Xo.  227M. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
transmits  tlie  name  of  a  seneral  commission  merchant  in  his  district  who 
is  In  tlie  market  for  bead  and  bnniboo  curtain  materials,  etc.  Bamboo 
sticks  should  be  smooth,  natural,  or  dyed  in  several  different  colors ;  tliick- 
nes-s  from  4  to  10  millimeters  (0.157  to 0.39  of  an  inch),  cat  to  lengths  of  12, 
14,  16,  and  20  centimeters  (4.71,  5.49,  6.27,  and  7.87  Inches),  evenly  cut  at 
botli  ends.  Quotatloim  are  also  desired  on  small  black  shoe-type  buttons, 
cardboard  tubes  (frequently  replacing  bamboo  tubes)  used  in  the  manu- 
facture  of  tliese  curtains,  toilet  clippers,  and  metal  baskets  for  add  con- 
tainers. Siiinples  of  the  bamboo  sticks,  cardboard  tubes,  beads,  and  buttons 
may  be  Insiiected  at;  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  Ko. 
80599.)     CorresponcMiice  in  English. 

Automobilet,  etc.,  No.  22795. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Venexuela  •»- 
ports  that  the  proprietor  of  an  automobile  garage  in  his  dtstrtet  tlesirea  to 
obtain  the  agency  for  a  low-priced  automobile  and  for  greases,  tires,  asd 
other  supplies.    Correspondence  in  Englisb. 

Typewriter  supplies,  etc.,  No.  22796. — A  mannfactvrers'  agent  In  Russia  wrltW- 
the  Bureau  tliat  he  is  desirous  of  entering  Into  commercial  relations  wKk' 
American  manufacturers  of  fly  paper,  safety  razors,  typewriter  saM>llai, 
shaving  soap,  and  underwear,  etc.,  for  women  and  children. 

Cream  separators.  No.  22797. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bbreau  In  Souft 
Africa  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  territory  is  interested  in  receiving  cata- 
logues and  quotations  on  cream  separators  from  15  to  50  gallons. 

Farm  machinery,  etc..  No.  22798. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Barean  In  tb* 
United  States  transmits  the  name  of  an  American  who  Is  employett  nk 
adviser  to  farmers  in  cotton  growing  in  Brazil,  and  who  desires  to  receive 
quotations  on  farm  implements  of  all  kinds,  irin  outfits,  and  cottouseed-oil 
iimchinery  of  about  10  tons  capacity.  He  is  also  interested  in  tools  a«d 
machinery  of  all  kinds. 

ilachinerti,  No.  22799. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  an  Inquiry  from  a  man  to 
India  who  wishes  to  receive  iliustratetl  catalogues  and  quotations  froii 
American  manufacturers  of  can-making  machinery  and  machinery  used  IB 
the  pineapple  Industry. 

Plumbing  supplies.  No.  22800. — An  established  plumber  in  Spain  infomis  ao 
American  consular  otiicor  of  his  desire  to  import  from  the  United  States 
lead  siphon  tubing  with  Interior  diameters  of  25,  30,  35,  40,  45,  and  50  mllll- 
meters.  An  illustration  sliowing  tubing  desired  may  be  lnspecte<l  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  79990.)  Correspondence 
in  Spanisli. 

SiiOar,  Lard,  etc..  No.  22801. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland 
writes  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  represeat 
Amerlcon  sugar  refineries  and  esiwrters  of  lard  and  salt  pork,  etc.  Ke^ 
erence. 

Machinery,  No.  22802. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  firm  In  the  United  King- 
dom  wishes  to  get  into  coinniunicntlou  with  American  manufacturers  of 
inacliines  for  converting  shavings  and  chips  into  paper  pulp. 

Hosiery,  No.  22803. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  tliat  a 
manufacturers'  ogent  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  cotton,  woolen,  and  silk  hosiery  for  women  and  children.  Ref- 
erences. 

Old  netospapcrs,  No.  22804. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  Bast  re- 
ports an  inquiry  in  his  district  for  the  names  of  exporters  In  the  United 
States  of  old  newspapers. 

WASHINGTON  :  QOVERNMKNT  PBINTIKO  OFFICS  :  111* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  DY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ale  br  tlu  Supcristcndeiit  of  Doeomaon,  WitMnihio,  D.  C|M(2>S0  per  jcar 

No.  253         Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  October  27  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Omk  mnsnrM  to  control  food  sappllas SSI  ArMrlCdin  consular  ofnoers  on  Isaw  of  aoseace.  357 

Bnnneeeinynboluis  as  a  tanning DUMrlal....  35t      MaTement  of  ooal  and  ooke 35) 

Uardmuvsaia  In  South  Amerioa 8M      Markets  (or  musloaj  Instruments 3W 

CwpenthrooOcaof  Bnruuat  Dayton SSI  Fropjsals  lor  Qovemment  supplies  and  oon- 

CnBtnictJon  work •....  365         struottoa 387 

Demjsinz  Intanat  rat«j  In  Vanaiuela 353       Foreign  trade  opporiunli  lei 3(8 

VduageoTlvMln  Italy 3S7      New  torm  Ibr"  Trade  Opportnolties" 3<8 

OBEEE  HEASUBES  TO  COimtOL  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  Department  of  State  is  in  receipt  of  information  from  the 
American  Minister  at  Athens,  Greece,  that  the  Government  proposes 
to  take  the  re<^uisite  steps  to  supply  the  country  with  flour,  sugar, 
end  wheat,  -which  will  include  contracting  for  the  transportation  of 
these  commodities  at  low  rates.  It  is  understood  that  shipments 
made  to  Greece  through  any  other  channel  will  be  subject  to  requisi- 
tion at  the  rates  fixed  by  the  Government  without  reference  to  the 
current  conmiercial  prices. 

BTTRHESE  UYEABOLANS  AS  A  TAHNINQ  MATEBIAL. 
[Indian  (Government)  Trade  Journal,  Sept.  15.] 

A  report  on  the  Burmese  myrabolaiis  or  "  pangia  "  fruits  as  a  tan- 
ning material,  prepared  by  the  chemical  adviser  to  the  Forest  Re- 
search Institute,  states  that  the  Burmese  myrabolans  are  different 
from  the  Indian  Chebulic  myrabolans  in  points  of  tannin  and  non- 
tannin  contents  and  color.  In  the  air-dried  Burmese  material  the 
tannin  varies  from  16  to  32  per  cent;  the  general  average  may  thus  be 
taken  to  be  20-25  per  centtwhich  is  about  half  the  tannin  content  of 
the  Indian  myrabolans.  The  nontannin  ranges  from  25  to  34  per 
cent,  and  the  general  average  may  be  taken  to  be  27-30  per  cent,  which 
is  three  times  that  of  the  Indian  myrabolans.  The  color  is  high.  The 
maximum  red  and  yellow  recorded  for  the  Indian  myrabolans  is  2.5 
red  and  7.4  yellow,  while  the  Burmese  myrabolans  in  general  have  4.9 
v»i  and  18.35  yellow.  The  excess  of  nontannin  is  a  disadvantage, 
and  all  tanning  materials  having  nontannins  in  excess  must  be  classed 
as  somewhat  inferior,  though  in  practice  they  give  fairly  good  results. 

To  form  some  opinion  as  to  the  actual  tanning  properties  of  the 
Burmese  myrabolans  experiments  were  undertaken,  which  disclosed 
that  leather  made  with  this  material  alone  is  spongy  and  tough  like 
the  leather  produced  by  Indian  myrabolans,  that  the  Burmese  fruits 
can  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  butts  for  making  army  boots  and 
shoes  and  also  for  making  black  uppers  of  inferior  quality,  and  that 
they  will  be  useful  in  conjunction  with  babul  bark  for  making  sole 
leather. 

<nu*— u  353 
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HABDWASE  RAT-TS  Dl  SOUTE  AMSBICA. 

Considerable  capital  furnisbed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  is 
l^eing  invested  in  Chile's  mining  enterprises,  and  that  tends  to 
increa»e  the  u<e  of  products  frtnn  this  country.  In  Bolivia  American 
goods  have  been  selling  well  since  the  war  started,  and  it  is  tboogfat 
that  much  of  the  newly  gained  business  can  be  retained.  Oar  hwd- 
ware  has  a  reputaticn  for  high  quality  among  iht  Bolivians,  and 
all  that  is  required  to  gain  markets  for  it  is  a  willingness  to  grant 
terms  similar  to  those  to  which  the  native  firms  are  accustomed. 

Conditions  in  these  two  South  American  countries  are  described, 
and  facts  relating  to  their  hardware  markets  are  givoi  in  the  first 
of  a  series  of  publications  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  baied  on  the  recent  world-wide  investigation  of  hardware 
markets  by  the  American  commercial  attaches.  The  reports  have 
been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  attaches,  but  the  technical 
infonnation  was  collected  by  specially  engaged  experts  in  each 
country.  In  addition  to  the  written  reports  thousands  of  dollars' 
woilh  of  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  United  States  and  have 
already  been  exhibited  in  the  principal  American  hardware  centers. 
Thev  now  form  a  part  of  the  Bureau's  permanent  exhibit  in  New 
York  City.  This  investigation  is  the  first  of  a  number  of  far- 
reaching,  concerted  studies  to  be  undertaken  by  the  attach6  service 
to  assist  American  manufacturers  in  capturing  foreign  markets. 

Imports  of  Chile  and  Bolivia. 

The  report  on  Chile  and  Bolivia  was  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  Commercial  Attache  Verne  L.  Havens,  who  has  his  headquarters 
at  Santiago,  Chile.  During  the  normal  year  1913-14  Chile  imported 
a  total  of  $3,750,000  worth  of  hardware.  Germany  led  all  com- 
petitors as  a  source  of  siipply  with  a  total  of  $1,487,000  worth.  Eng- 
land was  second  with  $999,000  worth,  and  the  United  States  was 
third  with  $654,812  worth.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Belgium 
sold  $300,000  worth  of  hardware  to  Chile  in  1914,  a  decided  gain  over 
its  previous  showing.  In  1918  Bolivia  imported  hardware  valued  at 
$3,500,000,  and  at  that  time  German  manufacturers  easily  controlled 
the  market. 

The  report  not  only  discusses  general  conditions  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, but  takes  up  in  detail  each  article  of  hardwaroj  describes  the 
design  most  in  favor,  and  endeavors  to  account  for  its  popularity. 
The  work  is  entitled  "Markets  for  American  Hardware  in  Oiile  and 
Bolivia,"  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  41.  In  all  there  are  190  pages, 
including  12  illustrations  of  hardware  articles  in  common  use  m  the 
countries  dealt  with.  Copies  may  be  had  at  25  cents  each  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  or  from  the  dis- 
trict offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


COOPERATIVE  OITICE  OF  BUSEAU  AT  OATTOH. 

A  cooperative  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce has  been  established  with  the  foreign-trade  bureau  of  the 
Greater  Dayton  Association,  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Mr.  J.  M.  Bechtoid, 
formerly  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau,  is  in  charge  of  this  new 
cooperative  branch. 
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COHSTBITCnOH  WOBK. 

CAKASA. 

[Consul  W.  E.  Al««r,  Vernie,  Brittab  Columbia,  Oct.  19.) 
Vew  Wunp  Kill  at  HeUon. 

The  establishment  of  a  customs  stamp  mill  at  Nelsoo,  in  the  Fernie 
consular  district,  now  seems  assured.  It  is  the  intention  to  build  a 
gold  stamp  mill  with  cyanide  equipment.  This  would  be  advan- 
tageous, as  it  would  provide  a  means  of  treating  ore  taken  out  during 
development  work  which  does  not  run  high  enough  to  justify  ship- 
ment to  a  smelter. 

CHZLB. 

[Ambassador  Joseph  H.  Shea,  Saotliago,  Sept.  19.] 
Antofagssta  Port-Vorki  Xaw. 

The  law  which  provides  for  the  construction  of  port  works  at 
Antofagasta  was  promulgated  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  September  8. 
[Brief  mention  of  the  passing  of  this  law  was  made  in  Commercb 
Reports  for  October  16,  1916.1  The  cost  of  the  works  is  limited  to 
£1,700,000  sterling  ($8,273,000),  and  bv  the  act  the  President  of  the 
Bepublic  is  authorized  to  procure  the  funds  in  one  of  several  ways — 
but  it  is  generally  believed  it  will  be  necessary  to  contract  a  loan  for 
the  entire  amount.  The  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  on  the  loan  is 
fixed  at  6  per  cent  and  the  amortization  at  not  to  exceed  2  per  cent. 

The  law  [a  translation  of  which  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington, 
upon  referring  to  file  No.  813251  also  stipulates  that  bids  for  the 
works  shall  be  asked  for  in  Chile,  Europe,  and  the  United  States 
within  three  years. 

VEAKCE. 

In  its  issue  of  October  5  the  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  states 
that  proposed  port  improvements  at  Havre  will  involve  an  ex- 
penditure of  200,000,000  francs  (roughly,  $40,000,000),  to  be  borne 
partly  by  the  State  and  partly  by  the  Havre  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  work  as  planned  includes  the  dredging  of  the  tidal  basin  and  its 
approaches ;  the  construction  of  a  new  basin,  called  the  North  Basin, 
along  the  Tancarville  Canal,  affording  accommodation  for  vessels 
drawing  9.15  meters  (about  30  feet) ;  the  construction  of  a  South 
Basin,  affording  accommodation  for  vessels  of  a  still  deeper  draft, 
with  16,000  meters  (52,500  feet,  or  nearly  10  miles)  of  quay  opening, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  lock,  into  the  Tancarville  Canal ;  and 
(he  installation  of  refitting  and  graving  plants  in  these  new  docks. 

JAFAK. 
(British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  5.1 
>«w  Kailways  and  Eart)or  Works  In  Hokkaido. 

At  the  end  of  1915  the  extent  of  railways  in  the  Hokkaido  was 
878  miles  of  single  track  and  66  miles  of  double  track.  The  chief 
work  done  during  the  year  was  the  opening  to  traffic  of  7J  miles  of 
new  single  track  north  of  Shimo-Ikutabara,  on  the  line  to  Yubetsu, 
•nd  the  double-tracking  of  9^  miles  on  the  Yubari  branch  line. 
It  is  intended  to  complete  another  15  miles  of  single  track  on  the 
line  to  Wakkanai  and  the  remaining  10  miles  of  the  line  to  Yubetsu. 
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In  addition,  construction  work  will  be  carried  out  on  a  further  6 
miles  of  the  former  of  these  two  railways  and  on  the  first  30  miles 
of  the  track  that  will  eventually  link  up  Kusture  with  Nemuro. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  a  four  years'  program  of  harbor 
works  at  the  port  of  Aomori.  The  plans  are  for  two  detached  break- 
waters, two  moles,  and  a  quay.  The  entire  works  are  to  cost  about 
$750,000,  and  are  being  undertaken  by  the  prefectural  govemmoit, 
aided  by  a  subsidy  from  the  Imperial  Preasurv.  The  absence  of  any 
protection  against  northerly  wmds  has  long  been  a  source  of  great 
inconvenience  at  this  port,  as  communication  between  ships  and  the 
shore  is  often  dangerous  and  sometimes  impossible  in  winter. 


{Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  I3Uu>s«a,  Bangkok,  Aus.  22.] 
Chinese  College  for  Bangkok. 

Tb«  Chinese  community  of  Bangkok  has  subscribed  $61,790  for 
the  construction  of  a  college  in  a  prominent  location  in  the  Qiineae 
quarter  of  Bangkok.  The  contract  has  been  awarded  to  a  local 
Chinese  builder  and  the  work  of  construction  will  begin  at  once,  the 
plans  calling  for  an  imposing  and  substantial  building  of  brick  and 
ferro-concrete  to  be  ready  for  use  in  about  16  montiis.  It  is  onder- 
stood  (iiat  further  subscriptions  will  be  forthcoming  for  the  par- 
chasing  of  an  up-to-date  equipment  for  this  institution. 

Tramway  for  freight  Tnuwfer. 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  announces  that  tenders  will  be  opened  at 
the  Direccion  General  de  Obras  Publicas,  Ministerio  de  Fomoito, 
Madrid,  on  November  13,  for  the  construction  and  operation,  for  a 
period  of  60  years,  of  a  tramway  for  freight  traffic  frtrai  Miravalles, 
a  station  on  the  Caste jon-Bilbao  Railway,  into  the  town.  Construc- 
ti<Hi  work  must  be  commenced  within  a  period  of  three  montlis  and 
completed  within  eighteen  months  from  ihe  date  of  the  granting  of 
the  concession.  Although  this  contract  will  probably  be  awarded  to 
a  Spanish  firm,  nevertheless  the  prosecution  of  the  work  may  invohc 
the  purchase  of  some  material  outside  Spain. 


DECREASING  IITTEBEST  SATES  IN  VEBEZUEIA. 

[CottBul  Bomeir  Brett,  La  aualra.  Oct.  «.] 

On  October  1,  1912,  the  discount  rate  of  the  Bank  of  Yenezueh 
was  reduced  from  12  per  cent  to  9  per  cent  On  October  1,  1916,  it 
was  announced  that  in  future  the  rate  on  30,  60,  or  90  day  Becund 
commercial  paper  would  be  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum. 

That  money  is  easy  in  Venezuela  is  evidenced  by  the  prevailing 
rate  of  exchange.  The  actual  par  of  the  American  dollar  in  Vene- 
zuelan currency  is  5.18  bolivars;  by  local  law  the  gold  doDar  is 
worth  5.20  bolivars,  and  at  the  present  moment  actual  gold  coin  is 
worth  a  premium  of  one-half  of  1  per  cent,  or  6.226  boUvars,  for  the 
dollar,  but  the  banks'  selling  rate  for  sight  drafts  on  New  York  is 
only  6.16. 

The  Soyal  Bank  of  Canada  has  just  completed  the  famidiing  of 
quarters  tor  its  new  branch  in  Caracas  and  subbrandies  are  about 
to  be  opened  in  La  Quaira  and  Maracaibo. 
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ynTTAGE  OF  1916  IN  HALT. 

IConinl  Aitbnr  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  Tlce  conaal,  Genoa.  Oct.  4.] 

According  to  careful  preliminary  estimates  from  unofficial  sources, 
Italy's  grape  crop  and  wine  production  in  1916  will  be  about  one* 
third  greater  than  in  1915  but  considerably  less  than  the  average 
for  the  years  1909-1915.  This  is  brought  out  by  the  table  that  fol- 
lows, which  gives  the  ^rape  harvest  (in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds) 
and  the  wine  production  (in  American  gallons)  for  each  year  since 
1909  and  also  shows  the  proportion  each  season's  yield  bore  to  the 
average  for  the  seven-year  period  1909-1915. 


Ymt. 


Onpe  harvest 


Httrk) 

tons. 


Index 
number. 


Wtne  produotlon. 


Metric  tOBS. 


Index 
number. 


urn. 

m«_ 

mi 

»»_ 

oar 

mc 

BUL 

in»-m5(STerHe)- 
HIC(«;ttanBte) 


9,612,800 
4, 673, 000 
6,614,000 

6,«in,eao 
7,v»,ioa 

3.012.200 
6,470,700 
4,000,000 


148.5 
72.2 
109.6 
103.2 
123.6 
106.0 
46.6 
100.0 
61.8 


1,633, 
773 
1,126. 
1,165, 
1,380, 
1, 137. 

a», 

1,102, 
672, 


124,000 
836,000 
793,000 
689, 000 
026,000 
148,000 
377,000 
700,000 
578,000 


147.9 
70.2 
102.0 
105.7 
125.1 
103.0 
45.6 
100.0 
60.9 


AMEBICAU  CONSTJIAB  OFTICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
(-onunercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  argent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Mam*. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


PIlm,wnilsmJ 

Qrwiy,  WflborT 

Deoildaon,  Chester... 

Ctam,  Harold  D 

Chamberlfai,  Oeorge  B 
Bpahr,  Uenoan  L.. . . . 

TiDskw,  Edward  D.. 

Hetpu,  Beniy  H.... 

■Watson-Jehn  J.  C 

Attm/ralbot  J 

Baoaoa,  George  C... 


St.  Oall,  Switzerland. 
Seville,  Spain 


Port  Umoo,  Costa 
RIoa. 

Calrar;,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Oeorgetown,  Quiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 
Hamburg,  Germany 


St.  Pierre.  Ulquelon. 
Hanover,  (lermany . 
Swatow,  China. 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  2S 

Nov.  18 

Deo.  14 
Dec.     1 

Dec.    11 

Dec.     1 

Dec.  r5 
..do..., 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washtagton,  D.C. 

C/o  District  OfDce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestlo  Commerce,  Room  *S», 
Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Sangertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
C/o  District  OIBoe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commeroe,  Room  409, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City.  Oct.  •'2- 

Nov.  1. 
c/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Forelga 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Fortv-.secood 

street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Depirtment  of  iitate,  VvasnlnKton,  U.O. 

Do. 
C/o  Mr.  C.  B.  Hauptmsn,  File  Building, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  Oct.  30. 


That  part  of  central  Alaska  lying  between  the  lower  Koyiikiik 
Kiver  and  the  Yukon  was  until  recently  but  little  known.  Iii  1013 
it  was  explored  by  H.  M.  Eakin,  and  his  results  are  presented  in  a 
report  entitled  "  The  Yukon-Koyukuk  Region,"  recently  issued  by 
tile  United  States  Geological  Survey  as  Bulletin  631. 
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COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.      - 

HovsxEirr  of  coal  amo  coke. 


The  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leading  eastern  railroads 
during  July  and  7  months  ended  July,  1915  and  1916,  foUo-ws: 


JULY. 


ClasMi  and  nilnads. 

Originating  on  line. 

Received  from  conneo- 
tkms. 

Total. 

IS16 

ISU 

iins 

mt 

U15 

UM 

ros  werzKut  mm. 

Anthreefto 

Baltlmora  &  Ohio 

SItorMoiu. 

Short  tmu. 

Sliortfem. 
70,243 

8,070 

207 

1,319 

127,932 

73 
1»7,4U 

27S 

140 

22.033 

Slwrtioiu. 
87,317 

8,694 

667 

1,430 

70,506 

28 
4>l,7ia 

1.108 

U9 

26,065 

Short  loiu. 
70,248 

8,070 

207 

1,310 

783,726 

73 
883,020 

278 

176 

22.033 

Slurllimi. 
87,317 

8  SOi 

BuMo,     Rochester     & 
PftlfbDrfh 

Chflsaceoke  &  <!)hio 

144 
624,480 

1,571 

Fre... 

656,794 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 

Plttsbtiri;,     Bt4Uiiat     * 
Northeni            • 

356,670 

414,753 

906,iee 

Vln!in<en           .       .    . 

SO 

Western  MaiykDd 

»,m 

Total 

1,011,109 

1,069.377 

629.660 

696,610 

1, 640. 040 

1,336,117 

Bituminous: 

Baltlinars  *  Obfo 

Buflalo.     Rochester     it 

PlitibarKh 

BoSalo  tt  SmqnebanB 

CbesapeokaAObJo 

EriTTTrrr 

3,608,844 

046.186 

77,688 

1,872.867 

18.001 

66,633 

604,003 
3,301,706 
8.3d»,2U 

232,016 
314,038 
2M,«00 

3,646,143 

742,788 

131,428 

2,002,464 

14,216 

47,383 

660,843 
2,063,410 
8,677,064 

243,541 

861,743 
314,986 

836,183 

6,690 

46 

182,260 

C41.402 

24,«U 

ia,786 
2,683 

8,043,437 

662,776 

77, 7« 

3,064,666 

81,143 

804.008 
3.632,078 
»,688,1« 

232,886 
860,637 
742,210 

i,i47,«a( 

746,  IX 

1S1,4X 

},276.1>« 

6I>,W 

182,840 
(06,473 

27,880 

Honthiidoo  A  Broad  Top 

Mountain. 

New  York  Centnl  (Bof- 

7i,SR 

m,tB 

Norfolk  it  Wesiera...!  ... 

181.183 
>U.9B 

620 
46,609 
467,617 

645,036 
48^768 

6S3 

64,260 
453,671 

3,608.446 

Pennsylvania .- 

Zmim 

Pittsburg,  Sltawmui  it 
Northern 

244,193 

Virginian 

426,  on 

Wratem  Uatylaoil 

768,557 

Total 

12,171,361 

12,804,802 

2,438,483 

2,821,837 

14,600,844 

IS,  626, » 

TO»  COMTAJIT  FWa. 

Antbraolte: 

Erie 

19,452 
12,061 

17,578 
6,097 

19,452 
33.704 

17,5!8 
18,(01 

Pennsylvania 

11,643 

11,006 

Total 

31,513 

24,575 

11,643 

11,006 

43,150 

36,(71 

Bittun  loons: 

Baltimon  A  Ohio 

Buflale,     Rochester     & 
Pittsbureh 

^78,329 

4R,8U) 

6,060 

162,030 

152,659 

2,649 

288,618 
203,624 
416,799 

6,173 
22,113 
44,313 

446,937 

55,018 

7,234 

135,169 

01,930 

2,201 

221,270 
188.683 
564,207 

9,804 
20,111 
48,010 

6,345 

16,144 

284,674 

48,810 

6,060 

162,030 

884,458 

2,649 

281,618 
311,467 
U6,7» 

6,173 
22,137 
44,576 

00,681 

38,(11 
72S4 

Buffalo  it  Susquelianna 

Cbesapealce  & 'Ohio 

Erle..V!T7 

185.  IM 

181,880 

1(6,686 

laM 

Iliintinednn  &  Broad  Top 
Uountafn 

3,301 

New  York  Central  (Bui- 

m.m 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Pennsvlvania .... 

17,943 

44,317 
77 

mt,m 

Piltsbiirg,    Staawmut   & 
Northern 

(,aM 

Virginian 

Western  Unrvland 

24 
263 

102 

20,2U 
48:8H 

Total 

1,686,077 

1,701,472 

206,  C4 

226,226 

1,873,481 

S,M7,M 
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TTTLY— Contlnned. 


869 


duses  and  nilniads. 

Or^tmting  on  line 

Received  from  oonneo- 
tlons. 

Total 

MIS 

lOlS 

1915 

1016 

1815 

ISlt 

COa  FOB  BITSNDE  JOID 

njEu 

BalUniDn  &  Obio 

Bnilalo,  Bocbaster  &  Pttts- 

SlMrttoiu. 
230,765 

35.223 
48,982 
8;975 

aiitrttom. 
367,371 

36,614 
38,204 
83,850 

Stor/tou. 
U6,68e 

1,085 

Short  Umt. 
70,421 

0,804 

Short  totu. 
347,451 

36,308 
48.833 

88,<97 

8,221 

73,986 

1,081,344 

21.1l» 

Shtrttotu. 
837,793 

36  518 

Bnfiuo  &  ^uqaehanail 

CtawwlnA  Ohio 

36  204 

12,885 

88,887 

109 

1,063 

280,072 

15.479 

2.802 
87,015 

21 

3,534 

377.395 

3.280 

35,783 
87,016 

7.286 

frte                           

Boniingdon  A  Broad  Top 

8,113 

72.933 

801,272 

5.680 

7,275 
148,846 
879. 1B4 

6.613 

152,380 
1,186.558 

W«Mrn  Uaiylaad 

8.802 

ToUl 

i,2ii.«n 

1,404,898 

P7,sa6 

454,482 

1,738,268 

1,859,418 

SEVEN  MONTHS  ENDIMO  IVhY. 


rOB  BEVSMUE  OMLT. 

Anfradle: 

BaltUnoie  <&  ObJo 

BufESiO,  Rochester  A 

nttsbargh  ...  

BsAoIA  it  bosouehanna  .. 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio 

I^ie 

Buntingdoo  &    Broad 

Top  MouDtain 

Pnmsylvaola 

PlttslNirg,  Shawmut    & 

NortLeiD 

V'iri;lniaii 

Weitem  Maryland 


Total 

Bllnmlnous: 

Battlmore  &  Ohio 

Bvflalo,     Boohester     & 

Pit  sburgh. 

BaOalo  &  Susque'  anna. . . 

CLesapeske  &  Ohio 

Erie 

HnnlinKdon  &  Broad  Top 

Mounteln 

Mew  York  Ceatral  (Bui- 

lalo  and  east) 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Peonsrlvaoio 

PIttsbarg,   Shawmut   * 

Nortlem 

Virginian 

Vtetmn  Maryland 


TotaL. 


rOB  COMTANT  TUtL. 

Anthrarlta: 

B.40 

ErieL 

Pennsylvania. 


Total.. 


Bttmnioons: 

Baltinnm  &  Ohio 

BnflUo,     Rochester     it 

PtttsbnrKh 

Bnlblo  &  Bosanebanna. . 

Ctesapeake  A  Ohio. 

Eri»....T7.. 

Hontfamloo    A    Bnad 

Top  Maiiitain. 

Mew  Yofk  Omtnl  (Bof- 

^«B*«aatl. 

.M«cMk4i«% 


945 
4,318,487 


8,267,431 


7.4S7.231 


14,206,263 

4,021,131 

5»,437 

11,332,093 

112,628 

381,238 

3,394,043 
12,256,317 
21,668,123 

1,252,424 
1,893,100 
1,889,376 


72,938,174 


186,561 
76,767 


243,328 


2,329,987 

309,198 

54,787 

1,150,357 

959,838 

17,566 

1,627,888 
1,387,179  I 


557 
4,661.425 


3,421,800 


8,074,026 


676,842 

97.330 

3.995 

6.792 

883,888 

248 
2,800,605 

7,056 

636 

188,645 


4,475.649 


16,623,881 

5,301,887 

861,665 

14,461,416 

125,181 

429,049 

4,558,879 
14,716,741 
24,697,804 

1,743,360 
2,634,114 

2,107,680 


88,282,887 


108,722 
80,580 


180,272 


8,378,868 

421,748 

63,275 

1,255,100 

810,443 

18.714  i. 

1,445,819  :. 

1,563.03.5 


3,617,751 

30,949 

211 

840,019 

3,409,460 

153,565 


1,628,213 
2,197,3,-7 

3,987 

255,570 

2, 83.!,  606 


14,987,317 


858,784 

101.805 
4.005 
7.435 

893,690 

480 
3,344,650 

7  319 

2.102 

196.589 


5,416,819 


3,984,090 

23,482 

126 

1,428,268 

4,860,105 

208,440 


3,180,043 
3,585,948 

4,710 

415,233 

2,583,413 


142 

703 

114,617 


115,462 


56,451 


993,834 


20,272,453 


36 

146 

110,816 


110,997 


98,602 


1,153,360 


298,858 


878,842 

97.330 

3.595 

7.737 

8,112,386 

249 
6,068,036 

7.066 

1,004 

lffi,e45 


12  162.880 


17,824,014 

4,052,080 

53i),«48 

12,172,712 

3,522,098 

634,803 

3,394,043 
13,8X1,8.10 
23,855,500 

1,256,411 
2,148,670 

4,721,982 


87,803,491 


853,734 

101,. <«5 

4,005 

7,992 

5,545,115 

430 
6,786,530 

7.310 

2.246 

196,599 


13.490.845 


20,608,571 

5,328,468 

861,791 

15;  907  084 

4,985,296 

637,489 

4,556,879 
17,886,784 
28,283,849 

1,748,060 
3,049,347 
4,681,103 


103,555,322 


142 
167,264 
191,384 


35.S790 


D 


2,386,438 

303,198 

54,787 

1,150,357 

1,953,675 

17,566 

1,527,888 
1,526.765, 

gitized  by 


109,867 
181,366 


301,280 


3,477,588 

421,748 

83,275 

1,255,100 

1,983,803 

19,714 

1,445,819 
„^    1,861,8m 
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SEVEN  UONTBS  ENDING  JULY— Cootlniied. 


OrlgiDatIng  on  Una. 

RMeivad  lt«m  cconeo- 

tlODS. 

Total. 

BIS 

uie 

KIS 

»16 

1915 

U16 

rOB  COXFANT  rVEI/-«ontd. 

Fwin5yf*«nl^ 

a%Mttont. 
4,081,089 

48,876 
187,138 
314.772 

Skortfm. 

t,mi,Tn 

81.388 
M7.1SI 
832.418 

Skorthau. 
166 

Skatitaiu. 
600 

Sltorttatu. 
4,081.284 

48.678 

uT.au 

816.007 

aiurittiu. 

4,aai.n 

Pittsbiirgb,  Shawmat  & 
North*™. 

8l.lii 

Vlrglnfan „ 

WestanltBTiand 

180 
I.23S 

27.875 
88.143 

aaiai 

Total 

12.310. 411 

14.210.297 

1.191.432 

1,615,037 

13S10.843 

i5.8a.m 

COKS  FOR  BCVZirDI  AMD  raXL. 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

BnOaio,  Bodiastar  A  Fttts- 
boreh 

1,418,889 

236.288 
842.660 

<a,8es 

2,034.398 

,     238.860 

S».088 

au,i«7 

878,475 
68.881 

(n,2t2 
0,388 

i,90<,37t 

SB5.150 
343.660 
132.604 
587,470 

34.223 

518, 2W 

6,088,195 

2,180,832 
329.246 

Chesapoake  <&  Ohio 

230.0W 

71.148 
887,470 

670 

6,718 

1,885,407 

60.611 
650,267 

4.105 

56.593 

1,809,306 

70 
30 

87.650 

311,718 

Erie 

6il),2S7 

HBnti»|!<laB  *  Bnad  Top 

33.653 

S11.G62 

4,802,788 

44.106 
I,1M.M7 
6,000,046 

48.211 

NorfoUEA  Western 

1,221.130 

Flttsburg.  Bhamnat  ii  N«(U>> 

8,508.383 

•n 

VlrgiDian 

X 

Western  Marrlaod 

29.828 

M.298 

iie.Tsi 

156,559 

141.948 

Total 

7,133.838 

10,863,433 

3,aZS.38» 

8.4J7,280 

10,158,915 

14,080,02 

NoTB.— Totals  do  not  indud*  amounts  of  ooal  received  b^  tha  New  Tork  Central  Rsnmad  (tom  eat 
aeetioiis.  The  Soathem  RaDwa;  transported  from  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  districts  2(7,7(7  sbon 
tons  ot  bltaminons  coal  In  Joly,  N16,  and  286,600  short  tons  in  July,  1915. 


MABEETS  FOK  HUSICAL  IirSTSUMENTS. 

A-SSTAAIXA. 

[Consul  General  3.  I.  Brittaln.  Sydney,  Aug.  31.) 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  vrar,  imports  of  pianos  into  Uie  Aus- 
tralian market  have  been  largely  from  the  United  Kin^om  and  the 
United  States.  American  pianos  sold  in  this  market  include  many 
well-known  makes,  such  as  the  Steinway,  the  Chickering,  and  the 
Knabe.  A  representative  of  one  piano  house  in  Sydney  states  that 
his  firm  is  now  importing  from  40  to  50  piauos  a  month  from  the 
United  States.  These  are  made  by  5  or  6  American  manufacturers, 
in  accordance  with  a  design  specially  prepared  and  perfected  by  this 
house.  They  are  moderate-priced  pianos,  selling  at  $300  to  $400  each. 
This  firm  believes  that  the  American  manufacturers  have  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  in  spite  of  the  preferential  tariff  on  English  pianos. 

The  latest  statistics  of  imports  of  pianos  into  Australia,  with  com- 
parisons with  recent  years,  are  as  follows: 


f  Jan.  1, 1914, 
JaM38,19U 


Coon  tries. 


ttattadBtates 600     862.092      543 

tWted  Kingdom I,SI6     221.346  2.592 

Qermany 11,8881.329,98510,541 


1910 


Nosn- 
ber, 


Value. 


mi 


Num- 
ber. 


I 


Value, 


1912 


Num- 
ber. 


t80.«iSi      659 

356,8511  2,224 
1.885,40918, — 

I 


0881 


Value. 


8118, «47 
317.287 
951 


1913 


Num- 
ber. 


VahM. 


b«T. 


«84  «n8.777 
S4S.40 

828<,U,40S|l,6a(,< 


to 

19U. 


I,  an 

J. 


VttBt. 


a8.W4 
4«,« 


T^cre  are  practically  no  imports  from  other  coTmtrieB. 
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Xbi^sIi  Fteaot  Imported  are  Higb  Priced. 

Most  of  the  English  pianos  imported  here  are  very  high  priced. 
Tbc  upright  is  preferred,  and  very  few  grand  pianos  are  imported. 
Most  of  the  instruments  are  shipped  direct  to  the  importing  houses, 
whidi  are  invariably  the  retail  sellers,  and  the  freight  or  transpor- 
tation charges  are  payable  at  New  York  or  London.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult here  to  ascertain  what  such  costs  are,  but  one  dealer  informs  me 
that  as  much  as  $97.30  (£20)  has  been  paid  for  the  transportation  of 
one  piano  from  the  factory  in  the  United  States  to  Sydney.  I  am 
endeavoring,  however,  to  ascertain  with  greater  accuracy,  if  possible, 
what  the  freight  rates  are  from  the  United  States. 

Pianos  are  sold  here  frequently  on  installment  terms.  The  cus- 
toms duty  on  grand  pianos  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  is ' 
DOW  $58.40  (£12)  on  each  instrument,  or  30  per  cent  ad  valorem; 
from  other  countries  $73  (£15)  on  each  instrument,  or  40  per  cent 
ad  valorem;  on  upright  pianos  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $34.06, 
or  30  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  from  other  countries,  $38.93,  or  40 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  Whichever  duty  returns  the  higher  revenue  is 
the  one  levied. 

[Copies  of  catalognes  atid  iH-lce  lists  of  a  piano  firm  in  Sydney,  Australia, 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
district  offices.  Lists  of  piano  Importers  In  Sydney  may  also  be  obtained  from 
the  same  offices,  or  the  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau.  Refer  to  file  No. 
S0827.] 

[Consnl  Lnclen  N.  SulllTan,  Newcastle,  Australia,  Sept.  11. J 

Trade  Relationi  of  Newcastle  and  Sydney. 

From  a  commercial  point  of  view,  Newcastle  is  practically  a  suburb 
of  Sydney.  Pianos  ar^  not  imported  into  Newcastle  direct.  The 
two  stor^  here  selling  foreign  makes  are  branches  of  Sydney  houses. 
One  store  which  sells  only  Australian  pianos  is  likewise  a  branch  of 
a  Sydney  house. 

The  freight  on  upright  pianos  from  Sydney  to  Newcastle  is  about 
$4.  This  would  have  to  oe  added  to  the  cost  of  freight  from  the 
United  Staffes  to  Sydney. 

Cost  prices  of  pianos  from  the  countries  which  have  been  exporting 
pianos  to  Australia,  calculated  from  official  statistics  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  1914-15,  are:  Grand  pianos — United  Kingdom,  $471; 
Canada,  $441 ;  Germany,  $334;  United  States,  $324;  upright  pianos — 
United  Kingdom,  $152;  Canada,  $163;  Belgium,  $98;  Germany,  $117; 
United  States,  $150. 
Average  Selling  Price  of  trprlght  Pianos. 

The  average  selling  price  of  upriglit  pianos  ranges  from  $321  to 
$341.  The  difference  between  the  cost  price  and  the  selling  price 
represents  transportation,  customs  charges,  insurance,  and  dealer's 
profit 

The  manager  of  one  of  the  stores  in  Newcastle  reports  that  during 
the  past  four  years  1,205  pianos  were  sold  here  by  his  firm.  Prior 
to  tne  war  not  more  than  5  per  cent  of  the  pianos  sold  were  of 
American  make.  Since  June  1,  1915,  however,  128  American  pianos 
have  been  sold  at  one  store  in  Newcastle.  The  dealers  report  that 
the  piano  trade  at  present  might  be  considered  fair.  One  dealer 
states  that  there  is  no  prejudice  against  American  pianos,  and,  in 
fact,  in  his  showroom  but  of  20  pianos  on  view  17  were  of  American 
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make.  There  are  so  few  grand  pianos  sold  in  this  district  that  the 
type  need  not  be  considered.  The  cost  price  of  that  type  is  some- 
what higher  for  those  of  Continental  maKe  than  for  those  of  Ameri- 
can make.    The  figures  are  $344  and  $324. 

In  upright  pianos  the  cost  price  of  American  makes  is  $150  against 
$117  for  the  Continental  makes. 
Proipect  for  Amerioan  Salei  Very  Good. 

The  manager  of  an  Australian  firm  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
early  in  1915  to  arrange  for  buying  pianos  there.  The  general 
opinion  prevails  that  the  prospect  for  American  pianos  is  very  good. 
A  firm  which  maintains  a  branch  house  in  Newcastle  has  had  two  or 
three  men  in  the  United  States  to  superintend  the  placing  of  Aus- 
tralian improvements  on  American  pianos.  This  is  also  done  in 
England.  The  improvements  are  considered  essential  for  the  Aus- 
tralian trade.  They  consist  chiefly  in  changing  the  piano  from  a 
brilliant  tone  to  a  softer  one.  The  dealers  here  buy  direct  from  the 
manufacturers.  There  is  a  goqd  sale  for  American  Steinway  in- 
struments. 

It  is  possible  to  do  a  much  larger  business  in  cheajwr  grades  of 
pianos  than  in  those  of  better  quality.  The  time-payment  system  is 
considered  successful  here.  ^ 

Last  year  an  American  firm  had  a  man  in  this  district  to  introduce 
pianos  which  were  sent  on  approval,  but  the  cost  of  cartage  was  so 
large  that  the  plan  was  not  a  good  proposition  financially.  There  is 
evidence,  however,  that  American  pianos  are  coming  more  into  favor 
in  this  district.  The  State  of  Queensland  during  the  year  ended 
June  30, 1915,  imported  4  grand  and  580  upright  pianos  of  all  makes, 
valued  at  $83,168 — average,  $142 — ^and  during  the  year  end^  June  30, 
1916,  605,  valued  at  $88,372— average,  $146.  This  would  indicate  that 
the  annual  trade  in  imported  pianos  in  the  State  of  Queensland  is 
in  the  neighborhood  of  600. 

IConsul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Mobart,  Tasinanla.  Aug.  23.] 

Xannfacturers  Kn*t  Keet  Demands  of  Importeri. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  a  prominent  Tasmnniau  firm 
dealing  in  musical  instruments  placed  an  inquiry  for  pianos  in 
Commerce  Reports.  Considerable  business  has  resulted,  although  I 
am  informed  by  a  member  of  this  firm  that  so  far  it  has  not  Been 
possible  to  induce  American  manufacturers  to  conform  to  local 
desii-es  in  these  instruments.  He  added,  however,  that  several  firms 
had  recently  promised  him  some  instruments  in  conformity  to  bis 
wishes.  If  American  manufacturers  can  not  satisfy  importers  in 
this  respect,  they  must  not  be  surprised  if  they  lose  most  of  their 
trade  when  supplies  of  the  kind  desired  are  obtainable. 

Very  few  grand  pianos  are  imported  into  Tasmania,  and  it  would 
hardly  be  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  to  cultivate  the  market  for 
these,  but  the  imports  of  upright  pianos  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  nn.v  efforts  American  manufacturei-s  may  be  inclined  to 
make  in  this  field. 

Buying  Power  Eqnal  to  That  of  Other  States. 

As  Tas^mnniii  lias  a  population  of  200,000,  which  is  4  per  cent  of 
tiie  total  population  of  .\ustralia,  and  as  the  buying  power  of  the 
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dtizens  of  this  State  wiJl  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  citizens 
of  the  other  States  of  Australia,  there  is  every  reason  to  tiiink  that 
Tasmania  absorbs  fully  4  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  pianos 
into  Australia,  a  number  which  would  be  much  greater-  than  the 
total  credited  to  this  State  in  the  customs  retm'ns.  If  any  figures 
were  available  as  to  the  nimiber  of  foreign  pianos  shipped  into  this 
State  from  Melbofurne  and  Sydney,  it  would  be  found  that  Tasmania 
easily  absorbed  her  full  share  of  the  total  imports  of  foreign  pianos. 
Freight  conditions  at  present  are  far  from  favorable.  The  local 
firm  that  has  been  importing  pianos  from  America  Avas  compelled 
on  account  of  the  excessive  rates  to  order  that  all  shipments  should 
be  delayed  untU  more  favorable  conditions  prevail  in  shipping 
drcles. 

CliaiiKet  is  ^notations  on  Oeean  Freights. 

During  June,  quotations  from  New  York  to  Hobart  were  $1.25 
per  cubic  foot,  while  in  July  this  firm  received  quotations  of  $0.95 
per  cubic  foot  from  New  York  to  Melbourne,  which  would  be  about 
|l.lO  per  cubic  foot  from  New  York  to  Hobart,  while  very  recently 
it  received  a  quotation  of  $0.80  i)er  cubic  foot  from  New  York  to 
Melbourne,  a  decided  reduction  in  the  past  two  months,  but  the 
firm  is  inclined  to  await  more  favorable  rates.  This  house  has  been 
importing  organs  from  America  for  years,  and  previous  to  the  war 
it  was  accustomed  to  pay  about  $0.20  per  cubic  foot  on  such  goods 
from  New  York  to  Hobart,  while  rates  often  were  much  lower  than 
that  figure  from  England  and  Germany. 

I  am  forwarding  a  list  of  piano  firms,  two  of  which  already  have 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  American  exporters  as  in  the  mar- 
ket for  pianos.  "Hie  headquarters  for  the  third  firm  is  in  Melbourne, 
though  it  has  branches  in  Hobart  and  Lauucesgton.  Purchases  are 
usually  made  by  the  main  oiBce.  The  fourth  fii'm  in  the  list  has  a 
large  business  in  phonographs,  while  the  other  firms  carry  pianos  and 
furniture.    ■ 

[The  list  of  dealers  meatioaed  majr  be  obtained  tram  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  DeoMstic  OoBamerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Seder  to  file  No. 
S0619.} 

NEW  ZEAI.ANI>. 

[Consul  G«iieral  AUred  A.  Wlnalow,  Anddand,  Adr.  28.] 

Opportaiiity  for  Increase  of  American  Sales. 

American  pianos  are  not  well  known  in  New  Zealand,  for  the 
leasons  that  th.ey  are  more  expensive  than  the  Continental  pianos 
that  have  heea  sold  here,  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions 
enjoy  a  preferential  duty  of  10  per  c»it,  whidi  has  made  it  difficult 
for  the  American  manufacturer  to  compete  with  the  English  make. 
At  this  time,  however,  the  preferential  duty  is  offset  by  the  difficulty 
experioaced  in  obtaining  pianos. 

Ammncan  manufacturers  of  musical  instruments  wfao  are  inter- 
ested in  the  business  should  organise  for  this  field  and  cover  the 
twritory  thoroughly.  The  people  of  New  Zealand  are  better  able  to 
purchase  musical  instruments  than  ever  before,  and  there  should  be 
a  Biarket  for  1,000  or  1,500  American  pianos  in  this  Dominion  within 
fl»e  next  year.    One  firm  states  that  it  has  given  one  manufacturer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364 


COMKEBCE  BEPOBTB. 


an  order  for  80  pianos  on  condition  that  the  cases  shall  be  boilt 
according  to  European  models,  and  has  ordered  C  pianos  from  an- 
other firm,  with  the  intimation  that  many  more  orders  would  follow 
if  the  requirements  were  met. 
Importi  of  Plaao*  T>uiing  Xecent  Tears. 

The  imports  of  pianos  into  New  Zealand,  in  numbers  and  Talnes, 
by  countries,  for  1913,  1914,  1915,  and  the  first  six  months  of  1916 
were: 


Countries. 

UU 

1914 

ins 

Bixmoattas. 
lau. 

Nam- 
ber. 

Value. 

Num- 
ber. 

Vahia. 

Num- 
ber. 

Vataa. 

Num- 
ber. 

VatiM. 

AaMralis 

U 
1 
• 

2.262 

2. 854 

M 

t(,2W 

204 

I.OdO 

252.410 

388.230 

13.728 

1 

«2B 

2 
11 
38 
41 
(.224 
4S 

2 

S341. 
1.913 
7.343 
6.003 
372.023 
9.4M 
190 

3 
16 
25 

2 

1.290 

42 

3 

3423 

Canada  

l.tM 

Franca 

28 
1.480 
2,270 

25 
5 

e.tsi 

Its.  887 

281.S27 

3.Mt5 

404 

4.9tS 

Oaroiany 

293 

United  ktaKdoin 

178.  StS 

United  Statea 

7.017 

209 

Total 

(.302 

<S1.83S 

3,80» 

481,207 

3.363 

896,906 

1,379 

113. 716 

A  careful  study  of  this  table  will  make  it  clear  that  American 
piano  manufacturers,  and  in  fact  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
musical  instruments,  have  neglected  this  field,  for  it  will  be  noticed 
that  the  United  States  supplied  only  58  pianos  during  1913  out  of 
total  imports  of  5,202  instruments. ' 
•Baropean  Style  of  Case  Xost  Popular. 

The  European  style  of  case  is  most  popular  here,  because  it  is 
better  known,  but  it  is  probable  that  an  active  propaganda  for  Amer- 
ican styles  would  win.  However,  it  is  well  to  cater  to  local  tastes 
unless  one  is  prepared  to  enter  on  such  a  campaign. 

Only  the  cheaper  pianos  have  been  import^  from  the  United 
States  up  to  the  present  time,  and  these  are  being  sold  here  now  at 
$390  to  $490  after  paying  the  duty  of  80  per  cent  and  the  exceedingly 
high  freight  rates.  Beiore  the  war  Continental  pianos  were  sold 
here  at  $220  up. 

Manufactui'ers  and  exporters  should  give  c.  i.  f.  prices  whenever 
possible,  and  never  less  than  f.  o.  b.  steamer  at  port  of  shipment:  and 
should  put  themselves  in  a  position  at  least  to  allow  the  purchasers 
to  pay  against  documents  at  port  of  arrival  in  New  Zealand.  Euro- 
pean manufacturers  in  general  have  extended  similar  or  even  better 
terms,  and  American  houses  must  meet  these  conditions  if  they  are  to 
get  and  hold  any  great  proportion  of  the  business. 
Oood  Tield  for  Pianolas  and  Phonographs. 

There  is  a  good  field  in  New  Zealand  for  pianolas,  phonographs, 
gramophones,  records,  etc.,  and  it  will  pav  Americans  to  cultivate  it. 
European  manufacturers  formerly  supplied  a  large  proportion  of 
these  lines,  and  as  this  supply  is  greatly  restricted,  me  way  b  cleared 
for  American  manufacturers,  who  should  make  the  most  of  it. 

Imports  of  musical  instruments,  phonographs,  gramophones,  rec- 
ords, etc.,  into  New  Zealand  for  1914,  1915,  and  the  first  six  montJts 
of  1916  by  countries  of  origin  were: 
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CoontilM. 

WU 

UU 

Hz 

months, 

1*16. 

Coontrles. 

1914 

1916 

Six 

monttis, 

1916. 

eaUHB  A)l>  BAKIfO- 

mciu. 

«r.2oa 

1,884 

M,35S 

3486 

anaa.  musical  VKsaxh 
uciras. 

Australia 

(400 

273 

2.366 

21,160 

186 

(44S 

287 

8,083 

2,677 

679 

161 

896 

36,392 

7,232 

223 

1360 

Canada .... 

204 

Japan 

166 
1,942 
3,769 

Franofl    ...... 

i,?n 

920 

nnit«H  iTinpiQin       ,    , 

1.002 
•.8M 

3.667 
6.2*6 

Germany  ...•••..... 

Untied  StaMi 

Italy.. .1 

127 

49 
83 

TeUl 

».«95 

14,317 

6,363 

Switwrind. !."".. I." 

44 

36.196 

2,7M 
764 

UnltMl  KiDCdom 
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21,865 

3,796 
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3W 
443 
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9,071 
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auras,  nc. 
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ABMIta 
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86,977 

29,200 
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ACTION     TTOKK,     KST8, 
MSTAL  fSAMSS,  PITES, 
BTC. 
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229 
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88 
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as 
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1.377 

47.  M9 

2S,610 

2S8 

341 

33.462 

18.279 

15 

Usiud  Kingdom 

DidMStatw 

United  Kingdom 

United  Statei 

2,720 
IS 

AOptMr          - 

Ailotl>er„ 

Total 

Total 

36,620 

61,930 

82,428 

11,4U 

7,673 

3,735 

OTBn  rAXTs  or  won- 

CAL  OiSTBOMXSra. 

Aostmlia. 

■KOUIS  POB  rujR>- 
AiMtraUi 

4.M3 

8,2S1 

48.  •» 

22,627 

ISS 

4(2 
1,494 
8.431 

73 
86,761 

32,853 
117 

876 

""■i.vib 

iia 

1,114 
68 

616 
8.S33 

2,871 
166 

68 

xn 

Bitehim 

B«4glam 

fSST 

T^nee 

861 

88 
6,409 
3,231 

24 

348 

Cm  many 

Germany 

88 

UBiMd  K:iii«dam 

DaiMd  6MMS 

41,034 

17,496 
68 

United  {Ungdom. 

United  States- 

3,37T 

1,085 

169 

A9oUwr 

AUotber 

Total 

IWal. 

SI,  738 

66,191 

00.397 

8,3X) 

10,671 

>  6,132 

Tarlf  Kat«s  on  Xnslcftl  butnunentf. 

These  lines  are  very  largely  handled  by  piano  and  music  dealers. 
All  musical  instruments,  records,  and  materials  not  otherwise  enu- 
merated are  classified  under  Item  No.  133  of  the  New  Zealand  tariff 
and  pay  an  import  duty  of  20  per  cent  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  possessions  and  10  per  cent  additional  from  all  other  countries, 
with  a  special  war  tax  of  1  per  cent.  Action  work,  keys,  and  metal 
frames,  for  making  organs,  harmoniiuns,  and  pianos,  also  organ 
pipes  and  stop  knol»  are  classified  under  Item  No.  826  and  enter  free 
trmn  all  countries,  with  the  exception  of  the  war  tax  of  1  per  cent. 

Various  American  musical  instruments  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances are  well  received  in  New  Zealand,  but  the  prices  have  been 
higher  than  for  those  from  European  manufacturers.  The  sales  of 
European  musical  instruments  also  have  been  pushed  more  energeti- 
eally,  which  means  much  for  these  lines. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  mnsical  instrtiments,  etc.,  at  Auckland  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative 
oOcM.    Refer  to  file  No.  81128.] 

ITALT. 

[Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Aug.  24.] 

XwlMtl  XBttnuMBt*  At  XkA  Port  •(  Venice. 

By  decree  pnblidied  June  8,  1916,  the  importation  of  musical  in- 
atmments  into  Italy  is  prohibited,  though  exceptions  are  allowed 
from  time  to  time.    In  such  cases  permission  must  be  obtained  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S66  OOMMBBOB  BBPOBTS. 

importers,  who  are  obliged  to  send  their  demands  through  the  loc«l 
chambers  of  commerce  to  the  competent  authorities. 

Upright  pionos  are  classed  under  No.  1167  of  the  General  Statistics 
of  Commerce,  and  the  value  for  statistical  purposes  is  570  lire  ($110.01 
at  mint  rate)  each  for  importation,'  and  690  lire  ($133.17  at  mint 
rate)  each  for  importation.  In  the  Italian  customs  tariff  upright 
pianos  are  classed  under  No.  458,  b,  I,  and  the  Italian  duty  is  as- 
sessed at  90  lire  ($17.37  at  mint  rate)  per  imit. 

In  1914  there  were  3,431  upright  pianos  imported  into  Italy,  and 
of  these  3,026  were  furnished  by  Grermany,  and  195  by  the  United 
States.  Of  this  number  38  entered  at  the  port  of  Venice  in  1914,  as 
follows :  From  Austria,  8 ;  Germany,  25 ;  United  States,  5.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  15  other  pianos,  which  arrived  at  Venice  from  Germany 
in  June,  1914,  before  the  outbreak  of  war,  were  passed  throu^  the 
customhouse  in  the  following  year  and  will  figure  in  the  statistics  of 
1915,  not  yet  accessible^ 
Exports  of  TTprlght  Pianos  from  Italy. 

During  the  same  period  246  upright  pianos  were  exported  from 
Italy,  of  which  7  were  sent  to  the  United  States..  None,  however, 
were  exported  through  the  port  of  Venice. 

In  1914  there  were  138  grand  pianos  imported  into  Italy,  of  which 
119  were  furnished  by  (5ermany,  and  only  1  was  imported  from 
the  United  States.  During  this  period  only  one  grand  piano  was 
imported  at  the  port  of  Venice,  and  this  was  the  one  from  tne  United 
States.  In  this  same  period  10  grand  pianos  were  exported,  of  which 
6  were  sent  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  None  of  these,  however, 
passed  through  the  port  of  Venice. 

Grand  pianos  are  classed  under  No.  1168  of  the  General  Statistics 
of  Commerce,  and  the  value  for  statistical  purposes  is  1,300  lire  each 
($250.90  at  mint  rate).  In  the  Italian  customs  tariff  grand  pianos 
are  classed  under  No.  458,  b,  2,  and  duty  is  assessed  at  180  lire  (34.74 
at  mint  rate)  per  piano. 
Tariff  Bates  on  Phonographs  and  Oramophones. 

Phonographs  and  gramophones  are  classed  under  No.  317  of  the 
Italian  customs  tariff  and  pay  a  duty  of  75  lire  per  Italian  quintal  of 
220  pounds  (per  pound,  6^  cents  at  mint  rate)  on  the  actual  net 
weight,  at  the  general  tariff  rate,  but  the  United  States  enjoys  the 
privilege  of  the  most-favored-nation  clause  in  the  commercial  treaty 
and  the  corresponding  conventional  rate  of  30  lire  per  Italian  quintal, 
equal  to  about  2|  cents  per  pound  at  mint  rate.  This  duty  is,  how- 
ever, assessed  on  the  legal  net  weight,  8  per  cent  being  allowed  as 
le^l  tare  for  packing  in  cases. 

Prices  should  be  in  Italian  lire,  c.  i.  f.  Genoa,  as  the  port  of  Venice 
is  now  closed.  Credit  of  from  90  to  120  days  is  generally  required 
by  Italian  dealers,  and  piano  dealers  require  even  longer  credit. 

(Lists  of  piano  dealers  and  dealers  in  phonographs  and  gramophones  in  the 
Venice  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nnd 
Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  S0463.] 


The  resumption  of  service  between  New  York  and  the  West  Indies 
by  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.  has  been  postponed  until  Janu- 
ary 13,  as  the  steamers  Tagvs  and  Danube  will  not  be  ready  in 
December. 
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PEOPOSAIS  FOE  GOVEEHMEirC  STTPPIIES  AND  CONSTEUCTION. 

[CoiTDspoDdeiMe  gbonid  be  direct  witb  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  nsaally 
lie  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
tommL  In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Anns  to  submit  tenders,  &ey 
akooM  aak  to  be  placed  on  tbe  malllBC  lists  of  sncb  offloes  to  racelre  notices  calling  for 
fstore  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Sacii  Department  supplies,  No.  3738. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by. 
tte  Borran  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C  to  which  Burean  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply, 
glTing  schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  319, 
<fad  ofl  apparatus,  and  water  tube  boilers;  schedule  320,  binoculars,  range 
Anders,  stadimeters,  feed  tube  sight  telescopes,  and  gun  sight  telescopes; 
schedule  321,  boring,  drilling,  and  milling  machine;  schedule  322,  bronxe 
flrop  forgings,  steel  drop  forglngs,-  sheet  steel,  and  spares  for  torpedoes; 
schedule  323,  squeeser  type  molding  machines,  brass  tube  sheets,  and 
rod  manganese  bronze ;  schedule  324,  gray  prison  ftannel ;  schedule  323, 
5-borsepower  turning  gear  motors;  scliedule  326,  brass  voice  tubing; 
Khedule  827,  portable  foam  fire  extinguisher,  rubber  air  hose,  steam 
jacketed  kettles,  trough  urinals,  72-inch  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton 
sheeting,  metallic  brown  In  oil,  and  paint  and  varnish  remover;  schedule 

328,  worm  geared  chain  blocks,  wedge  point  soldering  coppers,  gauge 
glass  cutters,  portable  blacksmith's  forges,  hinges,  metal  workers'  soap- 
stone  pencils,  planers,  cutter  l>locks,  etc.,  and  brass  wood  screws ;  schedule 

329,  brass  pipe,  .copper  pipe,  and  brass  evaporator  tubes ;  schedule  ilSO, 
armored  controller  cable,  telephone  cable,  copper  tubular  wire  connectors, 
twin  lamp  cord,  telephone  ccrd,  silicon  bronze  antenna  wire,  and  double 
osBdTKtm'  wire;  sdieduie  331,  white  bone  buttons,  Jersey  cloth  for  bathing 
tnmka,  and  black  and  white  sewing  cotton;  schedule  382,  com  Irooins; 
sdiednle  S33,  fine  gramilated  cork,  S2-tnch  by  75-foot  tarred  sheathing 
felt,  rubber  suction  hose,  mattress  twine,  1}  Inch  by  |  Inch  calcium  car- 
bide, patty,  and  compoaitiea  and  galvanized  iron  steam  and  water  fittings; 
schedule  334,  sheet  emery  doth,  flies,  2-foot  long  4-f(4d  boxwood  rules, 
^eel  cop  screws,  and  knife  haiidle  screw  wrenches;  schedule  835,  raga 
for  wipins  machinery,  bar  brass,  composition  and  galvanized  iron  steam 
and  water  fittings,  and  brass  {rfpe;  schedule  336,  steel  (liners)  forgiugs. 

Trte  planting.  No.  3739. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Supervising 
Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washlngtim,  D.  C  until  Novem- 
ber 14,  1916,  for  pUoting  trees,  shmbs,  etc  on  tbe  ^wnnds  of  the  Federal 
bnildlngs  in  tbe  States  of  Maine,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Oonnecticnt,  and  New  York,  In  accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of 
which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

HmpiUl  tupplies.  No.  8740. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Snpfdy  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
October  80,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "  D,"  Trans- 
port Dock,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  l-quart  bowls,  cups,  oval  pans, 
pitchers,  plates,  coffee  pots,  sauce  pots,  saucers,  and  soup  tureens.  Sperffl- 
catlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  abore-named  office. 

fn$  pUmtimg,  Na  3741. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Supervising 
Architect's  Office,  Treasnry  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 18,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Fe<leral 
bolldlngs  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  TeDDes.%e,  MisslKsippi, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  in  accordance  with  speciftcntions, 
copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  oflice. 

€(mal  excav<UioH,  No,  3742. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Reclamation  Service,  Mills  Building,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  until  November  24, 
1S16,  for  canal  excavation  and  levee  construction.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 


Two  additional  American  agencies  were  opened  in  Curacao,  Dutch 
West  Indies,  during  the  September  quarter,  reports  Consul  G.  S. 
llessersmith,  one  representing  a  Louisiana  import  company  and  the 
other  an  Ohio  soap  worlcs. 
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FOBEIGH  TBADE  OFFOBTITinTIES. 

Besenred  addressee  may  be  obtained  from  the  Baresn  and  Its  district  oSecs.  BcoMst 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  op»«rtult7  Baaibe*. 
The  Bareaa  does  no*  fnmlsh  credit  mtinits  or  aRsume  re«pon8lbtltty  as  to  the  stxixllBt 
•  of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  sJl  cases,  ^imbolsi; 
*  Reported  by  American  conRUlar  offlcers ;  t  reported  by  commercuu  attachni  aaa 
commercial  agents ;  t  direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

General   merchandise .. — - —  ^11 


Hardware ^W 

Hosiery 2WW 

Knit    goods mm; 

Machinery,  macaroni,  etc f^'r' 

Spices 22M5 

Underwear zm» 

Wire,    steel 2»U 

Woolen  goods 2X801 


Cement 2280.5 

Chlckory,    dried 22«07 

Coffee... . 22806 

Cotton    goods 22«0« 

Electrical    fittings 22812 

Fertilizers 22808 

rish.    cod 22805 

Flour    22818 

Pood    products 22818 

22805.*— A  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  Import  cWed  codfish,  coffee,  pepper,  cloveg, 

cinnamon,  and  Portland  cement    Correspondence  In  Spanlstt.    Iteferences. 
22806.t — A  man  In  Colombia  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Informntlon, 

prices,  etc.,  of  machines  used  in  the  manufacture  of  macaroni,  pastes  of 

all  kinds,  soups,  etc. 
22807.* — A  manufacturer  In  France  using  sliced  chicory  root  desires  to  recrtv* 

samples  of  at  least  2  or  3  kllogrnms  (4.4  lbs.  or  6.6  lbs.)  by  parcel  post, 

together  with  prices  and  terms  for  lots  of  100  metric  tons  (1  metric  ton 

is  equivalent  to  2.204.6  lbs.).    Reference. 
22808.* — ^The  owner  of  a  large  estate  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  f^tillzers. 

Correspondence  In  English.    Reference. 

2280ft.* — A  manufacturers*  agent  In  Argentina  is  desirous  of  securing  the 
agency  of  an  American  manufacturer  or  exporter  of  woolen  and  cotton 
piece  goods,  knit  gooils  of  all  kinds,  including  hosiery,  underwear,  etc. 
References.    Correspondence  In   English. 

22810.* — A  firm  of  hardware  merchants  In  India  desires  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  American  manufacturers  of  general  hardware. 

22811.t — ^The  representative  of  a  firm  in  Venezuela,  who  Is  now  In  the  United 
States,  desires  to  enter  Into  commerclnl  relations  with  American  moon- 
fncturers  and  exporters  of  general  merchandise  with  a  view  to  securing 
general  agencies  for  that  country. 

2281 2.t — An  Import  house  In  the  Far  East  desires  to  t>e  placed  In  touch  with 
American  mnnufiuturers  nnd  exporters  of  electrlc-llght  flttlngs  for  dwell- 
ings, such  ns  china  clny  fittings,  brass  articles,  switches,  cut-onts,  hnlUers, 
shades,  table  and  celling  faiLS.  etc.  Full  information  as  to  prices,  dis- 
counts, etc.,  is  desired.    References. 

22813.t— A  firm  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau  that  one  of  its  et» 
tomers  In  Mexico  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  foodstuffs  and 
provisions  of  all  kinds.  Direct  connections  with  flour  mills  in  the  United 
States  Is  desired. 

22814.* — A  manufacturer  of  metallic  cables  In  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market 
for  steel  wire.  Annual  requirements,  15  to  20  carloads.  Quotations  are 
deslrwl  on  30  tons  of  galvnnlzed  steel  wire,  with  a  resistance  of  120 '40 
kllogrnms  to  the  cubic  millimeter.  In  the  following  lots:  3.000  kilos.  0.4 
mm. :  6.000  kilos.  0..5  mm. ;  6.000  kilos,  0.6  mm. ;  5.000  kilos,  0.7  mm. ;  5.000 
kilos,  0.8  mm. ;  5.000  kilos,  0.0  mm.  Delivery  close  of  present  year.  B«^e^ 
ences.    Correspondence  in  French  or  German. 


HEW  FOEM  FOE  "TBADE  OPPOBTUiriTIES." 

With  this  issue  of  Commerce  Reports  a  change  is  made  in  the 
form  of  publishing  "  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities,  the  chief  feature 
<)f  which  is  on  amhabetical  list  of  the  articles  for  which  opportuni- 
ties are  given.  The  source  of  the  inquiries  is  indicated  by  symbols. 
It  is  believed  that  the  new  form  will  enable  the  readers  of  CoMJfEucB 
Reports  to  find  more  easily  and  quickly  the  items  in  which  they  are 
interested. 

WASHiNOTON  :  ooTUNicBNT  psiNTxaa  omcs:  IM 
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SWISS  POTATO  CBOP  FAUTTBE. 

.   [Consul  Walter  H.  Scbuiz,  Berne.  Oct.  7.] 

The  Swiss  Department  of  Agriculture  announces  a  potato  short- 
age and  the  purchase  of  large  quantities  of  com  and  nee  as  substi- 
tutes, which  it  is  hoped  will  arrive  in  time  to  tide  over  the  country. 
The  potato  shortage  is  attributed  to  the  heavy  spring  rains  and  the 
limited  imports. 

Owing  to  their  scarcity  the  sale  of  potatoes  has  become  a  city 
monopoly.  They  are  placed  on  sale  but  once  a  week.  American 
diippers  interested  in  potato  exports  should  address  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  the  German  or  French  lan- 
guage. 

[Reports  on  the  potato  trade  and  supplies  In  Switzerland  were  published  in 
CoMUERCiAX  Repobts  for  Aug.  18  and  Sept.  7,  1916.] 


PBOJECTES  BATUM-TBEBIZOND  BAIIBOAO. 

(British  (Government)  lioard  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  12.]. 

The  British  consul  at  Batum  reports,  under  date  of  September  11, 
that  the  Kussian  Government  has  decided  to  build  a  railroad  from 
Batum  to  Trebizond,  and  that  the  work  of  carrying  out  this  scheme 
has  recently  been  taken  in  hand.  The  new  railway,  which  is  to  be  of 
the  ordinary  Russian  broad-gauge  type,  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  skirt 
the  foot  of  the  mountains  and  follow  the  coast.  It  is  said  tliat  at 
some  points  of  the  proposed  track  the  mountain  cliffs  are  perpendicu- 
hir  to  the  seadiore.  Although  in  several  instances  the  inclines  will  be 
fairly  steep,  the  ruling  gradients  are  to  be  easy.  Many  rivulets  and 
streams  have  to  be  spanned,  and  embankments  constructed  over  allu- 
vial flats.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties  that  they  have  to  encounter  in 
building  the  line,  the  State  engineers  are  confident  that  they  will  be 
able  to  oring  the  works  to  a  satisfactory  termination  in  six  montlis, 
which  is  the  limit  of  time  given  for  completing  the  line  and  begin- 
ning to  work  it.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  new  line  will  be  of  much 
value  for  general  commercial  purposes  for  some  yeai-s  to  come. 

Wlf-IB  "  369 
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mCABAGUA'S  STJFFLT  OF  JLAILSOAB  CBOSSTIES. 

( Consul  Jobn  A.  Gamon,  Corinto,  8c|>t.  21.] 

The  coast  lands  of  Nicaragua's  Pacific  slope  are  rich  in  woods 
suitable  for  railroad  crossties  in  great  variet}^,  but  exportation  has 
not  been  undertaken.  The  Ferrofearril  del  Pacifico  de  Nicaragua  has 
drawn  heavily  upon  available  woods  near  its  right  of  way,  and  ties 
are  now  very  scarce  within  5  miles  of  the  railroad.  All  those  now 
used  are  hewn  ties;  it  would  be  diflScult  and  expensive  to  obtain 
sawn  ties. 

Ties  for  export  should  be  taken  from  the  Conseguina  Peninsula, 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca,  or  the  coast  lands  south 
from  Cape  Desolado  to  San  Juan  del  Sur.  Good  anchorage  may  be 
foxmd  inside  of  Monypenny  Point,  in  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca.  These 
.waters  accommodate  either  steamers  or  sailing  vessels  of  deep  draft 
San  Juan  del  Sur  offers  the  only  other  anchorage  with  loading 
facilities  on  the  coast,  although  small  ships  might  u>ad  at  favorable 
points  from  Cape  Desolado  south.  Loading  at  sach  points  probably 
could  be  accomplished  to  the  best  advantage  by  raning.  A  smaU 
quantity  of  ties  would  be  available  for  shipment  tiirou^  the  port  of 
Corinto,  which  is  the  terminal  of  the  Ferrocarril  del  Pacinco  de 
•Nicaragua.  The  water  on  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  this  port  at 
mean  low  water  is  approximately  27  feet. 

£est  Woods  Available  for  tlie  Industry. 

Tiie  best  woods  available  for  ties  are  madera  negra,  nacascola, 
guyacan,  nispero,  quebracho,  guachipilin,  vainillo,  giiinguirte,  guapi- 
nol,  mora,  granadillo,  almendro,  conancubtt,  gavilaQ,  and  chiquirm. 
The  weight  of  these  woods  will  average  63  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot. 
Of  the  woods  listed,  madera  negra  is  probably  the  best  for  crossties. 
The  average  life  of  the  woods  mentioned  is  from  8  to  10  years  in 
roadbeds  without  ballast,  but  they  will  average  from  10  to  12  years 
in  ballast. 

One  million  ties  could  be  furnished  yearly  at  Conseguina  Peninsula 
and  a  similar  quantity  on  the  coast  section  from  Sio  Tamadindo 
south  to  San  Juan  del  Sur. 

Hewed  cronies  are  used  on  the  Ferrocarril  del  Pacifico  de  Nica- 
ragua, and  measure  6  by  8  inches  by  7  feet  (minimum) ,  and  cost  28 
cents  placed  alongside  the  rails.  A  man  who  is  in  the  tie  business 
states  that  ties  measuring  6  by  8  inches  by  9  feet  would  cost  approxi- 
mately 40  cents  each.  Other  persons  in  the  hardwood  business  be- 
lieve that  hewed  ties  could  be  laid  down  at  ship's  side  for  about  39 
cents  each  if  shipped  on  the  coast  or  in  the  Gnlf  of  Fonseca,  exdoare 
of  export  duties.  For  ties  carried  to  Corinto  by  rail  there  would  be  an 
added  freight  charge  of  about  27  cents  and  a  wharfage  charge  of  86 
cents  per  ton.  The  cost  of  loading  ties  should  not  exceed  2J  cents 
each. 
Kicaragnan  Customs  Tariff. 

The  Nicaraguan  customs  tariff  provides  for  an  export' duty  of  $3 

Ser  ton  on  lumber  and  cabinet  woods,  but  this  has  oeen  sui^nded 
urjng  the  course  of  the  Euro^xian  war. 

A  resident  of  Managua  maizes  all  arrangements  for  the  ties  used 
by  the  Ferrocarril  del  Pacifico  de  Nicaragua,  and  is  the  only  person 
in  the  tie  bu.sinoss  in  western  Nicaragua.  Another  man  at  San  Juan 
del  Snr  would  he  in  n  position  to  purchase  and  ship  ties  upon  order. 
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«nd  it  is  believed  that  a  resident  of  Chinande^a  is  in  a  position  to  take 
np  such  a  proposition.  Correspondence  with  all  of  these  persons 
may  be  in  English. 

(The  names  of  the  three  persons  ineiitione*!  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Forign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  81090.] 


SOUTH  AFBICA'S  HDrEBAI  OUTPUT  FOB  HALF  TEAB. 

(British  (OoTerament)  Board  of  Trade  .TonrDal,  Oct.  12.] 

The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  at  Johannesburg  has  for- 
warded preliminary  statistics  recently  issued  by  the  South  African 
Department  of  Mines,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  production  of 
gold,  silver,  and  coal  in  the  Union  during  the  first  half  of  the  current 
year  was  as  follows,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1915  being  added 
for  purposes  of  comparison : 


Uetals  and  minerals. 

Jairaary-Juiie,  19H. 

jraouarjr-Juiw,  1916. 

Qaantity. 

Value. 

Qnantlt;. 

Value. 

Odd.. fineoarc6s.. 

4,407,776 

473.471 

8,9«I.7I4 

tgi,llS.69S 

296.  MO 

4,^68.630 

2.754.740 

4,633.30 

485.470 

4,7»i,032 

196,779.280 

811>»r do.... 

Coal .short  Mas.. 

200.295 
6,:  65, 780 
4.177,685 

Tottd 

98.985.8?5 

106.483,040 

THE  AUSTBALIAH  BLACK  OPOSSUM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 
(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Sept.  26.] 

The  Australian  black  opossum  has  been  introduced  into  New 
Zealand  with  good  results  m  the  main,  but  there  is  some  opposition 
on  the  part  of  fruit  growers,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  claime<l  they 
destroy  fruit  trees,  and  especially  the  younger  trees. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  South  Island,  the 
raising  of  these  black  opossums  has  become  quite  remunerativCj  since 
their  skins  are  sold  at  from  14s  to  21s  ($8.40  to  $5.10),  and  in  one 
wooded  district  in  the  South  Island  it  is  stated  skins  were  taken 
during  one  year  to  the  value  of  £60,000  ($291,990). 

These  animals  increase  rapidly,  and  it  is  contended  that  if  they  can 
be  confined  to  the  wooded  sections  of  the  country  there  can  be  no 
particular  objection  to  their  introduction  in  the  North  Island,  where 
the  greatest  objections  are  now  being  made. 


Brazilian-Portagneae  Steamer  Service  Sought. 

Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  reports 
that  the  Camara  Portugueza  de  Commercio  e  Industria  do  Rio  de 
Janeiro  (the  Portuguese  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Industry  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro)  has  addressed  by  cable  a  memorial,  signed  by  over  200 
prominent  importing  and  exporting  firms,  to  the  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Portugal,  the  Brazilian  ambassador  at  Lisbon,  and  the 
chambers  of  commerce  of  the  principal  Portuguese  cities,  urging  the 
establishment  of  a  Portuguese  line  of  steamers  between  Poitugnl  and 
Brazil,  utilizing  for  the  purpose  the  requisitioned  Germnn  steamers. 
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tJNITED  STATES  SHABES  IF  TBABE  OF  COOK  ISLABBS. 

[Biitisli  (GoTern'meat)  Board  of  Ttadc  Joarnal,  Oct.  12.1 

Kiom  tlie  Annual  Keport  of  the  Resident  Commissioner  at  Rara- 
tonga  it  api>ears  that  during  the  calendar  year  1915  there  was  a  fall- 
ing off  in  botli  the  import  and  the  export  trade  of  the  territory  xxoAvx 
tht'  Cook  Inlands  Administration.  Eliminating  specie,  the  decrease 
amounted  to  $121,450,  imports  having  declined  by  $93,150  and  ex- 
ports by  $:iH.300.  Of  the  imports  into  the  Cook  Islands,  -which 
totaled  $:3 19,200,  $2r)3,07o  worth  came  from  New  Zealand,  $24,850 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  $24,685  from  the  "United  States. 
Exports  from  the  Cook  Islands  amounted  to  $306,865,  of  which 
$262,400  worth  went  to  New  Zealand  and  $43,000  to  the  United 
States. 

The  pearl-shell  trade  of  the  Cook  Islands  has  been  stagnant  since 
the  ovitbreak  of  the  war.  The  output  of  copra  was  773  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  922  tons  in  1914.  The  price  of  copra  has  been  good,  but 
traders  hare  had  to  face  a  rise  in  freights,  and  there  has  also  been  a 
shortage  of  bottoms. 

As  regards  fruit,  the  banana  trade  is  steadily  declining.  In  1914 
the  Cook  Islands  exported  105,000  cases,  while  in  1915  only  61,870 
(rases  were  sent  away.  Drought  affected  the  banana  crops  to  some 
extept,  but  the  decline  is  also  due  to  the  fact  that  the  natives  are  not 
planting  as  they  did  in  former  years.  The  output  of  oranges  totaled 
98,447  cases,  as  compared  with  114,338  cases  in  1914,  but  this  class  of 
fruit  receives  no  cultivation.  The  tomato  industry  is  very  promis- 
ing; in  1914  only  1,201  boxes  of  tomatoes,  valued  at  $2,980,  were 
sliipped,  while  in  1916, 13,119  boxes,  valued  at  $28,940,  were  exported. 

The  fruit-export  industry  has  suffered  because  of  the  lack  of  means 
of  communication  with  New  2SeaIand,  which  would  enable  growers 
and  exporters  to  time  their  deliveries  at  the  wharves  to  meet  vessels. 
It  is  intended  to  surmount  this  difficulty  by  installing  a  wireless  sta- 
tion at  Raratonga  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.  ' 


BBITISH  FBOHIBinONS  OF  EZFOBTATION. 

[Cablegram  from  Anivrtcan  consul  general,  London,  Oct.  24.] 

Proclamations  prohibiting  exports  from  the  United  Eangdom  have 
been  further  amended.  The  following  headings  are  deleted:  From 
prohibitions  to  all  destinations — ^hemp  (other  than  manila  hemp), 
old  hemp  ropes,  hemp  waste;  rubber  hose  covered  with  steel  wire; 
silk  braid,  silk  cloth,  silk  thread,  suitable  for  cartridges;  silk  noils. 
From  prohibitions  to  all  non-British  destinations — chronometers; 
gloves,  made  wholly  or  partly  of  leather;  binder  and  reaper  twine; 
hemp  cloth,  hemp  cordage  and  twine  (except  cordage  or  twine  of 
manila  hemp  and  binder  or  reaper  twine) ;  hosiery;  needles;  goods 
made  wholly  or  partly  of  rubber,  gutta  percha,  and  balata  (except 
rubber  hose  covered  with  silk  wire) ;  hair  or  -wooled  sheepskins; 
broad  silks  of  all  kinds,  whether  all  silk  or  of  silk  mixed  with  other 
yarns  (except  with  artificial  silk  yani  or  metal  threads)  in  the  grey 
or  discharged,  undyed.  dyed,  or  printed,  but  unweighted;  schappe 
and  spun  yarn.s;  Sliantung  silk;  silk,  raw  or  thrown;  silk  waste. 
From  proiiibitions  to  nonnllied  European  countries — Iiemp  braid; 
nianiln  hein));  cordago  jind  twine  of  nianihi  hemp. 
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The  following  headings  are  added:  To  prohihitions  to  all  destina- 
tions—basic slag  and  superphosphates;  chronometers;  copper  wire 
and  cables  c<Hitaining  copper;  Italian,  Russian,  and  manila  hemp, 
maguey  fiber  and  manufactures  thereof;  rubber  hose,  armored  and 
reinforced  with  steel  and  iron  wire;  silk  cocoons;  raw  silk  and  all 
threads,  yams,  and  twists  thereof  (except  thrown  silk  imdyed) ;  all 
threads,  yams,  and  twist  of  tussah  silk  and  of  artificial  silk ;  silk 
waste  of  all  lands  (including  artificial  silk  waste)  and  all  threads, 
yarns,  and  twists  thereof,  including  noils  and  noil  yarns.  To  pro- 
hibitions to  all  non-British  destinations — binder  twine  (except  binder 
twine  made  of  manila  hemp) ;  needles,  hosiery  machine  (latch  and 
bearded) ;  goods  made  wliolly  or  partly  of  mbber,  gntta  percha,  or 
balata,  (except  rubber  hose,  armored  or  reinforced  with  steel  or  iron 
wire) ;  haired  or  wooled  sheepskins  and  pelts ;  tissues  and  fabrics 
of  silk  of  all  kinds  and  widths  (including  artificial  silk)  whether 
pure  or  mixed  with  other  yarns  or  materials,  in  the  gray  or  dis- 
charged, imdyed,  dyed  or  printed,  unweighted  or  weighted.  To  pro- 
hibitions to  nonallied  European  countries — agar-agar;  gloves,  wholly 
or  partly  leather;  hemp  and  manufactures  thereof  (except  binder 
twine,  Italian,  Russian  and  manila  hemp,  maguey  fiber  and  manufac- 
tures thereof);  qiullaia  bark;  made-up  articles  of  silk  or  artificial 
silk  of  all  kinds,  whether  pure  or  mixed  with  other  yarns  or  mate- 
rials; poplar  wood. 

(The  prohibition  to  nonalUetl  European  countries  should  be  stated  In  full  as 
follows:  To  all  destiuiitlons  in  foreljni  countries  In  Europe  and  on  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Black  Seas,  other  than  France  and  Frcnc-h  possessions,  Russia, 
Italy  and  Italian  possessions.  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  all  ports  in  any  such 
forel^  countries,  and  to  all  Kusstan  Baltic  ports. 

The  most  recent  announcement  in  regard  to  British  erport  embargoes  appenre<I 
111  OoMxiEBC£  Reports  for  Oct.  3.] 


STAHONEBY  AKH  ISK  IS  STBAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

(CooKOl  Ilarry  Campbell,  detailed  as  ylcc  coDRal,  RlnKapore,  Sept.  4.1 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  for  paper  at  Singapore,  especially 
for  various  grades  of  stationery.  There  has  been  a  noticeable  in- 
quiry for  onionskin  paper.  A  shortage  of  copying  and  colored  inlcs 
and  copying  pencils  is  reported  in  the  local  market. 

The  total  imports  of  stationery  into  the  Straits  Settlements  during 
1915  amounted  to  $318,456,  United  States  currency,  of  which  $165,174 
came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $8(>,350  from  other  countries  of 
Europe,  $24,779  from  Hongkong,  China,  and  Japan,  and  $11,987 
from  the  United  States. 


einCES  OF  THE  BTJBEAU  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DltTTBICT  OFnCES. 
lEW  TOBK:  Koou  409,  Ciistomlioase. 
BOSTON!  I  1801  Cutonhonie. 
CBKAOO:  S04  Federal  Bnlldlig. 
OT.LoriS:  403  Third  Nitloul  B«ak  Balldlag. 
ITLiKTi:  S21  Twl  Ottce  Bnlldlar. 
REV  OBLEi^fS:  1030  nibernU  Baak  Balldliw. 
US  FBtXasCO:  <0;  Cdtt«ailianf. 
REime:  849  Hearr  Balldlair. 


4'00PeB4TITE  OFFICES. 
CI'KVKUM):  Chamlirr  of  Comaierce. 
riNClNXATI :  Chiinlirr  of  Commerrr. 
nMiN>ATI:  «'..  ?f.  O.  It,  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AXGEl.EN :  Chimber  of  rommeree. 
PH1LAUEI,PHI\:  (  hamhrf  of  rommtTrc 
niATTANOOfit:  Koiilh  Amrrlraa   Kami.  Snalk- 

era  By.  <'•. 
POBTI.AMt.  ORKC:  Ihuiibrr  uf  4'amnrrre. 
OAVTOM:  (ireairr  n«y<<iii  A»orlallon. 
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SHOBTAOE  OF  HAinTFACTimES  DST  RVSSIA9  ITE&I  SSQIOH. 

[liritiEb  (GoTcrnment)  Board  of  Trade  Joorna),  Oct  12.] 

In  a  i-eport  dated  September  6,  the  British  consul  at  Ekaterinbxirg 
writes  that  a  dearth  of  manufactured  goods  that  formerly  were  im- 
ported is  now  being  experienced  in  his  consular  district.  Liocal  firms 
that  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  small  parcels  of  such  arti- 
cles as  steel  instruments,  tools,  files,  bolts,  rivets,  wire,  and  electrical 
fittings,  for  which  Ekaterinburg  has  always  been  a  keen  business 
center,  have  been  able  to  make  sales  at  high  prices.  New  machinery 
from  abroad  (at  any  rate  for  private  enterprises)  being  out  of  the 
«luestion,  a  lively  trade  is  being  carried  on  in  secondhand  machinery. , 
which  is  being  bought  up  all  over  the  country  and  resold  at  large 
profits.  Great  inconvenience  is  being  caused  also  by  the  shortage  of 
shoes,  clothes,  linen  and  woolen  goods,  gloves,  hats  and  haberdasnery, 
china  and  glassware,  ornaments,  stationery  and  ofiBce  supplies,  gro- 
reries,  etc. 

Some  trade  was  attempted  with  the  United  Kingdom  in  several  of 
these  classes  of  goods,  but  without  results.  Orders  have  since  been 
placed  in  the  United  States  and  Japan,  whence  goods  are  beginning 
to  arrive.  Orders  for  pharmaceutical  products  Sso  were  negotiated 
with  United  Kingdom  firms,  but  the  negotiations  were  unsuccessful, 
chiefly  on  account  of  high  prices,  and  the  orders  were  eventually 
placed  in  the  United  States.  Local  tradesmen  express  regret  that 
they  are  unable  to  do  any  business  at  present  with  Uie  United  King- 
dom ;  the  difficulty  of  exchange  and  caidi "payments  would  not  stand  in 
the  way  if  only  reasonable  delivery  could  be  guaranteed.  Local 
British  agents,  who  are  overwhelmed  with  ordras  and  inquiries  from 
the  Ural  works,  state  that  they  have  been  able  to  mark  time,  as  it 
were,  by  selling  goods  bought  in  Russia  by  their  Moscow  and  other 
buyers  in  place  of  the  goods  they  can  not  get  from  the  United  King- 
dom. They  add,  however,  that  they  can  not  keep  this  up  mudi 
longer;  that,  in  fact,  they  are  being  ousted  now  by  Swedes,  Ameri- 
cans, and  Japanese,  and  are  likely  to  lose  entirely  their  good  connec- 
tions. 

POSTAL  CHABaES  IIVCREASEB  IN  HUNGAET. 

[Consul  LouU  G.  Uroyfus,  Ir.,  Budapest,  Sept.  20.] 

In  conjunction  with  new  postal  treaties  concluded  with  Germany 
:ind  Anuria,  beginning  October  1,  191C,  the  postal  chai]||;es  in  Hun- 
gary are  increased  to  correspond  with  the  new  scale  m  Germany 
and  Austria.  Postage  on  letters  for  Hungary,  Austria,  Bosnia,  Her- 
zegovina, and  Germany,  up  to  20  grams  Is  15  fillers,  and  for  every 
additional  20  grams  5  fillers  (gram=0.035  ounce;  filler=0.2  cent). 
The  former  rate  up  to  20  grams  was  10  fillers;  for  20  to  250  grams, 
•20  fillers;  for  2.'50  to  500  grams,  30  fillers.  On  local  or  drop  letters 
the  rate  is  10  fillers  per  20  grams  and  5  fillers  for  every  additicHial  9# 
grams  instead  of  the  former  rate  of  G  fillers  up  to  20  grams,  12  fillers 
up  to  250  grams,  and  18  fillers  up  to  500  grams. 

Changre  in  Bate  for  Postal  Cards — Frinted  Katter. 

The  rate  on  postal  cards  written  on  regular  postal  forms  is  8  fillers 
each,  and  on  other  postal  cards  such  as  picture  cards  10  fill^  instead 
of  the  foimer  rate  of  5  fillers  for  all  postal  cards. 
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On  printed  mattei-  the  rate  is  fixed  at  3  fillers  per  50  gniius  instoad 
of  the  foriner  rate,  which  was:  Up  to  10  grams,  2  fillers;  from  10  to 
50 grams,  3  fillers:  from  50  to  150  grams,  5  fillers;  from  150  to  250 
grams,  10  fillers;  from  250  to  500  grams,  20  fillers;  ami  from  500  to 
1,000  grams,  30  fillers. 

The  fee  for  re^pstra^ion  on  all  letters,  whatever  their  destination, 
is  25  fillers.  This  differs  from  the  old  I'ate  in  that  it  increases  the 
registration  on  drop  letters  which  was  formerly  10  fillers. 

An  innovation  is  the  "express"  or  special  delivery  for  printed 
matter  for  an  additional  2  filMrs.  The  rate  of  postage  on  samples 
is  5  fillers  per  50  grams  instead  of  the  former  tariff,  which  was  3 
filMrs  up  to  50  grams,  10  fiU^i-s  from  50  to  250  grams,  and  20 
fillers  from  250  to  350  grams. 
Zoie  System  Abolished  ia  Parcel-Post  Kates. 

Instead  of  the  former  system  of  zones  for  the  parcel  post,  a  general 
rate  for  all  parts  of  Hungary  has  been  fixed  as  follows:  Lp  to  5 
kilos  (kilo=2.2  pounds),  70  fillers;  from  5  to  10  kilos,  1.50  crowns 
(crown=20.26  cents);  from  10  to  15  kilos,  2.50  crowns;  from  15  to 
20  kilos,  3.50  crowns;  to  Austria,  Bosnia,  and  Herzegovina,  up  to 
5  kilos,  80  fillers;  from  5  to  10  Irilos,  2  crowns;  from  10  to  15  Inlos, 
3  crowns ;  from  15  to  20  kilos,  4  crowns ;  to  Germany,  up  to  5  kilos, 
1  crown;  to  Prussia,  Schleswig,  Prussian  Saxony,  Thuringen,  Anholt, 
Baden,  Siegmaringen,  and  Bavaria,  from  5  to  10  kilos,  8  crowns; 
from  10  to  15  kilos,  6  crowns;  from  15  to  20  kilos,  7  crowns;  pack- 
ages to  other  parts  of  Germany,  from  5  to  10  kilos,  3.40  crowns; 
from  10  to  15  kilos,  6.20  crowns;  from  15  to  20  kilos,  9  crowns. 
Packages  weighing  more  than  20  kilos  are  not  accepted. 

For  money  orders  up  to  10  crowns  the  fee  is  now  15  fillers,  and 
•i  fillers  is  charged  for  every  additional  50  crowns.  The  former 
rate  was:  Up  to  20  crowns,  10  fillers;  up  to  100  crowns,  20  fillers;  up 
to  .SCO  crowns,  40  fillers;  up  to  600  crown's,  60  fillers,  and  up  to 
1,000  crowns,  100  fillers. 

Time  for  Proposals  Extended  on  West  Indies  Project. 

The  Goveriunent  of  Grenada,  British  West  Indies,  announces  that 
it  has  extended  the  time  for  tenders  for  supplying  electricity  for 
lighting  and  power  purposes  in  the  town  of  St.  Georges  to  December 
81,  1916.  The  original  announcement  regarding  this  project  was 
published  as  Trade  Opportunity  No,  22251,  in  Commerce  Reports 
lor  August  26,  1916.  It  was  stated  at  that  time  that  a  plan  of  the 
town  and  a  memorandum  of  particulars  would  be  supplied  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Grenada,  British  West  Indies,  ac- 
companied by  a  deposit  of  £2  2s.  ($10.22),  which  will  be  refunded  if 
the  plan  and  memorandum  are  returned  with  a  bona  fide  tender. 
The  change  of  time  has  been  reported  by  Consul  Andrew  J.  McCon- 
nico,  at  Trinidad. 

Result  of  Trade  Opportunities. 

Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson  reports  from  Kingstim,  Ontario,  tliat 
as  a  result  of  a  Trade  Opportunity  that  a[)])eared  in  ("<):\imekck  Re- 
ports, a  local  firm  gave  an  ordor  for  harnxmicus  in  New  York  (?ity. 
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TBADE  Airo  INDTJSTBIAL  IIElliS  FfiOK  NOBWAT. 

[Consul  General  E.  Ilaldeman  Dennlson,  Cliristlanta,  Oct.  4.] 
Vtw  Electrical  Power  Station — Hydroelectric  Works. 

The  Norwegian  Stadsraad  has  announced  its  approval  of  the 
scheme  of  the  communal  authorities  at  Gjerstad  to  raise  a  loan  of 
$8,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  waterfall  as  a  beginning  of  the  work  of 
construction  of  the  projected  communal  electric  power  station  and 
electric  light  and  power  installation. 

The  communal  administrations  of  Jevnaker,  Lunner,  Gran,  and 
Grandbu  have  decided  to  raise  a  loan  of  $134,000,  under  the  common 
guarantee  of  the  several  communes  in  order  to  etilarge  the  Hadeland 
electric  station. 

The  Bremanger  Power  Co.  has  decided  to  exploit  the  Svelvasdrag 
falls  at  Bremanger,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of  21,000  turbine 
horsepower.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  factory  for  the  manuf actiue  of 
carbide  and  cyanamide,  jvith  a  production  of  30,000  tons  of  carbide 
per  annum,  one-third  of  which  will  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cyanamide.  The  company  may  also  decide  to  manufacture  ferro- 
silicon. 
Bise  in  Price  of  BnUdlngr  Katerial — Beeord  Onstoms  Becelpts. 

The  prices  for  all  building  materpils  have  risen  to  such  an  ex- 
tent— ^bricks,'  for  instance,  100  per  cent;  lime,  50'  pet  cent;  and 
cement,  about  33  per  cent — that  the  fixing  of  maximum  prices  is 
being  urgently  advocated. 

The  great  prosperity  existing  in  Norway  at  present  is  reflected 
in  the  increased  revenues  of  th  customs  department,  which  for  the 
12  months  ended  September  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $16,937,600,  as 
compared' with  $16,597,600  for  the  12  months  ended  September  30, 
1915.  The  period  showing  the  greatest  increase  was  the  last  three 
months,  Jvdy  to  September,  when  the  receipts  amounted  to  $4,696,- 
700,  as  compared  with  $3,449,428  in  the  same  three  months  of  1915. 
new  Electric- Chemical  Worki — Bleotrloal  Automobile  Vaetory. 

A  French- American  syndicate  is  about  to  start  a  large  electro- 
chemical worlcs  in  Norway,  in  the  Telemarken  district.  It  is  stated 
that  about  100,000  horsepower  will  be  needed  and  that  the  requisite 

?iOwer  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Maar  Falls  in  Tinn.    When  these 
alls  are  fully  developed  an  aggregate  of  as  much  as  180,000  horse- 
power is  anticipated. 

It  is  reported  that  in  the  near  future  a  company  will  be  started  in 
Christiania  for  the  construction  of  electrical  automobiles.  These 
automobiles  will  find  a  great  field  along  the  routes  of  the  western 
coast  where  electric  power  is  easily  available.  The  tourist  travel 
in  that  section  of  the  coimtry  has  developed  so  rapidly  that  prepa- 
rations must  be  made  for  an  increased  service  to  handle  it  properly. 
It  is  thought  that  the  introduction  of  cars  propelled  electrically  is 
practical  and  of  the  greatest  economic  importance, 
new  Tannlntr  Factory. 

Subscriptions  have  been  obtained  in  Bergen  for  a  new  industrial 
establishment  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  tanning  extracts, 
under  the  name  of  Den  Xorske  Garveextraktfabrik,  with  it  capital 
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of  between  $200,000  and  $400,000.     The  new  company  will  be  lo- 
cated near  Bergen  and  expects  to  begin  operations  in  about  a  year. 

Eleetriileatioii  of  Srammen  Kailway. 

In  connection  with  the  electrification  of  the  state  railway  running 
from  Christiania  to  Dranunen,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  erect  its  own  power  station  at  some  waterfalls  acquired 
about  two  years  ago.  The  estimated  cost  for  the  installation  of  the  • 
motive  power  is  $1,100,000  for  the  powerhouse  at  Hakavilt,  $1,200,000 
for  rolling  stock,  and  $670,000  for  installation  and  transmission  of 
currency,  a  total  of  $2,970,000.  Detailed  plans  are  nearly  finished 
and  the  field  work  will  commence  at  once.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
Hakavik  power  station  will  develop  17,200  horsepower,  but  at  the 
beginning  it  is  intended  to  install  only  three  sets  or  4,500  horsepower 
ea3».  The  question  of  electrifying  other  Government  roads  is  also 
being  discussed,  but  nothing  definite  will  be  done  probably  until  the 
completion  of  the  Dramraen  railway. 
JloTwtglAn  Coal  Com1>lne. 

A  joint  stock  company  has  recently  been  formed  in  Norway  with 
a  capital  of  between  3  and  5^  million  crowns.  The  promoters  have 
boudit  for  3,000,000  crowns  the  property  of  the  Advent  Bay  Coal- 
field Co.  on  Spitzbergen,  which  is  estimated  to  contain  400,000,000 
tans  of  coal  and  also  the  coal  fields  of  the  Svalbard  Co.  at  Green 
Harbor,  which  are  estimated  to  contain  200,000,000  tons  of  coal. 
The  yearly  production  of  both  coal  fields  is  estimated  at  200,000  tons. 

IcelasA  Serring — Commercial  OrKanlzatlon. 

The  Stavanger  "Aftenblad  "  announces  that  an  sigreement  has  been 
reached  between  Norway  and  Great  Britain  regarding  the  purchase 
by  England  of  Iceland  "herrings.  Prices  for  the  sale  of  herrings  to 
England  will  in  future  be  fixed  by  the  British  and  Norwegian  Gov- 
ernments jointly. 

Delegates  from  the  leading  Swedish  and  Danish  commercial  organ- 
izations recently  met  in  Christiania  at  the  invitation  of  the  Nor- 
wegian commercial  organizations.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
discuss  a  plan  for  the  establishing  of  joint  Scandinavian  commercial 
organization.  It  is  understood  that  the  plan  has  been  agreed  upon 
and  the  statutes  draftetl.  It  will  be  submitted  to  the  respective  na- 
tional organizations  for  approval  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  pro|>osed 
Scandinavian  organization  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact. 

Kegnlatloa  of  Food  Supplies. 

The  methods  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Norwegian  (iovetniuent 
for  the  regulation  of  food  supplies  not  having  proved  entirely  satis- 
factory, a  board  of  control,  consisting  of  15  members,  has  now  Iwer 
established  to  replace  the  food  commission  created  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  The  continual  rise  in  the  cost  of  most  articles  of  consump- 
tion is  becoming  a  serious  matter,  although  the  country  is  very  piop- 
perous.  According  to  official  stati.stics,  the  prices  of  food  and  otiier 
necessities  have  risen  much  higher  in  Norway  than  in  the  other  two 
Scandinavian  countries,  and  even  iiigher  thsin  in  some  of  the  coun- 
tries at  war. 
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EFFECT  OF  BISE  OF  CHILEAN  EXCHANGE. 

[Cousul  (jeneral  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso, 'Sept.  26.1 

The  value  of  the  Chilean  peso  in  exchange  was  quoted  yesterday 
(Sept.  25)  as  10 J |  pence,  equal  to  21.7  cents  United  States  cur- 
rency. At  the  end  of  June,  1916,  the  value  of  the  peso  was  9/3  pence 
(18.7  cents),  and  at  the  end  of  June,  1915,  7§i  pence  (16.1  cents). 

The  rise,  counting  from  the  end  of  June  of  this  year,  has  been 
steady,  with  the  rate  of  advance  accelerated  during  the  present 
month.  General  exchange-market  predictions  are  that  the  value  of 
the  peso  may  reach  12  pence  (24.3  cents)  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  that  it  may  drop  back  to  10  pence  or  lower  shortly  thereaftei^— 
future  exchange  conditions  being  considered  highly  speculative,  since 
tliey  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  conditions  outside  the  country,  such 
as  the  foreign  demand  for  nitrate  and  the  export  price  of  copper. 

The  explanation  generally  given^  for  the  present  advance  in  the 
value  of  the  peso  is  that  the  value  of  the  Chilean  exports  has  far 
outrun  the  value  of  the  country's  imports,  with  the  results  that  there 
is  an  over-supply  of  foreign  credits  and  only  a  light  demand  for 
foreign  bills  01  exchange. 

Atfeots  Profits  and  the  Cast  of  Prodnotion. 

This  rise  in  exchange,  while  it  is  undoubtedly  profitable  for  many 
industries,  adversely  affects  others.  Importing  interests  which  have 
bought  their  present  stocks  on  the  basis  of  a  lower  exchange  should 
be  marketing  them  now  at  a  decided  advantage,  but  retail  buyers 
insistingly  demand  reductions  in  currency  prices  on  goods  commen- 
surate with  the  increased  value  of  the  peso.  Furthermore,  these  im- 
porting houses  have  sold  the  various  retailers  the  stocks  at  present 
neld  by  the  latter  on  current  accomit  or  on  credit  terms  of  thi-ee 
to  six  months. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  retailers  now  have  to  pay  at  an  ad- 
vanced rate  of  exchange  for  stocks  purchased  three  months  ago, 
and  that  general  buying  from  the  retailer — who  can  not  afford  to 
i-educe  his  prices — has  fallen  off  because  of  the  high  value  of  the 
peso,  it  is  probable  that  the  importing  houses  will  have  to  carry  a 
large  number  of  these  accounts  until  exchange  has  dropped  to  a 
more  normal  level. 

The  exporter  also  is  affected  as  he  is  receiving  a  decreasing  num- 
bei"  of  pesos  on  his  foreign  drafts. 

The  cost  of  production  in  all  industries  has  naturally  increased 
with  the  increased  value  of  the  peso,  as  all  labor  accounts  and  prac- 
tically all  domestic  material  accounts  are  payable  in  currency. 

Kakes  the  Cost  of  Living  Higher. 

The  co.st  of  living  has  increased  in  proportion  as  the  peso  has  ad- 
vanced in  value  because  since  the  peso  is  subject  to  rapid  and  unfor- 
seeable  variation  in  value,  there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  prices 
of  articles  for  the  consumer,  house  rent,  etc.  On  the  contrary,  these 
have  increased  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war. 

This  has  cicated  a  particularly  difficult  position  for  all  emplOTcee 
in  tliis  country  on  a  gold  salary. .  For  example,  a  man  in  Chito 
on  a  salary  sot  in  United  States  currency  at  the  end  of  June,  1911, 
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could  exchange  his  salary  for  pesos  at  the  rate  of  C>.29  pesos  to  the 
dollar.  At  present  he  would  reoeive  in  exchange  only  4.68  pesos  for 
a  doiiatr,  witii  the  number  of  pesos  to  be  expended  in  general  living 
expenses  remaining  the  same.  In  other  words  his  salary,  in  so  far  as 
bfihas  to  spend  it  within  the  country,  has  been  reduced  by  something 
o\ct  25  per  cent. 

ADOFTIOV  OF  STANDABD  TIME  IH  OBEECE. 

(Consul  General  Alexander  W.  WcdUell,  Atbcn!>,  Sept.  29. 1 

Altliough  there  has  not  yet  been  any  agitation  in  Greece  for  day- 
light saving  such  as  has  been  practiced  in  several  European  countries 
daring  the  last  six  months,  the  Hellenic  Kingdom  has  carried  out  on 
its  own  account  a  reform  that  has  had  most  salutary  effects. 

On  July  28, 1916j  all  clocks  ip  the  country  were  set  forward  25  to 
30  minutes,  depending  upon  the  difference  between  mean  local  time 
and  astronomically  correct  time  at  Athens.  This  procedure,  in  addi- 
tion to  effecting  »  daylight  saving  of  some  half  hour,  has  had  the 
result,  even  more  important,  of  bringing  Greece  within  the  zone  of 
eastern  European  time.  With  the  cranpletion  of  the  junction  line 
that  will  make  possible  direct  railway  communication  between  Athens 
and  the  othjU"  capitals  of  Europe,  the  time  question  assumed  great  im- 
portance. It  is  noW'  thou^t  to  be  satisfactorily  settled.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  longitude  of  Athens  and  of  Greenwich  is  23*  31', 
51";  aooording  to  the  National  Observatory  at  Athens,  the  actual 
time  difference  is  1  hour,  84  minutes,  51  seconds. 


kuvnrnAV  COKSULAB  OVFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  Ajnerican  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or»mizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jarisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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SfWir.  Hfnnan  1/ 

Winslow,  Edward  D 

Mainii,  Hanry  H 

WttiiB,JoliaJ.C 

SS^.'Tlbatl 

Wfett,  Oebhaid. 

S™n,  Alexander  W. 
Hauoo.OaorgeC 


St.  Gall,  Switzerland.. 
SerDle.Bpalo 


Port    Limoa,    Costa 

Btai. 
Calnry,  Alberta,  ean- 

aoa. 
Oaorgetown,  Goiana. . 
Montevideo,  Vruguajr. 


Copenliageo,  Deomarlc 

Hamburg,  Germany . 
8t.  Ftan,  Uiquelon. . 


BtneTer,  Germany . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Atbens,  Greece 

Swatow,  Cblna 


Expira- 
tion d 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  25 
Nov.  IS 


Dec.   M 
Dec.     1 


Dec.  11 

Dec.     1 
Dec.  25 


..do... 
..do... 
Dec.  30 
..do.... 


Address. 


Department  o(  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  Office,  Borean  of  FwtAni 
and  Domsttio  Conunaroe,  Boom  *S», 
CostomhoosB,  New  York  City,  Nov. 

31  Bruce  .\ venue,  Yoakers,  N.  Y. 

Saugerllcs,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

D^artmeot  o(  State,  Waahington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  OfSce,  Bureau  ot  Foreign 

and  Donnttle  Commerce,  Boom  Wt, 

Customhouse,  New  Yorlc  City,  Oct.  22- 

Nov.  1. 
c/o  District  OlBoe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  DomestiD  Commerce,  S04  Fedend 

Building,  Chicago,  lU. 
Kniclcerboclcer  Hotel,  Forty-secoml 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  c;tv. 
127'  West  Ormsby  Avenue,  Ix>uisvUle, 

Ky.,  unta  Nov.  10. 
Department  ot  State,  Washington,  n.  C 
Do. 
Do. 
129  ICabi  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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CBOF  COHSmOHS  IN  THE  HETHEBIAHDS. 

(CoosDl  General  S.  Listoe.  Botterdam,  Oct  2.] 

From  reports  on  crop  conditions  received  by  the  Netherlands  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  it  appears  that  the  temperature  during  Sep- 
tember was  generally  below  normal,  and  after  the  14th  of  the  month 
was  far  below  normal.  The  heavy  rains  in  August  caused  consid- 
erable damage  to  the  crops;  quality  and  c|uantitv  have  both  suffered. 
The  han'esting  met  with  serious  difficulties,  and  in  many  places  the 
wheat  and  oats  crops  were  not  in  at  the  time  the  Septemoer  report 
was  compiled.  The  late  harvesting  caused  an  accumulation  of  field 
work,  which  in  its  turn  led  to  a  shortage  of  labor.  As  a  result,  the 
soil  did  not  receive  the  customary  attention,  which  may  affect  next 
year's  crops  to  some  degree. 

Expressed  in  figures,  the  condition  of  the  different  crops  in 
August  and  September  may  be  stated  as : 


Crop. 

Aogost. 

September. 

Crop. 

Augost. 

SoptfloitMr. 

'WTimt              

62.2 
71.6 
77.$ 
60.0 
«2.8 
88.7 

6I.S 
71.2 
6S.8 
67.0 
61.5 
61.1 

Peas 

62.1 
66.0 
<1.« 
•    60.8 
84.8 
«6.6 

68l4 

Oats 

Potatoes  (or  oonsamptloii. 
Potatoes  ror  factor;  use .. 
Sugar  beets 

B.i 

VLI 

Poppy  9e<eKi. .'........ 

60.3 

UiuUrd  seed 

Beets  for  cattle 

66  1 

])Mn*f,  brftwn   

Onions.. , 

G0.0 

Taking  100  for  excellent,  90  for  very  good,  70  for  good,  CO  for 
fairly  good,  50  for  middling,  40  for  rather  poor,  30  for  poor,  and  10 
for  failure,  a  normal  crop  is  expressed  by  67. 

[A  detailed  review  of  crop  conditions  In  the  Netherlands  up  to  July  appeared 
In  0>MMKiicB  Repobts  for  Sept  7,  1916.] 


DISIBES  MABKET  FOB  FERTTVIAN  FLAXSEED. 

A  Belgian  specialist  in  the  flax  trade  who  is  now  in  business  at 
Lima,  Peru,  ejyjresses  the  opinion  in  a  statement  to  Consul  General 
iWilliam  W.  Handley  at  Calhio-Lima,  that  certain  portions  of  the 
northern  coast  lands  of  Peru  are  suitable  for  the  raising  of  large 

Juantitics  of  flax  under  most  favorable  conditions.  He  points  to  the 
act  that  the  development  of  the  plant  in  that  region  could  be  regu- 
lated by  irrigation.  He  already  has  5  tons  of  the  seed  which  he 
ofl'ers  to  purchasers  in  the  United  States.  If  prices  are  satisfactory 
he  is  prepared  to  produce  larger  and  regular  quantities.  He  suggests 
that  those  who  are  interested  should  communicate  directly  with  him 
by  cable,  stating  offer,  and  price  c.  i.  f.  American  port,  with  terms  of 
payment.  In  the  event  of  a  sale,  he  states  that  an  advance  of  perhaps 
70  to  7.5  per  cent  against  delivery  of  documents  would  be  desired, 
credit  being  opened  by  cable. 

The  flii.x  specialist,  in  his  communication  to  the  consul  general,  also 
cxpi"es.ses  a  desire  to  receive  catalogues  from  American  makers  of 
fla.\-K(nitching  iiiai-hinery. 

The  nanu'  of  the  speciali.st  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  ami  !)<  inostic  Coirinierce.  its  district  or  cooperative  oflSce& 
A  s»\nii)le  (if  tl»e  ilaxseed  iiiav  also  l)e  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or 
distrirt  oHiccs.     Refer  to  file  No.  81->02. 
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THE  SCOTCH  FISHIHO  mDITSTRY. 

[Consul  Rafna  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  Oct  9.] 

The  report  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  for  1915,  just  issued,  gives 
the  total  sea  fish  of  all  kinds  landed  within  the  year  as  2,319,390 
hundredweight  (of  112  pounds),  valued  at  $10,265,711).  This  was  a 
decrease  in  value  of  $5,348,629  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year 
and  in  quantity  of  5,120,931  hundredwei^t.  The  result  was  obtained 
by  4,653  fishing  vessels  maimed  by  crews  numbering  15,244. 
■«tor  Fishing:  Boats. 

A  noteworthy  development  in  the  fishing  industry  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  motor  boats  from  694  in  1914  to  811  last  year. 
Motor  engines  were  instaUed  in  the  smaller  boats — ^principally  18  to 
45  feet  keel — engaged  in  the  inshore  fisheries.    The  board  says : 

The  circumstances  which  prevented  any  substantial  development  of  the  stenm 
flAing  fleet  did  not  operate  to  the  same  extent  in  the  case  of  motor  boats,  and 
in  some  respects  gave  an  impetus  to  the  Installation  of  motor  power.  Substan- 
tial as  is  the  increase  reported  it  would  doubtless  have  been  much  greater  but 
for  the  difiSculty  experienced  by  the  makers  in  supplying  and  installing  engines. 

A  considerable  number  of  engines  are  in  use  in  the  insliore  fishing 
craft  For  several  ^ears  the  motor  boat  has  been  gaining  favor  for 
inshore  work,  and  it  is  deemed  probable  that  sailing  craft,  now 
numbering  3,571  (two-thirds  of  these  being  under  18  feet  keel)  will 
be  rapidly  superseded  by  motor  boats,  which  have  proved  much 
superior  to  sailing  vessels,  especi^ly  in  rough  weather.  The  earn- 
ings of  motor  craft  exceed  those  of  sailing  vessels  by  20  per  cent  in 
many  fishing  grounds  and  by  fully  100  per  cent  in  some  sections  of 
the  coast  waters. 

Last  year  the  percentage  of  the  total  catch  of  heri-ings  by  each  of 
the  three  classes  "of  boats  was — steam  vessels  47  per  cent,  motor 
vessels  31  per  cent,  and  sailing  vessels  22  per  cent. 


chueah  loan  floated  in  hew  tork. 

(Special  Agent  Frederic  M.  Halsey,  Oct.  14.] 

Negotiations  have  been  closed  by  the  Guaranty  Trust  Co.,  of  New 
York,  to  purchase  from  the  Watei-  Co.  (or  Water  Board),  of  Val- 
paraiso, Chile,  $471,000  6  per  emt  bonds,  redeemable  in  1939  or 
earlier  from  the  operations  of  an  annual  sinking  fund.  Tlie  loan  is 
offered  here  on  an  average  of  6.30  per  cent  basis.  The  bonds  are 
nncMiditionally  guaranteed  as  to  principal  and  interest  by  the  Re- 

Snbfic  of  Chile.    Tlie  proceeds  will  be  used  to  enlarge  and  further 
evelop  the  waterworks. 

Practically  the  entire  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Valparaiso,  popu- 
lation 190,000,  is  served  by  the  company  wliich  issues  these  bonds. 
The  company  is  administered  by  a  board  of  directors  consisting  of 
(1)  the  governor  of  tlie  province,  (2)  three  citizens  of  Valparaiso 
wlio  were  appointed  io  onice  by  the  National  Government,  and  (3) 
anotlffir  director  appointed  by  the  municipality  itself. 

In  1912  £250,000  5^  per  cent  bonds  of  tliis  enterj>riHe  >vci'e  sold  in 
London  at  99.  The  water  supply  of  the  city  was  formerly  controlled 
by  the  municipality,  but  may  now  be  said  to  be  a  fiscal  undertaking 
of  the  Government. 
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IHTEBEST  in  ISDTTSTBIAI  EDTJCATIOH  IN  NEW  ZEAIAHD. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Win$low,  AackUnd,  Sept.  28.] 

The  new  Council  of  Education  in  New  Zealand  is  seriously  con- 
sidering the  question  of  a  more  thorough  study  of  industrial  science 
in  this  country,  and  the  press  of  this  Dominion  is  urging  closer  atten- 
tion to  the  .scientific  handling  of  business,  industry,  and  conunerce. 

The  Council  of  Education  proposes  to  arrange  the  following  elec- 
tive courses  for  the  more  advanced  pupils  in  the  public  schools: 
^1)  A  general  secondai"y  course,  with  some  de^-ee  of  option 
(3-5  years) :  (2)  a  vocational  course  in  agriculture  (3  years) ;  (3)  a 
vocational  course  in  home  science,  for  girls  (3  yeare) ;  (4)  a  voca- 
tional course  in  commerce  (3  years) ;  (5)  a  mechanical  course  cover- 
ing engineering  and  kindred  branches. 
Special  Need  of  IraUied  Ken  in  Business — Foreigrn  Teachers. 

The  effe<'t  of  thorough  organization  and  scientific  training  has 
been  brought  forcibly  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  there  is  a  determination  to  meet  the 
emergency  if  possible.  There  is  an  awakening  not  only  on  the  part 
of  the  leaders  of  the  country  but  among  many  of  the  working  classes, 
and  great  interest  is  taken  in  educational  and  scientific  publications. 

In  this  connection  there  seems  to  be  fear  that  there  will  be  a 
dearth  of  professors  and  teachers  qualified  to  provide  the  necessary 
instruction  in  the  lines  mentioned.  It  seems  that,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  instructors  will  have  to  be  obtained  from  abroad,  and  in  discus- 
sions in  the  press  reference  is  often  made  to  the  work  of  the  sci«i- 
tifip  and  industrial  schools  in  the  United  States.  ' 


INCREASED  IMPOSTS  INTO  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

IVice  Consul  John  W.  Dy«,  Cape  Town,  Sept  14.) 

There  was  a  lt»,rge  increase  in  the  value  of  the  imports  into  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  through  the  various  channels  during  August, 
1916,  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1915,  as  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing table: 


Ports. 

IMS 

t2.4A8.«eg 

2.326  S7I 
1. 4*9.903 
4,2«,fi56 

191« 

Ports. 

191S 

>1,18S.438 
128,8$; 

me 

I3.257.9S2 
4.809.236 
l.fi4«.089 
7.202.970 

Ivoorenoo  Harqnes 

otter  ports  and  stations. 

Total 

1988.  S37 

Port  EliiabeUi 

111.214 

Durban 

11.847,022 

18  015,978 

NEW  BRUNSWICK'S  WOLFRAM  MINE. 

(Consul  E.  Vcrno  Klcliardson,  Moneton,  Now  Brunswick,  Canada,  Oct.  10.1 

On  Monday  of  the  current  week  the  mill  which  has  been  erected 
near  the  Miramichi  River,  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  to  treat  wol- 
fram ore,  experimentally  mined  there  for  some  time  past,  was  for- 
mally started,  with  enough  ore  in  sight  to  keep  the  plant  busy  night 
and  day  for  1*2  months.  The  promoters  of  the  undertaking  announce 
theni.selves  well  sati.sfied  with  results  as  so  far  achieved. 

(,\ii  oarllor  r»>iwri  on  wolfram  In  New  Brunswick  appenrwl  In  Commerce  JUt- 

i>oRTs  of  sopi.  II'.  lino.) 
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OPENING  FOB  THUASHTNQ  HACHINEBY  IN  MANCHURIA. 

Uotrn  R.  Arnold,  is  cliirge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  China,  Aug.  2.] 

A  section  of  the  1915  report  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  re- 
cently issued,  contains  the  following  passage,  which  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery : 

Fanners  should  contrive  better  means  for  threshing,  and  if  only  some  cheap 
and  suitable  machines  could  be  introduced  and  worked  by  pony  or  even  donkey 
power,  it  Is  prett>-  sure  they  would  prove  a  success.  The  firm  introducing  such 
madiines  would  need  to  work  methodically,  giving  a  few  machines  free  to  start 
with,  and  sending  men  to  teach  their  use.  Once  the  right  Itlnd  were  started 
tbey  would  probably  sell  by  the  thousand.  Labor  is  dear,  and  It  has  been  almost 
Impossible  of  iate  years  to  get  threshing  floors  into  good  condition.  In  former 
days,  If  farmers  could  send  their  produce  to  Newchwang  by  the  time  the  roads 
broke  up  nothing  else  mattered.  In  the  present  day  the  farmers  do  not  have  all 
tbe  winter  to  tbinb  over  things.  There  is  a  rush  of  buyers,  and  the  earlier  the 
grain  is  on  tbe  market  the  better. 

The  section  to  which  reference  is  made  in  this  quotation  is  central 
and  southern  Manchnria.  Japanese  interests  there  are  very  strong, 
and  conditions  are  not  favorable  to  imports  of  any  classes  of  Ameri- 
can or  European  goods  in  which  the  Japanese  are  able  to  compete 
strongly.  In  the  case  of  agricultural  machinery,  however,  the  cir- 
csmstonces  are  exceptional,  for,  aside  from  tlie  fact  that  Japan  is 
not  a  strong  competitor  in  heavy  iron  and  steel  products  in  any  case, 
agriculturaT  machinery  is  scarcely  used  at  all  in  Japan  itself,  and 
tnere  is  consequently  little  incentive  for  its  manufacture.  American 
exporters  who  may  oe  interested  would  do  well,  however,  to  look  the 
field  over  carefully  and  to  communicate  with  the  consuls  at  Dairen 
and  Mukden. 


SWISS  WATCH  EXFOET  TBADE  IHPBOVES. 

■    [Consul  Walter  B.  Schulz,  Berne,  Oct.  7.1 

The  Swiss  watch  exports  for  the  first  half  of  1916,  as  officially 
announced,  show  continued  improvement  and  a  return  to  normal 
conditions.  The  figures  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914,  1915,  and 
1916  follow: 


Watches  and  parts. 


m« 


1915 


1»14 


WatobtK  Nitmber.  JVbmfcr.  Number. 

Ottnsemetals S,U4,6S1  3,717,72S  S,663,23S 

Otsaver ^ 1,686,«1  1,029,021  I,S09,613 

OtpM. 382,333  184,995  4S6,;38 

Otlier 259,498  107,887  109,467 

Cbniiograpbs 11,480  6,713  12,334 

MavMBntS,  flnislMd 982,790  532,509  689,2» 

Pouttdt.  PauiUi.  Pmmit. 

PstedratdMS 159,135  145,493  198,655 

CHE8HIBE  SALT  EXPORTS. 

[Consul  Horace  JMe  Washington,  T.irerpool,  Bngland,  Oct.  10.1 

The  foreign  shipments  of  Cheshire  salt  from  the  Liverpool  district 
during  September,  1916,  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  Salt 
Union,  Limited,  were  29544  tons,  as  compared  with  42,992  tons  in 
September  last  year,  48,574  tons  in  1914,  and  34,705  tons  in  191:'.. 
For  the  first  nine  months  of  191G  the  foreign  shipments  were  243,615 
toos,  as  compared  with  306,080  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
hst  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


884 


COMHEBCB  BBPOBTS. 


FOBEIGB  TBABE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Ueserved  addresses  may  he  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  dtstrlet  ofllees.    Reqneat 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atatr  opnartanity  number. 

The  Bnreau  tlops  not  furnish  cn-dit  ratinus  or  niMiume  reRponHlblllty  as  to  the  stimdlng 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precantlons  should  be  taken  In  all  rases.  Synibola: 
*  Reported  by  American  coniiulnr  officers ;  +  reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Boreao. 


Ageaey,  commission 22822 

Apples 2?82<> 

Bam.  rods,  etc 22S2S 

Beads 22818 

Buttons,    pearl 22816 

Canned  goods 22820 

Cigar  sundries 22827 

Corn 22824 

Cotton,    raw 2282:j 

Cottonseed    oil 22820 

Dry  goods 22820 

Eggs 22820 

Riectrlcol  supplies 2282.1 

Flannels 22818 

Fruits,  preserved 22815 

Grain 22824 


Hay 22824 

nolsts,    frtction-dnim 228iS 

Lanterns : 22818 

Lard 22815 

Machinery 2282S.  22826 

Machinery,  electric  wire 22817 

Meats,  cured 22819 

Novelties 22828 

Oats— 22824 

IMpps  and  flttiogs 23826 

Potatoes 22820 

Provisions 22815, 22880 

Rice 22820 

Sugar 22820 

Vegetables,  dried 22820 

Yarns,  cotton 22821 


22815,* — A  business  man  In  Swltzerlnud  is  desirous  of  representlnj?  American 
exjwrters  of  provisions  and  food  products  of  all  kinds,  includiiifc  cured 
meats  and  lard,  preserved  fruits,  etc.  References.  Correspondence  In 
French. 

22S16.* — A  man  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  communicate  with  manu- 
facturers of  dyed  fresh  water  pearl  buttons,  similar  to  samples  which 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  oflSces.  (Befer  to  flic  No. 
81179.)     Reference. 

22817.t — ^A  manufacturer  of  wire  goods  in  Spain  aslis  for  the  names  of  sev«^ 
manufacturers  of  machines  for  making  electric  wire. 

22818.* — A  firm  of  wholesale  merchants  In  East  Africa  desires  catalogues  witli 
prices,  etc.,  of  medium  and  cheap  grades  of  beads,  flannels,  lanterns,  ete 

22819.t — An  engineer  in  Russia  desires  to  receive  printed  matter,  prices,  etc., 
on  friction-drum  hoists. 

22820.* — An  established  firm  in  Argentina  is  desirous  of  representing  American 
exporters  of  cottonseed  oil.  sugar,  apples,  potatoes,  eggs,  rice,  dried  vp|?e- 
tables,  cannetl  goods,  and  other  provisions.  Correspondence  In  English. 
References. 

22821.t— A  flrm  in  India  is  in  the  market  for  2/308  and  2/40s  cotton  yarns  in 
blue,  black,  red,  green,  and  other  colors.    Samples  are  desired. 

22822.* — A  firm  in  Central  America  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations 
witli  American  import  and  export  houses.  No  particular  lines  are  specified. 
References.    Correspondence  in  English. 

22823  * — A  business  man  in  Norway  desires  to  represent  American  eacporters 
of  raw  cotton.    Correspondence  in  Englisli.    References. 

22824.* — ^A  man  in  the  West  Indies  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of 
hay,  oats,  corn,  etc.    References. 

22825.* — A  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  niann- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  electrical  supplies,  machinery,  and  Installations, 
metal  pipes  and  fittings,  rods,  bars,  and  sheets. 

22826.* — A  business  man  in  Chile  desires  to  represent  American  mnnufncturcrs 
of  dry  goods,  novelties,  and  machinery.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  desired. 
Reference.    Correspondence  in  English. 

22827.* — A  firm  of  wholesale  wine  merchants  in  the  Far  Eiast.  proprietors  of  a 
brand  of  cigars,  desires  to  receive  catalogues  of  cigar  sundries. 
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FBENCH  EZPOBT  PBOHIBITIOHS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Oct.  27.1 

A  decree  of  October  2G  proliibits  export  and  transit,  etc..  from  to- 
day of  the  following  articles:  Formic  acid;  oxalic  acid;  albumen; 
matches;  amomum  and  cardamom;  benzol  and  ethyl  benzoate;  lime 
borate;  silica  bricks;  bnishware;  coffee  substitutes;  cassia  lignea; 
deeras;  chicory,  roasted  or  gi'ound:  chlorine  compounds;  carbon 
diloride;  colchicum  and  its  preparations;  dextrin;  brandies  and 
liqueurs;  fertilizers  of  all  kinds;  tinctorial  extracts ;  dried  figs;  fabrics 
of  vegetable  fibers ;  table  fruits,  fresh,  dried,  candied,  or  preserved ; 
game;  gluten  bread;  volatile  oils  and  essences;  mace;  honey;  nut- 
megs; mats  of  straw  and  vegetable  fiber;  iron  or  ordinary  steel  cut- 
ting tools;  tools  and  their  detached  parts,  machine  parts,  and  otlier 
articles  of  special  steel  except  tools  for  dockmakers;  paraffin  paper: 
larings  of  hides;  un worked  rabbit  skins;  ornamental  wings  with 
fathers  on;  feathers  of  poultry;  feather  and  down  waste;  radium 
salts;  sauces  and  condiments;  products  containing  turpentine  essence; 
carbon  tetrachloride;  vanilla;  waterproof  garments.  The  decree 
is  subject  to  the  usual  exceptions. 


I 


SCHOOL  OF  ABTS  AST}  HANDICBAFTS  IS  VENICE. 

(Consul  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  jr.,  Vcnlw,  Italy,  Oct.  4.1 

The  Comitato  Cittadino  di  Assistenza  e  di  Difesa  Civile  in  Venice 
plans  the  opening  of  a  technical  school  of  arts  and  handicrafts  for 
boys.  This  school  will  be  called  after  "Brandolin  Brandolini 
d'Adda." 

All  possible  information  on  manual  and  technical  training  is  de- 
sired, and  it  is  requested  that  such  schools  in  the  United  States  send, 
care  of  this  consulate,  their  catalogues  and  any  printed  information 
that  would  be  of  value  to  the  projectors  of  this  school,  and  that  it  be 
placed  on  the  permanent  mailing  lists  of  such  institutions.  The 
opening  of  such  a  school  may  lead  to  important  trade  opportunities. 
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AUSTEAIIAN  HABKETS  FOB  AMEBICAH  HABDWABE. 

The  Australian  demand  for  high-grade  hardware  favors  the  sale 
of  Aiiieiic-an  products  of  that  class,  according  to  a  report  prepared 
by  C'otniiiercial  Attache  William  C  Downs,  and  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  writer  lays  par- 
ticular stress  upon  the  size  of  the  hardware  market  in  Australia,  in 
jjroportion  to  the  population,  and  upon  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the 
few  markets  in  the  world  where  liardware  other  than  Englisli  and 
Anterican  has  never  been  an  important  factor. 

Mr.  Downs  states  that  Japanese  rivalry  has  developed  during  the 
present  war.    In  explanation  of  the  present  conditions  he  says: 

Till-  «»x<'lusioii  of  many  makes  of  Euroiteau  gootls  from  tUe  Australian  markete 
and  other  eJi-stei-n  countries  has  stimalated  the  Japanese  to  great  activity  in  an 
entleuror  to  capture  the  trade  thus  tlirown  open.  Whether  it  will  he  able  to 
develop  its  production  ot  tools  and  geueral  hardware  of  the  cheaper  cla»es  to 
a  iK)int  that  will  satisfy  the  Britisli  tastes  and  requirements  of  Australia 
remains  to  be  seen,  but  it  Is  to  be  espected  that  a  certain  amount  of  trade  will 
K<>  to  .Taimii.  While  this  new  competition  may  not  seriously  affect  American 
tra«l*>  in  articles  already, well  introduced,  it  may  tend  to  limit  expaiusion  in  the 
sale  of  lines  of  goods  not  largely  exported  In  the  past  from  tlie  United  States. 

Articles  laiown  as  "  tools  of  trade  "  are  purchased  in  large  quan- 
tities from  America  despite  a  natural  preference  for  British  products, 
and  even  during  normal  times  American  trade  in  this  line  showed  a 
tendency  to  increase.  In  1909  American  sales  of  such  tools  amounted 
to  40  per  cent  of  the  total,  while  in  1913  the  proporti<m  was  45  per 
cent.  In  most  lines,  however,  England  gets  the  cream  of  the  business. 
Close  attention. to  details  of  the  trade  and  increa.sed  activity  at  this 
time  will  accomplish  much,  the  report  states. 

The  report  for  Australia  is  the  second  of  a  series  which  is  to  cover 
the  hardware  markets  of  the  whole  world.  The  work  is  done  by 
liardware  experts  in  each  country  under  the  direction  of  the  American 
commercial  attaches.  In  addition  to  advice  as  to  credit  terms,  pack- 
ing, systems  of  conducting  trade,  etc.,  each  line  of  hardware  is  tafem 
up  and  fully  discussed.  "Australian  Marlcets  for  American  Hard- 
ware." Miscellaneous  Series  No.  42,  contains  105  pages,  and  may  be 
purchased  for  the  nominal  sum  of  10  cents  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


FBEHOHAFBICAN  CABLE  SEEYICE. 

[Socrclary  or  American  Einbassy  Kobcrt  W.  Bliss,  Paris,  Oct  6.] 

The  following  decree  with  regard  to  French  submarine  cable  serv- 
ice in  Africa  was  issued  under  date  of  September  16, 1916 : 

Ai-tide  1. — Tlie  submarine  cable  stations  at  Gape  Lopez  (Port  Gentll)  and  at 
Loanpo  (Ponta  Nora)  (French  Equatorial  Africa),  are  connected  with  tte 
French  submarine  service  of  West  Africa  on  and  after  January  1, 1916,  tbe  said 
service  bein«  also  charged  with  assuring  the  working  of  the  lilbrevllle-IJoango 
cable  at  LibreTillc  mi  and  after  tlie  above  date 

.Vrtiele  2. — The  submarine  cable  station  at  Duala  (Cameroon)  is  connected 
with  the  French  submarine  cable  service  of  West  Africa  on  and  after  May  1, 
1916. 

Article  3. — Tlie  Minister  of  <'ommerce,  of  Industry,  of  Posts  and  Tilni  tjliii. 
the  Minister  of  Colonies,  and  the  Minister  of  Finance  are  charged,  each  flae  as 
it  concerns  him.  with  the  execution  of  tlie  present  decree,  which  will  be  inaertcd 
in  the  .lournal  tlfliriel  and  the  Bulletin  des  LoLs. 
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SOUTH  AFBICA  INT£BEST£D  IN  StSAI  FIBEB. 

[Briti8k  and  South  African  Kxport  (iazptte.J 

Sisal  plantations  should  before  long  be  established  all  along  the 
coastal  belt  of  South  Africa,  if  Mr.  E.  F.  Rndda's  advice  were  taken. 
The  Germans  have  already  done  something  with  the  plant  in  East 
Africa,  and  in  a  recent  year  were  able  to  send  5.000  tons  to  (lermany. 
Machinery  for  manufacturing  the  fiber  would  of  course  be  needed, 
and  although  it  is  simple  the  special  requirements  of  the  leaf  and 
the  industry  have  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  may  attempt  its 
manufacture. 

According  to  the  authority  cited  it  appears  that  there  are  three 

varieties  of  the  plant  which  might  do  well  in  the  coastal  regions  of 

the  Union.    The  leaves  grow,  according  to  the  variety,  from  5  to  9 

feet  in  length,  and  the  yield  of  fiber  per  acre  will,  it  is  estimated, 

vary  from  1  to  2  tons.    The  value  of  the  fiber  in  the  London  market 

has  ranged  from  £26  to  £40  ($126  to  $195)  per  ton.    The  plant  is 

hardy  and  very  easily  cultivated,  but  it  takes  three  years  to  establish 

a  plantation.    The  first  plantation  will  last  from  7  to  9  years,  but 

once  it  is  established,  like  the  Newfoundland  spruce,  it  renews  itself. 

Afterwards  the  only  matter  to  be  dealt  with  is  that  of  keeping  surplus 

plants  down. 

Mr.  Budda  is  known  in  Australia  as  an  authority  on  forestry.  It 
is  stated  that  the  cost  of  machinery  per  100  acres  of  plants  cultivated 
wotdd  be  approximately  £80  or  £100  ($400  or  $500). 


AHEfilCAN  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  cWisular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consid's  time  is  available  primarih'  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


POe,  wniiam  J St.  Gail,  Switterland. 

Gmxj,  WUbur  T Serille,  Spain 


Donaldsan,  Cluster, 
dam,  Harold  D 


C3iamberlin,  George  E. 
Spohr,  Herman  L> 


Winslow,  Edward  D. 


Morgan,  Henry  H . 
Watson,  John  J.  C. 


Albert.  Talbot  J 

WiMch,  Oebfaatd 

Weddall,  .Uaxander  W. 
Hanson,  George  C 


Fort  Limon,  Costa 
RIea. 

Calrary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgetown,  Ouiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 

Hamburg,  Germany.. 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon  .. 

Hanover,  Germany. . . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athen.s.  Greece 

Swatow,  China 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  28 
Nov.  18 


Dec.  14 
Dec.     1 


Dec.   11 

Dec.     1 

Dec.  ij 

..do 

..do.... 
Dec.  .30 
..do.... 


.\ddress. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  OiBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  409^ 
Customhouse,  New  York  City.  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertles,  Ulster  Coimty,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  District  OiBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commeree,  Room  409, 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Oct.  22- 

Nov.  1. 
c/o  District  OlBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago^II. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 

street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
127  West  Ormsby  Avenue,  Louisville, 

Ky.,  until  Nov.  10. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 
Do. 
129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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MABSEILLE  BUILDDTa  FEOJECTS  AFtEB  THE  WA£. 

[Vice  Consul  Paul  H.  Cram,  Marseille,  France,  Sept.'  11.1 

\'arious  projects,  including  the  creation  of  direct  water  communi- 
cation with  the  interior  of  France  and  an  important  extension  of 
tlic  port,  will  give  considerable  impetus  to  the  building  of  factories 
and  other  industries  establishments  in  the  vicinity  of  Marseille  after 
the  war. 

About  $8,492,000  is  to  be  spent  in  the  renovation  of  a  certain 
quarter  of  the  city  Avhich,  situated  between  the  stock  exchange  and 
the  post  office,  foi-ms  a  quadrangle  of  699,660  square  feet  in  the  heart 
of  tlie  business  section.  In  this  quarter  534  old,  antiquated  houses, 
dating  from  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  occupied 
473,61(5  square  feet,  leaving  only  226,044  square  feet  for  36  streets 
and  squares.  The  new  project  assigns  397,514  square  feet  to  new 
streets  and  bquares,  and  leaves  302,146  square  feet  for  building  pur- 
poses. Provision  is  made  for  the  formation  of  a  public  square  360 
feet  by  344  feet  in  the  center  of  the  quarter,  together  with  the  erec- 
tion of  a  passenger  station  which  will  serve  as  a  terminus  toe  mo^ 
of  the  sti-cet  radway  lines.  Inasmuch  as  many  of  the  buildings 
already  have  been  removed,  plans  for  i-econstruction  will,  without 
d()iil)t,  l)e  made  .shortly  after  tlie  close  of  the  war. 

To  B«  Oecnpied  by  Offiee  BvildlHgs. 

It  is  expected  that  this  section,  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  port, 
tlie  .stock  exchange,  and  the  post  office,  will  be  mainly  occupied  by 
office  buildings.  The  municipality  will  grant  authorizations  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  of  28  meters  (91.86  feet)  in  height  instead  of 
24.5  meters  (80.38  feet),  which  is  the  maximum  in  other  parts  of  the 
city.    Such  buildings,  however,  must  be  modern  in  every  respect 

The  stock  exchange  is  negotiating  with  the  municipality  for  the 
purchase  of  the  lot  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  present  exchange 
building,  where  it  proposes  to  build  an  annex.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  large  lot  situated  between  the  proposed  square  and  the  post 
office  be  sold  to  a  single  tenant  for  the  construction  of  a  large  busi- 
ness block. 

The  Rhone  Canal,  which  will  be  ojien  to  navigation  within  a  few 
years,  will  connect  this  port  with  the  Bhone  River.  The  first  section 
of  the  canal  places  Marseille  in  direct  communication  Avith  the  Etaog 
de  Berre,  a  small  lake.  The  second  section  connects  the  Etang  de 
Berre  with  Port  de  Bouc,  a  small  seaport  town.  From  this  point  the 
canal  proceeds  in  a  northerly  direction  and  joins  the  Rhone  River  at 
Aries.  * 

When  the  canal  is  completed  barges  of  600  tons  will  be  able  to 
penetrate  for  a  distance  of  540  kilometers  (335.5  miles)  into  the 
interior  of  France.  Barges  of  lesser  tonnage  may  continue  north- 
ward to  Paris,  Havre,  and  the  British  Channel.  The  possibiUties 
of  considerable  construction  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Etang  de 
Berre,  as  a  result  of  the  opening  of  the  Marseille-ilhone  Canal  a  few 
years  hence,  has  been  noted  in  a  report  from  Consul  General  Gauhn 
[published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  2,  1916]. 
Will  Create  Lar^re  Demand  for  Hardware  and  S^vipmeat  Materials. 

The  expected  building  activity  will  create  a  large  demand  for 
hardware,    sanitary    goods,    metal    ceilings,    and    appliances   and 
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specialties  required  in  the  construction  and  funiishing  of  various 
structures.    Much  machinery  will  also  be  needed  for  new  factories- 

On  account  of  the  abundant  local  supply  and  cheapness  of  brick 
and  excellent  building  stone,  structural  steel  is  used  to  a  much 
lesser  degree  hei-c  than  in  the  United  States.  The  demand  after 
the  war  may  be  considerably  larger,  if  American  manufacturers 
will  supply  steel  sections  of  the  'same  weight  and  dimensions  as 
are  commonly  used  in  France.  Local  architects,  accustomed  to  base 
their  calculations  on  these  standards,  are  hesitant  in  regard  to 
changes.  Window  grilles  and  balcony  railings  are  used  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  m  the  United  States.  The  design  of  these  goods, 
which  should  receive  careful  attention,  is  an  important  element  of 
success.  The  hardware  used  in  the  construction  of  windows  should 
be  sucli  as  may  be  adapted  to  door  windows,  which  are  universal 
in  this  region. 

The  erection  of  office  buildings  in  the  new  stock-exchange  quarter 
will  afford  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  American  office  furniture, 
which  has  an  excellent  reputation  in  this  city.  The  height  and 
size  of  these  buildings  will  create  a  demand  for  elevators,  house 
telephones,  and  other  specialties. 

[Lists  of  architects  and  contractors  at  Marseille  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Poreigu  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
A  plan  showing  the  section  of  the  city  to  be  reconstructed,  as  it  appeared 
until  recently,  and  also  the  reconstruction  scheme,  may  be  inspected  at  the 
same  offices.    Refer  in  either  case  to  file  No.  80604.] 


FBESH  Ain)  DBIED  FBTTIT  IN  SILESIA. 

[VIre  CoDKul  Ernest  L.  Ives,  Brrslau,  Silesia,  Germany,  Sept.  11.1 

In  the  western,  middle,  and  southern  parts  of  Germany  favorable 
conditions  exist  for  the  growing  of  apples,  cherries,  pears,  plums, 
apricots,  peaches,  and  nuts.  Even  almonds  ripen,  especially  along 
the  banks  of  the  rivers.  In  Silesia,  however,  tlus  branch  of  agricul- 
ture is  rather  neglected  in  favor  or  grain,  potatoes,  and  sugar  beets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  area  and  the  amount  of  land 
cultivated  with  fruits  as  compared  with  other  crops  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Prussia  and  in  the  Province  of  Silesia,  and  percentage  for  Silesia 
with  regard  to  Prussia,  according  to  the  census  of  December  1,  1913: 


Kingdom 
ot  Frussla. 


Province 
of  Silesia. 


Per- 
cent- 
age o( 
total. 


Touiareo.. 
Orchards.    . 

WhtM 

Ej« 

JWitoes.... 
^w  beets.. 
Turnips 


Aera. 

89,257,646 

38,130 

2,948,332 

12,461,786 

5,900,783 

1,171,734 

833,594 


Acrn. 

9,967,305 

1,247 

637,973 

1,504,070 
856,785 
221,964 
111,263 


a.se 

3.27 
18.26 
12.07 
14.61 
19.03 
13.38 


Bxtent  of  Fmlt  Culture  In  the  Province. 

It  appears  from  the  above  table  that  the  area  of  Silesia  is  11.56 
per  cent  of  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  and  that  of  the  total  Prus- 
sian frvut-tree  acreage  Silesia  has  but  3.27  per  cent.  Of  the  1,241 
acres  in  orchards  in  Silesia,  oUl  acres  are  in  Lower  Silesia,  427  in 
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Middle  Silesia,  and  250  acres  in  Upper  Silesia.  Upper  Silesia  has 
very  poor  fruit,  but  there  are  some  districts  in  Middle  and  Lower 
Silesia,  especially  along  the  banks  of  the  Oder  River,  where  good 
fruit  is  produced.  Plums,  sour  and  sweet  cherries,  apples,  and  pears 
are  cultivated  in  fields  and  house  gardens. 

Many  connnunities  are  planting  frtiit  ti-ees  alon^  the  highways 
and  canals;  these  trees  are  rented  out  at  auction  to  gatherers,  and 
the  revenue  from  this  source  is  shown  on  the  balance  sheets  of  the 
iesi)ective  communities.  [Earlier  reports  on  Germany's  roadside 
fruit  trees  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Mar. 
1-2.  1912.] 

The  harvested  fruits  are  sold  on  the  market,  chiefly  for  local  con- 
sumption ;  small  portions  only  are  purchased  by  the  preserving  fac- 
tories, distilleries,  and  the  producers  of  cider.  Recently  efforts  have 
been  made  to  promote  fruit  culture  in  Silesia.  The  Royal  Institute 
for  Fruit  and  Garden  Culture  at  Proskau,  Upper  Silesia,  sends  out 
traveling  teachers  and  gardeners  and  is  doing  all  it  can  to  improve 
the  methods  of  cultivation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  house  gardens,  orchards, 
aod  roads  and  canals  with  fruit  trees,  and  the  number  of  apple,  pear, 
plum,  cherry,  apricot,  peach,  and  walnut  trees  in  Silesia  as  compared 
with  the  Province  of  Saxony,  the  Rhine  Province,  and  the  remaining 
divisions  of  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  according  to  the  census  of  De- 
cember 1, 1918: 


Province  of 
SItosia. 


Province  of 
Saxony. 


Rhine 
Province. 


other 

districts  oJ 

Prussia. 


House  gardens  with  (ruit  trees. 
Orohatas.. 


Roads  and  canals  with  trult  trees. 


Kinds  of  trees: 

Apple 

Pear 

Plum  and  prune. 

Cherry 

Aprloot 

Peach 

Wabmt 


362,830 
U,101 
12,673 


260,539 
44,306 
13,213 


462,864 

186,746 

5,812 


1,73(,SM 
M0,8I> 
36,S74 


2,329,742 

4,968,290 

2,087,227 

22,7«1 

U7,037 

1SB,423 


S,  008,681 

1,941,786 

6,M5.921 

2,411,229 

116,988 

93,144 

84,304 


7,133,620 

3,757.671 

3,638,530 

l,OS,636 

84.669 

351,382 

184,605 


24,  US,  818 

8^I07,«1 

20,117,ai 

8,31g,M 

178,276 

49S,a5 

4S4,«r 


Total. 


13,642,569 


16,300,032 


15,182,894 


62,671,057 


Import  Trade  in  Fresh  and  Dried  Fmlt. 

Among  the  countries  which  in  normal  times  ship  fresh  fruit  to 
Germany  the  United  States  leads  with  regard  to  apples.  These 
apples  are  imported  in  barrels  and  sold  to  Hamburg  wholesalers  and 
resold  by  them  at  auction  to  the  inland  dealers  and  transported  by 
rail  or  water  to  all  districts  of  Grermany.  (As  a  rule,  Silesian  and 
Breslau  dealers  in  fresh  fruit  have  no  direct  connection  with  Amer- 
ican exporters.)  Lately,  however,  large  quantities  of  fresh  apples 
have  been  imported  from  Austria-Hungary.  Further,  at  the  present 
time  every  effort  is  being  made  in  Germany  to  render  the  coimtry 
independent  of  foreign  supplies  by  planting  fruit  trees  on  a  large 
scale,  and  it  is  thought  that  in  case  imports  are  cut  off  for  some  time 
foreign  growers  will  meet  considerable  difficulty  in  recapturing  the 
German  trade. 

In  the  importation  of  dried  fruit  Breslau  ranl^s  next  after  Ham- 
burg so  far  as  the  American  product  is  concerned.     American  evap- 
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orated  apples  ami  sun-dried  and  kiln-drii>d  pears,  aprirols.  and 
peaches  are  shipped  to  Breslaii  and  are  preferred  to  similar  fruit 
from  other  countries  on  account  of  their  keeping  <|ualities.  With 
regard  to  dried  plums  iniporteti  from  the  United  States,  it  is  stated 
that  they  have  to  face  competition  from  plums  of  European  origiii. 
In  the  past  preference  has  been  given  to  plums  from  Bosnia,  Serbia, 
Bohemia,  and  the  southern  Balkaik  countries,  because  they  were 
sold  at  lower  prices.  The  well-known  "Santa  Clara'*  plum  there- 
fore found  severe  competition  tm  the  Silesian  market.  Although 
,the  "  Santa  Clara  "  was  better  in  appearance  and  possessed  superior 
keeping  qualities,  experts  preferred  European  plums  on  account  of 
the  finer  aroma.  Evaporated  apples  from  the  United  States  are 
very  much  in  favor  here,  though  it  is  claimed  that  apples  from 
Canada  and  Australia  were  brought  to  the  market  and  competed 
with  those  from  the  United  States. 

While  American  methods  of  packing  dried  fruit  are  found  satis- 
factory in  the  main,  the  evaporated  plums,  pears,  apricots,  and 
peaches  coming  in  boxes  containing  12^  kilos  (27.56  pounds)  net, 
some  importers  complain  that  evaporated  apples  are  packed  in 
boxes  of  50  pounds  and  state  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  if  in 
the  future  the  metric  weights  were  adopted  for  the  apples  also. 
Too  Xarl7  Offers — Sngrgested  Trade  Changes. 

Breslau  importers  complain  that  American  firms  make  their  offers 
for  evaporated  apples  in  Januarj^  and  February,  at  a  time  when 
no  estimate  of  the  year's  harvest  is  possible,  and  they  suggest  that 
offers  be  made  when  a  reliable  view  of  the  expected  crop  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  countries  of  origin.  By  the  early  offers,  it  is  claimed, 
(lerman  importers  have  often  sustained  considerable  loss,  especially, 
when  the  harvest  was  poorer  than  expected,  and  prices  increased  so 
that  the  .American  exporters  were  unable  to  cover  the  difference 
between  the  market  price  and  contracted  selling  price  and  could  not 
fill  the  orders. 

Some  impoi-tant  Breslau  fruit  merchants  have  suggested  that  the 
following  changes  be  made:  (1)  The  content  of  sulphur  should  not 
e.\ceed  the  limit  fixed  by  the  German  pure-food  laws;  (2)  evapo- 
rated apples  should  be  packed  in  boxes  containing  12J  or  25  kilos 
(27.56  or  55.12  pounds)  net  instead  of  50  pounds;  (3)  terms  should 
be  made  a  little  more  lenient,  to  offset  the  advantage  European  com- 
petitors have  in  their  proximity  to  the  German  market;  (4)  offers 
should  not  be  made  betore  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  harvest 
is  obtained. 

[The  Oermun  market  for  imported  fruit  was  reviewed  in  Dally  Consular 
and  Trndo  RoportK  for  Mar.  19,  1P1.3.  and  JIar.  20  iind  30.  1914.1 


Increased  Exports  From  Honcton  to  the  United  States. 

Consul  E.  Verne  Kichardson,  at  Moncton.  New  Brunswick,  Canada, 
reports  that  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  tlie  value  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Moncton  consular  district,  not 
including  the  Newcastle  agency,  showed  substantial  increases  over 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  vear.  The  total  for  the  1915  period 
was  $536,229  and  for  the  191(;  period  $674.!)()8.  or  a  gain  of  $1.38,739. 
The  number  of  invoices  certified  at  the  Moncton  consulate  for  the 
nine  months  was  330  in  lOl.')  and  604  in  1!»U;. 
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BBITISH  POTTEBT  TBADE  RETUEHS. 


[Consul  Robert  S.  S.  Bergh,  Stoke-OD-Trent,  Oct.  12.1 

Exports  of  pottery  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  month  of 
September  were  valued  at  $1,275,699,  a  material  increase  when  ctan- 
pared  with  the  values  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1915  and  1914, 
$818,915  and  $742,389,  respectively. 

For  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1916,  the  total  value  of 
the  exports  of  these  wares,  $9,473,800,  was  $7,405,260  in  excess  of 
that  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  but  less  than  that  for  the  * 
corresponding  periotl  in' 1914,  when  the  total  was  $10,233,782. 

The  following  table  shows  the  destination  of  the  exports  for  the 
month  of  September  and  the  first  nine  months  of  1914,  1915,  and 
1916: 


! 


Countries. 

Septtmbtr— 

Nine  months  ended  Sept.  30— 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Argentina     , 

674,843 
122,864 
30,348 

78,526 

38,236 

80,915 

229 

«U0,8B2 
189,907 
34,129 

75  805 
45,407 
80,589 
20,065 

697,635 
138943 
81,110 
99,520 
117,925 
169,724 
34,537 

$1,024,126 

573,883 
903,456 
4234W 

188,002 

400,187 

1,571,057 

2,800,352 

8866,415 
1,126^527 

680,544 

8i»^4ao 

901,694 
8i;056 

I917,U1 

1,051  JB 

564,0n 

785, 7M 

.\ustralia 

Braiil 

British  East  Indies 

British  Soutit  Africa 

6B6^«I 

''S;g 

FlUMM „ 

NewZMland 

45,813 
157,899 
112,757 

49,911 
122,188 
149,982 

100,878 
169,393 
266,144 

828,533 
1,430,508 
1,882,831 

f8D,3W 

United  States 

1,435,8(5 

3,01>,a3 

Total 

742,389 

818,915 

1,275,099 

10,233,782 

7,405,200 

9,473,800 

The  value  of  imports  for  September  was  $41^34,  against  $80,122 
in  September,  1915,  and  $63,405  in  September,  1914. 

The  value  of  imports  for  the  nine  months  was  $620,007,  against 
$650,320  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  $3,536,544  in 
1014. 

MOTIOH-PICTirRE  TRADE  IH  SOITTHERN  FRANCE. 

[Vice  Consul  Paul  U.  Cram,  MarsielUc,  Sept.  21.] 

Marseille  has  about  50  motion-picture  theaters,  most  of  which 
are  small.  The  larger  establishments  have  seating  capacities  of 
800  to  1,100  persons  each.  The  entrance  fees  in  equivalent  Ameri- 
can currency  varv  from  2.8  cents  to  23  cents,  the  average  being 
about  5.7  cents.  *rhe  present  volume  of  business  is  as  large  if  n(^ 
larger  than  that  of  1912  and  1913. 

Large  Paris  Firms  Haintain  Agrenoies. 

The  trade  in  motion-picture  machines  and  supplies  is  largely  in 
the  hands  of  large  Paris  firms,  which  have  established  agencies 
throughout  the  provinces.  Producers  frequently  exhibit  their  films 
in  the  Paris  offices,  which  purchase,  usually  on  a  cash  basis,  the 
greater  part  of  the  production.  Tliese  films  are  then  exhibited 
to  representative.s  of  the  theaters.  In  this  city  the  larger  estab- 
lishments, which  usually  change  their  programs  weekly,  rent  films 
which  have  not  been  locally  exhibited.  The  price  per  meter  (338 
feet)  for  such  films  may  vary  from  0.2  franc  ($0,038)  to  2  francs 
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($0,386)  per  week,  the  average  being  about  0.4  franc  ($0,077). 
These  filins  are  then  rented  to  small  theaters,  which  generally 
change  ttieir  programs  twice  a  week.  In  such  cases,  the  price  per 
meter  (3.28  feet)  for  three  or  four  days'  exhibition  varies  from 
0.05  franc  ($0.0096)  to  0.08  franc  ($0.0164). 

Prior  to  the  war  the  weeklv  production  in  France  of  new  films 
was  estimated  at  25,000  meters'  (82,020  feet)  to  30,000  meters  (98,42.5 
feet),  while  at  present  probably  it  does  not  exceed  one-third  of  that 
Amount.  In  consequence  French  firms  are,importing  films  in  larger 
quantities,  particularly  from  Italy  and  the  United  States.  There  is 
a  large  and  growing  demand  for  American  films  in  comic,  senti- 
mental, and  detective  subjects.  Those'  representing  cowboy  or  fron- 
tier Ufe  are  less  popular  than  formerly. 

Two  firms  in  Paris  manufacture  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
French  moti<m-picture  machines  and  supplies  sold  in  this  region. 
Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  prices  rose  25  per  cent, 
and  at  present  they  are  at  least  40  per  cent  above  the  prices  ruling 
early  in  1914. 

Iztension  of  Aaieriean  Trade. 

Amei'ican  firms  should  either  send  a  competent  agent  to  Paris, 
with  power  to  appoint  subagents  in  the  provinces,  or  grant  conces- 
sonary  rights  to  large  French  concerns.  The  latter  method  has  al- 
ready been  used  with  considerable  success  in  exploiting  American 
films.  If  it  is  a  question  of  selling  not  only  American  films  but  also 
'Bttchines  and  supplies,  together  with  the  purc-hase  of  French  films, 
the  former  method,  perhaps,  would  be  preferable.  Films  should  be 
packed  in  tin  boxes.  Explanatory  texts  should  be  in  French.  The 
French  customs  duties  on  machines  and  films  are  as  follows,  per  100 
kilos  (220  pounds)  net  weight: 


Articles. 

General  tariff. 
16afnmcs(S3l.84) 

Ulnimum  tariff. 

fDms: 
BipoMd 

no  francs  ($21.33). 
200  Irenes  (nS.flO). 
100  francs  (n9. 30). 

Vnoiintl 

300  bancs  (ttT.tO) 

«%iS3r!^            :;;  ;;  ;;;v  ; 

ISO  francs  rK8.  IS)    .  . 

American  films  and  machines  are  subject  to  the  general  tariff. 

[Names  and  addresses  of  motiou-picture  theaters,  .trade  periodicals,  and 
dealers  In  films  and  supplies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81274.] 


TRADE  EZTENSION  IN  BUSSIA. 

IConsul  Dooglas  Jenkins,  Riga,  S«pt  20.1 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  this  consulate  a  Riga  merchant,  who 
has  a  branch  in  Petro^ad,  has  placed  a  small  order  for  embroidery 
»nd  crochet  cottons  with  an  American  exporter.  Only  the  present 
difficulties  of  transportation  prevented  the  placing  of  a  larger  order. 

Another  Riga  merchant  who  deals  in  printing  paper  is  endeavor- 
ing to  arrange  with  a  New  York  exporter  for  a  large  shipment  of 
PH^CT'  If  transportation  arrangements  can  be  made,  the  order  will 
he  placed.  This  is  also  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  this  consulate  in 
trade-extension  work. 
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SOUTH  AFBICA'S  FBOJECTS  AFTEB  THE  WAS. 

[British  and  South  African  Export  Gaxctte.] 

After  the  war  South  African  orders  for  machinery  and  electrical 
appliances  of  all  kinds  are  likely  to  assume  vast  proportions.  The 
Band  is  a  continuous  buyer  of  mining  plant  of  every  description, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  near  future  the  new  gold  areas  of 
the  far  eastern  Rand  will  be  clamoring  for  equipment.  The  orders 
for  the  far  eastern  Band  alone  will  probably  astonish  our  oxftfi 
makers  of  mining  machinery. 

There  is  also  the  great  barrage  scheme  of  the  Band  Water  Board, 
which  proposes  to  dam  the  Vaal  River  at  a  point  about  25  miles 
below  Vereeniging.  The  cost  is  at  present  estimated  at  £750,000 
($3,650,000),  but  it  is  probable  that  a  scheme  designed  ultimately 
to  impound  20,000,000  ^Uons  of  water  and  to  pump'  10,000,000 
gallons  to  the  Band  will  involve  a  much  larger  expenditure.  How- 
ever as  a  commencement  £750,000  is  to  be  laid  out,  and  much  of/ 
this  sum  will  be  converted  into  the  form  of  piping,  machinery,  and 

Port  Elizabeth  has  decided  to  expend  £300,000  ($1,460,000)  on  a 
new  sewerage  scheme.  New  factories  intended  to  fill  many  and 
diverse  requirements  are  likelv  to  spring  up  evei-ywhere  in  South 
Africa.  Cfapital  of  £500,000  has  been  subscribed  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  glass-making  industry.  Tlie  pai)er  shortage  has 
brought  together  newspaper  proprietors  and  printersj  who  are 
feeling  their  way  toward  the  founding  of  paper-making  works. 
Natal  is  starting  new  boot  and  leather-goods  factories.  Out  of  the 
war  has  grown  a  great  movement  in  South  Africa  directed  toward 
making  the  country  less  dependent  than  she  is  at  present  on  bver-sea 
manufacturers  for  certain  goods  and  appliances  of  which  she  has. 
continuous  need. 

PHOTOORAFHIC  COIOB  FSINTS  ON  SHE. 

ITextile  Mercury,  Manchester,  England.] 

A  method  of  printing  silk  fabrics  by  color  photography,  di,\xe  to| 
Messrs.  Valette  et  Feret,  of  the  Manufacture  Nationale  des  Gobelins, 
presents  results  which  appear  to  be  interesting  in  the  sense  that  tl^^ 
process  makes  possible  the  production  on  silk  fabrics  of  decorati^p, 
effects  the  perfection  of  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  hitherto 
attained  by  printing. 

The  method  is  of  course  borrowed  from  color  photography,  and 
■consists  in  maldng  three  successive  impressions — lilue,  yellow,  and 
red — from  three  selected  photographic  prepared  plates.  The  fabric 
is  rendered  sensitive  by  the  aid  of  mixtures  of  alkaline  phenols  and 
diazo  sulphites,  products  which  possess  the  property  of  giving  color- 
ing matters  only  through  the  influence  of  light.  The  precision  needed 
in  superposing  the  three  impressions  is  secured  by  carrying  out  the 
work  on  a  special  frame,  the  fabric  having  been  previously  provided 
with  metnllic  eyelets  to  avoid  tearing  it. 

The  development  of  the  colors  is  accomplished  with  better  regu- 
larity by  exposure  to  electric  light.  The  method  is  reconamended  by 
its  authors  as  more  especially  applicable  in  the  treating  of  articles 
de  luxe  of  the  sort  that  can  not  well  be  printed  by  machine. 
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SHIPPIirG  FACniTIES  BETWEEN  NEW  YORK  AND  HONDUEAS. 

[  Consular  Agent  George  A.  Maktnson.  Amapaln.J 

The  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Co.  (Ward  Line),  of 
New  York,  which  recently  announced  the  inaugiuation  of  a  direct 
line  of  freight  and  passenger  steamers  betAveen  New  York  and  the 
principal  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast  <)f  Central  America,  will  improve 
shipping  conditions  on  the  southern  coast  <)f  Honduras.  Messrs. 
Tfeodoro  Koehncke  &  Co.,  of  Amapala,  have  been  appointed  agents 
for  Honduras. 

Heretofore  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co..  of  San  Francisco,  has 
been  the  only  line  making  Amapala  n  regular  port  of  call.  As  these 
boats  are  not  operated  beyond  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  all  merchan- 
dise coming  from  or  destined  for  the  south  coast  of  Honduras  has 
been  subject  to  transshipment  at  C/olon  and  frequently  to  consider- 
able delay  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  of  the  connecting  line. 
Sometimes  it  happens  that  several  cargoes  are  landed  here  almost 
simultaneously,  and  then  there  is  a  lull  of  6  or  7  weeks  before  another 
call  is  made. 

I  Breakage  due  to  unloading  and  reloading  at  Colon  and  frequent 
pilfering  of  freight  while  stored  on  the  Isthmus  have  been  reported 
in  the  past.  Amapala  forwarding  firms  anticipate  a  considerable 
sanng  m  time  and  reduction  in  breakage  as  a  result  of  the  installa- 
titm  of  the  new  direct  line. 


AOftlCULTUSAL  CONDITIONS  IN  NEW  BBIJNSWICK. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Sept.  10.] 

The  (Jovernment  authorities  have  aroused  interest  among  potato 
growers  in  diseases  affecting  their  crops.  The  disease  of  black  leg. 
despite  the  work  done  for  its  prevention,  damaged  the  potato  crop 
in  the  Maritime  Provinces  to  an  extent  estimated  at  $695,225,  or 
$6.65  per  acre,  with  an  average  yield  of  133  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Allotments  to  the  various  Provinces  for  agricultural  instruction 
have  been  made  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1917.  Under  an  act 
of  the  Dominion  Parliament,  $10,000,000  is  being  spent  throughout 
a'period  of  10  years  for  the  encouragement  of  agricultural  education 
ahd  domestic  science.  The  amounts  are  allotted  according  to  popu- 
12tion,  and  New  Brimswick  this  year  receives  $59,209.  The  money 
iS  used  to  direct  the  building  of  .schools,  for  the  payment  of  special 
teachers,  circulation  of  literature,  promotion  of  veterinary  science, 

etc. 

•  

OinCES  OF  THE  B1TBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


BKTBicT  orncES. 

XEW  TOU:  Boob  ««9,  CistoBAoaie. 

■OSION:  IMl  Cutomheue. 

aiUOO:  sot  ttitnl  BilMlag. 

8r.UKng:  404  Tkltd  Nttloul  Btik  BalldlBg. 

muflk:  SSI  PMt  <MlM  Balldlns. 

mr  BBLUKB:  lOSO  Hlkerals  Bsok  Balldlog. 

UII  fBlHCISCOt  so;  Owtomkoue. 

KlTTlg:  848  Htmj  BilldlBg. 


COOPEBITITE  OFFICES. 

GLBTELAKD:  Chanber  of  Comaerce. 
aXCINNATI:  Ckamtwr  of  Coiamuee. 
t'DiCINNiTI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  AHOELES :  Ckambfr  of  Commerce. 
PRIUDELPHIA :  Ckamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOeA :  Sooth  America*  Ageat,  Soatb- 

era  By.  Co. 
POBIXA^'D,  OBEG. :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON:  Greater  Daytoa  Association. 
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AMERICAN  AOBICULTTTBAL  TRACTORS  IK  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[Vice  «'onHiil  ("bag.  H.  llclslor.  Cape  Town,  S«pt.  19.] 

A  practical  demon.'itration  of  plowing  by  modem  methods  was  re- 
cently given  in  the  rich  farming  district  of  Caledon.  Cape  Province, 
by  the  representatives  of  n  New  York  distributing  firm.  A  "Bull" 
tractor,  manufactured  in  America,  pulling  two  plows,  was  shown 
to  advantage  before  a  large  gathering  of  farmers,  the  demonstration 
being  confined  principally  to  the  breaking  of  virgin  ground  afid 
the  plowing  of  soil  that  had  been  lying  fallow  for  three  years. 
Unitjue  exhibitions  were  given  showing  the  advantages  of  tractor  use 
and  improvements  in  construction  over  types  utilized  several  years 
ago.  Many  distinctive  features  of  the  new  tractor  greatly  inter- 
ested those  present,  and,  at  the  request  of  several  agricultural  men, 
similar  demonstrations  are  to  be  held  on  privately  owned  farms  iu 
the  same  district.  A  demonstration  has  also  been  arranged  for  the 
(lovemment  Agricultural  Department  and  is  shortly  _to  take  plad# 
on  the  Government  farm. 

The  tractor  exhibited  at  Caledon,  the  first  "Bull"  tractor  to  be 
shown  in  South  Africa,  was  sold  on  the  day  of  the  demonstratim.' 
Several  more  of  these  tractors  are,  however,  on  their  way  to  tkis 
country  for  demonstration  purposes  in  the  eastern  section  of  th^ 
Cape  Province,  Natal,  and  tlie  Transvaal. 
Comments  on  the  New  Tractor. 

Many  farmers  have  expressed  the  belief  that  the  lighter  weight  of 
the  new  agricultural  tractor,  higher  horsepower,  and  lower  selling 
price  in  comparison  with  similar  machines  now  foimd  on  this  market, 
wjll  place  it  in  strong  competition  with  other  tractore.    ,    . 

One  excellent  feature  in  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  this 
particular  case  is  the  sending  of  an  expert  from  the  United  States 
to  demonstrate  and  explain  the  merits  or  such  an  agricultural  tractor. 
Moreover,  the  American  representative,  who  proceeded  the  tractor 
to  this  countiy,  has  established  a  local  agency  with  a  well-known 
Cai)e  Town  firm,  and  salesmen  proficient  in  the  Dutch  language 
acc(»jui)any  the  tractor  through  Dutch-speaking  communities. 


ji' 


GOLD  HmiNG  IN  THE  AVCKLAITI)  DISTRICT.  ' 

(Consul  General  .Mfred  A.  Wlnstlow.  .Vurkland.  New  Zealand,  Sept.  io.)  ^i 

Since  gold  was  discovered  in  the  Auckland  Province  in  1852  there 
has  been  exported  from  this  district  gold  to  the  value  of  $116,796,000. 
and  the  prospect  for  the  future  seems  good.  Great  progress  has  Ijeen 
made  since  the  introduction  of  the  cyanide  process  in  1906,  when  it 
became  possible  to  work  the  lower  grade  ores  and  tailings  at  a  profit. 

Tliere  are  some  important  mines  or  leads  in  this  section,  the  leading 
one  being  the  Wnihi  mine,  from  which  bullion  to  the  value  of  $55.- 
14(),1.-)1  has  been  taken.  Of  this  amount.  $23,626,405  has  been  paid 
in  dividends.  The  AA'^aihi  Grand  Junction  mine  has  produced  gold 
to  tlic  value  of  $(»,5(»5,697,  and  may  be  said  to  be  only  beginning  its 
career  as  a  bullion  producer.  The  Talisman  mine,  near  Karangabake, 
has  produced  gold  valued  at  $12,682,908,  from  which  dividends  hare 
been  paiti  to  tlic  valiif  of  $r),097..>18.  Some  of  these  mines  have  gone 
to  the  depth  of  2,000  feet. 
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COITFEBENCE  OS  FIBE  TESTS  OF  WALLS  AND  FABTITIONS. 

A  conference  has  been  held  at  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards by  representatives .  of  rarious  technical  associations  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  up  a  comprehensive  program  of  fire  tests  for 
building  walls  and  partitions.  Those  who  participated  gave  their 
attention  to  metal-lath-and-plaster,  stucco,  gypsum,  hollow-tile, 
brick,  and  concrete  partitions  and  walls. 

;,>Iany  important  details  governing  these  tests  were  considered,  siicli 
as-  typ«s  and  dimensions  of  partitions  to  be  tested,  the  temperatures 
to  which  the  partitions  are  to  be  exposed,  the  time  of  exposure  to 
fire,  the  water  test  to  which  the  heated  partitions  should  be  sub- 
jected, etc. 

Participating  in  the  conference  were  representatives  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Architects,  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Ma- 
terials, the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  the  Associated 
Metal  Lath  Manufacturers,  the  Gypsum  Industries  Association,  the 
National  Brick  Manufacturers  Association,  the  Association  of  Amer- 
ican Portland  Cement  Manufacturers,  and  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Laboratories.  Other  associations  represented  on  the  advisory  com- 
mittee for  these  tests  are:  The  American  Concrete  Institute,  the 
National  Fire  Protection  Association,  and  the  National  Lime  Manu- 
facturers Association 

The  fire  tests  outlined  by  the  committee  in  cooperation  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  are  to  be  carried  out 
with  the  panel  furnace  recraitly  installed  by  the  bureau.  It  is  the 
largest  and  most  complete  plant  for  such  work  ever  built.  It  is  con- 
fid€»itly  believed  by  the  ctHumittee  that  these  fire  tests  wUl  have  an 
importanli  bearing  on  all  fire-resistive  building  construction. 

SCAXCITY  OF  SVOAA  HT  SWirZEUJLNl). 

[Consul  PhUij)  Holland.  Basel,  Oct.  0.] 

Since  S^tember  1,  1916,  sugar  has  been  sold  by  the  local  dealers 
toithe  consimiers  in  quantities  not  exceeding  1  pound.  Owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  this  product  very  little  comfiture  has  been  made  for 
the  winter  consumption.  As  the  continental  breakfast  consists  of 
jams,  bread,  butter,  and  coffee,  the  effects  from  the  shortage  of  sugar 
are  already  being  felt.    Belief,  however,  is  expected  so<»i. 

The  Swiss  Government  has  purchased  through  Netherlands  i^nts 
37,000  metric  tons  of  Java  sugar  and  has  chartered  ships  to  bring  it 
from  Java  to  Sotterdam.  It  is  invoiced  to  the  Swiss  Society  of 
Surveillance,  but  is  distributed  through  Basel  agents.  The  quan- 
tities are  checked  tlu-ough  English  control  upon  leaving  the  Nether- 
lands and  upon  arriving  in  Basel. 

Up  to  October  1  about  1,000  tons  had  arrived.  It  is  expected 
that  about  2,000  tons  weeHy  will  arrive  until  the  total  amount  is 
received. 

Nearly  1,000  points  in  North  Carolina  have  been  marked  by  metal 
tablets  or  iron  posts,  whose  heights  have  been  accurately  determined 
bv  Government  surveyors.  These  points  are  described  and  their 
altitudes  or  elevations  given  in  Bulletin  646,  just  issued  by  the  United 
States  G^olog^cal  Survey.  Copies  may  be  obtained  free  from  the 
Survey  at  Washington,  D,  C. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


398  0     COMMEBCE   REPORTS. 

C0HMIS8I0H  OH  AGBICULTUllAL  CBESIT  IH  BEEMUSA. 

ICciisnl  Carl  B.  Loop.  HamtltoD,  Oct.  19.] 

ruder  (late  of  October  17,  1916,  the  governor  of  Bermuda  ap- 
])ointed  a  coiniiiissifm  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  devising  a , 
system  under  which  fanners  might  obtain  loans  for  agricultural 
operations.  Specifically  the  duties  of  the  commission  as  outlined 
are  to  in(|nire  mto  the  following  matters  and  report  thereon  as  early 
as  practicable: 

1.  The    present    is-oiioniir    position    of    the    Hisrictilturiil    imlusti-y    ami   tlie 
fnrniers. 

2.  The  niiiniier  in  wliicli  farmers  now  ol>tHiu  credit  or  advances  for  carrj'lng 
on  farm  oi)erations. 

3.  Tlie  inetluxl  in  -wlilcli  tlie  crops  are  iuarkete<l  and  the  channels  throngli 
wlilch  tliey  are  distril)iit«sl  to  the  consumer. 

4.  The  prrtcticabilit.v  of  clevisinj?  a  credit  .system  under  which  mlvan««  may 
lie  obtained  by  farmers  on  ■■easonablc  terms. 

.").  The  advantages  to  be  gained  by  tlie  general  application  of  the  principle  of 
ciH>perntion  to  tlie  Industry  and  the  nietliod  o£  effecting  such  an  organisation. 


WEATHEB  BUBEAU  SEBVICE  IN  THE  CABIBBEAB. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  ColOD,  Panama,  Oct.  6.] 

A  representative  of » the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  is  now  in 
Colon  preparing  to  extend  the  work  of  .the  bureau  in  the  Caribbean. 
New  stations  will  be  established  at  Belize,  British  Honduras;  Blue- 
fields,  Nicaragua;  Swan  Island;  Santa  Marta,  Colombia;  St.  Lucia 
Island ;  Puerto  Plata,  Dominican  Republic ;  Island  of  Navassa,  west 
of  Haiti ;  Guantanamo,  Cuba ;  and  on  one  of  the  Danish  West  Indies. 
At  the  stations  already  established  on  the  islands  of  Barbados,  Trini- 
dad, and  Curacao  the  work  of  the  observers  will  be  extended  and 
improved.  Daily  reports  are  made  to  the  Weather  Bureau  in  Wash- 
ington, and  at  some  places  reports  may  be  made  twice  daily. 


CANADIAN  DOLLAB  TO  BE  QUOTED  ON  FABIS  EXCHANGE. 

(Consul  Edirard  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunnwlck.] 

The  (leneral  Commissioner  for  Canada  in  Paris  reports  that,  fol- 
lowing representations  made  by  him  on  behalf  of  Canadian  exporters 
and  of  representatives  of  Canadian  corporations  now  in  France,  the 
Minister  of  Finance  of  France  and  the  Brokers  Syndicate  of  the 
Paris  Stock  Exchange  agreed  that  beginning  on  September  13, 1916, 
the  Canadian  dollar  was  to  be  quoted  on  the  exchange  branch  of  the 
Paris  Exchange.  The  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce 
<'onsiders  this  action  will  interest  exporters  in  view  of  the  frequent 
wide  fluctuations  that  have  occurred  on  the  exchange  markets. 


Canadian  Bailway  Earnings. 

Consul  Jose  de  Olivares,  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  reports  that  the 
gross  earnings  of  Canada's  three  great  railway  companies,  namely, 
the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Canadian  Northern,  and  the  Grand  Trunk 
systems,  for  the  nine  months  ended  September.  1916.  amounted  to 
$168,518,811.  as  compared  with  $121,(M52.412  for  the  corre.«!ponding 
period  in  1015.  and  $138,1.53,001  for  the  same  months  in  1914. 
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PEOPOSAIS  FOR  OOVEBNlCElfT  SUPPLIES  AITD  CONSTEUCTIOIT. 

(CoiTi>spoi>descc  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  nompd,  and  speclflcations  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  bo  per- 
fermed.  In  ea«es  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tboy 
Bhoald  ask  to  be  pla(:ed  on  tbe  maillUK  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  cnlllni;  for 
fatoTC  SBppUes  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Tree  planting.  No.  3743. — Senletl  proposals  will  be  recelvcnl  at  tho  Sur>er\ i.sliiR 
Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Uepartiuent,  Washington,  D.  <".,  until  Novem- 
ber 20,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Federal 

•  bnildlngs  In  the  States  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  In  accordance  with 
specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtalne<l  on  application  to  the  alM>ve- 
uamed  office. 

Dredging,  No.  3744. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  L'liitetl  Slates 
Engineer  Office,  room  707,  Army  Bnilding,  39  Whitehall  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  November  28,  1916,  for  dredging  in  Newtown  Creek,  N.  Y. 
Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-uametl  office. 

Canal  construction.  No.  3740. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Unitetl  States  Reclamation  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  Mont.,  until  Novem- 
ber 28,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  on  the  Flathead  project,  Mon- 

1.,  tana.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Locomotive  crane.  No.  3746. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive*!  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November 
27,  1916,  for  a  locomotive  Jib  crane  of  50  gross  tons  capacity  at  the  naval 
station.  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  specificatloas  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

iVcc  planting.  No.  3747. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Supervising 

•  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
'  ber  18,  191C.  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Federal 

buildings  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Virginia,  in  accordance  with  ^)eclficfltions,  copies  of  which  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  atwve-named  office. 

Pott-oglce  couatruction,  No.  3748. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
,  until  0«(«mber  7,  1916,  for  tbe  construction  of  tbe  post  office  and  court- 
tioTise  at  Cihadron,  Nebr.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Cliadron,  Nebr.,  or  at  the  above-named 
office. 

Buoys,  No.  3749. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  Inspec- 
tor, Portland,  Me.,  until  November  15,  1916,  for  125  spruce  spar  buoys  and 
67  granite  mooring  stones.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  above-named  office. 

Medical  books,  No.  3750. — Sealed  proposals  wilKbe  received  at  the  Medical 
,  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
,   until  Norenaber  4,  1916,  for  88  copies  of  the  "Animal  Parasites  of  Man." 

"''  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

fitl-offlce  construction,  No.  3751. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
■  S^ierristDg  Architect's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  22,  1916, 
for  tbe  extension  and  remodeling  (Indndlng  mechanical  equipment  and 
approaches)  of  the  post  office  and  courthouse  at  East  St.  Louis,  HI.  Draw- 
ings and  E^peciflcations  may  be  obtained  after  November  10,  1916,  from  the 
custodian  at  Bast  St.  Louis,  m.,  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Wood-Mock  paving.  No.  3752. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deportment,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  November 
20,  1916,  for  wood-block  paving  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Plans 
and  specifications  may  be  obttilned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Y^ards 
and  Docks  or  to  th€  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Sale  of  unserviceable  property,  No.  3753. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
tiie  lii^tbouse  Inspector,  TompUnsville,  N.  Y.,  for  the  sale  of  approxi- 
mate 82,000  eini>ty  flreigallon  tin  cans  in  wooden  cases.  Further  infor- 
mation may  be  had  on  application  to  tbe  above-named  officer. 

Flour,  No.  3754. — ^SealedHi;»t>posals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  quarter- 
master, SOS  Gombel  Bnilding,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  October  31,  1916,  for 
fumlAing  and  delivering,  on  or  before  November  13,  1916,  flour  for  Ports 
LeaTcnworth  and  Riley,  Kans,,  and  for  Fort  Reno,  Okla.  Specifications 
may  be  had  on  application  to  above-named  office. 
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FOREIGN  TEADE  OFPOBTUNITIES. 


Reserved  addrpsvox  ma3'  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  and  its  district  offlcea.  Reqnest 
for  pach  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atate  opportanity  a«nber* 
Tlio  Bnrran  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tlie  standing 


for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atate  opportanity  aanber* 
The  Bnrran  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tlie  standing 
of  forelKn  Imiulr^r.x :  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  eases.     Symbols: 


'  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Beported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  DlVect  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agricultural    implements 22838 

Apron's 22886 

Casein,  analysis 22830 

Drugs 22881;  22838 

FniltK 22831 

Furniture,  office 22832 

Ceneral  merchandise 22839 

Machinery 22833 

Machinery,  label  embossing 22S37 

Machinery,   sausage 22884 

Meat  grinders,  etc 22834 


Office   supplies 228S2 

Paper,  wall 33St» 

Pharmaceutical  specUUttes 22838 

Preserves 22881 

Sizing  materials .:.—  22830 

Sugar  refiners 22828 

Starch,   corn 22880 

Toilet   articles 22831 

Tubes  for  dental  cream 22835 

Vegetables,  canned 22831 

Zinc .  22830 

'22S28.1: — A  flnn  in  Cuba  asks  the  Bureau  to  supply  It  with  the  names  and 
nddresKPs  of  sugar  refluers  and  exporters. 

2*2829.* — A  mail  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  wishes  to  represent  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  of  a  cheap  grade  of  wall  paper.  Initial  requirements, 
10,00()  rolls.    References.    Correspondence  in  English. 

228:«).* — X  Hrni  In  the  Far  East  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ainerl«D 
firms  in  regard  to  aual.VKfs  of  casein;  also  with  firms  manufacturing  corn- 
starch  and  xinc  used  as  cotton  cloth  sizing  ingredient. 

228.S1.* — A  firm  of  import  and  export  commission  merchants  in  Spain  is  In  the 
market  for  all  kinds  of  canned  vegetables,  fruits,  preserves,  as  well  as  toilet 
articles  tind  drugs,    f'orresimndence  in  English.    References. 

22S32.t — A  firm  in  Hussia  is  Interestetl  in  securing  price  lists  and  catalogues 
and  in  making  connections  with  .American  firms  handling  office  equipment 
and  office  furniture. 

22S;«.* — .\ii  esiiibllshed  firm  in  the  Far  East  desires  to  enter  into  commercial 
relations  with  .\merlcaii  manufacturers  of  machinery,  principally  agrktil- 
tural  macliinery.  X  ch-cular  letter  from  the  firm  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  81244.) 

22.s;M.* — All  American  coiLsulnr  officer  In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  catalogues, 
with  price  lists,  etc.,  of  large  size  hand  meat  grinders  of  the  cogwheel 
typo,  and  stuffers  having  a  capacity  of  from  10  to  16  pounds.' 

22S;{.5.t — .\  commission  br()ker  In  I'orto  Rico  wishes  to  secure  the  names  and 
addresses  of  several  nmiiufacturers  of  collapsible  tubes  for  putting  up 
dental  cream,  etc.' 

22.S,36.t — A  wholesale  luorclmut  in  Norway  desires  quotations  on  aprons  of 
all  styles  In  white  and  lyinted  ginghams,  etc.    Samples. 

22H37.t — ^A  <'onipany  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  communicate  with  the 
manufacturers  of  machines  for  embossing  labels.  Samples  of  labels  may 
be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Mlscel.  No. 
161.) 

22838.t — ^A  business  man  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  specialties.  References.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English. 

22839.t — The  representative  of  a  Norwegian  flnn  has  opened  an  office  In 
the  Unlteil  States  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  all  kinds  of  goods  tor 
introduction  into  Norway. 


MANUFACTTJKE  OF  VACCINE  VIETTS  IN  VENEZUEIA- 

|<;on«ul  Homer  Brett,  Lb  Guaira,  Oct.  7,] 

Because  of  the  increased  prices  asked  by  foreign  biological  labora- 
tories for  vaccine  virus  the  Oficina  de  Sanidad  Nacional  detennined 
to  manufacture  it  in  the  Government  laboratories  in  Caracas. 
Working  through  August  and  September  2,109  vials  were  produced, 
this  being  a  (juantity  sufficient  to  effect  31,635  vaccinations. 

WASHIXOTO.N  :  OOTBRNME.VT  PRIXTIKO  OFFICE:  WW 
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FRENCH  IMFO&T  AST)  EXPOBT  DECLABATIOKS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general.  Paris,  Oct.  28.] 

A  decree  of  October  25,  published  to-day,  orders  that  all  declara- 
tions for  import  and  export  shipments  from  December  1  must  give 
rslue  of  merchandise  at  place  and  time  of  passing  the  French  customs 
in  order  to  permit  the  compilation  of  accurate  statistics. 


BOCKEFELIEB  FOUITOATION  BUILSINO  PBOJECT  IK  PEKING. 

[John  B.  Arnold,  in  charge,  office  of  Commercial  Attach^.  Peking,  China,  Sept.  15.] 

An  announcement  has  just  been  made  by  the  representative  of  the 
Kockefeller  Foimdation  in  this  city  with  regard  to  an  extensive  build- 
ing program  that  institution  has  in  prospect.  Some  time  ago  the 
foundation  took  over  the  previously  established  Union  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Peking  and  the  hospital  operated  in  connection  with  it.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  build  a  complete  new  plant  for  these  institutions, 
the  plans  calling  for  buildings  for  the  college  to  accommodate  a 
maximum  of  50  students  and  for  the  hospital  to  provide  for  a  present 
maximum  of  200  beds,  with  possibilities  of  later  expansion.  The  hos- 
pital is  intended  primarily  to  provide  clinical  facilities  for  the  college, 
and  it  is  expected  to  be  patronized  mainly  by  the  poorer  classes. 

The  expenditure  that  this  project  will  involve  is  not  oiRcially 
stated,  but  it  is  understood  that  it  may  run  over  $1,000,000.  The  an- 
nouncement is  not  only  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  great  benefit 
that  will  accrue  to  the  cause  of  medical  education  in  China,  and  with 
the  increase  that  will  result  in  American  prestige  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  but  from  a  more  strictly  commercial  point  of  view  because 
of  the  expenditure  that  will  ultimately  be  necessary  for  materials 
and  supplies. 

So  far  the  place  has  only  been  looked  over  by  an  architect.  The 
ai^intment  of  regular  architects  will  follow  shortly. 

«7U'-^«  401 
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PIANOS  HANTTFACTUSSD  DT  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow.  Auckland,  Sept.  26.] 

The  firm  of  Messrs.  E.  Bishop  &  Sods,  of  Newmarket,  Auckland, 
has  opened  a  piano  factory  with  a  capacity  of  six  pianos  a  week, 
and  if  the  demand  warrants  it  is  in  a  position  to  increase  this  output. 

The  first  instrument  manufactured  by  this  company  was  used  at  a 
concert  in  the  town  hall  with  the  best  of  results.  It  was  an  over- 
strung iron  grand  piano  with  a  case  of  mission  design  made  of  fumed 
oak.  The  action  is  the  only  part  of  these  pianos  that  is  imported  and 
comes  from  Canada.  Mechanics  have  been  secured  from  England, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  turn  out  excellent  work. 

It  would  seem  that  here  might  be  an  opening  for  American  manu- 
factures of  piano  parts  and  even  of  Imockdown  piano  cases  that 
might  be  put  together  and  finished  here. 

Action  work,  keys,  and  metal  frames  for  making  pianos,  etc., 
organ  pipes,  and  stop  knobs  are  classified  under  it«m  No.  326  of  the 
New  Zealand  tariff  and  enter  free  of  duty  from  all  cotmtries,  with 
the  exception  of  the  war  tax  of  1  per  cent,  which  is  collected  on  all 
imports. 

DEVELOPMENT  IN  USE  OF  AOENXeEN  SATS. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Halatead,  Vienna,  Austria.  Oct.  4.] 

Prof.  Guido  Holzknecht  announces  that  a  method  for  removing  for- 
eign substances  from  the  human  body  with  the  direct  aid  of  Boentgen 
rays  has  been  devised.  The  method  is  described  in  Vienna  papers, 
which  state  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Vienna, 
Prof.  Holzknecht  demonstrated  the  process  by  means  of  stereopticon 
pictures.  He  explained  the  primitive  beginnings  of  the  attempts 
at  removing  foreign  bodies  by  such  means,  stating  that  many  years 
ago  the  complaint  was  first  heard  that  in  the  removal  of  needles, 
steel  splinters,  etc.,  the  exact  location  of  the  particles  could  not  be 
determined  in  spite  of  their  general  localization  by  means  of  the 
X-ray  pictures.  It  was  almost  imperative,  he  said,  to  find  some 
method  of  shortening  the  operation  and  of  leading  the  surgeon  to 
the  exact  location  of  the  foreign  body  by  the  shortest  possible  route, 
without  destroying  more  tissue  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  or  in- 
curring unnecessary  danger  of  infection. 
HacUne  Said  to  Overcome  Previous  Mfflcnltles. 

Dr.  Holzknecht  is  quoted  in  the  press  as  giving  the  details  of  the 
method  that  has  been  devised  for  accomplishing  the  desired  improve- 
ment. He  said  that  the  problem  could  not  be  solved  until  more  per- 
fect machines  had  been  produced.  It  had  now  been  possible  to  con- 
struct an  X-ray  machine  which  overcame  all  difRculties,  and  this 
machine  had  been  set  up  in  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Eiselsberg.  The  ex- 
planation given  is  as  follows : 

The  new  method  permits  the  surgeon  to  see  the  Add  of  the  operation  with 
one  eye,  under  ordinary  conditions,  while  the  other  eye  sees  the  same  field 
under  Roentgen-ray  Illumination.  This  method  of  double  vision  is  made  pos- 
sible by  the  so-called  "Grashey  monocle,"  constructed  by  Dr.  Clrashey.  Vbe 
Roentgen  machine  itself  is  situated  below  the  Hoor,  in  a  room  \inder  the  operat- 
ing room,  if  necessary  in  ,n  ocllar.  and  is  connected  by  means  of  a  speaUog 
tube  with  the  operating  room.  The  surgeon  is  enabled  to  see  on  tbe  pietore  in 
the  Roentgen  machine  how  far  his  probe  is  removed  from  the  object 
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Prof.  Eiselsberg  spoke  of  practical  experience  with  the  machine. 
He  said  there  were  undoubtedly  many  cases  in  which  foreign  bodies 
could  be  removed  without  the  new  apparatus,  but  the  new  method 
enabled  the  surgeon  continually  to  keep  the  body  sought  in  the  field 
of  nsion  while  conducting  thef  operation  himself.  The  result  was  less 
manipulation  of  the  probe  and  the  finding  of  foreign  bodies  which 
formerly  could  not  be  located. 

Statement  of  Effect  of  New  Hethod. 

Dr.  Holzknecht,  in  speaking  of  his  method,  said : 

The  removal  of  foreign  bodies,  even  with  the  aid  of  X  rays,  often  has  met 
with  great  difficulties.  The  surgeon,'  althougli  lie  sees  the  object  In  tho 
Roentgen  picture,  has  difficulty  in  finding  it  in  the  actual  operation.  To 
exomiue  this  problem,  the  course  of  an  ordinary  operation  of  this  lilnd  was 
followed  by  means  of  a  small  chrystoscope  without  disturbing  tlie  operation  in 
itself. 

It  was  of  the  greatest  interest  to  see  the  number  of  movements  of  instru- 
ments, and  the  destruction  of  tissues  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  usual 
operation,  before  the  foreign  body  could  be  definitely  locateil.  It  was  shown, 
therefore,  to  be  neces-sary  for  a  method  to  be  devised  by  means  of  which  the 
relation  of  the  foreign  body  to  the  instruments  of  the  surgeon  could  be  ascer- 
talnwl  at  all  times  and  the  position  of  the  foreign  Ixxly  always  kept  In  the  field 
of  vision.  It  was  found  that  the  change  in  tension  of  the  lis-sue.-*,  occasione<l 
by  the  incision,  caused  the  foreign  body  to  move  even  while  the  operation  was 
In  progress.  The  new  method  maljes  it  impossible  for  the  surgeon  at  any  time 
to  lose  sight  of  his  object. 

AMERICAN  LOAH  F0£  SAO  PAITIO. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  loan  of  $5,500,000  to  the 
city  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  by  tlie  Equitable  Trust  Co.  and  William 
Morris  Imbrie  &  Co.,  of  New  York  City.  The  proceeds  are  to  bo 
utilized  in  the  completion  of  the  South  American  city. 

The  loan  ^^ill  be  at  6  per  cent,  with  principal  and  interest  pay- 
able in  United  States  gold  coin  at  New  York  City.  The  interest 
is  payable  semiannually  on  January  1  and  July  1,  and  the  bonds 
will  mature  in  10  annual  installments  from  January  1,  1919,  to 
January  1,  1928. 

The  serWce  of  the  loan  is  a  charge  against  all  the  revenues  of  the 
city,  subject  only  to  an  annual  charge  of  £53,000  ($258,000)  for 
the  service  of  the  loan  made  in  1908  by  the  London  and  Brazilian 
Bank.  There  is  specific  provision  for  a  first  lien  on  the  sanitary 
taxes  and  a  second  lien,  subject  to  the  £53,000  mentioned,  on  the 
taxes  from  professions  and  industries. 

It  is  announced  that  the  loan  will  be  oflfered  for  subscription  at  an 
early  date. 

BSmSH  IHPOBT  FBOHIBITION  ON  HAEDWABE. 

(Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Oct.  28.] 

The  import  restrictions  applicable  to  hardware  apply  to  all  articles 
of  base  mefal  not  being  structural  metal  (such  as  plates,  bars,  angles) 
or  articles  of  special  character,  such  as  complex  machines  and  scien- 
tific instruments. 

[According  to  the  former  regulations,  the  prohibition  of  the  iraportat!<iii  of 
hardware  was  applicable  only  to  articles  listed  in  the  British  railway  clnssllica- 
uon  of  hardware,  a  copy  of  which  Is  on  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
oomestic  Commerce.] 
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FOSEIOV  TBADE  OF  BUSSIA  DT  1910. 


(Complied  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  Russian  official  stotistieij 

The  followiiig  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  Bussia  for 
the  last  five  years  over  the  Asiatic,  Caucasus-Black  Sea,  and  Euro- 
pean frontiers,  and  the  trade  with  Finland.  Because  of  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  exchange  value  of  the  Russian  ruble,  the  amounts  are 
stated  in  the  original  currency;  the  ruble  is  now  quoted  at  about 
$0.31. 


Imports  and  exports. 

1911 

Rubla. 
139,000,000 

20,338,000 
900,271,000 
"42,055,000 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

UIFOBT8. 

Asiatic  fnmtieT 

Sublet. 
135,100,000 

21,506,000 
969,917,000 
a  46,172,000 

RiMa. 
153,600,000 

18,299,000 

RiMa. 
158,900,000 

22.403.000 

SMtt. 
«9,80O,008 

1,355,000 

Caucasns-B  1  a  c  Ic  Sea 
frontier     

European  frontier 

B^rom  Finland       

1,146,193,000          854,34i;o66 
<•  56,023,000        a  62,354,000 

429,087,000 
0  343,008,000 

Total  imparts 

1,191,664,000 

1,171,785,000 

1,373,975,000       1,097,998,000 

l,m,«J8,0«0 

EXP0RT.<1. 

77,400,000 

119,768,000 

1,340,580,000 

53,668,000 

90,.S00,000 

110,636,000 

1,267,779,000 

49,622,000 

90,200,000           90.000.000 

£3,300,000 

Caucasus-B  lack   Sea 

132,915,000 

1,232,750,000 

55,284,000 

104,290,000 
706,084,000 
55,730,000 

European  frontier 

To  Finland 

i8i,25S,0W 
132,630,000 

Total  exports 

1,501,414,000 

1,618,837,000 

1,520,149,000 

056,104,000 

387,188,000 

a  Including  transit  trade. 
Trade  of  European  Kussia  for  Six  Tears. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  foreign  trade  of  Russia 
over  the  European  and  Caucasus-Black  Sea  frontiers,  and  with 
Finland,  during  the  last  six  years: 


Years. 

Imporlf. 

Exports. 

!             Years. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1910 

RtibUs. 

952,500,000 
1,022,700,000 
1,030,700,000 

Rubles. 
1,383,900,000 
1,514,000,000 

1,428,000,000 

1913 

Rubles. 
1,220,500,000 
939,100.000 
674,100,000 

SiMa. 
1,430,900,000 
866,100.000 
313.900,000 

1911  

1914 

1912 

1915 

Imports  for  Last  Six  Tears,  by  Classes  of  Articles. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Russia  over  the  European  and  Caucasus- 
Black  Sea  frontiers,  and  from  Finland,  during  the  last  six  years,  is 
shown,  by  classes  of  articles,  in  the  following  table: 


Years. 

Food 
products. 

Raw  and 

partly  manu- 
factured 
products. 

Livestock. 

Uanufu- 

tuoed 
products. 

1910 

Rubla. 
121,387,000 
134,134,000 
140,224,800 
163,002,800 
120,871,000 

75,578,000 

£uUm. 
515,276,000 
517,048.000 
817,738,000 
822,406,000 
471,981,000 
297,840,000 

Bailtt. 
8,068,000 
3,450,000 
3,585,000 

878,000 

RtOUt. 
313,820,000 
38S,OB,000 
878,180,000 
431,887,000 
S48,8B,080 
800,888^080 

1911 

1018 

1913 

1014 

1915 ■• 

Exports  for  I<ast  Six  Tears,  by  Classes  of  Articles. 

The  fluctuations  during  the  last  six  years  in  the  value  of  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  articles  entering  into  Russia's  export  trade  over  the 
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European  and  Caucasus-Black  Sea  frontiers,  and  with  Finland,  are 
indicated  by  the  following  table: 


Years, 

Food  prod- 
ucts. 

Rubta. 
907,203,000 
968,741,000 
789,263,000 
807,183,000 
492,080,000 
109,113,000 

Raw  and 

partly  manu- 

factursd 

products. 

Rublt: 
430,357,000 
473,582,000 
578,827,000 
550,326,000 
339,074,000 
130,»43,000 

Live  stock. 

Rubles. 
22,806,000 
25,836,000 
30,075,000 
32,085,000 
12,918,000 
6,000 

Hanulac- 
tured  prod- 
ucts. 

1910 

Rubles. 

23,507,000 

25,875,000 

29,872,000 

30,455,000 

32,032,000 

IMl 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

14,12^000 

Value  of  Imports,  by  Principal  ArtlolM. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Russia  over  the  European  and  Caucasus-Black  Sea 
frontiers,  and  from  Finland,  dming  tne  last  two  years: 


Articles. 


A);ricultiiial  implamants: 

Hacbineiy— 

Simple,  without  staam  motors . 
Complex 

Tools 

Alaminmn  ...• 

.\niinab,  lire  (cucoept  fish) 

Antimony 

Beeswax 

Brtadstnib: 

Cereals  

Rkie.. 


Bnadlng  materials  (day,  chalk,  plaster  ot  Paris,  cement,  etc.) 

Buttons 

Can,  carriages,  etc.:  Automobiles  (including  motor  trucks  and  chassis). 
Cbemicals.  drags,  etc: 

Cliemlcals 

BerthoUet's  salts 

Nitnteofsoda 

Sal  ammoniac  and  nitrate,  carbonate,  and  sulphate  ot  ammonia. 

Dyestnlb  and  paints 

Jledkdoes 

Clocks  and  watches,  and  parts  o( 

Cool  and  coke: 

Coal,  charcoal,  and  peat 

Coke. .-. 


Cocoa: 

Beans  and  husks . 

Powdered 

Coffee. 

Colophony.. 


Copper,  and  mannlttctures  o(: 

Copper  and  copper  sheets,  rods  and  bars 

Mtijiines  and  parts 

Other  maniifactuies  (Indnding  wire)  ot  copper,  copper  alloys,  and  other 

metals  and  metal  alloys,  n.e.s 

Copra 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cotton,  raw  and  waste , 

Goods 

Yam 


I 


Earthenware,  pottery,  porcelain,  bricks,  and  tiles  of  all  kinds. 

hrtniieis 

fibers,  and  manufactures  of : 

Jute  and  jute  tow 

Manufactures. 


Fbb. 


Cables,  rope,  and  twine  of  jute,  hemp,  flax,  etc 

Sacks,  Jute  and  linen,  and  jute  textiles  for  sacking  and  packing  . 


Fresh 

Salted  and  smoked:  Herrings 

Fmits  and  nuts: 

Ituits,  fresh 

Fruits,  dried 

Nuts 

Fnrs 

Olass  wares  (Including  plate  glass  and  mirrors). . . 
Oold,  silTer,  and  nlatlnum,  and  manutscturas  of. 


1915 


Huhh!,. 

13,  S9 1,1100 

M,7si;,(i00 

2,1.VJ.(I00 

I.MJT.IIOO 

2, :);(!,(«) 
],29J,(X)0 
4,  721),  000 

10,401,000 
3,038,000 
3,765,000 
1,811,000 

15,979,000 

21,894,000 

846,000 

5,515,000 

228,000 

10,130,000 

1,561,000 

1,536,000 

46,317,000 
6,195,000 

2,082,000 
1.304,000 
5,603,000 
3,184,000 

6,660,000 
2,098,000 

8,948,000 
10,293,000 

88.506.000 
13,712,000  I 
6,913,000  I 
4,442,000  , 
5,708.000  j 

7,230,000  ' 
8,536,000 
5,191,000 
942,000 

23.899,000 
3,054,000 

16,2«,000 

9,.'W2.fl00 
1,187,000 
3,192.000 
7,4Sfi,nOO 
3,370,000 
2,140,000 


Ruble*. 
364,000 
302,000 
700,000 

9,914,000 
844,000 

2,388,000 

3,4.58,000 

434,000 

93,000 

151,000 

866,000 

28,030,000 

33,506,000 
3,071,000 
6,248,000 
2,228,000 
6,115,000 
1,138,000 
2,236,000 

14,763,000 

110,000 

5,223.000 

688,000 

8,757,000 

1,830,000 

14.288.000 

1,228,(XX) 

2,781,000 
555,000 

42,700,000 

8,10J,000 

2,8(i-1.000 

l,2.".,fO0 

il.tXK) 

1,208,000 
8,718.000 
1,640.1)00 
3,4»!),(X)0 
6,7;)8,00O 
1,112,000 
2,687,000 

4,442,000 
4)0,000 
4.'SK,000 

3,037,000 
604,000 
505,000 
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Articles. 


1914 


aa 


Oroase  and  oils:  Animal  fat  and  oils 

Orindlncand  poUstiing  sotsUnces 

Hay  and  strew 

Bides  and  skins  (except  fur  skins) 

India  robber  and  gutta  percba,  and  manufactures  of: 

India  rubber  and  gutta  perclia ; 

Mamafactures 

Instrnments: 

Musical 

Pbyaical,  astronomical,  matbematlcal,  and  similar  instnimants  a^  appi^ 

iutas,and  electrotecbnical  appliances 

Electric  lamps 

beo  and  steal,  and  manuficturas  of: 

Boilermakers' wares,  and  pipes 

Cast  iron 

Cast-iron  manufactures 

Firearms  and  accessories  and  side  arms „. 

Uacbinery  and  parts 

Dynamos  and  motors 

Engines— 

Oasoibie  and  oil  engines 

Steam 

Portable  engines  for  tbrashing  maefaiiMS  and  steam  plows 

Metal-worldng  macbincj 

Parts 


Pumps  and  portable  fire  engines . 
Manufactured  iron 


s,  etc. 


Bars,  rods,  | 

Sheets 

Ilanufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  n.  e.  s. 
Steel. 


Tinplatc  and  tinplate  manufactures 

Tools,  hand 

Wire 

Wire  manujbctures— 

Nails,  rivets,  pins,  and  pegs  for  pianos;  barbed  wir». . 

Other 

Knit  goods: 

Cotton , 

Other 

Lace  and  lace  manufactures  (except  silk) , 

Lead. 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Leather , 

Manufactures , 

Boots  and  shoes 

Meat  and  dairy  products:  Dairy  products- 
Cheese 

Milk 

Nickel  and  nickel  sheets " 

Oils: 

Mineral ^„, 

Vegetable 

Paper,  and  umnufactuies  of: 

Cardboard  and  Bristol  board,  and  manotiKtnres  of 

Packing  paper 

Other  (Including  books,  pictures,  etc.) '...'.'.'. 

Paper  stock: 
Wood  pulp— 

Chemfeal  wood  pulp  and  paper  pulp  made  of  rags,  straw,  peat,  etc. 

Mechanical 

Other  (rags,  clippings,  and  waste) I',',', 

TttaSHo.. 


Fanclls,  pens,  etc 

Seeds,  bulbs,  and  plants 

SIOe,  and  manutecfures  of: 
Raw,  coooons,  and  waste. . 
Manufactures  ol— 

Yam 

Other 

Silk,  art  iflcial 


Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Spirits 

Wines. 


Stone,  rongh,  or  rough-dressed. 

Tanning  materials 

Tea 


Tin. 

Tobacco 

Tonet  and  fancy  articles,  n.  e.  s.;  tajs . 

Toflet  preparations 

Teasels 

ITearing  apparel  (except  silk) 


Kxiila. 
10,1»,(X)0 
1,978,000 

i,on,ooo 

12,442,000 

2S,  751, 000 
1,393,000 

3,641,000 

i4,n4,ooa 

3,7«B,000 

7,S10,000 
3,430,000 

s,ou,ooa 

1,879,000 

(B,  991, 000 

•,845,000 

0,804,000 
3,426,000 
0,875,000 
11,009,000 
12,154,000 
6,323,000 
6,316,003 
2:002,000 
4,103,000 
7,268,000 
3,017,000 
4,141,000 
■  4,574,000 
1,587,000 

168,000 
1,944,000 

4,oei,cao 

1,824,000 
2,004,000 
12,031,000 

16,063,000 
5|227;000 
1,817,000 

1,245,000 
1,714,000 
7,585,000 

1,504,000 
3,639,000 

2,332,000 

3,564,000 

,24,942,000 


1,236.000 

777,000 

1,331,000 

i,3b;ooo 

1,38(,000 
4,608,000 

19,771,000 

506,000 
6,019,000 
2,821,080 
2,938,000 

4,688,000 

7;934,00» 
3,034,000 
5,209,000 
:^  094,000 


8,058,000 


SMtta. 

941,000 
1,396,00) 
1,685,000 

147;  000 

30,879,009 
527,000 

306,609 

11,630,080 
4,574,080 

4,797,000 

3,838,000 

717,009 

4,681,000 

43,191,000 

2,696;oaa 

3,<fM,<00 

m.tn 

15,115,000 
4,635,000 
I,3tt,009 
2,756,000 
I,S89,60» 
1,158,000 

14, 3  W,  000 
6,006,000 
1,480,000 
2,5X3,  COO 
2,5J2,«0» 

20,9:2,  noo 

3,515,000 

3,623,000 

1,412,000 

739,001 

10,978,000 

18,489,000 
23,792,000 
20,825,000 

1,219,000 
2,409,000 
(<  169, 000 

1,991,000 
4,379,000 

3,939,000 
5,885,000 
32,978,090 


4,097,000 

2,001,000 

18,000 

l,On,OII9 

i;%O09 
n,94ttoao 

437,6N 

3,20^000 

1,515,000 
3,I22,«it 
1  0831409 

104,000 

II 
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Articles. 


1911 


1915 


Wood,  and  manulactiins  o(:                                                                                 i  RuHt:  . 

Lnmber  and  timber lO.OW.OOO 

FItewood 2,986,000 

UanofBotoies 7,040,000 

Toniets'  and cablnetniakers' wares,  and  (nTDitnn....' '  4,192.000 

Wool  and  manafikctnres  at:  I 

UDOombed,  mispmi 40,037,000 

Combed,  span,  or  twisted 13,305,000 

Ibmulictures  (including  carpets) 11,059,000 

ZIne  in  pigs,  sheets,  etc > I  4,956,000 

AU  other  articles I  39,006,000 

Total „ 939,098,000 


RiMe: 

8,569,000 

6,927.000 

5,0*8,000 

3,328,000 

7,307,000 

1,222,000 

28,648,000 

10,768,000 

19,148,000 


674,138,000 


Tahie  of  K^orts,  b7  Principal  Articles. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  export  over  the  European  and 
Caucasus-Black  Sea  frontiers  of  Russia,  and  to  Finland,  during  the 
last  two  years,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Horses 

Asbestos 

Bone  and  bone  dust 

Bmdstufls: 

Barley 

Bran 

Com 

Floor— 

Rye 

Wbaat 

Oats 

Rye 

Wheat 

BrisUM 

Coal  uid  coke 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Textiles 

flSrs:' 

Flax 

Flax  tow 

Hemp 

Hemp  tow — . 

Fbb  and  lUh  products: 

Cartar 

Fisb 

Fnittsand  berries 

TnrsUns: 

Sheep  and  goat 

Other 

Bidas 

Hofsehair 

India  rubber,  monufao- 

toresof 

Iron  and  steel,  mamifaf- 
tnrasof: 
Iron,  cast  and  malle- 
able  

llBCbinery  and  parts. 

Ore,  Iron 

RaOi 

Other 

Uather 

Mtnrnnme  ore 

Meaf  and  dairy  prodocts: 
Dairy  products- 
Butter 

MDk  and  mOk 
products,  ex- 
cept butter.... 

Heat.... 

Poatry  aKri '  pame! '. ! 


1914 


BuiUt. 
12,918,000 
8,455.000 
1,130,000 
1,177.000 

94,374.000 
17,887,000 
12.639.000 

6,501.000 
8,892.000 
14,147,000 
19,277,000 
163,825.000 
6,620,000 
386,000 

32,000 

1,265,000 

58,495,000 

04,266.000 
6,344,000 

11,720,000 
1,168,000 

2,635,000 

1,562,000 
2,157,000 

6,867,000 
6,265,000 
16,346,000 
1,365,000 

5,168,000 


667,000 

1,080.000 

1,630.000 

33,000 

1,054,000 

518.000 
9,336,000 


48,339.000 


1.163,000 
6,876,000 
5,885,000 


1915 


RaiUt. 

5,000 

4.000 

239,000 

841.000 

410.'000 

5,276.000 

65,000 

16,775.000 
14,409,000 
150,000 
■  9,760,000  I 
18,646,000 
4,986.000 
2,760,000 

1,318,000 

907.000 

14,3091000 

31,067,000 

7,677,000 

4,549,000 

531,000 

1,054,000 

785,000 
1,281,000 

875.000 
2,709,000 
6,889,000 

589,000 

1,907,000 


1,608,000 
919,000 


2,318.000 

867.000 

2,331,000 


82,230,000 


273,000 

1,310.000 

688,000 


Articles. 


on  cake 

Oils.mlneral 

Benzine  and  gasoline. 

Kerosene  and  other 
illuminating  oils. . . 

Lubricating  oils 

Solar  oil 

Other :..;.... 

Oils,  vegetable :;;. 

Platinum 

Potato  flour  and  shiroh.. 

Sail, kitchen 

Sausage  casings. 

Seeds: 

Clover 

Unseed 

Vetch 

Other 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 

liquors 

Sugar: 

Raw 

ReOned  

Tobacco,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes. 

I.«Bf 

Other 

Vegetables: 

Lent  its  and  beans :.. . 

Peas 

Other 

Wood,  and  msnnfaetures 
of:  

Beams,  squared 

Boards 

Carpenters'  and  Join- 
ers' wares 

Lumber  (fir,  oak, 
pine,  etc) 

Pit  props  and  pillars. 

Wood  for  making 
matches  and  paper 

ofhef*.'.;.!.".;!;!!;;! 

Wool,  raw 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1914 


Rubles. 
22,570,000 

0,114.000 

10.656.000 

10.053,000 

2, 137.000 

l.US.OOO 

•  -l.fiPi.OOO 

5,686,000 

180,000 

63, (00 

1.483,000 

3,314.000 
8,634,000 
1,177.000 
7,280,000 

2,362,000 

6,229,000 
330,000 


1,124,(X» 

2,454,000 

383,000 

1,540,000 
6,855,000 
1,461,000 


3^900,000 
67,410,000 

2,567,000 

10,428,000 
4,997,000 


12,673,000 
5,388,000 
4,611,000 

32,216,000 


866,104,000 


1916 


Rubltt. 
4,421,000 

213.000 

1,942.000 

414.000 

442.000 

121.000 

1,555.000 

7,632.000 

1,350,000 

1,342.000 

327,000 

1,016,000 

1,159.000 

15,000 

560,000 

1,327,000 

9,877,000 
450,000 


1,356,000 
795,000 
110,000 

521,000 
804,000 
719,000 


163,000 
24,652,000 

1,424,080 

486,000 
329,000 


399,000 

1,872,000 

810,000 

22,124,000 


313,888,000 
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MANXrEACTTJEED  COCOA  AHD  CHOCOLATE  IS  CHILE. 

[CoDBQl  Oeneral  h.  1.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Bept  28.] 

No  cacao  is  grown  in  Chile.  The  imports  of  cacao,  or  erode 
chocolate,  for  the  past  three  years  were  as  follows:  1913,  300,782 
pounds;  1914,  255^01  pounds;  and  1915,  310,387  pounds.  The  prin- 
cipal countries  of  supply  were  Ecuador  and  Peru,  although  in  1918 
63,657  pounds  of  cacao  were  received  from  Germany.  This  article 
is  imported  into  Chile  almost  exclusively  through  the  port  of  Val- 
paraiso. The  principal  purchasers  are  Hucke  Hennanos  y  Cia.,  of 
Valparaiso,  and  McKay  &  Co.,  of  Santiago.  Both  of  tiiese  concerns 
are  bakeries  and  biscuit-makmg  establishments  that  also  prepare 
chocolate  and  cocoa  for  household  use,  make  sweet  bar  chocolate, 
milk  chocolate,  chocolate  candies,  etc. 

Importi  of  Powdered  or  Orouad  CeoM — XaaiifMrtimd  Choeeiate. 

Powdered  or  ground  cocoa  during  the  past  three  years  has  been 
imported  in  the  following  quantities  and  values  from  the  countries 
mentioned : 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

lOlS 

Pounds. 

V»It». 

Poonds. 

Vakie. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Groat  Britain.. 

83,457 
27,148 
4,676 
6490 
22,209 
3,553 
3,652 

816,616 

5,404 

821 

1,292 

4,421 

707 

727 

44,088 
25,894 
1,738 
10, 6U 
41633 
2,497 
2,409 

18,777 

s,va 

346 
2,113 

9oe 

898 
478 

28,796 
660 
1,640 
628 
9,330 
4,189 
S,5S3 

»'?SJ 

306 

Bekium - 

105 

Italy  !:;:::::.;::::::::::::::.::::::::::: 

1,8SB 

United  states 

830 

Other  countries... ............ ..•.•..••... 

60S 

Total 

161,184 

29,987 

91,773 

18,368 

46,475 

9,141 

Imports  of  manufactured  chocolate  in  bars  or  in  powdered  form 
were  as  follows: 


Country. 

1913 

1914 

W5 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

United  States. 

1,400 
19,048 
103,452 
17,638 
163:318 
33,634 
7,263 

$278 
3,784 

20,533 
3,602 

32:477 
41695 
1,441 

9,689 

1,124 

68,804 

107|l78 
9:304 
2,657 

223 

13,688 

?7SB 

21,393 

60S 

1,738 
671 

32,758 
683 

40,8U 

2,222 

133 

t  621 

Belgium „...„.. 

FrODOe 

Germany 

W 

Great  Britain 

^ 

Italy. 

SpSi. 

The  imports  of  manufactured  chocolate,  with  the  countries  of  origin, 
were  as  follows  for  the  past  three  years: 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

ISIS 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Valm. 

Pounds. 

Vabis. 

Onlted  States 

231 

32;  no 

$46 

1,3M 
677 
2,333 
6,38> 
6,379 

4,406 
2^113 
6^^618 
8,7S1 
19,UI 
3<80O 

(88t 

Belgium 

30,115 
7,700 
20,944 
49,461 
39,837 
2,635 

(6,983 
1,642 
4,161 
9827 
7,916 
523 

France 

1,130 
746 

Germany 

OriMt  nrltiiln 

Italy 

I;8oI 

Spain ; 

"1 
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Customs  Duties — ScIUbk  Bimi4s. 

The  duty  under  the  1916  cufitoms  tariff  of  Chile  on  crude  chocolate 
(cacao)  is  $0.0166  United  States  currency  per  pound,  gross  weight, 
and  <Hi  cacao  husks  $0.00825  United  States  currency  per  pound,  gross 
weight.  The  duty  on  manufactured  chocolate  or  cocoa  for  household 
use,  sweetened  or  unsweetened,  is  $0.0825  United  States  currency  per 
pound,  gross  weight. 

The  largest  sale  is  in  imported  unsweeten^  chocolate  and  cocoa 
powders  packed  in  one-fourth,  one-half,  and  1  pound  sealed  tins.  As 
the  duty  on  imported  chocolate  and  cocoa  is  assessed  on  gr(»s  weight, 
the  importation  of  smaller  tins  of  powdered  cliocolate  or  cocoa  would 
be  uneconomical. 

The  best  selling  brands  of  imported  chocolate  and  cocoa  for  house- 
hold use  are  of  British,  Italian,  Swiss,  and  Dutch  manufacture. 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  well  to  add  that  there  are  in  Chile 
a  large  number  of  grocery  and  provision  houses,  both  wholesale  and 
retail,  owned  and  operated  by  Italian,  British,  and  German  mer- 
chant. These  merchants  naturally  handle  the  imported  lines  with 
which  they  are  most  familiar  and,  in  the  case  of  the  importing  whole- 
sale houses,  those  lines  which  are  most  profitably  procurable  in  the 
foreign  market  in  which  they  do  their  general  purchasing. 

Powdered  chocolate  and  cocoa  for  household  use  made  m  the  coun- 
try is  ordinarily  sold  in  bulk  by  weight. 
Prices  of  Cbocolate. 

The  price  of  either  the  imported  powdered  chocolate  or  the  domes- 
tic article  ranges  from  $0.80  United  States  currency  to  $1.  Imported 
or  domestic  cocoa  from  $1.25  to  $1.60  per  pound.  The  prices  of 
either  the  foreign  or  domestic  article  being  approximately  the  same, 
according  to  grade. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  retail  price  of  powdered  chocolate  or 
cocoa  with  accuracy,  as  Chilean  currency  is  subject  to  wide  fluctua- 
tions. For  example,  the  best  grade  of  domestic  powdered  chocolate 
was  sold  one  year  ago  for  $6  Chile  paper  per  pound.  The  price 
to-day  in  Chile  paper  is  the  same,  but  whereas  a  year  ago  the  value 
in  United  States  currency  of  $6  Chile  paper  was  about  $0.87,  their 
present  valuation  is,  more  or  less,  $1.06. 

lA  Mst  of  the  principal  importing  grocers  in  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  wlio  may 
be  interested  in  pnretiaslng  American  cbocolate  or  cocoa  can  be  obtained  at  tlie 
Boreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  81366.] 


FBEE  DIPOBTATION  OF  F00DSTTJEF8  INTO  HEZICO. 

Tlie  Department  of  State  has  received  a  telegram  from  the  special 
representative  of  American  interests  at  Mexico  City  stating  tliat  a 
decree  of  the  Carranza  government,  dated  October  27  and  published 
the  f(^owing  day,  p^mits  the  free  importation  of  the  following 
articles:  Lard,  rice,  barley,  lentils,  beans,  peas,  garbanzos   (chick 

C),  habas  (beans),  and  other  grains  not  herein  specified,  sugar, 
—■s  of  oats,  oarley,  rye,  com,  wheat,  and  sago. 
The  decree  will  remain  in  effect  from  November  1, 1916,  until  Feb- 
ruary 28, 1917,  inclusive. 
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SEEKING  ACCTTSACY  IN  HEASUBEMENTS. 

An  investigation  was  made  recently  by  an  employee  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Standards,  while  in  the  State  of  Maine,  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  manufacturers  of  barrels  in  a  section 
of  the  State  visited  were  complying  with  the  recent  act  of  Congress 
establishing  a  standard  barrel  for  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  dry 
commodities.  The  result  of  this  investigation  shows  that  the  manu- 
facturers visited  are,  almost  without  exception,  making  every  effort 
to  comply  with  the  law,  and  the  variations  from  the  standard  dimen- 
sions found  are  within  reasonable  tolerances. 

In  other  instances  the  bureau  has  furnished  information  to  those 
who  were  seeking  accurate  measurements  of  various  sorts.  Reports 
were  submitted  to  the  State  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  of  Illi- 
nois and  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  Chicago  on  an 
investigation  recently  conducted  by  the  bureau  for  the  pnrjKige  of 
ascertaming  the  accuracy  of  gasoline-measuring  pumps  in  use  in  tiiat 
State.  Reports  covering  similar  work  in  Pennsylvania  are  to  be 
submitted  to  the  authorities  of  that  State  soon. 

Specifications  for  a  scale  for  weighing  paper  for  use  in  the  Division 
of  Supplies  of  the  Department  of  ODmmerce  were  furnished.  Specifi- 
cations for  a  large  automatic  scale  to  be  used  in  a  warehouse  of  a 
tobacco  manufacturer  in  New  York  City  were  furnished  upon 
request.  Information  was  given  a  patentee  in  regard  to  a  device  for 
the  measurement  of  molasses  in  tanks,  and  to  a  garage  company  in 
regard  to  the  care  and  testing  of  gasoline  pumps. 


AMEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 


Bzpln- 
tlonot 
TMme. 


Address. 


Flke,  Wffltam  J 

Gracey,  Wilbur  T 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Cbamberlln,  Qeorge  E. 
Spabr,  Herman  L 

Winsloir,  Edward  D . . 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Albert,  Talbot  J 

Wllrlch,  Ccbhard 

Weddoll,  Alexander  W 
Bauson,  George C. . ,. . 


St.  Oall,  Swltxerland. 
Sevtlle,  Spain 


Port    Limon,    Costa 

RIoa. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 


Qeorgetown,  OuJana. . 
Uontevideo,  Urognay. 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 

Hamburg,  Oermany 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon  .. 

Hanover,  Germany. 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athens,  Greece 

Swatow,  China 


Nov.    I 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  25 
Nov.  18 


Dec.  U 
Dec.     1 


Dec.  11 

Dec.     1 

Dec.  2S 

..do..... 
..do..., 
Dec.  30 
..do.... 


Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  OiSce,  Bureau  of  Fonip 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  W), 
Customhooae,  New  York  City,  Nev. 
1-7. 

SI  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugerties,  Ulster  Comity,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Ofo  District  Office,  Bureau  of  ronkP 

and  Domestic  Commnoe.  Room  Wi 

Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Oct.  B- 

Nov.  1. 
C/o  District  OiEoe,  Bureau  of  Fonlga 

and  Domestis  Gommatoe,  BOt  FMMw 

Building,  CbicagOLlll. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty^seoood 

8  -  ~       -         -t      -    .  ~_ 

127 

Ky.,  until  Nov.  10. 
Department  of  State,  Washingtco,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
12>  Uain  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


Street  and  Broadway,  New  YorkODtf. 
!7  West  Ormsby  Avenue,  LooIitIII^ 
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PAPEB  FACTOBT  AT  TCHEANIOOTEA,  SIBEBIA. 

IVlce  CoDEOI  H.  F.  Newbard,  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  liussta,  Sopt  22.] 

According  to  the  Dalekaya  Okraina  of  August  29,  1916,  the  paper 
f«ct<Mr7  at  Tchemigovka,  Maritime  Province,  is  constructed  of  wood 
received  from  the  Government  sawmill  at  Sviagino  and  from  the 
local  forests.  The  factory  covers  an  area  of  17^00  square  feet,  and 
the  eqaipment  consists  of  the  following: 

Machinery  section — one  boiler  installed,  and  a  second  one  being 
installed. 

Tub  section;  whejre  straw  is  boiled — four  tubs  in  commission,  and 
four  others  not  yet  in  commissiMi. 

Roller-box  section,  where  straw  is  ground  into  pulp  and  passes  to 
the  press  machine — two  rollers  in  commission;  two  others  are  for 
the  manufacture  of  wrapping  paper. 

Tlie  water  tank  for  the  entire  building  is  situated  in  the  roller-box 
section.  In  the  main  building  are  two  straw-pulp  receiving  tubes 
through  which  the  pulp  jpasses  to  the  machinery.  Only  one  machine 
for  making  pasteboard  is  in  operation.  The  foundation  for  the 
wrapping-paper  machinery  has  been  laid.  The  press  is  in  operation 
in  the  same  room.  The  factory  has  a  steam  dry  kiln  for  pasteboard. 
Pasteboard  is  now  manufactured  in  only  one  surface  size  m  different 
thicknesses.  The  boiler  is  wood  heated,  b«t  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a 
generator  before  winter. 

The  factory  was  opened  on  July  28,  1916.  The  daily  production 
has  been  about  1,800  pounds  of  pasteboard.  The  samples  delivered 
proved  to  be  satisfactory,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  good  demand  will 
be  created  for  it  in  the  local  market.  There  are  employed  in  the  fac- 
tory 8  women  at  $9,  and  20  men  at  $12.60  to  $15,  per  month. 

The  Tchernigovka  factory  will  undoubtedly  be  foUowed  by  others. 
Paper  mills  producing  the  higher  grades  could  be  operated  in  this 
district  if  the  investors  would  be  satisfied  with  moderate  returns, 
which  would  create  opportunities  for  larger  profits  in  other  under- 
takings. 

Brazilian  Lumber  Seeks  American  Market. 

A  lumber  dealer  in  Para,  Brazil,  desires  to  get  in  touch  with 
American  importers  of  lumber,  especially  of  cedar  and  "  pau  rosa." 
The  latter  is  used  for  making  piano  cases,  and  also  perfumery  from 
the  extract  obtained  by  crushing  it.  The  address  of  the  dealer  can 
be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  79896. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTnElEAIT  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DI8TBICT  OFnCKS. 

low  TOBK:  Bo«ai  4W,  CiitOBkoiw. 
BWrrOK:  1801  CntoiBkMW. 
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ti  MS  Baarr  BalMlv. 
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AHEBICAN  TEABE  FBOMOTIOH  IN  VENEZUELA. 

A  trade  opportunity  sent  in  February,  1916,  from  the  La  Guaira 
consulate  in  Venezuela  has  resulted  in  the  signing  of  a  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  .$50,000  worth  of  American  jewelry  each  year  for 
three  years,  in  addition  to  sales  of  considerable  value  which  already 
have  been  made.  The  contract  involves  business  which  formerly 
went  entirely  to  Europe.  Consul  Homer  Brett  also  reports  that  39 
American  firms,  whose  addresses  have  been  published  in  trade-promo- 
tion work  at  La  Guaira,  are  known  to  have  obtained  business  con- 
nections and  to  be  selling  various  commodities  regularly. 


HIQHEB  BATES  FOB  LYON'S  SILE-CONBITIONnro  HOUSE. 

[Carltoo  Hurst,  clerk,  American  consulate,  Lyon,  France,  Oct.  0.] 

Lyon's  silk-conditioning  house,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  impor- 
tant of  its  kind  in  the  world,  has  modified  its  tariff  on  account  of  the 
increased  cost  of  raw  products,  and  especially  of  combustibles.  The 
new  schedule  went  into  effect  on  October  1, 1916. 

The  operation  of  analyzing  silk  includes  a  qualitative  and  a  quan- 
titative chemical  analysis.  The  tariff  for  the  former  has  not  been 
changed  and  remains  at  10  francs  ($1.93),  whereas  the  latter  has  been 
increased  from  4  francs  ($0.77)  to  6  francs  ($1.16).  The  increase 
was  due  largely  to  the  great  scarcity  and,  when  procured,  to  the  high 
price  of  certain  chemicals  necessary  to  test  and  analyze  various 
qualities  of  silk. 

Tariff  for  Weighing  Bales  TTnohanged. 

The  tariff  for  weighing  bales  or  boxes  upon  arrival  at  the  con- 
ditioning house  remains  unchanged  and  is  regulated  as  follows:  Up 
to  220  pounds  gross  weight,  $0.04;  above  220  pounds,  per  50  pounds 
or  fractions  thereof,  $0.01. 

Formerly  bales  and  boxes  were  weighed  irrespective  of  gross 
weight,  net  weight,  or  with  plain  textile  covering  and  were  suDJect 
to  the  same  tariff  rates.  The  chamber  of  commerce  of  this  city,  how- 
ever, found  it  expedient  to  submit  each  operation  to  a  special  tariff 
which  is  rated  according  to  the  time  needed  by  the  conditioning  house 
to  weigh  and  issue  guaranty  certificates. 

(A)  Gross  weight:  The  former  tariff  is  changed  only  in  one  in- 
stance : 


Oross  weight. 


Up  to  51  kilos  (112  pounds) 

From  51  to  61  kilos  (112  to  IM  pounds) 

01  to  71  kilos  (13t  to  156  pounds) 

71  to  81  kilos  (1%  to  178  pounds) 

81  to  91  kilos  (178  lo  200  pounds) 

91  lo  101  kilos  (200  10  222  pounds) 

101  to  121  kilos  (222  to  2(i«  pounds) 

12110  151  kilos  (266  to  332  pounds) 

161  to  201  kilos  (332  to  «2  pounds) 

aoi  and  above  (442  pounds) 

The  rates  as  quoted  will  be  temporarily  applied  to  bales  of  cotton 
and  wool  as  well.  The  tare  will  be  deducted  from  the  gross  weight 
as  given  on  the  bill  of  lading. 
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(B)  Weighing  bales  with  plain  textile  casing — raw  Chinese,  Jap- 
anese, and  tussah  silk  in  original  packing— and  (C)  net  weight: 


Wciehts. 


TarUI  par  bale. 

Old. 

New. 

to.u 

to.  23 

.17 

.28 

.21 

.32 

.14 

.27 

.16 

.30 

.17 

.34 

.19 

.38 

.21 

.42 

.S 

.46 

.25 

.50 

.25 

.55 

WITH  TEXTILE  CASINO. 


Up  to  131  poimds  par  bale. 

m  to  143  pounds 

l41tal87pMiDds 


KBT  WSIOIIT. 


Up  to  51  kilos  (113  pounds) 

51  to ei  kflos  (112  to  134 poonds}... 
CI  to  n  kilos  (134  to  156  potinds). . . 
71  to  81  kilos  (156  to  178  pounds) . . . 
.SI  to  01  kilos  (173  to  200  pounds). . . 
81  to  101  kiks  (200  to  mpottnOs) . 
101  to  121  kflos  (222  to  366  pounds). 
121  to  151  kilos  (286  to  332  ponnds). 


Sates  with  Bespect  to  Packiiig  Material. 

The  net  weight  is  not  calculated  above  151  kilos  (332  pounds). 
The  tariff  rates  with  respect  to  packing  material  are : 


rackins  material. 

Tariib  per  1>ale. 

racking  material. 

Tarlils  par  babi 

Old. 

New. 

Old. 

New. 

.Uiatic  silks  in  original  straw 

tlian  85  kiku  (1S7  ponnds). . 

Raw  silks,  witbout  special 

pacUnz  snd  wekbing  not 

more  than  100  kilos  (220 

to.  19 

.38 
.77 

to.  28 

.58 

M5| 

Raw  silics,  witti  paper  lining, 
surplus  per  bale 

to.  38 
.38 
.38 

to  58 

Raw  siUo,  with  hemp  bind- 
ing, surplus  per  bale 

Raw  silks,  in  skeins,  surplus 

.58 
.58 

BawsUks,wiUispecial  double 

cnsin£ 

In  addition  to  the  amendments  quoted  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  this  city  has  proposed  certain  modifications  with  respect  to  the 
operations  of  drying,  weighing,  and  ungumming  silk,  which  have 
been  placed  before  the  French  Government  for  its  approval.  The 
date  for  these  changes  to  go  into  effect  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

[Textile  Mercury,  Manchester,  England.] 

Six  Jfontlu'  Becord  of  SlUc  KaAufactarlBg. 

The  French  customs  returns  of  exports  of  silk  goods  during  the 
first  half  of  1916,  as  reported  by  the  British  consul  at  Lyon,  give  the 
total  value  as  210,960,000  francs  ($40,716,438) ,  compared  with  158,- 
377,000  francs  ($30,566,761)  and  206,911,000  francs  ($39,933,823),  re- 
spectively, for  the  corresponding  periods  in  1915  anci  1914.  As  com- 
pared wiw  the  first  six  months  of  1915  there  was  tbns  an  increase  of 
more  than  60,000,000  francs  in  the  first  half  of  this  year,  and  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  4,000,000  francs,  compared  with  the  correspond- 
inff  six  mcmtfas  of  1914.  The  fact  that  the  export  trade  was  con- 
sidered prosperous  in  the  last-mentioned  period  is  evidence,  even 
when  the  rise  in  prices  is  discounted,  of  the  recovery  from  the  effects 
of  the  war  which  the  Lyon  silk-manufacturing  industry  has  made. 
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While  pongees,  tus^ahs,  and  ribbons  of  pure  ^k  Aov!  a  marked 
falling  on  as  compared  with  1915  and  1914,  practically  everv  other 
item  in  the  table  of  French  silk  exports,  notably  ribhwms  of  mixed 
silk,  velvets,  and  trimmings,  ganzes,  cr^pons,  muslins,  and  articles 
of  artificial  silk  show  considerable  increases.  Silk  goods  sent  by 
parcel  post,  the  value  of  which  in  normal  years  is  about  25,000,000 
francs  ($4,825,000),  continued  to  show  a  decline  on  the  figures  for 
the  first  half  of  1914. 

As  regards  the  destination  of  these  exports  of  silk  goods,  statistics- 
show  that,  with  the  exception  of  Great  Britain  and  Switzerland,  ex- 
ports to  which  declined  as  compared  with  1914,  every  countrj'  con- 
tributed to  the  increase,  exports  to  the  United  States,  Spain,  and 
South  America  showing  the  largest  increases,  namely,  150,400,  and 
830  per  cent,  respectively,  over  the  exports  in  the  first  half  of  1914. 


AGBICUITUBAL  IMPIEHEKTS  IS  BAHIA,  BBAZIL. 

[Special  Agent  F.  H.  von  Hotz.]   - 

The  State  of  Bahia,  although  producing  one-third  of  the  world's 
cacao  and  as  much  tobacco  as  the  entire  Island  of  (^uba,  is  far  behind 
the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  in  the  use  of  agricultural  implements  and 
farm  machinery.  The  land,  after  the  forest  growth  has  been  re- 
moved and  burned,  is  broken  up  and  pulverized  to  provide  for  a  seed 
bed  for  crops.  The  only  implement  used  is  an  adze-shaped  hoe. 
which  does  the  service  of  both  plow  and  cultivator,  as  occasion  may 
demand. 

Much  of  the  land  in  the  State  of  Bahia  is  too  steep  to  permit  the 
use  of  horse-drawn  implements,  and  the  cut-over  timberlands,  with 
the  stumps  still  protruding,  do  not  invite  the  use  of  labor-saving 
implements  just  now,  but  when  more  of  the  unoccupied  lands  have 
been  taken  up  and  as  land  generally  increases  in  value  the  time  will 
surely  come  when  the  use  of  walking  plows,  disk  plows,  and  orchard 
cultivators  will  be  necessary  and  when  they  will  be  sought  by  Bahian 
farmers. 

CANNED  GOODS  IN  NEW  BBUNSWICZ. 

[ConBul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Oct.  17.] 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  grocery  houses 
in  this  consular  district  informs  the  American  consulate  that  there 
exists  at  present  in  this  market  a  shortage  of  canned  corn  and  canned 
tomatoes.  Canadian  suppliers  of  these  commodities  have  run  behind 
on  their  orders  and  there  is  little  probability  of  their  being  able  to 
meet  the  demand  for  some  time  to  come. 

Prices  on  canned  goods  of  the  classes  indicated  have  been  advanc- 
ing steadily  for  several  months,  and  it  is  now  felt  by  dealers  that  they 
can  make  imports  frcwn  the  United  States,  pay  the  duty  and  freights, 
and  still  be  able  to  supply  the  trade  at  figures  now  prevailing.  The 
Canadian  duty  on  both  com  and  tomatoes  in  cans  is  1^  cents  per 

found,  weight  of  container  included  with  contents,  plus  a  war  tax  of 
I  per  cent,  which,  however,  applies  only  to  canned  tomatoes. 

[The  names  of  the  wholesale  Rrocers  Inierfsted  may  be  obtained  from  tlie 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperattve 
offlces.    Refer  to  file  No.  81336.] 
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SEVELOPHENT  OF  CAITASIAN  POBT  OF  KDrOSTON. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Oct  11.] 

The  completion  of  the  fine  causeway  between  Kingston  and  Barrie- 
field,  affording  greater  wharfage  to  the  city  and  protection  to  the 
inner  harbor,  will  aid  in  the  rapid  development  of  Kingston  into  one 
of  tile  important  commercial  cities  of  the  Dominion.  The  dry  docks 
have  had  more  than  enoi^h  to  do,  and  the  same  conditions  prevail 
in  the  other  industries  of  the  city.  With  the  opening  of  the  new 
Welland  Canal,  which  will  increase  the  "trade  at  this  port  both  east 
and  west,  Kingston  may  be  made  one  of  the  National  ports. 

A  company  has  been  organized  to  run  a  line  of  steamers  between 
Kingston  and  Ottawa.  As  American  capital  develops  the  mineral 
resources  of  this  consular  district,  the  demand  for  shipping  tonnage 
is  greater.  The  port  also  has  gradually  become  a  distributing  center 
for  American  coal,  supplying  almost  the  whole  of  the  eastern  part 
of  this  Province  as  well  as  ships  plying  between  Montreal  and  the 
Ch-eat  Lakes. 
Imports  of  Goods  from  TTnited  States. 

The  United  States  now  leads  all  other  countries  in  shipments  of 
goods  to  the  importers  and  merchants  of  this  consular  district.  On 
the  other  hand  the  export  trade  of  the  district  has  grown  from 
$800,000  in  1914  to  more  than  $2,000,000  this  year. 

Navigation,  in  former  years  declared  officially  closed  on  November 
1,  is  now  kept  open  until  the  end  of  the  j'ear  for  the  transportation 
from  the  Great  Lakes  of  grain  which  is  transferred  from  larger  ves- 
sels to  smaller  ones  at  this  point  in  order  to  pass  through  the  canals 
to  Montreal. 

When  the  proposed  improvement  at  Oswego  Harbor  has  lieen 
made  a  passenger  line  in  all  probability  will  be  inaugurated  between 
that  port  and  Kingston.  Efforts  are  being  put  forth  both  by  the 
Canadian  and  Provincial  Governments  to  improve  the  harbor  con- 
ditions of  this  city. 

Market  Wanted  for  Hair  and  Bristles. 

The  American  consul  at  Dairen,  Manchuria,  has  transmitted  the 
name  of  a  person  in  his  district  who  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  purchasers  of  cattle  and  horse  hair  and  pig  bristles  of 
Manchurian  and  Mongolian  origin.  The  inquirer,  whose  address 
can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No,  80686, 
operates  a  bone-dust  and  glue  factory,  using  American  machinery. 


Imports  of  Hardware  into  Foreign  Countries. 

Statistics  were  recently  compiled  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  from  the  official  returns  of  the  respective  coun- 
tries, showing  the  imports  of  certain  kinds  of  hardware  into  British 
India,  Japan,  China,  Straits  Settlements,  Federated  Malay  States, 
Siam,  Ceylon,  and  Chosen,  and  the  principal  countries  of  origin. 
These  statistics  can  be  examined  at  the  bureau.    Refer  to  file  No.  162, 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OFFOBTUinTIES. 

Reserved  addressps  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnresn  and  Its  diatrlet  ofliees.  Bequest 
for  eacb  opportanity  sbould  bo  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunity  namber. 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlBg 
-  of  foreign  inquirers  ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  ail  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Cutlery 22851 

Dyestuffs 22845 

Formaldehyde 22841 

Gems,  precious 2284S 

Hardware,  small—" 22851 

Leather,  patent 22843 

Leather,  shoe 22844 

Looms 22849 

Machinery,    paper 22846 

Machinery,  shoe  factory 22844 

Machinery,  spinning 22849 

Machinery,    tanning 22844 

Office  supplies 22842,  22844 

Paper 22844 


Paper  bags 22847 

PencU* 22861 

Pianos 22850 

Pipes  and  piping 22840 

Pomps 22840 

Bnsnrs 22843 

Shoe  findings 22844 

Stationery  supplies 22842 

Stones,    precious 22843 

Tanks,  water 22840 

tinderwcar 22848 

Watches 22843 

Windmills 22840 

Writing  materials 22842 

22840.t — A  man  in  Venezuela  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  pumps,  windmills,  pipes  and  piping,  and  water  tanla. 

22841.t — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Canada  wishes  to  be  placed  In  toucli  witli 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  formaldeliyde. 

22842.* — A  luercliant  in  Spain  desires  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of 
writing  materials  and  office  supplies.  Correspondence  in  English.  Refer- 
ences. 

22843.t — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  witli 
American  manufacturers  of  watches,  including  wrist  watches,  and  razors, 
patent  leather  for  shoes,  etc.  The  firm  is  also  in  a  position  to  export  pre- 
cious gems  and  rough  stones  for  mechanical  purposes. 

22844. t — A  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  represent  the  following  American  lines :  Shoe 
findings,  leather  and  machinery  for  shoe  factories  and  tanneries,  paper, 
and  office  supplies  and  appliances.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

22845.t — A  business  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  firms  inter- 
ested In  the  exportation  of  dyestuffs  to  that  country.    References. 

22846.t — ^A  merchant  In  Brazil  asks  the  Bureau  for  the  names  of  factories  mak- 
ing machines  for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Catalogues  and  price  lists 
are  desired. 

22847.* — A  business  man  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  desires  to  represent  an 
American  manufacturer  of  paper  bags.  Initial  requirements :  One  hundred 
thousand  chenp-grnde  manila  paper  bags.  Correspondence  In  English. 
References. 

22848.* — A  business  man  In  Norway  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  men's  knit 
underwear,  cotton  and  woolen.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

22849.* — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  spinning  machinery  and  looms.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are 
desired. 

22850.1: — An  established  firm  In  Peru  Is  desirous  of  getting  In  touch  wltli  re- 
sponsible manufacturers  of  pianos  who  are  interested  in  having  an  exclmlTe 
agent  In  that  market. 

22851.* — ^A  firm  in  Russia  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  small 
hardware,  cutlery,  and  pencils.  Correspondence  In  Russian  or  French. 
References. 
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BSmSH  BESTBICTIOITS  OH  EXPOBTS  TO  THE  WKTHHBT.Ainw. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  Oeneral,  London,  Oct,  30.] 

Blockade  axithorities  announce  that  no  further  facilities  will  be 
granted  until  further  notice  for  exportation  to  Holland  of  flax,  linen 
jam  and  thread,  linen  manufactures,  fresh  fruits  other  than  bananas, 
wax  other  than  paraffin  wax. 

{Recent  regulations  in  regard  to  shipments  of  certain  goods  to  the  Nether- 
lands and  Scandinavian  countries  were  pubilsbed  in  C!oumjebce  Befobts  for 
Oct  16.] 

HETHEBLAHDS  BEFOBT  ON  STJPFIIES  OF  TUT. 
[Consul  General  S.  Llstoe,  Rotterdam,  Sept.  30.] 

The  production  of-  Banka  tin  during  June  was  15,524  piculs 
(picul=133i  pounds).  The  production  since  March  has  been  46,587 
piculs,  compared  with  41,664  piculs  in  the  corresponding  months  of 
1915.  The  BiUiton  Co.  during  August  sold  3,783  piculs  at  Batavia 
and  4,620  piculs  at  Singapore.  The  following  statement  shows  the 
position  of  tin  in  Holland  on  September  30, 1916 : 


stocks  of  tin. 

1916 

1915 

1914 

Stocks  of  tin. 

1916 

1915 

1914 

ScpplT  of  spot  In  Sep- 

aiah». 
7,500 

Slab: 
18,338 

51,387 
300 

Dellve'ies  in  9  months: 
Banka 

Steftt. 

18.276 

600 

Slabi. 

107, 7«0 

7,600 

Slabs. 
269,948 
6,000 
51,270 

Banka 

BUIiton 

BUIiton 

Straits 

Stntts            .  .    . 

Stock  In  warehouse  and 

■X'Sfe 

327,218 

51,687 

Sopplr   o(   spot    In   9 
mooths: 

42,500 
500 

107,760 
7,600 

254,988 

6,300 

49,200 

10,400 
300 

Banks 

Biliium 

100 

BUIiton 

Stialts 

540 

Siiaits 

Unsold  stock  (in  hands 
of    the    Netherlands 
Trading  Society)— 

100 

11,240 

310,488 

DeUrMca  fai  September: 

3,685 

18,338 
650 

42,187 
1,600 
1,470 

29,915 

8,831 

BlUlton 

133,122 

Stnils 

45,157 
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AHEBICAB  T.Tr.AT«7.T>jmTT>  IH  WQELS  TEASE. 

The  opportunity  to  become  the  leading  commercial  nation  of  tke 
world  that  now  faces  the  United  States,  and  the  means  by  which  &ii 
pocdtioa  may  be  attained,  were  discussed  Last  evening  by  Dr.  E.  E. 
Pratt,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CommMce,  • 
an  ad<lress  before  the  American  Manufacturers^  Report  Associafi(ffl 
at  its  annual  banquet  in  New  York.  He  expressed  perfect  confidence 
in  the  ability  of  American  manuf  actorers  and  exporters  to  hold  their 
0T»n  in  the  trade  struggle  after  the  war. 


Dr.  Pratt  took  up  the  question  of  the-  posabilitjr  oi  corapetitiMi 
fi-om  European  goods  ia  this,  straggle,  and  stated  that  SDHBetaisff  «{ 
the  future  might  be  seen  by  studyii^  the  past.    Many  facts  vkidk 


might  be  cited^  he  said,  seexoed  to  prove  eonclosiT^  that  wages  ai 
interest  in  Eurf^pe  wwokt  Hdcresise  ceosiderably  in  th«  years  fofiov- 
ing  the  war.  "  If  this  be  true,"  he  said,  "  then  the  wliole  tercl  of 
preces  in  Europe  will  be  higher."  He  woke  at  s(»ae  length  apan  ike 
recent  economic  conference  in  Paris  as  bearing  in  an  important  way 
on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  belligerent 
countrres.    In  the  c«mrse  of  that  discussioB  he  said : 

This  cottfereace  dealt  at  length  and  In  some  detail  with  ectmomfc  cowMtiow 
which  the  raritms  nations  wish  to  briny  abont  at  tie  eteee-  of  the  war.  If  «•«* 
au  alliance  actually  comes  into  existence,  thi»e  Is  b»  doobt  tkat  a  simHar 
iilUance  wUl  be  found  among  those  powers  now  on  the  other  side.  We  antld- 
IMite,  therefore,  tAvo  general  economic  groups  In  Earoiie  buIMtHg  up  barriers 
against  the  nations  now  opposed  to  them.  This  wonW  leare  the  newtra!  natiMB' 
of  the  world,  and  especially  the  Unitetl  States,  in  a  peculiar  position.  We  wo«M 
probably  not  receive  the  most  favorable  treatment  from  either  side,  nor  am  I 
inclined  to  believe  that  we  wonM  suffer  firam  aay  special  dlscriaiin&tion.  It  is 
unlikely  that  any  of  tlie  nations  of  Europe  will  willingly  handicap  themselves 
by  depriving  themselves  of  the  raw  materials,  the  macWnery,  the  labor-saving 
devices,  aiul  the  caitltal  wtiicU  they  will  need  Unmedi&tely  after  the  war  and 
which  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  only  from  the  United  States.  However,  these 
economic  alliances  and  their  possible  effect  npoa  the  fatare  trade  of  the  tfaaed 
States  mtis<  be  serioosly  eonstdored. 

Importaat  Xeasares  ITecessary  to  Xalataia  Pasittea. 

lie  said  that  the  United  States  must  undertake  several  important 
measures  if  it  was  to  maintain  its  present  prominent  position  in  fte 
commercial  world.  There  were  certain  things  for  the  Governjnent 
to  do,  and  other  things  for  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  do.  He 
cmpliasized  as  tlie  lirst  iind  perhaps  most  important  point  the  neces- 
sity of  getting  a  new  point  of  view  on  the  tariff.  "  It  is  not  sdS- 
cient,"  he  said,  "  that  we  sbotild  have  a  protective  tariff,  a  taril  for 
revenue  only,  or  free  trade.  We  should  look  apon  the  tariff  «s  an 
aid  in  building  up  trade.  We  shoold  certainly  not  look  upon  the 
tariff  as  a  barrier  to  trade.  We  would,  it  seems  to  me,  he  seriouslj 
hampering  our  future  as  one  of  the  great  industrial  and  commercial 
powers  of  the  world  if  we  set  up  the  tariff  merely  as  a  barrier  to  tiie 
exchange  of  products  between  this  country  and  other  countries.  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say  that  dturing  the  period  of  developm^t 
through  which  we  have  passed  such  a  tariff  policy  has  bcoi  a  ■»- 
taken  one.  I  will,  however,  undertake  to  say  tiaa.%  at  present  8Mb  a 
view  of  the  tariff  is  incompatible  with  the  podttion  which  we  BOW 
occupy  and  would  have  serious  consequence  ia  the  development  of  the 
United  States  as  a  world  power.  What  we  need  is  a  bargshnng  tof»* 
which  would  enable  us  to  get  the  maximum  advantage  in  iutema- 
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tionaJ  ti-ade.  Provisioii  for  such  a  consideration  of  the  tariff  has 
been  made  in  the  act  creating  the  new  tariff  commission."  Dr.  Pratt 
continued : 

A  subject  closely  related  to  the  tariff  is  tliat  of  couiniercial  treaties.  We 
liave  l)een  baclcward  In  the  matter  of  negotiating  commercial  treaties  with  the 
principal  nations  of  the  world.  We  should  not,  however,  be  too  hasty  in  criti- 
cising ourselves  for  not  making  greater  progress  in  this  matter.  We  should 
remember  at  this  time  that  we,  the  United  States,  broke  the  best  trade  treaty 
that  any  nation  ever  had  with  the  country  which  is  undoubtedly  our  most 
promlslog  market.  Did  we  hear  any  great  outcry  from  the  business  com- 
manity?  I  have  searched  the  flies  of  our  business  publications,  and  I  find  that 
the  matter  received  only  scant  and  passing  notice.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
saying  that  such  a  trade  treaty  with  Russia  could  not  be  broken  to-day,  and 
that  it  would  not  have  been  broken  if  our  business  community  had  appreciated 
the  everlasting  harm  It  would  do  to  our  commercial  relations  with  Russia.  As 
soon  as  the  nations  of  Europe  are  able  to  give  this  matter  attention,  we  should 
be  prepared  to  negotiate  commercial  treaties.  Here  again  the  tariff  commission 
has  been  given  certain  specific  duties. 

One  very  important  step  In  the  development  of  our  foreign  trade  remains  to 
be  taken.  I  refer  to  the  passage  of  a  measure  which  will  permit  our  manufac- 
turers to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  developing  foreign  trade.  This  will  put 
OUT  manufacturers  on  a  basis  similar  to  that  of  the  manufacturers  and  export- 
ers of  other  countries,  and  will  enable  us  perhaps  more  than  any  other  one 
thing  to  meet  effectively  the  growing  centralization  of  economic  resources  in 
"Saiope. 

HEW  SWISS  COTTON-TBASE  BEGVLATIONS. 

[CoDBtil  Walter  H.  Scbulz,  Berne,  Get  0.1 

American  cotton  manufacturers  and  exporters  will  be  interested 
in  the  new  regulations  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Council  by  which  the 
Pohtical  Department,  actinjg  upon  recommendations  of  a  commis- 
si(Mi,  will  fix  maximum  prices  in  the  cotton  trade,  and  especially 
those  for  raw  cotton,  cotton  yam,  thread,  tissue,  and  other  cotton 
goods. 

The  Swiss  imports  of  raw  cotton  in  1915  amounted  to  35,016  tons, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  22,040  tons  will  be  the  quantity  for  1916. 
The  needs  f  9r  1917  are  120,000  bales  of  American  cotton  and  40,000 
bales  Egyptian. 

In  order  that  the  trade  may  be  regulated  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  a  central  oflBce  will  be  created  in  Zurich^  which,  together 
with  the  commission,  will  cooperate  with  the  Political  Department. 
The  most  important  branches  of  the  textile  industry  and  trade  will 
be  represented  by  the  commission.  Both  the  commission  and  the 
central  office  will  be  subordinate  to  the  Political  Department. 
Central  Office  and  Commission  to  Enforce  Regulations. 

After  maximum  prices  have  been  fixed,  and  regulations  governing 
the  cotton  trade  promulgated  by  the  Political  Department,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  central  office  and  the  commission  to  enforce  them, 
and  to  confiscate  goods,  when  necessary,  for  infractions. 

After  the  regulations  have  become  operative  any  transactions 
which  may  be  contrary  to  the  regulations  are  to  be  considered  null 
and  void.  If  more  than  maximum  prices  are  charged,  the  transaction 
is  to  be  considered  closed  at  the  maximum  fixed  prices.  Differences 
that  may  arise  relative  to  the  interpretation  of  the  regulations  are  to 
be  settled  through  the  commission,  and  not  by  regular  legal  pro- 
ceedings. 
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mTEmrAL^MWBnsnow  mauve  nmnu  ro  jabas. 

[Vice  Consul  E.  B.  DIckover,  Kobe,  Sept.  1.1 

The  use  of  internal-combustion  marine  motors  in  Japan,  up  to  tHe 
present  time,  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  engines  suitable  xor  passok- 
ger  launches  and  fishine  boats ;  to  heavy-duty^  slow-speed,  modoato- 
power  engines,  preferably  buiit  to  born  kerosene  or  ppodnoer  gw. 
Small  pleasure  launches,  using  high-speed  gasoline  engines  of  3  to 
10  horsepower,  are  found  in  Tokyo  and  the  various  ports,  but  the 
number  of  such  launches  in  use  is  much  smaller  in  proportion  to 
population  than  in  the  United  States. 
IftunshM  Provide  CiMap  Traatpoitatton. 

The  Japanese  were  quick  to  realize  the  value  of  the  cheap  trans- 
portation afforded  by  the  use  of  launches  on  the  rivers  arid  canals  of 
the  larger  cities,  la  Tokyo,  laimches  with  two  or  Uiree  traikn 
maintain  regular  service  up  the  Sumida  River  and  certain  csuuls. 
They  are  operated  by  motors  burning  producer  gas  generated  from 
coke.  In  a  similar  service  in  Yokohama  the  launches  utilize  semi- 
Diesel,  kerosene-burning  engines.  There  are  also  several  laimcbes 
plying  between  the  mainland  and  the  ranaller  islands  of  the  Inland 
Sea.  The  number  of  passenger  launchesj  however,  is  relatively  small, 
and,  in  view  of  the  rapid  development  in  street  railway  transporta- 
tion in  the  cities,  it  is  not  likely  tnat  the  number  will  be  increased  to 
any  extent  in  the  future. 

By  far  the  greatest  use  of  marine  engines  is  in  the  fishing  trade. 
As  a  rule,  the  en^nes  are  not  used  on  the  fishing  boats  themselves, 
but  on  vessels  which  visit  the  small  villages  in  certain  districts,  col- 
lect the  fish  from  the  local  fishermen,  and  take  them  to  the  cities. 
These  vessels  are  of  both  Japanese  and  foreign  types,  but  tiie  pre- 
dominant type  is  a  round-bottom  craft,  40  or  50  feet  long,  with  a 
beam  of  12  to  15  feet,  and  a  draft  of  about  3  feet.  Some  are  schooner 
rigged,  but  they  usually  rely  upon  their  engines, 
rgnally  of  European  wr  l*pMie<e  Hake. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  any  one  boat  as  a  standard,  but  in  tbt 
usual  type  the  engines  used  are  slow-speed,  heavy-duty  motors,  2- 
cycle,  with  1  or  2  cylinders,  and  from  20  to  50  brake  horsepower. 
These  motors  are  usually  of  European  or  Japansese  make,  and  bum 
kerosene  or  producer  gas.  The  older  models  have  heated  carbu- 
reters for  the  purpose  of  vaporizing  the  kerosene  and  are  fired  by 
electricity,  but  the  later  types  use  flie  semi-Diesel  system  of  a  h<* 
bulb  and  fuel  injection  for  vaporization  and  ignition.  The  engines 
usually  swing  3-blade  propellers  of  24  to  28  inches  diameter  at 
the  rate  of  about  400  revolutions  per  minute,  and  give  the  vessels  a 
speed  of  7  or  8  knots  an  hour. 

As  many  of  the  bays  and  harbors  of  the  Japanese  co«st  are  very 
shallow  these  fish-collecting  boats  are  often  equipped  with  pro- 
peUers  which  may  be  raised  or  lowered  at  will,  by  means  of  a  tele- 
scopic rear  strut  and  a  univex'sal  joint  on  the  propeller  ^aft  just  aft 
the  stufiing-box,  on  the  exterior  of  the  hull.  The  tunnel-stem  caa- 
stiniction  for  shallow  water,  with  the  propeller  operating  within  an 
inclosed  tunnel,  has  not  yet  been  introduced  into  Japan. 
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Eztenslre  Field  for  Small  Trading:  VesseU. 

Large-size  Diesel  engines  have  not  yet  been  adopted  to  any  great 
extent.  The  innumerable  small  islands  that  make  up  a  large  part  of 
the  Japanese  Empire  offer  an  extensive  field  for  small  trading  ves- 
sels. This  field  is  at  present  occupied  by  small  steamers  and  by 
schooners  of  about  iiOO  tons  dead-weight,  which  depend  upon  their 
sails  alone  for  motive  power.  These  schooners  could  be  advantage- 
ously equipped  with  Diesel  engines  for  auxiliary  power,  but  this  has 
not  yet  been  done,  on  account  of  the  limited  capital  upon  which  the 
owners  of  the  vessels  operate. 

Several  ironworking  firms  have  recently  undertaken  the  manu- 
facture of  marine  engines  in  Japan,  one  of  the  most  important  being 
the  Ik^ai  Iron  Works,  of  Tokyo.  Its  engines  are  of  the  two-cycle, 
semi-Diesel  type  and  range  from  8  to  50  horsepower  in  stock  sizes. 
Larger  motors  are  built  to  order.  Below  30  horsepower  the  engines 
are  single  cylinder;  above  that,  double.  The  engines  have  high  com- 
pression and  ignition  is  effected  by  injecting  the  fuel,  in  the  form  of 
a  spray,  against  a  hot  bulb  in  the  cylinder  head.  Although  the 
system  is  the  same  as  that  used  in  other  countries  in  engines  operating 
on  crude  oil,  the  Ikegai  engines  are  usually  run  on  kerosene  or  other 
light  oils  only. 

Prices  of  Tarlous  Kotors  la  Tokyo. 

The  prices  of  the  motors,  complete  with  reverse  gears,  propeller 
shaft,  propeller,  and  tools,  at  the  factory  in  Tokyo  (pacldng  extra) 
are:  3  horsepower,  $290;  5  horsepower,  |390;  8  horsepower,  $597.50 ; 
10  horsepower,  $672.50;  12  horsepower,  $827.50;  16  horsepower, 
$977.50;  20  horsepower,  $1,222.50;  25  horsepower,  $1,387.50;  30 
horsepower,  $1,575;  40  horsepower,  $2,145;  50  horsepower,  $2,625. 

The  principal  manufacturer  of  producer-gas  marine  engmes  is  the 
Hatsu-do-ki  Seizo  Kabushiki  Kaisha  (Internal  Combustion  Engine 
Manufacturing  Co.),  of  Osaka.  The  engines  produced  by  this  firm 
are  of  the  four-cycle  type,  from  20  to  50  horsepower,  and  of  1  and  2 
cylinders.  The  gas  is  generated  from  coke.  The  prices  are:  20 
horsepower,  $1,620;  25  horsepower,  $1,880;  30  horsepower,  $2,117.50; 
40  horsepower,  $2,585 ;  50  horsepower,  $3,000.  These  engines  are  not 
kept  in  stock,  but  are  manufactured  as  the  demand  arises.  About  50 
per  year  are  produced.  No  small,  high-speed  gasoline  motors  are 
manufactured  in  Japan. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  engines  of  German,  Swedish,  and  English 
makes  have  dominated  the  market,  but  during  recent  years  Japanese- 
made  engines  have  been  gradually  superseding  the  European  motors. 

Few  Pleasure  Launches  In  Operation. 

Japan,  with  its  innumerable  bays,  rivers,  lakes,  and  canals,  would 
seem  to  be  an  ideal  place  for  small  pleasure  launches  and  moderate- 
size  cruisers,  but  in  reality  the  numoer  of  such  boats  is  very  small. 
The  reasons  are  (1)  the  fact  that  the  Japanese  have  not  yet  adopted 
boating  as  a  sport,  (2)  the  high  price  of  motors,  and  (3)  the  high 
Price  of  gasoline.  A  few  Japanese  in  Tokyo  have  equipped  launches, 
uuilt  on  racing  lines,  with  American  motors,  but  the  sport  has  not 
had  an  enthusiastic  reception  among  the  gi«at  mass  of  the  people. 

[Pictures  of  seml-DIesel  enRlnea,  nnd  n  difiRram  of  .'in  atljititnble  propeller 
for  ghallow  water,  all  made  in  Tol<yo,  may  Ik?  iiisi)ected  at  tlie  Biircnn  of  Poreiga 
ana  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  ofllces.    liefer  to  file  No.  80798.] 
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SHIBTS  AHD  COLLABS  IH  AHDAIAI8IA. 

[Conral  Wlllmr  T.  Gracey,   BcTlIIe,  Spaia,  Jose  0.1 

There  is  an  opiJortunity  for  the  introduction  of  American  coQars, 
cnffs,  and  shirts  in  Seville,  if  manufacturers  are  prepared  to  meet 
the  trade  with  satisfactory  prices  and  terms.  The  tvpes  most  popu- 
lar in  Seville  are  those  known  in  America  as  "  box _'  collars.  Tney 
come  under  various  marks,  each  manufacturer  giving  his  brand  a 
particular  trade  name.  A  plate  transmitted  to  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Conmierce  shows  the  various  kinds  of  collars 
sold  in  Seville.    Measurements  are  in  centimeters  of  0.3937  inch  each. 

Various  Classes  of  Collars. 

Form  No.  2,  a  high-standing,  wing-end  collar,  comes  in  a  beigkt 
of  5  by  5^  centimeters.    This  type  does  not  have  a  large  sale. 

Form  No.  3,  high-standing,  straight-end  collar,  also  not  in  great 
demand,  has  a  height  of  5^  by  6^  centimeters. 

Form  No.  4,  another  type  of  high-standing,  straight-end  collar, 
not  in  great  demand,  has  a  height  of  7  centimeters  all  around. 

Form  No.  5,  the  most  popular  type  of  high-standing  dress  collar, 
has  small  wings  with  rounded  comers,  and  a  height  of  5|  centimet«s 
all  around. 

Form  No.  6,  a  low  box  collar  with  open  front,  a  popular  type, 
has  a  height  of  4  centimeters  back  and  front. 

Form  No.  7  (not  shown  in  the  illustration)  is  a  sailor  collar. 

Form  No.  8,  high-standing  dress  collar  without  tabs  (not  par- 
ticularly popular),  has  a  height  of  5  centimeters  all  around. 

Form  No.  10,  regulation  box  collar,  one  of  the  most  popular  forms, 
has  a  height  of  4^  by  5i  centimeters. 

Form  No.  12,  a  high  dress  wing  collar  (not  very  popular) ,  has  a 
height  of  7  by  5^  centimeters. 
Some  of  the  Popular  Types. 

Form  No.  16,  box  collar,  with  close  fitting  fr(M)t,  a  very  popular 
type,  has  a  height  of  5^  centimeters  all  around. 

Form  No.  17,  a  lower  box  collar  with  straight  comers,  a  popular 
form,  has  a  height  of  6  by  5^  centimeters. 

Form  No.  21,  a  very  low  box  collar  with  rounded  comers,  a  popu- 
lar form,  especially  among  older  men,  has  a  height  of  4  centimeters 
all  around. 

Form  No.  25,  a  straight,  liigh  dress  collar,  not  particularly  popu- 
lar, has  a  height  of  6  by  5  centimeters. 

Forms  Nos.  36,  39,  and  40  are  for  boys,  the  first  a  high  wing  col- 
lar, the  second  a  high  box  collar  with  rounded  corners,  and  the  third 
a  slightly  lower  box  collar,  with  roimded  comers.    All  are  popular. 

Two  types  of  coachmen's  collars,  with  "dickies"  attached,  are 
also  shown  in  the  illustrations,  one  with  a  straight  collar  ana  the 
other  with  a  wing  collar,  but  there  is  no  large  sale  for  either  of  these, 
sizes  Xarked  In  Centimeters. 

All  collars  sold  here  come  in  sizes  of  from  34  to  44  centimeters. 
There  are  no  half  sizes. 

As  a  general  rule  collars  sold  in  Seville  are  of  white  linen.  There 
is  little  call  for  fancy  colored  collars,  except  when  they  are  like  the 
shirts  with  which  they  are  worn.    Colored  collars  to  match  the  shirts 
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to  which  they  are  attached,  or  with  which  they  are  sold,  are  hu-gely 
worn  in  Spain.  These  are  usually  of  the  box  tyi>e  or  with  pointed 
ends.  Fancy-fabric  collars  are  not  largely  sold,  hut  those  of  pique 
are  coming  into  use,  and  soft  collars  of  various  fabrics,  including 
silk,  are  seen  in  the  stores  and  are  worn  by  some  of  the  "smart 
dressers. 

Collars  sell  at  retail  at  75  centimos  each  or  8  pesetas  per  dozen, 
and  as  the  present  exchange  is  approximately  5  pesetas  to  the  dollar 
this  makes  collars  at  retail  cost  15  cents  each  or  $1.00  per  dozen. 

Some  houses  sell  as  low  as  50  centimos  per  collar,  or  5.50  pesetas 
per  dozen.    Children's  collars  cost  6  pesetas  per  dozen, 
feme  CoUan  Imported  ttom  England. 

Most  of  the  collars  sold  in  Seville  are  either  locally  made  or  im- 
ported from  Barcelona.  Some  are  also  brought  here  from  England, 
which  seems  to  be  the  only  foreign  country  from  which  they  are 
obtained.  Dealers  state  that  the  majority  of  the  collars  are  locally 
manufactured  hj  the  various  shops  or  shirt  makers.  There  are  no 
Urge  factories  ror  collars,  nor  are  they  produced  in  large  (juantities 
by  the  stores,  whose  output  is  only  sufficiently  large  to  meet  their  own 
retail  trade  or  to  supply  their  branch  houses. 

Wholesale  prices  are  very  difficult  to  obtain,  as  the  dealers  i-egnvl 
their  costs  of  production  as  trade  sec  rets  and  are  loth  to  give  ont 
any  information. 

Biittsli  Types  Predominate  in  the  Shops. 

The  usual  method  of  placing  collars  in  Seville  is  through  travel- 
ing salesmen,  who  make  periodical  visits  to  the  Spanish  cities  from 
the  Barcelona  manufacturers  and  from  England  and  sell  from  sam- 
ples. The  English  styles  are  those  copied  and  sold  in  Spain,  and 
therefore  such  types  of  collars  or  shirts  as  are  seen  in  British  shops 
will  also  be  found  to  be  the  predominating  types  in  Spain,  except 
that  there  will  not  be  so  large  a  number  of  soft  collars  or  sport 
shirts,  especially  in  southern  Spain,  where  dress  generally  is  some- 
what more  formal  than  in  England  or  the  United  States.  Even  in 
Seville,  where  the  temperature  goes  to  120  degrees  in  the  shade  dur- 
ing the  fiunmier  months,  men  seldom  go  about  the  streets  without 
waistcoats  and  are  practically  never  seen,  even  in  the  country,  with- 
out a  coat. 

The  principal  point  to  be  considered  in  this  trade  is  whether 
American  collars  could  stand  the  import  duties,  which  are  somewhat 
heavy  in  Spain. 

T«nni  of  Pajrment  and  7rei{rht  Charges. 

Barcelona  firms  selling  collars  in  Seville  usually  offer  terms  of 
90  days  after  delivery  of  the  goods,  and  importers  from  England 
usually  grant  similar  terms  in  order  to  obtain  the  business.    It  is 

Erobable  that  American  firms  contemplating  entering  the  trade  would 
ave  to  make  similar  concessions. 

It  is  possible  that  with  the  prevailing  high  freight  rates  it  would 
be  impossible  to  do  business  in  Spain  at  present,  but  it  is  believed 
that  an  opportunity  exists  which  might  well  be  worth  investigating 
for  future  business. 

Collars  of  rubber  are  sold  in  Seville  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
various  forms.    Prices  range  from  50  to  80  centimos. 
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Classes  of  SUrts  Chiety  in  Demaod. 

Shirts  with  white  stiff  bosoms  sell  at  3  pesetas  (60  cents)  up,  a 
medium-cjiiality  shirt  costing  10  pesetas  ($2).  Shirts  arc  seen  wrtk 
wide  plaited  bosoms,  6  or  8  plaits;  with  a  single  plait  and  peui 
buttons  with  stiff  cnffs,  and  also  without  crtffs;  white,  with  ttfrned- 
down  collar  and  single  cuffs  attached;  with  turned-down  eoQitr, 
double  cuffs,  pearl  buttons,  and  collar  attadied,  in  white,,  cedars, 
stripes,  figures,  and  flannelettes;  in  stripes  and  figoreg,  with  s 
turned-down  collar  of  the  same  material  and  cuffs  aetacnable;  in 
white,  without  collar  or  cnffs,  but  with  striped  bosoms,  and  in  white 
with  a  number  of  fine  plaits  and  pear!  buttons. 

As  a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that  tbe  cheapest  qraalities  oi 
shirts,  such  as  sell  in  America  at  50. to  60  cents,  cost  here  S  to  5 
pesetas  (CO  cents  to  $1) ;  sliirts  of  better  quality,  approximaiins 
the  $1  American  sliirts,  cost  from  <>  to  10  pesetas  ($1.20  to  $2) ;  saa 
still  better  shirts  cost  approximately  double  what  tliey  would  in  the 
United  States. 

Many  of  those  who  buy  the  better  qualities  of  shirts  here  have 
them  made  to  order.  They  can  be  so  obtained  at  7  to  20  pesetas 
($1.40  to  $4)  each.  Flannel,  flannelette,  piqu6,  and  silk  shirts  are 
more  expensive. 

Keady-made  shirts  usually  have  sleeves,  etc,  made  of  only  ona 
length  for  any  particular  size  of  neck,  and  it  is  therefore  dmcult 
to  fit  all  purchasers,  so  that  the  custom-made  shirt  has  a  larger  sale. 
A  line  of  well-made,  ready-to-wear  shirts,  with  different  sleeve  lengths, 
shmild  find  ready  purchasers  in  Seville,  especially  if  attraetrrely  put 
up  and  displayed. 
Orr^r  Objections  to  Coat  Shirts. 

The  principal  objection  that  has  been  offered  heretofore  to  Ameri- 
can sliirts  is  that  they  are  made  coat  style,  with  which  the  Spani^ 
people  ai-e  not  familiar.   The  older  style  would  obtain  a  readier  sale 

An  American  firm  wishing  to  enter  the  trade  prob«ibly  would  fiad 
it  advantageous  to  make  arrangements  with  sofloe  firm  in  Spain  to 
handle  an  exclusive  agency,  and  send  traveling  men  with  sanplflB 
throughout  the  country.  Such  an  agency  might,  perhaps^  be  hanokd 
from  Seville,  but  at  Barcelona  better,  more  direct,  and  more  frequeni 
steamship  connections  are  available. 

Literature,  catalogues,  etc.,  should  be  in  Spanish,  and  inrices,  if 
quoted  in  pesetas  or  francs,  could  be  compared  more  eadly  mth  thoat 
now  secured  from  Spanish  firms.  Quotations  c.  i.  f.  are  desirabk, 
but  hardly  possible  at  the  present  time,  and  they  should  therefore 
be  f.  o.  b.  Atlantic  seaport.  Quotations  f.  o.  b.  factory  are  mosC 
unsatisfactory  for  this  market. 

mght  Allow  Ferc«n.tage  for  Advertlsiag. 

A  manufacturer  contemplating  building  up  a  bosuieas  ia  Ssua 
might  well  allow  his  agents  a  certain  percentage  on  sales  tar  •drer- 
tismg  purposes,  as  tliis  has  been  found  a  satisi aetory  way  of  \amffKig 
goods  to  the  attention  of  purchasers  in  this  coonlary.  The  iwmI  raeam 
are  by  newspapers,  magazines,  billboards,  ekctric  sigae,  aad  famtam 
slides  at  moving-picture  shows.  The  last-mentionea  fora  «f  adver- 
tising is  particularly  suitable  for  Seville,  as  there  are  many  saeh 
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exhibitions  in  the  city  aquftres  and  parks  during  the  summer  months, 
and  thousands  attend  tiiem  nightly. 

(The  plate  mentioned  in  this  dispatch  upon  which  are  reproduced  various 
types  of  collai-e  may  be  inspected  at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cora- 
nrerce.  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Lists  of  collar  dealers  in  Seville  may 
•too  be  obtained  firom  the  same  offices.    Refer  in  each  case  to  nie  No.  81078.] 


AKE&ICAIT  SAIMOH  IS  NEW  ZEALAITO. 

[Consul  General  Allred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Sept.  22.] 

The  quinnat  sahnon,  so  common  in  the  rivers  of  the  Pacific  coast 
of  North  America,  has  been  successfully  introduced  into  the  rivers 
of  New  Zealand.  They  were  first  introduced  in  1906,  and  fish  have 
been  taken  weighing  32  pounds,  and  they  are  increasing  rapidly 
according  to  a  late  report.  Conditions  are  favorable  and  the  Minister 
of  Marine  is  quoted  as  having  stated  that  his  department  will  secure 
within  the  next  year  specimens  of  New  Zealand  salmon  weighing  as 
much  as  50  pounds. 

New  Zealand  is  noted  for  its  excellent  fresh-water  fish,  its  many 
streams  abounding  with  fine  specimens.  Salt-water  fish  also  are 
plentiful,  which  are  sold  at  a  price  that  puts  them  within  the  reach 
of  everyone.  The  city  of  Auckland  has  established  a  municipal  fish 
market  which  is  very  popular. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  to  supply  the 
Australian  demand  for  salmon,  Which  amounted  to  4,750,000  pounds 
during  1910,  all  of  which  came  from  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  New  Zealand  alone  took  about  1,400,000  pounds 
during  1914. 

The  duty  on  salmon  is  4  cents  per  pound  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  possessions  and  2  cents  additional  from  all  other  countries, 
also  a  war  tax  of  1  per  CMit  from  all  countries. 


LAST  YEAS'S  CBOPS  HT  BT7SSIA. 

(Y«arlMok  of  tbt  Rvsslaa  Ministry  «f  AgrioBltan.) 

The  following  table  shows  the  acreage  and  production  of  the  prin- 
cipal crops  in  Russia  in  1914  and  1915: 


1914 


ArUdes. 


Aeias.         Short  tons. 


1915 


Acres.         Short  tons. 


DAI  Ivy... .......... 

BackwlMM 

Com 

Flaxseed. 

Lantib  and  beans.. 

bteeed 

UBM. 

Oats 

Mm. 

Voatats. 

«»•. 

BMlt 

Wheat 

Total 


90,872,228 
4,8£e.l8e 
4,030,424 
1,584,827 
1,18£.S21 
9,880.086 
7,986,947 

48,670,840 
2,270,047 
9,408,442 

09,217,810 
633,080 

75,025,770 


9,672.660 

910.280 

2,271.090 

410.930 

268.950 

604.960 

2,064.000 

14,138.860 

151.900 

28,942,880 

23,246,500 

128,640 

22,378,660 


29, 748,  oa 
4,429,019 
4.053.052 
1,520.180 
1,164.291 
8,350.860 
8.074. 74S 

44,  7S7, 380 
1,8.S2,143 
8,791,742 

e9,D24.A18 
544, 8» 

73,328,036 


9,467,400 

i,oii,«ao 

1.776,600 
361,300 

13,846,700 

«8,aoa 

22,885,600 

26,310,800 

184,  MO 

22,846,600 


257,360,265 


105,479,200    *  250, 099, 521 


MOO,  734,100 


«  Betonis  not  arsOable. 


I>  Not  induding  Poland,  (or  which  information  is  lacUng. 
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FITB  TBADE  AT  NIZHHI  HOVOOBOD  FAK. 

[Weekly  liullotin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Oct.  28.] 

Under  date  of  September  19,  1916,  Mr.  C.  F.  Just,  Canadian  com- 
mercial agent  at  Petrograd,  has  forwarded  the  following  notes  on 
the  Nizhni  Novgorod  fair,  together  with  information  about  the 
Bussian  fur  trade. 

The  great  annual  fair  at  Nizhni  Novgoi-od,  which  was  officially 
closed  in  the  early  days  of  September,  was  marked  by  imusual  activ- 
ity this  year.  The  Imperial  State  Bank  reports  that  the  transactions 
on  current  account  exceeded  by  60,000,000  rubles  (the  present  ex- 
change value  of  the  ruble  is  about  $0.31)  the  turnover  of  the  previous 
year.  Representatives  of  several  of  the  allied  Governments  visited 
the  fair,  and  various  proposals  have  been  put  forward  for  a  closer 
participation  in  its  proceedings.  One  suggestion  was  that  of  the 
desirability  of  maintaining  official  exhibits  of  allied-country  manu- 
factured articles,  which  it  is  desired  to  popularize  among  the  peasant 
consumers.  The  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  de- 
cided to  open  a  branch  of  its  organization  at  Nizhni  Novgorod,  and 
the  nucleus  of  a  local  membership  has  already  been  secured. 

« 

Conferences  of  the  Fur  Interests — Exports  and  Imports. 

At  the  conferences  held  by  the  fur  interests  during  the  closing  days 
of  the  fair  there  came  up  for  discussion  the  foUowmg  subjects  bear- 
ing on  the  present  position  and  the  future  conduct  of  the  Russian 
fur  industry : 

(1)  The  exportation  of  furs  abroad  and  the  importation  of  foreign 
furs  into  Russia,  (2)  the  prolongation  of  the  pronibition  to  hunt  tne 
sable,  and  (3)  the  organization  of  fur  auctions  in  Russia. 

Resolutions  were  passed,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Government,  that 
the  exportation  of  furs  to  neutral  countries  should  be  permitted  to 
take  "place  on  the  same  basis  as  laid  down  for  allied  countries,  in. 
order  to  overcome  the  embarrassment  that  the  existing  regulations 
had  created  in  connection  with  such  exports,  especially  to  the  United 
States;  that  the  giving  of  bonds  by  the  foreign  importing  houses  as 
a  guaranty  that  the  furs  imported  should  not  be  reexported  to 
enemy  countries  should  be  aboli^ed,  this  guaranty  in  future  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  Russian  exporting  houses.  It  was  argued  that 
the  effect  of  these  measures  would  be  to  relieve  the  United  States 
firms  financially,  who  at  the  present  time  are  forced  to  employ  double 
the  amount  of  capital  that  was  necessary  in  normal  times. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  karakul,  mohair,  and  moufflon  furs 
^ould  be  exempted  from  the  present  prohibition  to  export,  as  these 
furs  were  not  wanted  for  military  purposes  and  large  stocks  had 
accumulated  in  Russia. 

In  r^ard  to  the  importation  of  furs,  the  chief  difficulties  were 
those  of  transportation,  and  the  Government  is  to  be  requested  to 
cooperate  in  removing  this  difficulty  by  providing  i5  to  20  railway 
cars  in  the  course  of  the  winter  for  the  conveyance  of  furs  from 
Vladivostok  to  European  Russia. 

Iroposed  Revision  of  Sable-hunting  Begnlations. 

On  the  question  of  the  close  season  for  trapping  sable,  two  views 
svere  developed  at  the  conference.    On  the  one  hand,  the  fur  traders 
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insisted  on  the  prolongation  of  prohibition  to  trap  for  another  three 
years  from  October  next,  in  order  to  save  the  sabie  from  extermina- 
tion and  give  time  for  natural  reproduction,  independently  of  any 
other  metksures  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  mig^t  adopt  to 
maintain  the  prohibition  in  force. 

The  official  view,  as  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  sable  investiga- 
tion commission,  was  that  the  prolongation  of  the  closed  season  as 
at  present  is  inadvisable,  because  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  through- 
out the  country.  It  is  being  constantly  evaded,  and  is  in  consequence 
ineffective.  Ine  authorities  favor  forbidding  absolutely  the  taking 
of  sable  in  two  distiicts,  one  covering  200,0(^  square  versts  (88,000 
square  miles)  in  the  Transbaikal  and  the  other  covering  600,000 
square  versts  (264,000  square  miles)  in  the  Yeneseiskaya  Govern- 
ment, with  propel"  measures  of  control.  Certain  districts,  however, 
would  be  defined  in  which  the  taking  of  sable  would  be  permissible. 
and  it  is  hoped  thos  to  preserve  the  sable  industry  more  effectively 
than  by  total  prohibition.  In  Kamchatka,  where  hunting  is  the  only 
means  of  livelihood,  other  measures  than  total  prohibition  would 
be  called  for.  The  conference  agreed  to  the  Government  view,  but 
requested  that  the  official  stamping  of  the  sable  pelts  offered  for  sale 
should  be  continued  for  statistical  purposes  and  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  practical  results  of  the  new  system  introduced 
by  the  Government. 

OrsanliatleB  of  Vnr  Anotioas. 

On  the  question  of  fur  auctions  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  con- 
centrate at  one  point  the  whole  of  the  local  fur  business  of  the  country. 
The  conference  supported  the  proposal  of  the  Government  that  the 
necessary  organization  of  the  auctions  should  be  undertaken  by  a 
stock  company,  and  the  Moscow  Society  for  the  Fur  Industry  was 
empowered,  in  concert  with  the  exchange  committees  and  the  fur- 
trading  companies,  to  draw  up  the  articles  of  association  of  the  said 
company  and  to  submit  them  for  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Commerce. 

INCBEASE  IN  UBSAIT  FOFTILATION  IN  CANADIAN  WEST. 

[Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  Oct.  27.] 

A  preliminary .  return  of  the  quinquennial  census  of  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta,  taken  last  June,  giving  the  population  of 
the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  in  the  three  Provinces,  shows  increases 
in  nearly  all  cases,  although  the  growth  of  urban  population  has  not 
been  nearly  so  great  as  was  the  case  during  the  boom  times  of  the 
two  previous  five-year  periods.  The  total  gain  in  population  of  the 
80  cities  and  towns  enumerated  is  about  90,000,  as  against  a  gain  of 
over  160,000  between  1906  and  1911. 

The  population  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  three  Provinces  in 
1911  and  1916  was  as  follows : 


atte. 


IMl 


iiic 


CJtlW. 


1611 


1«16 


Mt)i».... 


136,085 
43, 704 
24,«00 
30,213 


mSBO 

B?302 

26,105 


Saskatoon... 
Moose  law.. 
Brandon... 

St.  Bonitice. 


i;,oo4 

is;  823 

tt.ao 

7,483 


31,DH 
19,880 
U,Z2S 
11,022 
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SALT  FISH  TRADE  IN  SOTTTH  CHINA. 

[f'onsul  General  George  E.  AndcrKoo,  Uongkons,  Sept.  20.J 

There  has  been  a  steady  and  satisfactory  increase  in  the  trade  in 
salt  and  dry  fish  into  China  in  the  past  few  years  in  which  the  United 
States  has  had  a  fair  share,  but  which  may  be  increased  with  per- 
sistent attention.  The  trade  has  steadily  increased  in  South  China 
as  well  as  in  China  as  a  whole.  The  total  imports  of  dry  and  salt  &ab. 
into  all  China  in  1915  were  valued  at  $9,233,226  gold  as  compared 
with  $8,916,371  in  1914.  The  part  South  China  has  had  in  this  in- 
crease is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  for  example,  the  imports  into  Foo- 
chow  in  1913  amounted  to  46,609  piculs,  in  1914  to  56,489  piculs,  and 
in  1915  to  65,489  piculs.  Imports  into  Amoy  in  1913  amounted  to 
30,870  piculs,  in  1914  to  37,685  piculs,  and  in  1915  to  42,685  piculs. 
Imports  into  Swatow  in  1913  amounted  to  37,751  piculs,  in  1914  to 
49,312  piculs,  and  in  1915  to  67,796  piculs  (1  picul=183i  pounds), 
imports  of  such  fish  into  Canton  alone  reach  a  value  in  excess  of 
$500,000  gold  annually.  The  import  of  all  such  products  into  this 
field  so  far  this  year  is  considerably  below  that  for  the  same  period  of 
last  year,  but  the  setback  is  temporary. 

Katlve  and  Japanese  Tiih — High  Price  of  Salt. 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports,  about  half  of  the  entire  import 
of  such  goods  into  China  is  handled  through  Hongkong.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  import  is  of  native-cured  fish  produced  in  Hongkong 
and  Macao  waters.  There  is  also  a  large  amount  of  Japanese  fish 
handled  through  Hongkong,  and  the  trade  in  Japanese  fish  in  North 
China  is  particularly  large.  But  the  proportion  of  American  fish 
handled  is  large  and  can  be  larger,  the  only  element  in  the  matter 
being  that  of  comparative  cheapness.  Cheap  fish  from  America  can 
be  sold  in  almost  limitless  amount.  The  present  high  freight  rates 
tell  severely  against  American  fish.  On  the  other  hand  the  high  cost 
of  salt  in  China,  possibly  due  to  reorganization  of  the  salt  tax,  is 
stimulating  the  import  of  foreign-cured  salt  fish.  The  trade  merits 
the  constant  and  careful  attention  of  American  exporters. 

NOBWEGIANAIIEBICAN  BANE  FOB  NEW  YOBE. 

The  formation  of  a  Norwegian-American  bank  in  New  York  is 
announced  in  an  article  published  in  the  Tidens  Tegn,  a  translation 
of  which  has  been  forwarded  from  Christiania  by  American  Minister 
Albert  G.  Schmedeman.  Norwegian  bankers  are  interested  in  the 
project,  but  it  is  announced  that  opportunity  will  be  given  for  ship- 
owners, exporters,  and  importers  having  interests  in  North  America 
to  participate.  The  whole  capital  is  guaranteed,  it  is  stated,  by  the 
participating  banks,  and  their  representatives  will  proceed  to  New 
York  to  organize  the  bank.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  capital 
is  to  be  reserved  for  Scandinavian  circles  in  North  America. 


IMFOBTS  AND  EZPOBTS  FOB  SEFTEMBEB,  BT  COTTNTBIES. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  September  and  the  nine 
months  ended  September,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods 
of  the  preceding  year,  have  just  been  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of 
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Foreicn  and  Domestic  Ckmimerce  of  the  ]>epai*tment  of  Commerce, 
as  follows: 


Oiand  dlvlsloas  lod  ooaotries. 


Month  o(  September- 


1918 


nis 


S  months  ended  with  Sep- 
tember— 


m« 


1915 


IKPOBn  TBOK- 


Grand  dlTislans: 

Xnnpe 

Mortb  America. 
Sooth  America.. 
Asia 


AUca... 
Total. 


Prlaelpal  cuuuUJm: 
AiBtriar-Haagary.. 

Belgium 

France 

Germany. 
Italy 


Italy.. 
N«t£erJ 


Norway , 

Russia  in  Eorope.. 

Spain 

Sweden 

Swltnriand. 

United  Kingdsm.. 
Canada , 


Cuba. 

Aifntina 

Brazil 

ChUe 

China. 

British  East  Indies 

Japan 

Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Philippine  Islands 

Egypt 


EIPOBTS  TO— 

Grand  divisions: 


North  America.. 
South  America . 

Asia 

Oceanic 

Africa 


Total. 


I'riiifC^ial  comtrios: 
Amtrii-Bimgacy. 

Belgtam 

Deunark 

France 

Oermany , 

Greece 


Netberlands 

Norway 

RaadB  in  Europe.. 

Spate , 

Sweden ........ 

United  Kingdom.. 

Canada 

GMMnl  America... 


Cuba. 


BntiL.. 
(%lie... 


British  East  Indies 

Japan. 

HossialnAsia 

Aostralia  and  New  Zealand.. 

Philippine  Islands 

Biitl^AIriGa. 


$41,S86,SI3 
42,887,960 
30,873,636 
40,173,250 
6,797,002 
2,918,233 


840,1131,873 
40.834,663 
30.052,766 
31,503.384 
5.912,179 
2,OU,172 


$483,885,671 
600.951,979 
317,546,424 
393.^3.43-1 
80,192,663 
64,694,597 


1382,321,430 
395,222,154 
229,601.940 
215,521,352 
44,575,160 
24,952,760 


164,038,614 


38,783 
IB, 766 
323,733 
254,522 
783,431 
343,498 
374,397 
720,384 
373,304 
240,879 
424.480 
500.659 
649,845 
41U.477 
932.430 
843,962 
955,748 
731,941 
257,733 
772,532 
478, 459 
190,104 
202,105 
457,809 


151,236,036 


1,831,174,668 


1,303,094,786 


2, 
I, 

1 
18. 
22, 

7, 

7 

6; 

10, 
6, 
6. 

15. 

16, 
1. 
4, 


379,868,050 
81,42(),%2 
18, SOS,  594 
20,321,660 
9,6.'il.816 
6,030,406 


130,381 

1J9,5S7 

6,219,797 

1.3S'J,.i40 

S,7h0,910 

3,694,225 

702,176 

718. 133 

1,404,819 

900.737 

1.019,015 

19.835.850 

17,171,606 

7,95S.0i2 

12,615,539 

7.641.671 

10, S73, 247 

5.  .MI,  524 

5,588, 860 

13,115,031 

11,031,478 

866.683 

4,861,213 

1,251,858 


211,759.307 
51,599,m2 
16,041,432 
9,600,341 
8,609,693 
2,985,066 


543,808 
FTI ,  ->S3 


si.i.-.i 


ilO 
i53 
B7 

:  :  ..-  ;  150 

■1.4.;0.714 

4.27,^.773 

2;i,4.i4.733 

10,217,996 

16, 805, '.198 

237,010.  ISO 

160.793  >^40 

77,  71.". 

201,683 

;I0.2M' 

(Ki.Vii:; 

M.  I2< 
02,1,2.1 

1511, 71(: 

l:il.  219.345 
,51,911.063 
2.'),  Oil.  015 
25,742,  184 


2,759,278,966 
649,015,720 
158,4.38,721 
207,  SO<i,  B83 
80,29.5,492 
3(5, 140, 738 


,r08 
.180 
115 
.  ,25 
,  i30 
.227 
.493 


4,670,559 

1,801,021 

63,214,054 

38,209,283 

38,430,432 

19,866,186 

5,319.738 

1,630,500 

11,910,714 

8,405.566 

14,009,814 

181,573.552 

118,631,688 

66,604,494 

168,791,304 

68,804,940 

77,430,555 

30.372,819 

37,909,381 

86,901,652 

73,784,444 

24,852.930 

18,363,808 

15,858,722 


1,815,397,271 

387, 7 15., 325 
102,  ,"195, 914 
99,848,000 
70,670,419 
25,315,134 


616,007,408 


300,654,931 


3,950,976,620 


2,(31,642,123 


30, 
9, 
3, 

5'.», 


100, 
62. 
4, 
5, 
H, 
5, 
3, 
3. 
2, 
2, 
0, 
4, 

i, 

2, 


271,512 
762,617 
439,969 

27:i,nis' 
943,265 
907,415 
8M,5;i2 

s:,;,o.-,l 

Si.-,,,S90 
107,R77 
092,212 
134,074 
407, 272 
559,739 

S127,  ras 

0.55, 597 
940,011 
737,0:i3 
286,093 
691,8.15 
924.S.-,3 
:H9,  1.58 
30l,).-.7 
114.2S7 
67;l,  710 


60,167 

2.M9,164 
.  fi.f  -.'^ 

5  I 

,,-  ,1 

l.'-i7,.3:!:i 

32,476.030 
7,938,124 
4,055,248 

15, 134, 124 
2,1.59,243 
1,872, 27B 

95,*i4,418 

31,901,980 
3, 530, 477 
3,045,328 
.S,  702,  S70 
0, 775, 717 
3,94S,273 
1,874,578 

l,s¥>*,2:il 

2,047, 1S2 
3,322,0(» 

0Ul,o24  I. 
6,742,314 
1,802.899  I 
1,832,499 


20, 
41 

629, 

1, 

25, 

201 
82, 
40, 

235, 

41 

31, 

,374, 

42.5 

St: 
37; 
112, 
,10, 
,3.5: 

2.i 
22 
21 
71 

12s 


CS,.3So 
527,082 
199, 151 
913, 057 
11S,233 
870,159 
3.18.088 
7o2,3.S7 
003, 200 
4 12, Ota 
M.S.7M 
70.5,251 
444,1.51 
>71,243 
2.sn,  S.S6 
4:i3,  778 
S91,201 
7S2,.390 
200, 4S4 
115,083 
4S7.49S 
IU-i.0SI5 


,  :i20 

,S2l 
,  275 


103,501 
16,rO«,4S9 
68,721,151 
370,088.450 
lI,776,.3.'iS 
21, 070,  .520 
182, 625, 661 
116,642,235 
31,886,027 
74,466,325 
30,901,89:1 
66,573,740 
818,S0I,,S13 
241,161,aS7 
28,982,721 
38,841,605 
63,148,366 
.37,901,920 
3&  016, 681 
11,970,421 
15, 636,  .382 
15,21'.>,71» 
.12.000,207 
22,.5Sl,si.Ti> 
ls.4I.5..5ii:l 
21,120,443 
17,10.5,109 


Digitized  by 


Google 


430 


COMMEBOB  BEPOBTS. 

GOTTOir  smpMEirrs. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  October  28,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Dbtrtcts. 

Baits. 

Oeorglft 

lO.lfS 
1.676 
4.036 
8.388 
6,000 

Plitliidclphla 

San  Franofsoo. 

12,009 

600 
10.997 
84.851 
45,663 

Total 

Now  York 

183,407 

North  O&roUna 

New  Orle&ns 

The  exports  of  183,407  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  1,755,281  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  127,537  bales  for  the  week  and  1,253,198  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 

AUEBICAN  CONSniAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul'.s  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
ttooof 
Tonoe. 


Address. 


Pike,  WUUamJ 

Gracey,  Wilbur  T 

-  DonaldsoD,  Chester — 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Chamberlin,  Oeorge  E. 

Sjpabr,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D... 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Albert,  Talbot  J 

WUlrich,  Oobhard , 

Waddell,  Alexander  W 
Hanson,  George  C 


St.  Oall,  Switterland.. 
Seville,  Spain 


Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

CalRary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Hamburg,  Germany. 

St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon . 

Hanover,  Oermany. . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athens,  Grceca 

Swatow,  China 


Nov.    1 
Oct.  30 


Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Dec  14 
Dec.  I 
Deo.  11 

Dec.    1 

Dec.  25 

...do..... 

...do.... 

Dec.  30 

...do... 


Department  of  State,  WHsbinst<m,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  Ofllce,  Bureau  or  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  400, 
Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertlee,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Deportmeot  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 

Do. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  £04  Federal 

Building,  Chioago,  111. 

KnlokerDoek«r  Hotel,  Forty^secoad 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

127  West  Ormsby  Avenue,  Louisville, 

¥-7;  until  Nov.  10. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 
Do. 
120  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


The  Department  of  Commerce  announces  the  publication  by  the 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  a  new  chart,  No.  6058, 
"  Yaquina  River  and  approaches,"  scale  1-20,000  (3.65  inches  to  the 
nautical  mile),  dimensions  26  by  30  inches.  Copies  of  this  chart, 
which  replaces  No.  6057  and  was  designed  to  include  Toledo,  may 
be  obtained  at  30  cents  each. 
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FAVOEABIX IBABS  SALANd,  »7  THE  FHIUFFINES. 

tJ.  F.  Boomer.  c»nefO<mdent,  BConUa,  Sept  23;} 

fkeee  w«»  on  iaerease  of  $1^84,880  in  the  value  of  t]:^  total  trade 
of  the  Philippine  Islands  for  the  Bwuth  of  August^  WIQ,  compared 
wi4h  the  corresponding  month,  ia  1915.  A  further  comparison  of  the 
tntde  of  th»  island  snows  that  there  was  aa  exeees  of  inupodis.  over 
eaports  te  the  value  of  $1^00,674  ipr  August,  1915,  while  during  the 
saoie  month  in  191&  there  was  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  to 
<^  value  al  $l,06&,88a 

The  ina^rts.  for  Augest^  1916i.  were  valued  at  $3,813,910,  and  the 
experts  were  $4k,87&,79Q;  the  imports  for  August,  1915,  were 
$4,3104,747  ft»d  the  exports  $a,lW,Oia. 

The  decHnc  in  the  imports  is.  aieeottitted  for  to  some  degree  by  tfaA 
diecreased  consumptiott  of  certain  articles  on  account  of  tl»  increased 
cost,  growing  out  of  the  advanced  freight  rates,  etc.  In  some  degree 
the  decrease  shown  by  the  figures  is  apparent  rather  than  real  and 
does  not  represent  a  decrease  in  the  actual  consumption  during  the 
year.  In  still  other  instances,  perhaps,  the  decrease  reveals  a  short- 
age in  the 'article  concerned  rather  than  in  the  demand  for  it.  At 
various  times  during  the  past  year  there  was  a  shortage  of  leather 
in  the  Philippines. 

The  imports  of  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  decreased  from 
$472,384  for  August,  1915,  to  $288,259  for  the  same  month  in  1916, 
a  loss  of  $184,125.  The  imports  of  cotton  and  manufactures  de- 
creased from  $795,124  to  $617,400. 

The  asportation  of  coconut  oil  for  August,  1916,  was  nearly  double 
that  for  tlie  corresponding  month  of  1915,  its  vtilue  being  $669,761 
compared  with  $388,150  for  August,  1915,  and  the  exports  of  xiopra 
increased  from  $145,151  to  $454,517.  An  increase  from  $25,326  to 
$144,962  in  the  exports  of  embroideries  indicates  the  rapidity  with 
wlucb  this  industry  is  growing.  The  exports  of  hemp  increased  from 
$1,249409  for  August,  1915,  to  $2407,859  for  the  same  month  in 
1916.  This  gain,  however,  is  for  the  most  part  accounted  for  by 
transportation  facilities  and  an  advance  in  price. 


A  French  organization,  recently  formed,  has  adoptwl  a  plan  to 
send  eofflamercial  students  to  this  country,  guarantee  them  empl«>y- 
ment,  and  provide  them  with  initial  funfte,  (Commercial  Attache 
C.  W.  A.  Veditz  reports.  The  French  Transatlantic  Steamship  Line 
wiil  grant  low  rates  to  such  students. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEATJ  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMKESCE. 


ViSTSICT  0FRCB8. 

Kn  TORS:  BDOm  409v  Cnstnmkome. 

ll4B>IOn :  tSW  Ciirtamtoiiiie. 

GDKICO:  504  Federal  Balldlag. 

BI.I.OIIISI  Me  TUid.  XtUoul  Buk  BnUdlaf. 

UObUnKt  SSI  Fort  Omee  BalUtw. 

HEW  0KLEAK8:  1020  RlVrala  Baofc  BDlldlng. 

SAM  FKUfCISGO;  307  Coitomhoase. 

SIEAniE:  848  HcBTir  BnlldUK. 


eOOPEIUTITE  OAFUBS. 

CLBTBUNB:  C'kawkrr  or  CoBnKrce. 
emem^ATf  t  Ckanlier  or  (kmmtm. 
CINCIN.NATI:  C,  !).  O.  A  T.  P.  R).  Oh 
LOS.AXeEl.ES:  laamber  o(  Commrcre. 
FBILABELPBU:  Cbanber  o(  (ouwrrcr. 
CHATTAKOOOA:  Sontli  American  Asrat,  Sontk* 

em  Uj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OKKO.:  Chamber  a(  Commeree. 
UAYTON:  Urealer  Dayton  AssaclatiOB. 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OPFOBTUBITIES. 

Keserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  its  district  oOcca.     Request 
(or  racb  opportunity  stiould  bp  on  a  separate  sheet  and  utate  opportRnitjr  nnmher. 

The  Bureau  does  not  fiirnisli  credit  rntlniES  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bareau. 


Acids 22860 

Automobiles  and  accessories 22801 

Itulldlng  materials 228S3 

Chemicals 22880 

Collars  and  cutCs,  celluloid 22854 

Dry  goods 22852 

Fans 22852 

Kountain  pens 22854 

Harness  materials 22857 

Hides  and  skins 22857 

Hosiery 22852 

Hospital  supplies 22854 

Leather,  sole 22857 

Linoleum 22854 

Machinery 22858,  22861 

Machinery,   binding 22850 


Machinery,  shoe 228B7 

Medical  supplies,  etc 22864 

Notions 22852 

Novelties,  technical 22854,22801 

Oilcloth 22854 

Paper,  wrapping  and  writing 22860 

Razors,  safety 22854 

Rubber  goods 22864 

Shoe  materials  and  tools 22867 

Sporting  goods 22664 

Surgical  appliances,  etc 22864' 

Tacks,  brass 22857 

Thermos  bottles 22864 

Toilet  articles 22864 

Wastes,  silk  gum 22866 

Wearing  apparel 22862 


22852.* — A  merchant  In  Central  America  Is  In  the  market  for  dry  goods  and 
notions,  including  shirts,  underwear,  hosiery,  gloves,  belts,  ribbons,  and 
fans,  etc.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

22858.* — A  railway  company  In  Canada  will  shortly  call  for  tenders  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  power  house,  coaling  plant,  storage  building,  and 
blacksmith  shop. 

22854. t — Quotations  are  desired  by  a  firm  In  Spain  on  surgical  instruments; 
hospital  furniture;  electromedical  goods;  microscopes  and  microtomes; 
medical  and  surgical  rubber  goods;  manicure  and  pedicure  goods;  ban- 
dages ;  veterinary  instruments ;  linoleum  and  oil  cloth ;  rubber  overshoes 
and  raincoats ;  toilet  articles  of  celluloid,  ivory,  and  tortoise  shell ;  sporting 
goods ;  rubber  lieels ;  safety  razors ;  suspenders  and  belts ;  fountain  pens ; 
thermos  goods;  celluloid  collars  and  cufCs;  and  pocket  flash  ilgbts  (with 
batteries).    Correspondence  preferably  in  Spanish.    Reference. 

22855.* — A  firm  of  wholsesale  silk  merchants  in  the  United  Kingdom  would 
like  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  silk  wastes,  known  as 
gum  wastes,  which  must  be  free  from  all  foreign  materials. 

22856.* — A  leading  typographic  establishment  In  northern  Brazil  »s  In  the 
market  for  a  binding  machine.    Catalogues  and  price  lists,  etc.,  dtssired. 

22857.* — A  Chinese  firm  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  in  the  Par  East  de- 
sires to  l>e  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  sole  leather, 
chrome  hide,  and  skins ;  articles  for  making  shoes  and  liarness ;  iron  shoe 
nails  and  brass  tacks ;  shoemakers'  tools  and  machines. 

22858.t — A  business  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  small  machinery. 

22850.* — ^A  manufacturers*  agent  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  wrapping  and  writing  papers.  Initial 
requirements ;  5  tons  cheap  grade  wrapping  paper,  and  100  reams  cheap 
grade  white  and  fancy  writing  paper.    Correspondence  in  English. 

22860.* — A  newly  organlzetl  chemical  company  in  Norway  is  in  the  market  for 
carbolic  acid,  acetic  acid,  benzol,  phenol,  salicylic  acid,  caustic  soda, 
bichromate  of  potash  and  soda,  aniline  oil  and  salts,  paranitroltulol  and 
paranltrolpbenoi.  Correspondence  in  English.  Terms  cash  against  docu- 
ments. 

22861.* — An  established  firm  in  Switzerland  Is  desirous  of  representing  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  automobiles  and  accessories  and  machinery  and 
technical  novelties,  etc.    References. 
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SEHOVAI  OP  GOODS  FSOK  FRENCH  EHBASOO  LIST. 

[Cnblegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Oct.  80.] 

A  ministerial  order  of  October  28  permits  the  exportation,  transit, 
etc.,  to  the  usual  allied  nations  and  to  the  United  States  of  all  ar- 
ticles named  in  the  decree  of  October  26,  except  oxalic  acid,  albumen, 
chlorine  compounds,  carbon  chloride,  iron  or  ordinary  steel  cutting 
tools,  tools  and  detached  parts  therefor,  machine  parts,  and  all  other 
articles  of  special  steel  except  clock  makers'  tools. 

[The  list  of  prohibited  exports  referred  to  was  published  in  Commbbce 
Reports  for  Oct.  30,  1916.] 


EKFIOTEES  OF  UGHTHOTTSE  SEBVICE  COMHEirDED. 

Several  emplovees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
were  commended  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  during  the  past 
month  for  acts  of  bravery  in  which  assistance  was  rendered  to  ves- 
sels in  distress,  or  persons  were  rescued  from  drowning.  The  per- 
sons commended  were: 

Williain  J.  Tiite,  keeper  of  North  Lanclin);  River  Lights,  N.  C,  for  assistance 
rendered  the  freighter  R.  C.  Beaman,  which  on  two  occnsions  was  found  in  a 
dlxubled  condition  In  the  vicinity  of  North  Lanilliij;  Klver  Lights,  N.  C,  and 
for  a.s.><istance  rendered  the  boat  Muriel  Dean,  which  was  ashore  near  Long 
Point.  N.  C,  and  to  a  launch  which  was  In  need  of  repairs. 

Juines  Croniley,  keejwr.  and  Robert  H.  Croraley,  assistant  keeper  of  Sapelo 
Light  Station,  Ga.,  for  ns.<«l»tnnce  rendered  the  schooner  Perry  Selaer,  which 
was  In  distresi?  ofT  Sapelo  Lii;ht  Station. 

Herman  ttl.  Inpills,  comiuaixlinK  liKhthouse  tender  Zisania,  and  Osmond  0. 
Faulklnfshain,  first  officer  of  lifihthouse  tender  HihUcvt,  for  the  r«scue  of  two 
men  who  had  fnllt  n  overboard  from  a  wharf  at  Portland,  Me. 

I^wis  H.  Bringloe.  keeper,  and  Joseph  Orlslllo,  second  assistant  keeper,  of 
Chnrlestou  Llcht  StatUm,  S.  C,  for  assistance  rendered  a  ilsliini;  boat  with 
two  men  on  board  which  hati  drifted  on  the  breakers  near  Charleston  Light 
Stathm,  and  for  Hcrvlc-e  reudere<l  In  taking  10  flsheniien  off  Folly  Island,  S.  C. 

Edward  H.  I'lerce,  keeper  of  Doubling  Point  Range  Light  Station,  Me.,  for 
tbe  rescue  from  drowning  of  an  insane  person  who  had  Jumped  into  the  water 
trom  a  wharf  at  Batb,  Me. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  FOBEieiT  OOMMEBCE  FOK  8EPTEMBES. 

The  usiuJ  moothly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  thellnited  States 
has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oimb- 
merco,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  importe  aod  exports,  by  gnat 
groups,  during  the  month  of  September,  1915  and  1916,  and  toe  9 
months  ended  September,  are  presented  in  the  following  ststpmmt: 


Otaape. 


Uonth  of  September- 


191( 


leu 


9  months  ended  September— 


19U 


MU 


Orods  otttericds  ibr  oae  In  mainibetarfng 

F'Oodttofls  in  erode  ccmditloB  and  (nod  ami- 

in«to 

FoodsttiBs  parity  or  wboRjr  munifwtared. . . 
Manufwtares  for  further  nse  in  manuiaetur- 


Ini!.. 


Ifenntutares  ready  ior  eeoHunption.. 
Miscellaneous 


NC,  314, 720 

22,391,2M 
U,  76S  29» 

20,499,306 

28,122,844 

1,9S5,289 


•N,1I3,718 

22,0«,141 
1«,641,718 

2S,I«1,I13 

1.621,243 


«?9S,814,488 

179, 972.  OW 
270,899,790 

3IS.MX.368 

2«4,033,af>9 

16,006,138 


t494,«e,»B 

]«g,aa,t» 

234,  OB,  us 

lW,4r,773 
214,>«,4« 

9,4»t,649 


Total  inqiorts 

CzroBi*. 

Ontde  BUtterlftls  Coriua  In  maou&c^urini; ... 
Foodstiills  in  crude  condition  aod  tood  sni- 


I«4.m8,6l4 


161,236,026  1     1,931, 174, 6(18 


l,302,0»t,7SS 


FoodKtulb  partly  or  wholly  manutaciued  ., 
VannteetorK  for  fuftlier  use  In  maoulaoinr- 

ieg 

Kanafectures  ready  for  oonsnmptloD 

ICIseeUaQaoos 


6I.li94,125 

3S,14fi,44I 

S,  742. 732 

9l,M6,90t 

286,819,182 

10,477,064 


Total  domestic  export< . . . 
Foreign  msicbaiidise  exported  . 


£09,123,600 
6,683,(08 


Total  experts. 


616,007,40s 


«,7«7,40e 

8S,TI3,<BT 
41,256,087 

42,179,413 

122,3M,«81 

ie,200,«GI 


296,660, 666 
6,004,256 


300,654,921 


458,867  300 

294, 00*.  820 

479,101.684 

644,592,102 

1,903,096,033 

«7, 103,876 


410,034,600 

999,259,118 
401,898,984 

334,74S,«3» 
868.IC3.4ID 
96,Ml;,10» 


3,906,756,315 

44,220,305 


%4«9,tS6,8W 
42, 188,  734 


3,960,976,4120 


2,531,642,  IS 


Exports  of  principal  it«ms  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  in 
September,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $6,794,606;  mules,  S3, 574,188;  and 
seeds,  (91,105;  and  for  9  months  ended  September  30, 1916:  Hoises, 
$45,933,702;  mules,  $19,047,137;  and  seeds,  $1,S64,637. 


FBEIOHT-EATE  CHAVQES  Ul  ITEW  ZEALAITD'S  COHHEECE. 
[Consul  General  .Mtred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  2.] 

New  rates  from  New  2^1and  to  London  and  the  Atlantic  coact 
of  the  United  States  have  been  announced  by  the  shipping  compaiues. 
They  are  nffective  from  October  1, 1916.    Tlie  new  figures  are: 


Aitidas. 

London. 

New 
York. 

AitMes. 

Laadsn. 

Mmt 
To*. 

rnwrvool. poand.. 

Scoured  wool do.... 

filipewool do.... 

ribim long  ton.. 

29.19 

10.07 

r.io 

FlagL iengtoo.. 

Tow..,. do  ... 

Copra dp.... 

Ktmitam m.... 

«<8.« 

a.26 

•8.49 
2&M 

«il.t7 

n.a 

44.  •> 
A44 

The  figures  quoted  for  wool  are  not  the  fixed  rates  to  New  YoriL 
unce  there  is  an  embargo  on  wool  at  present,  and  no  wool  is  offered 
for  shipment  for  that  port,  but  it  is  the  figure  given  out  as  aboirt 
the  rate  to  be  charged  in  case  wool  can  be  exported  to  the  United 
States. 

To  these  rates  must  be  added  primage  of  10  per  cent. 
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iNsuBAircE  coHPAmss  nr  gbeece. 

[Coosul  General  Alexander  W.  WeddeU,  Athcns.l 

The  general  supervision  of  domestic  and  foreign  insurance  com- 

fanies  operating  in  the  Hellenic  Kii^dom  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
nsurance  Bureau  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  which  supplies  forms 
each  year  on  which  the  required  returns  relating  to  gross  profits, 
net  profits,  etc.,  are  made.  No  Government  publication  contains 
statistics  of  insurance  in  Greece,  but  facts  obtained  at  the  office^  of 
the  various  companies  have  been  supplemented  by  data  from  the 
Insurance  Bureau. 

The  life-insurance  and  marine-insurance  companies  that  were  op- 
erating in  Greece  in  1916,  the  amounts  of  premiums  collected,  and 
the  taxes  paid  to  the  Government,  in  drachmas  of  19.3  cents  each, 
were: 


Companios. 


trnJon  and  Spanish  Phoe- 
nix  

Adriatic , 

AnatolieOrlrnt , 

Austrian  Pbwnix 

Asaicu.  Generate  dl  Tri- 
este   

Oresham 

National 

t7ni<io 

French  Pboenlx 

Total 

AaslctL  Generate  dl  Tri- 
este (Transport  Uabll- 
fty).. 


PremhiBls.       Tazesi 


Dnekmaf. 

610.000 

200,500 

3,044,837 

IS,  000 

041. 4a) 

1,049.H)0 

644.600 

<3,244 

38S,000 


e,»;o,m 


219,955 


Draelmuu. 

1,220 

413 

6,139 

30 

1,873 

2,229 

1,342 

147 

770 


14,163 


6,905 


Companies. 


MABms  mamiANCX. 

UnlTarsal  Dnfcm. 

Adrlatio 

Obor  Rhine 

AKTlpptne 

German  Insurance  Co. 

Duesseldort 

Mannheim 

Providenzia 

Maritime  Insurance... 

Balbise 

Helvetia 

London  Assurance 

North  British 

Totil 


1,370,879 


Premiums. 

Taxes. 

Drachmat. 

Draehmcu: 

16,H28 

499 

g^.-m 

2,750 

27,506 

810 

26.180 

786 

3,300 

99 

16,150 

48S 

334,173 

10,025 

23.834 

721 

181, 0«3 

5,238 

62,099 

1,860 

493, » 61 

14,816 

84,066 

2,523 

10,433 

312 

40,924 


Basis  of  Taxation  tor  Yarions  Classes. 

The  basis  of  the  tax  on  premiums  collected  from  the  life  insurance 
companies  is  one-fifth  of  1  per  cent.  The  basis  of  marine  insurance 
taxation  is  3  per  cent.  Fire  insurance  companies  pay  a  tax  of  3  per 
cent  on  all  premiums  collected  and  an  additional  tax  of  2  per  cent 
on  premiums  for  the  upkeep  of  the  fire  brigade,  which  is  a  Federal 
organization,  with  a  personnel  composed  of  citizens  called  for  mili- 
tary service  and  assigned  to  that  duty.  The  companies  are  permitted 
to  increase  their  premium  charges  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover 
thb  tax.  The  following  fire  insurance  companies  are  now  operating 
in  Greece : 


Companies. 

Fremtums, 
1915. 

Premiums, 
1915. 

AOknce 

Drachmat. 

85,  .110 
287,3:!8 
117,392 
85,742 
82.B34 
666, 5  !8 
1,185,496 

Commercial  Union  ........  .... 

IHmhma: 
167,014 
300  097 

Adriatic 

Union 

AOitrian  Phceniz 

Baloise 

78  184 

Nartli  British 

89.305 

Fniysh  Phoenix 

Total 

Aaieanulone  Generele  dl  Trtete. 

3,136,439 

"Bethnlicl"  National 

No  company  in.  Greece  writes  unemployment  insurance.  No  pro- 
vision is  made  for  insurance  against  old  age,  for  compulsory  health 
insoirance,  or  for  workmen's  compensation. 
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Marine  insurance  omnpanies  operating  in  Greece  pay  a  license  tax 
of  1,000  drachmas  per  annum;  all  other  companies  pay  1,500 
drachmas. 


[A  copy  of  the  Greek  laws  relating  to  taxes  on  the  proAtB  of  limited 
panies,  iDcludlng  laws  relating  to  tbe  profits  ot  insurance  companies,  licenses, 
etc.,  and  a  statement  of  the  Anatol^e  Insurance  Co.,  of  Athens,  ma;  be  Inspected 
at  the  Bareau  of  Toreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  79202.] 

UABEET  FOS  BUTTONS  DT  fEENCH  WEST  IBDIES. 

[Consul  Henry  F.  WUcoi,  Goadelonpe.] 

There  is  a  small  but  steady  demand  in  Guadeloupe  for  the  common 
grades  of  buttons  of  bone,  imitation  mother-of-pearl,  metal,  etc., 
such  as  are  usually  sold  in  the  small  dry  goods  stores  of  the  United 
States.  No  buttons  are  manufactured  in  the  island  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  supply  is  received  from  France. 

It  is  probable  that  American  buttons  would  be  imported  into  this 
colony  in  much  greater  quantities  were  it  not  for  the  tact  that  French 
buttons  are  not  subject  to  the  same  duties  as  are  those  from  other 
countries.  The  reduction  in  favor  of  French  buttons  varies  from 
$0.87  to  $131.31  per  100  pounds  net,  according  to  size  and  material. 
So  long  as  this  preferential  duty  is  in  force  there  will  be  very  little 
chance  for  American  exporters  of  buttons  to  compete  with  the  manu- 
facturers in  France. 

The  button  trade  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  dry  goods 
merchants,  who  as  a  rule  obtain  their  supplies  through  purchasmg 
agents  in  France.  These  agents  submit  samples  of  fancy  buttons 
whenever  the  styles  change,  but  the  staple  l)uttons  are  usually  ordered 
from  catalogues  furnished  by  the  agents. 

The  usual  term  of  credit  before  the  war  was  90  days.  Since  that 
time,  however,  the  manufacturers  have  demanded  cash  with  orders. 

[A  list  of  merchants  In  Guadeloupe  who  import  and  sell  buttons  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
coop^atlve  offlces.    Refer  to  file  No.  81472.] 


SALE  OF  HEBEINO  BT  BBITISH  OOVERNHEin. 

[CoDfml  Oeneral  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Oct.  10.] 

Under  the  arrangements  which  the  British  Government  has  con- 
cluded lately  with  Scandinavian  fishing  interests,  whereby  practi- 
cally the  whole  catch  of  herring  is  taken  under  control  by  this  coiin- 
try,  large  quantities  of  fish  have  become  available  for  export  under 
certain  conditions.  The  management  of  the  sale  of  this  fish  rests 
with  the  Restriction  of  Enemy  Supplies  Department,  Waterloo 
Place,  London,  S.  W.  It  is  understood  that  toward  the  middle  of 
November  this  department  will  be  prepared  to  make  sales  of  **8loe 
fulls  "  to  foreign  buyers.  The  department  has  now  on  hand  a  quan- 
tity of  last  year's  Norwegian  herring,  but  these  would  not  be  suit- 
able for  the  jVmerican  market.  The  same  department  now  has  her- 
ring caught  in  the  waters  of  Scotland  and  Iceland  and  cured  during 
the  past  summer,  which  are  stated  to  be  suitable  for  American  trade. 
The  last  prices  of  Iceland  herring  were  60  shillings  ($14.60)  per 
barrel  f.  o.  b.  Scotland,  and  it  is  suggested  that  "sloe  fulls"  are 
likely  to  be  about  60  shillings  f.  o.  b.  Norwegian  ports  this  season. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


OOMMEBGE  BBPOBTS.  437 

TO  OBTAIN  BETTEB  KNOWLEDGE  OF  FBOPERTIES  OP  ZINC. 

Investigations  of  the  properties .  of  various  materials,  including 
metals,  have  been  features  or  recent  work  at  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Standards,  and  one  of  the  most  important  of  these  was  a 
study  of  zinc.  The  bureau  recognizes  that  there  is  insufficient  knowl- 
edge of  the  properties  of  this  material  and  has  undertaken  work 
which  it  proposes  to  have  carried  out  with  thoroughness  and  com- 
pleteness. Specimens  have  been  prepared  for  tests  in  tension,  tor- 
sion, transverse,  cold  bend,  compression,  shearing,  and  hardness. 

Activities  in  numerous  other  lines  are  of  interest  to  industrial  or- 
ganizations. Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  testing  methods  for  galvanized  material  which  has  been  car- 
ried out  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Ma- 
terials, while  several  manufacturers  are  furnishing  the  samples. 

Study  of  Ingots  and  Investigation  of  Balls. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  text  for  the  joint 
research  with  the  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  on  ingots  and  their  charac- 
teristics as  ^hown  in  the  quality  of  rails  made  from  several  ty|>es 
and  methods  of  manufacture.  It  is  also  stated  that  an  investigation 
on  rails  has  progressed  to  such  a  point  that  the  reports  on  the  Great 
Northern  Railroad  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  rails  which  have 
failed  by  transverse  fissure  will  be  finished  shortly,  when  the  chemi- 
cal work  is  done.  The  completion  of  these  reports  will  make  it  po.ssi- 
ble  for  the  redesigning  oi  the  alternating  stress  machine  for  rail 
investigation  to  be  pushed  to  completion. 

Work  that  has  been  undertaken  in  connection  with  ceramics  in- 
cluded the  study  of  domestic  clays,  in  making  gi'aphite  crucibles; 
porcelains,  particularly  pyrometer  tubes;  silicon  hwuk,  the  investi- 
gation with  standard  brands  of  fire  brick  for  the  Refractories  Manu- 
facturers' Association;  the  optical-glass  investigation;  the  use  of 
hydrated  lime  in  Portland-cement  concrete;  and  tke  terra-cotta  in- 
vestigation conducted  for  the  National  Terra  Cotta  Society. 

The  fusible-plug  investigation  has  included  the  making  up  of  a 
large  series  of  tin  alloys  to  demonstrate  the  effect  on  the  melting 
point  of  various  qualities  and  kinds  of  impurities,  as  well  as  the 
effects  on  tin  purity  of  the  use  of  brass  and  bronze  castings,  and  modi- 
fications in  manufacturing  methods.  Progress  has  been  made  also  in 
other  investigations,  including  the  study  of  metJiods  for  determining 
oxides  and  gases  in  steel. 

Tests  of  strength  of  Steel  Colnmns. 

Testing  of  the  two  series  of  columns  of  the  American  Railway  En- 
gineering Association  and  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engmeers 
was  temporarily  interrupted  with  the  object  of  studying  the  data 
already  obtained  and  making  further  supplementary  tests  upon 
specimens  cut  from  the  columns.  A  paper  on  the  strength  of  steel 
oolumns  in  tests  has  been  completed,  and  it  may  be  published  as  a 
technologic  paper. 

A  steam  vulcanizer  has  been  installed  in  the  experimental  rubber 
laboratory  of  the  bureau  for  the  purpose  of  vulcanizing  rubber  tub- 
inf .  A  test  of  unusual  importance  was  made  in  the  case  of  32  inner 
tubes  for  automobile  tires  submitted  by  the  Post  Office  Department. 
The  results  of  these  tests  are  to  be  made  the  basis  for  awarding  the 
contracts.  r^^^^I^ 
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Other  matemls  which  were  investi^ted  by  the  bure&n  were  clay, 
magnesite,  dolomite  mixtures^  fire  brick,  building  brick,  samples  of 
cement  for  various  contracts,  including  the  Panama  contract,  leather, 
lubricating  oils,  mechanical  rubber  goods,  and  paper. 


IHCREASS  IN  FOOD  PBICES  IN  SWEDEN. 

[American  Minister  Ira  N.  Morria,  Stockholm,  Oct.  4.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  prices  of  provisions  in  44 
places  in  Sweden  during  July,  1914  and  1915,  and  June  and  July. 
1916,  together  with  the  percentages  of  increase  or  decrease  between 
July,  1914,  and  July,  1916,  and  between  July,  1916,  and  July,  1916. 
The  prices  are  given  in  Swedish  ore,  100  of  which  are  equivalent 
to  1  Swedish  crown,  valued  at  $0,268.  The  equivalents  of  the  quanti- 
ties used  are  as  follows:  One  liter =1.06  quarts;  1  kilo=2.204^ 
pounds;  1  hectoliter=2.8  bushels. 


Articles. 


July, 
ISM. 


Inlir, 

191S. 


Jona, 
19UI 


July, 
IMS. 


IncT«(W(H-)(irde- 


'July, 
1914,  to 

July. 

l«it. 


July 
191S,  to 

July, 


lUik: 

Not  skimmed Ut«r., 

Band  sicimmed do... 

6epu»ted do... 

Butter: 

Table  (dairy) kilo. 

Kitchen  lountry) do... 

Marsarin,  vecetable do... 

Eggs,  (rMb score., 

Potaloes,  old 6  liters.. 

Do beotullier., 

Peas,  yallou kilo.. 

Beans,  brown do.... 

Fk)ur,  best  Swedish: 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Rye,  sifted do.... 

Oats,  sieamprepared do.... 

Rice,  t>est do... 

Rye  bread: 

Coarw do 

Sod- 

(iwaet do 

Sour do.... 

Wheat  bread: 

Rusks,  round,  ordinary do.... 

Sott- 

Raked  with  water do.... 

Baked  with  milk do 

Beef: 

Fresh,  roast do..., 

Soupm<>at... do.... 

Veal  roast,  fat do 

Veal,  yoonr do 

Uutloa: 

tresb,  roast do 

Sat do.... 

I'ork: 

Fresh <k>.... 

Bait    do..., 

He  ring,  salt do 

C^lTou  (001  raasted),  taatos do..., 

Bugar.  lump do  . . . 

Polr oleum,  water-white iter.. 

Wood; 

Not  sawed cord.. 

Pine  tawed dn..., 

Peat 100  kilos.. 

Coat: 

An'-brao  te  (walnut) hectoliter. , 

Unglisli  household,  kiodlin';,  hecto- 
li  or ,. 

Coke,  gas bcctollier.. 


6te. 

15 
8 
« 

233 
210 
138 
la? 
32 


&Tt. 


10 
9 

7 

281 
252 
Id? 
173 
41 


ill 

75 

44 

59 

118 
97 

131 
V» 

136 
121 

128 
liU 
43 
157 

«4 
20 

2,  COO 
2,090 

205 

.'92 

229 
145 


» 

68 

1.'5 
VU 
104 
W 

171 
lit 

1S7 

204 

48 

va 

m 

i2 

2,820 
3,200 

<ta 

21tt 


dr*. 
18 
10 
8 

304 
2S7 
IKS 
197 

31 
474 

M 
107 


66 

189 
I  0 
197 
118 

221 
US 

221 
233 
93 
180 

68 
20 

8,750 
3,080 

370 

:02 

549 
285 


10 
10 
8 

304 
286 
205 
200 

31 
46t» 

tA 
108 

38 
28 
35 
50 
51 

52 

49 
87 

» 

a 

«6 

£08 
IKl 
218 

lat 

as 

229 
2*.' 
101 
181 
(jS 
27 

3,980 

I.  no 

375 

719 

a» 

295 


Percent. 
+  26.7 
+  25.0 
+  13.3 

+  30.5 
+  36.2 
+  49.3 
+  46.0 
-    3.1 


PereenL 
+  18.8 
+  U.l 
+  14.8 

+  S.3 
+  13.5 
+  23.4 
+  i«.S 
-  24.4 


■y  80.0 

+134.8 

+  22.6 
+  33.3 
+  20.6 
+  ».9 
-i-30.» 

+  28.8 

+  28.9 
+  19.4 

+  18.7 

+  20.5 
+  11.9 

+ ;».. 

+  86.6 
+  62.0 

+  a.» 

+  80.1 
+  «1.0 

+  T5.8 
+  74.8 
+  134.9 
+  21.7 
+  6.3 
+  16.0 

+  53.1 
+  M.5 

+  82.9 

+  83.4 

+1«.8 
-103.4 


+103.4 


-  8.S 
+  54.S 

+  ii.e 

+  17.6 
+  14.6 

-  8.8 
+    8.6 

-  7.1 

+    1.0 

-  i.1 

-  1.1 

-  1.6 

-  8.» 

+  34.S 
+  J7.1 
+  19.9 
+  40.0 

+  84.S 
+  38.0 

+  14.« 

+  U.7 
+U0.4 
+  17.» 

+  a.0 

+  J2.7 

+  41.J 
+  4>.0 
+  37.9 

+  4I.» 

+  n.i 
,+  aU 
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SALE  OF  CANADIAN  POTATOES  IN  CUBA. 

tConanl  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Bronswlck,  Canada,  Oct  20.] 

The  special  representative  of  New  Brunswick  in  Cuba,  in  a  recent 
report  on  the  potato  trade  in  that  country,  states  that  considerable 
shipments  have  arrived  from  eastern  Canada  of  new  crop  potatoes, 
shipments  being  made  by  way  of  Boston.  Although  early  for  ar- 
rival in  Cuba,  the  writer  states  they  are  well  ripened  and  of  good 
color.  Despite  stiU  heavier  arrivals  from  the  United  States,  the 
price  for  Canadian  potatoes  during'  the  last  week  of  September, 
1916,  was  $4.20  to  $4.30  per  sack  of  180  pounds,  or  per  barrel  of  160 
pounds,  c.  i.  f .  Habana. 

The  writer  suggests  that  each  lot  of  potatoes  should  be  distinctively 
marked  with  a  certain  combination  of  letters  or  figures  not  less  thau 
5  inches  high  and  that  when  secondhand  sacks  with  sugar-mill 
marks  are  used,  they  should  be  filled  after  being  turned  inside  out, 
so  that  the  old  marks  will  not  confuse  those  unloading  various 
consignments. 

Preference  is  stated  to  be  given  to  Eaily  Rose  Canadian  potatoes 
for  seed,  of  which  there  is  a  demand  for  about  80,000  bari'els  within 
the  next  six  weeks.  This  variety  for  seed  is  .selling  in  Cuba  at  about 
^.75  to  $5.25  per  barrel,  or  from- 50  cents  to  $1  per  barrel  more  than 
ordinary  table  stock. 

CDHHTTNITT  FABHS  IN  NEW  BSUNSWICK.. 

(Consul-B.  Vcrne  Blchanlson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  Oct.  20.] 

Canada  expects  a  stream  of  immigrants  at  the  close  of  the  Euro- 
pean war.  and  the  government  of  New  Brunswick  already  is  pre- 
paring to  provide  .suitable  settlement  areas  for  those  who  may  elect 
to  make  their  homes  in  this  Province.  A  provincial  advisory  board 
has  been  created,  and  the  members  already  have  made  a  tour  of 
insijection  of  certain  areas  deemed  suitable  for  subdivision  into  small 
agi-icultural  holdings.  Two  experts  from  the  Dominion  Agricul- 
tural Department  have  arrived  in  New  Brunswick  and  are  inspect- 
ing the  districts  provisionally  chosen,  with  a  view  to  determining 
their  fitness  for  settlement. 
To  Be  Laid  Out  According  to  Special  Plan. 

The  New  Brunswick  Government  proposes  that  when  a  block  of 
land  is  finally  accepted,  it  shall  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  according 
to  a  special  plan.  The  railroad  will  pass  through  it  diagonally,  and 
two  main  roads  will  cross  it  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  The  rail- 
road will  serve  as  a  base  line  for  lots,  with  a  corresponding  line  for 
the  base  on  the  other  side  of  the  block.  Every  farm  will  commence 
at  the  main  road  and  run  back  to  one  of  the  base  lines.  No  farm 
will  have  land  on  both  sides  of  the  track. 

Each  block  or  co^nmunity  is  to  have  at  its  central  point  a  model 
farm,  managed  by  a  practical  farmer  placed  there  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  farm  will  produce  the  seeds  required  by  the  surround- 
ing farmers.  Means  of  cooperation  in  buying  and  selling  are  to  be 
provided. 

The  land  in  each  community  will  be  divided  into  sections  ranging 
from  10  to  100  acres  each.  The  Government  proposes  to  sell  these 
farms  at  actual  cost,  on  easy  terms.    Each  purchaser  will  be  rp- 
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auired  to  pay  10  per  cent  down,  and  will  be  given  20  years  to  clear 
le  remainder.  The  Government  will  erect  a  house  and  a  barn  and 
dig  a  well  on  each  farm.  The  purchaser  will  furnish  his  own  im- 
plements, with  the  exception  of  certain  special  appliances  to  be 
shared  by  the  whole  community  and  loaned  by  the  central  model 
farm. 

To  Clear  Only  Portion  of  Eaoh  farm. 

The  Government  intends  to  clear  only  a  portion  of  each  farm,  al- 
lowing the  settler  to  sell  the  wood  from  the  remainder.  The  use  of 
oxen  lor  plowing  and  other  heavy  farm  work  is  to  be  encouraged. 

The  three  areas  now  being  inspected  are  all  within  the  limits  of  the 
Moncton  consular  district,  two  in  Westmoreland  County,  and  one  in 
Kent  County.  The  largest  of  the  three  contains  48  square  miles  of 
territory.    The  others  are  only  slightly  smaller. 


GOVEBNHENT  FITBIICATIOITS  FOR  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  October  28 :  ' 

Canned  Fruits, 'Preserves,  and  Jellies  ■  (Farmers'  Bulletin  203). — SuKgestions 
for  selecting  various  fruits  and  vegetables  for  canning  and  preserving,  with 
numerous  recipes  for  household  methods  of  preparation.     Price.  5  cents. 

Frames  as  a  Factor  in  Truck  Groicing  (Farmers'  Bulletin  460). — Illustrated 
text  on  the  hiis'lng.  under  sash  or  cloth  covers,  Of  lettuce,  radishes,  cucumbers, 
parsley,  beets,  and  similar  crops.    Price,  5  cents. 

Laws  Relating  to  Fur-Hearing  Animals,  1916  (Farmers'  Bulletin  783). — Sum- 
mary of  laws  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  relating  to  protection,  projMiga- 
tlon,  and  bounties.    Price,  5  cents. 

Commercial  Education  (Education  Bureau  Bulletin  25,  1916). — Describes  the 
papers  read  at  the  Second  Pan-American  Scientific  Ck>ngress,  giving  outline 
of  what  the  leading  schools  and  universities  of  the  country  are  doing  In  the 
various  phases  of  business  education.    Price,  10  cents. 


BEaUISITION  OF  HTVElTnOITS  IN  TINITEI)  KENGDOU. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  Sept.  IC] 

A  British  Order  in  Council  of  September  7,  1916j  authorizes  the 
Government  to  require  the  communication  of  particulars  relating 
to  inventions  or  processes  of  manufacture  or  manufactured  articles 
which  may  facilitate  the  production  of  war  material.  It  is  further 
provided,  however,  that  no  communication  so  made  shall  prejudice 
any  right  of  the  inventor  or  owner  to  apply  subsequently  for  a 
patent  for  the  invention. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  ANB  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCS. 


DISTRICT  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBK:  Boom  4M,  Ontomkoue. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cmtomkome. 

CHICAGO!  604  FedonI  Batldlof. 

8T.  L0CI8:  402  Third  NaUoMl  Bulk  BalMliMr. 

ATLANTA :  S21  Pout  Office  Bnlldlng. 

NEW  ORLEANS:   1020  HllwrnU  Baak  BnlldlBg. 

SAN  FBANCI8C0:  S07  CistonkonM. 

HKATTLBt  84S  Hear;  Baltdlag. 


coopniTiTE  omcw. 

CLBTElAlfD:  Ckinlwr  of  Covaeree. 
CINCINNATI  t  Chmber  of  Offrie. 
CINCINNATI  1  C  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bf.  Go. 
L06  ANCIBLESt  Ckaaker  of  Ommnte, 
PHILADELPHIA :  Chanber  of  Comaeno. 
CHATTANOO«Ai  Soith  Amerlun  Asrat, 

era  Br.  Co. 
FOBTLAND,  OBB«.:  Okuaber  of 
DAITON:  OreaUr  Dajtoa  AaMlaUoBi 
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lOKEICar  FILHS  m  ^apahsse  theatei^. 

CTlce  Contrul  B.  B.  Dickover,  Kob«,  Sept.  25.] 

The  Kob4  consular  district  has  between  50  and  60  motion-picture 
theaters.  Their  supplies  are  obtained  from  two  exchanges — ^the 
Tennen  Shoku  Katsudo  Shashin  Kabushiki  Kaisha  (Natural  Color 
Moving- Picture  Corporation)  j  with  the  head  office  at  Suyeyoshi- 
bashi  3  chrome,  Shmsai-bashi,  Nishi-iru,  Osaka,  and  the  Nippon 
Katsudo  Shashin  Kabushiki  Kaisha  (Japanese  Moving-Picture  Cor- 

¥3ration),  with  the  head  office  at  Kamimald-cho,  Nihonbashi-ku, 
ok^o.  These  two  firms  import  all  the  foreign  films  used  in  this 
district,  and  control  the  sale  of  films  manufactured  in  Japan.  They 
also  import  and  sell  the  projectors  and  other  instriunents  used  in 
exhibiting  moving  pictures. 
Xajority  Show  Both  Foreisa  and  Domestic  Vilms. 

There  are  no  low-price,  continuous-performance  motion-picture 
theaters  in  this  district.  Ordinarily  only  one  performance  of  6  to  ^6 
reels,  lasting  about  three  hours,  is  given  each  day.  The  prices  of 
admission  vary  from  5  to  30  cents,  depending  upon  the  seats  taken. 
Some  of  the  theaters  show  a  complete  program  of  Japanese  films 
and  other  a  complete  program  of  foreign  films,  but  the  great  majority 
of  the  houses  combine  the  two  classes  in  about  equal  proportions. 
The  theaters  which  cater  to  the  *laboring  class  maKe  a  specialty  of 
native  films^  while  those  patronized  by  the  better  class  of  Japanese 
and  by  foreigners  exhibit  either  a  combination  of  foreign  and  domes- 
tic films  or  only  foreign  films.  The  program  is  changed  every  week 
or  10  days. 

Most  of  the  foreign  photoplays  are  French,  Italian,  or  English 
dramas  or  American  comedies.  Very  few  of  the  better  grade  of 
American  plays  have  been  seen  here.  The  exchanges  explain  this  fact 
by  stating  that  European  films  are  cheaper,  and  that  they  can  not 
afford  to  pay  the  high  rates  charged  for  the  Japanese  rights  to  good 
American  plays.  A  tendency  to  exhibit  the  serial  adventure  films 
so  popular  in  America  has  developed  recently,  however. 
Plays  of  Adventure  with  "  ThrlUs  "  Popular. 

Detective  plays  with  plenty  of  hidden  staircases,  airships  in  action, 
"slap-stick"  comedies,  and  plays  of  adventure  with  many  "thrills" 
are  demanded.  The  "sob  plays"  also  are  well  patronized  by  the 
Japanese  women.    Society  and  problem  plays  are  not  in  demand. 

American  exporters  will  not  be  likely  to  succeed  in  any  attempts 
they  may  make  to  sell  films  direct  to  the  theaters.  The  motion- 
picture  houses  are  usually  controlled  by  the  film  exchanges,  and  they 
must  take  the  films  that  are  given  them.  The  fact  that  titles,  sub- 
titles, leaders,  and  inserts  in  the  foreign  films  are  printed  in  English 
results  in  a  demand  for  translations  and  explanations  of  the  action. 
These  are  made  by  men  in  the  exchanges,  and  are  read  by  a  sort  of 
lecturer  who,  standing  beside  the  screen,  translates  the  action  as  the 
play  proceeds.  It  would  be  impossible  for  each  small  theater  to  em- 
ploy a  man  conversant  with  English  and  with  foreign  customs  to 
BQterpret  each  play. 
Bxport  Bnalnest  PostiUe  with  Foreign  Snperrision, 

The  films  manufactured  in  this  district  are  not  likely  to  find  ap- 
vredative  audiences  in  America.    The  photography  is-often  poor, 
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and  the  action  is  slow,  on  account  of  long  intervals  during  which  the 
actors  converse.  Films  produced  here  under  foreign  supervision, 
however,  probably  would  prove  acceptable,  as  the  beautiful  scenery 
and  many  charming  customs  of  the  Japanese  could  be  utilized  to 
great  advantage. 

As  the  exchanges  do  not  stick  to  any  one  film  service,  but  buy 
their  films  all  over  the  world,  it  would  not  pay  to  advertise  heavily 
in  the  local  papers  for  the  sake  of  the  one  or  two  films  that  might  m 
sold  each  month.  Advertising  posters  for  use  in  front  of  the  theaters 
are  of  little  value,  as  the  exchanges  furnish  with  the  films  hand- 
painted  posters  in  the  Japanese  language.  Photographs  of  the  actors 
and  of  scenes  in  the  play  are  used  to  some  extent.  No  projectors  or 
other  supplies  for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  are  produced  in 
this  district. 

The  import  duty  on  films  is  $3.10  per  pound,  including  the  inner 
packing,  if  developed.  The  duty  on  moving-picture  projectors  (cine- 
matographs) and  on  moving-picture  cameras  is  50  per  coat  ad 
.valorem. 

AHEBICAN  C0NST7IAB  OFTICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

i'urisdictions.    The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
nterviews.    He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulatei 


Nome. 


Post. 


Explra- 
tiooof 
venue. 


Address. 


PPte,  wnUamJ 

Oraoey,  Wilbur  T 

DonaliLwo,  Chester — 

Clam,  HartddD 

CbsmberUn,  Oeorg*  E. 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Wlnslow,  Edward  D... 

Uorgan,  Henry  B 

Watson,  lOhn  J.  C 

Albert,  Talbot  J 

WUIrlrh,  Oebhard 

Waddoll,  Alexnnder  W 
Hanson,  OeorgeC 


St.  nail,  Swltnrland. 
Serllle,  Spain 


Port  Limw,  Costa 
Rica. 

CalKary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Oeorgetown.Oulana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay . 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Hamburg,  Germany. 

St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon . 

Hanover,  Oermany. . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athens.  Oreece 

Swatow,  China. 


Nov.    I 
Oct.  30 


Not.  2t 

Nov.  18 

Deo.  14 
Dec  1 
Deo.   U 

Deo.    1 

Dec.  35 

..do..... 
Deo.  30 
..do..., 
..do.... 


Det»rtment  of  Stite,  Wa"i>ilnrton,  T>.  C. 

C/o  District  Omoe,  Bureau  of  Forelsn 
and  Domestic  Commerre,  Room  409^ 
Castmnhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Tonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I>n. 

C/0  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  S04  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 

KnlcxerhocKer  Uotel,  Forty^secoad 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  Yorli  City. 

127  West  Ormsby  .\venuo,  Louisvilfe, 

Ky.,  unill  No-,  la 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 
Do. 
12B  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


LATEK  FiaTTRES  ON  THE  JAPANESE  BICE  CBOF. 

[Consul  Oencral  G«orge  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama.  Oct.  4.] 

Supplementing  my  previous  report  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Oct.  If],  official  estimates  up  to  September  23  give  the  probable  rice 
crop  of  Japan  for  1916  as  50,377,254  koku  (288,651,540  bushels). 
This  is  above  the  average  by  4,266,762  koku  (21,845,821  bushels)  and 
is  larger  than  any  rice  crop  for  the  last  10  years  except  the  record 
crop  of  1914,  which  amounted  to  57,006^541  koku  (291,873,490 
bufiiiels).  ^  J 
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FBOJEOTES  SEVELOPKBMT  OF  SIBEBIA. 

{SmnmaxT  of  article  In  Wedily  BnUetlB,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Ottawa,  Oct  23.] 

Ib  western  Siberia,  which  stretches  from  the  Ural  Mountains  to 
the  eeetion  east  of  the  Yenisei  River,  trade  is  more  or  less  subject  to 
iiie  influoices  of  European  Russia,  through  which  in  normal  times 
f<n^gii  supplies  are  imported.  The  central  zone  of  Siberia,  consist- 
ing of  the  territory  around  Irkutsk,  is  important  chiefly  from  the 
pmnt  of  view  of  mineral  development.  The  distance  from  export 
markets  limits  the  yield  of  agricultural  and  other  products,  and  this 
district  does  not  offer  as  good  prospects  for  future  trade  as  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  The  eastern  part  of  Asiatic  Russia,  beyond 
Lake  Baikal,  is  generally  known  as  the  Russian  Far  East,  and  the 
trade  in  this  territory  is  a  specialized  business  distinct  from  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  Empire.  The  bulk  of  the  supplies  for  this  region  is 
imported  througli  Vladivostok. 

Oeaftral  Seaeriptiaa  of  Western  Siberia. 

Western  Siberia  is  the  most  important  section  agriculturally  and 
is  the  most  thickly  settled.  Out  of  a  total  population  for  Siberin  of 
11,600,000,  nearly  9,000,000  are  settled  on  the  plains  of  western 
Siberia  and  in  the  foothills  of  the  Altai.  These  plains  stretch  across 
the  continent  for  almost  1,200  miles  without  a  break  to  the  Altai 
Mountains  and  are  watered  by  the  great  rivers  of  Siberia^the  Ob, 
the  Irtish,  and  the  Yenisei — which  flow  in  a  north  and  south  direction 
i»  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

The  Altai  Mountains  cross  Siberia  from  southwest,  to  northeast, 
forming  the  northwest  edge  of  the  great  central  Asiatic  tableland, 
I?i  the  north  the  plains  of  western  Siberia  are  covered  with  n  forest 
belt,  rich  in  unexploitcd  timber  and  fur-bearing  animals,  but  consist- 
ing lai^ely  of  impassable  swamp.  South  of  this  forest  zone  extends 
between  latitudes  55  and  57  the  black-earth  region  of  Siberia,  the 
section  most  attractive  for  agricultural  colonization.  Farther  to  the 
south  are  the  dry  steppes,  which  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  nomadic 
Tartar  tribes  with  large  flocks  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  goats.  In 
the  foothills  of  the  Altai  and  at  higher  altitudes  there  arv  also  excel- 
lent agi-icultural  lands  and  pastures  of  alpine  meadow,  including  an 
area  of  black-earth  belt  that  is  probably  the  richest  in  Siberia.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  the  black-earth  zone  of  the  western  Siberian 
plains  and  the  foothills  of  the  Altai  farther  east  could,  if  properly 
cultivated,  support  five  times  the  present  population  of  European 
Russia. 
Uberlaa  Development  Halted  by  Transportation  Slflonltles. 

The  economic  development  of  western  Siberia  since  the  completion 
of  the  Transsiberian  Railway  has  been  notable.  During  the  10  years 
preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  emigration  to  Saberia  from 
European  Russia  was  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  nearly  300,000  per- 
sons per  annum.  This  great  influx  of  people  naturally  tended  to 
enhance  the  growth  of  the  riches  of  the  country  from  year  to  year. 
The  rt-siilt  was  tha*  the  surplus  of  agricultural  products  available  for 
distribution  on  the  export  and  European  Russian  markets  greatly  in- 
creased and  before  the  war  had  already  attained  large  dimensions. 
The  exports  of  butter  from  western  Siberia,  for  example,  which  be- 
gan in  1897,  amounted  in  1913  to  over  178,000,000  pounds. 
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The  inadequate  transportation  facilities  have  made  it  possible  to 
ship  abroad  from  Siberia  only  high-priced  products  of  small  bulk, 
such  as  butter.  Great  difficulties  have  sometimes  been  experienced 
in  marketing  surplus  grain  and  local  prices  have  sunk  below  cost. 
The  transsiberian  main  line  and  steamer  services  on  the  principal 
rivers  were  long  the  only  means  of  transportation,  and  settlement 
was  confined  to  a  narrow  territory  along  the  railway  and  the  river 
banks.  The  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  region, 
as  well  as  the  rich  stores  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  and  coal,  has 
been  awaiting  the  construction  of  branch  railway  lines. 
Rallioads  Xeeently  Completed  or  Approaohlng  Completion. 

The  Tyumen-Omsk  line  was  constructed  before  the  war  and  the 
double-tracking  of  the  transsiberian  has  been  completed  from  Omsk 
to  the  junction  with  the  Amur  Railway.  The  Amur  Railway  is  built 
along  the  border  of  Russian  Territory  adjoining  Manchuria  and, 
with  the  Ussuri  Railway  from  Khabarovsk  to  Vladivostok,  provides 
an  all-Russian  route  to  the  Pacific  as  an  alternative  to  the  older 
route  from  Kuenga  eastward  over  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway. 

During  the  present  year  three  new  important  railway  lines  have 
lieen  opened  for  traffic  and  the  construction  of  a  fourth  will  soon  be 
completed,  as  follows : . 

(1)  The  Altai  Railway  (514  miles)  runs  south  from  Novoni- 
kolaievsk  to  Semipalatinsk,  an  important  trade  point  on  the  upper 
Irtish  River. 

(2)  The  Kulundin  Railway  (200  miles)  runs  south  from  Tatarskoi, 
on  the  Siberian  Railway  120  miles  east  of  Omsk,  to  Slavgorod. 

(3)  The  Kolchugino  Railway  (124  miles),  from  the  Siberian  Rail- 
way to  Kolchugino,  serves  the  Kuznetsk  coal  fields  and  a  region  rich 
in  other  minerals.  Concessions  for  200  miles  of  other  lines  have 
been  granted  to  a  private  syndicate,  which  has  also  obtained  au- 
thority for  establishing  a  large  metallurgical  and  coke  factory  near 
Kuznetsk. 

(4)  The  Minusinsk  Railway  (276  miles),  shortly  to  be  completed, 
will  run  south  from  Achinsk,  on  the  Siberian  line,  to  Minusinsk,  on 
the  upper  Yenisei  River,  traversing  a  region  with  a  fertile  soil  and 
valuable  deposits  of  coal  and  iron. 

SHterlan  Bailroad  Projects  Covering  Hext  five  Tears. 

The  following  railroads  in  Siberia  are  to  be  constructed,  if  pos- 
sible, by  1922,  and  at  any  r.ite  not  later  than  1927: 

(1)  The  South  Siberian  line  (1,000  miles)  will  run  from  Orsk,  in 
Orenburg  Government,  European  Russia,  through  Akmolinsk  to 
Slavgorod,  the  present  termmiis  of  the  Kulundin  Railway,  and 
Barnaul,  where  it  will  connect  with  the  Altai  Railway  and  the 
Kuznetsk-Barnaul  branch  of  the  Kolchugino  Railway.  It  will  be 
extended  later  to  Minusinsk.  The  railway  will  provide  an  outlet  for 
the  agricultural  products  of  the  Kirghiz  Steppes,  the  upper  Irtish 
and  Ob  Rivers,  and  the  foothills  of  the  AJtai,  and  for  the  copper, 
lead,  and  zinc  of  the  Semipalatinsk  and  Akmolinsk  districts. 

(2)  The  Akmolinsk-Spassky  Copper  Mines  Railroad  will  connect 
the  proposed  South  Siberian  trunk  line  with  mineral  areas  to  the 
south. 

(3)  The  Slavgorod-Seinipalatinsk-Verny  line  (1,000 miles).  Vemy 
promises  to  be  the  trade  center  for  an  extensive  district  and  also  the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


COMMEBCB  BEPOBTB.  445 

emporium  for  trade  with  rimer  Mongolia.  A  railway  is  already  be- 
ing constrtK^d  to  Vemy  from  the  Tashkent  Railway  in  Russian 
Turkestan.  Rail  ccMmection  with  western  Siberia  should  therefore 
render  possible  the  exchange  of  Siberian  grain  and  other  products 
for  thfi  semitropical  products  of  Turkestan. 

HI  The  Petropavlovsk-Kokchetav  Railroad  (100  miles)  will  run 
south  from  the  Siberian  to' Kokchetav. 

(5)  and  (6)  The  Kolchugino-Kuznetsk-Telebesse  and  Kuznetsk- 
Barnaul  lines  are  projected  extensions  of  the  Kolchugino  Railway. 

(7^  The  Ekatennburg-Sinarskaya  and  Shadrinsk-Kurgan  lines. 

(8)  The  Achinsk- Yeniseisk  Railroad,  running  north  from  the 
Trans-Siberian  to  Yeniseisk,  will  serve  rich  agricultural  districts. 

(9)  The  Lena  Railway,  from  the  Transsiberian  line  to  the  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Lena,  will  afford  rail  connection  with  the  Lena 
gold  fields. 

Some  of  these  railroads  are  to  be  built  by  the  Government  and  for 
others  concessions  are  to  be  granted  to 'private  concerns.  It  is  re- 
quired that  the  equipment  be  purchased,  so  far  as  possible,  in  Rus- 
sia, but  it  will  be  impossible  for  Russian  firms  to  supply  all  the 
materials  necessary  and  a  large  amount  will  have  to  be  imported. 
Plans  for  Kefrigeratlng:  Plants  and  Grain  Elevators. 

Additional  cold-storage  plants  and  grain  elevators  are  other  essen- 
tials to  Siberia's  development,  and  plans  are  being  made  for  their 
construction.  A  large  refrigerating  plant  has  been  constructed  by 
a  private  concern  at  Kurgan,  but  additional  facilities  are  necessary. 
The  Commission  on  Cold  Storage  recently  held  a  meeting  at  Ekater- 
inburg and  decided  to  submit  to  the  Duma  a  plan  for  the  establish- 
ment of  cold-storage  plants  at  central  points  throughout  western 
Siberia  and  for  the  provision  of  more  refrigerator  cars  on  the  rail- 
ways. Several  points  in  western  Siberia  have  also  been  selected  as 
suitable  centers  for  grain  elevators,  concessions  for  which  will  be 
granted  by  the  Imperial  State  Bank. 

Prospective  Demand  for  Manufactures — Separate  Bepresentation  for  Siberia. 

The  provision  of  more  adequate  transportation  facilities  will  re- 
sult in  more  advanced  methods  of  exploiting  the  country's  agricul- 
tural, mineral,  forest,  and  fishery  resources.  The  gold  yield,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  doubled,  and  the  iron  and  steel  industry  will  yield 
during  the  first  seven  years  about  960,000  tons  of  iron  annually. 
With  this  development  would  be  established  specialized  industries 
catering  to  the  crowing  demand  for  manufactured  goods,  and  the 
equipment  for  these  factories  would  have  to  be  imported.  Western 
Siberia  should  offer  a  growing  market  for  finished  manufactures 
also,  which  must  in  most  cases  be  imported. 

A  large  share  of  the  trade  of  western  Siberia  is  controlled  by 
European  Russian  houses,  which  purchase  in  Moscow  the  foreign 
supplies  required  for  their  branches  in  various  centers.  There  is  a 
tendency,  however,  toward  the  establishment  of  strong;  local  inde- 
pendent firms  ordering  their  requirements  of  foreign  jgoods  direct 
For  most  lines  of  trade  a  foreign  firm  is  therefore  advised  to  estab- 
lish an  agency  for  this  territory  apart  from  its  representation  in 
European  Russia. 
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Trade  Kethods — Present  and  Trospective  ITeeds. 

Stocks  of  all  sorts  of  imported  goods  are  depleted  and  prices  are 
very  high.  A  considerable  amount  of  Japanese  and  Swedish  prod- 
ucts are  being  shipped  to  Siberia.  These  countries  are  making  every 
eflfort  to  have  their  goods  known  and  connections  established  so  that 
their  firms  shall  be  in  a  strong  position  when  normal  trade  is  re- 
sumed. The  execTition  of  a  few  trial  orders,  even  if  small,  under  the 
present  difficult  conditions,  would  go  far  toward  establishmg  perma- 
nent connections. 

The  following  goods  may  be  mentioned  as  among  those  for  which 
the  demand  is  great:  Tools,  builders'  hardware,  electric-light  fit- 
tings, enameled  ironware,  hand  pumps,  razors,  knitted  goods,  noisery-, 
handKerchiefs,  paper,  and  stationery.  The  possibility  of  supplying 
machinery  and  equipment  in  connection  with  the  following  under- 
takings warrants  careful  study  andj  if  possible,  personal  investiga- 
tion :  Construction  of  railways,  gram  elevators,  refrigerator  plants, 
railway-car  shops,  flour  mills,  leather  factories,  meat-canning  fac- 
tories, ironworks,  and  coal  ana  other  mining  equipment. 


AXEBICAN  OPFOBTinnTT  AT  LYON  SAHPLE  FAIB. 

(Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  France,  Oct.  11.] 

Arrangements .  have  been  completed  by  the  American  consulate 
for  the  rental  of  a  large  booth  at  the  coming  sample  fair  at  Lyon.  It 
is  urged  that  manufacturers  send  immediately  several  copies  of  their 
catalogues  addressed  to  the  American  consul  at  Lyon.  In  order  that 
these  may  be  promptly  classified  and  arranged  they  should  be  for- 
warded at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Catalogues  printed  in  the 
French  language,  with  weights  and  measures  expressed  in  the  metric 
system,  are  preferred.  Such  publications  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
prospective  purchasers  and  will  expedite  the  work  of  the  clerks 
detailed  by  the  consulate  to  assist  in  translations. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  inclose  business  cards  in  order  that  inter- 
ested visitors  may  take  away  with  them  the  names  and  addresses  of 
flrofis. 

fStatenients  regnrdlnR  the  plans  for  the  second  sample  fair  at  Lyon  were 
pdhllsbed  In  Commeb(»:  Repobts  for  Aug.  22  and  Sept.  1,  191G.] 


TKANSPOBTATION  OF  FTJIF  WOOL  IN  CANADA. 

I  Consul  E.  Verne  Slchardson,  Moncton,  New  Bmnswlck,  Oct.  18.] 

Large  quantities  of  pulp  wood  were  cut  last  winter  along  the  line 
of  the  Cfanadian  Government  Railway  in  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick.  To  move  this  stock  special  cars  are  re(}uired,  as  the 
loading  is  frequently  done  by  conveyers  and  the  ordinary  box  car 
is  not  suitable.  The  Moncton  shops  were  accordingly  given  an  order 
to  remodel  175  box  cars  and  to  convert  them  into  pulp-wood  cars. 
This  was  done  by  removing  the  roofs  from  the  requisite  number  of 
bad-order  cars  and  fitting  running  boards  and  handrailings  for  the 
protection  of  the  trainmen.  These  cars  were  thoroughly  overhauled 
and  repaired  before  being  replaced  in  the  service. 
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PSOFOSAIS  FOK  fiKIVE&NMEirT  STJPFUES  AlTD  CONSTRUCTION. 

(OatreapeadeBce  rtvoM  b«  direct  witk  the  oSees  named,  aad  RpecttcBtlnus  can  nmMlly 
fee  «Mataed  >t  the  poiate  wtiere  tlie  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  woric  Is  to  bo  per- 
<Mi  llU'd  In  casni  where  the  tine  llnU  Is  too  short  to  permit  flrmg  te  submit  tenders,  they 
abanM  aak  to  lie  placed  «a  the  malltBir  lists  of  socb  offlces  to  rcccirc  notices  calllns  for 
fMwr  sopites  or  work  of  a  similar  nstnre.] 

lAne-throwing  gung.  No.  3755. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  T.iglit- 
hoaae  Inspector,  T(wq>kliisnile,  IS.  T..  uatU  KoveiBber  IS,  1916,  for  10 
line-throwing  gnns.  Fiirther  Informatioa  may  be  obtained  from  the  above- 
named  officer. 

Yettrinary  BHppUea,  No.  S756. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Port  Mason,  San  Fmocisco,  Cal., 
vntU  November  3,  1916,  for  furnishing  aoetic  acid,  areca  nut  farriers' 
Instrument  eases,  flaxseed  meal,  sulphate  flf  qflinlne,  sulphnte  of  sodium, 
Btaphylosero-bacterln,  In  syringes,  and  dog  worm  remedy. 

yettei.  No.  5175T. — Seal«d  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Dodra,  Navy  Department,  Wasflilngton,  D.  C,  trntil  Noveral)er  22,  1&16, 
for  tbe  sale  to  the  Govermuent  of  a  vessel  of  American  reid^ti'y  suitatiie  for 
use  by  the  Naval  Militia  of  Illinois.  Forms  of  proposals  and  further  In- 
formation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  al>ove-aamcd  oflice. 

VetUUatinf  tystemt.  No.  3758. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Doclts,  Navy  Departmeiit,  Washington  D.  C.  until  November 
20,  1916,  for  three  ventilating  systems,  including  blowers,  motors,  plenum 
chambers,  ventilators,  air  ducts,  and  ncees.sorles.  In  Buildings  Nos.  17.  2.'), 
and  20,  at  the  Unite<l  States  Navy  Yard,  I'hiladelphla,  I'n.  Plans  and  siK-ci- 
fications  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Dodcs  w  from  tl»e 
commandant  of  tbe  navy  yard  named. 

Remodeling  oj  cuttomkouse.  No.  3750. — Sealed  proposjils  will  be  received  at  the 
Oflice  of  the  Supervising  Arcliitect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  Noveraber  17,  1910,  for  tbe  remodeling  of  the  Unltoil  States 
customhou.se  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Drawings  and  specifications  uiny  be 
obtained  from  the  superlntemlent  of  construction  at  the  customhouse.  New 
Orleans,  La.,  or  from  the  above-named  oflice. 

Planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc..  No.  3760. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  22,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Federal  buildings  In  Arkansas,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  New  Mexico,  and  Colorado,  in  accordance  with 
plans  and  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  upon  application 
to  the  respective  custo<Ilans  of  the  buildings  or  at  the  above-name<1  offloe. 

Motor-dredpe  tender.  No.  3761. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  until  December  1.  1«16,  for  the 
construction  of  motor-dredge  tender  ilantco.  Furtlier  infortnatlon  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-nametl  office. 

Planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc..  No.  3762. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  30.  1916,  for  planting  trees,  slu-ubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  Federal  buildings  in  tbe  Stntes  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin.  North 
Dakota,  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  Michigan,  in  accordance  with  plans  and 
specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  cus- 
todians of  tbe  respective  buildings  or  to  the  above-named  oflice. 

lAghling  fixtures.  No.  3763.— Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  OflBce  of 
the  Supervising  Architect.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  24,  1916.  for  furnishing  and  Installing  lighting  fixtures  In  the 
United  Stntes  post-office  buildings  at  Anoka.  Minn. ;  Antlgo,  Wis. ;  Arkadel- 
phla.  Ark. ;  Attleboro,  Mass. ;  Brenham.  Tex. ;  F.llensburg,  Wash. ;  Grand 
Junction,  Colo.;  Greenwicti,  Conn.;  Humlwldt,  Tenn. ;  Norton,  Va. ;  Ridg- 
way.  Pa. ;  and  Valley  City,  N.  Dale  Copies  of  plans  and  q(>ecIflcatlons  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Oflice  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Oonstructton,  alterations,  etc..  No.  3764. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  29,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  mezzanine  floors  and 
certain  alterations,  etc.,  at  the  United  Stntes  post  office  nnd  courthouse, 
Philadelphia,  Pn.  Drawings  nnd  specifications  mny  be  obtnlnetl  from  the 
custodian  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  or  at  the  Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect, 
Washington,  D.  O.  r^  ] 
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FOBEION  TBAOE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareita  and  Its  district  oiBcea.     Reqoest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atMe  opportonlt^  aamD«r> 

The  Bareao  does  not  furnlHli  credit  ratlDgs  or  assume  responslblllt;  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases  Symbols: 
'Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attach^  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  ^Direct  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Apples    22871 

iufomobllcs 22f.«5 

Cash    boxes 22«72 

Chemicals    22870 

Coffee  mills 22872 

Combs -  22862,22874 

Cotton   piece  goods 228«:< 

Cream  of  tartar  substitute 22866 

Crockery  and  glassware 22872 

Drugs 22870 

Embroideries 22874 

Oelalinc 2287.5 

Gloves    22874 

Garters 22874 

Haberdashery    22864,22874 

Handkerchiefs 22862 


Hardware,  light .-  2286a 

Hosiery 22862,  22874 

Jewelry,  cheap 22874 

Leather  goods 22862 

Molds,    cement 22Ktt» 

Notions - 22862.  22874 

I'lated    ware 22862 

Safes,   steel 22872 

Shoe    fasteners 22862 

Stipladdera 22872 

Steel    Inth 22867 

Store  flzturee 22872 

Toys 22*62 

Underwear 22862 

Wearing  apparel  for  women..  22862,  22864 


22862.t — An  import  house  In  Chile  Is  In  the  market  for  hosiery,  underwear, 
combs,  and  hairpins,  silk  topcoats  and  wrappers  for  women,  fasteners  for 
shoes,  dolls,  toys,  imitation  plated  gift  articles,  pocketbooks,  cardcases, 
hand  bags,  children's  suits,  and  handkerchiefs.  Oorrespondence  in  Spanish. 
References. 

22863.* — ^An  established  firm  in  Norway  deslree  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  piece  goods,  of  the  kind  used  for  worklngmen's  overalls. 

22864.1 — ^A  business  man  from  France  who  is  now  in  the  United  States  desires 
to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  haberdashery 
goods  and  wearing  apparel  for  women.    References. 

22866.* — An  automobile  dealer  in  Spain  is  desirous  of  puivliasing  American 
automobiles.    Correspondence  in  Spanish  Is  preferred.  - 

22866.t — A  company  In  the  United  Kingdom,  manufacturing  malt  products, 
wants  to  purchase  cream  of  tartar  substitute.  Cash  against  documents  in 
New  York. 

22867.$ — A  general  contractor  In  a  foreign  colonial  possession  desires  catalogues, 
prices,  etc.,  of  steel  lath  for  concrete  work. 

22868. t — The  representative  of  an  Italian  firm  now  in  tho  United  States  wishes 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  light  hardware.  Correspondence 
in  English.     References. 

g2869.} — A  firm  In  Colombia  would  like  to  secure  the  names  of  iniinufacturers  of 
pillar  moldings  and  molds  for  decorations  of  cement. 

22870.* — A  business  man  in  Central  America  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for 
the  West  Indies  and  Central  America  for  drugs  and  chemicals.  Corre- 
spondence In  English.    References. 

22871.* — ^A  man  in  Canada  is  in  the  market  for  three  or  four  carloads  of  apples, 
such  as  Baldwins,  Northern  Spy,  Russets,  and  Greenings.    Reference. 

22872.* — A  wholesale  merchant  in  East  Africa  desires  catalogues  with  prices  of 
medium  grades  of  crockery,  china  and  glassware,  coffee  mills  (hand),  cash 
boxes,  steel  safes,  stepludtlers,  and  store  flxtures. 

22873.*— A  firm  In  Brazil  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  American  exporters  of 
gelatin.    Correspondence  in  Portuguese  or  Frencli. 

22874.* — A  firm  in  Russia  desires  to  communicate  with  American  mannfactur* 
ers  of  hosiery,  gloves,  garters,  collars,  cuffs,  neckties,  embroideries,  comt>a, 
pins,  needles,  buttons,  and  cheap  Jewelry. 
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SUCCESSFTn  OBAIN  CONGBESS  HELD  AT  LTON. 

[Consal  J.  E.  Jonen.  Lyon,  Prance,  Sept,  80.] 

The  thirty-seventh  Lyon  grain  congress,  held  September  25  and  26, 
has  been  voted  the  most  impoi-tant  of  the  entire  series.  The  iden  of 
holding  an  annual  conference  of  grain  interests  originated  with  the 
leading  commercial  publication  oi  Lyon,  and  it  has  always  attracted 
attention  because  of  the  importance  of  its  deliberations. 

Other  grain  conferences  are  held  in  France,  notably  those  at  Dijon 
and  Nancy,  hut  because  of  the  early  dat^  at  which  they  take  place, 
these  are  not  so  important  as  the  one  at  Lyon,  where  samples  of  the 
last  crop  are  shown  and  prices  established.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
buyers  await  the  annual  grain  congress  here  before  placing  orders. 

All  parts  of  France  are  repi-esented  at  the  conference,  which 
usually  begins  on  the  large  avenue  just  outside  the  Bourse,  and  con- 
cludes at  a  large  meeting  held  in  the  offices  of  the  Stock  Exclnnge. 
This  year's  congress  was  the  third  held  in  Lyon  during  the  present 
war,  and  its  great  success  was  due  to  the  large  number  of  buyei-s 
present.  Unlike  other  congresses,  no  representatives  from  the  neutral 
nations  were  present. 

The  discussions,  which  la.sted  two  days,  brought  out  many  im- 
portant facts  concerning  crop  conditions  in  various  sections  of  the 
country. 


Market  Sought  for  Tropical  Woods. 

A  Venezuelan  bu.siness  man  informs  an  American  consul  that  he 
is  in  a  posititm  to  offer  large  quantities  of  cedar,  mahogany,  divi-divt 
Brazil  wood,  and  other  native  woods.  He  also  wishes  to  learn  it 
there  is  a  market  in  the  United  States  for  crude  pyrolignic  acid  and, 
if  so,  the  price  in  New  York  and  the  proper  method  of  packing.  The 
inquirer's  address  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Koreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring 
to  file  No.  80958. 
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EXT£]fHOir  OV  SAILB0A9  DT  COLOMBIA. 

[Tlce  Consul  Claads  B.  QuyMrt.  fiama^aiUa,  Oct.  12.] 

The  firm  of  Pedro  A.  Iiopes  A  Coi,  of  Bogota,  has  made  ft  Wll- 
tract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  the  Colombian  Gov- 
ernment for  the  extension  of  the  Ferrocarril  del  Noroeste  (Nc^th- 
western  Railroadj  from  Nemocon  to  Saboya,  a  distance  of  some  75 
kilometers  (47  miles),  with  an  option  on  a  contract  to  continue  the 
construction  on  to  San  Gil,  in  the  Department  of  Santander.  about 
140  kilometers  farther.  The  contract  has  not  yet  been  finally  ap- 
proved by  Congress  and  the  President.  The  Ferrocarril  del  Noro- 
este at  present  extends  north  from  Bogota  a  little  over  50  kilometers 
to  Nemocon.  The  projected  extension  will  carry  the  line  well  to  the 
north  into  the  Department  of  S.antander  and  will  be  a  great  step 
toward  the  completion  of  the  long- projected  route  from  Bogota 
through  Bucaramanga  and  oD  to  the  Magdalena  Riirer  at  Puerto 
Wilches,  a  route  which  will  bring  Bogota  several  days  nearer  to  the 
coast. 

The  contractors  are  bound  in  the  sum  of  $100,000  for  due  compli- 
ance with  their  obligations,  and  provision  is  made  for  a  Government 
subvention  of  $10,000  for  each  kilometer  (0.62  mile)  constructed. 
In  addition  to  this  payment  the  Government  is  to  turn  over  to  the 
concessionaires  that  portion  of  the  railroad  already  built,  lying  be- 
tween Zipaquira  and  Nemocon^  which  is  valued  in  the  contract  at 
$400,000.  At  the  expiration  of  the  contract  (the  term  of  which  is 
not  known  here,  but  which  is  probably  50  years)  the  road  built  under 
the  contract  and  the  piece  between  Zipaquira  and  Kemoron  become 
the  property  of  the  Government. 

FBEVCH  EXBAKeO  1X9  T&ASS  XEOVIATIOSS. 

ECablcsrea  from  AnMrtcM  AMUWI  poerd,  Pttrla.  Oct.  81.} 

A  decree  of  October  24  prohibits  the  export,  transit,  *^.,  from 
French  colonies  and  protectorates  oth«r  than  Tunis  ttnd  Mowwfto 
of  the  following  products:  Silk  in  cocoon*  or  mw  or  thrtxwft,  *«d 
dyed  or  thrown  and  dyed  silk;  floes  silk  and  byssos?  floss  and  conrfte 
silk  thread;  sewing,  embroiders,  passementerie,  cords,  and  i^Mr 
silk  thread ;  artificial  silk-thread  stock ;  silk  or  floss  fabrics.  p8i*  «c 
mixed ;  and  all  artificial  silk  fabrics.  The  decree*  is  SBb|ect  %»  tfce 
usual  exceptions. 

An  order  of  October  28  permits  the  export,  tmnsit,  etc.,  instA  &tb 
colonies  to  the  usual  allied  nations  and  countries  of  North  and  8o<ith 
America  of  the  following  goods:  All  f»tty  acids;  sulphurous  anhy- 
drids;  arrack ;  aspbalt;  whale  end  ca^sW^pernnceti ;  borax,  boracic 
acid,  and  other  boron  compounds;  bituminous  limestone;  cinnamon; 
metallic  chloride.^,  except  gold  and  pfatinnm  chlorides;  metalioidal 
chlorides;  blacking;  glae,  all  kinds,  and  materials  therefor,  io- 
cluding  egg  or  serum  albumen,  dried  blood,  gelatin  amt  glue*  rmr<fe 
from  hides,  from  hide  and  leather  waste  and  animal  refnse;  dextriti 
and  sohible  starches;  feldspar ; cloves;  manufactures  of  lead ; sodiam; 
varnish. 

Authority  is  granted  by  a  law  of  Orrtohef  S0>  for  the  ffxing^  of  mtci^ 
mum  prices  and  the  requisitioning  during  hostilities  and  for  <kre© 
montl^  thereafter  of  butter,  cheese,  and  oil  cake  for  foddflV.  i 
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EFFECT  OF  OCTBOI  ON  FEEDTO'S  TBABE. 

(lohn  B.  Arnold,  in  charge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  China,  Sept.  15.1 

The  office  of  the  commercial  attach^  for  China  is  constantly  in 
receipt  of  letters  relating  not  only  to  investment  opportunities  and 
to  the  trade  of  the  country  in  general  (with  regard  to  which  data 
are  ordinarily  on  file  or  are  easily  obtained)  but  also  to  matters  con- 
nected with  import  and  export  trade  in  lines  that  are  not  handled 
in  Peking  at  all.  This  office  is,  of  course,  desirous  of  giving  all 
possible  assistance  to  inquirers  on  subjects  properly  within  its  scope, 
but  it  is  often  unable  to  do  more  than  to  refer  specific  inquiries  to 
the  consulates  elsewhere  in  China.  It  may  consequently  not  be  amiss 
to  invite  attention  to  the  fact  that  Peking  is  in  no  sense  a  commercial 
center,  and  that,  with  regard  to  the  trade  in  any  particular  line,  it  is 
usually  difficult  for  a  representative  stationed  here — unless  very 
familiar  with  other  regions  also — to  speak  with  authority  or  in 
detail  as  to  the  exact  conditions  existing  except  in  the  city  and  its 
immediate  vicinity. 

It  is  suggested  that  inquirers  seeking  specific  information  first 
obtain  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  by 
a  study  of  the  published  statistics  of  the  trade  of  China  (which  are 
issued  in  English^,  a  general  idea  of  the  parts  of  the  country  that 
would  be  chiefly  interested  in  their  lines,  and  then  direct  their  re- 
quests for  local  details  to  the  consulates  in  those  districts.  If  gen- 
eral information  regarding  the  whole  of  China  is  also  wanted,  a  re- 
quest may  well  be  directed  to  this  office  at  the  same  time,  and  in  any 
case  it  is  desirable  that  copies  should  be  sent  here  for  file  and  refer- 
ence purposes.  China  is  a  large  country,  and  though  its  trade  at 
present  is  by  no  means  as  diversified  as  would  be  the  case  were  min- 
ing and  manufactures  more  developed  and  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  people  greater,  its  size,  combined  with  inadequate  means  of  com- 
munication and  the  absence  of  nearly  all  Government  organs  for 
promoting  trade,  makes  almost  impossible  the  obtaining  in  one  region 
of  specific  data  relating  to  conditions  in  another. 
Octroi  Kot  Levied  by  Other  Chinese  Cities. 

Apart  from  the  size  of  the  country,  the  principal  reasons  why 
Peking  is  of  minor  importance  as  a  commercial  center  are,  first,  that 
it  is  not  a  port  and  the  railroad  system  of  China  is  as  yet  too  little 
developed  to  permit  an  inland  city  to  assume  great  commercial  im- 
portance; and,  second,  that  it  was  originally  founded  for  purely 
political  reasons  and  its  population,  until  quite  recently,  consisted 
almost  wholly  of  an  immense  garrison  with  their  families  and  only 
such  commercial  population  as  was  needed  to  supply  their  wants. 
In  addition  to  this,  however,  something  must  be  said  with  regard  to 
the  influence  of  the  Peking  octroi. 

This  transit  tax  on  all  goods  entering  the  city  by  whatever  route 
or  means  of  transportation  represents  a  mode  of  raising  revenue  that 
is  more  familiar  to  Continental  Europeans  than  to  most  English- 
speaking  persons.  It  is  here  levied  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  and.  at  least  in  the  case  of  goods  coming  in  by  rail,  where 
invoices  can  be  produced,  it  is  understood  that  this  rate  is  regularly 
adhered  to.  It  can  not,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  a  hea\'y  burden  on 
trade,  yet  all  merchants  in  Peking  seem  to  agree  tliat^  w^en  added  to 


4dS  cawMiani 

other  charges^  it  k  tm«ia^  «f  a  IkarifeA  te  ceiuAitBAe  an  additional 
reason  why  Peking  is  not  a  distributing  center  ot  importaac^  Octroi 
is  not  levied  elsewhere. 

The  Pfeking  octroi  is  not  liHn,  and  it  is  of  importance  to  remember 
this  distinction,  for  it  fotT  ws  that  any  arrangement  that  migkt  bfB 
made  for  the  abolition  of  likin  would  not  affect  this  tax. 


EXFEBIXEZrr  IK  PACKIN8  COITOB  00098  TOR  EXPORT. 

TJohn  R.  AraoM,  in  etavge,  oilc«  at  c«nuMrctoI  Mtaeh^,  t^aklug,  Cktea.  Aim.  ^l 

Shanghai  firms  in  the  cotton  piece-goods  trade  were  interested  re- 
cently in  the  opening  of  some  bales  of  white  shirtings  which,  instead 
of  being  packed  in  tin-lined  cases,  as  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
past,  had  been  shipped  in  bales.  The  experiment  was  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  and  increasing  cost  of  packing  cases  and  lining 
in  Great  Britain.  Except  for  a  few  hook  holes,  the  shipment  was 
in  perfectly  good  condition,  but  doubts  are  expressed  as  to  the  ac- 
ceptability of  the  new  method  in  this  market.  Conservative  Chinese 
buyers  consider  it  a  very  decided  change  and  they  also  claim  that 
the  burlap  is  insufficient  protection  for  the  goods  that  are  to  be  sent 
long  distances  into  the  interior  after  arriving  at  Shanghai.  On 
these  portions  of  the  journey,  as  might  be  expected,  the  handling  is 
very  rough. 

Some  of  the  Chinese  customers  are  so  opposed  to  the  change  that 
they  say  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  something  extra  per  piece  to 
get  the  tin-imed  cases.  The  value  of  the  case  itself,  which  is  always 
salable  at  a  good  price  in  the  interior,  is  a  factor  in  this  attitudfe. 
It  seems  unlikely,  therefore,  that  the  native  trade  will  accent  this 
change  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  cot- 
ton piece  goods  except  in  bales,  and  this  is  not  liliely  to  occur  unless 
it  becomes  impossible  to  obtain  the  present  packing. 


FBOPOSED  SUOAB  CEKTRAL  FOK  KO&THIRH  KAIU. 

[Consul  L«muel  W.  Uvloestaa,  Cape  Haitles,  Oct  3.] 

Plans  are  afoot  for  the  eetabUshment  by  the  Northern  Haiti  Sugar 
Corporation  of  a  sugar  central  in  the  plain  near  Cape  Haiti«n. 
Local  owners  of  some  4,000  carreaux  (12,000  acres)  of  suitable  land 
have  already  subscribed  to  the  project,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
enterprise  will  succeed.  [Mention  of  the  interest  being  taken  in  the 
sugar  industry  in  northern  Haiti  was  made  in  Couuebcb  Rxpoirra 
for  Feb.  8,  1916.] 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  stated  tliat  T^e  Moniteur  of  Septem- 
ber IG  contained  the  announcement  of  the  signing  of  a  contract  for 
the  erection  of  a  central  near  Port  au  Prince. 


FREE  ADldSSIOB  OF  CBTJSE  Oil,  VS  MEXICO. 

(Telegram  from  ipeeUil  represeotative  of  tbe  nepartnient  of  State,  Uexteo  CHy,  Oet.  S*.] 

Crude  oil  coming  into  Mexico  from  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
United  States  will  be  allowed  free  entry,  beginning  November  I, 
at  the  following  ports:  Ouaymas,  Aguaprieta,  N«co,  Nogales,  Los 
Algodones,  Mexicali,Tia  Jnana,  Ensenada,  Magdalena  Bay,  San  Jose 
del  Cabo,  La  Paz,  Santa  Eosalia,  Topolobampo,  Mazatlan,  and  Sun 
Bias.    This  applies  only  to  oil  to  be  used  as  fuel. 
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lUPOBTS  OF  BEADY-MADE  SEIBTS  BT  BBAZIL 

[Consul  General   Alfred  L.  M.  Gotticbnik,  Elo  de  Janeiro^  Sept   16.] 

An  inquiry  has  been  received  at  tlie  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  con- 
cerning the  proper  method  of  packing  shirts,  collars,  and  cutfs  for 
export  to  Brazil,  with  the  statement  tluit  a  certain  American  manu- 
facturer of  these  articles  had  been  packing  them  in  tarred  gauze,  and 
feared  it  was  not  sufficient  protection  against  tropical  rain.  This 
diffei-s  from  the  prevailing  practice  in  exporting  such  goods  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  which  serves  a  large  part  of  the  Brazilian  market  for 
these  articles.  Shirts  reach  here,  as  they  reach  most  other  seaports, 
wrapped  in  paper  and  packed  in  cardboard  boxes,  which  are  later 
inclosed  in  wooden  cases.  Care  is  invariably  taken  in  shipping  to 
Brazil  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  weight,  as  this  considerably  increases 
the  expense  to  the  importer  in  customs  duties  and  other  items. 
ICaJority  of  Shirts  on  Karket  are  Imported. 

While  there  is  a  domestic  cotton-spinning  industry  in  Brazil,  and 
some  shirtings  are  produced,  their  use  in  local  shirt  malcing  is  not 
important.  The  cheaper  grades  of  shirts  and  those  valued  up  to  $3 
United  States  currency  are  chiefly  produced.  The  majority  ot  shii-ts 
are  imported.  Most  of  the  collars  and  cuffs  seen  upon  the  market 
are  imported. 

The  price  of  shirts  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  varies  from  about  $1.75 
United  States  currency,  which  represents  what  would  be  called  a 
CO-cent  shirt  in  the  United  States,  or  $2.25,  representing  the  98-cent 
shirt  of  our  American  retail  stores,  to  $3,  $i.50,  and  7.50.  The 
$3  shirt  is  about  what  would  be  sold  for  $1.50  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  $4.50  shirt  would  cost  about  $2.50  at  retail.  Shirts  above  that 
figure  are  entirely  an  article  of  luxury,  and  are  imported  chiefly  from 
Paris  or  Portugal.  In  cheap  shirts  the  market  has  been  divided  be- 
tween a  native-made  article  manufactured  from  cheap  English 
shirting,  and  an  Austrian,  French,  Portuguese,  or  Italian  article  of 
the  very  cheapest  description.  The  Italians  just  prior  to  the  war  had 
been  rapidly  coming  to  the  front  in  this  line.  In  all  high-priced 
shirts  the  French  and  English  seem  to  have  the  market  to  themselves. 
Complaints  BeKardiner  American  Shirts. 

Sometimes  shirts  of  American  make  are  seen  on  this  market.  The 
quality  that  sells  in  the  United  States  from  $9  to  $15  per  dozen 
is  considered  completely  outstripped  here  in  competition  by  the  Aus- 
trian, French,  Portuguese,  or  Italian  article  of  the  same  grade. 
Three  large  dealei-s  here  insist  that  the  American  medium-priced 
shirt  comes  to  them  with  an  occasional  crooked  seam,  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  uncertainty  as  to  length  of  sleeve  and  size  of  collar, 
which  causes  complaints  among  their  customers.  The  claim  is  made 
that  our  American  shirt  makers  will  not  offer  the  shirt  that  is  liked 
on  this  market,  insisting  upon  removing  the  little  front  tab  which  is 
approved  by  the  public  here,  and  inflicting  upon  it  "  coat  shirts " 
and  other  novelties  which  Brazilians  regard  as  entirely  fantastic. 
The  Austrians,  Italians,  and  Portuguese,  on  the  other  hand,  send 
shirts  which  are  of  the  requisite  pattern  to  suit  the  native  taste — 
the  Portuguese  shirt  even  has  little  buttons  over  the  biccp.s  so  that 
the  sleeve  may  be  pulled  up  and  fastened — and  which  ijre  rcniait 
ably  low-priced  and  well  finished.  Dig  zed  by  v^OOgLL 
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A  prominent  local  firm  of  importers  states  that  some  years  ago  it 
imported  a  considerable  quantity  of  American  shirtings,  but  that 
these  dropped  out  of  the  market,  partly  because  of  a  removal  of  the 
25  per  cent  reduction  which  was  formally  allowed  on  cotton  cloth- 
ing from  the  United  States,  and  partly  because  the  thread  used  in 
the  United  States  appears  heavier  than  that  of  England  or  Ger- 
many, and  therefore  makes  the  goods  heavier  in  weight  and  more 
costly  to  the  importer  in  customs  duty.  Another  firm,  confirming 
this  statement,  adds  that  the  "overhead"  charges  (i.  e.,  expenses 
other  than  those  incidental  to  actual  production)  are  so  heavy  in 
the  United  States  as  to  make  shirtings  very  costly ;  that  our  American 
manufacturers  have  not  always  been  as  dependable  as  the  European 
exporters,  and  that  when  samples  were  sent  them  they  were  inclined 
to  substitute  colors;  or  not  to  match  the  samples  exactly. 

Whether  or  not  these  allegations  are  all  correct,  it  may  be  well  for 
onr  American  manufacturers  to  know  of  them  and  t4»  realize  that,  in 
this  market  at  least,  the  European  maimers  of  shirts  seem  decidedly 
more  inclined  to  ccuiform  to  local  styles  and  decidedly  more  skillful 
in  catering  to  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  customer.  The  foreign 
makers,  as  is  easily  learned  from  their  invoices,  make  a  much  closer 
study  of  tariffs  than  our  exporters  do,  and  are  much  more  careful 
in  fulfilling  to  the  letter  a  customer's  order,  simply  because  they  Icnow 
by  experience  that  any  little  v&riation  or  departure  from  what  is 
•rdered  may  increase  the  cost  to  their  eustotner. 
SlnstratioBi  at  Valne  of  Careful  Sta^j^. 

Two  case  are  typical,  and  may  be  very  interesting  as  illosf rations 
of  what  carefully  filling  an  order  and  carefully  studying  a  foreign 
laritf  may  mean.  One  is  that  of  a  firm  here  which  ordered  from 
the  United  States  some  "white  voile"  to  be  of  a  certain  weight  per 
meter  and  thus  to  come  within  a  specific  item  in  the  Brazilian  tariff. 
The  American  factory  appears  to  have  starched  the  goods  more 
fteavily  in  its  subse(^uent  shipments  than  in  its  first,  with  the  result 
that  the  material  weighed  slightly  more,  received  an  entirely  different 
classification,  and  paid  a  considerable  higher  specific  duty.  The 
same  care  is  required  in  filling  orders  for  American  textiles  which 
it  is  provided  shall  be  of  "  ao  many  threads'  t»  the  milliTneter."  This 
is  intended  to  have  them  pa^  under  a  certain  item  in  the  tariff,  and 
a  variation  of  ooe  thread  toO'  many  invariably  causes-  expense  ancH 
bard  feeling. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  shoe-top  elcrfih  (a  woolen  textileV  whicli 
was  sent  successfully  to  this  country  by  a  certain  Amencaao-  firm  fw 
some  time,  in  spite  of  the  fact  thait  it  paid  a  very  heavy  d«ty  of  S 
milreis  (about  $2  United  States  eurreney)  per  kilo-  (2.2  pouilds). 
Recently  the  firm  sent  a  clever  salesman  to  Brazil,  and  he  di.seivrapnf 
that  the  cloth  was  never  used  here  without  a  backing,  tmA  tha«  hf 
it  were  backed  before  being  exported  it  would  weigh  so  miieh'  more 
that  it  would  come  under  an  entirely  different  class  of  wtwrlen  jjondft. 
in  the  tariff  and  would  cost  just  about  one-half  in  dutira'  of  what  i€ 
cost  when  left  unbacked.  There  can  be  no  better  illurtration'  oi  th» 
advisability  uf  sending  an  energetic  and  intelligent  miia>  over'  tk» 
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^ound,  and  of  having  one's  foreign  customers  feel  that  their  own 
interests  as  well  as  the  exporter's  are  being  studied. 

[A  report  on  the  shirt  and  collar  Industries  In  the  United  Statas  has  beea 
p«i)llshe<I  by  the  Bureau  of  Porelftn  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  Miscellaneous 
Series  No.  36.  Copies  may  be  obtained  at  20  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district  officers  of  this  bureau.] 


MALAY  PENINSTJLA'S  FIKST  COAI  MIirE. 

[Vice  Consul  David  J.  Lewis,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Sept.  12.] 

The  Malayan  Tin  and  Rubber  Journal  states  that  most  of  the 
plant  of  the  Malayan  Collieries  (Ltd.)  had  at  the  end  of  191.'>  been 
received  and  erected  and  was  capable  of  turning  out  300  tons 
per  day,  but  on  account  of  difficulties  in  obtaining  labor  the  average 
daily  output  was  less  than  200  tons.  When  the  full  equipment  of 
the  plant  is  erected,  it  is  hoped  that  the  output  will  be  increased 
to  1,000  tons  daily.  Th3  present  high  freight  rates  tend  to  create 
a  strong  demand  for  Rawang  coal  in  the  Federated  Malay  States 
and  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  labor  difficulty  is  serious,  as  the 
Chinese  miners  find  work  in  the  tin  mines  more  congenial  than  that 
in  the  collieries.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  import  mining  labor 
from  abroad. 

This  is  the  first  coal-mining  enterprise  undertaken  in  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  and  much  interest  in  the  company  is  taken  by  local  con- 
sumers of  coal.  It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  it  will  be  in  a 
position  for  some  time  to  supply  any  very  large  portion  of  the  coal 
used  here.  The  figures  for  the  calendar  year  1915  show  imports  of 
717,57-4  tons,  a  large  proportion  of  which  came  from  Japan. 


AHE£ICAN  CONSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 
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Customhouse,  Now  York  City,  Nov. 
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AimSICAIir  TBA]}^  WITH  ATT^TSAUA. 

"American  business  men  should  get  the  point  of  view  of  the  Aus- 
tralian merchant,"  says  Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  in  a 
book  Ue  has  prepared  with  the  object  of  offering  suggestions  to  those 
in  this  country  who  seek  increaseq  trade  in  the  markets  of  AustralU. 
Particular  attention,  he  says,  sliould  be  paid  to  correspondence,  be- 
cause of  the  time  re(]uired  for  mail  to  be  carried  between  the  two 
countries,  and  the  differing  taste  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
letters  that  may  be  written. 

The  report  by  Mr.  Kennedy  is  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  It  is  aevoted  exclusively  to  the  details  of 
carrying  on  trade  already  secured,  as  is  indicatea  by  the  following 
list  of  chapters:  Packing,  Insurance,  Documents  required.  Forward- 
ing documents,  The  Australian  tariff,  Dutiable  values,  Trade  de- 
scription, Proof  of  origin,  Financing  by  letters  of  credit.  Financing 
by  export  commission  houses,  Financing  by  draft  against  documents, 
Quotation  of  prices,  Postage,  parcels  jiost,  and  express.  Correspond- 
ence, Traveling  representatives,  Taxation- 
Mr.  Kennedy  states  that  as  it  takes  about  two  months  to  get  a  reply 
from  Australia,  it  is  necessary  to  tell  the  whole  story  on  each  occasion. 
An  experienced  Sydney  importer  urges  his  American  correspondents 
to  write  him  always  as  if  he  knew  nothing.  The  typical  American 
sales  letter  which  "  has  a  punch  "  is  not  suitable  for  the  Australian 
trade.  The  managing  director  of  what  is  probably  the  largest  busi- 
ness in  Australia  is  quoted  as  stating  that  more  harm  is  done  by  shqK 
letters  than  by  any  other  one  thing.  The  report  calls  attention  to  the 
absurdity  of  allowing  tactlessness  and  petty  unreasonableness  to  bring 
about  misunderstanding  between  peoples  having  so  much  in  common 
as  Australians  and  Americans. 

The  report  is  entitled  "  Exporting  to  Australia,"  Miscellaneous 
Series  No,  45.  It  contains  29  pages,  and  may  be  purch^aed  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  P.  C.,  for  the  nominal 
sum  of  5  cents. 

PEICJIS  OF  CAWAPJAH  CAjniBD  aOODS. 

(Cousul  E.  Verae  Rlcbardsoa,  Uonctoo,  New  Brunswick,  Oct.  19.] 

A  local  newspaper  reprints  in  its  issue  of  to-day  the  following 
extract  from  the  Canadian  Orooer,  Toronto,  regarding  the  canned- 
goods  situation  in  the  Dominion : 

There  is  «very  reason  tn  expect  that  the  new  prices  to  he  naiiied  l»y  Can«4{ftn 
canners  will  be  75  per  cent  In  nclvnnce  of  the  opening  prices  of  last  .venr.  It 
Is  asserted  In  some  quarters  that  not  more  than  .W  per  cent  of  onlers  for 
tomatoes  and  corn  will  be  delivercnl.  There  will  be  oo  8-pound  mno  of  tumabies 
this  year,  the  pack  being  practically  all  2j  poumls.  dinned  piinipkin  will  he 
off  the  market.  Peaches  have  been  a  fair  crop  but  will  be  slightly  higher  than 
lost  year. 

Cannefl  pork  and  beans  will  probably  open  somewhere  nesr  the  price  af  Inst 
year.  The  Ontario  crop  has  been  a  fair  one.  and  the  importation  of  .Tnpanpi>e 
and  Indian  beans  has  ha<l  a  steadying  Influence  on  tlie  hx'iil  market.  The 
price  of  cans  and  sugar  are  higher  than  Inst  year  and  have  had  a  tendency 
to  increase  prices. 

[A  report  on  the  canned-goods  market  in  New  Brunswick  was  published  In 
OoMMEBCB  Keports  for  Oct.  31  ] 
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Housno  noBLEH  nr  east  scoTuam. 

(Oawal  Bafm  FIcibIbs,  Bdtobnrgb,  Oct.  19-] 

Several  thouMnd  workmen  from  Chatham,  Portsmouth,  Devon- 
port,  and  other  Fnglish  cities  have  recently  found  employment  at 
lloayth  on  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  it  is  understood  that  many  more 
•will  soon  arrive.  The  housing  problem  in  the  Dunfermline  and  In- 
Terkeithing  district,  north  of  the  Forth,  became  acute  some  time  ago, 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  house-building  companies  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  newcomers,  and  now  there  is  a  great  demand  in  Edin- 
burgh for  small  houses  (flats  or  cottages)  for  these  workmen  and 
their  families.  According  to  a  prominent  real  estate  agent,  the  au- 
thorities in  London  have  asked  Edinburgh  for  1,000  houses  at  rentals 
of  ilO  to  £30  ($49  to  $14«)  a  year,  "  and  not  a  house  of  that  descrip- 
tion is  to  be  found  in  the  city." 

Although  10  miles  from  Eosyth.  Edinburgh  is  made  convenient  to 
the  men  by  an  excellent  service  or  railway  passenger  trains,  and,  as 
most  of  the  workmen  prefer  to  live  in  a  large  city,  the  pressure  for 
acconmiodation  in  the  western  and  southern  sections  of  Edinburgh 
has  brought  upon  the  municipal  corporation  a  difficult  and  embar- 
rassing situation.  Private  enterprise  is  not  attracted  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  workers  for  tenements  or  small  houses;  in  fact,  private 
capital  is  particularly  timid  in  looking  in  that  direction,  because  in 
respect  to  better-class  dwelling  houses  the  city  is  overbuilt,  many  of 
these  houses  being  vacant.  The  solution  to  be  found  for  the  small- 
house  problem  can  not  be  foreseen. 

From  the  present  and  future  demands  for  houses  and  cottages  for 
workmen  and  for  tenants  of  small  agricultural  holdings,  it  might 
be  inferred  that  the  building  trades  will  be  exceptionally  active  in 
the  near  future  and  that  the  market  for  building  materials  of  all 
kinds  will  accordingly  expand,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  view  will 
prove  to  be  correct.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  building 
trades  have  been  employed  almost  exclusively  in  the  construction  of 
factories,  villages  of  huts,  etc.  Much  of  this  work  is  of  a  permanent 
character.  In  this  part  of  Scotland  house-building  was  at  a  stand- 
still before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  on  account  of  the  large  invest- 
ment of  cap'tal  for  many  years  in  streets  of  villas  and  semidetached 
residences  of  the  higher  grade,  and  it  is  considered  probable  that 
for  some  years  after  the  restoration  of  peace  little  capital  will  be 
employed  in  house-building  or  nonindustrial  construction  of  any 
jtiad,  unless  municipal  corporations  are  to  be  encouraged  and  aided 
to  uadertttke  housing  schemes. 
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HANKOW'S  TEADE  IN  EGGS  AND  PEODUCTS. 

(Couml  (Jenernl  Edwin  S.  Cunatnghaiu,  Hankow,  China,  Sept.  13.J 

Hankow  and  its  environs  is  one  of  the  greatest  egg-producing 
regions  in  Cliina,  exporting  to  Chinese  and  foreign  ports  over 
1G;19'7,000  pieces  of  fresh  whole  eggs,  vialued  at  $53,531  (gold), 
during  the  year  1915.  This  is  in  addition  to  12,347,867  pounds  of 
frozen  egg  exports,  valued  at  $462,716,  during  the  same  period  and 
large  quantities  of  eggs  used  by  the  natives  in  local  consumption 
and  sold  to  foreign  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  albumen  and 
other  egg  products. 

Of  the  hen-egg  products  exported  to  Chinese  and  foreign  ports 
from  Hankow,  dried  albumen  is  far  in  excess  of  the  others,  totaling 
during  1915  over  2,207,000  pounds,  valued  at  $737,358  (gold),  against 
1,365,000  pounds  the  preceding  year,  valued  at  $381,362.  Liquid  egg 
yolk  is  second,  with  7,692,000  pounds,  valued  at  $417,363,  m  1915, 
against  6,345,000  pounds,  valued  at  $224,851,  in  1914.  Dried  egg 
yolk  is  third,  with  an  exportation  of  2,752,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$320,592,  in  1915,  against  697,000  pounds,  valued  at  $60,320,  in  1914, 
followed  by  liquid  albumen  with  a  total  of  48,000  pounds,  valued 
at  $5,073,  against  459,000  pounds,  valued  at  $39,597,  during  1914. 

There  are  numerous  native  egjg  dealers  located  in  Hankow,  who 
have  their  agents  throughout  this  section  of  the  country  buying  up 
the  egg  production. 

Inspection  of  Eggs — Prices. 

Local  foreign  albumen  factories  have  contracts  with  the  native 
dealers  for  the  supplj'  of  eggs,  which  are  subject  to  inspection  by 
the  contracting  factories.  By  these  agreements  the  manufacturers 
are  able  to  purchase  eggs  somewhat  cheaper  than  the  market  price 
and  at  the  same  time  obtain  the  best  quality  by  returning  all  bad  or 
doubtful  ones  to  the  dealers. 

Eggs  are  the  most  plentiful  during  the  spring  months.  At  present 
the  price  of  fresh  eggs  is  approximately  16,000  cash  per  picul  of 
133J  pounds.  As  the  average  number  of  eggs  per  picul  is  about  1.500, 
the  cost  per  egg  is  10§  cash  or  less  than  one-half  cent  United  States 
currency. 

Treating  the  Tolks  and  Whites. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  eggs  at  the  factory  they  are  subjected  to  a 
candle  test,  then  wa.«hed  atiil  brought  into  the  breaking  room,  where 
the  yolks  and  whites  are  separated.  The  liquid  albumen  is  then 
allowed  to  ferment  for  two  or  three  days,  during  which  time  the  clear 
liquid  settles  to  the  bottom  of  the  barrels  and  is  drawn  off  into  pails 
by  means  of  a  stopcock.  During  the  process  of  fermentation  the 
acidity  of  the  albumen  becomes  rather  high,  and  in  order  to  neutral- 
ize this  an  alkaline  substance,  usually  ammonia,  is  added  until  lit- 
mus gives  the  alkaline  test.  The  final  stage  in  the  conversion  process 
is  the  drying  of  the  albumen  in  shallow  metal  pans  previously 
coated  with  vaseline,  which  takes  place  in  steam-heated  rooms  rang- 
ing in  temperature  from  130°  to  140"  Fahrenheit  AA'^hen  completely 
dry  the  aloumen  is  packed  in  wooden  boxes  lined  with  metal,  zinc 
being  used,  as  a  rule.  Shipments  are  generally  made  in  100  to  120 
pound  cases. 
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Wb«D  egg  ja^  fe  t0  t»  shipped  in  HqfOid  fotm  the  yolks  are  col- 
lected and  run  tbroogb  sieves  which  grow  finer  and  finer  as  the 
process  continues.  The  product  is  then  treated  with  either  a  2  per 
cent  solution  of  boracic  a<'id  or  a  1  per  cent  boracic  acid  and  9  per 
cent  sah  sohition,  and  after  a  16-mintite  mixing  process  which  takes 
p4aee  in  wooden  drams  the  yolks  are  ready  for  shipment  in  wooden 
metal-lined  eases. 

The  only  difference  m  the  niiinnfacture  of  liefiiid  and  dried  egg 

?roIk  is  that  the  latter  contains  no  chemicals  ■and  is  dried  by  means  of 
arge  vacuum  machines. 

frices  of  Dried  Eggs,  ToUc*,  and  AlbuieiL 

Mixed  dried  eggs  in  1,000-poanid  lots  are  purchasable  on  the  local 
market  for  approximately  26  tael  cents  per  pound  («t  the  present 
rate  of  exchange  1  taeJ  equals  about  $0.75  gold). 

During  June,  1915,  the  average  price  of  hen-egg  yolk  as  established 
by  the  leading  exporters  of  the  product  was  $21.18  gold  per  133^ 
pound  lot,  locally  known  as  a  picul,  or  a  trifle  less  than  16  cents  per 
pound.  During  June  of  this  y«ar  hen-egg  yolk  brought  $22.24  gold 
per  picul,  or  approximately  16|  cents  per  pound. 

Hen-egg  albumen  was  selling  at  $48  gold  per  picul  during  Jun*^, 
1915,  or  a  tittle  over  36  cents  per  pound,  while  the  June  prices  of  this 
year  had  jumped  to  $67.90  per  picul,  or  a  trifle  over  51  cents  gold 
per  pound. 

The  rise  in  prices  of  egg  products  delivered  in  America  is  due 
only  partially  to  the  increased  original  cost.  Since  June,  191i>, 
the  exchange  has  decreased  so  as  to  give  a  40  per  cent  increase  ia 
the  laid  down  cost.  Another  important  factor  is  the  300  per  cent 
increase  in  freight  rates.  Higher  inswriaince  and  rail  rates  also 
added  to  the  above  help  t»  raise  the  priee  oi  egg  prdduefe  to  un- 
precedented levels. 

ZMF«RTJffS  GOmflCmims  «r  MWS  in  FAlVAKi:. 

The  President  of  Panama  has  recently  submitted  to  th«  iiPfationalf 
Assembly  seven  codes  of  laws  that  have  been  carefully  prepared  by 
8  commission  especially  appointed  for  the  parpose  which  has  been 
working  on  this  task  for  the  last  three  years,  and  these  codes  have 
Been  approved  and"  will  take  effect  on  and  after  January  1, 1917. 

These  codes — eivi!,  penal,  com«9erciaI,  judicial,  administrative,' 
fiscal,  and  mining — are  designed  to  meet  national  need's  and  modem 
eonditions  and  will  replace  tne  old  Colombian  laws  that  have  been  in 
tiBe  since  the  separation  of  Panama. 

As  a  result  of  this  codifivjation  the  public  will  have  an  opportunity 
for  the  first  time  of  being  able  to  find,  in  one  place,  all  of  the  laws 
that  are  now  actually  in  force  in  the  Republic,  which  will  be  a  great 
relief  frow  the  condition  resulting  from  the  modification  of  the 
fovmer  Colombian  laws  by  the  a<Mitioo  el  the  nminerotss  decrees  and 
interpretations  which  were  made  necessary  by  the  changes  resulting 
from  the  establishment  of  separate  sovereignty.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  many  modernizing  ideas  have  been  incorporated  in  these 
codes,  and"  especial  attention  has  been  given  to  a  simplification  and 
AotffMing'  of  legal'  processes; 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


460  OOMMBBCB  BBPOBXS. 

PAINT  MAZING  A  NEW  SOUTH  AFBIGAN  INDUSTET. 

(Vice  Consul  Charles  H.  Heisler,  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  Sept  26.] 

A  company  was  launched  recently  in  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Province 
for  the  mnniifacture  of  earth  pigments  and  ochers  into  paints.  The 
new  company,  Colours  (Ltd.),  operates  a  farm  in  the  Riversdale  area 
of  the  Province,  where  experts  have  found  color  pi^ents.  All  the 
capital  of  the  company  was  subscribed  in  South  Africa. 

The  area  has  not  yet  been  wholly  opened  up,  but  it  is  considered 
certain  that  there  are  extensive  deposits. 

This  earth  contains  a  great  variety  of  colors,  and  an  expert  in 
London  is  said  to  have  declared  that  they  are  of  an  excellent  value, 
second  only  to  the  finest  ochers  and  oxides  known.    The  colors  are 
reds  of  various  shades,  yellows,  purples,  blues,  and  greens. 
Special  Uachinery  Shipped  from  England. 

Special  machinery  was  obtained  in  England  by  the  chairman  of 
the  newly  formed  company,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  imme- 
diate shipment  to  this  country.  Factory  operations  may  be  started 
at  an  eai'Jy  date.  Large  quantities  of  the  commodities  will  no  doubt 
be  produced  annually,  though,  of  course,  the  output  will  depend 
largely  upon  the  ability  to  compete  with  foreign  manufactui-ers. 
The  services  of  a  paint  technologist  have  been  obtained. 

South  Africa  will  have  established  a  new  and  important  industry 
if  the  cost  of  production  of  the  paints  is  such  as  will  permit  the 
placing  of  these  commodities  on  this  market  at  an  equal  or  lower 
price  than  similar  articles  manufactured  overseas.  The  proposition 
has  not  yet  reached  the  stage,  however,  where  prices  can  be  quoted. 


SHIFPINO  SEBVICE  BETWEEN  BANGKOK  AND  SINGAPOBE. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Qansen,  Bangkok,  Slam.] 

The  Straits  Steam  Ship  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  recently  placed  a  new 
steamer,  the  Kamuning,  on  the  Bangkok-Singapore  run,  and  this 
boat,  together  with  the  Kajang^  will  inaugurate  a  midweekly  service, 
leaving  Singapore  every  Wednesday  or  Tuesday  and  Bangkok  on 
Wednesdaj's.  It  is  primarily  intended  that  these  boats  shall  act  as 
cargo  carriers  between  the  respective  ports.  The  Kajang  on  a  recent 
run  brought  up  to  Bangkok  over  1,000  tons  of  general  cargo  from 
Singapore,  including  considerable  merchandise  from  the  United 
States,  transshipped  through  Singapore  for  Bangkok.  The  two  other 
vessels,  the  Kuala  and  the  Katong,  which  the  same  company  has 
maintained  on  this  run  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  will  continue 
their  service  as  before. 

TABITF  BEDTTCTION  ON  CLOTHING  IN  KEXICO. 

[Telegram  from  tbe  special  representative  of  American  Interests  at  Mexico  City,  Oct.  SO.] 

The  Mexican  press  publishes  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  import 
duties  on  cloth  and  cheap  shoes  wnll  be  reduced  25  per  cent.  Duties 
on  shirts,  stockings,  socks,  and  blankets  will  also  be  reduced. 

rinformatlon  repnnlInK  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  new  Mexican  tariff.  In 
effect  Nov.  1.  1916,  will  be  furnished  to  those  interested  by  the^ureau  •!  For- 
pign  and  Domestic  Comiuerce.)  Digtzed  by  vjOOQIC 


snr  iVBiiKAmT  coins  m  camrA. 

fOaaot  C.  K  Gawa,  TieKtsiB,  Sept.  14.] 

Ff  a  iMtiltestHm  date^  Aa^at  3,  1916,  the  Ministry  of  Finnnco 
ti  Cbtns  aRnooBees  th«  minting  of  three  new  subsidisry  coins^  the 
k»}f-yBaB  piece,  the  9€>-ef»t  piece,  and  the  10-eent  piece,  the  weight, 
fineness,  and  iegal  aDowanee  for  variations  being  prescribed  under 
the  national  ctirrency  law.  Under  this  law  the  unit  of  the  national 
•oin  is  catted  the  yuan,  containing  6  mace  4  eandareena  8  ti  (kuping 
weight),  or  23.97795048  grams  of  pure  silver.  [For  a  discussion  of 
China's  new  currency  ffj'stem  see  Daily  Conanlar  and  Trade  Reports 
for  Apr.  8,  1914.]  The  yuan,  or  yuan  dollar  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  was  issned  some  time  ago,  but  the  subsidiary  coins  have  only 
recently  been  minted. 

Throughout  China,  subsidiary  silver  coins  known  as  5,  10,  and  20 
cent  pieces  and  nominally  bearing  a  ratio  of  one-twentieth,  one-tenth, 
and  one-iifth  of  the  dollar,  but  stamped  with  a  tael  value,  are  in  cir- 
culation. The  ratio  that  these  coins  bear  to  the  dollar  varies  to  an 
extraordinary  degree.  Generally,  all  subsidiary  silver  coins  are  ac- 
cepted only  at  discount.  Popular  fancy  has  played  its  part  in  con- 
nection with  subsidiary  silver  coinage  also.  Under  the  currency  law 
the  new  subsidiary  silver  coins  are  required  to  be  exchanged  for  one 
another  on  a  decimal  basis,  and  no  premium  or  discount  is  allowed 
in  exchan^.  A  penalty  is  provided  by  the  currency  law  for  viola- 
tion of  this  provision. 
ttaadsr4«  Fixed  by  Qnrreney  Law. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  through  offioiat  channels  from  the  Tientsin 
consulate  general,  the  head  mint,  at  Tientsin,  which  coined  this  sub- 
sidiary currency,  gives  the  following  information : 

Aceording  to  Rectlon  V  of  the  notional  ourroncy  law  the  complate  welKbt  of 
the  50-cent  piece  Is  3  mace  6  canflnreens,  while  the  relative  weights  of  silver  and 
coMier  are  silver  7,  copper  8.  Tlie  complete  weight  of  the  20-cent  piece  la  1 
nace  4.4  camlareens;  the  relative  weight  of  silver  and  copper,  silver  7,  copper  9. 
9'he  complete  weight  of  the  10-cent  piece  la  7.2  eandareena ;  the  veiatlve  weights 
of  silver  nnd  copper,  silver  7,  copper  3. 

According  to  Section  VIII  of  the  law,  the  weight  of  any  indlvldnal  coin  way 
not  differ  more  than  0.008  frnm  the  legally  fixed  weif^t,  asd  the  weight  of  any 
l.QQO  coins  must  not  dilTer  more  than  0.0003  from  the  weight  flxed  by  law  for 
1,000  colML 

Acrarding  to  Seotioo  IX  of  the  law,  the  flnenees  also  mast  not  differ  OHtre 
tksn  0.oa^  from  the  legally  fixed  Oneness. 

Tfala  mint  has  followed  the  regulationa  as  aliove  noted  in  tlie  laananee  of  these 
'  coins. 


The  new  sulisidiary  coins  are  being  issued  through  the  Bank  of 
China  at  Tientsin. 

Trade-Promotion  Work  in  Denmark. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  trade-promotion  work  of  the  American 
eeansular  service  is  clearly  shown  by  Consul  Gleneral  E.  D.  Winalow's 
report  of  results  in  Copenhagen  for  the  September  quarter.  He 
reports,  among  other  transactions,  the  sale  to  Danish  firms  of  $4,600 
worth  of  American  electrical  machinery,  28  boxes  of  raw  tobacco, 
8,000  pounds  of  yam,  and  50  tons  of  agricultural  machinery  through 
"  Trade  Opportunities,"  and  of  515  pounds  of  varnish,  $70/tOO  worth 
of  linseed  cake,  and  4,000  tons  of  cottonseed  cake  through  the  direct 
efforts  of  his  office  staff. 
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COMMEBCK  BEP(«TS. 


DECLINE  IN  EXPOBTS  FBOM  BEBQEN  TO  TJNITED  STATES. 

[Vice  CoDsal  F.  C.  Symond,  Bergen,  Norway.  Oct.  6.] 

There  has  been  a  considerable  decline  in  exports  from  the  Bergen 
consular  district  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  months, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  periods  of  1915  and  1914.  Fish 
products  have  formerly  been  the  chief  articles  of  export  to  the  Ameri- 
can market,  but  as  higher  prices  can  be  obtained  for  these  products  in 
certain  European  countries  almost  all  are  now  being  exported  to  those 
markets.  Hides  and  skins  are  now  the  most  important  articles  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States.  The  value  of  such  articles  exported  to 
the  United  States  during  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  was 
$.'517,751,  compared  with  $281,083  in  the  same  period  in  1915  and 
$319,441  in  1914. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Bergen  to  the  United  States  for 
the  September  quarter  of  1914  was  $780,101 ;  last  yeai-  it  was  $499,445, 
while  this  year  it  was  only  $183,430. 


BirSSIA'S  FOBEIQN  TBABE  FOB  HALF  TEAB. 

[Compiled  in   tbe   Bureau  of  Foreign   and   Domestic  Commerce   trom   Basslan   official 

statisUcs.  1 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  Bussia  over 
the  European  and  Caucasus-Black  Sea  frontiers  and  the  commerce 
■with  Finland,  by  principal  countries  of  origin  and  destination,  for 
the  first  half  of  1914,  1915,  and  1916.  Because  of  the  fluctuations  in 
the  exchange  value  of  the  Russian  ruble  the  amounts  are  stated  in 
the  original  currency ;  the  ruble  is  now  quoted  at  about  $0.31 : 


Imporu  and  exports  and  countries. 

lan.l-JuneW, 
1914. 

Jan.l-June30. 
1915. 

Ian.l.June30, 

1916 

tMPORT9. 

A  ustrfa*  Hungary 

RtMet. 

19,tS7.000 

-,59>S.OOO 

6,923,(«U 

I9,6tO,(XIO 

28.151.000 

36,206,  (.00 

SS2.164,U(A) 

IJ. 149. 000 

1.273.000 

13  50(1.  (lOO 

4  23».(y)U 

7.092  003 

3.027.00J 

94.342  000 

6<>.6;5.U0U 

36.101.000 

Kiibltt. 

70(1.000 
C.918.000 
2,166,000 
3,420,(MK) 

34, 615,  ((X) 
6.01I,UIO 

13,7K(,00() 
3.607.000 
6.S!6  00 J 
3.690.000 
966.  UOO 

12, 167  0(XI 
1.232.0OJ 

£9.47rt.00O 

lfi.M9.00U 

10.09.1.  UOO 

JftiW««. 
1,768,000 

China                  .                                    ....         

15,410.000 

Panmark    ..     .           

4,587,000 

^  971. 000 

Finland    .                 . 

(4.20^,000 

5I.23.:,00>} 

Gernuuiy    ..  .. - 

2.665,000 

iuiv.,.I 

4.1.51.000 

Japan          

15.994.000 

2.671.000 

5.038.000 

<7,1I6  003 

3.764.00} 

111.070.000 

TTnited  States           

ioo.9Ji.oaa 

10  240  UOJ 

710. 114.000 

181,258.000 

470,558.aOJ 

EXPOBTS. 

14,315,000 

23,589,003 

47,U3S,(I(X) 

3,379,000 

10.798,000 

4.97il.(K)0 

118,1112,00,1 

7, 1,62, 000 

447,369,000 

260.000 
56,609  000 

1,36", 000 
i34,(MIU 

I,4:«.(4I0 

1.296.000 

iO,2M,OOj 

155.00;) 

1. 494,  (4)0 

I.S7T.O0O 

flnl'ind         

87,400,000 

1S,(«B,00) 

1,1101,003 

4,(Ki,()na 

Fninoe 

Norn-ay 

S.2S9,000 

(3,956.000 

831.000 

X'nitcd  Euiip** 

1,778,000 

Total    

677,SMI,U0.> 

14.  til,  000 

isi<,Mooeo 
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Ineteue  in  Trade ' 


I  ■tftirtiiil' 


Tile  foSowiDtf  table  Aewa  the  princfpat  imports  into  Suropestt 
RiMeia  from  we  United  States  and  the  principal  exportw  from 
Saropeao  Rusai»  t«  fbo  UsJIed  States  dtunug  the  first  half  of  IQ15 
and  1916: 


Jan.  I^une'Xan.  l-^taiel 
30,  IVU.    L   36,  MA. 


UPOBia. 

jnttraltnral  mocbbusry.. 
On,  oirrlnges,  etc: 
A  aiormobiles,  pas- 
senger  

Motor     trucks     and 
aiuoBMlNle  tdvuslK. 

Tans ..^ 

Ounnicals:  Nitrate  er  ' 

aoda 

CMnphooT 

eappec  mn,  iiigMr.«tD.. 

Cotton,  raw 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
iMiureso;.- 
Sac  fnery.  tfoa  aAd' 
steel,  aa4  parM  ot. . 

Kaaa 

Steel , 

'Wire,  fron  and  steel. . . 
W  ire.  mannfatituree  of. 
Otter  Iron  and  steel 

dMnnfhcliaes 

I«ld:  Pigiaiid  scrap 


Btitla. 
100,000 


at»,oe» 
<ooo 

626,000 

320,  (m 

312,080 

7.960,000 


i.mf.m) 


67,000 
I,<»0 
U,6«»' 

307,  oe» 


SoNW. 
1,M8,000 

4,302^060 

8,491,000 
,   1.7JS;000 

4,994.000 

2:503.000 

.10,458,000 

4,126,000 


s,on,oofr 

1,389,000 
1,234.000 
2,873,000 
^13«,090 

3',«»*,flao 

3,197,000 


inports  and  exports* 


Jao.  l-JtraeHaii.  1-Tut» 


nmETs— ooBtinned^ 

I/tather,    and    manufac- 
Ainsof: 

Leather , 

Stwes 

Uetal  raannfactures,  n.  e.  s. 

Nickel:  Bars,  ingai«,a<e. 

TooU,  hand 

Woolen  materials. 

Zinc:  Pigs,  scrap,  sheets, 
etc 

AH  ottM'iriU^V.'.'.'.'.'.'. 


Total'  anports 

AXPOWSk 

BTtttles , 

Caivjar  (eiccept  rod-caviar) 

Fibers;  Hemp 

For  skins 

Ueorlee  root ., 

All  other  articles 


Total'  esports. 


30,  m& 


366,000 
306,000 

14,000 
191.000 

20,000 
1,006 

115.000 
4. 560. 000 


10.819.000 


30, 1916. 


3,7H9,nfl9 
7,4M,000 

3,45t),nfl0 

2,O»O,000 

90.'5.009 

1.403.093 

3,458.066 
12.817.000 


100.921.000 


40.009 


103.000 
4.000 


273.000 

leo.ooo 


8,000 


166,000 


163.000 
144.000 
131.000 


831,003 


Theae  igures  show  enJy  the  direct  sfaipiBentS'  between'  the  United 
Stores  and  Rasaia.  The  goods  that  were  transshipped  are  credited 
to  tkte  eettstrf  of  tramshi^^nent. 


SOHBAY  SSOSt-POStAOl:  ASD  tAD-tACMSfti  C»1EPLAIS7. 

rvitfa  CoDBDl  SMby  a.  Coleman,  Bombay,-  India.]' 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Bombay  consulate  by 
«A«  of  th«  hnr^st  general  stores  in  this  city : 

May  we  Invite  your  attention  to  the  constant  action  of  American  firms  i)o,sting 
0ot  letters  to  rndlij  which  are  instifflelently  stampeil?  Every  week  we  rwclve 
One'  or  two,  and  as  we  ofteiv  can  not  trace  the  senders  by  the  envelope  we  take 
them  all  In  only  to  find  that  the  contents  are  circulars  often  of  no-  Interest  to 
wi  We  Inclose  a  sample  received  to-day  on  which  we  paid  the  equivalent'  of 
6  cents. 

We  would  also  Invite  your  notice  to  the  bad  packing  of  goods  from  America. 
We  now  Import  large  quantities  of  goods  from  your  country  and  invariably  w© 
fecWve  several'  boxes  or  bales  in  each  consignment  burst  open  and  with  a  por- 
tion of  their  contents  missing  or  damaged.  A  case  in  point,  We  have  just 
nnpaeked  1.000  blankets  from  New  York,  of  this  quantity  400  are  damaged  by 
the  nwt  of  the  hoop*,  corners  burst  open,  and  gunny  torn.  They  were  packed 
la  eto  large  barest  witti  doC  nearly  eoougb  lining  for  such  a  long  Journey. 

The  complaint  regarding  insufficient  postage  on  mail  arriving  from 
American  manufacturers  is  a  very  common  one.  It  therefore  seems 
desirable  that  the  attention  of  American  manufacturers  be  again 
drawn  to*  this  subject  of  short-paid-  postage  (which  is  very  irritating 
te  (Sue  axWr««eee8  in  India,  especially  shoiild  envelopes  contain'  noth- 
ing menf  than  pri«ted  matter),  and  that  the  manufacturers'  atten«- 
tidw  a*8»  be  called"  to  the  question  of  unsatisfactory  packing,  which, 
to  my  knowledge,  is  a  complaint  that  in  many  cases  is  well  iounded. 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ  IC 


464 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


Overalls 

I'Ipcs  iind  flttlngs  .^ 

pliixtor 

Itnlncoatg . 

RlhlmOK 

8ho«'» . 

Silk    goods 

StppI   rods 

S4iKnr 

TypcwritlB)?  mnrbioes 

Unrtprwcar 22880; 

U'earlug  apparel  for  women 


22875 
22888 
22881 
22870 
22884 
22878 
22880 
228JI0 
22877 
22S85 
22884 
22880 


FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPORTTIinTIES. 

Beserrpd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  district  oOloes.     RequMt 
for  each  opportunttj  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atnte  opportunity  nnmbvr. 

The  Itnrena  does  not  fiirnifilt  credit  rntlnira  or  assiirae  rc^oonslbility  as  to  the  stnnding 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
•  Reported  by  American  consular  ofDcers  :  t  reported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents;  t  direct  inquiries  received  by  toe  Bnrean. 

Barrel   staves 22877 

Binding   presses 228S2 

Cotton   piece   goods 228S0 

Cottonseed  oil 22877 

press    fal>rics 22880 

Groceries 22877 

Haberdashery    228>'0 

Hosiery 22880 

Liquors 22877 

Machinery,  hulling 2288:{ 

Uachinery.  ruling 22882 

Machinery,  textile 22870 

22875.* — A  man  In  Norway  dealr«>s  to  secure  the  anency  for  America n-made 
ovemlls.    Ueferences.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

2287C.t — A  business  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufncturers 
of  mncliinery  for  tlie  manufacture  of  cotton  and  iiuen  goods.  Ilefereuce. 
Correspondence  In  French. 

22877.* — A  merchant  in  Argentina  is  desirous  of  representing  American  manii- 
fiicturers  and  eximrters  of  groceries,  liquoi-s.  cottonseed  oil,  and  otik  and 
chestnut  barrel  staves  for  nine  oislcs.  Cotiimunlcutlon  Is  also  desired  with 
an  Anierictin  exjiorter  of  sugar,  from  whom  quotations  and  samples  are 
desired.     References.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

22878.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  a  foreign  colonial  possession  desires  to 
secure  the  agency-  of  American  manufacturers  of  shoes  for  women  and 
children.    Correspondence  In  Englisli.    References. 

22870.* — A  merchant  In  Spain  desires  to  secure  the  representation  of  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  of  raincoats.    Correspondence  in  Spanish.    Iteferences. 

22880.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  South  Africa  desires  to  represent  one  or 
more  American  manufacturers  of  women's  dress  and  dress  fabrics,  cotton 
and  silk  piece  giMwIs.  underwear,  hosiery,  neckwear,  shirt  waists,  haber- 
dasher}, etc.     Ueferences. 

22881.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  In  tlie  United 
States  handling  pla.ster  in  sheets  for  repairing  walls. 

22882.* — An  establlshetl  firm  of  bookbinders  and  stationers  in  Brazil  is  in  the 
market  for  binding  presses  and  ruling  machine.    Correspondence  In  English. 

22883.* — A  firm  in  Italy  is  in  the  market  for  nmchiiics  for  removing  hulls  from 
dried  beans.  Caimclty  from  5,000  to  10,000  per  day.  Cou'-espondence  In 
Italian  or  French.    References. 

22884.* — A  firm  In  Central  America  desires  <|uotations  In  CO-<lozen  lots  on  under- 
wear and  ribbons.    Ribbons  3  to  10  Indies  in  width.    References. 

22885.* — A  firm  In  Hungary  wishes  to  got  In  touch  with  manufticturers  of  so- 
calleil  automatic  tyi)ewritlng  niacbines.  said  to  \>e  a  combination  of  the  ordi- 
nary typewriter  and  a  mtmlfold  machine.    Correspondence  In  German. 

22886.* — A  drainage  engineer  In  India  desires  specifications,  etc.,  on  cast-iroa 
water  pipes  and  fittings,  and  steel  rmls  for  reinforced  concrete  work.  A 
contract  will  shortly  be  placed  by  one  of  the  native  States  for  8,000  tons  of 
cast-Iron  jjlpes. 

Market  Wanted  for  Bones  and  Horns. 

A  firm  in  Northern  Brazil,  whose  address  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  coopera- 
tive offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  81'277,  desires  to  get  in  touch  with 
American  importers  of  bones  and  horns.  This  firm  is  in  a  position 
to  supply  these  articles  in  large  quantities. 

WASHINGTON  :  OOTBItKUBNT  PULHTINO  OFTICig  :  UU 
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BESUMPTION  OF  STEAMSHIP  SEBVICE  FBOM  COLON. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Colon,  Panama,  Oct.  20.1 

The  Boyal  Mail  Steamship  Co.  announces  that  it  will  resume 
early  in  December  next  its  service  between  Colon  and  New  York,  via 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  Santiago,  Cuba,  and  also  between  Colon  and 
Cartagena  and  Puerto  Colombia  (port  for  Barranquilla),  Colombia, 
the  proposed  resumption  of  which  was  reported  in  Commerce  Rf-- 
PORT8  for  September  11, 1916.  The  service  will  he  fortnightly  in  each 
direction.  As  before  reported  this  service  was  discontinued  in 
November,  1914. 

IUPO£TS  OF  HOBSESHOES  AND  NAILS  INTO  COSTA  BICA. 

(Vice  Consul  Albert  B.  Pullen.  Port  Limon,  Oct.  14.] 

About  20,000  pounds  of  horseshoes  and  mule  shoes  are  imported 
into  the  Port  Limon  district  each  year.  The  United  Fruit  Co.  is 
the  principal  buyer  and  gets  its  supply  from  an  American  source. 

Nos.  0  and  1  are  the  only  sizes  in  demand.  The  appro.ximate  bfise 
price  is  $3.75  per  hundred  pounds,  with  the  usual  discount.  The 
i-etail  price  is  8  cents  per  pound. 

Horseshoe  nails  to  the  amount  of  about  1,000  pounds  ])er  year  are 
bought  from  an  American  firm.  The  prices  paid  are,  for  Nos.  5  and 
6,  $8  per  hundred  pounds;  No  7,  $13.52  per  hundred  pounds.  The 
retail  price  is  20  cents  per  pound. 


PEEU  TO  PITBLISH  INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS. 

(Consul  General  William  W.  Ilandley,  Callno-Llma,  Oct.  4.] 

The  President  of  Peru  has  issued  a  decree  directing  the  Minister  of 
Foment©  to  organize  a  service  of  industrial  statistics  of  the  Republic. 
By  this  decree  all  the  industrial  establishments  of  the  country  are 
obliged  to  furnish  the  minister  with  such  data  as  he  may  desire.*  The 
information  so  collected  will  be  published  annually  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

«no»'— 19  466 
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PAST  THAWPiCTFIC  PASSEimEB  8EB7IGE. 

[Consul  General  Gccrec  B.  Anderson,  HoagkODg,  BrIUsIi  China,  fcpt.  14.] 

The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaifih&,  the  principal  Japanese  shipping  companv 
in  the  trans- Pacific  trade,  announoes  that  it  is  building  a  new  vess^ 
the  San  Franeiaeo  Afaru,  which  will  be  the  largest  and  fastest  veaau 
on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  also  states  that  this  vessel  will  serve  only  in 
an  express  service  b^ween  Yokohama  and  San  Francisco  by  way 
of  Honolulu,  and  will  make  connections  at  Yokohama  with  otlm- 
vessels  serving  Manila  and  Hongkong. 

This  division  of  the  voyage  has  been  discussed  by  shipping  interests 
from  time  to  time  and  was  seriously  omsidered  a  little  less  than  a 
year  ago,  when  the  reduced  tonnage  on  the  Pacific  made  it  imposiUe 
to  serve  the  entire  £a^  acceptably,  with  the  result  that  Japanese 
ports  and  intereste  were  first  served  by  Japanese  lines.  It  was  esti- 
mated at  that  time  that  by  coafiining  the  service  of  the  larger  and 
faster  ships  to  the  Yokohama-San  Francisco  run,  and  allowieg  the 
service  between  Hongkong  and  Yokohama  to  be  taken  over  by  other 
lines  and  smaller  ships,  the  available  tonnage  aa-066  the  Pacific  could 
be  materially  increased. 
To  be  fteady  tor  Vse  Withia  Two  T«ars. 

The  new  vessel  is  to  have  a  length  of  636  feet,  aboot  46  feet  longer 
than  the  "  Empress "  ships  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Ocean  Service 
(Ltd.),  which  now  fumiai  the  leading  fa^  service  across  tlie  Pacific 
The  sliip  will  iiave  quadruple-expansioo  engines,  a  speed  of  2S  knote 
an  hour,  accommodations  for  300  first-class  passen^rs,  100  secoud- 
class,  and  800  steerage  passengers,  and  every  possible  convenience 
and  luxury.  It  will,  in  short,  be  designed  to  compete  with  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  with  any  ships  American  companies  may  elect 
to  place  in  the  Pacific  service.  It  is  expei'ted  to  be  ready  ror  use 
within  two  years.  Much  of  the  material  comes  from  the  United 
States.  Its  construction  is  under  way  in  a  new  shipyard  established 
for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  followed  by  other  diips  of  the  "  Empress " 
class. 

The  inauguration  of  the  express  system  from  Yokohama  to  San 
Francisco  emphasizes  the  policy  of  tne  Japanese  lines,  under  Gov- 
ernment subsidy,  to  serve  Japanese  interests  first,  leaving  Manila 
and  Hongkong  interests  and  American  trade  there  to  be  taken  care 
of  by  other  means. 

Sp««ial  Advantage  to  Japanese  Silk  Interests. 

The  fast  service  will  be  of  special  advantage  to  Japanese  silk 
interests,  since  the  short  voyage  reduces  interest  charges  on  valuable 
silk  cargoes  to  a  minimum.  This  is  one  of  the  vital  elements  in  the 
silk-import  business.  Inasmuch  as  Japanese  silk  interests  in  the 
past  few  years  have  developed  almost  a  complete  monopoly  of  the 
raw-silk  trade  with  the  United  States,  this  fast  service  is  likely  to 
increase  materially  the  hold  of  the  Japanese  silk  dealers  lipoo 
American  manufacturing  interests. 

.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  if  there  is  to  be  any 
material  improvement  in  the  shipping  services  between  the  United 
States,  Hongkong,  and  Manila  it  must  be  from  American  sources. 
The  insngm-ation  of  the  new  service  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Co.  is  being 
watched  with  great  interest.    The  vessels  now  in  service  are  said  to 
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be  comfortable,  attractive,  and  stturfactory  in  every  way,  except  in 
size  and  speed. 

The  keenest  sort  of  competition  in  passenger  and  freight  service  on 
the  Pacific  is  expected  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  the  character  ,of 
the  vessels  already  in  service  or  under  construction  is  such  that  only 
those  of  the  highest  class  may  hope  to  have  a  reasonable  part  in  the 
trade. 

tflTNICIPAIrlHFSOVEMEirr  lOAN  OF  COLOMBIAN  CITT. 

[Vice  Consul  Claude  E.  Guyant,  BarranqnlUa,  Oct.  14.] 

The  arrangement  by  which  Bogota  is  to  borrow  $5,000,000  from 
the  American  International  Corporation  [as  noted  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  Aug.  23,  1916]  has  inspired  other  cities  in  Colombia  to 
achieve  municipal  improvements  by  the  same  methods.  The  mu- 
nicipality of  Medellin,  population  about  40,000,  capital  of  the  De- 
partmemt  of  Antioquia,  has  recently  provided  for  the  issuance  of 
municipal  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $400,000,  in  four  series  of  $100,000 
each.  The  first  series,  in  bonds  of  $10,  $20,  and  $50,  has  been  issued, 
and  entirely  subscril)ed.  Probably  the  most  noteworthy  feature  of 
this  loan  is  that  the  first  $100,000  has  been  taken  wholly  by  citizens 
of  Medellin. 

The  bonds  bear  interest  at  10  per  cent  per  annum,  and  premiums 
amounting  to  an  additional  1  per  cent  per  iiniumi  mo  to  be  raffled 
off  among  the  bondholders  every  six  months.  New  ',)iiper  commen- 
tators on  the  loan  do  not  consider  11  per  cent  too  liigli  when  current 
rates  of  interest  in  the  country  and  especially  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  initial  discount  for  underwriters  and  no  commissions  of  any  kind 
to  pay  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  proceed.s  of  the  loan  ai'e 
to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  a  modern  water-supply  system  and 
in  the  general  sanitation  of  Medellin. 

It  is  reported  that  the  city  of  Manizales,  capital  of  the  Department 
of  Caldas,  is  also  considering  launching  a  popular  subscription  loan 
more  or  less  after  the  same  plan  as  that  of  Medellin. 

OKDEB  FBOH  BRITISH  INDIA  FOB  AHEBICAN  PAPEB. 

(Vice  Consul  H.  B.  Osboni,  Ransoon,  Burma,  Sept.  13.] 

Printing  paper  to  the  value  of  $111,880  was  imported  into  Burma 
in  the  year  1914-15.  The  weights  most  extensively  used  are:  Demy, 
18  by  22  inches,  unglazed,  10  to  12  pounds;  glazed,  12  to  20  pounds; 
i-oyal,  20  by  26  inches,  unglazed,  16  to  20  pounds;  glazed,  16  to  28 
pounds;  double  foolscap,  17  by  27  inches,  glazed,  16  to  28  pounds; 
double  crown,  20  by  30  inches,  glazed,  21  to  30  pounds. 

An  order  for  American  paper  has  been  given  by  the  largest  Ean- 
goon  newspaper,  through  the  local  office  of  a  London  firm.  The  pro- 
prietor, of  this  paper  writes:  "America  turns  out  good  paper,  but  in 
normal  times  the  prices  are  impossible  for  the  printer  here." 

The  only  newspapers  of  any  considerable  circulation  are:  The 
Rangoon  Gazette,  Sparks  Street,  Rangoon ;  and  the  Rangoon  Times, 
Merchant  Street,  Rangoon. 

[The  name  of  the  London  firm  that  reeeivert  tlic  order  for  American  paper 
nmy  be  oWtalned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  814S,*{.] 
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jsjOAK  nmvsniAL  ouaaasiw  at  habeas. 

[Consul  Luelcn  Mommloger,  HadrM,  India,  Aug.  21.] 

Sir  Thomas  Holland,  prudent  of  the  Indian  iDdustrieil  Coat- 
mission,  who  has  arrived  in  India  to  take  up  his  duties,  came  re> 
e^tly  to  Madi'as  on  a  preliminary  toui-  and  held  informal  confor- 
ences  with  local  chambers  of  commerce.  The  commission  wiU  a«> 
semble  in  October  and  as  soon  as  possible  will  tour  the  Provinces  to 
collect  information  throii^h  independent  witnesses,  r^resentatives 
of  local  committees  and  institutions,  and  by  personal  inspection  of 
industrial  enterprises. 

A  preliminary  note  on  the  scope  of  inquiry  by  the  commissaoo 
states  that  the  scattered  information  already  available  regarding  the 
resources  of  India  in  raw  material,  the  suitability  of  the  people  for 
expert  labor,  and  the  probable  financial  resources  of  the  country,  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  there  are  room  and  opportunity  for^^.  very 
substantial  development  of  manufacturing  and  other  industries. 

It  will  be  the  ousiness  of  the  commission,  the  note  says,  after 
^establishing  this  fundamental  proposition  by  a  critical  analysis  of 
the  facts,  to  suggest  the  most  profitable  lines  of  action  with  the 
object  (a)  of  drawing  out  capital  now  lying  idle;  (&)  of  building  up 
an  artisan  population;  (c)  of  carrying  on  the  scientific  and  technical 
researches  required  to  test  the  known  raw  materials  and  to  design 
and  improve  processes  of  manufacture;  {d)  of  distributing  the  in- 
formation obtained  from  researches  and  from  the  results  of  ex- 
perience in  other  countries;  and  le)  of  developing  the  machinei^  for 
(1)  financing  industrial  undertakings  and  (2)  marketing  products. 

Sescribei  Coadltlons  la  Madras  TresidcKsy. 

In  the  conference  held  at  the  South  Indian  Chamber  of  Commeroe, 
Madras,  the  president  of  that  organization  of  native  merchants  de- 
scribed general  conditions  in  the  Madras  Presidency.    He  said: 

Unlike  the  sister  Presidencies  of  Bombay  and  Bengal,  we  In  this  Presidency- 
can  not  lay  claim  to  any  large  tnannfiicturtng  Imlustry.  We  have  nothing  to 
compare  with  the  cotton  and  Jute  Imlustries  of  those  Presidencies,  but  are 
almost  wholly  dependent  upon  auriculture.  Nearly  7U  per  cent  of  our  popula- 
tion have  nothing  but  land  and  agriculture  to  look  to  for  their  living,  i)nd  with 
the  grains  that  we  produce  we  feed  ourselves,  oml  with  euch  commercial  prod- 
ucts as  we  raise  from  the  land  we  carry  on  our  foreign  trade  and  thereby  pro- 
vide ourselves  with  some  comforts.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the  avenige 
cultivated  area  of  this  Presidency  works  out  nt  1  acre  per  head  of  the  popo- 
lation,  and  It  is  ont  of  the  yle<d  of  this  1  acre  we  are  fed,  clothed,  and  coto- 
forted.  •  •  •  Yet  another  pecullnrlty  of  ours  Is  the  striking  absence  of 
any  facilities  for  the  development  of  the  modern  methods  of  raechnnlcii!  power. 
We  are  far  away  from  the  coal  fields  and,  with  transport  dlfflcultles  which  are 
getting  more  and  more  acute,  the  generation  of  steam  power  Is  attended  with 
no  small  expense  and  dlfllculty.  The  use  of  internal-combustion  engines  astng 
gas  or  oil  has  been  made  farallinr  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Chatterton,  and  the  raising  of  water  for  Irrigation  and  the  running  of' smaU 
factories  for  cotton  ginning,  cone  crushing,  seed  pressing,  rice  husking,  etc., 
are  assisted  by  this  means  of  generntlng  power.  •  •  •  Fuel  In  the  shape 
of  wood  or  oil  Is  very  dear  and  unavailable,  and  thcw  circumstances  constitute 
a  great  drawback  in  the  development  of  Industries  in  this  Presidency. 

The  president  of  the  South  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  th«a 
referred  to  some  of  the  principal  industries  of  the  Presidency  and 
the  scope  that  there  is,  in  his  opinion,  for  their  development  These 
included  cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  oilseeds,  sugar,  dyeing,  etc. 
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Country  Has  All  the  Expert  Iia1>0T  It  Needs. 

Sir  Thomas  Holland  said  that  he  was  already  quite  convinced  that 
India  had  the  means  of  obtaining  all  the  expert  labor  that  was 
necessary.  Anyone  who  had  ever  visited  the  Tata  Iron  and  Steel 
Works  would  come  away  convinced  that  with  Indian  labor  it  was 
possible  to  tackle  any  industry  to  which  the  country  was  suited. 
He  had  seen  laborers  at  Sakchi,  who  only  a  few  years  ago  were  in 
the  jungles,  without  any  education,  now  handling  red-hot  steel 
billed  and  turning  out  rails,  wheels,  etc.,  as  eflSciently  as  any  English 
laborer  could  have  done  it.  They  could  not  have  any  better  test  of 
the  quality  of  labor,  and  they  could  not  be  provided  with  more  satis- 
factory  results.  When  the  labor  was  properly  organized,  educated, 
and  fed  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt,  he  said,  that  the  raw  ma- 
terial available  in  the  country  would  be  eflSciently  utilized.  The 
whole  question  depended  upon  the  methods  adopted  for  getting  in- 
formation as  to  details  and  the  training  of  the  people. 

Kight  Join  Interests  of  Different  Provinces. 

The  commission,  he  said,  would  first  of  all  examine  certain  wit- 
nesses, who  would  give  their  experience.  Then,  as  convenient,  cer- 
tain typical  works  in  India  would  be  visited.  In  the  end  there 
might  be  a  general  conference  with  local  committees  to  settle  certain 
problems  on  the  spot.  Then  it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  the 
development  of  official  administration  to  carry  out  tb.e  proposals 
they  would  leave  behind.  In  some  cases  it  would  be  necessary,  prob- 
ably^ because  of  the  high  technical  value  of  some  of  the  questions,  to 
join  together  the  interests  of  the  different  Provinces  and  create  an 
imperial  department.  For  instance,  the  oil-seed  industry  was  a  very 
important  one  in  Madras,  and  to  some  extent  it  was  an  important 
industry  in  other  Provinces,  and  it  might  be  best  to  join  the  interests 
of  Madras  with  those  of  the  other  Provinces  and  have  an  imperial 
staff  to  improve  the  oil-pressing  industry  in  India.  There  were 
also  problems  in  connection  with  the  tanned-hide  industry  which  re- 
quired solution. 
Important  Points  on  Which  Information  is  Songht. 

Among  the  points  about  which  the  commission  would  like  to  have 
information,  he  said,  were  the  granting  of  loans  and  the  guarantcoinjj 
of  dividends  for  infant  industries  by  the  Government,  concessions  of 
lands;' railway  facilities,  and  the  starting  of  industries  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, subsequently  to  be  handed  over  to  private  companies.  On 
the  teclinical  side  it  had  to  devise  means  for  getting  research  work 
done,  for  improving  the  efficiency  of  labor,  and  of  supervisors  and 
managers.  In  their  program  would  be  included  the  possibility  of 
introducing  hydroelectric  power.  The  difficulty  in  India  was  that 
rivers  were  flooded  during  the  monsoon  and  dry  during  the  hot  season, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  count  on  continued  power.  The  power  re- 
quired would,  therefore,  have  to  be  obtained  by  impounding  water, 
which  would  cost  a  great  deal. 

The  president  of  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  welcoming 
Sir  Thomas  Holland,  said  in  part : 

In  agriculture  there  are  a  hundred  .nnd  one  tllfforciil  wa.vs  in  which  improvo- 
ments  could  be  nindc.  In  the  niiirkoting  of  crops  there  arc  dozens  of  wny.s  Id 
which  liuproveuieuts  could  he  brouKht  ahout  l>.v  starlinK  siuall  Industrie.  There 
are  various  processes  through  which  our  crops  could  lie  put  hefore  iliey  are 
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placed  ou  the  foreign  markets.  A  few  of  tbe  tndnstrles  des^viag  of  coaeidaa- 
tloD  are  Indigo,  decortication  of  Icemela  paniping  plants  tlu-ougbout  the  Presi- 
dency, fiber  prodoctioD.  treatment  of  cotton.  bftatbWM,  paper  maldi«.  oil  pressing 
(wbicb  bus  a  good  future  before  it),  mansfaetiire  of  cattle  food  from  oil  cakes, 
manufacture  of  manures,  chemicals,  and  tanning  extracts,  soap  malting,  fishing 
Industry  and  Its  by-productH,  and  tile  niiiiiing.  It  bus  always  strucls  me  *s 
ettrions  that  tiles  shonld  be  coming  from  Europe  when  we  have  all  the  facUittes 
tn  sootbem  India  for  making  them.  In  the  case  of  mining  leasee,  for  rales, 
magnesite,  manganese,  etc.,  I  think  moi«  assistance  might  be  givox  by  the 
Government  to  capitalists  tbau  bns  be«a  done  in  the  past. 

Sir  Thomas  Holland,  replying,  said  the  opiiiion  was  held  generally 
that  it  was  important  to  make  each  British  country  more  self-con- 
tained, and  not  dependent  on  other  countries  for  articles  of  vital  im- 
portance. A  certain  amoimt  of  money  was  lying  idle  in  this  conntoy 
and  ought  to  be  made  fiuid  for  the  development  of  the  natural  re- 
sources, thereby  adding  to  the  total  wealth  of  the  country. 

One  problem  of  the  commission,  he  said,  was  the  creation  of  central 
technical  departments  which  would  enable  the  Government  to  con- 
tinue where  the  commission  would  leave  off.  A  scheme  might  well 
provide  the  Government  of  India  with  a  large  body  of  chemists  of 
ail  kinds,  who  would  be  able  to  maintain  a  well-equipped  central 
laboratory. 

[A  statement  regarding  the  appointment  of  the  Industrial  commission  for 
India  was  published  in  Comuebce  Rbpobts  for  July  14,  1016.} 


BECEHT  HEXICAK  TAX  DECBEE. 

The  Department  of  State  is  informed  by  the  special  representa- 
tive of  American  interests  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico,  that  a  decree  be- 
came effective  on  October  22,  1916,  by  the  operation  of  which  taxes 
will  be  paid  in  national  gold,  silver,  or  the  equivalent  amount  in 
paper  money,  according  to  rates  established  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment at  intervals  of  10  days,  as  follows: 

1.  Taxes  due  on  inheritance  donations.  Bank  cbarters,  exchange  bouses,  fiab- 
Ing,  etc.  The  stnnip  tii.x  imposed  uix>n  pulque  to  be  paid  either  in  gold  or  Its 
equivalent  under  the  law  now  in  force. 

2.  Taxes  on  weights  and  measures,  trttde-niaritt,  patents,  poMlc  refcb<try, 
pulque,  tobacco,  threads,  and  woven  goo<1s  due  in  gold  or  equlTalent,  In  aocord- 
ance  with  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1912-13. 

3.  Taxes  doe  on  house,  renl  property,  assessed  according  to  tb^r  Taluations, 
to  be  paid  in  gold  or  its  equivalent. 

4.  Taxes  imposed  ou  the  profciislous  are  abated  50  par  cent,  Iw^are  poyaUe 
In  gold. 

6.  Tax  on  Victories,  workshops,  or  mercantile  establishments,  servtces  and 
rights  having  a  municipal  character  is  reduced  to  one-tenth  and  Is  payable  te 
gold  or  its  equivalent. 

0.  Taxes  on  property  reirulated  according  to  tlie  income  yielded  (except  those 
cases  in  which  rent  Is  paid  in  gold),  public  amusements,  revenue  from  d<H'a- 
raentary  stamps  with  the  exception  of  those  dealing  with  goW  matters,  alcohol, 
wine,  and  beer,  payable  In  paper  money  omier  the  law  In  fon-e. 

7.  Tax  on  transfer  of  dominion  reduced  to  oot^-fifrh.  payuMe  In  gii^',  "ma 
tax  Is  not  reduciHl  when  relating  to  operutlnos  In  which  gold  is  coDcemed. 

8.  Rate  to  be  determined  by  Treasury  Department 

9.  Such  taxes  as  are  to  be  paid  In  gold,  according  to  the  requirements  ot  the 
decree  of  June  28.  shall  be  payable  in  gold.  The  redw-tion  in  nires  trf  taxutl<m 
sliall  remain  etfe<-tive  for  a  period  of  six  months.  After  that  time  Utey  will  ke 
equitably  Increased. 
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LANCASHIEE  AND  DTOIA  IS  THE  COTTOH  INBTTSTBY. 

[Textile  Mercuiy,  Manchester,  England.] 

Leaders  of  the  Indian  cotton  industrj'  appear  to  increase  their 
concern  about  competition  with  Lancashire;  but  in  years  to  come 
they  may  find  it  profitable  to  devote  more  attention  to  the  activities 
of  Jcpan,  not  only  in  their  own  country,  but  in  China  and  other  Far 
Eastern  places.  "The  goods  that  India  takes  from  Lancashire  are 
mostly  cotton  cloths  she  is  not  able  to  produce  herself.  As  was  hinted 
at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association  of  Managers  of  Textile 
Works  in  Manchester,  the  trade  of  India  may  improve  in  future, 
when  the  manufacturers  will  be  more  a  match  for  Lancashire  mills 
.  than  they  are  to-day. 

Indian  cotton  mills  have  to  confine  themselves  to  very  low  counts, 
and  most  men  who  have  had  experience  in  the  trade  there  are  aware 
that' many  years  will  have  to  pass  before  this  obstacle  can  be  over- 
come. If  it  ever  is  removed,  there  will  by  that  time  be  a  greater 
demand  among  consumers  for  superior  yams  and  cloth  from  Lan- 
cashire. 

Japan  is  likely  to  be  India's  most  formidable  competitor  in  its 
own  and  outside  markets.  Recently  the  Japanese  spinners,  manu- 
facturers, and  agents  have  shown  in  an  unmistakable  way  that  it  is 
their  intention  to  outbid  Indian  spinners  and  manufacturers. 

Saggests  Exhibition  of  Indian  Goods. 

One  of  the  best  suggestions  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  of  Managers  came  from  Mr.  Thomas  Bristol,  who  opened 
the  subject  of  "The  Cotton  Trade  of  Lancashire  and  India."  Mr. 
Bristol  has  had  15  years'  experience  in  India,  and  he  suggested  that 
an  exhibition  of  goods  manufactured  there  would  be  of  some  use  to 
us.  This  is  true.  India,  as  Mr.  Bristol  pointed  out,  is  making 
progress  in  the  number  of  spindles  and  looms;  foi  that  matter,  all 
cotton  manufacturing  countries  have  shared  in  the  world  develop- 
ments during  the  past  two  decades,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  India's 
growth  of  si^indles  and  looms  has  been  relatively  as  large  as  that  of 
other  countries. 

In  this  respect  the  area  we  need  be  the  most  concerned  about  is 
in  thie  Southern  States  of  America,  where  expansion  has  been  at  times 
of  a'phenomenal  character.  In  speaking  of  developments  in  other 
countries,  however,  we  seem  to  fall  into  the  error  of  forgetting  our 
own  remarkable  progress  during  the  past  12  or  13  vearu. 

Our  weakness  in  future  may  be  in  the  continuance  of  our  indif- 
ference toward  what  other  countries  are  doing  and  what  is  exactly 
Wanted  in  foreign  market  ■.  If  we  can  change  our  attitude,  we  shall 
have  as  good  a  chance  in  the  world's  markets  as  any  of  our  com- 
petitors. Hence  the  value  of  Mr.  Bristol's  suggestion  for  an 
exhibition. 

During  the  month  of  September  test  car  No.  1  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  tested  7  railroad  track  scales  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  14  in  Illinois,  and  4  in  Wisconsii;.  :•.  total  of  25  scales.  Test 
car  No.  2  tested  23  railroad  track  scales  in  Ohio  ami  5  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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fISE  EXTlAflOIBHEBS  TS  EUBOPSAH  COUITTKEES. 

SWtntKlAWB, 

(CoDSBl  C«ncrftl  Pnacto  B.  KeoM,  Zorlcii,  Sept  ?.] 

Although  Switzerland  is  well  supplied  with  fire  extinguishers  of 
many  forms  of  construction  and  kinds  of  filling,  there  is  nevertheless 
a  market  for  apparatus  which  may  be  safer  or  better  than  that 
already  in  use.  Extinguishers  arc  used  principally  where  there  is 
any  danger  from  easily  inflammable  materials,  such  as  oil,  gaso- 
line, etc. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  personal  representation  and  solicitation  are 
quite  necessary,  and  that  in  many  cases  sales  can  not  be  made  without 
practical  demonstrations,  American  manufacturers  are  advised  to  ar- 
range for  the  sending  of  sample  apparatus  to  agents  here,  in  wder 
that  they  may  become  familiar  with  it  and  use  it  for  demonstoation 
purposes. 

Correspondence  should  preferably  be  conducted  in  the  (Jerman  or 
French  language,  and  prices  quoted  in  francs  for  goods  delivered,  if 
possible,  f.  o.  b.  European  ports. 

[A  list  of  (lealcii?  In  and  Importers  of  fire  apparatiis  niul  flre-rtepnrtment  mip- 
plles  In  tlie  S5nrlch  consnlar  illstrlct  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreau  of  FVyrelgn 
nnrt  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  Pile  No. 
80.574.1 

[Consul  Lewis  W.  IlaskcU.  Geneva,  Sept.  23.] 

Domestic  Uannfactnre  Developed  by  War  Conditions. 

Since  August,  1914,  Switzerland  has  undertaken  the  making  of 
fire  extinguishers  and  many  other  needed  mantifactures.  France  is 
exporting  to  this  country,  but  during  the  period  of  the  war  no  other 
country  has  competed  to  any  extent. 

Tlie  principal  makes  now  for  sale  in  Geneva  are  the  "  Minimax,*' 
sent  down  here  by  a  Zurich  manufacturer;  the  "  Veda,"  made  also  in 
Switzerland ;  and  the  "  Theo,"  manufactured  by  Lanz  &  Co.,  Berne. 
The  price  of  the  last  mentioned  is  20  francs  ($8.86).  It  is  a  dry  fire 
extinguisher,  like  the  "  Veda,"  while  the  "  Minimax  "  employs  liquid. 
"Le  Pompier"  and  "La  Grenade,"  both  made  in  France,  are  also 
used  with  liquid.  As  a  rule,  fire  engines  and  extinguishers  are  sold 
by  hardware  dealers  and  metal  dealers  in  the  warehouse  line.  Glasses 
and  goggles  are  handled  by  orthopedists,  while  motor  and  horse- 
drawn  fire  engines,  which  are  made  outside  of  this  district  in  the 
center  of  Switzerland,  are  purchased,  as  a  rule,  direct  from  the  fac- 
tory, like  apparatus  drawn  by  hand,  which  is  used  in  villages. 

The  usual  terms  of  sale  in  Geneva  are  from  60  to  90  days'  credit, 
with  2  per  cent  di.scount  for  cash,  which  is  considered  to  include  pay- 
ment at  any  time  within  30  days  after  the  invoice  date.  Some  Ameri- 
can firms  nave  succeeded  in  selling  on  a  stricter  basis,  but  it  is  not 
advisable  if  a  firm  desires  to  do  business  here  after  the  war  is  over. 
In  correspondence  with  firms  here  the  use  of  the  French  language  is 
advised. 

ri^lstH  of  flrnw  In  Geneva  dealing  In  6re  extlnuulRUerfi,  KlnsseR,  and  imeidea. 
Including  a  list  of  orthope<Usts,  may  be  obtnin<Hl  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Fopeign 
and  Domestic  CJommerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No. 
-9.J 
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tConsul  Gcn«ral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  8.] 
iMTge  laercase  in  Sales  During  Past  Pew  Tears. 

In  epite  of  the  practice  in  Spain  of  using  a  vci"y  small  proportion 
&f  wood  in  the  cttstomary  brick-and-plaster  or  stone  edifices,  there  hats 
l)een  a  large  increase  during  the  past  few  years  of  the  sale  of  hand 
fire  extinguishers  for  office  and  private  buildings,  theaters,  factories, 
and  mills.  These  are  frequently  of  American  manufacture  and  ap- 
pear to  fill  the  local  requirements.  The  foreign  manufacturei-s  of  fii-c 
extinguishers  represented  in  Spain  include  German  and  British  firms. 
The  Pyrene  and  the  Minimax,  the  latter  made  in  Siiain,  are  widely 
«sed  ae  chemical  extinguishers. 

In  correspondence  with  firms  here,  the  use  of  Sjjanish  is  advised. 
American  manufacturers  would  do  well  to  offer  ]>r()si>ective  cus- 
tomers ia  Spain  their  most  attractive  terms  of  sale,  which  should 
compare  favorably  with  those  granted  under  nomial  conditions  by 
European  manufacturers.  These  are  generally  credits  of  fi-oni  60 
to  90  days,  or  cash  80  days  aft«r  receipt  of  merchandise. 

fA  list  of  dealers  In  flre-protectlon  supplies  at  Barcelona  may  bo  obtained 
fcwm  the  Bureau  of  Foreifrn  and  Domestic  Commcrop.  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80093.} 

AVSTBIA-HtmOAEY. 

[Consnl  James  B  Young,  Flnmr,  Iltinpii.v,  Srpt.  19] 

nty  Has  Heed  of  Increased  Number  of  Engines. 

Four  fire  engines  are  in  use  in  Fiume  at  present.  These  and  the 
auxiliary  vehicles  and  apparatus  wei-e  supplied  by  the  firms  of  L. 
Valser,  of  Budapest,  Hungary;  Csennak  Ges.,  of  Vienna,  Austria; 
MagiruB,  of  Ulm,  Wurttemberg,  Germany;  Matrai  &  Co.,  of  Buda- 
pest, Hungary;  Benz-Gagenau,  of  Baden  (Vienna),  Austria;  and 
Osterreichiscfae  Daimler-motoren-A.  G..  of  Wiener-Neustadt,  Aus- 
tria. Officials  of  the  local  fire  department  state  that  the  city  would 
like  to  increase  the  number  of  engines,  but  it  is  considered  improb- 
able that  the  number  will  be  increased  in  the  near  future.  The  fire 
department  is  building  an  automobile  fire  engine  for  its  own  use. 

The  price  paid  bv  Fiume  for  a  fire  engine  is  from  2,000  to  2,500 
crowns  (normally  $406  to  $508,  but  now  $260  to  $325).  This  would 
mean  that  American  fire  engines  are  too  expensive  for  this  market. 
The  fire  department  here  is  a  purchasing  office  of  the  municipal 
government,  and  buys  its  fire  engines  and  all  apparatus.  Terms  of 
payment  are  arranged  by  special  contracts, 
•aboominlssioa  Aets  as  Pnrohaslng  Agent. 

Ab  organized,  the  fire  department  or  "corps"  of  Fiume  is  cora- 
Bianded  by  a  captain,  and  is  under  a  commission  chosen  by  the 
municipal  council.  This  commission  selects  a  few  of  its  members 
who  are  competent  to  buy  fire-fighting  apparatus,  and  this  snbcom- 
miaerinn  is  the  purchasing  agent  or  medium  of  all  material  for  the 
fire  departm«)t. 

The  preRRure  of  the  water  in  the  mains  and  fire  plugs  in  Fiume  is 
said  to  be  7  atmospheres,  and  the  diameter  of  the  hose  attachment  on 
tfae  Are  pings  is  about  2^  inches. 
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Tliore  are  throe  jiiitiuiioliile  fire  enfjiues  in  Agraiii  (Zagreli),  the 
capital  of  Cidiitia.  The  fire  engiues  in  lli-*;)lhor  towns  of  Croatia 
and  Siavoiiia  are  small.  These  towns  also  i)urchase  directly  from 
firms  in  Bndn[)e4  and  A'ienna. 

The  principal  liiins  manufacturing  fire  iMigines  and  fire-fighting 
apparatds  in  Aiistria-Hungarv  are:  (xriif  &  8tift,  Weinberggasse  70, 
Vienna  XIX.  .\ustria;  liiidape^ter  Maschinen  Anstalt.  Budapest, 
Hungary;  Fiat,  Vienna.  .Vustria;  Lamiii  Klement.  of  Pnigne,  Bo- 
hemia. Austria :  Punch,  «)f  (Jratz,  Austria ;  and  Klinger.  of  (Jumpold- 
skirohen  (Vienna).  Austria. 
Hanufactnrers  Should  Maintain  Agencies. 

Although  the  local  fire  department  purchases  directly  when  buy- 
ing from  Austrian.  Ilmigarian.  or  (ierman  firms,  it  would  no  douirt 
be  advisalile  for  a  foreign  firm  desiiing  to  s-ell  fire  engines  and  fire- 
fighting  apparatus  here  to  have  an  agency  of  some  sort  in  this  region. 
Such  agent  would  perhaps  act  merely  in  a  selling  capacity,  findiug 
opportunities  to  sell,  and  arranging  sales.  The  work  should  not  be 
confined  to  such  a  small  area  as  Fiume,  but  might  cover  a  certain 
larger  extent  of  territory.  Two  firms  in  Fiume  are  in  a  position  to 
deal  in  fire  engines  and  fire-fighting  apparatus.  Each  of  these  ex- 
presses a  desire  to  act  as  selling  agent  for  American  fire  engines  and 
fire-fighting  apparatus).  They  have  not  previously  performed  such 
service. 

Besides  the  four  fire  engines  mentioned,  Fiume  has  the  following 
auxiliary  fire-fighting  vehicles:  Two  carts  known  as  "carri  di  sal- 
vataggio.'"  which,  besides  carrying  ladders,  etc.,  also  act  as  ambu- 
lances, and  have  stretcliers;  three  hose  carts  used  for  fires  in  remote 
places  along  the  coast  within  or  beyond  the  city  limits,  where  there 
is  not  the  normal  supply  of  water  or  the  pressure  of  the  water  is 
low,  and  two  extension-ladder  carts.  There  are  also  fire  extinguish- 
ers, mostly  of  the  Minimax  brand.  The  fire  department  is  prepared 
to  consider  other  makes. 

firms  Supplying  Varions  Classes  of  Apparatus. 

The  "  carri  di  salvataggio  "  were  made  by  the  firm  of  T.  Csermak, 
of  Vienna,  and  the  extension-ladder  carts  were  furnished  by  the  firm 
of  Magirus  of  Ulm,  Germany.  The  firm  of  Matrai,  of  Budapest,  sup- 
plies almost  all  of  the  accessories  used  by  the  fire  department  of 
Fiume. 

All  the  potable  water  of  Fiume  is  supplied  by  the  city  wateiworks, 
known  as  the  acquedotto  Ciotta. 

The  regulations  of  1907  governing  contracts  for  supplying  ma- 
terials and  goods  to  the  city  of  Fiume  (Sec.  17a)  provide  that  such 
foods  are  to  be  purchased  from  domestic  firms  (i.  e.,  Hungarian 
rms),  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  from  domestic  firms  the  quality  of 
goods  desired  punctually  and  without  considerable  difference  in 
price.  This  restriction  is,  however,  more  apparent  than  real,  as  some 
of  the  firms  suj))jlying  the  city  of  Fiume  with  fire  engines  and  similar 

f)roduct£'  are  either  loreign  firms  or  branches  of  foreign  firms,  and  a 
arge  proporti(  n  ol'  the  gt.ods  supplied  by  them  to  the  city  is  of  for- 
eign make,  i.  c.  Ai:>tiiitn  or  German.  Much  of  the  material  required 
by  the  city  in  ihi^  line  may  not  be  produced  in  Hungary,  or,  if  pro- 
duced, is  fref|iii'n(ly  inferior  in  quality.     .Vs  these  regulations  i^e- 
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stricting  public  contracts  of  foreign  firms  in  Fhim©  state  that  goods 
to  be  supplied  to  tlie  city  are  to  l>o  acquired  from  domestic  firms  so 
far  as  possible,  they  do  not  absolutely  require  that  the  goods  be  of 
domestic  manofactore.  A  Hungarian  firm  acting  as  selling  agent 
«f  a  foreign  firm  would  seem  to  overcome  those  restrictions,  being  a 
domestic  firm. 

[Tlie  aames  of  the  two  finus  In  Fiuiue  In  a  position  tft  deal  in  fire  engines  and 
Sre-figlittn^  apparatns  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Swaestiv  Oommerce.  its  dtstrtct  or  cooperative  efflees.    Betfer  to  file  No.  80^1!k] 

[CoBsoI  Iiorin  A.  Lathropi.  Cardiff.  Wales,  9ept.  1ft.) 
▼aiiotts  Types  of  Bxtimg«i«lt«n  it  "Bue  tn  Wales. 

Several  different  types  of  fire-extinguishing  appliances  are  on  the 
market  in  the  Cardiff  consular  district,  and  mo^  public  buildings, 
stores  and  schools  and  many  private  dwellings  have  siKb  appliances 
read^  tos  servicei  One  of  the  types  most  in  use  is  the  hand  ^niuide, 
consisting  of  a  bottle  cootaining  liquid,  which  is  thrown  mto  the 
center  of  a  fire.  These  sell  at  $7.;^  to  ^.73  f>er  dooen.  Another  ks 
a  ladtAi  can  in  the  shape  of  a  cone  with  a  capaeit;y  of  2  gallons,  which 
sells  at  retail  from  $7.30  to  $9.73. 

A  third  type  is  fitted  with  stop  tap  and  small  hose  pipe  and  noaale. 
It  is  made  m  different  sizes — the  1-gaUon  capacity,  in  japanned 
steel,  retails  at  $9.73;  in  polished  copper,,  at  $14.60;  2-gall<»»  capaeitT 
at  $14.60  and  $19.46 ;  3-gallon  capacity  at  $15.80  in  steel  and  $21.90 
in  copper.  Still  larger  sizes  are  made  for  conveyance  by  small  hand 
truens,  bot  are  not  very  commonly  in  service.  There  are  also  some 
dry-powder  extinguishers,  which  retail  at  prices  ranging  upward 
from  $1.21. 
OmA  Vita  tor  Tiaae  After  the  War. 

No  doubt  when  the  war  is  over  this  consolar  district  should  f^on- 
stitute  a  good  field  for  enterprise  in  competition  with  the  appliances 
already  on  the  market.  The  retail  dealers  here  require  as  their  profit 
from  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  retail  price,  and  wholesale  dealers  re- 
quire a  further  discount,  which  would  leave  at  least  10  per  cent 
after  paying  all  expenses.  Most  of  the  dealers  in  the  district  prefer 
to  purchase  from  some  wholesale  import  bouse  in  London  or  Liver- 
pool through  the  traveling  salesmen,  who  make  re^lar  visits. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  leading  firms  might  be  disposed  to 
take  up  a  wholesale  agency  if  satisfactory  terms  could  be  arranged, 
especially  as  there  is  a  direct  steamer  service  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
Furness  Withy  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  whose  agency  is  on  Broadway,  New 
York. 

lA  Hst  of  flealM^  in  fire-extlntnitiihlug  awiiances  in  the  consular  district  of 
OftrdtfT,  Wales,  may  tte  obtained  from  ttie  Bureau  of  Porci^  and  Domestic 
Oommerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80805.] 


Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson  reports  that  the  municipality  of 
Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  has  just  completed  a  new  city  halJ  which 
will  provide  accommodations  for  the  public  offices,  the  market,  and 
probably  the  law  library. 
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POTATO  CEOF  IS  ITEW  BBTTHSWICE. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stpphcn.  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  Oct.  24.J 

The  Provincial  Secretary  for  Agriculture  is  quoted  as  stating  that 
the  potato  crop  in  New  Brunswick  is  about  10  per  cent  smaller  than 
in  1915.  The  estimate  given  by  him  is  7,300,000  bushels  from  40,000 
acres,  compared  with  8,384,951  bushels  from  41,217  acres  in  1915. 
In  a  recent  letter  to  the  American  consulate,  one  of  the  largest  potato 
shippers  stated  that  the  f.  o.  b.  price  was  then  80  cents  per  bushel 
in  carload  lots,  and  that  the  smaller  crop  was  probably  due  to  lack 
of  potash  in  the  fertilizers  used.  This  element  was  very  scarce  at 
the  time  of  planting  in  the  spring  of  1916.  The  price  has  gone  up 
so  early  in  the  season  that  farmers  have  exported  in  greater  quanti- 
ties than  usual  up  to  this  time. 

Greatly  Increased  Shipments  of  Turnips. 

A  big  crop  of  turnip.«  was  produced  this  year  in  the  St.  Stephen 
district,  and  large  shii)ments  are  being  made  to  the  United  Stetes. 
Invoices  certified  at  this  consulate  from  July  1  to  October  23,  1916, 
represent  shipments  of  turnips  amounting  to  116,137  bushels,  valued 
at  $38,865,  compared  with  only  3,833  bushels,  worth  $852,  for  the  cor- 
responding period  in  1915,  and  2,033  bushels,  worth  $494,  for  the  cor- 
responding period  in  1914.  The  local  wholesale  price  is  now  30 
cents  per  bushel  in  carload  lots.  Most  of  the  shipments  for  the 
United  States  go  to  Boston. 


AUEEICAN  CONSULAS  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  m 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  pei-sonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


<irnccy,  WllburT 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Ohamberlin,  George  E. 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D. . 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Albert,  Talbot  J 

Wlllrlch,  Oebhnrd 

Waddell,  Alcxiinder  W 
Hanson,  George  C 


Seville,  Spain. 


Port  Limon,  Costa 
Fica. 

Cal'-nry,  .\lbcrla,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Hamburg,  Germany.. 

St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon  .. 

Hanover, 'Jermany. .. 

Quebec.  Ontario 

Athcm.  Greece 

Swatow ,  China. 


Oct.   30 

Nov.  25 

Nov.  IR 

Dec.  23 

Deo.     1 
Dec.  11 

Dec.     1 

Dec.  25 

...do..... 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 
...do.... 


C/o  Dlitrlct  Office,  Bureau  ot  Foreign 
and   Dome<itlc  Commerce,  Room  4&, 

.  Customhouse,  New  York  City,  Nov. 
1-7. 

31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Saugertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin.Woodstock  Val- 
ley. Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 

Dcparrment  of  State.  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Dlsiript  OfTice.  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  S04  Fedent 
Building,  Chicago,  III. 

Knic  orhoc  er  Hotel,  Fortv-second 
Street  and  Kroadway,  N  ew  Vort  <  Ity. 

127  West  Ormsbv  Avenue,  LoubvlUe, 
Ky.,  until  Nov.  la 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 
Do. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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tCompUed'tn  the  Bureau  ot  Fcrelsn  and  Dometitlc  CoDimcrce  from  cfflclal  Brazilian  sta- 

ttottes.] 

The  followirg  table  shows  the  exports  of  coffee  from  Santos,  Bra- 
sit,  to  the  principal  conntries  of  destination  in  the  calendar  years 
1918, 1914,  and  1915,  in  bags  of  60  kilos,  or  132.28  pounds: 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Bat*. 
140.445 

764,458 

S34.9S8 

9.760 

21.930 

36,499 

1.578.405 

1,686.783 

181.592 

1,471,557 

11,376 

671 

96,053 

142,446 

237,509 

3,464,326 

63,668 

Bail. 
116.466 

238,677 

163  on 

6.560 

60.609 

30.970 

798.961 

676.690 

465.801 

1,017,011 

61,8U2 

102 

86,n0il 

332,072 

305,153 

4,192,829 

23,004 

Baa: 
160.000 

Ao^t^H-fluncArT 

BShrai^^^v;;:.^;:.:.;::::::::::::::::""::::;:::;;:::::::::; 

CHMida ^ 

6a> 

836.183 

SfVDt            ......    .-    ........    ......    .    ............................. 

128. 32S 

Ynjioo 

1,608.678 

OWIMIJ.  L 

Jtaly     .r 

537.333 

jSti«rtiid»"";:r;  ""::;::!":::":""!:";;::;::"!;;"";. 

1,368,080 

467, 38S 

TWtueal.        ...........k  ....  .- 

3,925 

8pain 

03,139 

1,474,204 
383,213 

Itaited  Statas.    , 

5,678,050 
li,«68 

TMal           i 

10,239,246 

«,*»»,  6S7 

13,110,741 

H0TOE-£0AT  BAGE  DT  BAVOKOK. 

tVicc  Consul  Carl  C.  Uanscu,  Bangkok,  Blam.] 

A  motor-boat  race  was  held  on  the  Bangkok  River  on  August  27, 
and  the  special  interest  attached  to  this  race  was  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  motors  in  nse  on  this  occasion  were  attachable  row-boat  motors 
gapplied  from  United  States,  fitted  to  ordinary  local-made  boats.  The 
race  was  arranged  for  by  the  harbor  master  of  Bangkok,  and  5-horse- 
power  motors  took  part  in  class  1,  S-horsepower  in  class  2,  and 
S-horsepower  in  class  8.  Twenty  boats  participated  in  the  race, 
and  of  these  th'^se  furnished  with  American  motors  came  out  first, 
second,  and  third  in  all  the  classes  but  class  No.  1,  in  which  the 
second  place  only  was  won. 


NATIONAL  CITY  BAlfK  OF  NEW  YOEK  IK  GEITOA. 

fCaosnl  Arthur  C  Frost,  detailed  M  vice  oonsal,  Genoa,  Italy,  Oct.  10.] 

The  National  City  Bank  of  New  York  opened  its  branch  in  Genoa 
on  Monday,  October  9,  1916.  The  branch  bank  has  a  capital  of 
6.400.000  lire  ($1,23.'),000).  In  addition  to  conducting  a  general 
banking  business,  it  intends  to  provide  commercial  ratings  and  extend 
various  other  facilities  to  American  exporters  and  to  furnish  infor- 
mation about  the  markets  of  the  cities  in  which  the  parent  bank 
already  has  branches.  The  inauguration  of  this  bank,  said  to  be  the 
first  American  national  bank  in  Europe,  is  regarded  as  an  important 
step  in  bringing  about  closer  financial  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Italy  and  in  the  development  of  trade  between  the  two 
conntries. 
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INCBEASED  T0TTBI8T  TBAVEL  IN  ITOBWAY. 

(Consul  Charles  Fotnutn,  Bergen,  Oct  6.] 

According  to  an  article  in  Bergens  Tidendo,  a  local  newspaper, 
tourist  travel  in  Norway  this  j-ear  has  been  about  double  what  it  was 
in  1915.  Most  of  the  "travelers  were  Norwegians,  who  frequently 
tour  their  own  countiy,  making  long  round  trips.  This  is  considered 
an  indication  of  prosperous  times. 

Much  of  the  travel  has  been  in  the  Sogn,  Hardanger,  and  Geiranger 
districts,  and  to  places  on  the  Bergen-Christiania  Railway.  Tourist 
travel  in  Nordland  has  been  about  normal.  Tourist  ships  do  not  run 
on  account  of  war  conditions.  The  large  eastern  districts  of  Valdres, 
Gudbrandsdalen,  Osterdalen,  and  Hallingdalen  have  shared  in- the 
tourist  activities.  Everywhere  the  hotels  have  been  full,  and  the 
volume  of  business  is  still  xmdiminished. 

Among  the  foreign  tourists  Danes  and  Swedes  are  most  numerous. 
It  has  become  more  and  more  common  for  them  to  take  trips  in 
Norway.    The  numbers  almost  double  in  successive  years. 

Rnssian  Traffic  Very  Heavy — Ticket  Specnlation. 

Through  traffic  to  and  from  Russia  is  very  heav^.  AH  trains,  all 
sleeping  cars,  are  fully  occupied  every  day.  Christiania  has  become 
one  of  the  principal  stations  for  a  large  volume  of  traffic  between 
western  and  eastern  Europe,  and  it  is  not  only  Russians  who  travel 
this  way  but  Frenchmen,  Americans,  Italians,  Greeks,  Roumanians, 
and  Japanese.  Some  Norwegians  also  have  begun  to  travel  to  Russia 
on  business. 

Traveling  on  the  Christiania-Petrograd-Vladivostok .  route  has 
shown  so  great  an  increase  that  speculation  in  tickets  on  the  Siberian 
express  has  begun.  Only  one  express  train  runs  per  week,  and  it 
has  repeatedly  happened  that  travelers  had  to  wait  several  weeks, 
when  they  had  not  taken  care  to  obtain  places  in  time. 

Many  Norwegians  travel  to  foreign  countries  at  present.  Most 
of  them  go  to  Copenhagen,  a  favorite  trip  in  the  autumn ;  others  to 
Stockholm,  Berlin,  and  London. 


Hunting  of  Chincliilla  FroMbited  in  Chile. 

Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  at  Valparaiso,  Chile,  has  transmitted 
a  translation  of  a  law  that  prohibits  in  that  country  the  hunting  of 
the  chinchilla  and  the  sale  and  exportation  of  chinchilla  skins  for 
a  period  of  five  years.  This  translation  can  be  examined  at  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  coopera- 
tive offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  81365. 


OFFICES  CF  THE  BTJBEATT  OF  FOBEICIN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHUEBCE. 


DISTRICT  OFnCES. 

KEW  TOBK:  Aoom  409,  Cuitomhoinr. 

BOSTON:   1801  Cnstomboniir. 

CHlMOOt  604  Krdenl  Bnlldlng. 

8T.  LOUIS !  402  Third  Xattonil  Bank  Bulldlag. 

ATLANTA:  &SI  Post  Offlrr  BnUdlnic. 

NEW  ORLEANS:  1020  HlliFrnla  Bank  Bnlldlnf. 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  30i  Cnstomhonst. 

SEATTLE:  843  Henrf  Balldinfc 


COOPKRATITE  OFFICES. 

C1.ETEIiAM>:  Chgmbtr  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI :  Chamber  of  Commerte. 
CTNCINSATI:  C.  N.  O.  «  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
1,08  ANGELES:  Chamber  ef  Commerce. 
PHIIiAnEI.PHIA:  Chambrr  ol  Commerce. 
CRATTANOOOA:  South  American  Ageat,  Soath* 

era  Rj,  Co. 
POBTLANn,  ORES.:  Chamber  of  Commerc*. 
DAITON;  Greater  Dayton  Amoelatlon. 
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PBOPOSAIfi  FOB  OOVBBNKEIiT  SUFPUES  AITB  OONSTSUCTION. 

|C«rmpaB4«Dee  ahoold  be  direct  vitb  tbe  oflleea  named,  and  (pedficatlona  can  osnatly 
be  •Walii«d  at  tbe  polata  vbcrc  tbe  aoods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  to  be  p«-- 
tmrnttei.  in  eases  whare  tbe  time  llintt  Is  too  short  to  permit  ftrms  to  submit  tenders,  tue; 
should  aak  to  be  placed  an  tbe  malllna  lists  of  cocb  offlcea  to  receive  notieea  calling  for 
ftrtare  suppllea  or  work  of  a  similar  nature] 

Repairs  to  vessel.  No.  376&. — Sealed  proposals  xvtil  be  reeeived  by  tbe  litckt- 
house  Inspector,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  December  1,  1918,  for  dockintr, 
cleaning,  palntlnK.  and  repairing  light  vessel  tfo.  91.  Farther  Information 
may  be  obtained  front  tbe  above-named  office. 

PoHt-offlee  eonttrueiien,  Na  8766. — Seeled  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe 
office  of  the  Sopwvlslng  Architect.  Treasury  Department,  WoshlnKton, 
D.  C,  until  December  11.  1916,  foi-  the  construction  of  the  United  State* 
post  office  at  Enreka  Springs,  Ark.  Drawings  and  gpeciftcationa  may  be 
obtained  from  the  cnstodlun  of  site  at  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  or  tlte  abore- 
uained  office. 

PlaiUing  trees,  shrubs,  etc..  No.  8787. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  WaahingtMi, 
D.  G.,  until  December  4,  1916,  for  planting  trees  and  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  Federal  buildings  In  the  States  of  Oregon,  Idaho,  Utah,  Wash- 
ington, and  California,  In  accordance  with  plans  and  spcciflcations,  c<^ies 
of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  office. 

Pott-oglce  eotutruction.  No.  3768. — Seoled  proposals  will  be  received  at  ttM 
office  of  tbe  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington, 
D.  C,  nntU  December  21,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the 
United  States  post  office  at  Bonne  Terre,  Mo.  Drawings  and  speclfica- 
tloiM  may  be  obtained  after  November  15,  1916,  from  the  custodian  of  site 
at  Boime  Terre,  Mo.,  oi-  at  the  above-named  office. 

BMen,  No.  3769. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  inspector, 
Dt-trott,  MIcli.,  for  constructing  two  boilers  for  the  lighthouse  ten<ler 
Uarigold.  Further  loformation  may  be  obtaine<l  from  the  above-named 
vtOeer. 

Ve*«ei.  Na  3770. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  jreeeived  at  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  oMil  January  S.  1917,  for  construct- 
ing, by  contract,  one  ammunition  ship.  CIrcnIars  of  information,  forms  of 
Itroposal.  etc..  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  abuve-tuuned  office. 

BeH  buoys.  No.  3771. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive<l  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector. TompkinsTiUe,  N.  Y.,  until  November  15,  1916i,  for  furnishing 
eight  bell  buoyp.  Pin-ther  information  nuy  be  obtained  from  the  above- 
named  officer. 

Lard,  No.  3772. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Oeneral  I>epot  of  the 
Quartermasters  Corps,  United  States  Army.  115  East  Ontario  Street, 
Chicago,  III.,  until  November  6,  1016,  for  furnishing  on  or  before  Novem- 
ber 16,  1916,  2U,000  pounds  of  lard. 

Aealvleite  gas  generators.  No.  3773. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Ughthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  82  acetylene  gas 
generatom.  Further  information  will  be  furnlshe<l  upon  application  to  the 
above-named  alBcer. 

BvMrhhoaris,  No.  3774. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Sup- 
ply Depot.  United  States  Army.  648  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  November  8,  1916,  for  12  electric  switchboards. 

9wwl*Mtig  rock,  etc..  No.  3775. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recclveil  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans.  La.,  for  furiil.shlug  and  placing  3.000 
tons  of  rock  around  Sand-Island  Light  Station,  AU\.  Further  Infornmtloa 
may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  officer. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  3770. — Sealed  propo.sals  will  be  receivetl  at  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  043  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  November  9.  1916,  for  furnishing  acacia,  acetic  add,  nspirln,  calcium 
chloride,  chloroform,  euqulnine,  lotllne,  menthol,  olemn  cadliium.  puralTui, 
pepnin,  sodium  bltartrnte,  strychnine  sulphate,  alum,  corks,  gauze,  catgut 
leatwre.  sitrgieal  needles,  glass  shells  for  vaccine  points,  crash  toweling, 
■wire  for  hypodermic  ueeilles,  nightgowns,  and  eye  shades,  etc. 
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FOSEION  TBADE  OPPOSTUinilES. 

Ueservcd  addrevHcs  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  Its  dlatrlct  ofllcen.     Bequest 
(or  each  opponiiDlty  fiboiild  he  on  n  separate  sheet  nnd  state  opportanitr  nnmbrr. 

The  Bnrrnu  docs  not  furnish  credit  nitlnsa  or  assume  reinonslblllty  as  to  tlie  stmrtlng 
Of  foreign  Inqulrens ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
•  Eeported  by  American  consular  officer ;  i  reportf-d  by  commercial  attaches  nnd  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  reports  received  direct  by  tbe  Bnreau. 


Aerial  tramways,  etc.,  22808. 

Bags,  paper.  22887. 

Bars,  tubes,  sheets,  and  wire,  22899. 

Chain,  brass.  22891. 

Chemicals,  22888. 

Clothing,  22S96. 

Confectionery,  22897. 

Cooking  oil,  22900. 

Corn  meal,  22887. 

I>ry  goods,  22896. 

Farm  Ini  piemen  ts,  22900. 

Feed  sturFs.  22889. 

Fish.  22887.  22896. 

Flour,  2288T. 

Fruit  prescrTes,  22896. 

General  ag^-ncy,  22900. 

Groceries,  22896. 

Hardware,  22888,  22995. 


Insecticides.  22888. 

Lanterns,  22897. 

Lard,  2289G. 

Linoleum  and  oilcloth,  22890. 

Machinery.  22894. 

Novelties,  22888. 

Paints  and  brushes,  22897. 

Paper,  wrapping.  22887. 

Potato  aour.  22892. 

Preserves.  22887.  22896. 

Quarry  equipment,  22898. 

ItU-e.  22896. 

Silver-plated  ware,  22897. 

Soaps  and  perfumes,  22887.  22897. 

Sugar.  22896. 

Tsploca  flour,  22892, 

Toys.  22897. 

yarns,  cotton,  22898. 


228S7.t — A  flmi  of  comuilRstou  merchants  In  Porto  Rleo  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  soap,  preferves,  flour,  corn  meal,  canned 
salmon,  wrapping  pa|)er,  and  paper  bags. 

22888.* — A  business  man  In  Urugua.v  wishes  to  communicate  with  manufacturers 
of  Insecticides,  hardware  specialties,  anil  novelties.  Correspondence  in 
English. 

22889.t — A  wholesale  firm  in  Switzerland  dealing  in  flour  and  feed  Is  in  the 
marlcet  for  mill  feedstuffs  for  cattle  and  hogs. 

22890.* — An  agency  for  oilcloth  and  linoleum  Is  desired  by  a  business  man  In 
a  foreign  colonial  possession.  Initial  requirements,  25,000  square  yards. 
References. 

22891.* — A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  commu- 
nicate with  manufacturers  of  brass  chain,  running  atiout  8  Units  to  the 
Incli,  each  Unit  about  three-slxteentlis  of  an  Inch  in  diameter.  The  brass 
wire  from  which  chain  is  made  is  a  fraction  less  than  one-sixteenth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.    Chain  is  to  be  used  on  fraternal  regalia. 

22892.t — A  man  In  Canada  asks  the  Bureau  to  put  him  in  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  potato  tlour  and  tapioca  flour. 

22893.* — A  firm  in  Norway  wishes  to  secure  the  agency  for  American  cotton 
yam.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

22804.* — A  firm  in  Spain  wishes  to  cominunicnte  with  nitimifacturers  of 
machinery  for  e:nractlng  phosphorus  from  bones. 

22895.* — A  man  in  Central  America  is  in  the  inarifet  for  light  general  hard- 
ware.   Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New  Orleans.    References. 

22S9C.* — A  merchant  in  South  America  wislies  to  receive  catalogues,  prices, 
etc.,  of  general  merciiandise,  including  groceries,  rice,  sugar,  lard,  fish, 
fruit  preserves,  dry  goods,  and  clothing.  Correspondence  nnd  catalogues, 
etc.,  in  Spanish. 

22897.* — A  wholesale  firm  in  East  Africa  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  with 
prices  and  discounts  given  on  confectionery,  lanterns,  paints  and  brushes, 
silver-plated  hollow  ware,  soaps  ami  perfumes,  and  toys. 

22898.t — The  owner  of  a  stone  quarry  in  Prance  wislies  to  interest  American 
capital  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  additional  equipment,  consisting  of 
aerial  tramways,  motor  or  rail  transport  facilities,  to  replace  horsenlrawn 
vehicles  now  used. 

22899.* — A  merclinnt  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  Anie.iciin  manufacturers 
of  tubes,  sheets,  bars,  and  wire  of  nil  Ivinds  of  metal.  Correspondence  In 
Engllsii.    References. 

22900.t — A  man  in  the  Far  East  would  lllte  to  represent  an  American  manu- 
facturer of  cooking  oil  and  other  household  necessities,  as  well  as  farm 
implements  and  other  articles  for  whlcii  a  niarkot  may  be  found. 
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PBOPOSED  IKCKEASE  IH  BBAZKIAH  DITTIES.    . 

The  American  ambassador  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  reports  that 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  is  referring  to  the  Senate  the  budget  law 
for  1917,  which  provides  for  an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent  in  the 
consumption  tax  (imposto  de  consumo)  on  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic shoes.  The  proportion  of  the  customs  duties  on  all  imports 
payable  in  gold  is  increased  by  the  new  budgei  law  to  55  per  cent. 

TAt  present  Brazilian  duties  are  payable  60  per  cent  in  paper 
milreis  and  40  per  cent  on  a  gold  basis.  The  eflfect  of  the  new  pro- 
vision, if  enacted,  will  be  to  increase  somewhat  the  actual  duties 
levied.  The  amotmt  of  this  increase  will  vary,  according  to  the  rate 
of  duty,  but  will  probably  in  no  case  exceed  12  per  cent  or  the  present 
duties,  taking  the  present  value  of  the  milreis  (12  pence,  $0.24),  as 
the  basis  of^calculation.] 

MODEBir  BAEINO  KACHTXTEBT  INSTALLED  AT  MONCTON. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Oct.  27.1 

A  new  bakery  has  just  been  opened  in  Moncton  in  which  are  in- 
stalled the  most  modem  appliances  for  the  sanitary  production  of 
bread  on  a  large  scale.  The  building  is  94  feet  long  by  40  feet  wide, 
divided  into  three  departments,  the  baking  room,  storage  rooms,  and 
retail  store. 

In  the  first  mentioned,  which  is  probably  as  complete  as  anv  simi- 
lar establishment  in  the  Province,  is  a  patent  gas  oven  buift  by  a 
Chicago  company.  Its  daily  capacity  is  20  barrels  of  flour.  A 
bread-moulding  machine,  produced  in  Ontario,  of  the  latest  type, 
capable  of  an  output  of  5,000  loaves  per  diem,  is  employed  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  handwork.  This  appliance  is  driven  by  an  electric 
motor. 

After  the  bread  comes  from  the  oven  it  is  placed  in  galvanized 
cooling  racks  and  when  cold  is  wrapped  in  waxed  paper  for  delivery 
to  the  consumer. 

The  entire  plant  is  heated  by  natural  gas,  with  a  supplementary 
equipment  of  hot-water  pipes. 
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CATTLE  sAisnre  nr  cuba. 

[CuDsul  Ilcury  M.  Wdcott,  detallod  as  Tlee  eeaaul,  Habana,  Oct.  27.] 

Many  inquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Habana  consulate  gen- 
eral from  Americans  who  desire  information  as  to  the  possibikties 
of  success  in  the  cattle^raising  industry  in  this  country.  Therefore 
it  is  opportune  to  submit  the  following  report  prepared' by  an  Amer- 
ican who  for  14  years  ^yas  directly  engaged  in  this  business  under 
very  favorable  conditions  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  island: 

At  the  close  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  Cuba  was  practically  without 
cattle,  and  importations  commenced  In  1899  from  the  United  States,  Mexloo, 
South  America,  Porto  Rico,  and  some  from  the  smaller  West  Indies;  mostly 
grown  thin  steers  were  brought  from  South  America  and  female  stock  from 
otfaer  places.  The  tiitn  steers  weighing  about  700  pounds  upon  arrival,  woald 
gain  300  pounds  on  the  good  pastures  here  in  five  months,  and  the  net  gnia. 
per  head  was  about  ?10.  The  price  of  beef  cattle  from  1900  to  1904  was  about 
6  to  Ci  ceutR  per  pound  on  the  hoof ;  cows,  $60 ;  bull  yeariings,  $25.  etc. 

About  1905  the  country  was  overstocked  with  cattle ;  exportation  is  Imprae- 
ticable  l)ecnuse  tlie  supply  is  too  small  to  properly  fit  out  the  refrigerator 
carriers  for  dressed  meats,  and  tlic  grass-fed  live  cattle  lose  too  much  in  transit. 
The  price  began  to  fall  In  1906,  and  at  this  period  beef  was  selling  from  3  to 
3i  cents  a  pound,  cows  $25,  yearlings  $8  to  $12,  etc.  These  conditions  continaed, 
and  at  times  there  was  no  demand  until  all  kinds  of  fenmle  stock  was  being 
SlaughtM^  dally,  and  in  1913  a  scarcity  was  felt,  and  since  then  prices  of  all 
kinds  of  cattle  have  gradually  risen  until  present  sales  are  at  6}  to  7  cettt8 
for  beef,  $55  for  cows,  $25  for  bull  yearlings,  etc. 

Prioes  of  Pasture  Land — Cattle  Pests. 

Prior  to  1901  good  pasture  land  was  worth  about  $3  per  acre ;  to-day  the  same 
'  quality  will  cost  from  $15  to  $20  an  acre.  Good  ranch  land  is  scarce  at  present, 
but  might  be  found  in  the  Provinces  of  Camaguey  and  Oriente  at  the  above 
prices.    The  other  Provinces  of  tlie  island  are  not  ricli  in  grazing  lands. 

There  are  several  native  perennial  grasses  used  for  grazing,  but  Guinea  and 
Para  (or  Parana)  grass  are  tlie  only  ones  of  good  value  for  pasture.  If  the 
usual  rains  occur,  the  gross  grows  and  gives  good  feed  «very  uwath  in  tbe 
year,  but  pastures  must  be  fenced  and  allowed  to  recuperate  a  month  or  two 
from  time  to  time  In  order  not  to  kill  them  out  In  times  of  unusual  drouglit. 
The  rainfall  here  Is  about  57  Inches,  and  the  dry  season  extends  trom  Novem- 
ber to  March,  during  which' time  the  average  rainfall  is  from  one  to  three 
inches. 

Good  fenced  pasture  land  can  maintain  16  head  of  cattle  on  a  caballerla  of 
land  (33i  acres)  the  year  round. 

Black  leg  is  prevalent  in  Cuba  in  all  cattle  less  tlian  30  months  old.  Anthrax 
is  not  unknown,  and  constant  care  must  be  given  cattle,  especially  yoimg  stock, 
to  cure  screw  worms  caused  by  blow-flies  depositing  eggs  In  any  slight  open 
wound  on  an  animal.  The  former  Is  easily  controlled  by  vaccination,  tbe  aeeood 
is  not  serious,  and  the  tatter  Is  a  matter  for  constant  care,  but  easily  nanaged. 

Abundance  of  good  river  water  is  often  found  in  pastures  In  Oriente  Province, 
but  parts  of  Camaguey  depend  on  wells ;  this  is  a  very  important  feature  wtaen 
buying  ranch  land. 

The  climate  of  Cuba  is  subtropical,  and  altboi^h  tlie  sun  is  hot  it  Is  alwajs 
tempered  by  the  cool  trade  winds,  and  tbe  thermometer  never  falls  below  60  In 
the  winter. 

The  majority  of  cattle  in  Cuba  to-<lay  are  of  crosses  between  the  Imports 
given  in  the  first  part  of  this  report  and  bulls  originally  from  Africa  and  India ; 
the  cows  will  weigh  about  800  {toumls,  and  good  range  three-year-old  steers  wOi 
average  925  pounds.  Some  good  breeds  have  been  Imported  from  the  Doited 
States  and,  in  a  small  way,  are  improving  the  present  cattle  here. 

The  present  is  a  poor  time  to  buy  ranch  land  or  cattle  in  Cuba,  because  both 
are  at  exceptionally  high  prices. 

In  order  to  succeed  in  the  cattle-raising  Industry  here  It  Is  Decenary  for 
the  owner  to  speak  Spanish  and  to  Imve  had  a  year  or  two  experieooe  In  the 
business  In  this  country.  Hired  help  can  not  be  d^>ended  on  to  conduct  the 
business  without  the  personal  supervision  of  the  owner. 
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Imports  of  Keat  into  Ca1>a. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  imports 
of  salt,  fresh,  canned,  and  jerked  beef  into  Cuba  during  the  fiscal 
years  1914  and  1915 : 


and  whence  imported. 

- 

1914 

1915 

Qaantitr< 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  StaUs 

SALT  BEtr. 

Pounit. 
88,841 
2,4SS 

i6,489 
236 

Pound: 

78,291 

16,829 

Total 

93,408 

6,726 

78,291 

6,819 

rSISH  BKEr. 

I'nited  Statts.... 

66,989 

7,608 

112,010 

10,299 

CAimZO  BEEF. 

United  Slates.... 

57,277 
lis 
307 

10,382 
30 
54 

35,889 

5,510 

United  Kingdom 

Total 

57,742 

10,472 

35,889 

5,640 

JBBKEO  BEEF. 

United  States 

1,488,762 

6,829.067 

14.428,820 

62,780 

174,664 

870,295 

1,690,534 

10,992 

136.411 
3,744,766 
11,617,423 

17,089 

545,066 

Unipifty 

1,575,497 

Vniezuela 

Total 

22,808,429 

2,746.485 

15,408,600 

2.137,642 

[A  report  on  stock  raising  in  Cuba  was  publislied  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept. 
20.  1916.) 


AMEBICAir  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  coiTespondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Oracey.  Wilbur  T 

Donaldson,  Cliester — 

Chim,  Harold  D 

Chamberlin,  George  E . 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edvard  D . . 

Hoigan,  Henry  H 

Watson,  lohn  T.  C 

Alliert.  Talhot  T 

WUMob,  Oebliaid 

Waddell,  Alexander  W 
ii,a«otg«C 


Post. 


Seville,  S{)ein. 


Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 

Georgclon'n,  Guiana. . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenbagen,  Denmarlc 


Hamburg,  Germany.. 
St.  Pierre,  Uiqnrloti . . . 


Hanover,  GDrmany . . .  j. . .do. 

Quebec,  Ontario I. ..do 

Athens,  Greece I  Dec.  30 

Swatow,  China .do 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Oct.    30 

Nov.  25 

Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Dor.     1 
Dec.   11 

Dec.     1 
Dec.  25 


Address. 


C/o  District  Offloc,  Bureau  of  Foreten 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Room  m, 
Customhouse,  New  York  Olty.  Nov. 

31  Brtiee  .\  venue.  Yon  Iters,  N.  V. 

Sougcrtics,  Ubicr  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, imtll  Dec.  17. 

Department  ot  State,  Wasliington,  I).  C. 

C/o  District  Office.  Btu-eau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 
BulldinK,  Chioigo,  III. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel.  Fortv-second 
Klrect  and  Broadway,  New  York  ("ilv. 

127  West  Ormsliy  Avenue.  Louisvllfe, 
Ky.,  until  .\ov.  10. 

Depirtment  of  State.  \Vu.-,hinetan.  !>.*'. 
Do. 
Do. 

1*)  Miln  f-treet,  Bridgeiwrt,  Conn. 
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IMPOETS  OF  HOSIEST  INTO  SOUTH  AFKICA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  OiinmulaB,  Jobanoesbarg.l 

The  retail  prices  of  men's  and  women's  hosiery  in  the  Johannes- 
burg consular  district  vary  according  to  the  material  of  which  they 
are  made.  All  grades  are  worn,  ranging  from  the  cheapest  to  the 
finest.  The  heavier  grades  are  more  commonly  used  in  South 
Africa  than  the  costlier  articles.  As  a  rule,  the  prices  range  from 
25  to  50  cents  per  pair  for  cotton  hosiery ;  while  it  increases  from  60 
to  75  cents  for  lisle  or  artificial  silk.  '  Silk  hosiery  for  men  sells  from 
$1  to  $3.50,  while  the  same  grade  for  women  retails  from  $1.45  to  $4. 
Extra-fine  silk  stockings  range  in  price  from  $4.85  to  $0J0  per  pair. 

Imports  of  American  goods  into  this  consular  district  are  made 
through  the  ports  of  East  London,  Port  Elizabeth,  Durban,  and 
Lourengo  Marquez.  The  two  last-named  ports  are  favorable  for  the 
importation  of  goods  destined  either  to  this  city  or  points  farther  into 
the  interior. 

At  present  most  buyers  are  paying  cash  against  documents  in  New 
York  and  have,  in  the  past,  largely  met  payments  by  means  of  sight 
drafts. 
Conntry  of  Origin  of  Hosiery  and  Xlndeiclothes. 

There  are  no  separate  statistics  of  the  imports  of  hosiery.  They 
are  included  under  the  general  heading  of  underclothes.  The  follow- 
ing figures  by  countries  of  origin  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  those 
interested  in  the  South  African  market : 


Kinds  and  country  of 
origin. 

1914 

1915 

Kind?  and  country  of 
origin. 

1914 

1915 

Hosiery,  Including  onder- 
dothes,   manufactured 
of  cotton  material- 
United  Kingdom 

12,876,483 
17^612 

258,216 
25,249 
27,788 

149,616 
78,243 
23;  92 

12,962,891 
15.383 
30,826 
30.466 
45,«GB 
597,038 
232,910 
10,418 

Hosiery,  Including  under- 
clothes, manufactured 
of  wcot 
United  Kingdom.... 
Oermaqy 

>401,S1S 
29,118 
5,289 
14,612 

t41I,0<» 
1,737 

bnitedfitates 

Other  countries 

Total 

e,,m 

Italy  ...'. 

11,044 

450,512 

430,310 

United"  States 

Other  countries 

Total 

3,254,479 

3,725,589 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  principal  country  that  supplies  South 
Africa  with  goods  of  this  land.  Out  of  a  total  importation  of 
cotton  hosiery  (including  underclothes)  valued  at  $3,254,479  in  1914 
that  country  supplied  $2,676,483.  Germany  ranked  second  with 
$258,216,  with  Japan  as  a  strong  co|npetitor,  while  the  United  States 
only  furnished  $76,243  worth. 

The  value  in  the  importation  of  these  goods  in  1915  increased 
$471,110  over  1914.  While  some  of  the  most  important  articles  of 
import  decreased  materially  during  1915  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious years,  the  steady  increase  should  denote  the  importance  of 
this  market  to  the  American  manufacturer  and  exporter. 

The  principal  source  of  cotton  hosiery  (including  underclothes) 
for  1915  was  again  the  United  Kingdom,  whose  shipments  increased 
by  $286,408.  Imports  from  Germany  were  $227,391  less  in  1916 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Japan  and  the  United  States  showed 
appreciable  gains  of  $247,422  fend  $156,667,  respectively. 
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There  is  luidonbtedly  a  large  field  for  American  ^nanufacturers  of 
hosiery  in  this  market,  and  its  importance  should  cause  a  thorough 
stndy  and  investigation, 
limited  Supplies  of  Hosiery — Dnties. 

Importer  of  these  goods  have  informed  the  writer  that  the  supply 
of  many  grades  of  hosiery  is  now  relatively  small,  and  that  they 
are  having  difficulty  in  getting  the  kinds  of  goods  that  they  are  ac- 
c\istomed  to  sell.  For  this  reason  many  merchants  have  endeavoi"ed 
to  establish  trade  relations  with  Japan. 

Although  the  heavier  grades  of  hosiery  are  most  commonly  used 
here  in  connection  with  heavy  walking  boots,  a  fairly  light  grade  qf 
reasonably  fine  texture,  possessing  durability  and  reasonableness  of 
price,  woidd  probably  find  a  ready  sale  in  this  consular  district. 

The  customs  tariff  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  provides,  under 
item  193,  Class  VI,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  20  per  cent  upon  hosiery, 
with  a  rebate  of  3  per  cent  upon  goods  manufactured  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  reciprocating  British  colonies. 

[A  list  of  department  stores  and  hosiery  and  iinderwear  dealers  in  tl'.e 
Johannesburg  consular  district  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  ami 
Domestic  Comraerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  otlices  by  referring  to  fllo 
No.  81342.] 

HOVnrO  FICTTTBE  FILMS  FOS  SOUTH  AHEBICA. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  to  exhibit  in  South  America  a  number  of  se- 
lected films  showing  typical  American  manufacturing  procresses, 
welfare  work  in  industrial  institutions,  and  other  details  of  economic 
life  in  this  country.  In  recent  years  South  Americans  have  become 
better  and  better  acquainted  with  the  facilities  of  the  United  States 
for  furnishing  them  manufactured  products,  but  it  is  felt  that  many 
of  them  are  yet  only  slightly  acquainted  with  the  industrial  develop- 
ment of  this  country.  It  is  to  further  education  along  these  lines 
that  the  Bureau  proposes  to  make  use  of  these  motion-picture  films. 

The  commercial  attaches  in  South  America  will  have  charge  of 
the  exhibition  of  these  pictures,  making  arrangements  to  have  them 
shown  in  the  motion-jjicture  houses  of  their  respective  localities. 
The  films  will  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Eco- 
nomics, an  unofficial  organization  with  headquarters  in  Washington, 
which  has  on  hand  a  large  number  of  films  showing  various  phases 
of  American  industry.  According  to  present  arrangements  between 
this  Bureau  and  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Economics,  the  latter 
is  to  supply  the  films  which  it  thinks  will  be  most  educative  and  most 
interesting,  and  this  Bureau  will  inspect  them  and  perhaps  make  a 
further  selection  and  send  the  films  which  it  thinks  most  desirable  to 
the  commercial  attaches.     ^ 

It  is  hoped  that  the  exhibition  of  these  pictures  will  be  introductory 
to  a  much  more  extended  campaign  by  which  American  manufac- 
turers may  have  their  films  displayed  for  advertising  purpoaes. 
Plans  for  an  arrangement  by  which  this  can  be  effected  are  being 
formed,  but  no  definite  announcement  can  be  made  until  further 
advices  are  received  from  the  commercial  attaches. 
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INCBEASED  SALES  OF  AMEBICAH  HAIdDWAEE  IN  PERU. 

Conditions  produced  by  the  European  war  have  been  particularly 
favorable  to  American  hardware  manufacturers  in  the  markets  of 
Peru.  Their  position  there  has  been  considerably  strengthened,  even 
in  the  face  of  curtailed  purchases  during  the  war  period.  The 
United  States  already  occupied  a  favorable  position,  for  in  the  nor- 
mal year  1913  Peru's  imports  of  that  class  of  goods  were  valued  at 
$2,617,007,  and  of  the  total  amount  this  country  furnished  $1,040,749 
worth.  England's  share  was  $852,357,  and  that  of  Germany  was 
$479,964.    These  were  the  nearest  rivals. 

A  report  on  sales  of  American  hardware  in  this  South  American 
coimtry  has  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  t)omestic 
Commerce  as  the  third  of  a  series  on  the  hardware  markets  of  the 
world.  It  emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  excellent  reputaticm  for  c|ual- 
ity  previously  established  for  our  hardware  has  greatly  assisted 
Ajnerican  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  the  Peruvian  field  since 
the  war  started. 

This  tliird  report  in  the  series,  lilce  the  first  two,  is  concerned  with 
the  general  conditions  governing  the  hardware  trade  and  with  the 

Eractical  details  concerning  the  sale  of  each  particular  article  of 
ardware.  Among  the  chapters  are:  Extent  to  which  hardware  is 
used;  General  factors  affecting  American  trade;  Features  of  goods 
that  win  favor;  System  of  conducting  trade;  Methods  of  entering 
markets;  Packing;  Credit  information;  Usual  method  of  financing 
sales;  and  15  chapters  on  particular  lines  of  hardware,  such  as  arti- 
sans' tools  and  supplies,  mining  tools,  agricultural  hardware,  cutlery, 
builders'  hardware,  and  shelf  hardware. 

"Peruvian  Markets  for  American  Hardware," Miscellaneous  Series 
No.  39,  contains  64  pages,  and  may  be  purchased  for  10  cents  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the 
district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


FEBTTYIAN  STEAIKSHIP  USE  OPEKS  OITICE  IN  COLON. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drc-hcr,  CoIod,  Pauama,  Oct.  20.] 

The  Peruvian  Steamship  Co.  (Compania  Peruana  de  Vapores  y 
Dique  de  Callao)  has  established  its  own  agency  on  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  with  its  head  office  in  Colon,  where  communications  should 
be  addressed  to  the  general  agent  of  this  company.  It  has  opened 
an  office  also  in  the  city  of  Panama.  The  Peruvian  Line  maintains  a 
service  between  Cristobal,  Canal  Zftne,  and  West  Coast  ports  as  far 
south  as  Callao,  with  sailings  each  way  about  once  a  weeK. 


SELLDTO  PBICE  OF  OFITTU  IN  PEBU. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao-Llma,  Oct.  2.1 

The  importation  and  sale  of  opium  in  Peru  has  been  a  Govern- 
ment monopoly  for  many  years.  It  is  sold  to  the  retail  dealers  of 
Lima  by  the  Compailia  Recaudadora  de  Impuestos  (National  Tax 
Collecting  Co.).  Prior  to  September  27,  1916,  the  retail  price  of 
opium  here  was  49  soles  ($23.84)  for  each  460  grams.  On  September 
28  the  Minister  of  Finance  issued  an  order  increasing  its  price  to 
60  soles  ($29.19)  per  460  grams. 
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OUTPTTT  OF  ainimiE  IS  HADBAS  FBESIDENCT. 

I  Consal  r.ndcn  Memmlngcr,  Madras,  India.] 

The  1915-16  report  on  the  Government  cinchona  plantations  on 
the  Nilgiris  Hills  m  the  Madras  Presidency  has  just  been  issued  and 
shows  that  the  outturn  of  quinine  during  the  year  was  32,688  pounds, 
as  against  29,422  pounds  in  1914-15.  The  quality  was  slightly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  previous  year,  owing  to  the  poor  quality  of 
locally  purcha^d  bark  and  the  decreased  yield  of  Java  bark,  whidi 
had  been  some  time  in  stock.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  bark  raised 
the  average  manufactured  cost  of  a  pound  of  quinine  from  ^.60  to 
$8.  Medical  depots  pay  $5.50  a  pound,  but  Government  institutions, 
Native  States,  local-fund  hospitals,  and  municipal  dispensaries  ob- 
tain it  at  prices  ranging  from  $4.25  to  $5  a  pound,  according  to  the 
quantity  taken. 

A  total  of  49,681  pounds  of  quinine  sulphate  was  issued  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  41,865  pounds  in  1914-15.  This  increase  was 
due,  it  is  stated,  to  large  demands  from  the  medical  stor^  of  Madras 
and  Bombay,  but  the  Central  Provinces  and  certain  Native  States, 
especially  Rajputana,  also  purchase  considerable  quantities.  The 
Grovernment  furnishes  to  post  offices  7-grain  packets  of  quinine,  which 
ai*e  sold  for  lialf  a  cent  each  and  are  thus  within  the  reach  of  the 
people  of  the  country  generally.  The  department  is  now  starting 
the  manufacture  of  quinme  tabloids.  The  Government,  in  its  review, 
says  that  the  question  of  opening  new  plantations  is  still  under  con- 
sideration. .  .  I  . 
Center!  of  Prodnotioii  In  India. 

There  ai-e  two  centers  of  the  quinine-manufacturing  industry  in 
India,  the  Nilgiris  Hills,  in  the  Madras  Presidency,  and  Darjeeling, 
in  Bengal.  The  possible  and,  on  occasion,  the  actual  annual  output 
of  the  latter  place  is  about  50,000  pounds  of  quinine.  In  both  locali- 
ties a  portion  of  the  area  under  cinchona  is  owned  by  coffee  or  tea 
planters,  and  the  bark  they  produce  is  either  sold  to  the  Government 
or  exported. 

Several  species  of  cinchona  are  cultivated  in  India,  namely.  Cin- 
chona miccirubra  (red  bark),  C.  calisaya  and  ledgeriana  (yellow 
bark),  and  C.  oificinaMs  (crown  bark).  The  commonest  species  in 
Darjeeling  is  C.  ledgeriana  and  in  Southern  India  G.  oficinalis. 
A  hybrid  form  is  also  largely  grown  and  is  said  to  yield  a  good  bark. 
At  the  Government  factories  both  cinchona  febrifuge  and  quinine 
sulphate  are  made.    As  a  result  of  the  acclimatizing  of  the  cinchona 

Slant  in  India  the  annual  imports  of  the  drug  on  behalf  of  the 
rovemment  have  been  discontinued.  In  Southern  India  the  three 
Government  cinchona  plantations  cover  an  area  of  1,793  acres,  of 
which  1,149  are  under  cultivation.  The  acreage  under  Mnchona  in 
1913  on  private  estates  in  Southern  India  was  approximately  as 
follows:  Madras  Presidency,  2,486:  Travancore,  2,085;  Coorg,  176; 
Mysore,  48 ;  total,  4,795  acres. 
The  Government  sources  of  supply  are  (1)  bark  from  its  own 

glantations,  (2)  bark  purchased  locally,  and  (3)  bark  purchased 
rom  Java,  the  last-named  being  ("onsidered  of  especially  good  qual- 
ity. No  bark  was  purchased  from  Java  during  the  year  just  ended, 
but  the  other  souives  supplied  3.52,16r>  i)()Hnds  and  318.958  pounds. 
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respectively.  The  amount  supplied  by  the  Government  plantations 
was  the  result  of  an  economical  use  of  uprooted  trees,  almost  all  the 
l^lantation  bark  being  taken  from  this  source. 

Export  Ti»de — Cinehona  Introdaced  from  Soatli  America. 

The  exports  of  bark  were  8,290^6  pounds  in  1899-1900,  1,579,496 
l>ounds  in  1902-3,  and  494,587  pounds  in  1906-7.  These  went  almost 
exclusively  from  Southern  India  and  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Ex- 
ports fr<Mn  the  Madras,  Presidency  in  1914-15  were  642,987  pounds, 
valaed  at  $16,558,  all  to  the  United  Kingdom.  According  to  sta- 
tistics prepared  in  1908  there  were  said  to  be  in  the  world  then  18 
fuinine  factories — 5  in  France,  3  in  England,  2  in  Germany,  1  in 
lolland,  4  in  America,  2  in  India,  and  1  in  Java.  The  world's  de- 
mands for  bark,  it  is  said,  average  14,000,000  to  18,000,000  pounds. 
Java  planters  produce  about  80  per  cent  of  the  world's  Imrk,  and  the 
modem  trade  centers  mainly  in  Amsterdam. 

Cinchona  plantations  were  started  in  India  in  1662  from  seed  in- 
troduced from  SoiUii  America.  Cinchcma  is  grown  from  seed  or 
propagated  from  cuttings.  When  the  trees  are  15  to  25  years  old 
the  crop  is  harvested,  and  this  may  be  d<Mie  in  several  ways.  The 
trees  may  be  copsed,  in  which  case  fresh  shoots  spring  up  and  are 
allowed  to  grow,  and  these  in  time  are  again  copsed,  and  so  on,  or 
tiae  bark  may  be  shaved  off  the  standing  trees,  as  near  the  cambium 
as  possible  without  injuring  it.  The  bark  quickly  renews  if  this 
work  is  done  carefully.  Finally  the  trees  may  be  cut  down  and  all 
the  bark  stripped  from  them,  the  stumps  unrooted,  and  the  bark 
stripped  from  the  roots.  Plantations  treated  in  this  way  give  the 
largest  yield  of  bark  and  can  be  replanted.  ^  The  bark,  however  ob- 
tained, IS  dried  slowly  in  the  sun,  packed  in  bags,  and  sent  to  the 
factory  or  market. 

SALVAGE  OF  STTHXEN  SHIPS. 

[Coosul  General  Alfred  L.  H.  Gottschalk,  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  BiaxU,  Sept.  li.] 

Interest  has  been  aroused  here  in  technical  circles  by  a  recent  lec- 
ture at  the  Club  de  Engenharia  (Engineers'  Club)  of  Rio  de  Janeiro-, 
by  Dr.  Sylvio  Pellico  Portella,  concerning  his  invention  for  the 
salvage  of  sunken  ships.  It  is  claimed  by  him  that  the  invention  is 
applicable  to  ships  sunk  at  almost  any  depth,  so  long  as  divers  are 
able  to  reach  them,  and  that  it  is  effective  m  putting  a  wreck  afloat, 
no  matter  what  its  position  on  the  sea  floor. 

The  invention  consists  of  a  tender  of  special  model,  which  is 
equipped  with  floats  of  wat(;rproof  material.  These  are  neatly 
folded,  but  later  when  inflated  with  air  they  assume  all  sorts  m 
shajies — parallelopipedons,  spheres,  cylinders,  etc  They  are  car- 
ried down  by  divers  and  attached  to  various  portions  of  the  sunken 
vessel,  both  within  and  without,  still  retaining  their  connection  by 
means  of  liose  with  the  tender  ship.  When  all  are  properly  fastened 
in  place  they  are  inflated  by  air  pressure  from  above,  like  the  tires 
of  an  automobile.  As  they  swell  they  are  ^id  to  gradually  dis- 
place the  water  within  and  about  the  wreck,  and  it  is  said  t&at  by 
their  own  buoyancy  they  float  it  to  the  surface. 

The  claim  is  made  that  the  invention  had  two  trials  in  Paris. 
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FIBST  BBAZILIAN  0D0KT0L06ICAL  CONGRESS. 

[Consul  General  AUrcd  L.  Morean  Gottsclmlk,  Hki  de  .Inncli-o,  Oct.  10.] 

Yesterday  was  held  in  this  city  the  first  meeting  of  the  organizing 
commission  of  the  First  Brazilian  Odontologica)  Congress.  Dele- 
gates from  the  various  dental  schools  of  tlie  country  were  present  m 
considerable  number.  One  of  the  principal  points  which  the  Congress 
la»8  under  consideration  is  a  remodeling  of  the  dental  course  afforded 
to  students  here  and  an  increase  in  the  requirements  for  obtaining  a 
Iio»)se  to  practice.  One  of  tJie  proposed  new  requirements  is  that 
the  student  shall  be  obliged  to  show  a  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage. 

While  it  is  quite  possible  to  study  dentistry  in  Brazil,  and  while 
many  do  so  successfully,  it  is  remarkable  how  many  Brazilian  dentists 
at  present  practicing  in  the  country  have  obtained  their  professional 
education  in  the  Umted  States.  It  seems  quite  evident  that  the  study 
of  the  French  language,  which  is  thoroughly  generalized  through 
Brazil,  has  had  mucli  to  do  with  the  enomious  purcha.ses  of  French 
technical  books,  instruments,  etc.  It  is  certainly  a  favorable  symptom 
to  see  English  obtaining  a  recognition  that  may  tend  to  increase  not 
only  the  prestige  of  the  United  States  as  a  teaching  nation  but  the 
exchange  of  commodities  as  well. 


Market  Desired  for  Concentrated  Lime  Juice. 

The  consul  at  Guadeloupe  has  transmitted  the  name  of  a  manufac- 
turer who  is  in  a  position  to  export  about  1.5  casks  of  concentrated 
lime  juice  (42  gallons  to  the  cask)  and  about  200  quarts  of  distilled 
lime  oil.  The  name  of  the  manufacturer  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  coopera- 
tive offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  80544.  Coirespondence  should  be 
in  French. 

Business  Honses  in  American  Samoa. 

Commercial  Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt  has  forwarded  from  San  IJ'ran- 
cisco  a  list  of  general  stores  in  Pago  Pago,  Leone,  and  Manu'a, 
American  Samoa,  that  was  furnished  him  by  the  governor  of  that 
territory.  This  Ust  may  be  had  by  interested  manufacturers  and 
exporters  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  164. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BITBEATJ  OF  F0BEI6N  AKL  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 
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WOOLEN  GOODS  T£AD£  IN  SIAH. 

fVlco  roDNiil  Cai-I  C.  HauseD,  Kaogkok.] 

Tlie  valiif>  of  the  imports  of  woolen  goods  into  Siani  for  the  five 
fihcul  venrs  ^'n<le(l  March  31,  1916,  were  $183,146  for  1912,  $109,811 
for  1913,  $ir)0,872  for  1914,  $107,274  for  1915,  and  $57,700  for  191C. 
The  principal  supplies  have  liitherto  come  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  German}',  and  thv  heavy  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  these  goods 
for  last  year  may  largely  be  attributed  to  the  cessation  of  the  latter 
country's  trade  with  Sinm,  there  apparently  being  no  similar  goods 
available  from  other  sources  of  supplj'. 

The  woolen  goods  imports  are  nearly  equally  divided  between 
piece  goods  and  all  other  woolen  manufactures,  and  of  the  latter 
blankets  an'd  shawls  form  the  main  volume. 

The  climate  in  Siam  is  tropical  and  the  lowest  temperature,  re- 
corded in  December  or  January  at  Ban^ok,  is  about  52°  F.,  and 
therefore  only  light  woolen  stuff  is  in  demand. 

The  commercial  traveler  should  visit  Siam  not  later  than  May  of 
each  year,  so  that  the  woolen  goods  ordered  may  be  received  in  time 
for  the  cold  season.  A  salesman  from  New  York  who  visited  Bang- 
kok during  last  August  was  told  that  very  substantial  orders  would 
have  been  given  if  he  had  arrived  earlier,  but  as  it  was.  however,  he 
sold  enough  goods  hei-e  to  make  the  visit  satisfactory. 

In  order  to  establish  trade  connections  with  importers  in  Bang- 
kok, a  preliminary  visit  of  a  manufacturer's  agent  is  essential,  as  m 
most  instances  very  little  attention  is  given  to  the  incomplete  samples 
that  may  be  recei\ed. 

The  import  duty  on  all  kinds  of  woolen  goods  is  3  p^v  cent  ad 
valorem. 

lA  list  of  (lealerK  mid  iiuiMrters  of  woolen  k<mx18  in  Siam  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Bureati  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.     Uefer  to  file  No.  81571.] 


GOOD  EOADS  CONGEESS  IN  BBAZIL. 

[Consul  (ieneral  Alfred  L..  Moreau  Gottxcbulk,  Kio  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  10.1 

For  some  days  past  there  has  been  in  session  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  a 
good  roads  congress  that  is  being  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Brazilian  Automobile  Club.  Users  of  automobiles  and  the  auto- 
mobile trade  in  general  are  viewing  with  considerable  satisfactimi 
the  initiation  of  a  movement  of  this  kind  in  Brazil.  There  are  rela- 
tively few  highways  in  this  vast  Republic,  and  until  now  no  attempt 
has  been  made  at  anything  like  a  continuous  sj'stem  of  highways  of 
interstate  character.  {See  "  Automobile  situation  in  Brazil "  in 
CoMMEKCE  Reports  for  Aug.  19,  1916.]  The  result  of  a  condition 
such  as  this  has  naturally  been  that  transportation  throughout  the 
interior  is  exceedingly  costly,  which  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  the 
development  of  the  country  in  a  great  many  ways. 

There  is  an  enormous  amount  of  very  valuable  lumber  in  BrazU 
which  i§  being  relatively  little  exploited  and  in  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  intere&t  foreign  investors,  because  the  trees  are  inac- 
cessible and  the  number  of  profitable  trees  i)er  acre  can  not  be  accu- 
rately gauged — a  condition  which  gO(Kl  highways  through  the 
wooded  legKins  would  obviate.    It  is  furthei-  argued  by  manj'  Bra- 
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zilian  thinkers  that  the  effects  of  the  droughts  which  periodically 
depopulate  certain  tropical  sections  of  northern  lira/.i!  would  he 
mitigated  hy  a  system  of  highways  enabling  tlie  inhabitants  to  move 
freely  l)etween  settlements.  A  movement  that  would  make  general 
the  building  of  roads  would  also,  in  the  opinion  of  many  here,  fur- 
nish remunerative  labor  to  a  great  many  country  people  who  are  at 
present  idle  simply  because  of  their  \solation. 

Xeasnres  to  be  Proposed  to  BraEiUan  Lesislatore. 

The  good  roads  congress  is  proposing  to  petition  the  Brazilian 
Congress  for  the  revival  of  many  old  laws  that  have  become  "  dead 
letters"  and  which  would  help  the  construction  and  upkeep  of  roads. 
It  is  also  going  to  suggest  that  the  labor  of  State  i>risoners,  prop- 
erly remunerated,  l)e  employed  upon  road  making.  A  further  sug- 
gestion is  being  made  to  the  (lovernment  that  all  new  loads  shall 
have  their  borders  planted  with  eucalyptus  or  other  trees  that  can 
be  made  industrially  profitable  and  that  the  planting  and  conserva- 
tion of  these  trees  be  made  the  duty  of  landowners  mIioso  grotmd 
abuts  upon  the  road. 

A  final  suggestion  is  being  made  by  the  congress  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment— and  this  is  particularly  interesting  to  a  student  of  the  gradual 
progress  of  federalization  in  Brazil — tliat  the  Government  bring 
about  a  general  understanding  among  the  States  and  municipalities 
of  Brazil  toward  creating  a  general  system  of  tolls  whose  proceeds 
should  be  applied  to  the  upkeep  of  existing  roads  and  to  the  con- 
struction of  new  ones.  The  task  will  in  a  certain  sense  be  a  difficxdt 
one,  for  although  there  is  plainly  discernible  a  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  States  toward  the  necessity  of  cooperating  more  fully  with 
the  Federal  Government,  still  the  country  is  so  vast  that  there  are 
many  differences  of  custom  and  tradition  in  the  various  regions  that 
will  first  have  to  be  reconciled. 


IMPOBTS  OF  LAHFS  INTO  SIAM. 

[Vlrc  Consul  Cart  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok.] 

Tlie  value  of  the  imports  of  lamps  and  parts  into  Siani  decreased 
from  $131,878  in  the  fiscal  year  1915  to  $81,063  in  lOIC.  This  decrease 
may  be  due  to  the  cessation  of  supplies  from  some  of  the  countries 
at  war,  whose  products  were  not  i-eadily  replaced  by  manufactures 
from  other  countries.  But  owing  to  the  tact  that  lamps  are  not 
manufactured  in  this  country  and  that  electric  lighting  is  still  con- 
fined to  Bangkok,  the  capital  of  the  Kingdom,  it  is  most  likely  that 
the  imports  of  foreign  lamps  will  reach  the  usual,  if  not  greater, 
figures  for  the  current  year. 

Origin  of  Laap  Import — Styles  in  Demand. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  the  United  States 
supplied  $7,633  worth  of  lamps  and  parts  thereof ;  the  United  King- 
dom and  dependencies,  $39,284;  and  Japan,  $32,763. 

For  use  in  the  thousands  of  house  and  cargo  boats  that  ply  on  the 
numerous  rivers  and  waterways  in  this  country  there  is  especially  a 
good  demand  for  lamps  and  lanterns  of  moderate  price,  having  no 
chimney  or  wick,  and  that  are  safe  in  any  position.  Table  and 
hanging  lamps  of  similar  construction  would  also  find  a  ready  market. 
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BSITISH  POST  OFFICES  IN  CHIITA  INCBEASE  BATES. 

[Consul  lion<-rnl  (i<>ai'g<>  B.  Andereon,  Hongkoiig,  BritUh  Chlnn.  Sei*t.  15.] 

The  post-office  department  of  the  colouinl  government  of  Hong- 
kong announces  that  commencing  with  the  first  of  October  foreiffli — 
that  is.  Postal  Union — rates  will  obtain  between  British  post  offices 
in  China  and  the  Tnited  Kingdom  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Exception  is  made  oviding  for  local  rates  of  postage  between  the 
several  British  post  offices  in  China,  and  ))etween  these  post  offices 
and  Hongkong  and  Wei  Hai  Wei.  These  local  rates  are  substan- 
tially the  same  as  American  domestic  rates. 

The  chief  significance  of  the  announcement  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  alternative  of  this  increase  in  rates  was  the  sus{)ension  or  abolisli 
ment  of  all  British  post  offices  in  China,  and  it  therefore  involve.- 
the  entire  policy  of  foreign  postal  agencies  in  China.  The  United 
States  has  never  adopted  the  policy  of  establishing  its  own  post 
offices  in  the  open  ports  of  China  with  the  single  exce])tion  of 
Shanghai,  where  conditions  were  such  and  where  Aiiaerican  interests 
wei-e  such  that  that  course  was  considered  necessary  and  where  the 
iVjnerican  post  office,  operating  on  domestic  rates  with  the  United 
States  and  the  Philippines,  has  become  self-sustaining.  The  estab- 
lishment of  other  offices  would  have  been  practicable  at  times— 
notably  at  Amoy,  whence  most  of  the  Chinese  in  the  Philippines 
come  and  where  a  well-established  postal  business  would  have  re- 
sulted almost  immediately — but  in  other  ports  the  matter  has  received 
scant  consideration.  . 
Change  in  Kates  Will  Help  Chinese  Serriee. 

The  British  postal  agencies  in  China  have  come  to  represent  such 
a  loss  that  the  burden  will  no  longer  be  carried.  Under  the  organi- 
zation of  the  British  postal  system  these  offices  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Hongkong  post  office.  Until  about  four  years  ago  their  opera- 
tion was  actually  under  Hongkong  post-office  accounts  and  all  fosses 
were  made  good  from  the  earnings  of  the  post  office  here.  Since  that 
time  they  have  been  operated  by  the  Hongkong  post  office  but  on 
separate  account,  the  loss  being  met  by  the  British  post  office.  The 
burden  of  these  extra  services  to  the  Hongkong  ^ablishment  at 
times  has  been  very  heavy.  The  service  of  mail  to  Great  Britain  and 
continental  Europe  by  way  of  Siberia  is  maintained  by  the  Hong- 
kong office  at  a  loss  of  about  $35,000  gold  a  year.  The  colony's  shar« 
of  the  mail  subvention  paid  the  P.  &  O.  Steamship  Co.  also  is  a  heavy 
burden.  However,  in  most  years  the  Hongkong  post  office  is  selt- 
sustainiug. 

The  enti-y  of  China  into  the  International  Postal  Union  also  is  a 
notable  factor  in  the  postal  situation  of  the  country  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  much  to  the  interest  of  China  that  all  foreign  postal 
agencies  in  Chinese  ports  be  abolished;  and  with  the  continued  im- 
provement being  made  in  the  Chinese  postal  service  this  is  likely  to 
become  a  live  question  in  the  near  future,  especially  since  it  appears 
that  most  foreign  postal  agencies  are  operated  at  a  loss.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  increase  in  rates  in  the  British  post  offices  brings 
the  charges  there  to  a  level  with  the  charges  of  the  Chinese  post 
office  for  foreign  .service  and  thus  gives  the  Cliinese  post  office*  a 
chance  to  compete  with  the  British  offices  on  equal  terms.     Aside 
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from  the  angle  agency  of  the  United  States  at  Shanghai  it  is  gen- 
erally understood  that  Japan  is  the  only  nation  operating  its  postal 
agencies  in  China  nt  a  profit. 

DISSOLUTION  OF  MAODALENA  BI7EE  TRAFFIC  POOL. 

IVlcc  Coasul  Claude  U.  Guyaut,  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  Oct.  14.] 

The  thi-ee  river-steamboat  companies  operating  out  of  Barranquilla 
on  the  Magdalena  River  formed,  in  August,  1914,  a  pool  for  the 
regulation  of  freight  and  passenger  rates  between  Barranquilla  and 
the  interior.  The  pool  was  under  a  distinct  management,  which 
opei-ated  all  the  I'iver  boats  belonging  to  the  constitutent  companies 
and  divided  the  profits  in  accordance  with  the  pool  shares  held  by 
each  company.  During  the  life  of  this  combinef  freiglit  rates  have 
been  $14  per  ton  from  Barranquilla  to  Bogota  and  $10.50  from 
Bogota  to  Barranquilla,  with  discounts  of  15  to  50  per  cent  on  certain 
articles  (especially  Colombian  products),  and  surcharges  on  certain 
other  articles  such  as  dynamite,  powder,  feathers,  express  packages, 
and  some  bulk  cargo.  Passenger  rates  were  $3G  to  La  Dorado  (the 
end  of  navigation  on  the  lower  Magdalensl)  and  $48.50  to  Bogota. 

A  disagreement  between  the  three  companies  concerning  the  basis 
of  division  of  profits  led  the  two  smaller  companies  to  withdraw 
from  the  arrangement  and  to  form  a  new  combine  between  them- 
selves and  another  small  company  (owning  one  steamer)  to  be  known 
as  the  Alianza  de  Transportes  Fluvinles.  Announcement  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  pool  was  made  on  October  1, 1916.  This  new  oper- 
ating agi-eement  presages  a  rate  war  against  the  largest  company,  the 
(Colombia' Railways  &  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.).  Upon  the  breaking  up 
of  the  old  pool,  freight  and  passenger  rates  were  immediately  cut  in 
half  by  the  allied  companies.  All  freight  discounts  were  abolished; 
but  the  surcharges  were  maintained.  The  outside  company  met  the 
lower  rate  by  announcing  a  similar  cut  on  freight,  but  it  is  maintain- 
ing the  original  passenger  rates.  It  can  do  this  even  against  strong 
competition,  as  its  boats  generally  arc  better  than  those  of  the  allied 
companies. 

The  Colombia  Railways  &  Navigation  Co.  has  28  river  steamers, 
with  a  total  capacity  of  5,739  tons,  and  45  barges  for  towing,  with  a 
capacity  of  2,805  tons.  The  opposition  alliance  has  14  steamers  total- 
ing 3,154  tons  and  38  barges  with  a  capacity  of  1,661  tons. 


TAX  ON  ABVEBTISING  IN  TJKUGUAY. 

[Vlco  Consul  John  C.  Terry,  Montevideo,  Sept.  15.) 

The  Unaguayan  Government  has  passed  a  law  which  places  a  tax 
on  all  classes  of  advertising  posted  in  public  places  in  the  city  of 
Montevideo.  This  applies  to  all  handbills,  theater  programs,  names 
printed  on  awnings  or  windows,  electric  signs,  and  street  car  adver- 
tising.   Matter  sent  through  the  mail  pays  no  tax. 

Several  commercial  organizations  in  Montevideo  have  protested, 

and  it  is  possible  that  the  law  may  be  modified  to  some  extent.    Many 

of  the  business  houses  in  Montevideo  have  curtailed  their  advertising; 

•and  street  car  publicity,  which  was  just  beginning  to  gain  popularity 

here,  has  suffered. 

[A  copy  ot  this  law  printed  in  Spanlsli  may  be  inspected  nt  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign"  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oflices.    Refer  to  nie  No.  S1580.] 
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\         BESiBicnoiris  oh  b&itish  paper  impobts. 

[Conaal  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Oct  12.] 

The  following  are  the  supplementary  regulations  regarding  the 
restriction  of  British  imports  of  paper  issued  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Paper: 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  dedsioii  of  his  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
Imports  of  paper  must  now  be  reduced  by  one-half.  Instead  of  by  one-third  as 
heretofore,  the  licenses  Issued  by  the  commission  for  importations  in  req>ect 
of  the  supply  allowed  for  the  four  months  November,  1916,  to  February,  1017, 
will  be  reduced,  so  that  the  allowance  for  that  period  will  be  one-fourth  less 
than  it  would  have  been  If  the  reduction  had  remained  at  one-third. 

Where  a  sufficient  balance  of  the  supply  for  that  period  remains  to  -be 
licensed,  the  further  reduction  wilt  be  taken  off  that  balance.  Where  there  is 
no  such  balance  or  the  balance  is  less  than  the  required  reduction,  the  licenses 
already  issued  for  that  period  will  be  reduced  by  the  weight  necessary  to  make 
the  requisite  adjustment.  Where  this  Is  not  possible  because  the  license  lias 
been  used,  the  excess  Imported  will  be  debited  against  next  year's  license. 

No  further  reduction  is  at  present  being  made  in  the  weight  of  paper-making 
materials  for  which  licenses  are  being  issued.  Buyers  of  paper  who  are  en- 
titled under  the  regulations  of  tlie  commission  to  supplies  of  British-made  paper 
on  tlie  basis  of  their  1914  purchases  will  still  be  entitled  to  their  two-thirds 
supply  as  heretofore,  but  buyers  who  are  entitled  to  supplies  of  Imported  paper 
will  now  only  be  able  to  have  one-half  of  their  purchases  In  1914,  so  fur  as 
the  period  November,  1916,  to  February,  1917,  is  concerned.  If  they  have 
already  had  more  than  their  proportionate  supply  their  rights  will  be  adjusted 
in  the  same  way  as  licenses  will  be  under  the  preceding  regulation. 

It  Is  hoped  that  makers  of  and  dealers  in  paper  will  not  increase  the  price 
of  paper  here  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  the  supply  of  foreign  itaper. 
Should,  however,  complaint  be  made  and  established  that  prices  liave  been  un- 
reasonably advanced  the  commission  may  at -once  reduce  or  stop  the  supplies 
of  the  offender. 

For  the  puriwses  of  these  regulations  the  word  "paper"  Includes  all  kinds 
of  imper  and  cardboard,  including  strawlward,  i)astel>oard.  and  mill-pulp  board, 
and  manufactures  of  paper  and  cardboard,  such  as  printed  forms,  paper  for 
writing  witli  printed  headings,  calendars,  show  cards,  posters,  labels,  color  and 
lithographic  printing  other  than  in  book  form,  and  catalogues  and  price  lists 
printeti  for  persons  In  the  Unltetl  Kingdom,  and  all  periodical  publications 
excee<liug  16  pages  In  length  importe<l  otherwise  than  in  single  copies  throu^i 
the  post. 

[The  original  regulations  restricting  the  importation  of  paper  into 
Great  Britain  are  contained  in  Foreign  Tariff  Rates,  No.  20,  p.  128.] 


TASHAinAN  FBFIT  ON  THE  LONDON  MABKET. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobai-t,  Sept  28.1 

A  report  on  the  Tasmanian  fruit  exports  to  England  for  the  six 
months  from  January  1  to  June  30,  1916,  has  been  made  by  the 
Agent  General,  Sir  John  McCall.  He  states  that  prices,  on  the  "whole, 
have  been  satisfactory.  The  expenses,  including  the  high  rate  of 
freight,  exceeded  by  about  24  cents  per  case  the  cost  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  excess  was  made  up  of  about  16  cents  in  freight,  5  cents 
insuranot  (including  war  risk),  and  about  4  cents  per  case  extra 
handling.    Regarding  the  fruit  itself  the  Agent  General  states: 

I  rogrol  to  say  that  the  fruit  has  not  been  carried  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
There  were  rotten  apples  In  practically  every  case,  with  the  exception  of  those 
carried  In  the  steamships  Ceramic  and  Borringa.  In  both  of  these  steamers 
the  apples  turned  out  in  good  condition.  It  is  assumed  that  the  faulty  fruit 
may  be  explained- by  the  probability  that  some  of  It  had  to  remain  on  the 
wharves  awaiting  shipment  for  a  longer  time  than  usual.  Whether  this  is 
correct  the  shippers  of  Tasmania  will  know.    The  fact  remains  that  some  of 
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the  fruit,  out  of  the  same  ships  and  out  of  the  same  holds,  was  overripe,  while 
otiier  parts  of  the  cargoes  of  the  same  varieties  were  sound  aud  green. 

The  eicperience  of  growers  must  have  taught  them  that  there  are  special 
brands  of  apples  suited  for  this  market,  and  it  would  be  wise  for  them,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  send  only  those  brands  which  satisfy  the  local  taste  and  obtain 
the  higher  prices.  It  Ls  hoped  that  In  future  planting  orchardlsts  will  keep  on 
the  more  ix>pular  classes  of  apples,  which  are  Cox's  Orange  Pippins,  the  Bibston 
Pi]H>lns,  Adam's  Fearmains,  French  Crabs,  Cleopatras,  Sturmer  Pippins,  and 
.lonathans.  Tlie  lost  uieutloned  comes  late  in  the  season,  with  a  good  color, 
and  Is  readily  salable,  although  early  In  the  season  the  color  Is  not  nearly  so 
g«>od  as  that  of  the  West  Australian  Jonathan. 


TIDE  TABLES  FOB  EASTEBN  NOBTH  AUEBICA. 

Atlantic  coast  tide  tables  for  eastern  North  America  giving  the 
1917  data  have  been  published  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey.  These  are  reprinted  from  the  general  tide  tables,  a 
notice  of  which  was  published  in  C!omherce  Reports  for  October  14, 
1916.  The  annual  inequality  or  variation  in  the  mean  sea  level  is 
included  in  the  predictions  this  year  instead  of  being  given  in  a 
!jeparate  table  as  formerly. 

In  an  introduction  to  the  publication  it  is  explained  that  the  table 
of  predicted  tides  aims  to  give  the  times  and  heights  of  high  and 
low  water  and  not  the  times  of  turning  of  the  current,  or  slack 
water.  For  stations  well  exposed  to  the  ocean  there  is  usually  but 
little  difference  between  the  tune  of  high  or  low  water  and  the  begin- 
ning of  tlie  ebb  or 'flood  current;  hut  for  places  in  narrow  channels, 
landlocked  harbors,  or  on  tidal  rivers,  tlie  time  of  slack  current  may 
differ  by  two  or  tliree  hours  from  the  time  of  high  or  low  water  stand, 
and  local  knowledge  is  required  to  enable  one  to  niake  the  proper  al- 
lowance for  this  delay  in  tlie  condition  of  tidal  currents. 

The  price  of  the  volume  is  10  cents.  A  list  of  agencies  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  is  published  in  the  first  number  for  each  month 
of  the  Notice  to  Mariners,  which  is  issued  weekly  by  the  survey  and 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses.  Charts,  coast  pilots,  and 
tide  tables  are  sold  by  these  agencies,  and  they  have  cnart  cata- 
logues and  Notices  to  Mariners  tor,  free  distribution. 


STATE  OF  BAHIA  WANTS  BICE  FACTOBIES. 

[Consul  Ueneral  Alfred  L.  Morcau  Uottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Oct.  C] 

The  State  Govermnent  of  Bahia  has  offered  10  contos  (approxi- 
mately $2,500  U.  S.  currency)  and  freedom  from  import  duties 
on  material  for  the  space  of  10  years  to  the  first  two  persons  who 
shall  set  up  within  that  State  a  factory  or  factories  for  the  hull- 
ing, policing,  and  otherwise  preparing  for  market  of  the  native 
rioe.  This  liberal  provision  is  embodied  in  law  No.  1178  of  August 
12,  1916,  and  certainly  offers  an  opportunity  to  persons  acquainted 
with  the  rice  business  and  desirous  of  investing  abroad.  Fuller 
details  concerning  the  matter  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  the 
American  consulate  general  in  Rio  de  Jant'  (,  or  by  writing  to  the 
President  of  the  Sociedade  Nacional  da  Agriculture,  Dr.  Miguel 
Calmon  du  Pin  e  Almeida,  at  Rua  Primeiro  de  Margo  15,  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 
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FOREIGN  TfiABE  OPPOBTUJiITI£S. 

Ucsei-r<-<1  ud(li<-ss<-K  may  lip  ol>(«lu«<l  from  the  Bareaa  nnd  ItK  dla<rlct  ofllrrii.  Kcquest 
for  pari)  o|i|iorliinlty  xhoulrt  l»>  on  a  tipparatp  Hh(>ot  And  ittmte  opportanltr  ••■■■ber. 
Tbi>  Barpc-i  do«K  not  furniKh  crpdlt  mtltuK  or  amnimt!  reoTwnsIbllity  bh  to  the  Htandliilc 
of  fureiK"  iDqulrcm:  tbc  usual  precautioos  Kliould  be  taken  lu  all  caves.  Symbols: 
'  Keported  by  American  consular  offlcerx ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attacbAs  and  com- 
merdnl  agonts :  t  l>trect  luqiUrieM  received  by  ibe  Bureau. 


AgrlcultXIral  tractors 22912 

Buyv  PS  and  accessories 829A2 

Books,    health 22902 

Boots  and  shoes 22902-22908 

Canned  goods 22908 

Ditching  machines 22910 

Dry  (foods . 22908 

Farm  implements - - S2909 

FlavorlnK  extracts 22911 

Furniture 22908 

Gut,    tennis 22902 

Hardware 22908 

Heating  systems S290T 

Machinery 23908 


Machinery,  tag 22909 

Machinery,   woodworking 22910 

Motors 22910 

I^cktog-bouse    products 2290S-2290S 

Rice  — 22903-22908 

Sanaaoe  casings 22901 

Sportug  goods „ 22902 

Staples 22909 

Stock  foods  and  remedies 22905 

Stump  pullers 22910 

Surgical  supplies 22904 

Tobacco  pipes 22900 

Veterinary  supplies 22904,22905 


22001.* — An  Import  firm  in  Spiiin  desires  to  secure  the  agency  or  sole  right  of 
sale  in  Spain  for  houseu  dealing  in  sausage  casings.  Gorresiwndence  in 
Bnglisli.    References. 

229Q2.:i: — A  firm  in  India  Immliing  sporting  goods  of  all  Isinds  desires  catalogues 
and  prices  of  bicycles  and  accessories,  boots  and  shoes,  gut  for  tennis 
rackets,  ami  books  on  physical  exercises  and  health  topics. 

22908.$ — A  commission  merchant  in  Porto  Rico  wishes  to  represent  American 
exporters  of  rice  and  packing-house  products. 

22904.* — A  flnii  lu  New  Zealand  dealing  in  chemical  supplies,  etc.,  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  veterinary  surgical  .supplies. 

22905.* — A  newly  organized  business  firm  in  Venezuela  anuotmces  that  it  will 
specialize  in  feeds  and  medicines  for  stock,  veterinary  supplies,  fbrra  Im- 
plements, and  corn  mills.    Correspondence  and  catalogues  In  Spanish. 

22906. — A  man  in  Canada  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  to- 
bacco pipes. 

22907.* — A  construction  firm  in  Italy  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  of  beating 
systems,  especially  those  using  hot  water. 

22908. t — A  firm  in  the  Dominican  Republic  wishes  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  rice,  packing-house  products,  canned  goods,  shoes, 
hardware,  furniture,  machinery,  and  dry  goods.  Correspondence  in  HhigUsii. 
References. 

22909.* — A  firm  lu  the  United  Kingdom  is  In  the  market  for  automatic  tag  ma- 
chinery and  staples  for  affixing  labels  to  wooden  boxes  nnd  also  binding 
papers.  Sample  of  the  staples  may  be  insijected  at  tlie  Bureau  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  81881 ). 

22910.* — ^A  trade-extension  bureau  in  Spain  desires  to  .secure  for  one  of  its  Cor- 
respondents catalogues.  In  Spanish  If  possible,  of  machinery  for  pulling 
up  stumps,  light  motors,  dltch-digsring  machinery,  and  wood-working  ma- 
<^nery.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

22911.* — ^A  firm  In  Central  America  is  interestetl  In  receiving  prices  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  or  San  Francisco  on  flavoring  extracts,  essences,  and  colors  used 
for  soft  drinks  and  ice  cream. 

22912.t — ^A  business  man  In  France  desires  to  represent  an  American  mann- 
factorer  of  agricultural  tractors.    Correspondence  In  English. 
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SHIPMENTS  OF  APPLES  FOB  SCANDINAVIA  AND  BTTSSIA. 

[Consul  General  Bobert  P.  Skinner,  Loudon,  England,  Oct.  10.] 

On  October  18  it  was  stated  that  no  objections  would  be  raised  by 
the  British  authorities  to  the  shipment  of  fresh  apples  to  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark  provided  the  usual  guaranties  were  given 
and  provided  the  total  imports  did  not  exceed  pi-ewar  shipments  for 
the  corresponding  periods.  [See  Commekce  Reports  for  Oct.  20, 
1916.] 

It  has  been  ascertained  also  that  fresh  apples  forwarded  to  Den- 
mark for  reexportation  to  Bussia  will  not  be  charged  against  Danish 
imports  for  home  consumption,  and  the  authorities  have  stated  to 
the  consul  general  that  if  large  shippers  of  apples  in  the  United 
States  desire  to  accumulate  stocks  in  Denmark  for  exclusive  resale 
in  Eussia,  no  objection  will  be  made  and  the  matter  will  not  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  rationing  scheine  for  the  Scandinavian 
countries. 

In  order  to  accumulate  a  stock  for  resale  to  Russia  in  Denmark, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  interested  concerns  submit  their  proposed 
arrangements  to  the  proper  department  in  London  and  agree  that 
under  no  circumstances  shall  such  shipments  be  diverted  from 
Bussia  for  the  domestic  requirements  of  Scandinavian  countries-. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  that  they  indicate  specifically  the  names  of 
their  buyers  in  Russia  when  stocks  are  warehoused  in  Copenhagen, 
but.it  will  be  required  that  the  particular  buyer  be  named  and  the 
usual  guaranties  furnished  when  actual  sales  are  made  from  these 
warehoused  stocks. 

Any  intending  shippers  who  desire  to  take  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity to  caiTv  on  business  in  Bussia  probably  would  do  well  to 
communicate  full  information  respecting  their  claims  to  the  con- 
sulate general  in  London. 


Pacific  coast  tide  tables  for"1917,  covering  western  North  America, 
eastern  Asia,  and  many  island  groups  have  been  reprinted  from  the 
general  tide  tables  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  at  10  cents  each  from  the  agencies  of  the 
.snrvey. 
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CUTLEBY  TRADE  IH  SOUTHEBH  FBAHGE. 

[Vice  Consul  Paul  H.  Cnun,  UaneUle,  Sept  23.] 

The  bulk  of  the  high-grade  cutlery  sold  in  this  district  is  manu- 
factured at  Chattellerault  (Vienne),  Langres  (Haute  Marne),  and 
Paris.  These  centers  of  production  are  apparently  able  to  meet  the 
demands  of  provincial  trade,  which  is  surprisingly  good  in  view  of 
an  average  rise  of  at  least  25  per  cent  in  prices.  A  small  quantity  of 
British  cutlery  is  t^old  in  this  region,  but  the  market  is  Gmited  be- 
cause the  goods  fail  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  French  taste. 
The  blades  are  too  long,  and  a  different  form  of  handle  is  desired. 

At  present  the  Louis  XVI  and  Empire  styles,  with  round  handles, 
are  in  greatest  demand.  Prior  to  the  war  table  knives  with  ebony 
and  horn  handles  were  sold  most  frequently.  Lately,  owing  to  a 
certain  rise  in  the  price  of  horn,  the  differwice  in  price  between 
knives  with  horn  and  those  with  silver-plated  handles  is  somewhat 
smaller  than  usual.  In  consequence  the  public  shows  a  growing 
tendency  to  purchase  the  latter  style,  which,  although  costing  some- 
what more,  is  considered  more  economical.  American  manufacturers 
desiring  to  enter  this  field  should  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  pre- 
vailing tastes. 

Some  Goods  Imported  from  Oreat  Britain. 

French  cutlery,  such  as  scissors,  pocketknives  and  penknives, 
razors,  and  table  knives  of  the  cheaper  grades,  is  supplied  princi- 
pally by  the  factories  of  Thiers  (Puy-de-Dome).  A  certain  quantity 
of  such  goods,  which  are  of  excellent  quality  but  command  a  high 
price,  is  imported  from  Great  Britain. 

If  the  disadvantages  arising  from  a  high  import  tariff  in  France 
can  be  overcome,  American  manufacturers  have  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity. There  exists  an  actual  shortage  of  such  goods,  the  price  of 
which  has  risen  at  least  30  per  cent.  The  French  customs  duties  on 
cutlery  are  as  follows,  per  100  kilos,  or  220  pounds,  net  weight: 


Cutlery. 


tieneral  tariff. 


Minimum  tarlg. 


BMcial  tiriff  to  gat- 
lery  bnpartad  fram 
UottidSiaHs. 


COHMON. 

Taflon' Kissan 

Kitchen  and  butchers'  knives 

Bsion,  common 

Other,  cissp  knives,  and    commoD 
scissors. 

nNE. 

Tible  knives  with  handles  of  irarj  at 

moth«t.oti>etrL 
OUier 


30rnuia(tS.7B) 
VOtttaal    ' 
100tRmc3(l67.(., 
4«)(taii(S(tS6.K) 


900  Irenes  (tl73.n) . 
720  bancs  («138.9I)) . 


Mftancs  (««).. 
tinitanai(ns.U) 
SOOrtanaj 
aOOIranas 


(tlS.»). 
<IS7.90). 


«00  francs  (1118.80). 
480 francs  (I82.M).. 


tm  tranes  (tt54.IO). 
600  francs  (ttlSJB). 


Cutlery  imported  from  the  United  States  is  subject  to  the  general 
tariff  except  in  the  cases  indicated.  Both  Great  Britain  and  Ger- 
many have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  minimum  tariff. 

Terms  Offered  During  Normal  Times. 

In  normal  times  manufacturers  grant  from  2  to  3  per  cent  diacount 
on  ])ayments  within  30  days,  or  90  days  net.  Frequently  a  further 
discount.  \  arying  from  3  to  10  per  cent,  according  to  the  amount  of 
busine.«s.  i.>^  granted  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  total  purchases. 
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Ti-aveling  i*epresentatives,  throngh  whom  purchases  are  made,  visit 
the  local  dealers  several  times  during  the  year.  Kepresentatives  of 
German  firms  usiiaU)'  (juoted  prices  ror  goods  delivered  in  Marseille, 
"with  all  charges  paid  including  customs  duties.  Furthermore,  they 
jEumished  the  local  dealers  with  illustrated  catalogues  with  the  text 
in  French  and  the  prices  quoted  in  francs  lor  delivery  in  any  town  in 
France.    A  catalogue  of  this  description  is  forwarded. 

In  order  to  obtain  sutisfactoi-y  results,  American  manufacturers 
should  establish  general  sales  agencies  and  depots  in  Paris  and  Mar- 
seille. The  Marseille  agent's  territory  should  include  Southern 
France  and  the  French  African  possessions. 

A  French  catalogue  showing  the  types  of  table  knives  most  popu- 
lar in  this  district  (with  prices  on  which  discounts  of  50  per  cent  are 
allowed,  but  on  which  there  has  been  an  increase  of  25  per  cent  since 
the  date  of  publication)  is  forwarded. 

[The  catalogues  nicntlonetl  in  this  i-eport  inuy  t)e  inspected  iit  the  Bureau  ot 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Lists  of  Marseille  deal- 
ers In  cutlery  ma.v  bo  obtalne<l  from  these  offices  or  from  the  cooperative  offices 
of  the  Bitreau.    Kefer  to  file  No.  81275.] 


Purchasing  Agent  for  Spanish  Hides  and  Skins. 

An  exporter  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  oflScer  that 
he  desires  to  act  as  purchasing  agent  for  American  concerns  inter- 
vsted  in  the  purchase  of  Spani.sh  hides  and  skins.  The  addrass  of  the 
applicant  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  reftrring  to  file  No. 
5?0041.    Cori"espondence  may  be  in  English. 


AMEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions '  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert  LTanwt  J , 

Chun,  Harold  D 

Chamberlin,  Qeotgo  B. 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Hanson,  OoorgeC , 

Mofgan,  Henry  B 

Smttta,  Joseph  A 

Snabr,  Herman  h 

wtastow,  Edward  D . . , 

Watsoo,  John  J.  0 

WUtafcib,  Oebbard 

Waddell,  Alexander  W 


Post. 


Hanover,  Oermany... 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 
Georgetown,  Goiana. . 

Port  I/imon,  Costs 
Rica. 

Swatow,  Cbina 

Hamburg,  Qennaoy. . 


Oalcntta.  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
CopenhEfien,  Denmark 


St.  Tierie,Uiquelon. . . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athens,  Gioece..... 


Ex|rira- 
tion  of 
venue. 


Dec.  26 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Dec.  30 
Dec.     I 

Jan.  IS 
Dec  1 
Dec.  n 

Dec.  25 
,..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Address. 


Deportment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 
Saugertlcs,  Ulster  Coiuity,  N.^. 

C/o  E.  L.  Cbamberlin,  Woodstock  Vnl- 

ley.  Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avennc,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty^econd 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  wasbtngton,  D.  v. 

Do. 
C/o  District  OlDcc,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  HI. 
2238  Q  Street.  Wa-shington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  Stato,  Wa'shbigtou,  1>.  C. 
Do. 
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FOSEIGir  TARTTFS. 
AUSnULIJA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.   Eennedr,   Uelboume,   Aog.   25.] 
Zmf  ortance  of  Correct  lUrldaK  of  XersbaadlM. 

Failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Audj-alian  CoBoaerea 
Act,  which  deals  with  trade  descriptions  on  goods,  la&j  lead  to  the 
exclusion  from  that  country  of  improperly  marked  articles.  Cases 
sometimes  arise  where'  firms  which  have  been  engaged  in  commeresi 
fof  years  disregard  the  regulations,  and  it  is  important  thaJt  Anffiri- 
can  exporters  familiarize  themselves  with  these  re<}uiranents.  Even 
where  the  delivery  of  improperly  marked  goods  is  eventually  per- 
mitted, the  goods  ms^  be  held  in  the  customhouse  for  several  weeks. 
In  many  cases  a  fine  is  imposed,  and  in  the  end  the  consignee  is  re- 
quired to  mark  the  goods  in  accordance  with  the  regulation&  Under- 
wear and  garments  of  all  descriptions,  as  well  as  piece  goods  from 
which  clothing  may  be  made,  should  have  a  textile  label  attached, 
indicating  the  component  materials  and  the  country  of  origin.  In 
cases  where  it  is  not  possible  to  mark  the  goods,  full  particulars 
should  be  stamped  on  all  boxes  and  packages.  Where  articles  are 
composed  of  two  or  more  materials,  the  predominktiiig  fiber  or  fabric 
should  be  indicated  first. 

In  addition  to  clothing,  the  following  goods  must  be  marked  in 
all  cases :  Articles  of  food  or  drink^  medicines  and  medicinal  prepara- 
tions, fertilizers,  jewelry,  and  seeds  and  plants.  Other  articles  need 
not  be  marked,  but  if  marked  at  all  must  contain  no  mMeading 
statements. 

[The  Australian  regulations  under  the  Commerce  (Trade  Descrip- 
tions) Act  are  given  in  Tariff  Series  17A  and  17B,  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

SALVASOX. 

I  Vice  Cansul  Lornn  W.  FranlcUa,  San  Salvador,  Sept  &] 
Surtax  «■  Intports. 

According  to  a  decree  dated  July  10,  1916,  the  surtax  of  $0.10  per 
100  kilos  on  ail  articles  imported  into  Salvador  (see  Coiaimnt  Re- 
ports for  August  18,  1^16),  has  been  abolished,  because  of  the  incon- 
venience of  collecting  it,  and  a  surtax  of  1^  per  cent  of  the  import 
duties  (payable  in  United  States  gold)  has  been  .substituted  therefor. 

UXX«H  OF  BOITTK  ATXIGA. 

[ConKul  E.  A.  Wakefleld.  Port  Elizabeth,  Sept.  13.] 

Regalation*  t*r  Exportatloa  of  Wool. 

As  there  seems  to  be  some  apprehension  that  wool  exports  from 
Soutii  Africa  to  America  may  be  restricted  or  jprohibited,  a  brief 
summary  of  the  attitude  of  the  Government  of  the  Union  of  Soutb 
Africa  as  expressed  by  the  Industries  Secti<Hi  of  the  Depaiiment  of 
Mines  may  be  of  interest  to  American  importers  of  wool.  Wool  may 
be  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  (Great  Britain)  without  restric- 
tion, and  to  British  possessions  by  procuring  a  permit  whidi  isobtam- 
able  at  present  without  question.  Permits  are  required  in  the  case  of 
exports  to  America  simply  as  security  against  the  reexportation  of  wool 
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to  enemy  countries,  and  ai-e  granted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs 
to  approved  firms  without  question.  It  is  further  stated  that  so  far 
as  the  Government  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  aware  no  difficul- 
ties have  arisen  in  connection  with  exports  to  America  and  the 
present  position  regarding  such  trade  is  considered  to  be  quite  satis- 
factory. Exports  to  Japan  and  Italy  are  permissible  if  satisfactory 
guarantees  are  given  that  no  part  of  such  wool  or  manufactures 
thereof  will  reach  the  enemy. 

[Board  of  Trade  Jourqal,  Oct.  12.] 
Preparation  of  Invoices. 

The  ad  valorem  duties  levied  on  goods  imported  into  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  are  calculated  on  the  market  price  in  the  country  - 
of  exportation  rather  than  on  the  invoice  value,  according  to  the 
following  provision  contained  in  the  customs  law  of  1914 : 

The  value  for  purposes  of  duty  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  true  current  vuluo 
for  home  coiisuiuptlou  In  the  oj^en  market  of  similar  goods  In  the  principal 
markets  of  the  country  from  which,  aucl  at  the  time  at  which,  the  goods  were 
imported,  including  carriage  to  the  port  of  shipment  and  tlie  cost  of  packing 
and  packages,  but  not  Including  agents'  c<jramission  when  such  commissiou 
does  not  exceed  5  per  cent ;  provided  that  la  no  case  shall  the  value  for  purposes 
of  duty,  as  above  defined,  be  less  than  the  cost  of  the  koo«1s  to  tlio  iiniK>i'l(n'  at 
tlie  port  of  shipment. 

The  South  African  customs  authorities  have  recently  emphasized 
the  necessity  for  clearly  distinguishing  between  the  home  market 
value  of  goods  and  the  export  prices  specified  in  invoices.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  the  practice  of  some  exporters  to  specify  but  one  price 
(i.  e.,  the  f.  o.  b.  or  c.  i.  f.  price  to  the  South  African  importer), 
declaring  this  to  be  the  domestic  market  price,  although  stating  at 
the  foot  of  the  invoice  that  the  amounts  indicated  include  charges 
for  packing,  transportation  to  the  port  of  shipment,  etc. 

It  is  suggested  that  exporters  reserve  a  part  of  the  invoice  form 
for  the  ordinary  commercial  invoice  (naming  the  actual  f.  6.  b.  or 
c  i.  f.  price),  supplementing  this  by  a  statement  that  the  following 
data  are  accurately  given,  in  accordance  with  the  retjuireinents  of  the 
South  African  customs  tariff: 

(1)  Home  market  value 

Lesa  home  trade  discounts 


Net  value — 

Packing 

Rail  charges 

Shipping  charges __ 


Total . 


[For  previous  article  regarding  invoices  for  shipments  to  South  Africa,  soe 
Foreign  Tariff  notes  No.  11,  pp.  146-148.] 

TTNITED  KXROBOK. 
Certifleates  of  Interest. 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  October  5.  191(5.  an- 
nounces that,  beginning  October  1,  1916,  certificates  of  interest  will 
be  required  in  the  case  of  all  articles  imported  into  the  United  King- 
dom, Australia,  Newfoundland,  New  ZSealand,  Union  of  South 
Africa,  British  India,  and  all  protectorates  and  colonies  not  pos- 
sessing responsible  governments  from  most  of  the  neutral  countries 
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of  the  world,  inclaiiuig  all  countries  of  VanHk  *ivd  So^h  Ameriea, 
except  the  United  States,  liiese  certificates  are  to  be  raqsired  in 
connection  with  tiw  enforoenmat  of  the  Tntding  witti  tihe  ESnemy  Ask 
of  1915  and  must  be  certified  by  Britc^  ooasular  officers,  wtio  will 
require  documentary  evidence  tiiat  no  person  or  pers(^  with  wtmin 
trade  is  for  the  time  prohibited  (L  «.,  perscms  named  in  the  Britiah 
"black  list")  have  any  interest  in  the  goods.  Articles  orieinatmg 
in  the  Philippine  Islands  must  be  accompanied  by  such  ociti«Mt«s. 

In  the  case  of  exports  from  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland, 
and  Switzerland  a  certificate  of  origin  and  interest  is  now  required, 
instead  of  the  certificate  of  origin  formerly  necessary,  with  a  riew 
to  excluding  goods  of  enemy  ongin  from  British  markets.  Articles 
exported  from  the  latter  countries  to  Canada  after  October  10,  1916, 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  origin  and  interest. 


TTRTTGUAT  "SORTHEBS  SAHWAT  XECEIFTS. 

{Spedal  Aent  Frederic  II.  Hal8«7.  Hew  T«tk.  Oct  M.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  Uruguay  Northern  Railway,  for  the  year 
^ided  Jime  30, 1916,  has  just  been  pubiii^ied.  Ghross  receipts  £or  ths 
fiscal  year  totaled  $105,437,  as  compared  with  $92,^4  for  1914-15; 
net  receipts  were  $15,957  ($7,027  for  1914-15) ;  other  income  (Gov- 
ernment guarantee)  totaled  $97,218  and  $^1S9  w»s  carried  forward 
from  1914-15,  making  a  final  net  tc^l  of  $155^14.  From  this  sura 
there  was  deducted  $111,341  for  interest,  income  t«x,  discount,  etc., 
leaving  a  surplus  of  $43,973.  Of  this  surplus  $10t,63S  aoemed  to 
holders  of  perp^al-ddi>«itare  stock,  makii^  their  totid  inooms  for 
the  year,  including  3|  per  cent  fixed,  $18.05  per  $487  of  debortun 
stock.  A  dividend  of  2  per  cent  was  also  declared  on  the  prefierred 
stock.  The  capitalization  of  ^is  company  consists  of  £100^)00 
($486,650)  ordinary  shares  with  a  par  value  of  £30  ($97.3S) ;  £2SO,000 
($1,216,625)  7  per  cent  cnnralative  preferred  Stock  on  whidi  appron- 
mately  £380,000  ($1,849,270)  bade  dividends  remain  due;  £149,400 
($2,187,005)  peiT)etual-debenture  stock  and  £49,008  ($2S8,4«8)  S 
per  cent  prior-lien  debenture  stock. 

The  railway  extends  from  Isla  de  Cabellos,  when  juBction  is  nnde 
with  the  Nor<hwes*em  Railway  of  Uruguay,  to  Aitigas  on  the 
Brazilian  frontier  (71  miles).  Cattle  and  meat  products  con^itute 
most  of  the  traffic  handled. 


EDIBLE  BEABS  IN  ITOSTH  lUBtlBirSIA. 

[Coiwul  C  K.  IfaMSr,  BuUn,  CUaa,  Oct.  2.1 

No  white  beans,  or  beans  of  commerce,  are  grown  in  North  Man- 
churia. Soya  beans  for  oil  are  almost  the  exdusive  bean  crop. 
One  variety  of  edible  bean,  however,  is  grown  for  local  consumption. 
This  is  the  macaroni  bean,  called  the  "  little  bean  "  bj  the  f3»ii»— ■» 
It  is  of  a  red-and-yellow  color  and  is  consumed  solely  by  the  Chineoe. 
It  has  never  been  exported.  It  is  thought  that  from  75,000  to  lOO^pOO 
poods  (1  pood=36  pounds)  might  be  obtained  in  the  mariret.  The 
present  price  is  90  kopecks  (or  aoout  30  coits  gold)  per  pood.  These 
beans  are  cleaned  by  hand  and  shipped  in  gunny  bags  biding  18t 
pounds,  or  5  poods,  eadi.  The  frei^t  from  Harbin  to  Vladivostok 
IS  19  kopecks,  or  about  6  cents  gold,  per  pood. 
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AliEBICAN  FASTUBE  SEEDS  IN  BRAZIL.  f 

[Couiiul  Uenwral  Alfred  L.  M.  Uottschulk.  Rio  d<>  Jiiuclro,  Si-ix.  HO.] 

Several  reports  have  been  made  iii>on  the  strong  iiiovcnient,  daily 
gaining  strength  in  Brazil,  toward  the  development  of  the  cuttle  in- 
dustry on  a  largo  scale,  with  a  view  to  bringing  about  steady  and 
regular  exports  of  large  quantities  of  native  animals. 

The  cattle  are  of  Portuguese  origin,  Jind  tliey  liave  found  vast 
stretches  of  territory  to  wander  on.  The  stock  is  considered  by  sev- 
eral American  experts  to  be  superior  to  the  stock  that  was  to  be 
found  in  Argentina  before  the  prociesses  of  selection  and  ci'oss-breed- 
ing  were  begun  there. 
Varying  Qnallties  of  Pastures  to  be  Discussed. 

In  the  cattle  congress  to  be  held  on  May  13,  1017,  in  this  (uty, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture  of  Brazil, 
many  cattle-raising  questions  are  to  be  taken  up.  One  of  these  is 
the  relative  value  of  pastures  in  various  parts  of  Brazil.  The  coun- 
try  has  very  large  tracts  which  furnish  range  to-day,  and  which 
could  probably  support  100  head  of  cattle  where  they  now  support 
one.  The  territory  of  this  Republic  is  approximately  as  large  as 
that  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  Alaska.  The  climate,  soil, 
and  quality  of  the  pasture  land  in  various  pacts  of  Brazil  will  be 
important  in  the  future  development  of  the  cattle  industry.  The 
ooimtry  stretches  from  equatorial  tropics  to  the  cool  climate  in  the 
.souUi.  East  and  west  it  ascends  by  terraces  to  a  highland  which 
gradually  slopes  upw^ard  to  the  Amazon  basin.  Practically  all 
kinds  of  soils  ai:e  to  be  found. 
Shonld  Interest  Brazilian  Cattle  Breeders. 

American  firms  dealing  in  grass  seeds  and  pasture  crops  sliould 
lie  interested  in  this  cattle  congress  at  Eio  de  Janeiro.  Presumably 
an  excellent  opportunity  wiU  be  offered  in  the  handsome  building 
devoted  to  the  congress,  for  an  exposition  in  glass  cases  of  foreign 
pasture-seeds,  vrith  their  price  liste,  etc.  But  this  is  not  the  oiuy 
.sort  of  appeal  that  should  be  made  to  the  Brazilian  cattle  breeders. 
Already  one  or  two  American  concerns  have  offered  silver  cups  to 
be  ^ven  in  the  firms'  names  as  prizes  for  achievements  in  cattle 
raismg,  at  the  option  of  the  Sociedade  Nacional  da  Agricultura.  A' 
few  .£cQerican  companies  have  promised  that  they  would  prepai-e 
papers  expressing  their  views,  although  it  is  not  known  at  present 
what  aiTangements  can  be  made  to  have  these  translated  into  Por- 
tuguese and  read.  Perhaps  something  may  be  done  in  this  line,  and. 
if  so,  every  assistance  will  be  rendered  here. 

The  attention  of  seedsmen  in  the  United  States — pai-ticularly  those 
who  have  had  experience  with  grass  seeds,  nonirrigated  seeds,  and 
pasture-crop)  seeds  generally — is  invited  to  the  advantages  of  theii* 
communicating  with  this  office  or  of  their  writing  directly  to  Dr. 
Miguel  Calmon  du  Pin  e  Almeida  (former  Minister  of  Public  Works) , 
who  is  president  of  the  Sociedade  Nacional  da  Agricultura.  His 
address  is  Eua  Primeiro  de  Marco  15  sobrado,  Kio  de  Janeiro. 

[Artldes  on  the  Brazilian  cnttle  inOiiRtry  wm-c  published  in  Commkhck 
Kefokts  for  July  10  nnd  Oct.  18.  im«.] 
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ORIEITEAL  PBODUCnON  OF  BEAHS> 

[Coosal  C.  B.  Ganss,  Tientsin,  China,  Sept.  IS.] 

It  is  impossible  to  give  statistics  covering  the  annual  crop  of  white 
beans  in  the  Tientsin  consular  district,  but  one  local  export  house 
places  it  nominally  at  600  tons  for  export)  and  states  that  no  doubt 
with  a  good  demand  this  quantity  would  be  materially  increased. 

Very  few  Chinese  plant  these  beans  as  a  regular  cro^  in  any  am- 
siderable  acreage,  but  in  spots  where  it  would  be  difficult  to  pi^Qt 
other  crops,  such  as  along  fences,  the  beans  ave  often  found.  They 
are  usually  hand  picked  and  cleaned,  and  are  packed  and  shipped  in 
bags  of  100  or  160  pounds. 

Tlie  exports  of  wliite  beans  from  all  China  to  foreign  countries  in 
1915  amounted  to  about  3,565  long  tons.  The  Japanese,  according  to 
estimates,  take  about  70  per  cent  of  the  output.  It  is  said  tliat  toa- 
siderable  Quantities  of  white  beans  go  from  Japan  to  the  United 
States.    Some  of  these  may  have  come  originally  from  China. 

The  original  points  of  export  in  China  are  Tientsin,  Hankow, 
Chinkiang,  Nanking,  Shanghai,  and  Newchwang,  with  ranall  sup- 
plies from  a  number  of  other  points.  Beans,  including  white  beans, 
to  the  amount  of  192  long  tons,  valued  :  t  $16,800,  went  from  Tient^ 
to  the  United  States  in  1916.  In  1914  there  were  no  bean  shipments 
to  the  United  States  from  this  port 
Bates  of  Traasportatioa  to  Valted  States. 

The  freight  rate  from  Tientsin  to  Shanghai  is  4  taels  per  ton 
(about  $3.05  United  States  currency),  and  is  higher  by  1  tael  than 
before  the  war.  The  ocean  freight  from  Shanghai  to  New  York  via 
Panama,  Suez,  or  the  Cape,  is  quoted  by  Messrs.  William  Forbes  4 
Co.  in  their  statement  to  the  American  consulate  as  162  shillings 
(about  $39.41  United  States  currency) ;  before  the  war  the  frei^t 
was  45  shillings  ($11.95)  per  ton. 

Only  two  firms  have  expressed  any  interest  in  possible  inquiry  from 
American  purcliasers  of  beans.  An  American  firm  hero  which  has 
been  engaged  in  the  exportation  of  white  beans  states  that  it  is 
already  well  connected  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  can  not  oi>tain  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  meet  the  demand.  It  is  not  therefore  interested  in 
the  prospect  of  further  business. 

With  the  fluctuations  in  exchange,  and  in  the  value'of  silver,  prices 
are  likely  to  show  frequent  and  sharp  changes.  The  preamt  high 
price  of  silver  is  not  favorable  to  the  export  trade  of  Chma. 

(Two  samples  of  white  beans,  and  one  each  of  red  beans  and  yellow  beans, 
accompanied  by  tlio  prices  nnd  the  names  of  the  firms  soppljlng  them,  may  be 
Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ooouuerce  or  Its  district 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  813&4.  Aa  article  on  the  production  of  edible  beans  io 
Mancharla  was  published  in  OoifUEitcK  Rkpobts  for  Oct.  7,  1910.] 

[Vice  Consul  P.  n.  Josselyn,  Canton,  China,  Sept  IB.! 

Varieties  Orovn  ia  Cantoa  Coasnlar  Sistriot. 

Four  varieties  of  beans  are  grown  in  the  Canton  consular  dis- 
trict— the  black,  the  red.  the  yellow,  and  the  so-called  white.  The 
white  bean  is  called  by  tne  Chinese  chu-tou,  or  pearl -^aped  bean. 

The  pearl-shaped  IJean  is  grown  principally  in  the  Province  of 
Kwangsi,  although  certain  quantities  are  produced  in  Kwangtung, 
Yunnan,  and  Kweichow  Provinces,  which  are  within  this  consular 
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jurisdiction.  These  beans  are  cultivated  along  the  banks  of  the  Tso- 
chiang  and  the  Yu-chiang,  in  Kwangsi.  The  best  varieties  are  said 
to  come  from  near  Siang-shui  and  Lungchow,  in  the  southwestern 

Eart  of  the  Province.  The  actual  acreage  under  cultivation  can  not 
e  estimated,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  beans  are  not  cultivated 
in  any  one  district  but  in  many  places,  and  in  small  patches  of  from 
1  to  3  mou.  (The  mou  varies  in  different  parts  of  China ;  in  Canton 
4.847  mou  equal  1  acre.) 

Nanning,  the  capital  of  Kwangsi,  is  the  principal  port  from  which 
beans  are  shipped.  It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  substan- 
tially all  of  these  shipments  are  to  other  ports  in  China,  as  practi- 
cally none  of  the  beans  grown  in  southern  China  are  exported.  In 
fact,  it  is  stated  by  Canton  dealers  that  the  production  of  beans  in 
th^  Provinces  of  Kwangtung  and  Kwangsi  is  barely  sufficient  for 
those  Provinces  for  a  period  of  two  months.  Large  amounts  are 
imported  into  Canton  from  Dalny,  Newchwang,  Hankow,  Shanghai, 
and  other  northern  ports. 
Shipments  Seceived  from  HoTtheni  Portt. 

The  shipments  of  beans  into  the  Canton  district  for  1914  amoimted 
to  195,500,000  pounds,  at  a  customs  valuation  of  $2,500,000,  United 
States  currency.    These  were  sent  chiefly  from  northern  ports. 

As  soon  as  the  beans  are  reaped  they  are  conveyed  by  junks  to 
Nanning  for  sale.  Hiey  come  m  lots  of  from  10  to  150  and  more 
piculs  (picul  =  133J  pounds).  They  are  shipped  just  as  they  are 
picked,  without  being  cleaned  in  any  way.  As  a  result  they  are 
mixed  with  dirt,  sand,  etc.  It  is  stated  that  they  are  inferior  to  the 
beans  produced  at  Newchwang,  in  Manchuria,  or  along  the  Yangtse 
Valley.  The  sizes,  too,  are  very  irregular.  I  am  informed  that  the 
sellers  agree  to  pack  tiie  beans  at  50  cents  per  sack,  canvas.  The 
beans  offered  on  the  Canton  market  are  fairly  clean,  and  packed  in 
sacks  of  110  to  120  catti^  (catty  =  li  pounds). 

The  picul  is  the  unit  of  weight,  and  Deans,  as  well  as  most  other 
articles  in  China,  are  sdld  on  that  basis.  The  present  prices  in 
Canton  for  the  four  varieties  of  beans  per  picul  are:  Yellow,  {^.42; 
white,  ^.51;  red,  $2.20;  bbdk,  $2.41.  The  price  at  Nanning  is  10 
to  SO  per  cent  below  that  ruling  at  Canton. 
Increased  Aatet  for  Trans-Faciflc  Shipments. 

The  latest  trans-Pacific  freight  tariff  on  beans  in  bags  from  Hong- 
koi^  to  San  Francisco  is  $18  per  2,000  pounds,  and  from  Hongkong 
to  Seattle,  $15  per  2,000  poands.  The  rate  luis  risen  considerably 
during  the  past  year  in  conformity  with  the  rise  in  the  freight  rates 
of  most  other  articles  of  export.  The  trans-Pacific  rate  on  beans 
in  February,  1915,  was  $6.50  per  2,000  pounds.  The  export  duty, 
which  amounts  to  G  candareens,  equal  to  ii  cents  gold,  per  picul, 
must  be  added,  besides  the  river  freight  and  transshipment  charges 
from  Canton  to  Hongkong. 

In  view  of  the  fact  tliat  exports  of  bean.s  have  not  lieretofoi-e 
been  taken  up  by  export  commission  houses  in  Canton,  it  will  be 
.somewhat  difficult  to  inaugurate  this  l)nsincsi5.  If  the  bean  dealers 
in  America  desire  to  import  from  this  consular  di.strict,  it  will  Ik; 
necesisary  for  them  to  work  through  these  firms  or  through  firms 
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located  in  Hongkong.    The  only  alternative  would  be  to  send  a  man 
out  here  to  buy  direct  from  the  Chinese  dealers. 

[A  list  of  the  export  coromtsslon  houses  in  Canton  luay  be  obtained  frou> 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooi)erat!ve 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81397.] 

[Consul  Oeneral  George  H.  Scidmorr,  Yokobaua,  .(npau.  Sept.  25.] 
Japanese  Prodnetion  of  Beans. 

In  1914,  464,889  cho  (1438,978  acres)  wei-e  devoted  to  the  culti- 
vation of  soy  beans  in  Japan,  and  180,003  cho  (318,507  acres)  to 
the  cultivation  of  red  beans.  No  later  figures  of  the  extent  of  the 
acreage  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  beans  are  available. 

Dairen,  Manchuria,  is  the  principal  port  of  shipment  of  beans 
in  the  Orient. 

NEW  EEGULATIONS  FOR  DISINFECTmG  IMPORTED  HIDES. 

New  and  simplified  regulations  governing  the  disinfection  and 
importation  of  hides,  based  on  investigations  in  recent  years,  have 
been  promulgated  by  joint  action  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  to  become  effective 
January  1, 1917.  Under  these  regulations  the  most  stringent  require- 
ments are  those  for  the  exclusion  of  anthrax.  The  other  diseases 
against  which  safeguards  are  establishe<l  are  foot-and-mouth  disease 
and  rinderpest. 

Regulations  are  printed  for  the  first  time  governing  disinfection 
and  admission  of  hair,  wool,  bones,  horns,  and  hoofs.  Hides  from 
countries  not  shown  by  United  States  consular  agents  or  official 
veterinary  or  sanitary  inspectors  of  the  countries  to  be  free  from 
anthrax,  if  .such  hides  are  to  be  admitted  on  certificate,  must  be 
certified  to  have  been  immersed  in  a  l-to-1,000  solution  of  bichlorid 
of  mercury  for  24  hours  instead  of  30  minutes,  as  under  present  regu- 
lations. Hides  in  bales  unaccompanied  by  certificate  of  freedom 
from  anthrax,  rinderpest,  or  foot-and-mouth-  disease,  or  by  certificate 
of  disinfection,  will  be  admitted  if  such  bales  have  been  whitewashed 
under  United  States  consular  supervision,  and  the  importer  agrees 
to  ship  them  in  customs-sealed  cars  to  a  tannery  provided  with 
adequate  facilities  for  disinfection,  and  to  disinfect  them  in  accord- 
ance with  requirements  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  under  supervision  of  an 
agent  of  that  bureau.  Sun-dried  hides  from  countries  certified  to  be 
free  from  anthrax  will  be  admitted  without  disinfection. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATT  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 
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nOHTIHO  HOOEWOSX  IN  GUATEUAIA. 

[Consul  Snmnel  C.  Beat,  Quatemala  City,  Oct  19.] 

The  Division  for  Guatemala  of  the  International  Health  Board  of 
the  Rockefeller  Foundation  is  waging  a  successful  fight  for  the 
eradication  of  the  hookworm  disease.    This  is  apparent  from  the 

auarterly  report,  issued  under  date  of  October  2,  1916,  which  shows 
lie  results  accomplished  during  the  period  from  July  1  to  October  1, 
1916.  The  work  is  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  Alvin  M.  Struse,  medical 
director  for  the  Foundation,  assisted  by  Dr.  Ramon  Tejida  Aguirre. 
Following  a  preliminary  survey  of  heafth  conditions  m  Guatemala 
in  January,  1915,  systematic  work  for  the  eradication  of  the  hook- 
worm and  other  parasitical  diseases  was  begun  in  February,  1915. 
During  the  period  from  February  1,  1916,  to  October  1,  1916,  they 
enrolled  62,251  persons.  Of  this  number,  39,561  were  found  to  be 
infected,  and  treatment  was  administered^to  33,557  persons. 

For  the  period  from  July  1  to  October  1,  1916,  a  census  survey 
showing  12,066  persons  was  taken.  Of  this  number,  11,981  were  ex- 
amined microscopically  and  8,190  were  found  to  be  positively  infected 
with  the  hookworm  disease — a  percentage  of  68.3  per  cent.  The 
number  of  persons  cured  was  5,511,  a  percentage  of  67.2. 

Work  Systematized  for  Examination  and  Treatment. 

The  work  of  the  director  and  his  assistants  has  been  localized  as 
much  as  possible,  and  has  been  almost  entirely  limited  to  the 
"fincas,"  or  the  large  plantations  of  the  Republic.  On  a  finca  the 
medical  assistants  arrange  for  a  concentration  of  individuals.  The 
work  is  highly  systematized  both  for  examination  and  treatment, 
and  the  percentage  of  infection  is  usually  heavy,  especially  in  the 
lowlands  of  the  Gulf  and  the  Pacific  coasts. 

The  vermifuge  used  in  the  treatment  is  oil  of  chenopodium  and 
the  purgative  sodium  sulphate.  The  oil  of  chenopodium  is  admin- 
istered, according  to  age,  m  divided  dosage,  followed  two  hours  after 
the  last  dose  by  sodium  sulphate.  The  average  number  of  treatments 
given  is  two,  although  the  doctors  try  to  administer  three  treatments 
and  sometimes  four.  The  medical  staff  speak  very  highly  of  oil  of 
chenopodium,  stating  that  by  its  use  an  average  of  60  per  cent  of 
cures  IS  effected.  It  is  also  apparently  a  specific  for  the  anlq^lostoma 
and  for  the  ascaris  infe.stations,  wliich  are  declared  to  be  very  preva- 
leat  in  Guatemala. 
Had'  ConditioBt  TrodnoinK  Soil  PolUtlon. 

The  preliminary  survey  made  by  the  medical  staff  showed  that  on 
a  total  of  50  fincas  inspected  only  85  toilets  were  found,  and  these 
were  in  very  poor  sanitary  condition,  leading  inevitably  to  soil  pol- 
lution and  contributing  to  the  dissemination  not  only  of  the  hook- 
worm and  other  parasites  but  to  the  spread  of  typhoid  and  dysentery. 
Efforts  were  made  to  improve  conditions  in  this  respect,  and  on  the 
50  fincas  454  sanitary  toilets,  or  "  excusados,"  have  been  constructed. 
The  doctors,  however,  were  not  satisfied  with  their  work  in  prophy- 
laxis, and  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  President  of  the  Re- 
pnblic  in  a  conference.  He  readily  consented  to  make  the  establish- 
ment of  the  "  excusados  "  obligatory,  and  by  so  doing  contributed  a 
needed  influence  to  the  prophylactic  feature  of  the  work. 
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'riie  conunission  in  charge  of  the  work  reports  that  the  Pendent 
of  Guatemala  has  exhibited  keen  interest  in  the  work  and  is  lending 
it  potent  cooperation.  This  is  shown  by  the  following  privileges 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission : 

Oovernment  Assistance  in  Carrylncr  on  Work. 

1.  The  free  use  of  the  telegraph  and  the  postal  systeiu. 

2.  Entrance  of  all  drugs  and  scientific  apparatus  free  of  duty. 

3.  The  obligatory  construction  of  "  excusados "  when  ordered  by  the  com- 
mUslon. 

4.  Police  and  army  protection  to  tlie  work;  orders  to  tlie  alcaldes  and  jefes 
po)itico.<<  to  assist  in  any  reasonable  manner  demanded. 

5.  Oflicial  order  to  examine  the  army,  and  the  public-school  children  of 
tiuutemala  and  to  Introduce  the  teaching  of  the  elements  of  hygiene  in  the 
public  schools. 

The  commission  reports  that  its  edticational  work  is  to  a  large 
extent  retarded  by  the  illiteracy  of  the  Indians.  They  are  reached, 
however,  in  many  instances,  by  the  exhibitions  of  pictures  and 
stereopticon  views.  The  commission  also  conducts  public  lectures  on 
hygiene  and  methods  of  transmission  of  disease.  Work  along  these 
lines  for  the  period  from  July  1  to  October  1, 1916,  is  summed  up  as 
follows:  Public  lectures,  126;  estimated  attendanccj  6,999;  house-to- 
house  lectures,  1,519:  estimated  attendance,  7,281 ;  pieces  of  literature 
distributed,  1.058. 

TBAOE  BANE  FOB  THE  BBITISH  EHPIBE. 

tWwkly  BullrtiD,  CanntUau  Departmrnt  ot  Traile  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Oct.  30.) 

Important  recommendations  for  the  furtherance  of  British  trade 
and  the  financial  assistance  of  British  manufacturers  have  been  made 
in  a  recent  report  to  the  British  Board  of  Trade  by  the  committee 
on  financial  facilities  for  trade.  It  is  urged  that  a  trade  bank  be 
establi.-shcd  under  royal  charter  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  home 
banks  and  the  colonial  and  Britisli  foreign  banks  and  to  develop 
fa<ilitics  not  provided  by  the  present  banking  system. 

Important  Features  of  Proposed  Bank. 

The  report  recommends  that  the  main  features  of  the  trade  bank 
should  be  as  follows: 

(1)  It  should  have  a  capital  of  £10,000,000  ($48,665,000  at  the 
normal  rate  of  exchange).  The  first  issue  should  be  £2,500.000  to 
£5,000,000  ($9,028,200  to  $18,056,400),  upon  which  in  the  first  in- 
stance only  a  small  amount  should  be  paid  up  but  which  should  all 
be  called  up  within  a  reasonable  time.  A  further  issue  should  be 
made  afterwards,  if  possible,  at  a  premium. 

(2)  It  should  not  accept  deposite  at  call  or  short  notice. 

(3)  It  should  open  current  accounts  only  for  those  who  are  pro- 
po^^ing  to  make  use  of  the  over-seas  facilities  that  it  could  afford. 

(4)  It  should  have  a  foreign-exchange  department  where  special 
facilities  might  be  afforded  for  dealing  with  bills  in  foreign  currency. 

(5)  It  shoidd  open  a  credit  department  for  the  issue  of  credit  to 
pei-sons  at  home  and  abroad. 

(6)  It  should  enter  into  banking-agency  an-angements  with  exist- 
ing colonial  or  British  foreign  banks,  and  where  such  arrangements 
were  niiide  it  should  undertake  not  to  set  up  for  a  specified  period  its 
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own  iMwiches  or  agencies.    It  dionld  hare  power  to  set  up  branches 
or  agencies  where  no  British  foreign  bank  of  importance  exists. 

if)  It  should  inaugurate  an  information  bureau. 
8)  It  should  endeavor  not  to  interfere  in  any  business  for  which 
existing  banks  now  provide  facilities,  and  it  should  try  to  promote 
working  transactions  on  joint  account  with  other  banks,  and  should 
invite  other  banks  to  submit  to  it  new  transactions  which,  owing  to 
length  of  time,  magnitude,  or  other  reasons,  they  are  not  prepared  to 
oncbrtake  alone. 

(9)  Where  desirable,  it  should  cooperate  with  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  and  possibly  accept  risks  up<»i  joint  account 

(10)  It  should  become  a  center  for  syndicate  operations,  availing 
itself  of  the  special  knowledge  that  it  will  possess  through  its  infor- 
mation bureau. 

(11)  It  should  receive  Government  assistance. 

Present  Bankintr  Facilities  and  Function  of  Hew  Bank. 

After  expressing  the  view  of  the  committee  that  there  exists  to  a 
coDsidorable  extent  at  the  present  time  in  this  country  the  machinery 
and  facilities  for  the  finance  of  home  trade  and  large  over-seas  con- 
tracts, and  for  carrying  through  much  of  the  business  which  has  be^n 
d<Hie  by  fcureign  banks,  the  report  states  that  present  arrangem^its 
are  faulty  in  not  coordinating  many  of  the  facilities  mentioned.  It 
says: 

We  reeogoiae  also  that  tbe  Britisb  BianHfactarer  loay  be  frequently  Id  want 
of  flaance  of  a  kind  wfalch  a  British  Joint-stodc  bank  with  liabilities  coxild  uot 
IBMidently  provide,  whereas  the  Cierman  banks  In  particular  seem  to  have  been 
able  to  afford  special  assistance  at  the  inception  of  undertakings  of  the  most 
varied  description,  and  to  liave  laid  themselves  out  for  stimulating  their  promo- 
tion end  tor  carrying  tbem  tltron^  to  a  successful  completioc  We  condndo, 
tborefore,  Utat  there  is  ample  room  for  an  tnstitutioD  which,  while  not  inter- 
ferins  unduly  with  the  ordinary  business  done  by  the  Britlstk  Joint-stock  banks, 
by  colonial  banks,  and  by  British  foreign  bnnivs  and  banking  houses,  would  be 
able  to  assist  British  interests  in  a  manner  that  is  not  pos^hle  tinder  erlstlnK 
coadttlons. 

0«Bun»tial-Iaf»rmatlon  Baieaa. 

Such  an  institution  conld  also  take  a  leading  part  iu  the  inceptioh  of  trans- 
actions and  assist  in  connectloD  with  the  machinery  of  over-seas  business. 

The  institution  must  be  eqoipited  witit  an  up-to-date  Infonnatioa  department, 
and  this  will  of  necessity  play  a  Urge  part  in  its  usefulness  and  financial  suc- 
cess. This  might  pr(^>erly  be  called  a  bureau  d'etudes.  Independent  of  the  Com- 
mercial Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  in  close  touch  therewltli 
and  onder  agreement  entitled  to  all  possible  facilities.  It  wt>ttld  not  Deccssitrlly 
deal  oo^  with  seitentes  in  which  the  iDstttution  proposed  to  take  finnnclal  inter- 
ests but  might  be  made  a  center  for  investigation  of  projects  on  behalf  of  others, 
and  a  considerable  revenue  mlglit  be  obtained  tliorel)y. 

Training  the  Bank's  Staff. 

Nearly  as  Important  as  the  board  would  be  the  general  staff.  It  is  fair  to 
assume  that  women  will  in  the  future  take  a  considerable  slinre  In  pnrely 
duical  work,  and  this  fact  will  enaMe  the  institution  to  take  fuller  advantage 
of  the  qualifications  of  Its  male  staff  to  push  its  affnli-s  la  every  quarter  of  the 
glebe.  Yonths  should  not  be  engaged  without  a  langimge  quallflcatlon,  and 
after  a  ftow  years'  trjiining  they  should  be  sent  abroad.  Xt  could  probably  be 
arranged  that  associated  banks  abroad  would  agree  to  employ  at  each  of  their 
princlpl  branches  one  of  the  Institution's  clerks,  not  necessarily  to  remain  there 
for  an  ind^&nite  period,  but  to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  trade  and  charncterlstios 
of  the  country.  Such  clerks  might  in  many  cases  sever  their  connection  with 
tke  banks  to  which  they  were  appointed  and  start  in  business  on  their  own 
account.    They  would,  however,  probably   look  upon  the  lastltntion  as  their 
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"  alma  mater.''  Every  eadeavor  shonid  be  made  to  promote  esprit  de  corps, 
and  wliere  exceptioutil  ublUty  in  developed  it  shonid  be  nognidglugly  rewarded. 
If  industry  is  to  he  extende<t,  it  is  essential  that  British  products  should  be 
pushed,  and  manufnclnrers,  merchants,  and  bankers  must  combine  to  push 
them.  It  Is  believed  that  this  pushing  could  be  iissistetl  by  the  creation  of  a 
body  of  business  young  men  in  the  way  above  described. 

If  financial  assistance  is  given  by  the  Government  to  undertakings  in  con- 
nection with  what  are  known  as  "  key "  industries,  the  business  should,  if 
possible,  be  done  through  the  medium  of  the  institution. 

In  the  flnaucial  oi>eratloDS  of  tlie  institution  the  desirability  of  assisting 
British  trade  and  of  placing  with  British  mannfacturiM-s  orders  In  connection 
wltli  new  undertakings  should  always  be  borne  in  mind. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  strong  reasons  why  the  bank  should  be 
formed  without  delay,  so  that  preliminaries  may  be  complete<l  before  the  war 
is  over.  We  believe  that  a  bank  constituted  upon  the  alwve  ba.sis,  with  efficient 
management,  shoidd  not  only  be  a  great  boon  to  British  trade  but  should  prove 
a  commercial  success. 


COTTON  CUITTJEE  DJ  BAHIA. 

[Consul  licucral  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottscbolk,  Bio  dc  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Oct.  •'>.] 

The  Brazilinn  Serviyio  do  Algodao  (Cotton  Service),  which  [as 
noted  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  7,  1913,  and  July  10,  1915]  is 
at  present  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Green,  an  agricultural 
explorer  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  who  has 
i)een  "  loaned  "  to  the  Brazilian  Government,  has  been  steadily  oc- 
cupied in  increasing  acreages,  chiefly  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
country,  and  has  enlisted  the  interest  of  the  local  (State)  govern- 
ments in  many  places  in  Brazil  in  its  general  purpose  of  .spreading 
the  culture  of  the  cotton  plant  and  obtaining  the  best  types  by 
selection. 

By  a  decree  dated  August  8,  1916  (law  No.  1161,  State  of  Bahia), 
the  local  government  of  the  State  of  Bahia  offers  the  gratuitous  use 
for  the  space  of  five  years  of  certain  State  lands  to  individual  cotton 
growers,  cither  native  or  foreign,  or  to  persons  who,  not  being,  agri- 
culturists themselves,  are  desirous  of  founding  colonies  of  agricul- 
turists who  would  raise  cotton.  At  the  end  of  this  period  the  full 
title  to  the  lands  would  revert  to  the  individual  planter  in  the  first 
case,  or,  in  the  second  case,  to  the  person  who  had  formed  the  colony. 
In  the  event,  however,  that  the  lands  be  not  under  proper  culture  at 
the  end  of  the  prescribed  five  years  the  lands  would  revert  to  the 
State  of  Bahia.  The  State  government  of  Bahia  also  offers  facilities 
in  the  Avay  of  distributing  seeds,  and  promises  to  engage  one  or  more 
specialists  to  instruct  cotton  growers  as  to  planting  methods  and  the 
quarantine  of  blights  and  other  diseases. 

Extent  of  Allotment* — Frizes — Tax  ExemptlonB. 

The  lands  referred  to  will  be  allotted  in  grants  not  to  exceed  10  to 
.■)0  hectares  (approximately  25  to  125  acres)  to  each  individual 
grower  or  50  to  300  hectares  (roughly,  126  to  750  acres)  to  each 
''colonial  nucleus";  but  persons  who  already  have  this  amount  under 
cultivation  m»y  apparently,  under  the  law,  apply  within  the  pre- 
scribed five  years  for  a  further  concession  of  the  same  amount  of 
land. 

Prizes  uggi-egating  $25,000,  United  States  currency,  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  successful  growei-s  each  year  under  the  auspice-s  of  the 
Oentro  Industrial  do  AlgotlAo. 
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Persons  who  take  up  land  under  (Ms  decree  will  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  State  taxes  and  imposts  during  the  period  of  five 
years,  excepting  as  regards  the  regular  tax  upon  such  cotton  as  they 
may  choose  to  export.  These  same  benefits  will,  however,  extend  to 
all  those  who  are  at  present  growing  cotton  within  the  State. 

(A  abort  additional  report  containing  intormation  of  interrat  to  the  prospec- 
tlTe  emigrant  to  Brazil  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Oonunerce,  Washington,  to  those  who  refer  to  file  No.  81607.  For  other  articles 
on  the  Brazilian  cotton  situation,  see  G<»imebce  Reports  for  Aug.  C  and  Nov. 
1, 1915,  and  Jan.  18  and  Aug.  4, 1916.] 


COTTOIT  SHIFIIENTS. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  November  4, 1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows : 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

DistricU 

Bales. 

Qeorgia 

32,478 
1,4(0 
S.6>7 

1B.3»4 

Fblladelphia 

Ban  Francisco .. 

6,409 

Massachusetts 

Soatti  Cuoiina 

Si.fSi 

"(TTlaiKl        .      

Virgtnis     

Total   .  . 

SSr'^ :::::::.::;::.: 

OalvesToxL 

«7.»4» 
45,308 

im,<m 

Martb  Carolina 

New  Orleans 

The  exports  of  209,009  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  1,964^90  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  112,932  bales  for  the  week  and  1,360,130  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 

BLITEBEBBY-FIE  STOCK  FBOH  CANADA. 

[Consal  WUlIam  A.  Pierce,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Oct.  28.] 

The  shipment  of  blueberry-pie  stock  to  American  wholesale  caterers 
is  an  entirely  new  feature  of  commerce  in  this  Province.  The  volume 
of  trade  reached  nearly  $4,000  this  year.  There  is  a  possibility  of 
increasing  the  amount  each  year,  as  the  exports  recorded  were  all 
from  one  firm. 

Pie  stock,  or  "  pi-stok "  as  the  catering  trade  calls  it,  is  not  to  be 
cmf used  with  canned  blueberry  and  other  canned  fruits.  A  consider- 
able volume  of  canned  berries  and  fruits  has  for  many  years  been 
a  part  of  Prince  Edward  Island's  industry.  The  "pi-stok"  is  not 
canned  but  shipped  in  kegs.  It  is  not  to  be  eaten  direct  from  the 
can,  but  it  is  a  base  or  stock  for  sale  to  restaurants  and  hotels  for  pies 
aiul  confections.  A  certain  quantity  of  preservative  is  used  but  no 
coloring  matter.    It  is  partially  sweetened. 

The  blueberry  abounds  in  this  Province.  From  the  middle  of  July 
to  mid-Septmnber  the  roadsides,  abandoned  farms,  and  railroad  em- 
bankments offer  inexhaustible  supplies.  Children  and  old  people  do 
much  of  the  picking. 
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FOBEIGir  TRADE  OFFOBTU]nTI£S. 

RMerved  addreoKos  nm)'  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreaa  and  Its  district  offices.  Eequest 
for  cacb  op|>orluulty  sbonld  l>c  on  a  Hopararc  Hbcpt  and  mtmtK  opportanitr  mnmbcr. 
The  Bnrran  does  not  furnlxli  credit  rntluire  or  a»<iin)e  remDonslbtUty  as  to  tbc  standing 
of  foreign  lutialrerx;  tbo  iKual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols: 
•  Reported  by  American  ooiisiilar  officers;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attach<%  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  :!  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bnreau. 


Boilers 22924. 

Boots  and  Kboes  and  polish.  22921.-22922. 

Chemical    prodlicts-— 22917. 

Cigars  and  ciRarettcs 22921. 

Clocks  and  watches 22921. 

Confectionery 22921. 

Cutlery 22921. 

Drugs 22917. 

Electrical    supplies 22922. 

Electro-plate   ware 22913. 

General    merchandise 22919. 

Handkerchiefs 22918. 

Hardware 22921. 

Lanterns 22921. 

Leather  goods 22916. 

Machinery,   textile 22914. 


HarMc  slabs 2392a 

Medicines 22921. 

Needles 22922. 

Novelties 22921. 

Paper 22922. 

Photographic   suppllefl 22915.-22922. 

Provisions 22921. 

Rubber,  for  elastic,  etc 22922. 

Sporting  goods 22921. 

Stationery  supplies. 22916. 

Store  fixtures 22921.-22923. 

Stoves,  oil 2292L 

Thread,  gold  and  sliver 22922. 

Thread,  rubber 22922. 

Toys 22916. 

Typewriter  accessories 22916. 


22913.* — A  firm  In  Bi*azil  desires  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  the  best  quality 
of  electroplate  ware,  such  as  flower  vases,  service  sets,  toilet  sets,  ink- 
stands, etc. 

22914.t — A  manufacturers'  agent  lu  France  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  textile  machinery,  such  as  machines  for  weaving,  spinning, 
dyeing,  finishing,  knitting,  and  embroidery  making. 

22916.* — A  finii  In  Central  America  Is  In  the  market  for  photographic  ma- 
terials and  supplies,  such  as  developing  paper,  dry  plates,  photo  mounts,' 
molding  for  frames,  picture  frames,  photographic  chemicals,  etc.  Corre- 
spondence In  English. 

22916.* — A  merchant  in  Manchuria  Is  in  tlie  market  for  stutionerj-  supplle.s 
of  all  kinds.  Including  ribbons,  carlwn  paper  and  typewriter  accessories, 
toys,  and  leather  goods.    Correspondence  in  Russian  or  German. 

22J)17.* — A  wholesale  Import  merchant  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  drugs  and 
chemical  products  for  use  in  pharmacy  and  manufacture.  Cori*espondence 
in  Englisli.    References. 

22018.t — A  firm  In  Greece  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  hanUkerclilefs.    Reference. 

22919.t — An  established  merchant  In  Europe  who  is  now  in  the  Unite<l  States 
desires  to  secure  agencies  for  general  merchandise  In  ]:hiropean  countries. 
Reference. 

22820.* — A  firm  In  New  Zealand  wlslies  to  communicate  with  producers  of 
marble  slabs  and  finished  products  for  table,  commode,  and  sideboard  topa 

22821.* — A  wholesale  firm  In  East  Africa  desires  to  receive  catalogues  with 
prices  and  discounts  on  the  medium  and  cheaper  grades  of  boots  and 
shoes,  boot  polish,  cutlery,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  confectionery,  oil  cook- 
stoves,  lanterns,  novelties,  patent  medicines,  provisions,  small  hardware, 
store  fixtures,  sporting  goods,  and  watches  and  clocks. 

22922.t — ^A  firm  In  Portugal  whose  representative  Is  now  In  New  York  desires 
to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  elec- 
trical supplies,  needles,  gold  and  silver  thread,  shoes  for  women  and  chil- 
dren, photographic  paper,  colored  and  parchment  paper,  cardtKHird,  rubber 
thread,  and  thin  rubber  used  Id  the  manufacture  of  suspenders  and  gar- 
ters, etc.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

22923.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
glass  display  fixtures  for  shoe-store  windows  and  any  new  novelties  In  store 
fixtures.    References. 

22924.* — A  company  in  Venezuela  Is  lu  tlie  market  for  two  200-liorsepower 
., water-tube  Iwilers  with  integral  superheaters  equippetl  with  oil  burners. 
Heavy  fuel  oil  (asphalt  base)  Is  to  be  used.    Ortler  wiU  be  placetl  through 
commission  house  and  cash  iwld  In  New  York. 

w.»sHiNOTON- :  ooTEMx.MRXT  PKiXTixo  o^■^•n.■R  :  U)« 
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ASTAHCE  IN  GSEEK  CUSBANT  MABEET. 
[Cablegram  from  Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Nov.  4.] 

The  currant  market  has  advanced  an  average  of  38  per  cent  over 
the  mid-September  quotations.  Merchants  report  50,000  tons  of 
fniit  availaole,  of  which  40  per  cent  is  inferior. 


EZPOBT  CEBTIFICATES  FOB  AVSTBALIA. 

Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain,  Sydney,  has  transmitted  a  copy  of 
the  following  special  form,  which  is  now  said  to  be  required  by  the 
Australian  customs  authorities  in  the  case  of  articles  imported  from 
the  United  States: 

I, ,  of  (address),  declare — 

(a)  That  I  am  the  (position  In  company)  of  (name  of  compliny),  the  (niauu- 

Cactnrer  or  snpplier)  of  tbe  undermentioned  goods  shipped  on  steamship , 

consigned  to  Sydney,  viz:  (State  marljs,  nurol)ers  of  cases,  contents  of  cases, 
and  value) ; 

(6)  Tliat  the  said   goods  arc  l>ona   title   the  produce  or  manufacture   of 


(c)  That  tbe  said  goods  were  lunnufactured  by 


id)  That  no  person  on  tbe  Statutory  List  Is  directly  or  Indirectly  conueote<l 
with  the  transmission  in  such  a  way  as  to  derive  profit  or  advantage  therefrom ; 

(e)  That  the  said  goods  were  not  manufactured  or  produced  or  owned  by 
or  purchased  from  any  person,  firm,  or  company  with  whom  trade  is  prohibited 
by  any  proclamation  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  tbe  Commonweaitli  of 
Australia  relating  to  trading  with  the  enemy. 

This  declaration  should  be  made  by  the  manager  or  other  re- 
sponsible officer  of  the  company  shipping  the  goods  in  accordance 
with  the  legal  requirements  as  to  attested  documents  prevailing  in 
the  place  of  origin.  It  is  probable  that  certification  by  a  notary 
would  generally  be  regarded  as  sufficient. 

The  consul  general  also  transmitted  a  form  of  guaranty  which  the 
importer  must  furnish  to  the  customs  officials  where  goods  arrive 
without  the  required  certificate.  In  such  cases  the  consignee  must 
bind  himself  to  present  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  clearance 
a  statutory  declaration  (as  above  indicated)  from  the  manufacturer 
or  supplier  of  the  goods. 

mw'-w  .513 
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0PP0STUBIT7  FOS  AHEBICAH  FATEHTED  CATTLE  FOOD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Uorean  Oottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  BrazU,  Oct  6.1  - 
One  of  the  interesting  features  in  connection  with  the  cattle  expo- 
sition that  is  to  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  May  13,  1917,  b  the 
proposal  of  an  enterprising  American  business  man  here  who  holds 
an  agency  for  a  patented  American  cattle  food.  He  has  suggested  to 
the  National  Society  of  Agriculture  that  lie  be  furnished  with  two  or 
three  calves,  and  that  under  the  society's  supervision  these  should 
be  fed  nothing  but  the  American  patented  cattle  food  which  he  rep- 
resents until  the  day  of  the  exposition,  when  the  judges  may  pass 
upon  the  condition  of  the  young  animals. 

The  proposal  caused  ar  little  surprise  at  first  in  certain  quarters,  but 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  society.  Thoughtful  people  realize  that 
thei'e  is  much  that  is  interesting  in  experiments  of  this  kind,  the  ques- 
tions of  pasture  and  of  the  artificial  feeding  of  cattle  being  all-im- 
portant in  a  country  which  buUds  such  vast  hopes  upon  the  improve- 
ment of  its  cattle  industry. 


EXPOBT  OF  HEICP  THBOUGH  CUUIESE  POBT. 

[Conral  WUlTS  B.  Peck,  Tslngtan,  Sept.  29.1 

A  report  has  been  made  by  the  Imperial  Japanese  Military  Ad- 
ministration of  Tsingtau  regarding  the  fibrous  plants  of  Shantung 
Province,  China,  and  the  export  of  hemp  through  Tsingtau. 

The  classification  of  fibrous  plants  grown  in  Shantung  is  given  as 
follows:  (1)  Cannabis  sativa,nemp.  This  plant  sometimes  attains 
a  height  of  10  to  20  feet.  (2)  Linum  usitatissimum,  flax.  This  is  of 
several  varieties,  and  the  seeds  of  one  sort  yield  linseed  oil.  (3) 
Boehmeria  nivea,  China  grass.  Kesembles  ramie.  In  warm  places, 
after  it  has  a  three  years'  growth,  this  plant  often  gives  2  or  3  crops 
a  year.  (4)  Ramie,  a  kind  of  China  grass.  (5)  Corchorus  cap- 
sularia,  jute.     (6)  "  Shang-ma,"  AbutUon  theophrasti. 

The  first  four  kinds  have  fine  fibers  and  are  used  largely  for  weav- 
ing cloth,  while  the  last  two  are  used  principally  for  cordage.    Tlie 
kinds  chiefly  cultivated  in  Shantung  are  hemp  and  China  grass. 
Some  Fibers  Tr»ed  U  Xaking:  Cloth. 

Hwnp  is  cultivated  throughout  Shantung  Province,  but  as  a  rule 
in  small  quantities.  It  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  an  accurate  idea  of 
the  total  amount  of  production,  though  various  calculations  give  an 
estimate  of  about  2,000,000  pounds  per  annum.  Some  of  these  fibers 
are  used  in  making  cloth.  The  quantity  used  in  making  cordage  is 
comparatively  small,  and  this  product  is  often  imported  from  South 
China.  The  bark  is  removed  from  the  stem  by  means  of  soaking  in 
water.  Dealei-s  visit  the  country  fairs  to  oollect  export  cargo,  and 
the  briskest  business  is  done  between  the  middle  of  August  and  the 
end  of  October.  Exports  of  this  product  through  Tsingtau  were: 
In  1912,  1,535,352  pounds;  in  1913,  615,125  pounds;  in  1914,  159 J33 
pounds  ( January- .\ugust) ;  in  1915,  4,389  pounds  (September-De- 
cember). 

Some  Shantung  hemp  is  exported  Uirough  Tientsin,  but  the  exports 
through  Cliefoo  are  negligible. 

The  approximate  price  of  the  best  quality  native  h^np  in  Tsingtau 
is  $20  per  piciil  (1.^3:',  pounds),  and  of  ropes,  thick,  $12.50  per  picul; 
medium,  $15.  and  fine.  $20.     The  cxpor*^^  duty  is  about  25  cents 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMUEBOE  BBPOBTS; 


515 


American  currency  per  picul.  Wharfage  charges  ai-e  2  cents  per 
package  of  over  100  pounds  and  customs  brokerage  charges  are  $1 
for  each  consignment  over  $500  in  value.  Exchange  is  reckoned  at  $1 
Mexican,  equal  to  $0.50  gold.  The  customs  tael  normally  is  equal  to 
$0.70. 

.  A  translation  of  the  full  report  may  be  obtained  f loni  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Tsingtau,  China. 

IMPOST  TEADE  OF  SOIJTHEBH  WALES. 

[Consul  H.'K.  Moorfaead,  Swansea,  Oct.  12.] 

During  the  eight  months  ended  August  31,  1916,  the  wares  im- 
ported by  sea  through  the  port  of  Swansea  from  foreign  countries 
and  coatswise  amoxmted  to  502,204  long  tons,  a  decrease  of  59,645  tons 
from  the  quantity  imported  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1915, 
of  221,982  tons  as  compared  with  the  like  period  of  1914,  and  of 
194,805  tons  when  contrasted  with  the  arrivals  during  January- 
August,  1913.  For  the  single  month  of  August,  1916,  however,  the 
decline  was  but  1,366  tons  as  compared  with  August,  1915.  As  fur- 
nished by  the  general  manager  of  the  Swansea  Harbor  Trust,  the 
imports  consisted  of : 


Articles. 


Taraodpitdi 

Gaseoal , 

Copper,  silver,  lead,  tin,  wltb  their  ores  and  alloys. 

Zmo  ore  and  alloys 

Iron  ore 

Iron,  steel,  pte  Iron,  and  castings 

Steel  tersandi  billets 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards , 

Timber  (sawn  and  hewn) 

Pit  wood 

Bricks,  slates,  cement,  etc 

Snlpbnrore,  pyrites,  salt,  and  chemicals 

VkMir,  potatoes,  etc 

Grata , 


Qenefal  merchandise  (average) , 

Oeneral  merchandise  (estimate  lor  191S).. 


Total.. 


Eight  months  ended  August  SI- 


MM 


Tov». 
42,  MO 
1,276 
.W,S96 
B3,474 
SO,  701 
85,  M2 
21.202 
35,108 


09,920 
2^,643 
47,661 
15,455 
59, 837 
9,X67 
6,344 
144,000 


?i4,18« 


19IS 

Tom. 
23,717 
465 
29,110 
42,017 
67,535 
63,480 
1,505 
16.950 


06,262 
19,991 
51,127 
14,239 
61,200 
1,200 
3,719 
99,323 


561,849 


HIS 

Toru. 

17,929 

423 

26,230 

41,924 

45,488 

25,380 

537 

•.'..S30 


66,690 
11,055 
90,801 
12,687 
61,436 
1,200 
3,222 


87,450 


502,201 


According  to  the  daily  i-etums  of  the  customhouse  as  published  in 
the  Cardiff  and  South  Wales  Journal  of  Commerce,  11,367  cubic  tons 
of  pit  wood  and  pit  props  for  use  iii  the  coal  mines  were  imported 
into  Swansea  during  August,  1916,  of  which  quantity  7,586  cubii; 
tons  came  from  France,  3,624  tons  from  Canada  and  Newfoundland, 
and  157  tons  from  Sweden.  Imports  at  Port  Talbot  amounted  to 
4,310  tons  from  France  and  3,160  tons  from  Canada  and  Newfound- 
land. 

In  August,  1916,  there  were  imported  into  Swansea  from  the 
United  States  3,500  cubic  tons  of  railway  ties  and  2,786  cubic  tons  of 
sawn  Oregon  redwood  timber.  The  importation  into  this  district 
of  American  timber  is  a  new  departure,  the  trade  in  which  might  be 
extended.  Among  other  direct  imports  into  Swansea  from  the 
United  States  in  August  were  65  long  tons  of  tin  plate,  this  trans- 
action being  worthy  of  note  because  the  Swansea  di.striot  is  one  of  the 
largest  producers  of  tin  plate  in  the  world. 
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CHINESE  SAITPETEB  OFFERED  FOB  EXPORT. 

tJohn  B.  Arnold,  In  charge,  offlc«  of  commercial  attach^  Peking,  Sept  16.] 

An  American  who  has  recently  been  employed  with  the  engineer- 
ing department  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  states  that  he  is  in  touch 
with  certain  Chinese  who  have  secured  a  monopoly  for  the  collection 
of  saltpeter  in  three  provinces.  Interest  appears  to  have  been  origi- 
nally aroused  in  the  subject  by  rumors  of  the  probability  of  a  large 
Russian  demand;  but  this  does  not  seem  to  amount  to  anything  at 
present,  and  the  attention  of  the  promoters  has  been  turned  to  a 
possible  American  market. 

The  price  originally  quoted  was  $33  Mexican  per  picul  of  133J 
pounds,  and  at  the  then  rate  of  exchange  the  American  representative 
calculated  this  meant  the  possibility  of  delivery  f.  o.  b.  treaty  port 
(probably  Tientsin)  at  a  figure  that  would  compete  with  the  rate 
then  ruling  in  New  York.  However,  the  gold  value  of  alver  has 
since  appreciated  somewhat — a  factor  which,  of  course,  ordinarily 
militates  against  export  trade — and  further  investigation  would 
probably  be  necessary  before  such  a  price  could  be  accepted. 

The  promoters  claim  to  be  able  to  deliver  at  three  weeks'  notice 
quantities  of  400  to  500  tons.  They  have  formed  a  company  with  a 
capital  of  $525,000  to  $575,000  (gold)  and  say  they  are  not  looking 
for  more,  this  being  strictly  a  purchasing,  not  an  investment,  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  foregoing  information  represents  all  that  could  be  secured 
without  considerable  delay.  If  it  should  appear,  however,  that  a 
demand  exists  in  the  United  States  for  this  product,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  obtain  further  specific  data.  It  is  suggested  that  for  the 
present  inquiries  be  directed  to  this  office. 

NEW  CBOP  OF  HADBAS  DTOIGO. 

[Consul  Lucien  Mcmmtnger,  Madras,  India,  Sept.  22.] 

The  Government  sowing  report  on  the  indigo  crop  of  1916-17  in 
the  Madras  Presidency,  just  issued,  states  that  owing  to  the  large 
profits  made  last  year  there  has  been  an  important  increase  in  the 
area  under  indigo  in  the  current  year.  Gooid  seed  has  been  gener- 
ally available,  although  the  prices  ha%'e  ruled  very  high.  The  total 
area  now  reported  for  the  current  year  is  341,300  acres.  The  increase 
is  especially  noticeable  in  Kistna,  Guntur,  Nellore,  and  Kurnool, 
but  occurs  everywhere.  The  final  forecast  report  on  indigo  in 
1915-16  placed  the  area  sown  in  that  year  in  the  Madras  Presidency 
at  182,800  acres.  Final  figures  for  1915-16  are  not  yet  to  hand 
for  all  districts,  but  it  would  appear  that  the  area  actually  culti- 
vated with  indigo  last  year  was  about  202,000  acres.  The  season 
has  been  generally  favorable  to  the  crop  so  far.  On  an  average  of 
the  five  years  ending  1914-15  the  area  under  indigo  in  the  Madras 
Presidency  has  represented  33.4  per  cent  of  the  total  area  tinder 
indigo  in  British  India. 

In  Southern  India  the  plant  is  grown  either  on  light  red  soils 
in  tracts  which  receive  an  ample  rainfall  or  on  somewhat  richer  soUs 
which  obtain  water  from  wells.  It  is  also  found  as  a  "  catch  "  crop 
on  rice  lands  after  the  rice  harvest  is  over.    The  plant  is  tightly 

Kacked  the  day  it  is  cut,  in  a  large  vat,  into  which  water  is  run,  and 
oards  are  then  placed  over  the  top  and  are  kept  in  position  by 
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heavy  crossbeams.  The  plant  is  allowed  to  soak  for  10  or  12  hours. 
daring  which  time  a  heavy  fermentation  takes  place.  The  liquid  is 
then  m'ained  off  into  another  vat,  after  which  coolies  beat  and  stir 
the  soaked  mass  thoroughly  with  flails  until  the  dye  begins  to  emerge. 
The  whole  is  then  allowed  to  settle;  the  clear  liquid  is  drained 
off,  and  the  residue  is  boiled  in  copper  vessels.  It  is  then  pressed 
into  hard  cakes  ready  for  the  market. 

The  best  grade  of  local  indigo  is  that  known  as  fine  Madras  Kur- 
pah,  which  Drought  as  much  as  128.  ($2.92)  a  pound  at  the  height 
of  the  season  last  year,  though  it  is  now  being  offered  in  London  at 
8s,  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  ($2.07  to  $2.56).  It  sold  at  2s.  ($0.48)  before  the 
war.  A  low-grade  Madras  dry  leaf  containing  only  a  small  per- 
centage of  color  met  with  little  inquiry.  Besides  its  use  as  u  blue 
dye,  indigo  is  in  demand  in  the  preparation  of  khaki  greens  and 
blacks.   . 

LIFE  AND  FIE£  INSURANCE  IN  GUATEMALA. 

rCoDsal,  Samael  C.  Heat,  Guatemala  City,  Oct.  17.1 

Despite  the  fact  that  Guatemala  imposes  no  unreasonable  restric- 
tions upon  the  operation  of  foreign  life  and  fire  insurance  com- 
Banies,  there  are  only  four  of  each  class  doing  business  in  the 
lepublic.  The  life  insurance  companies  are  the  Sun,  the  Iiiii>orial, 
and  the  Confederation,  of  Canada,  and  the  Pan  American,  of  New 
Orleans.  The  total  amount  of  life  insurance  written  by  these  four 
companies  in  1915  was  approximately  $500,000  gold.  Life  insurance 
protection  is  fairly  well  accepted  by  the  people,  and  the. four  com- 
panies had  been  Readily  increasing  their  volume  of  business  until 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  With  the  exception  that  the  premiums 
charg€S  here  are  higher,  relatively,  than  in  the  United  States,  the 
business  is  conducted  on  much  the  same  general  plan. 

The  fire  insurance  companies  are  the  Alliance  Assurance,  Noithein 
Assurance,  and  Commercial  Union,  of  London,  and  the  Fire  In- 
surance, of  Hamburg.  The  rates  for  fire  insurance  are  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  a  year  for  brick  buildings  with  tile  roofs,  and  11  per  cent 
a  year  for  brick  buildings  with  iron  roofs.  Probably  fircrinsurance 
will  never  prove  profitable  in  Guatemala,  for  the  reason  that  there 
are  no  frame  buildings  and  no  heating  apparatus  of  any  description 
used  except  in  kitchens.  Fires  are  very  rare. 
Permits  and  Taxes — Other  Xe^iiirements. 

Foreign  insurance  companies  must  obtain  a  permit  fi-om  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  required  to  pay  1,000  pesos  ($25  U.  S.  gold)  a 
year  as  taxes.  There  are  no  domestic  insurance  companies  of  any 
character  in  Guatemala. 

The  laws  regulating  life  and  fire  insurance  companies  do  not  dif- 
fer from  those  that  govern  other  corporations.  However,  decree  No. 
630,  approved  January  28,  1903,  provided  that  "Within  five  years 
from  this  date,  foreign  life  and  fire  insurance  companies  will  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  ousiness  in  this  Republic  unless  they  invest  in 
this  country  at  least  one-half  of  the  premiums  they  receive  from  the 
insured  parties."  This  decree  has  never  been  enWced,  but  just  at 
the  present  time  the  newspapers  are  agitating  the  subject.  The  law 
requiring  insurance  companies  to  publish  a  yearly  statement  of  their 
standing  has  likewise  l)een  ignored. 
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CKOF  PBOSPECTS  DT  STATE  OF  BIO  BE  TABEIBO. 

[Consul  Oeneral,  Alfred  L.  H.  Gottscbalk,  Bio  de  Jan^ro.  BnudU  Sept  27.1 

The  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  making  strong  efforts  toward  ad- 
vancement in  economic  and  agricultural  conditions.  This  State  fa 
quite  distinct  from  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  the  capital  city  is 
within  the  Federal  District,  while  the  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  Kes 
across  the  bay  and  has  its  own  capital,  Nictheroy,  and  its  own  sepa- 
rate State  goverment.  Its  executive  is  Dr.  Nilo  Peganha,  a  former 
president  of  the  Brazilian  Union.  Through  its  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, it  is  distributing  seeds  of  nursery  stock  and  encouraging  the 
cultivation  of  the  principal  crops  of  the  State — coffee,  wheat,  rice, 
fibers,  manioc  or  cassava,  fruits,  beans,  and  other  vegetables,  etc. 
It  aims  to  diversify  the  crops  generally.  It  also  encourages  the 
introduction  of  stud  animals  for  the  betterment  of  live  stock. 

Increased  Interest  in  Plantintr  ot  Tobacco.. 

The  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  shown  increased  interest  in  the 
planting  of  tobacco.  One  fazenda  or  farm  recently  spent  5  contos 
in  tobacco  cultivation,  and  the  crop  amounted  to  8,500  kilos  (18j739 
pounds),  which  sold  locally  at  2  milreis  (about  50  cents  United 
States  currency)  per  kilo,  and  yielded  gross  receipts  of  17  contos 
(about  $4,250  United  States  currency).  The  profits  amounted  to  12 
contos  of  reis,  or  $3,000. 

Among  the  planters  some  attention  of  a  purely  academic  sort  has 
been  given  to  ascertaining  whether  the  Turkish  or  Chinese  tobacco 
would  grow  in  Brazil.  Both  of  these  types  are  extensively  used  in 
the  making  of  cigarettes  of  the  so-called  "Egyptian"  type  here; 
but  the  prevailing  impression  is  that  Brazil,  like  the  United  States, 
will  always  produce  a  dark,  heavy,  aromatic  tobacco. 

Interesting  work  is  being  done  with  breeding  stations  in  the  State 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  the  State  Government  is  prepared  this  year 
to  furnish  sires  for  bovine,  equine,  suine,  and  caprine  breeding,  all  of 
these  being  thoroughbreds.  This  work  is  carried  on  at  the  Federal 
Zootechnic  post  at  Pinheiros  or  at  the  modem  farm  of  Santa 
Monica,  both  in  this  State. 

Abandoned  for  Oentuy,  Now  Made  ProdnctiTe. 

In  a  recent  message  of  President  Nilo,  Pecanha,  the  executive 
points  to  the  fact  that  the  efforts  made  have  been  most  encouraging 
and  that  many  fazendas,  which  have  been  abandoned  for  nearly  a 
centuryj  are  now  being  worked  and  made  productive.  That  of  the 
Carmelite  monks,  where  there  is  now  settled  a  colony  of  foreign 
agriculturists,  and  that  of  the  Benedictine  monks,  worked  by  tne 
monks  themselves,  are  among  these.  The  ancient  industry  of  sugar 
planting  has  been  revived  to  an  extent  never  before  known  in  the 
State,  with  a  most  flourishing  center  in  the  municipality  of  Campoa. 
Most  encouraging  reports  have  been  received  of  the  determined 
efforts  that  are  being  made  with  cotton,  textile  fibers,  tobacco,  and 
wheat.  Many  of  the  municipalities  have  revived  and  again  placed 
under  cultivation  old  and  almndoned  coffee  fazendas.  Particularly 
important  is  the  interest  that  is  being  taken  in  the  gOTemmenUil 
effort  to  improve  live  stock. 
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ELEVATOR  EQUIPMEirr  IN  RUSSIA. 

IWeehl;  BoUetin,  Canadian  Department  ot  Trade  and  Commerce,  Uttnwn.  Uvl.  »0.] 

A  tender  for  grain  elevator '  equipment  was  recently  closed  in 
Petrograd  which  should  be  of  interest  to  Canadian  designers  and 
contractors  of  grain  elevators.  Although  the  time  limit  was  too 
short  for  Canadians  to  tender  in  this  instance,  the  specifications 
show  some  of  the  Eussian  retiuirements  in  connection  with  the  build- 
ing up  of  their  country  elevator  system  which  the  zcmstovs  and 
municipalities,  the  credit  associations,  and  other  responsible  local 
bodies  are  being  encouraged  by  the  State  to  provide.  As  time  ex- 
tension, whereby  firms  outside  of  Russia  might  be  able  to  place 
tenders,  is  not  granted,  it  would  seem  advantageous,  writes  Mr.  C.  F. 
Just,  Canadian  trade  commissioner  in  Petrograd,  to  have  a  properly 
authorized  representative  in  Petrograd  for  dealing  promptly  and 
directly  with  such  contracts. 

The  following  was  the  equipment  required  for  the  elevator  under 
construction  at  the  Balakhovo  wharf  on  the  Volga:  Eight  dressing 
machines  (separators)  for  cleaning  rye,  capacity  2,000  poods  (over 
36  short  tons)  per  hour;  13  hydraulic  hose  filters,  with  a  filtering 
surface  measuring  180  square  metei-s  (1,938  square  feet)  each;  16 
cylindei"s  for  extracting  cockle,  diameter  COO  millimeters  (23.6 
inches),  lengtli,  2,.500  millimeters  (98.4  inches)  each;  16  cylinders 
for  oats,  diameter  800  millimeters  (31.5  inches),  length  3,000  milli- 
meters (118.1  inches)  each. 

Specifications  for  Separators. 

Separators  of  wood  to  be  steady  and  well  balanced,  so  that  when 
in  operation  no  considerable  vibration  or  jolting  be  pi'oduced.  All 
parts  to  be  made  of  good  material  suitable  for  its  special  purpose; 
the  castings,  tooling,  and  fitting  together  of  the  parts  to  be  faultless. 
All  rotating  parts  to  be  .strictly  balanced  and  the  respective  bearings 
t<)  have  easily  changeable  bushings;  the  bearings  of  the  main  and 
ventilator  shafts  to  have  a  ring  lubricator  and  to  w^ork  without 
getting  hot.  All  pulleys  to  have  oval  rims.  The  eccentricity  of  the 
eccentrics  to  be  not  less  than  5  millimetei-s  in  diameter,  and  the 
I'otating  capacity  of  the  main  shaft  not  less  than  4.50  revolutions 
per  minute. 

Keqnlrementc  for  Screens  in  Separators. 

The  separators  to  have  two  oscillating  screen  beds,  each  containing 
three  rows  of  easily  removable  screens  (the  receiving,  the  grading, 
and  the  riddling  screens) ;  the  beds  nnist  be  so  constructed  that  the 
angle  of  inclination  of  the  screens  could  be  changed  upward  from 
15  degrees  to  5  degrees.    The  total  surface  efficiency  of  the  receiving 

ffii-st)  screens  of  each  separator  to  be  not  less  than  0.80  .sqtiare  meters 
8.6  square  feet) ;  the  total  surface  efficiencies  both  of  the  grading 
(second)  screens  and  of  the  riddling  (third)  screens  to  be  not  less 
than  3.40  square  meters  (36.6  square  feet).  When  detennining  the 
.surface  efficiency  of  the  screens,  the  <'dges  resting  on  the  frames  shall 
not  be  taken  into  account.  Each  gnidinir  .uid  riddling  screen  to 
consist  of  three  easily  removable  frames.  All  tbe  frames  of  the 
second  and  third  .screiMis  to  l)e  of  tbe  sanio  sh!t|)e  luul  dinuMisions.  so 


Digitized  by 


Google 


520  COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 

that  the  frames  conld  be  fixed  at  any  spot  of  the  screen  bed.  The 
receiving  screens  of  each  separator  to  be  made  of  iron  1.5  millimeters 
(0.059  inch)  thick  and  to  have  oval  meshes  55  by  30  millimeters 
(2.17  by  1.18  inches). 

Screen  Frames,  Automatic  Cleansers,  etc. 

For  assembling  the  second  and  third  screens  each  separator  to  be 
supplied  witli  the  following  set  of  screen  frames  with  screens  of 
iron  1  millimeter  (0.039  inch)  thick,  as  follows: 

(a)  Two  frames  with  round  meshes,  diameter  12,  11,  10,  9,  8,  7, 
6i,  6,  5^,  5,  and  4  millimeters;  six  frames  with  round  mesheSj  diame- 
ter 3J,  3,  2^,  2,  and  li  millimeters,  i.  e.,  52  frames  in  all  for  each 
separator. 

(b)  Six  frames  with  oval  meshes;  dimensions  20  by  2,  20  by  1}, 
and  20  by  1^  millimeters;  in  all,  18  frames  for  each  separator. 

The  riddling  (third)  screens  to  be  fitted  with  automatic  cleaners 
consisting  of  steel  brushes  or  rubber  balls;  if  brushes  are  used,  the 
separators  must  be  supplied  with  an  arrangement  for  raising  and 
lowering  the  brushes. 

The  receiving  device  of  the  separator  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  secure 
the  uniform  equal  feeding  of  the  grain  to  the  receiving  (first) 
screens.  It  is  desirable  that  conveyor  worms  (distributing  screws) 
be  adapted  for  this  purpose.  The  air  chambers  of  the  separators  to 
be  of  glued  veneer  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  air  entering 
them. 

Ventilators — Causes  for  Kejectlon  of  Separators. 

Each  separator  to  have  two  ventilators  for  double  aspiration;  first 
before  the  grain  enters  the  separator  and  again  as  it  leaves  it  The 
capacity  of  the  ventilators  to  be  not  less  than  150  cubic  meters  (5,297 
cubic  feet)  per  minute  each.  The  means  of  determining  the  eflSciency 
of  the  ventilators  (when  the  regulating  ventilator  valves  or  slides 
are  wide  open  and  when  the  separator  is  in  operation  without  grain) 
shall  be  worked  out  by  the  Granaries'  Section,  together  with  the 
representative  of  the  supplier,  at  the  time  the  order  is  given.  For 
regulating  the  aspiration  in  the  channels  that  carry  air  to  the  ven- 
tilator there  must  be  valves  or  slides,  with  control  levers  outside  and 
pointers  that  move  along  a  fixed  scale  marked  to  show  complete 
opening  and  closing  of  the  valve  or  slide.  The  scale  to  have  inter- 
mediate gradations  between  the  said  marks.  Each  separator 
"trunk"  (ventilation  chamber)  to  have  two  valves  (an  inside  and 
an  outside  one)  for  the  purpose  of  automatically  letting  out  the 
dust. 

The  weight  of  the  machine  and  the  consumption  of  power  for 
starting  each  separator  with  no  load  work  must  be  indicated  in  the 
tender. 

If  when  accepting  delivery  of  the  machines  it  appears  that  the 
surface  efficiency  of  the  screens  is  less  than  required  or  that  the 
amount  of  air  from  the  ventilators  is  less  than  150  cubic  meters  per 
minute  or  that  the  consumption  of  power  while  the  machine  is  lo 
operation  with  no  load  work  is  greater  than  stipulated  by  the  o"^^ 
such  circumstances  may  be  the  cause  of  the  separators  being  rejected 
or  their  value  diminished. 
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Hose  Filters. 

The  hose  filters  for  compressed  air  to  be  supplied  with  strong 
iron  dust-collecting  screws  and  an  arrangement  for  the  automatic 
cleansing  of  the  filters.  The  wooden  chambers  of  the  filters  to  l)c 
of  good  dry  material" with  no  blemishes;  the  upper  chamber  to  be 
supported  by  wooden  supports;  the  tissue  of  the  hose  to  be  dense 
enough  not  to  let  dust  through.  The  lids  of  the  lower  chambers  to 
be  held  by  thumbscrews  so  as  to  make  the  dust-collecting  arrangement 
accessible  for  inspection.  Each  filter  to  have  a  driving  belt  pulley 
with  an  oval  rim.  The  full  height  of  each  filter  to  be  not  less  than 
3  meters  (9.8  feet)  and  each  dimension  of  filter  on  the  plan  to  be 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  a  meter  (1.3  feet) . 

Cylinders  tor  Separating  Cockle  and  for  Oats. 

Tlie  cylinders  for  separating  cockle  to  be  of  zinc  sheets  with  milled 
cells,  meausring  5  millimeters  (0.197  inch)  in  diameter  and  3  milli- 
meters (0.118  inch)  in  depth;  to  be  adapted  for  cleaning  wheat  from 
cockle,  peas,  half  corns,  and  sundry  fine  admixtures ;  to  have  a  shaft 
and  bearings,  bevel-gear  system,  a  groove  or  slot,  that  could  easily  bo 
turned,  supplied  with  scrapers  of  vulcanized  fiber.  Each  cylinder 
to  measure  COO  millimeters  (23.6  inches)  in  diameter  and  '2,.500  milli- 
meters (98.4  inches)  in  length. 

The  cylinders  for  oats  to  be  of  zinc  sheets  with  milled  cells, 
meausring  9  millimeters  (0.354  inch)  in  diameter  and  5  millimeters 
(0.197  inch)  in  depth;  to  serve  for  separating  oats  and  barley  free 
from  the  wheat,  to  be  equipped  with  the  same  parts  as  the  cylinders 
for  separating  cockle.  Each  cylinder  to  measure  800  millimeters  (31.5 
inches)  in  diameter  and  3,000  millimeters  (118.1  inches)  in  length. 


AUEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  GFTICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  he  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


AnwrtcJalbotJ 

dam,  Harold  D 

Cfaamberlin,  QeoigB  E. 

Donaldson,  Chester 

HamoOfOeorgeC 

UorgaD,  Henrjr  H 

Smith,  Joeeph  A 

Bpabr,  Uemum  L. 

wlnslow,  Edvard  D. . , 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WUlrich,  Oebbard , 

WaddeU,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany . . . 
Calgary,  Albert9,Can- 

ada. 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port    Limon,    Costa 
Rica. 

Bwatow,  China 

Hamburg,  Germany. . 


Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 
Copenhagen,  Donmarli 


St.  Pierre,  Hiquelon  . 

Quebec,  Ontario 

Athens,  Greece 


Doc.  25 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Dec.  30 
Dec.     1 

Jan.  16 
Dec  1 
Dec.  11 


Dec.  2."> 
..do... 
Dec.  3a 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Saugerties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  U  Chambcrlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn.,  until  Dec  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkors,  N.  Y. 

120  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty.socond 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  Stat",  Washhigton,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  District  Odicc,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chirago,  111. 
2236  Q  Struct.  WaKhinglon,  D.  C. 
Deportment  of  Slate,  Wasliiugton,  D.  C. 
Do. 
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MOVEMEHT  OF  COAL  AND  COKE. 

The  movemeut  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leading  eastern  raiboads 
during  Augtist  and  eight  months  ending  August,  1915  and  1916, 
follows: 

AUOUBT. 


('Iii.ss«<<  and  mUroods. 


Ortginatbig  on  due. 


1915 


nit 


Rtoeired  Iroin  connee- 

tioDS. 


1«15 


1918 


Total. 


1915 


1916 


FOB  SETENCE  ONLY. 

AnthnciU: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buflalo,  Rochester  & 

Pittsbonh 

Buflalo  &  Susqaehanna... 

Chesap«a]ce  &  Ohio 

Erie 

HantlnKdon  <Si  Broad  Top 

UouQiain. 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg,  Bli&wmat   & 

Northern 

Virginian 

Woslom  Maryland 


Siortton*. 


akortUnu. 


138 

«S7,S62 


191 
071,1.01 


SkoHlom. 
U4,4M 

5.635 

379 

1,669 

114,497 


896,361 


444,674 
4J' 


346,896 
221 

28,  in 


akortloiu. 
81,436 

7,607 

277 

1,660 

101,468 

35 
566,624 

1,165 
301 

2S,702 


Skort  tont. 
114,456 

5,635 

379 

1,807 

802,099 


743,267 

221 

84 

26,471 


Total. 


1,081,061 


1,116,408 


810,  :iOS 


779,055 


1,691,369 


Bituintaious: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buflalo,  Bochester  & 

Pittsburgh 1 

Buflalu  &  Susquehanna... 

Chesapeake  &  Oliio 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Brood  Top 

Mountain. 

New  Yort  Central  (Bnf- 

talo  and  cast) 

Norfolk  &  Woslom 

rrnnsylvnnia 

I'lllsburg,    Shawmut  & 

Northcni -. 

Virginian 

Wcsicm  Maryland 


3,633,747 

040,687 

93,784 

2,080,606 

18,340 

58.105 

629,251 
2,315,6(0 
3,490,897 

182.728 
347.367 
292,113 


2,635,199 

865,081 

140, 4S3 

2,103.27) 

to,  104 

CSX,  107 
2,261.084 
S,8I2,S(» 

ai9,806 
400,572 
333,913 


:ii<j,:«o 

7,iOO 

29 

156,019 

527,628 

34,248 


&l«,208 
1,843 


223,069 
707,230 

30,387 


446,318 
360.r.T8 

TOO 
43,327 

S2S,00-' 


519,917 
480,125 

,-.76 
01,767 
530,725 


3,153,116 

648, 0S7 

93,813 

2,236,623 

645,868 

82,353 

529,251 
2,762,018 
3,847,575 

183,428 
392,091 
820,115 


Total. 


12.689, 195 


13,556,879 


2,005,748 


3,101,947 


rOB  COMPANY  FUEI.. 

Anthracite: 

Eric 

I'cnnsylvanla 


10,397 
9,760 


18,860 
8,898 


51 
11.743 


11,667 


15,2iM,943 


10,148 
21,503 


Total. 


20,157 


27,758 


11,794 


11,557 


31,951 


lliiuminous: 

Ballimorc  &  Ohio 

Biinala,  Rochester  St 

Pittsburgh 

Buflalo  &  Susquehanna . . 

Chesapeake  &Ohio 

Krio 

llunthiedonA  Broad  Top 

Mountain 

Sew  York  Central  (Bul- 

ialoand  east) 

.Norfolk  &  Woslcm 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg,    Shawmut   & 

Northern 

Virginian 

Western  M;)ryland 


458,256 

45,695 

5,737 

157.906 

155;  986 

2,116 

260,701 
200.995 
765,228 

6,300 
19,018 
45,810 


401,227 

57,711 

9,114 

168,381 

116,432 


206,514 

222,593 
597,631 

10.041 

29,000 
19,807 


17,511 


1  053 


166,000 


163,962 


30,005 
13 


45,346 
12 


1.50 
1.712 


246 

178 


175,797 

45,605 

6,737 

157,996 

311,986 

2,116 

260,701 
243,600 
765,241 

6,300 
19.168 
47,662 


ToUI. 


<IJKK  roH  BEVENUK   AND 


BalUmtii   vt  Ohio 

Bldaio,  Itnehestrr  A 
bnrgh 


I'itts- 


2,119,807 

2*',  779 
■■SH.'Ml 


t,?e9,«89 


:  34, 094 

29,111 


212,021 

IV),  584 
7,110 


213,887 

115,397 
14,689 


2,331,888 

654,863 
14,  OU 


Short  Imu. 
81,436 

7,807 

277 

1,741 

773,059 

35 
1,001,198 

1,165 

343 

28,702 


1.8BS,4« 


3,181,407 

867,027 

140,483 

2,326,348 

723,916 

120,491 

628,167 
-',781,001 
4,292,627 

iTO.SSJ 
462,33.« 
864.63s 


16,0o8,S2i-. 


18,860 
20,455 


39,315 


K6,28U 

67,711 

0,111 

168,381 

279,381 

2,43'< 

206,514 
267,939 
697,043 

10,041 
29,316 
60,085 


2.083,77? 

349,401 
44,103 
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Originating  on  Una. 

BecelTOd  Irom  connec- 
tions. 

Total. 

1915 

19M 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

COEI    roK    BETBNUB     ADD 

rvxi.— continued. 
Bnfialo&  Bosqnelianna 

Skorttom. 
49.693 
13.081 

Short  font. 
38.729 
84,705 

Short  lom. 

Short  lont. 

Short  lont. 
49.693 
25.010 
127,817 

9,192 

73,615 

1,135,645 

31.620 

Short  ton*. 
38.729 

11,929 
127,817 

83 

410 

281,647 

26,781 

8.909 
121,819 

102 

7.830 

249.758 

6639 

43,6U 

Srie               

121,819 
9.023 

Himtbi(don  &   Broad  Tap 
Mountain 

9.129 

73.205 

854.098 

4.839 

8.921 
162.770 
924.126 

6,643 

160,100 

1,173,884 

13,182 

Total 

1,330.255 

1,429,302 

521,241 

624.553 

1,891,496 

1  953  855 

EIOHT  IfOMTBS  ENDING  AUGUST. 


fOB  BEVKMITE  OMLT. 

Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

BuQalo,    Rochester  & 

Pittsburgh 

BuflaioA  SuMuebanna... 

Chesapoalce  &  Ohio 

Erie 

Hantingdon&  Broad  Top 

Uoumatn. , 

Pennsylvania 

Plttslwrg,   Shawntnt  & 

Northern 

Vlrginiiin 

Western  Uaty  land , 


Total 

Bituminous: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Roeboster  & 
PittsburRh. 

Bulldo  &  Susquehanna . . 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio 

Eric 

Huntingdon  &  Brood  Top 
Ifonntaln 

New  York  Central  (Buf- 
falo and  east) 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Petmsylvania 

Pittstnirg,  Shawmot  & 
Northern 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Total. 


los  coHF&irr  fobl. 


Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Ohio . 

Erie 

Pennsylvania 


Total. 


IV,    SAVVUVBkCC     «( 

soor^ 

lo  &  busqnehanna. . 
peake*  dUo 


Bituminous. 

Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

Boflalo,  Kocbaster  A 

PIttsr 
Boflaio 
Chesapeake 

Erie 

Bnntlngdan  A  Broad  Top 

Hotmtaln 

New  York  Central  (Bnl- 

Wo  and  east) , 

Norfolk  it  Wastam 

Pennsylvania.... 


1.083 
4.906,049 


3,663,792 


8.571,292 


16,840,010 

4,661,  n8 

633,221 

13,412,699 

130,969 

439,343 

3,933,2M 
14,571,987 
25,155,020 

1,435,152 
2,240.467 
2,181,489 


85,625,309 


176.958 
86,627 


283,485 


2,788,243 

354,893 

60.524 

I,306.3'S3 

1,115,825 

19.671 

1,778.589 
1,  £94,174 

4,846,267 


748 
5,323,026 


3.866,474 


186 


9.190.434 


19,259,080 

6,170.071 

1,002,148 

16,684,695 

141,877 

519,163 

5,185,046 
16,977,825 
28,510,406 

2,013,156 
3,034,686 
2,441.603 


101,839,746 


128,582 
89,448 


218,030 


3,780,193 

479.450 

72,389 

1,423,481 

925,875 

22,152 

1,652,333 

1,785,618 
5,288,904 


791,203 

1  2,965 

3.974 

8.461 

1,008,396 

249 
3,147,601 

7,277 

720 

215.116 


5,285.957 


4,137,120 

38,449 

240 

996,638 

3,936,997 

177,813 


2,071,661 
2,548,055 

4,687 

300,897 

3,360,608 


17,573,065 


142 
754 

126.360 


127,250 


73,992 


1,149,836 


178,181 
178 


940,220 

109,312 
4.282 
8.985 

905,148 

465 
3,901,274 

8,484 

2,403 

225,301 


6.195,874 


4,530,888 

25,425 

128 

1,649,337 

6,667,335 

238,827 


3,699,960 
4,066,070 

5,286 

477,000 

3,114,138 


23,374,402 


36 

145 

122,373 


122,654 


102,655 


1,317,312 


344,201 
711 


791,298 

102.965 

3  974 

9.544 

5,914,445 


6,811,293 

7.277 

1,088 

215,116 


13,857,249 


20,977,130 

4,700,167 

633,461 

14,409,337 

4,067,966 

617,156 

3,923,294 
16,643,548 
27,703,076 

1,438,839 
2,541,364 

6,642.097 


103,106,434 


142 
177.712 
212.887 


390,741 


2,802,235 

354,893 

60,524 

1,308.353 

2,286,661 

19,671 

1,778.689 
1,770,355 
4,846,446 


940,22) 

100.312 

4,282 

9,T33 

6,318,174 

465 

7,767.748 

8,484 

2.589 

225.301 


15, 386. 303 


23,789,978 

0,195,499 
1,002.274 
18,234,032 
5,709,212 

757,989 

6,185,046 
20,677,785 
32,678,476 

2,018,442 
3,511,686 

6,666,741 


125,214,148 


38 

128,727 
211.821 


340.584 


3,882,848 

479,450 

72,389 

1,423.481 

2.243,187 

22.152 

1,652,333 
2,129,822 
5,239,615 
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Olnssis  an  1  railroads. 

Originating  on  Una. 

Becelv  ed  from  oonneo- 
tions. 

Total. 

1915 

191S 

1915 

1916 

1916 

U16 

FOB  COJIPAST  rcEL— «m. 

B  Uiunlnous— Continued. 
Pittsburg,  Shawnmt    & 
Nortlien] ,,,, 

Short  lom. 

56,976 
156,161 
360,612 

Short  MU. 

91,306 
176,161 
382,225 

Short  toM. 

Short  totu. 

Short  ton*. 

55,978 
156,470 
383,550 

Short  totu. 

91,386 
203,782 
418.646 

319 
2,947 

27,621 

36,421 

Western  Usryland 

Total 

14,439,278 

16,080,186 

1,403,453 

1,828,924 

15,842,731 

17,908.110 

COKK  FOB  RBVENOT   AITO 
TVKL. 

Baltiniora&  Oliio 

Buffalo,  Rocliester  &  Pitts- 
burgh             •■.• 

1,705,178 

273,220 

393,353 

73,937 

2,268,484 

265,274 
308,817 
285,812 

644,069 
75, 9n 

671,549 
108,075 

349,191 
892,353 
157,014 
715,287 

43,415 

591,895 

7,223,840 

2,940,033 
373  M) 

Budalo  &  Susquohinna 

308,817 

83,077 
:i5,2S7 

633 

7,128 

1,866,964 

09,630 
781,088 

4,207 

63,923 

3,149,064 

70 

30 

94,280 

355,332 
<1!1,08« 

nontinedon  &  Broad  Top 
Mountftln 

42,782 

684,767 

6,356,886 

63,027 
1,317,307 
^633,172 

S7,!B4 
1,381,230 
9,682.236 

70 

Norfolk  and  Western 

FennsrlTnnla 

Pittsburg,    Sbairmut     4 
Northern 

Vlrghilan 

30 

34,667 

60,841 

163,612 

188,179 

155,130 

Total 

8,463,790 

12,092,  ;34 

3,546,621 

3,941,813 

12,010,411 

16,03(,5i; 

Note.— Totals  do  not  include  amounts  of  ooal  reoel  ed  hj  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  from 
connections.  The  Southern  Railway  transported  from  the  Tennessee  and  ALiharan  districts  207.767 
short  toiK  of  bituminous  coal  in  July,  1916,  and  266,000  short  tons  in  July,  1918. 


AtrSTSIAir  HATCH  TAX. 


IVleo  (Consul  Robert  8.  TowDsend,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Sept.  2M 

On  September  19  there  went  into  effect  in  Austria  a  tax  of  2  helloiv 
(0.40G  cent)  on  each  box  of  matches  sold  within  the  Empire.  Upon 
payment  of  this  tax  a  stamp  will  be  placed  on  the  box  by  the  proper 
officials. 

Since  September  10  Austrian  factories  have  been  allowed  to  make 
only  matches  having  a  registered  trade-mark.  It  is  now  incumbent 
upon  dealers  to  see  that  the  proper  trade-mark  appears  on  all  the 
Austrian  matches  they  handle  and  that  the  prescribed  tax  stamp  is 
affixed  to  all  their  foreign  matches.  If  these  stamps  or  trade-marks 
be  absent  the  purchaser  must  report  this  fact  within  24  hours  to  the 
financial  authorities  in  order  to  save  himself  a  fine. 

The  maximum  wholesale  and  retail  prices  for  matche.s  are  to  be 
regulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  in  agreement  with  the  Ministry 
of  (^ommerce. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAXT  OF  FOBEIGH  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHESCE. 


BlSTRICr  OFnCES. 
SKW  YOBK:  Boom  409,  CntonboKr. 
BOKTO>':  1801  Customhoise. 
«niir.\eO:  504  Federal  Balldlaf. 
KT.  LOnS:  402  Third  Xitlonal  Baak 
ATLANTA:  521  Pout  Office  Batldlng. 
»EW  ORLEANS:  lOSO  nihernla  Bank 
SAK  FRANCISCO :  S07  CBstomkoafif. 
SEATTLE:  848  Heary  BnlMlait. 


Bunding. 
Bttlldlag.' 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 
CLEVELAND:  Ckaaber  ol  CoBaeret. 
CIKCIKNATIi  Oaabei  of  Cbwune. 
ONCDIRATI:  C  N.  0.  ft  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANflELES:  Ckanbcr  of  Goueice. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ckaaber  oT  Coanune. 
CHATTANOOflA:  8o«U  American  Ageat,  SoaUf 

em  Bt.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEO.:  Ckaaber  of  GeauMre*. 
DATTON:  fireater  Darton  AmoelatleB. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS.  525 

USE  OF  BOX  SHOOK?  FOS  CHIHESE  FKOBUCTS. 

[Connd  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Sbanghal,  Aug.  31.1 

The  Shanghai  market  is  supplied  largely  with  shooks  of  local 
manufacture,  but  Japanese  goods  offer  increasingly  active  competi- 
tion in  both  quality  and  price.  The  principal  users  of  shooks  are 
the  manufacturers  of  candles,  soaps,  and  cigarettes.  On  account  of 
the  high  price  of  zinc  sheets,  match  manufacturers  are  now  substitut- 
ing wooden  boxes,  but  inasmuch  as  one  of  these  boxes  costs  about 
three  times  more  than  the  far  superior  zinc  case  did  before  the  war, 
it  is  not  expected  that  the  present  substitution  of  shooks  will  be 
permanent. 

Probably  the  largest  user  of  box  shooks  in  China  is  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.  of  New  York  (Shanghai -agency).  The  company  has  been 
using  about  200,000  sets  of  shooks  a  year  in  connection  with  its  candle 
factory  at  Tientsin,  but  within  a  very  short  time  a  new  candle  factory 
will  be  opened  at  Hankow,  where  an  additional  200,000  will  be 
required.  All  box  shooks  are  now  being  supplied  by  the  local  office 
of  a  foreign  lumber  concern,  which  has  so  far  underbid  all  Chinese 
and  Japanese  competitors. 
Tapanete  AotiTe  in  SeeklBg  Trade. 

American  box  shooks  frequently  have  been  offered  in  this  market, 
but  <Mily  at  prices  double  those  asked  by  local  manufacturers  or 
Japanese  importers.  I  am  informed,  furthermore,  that  the  Japanese 
manufacturers  are  making  a  persistent  effort  to  secure  the  business, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when,  despite  the 
import  dutjr,  they  will  offer  goods  of  a  suitable  quality  at  competing 
prices.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  American  shooks  would,  even 
at  a  slightly  higher  price  than  that  asked  for  Japanese  shooks, 
find  a  ready  sale  on  account  of  the  superiority  of  the  American  lum- 
ber, which  is  kiln  dried,  and  free  from  the  tendency  of  the  Japanese 
pine  to  swell  and  shrink  with  variations  in  the  weather. 

The  requirements  of  the  office  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  at  Shanghai 
are: 

Dimensions  of  boxes :  The  candles  are  made  in  three  sizes — 9-ounce, 
12-ounce  and  15-ounce  packages  of  6  each,  with  25  packages  to  the 
case.    The  inside  dimensions  of  the  cases  are : 


Faclcag«9. 

Length. 

width. 

Height. 

9^)UQce              ,    ..,,,,...,...........-.....-...•. .......*........ 

Indu*. 
IIH 

IZil 
14H 

Indut. 

S 

Jncko. 

9M 

There  are  two  important  reasons  for  the  greater  popularity  at  this 
port  of  shooks  of  local  manufacture.  The  demand  is  uncertain,  and 
the  consumer  is  unwilling  to  contract  for  shooks  beyond  his  orders, 
and  heavy  stocking  by  the  shook  importer,  entirely  at  his  own  rist, 
is  necessary  in  order  to  meet  sudden  demands.  The  local  manu- 
facturer can  produce  on  short  order  shooks  of  any  description.  In 
the  second  place,  the  foreign  manufacturer  is  obliged  to  add  to  his 
prices  the  import  duty  of  6  per  cent  ad  valorem,  which  the  local 
manufacturer  escapes,  as  well  as  a  surtax  amounting  to  5  per  cent 
(conservancy  3  per  cent,  and  wharfage  dues  2  per  cent)  of  the  cus- 
twns  duty  on  goods  entering  Shanghai.  In  addition,  the  producers 
here  state  that  shooks  can  be  made  more  cheaply  by  hand  in  Shanghai 
than  by  machinery  here  or  elsewhere. 
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Increaied  Tonnage  May  Change  CoaditloBt. 

Foreign  consumers  do  not  always  set  considei-ations  of  price  above 
tiiose  of  quality,  and  the  superiority  of  the  American  shook,  cou- 
pled with  more  favorable  prices  than  those  hitherto  quoted,  may 
make  it  possible  for  American  manufacture's  to  compete  success- 
fully against  Japanese  imiwrts  at  least,  and  even  against  the  local 
product.  With  the  advent  of  additional  tonnage  in  the  trans- 
Pacific  trade  a  steady  decline  in  freight  rates  is  almost  assui'ed,  and 
for  this  reason  alone  new  lines  of  American  goods  are  expected  to 
make  their  appeai-ance  on  the  market.  Lower  freights  will  do  much 
to  equalize  the  chances  of  both  American  and  Japanese  manufac- 
turers in  competing  in  this  market,  while  in  quality  the  advantage 
liiis  always  been  with  the  American  article. 

The  only  complaint  against  American  shooks  that  has  come  to  my 
attention  is  that  Oregon-pine  shooks  have  a  tendency  to  crack  when 
pierced  with  nails.  The  Japanese  soft  pine,  however,  is  far  in- 
ferior to  the  American  spruce  or  poplar  shook,  and  especially  so 
when  not  kiln-dried. 

Specifications  for  lumber :  The  shooks  must  be  one-half  inch  thick 
for  the  ends,  and  three-eighths  inch  thick  for  the  ades,  tops,  and  bot- 
toms. All  ends  and  sides  must  be  in  one  piece,  but  tops  and  bottoms 
may  be  in  two  pieces.  All  parts  must  be  planed  smooth  enough  on 
one  side  to  permit  of  clear  printing.  The  ends  and  sides  must  be 
packed  separately  and  in  assorted  sizes. 

Requirements :  With  the  two  factories  in  operation,  one  in  Tientsin 
and  the  other  in  Hankow,  as  many  as  200,000  cases  or  sets  of  ^ooks 
will  be  needed  at  each  place,  and  it  is  estimated  that  of  the  total  out- 
put of  candles  about  80  per  cent  will  be  in  the  12-ouncc  package  size. 
vVhile  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Shanghai  are  also  wanted,  quotations  c.  i.  f. 
Tientsin  and  Hankow  are  much  to  be  preferred. 
American  Shooks  Favored  if  Prices  are  Satisfactory. 

AU  correspondence  in  this  connection  should  be  addressed  to  the 
hibricating-oil  department  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New  York, 
Shanghai,  China.  The  company  appears  anxious  to  buy  American 
shooks,  provided  suitable  prices  can  be  agreed  upon. 

Among  the  other  users  of  shooks  in  this  port  it  is  estimated  that 
local  soap  factories  use  from  150,000  to  250,000  cases  a  year,  and  that 
the  demand  for  egg  cases  averages  more  than  100,000  per  season,  ex- 
tending from  October  to  April.  There  is  a  fair  demand  for  packing 
cases  K>r  cigarettes,  as  Shanghai  has  a  number  of  cigai-ette  manu- 
facturers, one  firm  using  approximately  3,000  cases  a  month. 
Other  Xannfactnrers  at  Shanghai. 

Among  the  candle  and  soap  manufacturers  of  Sluinghai  ai-e  the 
Asiatic  Petroleum  Co.  (Ltd.),  and  Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.  (Ltd.), 
the  latter  being  a  branch  of  the  London  factory  of  the  same  name. 
As  these  two  concerns  are  British  and,  I  am  told,  prefer  to  buy 
British  goods  if  possible,  it  is  not  thought  that  they  will  be  in  the 
market  for  American  shooks,  unless  special  inducements  are  offei'ed. 
The  few  native  candle  and  soap  factories  are  conducted  on  a  very 
small  scale,  and  business  with  them  can  be  conducted  only  through  the 
medium  of  commission  agents. 

Among  the  manufacturers  and  distributers  of  cigarettes  in  Shang- 
hai, the  largest  is  the  British-American  Tobacco  Co.,  which  has  a 
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large  organization  operating  in  China,  with  traveling  men  who  pene- 
trate the  interior,  and  branch  offices  in  the  treaty  and  trade  ports.  It 
is  in  the  cigarette  trade  more  than  in  any  other  that  the  demand  for 
shocks  is  so  uncertain,  but  advance  orders  for  certain  conservative 
quantities  are  usually  given. 

[A  comprehensive  discussion  of  Chinese  markets  for  American  forest  products 
is  given  In  Special  Agents  Series  No.  104  of  tlie  publications  of  the  Bureau  of 
Forei^  and  Domestic  Commerce,  "China  and  ImkMlJhiBa  Marlcets  for  American 
Lumber,"  which  maj  be  obtained  at  5  cents  per  copy  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  tUs- 
trict  offices  of  the  Bureau.  A  list  of  commission  merchants  and  users  of  shooks 
In  Shanghai  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80868.1 


AHESICAN  PHTSICIAHS  AND  DENTISTS  IN  BRAZIL. 

[ConsQl  General  Alfred  L.  Morean  Oottschalk,  Rio  dc  Janeiro.] 

Among  the  questions  which  are  frequently  asked  of  the  Rio  do 
Janeiro  consulate  general  is  one  concerning  the  requirements  for  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Brazil.  There  are  only  two  American  phy- 
sicians or  surgeons  in  this  country ;  both  of  them,  born  of  American 
parents  residing  in  Brazil,  were  brought  up  here  from  childhood  and 
then  went  to  the  United  States  to  study.  It  may  be  well  for  Ameri- 
can physicians  or  surgeons,  who  think  of  settling  in  Brazil,  to  know 
that  in  order  to  pass  the  reauired  examination  here  they  must  be 
prepared  on  the  usual  medical-university  subjects  and  must  pass  an 
examination  in  the  Portuguese  language  without  an  interpreter  to 
assist  them. 

Similar  letters  are  often  received  here  from  dentists,  to  which  a 
formal  reply  is  usually  made  to  about  the  following  effect : 

In  order  to  pass  an  examination  liere  the  foreign  dentist  must  bo  pr^aretl 
on  the  usual  dental-course  requirements,  and  must  stand  an  examination  in 
Portuguese  without  the  help  of  an  interpreter,  nor  cotiM  he  build  up  a  practice 
without  speaking  Portuguese. 

Sneoess  of  Americas  Dentists.  ' 

With  dentists,  however,  the  case  is  very  much  different  from  what 
it  is  with  the  physician,  and  many  American  dentists  have  settled 
and  prospered  in  this  country.  There  are  some  20  of  them  in  this 
city  and  vicinity  [their  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  81605]  and  they  are  certain  to 
receive  anywhere  from  30  to  50  milreis  ($7.50  to  $12.50  U.  S.)  per 
hour  for  their  work,  which  is  a  considerable  advance  upon  the  usual 
earnings  of  men  of  their  profession  in  the  United  States.  Most  of 
the  American  dentists  who  have^  practiced  in  Brazil  have  come  here 
as  assistants  to  some  local  practitioner  under  a  2-year  contract,  and 
at  its  expiration  have  then  either  entered  into  partnership  with  their 
former  employer  or  branched  out  for  themselves  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  language  and  some  patronage  which  their  work  has  won  for 
them  among  uie  people  here. 

In  order  to  avoid  misconceptions  and  possible  bitterness  it  has 
been  the  practice  of  this  office,  when  addressed  on  this  subject, 
always  to  state  clearly  to  the  professional  man  who  is  coming  here 
under  contract  that  the  cost  of  living  in  .  Brazil  may  safely  be 
reckoned  at  one-half  more — some  people  say  it  is  twice  as  much— - 
than  the  cost  of  living  in  cities  of  similar  size  in  the  United  States. 
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POBEI&N  TRADE  WPOSTUHITIES. 

Urgerved  addi-etut's  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bares*  and  its  diatriet  oMcca.  Bmgest 
for  cacb  oppoi-tuolty  aboold  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atate  •ppartanitr  aaarter. 
Tbc  Bareaa  does  not  fumiab  credit  ratinas  or  assume  responsIUIlt;  as  totbc  standlns 
ot  foreign  Inquirers;  tbe  usual  precautions  sboold  be  taken  In  all  cases,  flrmbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  ofllcers :  t  Reported  by  commercial  attach^  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Dliect  inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureao. 


Biscuits 22S86 

Buckles 22i>S« 

Cacao 22927 

Cereals 22927 

Cocoanut    butter 22927 

Commeal  and  flour 22927 

Cream  and  milk 22930 

Crucibles 22926 

Extracts 22927 

ilooks  and  eyes 22986 

Lumber 22988 


HacUne  tools S2928 

Machinery 2S9tt 

Motors 229M 

Unslcal  Instruments 22980 

Needles,  knitting 22986 

Paper 22982, 22988 

Pumps 22925,22984 

Stationery 22988 

Tweed  piece  goods 22929 

Wire,  telegraph 22981 

Water  supply  systems 22934 


22925.* — X  pabllc  service  company  in  Venesnela  is  lu  the  market  for  a  motor- 
driven  centrifngal  pump,  capable  of  pumping  750  gallons  of  water  per 
minute,  against  a  discliarge  bead  of  125  feet    Ck)rrespondence  in  Englisli. 

22926.t — ^A  man  in  Russia  is  Interested  in  cmcibles  for  melting  iron.  He  desires 
to  place  a  trial  order  immediately  for  tbree  or  four  barrels,  containing  10 
to  15  eacb,  and  costing  from  approximately  $14  to  $30  each. 

22027.* — ^An  import  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  exclusive 
agencies  for  extracts  of  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  flowers,  vanilla  extract, 
cereals,  flour,  corn  meal,  cacao  and  cocoanut  butter.  Correspondence  in 
English.    References. 

22S>28A — A  flrui  in  Australia  wishes  to  get  in  touch  with  Aiuerii-au  manufacturers 
of  wood  mortise  chains,  guide  bars,  and  sprockets.  Reference.  A  i-ata- 
logue  describing  these  tools  may  be  inspected  at  the  Buivau  or  Its  district 
oflices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  1941). 

22ir29.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Canada  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for 
tweed  piece  goods  for  the  manufacture  of  women's  coat«<  nnd  suits.  Refer- 
ences. 

22{>30.* — An  American  consul  in  Brazil  rejiorts  that  inquiries  are  recei\-0(l  at 
ills  ofllce  for  musical  instruments,  especially  band  Instruments.  Catalogues 
and  other  descriptive  literature  from  lntereste<1  firms  are  desired. 

221)31.* — The  head  of  the  supply  department  of  a  railway  company  in  China 
desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  galvanized  telegraph  wire, 
of  which  the  company  needs  7,000  poods  (about  126  tons;  1  pood  =  36.1128 
pounds).    Correspondence  in  Russian  or  English. 

22tt32.t — A  firm  in  northern  Africa  desires  quotations  on  paper,  a  sample  of 
which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  oflices.  (Refer  to 
Misoel.  No.  1(53).     References. 

22033.* — A  business  man  In  Cut>a  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  machinery  and  lumber.    Reference. 

22034.Y — A  inau  in  France  desires  to  make  connections  with  American  firms 
In  a  position  to  supply  pumps,  i-eservoirs,  motors,  etc.,  used  for  water- 
supply  systems  for  hotels,  hospitals,  colleges,  etc.  The  aid  of  American 
capital  Is  also  desired  in  the  organization  of  a  company  to  handle  Intalla- 
tlons  of  this  character. 

220.35.t — A  knitting  company  In  the  United  States,  using  foreign-made  machinery 
and  needles,  desires  to  communicate  with  American  mantifactnrers  in  a 
position  to  supply  needles  for  these  machines. 

'22936.* — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  is  in  the  market  for  sterilised  and  condensed 
milk;  sterilized  cream;  biscuits;  hooks  and  eyes;  buckles,  and  printing 
papers  and  stationery. 
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BSmSH  IMFOBT  FBOHIBITION  ON  CHESTNTTr  EZTBACT. 

(Cablegram  from  Americap  conaol  general,  London,  Oct.  27.] 

Army  council  orders  that  no  person  shall  buy,  sell,  deal  in,  or 
make  delivery  of  chestnut  extract  imported  from  any  country  other 
than  an  allied  country  or  dependencies  thereof  after  August  1,  1916, 
except  under  permission  of  Director  of  Army  Contracts. 

[The  Importation  of  chestnut  extract  was  prohibited  by  a  proclamation  dated 
Aug.  18,  1916  (see  CbMiiKRCE  Reports  for  Aug.  23,  1916).] 


TAPAITESE  LABOB  FOB  BBAZIL. 

[Vice  Consul  H.  D.  Klrjassoff,  Yokohama,  Japan,  Oct.  12.] 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Tadao  Kamiya,  of  the  Oriental  Emigration 
Co.,  who  went  to  Brazil  representing  his  own  company  as  well  as 
the  South  American  Emigration  Co.  and  the  Morioka  Emigration 
Co.  to  negotiate  with  the  Brazilian  Government  for  the  transport  of 
Japanese  laborers  to  Brazil,  has  successfully  concluded  arrangements 
to  send  20,000  Japanese  to  Brazil  within  two  years.  A  group  of 
5,000  men  will  be  sent  twice  a  year,  in  the  spring  and  autumn,  and 
the  Brazilian  Government  will  contribute  £8  ($39)  toward  the  trans- 
portation expenses  of  each  emigrant. 


SPAIN'S  IMPOBTS  OF  WHEAT  AND  COBN  DUBING  AUGUST. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  9.1 

According  to  statistics  published  by  the  Spanish  Director  General  of 
Customs,  20,862  metric  tons  of  wheat  were  entered  at  Spanish  custom- 
houses during  August,  1916.  In  marked  contrast  to  previous  months 
only  5,407  tons  were  of  American  origin,  most  of  the  remainder  hav- 
ing come  from  Buenos  Aires.  Nearly  9,000  tons  of  all  the  wheat  im- 
ported were  discharged  at  the  port  of  Barcelona.  There  were  9,023 
tons  of  com,  chiefly  from  Argentina,  received  at  different  Spanish 
ports  during  the  same  month. 
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FBOSPECnVE  inCASAOTTAN  COFFEE  CBOF. 

IConnil  John  A.  GamoD,  Ooiinto,  Oct.  22.] 

A  survey  of  the  coming  coffee  crop,  made  in  September  by  the 
Corinto  consulate  with  the  aid  of  numerous  coffee  growers  and  buy- 
ers, indicates  a  probable  production  of  export  cofl^e  for  Nicaragua 
of  20,088,000  pounds,  or  about  6  per  cent  less  thai,  la-:*  year.  The 
following  table  gives  the  expected  production  by  district,  together 
with  the  estimated  exports  during  1915-16: 

District. 


Mataeal|ja.. 
Las  Siorms. . 
Los  Pueblos. 


Total I      22,2X,(m  |      20,938,000 

I  I 


The  actual  production  will  be  very  difficult  to  determine  until  the 
end  of  the  rainy  season.  Late  rains  extending  through  November 
would  cut  down  the  pro<luction  considerably.  Labor  seems  to  be 
plentiful  and  normal  in  price. 

Freight  rates  to  Europe  for  the  coming  season's  coffee  shipments 
have  been  published  by  the  leading  shipping  company's  agent  as  fol- 
lows: Cleaned  coffee — 150s.  ($36.50)  per  ton,  with  5  per  cent  reduction 
by  lines  in  the  conference  and  a  surcharge  of  90s.  {$21.90)  per  ton; 
sJiell  coffee — 180s.  ($43.80)  per  ton,  with  5  per  cent  reduction  by  lines 
in  the  conference,  and  a  surcharge  of  120s.  ($29.20)  per  ton.  Freight 
rates  to  the  United  States  for  the  coming  season  are  not  annoimced, 
but  slight,  if  any,  increase  is  expected. 

[NlcaruRua's  coffee  trade  for  the  first  half  of  the  current  year  was  reviewed 
In  CoMMEKCE  Uepobts  for  .\.ug.  23,  1916.] 


MOTION-PICTUBE  THEATEBS  IN  DENUABE. 

I  Vice  Consul  Axel  Pcrmtn,  Copeobagen,  Oct.  11.] 

There  are  some  200  film  theaters  in  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  with 
an  average  seating  capacity  of  150  each.  Admission  fees  range  from 
25  to  60  0re  ($0,067  to  $0.161) ;  the  performance  lasts  about  an  hour. 
Dramas  and  comedies  usually  make  up  the  programs,  very  few  scenic 
reels  being  shown.  Heretofore  Danish  films  have  been  most  favored, 
but  of  late  the  American  film  is  forging  ahead.  All  well-known 
American  brands  are  shown  here. 

There  are  only  four  concerns  buying  films  in  Denmark  and  these 
have  their  headquarters  in  Copenhagen.  [Their  addresses  may  be 
had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  81501.] 
The  motion-picture  theaters  rent  the  films  thig?  use  from  these  four 
firms,  but  the  rental  charged  is  not  stated.  The  price  usually  paid 
for  films  by  importers  averages  about  90  0re  per  meter,  or  $0,073  per 
foot. 

The  duty  on  new  and  used  films  imported  into  Denmark  is  70  fire 
per  kilo,  or  $8.61  per  100  poimds. 
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aXTAYAQTJIL  HAEEET  BEPOBT  FOBr  SEPTEMBER. 

[Vice  Consul  James  H.   Botb,  Goayaqnil,  Ecuador,  Oct.   11.] 

Durmg  September  there  was  a  decline  of  a  sucre  in  the  local  price 
paid  for  cacao,  as  this  did  not  correspond  with  the  European  and 
United  States  market  prices.  Arriba  superior  therefore  brought 
only  $12.29  per  100  pound.s.  Receipts  continue  to  be  large,  but 
practically  all  of  them  go  to  the  Association,  as  the  e.xporters  are 
still  keeping  out  of  the  market.  The  receipts  up  to  October  1,  1916, 
are  175,771  quintals  in  excess  of  those  for  1915.    The  shipments,  in 

Kunds,  for  the  month  were :  To  Denmark,  349,214 ;  France.  659,943 ; 
ilv,  35.239;  Norway,  279.010;  Spain,  442,278;  United  Kingdom, 
18.000;  United  States,  3,506,338;  a  total  of  5,290,022  pounds. 

The  coffee  market  was  firm  at  the  same  prices  that  prevailed 
during  August,  which  were  $7.63  for  first  grade  and  $7.20  for  second 
grade.  The  coffee  exported  during  September  amounted  to  705,770 
pounds,  shipped  to  the  following  countries:  To  Chile,  176,718; 
France,  104,821;  Italy,  61,683;  Panama,  68,822;  Peru,  6,160,  and 
Spain,  287,566  pounds. 

In  rubber  the  market  was  quiet,  the  quotations  of  $23.30  for 
maromas  and  $19.07  for  hojas  being  the  same  as  for  August.  Ship- 
ments amounted  to  15,077  pounds — all  going  to  the  United  States. 

Hide  prices  remained  stationary  during  the  month,  serranos  be- 
ing quoted  at  $17.80,  criollos  at  $16.95,  and  picados  at  $8.48.  The 
shipments,  which  amounted  to  114,702  pounds,  all  went  to  the  United 
States. 

The  tagua  market  has  been  very  quiet,  quotations  for  unshelled 
nuts  being  $0.85.    There  was  no  tagua  exported  during  the  month. 

Ecuador's  imports  durii^  September  amounted  to  71,599  pack- 
ages, weighing  4,925  tons.  They  were  from  the  following  countries : 
From  Chile,  1,624;  Cuba,  1;  France,  923;  Holland,  215;  Italy,  18; 
Panama,  6;  Peru,  173;  Salvador,  1,000;  Spain,  2,789;  Sweden,  1,392; 
United  Kingdom,  10,907;  United  States,  52,539;  and  Uruguay,  12. 
The  rate  of  exchange  on  the  United  States  was  236. 


BUILDING  OPEBATIONS  IN  STUTTGAET. 

[Consul   George  Nicolas  Iltt,   Stuttgart,  Germany,  Oct.   13.] 

Stuttgart  is  building  a  new  central  station  which,  when  completed, 
will  cost  $12,000,000.  This  was  commenced  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  but  several  handsome  bank  buildings  and  business  blocks 
have  been  commenced  and  completed  since. 

The  statistics  of  the  Municipal  Building  Department  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1916  show  the  issuance  of  600  building  permits,  calling 
for  construction  work  that  will  cost  $1,775,000.  During  1915,  1,000 
permits  were  issued  for  buildings  aggregating  in  cost  $2,330,000. 

The  600  building  permits  issued  during  the  first  half  of  the  cur- 
rent year  provide  for  apartment  houses  to  cost  $1,140,000  and  which 
will  add  310  new  dwellings  to  the  city;  for  industrial  buildings  to 
cost  $300,000;  extensions  and  additions,  $115,000;  other  buildings, 
$220,000.  In  1915  new  apartment  houses  containing  514  dwellings 
were  erected,  and  1916  promises  to  exceed  the  record  of  the  previous 
year  in  this  respect. 
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MUSICAL  DFSTBUHEXITS  IV  07ATEMALA. 

[Consul  Samael  C  Beat,  Guatemala  City,  Oct  24.] 

The  people  of  Guatemala  are  very  fond  of  music.    Their  most 

Sipular  programs  are  those  in  which  classical  selections  predominate, 
ahd,  orchestral,  and  marimba  music  constitute  an  mdispensible 
feature  of  all  public  festivals  and  entertainments. 

The  most  highly  prized  music  in  Guatemala  is  that  of  the  ma- 
rimba, a  sweet-toned  musical  instrument  said  to  have  been  invented 
by  the  "  Tecomate,"  a  tribe  of  Indians  of  the  State  of  Chiapas, 
Mexico.  The  original  form  of  the  instrument,  crude  in  structure, 
was  brought  to  Guatemala,  where  it  has  been  greatly  improved.  It 
resembles  the  xylophone  in  structure  and  manner  of  playing.  The 
keys,  strips  of  wood  graduated  in  length  to  the  musical  scale,  are 
made  of  two  kinds  of  wood  called  "  hormigo,"  not  unlike  cedar,  and 
"  aguacate."  The  keys  are  held  together  by  means  of  a  cord  drawn 
through  them.  There  are  45  tones  and  30  half  tonea  The  bass 
tones  are  given  by  the  long,  thick  slats,  the  high  tones  by  the  short, 
thin  slats.  The  keys  are  struck  with  two  small  rubber  hammers 
called  "  baquetas." 

The  marimba  is  about  8  feet  long,  and  varies  from  1  to  2  feet  in 
width.  The  soimding  board  beneath  the  keys  is  constructed  of  two 
kinds  of  wood,  "  taxiscob  "  and  "  ^achipilin,"  and  the  keys  are  made 
of  mahogany.    The  cost  of  a  marimba  is  from  $60  to  $125  gold. 

Karimbas  Shipped  to  the  Tnited  States. 

The  finest  marimbas  are  manufactured  in  Quezaltenango,  and  the 
most  skilled  operators  also  come  from  that  city,  which  is  the  second 
city  in  size  in  the  Republic.  Eight  operators  are  required  to  play  a 
marimba,  and  the  addition  of  a  oass  viol,  a  recent  innovation,  gives 
strength  and  volume  to  the  music. 

Four  marimbas  have  been  shipped  to  the  United  States,  and  several 
orders  are  now  being  filled  for  American  customers. 

Although  last  year  the  demand  for  pianos  was  not  large,  all  that 
were  imported  came  from  the  United  States.  Local  importers  state 
that  the  demand  for  these  musical  instruments  is  not  very  great  in 
Guatemala,  inasmuch  as  they  are  beyond  the  purchasing  power  of 
all  except  the  rich,  and  as  a  rule  the  local  importers  do  not  carry 
large  stocks.  Pianos  of  good  make,  however,  and  preferably  those 
specially  built  for  tropical  countries  (the  climate  of  which  is  rather 
hard  on  ordinary  pianos) ,  are  in  fair  demand. 
Change  in  Conditions  During  War  Period. 

Prior  to  the  European  war  the  great  majority  of  pianos  sold  in 
Guatemala  were  brought  from  Germany,  and  the  German  manufac- 
turers dominated  the  market  in  competition  with  pianos  from  the 
United  States  and  the  few  that  were  brought  from  other  foreign 
countries.  In  1915  the  total  number  of  pianos  imported  was  22,  and 
all  came  from  the  United  States.  The  dealers  report  that  an  in- 
strument of  German  make,  known  as  the  Bluthner  piano,  was  ^e 
greatest  seller  in  the  Guatemalan  market.  Not  only  was  it  cheaper 
and  had  a  better  finish  than  its  competitors  from  other  countries, 
but  it  was  specially  built  for  the  tropics,  and  maintained  its  tone 
longer  than  other  instruments.    The  cheaper  Bluthner  piano  could 
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be  bought  in  Germany  at  $90  to  $100  United  States  gold,  and  was 
sold  in  Guatemala  markets  for  $200.  Other  and  better  instrOments 
were  sold  up  to  $600.  The  highest  price  paid  for  a  piano  in  Guate- 
mala was  $1,000. 

Pianos  made  in  the  United  States  have  been  brought  in  during 
the  past  year  or  two  and  sold  at  $300  to  $900.  One  firm  alone  reports 
the  sale  last  year  of  10  pianos,  valued  in  the  aggregate  at  $5,000. 

There  is  a  close  relation  between  the  coffee  industry  and  the  piano 
business.  Whenever  there  is  a  good  year  for  coffee  in  Guatemala, 
there  is  a  better  demand  for  pianos.  There  are  said  to  be  at  least 
1,000  pianos  in  use  in  the  Eepublic.  A  decided  preference  is  shown 
by  Guatemalans  for  pianos  with  black  cases  and  finish,  and  for 
those  equipped  with  music  stands  and  candelabra  attachment.  Re- 
cently an  American  company  built  some  pianos  especially  to  meet 
this  demand,  and  the  dealers  state  that  they  had  a  ready  sale. 

TTAnsportatlon  Charges  and  Customi  Duties. 

It  costs  on  an  average  $70  to  bring  a  medium-sized  piano  from 
New  York  to  Guatemala  City,  and  of  this  amount  $15  to  $20  repre- 
sents the  transportation  charge  from  Puerto  Barrios  to  Guatemala 
City.  The  customs  duty  on  a  piano  averages  $70  or  $80  United 
States  gold.  It  is  computed  on  the  basis  of  weight,  at  the  rate  of 
17^  cents  United  States  gold  and  17^  cents  Guatemalan  currency  for 
each  kilo  (2.S  pounds,  or  $8.10  per  100  pounds. 

The  fact  that  selling  terms  by  German  manufacturers  and  dealers 
were  more  favorable  than  those  obtainable  in  the  United  States  is 
another  reason  given  for  the  preference  accorded  to  pianos  of  Ger- 
man make  by  tne  local  dealers.  The  German  manufacturers  gave 
six  months'  credit.  The  usual  terms  given  by  American  dealers  are 
30  days  net,  or  2  per  cent  discount  for  cash  within  10  days. 

It  is  believed  here  that  American  pianos  can  hold  the  market  that 
is  now  theirs  only  by  catering  to  local  demand  in  the  style  and  finish 
of  pianos,  and  building  instruments  which  are  adapted  for  a  tropical 
country. 
Trade  is  Talking  Kachlnes  and  Player  Pianos. 

It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  there  are  between  2,000  and 
2,500  talking  machines  of  every  description  now  in  use  in  the 
Republic  of  Guatemala.  The  first  machine  was  imported  from  the 
United  States  12  years  ago,  and  the  business  continued  to  expand 
until,  in  1915,  one  firm  alone  imported  200  machines  valued  in  the 
aggregate  at  $10,000.  They  are  retailed  locally  at  $16  to  $350  each. 
Contrary  to  the  customary  conditions  in  other  countries,  the  local 
dealers  report  that  the  more  costly  machines  and  the  finer  class  of 
records  are  in  the  greatest  demand. 

A  local  company  reports  sales  of  nearly  200  machines  in  Guatemala 
last  year,  and  it  expects  its  business  for  this  year  to  show  an  increase. 
The  majority  of  all  vocal  records  are  in  Spanish.  A  phonograph  is 
a  luxury  beyond  the  means  of  the  average  peon,  or  Indian,  and, 
thoxigh  he  shares  the  universal  love  of  music,  he  has  to  forego  the 
pleasure  that  the  ownership  of  a  machine  would  bring  him. 

[Lists  of  importers  of  and  dealers  In  pianos  and  pianolas,  graphophones,  and 
other  musical  instruments  in  Guatemala  City  may  be  obtaiuetl  from  tlie 
Boreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  oftlces. 
Refer  to  file  No.  81593.] 
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DE7EL0PMENT  OF  CATTLE  DTOITSTBY  IS  OTTATEMALA. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Guatemala  City,  Oct.  10.] 

The  construction  and  operation  at  an  early  date  of  a  packing  honse 
J,o  be  located  near  Quirigua,  Guatemala,  in  Honduras,  by  Rafael 
Rodezno,  a  wealthy  stock  owner  of  Guatemala  and  a  naturalized 
American,  is  expected  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  cattle-raising  industry 
in  Guatemala  and  in  Honduras,  especially  along  the  northern  or  Gulf 
coast. 

Mr.  Eedezno  has  obtained  a  concession  from  Honduras  by  the 
terms  of  which  he  is  authorized  to  build  and  operate  a  packing  plant 
on  his  ranch  of  100,000  acres  in  Honduras.  The  plant  will  have  the 
benefit  of  shipping  facilities  to  Puerto  Barrios  provided  by  the  lines 
of  the  International  Railway  of  Central  America.  Shipments  to  the 
United  States  or  other  foreign  countries  will  be  made  in  bond  through 
Guatemala. 

Machinery  has  been  ordered  from  the  United  States.    The  plant 
will  be  constructed  in  units,  and  the  initial  unit  will  have  capacity  of 
50  head  of  cattle  per  day.    The  cost  of  the  initial  unit,  with  equip- 
ment, is  estimated  at  $50,000. 
First  Packing:  House  in  Central  America. 

It  will  be  Central  America's  first  killing  plant  or  packing  house. 
Negotiations  looking  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  plant  in  Guate- 
mala, attempted  in  uie  past,  have  not  resulted,  it  is  said,  in  the  requir 
site  approval  and  concession  by  the  Government. 

It  IS  estimated  that  there  are  now  IfiOOfiOO  head  of  cattle  in  the 
Republic.  During  1915,  according  to  Government  reports,  100,000 
head  were  slaughtered.  The  native  cattle  are  much  smaller  than 
those  of  the  United  States.  The  characteristics  are  similar  to  those 
that  were  possessed  by  the  Texas  longhorns  before  that  variety  was 
improved  by  breeding.  A  native  steer's  weight  averages  850  pounds, 
but  they  may  be  quickly  improved  by  scientific  breeding.  Cattle 
owners  are  now  breeding  finer  stocks.  It  is  stated  that  400  bulls  were 
imported  from  the  United  States  last  year.  Hereford  and  Little 
Holstein  are  the  favorite  varieties  for  crossing  purposes.  After 
being  improved  in  this  way,  the  Guatemalan  steer  weighs  1,1QP  to 
1,200  pounds,  and  the  quality  of  the  meat  also  is  improved. 
Best  Banges  Along  Slopes  of  Pacific  Coast. 

The  best  ranges  of  the  Republic  are  along  the  slopes  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  although  cattle  are  also  raised  in  the  low  countries  of  the 
Gulf  coast  and  the  highlands  of  the  eastern  section.  From  the  lat- 
ter region,  however,  they  are  usually  taken  to  the  Pacific  coast  sec- 
tion for  fattening.  They  are  fed  entirely  on  grass  and  salt.  Guinea 
grass  and  pampas  grass  grow  luxuriantly  on  the  ranges,  and  cattle 
imported  from  Honduras  for  fattening  purposes  are  said  frequently 
to  double  their  weight  in  a  year.  On  the  Pacific  coast  ranges  an 
acre  and  a  half  of  land  is  usually  allotted  for  feeding  a  steer.  The 
cattle  recjuire  little  attention  so  ttiat  the  cost  of  fattening  is  reduced 
to  a  minimum. 

The  fact  that  cattle  are  abundant  and  healthy  as  a  rule  results  in 
a  great  demand  for  meat,  especially  as  it  is  cheap.  On  October  13, 
1916,  a  sale  was  made  in  Guatemala  City  of  a  consignment  of  fat 
cattle  at  $1.70  Guatemalan  currency  ($0.04  United  States  gold)  per 
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pound,  the  cattle  being  sold  on  the  hoof.  Locally  meat  is  retailed  at 
$3.50  to  $7  Guatemalan  currency  ($0.09  to  $0.17  cents  Ignited  States 
^old)  per  pound.  In  Guatemala  City,  and  generally  throughout  the 
Ilepublic,  in  the  absence  of  any  facilities  for  refrigerating,  meat  is 
consumed  on  the  same  day  that  the  animals  are  slaughtered. 
Attempts  to  Export  Cattle  TTsnally  Unsuccessful. 

On  account  of  quarantine  regulations  in  the  United  States  against 
the  tick  and  other  diseases,  and  an  export  head  tax  of  $60  Guate- 
malan currency  ($1.50  United  States  gold),  attempts  to  export  cattle 
on  the  hoof  from  this  country  usually  have  been  unsuccessful.  Act- 
ing under  a  special  concession  permitting  tlie  exportation  of  5,000 
head,  a  company  last  year  shipped  2,250  to  the  United  States.  T?he 
cattle  were  sold  to  the  packing  houses  of  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  for 
$0,065  United  States  currency  per  pound.  The  animals  were  sent  in 
three  shipments,  and  an  objection  was  made  to  the  last  shipment  be- 
cause a  few  of  the  cattle  showed  evidence  of  the  tick.  The  exporters 
were  advised  by  the  officials  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  that  Guatemalan  cattle  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter  as 
long  as  there  was  tick  infection  in  this  Republic.  They  were  further 
informed  that,  to  enter  the  United  State-s,  the  cattle  not  only  must 
be  free  of  tick  or  other  disease,  but  must  have  been  kept  in  a  zone 
free  from  tick  contagion  for  60  days  prior  to  shipment.  Leading 
growers  are  now  dipping  their  cattle  with  arsenic  and  other  ap- 
proved solutions.  They  are  generally  meeting  with  satisfactory 
results  in  their  e|forts  to  stamp  out  the  tick. 


bbazh's  ezposts  of  ooATSsms. 

[CoDsnl  General  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro.] 

Brazil  ships  yearly  some  $3,000,000  worth  of  goatsldns,  the  United 
States  talcing  much"  the  largest  proportion  of  these  cargoes,  as  the 
following  export  figures  show : 


Ports  and  countries. 


Total  exports 

Forts  or  shipment: 

Maronbao 

Belom  do  Hara , 

nba  do  Cajuelro 

Fortaleza 

NaUl 

CatMtdeUo 

Pemambuco , 

Uaoeia 

Bahia 

Bio  de  Janeiro , 

Countries  of  destination: 

Germany 

Belgium 

United  states 

Prance 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Portugal 


191 1 


«2, 778, 329 


2,0fl7 
31,233 
751, 8RS 
163, 139 
297,  M8 
323,432 
603,940 
(KM,  742 
34 

1«1,824 
135,612 
1,703,545 
3S7,G89 
389,659 


1912 


(3,115,309 


29,134 
32.289 
755,783 
137,873 
538, 7S3 
413,184 
621,131 
587,192 


130,718 

286,748 

1,98S,303 

632,832 

78,768 


1914 


$1,610,988 


55 


26,140 
412,876 
130,177 
130,017 
168,469 
382,896 
360,358 


12,374 

26,026 

1,252,826 

120, 167 

197,007 

2,235 

353 


1915 


$2,748,680 


12,203 

16,677 
592,850 
11S,9>7 
302,377 
357,423 
635,362 
695,541 

30,000 


2,690,590 
11,000 
47,090 


The  foregoing  values  represent  total  shipments  of  4,784,700  pounds 
of  goatskins  in  1911,  5,168,000  pounds  in  1912,  3,786,050  pounds  in 
1914,  and  6,873,575  pounds  in  1915. 
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FOBEIGH  TABIFFS. 

CANADA. 

[Supplement  to  Canada  Gazette,  July  1.] 
Bounty  on  Zinc. 

A  Canadian  act  of  Ma}-  18,  1916,  provides  that  when  the  standard 
price  of  zinc  or  spelter  on  the  London  market  falls  below  £36  9s.  3d. 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  a  bounty  equivalent  to  the  difference  may 
be  paid  on  zinc  and  spelter  mined  and  produced  in  Canada,  whicn 
contains  not  more  than  2  per  cent  of  impurities.  Such  bounty  is  not 
to  exceed  2  cents  per  pound,  however,  nor  is  it  to  be  paid  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  or  after  July  31,  1917.  The  total  amount 
payable  under  the  act  is  $400,000. 

JCEXICO. 

[Consul  Wm.  W.  Canada,  Vera  Cru«,  Aug.  18.] 
Hew  Customs  Tariff. 

A  new  customs  tariff  has  been  promulgated  by  the  Carranza  Gov- 
ernment by  a  decree  issued  July  31,  1916,  and  is  to  come  into  effect 
November  1,  1916.  The  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duties,  which 
has  been  levied  since  1912,  is  abolished,  but  from  the  revised  sched- 
ules of  duties  on  animal  and  vegetable  products  it  appears  that  the 
new  law  will  result  in  a  decided  increase  in  the  rates  of  duty  on 
most  articles.  Reduced  rates  are  prescribed  in  the  case  of  compara- 
tively few  articles  included  in  these  schedules,  the  reductions  ap- 
plying almost  entirely  to  food  products  and  raw  materials.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  changes  in  import  duties,  articles  214-216  of  the  former 
customs  law,  providing  for  the  free  admission  of  samples  of  small 
value,  are  repealed. 

[Copies  of  all  the  schedules  of  the  new  tariff  have  not  yet  been 
received.  Upon  receipt  of  the  entire  law  a  further  notice*  will  be 
published  in  Commerce  Kepohts.] 

NICABAaVA. 

[Iji  Gaceta,  July  17.] 
Authorization  of  Tariff  Increase. 

A  Nicaraguan  law  of  July  7j  1916,  in  effect  from  the  date  of  pub- 
lication, authorizes  the  collection  of-  80  per  cent  instead  of  60  per 
cent  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  customs  tariff  of  December  15, 
1908.  This  increase,  if  i)ut  into  effect  by  the  president,  is  to  apply 
to  all  articles  imported  into  the  Pacific  ports,  with  the  exception 
of  sugar,  flourj  common  soap,  and  plain  cotton  fabrics  not  exceeding 
24  inches  in  width.  The  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  raise  funds  for  the 
conversion  of  the  internal  debt.  [Such  an  increase  in  duties  was 
authorized  by  a  law  of  Nov.  10,  1913,  but  the  higher  rates  were 
never  put  into  effect.  For  previous  notices,  see  Foreign  Tariflf 
Notes  No.  10,  p.  84;  No.  12,  p.  159;  and  No.  13,  p.  189.] 

PEBTT. 
[El  Feraano,  July  22.] 
Xzport  Duties  on  Kubber. 

Export  duties  on  all  classes  of  robber  exported  throui^  iha  port 
of  MoUendo  or  through  the  ports  of  the  ]i£adre  de  Ihoe,  Yavarfy 
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Purds,  and  Yurua  Rivers  are  established  by  a  Peruvian  decree  of 
July  12,  1916.  The  duties  are  fixed  at  2  per  cent  for  rubber  quoted 
in  London  at  from  25  to  36  pence  per  pound,  4  per  cent  for  that 
quoted  at  from  37  to  48  pence,  and  6  per  cent  for  that  quoted  at  40 
pence  per  pound  or  more.  The  London  quotations,  with  a  reduction 
of  30  per  cent,  are  to  be  taken  as  the  basis  for  levying  the  duties. 
The  duty  on  common  rubber  is  to  be  further  reduced  by  30  per  cent. 
[The  Peruvian  duties  under  the  present  law  are  the  same  as  those 
levieiin  Bolivia  on  exports  of  rubber  under  the  law  of  November 
13,  1913  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  13,  p.  201).  Dissatisfaction 
with  the  law  has  been  expressed  on  the  ground  that  it  increases  the 
difficulty  of  competition  with  the  rubber  producers  of  Brazil.] 

xrExroTrAT. 

[DIarlo  oaclal,  July  20.] 
Proposed  Eednetion  in  Duties  on  Silk  Ooods. 

A  measure  has  been  introduced  in  the  Uruguayan  Congress  pro- 

Sosing  to  substitute  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  12  per  cent  for  the  present 
lilies,  based  on  fixed  valuations,  applicable  to  a  number  of  kinds  of 
silk  goods.  The  classes  of  goods  affected  are  gloves,  handkerchiefs, 
veils,  tulle,  satin,  and  various  silk  fabrics,  whether  of  pure  silk  or 
containing  other  fibers  in  a  proportion  not  exceeding  70  per  cent. 
The  presei^t  duties,  except  those  on  gloves,  are  31  per  cent  on  a  fixed 
valuation  ranging  from  6  to  30  pesos  per  kilo,  and  to  these  are  added 
surtaxes  amounting  to  14  per  cent  of  the  official  valuation. 

VSHEZUXLA. 

[Consul  tlomer  Brett,  Ia  Guain,  Aug.  21.] 

Redvetion  on  Fuel  Oils. 

A  presidential  decree  of  August  19,  1916,  reduces  the  import  duty 
on  crude  petroleum  and  heavy  mineral  oils  not  specified  in  the  tariff 
from  0.10  to  0.0125  bolivar  per  kilo  (from  $1.37  to  $0.1725  per  100 
pounds,  including  surtaxes).  Such  products  have  also  been  ex- 
empted from  consumption  taxes  by  another  decree  of  the  same  date. 
These  concessions  have  been  made  in  order  to  conserve  the  forests 
of  the  country  by  making  available  other  fuel  than  wood  and  wood 
charcoal.  The  price  of  coal  has  become  almost  prohibitive  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  although  coal  is  on  the  free  list.-  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  a  dut}[  of  less 
than  0.05  bolivar  per  kilo  (the  rate  applicable  to  articles  included 
in  the  first  class  of  the  customs  tariff)  has  been  prescribed. 
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CANADA'S  FOEEION  TRADE  IN  F1JBS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Oct.  4.] 

"While  accurate  information  is  not  obtainable  as'to  the  different 
kinds  of  furs  imported  into  Canada,  the  value  of  these  purchases 
during  the  last  three  fiscal  years  (ending  Mar.  31)  is  officially  stated 
to  have  been  as  follows : 


Furs,  and  manufaotures  of,  imported  trom— 


Fiscal  years  ending  Har.  31 — 


ltl4 


ms 


1916 


Astrakhan  or  Russian  hara  skim  and  China  goat  plates  or  rugs,  wholly 
or  partially  dressKl,  but  not  dyed  (trje) 

Vnit-xl  Stotes 

United  Kingdom 

China 

Other  countries 

Fur  skins  of  all  kinds,  notdressid  in  any  manner,  n.  e.  s.  (free) 

United  Stales 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Kussia ^ 

Other  countries 

Fur  skias,  wholly  or  partially  drjssjd,  n.  e.  s.  (dutiable) , 

United  States '.., 

United  Kingdom 

France , 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Manulactur<>,<i  of  fur  (dutiat>Ie) .' 

United  S(atrs 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Other  furs  (free) 

United  States 

UnitM  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

RECAPITULATION. 

United  states 

Dutiable 

Free...... 

United  Kingdom 

Dutiable 

FT63 

Other  countries 

Dutiable 

Free 

Grand  total 

Diitiable 

Free 


17,880 

16,723 

26,898 

2I.SS8 

2,211,877 

1,388.41S 

290,269 

4ll,e07 

67,110 

124,476 

699,  «7» 

148,  SQ3 

183,-11 

164,311 

215,337 

18,097 

719,  S06 

215,209 

439,540 

11,482 

50,331 

3,034 

7,088 

6,8«9 

28 

193 

1,776,876 
363.713 

1,413,164 
860,269 
593,251 
267,018 

1,117,481 
462,612 
654.869 


3126,015 

63,121 

45, 127 

5,485 

12,309 

1,328,884 

1,121.144 

68,239 

118,601 

53 

17,828 

375,675 

135,258 

62,583 

9.>,869 

67,351 

14,620 

401,889 

150,705 

2U,084 

10,644 

11,733 

733 

6,978 

6,638 


3101,880 

65.612 

16,323 

540 

19,405 

1,968,581 

1,937,38S 

33,087 


16,108 
349.  MS 
239.820 
40,403 
60, 219 


8,737 

384, 62S 

161,370 

122,901 

345 


7,131 
8,631 


3,754.l2j 
1,419,575 
2,335,051 


1,488,863 
394,957 

1,193,906 
395,033 
281,667 
113,386 
355,553 
200,910 
154,613 


SCO 

2,410,835 
401,196 
2,009,629 
212,716 
163,306 
49,410 
105,844 
69,291 
36,553 


3,219,449 

777,564 

1,461,885 


2,729,385 

633,793 

2,095,583 


TTnited  States  Holds  First  Place  as  Supplier  and  Customer. 

The  foregoing  figures  represent  the  value  of  the  imports  for  con- 
sumption. From  tnem  it  will  be  noted  that  in  the  12  months  end- 
ing March  31,  1916,  the  United  States  led  in  the  fur-import  trade 
of  Canada,  supplying  88.3  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  95.9  per  cent 
of  the  free  goods,  (53.3  per  cent  of  the  dutiable  goods,  and  97.5  per 
cent  of  the  undressed  furs,  this  being  the  chief  category.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  United  States  also  occupied  a  commanding  posi- 
tion as  to  free  goods  (81.7  per  cent)  and  receipts  of  raw  furs  (84.6 
per  cent)  and  sui)plied  66.5  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  but  was 
credited  with  only  37.9  per  cent  of  the  dutiable  goods.  In  1914  the 
share  of  the  United  States  stood  at  47.3  per  cent  of  the  total  importe, 
00.5  per  cent  of  the  free  goods,  25.6  per  cent  of  the  dutiable  goods, 
and  61.9  per  cent  of  the  raw  skins  imported. 

This  new  importance  of  the  United  States  as  a  factor  in  the  CaJia- 
dian  fur  traffic  extended  to  the  export  trade  as  well,  for  of  the  Do- 
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minion's  total  shipments  of  domestic  Jfurs  and  fur  goods  in  the  fiscal 
year  just  ended  the  United  States  took  78  per  cent,  against  48.4  per 
cent  in  1915  and  38.4  per  cent  in  1914,  as  the  following  table  discloses : 


Furs,  and  manulacturss  of,  exported  to— 

Fiscal  years  ending  Mar.  SI- 

MM 

1915 

1910 

$11,550 

10,035 

1,281 

254 

5,557,926 

2,139,228 

'3,059,305 

359,393 

45,203 

3,174 

42,029 

$29,862 

19,503 

6,300 

4,056 

2,726,961 

1,320,887 

1,297,702 

108,372 

12,574 

5,042 

7,528 

4 

29,808 

8,637 

17,097 

4,174 

$110,198 

TTnited  States 

106,386 

Unjted  Kingdom .      . 

2,605 
1,207 

Other  coiintries 

4,668,139 

United  States 

3,644,097 
929,217 

United  Kingdom 

O^hprrfMinlript: 

94,825 

19,156 

Unittd  States 

12,373 

United  KInKdom 

6,717 

66 

Manufactures  of  fur .,, 

53,070 
23,992 
21,597 

7,4S1 

37,192 

United  States 

10,560 

irnllxri  Rlng;d">n . 

19,282 

7,350 

Grand  total 

5,667,749 

2, 176,429 

3,124,192 

357, 128 

2,799,205 

1,353,972 

1,328,627 

116,606 

4,834,685 

United  States 

3,773,416 

United  Kingdom 

957,821 

103,448 

In  addition  to  the  shipments  of  domestic  furs  above  shown,  Canada 
reexported  $156,553  worth  of  foreign  raw,  dressed,  and  manufactured 
furs  in  the  fiscal  yeaf  1914,  $107,379  worth  in  1915,  and  $102,314 
■worth  in  1916.  Of  these  the  United  States  took  $88,738  worth  in 
1914,  $91,019  in  1915,  and  $61,030  in  1916.  The  cargoes  were  made  up 
largely  of  undressed  skins. 
Production,  "by  Classes'. 

As  already  stated,  Canada's  imports  of  furs  have  not  bee*n  classified 
to  show  the  quantities  of  each  kind  of  fur  brought  in,  and  this  is  also 
true  of  the  exports.  The  most  recent  data  of  this  character  relating 
to  the  domestic  production  of  furs  are  for  1910,  in  which  year  the 
value  of  the  principal  classes  of  skins  and  furs  of  wild  animals  col- 
lected in  the  Dominion  was : 


Kind  of  fur. 

Number. 

Value 

Kind  of  fur. 

Number. 

Value. 

$445,320 

44.923 

131,833 

222,145 

221,583 
221,500 

Muslorat 

915,754 
5,721 
6,108 

91,036 

$236,213 

Bear » 

4.509 
24,895 
17,689 

8,159 
31.437 
45,973 

Otter 

102,291 

32,997 

Fox 

All  otiiers 

133,989 

hjDx  ( including  ■wildcat) 

Marten 

Total 

1,927,550 

UinlE 

The  first  item  in  the  above  table,  "  assorted  furs,"  represents,  for 
the  most  part,  the  production  of  furs  from  Indian  reservations, 
where  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  statistics  of  the  number  of  skins  of 
the  various  classes. 

The  production  of  furs  in  Canada  in  1910  was  more  than  double 
that  of  1900,  the  value  increasing  by  114.25  per  cent  during  the  dec- 
ade. It  is  said  that  while  fur  values  have  risen  in  recent  years  the 
number  of  skins  collected  shows  a  decrease  in  each  class  on  account 
of  the  gradual  settlement  of  previously  uninhabited  regions  and 
because  of  the  efforts  of  the  Dominion  and  the  various  provincial 
governments  to  insure  a  closed  season  for  the  preservation  of  game 
and  far-bearing  animals. 
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lABGE  INCBEASE  IN  THE  TEADE  OF  DTTRBAN. 

[Vice  Consul  HugA  S.  Hood,  Durban.  Natal,  South  Africa,  Sept.  7.1 

The  import  and  export- trade  of  Durban,  Natal,  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  current  year  shows  a  considerable  improvement  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  total  value  of  merchandise  imported  amounted  to  $32,185,371, 
compared  with  $18,802,096  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  or  an 
increase  of  $13,383,275.  The  total  value  of  exports  of  merchandise 
for  the  first  half  of  1916  amounted  to  $10,021,170,  against  $9,712  52C 
in  1915,  or  an  increase  of  $308,644. 
Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  and  customs  value  of  imports 
of  merchandise  into  Durban  from  all  countries  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Adimals,  living 

AntUMction  grease 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammnnition 

Assay  apparatus. 

Bara  (not  leather) 

Basketware  and  rattans... 

Beads,  all  sorts 

Binding  twine. 

Blasting  coinponnd,  ex- 
cept dynamite 

Brass  and  manafactmes. . . 

Brashware 

CanTasand  dock 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches 

Copper  and  manutscttma. 

Cordage  and  rope 

Corks  and  bongs 

Cotton  manutactures 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  china  ware.. 

Electrical  cable  and  wire . . 

Electrical  fittings 

Enameled  wan 

Felt 

Food  and  drink 

Footwear  (not  leather) 

Ftuniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

Glycerin 

Haberdashery  and  mllll- 
nary 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Hats  and  caps 

Bides  and  skins 

Hops 

Hose,  conveying 

Implements,  agricultural . . 

India  rubber 

Instruments 

Iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures  

Jute  goods  and  Hessian — 

Lamp  ware 

Lead 

Leather  and  leather  goods: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Linen  manufactures 

Uacbinory  (except  loco- 
motive parts) 

Manures  and  fertilijcrs 

Nitrates 

Oilman's  stores 

Oil  seeds,  nuts,  and  beans. 

Oils 


1915 


139.428 
32,2»4 

no.  088 

2M,S11 
26,980 

SSO,««S 
a,SS3 

n.vn 

131 

17,715 
lt,«07 
43,558 
48,687 
14.00C 
1«,«3» 
50,392 
16.371 
1,297,691 

959,843 
66,778 

123,726 

132,272 

16,941 

14,589 

4,424,598 

8,673 

185,277 
97,325 

509,780 

383,621 
817,660 
66,807 
8,728 
22,810 
46,353 
135,503 
56,292 
57,999 

616,337 
36,879 
16,298 
71,981 

294,128 
171,105 
17,048 

1,957,472 
66,389 
91,383 
131,468 


1916 


571,016 


831,637 

45,507 

1,482,686 

534,459 

25,802 

1,491,981 

14,244 

22,916 

16,797 

2,784 

42,737 

64,938 

56;  288 

66,627 

38,119 

27,304 

73,988 

26,085 

3,009,088 

1,121,237 

182,328 

341,847 

307,198 

67, 3n 

22,761 

6, 708, 186 

23,418 

414,679 

281,376 

703,968 

783,637 

1,495,821 

182,397 

30,844 

34,011 

67,849 

268,626 

308,677 

100, 181 

1,364,085 
20,411 
67,411 
49,882 

700,469 
73,285 
26,474 

3,407,526 
63  <03 

7Kt,  156 

202,753 

23,369 

836,415 


Articles. 


1916 


Paints  and  pointers' goods,  8136,606 

Palmkemds. 56,451 

Paper,  waU,etc 160,234 

Perfumed  spirits 8,833 

Perfumery 40,106 

Photographic  material 6, 646 

Plate,  silverware 18,871 

Printers' and  bookbinders' 

materials.: 14,327 

Quicksilver 116,360 

Rails J6897 

Kaflway  material 84,774 

Saddlers'  and  shoemakers' 

materials 16,660 

Seeds  (all  kinds  except  po- 
tato)   21,602 

Sheep  and  cattle  dip. 86,140 

Ship^'handlers'stores 11,451 

Slllc  manufactures 82,867 

Soap. 71,581 

Solder 6,755 

Sporting  goods 34,578 

Stationery  and  books 245, 155 

Sulphur  rock 72,370 

Surgical  and  dental  appli- 
ances   38,879 

Tallow  and  grease 141,9n 

Tar    and    kindred    sub- 
stances   16,822 

Telegraph  and   telephone 

material 9,656 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 11, 411 

Tin  and  tinware 63,878 

Tobacco,  raw  and  manu- 
factured    36, 172 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 29,500 

Tot)aoconists' wares 7,829 

Tramway  material 67,580 

Vehicles' 

Bicycles  and  tricycles.  27,783 

Carts,  carriages 20,877 

Motorcars  and  parts...  147,416 

Motorcycles  ana  parts.  38, 134 
Ail     other     wheeled 

vehicles 13,013 

Wax,  paraffin 267,633 

Wood  and  timber: 

Manufactured 141,897 

Unmanufactured 166,254 

Woolen  manufactures 235, 832 

2incand  zlncwares,  manu- 
factured   308,923 

All  ctbor  articles  of  mer- 
chandise   226,387 


1916 


t2n,585 


Total     hnports 
merehandise... 


18,802,096 


383,490 

21,846 

71,815 

7,383 

46,592 

44,233 
58,106 
87,«02 
26,581 

20,181 

35,925 

46,499 

5,480 

147,119 

98,391 

t.TOt 

43,633 

418,096 

iB,976 

39,0(4 
77,4™ 

32,060 

12,147 
14,721 
68,568 

94,233 
79.499 
25,004 
33.792 

64,510 
34,465 
549,919 
230,  (W 

47,593 
183,  SOS 

404,761 
658,901 
443,07 

765,140 

319,284 


32,185,»n 


In  addition  to  the  above  total  the  imports  for  the  South  African 
Government  were  valued  at  $1^96,446  for  the  first  six  months  of 
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1916  against  $2,774,596  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915,  and 
the  imports  of  specie  amounted  to  $54,811  and  $1,950,980,  respectively. 

Exports  of  If  erchandise. 

The  following  table  represents  the  exports  of  merchandise  from 
Durban  to  all  countries  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Animals,  llTlng nnmber. 

Bark pounds. 

Blasting  compound do . . . 

Candles do... 

Coal tonso. 

Oetton.raw .pounds. 

Testbers,  astrich do... 

Fodder  and  torago do... 

Food  and  drink 

Glycerin pounds. 

Hair,  ansora do... 

HidfS  and  sldn.s do... 

Horos,  ox  and  cow do... 

Oil,  whale ...galions. 

O  res  and  minerals pounds . 

Soap,  common  and  toilet do. . . 

Wlale,  residue  (except  oil  and  manuras) 

Wool pounds . 

All  other  merchaDdise 


Total. 


1915 


1916 


Quantit;-.  |     Value.     I  Quantity. 


87 

^38,298,504 

10,000 

12.643 

502,035 

83,653 

3,621 

5,614.077 


175,508 

683,613 

7,289,349 

252.. •)05 

418,003 

1.013 

6,578 


35.501,256 


17,420 

405, 140 

1,509 

1,030 

1,712,7S3 

11,845 

12,350 

09,333 

1,041.883 

23,374 

101,822 

803.765 

12.468 

106,264 

487,190 

503 

7,408 

4,827,207 

79,078 


I  01,318,273 
3,303,112 

70,707 
.     85,975 

14,800 


3,433,850 


466,880 


65,405 
419,061 


231,200 

93,557 

22,578,330 


0,712,526  I 


Value. 


»4,234 
674,784 
801.021 

6;297 
292,190 

1,917 


39,842 
2,155,441 


107,598 

928, 698 

3,470 

114,991 

300,806 

16.210 

6,434 

4,452,414 

106,733 


10,021,170 


a  Ton  of  2,000  pounds. 
Import  and  Export  Trade  by  Countries. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $1,810,660  in  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  during  the  first  half  of  1916  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  in  1915,  and  those  from  Great 
Britain  and  possessions  show  a  large  increase.  American  purchases 
of  South  African  goods  also  show  a  considerable  gain. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  imports  and  the  exports 
into  and  from  DurbaUj  by  countries  of  origin  and  destination,  during 
the  1915  and  1916  periods: 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

Argentina .* 

$350,203 

9,465 

173, 155 

13,781,645 

91,140 

46,134 

42,270 

3,173 

102,839 

4,681 

232,059 

76,770 

9,212 

279,084 

176,102 

388,818 

120,914 

35,565 

5,986 

18,515 

60,584 

257,603 

114,844 

2,387,767 

351488 

15,917 

1.3,417 

261.876 

23,091,119 

783,224 

150,891 

29,759 

20,619 

105,140 

4,146 

495,978 

8,117 

23,792 
210,675 
645,890 
667,891 
227,261 

76,305 
118,403 

63,196 
m,8I7 
877,065 
183,in$ 
4,196,437 

11,311 

$20,361 

$42  533 

Belgium 

Braiil 

Britist)  Empire 

7,387,666 

8,577,148 

Cline 

Cbina 

6,960 

Central  American  States 

Cuba 

DenmarV 



159,227 
30,430 
34,6S4 

16,644 
55,036 

Oernianj  and  po.s;H^sion^ 

Oreece .'. ." 

Italy 

Japan 

4,171 

Netherlands  and  Dutch  East  Indies 

'                      Norway.. 

I^jfftugal  and  poSMf^ion'; ....              .... 

41,730 

62,797 
104,297 

Bosaia 

Rtom    ,                             

8p>la  and  Canary  lahinds 

8#1taeriaad 

'•""*■**"••* 

IMtod  States  and  FhiUpplDe  Islands 

680, 9W 

1,008,  «23 

Other  foreign  countries 

Total 

18,802,096 

32,185,371 

8,202,326 

10,021,169 
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AMEBICAN  CONSXTLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nome. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tlOD  of 
venue. 


Address. 


Albert /Talbot  J 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Chamberlin,  George  E. 

Donaldson ,  Chester 

Hanson,  George  C 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Wlnslow,  Edward  D.. 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WilUch,  Oebbard 

Waddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Swatow,  China 

Hamburg,  Qerinany. . 


Calcutta,  Indl« 

Montevideo.  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon. 

Quelioc,  Ontario 

Athens,  Greece 


Dec.  25 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Kov.  25 

Dec.  30 
Dec.     1 

Jan.  15 
Dec  1 
Dec.  11 


Dae.  25 
..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Saugorties,  Ulster  County,  N/V. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 

lev,  Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonlcers,  N.  Y. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  604  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 
2230  Q  Street,  Wasbiogton,  D.  C 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Do. 


EZPOBTS  OF  CBTJDE  BUBBEB  FBOU  BBAZU. 

[Consul  Georfe  H.  Plckerell,  Para,  Oct.  6.] 

The  total  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  Para,  Manaos,  and 
Itacoatiara,  Brazil,  during  September,  1916,  amounted  to  4,992,538 
pounds,  compared  with  5,860,355  pounds  for  the  corresponding 
month  in  1915.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  aggregated  3,007,810 
pounds  and  to  Europe  1,984,728  pounds,  as  compared  with  4,664,123 
and  1,196,232  pounds,  respectively,  in  September  of  last  year.  The 
several  grades  of  rubber  exported  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


From  Para. 

From  Manaos. 

From  Itacoatiara. 

Grade. 

To  United 
States. 

To  Europe. 

To  UnlMd 
States. 

To  Europe. 

To  .United 
State;. 

To  Eurt^M. 

Fine 

Pounia. 

895,562 

97,442 

520,738 

110,163 

Pounds. 

620,767 
11,067 
30,942 

120,573 

Pounds. 

834,350 

189,187 

205,1137 

65.343 

Pounds. 

.      774.304 

74.545 

21,414 

305,615 

Pounds. 

Sounds. 
15,079 

Medium 

1,058 
375 

Caucho          

Total 

1,723,SS3 

783,319 

1,283,917 

1,175,933 

25,441 

AUEBICAN  COTTON  GINNED. 

The  census  cotton  report  shows  8,619,063  bales,  counting  round  as 
half  bales,  ginned  from  the  growth  of  1916  to  November  1,  compared 
with  7,378,886  for  1915  and  9,826,912  for  1914.  Round  bales  included 
this  year  are  153,698,  compared  with  68,577  for  1915  and  23,182  for 

1914.  Sea  island  included  80,310  bales  for  1916,  55,362  bales  for 

1915,  and  43,115  bales  for  1914. 
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PROPOSALS  POB  GOVEBinfEirr  SUPPLIES  AHB  CONSTEUCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  bo  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  (hey 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calllns  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Floating  crane.  No.  3777. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  reo*lvet1  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  11, 
1916,  for  a  250-ton  floating  revolving  crane,  for  the  navy  yard,  Mare  I.sland, 
Cal.  Speclflcatlous  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  llie  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docl£s  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Absorbent  cotton.  No.  3778. — Soaletl  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  November  13. 
1916,  for  fiirnishlnB  22,000  pounds  of  absorbent  cotton. 

Charter  o1  launche*.  No.  .S779. — Sealed  proiwsai.s  will  be  received  by  the  In- 
.sjjector,  <.>)a8t  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Custom  House,  Sau  Francisco,  Cal.,  un- 
til November  ].',  1916,  for  charter  of  two  launches  of  alwut  40  to  TO  feet  in 
length  and  one  launch  about  30  to  35  ft>el  in  length,  for  tlie  use  of  Coast 
Survey  parties  in  San  Francisco  Bay.  Further  Information  may  l)e  had  on 
api)lication  to  the  above-named  olficej-. 

fiydrogcn  cylinders.  No.  3780. — Sealed  pro|)osals  will  be  re<'eived  at  the  oflice  of 
the  Cliief  Signal  Oflicer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 20,  1916,  for  furnislilng  4<X)  seamless  hydrogen  cylinders,  designed  to 
hold  200  cubic  feet  of  hydrogen  at  pres.sure  of  2.000  pounds  per  square  inch. 
Further  Information  will  be  furnished  upon  application  to  the  above-nniued 
office.     (Proposal  No.  886.) 

Con.ilmelion,  No.  3781."^Senled  propo.sals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Kngineer  Oflice,  Room  415  Custom  House,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  until  December 
11,  1910,  for  constructing  an  extension  below  abutment  at  I>am  No.  4,  i>art 
of  guide  wall  and  a  guard  wall  at  Lock  No.  8,  and  an  extension  of  a  revet- 
ment in  the  canal  at  I..ock  No.  10,  Ikluskiugun  River,  Ohio.  Further  infor- 
mation may  be  obtaineil  on  application  to  the  above-named  office.  I'lans 
will  be  on  exhibition  at  that  office  and  at  the  Unite<l  States  Engineer  Sub- 
office  at  Zanesvllle,  Ohio. 

Coal  for  Ughthouae  tenders,  No.  37S2. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
the  lighthou.se  in.<!pector,  Ketchikan,  Ala.<!ka.  until  December  18,  1910,  for 
furnishing  steam  coal  for  lighthouse  tendera,  approximately  400  tons  at 
Ketchikan  an<l  200  tons  at  .luneau,  .Vlaska.  Further  information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-named  ollice. 

Scdium  nitrate,  No.  37S;-l. — Seale<l  proi)o,sals  will  be  received  at  the  Ollice  of 
the  Clilef  of  Ordnance,  United  Stat(-s  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  23,  1916,  for  supplying  28,000,000  pounds,  more  or  less,  of  sodium 
nitrate,  in  accordance  with  .specifications,  copies  of  whicli  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Subgistcncc  supplies,  No.  3784. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflice 
of  the  depot  quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  Chicago,  III.,  until  No- 
vemljer  24,  1916,  for  furnishing  canned  salmon,  beans,  rice,  tomatoes,  tea, 
sugar,  evaporated  milk,  vinegar,  spices,  flavoring  extracts,  tobacco  and 
cigars,  flour,  lard,  oatmeal,  olive  oil  and  olivos,  etc. 

Construction,  No.  3785. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  Office  of  the  Su- 
pervising Arcliitect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  No- 
vember 20,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  two  interior  safety  vault 
entrances  In  the  Uniteil  States  custondiouse,  New  Orleans,  La.  Drawings 
and  speclflcotlons  may  be  obtalneil  from  the  above-named  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3780. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of*  the  general  purchasing  officer,  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  17,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel,  bolts,  lock  nuts, 
nails,  rivets,  nuts,  screws,  washers,  pipe  fittings,  key  senter,  lathe,  grinding 
attachment,  tool  grinder,  sanitary  fixtures,  valves,  cocks,  flnsh  pipe,  lead 
traps,  clean-outs,  test  plugs,  wash-tray  plugs,  force  cups,  copper  gaskets, 
paddng,  belting,  seaming  brushes,  memorandum  books,  cardboard,  ledger 
paper,  carbon  paper,  and  lumber.     (Circular  No.  1095.) 
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FOSEION  TBADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  b«  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  its  district  ofllceB.     Re<raest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunttj-  nnmber. 

The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standtnjs 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taKen  in  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  lieported  by  commercial  attach£s  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  X  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Machinery,  clKarette-maUng 22940. 

Machinery,  distillery  and  sugar 22941. 

Machinery,  saw 2293T. 

Machinery,  starch  and  glucose 22941. 

Motion  picture  machines,  etc 22945. 

Musical  instruments,  etc 22939,22947. 

Paper 22946. 

Plated  ware 22943. 

Polish,  shoe  and  metal 22948. 

Provisions 22945. 

Rtonecutters'   tools,  etc 22942. 

Stoves,   gasolene - 22938. 

Toilet   requlsltee 22943. 

Veneers 22960. 

Wooden  ware 22943. 


Agricultural  machinery 22944. 

Bags 22943. 

Celluloid 22947. 

t'olToe    mills 22938. 

Crockery  and  glassware . 22038. 

Dairy  machinery 22044. 

Dry  goods 22945. 

Engines,  gasolene 22037. 

Excelsior 22049. 

Fiber   goods 22943. 

General    merchandise 22045. 

Groceries 22045. 

Hardware 22943. 

Household  and  kitchen  ware 22043. 

Lanterns , 22038. 

Machinery ».' 22941. 

22937.1— A  man  engaged  In  the  "  tagua  "  or  Ivory-nut  Industfjr  in  Ecuador  de- 
sires to  purchase  a  small  circular-saw  outfit,  propelled  by  a  gasoline  engine, 
to  be  used  for  the  removal  of  defective  parts  from  the  Ivory  nut. 

22938.* — An  Import  firm  In  East  Africa  desires  to  receive  catalogues  with  prices 
and  discounts  given  on  medium  and  cheap  grades  of  crockery,  china,  and 
glassware,  coffee  mills  (hand),  gasoline  cooking  stoves,  and  lanterns. 

22939.t— A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  dt«lres  to  enter  Into  commercial  rela- 
tions with  manufacturers  of  autoharps  and  accordions. 

22940.t — ^A  man  In  Mexico  writes  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  clgarette-maklng 
machinery,  more  particularly  the  machine  for  cutting  up  the  leaves  and  the 
machine  for  crimping  the  cigarette. 

22941.* — A  wholesale  machinery  importer  in  Spain  Is  desirous  of  purchasing 
machinery  In  general,  and  more  esi)eclnlly  machinery  for  use  In  the  sugar 
industry,  alcohol  distilling,  and  machinery  for  com  derivatives  such  as 
starch  and  glucose.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

22942.*— A  man  In  Canada  Is  in  the  market  for  stonecutters*  tools,  etc.,  for 
monument  and  gravestone  work. 

22943.* — ^A  firm  In  South  Africa  desires  to  secure  the  agencies  for  light  hard- 
ware, toilet,  household,  and  kitchen  requisites,  plated  ware,  woodenwnre, 
enameled  hollow  ware,  bags,  and  fiber  goods.    References. 

22944.*— Quotations  (In  Russian  currency)  are  desired  in  Russia  on  50  reap- 
ing machines,  20  binding  machines,  20  hay-cutting  machines,  15  sowers,  and 
500  plows.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  also  desired  on  other  agricul- 
tural and  dairy  machinery.    Correspondence  in  Russian. 

22945.* — Agencies  on  a  commission  basis  arc  desired  in  Venezuela  for  grocer- 
ies, provisions,  dry  goods,  and  general  merchandise.  Correspondence  In 
Spanish  preferred. 

22946.t-r-A  man  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  mo- 
tion-picture machines  and  accessories,  and  medium-grade  paper  for  all 
purposes.    Reference. 

22947.* — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  India  desires  to  be  placed  in  communi- 
cation with  American  manufacturers  of  harmonium  reeds  and  celluloid 
sheets. 

22948.* — A  firm  In  Spain  Is  desirous  of  Importing  shoe  polish  and  metal  polish. 
Correspondence  In  Spanlsli.    References. 

22949.* — A  hardware  firm  In  Canada  Is  In  the  market  for  excelsior. 

22950.* — A  firm  in  Australia  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of 
veneers.  ^ 
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LABELDSrO  OF  PHABMACEUTICAL  FBODTJCTS  IN  CHILE. 

According  to  a  cablegram  frcm  the  commercial  attache  at  Santi- 
ago, received  November  8,  the  regulations  requiring  that  piiarma- 
ceutical  products  imported  into  Chile  bear  on  the  label  the  formula 
of  the  preparation  have  been  suspended  until  January  1,  1917. 
[Notices  on  this  subject  appeared  m  Commerce  Reports  for  May 
29  and  Oct.  21,  1916.]       

JAPAH-BBAZIL  LINE  TO  FBOUOTE  EMIGBATION. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Rto  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.] 

Mr.  Akira  Toshima,  who  has  been  in  Brazil  nine  years  studying 
its  finances,  commerce,  and  production,  ns  representative  of  the  Toyo 
Imim  Goshi  Kaisha  and  the  Nippon  Boyer  Kaislia  (Oriental  Navi- 

f;ation  Co.  and  Japanese  Commercial  &  Navigation  Co.),  has  left 
or  the  United  States,  en  route  to  Japan,  to  put  in  operation  phuis 
which  have  been  consummated  for  the  establishment  of  a  line  of 
steamers  from  Japan  to  Brazil. 

It  is  stated  that  the  first  steamer,  of  6,000  tons  register,  will  leave 
Japan  next  February,  and  in  addition  to  special  cargo  will  bring  900 
emigrants.  According  to  arrangements  which  it  is  said  have  been 
made,  Japan  is  to  send  every  year,  beginning  next  February,  5,000 
immigrants  to  be  employed  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
national  authorities  in  the  cultivation  of  rice,  beans,  potatoes,  onion.s, 
and  coflFee. 

Heretofore  Japanese  products  which  have  been  introduced  into 
Brazil  were  principally  toys  and  fancy  articles.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  with  the  new  steami^hip  line  in  operation  considerable  busi- 
ness can  be  done  in  Japanese  codfish,  rice,  cement,  silk  and  other  tex- 
tiles, various  cereals,  and  some  manufactured  articles. 

[Plans  for  steamsbip  service  between  Japan  and  Brazil  were  noted  In  Com- 
merce Befobts  for  July  7  and  Aug.  30,  1916.] 


Production  of  alcohol  from  the  1916  Austrian  potato  crop  has  been 
forbidden,  Vice  Consul  Robert  S.  Townsend,  of  Cai^lsbad,  Bohemia, 
reports,  under  date  of  October  10. 
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SWITZEBIAin)'S  DEIIANI)  FOB  LEATHES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scholz,  Berne,  Sept  30.] 

The  needs  of  Switzerland  in  the  leather  trade  are  in  the  hands  of 
an  import  syndicate,  known  as  Importstelle  des  Verbandes  Schweiz, 
Lederhandler,  Laupenstrasse,  Berne,  Switzerland.  Dr.  W.  Martin, 
of  Berne,  manager  of  the  syndicate,  declares  himself  ready  to  submit 
offers  from  American  exporters  to  any  member  interested  in  the  lines 
offered.  A  detailed  offer,  therefore,  in  quadruplicate  for  distribution 
and  addressed  to  the  syndicate  should  not  fail  of  a  hearing.  The 
by-laws  of  the  syndicate  contain  statements  regarding  the  riues  that 
govern  imports. 

A  similar  syndicate,  birt  not  in  this  consular  district,  is  the  Import- 
Sndikat  der  Schweizerischen  Schuhindustrie,  Olten,  Soleure,  Swit- 
zerland. Its  membership  is  composed  principally  of  shoe  operators 
of  the  country.  It  is  believed  that  this  syndicate  also  would  welcome 
offers  from  the  United  States. 

Trade  Anxious  t«  Obtain  Sole  Leather. 

The  trade  is  especially  anxious  to  obtain  sole  leather.  Offers  of 
hemlock,  as  well  as  split  leather,  therefore,  should  excite  great  inter- 
est. There  is  also  a  very  large  demand  for  light  leathers,  such  as 
chamois,  linings,  sheep,  etc. 

The  big  stocks  of  uppers,  glazed 'kid,  and  patent  leathersj  in  the 
country  at  the  outbreak  of  tEe  war,  and  big  subsequent  shipments 
account  for  the  present  small  demand  for  that  class  of  goods  except 
for  chevreau,  which,  it  is  believed,  would  find  a  ready  sale. 

Germany,  in  former  years,  supplied  the  country  with  split  leather 
obtained  by  it  in  the  raw  state  from  the  United  States. 

Leather  prices  have  gone  up  considerably  in  Switzerland,  some 
as  much  as  100  per  cent.  Present  prices  for  hemlock  in  halves  are 
$1.15  to  $1.40  per  2.2  pounds;  in  bends,  $1.54;  for  split  leather,  $1.25 
to  $1.65  (English) ;  box  calf,  $1  to  $1.50;  patent  leather  (made  from- 
split) ,  $1.25  to  $1.45  (German) ;  chevreau,  $0.50  to  $1  per  2.2  pounds. 

Terms  of  Payment  and  Customs  Charges. 

The  retail  trade  is  supplied  almost  entirely  by  the  dealers,  while 
shoe  factories  make  their  purchases  usually  from  manufacturers. 
Dealers  and  shoe  factories  alike  generally  buy  on  firm  account,  pay- 
ment cash  against  documents,  but  old  established  dealers,  before  the 
war,  also  obtained  a  discount  of  2  per  cent  and  at  times  as  much  as 
6  months'  credit. 

The  duty  on  leather,  according  to  the  Swiss  customs  tariff,  No.  177, 
which  comprises  sole  leather  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  heads  and 
bellies,  hemlock  stamped  for  soles,  not  cut,  split  lisse,  is  $3.08  per 
220  pounds ;  upper  leather,  No.  178,  calf,  natural  brown  color,  black- 
ened, $4.G3 ;  No.  179,  same,  grained,  blackened,  $3.47 ;  No.  180,  small 
leather  and  neat's  leather,  brown  or  blackened,  $1.93;  No.  181,  other 
lands  of  upper  leather,  $0.72;  No.  184,  not  otherwise  described 
leathers,  such  as  sheep  and  goat,  russia  leather,  etc.,  $0.77. 

Sheepskins  and  goatskins  are  not  obtainable  here  on  account  of  a 
shortage  in  SAyitzerland.  A  Swiss  embargo  on  the  export  of  skins 
has  been  effective  since  October  20,  1914. 
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Imports  for  fhe  Vait  Two  Tears. 

Swiss  imports  of  sole  leather  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  heads  and 
bellies,  hemlock  stamped  for  soles,  not  cut,  split  liss6,  in  1915.  were 
3,801,426  pounds,  valued  at  $1,668,950,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  3,560,244  pounds.  Imports  in  1914  were  2,790,609  poimds, 
valued  at  $1,135,520. 

The  imports  of  upper  leather,  calf,  nature  brown,  blackened,  in 
1915  were  51,365  poimds,  valued  at  $51,087,  and  in  1914,  45,856 
pounds,  valued  at  $46,513. 

Imports  of  upper  leather,  calf,  grained,  blackened,  in  1915  were 
267,198  pounds,  valued  at  $391,336,  of  which  the  United  States  fur- 
nished 8,598  pounds.  Those  in  1914  were  263,672  pounds,  valued  at 
$367,780. 

Imports  of  small  leather,  neat's  leather,  brown  and  blackened,  in 
1915  were  100,747  pounds,  valued  at  $62,161,  of  which  the  United 
States  furnished  27,557  pounds.  Those  in  1914  were  224,429  pounds, 
valued  at  $132,667. 

Imports  of  other  upper  leathers  in  1915  were  2,023,398  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,395^851,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  1,186,086 
pounds.    Those  m  1914  were  1,359,590  pounds,  valuecl  at  $1,054,113. 

Imports  of  Jeathers  not  otherwise  described,  sucli  as  linings,  russia 
leather,  chamois,  etc.,  in  1915  were  807,551  pounds,  valued  at  $488,908, 
of  which  the  United  States  supplied  83,555  pounds.  Those  in  1916 
were  636,915  pounds,  valued  at  $333,050. 

[Lists  of  leather  dealers  and  shoe  manufacturers  in  the  Berne  consular  dis- 
trict may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreisn  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  A  copy  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Swiss  leather- 
import  syndicate  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  81213.] 

CONDITIOBr  OF  THE  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CEOP. 

[Consul  Artliur  Garrels,  Alexandria,  Oct.  5 ;  data  taken  from  tbe  September  Bulletin  of 
the  Ministry  ot  Agriculture.] 

Hot  weather  during  the  first  half  of  September  indicated  maturity 
of  more  cotton  than  was  anticipated  from  August  conditions.  Damp- 
ness and  cool  nights  in  the  second  half  of  September,  however,  coun- 
teracted the  expected  improvement. 

The  pink-bollworm  attack  has  considerably  increased  in  intensity 
throughout  the  country  and  notably  in  Upper  Egypt.  The  common 
bollworm  (Earias)  shows  a  slight  increase  over  last  month.  Cotton 
stainer  was  prevalent  in  one  district,  and  an  extensive  attack  of  aphis 
has  been  reported  in  another.    Little  damage,  however,  has  resulted. 

The  first  picking  has  been  completed  in  several  Provinces,  but  the 
yield  is  very  uneven,  being  disappointing  in  the  majority  and  normal 
only  in  a  few.  On  the  whole,  the  yield  of  the  crop  this  year  is  likely 
to  be  appreciably  below  average. 


PBELXHINABY  PIOUBES  FOB  BITSSIAN  CROPS. 

[L'£<«nomigte  Boropien,  Oct.  13.] 

According  to  preliminary  figures  of  the  Bussian  Central  Statisti- 
cal Committee,  the  crops  of  48  Governments  of  European  Russia 
in  1916  are  as  follows:  Kye,  23,527,000  short  tons;  wheat,  17,861,000 
tons;  oats,  13,921,000  tons;  barley,  10,617,000  tons. 
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BOOEBnmnro  supplies  in  swirzEBLAim. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbulz,  Berne,  Oct.  5.1 

The  Swiss  trade  in  bookbinding  supplies  is  in  the  hands  of  whole- 
salers at  Zurich,  Basel,  and  Berne.  One  of  the  largest,  a  Berne  firm, 
not  only  supplies  the  bookbinding  trade,  but  the  typographical  trade 
as  well.  Germans  sold  to  the  trade  chiefly  through  Swiss  whole- 
sale dealers,  yielding  the  latter  20  to  50  per  cent.  Since  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities,  German  shipments  have  consisted  of  stock  goods. 
Xew  goods  are  now  manufactured  only  on  special  request,  and  at 
prices  ranging  from  40  to  70  per  cent  above  normal.  Long  terms 
of  delivery  also  are  required  by  the  Germans. 

Articles  Which  Are  In  Special  tiemand. 

Next  in  importance  have  been  English  goods  of  medium  quality, 
and  limited  Italian  shipments  of  very  low-grade  ai-ticles.  Both  are 
still  supplying  the  trade,  but  deliveries  are  from  4  to  8  months. 
English  and  Italian  prices  have  increased  10  per  cent.  Among  the 
articles  for  which  there  is  a  great  demand  are  goods  colored  through 
and  through.  An  article  called  double  calico,  in  various  colors,  used 
for  the  back  of  the  book,  is  also  sought  after.  It  sells  at  $0.56  per 
meter. 

For  students'  books  and  note  pads  the  so-called  American  cloth 
(Wachstuch)  is  in  demand.  It  sells  at  $2.05  per  roll  of  11  meters 
(36  feet),  width  120/124  centimeters  (centimeter=0.39  inch). 

There  is  also  a  good  demand  for  cotton  gauze  as  used  in  the  book- 
binding trade.  It  is  desired  in  different  thicknesses.  It  is  sold  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  threads  and  at  $1.54  to  ^.12  per  roll  of 
20  meters,  width  1  to  1.15  meters  (meter=3.28  feet).  Only  a  part 
of  these  goods  are  made  in  the  country,  and  the  demand  is  greater 
than  the  home  supply. 

Moleskin  cloth  also  is  used  for  press  copy  books  and  large  account 
books.  Heavy  qualities  of  cloth  in  green  and  gray  colors  are  pre- 
ferred. To-day's  prices  are  $0.30  to  $0.50  per  meter,  in  rolls  of  80 
meters,  width  83/85  centimeters. 

Imitation-leather  linen,  in  various  colors  and  designs,  is  sold  in 
the  local  market  at  $0.21  per  meter,  in  rolls  of  50  to  80  meters,  width 
1  meter. 
Quantity  and  Value  of  Swisi  Imports. 

The  Swiss  imports  of  these  articles  for  1915  do  not  appear  this 
year.    The  1914  figures,  the  latest  available,  are  as  follows: 


Countrle  . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bookbinder's  linen,  smooth: 

Poundt. 

35,715 

220 

3,006 

l.TtM 

$11,256 

73 

1,023 

541 

Bookbinder's  linen,  grained: 

Poundi. 

60,(127 

220 

2,866 

6,834 

22,046 

tl9,«37 
71 

Anstrial 

Franco        .    .            .... 

France 

978 

Knglnnd 

Italy 

2,0»i 
6;948 

Tntftl   1014 

40,705 
50,706 

12,803 
15,962 

Total  1914 

Total  1913 

93,593 

i45;sos 

29,728 

Total  1913 

46,719 

The  duty  on  bookbinders'  linen,  smooth,  according  to  the  Swiss 
customs  tariff.  No.  377a,  is  $5.79  per  220  pounds;  the  same  article, 
grained,  No.  377b,  $2.89.    On  American  cloth  (Wachstuch),  oilcloth, 
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or  imitation-leather  articles,  according  to  No.  394,  .it  is  $2.89;  on 
bookbinders'  cotton  (gauze),  No.  361,  $1.93  per  220  pounds. 

A  list  of  the  principal  consumers  of  bookbmding  fabrics,  who  make 
purchases  mostly  from  wholesalers,  but  who  at  times  also  buy  from 
Swiss  manufacturers  and  make  direct  importations  from  foreign 
manufacturers,  is  forwarded.  In  submitting  offers  to  local  dealers 
and  consumers  it  is  advisable  to  indicate  the  width  of  the  article 
offered  and  the  minimum  quantity  for  which  trial  orders  will  be 
accepted. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  exporters  send  their  sample  collec- 
tions by  registered  parcel  post,  addressed  to  the  American  consul, 
Berne,  Switzerland,  and  marked  "Muster  ohne  Gebraucliswert " 
(sample  without  selling  value),  to  avoid  its  detention  by  the  local 
customs  authorities. 

[A  list  of  consumers  of  bookbinding  fabrics  in  the  Berne,  Switzerland,  con- 
salar  district  and  the  name  of  n  wholesaler  of  bookbinding  fabrics  at  Benie 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its 
district  or  cooperative  offices.    Kefer  to  file  No.  81438.] 


FBOFOSED  SFAinSH  FOBEION  TBAOE  BANK. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  10.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  of  October  2  publishes  a  decree  authorizing 
the  Minister  of  Finance  to  present  to  the  Cortes  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  formation  of  a  bank,  to  be  known  as  the  Banco  Espanol  De 
Comercio  Exterior  and  having  its  headquarters  at  Madrid,  for 
making  advances  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  foreign  trade. 

The  operations  of  the  proposed  bank  are  defined  as  follows:  The 
granting  of  credit  to  facilitate  the  export  of  goods  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  import  of  raw  materials  and  accessories  for  agriculture  and 
national  industries;  the  discount,  purchase,  and  sale  of  international 
drafts  in  any  currency ;  the  opening  of  credits  in  foreign  money  for 
operations  abroad;  the  "nationalization"  of  acceptances  and  drafts 
resulting  from  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise;  the  estab- 
lishment of  general  merchandise  warehouses  and  of  free  zones;  the 
formation  of  information  bureaus  and  commercial  museums;  the 
granting  of  loans  for  guaranteeing  vessels;  and  maritime  insurance. 

The  capital  of  the  bank  will  be  fixed  by  the  Government  and  is  to 
be  not  less  than  40,000,000  pesetas  [approximately  $8,000,0001.  It  is 
to  be  subscribed  either  by  means  of  a  competition  between  Spanish 
banking  concerns  or  by  public  subscription  and  will  be  represented 
by  registered  shares  ("acciones  nominativas").  The  shares  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  must  not  exceed  one-fifth  of  the  capital  issue. 
The  State  will  give  an  annual  subsidy  to  the  bank  of  a  maximum  sum 
of  5  per  cent  of  its  share  capital. 


VIENNA'S  EXPOBTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Albert  Halstead,  Tlenna,   Austria,   Oct   10.] 

The  total  value  of  the  merchandise  declared  at  the  Vienna  consulate 
general  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  1916  was  $178,098.  Of  this  amount  $110,175  covered 
cargoes  forwarded  in  the  first  quarter,  $36,456  in  the  second,  arJ 
$31,467  in  the  third. 
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•  coBAL  FBODircnoir  nr  italt. 

[ConsQl  B.  Harvey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Sept.  80.] 

Venice  is  a  center  for  tourist  trade  in  coral  and  shell  cameos,  and 
inquiries  for  coral  articles  often  come  to  this  consulate  from  those 
who  believe  that  Venice  is  extensively  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  such  goods.  Trinkets  and  cameos  of  coral  are  often  most  skill- 
fully mounted  by  the  expert  jewelers  of  Venice,  but  coral  itself  is 
never  gathered  or  worked  here. 

Si^or  L.  Borriello,  of  Kome,  in  an  article  in  a  scientific  magazine 
published  at  Milan,  Italy,  gives  some  interesting  facts  regarding 
coral  from  which  the  following  extracts  have  been  translated : 

(1)  C!oral  fishing  is  carried  on  in  Italy  by  fishers  of  Torre  del  Greco  (Naples), 
of  Leghorn,  and  of  Genoa ;  in  other  countries  by  Cfreeks,  Turks,  and  Japanese. 

Processes  Employed  in  Manufacture. 

(2)  The  manufacture  of  coral  Is  confined  to  Torre  del  Greco.  In  other  cities, 
such  as  Naples,  Rome,  and  Paris,  often  pointed  out  as  centers  of  cofal  manu- 
facture, only  the  mounting  of  coral  In  metal  is  done.  The  manufacture  is  en- 
tirely by  hand,  because  this  material,  on  account  of  its  many  Irregularities,  can 
not  be  worked  by  machines.  Coral,  therefore,  must  be  cut,  sieved,  bored, 
planed,  rounded,  and  polished,  branch  by  branch.  Each  of  these  operations  re- 
quires special  workers  (men  and  women),  who  use  special  instruments  and 
work  tables.  Thus  cutting  is  done  with  files  (triangular,  flat,  rectangular,  and 
toothed),  and  with  nippers.  Sieving  is  done  with  special  sieves  and  distributes 
the  cut  coral  according  to  size.  The  boring  is  Intrusted  solely  to  women.  This 
work  is  done  by  means  of  a  special  type  of  small  perforators.  Leveling  or  plan- 
ing is  done  by  threading  the  bored  corals  on  iron  wire,  laying  them  on  a  beam 
of  hard  wood  and  passing  over  them,  at  a  regulated  pressure,  a  grindstone 
(lipped  In  water.  This  work  is  also  done  solely  by  women.  Afterwards  the  coral 
is  rounded  or  turned,  either  at  the  grindstone,  if  the  edges  alone  are  to  be 
rounded  off,  or  with  a  file,  if  the  so-called  "  pallini "  (small  balls)  are  desired. 

Buttons,  Pendants,  and  Other  Objects. 

For  other  objects,  such  as  buttons,  pendants,  horns,  and  reels,  much  the 
same  processes  are  employed,  with  some  omissions.  The  bars,  for  example, 
do  not  require  boring ;  the  horns  and  buttons  do  not  need  leveling.  C!oral  may 
be  worked  with  the  chisel  to  make  cameos,  flowers,  animals,  and  lettering.  In 
this  case  the  work  of  reducing  its  thickness  is  limited  to  the  cutting  and  the 
grindstone  wheel. 

(3)  Polishing  of  coral  follows  immediately  the  work  of  the  file  or  diisd. 
Then  It  Is  a  matter  of  polishing  eltho:  a  quantity  of  coral,  uniform  and  of 
medium  size,  or  special  pieces  such  as  penholders  or  cameos.  In  the  first  case 
a  quantity  of  coral  is  put  into  a  small  bag  of  strong,  raw  linen  together  with 
crushed  pumice  stone  and  the  bag  Is  shaken  in  a  special  tub  with  a  hole  for 
drainage  under  a  small  column  of  water.  When  the  coral  is  well  pumlcated  It 
is  washed  and  passed  into  a  clean  bag.  Instead  of  the  pumice  the  so-called 
"  pnllmento  "  (red  or  white)  Is  used,  and  the  former  operation  is  r^)eated,  first 
without  water,  then  with  a  little,  and  finally  with  much  water,  when  the 
coral  has  become  brilliant.  • 

Origin  of  Pnlimento  Unknown  to  Workers. 

What  the  "  pulimento  "  is  the  inhabtants  of  Torre  del  Greco,  while  so  proud 
and  Jealous  of  their  industry,  have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  find  out,  as  in- 
deed what  the  "acqua  osslgenata"  (hydrogen  peroxide)  is,  which  is  used  to 
change  the  color  of  the  coral,  black  when  extracted  from  the  sea,  to  red.  As 
for  the  "pulimento,"  I  belief e  It  is  not  at  all  different  from  that  which  the 
Jewelers  use  to  polish  precious  stones. 

If  a  single  piece  is  to  be  polished,  the  process  used  is  that  for  polisbiog 
shells,  by  means  of  finely  powdered  pumice  stone  mixed  with  common  oil. 
The  grease  is  removetl  by  soap  and  water,  pulimento,  or  common  chalk  wIOi 
sulphuric  acid. 

(4)  The  coral  trade  of  Torre  del  Greco  branches  out  everywhere,  especially 
to  India,  where  Calcutta  has  been  for  very  many  years  the  largest  cond 
market,  to  the  United  States,  to  Russia,  and  to  Turkey. 
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Visitors  to  Naples  may  easily  make  a  trip  to  Torre  del  Greco,  where  It  will 
not  be  difficult  to  obtain  admission  to  the  Royal  School  for  the  Incision  of 
Coral  for  the  Decorative  and  Industrial  Arts,  or  they  may  visit  some  of  the 
better  known  manufactories,  such  as  those  of  D'Ella,  Mazza,  Borriello,  Scogna- 
miglio,  Vitieilo,  or  Sorrentlno.  Prof.  Cav.  Enrico  Taverna  is  director  of 
this  school,  and  persons  Interested  in  coral  maunfacture  may  write  to  him  or 
to  Signer  L.  Borriello  at  Rome. 


MOVEMENT  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  AND  COTTON  SEED. 

[Consul  Arthur  Garrcis,  Alexandria,  Oct.  4.] 

Statistics  of  the  movement  of  Egyptian  cotton  for  the  "cotton" 
year  from  September  1,  1915,  to  August  31,  1916,  compiled  by  the 
Alexandria  General  Produce  Association,  disclose  a  stock  of  9,211,558 
pounds  on  hand  at  the  latter  date : 

Pounds. 

Stocks  at  Alexandria,  September  1,  101.5 88, 186, 296 

Arrivals  up  to  August  31,  1916 476, 062, 279 

Total 564,  248, 575 

Exports 548, 0.54,  063 

Local  consumption , 5, 596, 268 

Destroyed  by  fire 1, 386, 686 

Total J 55.5. 037, 017 

Stock  on  hand  August  31,  1916 9, 211, 558 

The  year's  exports  stated  in  bales  approximating  800  pounds  each, 
■went  to:  United  States,  184,544;  England,  355,669;  Spain,  20.,332; 
France,  45,812;  Japan,  25,8.01;  Italy,  52,516;  Russia,  42,619;  India, 
Portugal,  and  Greece,  1,026:  total,  728,319  bales. 

England  the  Chief  Purchaser  of  Cotton  Seed. 

Similar  data  regarding  the  year's  movement  of  cotton  seed  reveal  a 
stock  on  hand  on  August  31,  1916,  of  138,822  bushels,  as  contrasted 
with  a  carry-over  of  74,038  bushels  for  the  preceding  year : 

Bushels. 

Stocks  at  Alexandria,  September  1,  1915 74,  038 

Arrivals  up  to  August  31,  1916 14.  289, 478 

Total 14,  363,  514 

Exports 10, 67.5,  204 

Local  consumption 3, 549. 488 

Total 14,  224, 602 

Stock  on  hand  August  31,  1916 , 138, 822 

Of  the  exports  England  took  10,652,748  bushels  and  France  all  of 
the  remainder. 


Braziliaii  Exporter  Desires  American  Connections. 

The  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  general  has  forwarded  the  name  of  a 
Brazilian  exporter  who  states  that  he  is  in  position  to  ship  native 
medicinal  plants  and  roots,  rock  crystal,  mangrove  bark  and  leaves, 
minerals  of  various  kinds,  vanilla  beans,  yellow  topaz,  kaolin,  and 
colored  sand,  and  also  birds,  insects,  monkeys,  and  snakes.  His  ad- 
dress may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Conunerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file 
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THE  ATTAB  OF  BOSE  DiBXrSTBY  IS  BUIGASIA. 

[Consul  General  D.  J.  Harph7,  Sofia,  Sept.  1.] 

The  most  ancient  and  most  attractive  Bulgarian  industry  is  the 
cultivation  of  the  rose,  from  which  is  distilled  the  well-known 
essence  "Attar  of  Rose."  Bulgaria's  extensive  rose  fields  are  on  the 
southern  slopes  of  the  Balkan  Mountains,  the  rose  district  being  80 
miles  in  length,  30  miles  in  width,  with  an  average  height  above  sea 
level  of  1,300  feet. 

Several  conditions  are  essential  for  the  cultivation  of  the  rose  and 
the  production  of  the  attar :  The  soil  must  be  easily  permeable  to  water; 
the  bushes  must  be  protected  from  the  cold  north  winds  of  the 
winter;  there  must  be  no  excess  of  unseasonable  rain  and  no  early  and 
excessive  droughts.  These  conditions  all  exist  in  the  "Rose  Valley," 
where  the  rose  thrives  as  in  no  other  spot  on  earth.  After  Bulgaria 
attained  its  independence  from  Turkey  in  1878,  the  Ottoman  Grov- 
ernment  attempted  to  establish  the  rose  industry  in  Asia  Minor, 
many  acres  of  gardens  being  planted  around  Broussa,  where  roses 
grew  in  abundance,  but  upon  distillation  these  roses  produced  practi- 
cally none  of  the  attar. 

In  Bulgaria  but  two  varieties  of  roses  are  cultivated,  the  red, "  Rosa 
Damascena,"  and  the  white, "  Rosa  Alba,"  which  are  combined  in  the 
process  of  distillation ;  but  the  red  rose,  which  resembles  the  French 
"  Rose  du  Roi,"  is  richer  in  perfume  and  essence  than  the  white.  In 
the  Rose  Valley,  where  there  are  some  20,000  acres  of  gardens,  the 
atmosphere  of  the  entire  district  is  charged  with  perfume  when  the 
roses  are  in  bloom. 
The  Cnltivation  and  Harvesting  of  the  Koie. 

The  planting  of  a  rose  garden  is  much  like  that  of  a  vineyard.  The 
soil  is  prepared  by  careful  tilling  and  fertilizing,  ditches  being  dug 
in  rows  a  foot  and  a  half  in  depth  and  width,  and  a  yard  and  a  half 
apart.  The  shoots  are  planted  in  the  bottoms  of  these  ditches  in  a  mix- 
ture of  soft  earth  and  manure,  and  within  a  year  the  bushes  are  about 
a  foot  high. 

The  first  crop  of  consequence  comes  with  the  third  year — the 
bushes  attain  their  full  growth,  about  6  feet,  in  the  fifth  year  and 
continue  to  yield  abundantly  for  20  years.  There  is  but  one  crop  a 
year,  the  harvest  beginning  about  the  third  week  in  May  and  lasting 
18  to  30  days,  the  duration  depending  on  weather  ccmditions.  In 
hot  summers  the  harvesting  proceeds  rapidly,  the  plants  completely 
flowering  in  14  to  20  days. 

The  roses,  gathered  by  women  and  girls,  are  carried  to  the  near-by 
distillery,  spread  out  in  cool,  cemented  chambers,  and  distilled  the 
same  day.  The  gathering  continues  from  daybreak  until  10  or  11 
o'clock,  or,  if  the  day  is  cloudy,  for  an  hour  or  two  longer — roses 
gathered  in  a  hot  sun  have  a  comparatively  feeble  odor  and  yield 
but  little  essence.  In  times  of  rapid  harvests  the  flowers  are  often 
so  plentiful  that  they  overtax  the  capacity  of  the  stills  and  have  to 
be  thrown  away. 
Attar  Obtained  by  Doable  Distillation. 

The  alembic,  or  still,  is  usually  of  the  simplest  construction ;  a  con- 
vex, tinned  copper  boiler,  narrowed  at  the  top  to  a  neck  on  which  is 
afiixed  a  spherical  head.  It  is  about  3^  feet  high,  the  diameter  at  the 
widest  part  being  about  2f  feet.    From  the  head  a  straight  tube 
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inclines  to  a  wurm  condenser  placed,  in  a  tub  of  runninc  water.  The 
average  capacity  of  the  still  is  20  gallons,  20  pounds  of  roses  and  15 
gallons  of  water  being  used.  This  first  distillation,  which  is  com- 
pleted in  about  45  minutes,  yields  30  to  35  pounds  of  rose  water, 
which  is  redistilled — 100  to  120  pounds  producing  some  30  pounds 
of  the  second  distillate — ^to  get  the  concentrated  extract.  The  ex- 
tract is  strong  in  odor  and  has  a  turbid  appearance  from  the  presence 
of  minute  yellow-white  globules — the  attar — which,  being  lighter 
than  the  liquid,  gi'adually  rise  to  the  surface  and  are  carefully 
skimmed  off. 
Production  and  Export — Adulteration. 

About  20,000  acres  are  devoted  to  rose  culture  in  Bulgaria,  the 
annual  harvest  yielding  35,000,000  to  45,000,000  pounds,  or  about 
8,000,000,000  roses.  A  1-acre  garden  under  favorable  conditions 
produces  2,000  to  2,500  pounds  of  roses,  from  which  10  to  15  ounces 
of  attar  of  rose  may  be  distiUed.  Generally  180  to  200  pounds  of 
roses  will  produce  1  ounce  of  the  attar ;  there  are  about  200  roses  to 
the  pound.  The  total  production  of  the  attar  varies  with  the  seasons, 
but  it  averages  175,000  ounces. 

The  largest  rose  crops  on  record  were  those  of  1900, 1903,  and  1906, 
which  resulted  in  180,000  ounces,  210,000  ounces,  and  225,000  ounces 
of  attar,  respectively.  The  1916  production  is  small  in  comparison, 
not  more  than  110,000  ounces  being  distilled. 

Nearly  all  the  attar  of  rose  produced  in  Bulgaria  is  exported, 
the  largest  markets  being  Paris,  London,  and  New  York.  The  •x- 
port  in  1900  amounted  to  180,000  ounces;  in  1905,  to  210,000  ounces; 
and  in  1910,  to  216,000  ounces.  The  average  price,  prior  to  the  war, 
was  $12  per  ounce. 

At  one  time  during  the  Turkish  regime  the  rose  leaves  w«re 
sprinkled  with  geranium  oil,  which  produced  a  heavy  yield  of  attar 
upon  distillation;  but  this  practice  has  long  since  been  discontinued, 
as  the  attar  obtained  partook  more  of  the  perfume  of  the  geranium 
than  of  the  rose. 

The  rose  crop  of  Bulgaria  is  subject  to  damage  from  hailstorms, 
excessive  cold,  an  early  and  deceptive  spring  frost  during  the  bud- 
ding season,  and  hot,  dry  weather  in  the  harvest  time.  In  the  last 
two  lies  the  greatest  danger. 

AXEBICAS  PILMS  FOPULAS  IN  COSTA  RICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Albert  B.  PuIIen,  Port  Limon,  Oct.  11.] 

"  Teatro  Arrasty  "  is  the  only  motion-picture  theater  in  the  Port 
Limon  district.  It  seats  800  and  charges  an  admission  fee  of  30 
cents,  the  performance  lasting  two  hours.  The  films  usually  shown 
are  features  of  five  or  six  reels,  all  types  of  pictures  being  in  favor — 
dramatic,  scenic,  comic,  etc.  The  theater  rents  its  films  from  "  Teatro 
Variedades  "  in  San  Jose,  the  rental  charge  ranging  from  $4  to  $20 
per  film. 

Although  American  films  are  the  most  popular,  those  from  France, 
Italy,  Spain,  Denmark,  and  England  are  also  shown.  Among  the 
American  feature  films  recently  seen  here  were  "  The  Yellow  Pass- 
port," "As  in  a  Looking  Glass  "  "  Evidence,"  "  The  Mark  of  a  Dol- 
lar,"  and  "The  Aventures  of  Kathleen."  The  duty  on  all  films  is 
4.2  cents  a  pound.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  Google 


554 


OOMKEBCE  BKPOBTS. 


JAPAN  IN  THE  COTTON-SPUOnOilO  IHDUSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  E.  H.  Doonuui,  Kobe,  Sept.  18.] 

The  profits  of  the  spinning  industry  in  Japan  for  the  six  months 
ended  June  30,  1916,  were  most  welcome  after  the  comparatively 
lean  half  year  preceding.  During  the  latter  part  of  1915  the  sales 
of  'cotton  yarn  had  fallen  off  to  such  an  extent  that  certain  mills 
stopped  running,  and  others  dismissed  large  numbers  of  operatives. 
With  the  beginning  of  the  new  year  conditions  became  favorable,  and 
at  present  all  the  factories  except  two  are  in  operation,  with  an 
average  working  day  of  22  hours.  The  net  profits  of  the  larger  com- 
panies for  six  months,  compared  with  those  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1915,  were: 


Companies. 


Kanegafochl 

Toyo 

Fuji 

Amagasaki . . 

Setlsu 

Klsblwada.. 

Qodo 

Wakayama  . 
Fuku.<ihima  . 

Nlsshln 

MaigBi 


January  lo 
June,  1915. 


t95S. 
776, 
900, 
448, 
332. 
174, 
207, 
73. 
149. 
128. 
165, 


January    lo 
June,  1916. 


$1,276. 

1.071. 

1.134. 

1,205, 
480. 
291. 
229, 
187, 
156. 
209, 
230, 


Companies. 


Temma 

Klyo 

Idzumi 

Sakal 

Ilinode 

Ehlnie 

Matsuyama 
Mishlma... 

Total. 


January  to 
June,  191S. 


tllS.aBl 
43,451 
58,330 
58,601 
2»,7S3 
23.307 
It,  136 
9,236 


4,6n,2U 


January  to 
Jwaa.mi. 


tl5,a» 

67,70ft 
68,  n7 
53,185 
35,377 
38,388 
it;  967 
11,611 


6, 862,  Ml 


To  Combat  Sale  of  Indian  Tarn  in  China. 

Preparations  made  by  the  Cotton  Spinners'  Association  to  combat 
the  sale  of  Indian  yarn  in  China  have  aroused  general  interest 
The  Indian  Government,  in  conjunction  with  the  movement  to  en- 
courage the  growing  of  cotton  within  the  British  Empire,  has  urged 
experts  to  visit  Japan  and  seek  information  concerning  Japanese 
manufacturing  and  trade  methods  in  China.  Japanese  steamship 
companies  have  raised  the  freight  rates  for  cotton  yam  between 
Bombay  and  Shangliai  from  22  to  36  rupees  per  ton  (rupee=32 
cents),  and  between  Bombay  and  Hongkong  from*  19  to  33  rupees. 
The  new  rates  are  in  force  from  November  1,  1916. 

At  one  time  this  year  the  price  of  cotton  yam  in  Japan  was  raised 
to  such  a  level  that  merchants  found  it  profitable  to  reimport  Japa- 
nese yarn  from  Shanghai.  An  agreement  has  been  made  among  the 
spinners  to  sell  only  through  their  associations,  in  order  to  steady 
prices  and  preclude  speculation. 

Increase  in  Investments — Condition  of  Industry. 

The  increase  in  capital  has  amounted  to  23,843,750  yen  (yen= 
$0.4985).  This  was  distributed  as  follows:  Settsu,  $1,750,000;  Meri- 
yasu,  $300,000;  Sakai,  $600,000;  Kiyo,  $375,000;  Oita,  $750,000; 
Fulcushima,  $571,875;  Osaka  Orimono,  $800,000;  Wakayama,  $650,- 
000;  Kurashiki,  $750,000;  Toyo,  $5,375,000;  total,  $11,921,875.  In 
addition,  the  Godo  Spinning  Cos.  issued  debentures  for  1,500,- 
000  yen,  the  Naigai  Spinning  Co.  for  1,000,000  yen,  and  the  Idzumi 
Spinning  Cos.  for  600,000  yen,  a  total  of  8,100,000  yen,  or 
about  $1,550,000.  The  condition  of  the  industry  from  January  1  to 
June  30, 1916,  is  shown  by  the  following  statistics : 
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Condition  of  industry. 


Six  months 
of  1015. 


Six  months 
otlOlS. 


Condition  o(  industry. 


Six  months 
of  1915. 


Six  months 
0(1916. 


Companlos 

Factories 

Total  capital 

Capita]  paid  up 

Beservofund 

Spindles: 

Ring. 

Mule 

Twisting 

Ixioms 

Yam  produced: 

Ring pounds.. 

Mule do 


42 

ISO 

154,449,360 

$43,477,847 

tl8, 613,406 

2,724,452 
48,530 
348,739 
28,387 

335,028,551 
1,249,801 


39 

160 

154,050,560 

842,912,469 

819,843,843 

2,764,688 
51,450 
365,566 
30,502 

396,926,581 
2,054,756 


Cotton  consumed: 
British    India, 

pounds 

China do 

Egypt do — 

French  Indo-Chlns, 

pounds 

Korea pounds.. 

United  State3.do.... 
All  other  countries, 

pounds 


289,111,574 
8,967,046 
6,448,411 

1,153,029 


99,528,764 
2,300,055 


296,605,614 
19,069,668 
T;  825,283 

4,047,710 

4,403,870 

117,898,772 

2,442,501 


Total.. pound;.. 


385,508,878 


451,093,322 


Semarkable  Increase  in  Imports  from  Korea. 

Imports  of  cotton  from  Korea  have  increased  remarkably.  Cotton 
has  always  been  grown  in  that  country,  but  the  fiber  is  exceedingly 
short  and  is  rather  yellow.  It  is  imported  into  Japan  chiefly  for 
wadding  quilts  and  clothing.  Experiments  with  seed  imported  from 
the  United  States  have  been  made  and  met  with  unexpected  success. 
The  area  under  cultivation  for  American  cotton  in  1911  was  67,000 
acres,  with  a  yield  of  3,649,400  pounds.  These  figures  had  increased 
in  1915  to  757,500  acres,  yielding  38,224,495  pounds.  During  the 
current  year  it  is  expected  the  area  will  increase  to  about  1,200,000 
acres,  with  a  yield  of  60,000,000  poimds,  or  about  one- fourth  of  the 

Quantity  of  cotton  annually  imported  into  Japan  from  the  United 
itates.  i ,... 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  of  cotton  into  Japan -by 
countries  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916  were : 


Countries. 

1915 

1918 

Quantity. 

Vahiei 

Quantity. 

Valoa. 

British  India 

Pounit. 

384,708,667 

127,578,287 

26,941,200 

1,848,583 

10,358,400 

2,075,200 

760,887 

140,414,718 

17,131,161 

2,594.813 

83,239 

2,080,377 

192,745 

18,275 

Pounds. 

416,119,067 

169,870.267 

20. 863,  W 

}i,  051,. 583 

10,373,:i33 

(i.423.(»0 

2,354.933 

117,067 

1,142,400 

4,138,333 

ttt,2S2,406 

United  States 

20,678,307 

2,587,910 

'French  Tndo.China , 

570,280 

EDPt 

3,446,423 

kSm    ::::::;""."!"::"i::i"::""!"i: 

646,115 

Dnteh  India 

77,210 

Kwangtung  Province. ........................... 

10,950 

Slam. 

524,533 
187,342 

17,387 

5,514 

8 

40.239 

Straits  Settlements.. .....•••. .•■>.•»•••••...... 

126,281 

All  other  countries 

Xotal  

554,978,809 

62,527,226 

641,454,400 

77,436,130 

Exports  of  yarn  from  Japan  during  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year,  with  the  countries  to  which  they  were  sent,  were  as  follows: 
British  India,  1,883,933  pounds,  valued  at  $572,027;  China,  96,110,807 
pounds,  valued  at  $16,011,366;  Hongkong,  10,252,465  pounds,  valued 
at  $1,835,466;  Korea,  5,401,860  pounds,  valued  at  $783,285;  Kwang- 
tung  Province,  3,286,063  pounds,  valued  at  $514,727;  Philippine 
Islands,  299,760  pounds,  valued  at  $89,384;  all  other  countries, 
362,941  pounds,  valued  at  $76,291 ;  total,  117,587,829  pounds,  valued 
at  $19,882,546;  yarn,  from  No.  1  to  No.  20,  98j995,155  pounds,  valued 
at  $14,912,776;  No.  21  and  over,  18,592,674  pounds,  valued  at 
$4,969,770. 
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PHEASANT  FAI^S  DT  SOUTH  CHDTA. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong.] 

Laws  of  the  United  States  against  the  importation  into  American 
territory  of  the  skins,  feathers,  or  other  parts  of  wild  birds  give 
promise  of  leading  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pheasant  farms 
in  South  China,  although  the  raising  of  domesticated  pheasants  al- 
ready is  upon  a  very  large  scale,  particularly  in  certain  districts 
near  Yunnanfu,  Yunnan  Province.  Direct  shipments  to  the  United 
States  are  on  the  increase,  and  inquiries  indicate  that  when  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  products  are  better  understood  there  the 
trade  with  America  will  increase  even  more  rapidly. 

At  present  the  pheasant  feathers  and  skins  reaching  Hongkong 
come  almost  entirely  from  the  farms  near  Yunnanfu.  There  are  12 
of  these  farms  of  some  moment,  one  of  them  raising  well  toward 
200,000  birds  a  year,  while  the  total  output  is  estimated  to  be  in 
excess  of  300,000  and  may  be  much  larger.  The  farming  includes 
both  the  Golden  and  the  Silver  pheasants.  The  Golden  r  re  the  more 
common  birds,  but  th2re  is  comparatively  little  difference  in  the 
demand  for  either  of  the  two  varieties. 

The  biids  are  raised  much  as  are  ordinary  fowls,  the  eggs  being 
hatched  in  Chinese  incubators  and  the  chicks  handled  in  native- 
made  brooders  on  the  larger  farms,  though  the  rule  on  the  smaller 
farms  seems  to  be  co  rely  upon  the  hens  for  hatching.  The  birds 
are  usually  worth  at  Yunnanfu  from  $1  to  $1.20  silver  currency 
(from  $0.40  to  $0.50  gold)  each.  Of  this  value  about  half  repre- 
sents the  value  of  the  skins  and  feathers  for  export  iand  the  rest  the 
value  of  the  meat  of  the  birds.  Most  of  the  birds  are  killed  about  the 
Chinese  New  Year  and  are  used  for  food  during  the  festival  season, 
though  there  is  a  good  demand  for  them  at  all  times. 

Europe  the  Chief  Market. 

There  is  practically  no  distinction  made  in  the  price  of  the  male 
and  female  birds  as  a  rule.  Before  the  war  the  business  of  shipping 
the  feathers  oi  these  birds  out  of  Yunnan  to  Hongkong  and  thence 
to  Europe  was  largely  in  the  control  of  German  firms.  Since  the 
war  the  business  has  been  taken  up  mostly  by  French  and  Danish 
firms.  The  immensely  larger  portion  of  the  output  of  the  far.ns  goes 
to  Europe,  Marseille  still  bemg  the  chief  center  of  the  trade  in 
Europe,  the  imderstanding  being  that  many  of  the  birds  are  there 
prepared  for  reexport  to  the  United  States  and  particularly  South 
America.  The  skins  and  feailiers  are  seldom  used  locally  by  the 
Chinese,  a  few  being  employed  now  and  then  in  Chinese  theatrical 
costumes,  out  seldom  if  ever  as  a  normal  portion  of  Chinese  dress. 

The  skins  are  cured  simply  by  immersing  in  a  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  for  disinfection,  by  treatment  with  an  nlum  preparation,  and 
steaming  and  then  drying.  They  come  to  Hongkong  usuttlly  in  small 
bales  protected  by  matting,  but  the  more  valuable  feathers  and  skins 
are  separately  wrapped  in  paper  and  packed  in  cases.  They  are 
usually  expoi-ted  from  HongKong  in  cases. 

[A  lisc  of  Hongkong  firms  handling  pheasant  fenthers  and  skins  cay  be 
obtained  from  the  Eurenu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  upcn  rcferrin;  to  file  No.  81520.] 
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Articles. 


United  States  canal. 


1915 


ine 


Canadian  oanaL 


1915 


1918 


Total. 


1915 


1915 


XASTBOTTKD. 

, short  tons. 

Grain bushels. 

Vkm barrels. 

lion  ore short  tons. 

Fig  iron do... 

Lnmber Ufeet. 

Wheat boshels. 

Oenerel  merchandise. .  .short  t<His. 
Passengers number. 

VESTBOCND. 

Coal: 

Hard short  tons. 

Soft do... 

Flour barrels. 

Oialn bushels. 

Hanutectored  Iron short  tons. 

Iron  ore do... 

Salt... barrels. 

Ocneral  merchandise. .  .abort  tons. 
Passengors number. 

TOTAL. 
Freidit: 

Eastbound short  tons. 

Westbound do... 

Total do... 

Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net. 


15,525 

5,841,877 

934,330 

5,470,803 

6,655 

58,583 

47,783,522 

40,259 

85 


260,188 
1,537,590 


19,653 

1,500 

113,876 

163,906 

59 


17.846 

3,566,538 

1,097,540 

7,629,311 

6,136 

49,787 

8,968,948 

66,468 

40 


272,350 

1,383,467 

91 

1,985 
14,669 


6,752 

3,848,973 

638,630 

1,405,763 

2,070 

4,716 

17,003,834 

18,207, 

452 


3.294,414 

570,710 

1,289,267 


105,693 


1,387 

9,475,885 

2,541 

479 


7,000 
74,250 


22,278 

9,690,850 

1,672,960 

6,876,570 

8,726 

63,284 

65,387,356 

66,466 

537 


260,188 
1,643,283 


373 
4,728 


2,626 


107,128 

143,533 

13 


8,540 

46,853 

3U 


3,500 

50,854 

311 


373 

24,378 

1,600 

122,416 

210,758 

372 


17,848 

6,860,952 

1,668,250 

8,918,578 

5,136 

61, 174 

18,444,833 

69,009 

519 


279,350 

1,457,717 

91 

1,985 

17,285 


110,628 

194,387 

324 


7,292,000 
1,999,917 


8,255,660 
1,830,118 


2,107,436 

168, 4E8 


1,698,004 
135,230 


9,39?,438 
2,158,415 


9,953,664 
1,966,348 


9,231,917 


10,085,778 


2,365,^34 


1,833,234 


11,557,851 


11,019,012 


2,421 
7,306,369 


2,479 
7,915,223 


810 
1,977,  COl 


774 
1,480,741 


3,231 
9,283,260 


3,253 
9,395,984 


SEVEN  MONTHS  ENDING  OCTOBER. 


EAOTBOUND. 

Copper short  tons. 

Oram bnshels. 

Flour barrels 

Iron  ore short  tons, 

Pig  Iron do. . , 

Lumber Mleet. 

Wheat bushels. 

Oenttal  merchandise. .  .short  tons, 
Passengers number, 

WISIBOUNS. 

Coal: 

Hard short  tons. 

Soft do... 

Flour barrels, 

Otaln bnshels, 

Uannlactiired  Iron short  tons. 

Iron  we do... 

Salt barrels 

General  merchandise. .  .short  tons 
Passengers number 

TOTAL. 
Freleht: 

£astbound short  tons.. 

Westbound do 

Total do.... 

Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net.. 


99,813 
21,024,831 
4,512,449 
37,388,870 
8,870 
377,387 
93,800,092 
158,561 
13,813 


l,6n),289 

9,381,288 

100 

31,250 

140,627 

1,500 

676,776 

865,644 

12,534 


42,043,977 
12,138,376 


54,180,353 


14,560 
41,009,237 


97,633 

33,521,233 

5,405,688 

45,648,245 

35/133 

290,490 

102,254,129 

228,033 

12,085 


1,808,021 

11,660,484 

361 

6,695 

118,285 

14,479 

637,330 

844,675 

11,235 


50,773,287 
14,541,689 


17,838 
14,170,372 
2,151,618 
3,249,652 
8,770 
38,985 
38,125,990 
109,276 
12,934 


38,633 
368,058 


65,314,976 


18,281 
49,631,360 


373 
17,888 


26,810 

237,489 

11,797 


5,095,197 
685,904 


3,883 
34,858,203 
2,796,471 
10  640,683 


5,761,101 


3,578 
6,863,021 


12.083 
72,926,588 
52,960 
15,610 


80,810 

837,411 

12,960 


15,441 
14,448 

45,787 

287,585 

16,473 


13,826,001 
1233,632 


15,059,633 


5,837 
11,466,844 


117,851 

35,195,203 

6,684,067 

40,638,322 

15,840 

416,352 

131,926,082 

267,837 

25,747 


1,708,922 

9,749,346 

100 

31,623 

158,615 

1,500 

603,588 

1,093,133 

24,331 


101,515 

68,179,433 

8,202,139 

56,288,928 

35,032 

302,573 

175,180,717 

280,993 

27,645 


47,139,174 
12,802.280 


59,941,454 


18,138 
47,802,258 


I, 


487,895 
13,321 
6,695 

133,736 
28,927 

683,117 

133,260 
26,708 


84,599,288 
15.775,221 


80,374.a» 


22,093 
61,097,204 
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COHMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


AHEBICAH  COlirSVIAS  OITICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflBcers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
vonr.o. 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J ;  Hanover,  Oermanv... 

Clum,  Harold  D Calitary  A11<crta,  Can- 
ada. . 
Chamberlin,  George  E Georgetown,  Guiana . . 


Donaldson,  Chester Tort  Limon,  Costa 

I      Rica. 

Hanson,  OeorgeC .'"watow,  China 

Morgan,  Henry  H Hamburg,  Germany . . 

Smith,  Joseph  A I  Calcutta,  India 

Spahr,  Herman  L Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Winslow,  Edward  D Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Watson,  John  J.  C '  ft.  Pierre,  Miquolon.. 

Wlllrich,  Gebhard I  QnelHsc,  tjiicbcc 

Waddeil,  Alexander  W i  Athens,  Greece 


Doc.  23 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Do?  30 
Doc.     1 

Jan.  IS 
Doc.  I 
Dec.  n 


Dec.  25 
..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Cauger14es,  Ulster  County  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Cham.berlin,  Woodstodc  Vtl- 

Icy,  Ccnn.,  until  Deo.  17. 
31  ISruoe  Avonue,  Yonlcets,  N.  Y. 

129  Main  rtreet,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Knlckerboclcer  Hotel,  Forty-seeood 

Street  and  Broodwav.  New  York  City. 
Department  of  EUta,  Washington,  D.  C 

Do. 
C/o  District  Oflire,  Bureau  of  Foitigii 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  S04  Fedcol 

Building.  Cliicago.  III. 
2230  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washinslon,  D.C. 
Do. 


CHAirOES  IN  WIBEIESS  SEBVICE. 

Military  engineers  are  erecting  a  wireless  station  on  Cape  Juby,  on 
the  African  coast,  and  expect  to  have  it  in  operation  before  October  1. 
The  service  will  be  available  for  ships  in  distress.  As  the  big  instal- 
lation on  TeneriflFe  Island  is  less  than  100  miles  from  the  Cape  Juby 
plant,  communication  with  the  Canary  Islands  will  be  possible  and, 
through  them,  with  the  Spanish  mainland.  A  regular  steamship 
service  to  Cape  Juby,  with  sailings  from  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriife  on 
the  28th  of  each  month,  has  been  announced. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  has  been  informed  that 
the  following  land  stations  in  Alaska  have  been  closed  for  the  season, 
and  will  not  be  reopened  until  March.  1917:  Akutan  (KNW), 
Chignik  (KHC),  Egegak  (KMF),  Hales  Creek  (KMT),  Koggiung 
(KVV),  Koggiung  (KHB),  Naknek  (KHT).  Naknek  (KMK), 
Nushagak  (KMG),  and  Snag  Point  (KHF). 

It  is  reported  that  the  two  Marconi  outfits  purchased  by  the  Colom- 
bian Government  some  time  ago  will  be  delivered  soon.  It  is  intended 
to  establish  these  two  stations  at  Arauca  and  Orocue.  The  former  is 
situated  on  the  Arauca  River  where  it  forms  the  boundary  between 
Colombia  and  Venezuela,  and  the  latter  is  on  the  Meta  Kiver  200 
miles  east  of  Bogota. 

OFHCES  OF  THE  BTJBEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


DISTRICT  orncGS. 
KEW  TOBK :  Boom  40S,  Ciutomhone. 
BOSTON:  1801  rmloahoate. 
CHirAaO:  604  Frdrnl  Balldlag. 
ST.  LOUIS:  40S  Third  Natioul  Bank  Balldlig. 
ATLANTA :  521  Pout  Omre  Balldlag. 
KBW  OBLEAXS:  lOSO  BlbenU  Bank  Balldlmg. 
SAX  FRANCISrO:  SO;  Caslonkoast. 
SEATTLE:  848  Hrmy  Balldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 
fLETELAND:  Chaaber  of  Coma;ree. 
CIKCINNATI:  Ckanlier  of  CoMriee. 
CIXCINXATI:  C.  X.  0.  k  T.  P.  By.  C». 
LOS  ANOELES:  Chaaber  ol  Coaaenc. 
PBILADELPBIA:  ChMiber  of  Ooaaeif*. 
CHATTAXOOOA:  Soalh  Aa^rleia  Ageal,  SmIIh 

en  By.  Co. 
KIBTLAXO,  OBEd.:  CUaber  of  Coaance. 
DAIT05:  flnator  Daytoa  imndMn,, 
Digitized  by" 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOYEBlOfEHT  SVPFUES  AND  CONSTBUCTION. 

[CorreBpondence  sboold  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named,  and  speclflcntlons  can  usually 
b«  obtained  at  tbe  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  coses  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  OBk  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fnture  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  suppliea.  No.  3787. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  24,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  cold-rolled  steel,  man- 
ganese-steel bushings,  rivets,  bolts,  cast-iron  pipe,  pipe  fittings,  cocks, 
valves,  vitrified  sewer  pipe,  draintile,  saw  machine,  portable  blower,  crane 
ladle,  hydraulic  gauge,  snatch  blocks,  hawsing  irons,  hames,  rattan  baskets, 
rubber  valves,  gaskets,  electric  cable  and  wire,  electric  fixtures,  bell  trans- 
formers, watt-hour  meters,  electrical  fittings,  slate,  retl  fiber,  toweling, 
rubber  bands,  erasers,  paper  clips,  thumb  tacks,  pencils,  paper,  dipper- 
stick  timbers,  and  creosoted  piles.  (Circular  No.  1097.) 

Radio  station.  No.  3788. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Ndvy  Department,  Wasdtiington,  D.  C,  until  December  4, 
1916,  for  two  wooden  frame  buildings,  with  wood-shingle  roofs,  concrete 
piers,  and  plumbing  and  electric  lighting  systems;  two  guyed  steel-pipe 
masts  and  one  self-supporting  steel  tower,  with  concrete  foundations  and 
wooden  piles,  at  the  distant  control  naval  radio  station,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commqadant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Plantinff  of  trees  and  shrubs,  etc..  No.  3789. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receivetl 
at  the  office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  December  5,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Federal  building  at  Steelton,  Pa.,  in  accordance  with  speci- 
fications, copies  of  which  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  custodian  of 
the  building  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Hedical  supplies.  No.  3790. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  United  States  Ai-my,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November 
27,  1916,  for  furnishing  mailing  cases,  scrubbing  brushes,  spit  cups,  porce- 
lain mortars  and  pestles,  medicine  glasses,  steel  tapes,  etc. 

Tree  plantinff,  etc..  No.  8791. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  5,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the  grounds  of  tlie 
Federal  Building  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  accordance  with  drawing  T-1  and 
specification,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  cxistodlan 
of  the  building  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Painting  of  roof.  No.  3792. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  chief  clerk.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  No- 
vember 14,  1916,  for  painting  the  roof  of  the  Pension  Office  Building. 
Copies  of  proposals  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  at  room  118,  Patent 
Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc..  No.  3793. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  December  5,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Federal  buildings  at  Faribault,  Minn.,  In  accordance  with 
tlie  specifications,  copies  of  which,  as  well  as  copies  of  approach  plan,  may 
be  had  upon  application  to  the  custodian  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  etc.,  No.  3794.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  December  5,  1916,  for  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Federal  building  at  Ennis,  Tex.,  In  accordance  with  specifi- 
cation, copies  of  which,  as  well  as  copies  of  approach  plan,  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  building  or  at  the  above  office. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OPPOBTmriTIES. 

ttcserved  addreBsps  may  be  obtained  from  the  Dnrean  and  Its  district  oflleea.  -  Beqiitft 
for  cncb  uijportunlty  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  opportnalty^  *imkcr> 

Tbc  Bnreaa  does  not  fiirolsb  credit  rntlDin  or  assume  responslblTlt.T  as  to  the  Rlanding 
of  forelKn  Inqulrei-s;  the  usual  precautions  should  l>e  taken  In  all  cases.  Sj-mbols: 
•  Ueportcd  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Heported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial a jents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Hardirare    22050 

Heating  apparatus 22051 

Machinery,  cotton  seed 22959 

Medicines,   patent 22956 

Oils,    essential 22056 

Paper  boxes 22963 

Petroleum    jelly 22958 

Plumbing  supplies - 22961 

Snaps  and  perfumes 22956 

Sirups    22966 

Thread 22966 


Agency,  general 22955 

Boot  and  shoe  polish 22956 

Chemicals 22957 

Clothing 229C1 

Copper  sulphate 22960 

Cotton  sheeting  and  yarns 22052 

Crockery    22953 

Cutlery 229S0 

I>ruBS 22062 

Footwear 22061 

Fretwoods 22954 

llalr  oils 22950 

22951. t — A  man  In  Frnnoe  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
heating  appntiitus  and  appliances  and  plumhlng  supplies.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  Kiigllsh. 

22952.* — All  established  manufacturers'  agent  In  Colombia  desires  to  secure 
agencies  for  cotton  yarns  In  skeins  and  cones,  white  and  colored,  and 
white  and  gray  sheetings.    Heference.    Correspondence  In  English. 

22053.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  crockery. 

22954.* — A  firm  in  Australia  wishes  to  i-eceive  direct  quotations  on  fretwoods, 
first  quality,  cut  and  drcssetl  Iwth  sides  and  saudpaiM^ivil  smooth,  in  thick- 
nesses from  one-sixteenth  of  an  Inch  up  to  one-half  Inch,  In  satin  walnut, 
dark  walnut,  white  cliestnut,  holly,  and  white  maple. 

22955.* — An  advertising  and  commission  firm  in  Spain  wishes  to  act  as  repre- 
.sentatlve  for  the  .sale  on  a  commiKslon  l>:isis  (>f  all  kinds  of  American  mer- 
chandi.se.    CorrcsiKjiidence  may  be  in  Iiiigli.«h.    References. 

22956.* — A  wholesale  firm  In  East  Africa  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  with 
prices  and  discounts  given  on  medium  and  cheap  grades  of  cutlery,  b<K>t  and 
shoe  polish,  Iiair  oils,  essential  oils,  patent  medicines,  soups  and  perfumes, 
sirups,  small  hardware,  and  sik)oI  thread  of  both  cotton  and  silk. 

22957.* — A  commission  broker  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  get  Into  touch 
witli  American  manufacturer  of  caustic  so<ln,  caustic  potash,  and  cnrijonate 
of  potash,  used  iu  tlie  manufacture  of  soap. 

22{)58.* — A  firm  in  Central  America  Is  in  the  market  for  petroleum  Jelly.  Quo- 
tations deslretl  on  barrel  lots,  c.  1.  f.  steamer,  New  York.  Samples  are 
deslretl.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

22959.* — A  firm  of  engineer.'!  and  importers  In  South  Africa  desires  to  receive 
proposals  for  the  installation  of  machinery  and  equipment  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cottonseed  oil  and  cake.  Contemplated  plant  to  handle  from 
5  to  10  tons  of  seeds  a  day. 

22960.* — A  firm  in  France  is  desirous  of  communicating  with  firms  in  the  United 
States  in  a  position  to  supply  large  quantities  of  copper  sulphate.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  French. 

22061.* — Catalogues  and  prices,  etc.,  on  footwear  and  clothing  for  women  and 
ciilidren  are  desired  In  Russia.  Quotations  in  Russian  currency.  Corre- 
spondence in  Russian,  If  possible.  Weights  and  measurements  in  the  Uus- 
slan  system. 

22962.* — A  firm  In  Spain  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  drugs.    Correspondence  In  Spanish.    References. . 

22063.* — A  firm  in  Canada  is  desirous  of  communicating  with  American  manu* 
facturers  of  cardttoard  boxes. 
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EMBASGO  OH  COFFEE  SUBSTITTrrfeS  IS  HOBWAT. 

IConsul  General  E.  Haldeman  Deonison,  Christianla,  Oct.  12.) 

The  Norwegian  Government  tinde;*  date  of  September  30,  1916, 
prohibited  the  exportation <W  feoffee  substitutes  until  further  notice. 


ABDITIOirS  TO  SWISS  EMBAB60  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Zurich,  Oct.  29.) 

The  following  have  been  included  in  the  Swiss  list  of  prohibited 
exports:  Silk  waste,  floss  silk,  combed,  raw  silk,  untwisted,  and 
artificial  silk  and  wastes  thereof. 


SPAIN  BEHOVES  I^STBICTIONS  OH  FOBEIOH  BIBS. 

[Consnl  Ely  E.  Palmer,  Madrid,  Oct.  6;  supplementing  cablegram  in  Commerce  Rbpobts 

for  Oct  9,  1916.) 

Because  of  "  poor  quality  and  imperfection  of  the  national  produc- 
tion," a  royal  decree  of  September  27  removes  the  restrictions  on 
foreign  bids  for  Government  purchases  of  the  following  articles: 

Gas  motors  of  more  than  30  horsepower. 

Gas  generators  for  gas  motors' of  more  than  50  horsepower  per  unit. 

Electric  dynamos  of  all  cla.sses,  from  50  horsepower. 

Electric  motors  of  all  classes,  from  50  horsepower,  normal  load. 

Transformers  of  all  classes  of  more  than  200  kilowatts  potential,  normal  load, 
or  working  tension  above  10,000  volts. 

Malleable  steel  or  wrought  Iron  of  all  classes  and  weights,  whether  or  not 
galvanized. 

Kails  weighing  over  20  kilos  per  linear  meter  [13.44  pounds  per  foot]. 

Malleable  sheet  steel  of  all  dimensions  and  weights,  whether  galvanized  or 
not 

In  this  consulate's  cablegram  "  aceros  dulces  6  hierros  perfilados  " 
was  transmitted,  after  consultation  with  a  local  dealer  in  iron  and 
steel,  as  "  soft  steel  and  iron  forms,"  but  it  is  believed  the  term  "  mal- 
leable steel  and  wrought  iron  "  used  above  is  more  satisfactory. 
«ioe*— 16  .  581 
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BIG  INCBEASE  IN  SOHIinCAir  EZPOBTS  TO  UiriTED  STATES. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  H.  J.  Ton  ZleUnskl,  Santo  Domingo,  Oct  20.] 

The  declared  value  of  the  merchandise  invoiced  at  the  Santo  Do- 
mingo consulate  general  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during 
the  quarter  ended  September  30  last,  exclusive  of  returned  American 
goods  and  exports  to  Porto  Rico,  was  twelve  times  that  for  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1915,  as  the  following  table  shows : 


Articles. 

September 
quarter— 

Articles. 

September 
quarter— 

1915 

1«1« 

1915 

UU 

Beeswax  ..1. ...... ...•••.••.•. 

S10.358 
31,426 
3,308 

S13,(n6 

40,500 

6,071 

1,361 

11,059 
12,563 
62,825 

Metals:  Ccpper.old 

tl  538 

Cacao 

Molasses...!?., 

7^563 

60B.SM 

8W 

Coffee 

Sugar 

Airothtf 

n,oio 

Hides  and  ^Ins: 

Cowhides 

11,114 

s,fiei 

TotaL 

62,802 
2.013 
13,531 

755  709 

Returned  American  goods 

Exports  to  Porto  Rioo 

5^505 
10  677 

Logwood 

While  there  were  important  increases  over  the  September,  1915, 
quarter  in  all  the  leading  articles,  sugar  and  logwood  account  for 
$671,359  of  the  total  gain.  Witli  regatdto  sugar,  in  1915  the  entire 
crop  was  exported  before  July  1,  whereas  this  year  a  scarcity  of  labor 
extended  the  grinding  season  in  some  cases  until  the  middle  of  July. 
In  addition,  installation  of  new  machinery  and  extension  of  the  area 
under  cultivation,  together  with  the  output  of  a  new  sugar  estate, 
brought  the  exports  to  an  unexpected  level.  The  logwood  shipments  - 
reflect  the  demand  for  dyestuffs  in  the  United  States  [see  Cohmebce 
Reports  for  Mar.  30  and  Apr.  26, 1916].  Freight  rates,  which,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  quarter  were  $18  a  ton  to  New  York,  were  lowered  to 
$12  about  two  months  ago,  and  this  also  helped  considerably,  to 
increase  exportation. 


BUSSIAN  BTTDOET  FOB  1917. 

[L'£:conoml8te  Europien,  Oct  20.] 

The  Russian  Minister  of  Finance  has  just  presented  the  f6llow- 
ing  figures  for  the  budget  estimates  in  1917:  Ordinary  receipts, 
3,999,000,000  rubles  (the  normal  exchange  value  of  the  ruble  is 
$0,515;  the  current  quotation  is  about  $0.31) ;  extraordinary  receipts, 
79,000,000  rubles;  total  receipts,  4,078,000,000  rubles;  ordinary  ex- 
penditures. 3,734,000,000  rubles;  extraordinary  expenditures,  343,- 
000,000  rubles;  total  expenditures,  4,077,000,000  rubles.  The  ordi- 
nary receipts  exceed  by  967,000,000  rubles  those  of  1916.  An  increase 
so  considerable  in  the  revenue  of  the  Empire  must  be  explained  by 
the  introduction  in  1916  of  a  series  of  new  imposts,  by  the  increased 
receipts  of  railroad  lines,  and  finally  by  the  very  satisfactory  re- 
turns from  existing  taxes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  increase  in  ordi- 
nary expenditures  is  due  in  part  to  the  large  sums  necessary  for  the 
operation  of  the  railroads.  The  increase  in  extraordinary  expenses 
is  caused  by  the  projected  construction  of  new  railroad  lines. 
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CHOTA  OFFEBS  HABKET  F0£  AHEBICAIT  HETAIS. 

(Consul  6cD«ral  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Sept.  19.] 

After  a  series  of  fluctuations  which  at  times  had  an  element  of 
danger  to  American  shippers,  the  general  metal  market  in  Hongkong 
has  reached  what  is  generally  considered  a  fair  level,  and  there  is  a 
prospect  of  good  business  in  the  field  of  south  China  for  nearly  all 
lines  of  such  goods  from  the  United  States.    Steel  bars,  which  were 

Suoted  at  $190  to  $270  Hongkong  currency  per  ton  in  March,  1916, 
ell  to  $150  in  April,  but  now  are  quoted  at  about  $190.  Wire  nails 
which,  for  the  1-inch  to  3-inch  sizes  that  are  in  common  demand^ 
were  as  high  as  $21  in  March  and  fell  to  $12  in  April,  have  risen  to 
$14  per  keg.  higher  prices  being  imobtainable  on  account  of  an  over- 
stocked market.  At  the  present  prices  the  dealers  are  losing  nothing, 
although  for  a  time  it  looked  as  if  their  losses  would  be  heavy.  Mod- 
erate business  in  tin  plates  was  reported  during  the  past  week  at  $14 
to  $14.50  per  box,  compared  with  $11.20  to  $12.50  per  box  some 
weeks  ago. 
Kecovery  XTniform  All  Along  Met^l  Line. 

The  recovery  has  been  in  about  the  same  proportion  all  along  the 
metal  line.  The  state  of  the  market  is  of  particular  importance  to 
American  ^porters,  since.Jit^I*  metal  of  any  sort  is  jiow  coming  from 
Europe.  T^ead  has  advanced  about  20  per  cent  in  the  past  three 
months  and  is  now  quoted  at  $27  to  $28  per  picul  of  133^  pounds.  AH 
the  quotations  given  are  in  Hongkong  currency.  The  Hongkong  dol- 
lar varied  during  the  time  mentioned  from  50  to  54  cents  gold  in 
value. 

The  present  importance  of  Hongkong  as  a  metal  market  arises 
not  only  from  its  normal  trade,  which  probably  reaches  a  value  of 
*7,000.000  gold  annually  in  normal  times,  but  also  from  the  fact 
that  much,  if  not  most,  of  the  demand  for  metals  in  the  Malay  States 
and  the  East  Indies  at  present  must  be  handled  through  Hongkong — • 
by  transmission  if  not  by  original  purchase. 


ENCOUBAGElCEirr  OF  STOCK  BAISING  IN  PEBU. 

El  Boletili  de  Ciencias,  Artes  e  Industries  of  Lima,  has  issued  a 
pamphlet  for  the  use  of  stock  rai-sers  in  Peru.  This  publication  con- 
tains the  Peruvian  regulations  for  the  importation  of  live  stock,  and 
for  the  registration  and  marking  of  both  native  and  imported  stock, 
as  well  as  instructions  for  the  treatment  of  common  ailments  in 
animals.  The  microbiological  institute  of  the  Government  School 
of  Agriculture  investigates  the  diseases  of  stock,  makes  free  diag- 
noses, prepares  vaccines,  and  issues  the  certificates  of  immunity 
required  for  the  entry  of  live  stock  from  other  countries.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  services  offered  to  stock  raisers  by  the  Government 
through  this  institute  and  through  the  Live  Stock  Section  of  the 
Department  of  Fomento,  there  is  an  independent  Association  of 
Stock  Raisers  of  Peru  (Sociedad  de  Ganaderos  del  Peru),  which  is 
officially  recognized  by  the  Department  of  Fomento,  and  which  co- 
operates with  the  Government  in  the  promotion  of  the  national  live- 
stock industry. 
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HOP  FBODUCTlON  IN  WUKTTEHBEBG. 

[Consul  G«orge  Nicolas  Ifft,  Stuttgart,  Oermany,  Act.  10.] 

Wurttemberg  is  one  of  the  minor  hop  districts  of  Germany,  pro- 
ducing a  small  quantity  of  only  average  quality.  The  hop-garden 
area  for  1916  comprises  4,851  acres,  and  the  crop  is  officially  esti- 
mated at  26,041  hundredweight,  or  just  2^  hundredweight  more  than 
the  1915  crop,  but  only  about  one-third  of  the  excellent  hop  crop  of 
1914,  which  was  75,190  hundredweight.  The  average  crop  for  the 
10  years  from  1904  to  1913  was  63,356  hundredweight. 
,  Official  statistics  show  that  this  year  there  were  104  districts  in 
the  Kingdom  in  which  at  least  12J  acres  were  planted  to  hops,  the 
total  acreage  for  these  communities  being  4,833,  an  increase  of  1\ 
acres  as  compared  with  that  of  1915  and  of  25  acres  as  compared 
with  that  of  1914.  In  1915  there  were  123  "  hop  districts,"  with  a 
total  acreage  of  6,079  in  the  Kingdom,  so  that  this  year  shows  a 
notable  decrease  in  the  area  planted.  The  official  figure  of  this 
year's  crop  in  the  104  districts  is  23,455  hundredweight,  or  4.8 
hundredweight  per  acre.  The  average  crop  for  1915  was  3.9  hundred- 
weight per  acre,  and  for  1914  it  was  9.2.  The  average  crop  for  the 
10  years  from  1904  to  1913  was  6  hundredweight  per  acre.  This 
year's  crop  thus  is  not  up  to  the  average. 

The  total  crop  for  this  year  is  estimSited'by  taking  thri' average  of 
4.8  hundredweight -per  acre  in  the  "hop  districts"  as  the  probable 

Sroduct  of  the  539  acres  planted  to  hops  in  other  parts  of  the  King- 
om,  but  in  districts  where  the  total  hop-garden  areas  were  less  than 
12^  acres. 

lOWEBING  CUSTOHS  CHABGES  ON  MOTION-FICTTTRE  FILMS. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Oct.  4.] 

The  American  Consul  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, -Brazil,  has  called 
attention  to  a  saving  on  customs  duties  now  being  made  by  some  Ameri- 
can film  companies  sending  films  to  Brazil  through  a  change  in  the  type 
of  packing  used,  a  heavy  oiled  or  tarred  paper  being  substituted  for 
the  tin  case  ordinarily  employed  as  the  immediate  container  for 
American  films. 

A  similar  saving  could  be  made  on  the  duties  on  films  imported 
into  Chile.  The  duty  on  developed  cinematograph  films  is  6  pesjos 
gold  per  kilo  "  legal  "  (inclusive  of  wra]>pings  or  of  weight  of  imme- 
diate container),  equal  to  $0,993  United  States  currency  per  pound. 
As  the  tin  container  for  a  film  will  weigh  approximately  a  pound, 
the  saving  on  duty  by  substituting  for  it  a  wrapping  of  heavy  oiled 
or  tarred  paper  wwild  be  approximately  $1  for  each  film.  There 
would  be  no  objection  to  having  the  box  or  case  in  which  a  number  of 
films  are  shipped  lead  or  zinc-lined,  and  no  additional  duties  would 
be  incurred,  provided  the  lead  or  zinc  lining  were  fastened  to  the 
outer  box  or  case  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  part  of  that  case. 

The  duty  on  posters  and  advertising  matter  in  general  is  1  peso 
gold  per  tilo  gross  weight,  equal  to  $0,165  United  States  currency 
per  pound.  It  is  improbable  that  in  a  country  presenting  so  small  a 
market  for  films  as  Chile  posters  and  advertising  matter  could  be 
printed  locally  with  any  appreciable  economy. 
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CONCESSION  FOB  BAILWAT  IN  STATE  OE  HATTO  GBOSSO. 

[Commerctal  Attach^  Wtlllam  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Sept.  30.] 

The  President  of  Brazil,  by  decree  No.  12185,  of  August  30,  1916, 
has  granted  a  concession  to  Alberto  Alvares  de  Azevedo  de  Castro 
for  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  railway  from  Cuyaba,  the 
capital  of  the  State  of  Matto  Grosso,  through  the  town  of  Sant' 
Anna,  on  the  Paranahyba  River,  to  connect  with  the  Araraquara 
Railway  at  a  place  called  Jangada,  or  at  Sao  Jos6  do  Rio  Preto. 
This  total  extension  will  be  about  1,000  kilometers  (G20  miles)  in 
length,  and  will  furnish  direct  rjiilway  communication  between  the 
city  of  Cuyabd  and  the  ports  of  Rio  and  Santos. 

According  to  the  concession,  the  Government  cedes  such  lands  be- 
longing to  the  Union  as  are  indispensable  for  the  construction  of  the 
road  and  its  dependencies,  and  grants  the  right  of  expropriation  of 
those  lands  of  private  ownership  necessary  for  the  roadbed,  stations, 
warehouses,  etc.  It  also  grants  to  the  concessionaire  the  use  of  water- 
falls and  watercourses  for  the  production  of  electric  power  for  trac- 
tion and  other  services  of  the  railway  in  case  the  road  be  electrified. 
During  the  period  of  the  concession  (60  years)  the  Government  will 
not  authorize  the  construction  of  any  other  railway  within  a  zone  of 
20  kilometers  (12  miles)  on  each  side  of  the  center  of  the  roadbed, 
but  will  permit  the  laying  erf  branch  lines  foi;  private  use. 

Plans  for  the  first  section,  100  kilometers  (6-2  miles),  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Government  before  June  30,  1919,  and  construction 
work  must  be  begun  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  approval  of 
these  plans  by  the  Government.  Construction  must  be  carried  on  at 
the^  rate  of  60  kilometers  (31  miles)  per  year.  The  concession  calls 
for  a  single  line  of  meter  (3.28-foot)  gauge. 


OOVEBNMENT  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

Th§  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendemt  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  November  4^  1916 : 

Dampino  of  Waves  and  Other  Disturbances  in  3fercMrj/"( Standards  Bureau 
Scientific  Papers  289). — Describes  effective  means  for  obviating  or  reducing 
oscillations  and  other  disturbances  in  a  mass  of  mercury.    Price,  5  cents. 

Wheatslone  Bridges  and  Some  Accessory  Apparatus  for  Resistance  Ther- 
mometry (Standards  Bureau  Scientific  Papers  288). — Descrlljes  a  type  of 
Wheatstone  bridge  In  wlilch  plugs  or  dial  switches  are  usetl  and  the  circuits 
Bo  arranged  that  the  errors  due  to  contact  resistance  are  no  greater  than  with 
the  mercury  contact-bridges  heretofore  used.    Price,  10  cents. 

Peruvian  Markets  for  Anierican  Hardware  (Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
Miscellaneous  Series  39). — Ofliclal  statistics  showing  what  articles  of  hardware 
were  imported  by  Peru  from  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Gernmny,  France, 
and  Belgium  in  1913  and  1914,  with  practical  suggestions  to  American  manu- 
facturers looljlng  toward  the  expansion  of  tiielr  trade.    Price,  10  cents. 

Pacific  Cod  Fisheries  (Fisheries  Bureau  Doc.  830). — Illustratetl,  descriptive, 
and  tabulated  data  giving  the  complete  history  of  the  cod-fishing  Industry  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  with  maps  showing  the  location  of  the  cod  baulis  in  Brlstot 
Bay  and  Central  Alasl?a.    Price,  25  cents. 

Markets  for  American  Hardware  in  Chile  and  Bolivia  (Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  Bureau,  Miscellaneous  Series  41). — Field  survey  by  United  States 
commercial  experts  of  the  Chilean  market,  giving  detailed  information  for 
practically  all  the  important  articles  Included  under  the  term  "  hardware,"  for 
which  there  Is  a  promising  field  for  American  manufacturers.    Price,  25  cents. 
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SMALL  SALE  FOB  FOBEIGN  SOFT  DBIHKS  IN  ABQENTINA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Henry  Bobertson,  Buenos  Aires.] 

The  demand  for  foreign  ginger  ale  in  Argentina  is  very  limited. 
During  the  five  years  from  1910  to  1914  the  total  imports  aggregated 
68,571  dozen  bottles,  valued  at  $132,342  United  States  currency,  of 
which  amount  England  supplied  67,518  dozen  bottles  valued  at 
$130,310.  During  this  same  period  only  10  dozen  bottles  were  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States.  In  1915  Ai-gentina's  imports  of  gin- 
ger ale  amounted  to  5,891  dozen,  valued  at  $11,367,  but  the  countries 
of  origin  are  not  shown  in  the  official  statistics  available. 

The  bulk  of  the  ginger  ale  coming  from  Great  Britain  consists  of 
two  well-known  brands  that  have  been  on  this  market  for  many 
years  past  and  are  extensively  advertised  and  ke'pt  constantly  before 
the  public.  These  are  sold  in  J,  J,  and  1  liter  bottles,  the  latter  size 
retailing  here  at  approximately  $2.60  per  dozen  bottles.  (The  liter 
is  equivalent  to  1.057  American  quarts.)  The  import  duty  on  ginger 
ale  IS  0.50  peso  Argentine  gold  ($0.4824)  per  dozen  bottles,  plus  an 
additional  tax  of  2  per  cent  and  2  per  mille  on  a  valuation  of  2  pesos 
($1.93)  per  dozen  fixed  by  the  customhouse. 

There  is  also  an  important  domestic  production  of  ginger  ale, 
which  has  a  large  demand  and  sells  at  considerably  less  than  im- 
ported ginger  ale. 

To  introduce  and  create  a  deiiiand  fof  si 'new  kind  of  biverage  in 
this  market  will  necessitate  a  great  deal  of  persistent  advertising  in 
order  to  keep  the  name  of  the  brand  constantly  before  the  public. 
The  cost  of  such  advertising  must  be  borne  by  the  manufacturer,  as 
no  firm  here  will  undertake  to  represent  manufacturers  or  shippers 
of  beverages  who  will  not  provide  a  certain  sum  for  publicity  work. 

[A  list  of  Buenos  Aires  firms  that  might  be  interested  In  representing  Ameri- 
can shippers  of  table  waters,  ginger  nie,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureaa 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  80810.] 

SFAinSH  WINE  EZFOBTS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  22.] 

The  Spanish  wine  trade  is  now  showing  a  decided  upward  tend- 
ency, after  several  years  of  constant  decline  because  of  diminished 
exports.  As  the  production  is  far  in  excess  of  domestic  consumption, 
the  sale  of  Spamsh  wines  abroad  was  of  primary  importance;  but 
exports  have  fallen  from  $16,000,000  in  1913  to  barely  $15,000,000 
in  1914  and  $11,000,000  in  1915.  In  view  of  the  increased  expense 
of  local  grape  culture,  the  smallet  demand  from  foreign  markets 
was  doubly  felt.  Lately,  however,  the  situation  has  changed,  and 
export  figures  for  the  first  seven  mo.iths  of  1916  are  much  more 
favorable. 

The  value  of  exports  of  ordinary  red  wine  in  casks  and  wine  cars, 
amounting  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  to  $7,043,220  and 
$3,089,543  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  in  1916  jumped 
to  $9,352,440.  To  France,  which  is  Spain's  chief  wine  market,  exports 
of  this  red  wine  are  oyer  five  times  as^  great  this  year  as  last.  The 
value  of  common  white  wine  exported  has  risen  from  $1,522,440 
during  the  period  in  question  in  1914  and  $412,740  in  1915  to 
$1,807,200  in  1916.  "Amontillados"  and  "olorosos"  of  sherry  in 
casks  and  wine  cars,  exported  to  the  value  of  $565,560  during  Hbe 
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first  seven  months  of  1914  and,  falling  to  $339,480  in  1915,  rose  to 
$793,260  in  1916,  France  alone  having  imported  about  $200,000  worth 
more  than  last  year. 
Valne  ot  Exports  of  Sherry  and  Cordiali. 

Other  classes  of  sherry  wines  in  bulk,  the  export  of  which  amounted 
to  $389,700  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  and  to  $292,5Q0  in 
1915,  were  shipped  to  the  value  of  $609,300  in  1916.  Malaga  wines 
in  bulk  fell  from  $1,301,340  in  1914  to  $1,202,160  in  1915  and  rose  to 
$1,725,840  in  1916.  England  is  Spain's  chief  market  for  sherry 
wines,  and  the  export  to  that  country  in  1916  is  almost  double  in 
value  that  of  last  year  for  the  isaine  months,  while  the  value  of 
Malaga  shipped  to  England  likewise  shows  an  increase  comprred 
with  the  year  previous. 

The  export  of  cordials  amoimted  during  the  first  seven  months  of 
1914  to  $383,940,  dropped  to  $251,460  m  1915,  and  increased  to 
$1,491,840  in  1916,  whUe  an  exceptional  advance  is  noticeable  in  the 
value  of  the  export  of  spirits  of  wine,  which  rapidly  grew  from 
$2,340  in  1914  to  $12,060  in  1915  and  $1,022,400  in  1916. 


HIGHWAY  CONSTETTCTIOW  IN  DOMINICAN  REPTIBLIC. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  J.  von  Ztellnskt,  Santo  Domloso,  Oct.  25.] 

The  construction  of  public  highways  is  probably  the  most  im- 
portant work  now  needed  to  develop  the  Dominican  Kepublic.  There 
are  still  very  few  roads  leading  into  the  interior,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  take  full  advantage  of  the  resources. 

As  a  result  of  the  American-Dominican  convention  of  1907  a 
considerable  amount  was  made  available  for  wharves,  bridges,  roads, 
and  other  public  improvements.  The  public  works  department  is 
administered  by  an  American.  The  director  general  of  this  de- 
partment constructs  all  works  voted  for  by  the  Dominican  Govern- 
ment and  approved  by  the  United  States  Government,  under  the 
direction  of  the  minister  of  Foinento,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Do- 
minican President's  Cabinet. 
Types  of  Koads  That  Have  Been  Ballt. 

Two  general  types  of  roads  have  been  built  in  this  country.  One 
is  of  water-bound  macadam  with  crusher-dust  filler,  5  meters  (16.4 
feet)  wide  and  30  centimeters  (0.98  feet)  deep,  laid  and  rolled  in 
two  layers.  The  other  is  of  water-bound  gravel  of  the  same  general 
dimensions.  The  cost  of  the  water-bound  macadam,  not  including 
the  formation  of  the  roadbed,  has  varied  from  $2  to  $3  per  cubic 
meter,  measured  loose,  in  place  and  rolled. 

The  stone  that  can  be  obtained  is  soft  and  of  very  poor  quality. 
The  price  ranges  from  $1  to  $1.50  delivered  and  crushed  ready  for 
use.    The  price  of  sand  delivered  is  about  the  same. 

Unskilled  labor  may  be  obtained  at  50  cents  to  $1  per  day  of  10 
hours.    The  majority  of  the  laborers  come  from  Haiti. 

Mr.  W.  I.  Baucus,  of  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  engineer  in  charge, 
is  probably  the  only  engineer  of  the  department  who  has  had  any 
experience  with  Portland-cement  concrete  construction  for  roads  and 
pavements. 

[A  statement  regarding  the  organizatton  of  the  public-works  department  of 
the  Dominican  Republic  was  pabllsbed  in  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Beports 
tor  Aug.  19,  1914.] 
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AKEBICAN  COHSULA£  OFHCEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relj^tive  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jwisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  Las  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Erpira- 
tiono[ 
veDuo. 


Addross. 


Albert.  Talbot  J. 
Clum,  Harold  D. 


Cbamberlin,  George  E. 
Donaldaon ,  Cbester. . . . 


Haiuoo,  Oeorge  C. 
Horgan,  Bcoiy  B. 


Hanover,  Oennan; 
Calmy,  Alberts, 
ada. 


Smith,  Joseph  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L. . . . 
Winslow,  Edward  D. 


tar... 
,Can- 

Oeprgetown,  Oulans. . 

Port  Ltmon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Swstotr,  Cbina 

Hamburg,  Oermany.. 


Cakntta,  India 

Montevideo,  Urogoay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 


Dae.  25 
Nor.  18 

Dec.  23 

Not.  S5 

Dee.  30 
Deo.     1 

Tan.  IS 
Dec  1 
DeoL  U 


Watson,  lobn  J.  C 

WUIrieb,  Oebhard 

Waddell,  Alexander  W. 


St.  Pierre,  Miqaelon. . 
Qoebec,  Quebec...., 
Athens,  Greece , 


Dee.  as 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
Saugcrties,  Ulster  County,  K.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chambaclin,  Woodstoelc  Val- 
ley, Conn.,  ontll  Dec.  17. 
31  Brace  Avemie,  Yookers,  M.  Y. 

12B  Haln  Street,  Brtdgeport,  Conn. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty  seeond 

Street  and  Broadway,  Kew  York  City. 
Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  District  Offloe,  Bureaa  of  Fonign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  Ul. 
2236  Q  Street,  Wasliliigton,  D.  0. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  a 
Do. 


PACKINO  OF  PARCELS  FOS  SHIPHENT  0VEBSEA8. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Bmnswlck,  Oct.  80.1 

The  Canadian  Post  Office  Department  has  made  the  following  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  packing  of  parcels  for  overseas  shipment : 

Ordinary  brown-paper  wrapping  and  ordinary  cardboard  boxes, 
such  as  shoe  boxes,  are  not  sufficient,  nor  should  thin' wooden  boxes  be 
used.  Strong  double  cardboard  or  strawboard  boxes  are  recom- 
mended, especially  those  of  corrugated  cardboard  with  lids  whidi 
completely  close  the  sides  also.  Strong  wooden  boxes,  tin  boxes  such 
as  are  used  for  packing  biscuits,  and  several  folds  of  stout  wrapping 
paper  suffice,  according  to  the  size  and  nature  of  the  goods.  T^^at-. 
ever  the  wrapping,  the  package  must  be  so  made  as  not  to  permit  the 
contents  to  shake  about  inside.  ■ 

While  the  suggestions  of  the  Canadian  Post  Office  Department  are 
intended  to  apply  especially  to  parcels  for  shipment  abroad,  they  are 
applicable  as  well  to  packages  transmitted  between  points  in  this  con- 
tinent. A  package  received  at  this  consulate  from  an  American  firm 
R  f^w  weeks  ago  contained  a  toilet  article  put  up  in  a  metal  tube  but 
wrapped  in  corrugated  cardboard  only  on  the  sides  and  then  covered 
with  a  light  paper  wrapper.  Having  no  protection  at  the  ends,  the 
tube  when  received  was  broken  at  the  bottom,  and  the  contents  were 
partly  spilled. 

Ecuadorian  City  to  Have  Fire  Protec^on. 

Vice  Consul  James  H.  Both,  of  Guayaquil,  Ecuador,  reports  that 
by  a  decree  of  September  30  the  city  of  Babahoyo  (capital  of  tlie 
Province  of  Los  Rios  and  40  miles  northeast  of  Guaj^aquil)  is  author- 
ized to  install  a  system  of  fire  hydrants.  The  municipality  is  further 
authorized  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  carrying  out  this  work,  to  be 
guaranteed  by  certain  mimicipal  and  provincial  taxes. 
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The  Swiss  wholesale  trade  in  velveteens  and  corduroys  for  women's 
wear,  astrachans,  plushes,  mohairs,  etc.,  is  to  be  found  at  Ziu-ich  and 
Basel,  and  Berne  buys  largely  in  those  markets.  Direct  imports  from 
Germany,  France,  and  Italy  are  made  by  only  a  few  houses. 

Velveteens  seem  to  enJOT  a  ready  sale  here.  They  were  largely 
imported  from  Germany,  England,  Austria,  Francej  and  Italy  before 
the  war.  It  is  stated  that  Swiss  wholesale  and  retail  stocks  in  velve- 
teens and  kindred  articles  were  considerable  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  This  made  it  possible  to  meet  the  demand  in  1914  and  1915, 
notwithstanding  the  reduced  shipments  from  abroad. 

Frodnetioa  ot  0oods  in  Switzerland. 

Switzerland  is  a  producer  of  these  articles,  especially  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  country,  where  important  mills  make  sufficient  quantities 
to  satisfy  a  good  part  of  the  needs  of  the  country.    Germany's  com- 

gitition  was  possible  only  on  account  of  lower  prices.    Imports  from 
ngland  consist  largely  of  high-class  goods  not  manufactured  here. 
Switzerland's  imports  and  exports  of  velveteen  and  kindred  arti- 
cles in  1915  -were: 

No.  871,  Vdvet  goods,  in^ftblts,  from  cotton,  raw,  printed,  colored, 
patterned,  etc.  ^ 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Countries. 

Quan- 

tities. 

Value. 

Quan- 
tities. 

Vahio. 

Poundi. 
143, £20 
U,433 
16,«75 
8,377 
100,310 
230 

Pound*. 

1,763 

330 

8,398 

^306 

341  ' 

Aostriar.............................„_ .. 

ftSie.  .!!"""""":  !II"II"     ..7....    ..... 

6,977 
6,630 

Italy 

Vogana 

f>t%| '^iiitri«i ,. ,„,,  ,.  ,.1,  .,,1,,,,.. 

4,188 

7,290 

Total 191S 

384,834 
360,145 

1319,270 
252,500 

17,875 
16,0(3 

22,370 

Total  1914 

22,620 

The  duty  on  these  goods,  according  to  the  Swiss  customs  tariff,  is 
$1.93  per  220  pounds. 

Exports  and  Imports  of  Yarions  Classes. 

Exports  and  imports  of  velveteen,  corduroys,  astrachan,  plushes, 
mohairs,  worsteds,  etc.,  in  1.914  and  1915  were  as  follows :  Category 
VII.B,  goods  made  from  flax,  hemp,  ramie  fiber,  Manila  hemp,  and 
similar  textiles,  containing  the  following  number  of  threads  in  a 
square  of  5  millimeters  to  the  side : 

No.  405,  less  than  9  threads,  made  of  jute :  Imports  in  1915,  937,182 
pounds,  valued  at  $115,055;  no  exports;  imports  in  1914,  4,218,103 
pounds,  valued  at  $369,288;  exports,  17,857  pounds,  valued  at  $2,170. 
The  duty  on  No.  405  is  $0.2895  per  220  pounds. 

No.  406,  less  than  9  threads,  made  of  other  similar  fibers:  Imports 
in  1915,  7,274  pounds,  valued  at  $1,146;  exports,  25,573  pounds, 
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valued  at  $14,892;  imports  in  1914,  22,487  pounds,  valued  at  $3,150; 
exports,  17,636  poun^  valued  at  $8,510.  The  duty  of  No.  406  is 
$1,158.  .  .       _ 

No.  407,  goods,  named  under  category  VII.B,  containing  9  to  12 
threads:  Imports  in  1915,  48,059  pounds,  valued  at  $18,933;  exports, 
1.100  pounds,  valued  at  $428;  imports  in  1914,  220,462  pounds,  valued 
at  $77,200;  exports,  660  pounds,  valued  at  $273.  The  duty  on  No.  407 
is  $1.93. 

No.  408,  from  13  to  20  threads:  Imports  in  1915,  177,028  pounds, 
valued  at  $8»,238;  e.xports,  33,287  pounds,  valued  at  $11,587;  im- 
ports in  1914,  216,714  pounds,  valued  at  $94,860;  exports,  10,141 
pounds,  valued  at  $3,698.    The  duty  on  No,  408  is  $6,755. 

No.  409,  from  21  to  35  threads:  Imports  in  1915,  11,243  pounds, 
valued  at  $7,382;  exports,  1,102  pounds,  valued  at  $852;  imports  in 
1914,  20,282  pounds,  valued  at  $12,430;  exports,  220  pounds,  valued 
at  $310.    The  duty  on  No.  409  is  $9.65. 

No.  410,  more  than  35  threads:  Imports  in  1915,  $70;  exports, 
$772;  imports  in  1914,  $280;  exports,  $868.  The  duty  on  No.  410  is 
$10,615. 

No.  411a,  goods  of  class  mentioned  under  category  VII.B,  boiled, 
soaked,  creamed,  and  bleached:  Imports  in  1915,  232,585  pounds, 
valued  at  $193,434 ;  exports,  39,458  pounds,  valued  at  $70;268 ;  imports 
in  1914,  382,721  pounds,  valued  at  $284,790;  exports,  43,651  pounds, 
valued  at  $48,250.  The  duty  on  No.  411a  is  the  same  as  under  Nos. 
405^10  plus  30  per  cent. 

.  No.  411b,  goods  of  class  mentioned  under  category  VII.B,  impreg- 
nated: Imports  in  1915,  12,786  pounds,  valued  at  $6,716;  exporte, 
1,763  pounds,  valued  at  $1,030;  imports  in  1914,  85,759  pounds,  valued 
at  $45,046;  exports,  881  pounds,  valued  at  $195.  The  duty  on  No. 
411b  is  the  same  as  under  Nos.  405-410  plus  10  per  cent. 

No.  412,  goods  of  class  mentioned  under  cal^agg^  Til.  B,  colored, 
printed:  Imports  in  1915,  25,793  potiB«ls)  valued  at  $ii6^064;  exports, 
3,086  pounds,  valued  at  $2,d3S;  imp«rts  in  18M,  108,026 -pounis, 
valued  at  $59,580;  exports,  4,409  pounds,  valued  at  $3^534.  The  duty 
on  No.  412  is  the  same  as  imder  N«s.  405-410  plus  25  per  cent. 

No.  413,  goods  of  class  mentioned  under  category  VTI.  B,  multi- 
colored, weaved:  Imports  in  1915,  9,919  pounds,  .valued  at  $6,948; 
exports,  1,102  pounds,  valued  at  $629;  imports  in  1914,  63  493  pounds, 
valued  at  $25,012 ;  exports,  1,763  pounds,  valued  at  $1,282.  The  duty 
or  No.  413  is  the  same  as  under  Nos.  505-410  plus  25  per  cent. 

Efforts  to  Extend  Sales  ot  Corduroy. 

Corduroys  for  women's  wear  are  in  the  same  class  as  velveteen. 
Early  this  year  efforts  were  made  to  introduce  this  fabric  for  women's 
wear,  but  corduroys  have  not  become  as  popular  among  the  Swiss 
as  expected.  Dark  colors  are  preferred,  and  local  dry  goods  houses 
declare  that  American  corduroys  may  succeed  if  the  goods  are  prop- 
erly introduced  and  compare  favorably  with  the  European  article  in 
quality  and  prices. 

Astrachans,  plushes,  mohairs,  etc.,  now  come  chiefly  from  England 
and  Italy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COICMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


571 


Swiss  imports  and  exports  under  No.  447b,  goods  made  of  silk 
and  half  silk,  for  1914  and  1915  were : 


Cotm  tries. 


Oennany.. 
Austria... 

France 

Italy 

Bttelum.. 
Holland... 
Kngland.. 
Sweden... 
Norway. . . 
Denmark. 
Porlugal.. 
Spain. 


Greece 

Roumania 

Turkey. 

Mtbh  India!! 
PUl^ipines... 
China. 
Japan. 


Canada. 

United  States.... 
Central  America.. 

Colombia 

Braifl 

Anmtlns. 

Chile. 

Rest  of  America.. 

Australia 

Others 


•?*"— 


Total  (or  UlS... 
Total  for  1914... 


Imports. 


Quantities. 


Pounds. 
291,881 
13,890 
241,846 
37,920 
C) 
(•) 

IS, 300 
220 


Value. 


tl,  042, 443 

34,323 

1,236,772 

155,400 

02 

2«7 

f3,421 

1,19S 


660 


t«) 


220 


1,322 
39,021 
(•) 


646,950 
471,127 


4,401 


87 
103 


3,313 

212,383 

100 

002 


2,n5,91I 
2,045,238 


•  Exports.  • 


Quantities. 


Pounds. 

101,853 

:m,253 

170,417 

28,220 

44,002 

7i,(ia) 

3.2ii%.l85 

122,797 

22,046 

76,720 

23,573 

23.810 

15,211 

05,256 

15,432 

16,534 

13.227 

3,306 

1,103 

220 

on, tea 

121,033 
5,391 
13,007 
11,243 
137,  g6» 
5,953 
29,763 
11,684 
32,543 


Value. 


}585,044 

),70f,m 

«4.%«Vi 

19C,  ',52 

lot!,  I9;> 

33).S0.J 

12,83B,347 

612, ''66 

122, 72J 

3S7, 13.-. 

130,.;2SI 

149,  .■■2.'. 

74,252 

373,093 

78, 132 

89,065 

3S,064 

8, 090 

4,553 

965 

2,614,22.5 

639,672 

38,101 

CO,  850 

45,366 

671,884 

39,388 

160,934 

52,79t 

147,753 


5,451,369 
4,750,961 


23,314,187 
31,009,787 


•>  Qoantttr  of  half  a  qalntal  (UO  pounds)  has  not  bean  raaohed. 

The  dnty  on  No.  447b  is  $19.30. 

Statistics  for  No.  476,  goods  made  from  wool,  plushes,  and 
krimmer,  are':  Imports  in  1^5,  160,273  pounds,  valued  at  $122,284; 
exports,  881  pounds,  valued  at  $865 ;  imports  in  1914,  247,357  pounds, 
vahied  at  $173,968;  exports,  660  pounds,  valued  at  $780.  The  duty 
on  No.  476  is  $7.72. 

Vm  ftf  Worsteds  In  ICaktng  Shoe  Tops. 

Worsteds  as  used  in  shoe  tops  are  bought  direct  by  the  big  shoe 
factories,  of  which  there  is  only  one  in  this  consular  district — ^Manu- 
facture de  Chaussure  Minerva,  Porrentruy,  Switzerland.  However, 
only  a  few  shoes  with  cloth  uppers  are  manufactured  there.  Its 
worsteds  were  bought  from  Pfenninger  &  Co.,  Wadesnwil  (Zurich), 
Switzerland.  Switzerland  itself  manufactures  nearly  half  of  the 
quantity  that  it  needs,  and  the  rest  has  been  imported  usually  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  and  Austria.  The  m!ost  important  shoe 
factory,  which  is  also  one  of  the  largest  in  Europe,  is  that  of  C.  F. 
Bally  (Ltd.),  Schonenwerd  (Solothurn),  Switzerland. 

German  manufacturers  have  been  able  to  get  trade  largely  by 
means  of  their  traveling  staffs,  which  visit  customers  regularly. 
The  Frenchj  English,  and  Italian  exporters,  on  the  other  hand,  sell 
through  their  Swiss  agents.  It  is  stated  that  local  wholesale  dealers 
probably  would  buy  in  the  United  States  but  for  the  fear  that  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


572  COKMEBCE  BEPOBIS. 

purchases  would  not  arrive  in  a  good  state  on  accoant  of  the  sea 
journey.  It  is  feared  also  that  controversies  arising  over  defective 
goods  would  not  be  settled  with  the  same  dispatch  as  is  now  the  case 
with  European  manufacturers,  on  account  of  the  great  distances  in- 
volved and  the  absence  from  Europe  of  American  traveling  men 
who  under  ordinary  conditions  could  be  expected  to  handle  such 
cases. 
Effect  of  American  Shipments  In  Cases. 

Dealers  also  point  out  that  European  goods  are  packed  in  bales 
with  jute,  while  American  goods  would  have  to  be  shipped  in  cases, 
increasing  the  cost  and  also  the  customs  duty,  as  duty  is  paid  on 
gross  weight. 

Goods  are  sold  by  the  manufacturers  on  three  months'  credit,  with 
2  per  cent  discount.    Small  buyers  are  expected  to  pay  cash. 

About  12  shades  are  chiefly  sold.  These  are  brown  (tobacco), 
seal,  old  dark  blue,  prune  blue,  dark  blue  (marine),  olive,  dark 
green,  Bordeaux,  dark  gray,  dark  red",  black,  and  light  brown. 
Medium  and  cheap  qualities  are  sought  in  all  these  lines.  High-class 
articles  also  are  sold,  but  the  demand  is  small. 

In  communicating  with  Swiss  dealers  correspondence  may  be  in 
German  or  French. 

[Lists  of  wholesate  and  retail  dealer$  in  dry  goods,  wom^n'g  tailors,  and 
dressmaking  bouses  in  the  Berne,  Switzerland,  Consular  district  may  be  obtained 
from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
officea    Refer  to  file  No.  80753.] 


UOBTALITT  STATISTICS  FOB  TTSTIED  STATES. 

Several  interesting  facts  are  presented  in  a  preliminary  report  on 
mortality  in  1915  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
Gratifying  progress  has  been  made  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis 
during  recent  years.  In  only  a  little  more  than  a  decade — from  1904 
to  1915 — ^the  death  rate  from  that  disease  in  all  its  forms  fell  from 
200.7  to  145.8  per  100,000,  the  decline  being  continuous  from  year  to 
year.  The  death  rate  from  pneumonia  has  shown  a  marked  decline 
since  1900.  Its  fluctuations  from  year  to  year,  however,  have  been 
pronounced. 

Another  point  emphasized  is  that  the  "  safety -first "  campaign  in- 
augurated a  few  years  ago  has  borne  good  fruit,  as  indicated  by  the 
figures  for  accidental  deaths.  For  1913,  54,011  deaths  were  reported 
as  due  to  accident ;  for  1914  the  corresponding  number  was  reduced 
to  51,770,  and  for  1915  to  51,406;  and  during  this  period  there  was 
not  only  an  increase  in  the  population  of  the  r^istration  area  as  it 
existed  in  1913,  but  an  increase  in  the  extent  of  me  area  itself.  The 
rate  per  100.000  population  for  accidental  deaths  fell  from  85.3  in 
1913  to  78.5  m  1914  and  to  76.3  in  1915.  There  has  been  a  very  con- 
siderable reduction  in  fatalities  due  to  railway,  street  car,  mine,  and 
machinery  accidents,  and  the  increase  in  those  resulting  from  auto- 
mobile accidents  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  machines  in  use. 
;eatlis  Dne  to  Ballwar  Accidents. 

Deaths  due  to  railway  accidents  and  injuries  totaled  6,652  in  the 
registration  area  in  1915,  or  9.9  per  100,000.  This  number  includes 
fatalities  resulting  from  collisions  between  railway  trains  and  vehicles 
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at  grade  crossings.  This  death  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record,  and  shows 
a  marked  decline  during  the  past  10  yeats. 

Deaths  resulting  from  street  car  accidents  and  injuries  numbered 
1,555,  or  2.3  per  100,000.  This  rate,  like  that  for  railway  fatalities, 
is  the  lowest  on  record,  and  shows  a  material  falling  off  during  the 
past  10  years. 

Automobile  accidents  and  injuries  caused  3,978  deaths  in  1915,  or 
5.9  per  100,000.  The  number  of  deaths  from  mine  accidents  and 
injuries  in  the  registration  area  in  1915  was  2,009,  corresponding  to 
a  rate  of  3  per  100,000.    This  rate  shows  a  material  decline  as  com- 

Sared  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  1913,  3.6,  and  a  very  great 
ecline  as  compared  with  that  for  1907,  4.8,  which  is  the  hignest  <m 
record. 

Deaths  caused  by  machinery  accidents  in  1915  numbered  1,257,  or 
1.9  per  100,000.  This  rate  also  shows  a  marked  decline  during  recent 
years,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1913  and  1914  being  2.4  and  2, 
respectively.  The  highest  recorded  rate  from  this  cause  is  2.5 
for  1907. 

The  census  figures  bring  out  the  astonishing  fact  that  during  the 
year  1915  firearms  caused  more  deaths  than  railroad  accidents,  more 
than  five  times  as  many  as  street  car  accidents,  nearly  as  many  as 
railroad  and  street  car  accidei)ts  combined,  and  more  than  twice  as 
many  as  automobile  accidents.  '  The  total  number  of  deaths  due  to 
the  use  of  firearms  in  the  registratirai  area  in  1915  was  7,994,  corre- 
sponding to  a  rate  of  11.9  per  100,000.  Of  these  deaths  3,608  were 
stiicides,  2,885  were  homicides,  and  1,501  were  accidental  (including 
those  concerning  which  the  status  as  to  suicide,  homicide,  or  accident 
was  in  doubt).  The  suicidal  use  of  firearms  has  increased  from  year 
to  year  since  1913 ;  the  frequency  of  accidental  deaths  due  to  their 
use  shows  a  slight  decline  during  recent  years ;  and  the  homicidal  use 
of  firearms  shows  a  decline  as  compared  with  1913  and  1914,  but  an 
increase  as  compared  with  1910,  1911,  and  1912.  No  separate  data 
as  to  homicides  by  firearms  for  the  years  prior  to  1910  are  available. 

FOBEION  RESIDENTS  IN  YOKOHAMA. 

[Vice  Consul  M.  D.  Kirjassoff,  Yokohama,  Japan,  Oct.  13.] 

According  to  local  oflScial  records  there  are  6,292  foreign  residents 
in  Yokohama,  occupying  2,394  houses.  The  Chinese  population  is 
the  greatest,  there  being  3,981  of  them  in  1,344  houses.  The  British, 
numbering  1,106,  come  next,  and  the  Americans  third  with  430 
residents,  followed  by  264  Germans,  118  French,  98  Swiss,  86  Por- 
tuguese, 39  Russians,  and  31  Dutch.  The  remaining  nationalities 
have  less  than  30  representatives  each.  Consular  officers  and  their 
families  are  not  included  in  these  figures. 


GOATSKINS  FOB  AMERICAN  MARKET. 

[Consul  Luclcn  Mcmmlnger,  Madras,  Jndia,  Sept.  29.] 

The  price  current  and  market  report  published  fortnightly  by  the 
Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce  contains  the  following  item  under 
date  of  September  29 : 

Tantied  »klnx. — Goat — tlie  inarlcet  is  slightly  firmer,  due  to  large  forward 
contracts  Imving  been  made  for  American  account.-  Government  (Britlsli) 
have  notified  tliat  at)out  490,000  monthly  will  be  required  for  London.  Sheep — 
Iiondon  public  sales  having  advanced  9d.  [$0.18]  ou  average,  sellers  are  asliing 
extreme  rates,  with  the  result  that  small  business  has  been  done. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOS  aOVEBNKENT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COKSTBUCnON. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  ofllces  named,  and  speciflcatlons  can  usuallj 
be  obtnlned  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caspB  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tne; 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mnilinK  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  nf  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  supplies.  No.  3795. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
whicli  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proiwRals  stiould  apply,  giving 
schedule  uunibers.  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  ScUeilule  354,  water- 
closets;  schetlule  3.">5,  36-incii  cuuton  flannel;  sclietlule  356,  rain  bath  shower 
heads,  urinals  with  S  trap  and  flttbigs,  nitric  acid,  metallic  brown  in  oil, 
pine  pitch,  and  paint  and  varnish  remover;  schedule  357,  one-fourth  ton 
direct  differential  blocks,  hardware  (stninplng  figures,  tool  kits,  rules,  saws, 
etc.),  Iron  or  steel  standard  nuts,  brass  spring  cotter  pins,  8-lnch  long  side 
cutting  pliers,  drawer  pulls,  carpenters' boxwood  rules,  flint  sandpaper,  com- 
position boat  8i)ikes,  wrought-irou  or  lulid-steel  spikes,  three-eighths  inch 
stencil  cutting  outfits,  cut  flathead  oopiwr  tncks,  and  bench  and  plp<»  vises;. 
schedule  358,  2-liioh  and  4-iuch  turbine  tube  cleaners,  type  "  B  "  W.  T.  an- 
nuueiators,  nickel  chroiuluiu  resistance  wire,  2J-inch  comimsition  tees,  cross 
.  and  check  angle  valves,  gate  valves,  and  one-half  inch  globe  radiator  valves: 
schedule  359,  steel  wire  net  in  three  sections,  each  1,500  feet  in  length,  imd 
rod  phosphor  bronze;  schedule  360,  desk  and  bracket  fans;  schedule  361, 
steam  steering  uiachijies;  schedule  382,  surface  grinding  machine  and  uni- 
versal milling  machine;  schetlule  363,  oxyacetylene  machine,  and  punch 
press  and  riveting  machines;  schedule  364,  turbo-generating  sets;  schednle 
365,  24-lnch  turret  lathe;  8che<lule  366,  metal  lockers  12  Inches  by  15  inches 
by  60  inches;  schedule  367,  oak  piles  60  feet  long;  schedule  368,  deep  dr-^w- 
ing  steel -disks,  nickel  steel  (r)-3  hoops)  forglngs,  and  steel  boiler  plates; 
schedule  369,  No.  1  clear  sugar  pine,  and  11-foot  I.  D.  white-pine  wood  tubs; 
schedule  370,  W.  T.  controlling  panels,  steel  castings,  and  steam  windlasses; 
BclMHlule  371,  steel  pipe;  schedule  372,  evaporated  apples,  canned  apples, 
cottonseed  oil,  black  iiepper,  canned  pumpkin,  sirup,  and  grauulated  sugar; 
sclie<1ule  373,  canned  asparagus,  apple  butter,  codfish  and  haddock,  back- 
wheat  flour,  etc..  condensed  mincemeat,  canned  sliced  pineapple,  and  Wor- 
cestershire siiuce;  schedule  374,  20-ton  railroad  box  otrs;  schedule  375. 
shrapnel  for  3-iiich  50-cnliber  guns;  schedule  376,  30-ton  steam  locomotive 
crane;  8che<lule  377,  5-foot  universal  radial  drills  and  heavy-duty  drill 
press ;  schedule  378.  copper  cups,  seamless  drawn  flasks,  head  forgings,  "A" 
valves,  bodies,  fittings,  etc.,  and  turbine  bucket  cutting  machines;  and 
schedule  379,  machine  for  coating  paper  with  solution  for  blue  printing. 

Printing,  No.  3796. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  Stotes  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
November  18,  1916,  for  printing  500  special  Snellen's  Vision  Test  Cards,  2 
fold,  lithographe<l  both  sides,  in  accordance  with  sample  which  may  be 
obtained  on  apirilcation  to  the  above-named  depot  Stone  will  be  furnished 
by  that  depot. 

Medi'rines,  No.  3797. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington.  D.  C,  until  November  23, 
1016,  for  furnishing  magnesU  sulphas,  sapo  mollis,  oleum  rlclnl,  chloralum 
"hydratuni,  isinglass  plaster,  silkworm-gut  sutures,  and  pure  silver  wire 
sutures. 

Motor  trucks,  No.  3798. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflice  of  the 
Chief  Signal  OlBcer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  untH^  November 
18,  1910,  for  furnishing  IJ-ton  trucks,  in  accordance  with  speclficnflons 
which  may  be  obtained  from  the  aoove-named  oflice.  (Proposals  No. 
888.) 

X-ray  supplies.  No.  3799. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medksd 
Supply  Depot  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  November  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  metol,  hydroqutnone,  barium  sul- 
phate, bismuth  subcarbonate,  add  sulphurous,  sodium  hyposulphite,  dark- 
room lanterns,  rubber  aprons,  plate  carriers.  X-ray  dental  films,  flooro- 
scopes,  rubber  gloves,  wood  plate  holders  for  10  by  12  plates.  Intensifying 
screens,  pocket  stereoscopes,  soapstone  developing  tanks,  and  developlns 
trays. 
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Woolen  blankets.  No.  3800.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C. 
until  November  23, 1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
Penitentiaries  at  McNeil  Island,  Wash.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.,  woolen  blankets 
In  accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of  which  together  with  further 
information  msiy  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  above-named  oflBce. 


PAPEE-TBADE  CONDITIONS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  28.] 

The  Spanish  Government  has  officially  recognized  the  shortage  of 
paper  and  material  by  provisional  legislation  to  foster  the  domestic 
industry.  It  is  now  discussing  tiie  expediency  of  granting  a  kind 
of  credit  intended  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  price  of  paper 
before  the  declaration  of  war  and  the  current  price.  The  National 
Treasury  would  be  reimbursed  for  this  payment  by  means  of  a  tax 
of  5  centimos  (about  $0.01)  per  100  kilos  on  paper  when  normal 
conditions  are  reestablished.  The  present  so-called  "  paper  crisis  " 
in  Spain  has  been  freely  discussed  m  the  public  press  and  in  Ergos, 
the  periodical  of  the  Spanish  paper  industry,  published  at  Granvia  3, 
Valencia,  Spain.  The  pronounced  scarcity  of  pulp  wood  and  of  the 
essential  chemicals  has  seriously  affected  the  home  manufacture. 
Nevertheless  various  kinds  of  paper  are  actually  exported  from 
Spain  in  increasing  quantities. 

Tarioui  Classes  of  Paper  Exports'. 

Cigarette  paper  of  Spanish  production  already  fin'ds  acceptance  in 
foreign  markets,  and  a  land  of  parchment,  used  generally  only  for  legal 
documents,  is  exp(»led  to  several  South  American  countries.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  paper  makers  in  this  Kingdom  are  forwarded. 
The  list  does  not  include  many  of  the  small  manufacturers  who  are  in 
the  Paper  Makers'  Directory  of  all  Nations^  1916  edition,  published 
by  Dean  &  Son  (Ltd.),  160A  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.  C,  England, 
Names  of  local  dealers  in  textile  wastes,  old  bagging,  and  rags  also 
are  forwarded. 

The  Spanish  Government  recently  placed  a  temporary  embargo  on 
the  exportation  of  paper  stock.  In  one  or  two  mstances,  however, 
this  has  been  lifted  in  favor  of  shipments  to  the  United  States,  at  the 
request  of  our  Department  of  State. 

A  brief  report  from  this  consulate  general  on  the  scarcity  of  paper 
in  Spain  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  15,  1916. 

In  correspondence  with  firms  here  it  would  be  best  to  use  Spanish. 

[Lists  of  manufacturers  of  paper  In  Spain  and  of  dealers  in  textile  wastes, 
M  bagging,  and  rags  in  Barcelona  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Reffer  to  file  No. 
81319.] 

OrnCES  OF  the  BUBEATJ  of  FOBEiaN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHUEBCE. 

DISTRICT  OPnCES.  COOPEBITITE  OFFICES. 


^tW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  CutoBbonsc. 

BOOTOIi:  1801  CaitoBlioiiie. 

CHICiGO:  604  Federal  BalUlng. 

BT.  LOUIS  I  403  TUrd  NaUoul  Baak  Bnlldlag. 

ATLUrrii  Ml  Pott  OMee  Balldli«. 

HXW  OBLBiXSi  lOiO  HlboraU  Baidc  BiUdlas. 

SiH  FBAKCISGOi  *07  CutOBkMM. 

BEiTTU:  848  HeBTj  BalMlag. 


CLETEUND:  Chamber  or  Commerce. 
CIxaNNlTI:  Cbamber  o(  Commciee.  . 
CISCnraATI:  Cn  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Ghnmber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOflA:  Bootk  American  Agent,  South- 
ern By.  Co. 
rCBTLAKD,  OBECI.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
BAITOKi  dreator  Dayton  AmoelaUoa. 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addreswes  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  diatrlet  oflleea.  Reqii<«t 
for  oaeh  opportunity  shonld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opitortaalty  nnmker. 
The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  rntlni^  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standtog 
of  forelKn  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  Id  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers;  t  Reported  by  commercial' attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Hardware 22970 

Hats  and  hosiery 22970 

Household  articles 22970 

Inks,  printing 22972 

I,ard 22970 

Oilcloth 22970 

Piece  goods 22909.22970,22971 

Provisions 22909 

Shoe  polish 22969 

Stationery  supplies 22972 

Thread 22970 

Tractors,  farm 22908 

Umbrellas 22869 

Whisky 22070 

Wire 22970 


Advertising  specialties 22970 

Agricultural  implements 22970 

Bones,  Irovine 22966 

Boots  and  shoes 22969 

Bottle  Mlers  and  washers 22»«4 

Buttons 22970 

Candy 22970 

Clocks  and  watches 22909.22974 

Cotton  goods 22971 

Creamery   supplies 22904,22905 

Disinfectants 22970 

Dynamo  sheets 22973 

Electric  dj-namos  and  motors 22970 

Galvanized  iron 22970 

General   merchandise 22967 

Haberdashery 22909 

22964.t — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  dealing  In  bottle  fillers,  bottle  washers,  etc., 
desires  to  receive  price  lists  and  terms  of  sale  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  goods  in  that  line.  The  firm  also  desires  to  receive  agency 
proposals. 

22965.t — A  firm  in  Greece  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  an 
American  manufacturer  of  creamery  supplies.    Catalogues  and  price  lists 
/      are  desired. 

22966.t — A  firm  In  Canada  desires  to  be  plated  in  touch  with  American  firms 
in  a  position  tfi  supply  bovine  bones,  such  'ns  thigh  bones  and  buttocks, 
shin  l>ones  and  shanks,  which  are  used  us  substitutes  in  the  mnnafactore 
of  brush  handles  and  other  wares. 

22967.t — A  dealer  in  general  merchandise  nnd  life  insurance  representative  in 
Belgium  wishes  to  represetit,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  firms  in  nuy 
line  not  requiring  special  or  technical  knowledge.  References.  Corre- 
spondence in  English. 

2296S.t — A  man  In  Mexico  asks  the  Bureau  to  place  him  In  touch  with  maua- 
facturers  of  gasoline  or  kerosene  farm  tractors. 

22967. t — A  dealer  in  general  merchandise  and  life  Insurance  representative  In 
prices  and  discounts  given  on  the  medium  nnd  cheaper  grades  of  boots  and 
shoes  and  shoe  polish,  haberdashery,  piece  goods,  provisions  of  all  kinds, 
umbrellas,  and  watches  and  clocks. 

22970.* — A  firm  In  Venezuela  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
wire  of  all  kinds.  Including  barbed  wire;  galvanized-lrob  sheets;  buttons; 
hosiery ;  candy ;  disinfectants ;  dynamos  and  electric  motors ;  advertising 
spe<;lalties ;  household  articles;  agricultural  implements;  hardware;  sewing 
thread ;  embroidery  thread ;  oilcloth ;  straw  hats  and  felt  hats ;  piece  goods; 
whisky  ;  and  lard.    References.    Correspondence  preferably  In  Spanish. 

22971.t — A  representative  of  a  South  American  import  firm  doing  business  In 
Argentina,  Paraguay,  and  Uruguay  has  opened  an  oflSce  in  New  York  and 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  piece  goods, 
such  as  drills,  printed  shirtings,  tickings,  etc.    References. 

22972.* — An  import  commission  firm  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  all  kinds  of 
stationery  supplies  and  printing  inks  in  wholesale  quantities.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

22973.* — A  firm  in  Denmark  is  In  the  market  for  black  plates  (dynamo  sheets); 
size  1,000  by  2,000  by  0.5  m.  m.  Wattless,  3.6  watts ;  quanUty  100  to-  200 
tons.    References. 

22974.*— A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  purchase  In  wholesale  lots 
cheapest  quality  of  reliable  metal  lever  clocks  for  tables  and  mantels. 
Quotations  should  be  by  the  dozen  for  the  larger  sizes  and  by  the  gross  for 
the  smaller.    Descriptive  catalogues  and  full  information  desired. 

WASaiMOTON  :  OOTBBNUENT  PBIIIViNO  0»TIC«  :  !»«• 
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ADDITIONS  TO  DANISH  EMBAEOO  UST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul,  general,  Copenb«igen,  Nov.  9.] 

An  export  prohibition  has  been  placed  on  dv»wn  iron  and  steel 
■wire,  wire  clotn,  wire  nails,  wire  tacks,  and  horseshoe  nails. 


SHrPMENT  OF  CQPPEK  TO  NORWAY. 

[Cablegram  from  Amerlcma  mtnister,  Chrlstlanla,  Nov.  10.] 

The  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  informs  me  that  an  agreement 
has  again  been  reached  by  the  Norwegian  and  British  Governments 
allowing  the  shipment  to  Norway  from  the  United  States  of  3,000 
tons  of  coppter  provided  an  equivalent  amount  of  No^wegiaI^  copper 
pyrites  is  shipped  to  England. 

fNotlces  on  this  subject  were  published  In  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  7  and 
Oct.  2, 1916.] 

UONETAST  SYSTEK  AND  BANES  OF  HONDDBAS. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  Oct.  25.] 

Silver  pesos  of  Honduras,  Salvador,  Chile,  Peru,  and  Guatemala 
are  ecjually  current  in  Honduras.  These  coins  are  usually  25  grams 
in  weight,  0.900  fine,  or  say,  22.5  grams  of  fine  silver,  equivalent  to 
0.723  troy  ounce.  With  an  average  value  of  60  cents  an  ounce  for 
bar  silver,  the  silver  pesos  have  a  value  in  gold  of  43.5  cents.  De- 
ducting 2  to  3  per  cent  for  exchange  or  transfer  of  funds  from 
money  centers  of  the  United  States,  the  remainder  should  nor- 
mally represent  the  value  of  Honduras  money  (rate  of  exchange) 
in  the  northern  or  Gulf  coast  sections. 

The  fruit  companies  require  a  larger  amount  of  silver  for  their 
operations  than  do  the  mining  or  other  industrial  activities  of  the 
intecior,  so  that  silver  pesos  have  a  higher  value  (usually  about  5 
per  cent,  this  being  the  average  expense  of  transferring  by 
mule  trails  to  the  interior)  on  the  coast.  With  bar  silver,  therefore, 
at  an  average  value  of  60  cents,  the  Honduras  peso  should  be  worth 
about  42  cents  gold  on  the  Gulf  coast  and  40  cents  in  Tegucigalpa. 
Bestriotloni  Placed  on  Exportation  of  Coin. 

Such  was  the  basis  for  valuation  before  the  war,  when  bar  silver  was 
more  or  less  steady  in  price.  Since  then  silver  has  fluctuated,  going 
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down  as  low  as  45  cents  and  up  to  77  cents,  so  that  with  the  free  move- 
ment of  silver  coin  speculators  might  export  all  the  hard  money  in  tiie 
country  and  have  the  Republic  practically  demonetized  except  for 
the  paper  issued  by  the  banks  and  the  required  silver  reserve  for  out- 
standing bills.  The  Government  sought  to  prevent  this  by  an  export 
tax  of  15  per  cent  on  coin  and  5  per  cent  on  bullion,  and^  later, 
by  totally  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  coin,  and  allowing  bar 
silver  to  be  shipped  only  from  known  mining  companies. 

As  a  further  precautionary  measure  the  Grovemment  decreed  that 
all  customs  duties  must  be  paid  in  "  silver  pesos,"  and  that  the  in- 
dustrial and  fruit  companies  of  the  northern  coast  must  pay  wages 
in  silver  coin  as  well.  As  the  Government  revenue  is  but  little  in 
excess  of  the  necessary  "public  expenditures,  the  silver  is  not  monopo- 
lized by  the  Govenoment;  on  the  contrary,  by  this  means  it  is  tept 
in  constant  and  general  circulation. 

Since  the  close  of  the  year  1915  the  average  value  of  bar  silver 
has  been  about  68  cents.  Thra  would  normally  give  an  exchan^ 
rate  on  New  York  of  208  per  cent  on  the  coast  and  218  per  c&at  in 
Tegucigalpa ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  Honduras  peso  would  be  locally 
worth  48  and  46  cents  inithieae  respective  sactiojis.  As  it  is  the 
actual  exchange  value  has  beep  about  42  and  40  cents. 

Banking  Bnslneis  Be^mlkted  T>7  Oommerollll  Code. 

There  is  no  banking  law  in  Honduras,  but  all  commercial  and 
banking  business  is  governed  by  the  rulings  of  the  Honduras  Com- 
mercial Code  (Codigo  de  Comercio^.  The  three  banks  of  issue,  the 
Banco  de  Honduras,  Banco  Atlantida,  and  the  Banco  de  Comercio, 
are  each  working  under  a  special  concession  granted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  legalized  by  decree  of  the  National  Congress.  The 
following  statement  -shows  the  paid-up  capital  and  outstanding 
paper  of  the  several  banks  according  to  their  published  statements: 


Bank. 

CapltaL 

Bank 
notes. 

B&nco  d6  HondHTM 

Pern. 
417.  an 

se25,000 
900,000 

Pnai. 

aK,«e 
23t,aia 

44,000 

Banco  do  Atlantida 

Banco  deConMrcio .... 

Total 

1,542,  SOO 

785,000 

•  Tbo  authotlzod  capital  stock  of  the  Banco  Atlantida  Is  tSOO,000  gold,  one-baH  paid  up,  and  the  ahor* 
estimate  is  based  on  a  valuation  o(  2.S0  pesos  tor  each  dollar  in  American  currencs. 

The  several  banks  are  authorized  under  their  concessions  to  issue 
paper  to  the  amount  of  double  their  capital  stock,  subject,  however, 
to  a  silver  reserve  of  50  per  cent. 

The  amount  of  silver  in  active  circulation  in  the  country  is  esti- 
mated by  the  different  banks  at  2,000,000  to  3,000,000  pesos.  Taking 
2,.')00,000  pesos  as  an  average  and  adding  785,000  pesos  in  paper 
money  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  money  in  the  country  is  only 
3,285,000  pesos,  or  $1,314,000  in  American  currency  based  on  a  valua- 
tion of  $0.40  per  silver  peso.  With  this  Honduras  does  an  annual 
foreign  business  of  about  $10,000,000,  besides  internal  commerce. 
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TOITNAOE  CBISIS  AT  THE  POBT  OF  AT-UffWlTA. 

[Consul  Percival  Gassett,  Oct  14.] 

Following  the  sinking  of  two  Spanish  steamers  with  cargoes  of 
Almeria  grapes  bound  for  the  British  markets,  toward  the  end  of 
September,  the  Spanish  steamship  lines  refused  to  continue  this 
serTice.  In  the  meantime  the  cutting  and  packing  of  grapes  con- 
tinued, with  the  result  that  on  the  1st  of  October  nearly  a  half  mil- 
lion barrels  were  stored  on  the  open  docks  of  Almeria  awaiting  ship- 
ment. The  congestion  was  so  great  that  many  of  the  barrels,  for 
lack  of  room  on  the  docks,  had  to  be  stored  in  the  adjoining  park. 
Fortunately  for  the  packers  the  weather  continued  most  favorable, 
there  being  an  entire  absence  of  rain,  but  naturally  there  was  great 
anxiety  among  the  growers  and  exporters  and  the  governmental  au- 
thorities were  repeatedly  appealed  to  for  a  solution  of  this  serious 
problem. 
ArriTal  of  Vmlt  Steameri  Sellevei  CongMtlon. 

The  crisis  was  alleviated  l)y  the  timely  arrival,  on  October  1,  of 
several  steamers  bound  for  New  York.  One  steainer  alone  took  over 
51,000  barrels.  From  that  date  until  October  ip  there  was  no  lack 
of  tonnage  for  American  markets.  On  October  6  and  7  there  were 
seven  steamers  in  port  at  one.time,  loading  foj:  ^e^w  Yorkj  and  they 
took  a  total  of  at  least  140,000  barrels.  Only  the  fear  of  glutting  the 
market  prevented  the  shippers  from  sending  more.  At  present  the 
sitiiation  is  greatly  relieved.  Several  British,  Scandinavian,  and 
Spanish  vessels  have  called  for  fruit  for  the  British  markets  within 
the  past  few  days,  and  the  quantity  on  dock  has  diminished  to  less 
than  300,000  barrels.  On  the  12th  instant  a  British  steamer  took  over 
65,000  barrels  to  ^ngland.  Exporters  claim  that  this  tonnage  crisis 
is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  business. 

According  to  reliable  reports  the  bulk  of  the  fruit  has  already 
been  cut  and  packed,  although  it  is  expected  that  the  export  season 
will  continue  all  through  November.  The  number  of  barrels  ex- 
ported to  date  reaches  1,034,150,  as  compared  with  732,488  for  the 
past  year.  Liverpool  leads  with  334,089  barrels,  followed  by  New 
York  and  London  with,  respectively,  263,911  and  163,624.  The 
market_reports  are  considered  very  satisfactory. 


NEW  VENEZUELAN  COAL  MINE. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Guaira,  Oct.  17.] 

A  new  coal  mine  has  been  opened  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Unare 
River,  a  stream  emptying  into  the  Caribbean  Sea  about  120  miles 
east  of  La  Guaira.  The  new  mine  is  about  15  miles  west  of  those 
at  Naricual,  which  have  been  producing  coal  for  many  years.  Ait 
present  about  20  tons  daily  are  being  extracted  and  shipped  to 
Puerto  Unare,  but  it  is  expected  that  production  will  increase  rapidly. 
The  location  of  the  mine  is  described  as  being  less  than  5  miles  from 
tidewater  and  immediately  upon  the  bank  of  a  river  having  a  mini- 
mum depth  of  14J  feet.  Dr.  Andres  Hernandez  Caballero,  Puerto 
TJnare,  is  in  charge  of  the  work.  Any  correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish. 
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OdTALITT  WINS  FOB  AKERICAH  HABSWASE. 

Quality  is  emphasized  as  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
American  hardware  in  a  report  by  Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale 
on  hardware  markets  in  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay.  "  Upon 
this  sales  factor,"  he  says,  "the  American  manufacturer  can  most 
surely  depend  for  success." 

Mr.  Hale  states  that  during  the  past  year  the  sales  of  this  class  of 
goods  from  the  United  States  have  increased  rapidly  in  Argentina, 
and  that  it  is  thought  that  much  of  the  increased  trade  will  be 
retained  after  the  war.  He  finds  that  American  hardware  manu- 
facturers are  now  reaping  their  reward  for  having  built  up  in  Ar- 
gentina an  unsurpassei^  reputation  for  their  products.  Germany 
and  England  have  outsold  Americans  to  some  extent  in  this  market 
in  the  past,  but  almost  always  by  introducing  cheaper  articles.  ITie 
normal  imports  of  hardware  into  Argentina  are  between  five  and  six 
million  ^ollars,  the  total  for  1913  being  $5,771,145.  Of  this  total 
Germany  supplied  $1,848,897  worth,  England  $1,866,709  worth,  and 
the  United  States  $1,211,097  wdrth. 
Expects  Europeaa  Attempt  to  Keoover  Lost  Groud. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  that  when  the  war  is  over  there  will  be  a 
serious  effort  on  the  part  of  European  manufacturers  to  get  back  the 
trade  they  hav«  lost  and  that  one  of  their  first  steps  will  be  to  estab- 
lish at  Buenos  Aire^  local  and  permanent  representatives  or  to  make 
intimate  connections  with  houses  already  there. 

"  To  be  on  the  spot,"  says  Mr.  Hale,  "  is  the  only  way  to  under- 
stand this  market.  The  demand  is  constantly  changing,  and  the 
tendency  is  to  purchase  better  tools  and  hardware.  This  tendenqr 
"has  been  especially  noticeable  during  the  past  two  years,  and  much  of 
it  is  due  to  the  influence  of  better  grades  from  the  United  States. 
Therefore  the  manufacturer  should  not  try  too  hard  to  meet  compe- 
tition on  the  basis  of  price.    He  should  sell  quality." 

Previous  to  the  war  Americans  dominated  the  market  for  axes  and 
hatchets,  wrenches,  saws,  and  revolvers,  and  had  an  important  share 
of  the  trade  in  files,  keys,  nails,  screws  and  nuts,  and  miscellaneous 
tools.  Germany  dominated  a  number  of  lines,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact 
that  many  more  German  safety  razors  were  sold  in  Argentina  than 
came  from  the  United  States. 

The  author  of  the  report  has  gone  at  length  into  conditions  govern- 
ing the  hardware  trade  of  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay  and 
has  discussed  in  detail  the  trade  in  each  particular  article  of  hard- 
ware. It  is  the  fourth  report  of  the  series  on  the  world's  markets  for 
hardware,  the  exact  title  being  "  Markets  for  American  Hardware  in 
Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay,"  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  43. 
There  are  66  pages  in  all.  Copies  may  be  purchased  for  10  cents  each 
from  the  Supermtendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,.  or  from 
the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

OBDER  FOB  APPLES  SECTTBES  THBOUGH  AKEBICAH  CONSTJI. 

The  Commercial  Agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  city  recently 
made  a  shipment  of  apples  to  Sweden,  valued  at  $1,134.  Connec- 
tions with  the  Swedish  finn  were  made  through  the  aid  of  the  Amer- 
ican consul  at  Goteborg,  Sweden. 
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ELECTSIC  SUEimrG  PS0F08ED  IN  HEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  Geoeral  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Aacklftnd,  Oct.  4.] 

The  possibility  of  producing  pig  iron  in  New  Zealand  on  a  large 
scale  is  being  thoroughly  studied  by  the  authorities  as  well  as  By 
private  interests  here.  It  is  proposed  to  use  electricitj^  for  this  pur- 
po.«e  instead  of  coal,  as  indicated  in  a  circular  containing  the  report 
of  the  chief  electrical  engineer  of  the  New  Zealand  Government. 
Water  Power  Kay  Be  Beveloped  Easily. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  of  iron  ore  in  various  forms,  and  plenty 
of  water  power  that  may  be  developed  easily  to  supply  electricity 
at  an  exceedingly  low  figure.  The  report  mentioned  states  that 
matters  are  being  well  organized  with  the  ideji  of  entering  upon  this 
industry  on  short  notice  as  soon  as  plans  are  completed.  The  report 
by  the  chief  electrical  engineer  was  in  part  as  follows.: 

The  cost  of  electric  smelting  of  Iron  ores  In  Sweden  is  less  than  the  cost  of 
the  blast-furnace  process,  but  the  Swedes  haye  n  partlciilnrly  pure  ore  to  deal 
with,  and  moreover  charcoal  is  used  instead  of  coke, for  retlut-inK  purposes, 
while  the  furnaces  are  much  smaller  in  size  than  the  blast  furnaces  in  England 
and  America.  Tlie  consequence,  therefore,  IS'  that  where  water  power  Is  cheap, 
and  where  a  special  grade  of  iron  Is  produced  from  pure  ores  with  the  use  of 
charcoal,  electric  smelting  is  cheaper  than  the  blast-furnace  smelting.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  If  steel  making  and  refining  of  (he  iron  are  carried  on 
simultaneously  with  the  smelting  t)l)eration8,  so  that  the  waste  gnses  resulting 
from  the  smelting  of  the  ore  can  be  utilized  for  converting  into  steel  and  for 
refining.  On  the  contrary,  where  lower  grades  of  ore  only  are  obtainable  (and 
this  applies  to  the  vast  bulk  of  ore  in  the  world),  and  where  coal  is  cheap,  and 
where  the  demand  Is  such  that  pig  iron  can  be  produced  on  a  large  scale  at  the 
rate  of  700  to. 2,000  tons  per  week  per  furnace,  electricity  has  not  a  hope  ot 
competing  with  the  blast  furnace  under  these  conditions — that  Is  to  say,  whero 
pig  iron  has  to  be  produced  of  ordinary  everyday  quality  from  average  quality 
of  ore,  a  blast  furnace  Is  unrivalle<l. 

Electricity  Coming  Into  Qeneral  Use  at  Kapid  Bate. 

Next,  as  regards  the  use  of  electricity  for  remeltlng  and  refining  of  iron, 
electricity  Is  coming  into  general  use  at  a  very  rapid  rate  for  this  purpose.  It 
will  not,  however,  supersede  the  Bessemer  process  or  the  open-Iienrth  process 
for  ordinary  classes  of  steel  in  bulk,  but  is  being  used,  and  will  In  the  future  be 
used,  to  a  large  extent  as  an  ancillary  to  these  processes  for  refining  purposes 
and  for  preparing  the  higher  quality  of  steel.  It  is  also  being  used  at  a  rapidly 
increasing  rate  for  foundry  purposes,  and  is  specially  adapted  for  this  class  of 
work,  as  It  will  deal  with  a  greater  variety  of  material  than  the  ordinary  con- 
verter in  use  in  foundries  and  engineering  works  is  capable  of  doing.  Another 
use  to  which  electric  furnaces  are  i)eing  put  very  largely  is  for  reheating  and 
annealing  purposes,  and  it  has  a  special  field  all  Its  own  in  the  production  Of 
special  alloys  of  iron  which  can  not  be  produced  in  any  otiier  way,  or  if  pro- 
duced can  not  be  done  so  economically. 

As  regards  New  Zealand,  tlie  two  principal  .sources  of  iron  are  the  Parapara 
iron  and  tlie  Taranaki  Iron  sands.  The  Parapara  ore  Is  of  nieditun  quality  as 
regards  the  iron  contents,  and  can  probably  be  more  economically  producetl 
and  smelted  by  the  blast-furnace  process  as  long  as  coke  Is  available  In  New 
Zealand.  As  regards  the  Taranaki  Iron  sands,  I  believe  that  there  exists  here 
a  source  of  considerable  industry  which  will  be  develoi)ed  in  course  of  time  for 
making  a  special  quality  of  pig  Iron  In  which  titanium  will  play  an  important 
part,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  making  alloys  of  iron  and  titanium  for  special 
purposes,  and,  given  a  demand  for  specialKiuallty  pig  iron  and  ferrotitanium 
alloys,  these  could  be  more  economically  produced  from  the  iron  sands  by  means 
of  an  electric  furnace  than  by  the  blast-furnace  process.  The  reason  of  this  Is 
that  the  fine  grains  are  not  suitable  for  use  in.  a  blast  furnace,  because  they 
tend  to  choke  the  furnace,  and  also  are  liable  to  be  carried  away  by  the  blast. 
Consequently  some  form  of  briquettlng  has  to  be  adopted,  which  adds  to  the 
expense,  and  moreover  does  not  enable  the  blast  furnace  to  work  at  its  best 
advantage. 
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SEW  SEASOH  ATTSTBAHAH  WOOL  SALES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Sept.  11.1 

The  second  series  of  Brisbane  wool  sales  was  held  Angust  28,  29, 
and  30,  at  which  time  about  30,000  bales  were  offered.  Japanese 
buyers  were  very  prominent  in  the  market  and  maintained  the  price 
for  greasy  wook  at  a  high  leveL  The  best  grade  of  scoured  wools 
fell  off  10  to  15  per  cent  from  the  figure  secured  at  the  previous 
wool  sale.  The  sentiment  of  the  trade  was  that  so  long  as  prices 
remained  firm  there  would  probably  be  no  determined  movement  in 
favor  of  removing  the  .Ainerican  embargo;  if,  however,  prices 
flumped,  such  a  movement  was  anticipated. 

The,  first  wool  sales  in  Sydney  for  this  season  were  held  on  Sep- 
tember 11, 12, 13,  and  14;  28,500  bales  were  offered.  Prices  aver^^ 
about  the  same  as  at  the  Brisbane  sale.  The  second  Sydney  sale  will 
be  held  September  25,  26,  27,  and  28.  Melbourne  has  already  had 
one  wool  sale,  which  was  highly  successful.  During  the  next  few 
months  the  great  weight  of  the  new  clip  will  re^ch  the  selling  centers 
of  Brisbane,  Sydney,  Melbourne,  (Jeelong,  and  Adelaide. 

It  is  remarked  in  the  presls  that  last  year  one-third  of  the  wool 
clip  was  takeil  by  the  tJmted  States,  whereas  at  present  there  is  an 
embargo  on  the  export  of  wool  to  that  country.  Already  there  is 
some  uneasiness  that  the  price  of  wool  will  not  be  maintained  when 
the  large  supplies  come  upon  the  market  unless  America  is  allowed 
to  purchase,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  embargo  be  restricted 
to  only  certain  classes  of  wool. 

(An  article  by  Commercial  Attach^  Kennedy  on  "Tbe  Bmbargo  and  Aus- 
tralia's Wool  Sales"  awJeared  In  Commebce  Reports  for  July  19,  1916.] 


LICOBICE  P0£  CnnrESE  MEDICINE. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Sept.  26.] 

There  is  usually  a  strong  demand  in  the  wholesale  drug  market  of 
Hongkong  for  licorice  root  (known  among  the  Chinese  as  gum  cho), 
but  the  trade  has  been  brought  into  new  prominence  in  the  past  few 
months  by  a  rise  in  price  fo  as  high  as  $70  local  currency  per  picul  of 
133i  i>ounds,  or  26  cents  United  States  gold  a  poimd.  At  present 
the  price  is  about  $50  local  currency,  or  approximately  20  cents  gold 
8  pound.  A  normal  price  is  $30  to  $40  local  currency,  or  11  to  15 
cents  gold  a  pound.  The  root  retails  in  Hongkong  all  the  way  from 
10  cents  to  50  cents  gold  a  pound,  according  to  quality. 

Kansu  Province  in  northwest  China  is  the  chief  supplier  of  the 
Hongkong  market.  The  root  arrives  here  in  bundles  of  irr^ular 
sizes  wrapped  in  coarse  grass  or  reed  matting.  The  pieces  range  in 
length  up  to  IJ  feet  and  in  thickness  up  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch. 
They  are  the  "gray-brown  root  with  yellow  core  once  familiar  to 
American  schoolboys.  The  Chinese  use  the  root  for  the  manufacture 
of  "  cooling  medicine,"  or  a  decoction  for  fevers.  Inasmuch  as  lic- 
orice plants  are  at  times  a  pest  in  some  of  the  dry  western  sections 
of  the  United  States  the  possibilities  of  trade  in  this  line  may  merit 
attention.  The  import  of  the  root  into  Hongkong  is  easily  the  largest 
item  in  the  Chinese  wholesale  drug  trade. 
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THE  SWISS  CHEinCAL  IHBTTSTKT. 

[Consul  Walter  U.  Scbulz,  Berne,  Sept  2.] 

On  account  of  the  closing  of  certain  sources  of  chemical  supplies 
following  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  a  large  number  of  inquiries 
have  been  received  at  the  consulate  at  Benie  from  American  im- 
porters concerning  Swiss  dyestuffs  and  pharmaceutical  products. 

How  Switzerland's  chemists  have  responded  to  the  opportunity  not 
only  with  regard  to  the^American  marKet  but  to  those  of  the  world, 
is  revealed  by  the  country's  export  figures  for  1914  and  1915,  which 
are  as  follows: 


Items. 


19M 


1>15 


Cbemicals  (or  indostrlal  porpoMs 

Paints,  dyes,  and  colors 

Fbarmaceatical  products,  drugs,  and  perfumery. 


!3,516,7« 
6,232,660 
3,  too,  182 


$5,«7,097 
8,443,6iS 
4,747,680 


Bapld  DeTelopment  of  Swiii  Indnstry. 

The  rapid  development  of  the  industry  is  all  the  moi-e  remark- 
able when  it  is  recalled  that  Switzerland  itself  is  poor  in  mineral 
wealth,  furnishing  no  raw  materials  for  the  technical  chemist  but 
salt,  lime,  and  asphalt.    With  these  ejxceptions,  all  crude  materials^ 
must  be  imported. 

The  absence,  until  recently,  of  cheap  motive  power,  transportation 
difficulties,  the  small  home  'market,  and  aggressive  foreign  competi- 
tion, were  some  of  the  early  difficulties  encountered  and  successfully 
overcome  by  the  Swiss  in  the  development  of  their  chemical  in- 
dustry. 

That  it  will  continue  to  maintain  its  position  after  the  war  seems 
certain,  unless  the  country  is  itself  swept  into  the  conflict.  It  will 
have  available  for  the  inevitable  commercial  struggle  after  the  war 
a  strong  organization  and  cheap  motive  power. 

Exports  of  aniline  colors  rose  in  value  from  $4,794,960  in  1913  to 
$5,585,738  in  1915,  of  wliich  more  than  half  went  to  England. 
English  imports  of  Swiss  dyestuffs  have  doubled  in  value  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  German  imports  declined  from  $891,773  to 
$78,914,  and  those  of  the  United  States  also  showed  a  considerable 
loss.  On  the  other  hand,  Berne  dealers  are  at  present  (September, 
1916)  in  the  market  for  caustic  potash  and  other  potash  compounds 
to  tise  in  the  manufacture  of  dyestuffs. 

For  the  first  time  in  years  Swiss  alkaloids  and  saccharin  were 
imported  by  the  United  States.  Other  items  in  this  category  worthy 
of  note  were  nucleinic  silver,  citral,  oil  of  ginger,  glycerin,  and  oil 
of  orris  root. 

American  Pnrofaases  of  Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Frodnets,  etc. 

In  1915  the  United  States  imported  $561,091  worth  of  Swiss  phar- 
maceutical products,  drugs,  perfumery,  and  chemicals  other  than 
dyestuffs,  as  compared  with  $394,384  worth  during  the  preceding 
year.  Ainerican  purchases  are  largely  limited  to  acid  potassium 
tartrate,  boric  and  phosphoric  acids,  sodium,  tanning  extracts,  oil  of 
lavender,  carnation  oil,  camphor,  methylated  alcohol,  collodion,  phos- 
gen,  chlorine,  codeine,  bromine,  coal-tar  derivatives,  benzylchloride, 
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nitrobenzene,  naphthol,  glue,  gelatin,  and  Gstt  glue.    Exports  in  this 
class  to  the  United  States  for  the  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Items. 

1914 

1915 

Items. 

1914 

1915 

Chemicals  for  pharmaceuti- 
cal purposes: 
Vegeiablo  alkaloids 

119,961 

8,754 

45,181 

38,454 

102,505 

7,145 

2,740 

13,067 

15,976 

110,277 

Chemicals  for  industrial  pur- 
poses—Continued. 
Methvlated  alcohol 

»7,517 

S1,US 
2,474 

Sactiharin 

All  other 

t22,8Sl 
11,988 
168,999 

2,780 
5,382- 

Benzylchloride      .     .  .. 

706 

Pharmaceutical  powders,  etc. 

Glue 

23,460 
78,865 

77,714 

1,039,721 

178,854 

87,145 

Perfumer;  and  cosmetics 

Chemicals  for  industrial  pur- 
poses: 

Acid  potassium  tartrate. . 

Bone  and  phosphjorio 

Gelatin  and  fish  glue 

Dyefaig  materials: 

Logwood  eztjacts 

Aniline  colors 

S5,S«J 

6,00 
819,Sa 
156,101 

3;sa 

Varnish  and  enamel 

Total 

114 

Tanning  extracts 

Glycerin 

47,503 
25,000 

1,690,787 

l,SJ6,2a 

Total  Export*  of  Pbarmaoeutioal  aad  Vtug  Products. 

The  increases  in  Switzerland's  export  trade  in  its  leading  pharma- 
ceutical and  drug  products  last  year  is  clearly  shown  in  the  following 
statement,  which  gives  the  values  of  the  exports  for  the  two  years: 


Fharmaoeutical  and  drug 
products. 

1914 

191S 

Fharmaoeutical  and  drag 
products. 

1914 

ms 

Add  potassium  tartrate 

822,000 

30,000 

1,351,000 

268,000 
24,000 
188,000 
157,000 

885,000 

65,000 
2,316,000 

062,000 
100,000 
256,000 
246,000 

W7.000 

82,000 
56,000 
101,000 
152,000 
133,000 

8174,000 

Borto'and  phospborlo  adds. . 
Calcium  carbide 

Uethybtad  alcohol,   odlo- 
dlon,  p|]03gen,e  h  1 0  r  i  n  e , 
Iodine,  and  bromine 

Nitric  add 

Chlorates,  perohlorates,  and 

344,000 
82,000 

CMl-tar  derlratives. 

fMinm        *         

310,  OW 

Oebtin  and  fish  glue 

Glue 

Taonio  and  gaUie  adds 

ia,'<oo 

14^600 

The  acid  potassium  tartrate  went  chiefly  to  Germany,  France, 
and  the  United  States;  boric  and  phosphoric  acids  to  Austria, 
France,  Germany,  and  the  United  States;  calcium  carbide  nearly 
all  to  Germany ;  chlorates,  perchlorates,  and  persulphates,  a  third  to 
Japan,  the  remainder  largely  to  France;  sodium  to  France,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  the  United  States;  nitric  acid  to 
Germany  and  France;  tannic  and  gallic  acids  (the  only  items  of 
importance  showing  a  decrease),  mainly  to  France,  some  to  the 
United  Kingdom;  tanning  extracts,  mainly  to  Germany,  some  to 
France  and  the  United  States ;  glycerin,  more  than  one-half  to  the 
United  States  and  some  to  Germany;  methylated  alcohol,  coUodion, 
phosgen,  chlorine,  iodine,  and  bromine,  mainly  to  the  United  King- 
dom, some  to  France,  Italy,  and  the  United  States;  coal-tar  deriva- 
tives mainly  to  France  and  the  United  Kingdom,  some  to  the  United 
States;  glue,  more  than  one-half  to  the  United  States;  gelatin  and 
fish  glue,  mainly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  the  United 
States. 
Pharmaceutical  Specialties — Swiss  Chemical  Works. 

Among  the  numerous  pharmaceutical  specialties  manufactured  in 
this  consular  district  are  protargol,  collargol,  argyrol,  itrol,  and 
solargyl  (a  new  silver  protein  compound,  containing  30  per  cent  of 
silver  and  very  soluble  in  water).  Other  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions, originating  in  this  district,  are  airol,  phytin,  throcol,  salen, 
benzosalen,  vioform,  lipogodin,  jodostarin,  and  jodogallicin. 
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Of  the  107  and  more  chemical  works  and  laberatories  in  Switzer- 
land, 7  are  in  the  Berne  consular  district ;  the  majority,  however,  are 
in  Zurich,  Basel,  and  Geneva.  Haaf  &  Co.,  of  Liebefeld,  near 
Beme,  is  perhaps  the  most  important  company  in  the  district.  It  is 
not  only  actively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pharmaceutical 
products  but  it  has  succeeded  in  producing  artificial  leather,  ivory, 
celluloid,  and  rubber.  The  last  is  claimed  to  be  cheaper  than  the 
natural  caoutchouc. 

The  first  Swiss  chemical  factory  dates  back  to  1764,  but  the  in- 
dustry as  a  whole  did  not  begin  to  flourish  until  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  ceistury.  The  coal-tar  color  industry  made  its  appear- 
ance about  1860  and  rapidly  grew  to  be.fhe  most  important  chemi- 
cal industry  of-  the  country.  Its  colors  were  first  exported  in  con- 
siderable quantities  in  1896.  Synthetic  indigo,  however,  did  not  be- 
come an  export  article  until  1911,  when  $978,957  worth  was  exported, 
more  than  one-half  going  to  China  and  $178,854  worth  to  the  TJnitea 
States. 
Xxportg  of  SyestvlfB. 

The  importance  of  the  Swiss  dye  industry  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing table  of  exports  since  1896 : 


Year. 

Coal-tsr 
colors. 

Vegetable 
dyestoS 
extracts. 

Tanning 
extracts. 

Synthetio 
indigo. 

1896 

t2,5S0,7S4 
3,180,(132 
3,259,.«9 
3,172.:B1 
2,961.173 
2,8-ir,:189 
3,0S1,363 

3,33(i,aa6 

3,452,436 
3,862,786 
4,209,646 
4. 233,  .133 
3,793,836 
4,6(;7,H69 
4,905,003 
4,920,212 
4,970,474 
4,794,960 
6,123,944 
5,585,738 

394,923 
117,480 
98,166 
81,860 
69,576 
65,610 
73,871 
76,987 
75,732 
73,068 
72,038 
78,866 
81,638 
94,239 
99  142 
115,404 
97,346 
95,667 
84,250 
94,261 

3126,770 
147,627 
135,323 
148,153 
125,347 
123.719 
141,673 
146,778 
133,064 
160,137 
142,803 
139,873 
162,419 
183,640 
223,434 
297,684 
315,130 
323,782 
286,262 
289,144 

mr 

un 

* 

I8W , 

* 

1990 

igm 

1902 

HOS 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

372,460 
291,334 

1912 

1918 

754  792 

1914 

978,956 
434,525 

191S       

Coal-Tar  Colon. 


The  Swiss  trade  in  coal-tar  colors,  apart  from  synthetic  indigo,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

Founds. 

Value. 

PoundJ. 

Value. 

flAl^nni     .    ,    r    -    .    -   -  -  .  1    .   . 

niroEis. 

20,943 

4,188 

1,491,426 

8:598 

20,943 

444 

36,417 
1,283 

456,970 

2,634 

6,417 

133 

220 

613,677 

1,543 

i 

Germany 

Italy 

United  Kingdom 

220 

(a) 

Total 

1,546,JI2 

473,803 

515,660 

3270,856 

----  = 

oNot  separately  stated. 
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Countries. 


1914 


Fcmnds.        Value. 


1015 


Founds.       ValoBL 


Argentina 

Austria 

Belgium 

BrBtU.. 

British  India.. 

Canada 

Clilna 

Denmaric 

France 

Oermaoy 

Italy. 


705,037 
424, «0» 


(201, 86S 
114,390 


30,423 
134,702 


$18,057 
38,28t 


•90,897 


178,411 


Japan 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

United  States.. ..r.. 
United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. 


343,700 
2,811.333 
1,385,824 

SSl.OTB 


192,432 
891,773 
409.224 
165^686 


248,917 


94,645 


3, 128. 796 
3.855,884 
1,578,730 


•I,2S?,209r 
^541^587 


115,522 

211,208 

89,728 

35,714 

-  118,167 

503,534 

231,485 

1,656,009 

69,004 

133,600 

39,021 

74,736 

91,712 

141.977 

72,  sa 

1,5S},138 

5,217,900 


71,186 

118,  a» 
30,610 
12,627 
41.467 

335,29 
78,914 

741,577 
57,435 
45,286 
14,133 
31,470 
S9,2K 
88,943 
25,571 

819,6a 

2,998,787 

19,135 


Total ....: 15;833,805 


5,123,944     10^585,706     5,585,738 


In  1913  the  imports  totaled  1,539^66  pounds,  valued  at  $444,683, 
and  the  exports  15,508,856  pounds,  -worth  $4,794,960. 

Katnral  and  Artificial  ludlgro. 

Germany  supplied  all  of  the  indigo  imported  into  Switzerland  in 
1914,  98,987  pounds,  valued  at  $15,598;  while  last  year  it  sent  all  but 
3,306  pounds  out  of  a  total  importation  of  29,541  pounds.  The  1915 
imports  of  indigo  totaled  $14,427  in  value  (separate  figures  by  coun- 
tries are  not  yet  available). 

The  exports  of  indigo,  by  countries,  for  1914  and  1915  are  diown  in 
the  following  statement: 


Countries. 


1914 


Fotmds.       Value. 


1915 


Poands.      Value. 


Belgium 

Brazil 

British  India 

China 

Denmark 

France 

Italy 

Japan  

Netherlands 

Russia 

Spain 

United  Kingdom... 

-United  States 

All  other  countries . 


109,509 


816,980 


68,563 
■,S12.CU 


10,204 
£31,256 


7,054 


12,316 


204,148 
162,260 
154,103 


33,010 
35,288 
96,226 


36,156  I 
46,958 
26,896  I 
,018,093 
56,658  I 


22,176 
31,567 
9,061 

178,854 
14,387 


261,026 
5,291 

716,619 

127,868 
16,755 
44,533 
31,065 
54,013 
15,211 

810,859 
5,070 


47,365 

3,478 

113,210 

25,873 
2  480 

10,357 

28,065 

39  on 

3,980 

156,141 

1,610 


Total 5,Sll«,017  I    978,057 


2,094,384 


434,6K 


In  1913  the  exports  of  indigo  amounted  to  3,950,241  pounds,  worth 

$754,792. 

Yegretable  Colors  from  Syewoods. 

The  manufacture  of  vegetable  colors  by  the  extraction  of  dyewoods, 
chiefly  logwood,  is  well  developed  in  Switzerland.  The  trade  in  this 
branch  is  shown  by  the  following  table : 
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Cotmtriss. 


1914 


Pounds.       Value. 


1«U 


Pounds.      Value. 


Central  Anwrlca. .. 

Fnnoe 

Germany 

Italy 

United  Kingdom.. 
TTnited  States 


409, 83» 

224,680 

m614 

881 

36,378 


$46,841 
18,683 
13,274 
73 
3,024 
32,787 


100,790 
144,402 
341,936 
128,309 
127,206 


Total. 


1,119,322 


114,462 


1,340,366 


«21S,734 


!  XXFOXT9. 


Austria .■.„.., 

Belgium 

Denmark _..., 

Fiance , 

Oermany , 

Italy 

Japan _» 

Netherlands 

Norway ., 

Portu^a 

Bnaala 

Spain ~ 

Sindm ; 

United  Kingdom . 
United  States 


140,875 

42,780 

3,968 

17,637 

234,351 

24,030 

71,429 

35,063 

1,763 

6,172 

4,850 

24,470 

22,707 

41,887 

95,670 


11,310 

2,760 

414 

2,642 

26,211 
5,154 
4,494 
2,658 
233 
433 
2,662 
2,096 
2,611 
5,568 

15,000 


88,405 


45,415 
130,293 
100,089 
30,644 
39,683 
13,668 


12,666 
66,350 
25,573 
116,404 

31,967 


Total. 


767,*31. 


84,245 


709,002 


8,514 


6,871 
13,130 
12,174 
3,314 
6,189 
1,979 


5,135 
7^654 
3,861 
20,116 
6,002 


94,254 


(a)  Not  separately  stated. 

In  1913  Switzerland  imported  1,165,142  pounds,  worth  $115,240, 
and  exported  987,229  pounds,  to  the  value  of  $95,987. 

laportanoe  of  Swls*  SyettvlT  Industry. 

Few  realize  the  role  which  Switzerland  has  played  in  the  evolution 
of  the  artificial  dyestuflF  industry,  despite  the  ^ntire  absence  in  the 
land  of  coal  and  of  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  chemicals, 
with  the  exception  of  lime  and  salt.  Immediately  prior  to  the  war, 
Switzerland,  on  the  basis  of  population,  was  supplying  twice  as  much 
as  Germany,  relatively,  to  the  world's  market  for  synthetic  colors. 

In  every  branch  of  tinctorial  chemistry  Swiss  che^nists  have  dis- 

glayed  a  fertility  of  invention  quite  equal  to  that  shown  by  English, 
'rench,  and  Grerman  rivals. 

Some  of  the  most  important  of  the  current  standard  coal-tar  colors 
originated  in  Swiss  laboratories. 

■file  following  list  of  Swiss  synthetic  dyes,  now  regularly  manu- 
factured and  available  for  export  to  the  United  States,  is  worthy  of 
note  in  connection  with  the  existing  shortage  in  dyestuffs : 


Synthetic  Indigo. 
Sudan  colors. 
Chrysoidine. 
Alizarin  yellow. 
Apollo  red. 
Persian  yellow. 
Carniinapli  garnet. 
Past  red. 
Resorcin  yellow. 
Corcumine. 
Narcelne. 
Tartrazine. 
Metanil  yellow. 
Kermesln  orange. 


RocelUno. 
Roxatnine. 
Acid  ponceau. 
Sulphon  violet. 
Azo  alizarin  bordeaux. 
Azo  alizarin  black. 
Bismarck  brown. 
Diphenyl  black. 
Dlplienyl  blue  black. 
Trisulphon  violet 
Trlsulphon  blue. 
Direct  gray. 
Direct  black. 
Direct  violet. 


Direct  brown. 
Direct  indigo  blues. 
Direct  blues. 
Anthracene  red. 
Indazurines. 
Melogeue  blue. 
Isodiphenyl  black. 
Direct  iudone  blue. 
Trisulphon  brown. 
Diphenyl  green. 
Chloramine  green. 
Alizarin  yellow. 
Mekong  yellow. 
Azo  orange  R. 
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Alsace  green. 
Diphenyl  citronine. 
Dlphenyl  chrysolne. 
Diphenyl  fast  yellow. 
Dlplienyl  fust  brown. 
Diphenyl  ornnee. 
Diphenyl  catechlne. 
Mikado  orange. 
Polyeliromlnes. 
Chicago  orange. 
Aiiraralne. 
Setoglauclne. 
Clacler  blue. 
Victoria  green. 
Victoria  bhies. 
Acid  green. 
Erloglauclne. 
Crystal  violet. 
Ethyl  violet. 
Alkali  violet. 
Acid  violets. 
Erlocyanlnes. 


Methylnlkdri  blue.  ' 
Navy  blue  B. 
Dlphenylainlne  blue. 
Chrome  violet. 
Night  blue. 
Wool  green. 
Ithodamines. 
Eoslnes. 
Methyl  eoslne. 
Cyanoslnes. 
Rose  bengale. 
Phosphlne. 
Alizarin  V. 
Indophenols. 
Imlo^^hromogen. 
Neutral  red. 
Neutrtal  violet 
Safranlne.       ■    ■ 
Fuchsine. 

Indulines 

Nlgrosines. 
Basel  blue. 


Delphlne  blue. 

Oaltocyanlq;. 

Chromocyanlne. 

Indalizarln. 

Violet  nioderne. 

Parme  n. 

Gallamlne. 

Corel  ne. 

Phenocyanlnes. 

Gallazine. 

Qalltnlllc  violets. 
,    Gall  lull  ic  blues. 
' '  GaillnlUc  greens. 
I   -RewAidb  blue. 
p  jMeU^la's  blue. 

New.  blues. 

Fust  ^een  M. 
i'  iMusoariae. 

-  -Cynnine, 


[A  study  on  Swiss  dyestufis.for  A mftriffln  use  i$  coutamed  in 
Commebce'Reports  for  J^ily  17, 1915.] 


SWISS  tm^EBEST  IN  STENCH  HACHDIES. 

(Consul  Walter  II.  Schulz,  Berne,  Oct  7.] 

Considerable  interest  is  manifested  in  stencil  machines  in  Switzer- 
land, and  Berne  dealers  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  old 
stencil  systems  will  soon  have  to  ^ve  way  to  more  modem  methods. 
The  big  Swiss  chocolate,  automobile,  cheese,  and  condensed-milk  ex- 
porters would,  seemingly,  be  the  first  to  take  up  with  improved  ap- 
pliances of  this  kind. 

For  general  marking,  metal  stencil  letters  have  been  employed  by 
the  local  trade.  Of  late  years  rubber-stamp  marking  has  been  in- 
troduced. The  type  is  of  specially  prepared  rubber,  but  its  exact 
composition  is  a  secret. 

Important  firms  have  large  collections  6f  addreases  in  the  form 
of  metal  stencils,  while  small  concerns  use  the  letter  stencil  (metal). 
Cheap  cardboard  stencils  are  also  used  in  certain  circumstances. 
Nearly  all  of  these  stencils  are  of  domestic  manufacture,  there  being 
ten  stencil  factories  in  Switzerland,  one  of  which  is  in  the  Beme 
consular  district. 


BXTLE  HAlTDLma  OF  OBADT  IN  AXTSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Sept.  11.] 

The  Fanners'  Union  in  New  South  Wales  has  passed  a  resolution 
unanimously  requesting  the  State  government  to  push  on  with  ut- 
most vigor  its  scheme  for  handling  wheat  in  bulk.  The  Minister  for 
Railways  in  the  State  of  Victoria  has  also  urged  that  the  proposals 
for  bulK  handling  in  this  State  be  immediately  pushed  through,  and 
that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  consider  specifications  and  bids. 

[References  to  the  bulk  handling  of  grain  In  Australia  have  frequently  ap- 
peared in  CoMMEBCB  Repobts  ;  see  the  Issues  for  Nov.  11,  1013,  Aug.  21  and  SXi, 
1916,  and  Feb.  2,  Mar.  17,  and  Oct  7,  1916.] 
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PBESEHT  SEKANS  POS  PIAHOS  DT  SOTTTH  AFBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Hugh  8.  Hood,  Durban,  Natal,  Aug.  31.1 

Natal  has  no  piano  factories.  Few  American  pianos  are  sold  in  this 
market,  but  the  number  of  sales  seems  to  be  increasing.  Imports  of 
this  class  are  largely  from  England  and  Europe. 

Musical  instruments  valued  at  $53,108  were  imported  into  Durban 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  and  $90,507  worth  furnished  the 
record  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916.  For  the  whole  year  1915  musi- 
cal instruments  to, the  value  of  $146,082  were  imported  into  Durban. 
The  customs  stja^^tics  do  not  show  the  respective  values  of  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  iastrmnents. 
Imports  of  Xnslcii^  ifis^uments  into  the  Vnion.- 

The  imports,  (of  n^ijisical  instruments  J(not  including  phonographs 
and  accessoriesi) 'iBtc  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914  and  1915 
were:  >    "' 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1914 

1915 

AlKtriA.'nniDmrr 

»1,007 

SSO 

53 

180 

5 

5,474 

330,965 

150 

394 

29 

63 

187 

'Russfa ; 

144 

Beigiuin.  .7?!::...:  .!r.!.lll. 

Spain ..^.       «      , 

139 
307 
160 
159,898 
11,334 
453 

165 

ChSa 

Sweden '..'.'.'.'..'..".'  '..'.. 

Bqrnuiark 

10 

Rw|t>«rtoni1           

4,034 

228,648 

2,015 

413 

5 

Egypt 

73 
1,222 
764 
5 
5 
19 

Canada.  ."       ..  .... 

India: .1.:^.. 

Australia 

Gennanj '.......^.^.... 

N|.th«rl»nrt.    , ,     , , , 

New  Zealand......        l... 

Mauritius „.... 

United  States 

10 

73 
43,769 

IflpUl .■«■. 

52,519 

Portocal 

Total 

iSSSs.:::::;:;;::::::::::: 

58 

565,290 

321,739 

American  pianos  compare  favorably  with  others  in  quality,  style, 
Ume,  and  touch.  The  only  criticism  heard  is  that  they  are  larger, 
or  stand  higher,  than  the  popular  taste  demands.  The  average  cot- 
tage has  small  rooms,  and  even  in  larger  places  the  small  instrument 
is  preferred. 

The  duty  on  pianos  is  20  per  cent,  and  the  latest  freight  quotation 
from  New  York  to  Durban  is  $37.80,  plus  15  per  cent  surcharge  per 
ton  of  40  cubic  feet.    Before  the  war  the  freight  rate  on  pianos  was 
$10.46. 
8«Ie  for  Low- Priced  TTprlsht  Piasos. 

It  is  understood  that  there  should  be  a  fair  sale  for  low-priced 
upright  pianos.  Manufacturers  should  send  samples  or,  better  still, 
a  sample  of  each  style  to  be  introduced  in  this  market.  The  sample 
or  samples  may  be  sent  to  the  firms'  agents  or  representatives  on  con- 
signment, and  when  no  longer  needed  as  samples  probably  could  be 
sold  for  at  least  enough  to  cover  the  cost.  Pianos  are  usually  shipped 
in  very  stout  packing  cases  which  are  tin  lined. 

One  of  the  leading  music  houses  of  Durban  is  pushing  the  sale 
of  an  English  piano  in  oak  case  of  medium  size.  The  case  is  finished 
like  the  ordinary  oak  furniture  in  the  United  States,  and  not  made 
ver3r  dark  in  fuming  like  most  of  the  oak-finished  furniture  in  South 
Africa.  This  may  become  a  very  attractive  piano  for  halls  and  resi- 
dences wheire  the  rest  of  the  furniture  is  of  oak. 

[An  article  on  musical  Instruments  In  the  Johannesburg  district  was  ptibli.shed 
in  CoMMEBCE  Repobts  for  Sept.  21,  1916.  OTwo  series  of  reports  on  foreign 
markets  for  musical  instruments  appeared  in  the  Issues  of  .Sept.  16  and  Oct. 
2r,  1016.] 
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FEAFITT  TRADE  DT  BEITISH  COLUIIBIA. 

[Consul  General  O^rge  N.  West,  YancoaTer,  Brlttsb  Columbia,  Canada,  Oct.  14.] 

Practically  all  the  peanuts  consumed  in  British  Columbia  and 
adjoining  territory  are  imported  from  Japan.  While  a  small  quan- 
tity of  Virginia  peanuts  has  been  imported,  none  are  in  stock  at 
present. 

The  duty  on  peanuts  is  covered  by  item  No.  109  of  the  Canadian 
customs  tariff,  which  reads  as  follows:  "109.  Nuts  of  all  kinds, 
n.  o.  p.,  including  shelled  peanuts,  per  pound,  British  preferential 
tariff,  1  cent;  intermediate  tariff,  2  cents ;^6iieral -tariff,  2  cents." 
The  general  tariff  covers  shipments  from  line  "United  States.  Un- 
shelled  peanuts  are  appai'^fatly  dutiable  imdbi'4fhe'6aine  item. 

The  section  quoted  is  artlcndcd  by  the  acSt'of  P^oruary  12,  1915, 
which  provides  for  an  additional  duty  of  5  pW'centpjreferential  tariff 
and  7i  per  cent  intermediate  and  general  taiiffs.'  ' ' 

The  trade  consists  of  confectioners,  retail  stores,  stands,  and 
peanut-butter  manufacturers,  and  is  generally  supplied  by  wholesale 
grocery  houses  or  commission  brokers.  In  some  cases  the  larger  con- 
fectioners and  peanut-butter  manufacturers  purchase  direct. 

Freight  Charge  i  oa  IShl^meats  of  Feanntt. 

The  freight  on. peanuts  from  Japan  to  Vancouver  is  $14.40  per  ton 
of  2,000  pounds;  not  including  50  cents  per  ton  wharfi^  at  Van- 
couver. Shelled  peanuts  take  a  rate  according  to  weight  and  un- 
shelled  according  to  measurement. 

The  price  received  for  unshelled  peanuts  at  present  by  the  com- 
mission brokers  from  wholesalers  and  jobbers  ranges  from  5f  to  7 
cents,  the  grade  of  peanuts  principally  sold  being  6^  cents.  The 
wholesale  or  jobbing  price  is  from  8  to  9 J  cents,  the  grade  principally 
sold  bringing  9  cents. 

Shelled  peanuts  are  sold  by  commission  brokers  to  the  wholesalers 
and  jobbers  and  in  large  quantities  to  retailers  at  8  to  9^  cents,  and 
by  the  wholesalers  and  jobbers  to  the  retailers  at  11  to  13  cents.  Un- 
shelled peanuts  are  sold  in  100-pound  bags  and  shelled  peanuts  in 
50-pound  cases  and  100-pound  bags.  They  are  sold  to  the  trade  green, 
and  none  are  shelled  locally.  Virginia  peanuts,  when  handled  in  this 
market,  usually  bring  about  4  cents  per  pound  more  than  the  Japa- 
nese product.  , 

Japanese  Brokers  in  Strong  Position. 

Japanese  brokers  in  Vancouver,  to  a  certain  extent,  control  this 
trade.  They  have  some  advantage  in  the  fact  that  this  class  of  freight 
is  chiefly  carried  by  Japanese  vessels,  and  the  companies  give  the 
Japanese  brokers  preference  where  there  is  a  lack  of  cargo  space. 
They  carry  large  stocks  in  warehouse  in  this  city  for  supplying  thp 
trade  as  far  east  as  Montreal. 

It  is  believed  that  on  account  of  the  freight  rates  agents  handling 
peanuts  grown  in  the  United  States  can  cover  only  the  Canadian 
territory  of  British  Columbia,  the  Yukon  Territory,  and  Alaska. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  imports  of  peanuts  into  this  city  amount  to 
about  9,000  sacks  annually,  of  which  50  per  cent  is  used  in  this  Prov- 
ince and  the  Yukon  territory. 
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An  American  conunission  bndosr,  who  gives  as  reference  the  Bank 
of  Nova  Scotia,  this  citj,  has  expressed  a  desire  to  obtain  the  agency 
for  the  sale  in  this  distnct  of  peanuts  from  the  United  States. 

[Lists  of  dealers  In  peanuts  at  Vancouver  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  81370.  Among  the  number  Is  the  commission  broker  mentioned  who 
desires  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  i)eanuts  from  the  United  States.  ] 

AMERICAN  GOlirSIIIAB,  OFFICEES  ON  I|L&V£  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  f  ollowinjg'f^b^er^can  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  Stat<^  ari^j^wilj  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  ^he  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  tas  .limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters. phould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


'  tion  of 
,Tfnu«. 


.\ddro$9. 


An)«Tt,Talbot  T 

Clam,  Harold  D 

OamberUn,  OeofgeE. 

I7onald3on,  CbMter. ... 

aamon,  JohnA 

Hanson,  OeorgtC 

ICorgan,  B«niy  H 

Smith,  Jouph  A 

SptJir,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D... 

Watson,  Jrfm  I.  C 

WBlridi,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Ocrmany... 
Calcary,  Alberta,  um- 

ada. 
Oeorgetowa,  Qiflana. . 

Fort  Limon,  Costa 
Bksa. 

Corlnto,  NieaiBgua 

Swatow,  China 

Hamburg,  Ocrmany. . 

Calcntta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Capanhageo,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Uiquekm 
Quebec,  Quebec . . . 
Athens,  Greece 


Dec.  25 
KovvIS 

Dee,  33 

Nov.  25 

Dec.  31 
Dec.  30 
Dec.     1 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  n 


Dec.  2S 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Waslilngtoo,  D.  C. 
8auget:(i«3,  Ukter  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  .I..Chamt>er)in,  Woodstock  Va)> 

ley.  Conn.,'  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Brnce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Olen  Ellyn,  m. 

130  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty.second 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Waakington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/a  District  OlBoe,  Boreau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Oiicago,  ni. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washii«ion,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 


FIBST  CTJBAN  SHIP  THBOUOH  PANAMA  CANAL. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Oct.  25.] 

The  steamship  Jalisco,  flying  the  flag  of  Cuba,  arrived  at  Cristobal 
on  the  morning  of  October  21  on  a  voyage  wliich  begins  the  service 
of  the  New  York  &  Cuban  Mail  Steamship  Co.  between  New  York 
and  Salina  Cruz  by  way  of  Habana,  the  canal,  and  west  coast  of 
Central  America.  The  ship  brought  8  through  passengers  and  24 
who  disembarked  at  Cristobal  and  carried  1,540  tons  of  cargo.  The 
JaUseo  was  the  first  Cuban  ship  to  go  through  the  canal. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BVHEATr  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE, 


DI8TBICT  OVFICBS. 

RKW  lOBK:  Sooa  4M,  Oistomhent. 

BOSTOX:  18*1  Cistomhoue. 

CHICAGO:  601  Federal  Ballding. 

a.  LOUIS:  4M  Third  Hatlonal  Bank  Balldlng. 

ATLiXU:  tSl  Post  OHee  Balldlsg. 

mnr  OBIXANS:  leSO  HlbenU  Bank  Balldlnf. 

BAN  FBANCI8C0:  807  Cmtomkouse. 

BEATIIK:  848  Hcarj  Baildlag. 


COOPSBATITK  OFFICES. 

CUTELAXB:  Chamber  of  Corameree. 
CINONXATI :  Chamber  of  Cemneree. 
CISCIiraATI:  C,  W.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ASfiEI^:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
FHILADELPfllA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOCKIA:  Soitk  Anerlean  Agent.  gonth> 

era  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
BATTOX:  Greater  DaittOB  Assoelatloa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


592 


COMKEBCB  BEPOBTS. 


FOSIIOH  TRADE  OFPOSTUHITIES. 

Renetrad  addresoe*  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnr«an  and  Its  diatrlet  oScmu  Reqnest 
for  racb  opportunity  sbonld  be  on  a  fieparate  itbect  and  mt*t»  •PMrtanttr  naaakeK 
The  Bnrean  does  not  fnmixh  credit  mtinKs  or  asaame  responalblllty  as  to  the  atandlng 
of  forelKD  inqalrers:  tbe  usual  precautions  shonld  be  taikeii  to  all  cases.  Symbds: 
*  Beported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Heported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Acid  calcium  phosphate,  etc 22987 

AKcncy,   general 22979 

Asphalt  shlDKles 22982 

Boots  and  shoes 22981,  22084 

Caustic  soda , 22978 

rhemioals 22075 

(Mnars  and  cignrettcs '  -2081 

Clinical  supplies 22075 

Coffee  mills 22081 

Cutlery 22081 

DyoHtuffs 22978 

fJclatine 22978 

(ienerai  mercbamllse 22979 

(ihie 22978 

IlBlKTdashery 22081 

Hairtwnre 22981,  22985 

Uoslery 22086 

Household  and  kitchen  novelties 22986 

Ijinterns  -, 22981 


Haeblnery 2298S 

MethTl  alcohol • 22977 

Novelties 22981 

OtBce  appliances 22986 

Paper 22978 

PbarmaceuttcBl  pro^oek-^ 2297S 

Fhotogmpbic  aatcrWs 229S3 

Plows,  notoc 22976 

Rosin 22978 

Rubber  gootls.... 22075 

Shoe  pelish.,.^ 22981 

Soda  aah __.__ 22078 

Store  flxtONS 22981 

Tallow— 22978 

Thermometer*,  ellaical 22975 

Thread 22981 

Trunks 22981 

Watches  aad  elockSi. 22981 

Wax 22978,  22980 


22975.*— A  wholesale  druKKist  In  Spnln  Is  desirous  of  Importing  all  classes  of 
pharmaceatlcHl  »n<l  chemical  produets,  clinical  themutiaeters,  rubber  ar- 
ticles and  general  dlnlcal  supplies.  Correspondence  in  Englisli.  Refer- 
ences. 

22976.* — ^A  man  in  Argentina  desires  to  represent  an  American  manafacturer 
of  small  motor  ptows.    Correspondence  la  English. 

22977.t — ^A  firm  In  Switzerland  Is  in  the  market  for  methyl  alcohol. 

22978. t — ^The  representative  of  a  Japanese  firm  is  in  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of'  making  purchases  of  paper,  rosin,  caustic  Sodtt  and  soda  ash, 
glue  and  gelatine,  tallow  for  the  manufacture  of  soap,  wax,  and  dyeatnffs. 

22979.t — A  man  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  firms  In  any  lines 
not  requiring  a  technical  training.    References.    - 

229S0.* — A  wholesale  dealer  in  Spain  is  desirous  of  purchasing'reflned  paraffin 
wax.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

22081.* — A  wholesale  establishment  In  Bast  Africa  wishes  to  receive  catalogues 
on  cheap  grades  of  boots  and  slices,  slioe  polish,  cutlery,  cigars  and  ciga- 
rettes, coffee  mills  (hand),  Iial)erdashery,  lanterns,  novelties,  small  hard- 
ware, store  fixtures,  steel  trunks,  si>ool  ttiread,  and  watches  and  clocks. 

22082.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  asphalt  shingles. 

229S3.t — A  man  In  Mexico  Is  in  the  market  for  machinery  for  making  matdies 
and  toothpicks,  and  photographic  materials  of  all  kinds.     Catalogues  and 
price  lists  are  desired.    Catalogues,  if  possible,  and  correspondence  should 
_  be  In  Spanish. 

22984.* — A  firm  in  Italy  is  in  the  market  for  fine  shoes  for  women  'and  chil- 
dren. Agency  proposals  are  also  desired.  References.  Corre^wndeuce  in 
Italian. 

22985.t — Catalogues  and  price  lists,  etc.,  of  general  hardware  are  desired  by  a 
firm  In  Central  America. 

2208C.* — A  firm  in  Australia  desires  to  be  put  in  communication  with  manu- 
facturers of  Iiousehold  novelties,  ordinary  kitchen  novelties  of  a  labor- 
saving  nature,  and  also  labor-saving  devices  for  olfiees.  The  firm  is  also 
Interested  In  hosiery. 

22987.* — A  firm  in  the  Unite<l  Kingdom  is  in  the  market  for  acid  calcium 
phosphate  and  acid  sodium  phosphate,  substitutes  for  cream  of  tartar  for 
baking.    References. 
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SUSPENSION  OP  BBmSH  PEOHIBITION  ON  HOSIEBT. 

(Cablegram  from  American  Vice  Consul,  London!  Nov.  11.] 

The  Board  of  Trade  anxiounces  that  the  prohibition  of  the  impor- 
tation of  cotton  hosiery  established  October  3, 1916,  is  now  suspended 
until  January  1.  The  importation  6f  cotto^  hosiery  is  permitted 
without  license  until  that  date. 


MODinCATION  OF  AUSTBAUAN  WOOL  EMBABOO. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Sidney,  Nov.  13.] 

The  removal  of  the  Australian  embargo  on  burry  wools  destined  for 
America  is  effective  Xdvember  20. 


DANISH  EHBABOO  ON  CANNED  VEGETABLES. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consulate  General,  Copenhagen,  Nor.  11.] 

Vegetables,  green,  dried,  and  otherwise  prepared,  have  been  placed 
under  export  embargo  in  Denmark. 


JAVA  BANE  PBEDICTS  USE  OP  DOLLAB  EXCHANGE. 

[Office  ot  American  Commercial  Attach^,  The  tiagne,  Netherlands.] 

The  eighty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  Java  Bank  covering  the 
1915-16  fiscal  year  has  been  issued.  It  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
as  a  large  part  of  the  Netherlands  Indies  products  are  being  shipped 
directly  to  America  it  is  more  and  indie  to  oe  expected  that  European 
money  centers,  such  as  London  or  Amsterdam,  will  have  less  to  to 
with  the  financing  of  these  shipments.  This  is  a  prediction  in  favor 
of  dollar  exchange. 

The  report  states  that  after  the  war  the  central  powers  may  be 
expected  to  avail  themselves  of  the  credit  the  Netherlands  will  be 
able. to  place  at  their  disposal. 

The jposition  of  the  Java  Bank  is  excellent,  for  after  certain  writ- 
ings-on  a  dividend  of  16  per  cent  has  been  paid  for  this  fiscal  year. 
•not*-u  593 
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GESHAN  FBODVCnOH  OF  FRUIT. 

[CoDBol  George  Nicolas  Ifft,  Stottgart.  Oct  12:  see  also  CoMMcaca  VatPifKia  tot  Oct 

30.  l»ie.] 

Some  interesting  figures  on  theproduction  of  fruits  in  Germany 
have  recently  been  made  public.  Tnese  figures  are  only  approximate 
and  are  for  an  average  normal  year,  but  they  are  compiled  from 
official  sources  and  are  as  accurate  as  it  is  possible  to  make  such  ap- 
proximation. 

According  to  these  figures  the  average  annual  fruit  crop  of  Ger- 
many is  about  55,725,000  himdredweight,  of  the  average  value  of 
$77,000,000.  The  apple  crop  holds  first  place  with  an  average  prod- 
uct of  $22,000,000,  and  currants  have  second  place  with  a  product 
worth  about  $21,470,000  per  year.  Much  smaller  in  value  are  the  aver- 
age annual  crops  of  pears,  prunes,  mirabelle  plums,  sweet  cherries,  and 
gooseberries;  these  average  from  $4,760,000  to  $7,100,000  each  per 
year.  A  third  group,  which  includes  plums,  greengages,  sour  cher- 
ries, and  strawberries,  range  in  value  from  $715,000  to  $1,666,000 
each.  The  fourth  group  contains  quinces,  peaches,  apricots,  medlars, 
service  berries,  raspberries,  and  table  grapes,  and  the  annual  crops  of 
each  range  between '  $250,000  and  $715,000.  Walnuts,  mulberries, 
blackberries,  and  almonds  fall  below  the  $250,000  mark,  but  still  are 
factors  of  importance  in  the  German  fruit  crop,  as  are  also  many  wild 
berries  of  the  forest,  especially  the  bilberry,  known  in  Germany  as 
the  heidelbeere. 

As  regards  quantity,  apples  hold  the  first  place  with  an  average 
annual  product  of  18,612,000  hundredweight;  currants  come  next 
with  8,272,000 hundredweight;  then  prunes, 7,700,000 hundredweight; 
and  pears,  7,320,000  hundredweight.  Figures  of  bulk  here  drop  sud- 
denly and  next  in  order  come  sweet  cherries  with  2,134,000  hundred- 
weight; gooseberries,  1,848,000  hundredweight;  mirabelle  plums, 
1,248,000;  sour  cherries,  1,144,000;  plums,  1,144,000;  green  gages, 
1,000,000;  walnute,  832,000;  and  strawberries,  675,000  hundredweight 

To  the  home  product  must  be  added  the  import  of  fruits,  in  com- 
parison with  which  the  export  is  trifling.  From  the  standpoint  of 
value  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  m  1912  was  $25,700,000  and 
in  1913  it  was  $31,270,000.  The  annual  German  consumption  of 
fruits  is  thus  between  65,000,000  and  75,000,000  hundredweight,  of 
the  value  of  between  $100,000,000  and  $110,000,000.  This  means 
about  100  pounds  of  fruit  of  all  kinds  per  capita. 


AMERICAN  BANE  IN  VALPABAISO. 

[Consul  Grneral  L.  J.  Eecna,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Oct  4.] 

El  Mercurio  of  Valparaiso,  in  its  morning  edition  of  October 
4,  1916,  announces  the  opening  of  the  Valparaiso  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank  of  New  York  on  October  3, 1916. 

The  cash  capital  of  the  branch  is  stated  as  $1,000,000.  The  man- 
ager is  quoted  as  stating  that  the  bank  will  engage  in  general  banking 
operations,  with  special  attention  to  facilitating  trade  between  Chile 
and  the  United  States.  It  will  also  compile  trade  and  credit  infor- 
matioUj  trade  opportunities,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  its  customers  in 
the  United  States  and  Chile. 
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TEN  MONTHS  OF  AlfEBICAiT  SHIPBTJILDIirG. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reports  968  sailing,  steam, 

fas,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  405,894  gross  tons  built  in  the  United 
tates  and  officially  numbered  during  10  months  of  the  calendar  year 
1916,  as  follows: 


Classes  ol  ships. 

Atlantic  and 
QuU. 

Pacific 

Great  Lakes. 

Western 

rivers. 

Total. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

WOOD. 

Sailing.... 

39 
31 
192 
180 

9,781 
3,035 
5,IB4 
59.717 

e 

12 
154 
73 

3,903 
5,69G 
8,377 
8,287 

45 

52 

459 

308 

13,684 

Steam '..'..'. 

9' 
31 

'    517 

450 

4,161 

10 
87 
24 

607 

1,526 

878 

9.815 

Gas 

15,890 

Unrigged 

73,043 

Total 

432 

78.067 

245 

26,263 

66 

5,137 

121 

2,971 

864 

112,438 

METAL. 
Sailing 

1 

44 

S 

7 

562 

162,115 

3,772 

2,758 

1 
21 
4 

4 

2,320 

64,038 

5,856 

1,003 

2 
76 
13 
13 

2,882 

Steam 

7 

1 

48,103 
213 

4 

3 
2 

£87 

1,500 

24 

274,841 

Gas 

11,341 

Unrigged 

4,390 

■     ■ 

Total 

57 

169^07 

S 

48,316 

30 

73,822 

9 

2,111 

104 

293,456 

General  totals: 

BaiUng 

40 
65 
197 
187 

10,343 

1(15.190 

9,306 

62,475 

6 
19 
155 
73 

3,«^ 

53,799 

8,H» 

8,287 

1 
26 
34 
35 

2,320 

U,'555 

0,316 

5,769 

47 
124 
476 
321 

16,566 

Steam 

14 
90 

26 

1,164 

3,026 

902 

284,668 

Gas 

•  27.237 

Unrigged 

77,433 

Grand  total 

489 

247,274 

253 

74,579 

96 

78,959 

130 

5,082 

903 

405,894 

In  addition  to  the  ships  enumerated,  there  were  built  for  foreigners 
36  wooden  vessels  of  372  gross  tons  and  11  steel  vessels  of  25,418 
gross  tons,  total,  47  vessels  of  25,790  gross  ton. 


COTTOir  EXPOETS. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  November  11, 1916,  at  the  12  principal 
ciistoms  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 


Georgia , 

Hassachusetls.. 

Maryland , 

New  York 

North  C-arolina. 


Bales. 


14,414 
4,869 
11,348 
22,401 
7,fl<U 


Districts. 


Philadelphia... 
SouUi  Carolina. 

Virginia 

Galveston 

Now  Orleans... 


Bales. 


2,683 


4,786 
77.:0» 
27,730 


Districts. 


San  Francisco. 
Washington. . . 


Total. 


Dales. 


8.522 


188,307 


The  exports  of  188,307  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  2,152,597  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  154,093  bales  for  the  week  and  1,520,223  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 

EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CEOP. 

According  to  a  cablegram  received  from  Consul  Arthur  Garrels,  at 
Alexandria,  the  1916-17  cotton  crop  of  Egypt  is  estimated  at 
585,000,000  pounds. 
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CHAHGES  IN  AHEBICAN  BEET-SITOAB  UrDTTSTBT. 

Bussia  now  occupies  the  chief  position  as  the  source  of  sugar-beet 
seeds  for  the  United  States.  Before  the  war  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  these  seeds  came  from  Germany.  A  greatly  increased  total 
of  purchases  is  shown  by  figures  compiled  for  the  nine  months  ended 
September  30,  1916,  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. Eecord-breaking  imports  foreshadow  great  activity  in  the 
sugar-beet  industry  in  this  country. 

For  the  nine  months  mentioned  the  imports  of  seed  reached  a  total 
of  18,600,000  pounds,  which  is  1,000,000  pounds  more  than  were  im- 
ported during  the  complete  calendar  years  1913  and  1914,  and  nearly 
double  those  for  the  full  year  1912. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1914  'Germany  supplied  nearly  9,000,000  pounds 
out  of  a  total  of  10,250,000  pounds,  the  remainder  coming  chiefly 
from  Austria-Hungary,  Russia,  and  Holland.  In  the  fiscal  year 
1916  Russia  supplied  5,881 ,946, pounds  out  of  a  total  of  9,042,490 
pounds.  Imports  of  beet  seed  into  the  United  States  for  the  calendar 
years  1911  to  1916  were  as  follows: 


Years.                   ... 

Pounds. 

Years. 

1911 

11,025,531 
9,S54,894 
17,644,721 

1914.., 

17,557,062 

1912 

1915.'...- ......... 

4,029,022 
18,474,9m 

1913 

1916  (9  months) .— - 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  exports  of  refined  sugar  in  the  first 
nine  months  of  1916  totaled  1,388,650,984  pounds,  or  nearly  50  per 
cent  more  than  during  the  whole  calendar  year  1915,  3J  times  moro 
than  in  1914,  and  26  times  more  than  in  1913. 

TO  SEIECT  MEN  FOE  STUDY  OF  ^KEION  MARKETS. 

Markets  for  American  goods  in  many  countries  are  to  be  studied 
by  men  to  be  selected  as  a  result  of  an  examination  which  is  to  be 
given  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  country  by  the  United  States 
Civil  Service  Commission  on  December  6.  The  persons  chosen  are 
to  act  as  trade  commissioners  and  special  agents  for  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Their  work  is  considered  an  im- 
portant step  in  preparing  the  country  to  retain  and  expand  its  newly 
won  foreign  markets. 

Ten  appointments  are  to  be  made  for  the  following  investigations: 
Motor  vehicles  in  Russia  and  the  Far  East ;  investment  opportunities 
in  Russia;  fancy  groceries  in  South  America;  furniture  in  South 
America;  metal-working  machinery  and  prime  movers  in  Russia; 
metal- working  machinery  and  prime  movers  in  Brazil;  jewelry  and 
silverware  in  South  America ;  hardware  in  Africa,  the  Near  East, 
and  India;  ports  and  transportation  facilities  in  Russia  and  the 
Far  East ;  and  mineral  resources  in  the  Far  East. 

To  Prepare  Beports  for  American  Exporter!. 

The  duties  of  appointees  to  these  positions  will  be  to  obtain  in- 
formation concerning  the  demand  in  foreign  markets  for  the  partic- 
ular commercial  lines  they  are  to  study,  and  to  present  the  data  ob- 
tained in  straightforward,  readable  reports,  whicn  will  enable  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exporters  to  plan  campaigns  for  the  sale  of 
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^oods  in  the  markets  investigated.  Applicants  for  the  South  Amer- 
ican investigations  will  be  expected  to  know  Spanish,  and  extra  credit 
will  be  given  for  Portuguese.  For  work  in  Brazil  Portuguese  is  con- 
sidered especially  desirable.  In  the  investigations  including  Russia, 
French  is  required,  and  an  extra  credit  is  given  for  Russian.  No 
foreign  laiwuage  is- required  for  the  hardware  investigation  in  Africa, 
the  Near  East,  and  India,  or  for  the  investigation  of  mineral  re- 
sources in  the  Far  East.  No  person  will  be  admitted  to  any  of  these 
examinations  who  has  not  had  previous  training  which  would  qual- 
ify him  as  an  expert  in  the  particular  line  to  be  investigated.  This 
means  substantial  and  responsible  experience.  An  oral  test  will  be 
given  at  Washington  or  some  other  city  before  final  appointments 
are  made,  and  only  those  who  pass  successfully  the  written  exami- 
nation on  December  6  will  be  asked  to  present  themselves. 

The  Bureau  will  pay  each  of  these  men  a  salary  not  to  exceed  $10 
a  day,  with  all  transportation  expenses  paid  and  $4  a  day  extra  for 
subsistence.  Persons  who  meet  the  requirements  and  desire  this  ex- 
amination should  at  once  apply  for  Form  375,  stating  the  title  of  the 
examination  for  which  the  form  is  desired,  to  the  United  States  Civil 
Service  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  the  secretary  of  the  United 
States  Civil  Service  Board,  post  office,  Boston,  Mass.,  PhiladelpMa, 
Pa.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Chicago,  111.,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Seattle,  Wash.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  customhouse.  New  Yorkj  N.  Y., 
New  Orleans,  La.,  or  old  customhouse,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Applications 
should  be  properly  executed  and  filed  with  the  commission  at  Wash- 
ington in  time  to  arrange  for  the  examination. 


SOCIETY  ISLAin)S'  HBST  BBEWDBY. 

[Consul  Thomas  B.  L.  liaytoo,  Tahiti.] 

Messrs.  F.  Vemaudon  and  J.  Stergios,  manufacturers  of  ice  and  of 
soft  drinks  in  Papeete,  are  erecting  the  Society  Islands'  first  brewery. 
The  mat«rial  used  in  the  construction  of  the  building  is  largely  Amer- 
ican, and  the  machinery  and  equipment  for  a  modern  plant  of  16 
barrels  (472  gallons)  daily  capacity  are  of  American  manufacture. 
The  ice-making  and  bottling  machinery  already  in  use,  and  of  French 
manufacture,  will  form  part  of  the  new  plant.  The  brewing  machin- 
ery and  equipment  cost  $4,800,  the  building  will  cost  $12,000,  and  the 
present  value  of  the  old  ice  and  bottling  plant  is  estimated  at  $2,000. 

Interested  in  the  enterprise  with  Messrs.  Vernaudon  and  Stergios 
are  Alexander  Stergios  (a  brother  of  J.  Stergios),  a  naturalized 
American  citizen  living  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  A.  C.  Pollner,  of 
Allegheny,  Pa.  The  latter,  a  practical  brewer,  is  here  supervising  the 
erection  of  the  plant  and  will  remain  as  manager. 


Appropriation  for  Chilean  Kavy. 

The  Chilean  Congress  has  recently  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
expenditure  of  1,000,000  pesos  gold  ($365,000)  in  the  repair  of  ves- 
sels of  the  national  navy.  This  law,  signed  by  the  President  and 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  September  23,  states  that  the  re- 
quired sum  will  be  taken  from  the  revenues  made  on  the  commercial 
voyages  of  the  transports. 
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SVBVET  OF  FISHIHO  GFSOVSDS  OH  PACIFZC  COAST. 

A  report  on  the  survejr  of  the  fishing  grounds  on  the  coasts  of 
Washington  and  Oregon  in  1915  has  been  published  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  Systematic  work  by  the  bureau  was 
undertaken  as  the  culmination  of  a  series  of  desultory  fishing  trials 
which  had  been  made  in  that  area  since  1885. 

An  important  investigation  of  the  fishing  grounds  had  been  made 
in  1914.  The  greater  part  of  the  1914  work  was  confined  to  the  region 
between  Heceta  Bank  and  the  Columbia  Eiver,  although  some  time 
was  given  to  the  sections  off  Grays  Harbor  and  Coos  Bay.  That 
investigation  developed  the  existence  of  a  nice  run  of  halibut  during 
a  period  of  at  least  two  months  on  a  bank  having  an  area  of  approxi- 
mately 250  square  miles,  off  Newport,  Oreg.  The  run  attained  its 
maximum  in  August  and  September,  but  fish  were  present  in  June 
and  July.  A  profitable  fishery  probably  could  be  conducted  at  that 
time,  and  at  certain  places  might  possibly  be  engaged  in  as  early  as 
the  latter  part  of  April.  Irrespective  of  the  abundance  of  fish,  how- 
ever, the  weather  conditions  and  lack  of  shelter  will  restrict  fishing 
to  the  period  from  April  to  September.  In  1914  this  run  yielded 
commercial  catches  totaling  over  850,000  pounds  of  halibut  in  21 
trips,  for  which  $23,646  was  received  by  the  fishermen.  Average  trips 
of  40,000  pounds  were  caught  in  four  days  or  less,  the  fish  averaging 
27  poimds  in  weight; 
Oood  or  Favorable  Halibnt.  Bottom  Found. 

In  1915  the  work  of  the  bureau  was  conducted  with  the  special 
object  of  determining  the  correctness  of  rumors  that  had  been  cur- 
rent among  the  fishermen  of  Seattle  for  many  years  that  there  ex- 
isted, 200  or  300  miles  off  the  Washington  coast,  banks  from  which 
large  schools  of  halibut  came  every  spring. 

Along  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf,  in  depths  from  80  or  90  to 
120  fathoms,  good  or  favorable  halibut  bottom  was  found  in  many 
small  patches.     Between  Grays  Harbor  and  Flattery  Bank  these 

Satches  are  more  numerous  than  in  the  region  south  of  the  Columbia 
;iver.  South  of  Tillamook  Bay  there  are  very  few  spots  of  good 
bottom.  These  patches  do  not  hold  the  schools  of  fish  for  any  length 
of  time,  and  the  largest  of  them  can  be  cleared  of  halibut  in  a  rew 
trips  by  the  fishing  fleet. 

In  the  region  under  consideration  the  schools  of  halibut  appear  to 
arrive  at  the  banks  from  a  westerly  or  northwesterly  direction,  and 
this,  taken  into  consideration  with  the  rumors  of  shoal  water  off- 
shore, would  seem  to  indicate  the  possible  presence  of  banks  farther 
out  to  sea  than  any  now  known.  The  discovery  of  Gibson  Bank 
would  seem  to  lend  support  to  such  a  belief.  The  bureau  states 
that  it  is  desirable  that  a  thorough  survey  be  made. 

Black  cod  occur  in  great  numbers  along  the  coast  of  Washington 
and  sliould  support  a  large  fishery  if  a  demand  can  be  created  for 
this  species.  Rock  cod  should  also  be  marketed.  Grayfish  occur  in 
large  numbers  and  might  be  utilized  as  fertilizer.  The  smaller  flat- 
fishes, flounders,  sole,  sand  dab,  etc.,  are  also  foimd  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

Copies  of  the  "  Survey  of  the  Fishing  Grounds  on  the  Coasts  of 
Washington  and  Oregon  in  1915  "  may  be  obtained  at  15  cents  each 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  OfficC) 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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GOOD  Bi^nriTS  OF  TEAOE-JOTTBNAI  DISTBIBUTIOH. 
[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Oct  11.1 

One  of  the  large  New  Zealand  department  stores,  to  which  the 
Auckland  consulate  general  has  been  forwarding  certain  Amecican 
trade  journals,  recently  wrote:  "Please  accept  our  best  thanks  for 
American  trade  journals  which  you  so  kindly  sent  us.  They  are  of 
great  interest  to  us  and  in  many  cases  have  led  to  the  opening  up  of 
new  business  with  American  firms."  In  this  connection  it  might  bo 
well  to  state  that  great  care  is  taken  in  the  distribution  of  these  jour- 
nals, and  that  the  foregoing  letter  is  only  one  of  many  telling  of  the 
^ood  work  these  publications  accomplish.  It  might  be  possible  to 
increase  the  number  handled  through  this  office  if  American  publish- 
ers could"see  their  way  clear  to  supply  them  gratis. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Auckland  Public  Library 
to  place  in  the  reading  room  connected  with  that  institution  16 
American  trade  and  industrial  publications  received  at  this  consulate 
general.  The  librarian  has  had  a  separate  case  prepared  to  hold 
them  and  has  installed  it  in  a  prominent  location.  Upon  accepting 
the  librarian's  invitation  to  inspect  the  case  I  was  informed  that  the 
American  journals  were  well  received,  and  that  the  first  daj'  after  the 
publications  were  placed  inthe  case  all  of  them  had  been  taken  out,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  were  then  in  the  hftnds  of  persons  studying  them. 
Affixed  to  each  publication  on  file  in  the  public  library  is  a  slip  read- 
ing :  "  Late  issues  of  this  journal  may  be  consulted  in  the  rending 
room  connected  with  the  American  consulate  general.  Union  Build- 
ings, Custom  Street  East,  Auckland,  New  Zealand."  This  seems  to 
be  having  a  good  effect,  for  the  trade  papers  on  file  in  the  consulate 
general  are  being  consulted  more  and  more  frequently. 

APPLE  CEOP  m  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  4.) 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  statements  made  by  a  prominent 
fruit  gi'ower  in  this  Province : 

Apples  have  been  a  medium  crop  and  prices  fairly  good.  One  of 
the  greatest  advantages  of  raising  fruit  in  New  Brunswick  is  thought 
to  l^  that  of  the  climate  along  the  Canadian  Atlantic  coast  Prov- 
inces. Apples  raised  in  New  Brunswick  have  a  high  color  and  sin- 
gular beauty  of  appearance.  With  plenty  of  suitable  land  to  be  had 
at  moderate  cost,  cheap  and  rapid  transportation,  and  an  over-seas 
market  close  at  hand,  fruit  growers  have  reason  to  be  encouraged  in 
their  work. 

However,  the  lack  of  proper  transportation  at  a  time  when  the 
fall  varieties  of  apples  should  be  marketed — in  October  and  Novem- 
ber— has  prevented  further  development  of  the  market  for  apples  in 
Europe.  Growers  are  urged  to  give  special  attention  to  the  sale  of 
their  product  in  Western  Canada,  where  purchases  of  apples  are  now 
made  largely  from  the  United  States. 

Consul  W.  E.  Alger,  of  Fernie,  British  Columbia,  reports  that  the 
declared  exports  from  his  district  to  the  United  States  during  Octo- 
ber totaled  $364,636.  He  adds :  "  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  160  tons 
of  potatoes,  valued  at  $3,118,  and  91,000  pounds  of  wheat,  valued  at 
$1,767,  were  among  tiie  Canadian  articles  shipped." 
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THE  PEAjnrt  DTDUSTBT  OF  SOUTH  IHKIA. 

[Consul  Luden  Hemmliiser,  Madras.] 

The  peanut,  or  groundnut  {Arachia  hypogea),  although  grown  in 
places  all  over  India  as  a  garden  and  even  an  occaaonal  field  crop,  is 
produced  on  a  commercial  scale  only  in  the  Madras  and  Bombay 
Presidencies,  in  Burma,  and  in  thaft  part  of  French  India  (Pondi- 
cherry)  that  adjoins  Madras.  Cultivation  in  Bombay  may  be  said 
to  be  confined  to  the  Deccan  and  the  Kamatak,  with  Sholapur  and 
Satara,  lying  just  north  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  as  the  most  im- 
portant districts. 

According  to  the  latest  oflScial  figures  for  the  1915-16  peanut 
crop  the  total  area  in  British  India  is  1,935,000  acres,  as  compared 
with  2,413,000  acres  in  1914^15,  and  the  total  yield  for  1915-16  is 
estimated  at  1,011,000  tons  of  nuts  in  shell,  as  against  947,000  tons 
for  the  preceding  year.  The  area  in  the  Madras  Presidency  is  1,441,- 
000  acres,  and  the  estimated  yield  633,000  tons  of  nuts  in  shell;  in 
the  Bombay  Presidency,  232,000  acres,  with  a  yield  of  275,000  tons; 
and  in  Burma,  262,000  acres,  and  103,000  tons. 
Exports  from  Hadras  Presidency  and  Fondicherrjr. 

Exports  from  ports  in  the  Madras  Presidency  totaled  197,300  tons 
in  1913-14, 115,200  tons  in  1914-15,  and  151,236  tons  in  1915-16,  the 
average  prices  per  himdredweight  of,  112  pounds  at  Madras  in  tiie 
respective  years  being  $2.92,  $1.71,  and  $2.54.  Madras,  with  75,636 
tons  valued  at  $3,586,611,  was  the  principal  port  of  shipment  in 
1915-16;  other  ports  of  importance  in  the  Presidency  were  Cuddalore, 
from  which  the  exports  were  42,923  tons  valued  at  $1,823,315;  Nega- 
patam,  19,805  tons  valued  at  $982,060;  and  Porto  Nova,  12,476  tons 
valued  at  $550,563.  Four-fifths  of  the  total  exports  were  consigned 
to  Marseille,  the  remainder  going  mainly  to  Calcutta,  Burma,  the 
Straits  Settlements,  and  Ceylon.  Practically  all  the  exports  to  Eu- 
rope are  of  hulled  seed. 

In  addition  to  that  exported  from  the  ports  in  the  Presidency,  a 
large  quantity  of  the  product  grown  in  the  Madras  area  is  shipped 
from  the  French  seaport  Pondicherry,  150  miles  south  of  Madras  on 
(he  Coromandel  Coast.  The  industry  in  India  is  said  to  partly  owe 
its  origin  to  this  French  colony,  which  apparently  began  to  cultivate 
the  peanut  on  a  large  commercial  scale  at  the  suggestion  of  soap 
manufacturers  in  Marseille.  As  the  Pondicherry  settlement  is  small 
in  area,  113  miles  in  all,  the  output  of  peanuts  is  not  considerable  in 
comparison  with  the  adjoining  British  Provinces,  part  of  whose 
crops  thus  find  a  ready  market  close  at  hand. 

At  first  Pondicherry  was  practically  the  only  port  in  India  that 
exported  peanuts,  but  now  Madras,  Bombay,  and  the  other  ports 
previously  mentioned  rival  it  in  importance.  Madras  has  lately 
greatly  increased  its  share  of  the  traffic  as  the  result  of  its  improved 
railroad  connections  with  producing  districts  in  the  Deccan,  and  by 
reason  of  tlie  facilities  provided  by  the  Port  Trust  of  Madras  for  the 
storage  and  drying  of  the  product  in  harbor  Avarehouses  and  for 
quick  and  cheap  handling  between  sheds  and  steamers.  Exports 
from  Pondicherry  in  1915-16  amounted  to  42,238  tons — 475,000 
bags  of  166  pounds  of  kernels  and  94,000  bags  of  peanuts  in  the  husk. 
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In  1880,  when  the  export  trade  in  peanuts  was  first  becoming  im- 
portant in  Pondicherry,  the  total  number  of  bags  shipped  was  238,780. 
laqntrtei  from  ITnlted  States — Trade  of  Bombay  and  Banna. 

Thus  far  there  have  been  no  exports  of  peanuts  to  the  United 
States  from  South  India,  but  in  recent  months  several  firms  dealing 
in  oil  seeds  in  the  United  States  have  requested  information  from  the 
consulate  concerning  the  possibility  of  obtaining  some  of  the  pro- 
duce, as  well  as  of  the  oil-seed  cake,  but  the  high  freights  have  been 
an  obstacle. 

Exports  of  peanuts  from  Bombay  to  foreign  countries  in  the  fiscal 
year  1913-14  were  53,700  tons,  with  an  average  price  per  himdred- 
weight  (112  pounds)  of  $3.19 ;  in  1914r-15,  21,000  tons,  at  an  aver- 
age price  of  $2.33  per  hundredweight;  and  in  1915-16,  10,200  tons, 
at  $2.33  per  hundredweight.  The  contraction  in  the  area  cultivated 
in  the  Bombay  Presidency  in  the  past  year  is  attributed  to  the  late 
rains  and  to  the  low  prices  realized  on  the  preceding  crop.  Spani^ 
and  Japanese  seeds  are  reported  to  be  gaining  preference  everywhere 
in  the  Presidency. 

Shipments  from  Burma  in  1913-14  totaled  26,900  tons,  the  average 
price  per  hundredweight  at  Rangoon  being  $2.27;  in  1914-15,  1,900 
tons  were  exported,  the  price  averaging  $2.25.  The  figures  for  the 
Burma  exports  in  1915-1916  are  not  available,  but  the  average  price 
at  Bangoon  for  the  new  crop  is  $1.96.  The  decrease  in  area  in  Burma 
is  attributed  to  an  unsatisfactory  rainfall,  notably  in  Myingyan  and 
Magwe,  but  the  estimated  total  yield  is  greater  tms  year. 

The  Peannt  Crop  In  Kadras. 

The  peanut  crop  is  now  a  profitable  one  in  the  Madras  Presidency, 
but  it  has  gone  through  precarious  times  as  the  result  of  the  use  of 
Hiferior  seed  by  the  cultivators,  the  deterioration  of  the  crop  by  too 
frequent  use  of  the  land  with  consequent  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  the 
attacks  of  fungoid  disease  or  pests,  the  irregularity  in  the  water 
supply,  and  finally,  although  not  the  least  important  from  the  com- 
mercial side,  the  deleterious  methods  in  preparmg  the  kernels  for  the 
market.  The  agricultural  authorities  and  commercial  interests  have 
been  endeavoring  to  effect  improvements,  and  a  good  deal  of  prog- 
ress has  no  douot  been  made  in  some  directions.  As  regards  the 
quality  and  outturn  of  the  crop,  officers  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, after  investigating  various  methods  of  cultivation,  have  pub- 
lished the  results  with  recommendations  for  the  farmers. 

The  Indian  peanut  originally  was  grown  as  an  edible  nut,  but  the 
great  importance  of  the  crop  in  South  India  now  is  due  entirely  to 
the  growth  of  the  seed-crushing  industry  both  locally  and  abroad, 
and  all  efforts  to  improve  the  stock  are  with  the  view  of  increasing 
its  oil-yielding  property.  The  peanut  now  chiefly  grown  in  the 
Presidency  is  known  as  the  "  Mauritius  "  variety. 
Percentage  of  Oil  from  Certain  Peannts. 

A  United  States  consular  report,  published  in  April,  1894,  gave 
the  percentage  of  the  oil  in  the  several  varieties  of  peanuts  grown 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  as  follows :  Senegal,  51 ;  East  Airica, 
49 ;  America,  42 ;  and  Madras,  43.  In  1914  a  report  published  by  the 
Madras  Department  of  Agriculture  stated  that  the  so-called  Mauri- 
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tius  nut,  grown  as  a  rain- fed  crop  on  the  Government  farm  at  Palur, 
Madras  Presidency,  yielded  49.84  per  cent  of  oil  of  good  quality, 
and  tliat  with  ordinary  careful  cultivation  this  standard  could  gen- 
erally be  maintained  wherever  local  conditions  were  suitable  for 
peanut  growing.  Local  Mauritius  is  especially  favored  because  of 
the  high  percentage  of  kernel  it  possesses.  The  department,  how- 
ever, is  experimenting  with  13  diflferent  varieties  and  some  of  them, 
especially  a  Barbados  variety  and  a  West  African,  are  said  to  be 
promising.  For  over  a  period  of  three  years  the  West  African  nut 
on  unirrigated  land  has  given  an  average  yield  of  505  poimds  of  oU 
per  acre,  but  on  irrigated  land  the  Mauritius  variety  is  still  ahead 
with  an  average  of  950  pounds,  West  African  coming  third  with  877 
pounds.  In  case  of  need,  or  if  the  authorities  consider  that  im- 
provements will  be  effected  thereby,  the  seed  found  to  be  the  most 
suitable  will  be  distributed  to  the  farmers.  Meanwhile  the  farmers 
are  being  assisted  generally  with  advice  and  supervision  of  methods 
upon  request. 
Kethods  of  CnltiTation. 

The  Mauritius  variety  of  peanut  grown  in  Madras  takes  from  five 
to  six  months  to  come  to  maturity.  The  best  soil  is  said  to  be  ash 
colored,  absorptive,  and  fairly  .retentive  of  moisture.  The  nut,  how- 
ever, is  most  generally  grown  pn  the  more  prevalent  red  sandy  loams, 
but  the  opinion  prevails  that  the  darker  the  soil  the  darker  the  nut 
and  the  less  desirable  for  seed  purposes.  In  India,  it  is  stated, 
experience  has  shown  that  a  light  colored  soil  gives  a  light  colored 
pod  and  thus  improves  the  selling  value  as  an  article  of  food,  al- 
though equally  sound  and  well  flavored  nuts  may  be  produced  on 
other  soils.  Salt  soils  are  unsuited,  although  stony  soils  rich  in 
sand,  if  well  manured,  may  yield  a  highly  profitable  return,  while 
clayey  soils  are  quite  unsuited.  In  South  Arcot  the  peanut  dis- 
placed indigo,  as  it  was  more  profitable.  In  the  majority  of  cases  in 
South  Arcot  the  crop  is  sown  in  a  standing  crop  of  cumbu,  ragi, 
or  other  cereal,  when  the  latter  is  being  hand  hoed.  In  places  where 
the  crop  has  been  recently  introduced  and  plenty  of  good  manure 
is  available,  it  is  cultivated  year  after  year  on  the  same  land  or 
only  with  an  intervening  crop  at  interpils  of  four  or  five  years,  while 
in  some  villages  of  the  Shiyali  taluk  district)  it  is  cultivated  without 
intermission.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Panruti  the  crop  is  changed 
once  in  four  or  five  years.  The  most  popular  rotation  of  the  peanut 
crop  is  with  the  cereal  "  varagu." 

Seasons  Vary  with  the  District. 

Seasons  of  sowing  and  reaping  of  the  crop  vary  with  the  district 
and  depend  on  whether  it  is  grown  on  dry  or  irrigated  lands. 
Some  districts  get  li^ht  rains  during  the  southwest  monsoon,  but  ex- 
pect their  season  rain  in  October-December  during  the  northeast 
monsoon.  Here  sowing  is  done  in  the  end  of  July  or  beginning  of 
August.  In  other  districts  showers  are  experienced  in  April  and 
May,  while  the  season's  rain  occurs  with  the  southwest  mon.soon  from 
June  to  September.  In  this  case  sowing  is  done  as  soon  as  a  sowing 
rain  falls  in  April  or  May.  Farmers  therefore  iKust  decide  for  them- 
selves whether  the  rainfall  is  suitable  and  if  so  what  is  the  best 
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time  for  sowing.  During  the  first  two  or  three  months  of  the  crop's 
growth  very  little  moisture  is  required;  the  plant  can  withstand 
considerable  drought  imtil  it  starts  to  flower  and  form  its  nuts. 
Peanuts  as  a  dry  irrigated  crop  are  now  extensively  grown  in  the 
South  Arcot  district  during  the  hot  weather  months,  and  cultivation 
on  irrigated  lands  appears  to  be  extending  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
districts.  The  principal  market  season  in  Madras  is  from  January 
to  March. 
Demand  for  Cheap  Shellintr  Kaohlnes — Decorticatintr  lEethods. 

On  behalf  of  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  and  imple- 
ments suitable  for  peanut  planting  the  consulate  made  inquiry  of  the 
Madras  Department  of  Agriculture  regarding  the  opportunity  for 
the  introduction  of  these  implements,  but  was  informed  that  in  this 
country  of  cheap  labor  and  small  holdings  there  was  no  great  pros- 
pect of  the  use  of  mechanical  planters  to  any  great  extent.  The  Di- 
rector stated  however,  that  the  chief  mechanical  requirement  of  the 
Department  in  connection  with  the  peanut  crop  is  a  good  and  cheap 
sheUing  machine.  He  would  always  be  glad,  he  said,  to  receive  in- 
formation from  the  consulate  as  to  any  machines  that  had  proved 
successful  in  America.  American  maaufacturers  interested  should 
address  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  Madras,  India. 

[A  list  of  the  firms,  etc.,  in  South  Jndia  that  would  likely  be  interested  in 
peanut-sheUing  machines  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  79607.] 

In  its  efforts  to  improve  the  methods  of  decortication  the  Madras 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  receiving  the  active  cooperation  of 
European  commercial  firms,  importers  of  the  Madras  nuts,  who  are 
naturally  desirous  for  a  reputation  for  excellence  in  foreign  markets. 

The  chief  faults  from  which  the  crop  has  especially  suffered  are 
the  Celling  of  the  nuts  by  beating  the  pods  with  a  stick  in  prepa- 
ration for  which  process  they  are  usually  wetted  with  water,  and 
adulteration  by  the  middlemen.  The  authorities  are  convinced  that 
machine  decortication  would  not  only  produce  cleaner  and  purer  ker- 
nels but  would  lessen  the  possibility  of  adulteration.  A  few  oil- 
driven  engines  for  decortication  have  already  been  introduced  in 
various  districts,  but,  as  a  rule,  these  are  used  only  by  well-to-do 
planters — ^the  greatest  opening  for  trade  is  in  a  small  and  cheap 
machine  of  a  satisfactory  type.  About  75  per  cent  of  the  crops  at 
present  is  treated  by  the  wet  process,  the  remainder  being  decorti- 
cated in  the  dry  state  by  machinery. 
Kernels  Obtained  by  Wet  Process  of  Less  Co'mmercial  Valne. 

As  evidence  of  the  superior  commercial  value  of  the  latter  the 
head  of  a  large  local  firm  stated  that  he  had  paid  as  much  as  $12  per 
candy  (529  pounds)  for  clean,  sweet,  wholesome  kernels  decorticated 
by  machinery,  when  he  could  get  kernels  decorticated  by  the  wet 
process  by  hand  labor  for  $10.06. 

In  illustrating  the  advantage  of  the  machinery  system,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  a  recent  address  before 
an  agricultural  conference  at  Coimbatore,  said  that  the  average  an- 
nual value  of  the  exports  from  this  Presidency  over  the  four  years 
ending  with  1916  was  nearly  $12,977,000,  of  which  about  three- fourths 


Digitized  by 


Google 


604  OOMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 

represented  the  value  of  kernels  decorticated  by  the  wet'  process. 
Had  these  been  decorticated  by  machinery  the  extra  return  to  the  na- 
tive farmers,  according  to  his  statement,  would  have -been  about 
$1,946,600,  or  $7,786,400  for  the  four  yeare,  the  greater  part  of  which 
would  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the  cultivators.  In  the  wet  proc- 
ess, he  said,  the  kernels  get  damp,  and  long  before  they  reach  the 
crushing  mills  some  are  discolored,  and  the  quality  of  the  oil  is  some- 
times impaired. 
The  Peanut-Oil  Indastry. 

Although,  as  previously  stated,  the  Madras  crop  owes  its  chief 
commercial  value  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  it  is  bought  for  the 
French  market,  yet  a  good  portion  of  the  seeds  are  used  m  express- 
ing oil  in  the  local  native  mills.  This  industry,  which  appears  to  be 
increasing,  is  being  encouraged  by  the  authorities  with  a  view  to  ac- 
customing the  people  of  the  country  to  put  their  raw  material  through 
as  many  processes  of  manufacture  themselves  as  they  have  facilities 
for.  The  bulk  of  the  Indian  manufacture  of  peanut  oil  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  owners  of  ordinary  native  pestle-and-mortar  pattern  ro- 
tary mills.  At  Valavapur  there  are  said  to  be  70  such  mills,  at  Pan- 
ruti  200  mills,  and  at  Pondicherry  there  were  formerly  200  mills. 

Mills  of  Europeap  pattern  were  tried  at  Pondicherry  and  at  Cud- 
dalore,  but  it  was  found  they  .could  not  compete  successfully  with  the 
native  mills.  It  is  paid  that  the  oil  expressed  in  the  first  pressing  by 
the  European  mills  was  good,  but  that  that  obtained  from  the  second 
pressing  was  dark,  and  consequently  rejected  in  the  European  mar- 
kets. The  cake  being  dry,  wanting  in  oil,  and  powdery,  was  also  re- 
jected. So  economically  are  the  oil  mills  worked  in  Marseille  that 
peanut  oil  is  cheaper  in  France  than  it  is  in  South  Arcot,  a  standard 
price  in  Marseille  prior  to  the  war  being  45  francs  ($8.69)  per  100  kilos 
(220  pounds) ,  that  is,  $22.71  per  French  candy  of  529  pounds,  whereas 
in  Pondicherry  it  was  $25.95  per  French  candy.  It  is  commonly  es- 
timated that  1  hundredweight  of  dry  kemals  will  yield  about  5  gal- 
lons of  oil.  The  seed  produced  on  unirrigated  land  is  more  oily 
than  that  raised  on  irrigated  land. 

Exports  from  Madras — ^ITses  of  Peanut  Oil. 

In  1915-16  shipments  of  peanut  oil  from  Madras  ports  were  262,641 
gallons  valued  at  $135,613.  One  of  the  chief  markets  for  the 
South  Indian  peanut  oil  is  Burma.  Last  year  a  considerable  quan- 
tity went  to  Italy.  Exports  of  oil  to  Calcutta  have  fallen  off,  as  a 
result  of  the  opening  of  oil  mills  there,  but  the  traffic  in  the  nuts  has 
correspondingly  increased.  Locally  the  oil  is  extensively  used  in  cook- 
ery. As  an  illuminant  it  is  now  recognized  as  having  but  a  feeble 
power.  It  is  sometimes  employed  for  adulteration  of  gingeli  (ses- 
ame) oil  and  coconut  oil.  The  oil  is  also  used  in  tanning  leather. 
At  Panruti  and  near  Pondicherry,  as  also  in  Europe,  it  is  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  a  red  dye  from  the  Morinda  citrifolia.  The 
oil  cake,  the  residue  of  the  seeds  after  pressing,  is  largely  used  by 
native  farmers  as  a  cattle  food  and  as  a  manure  for  paddy,  sugar 
cane,  and  plantains.  In  France,  where  the  oil-pressing  industry  is 
highly  developed,  the  oil  is  used  as  a  salad  oil,  for  cooking  purposes, 
in  canning  sardines,  in  the  preparation  of  margarine,  and  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  white  soap. 
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SUBVEHTIOH  FOB  FACEDIO  TLAXTB  Ut  COLOMBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Claude  B.  Guyant,  BarranquUIa.l 

The  (Colombian  Congress  passed  a  law  on  September  15,  1916, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  a  subvention  to  packing  houses  that 
may  be  established  on  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  coast  of  Colombia. 
The  subvention  is  offered  in  the  form  of  interest  at  4  per  cent  annu- 
ally on  the  capital  invested  in  buildings  and  machinery,  to  be  paid 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  this  interest  being  guaranteed  by  the 
Government  up  to  the  amount  of  $500,000.  Packers  must  furnish 
the  Government  complete  plans  of  their  plants,  including  costs,  to 
be  used  as  a  basis  in  the  calculation  of  the  subvention.  The  interest 
wiU  be  computed  from  the  date  on  which  the  packing  houses  begin 
operations,  this  date  to  be  within  four  years  of  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law. 

In  addition  to  the  pa3'ment  of  a  subvention  to  packers,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  establish  bacteriological  laboratories  on  the  coast  and  in 
the  interior  cattle-raising  districts  of  Colombia  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  study  of  the  regional  diseases  of  cattle  and  of  preparing 
vaccines,  serums,  and  other  remedies.    The  results  of  the  laboratory 
investigations  will  be  published  in  bulletins  which  will  be  distrib- 
uted to  cattle  raisers  and  packers.    The  remedies  prepared  by  the 
laboratories  will  be  sold  at  cost.    Fot  the  maintenance  of  the  labo- 
ratories, packers  will  pay  a  tax  of  $1  per  head  on  all  cows  and 
heifers  slaughtered  during  the  first  five  years  of  the  operation  of 
their  plants.    The  annual  budgets  of  Colombia  for  1917  and  suc- 
ceeding years  will  contain  appropriations  up  to  $30,000  for  the 
pacWng-iiouse  subvention.    There  are  no  pacldng  houses  now  in 
Colombia,  and  this  law  is  the  second  passed  within  a  year  to  stimu- 
late the  cattle  industry,  which,  it  is  believed,  offers  a  field  for  great 
development.    An   American    packing   company    investigated    the 
field  last  year,  but  decided  that  at  present  the  annual  surplus  of 
cattle  over  domestic  needs  would  not  warrant  the  construction  of  a 
large  plant. 

[Exemptions  from  Import  and  export  duties  were  promised  to  packing  houses 
in  a  Colombian  law  noted  in  Commebce  Repobts  for  Apr.  6,  1916.] 


Market  for  Oar  Wood  and  Bed-Onm  Lumber. 

Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  of  Barcelona,  transmits  the 
names  of  two  Spanish  inquirers  who  are  seeking  supplies  of  wood, 
the  one  desiring  wood  for  making  oars,  the  other  wishing  to  pur- 
chase red-gum  lumber.  Their  addresses  may  be  had  upon  applica' 
tion  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  80995. 


House  Flag  and  Funnel  Marks  Begistered. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28 j  1908,  of  a  house  flag 
and  tunnel  marks  of  the  following  characteristics  by  W.  K.  Grace  & 
Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. :  House  flag,  a  red  field  with  a  white  dia- 
mond in  center  with  the  name  "  Grace  "  in  blue  letters  thereon ;  fun- 
nel marks,  top  black,  bottom  green,  with  white  band  near  top. 
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OSSTACLES  TO  DIRECT  DEAUHaS  WITH  CUUNESE. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  In  charge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Sept  15.1 

An  American  commercial  traveler,  who  for  three  years  has  repre- 
sented in  China  an  important  watch-manufacturing  company  and  its 
subsidiaries,  has  been  acting  under  instructions  to  deal  as  far  as  pos- 
sible direct  with  Chinese  retail  merchants,  but  is  pessimistic  regard- 
ing the  prospects  of  such  direct  trade.  Prior  to  coming  to  China  he 
had  an  experience  of  some  years  in  commercial  life  in  the  Philippines, 
and  he  seemed  to  be  in  a  position  to  speak  with  some  authority  on 
the  subject. 

He  emphasizes  as  obstacles  several  facts — the  desire  of  Chinese  mer- 
chants to  select  from  stock  rather  than  to  buy  from  catalogue  or  sam- 
ple, the  readiness  of  customers  to  refuse  shipments  on  trivial  excuses 
if  the  market  has  turned  against  them  in  the  interval,  and  the  diffi- 
culty in  enforcing  payment  against  Chinese  customers.  He  admits 
that  the  tendency  is  toward  such  direct  dealings,  but  does  not  believe 
they  are  to  be  encouraged  in  the  immediate  future. 

Criticism  Deserving  of  Consideration. 

In  weighing  the  value  of  this  criticism  some  account  must  of 
course  be  taken  both  of  the  possibility  tliat  this  particular  agent  did 
not  meet  Chinese  conditions  effectively,  and  of  the  fact  that  while  the 
demand  for  his  line  is  undoubtedly  increasing  among  all  classes  of 
Chinese  at  all  able  to  afford  such  luxuries,  it  can  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  be  extremely  extensive  in  this  country.  When  all  due  weight 
has  been  given  to  these  considerations,  however,  probably  force 
(■nough  still  remains  in  what  he  says  to  make  it  worth  while  to  call 
his  representations  to  the  attention  of  those  who  perhaps  may  be  in- 
clined to  adopt  with  a  little  too  much  zeal  the  suggestions  that  have 
been  published  recently  regarding  the  necessity  of  foreign  merchants 
and  the  representatives  of  foreign  manufacturers  in  China  getting 
closer  to  tneir  customers,  and  learning  to  do  without  the  time- 
honored  assistance  of  the  comprador. 

Men  Should  be  Trained  on  the  Oronnd. 

It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  a  tendency  to  this  end  is  to  be  ob- 
served, and  that,  in  the  severe  competition  among  the  foreign  im- 
porters of  various  nationalities  in  China  during  the  past  10  years, 
those  who  have  taken  account  of  this  tendency — particularly  the  Ger- 
mans, and  more  recently  the  Japanese — have  made  the  greatest  prog- 
ress. It  is  not  wise,  however,  to  attempt  to  go  too  rapidly,  especially 
until  better  provision  has  been  made  for  the  training  of  representa- 
tives of  American  concerns  on  the  ground.  With  the  unfamiliar 
business  methods  of  the  Chinese,  the  comparatively  limited  market 
for  any  one  of  most  lines  with  the  exception  of  the  great  staple  im- 
ports, and  the  extreme  complexities  of  exchange,  the  comprador 
still  has  a  legitimate  place,  and  at  present  study  and  preparation  are 
probably  more  necessary  than  attempts  to  displace  him. 

[An  orticlo  on  the  Chinese  middleman  and  trade  In  China  was  published  in 
OoMMEBCE  Rkports  for  May  3,  1916.  British  and  German  trade  methods  in 
Clilna  were  described  in  the  Issue  of  Feb.  7, 1916.] 
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AUEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  OFITCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

PflGt. 

Ezplia- 
tlonof 
venue. 

Address. 

AHjert,  Taflxit  J 

Hanover,  Germany. . . 
Cateary,  Alberta,  Can- 

Oeorgetown,  Guiana. . 

Fort  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Corlnto,  Nicaragua 

Bwatow,  Cliina 

Hamburg,  Germany.. 

Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon . . . 
Quebec,  Quebec...... 

Athens,  Greece 

Dec.  25 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Dec.  31 
Dec.  30 
Dee;    1 

Jan.   )5 

Dec.-l' 
Dec.  11 

Dee;  a 
Dec.'  '3b' 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Saugtjrtles,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstocic  Val- 

1^,  Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue.  Yonkers.  N.  Y. 

Chun;  Harold  D 

Cbantberlin,  Qeorge  E 

'Donn1d5K>ii,  ClMwtw. 

Glen  EUyn,  lU. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Kniclcer)>ocker  Hotel.  Forty^socond 
Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ifoi^ean,' HeniT  H 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Wlnslbw,  Edward  !> 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

C/o  District  OlBce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  ni. 

223«  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Derortment  of  State,  Wastiington,  D.  C. 

Wlllrich,  Qebhard 

WeddoU,  Alejmnder  W 

OEOCEBIES  FOB  FAB  EAST  SHOULD  BE  TINNED. 

[Consnl  A.  A.  WUUamson,  Dalren,  Manchotra,  Oct.  4.1 

As  regards  the  Darien  trade  in  foreign  groceries,  the  determining 
factor  in  placing  an  order  is  very  frequently  the  style  of  package 
used  by  the  manufacturer.  "Are  the  goods  tinned  ? "  is  the  first 
question  asked.  The  reason  is  that  commodities  packed  in  tins  re- 
main fresh  until  used,  and  a  stock  of  goods  may  be  laid  in  without 
fear  of  spoiling  from  mold,  etc.  Almost  all  of  the  crackers  (called 
"biscuits")  on  sale  in  the  Darien  district  are  English,  and  they 
come  in  tins.    Candies  also  are  packed  in  special  tin  packages. 

The  tinning  of  provisions  is  a  point  insisted  on  by  older  foreign 
residents  in  the  East,  and  the  longer  the  residence  the  greater  the 
insistence. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAIF  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DISTBICr  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBK :  Boom  109,  Caslomhoase. 

BOSTON:  1801  CBitomhoise. 

CHIUOO:  501  Federal  Baildlag. 

ST.  LOUIS:  lOS  Third  NaUonal  Bank  Balldlng. 

iTLlVTl:  SSI  Poet  Office  Bniidlng. 

KEW  OBLEUiS:  1020  Hlbemla  Bank  Bnlldlng. 

BAN  FBiSCISCO:  807  Costemhonse. 

6Eirri/E :  848  HcBry  Ballding. 


COOPEBATIVE  OFFICES. 

CliETELAXD:  Chamlwr  of  Commerce. 
CISCINKiTI:  Chamber  of  Otmmeree. 
cracnraiTi:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  p.  By.  Co. 
LOS  iNOELES:  ChtmlieT  of  Commerce. 
PBIUlDELPHU:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHiTTlNOOGA:  Sooth  American  Agent,  Sonth- 

em  By,  Co. 
rOBTlAKD,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON :  Greater  Dayton  Asaoelatlon. 
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FOBEIGH  TBADE  OFFOETUlilTIUS. 

Reserved  addresses  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  district  •flicea.  Beiipest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportanlty  nnaikeT. 

'  The  Bar«an  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  stnisdlnj 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  SyiAbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Machinery,  dish  washing 2299T 

Machinery,  fruit  peeling,  etc 22MS 

Machinery,  glne  manatactnre 22905 

Machinery,  spinning  and  weaving 229M 

Paper . 22999 

Petrolenm 22992 

Photograph   frames 2299S 

Hoofing  slate 22998 

Textiles 22999 

Tobacco,  leaf 22994 

Tools 23OO0 

Vacuum   cleaners ■_ 23997 

Watches 22994 


Agency,   general 22900 

Asphalt 22092 

Blankets,    cotton 22990 

Camphor 22991 

Dry  goods 22988 

Fruits 22909 

Ueneral  merchandise 22089 

Hardware 23000 

Household   appliances 22997 

Knife  sharpeners 22097 

Lanti-ros 22994 

Leather j. , 22099 

Machinery,  butter  making 22096 

Machinery,  coffee 2299S 

22988.* — A  firm  in  Venezuela  desires  to  represent  an  American  export  jobber 
dealing  exclusivel}'  In  dry  goods.  A  flrni  already  engaged  la  South  Ameri- 
can trade  preferred.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

22989. t — A  Spanish  firm  with  headquarters  in  Spain  and  coimectlons  In  France 
and  Italy  contemplates  establishing  a  purchasing  agency  in  New  York  City 
for  general  merchiihdlse.  The  representation  of  additiooal  American  firms 
in  Spain  is  desired.    Uoferences.    Correspondence  in  KngUsb. 

22990.* — An  established  firm  In  South  Africa  wishes  to  enter  into  coinuierclal 
relations  with  two  or  three  American  mapufacturers  producing  standard 
articles  suitable  for  the  South  African  trade.  Exclusive  agencies  for  two 
or  three  well-known  tind  prattical  lines  rather  than  miscellaneous  agencies 
are  desired. 

22991.t — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  is  in  the  market  for  synthetic  camphor. 

22992.{ — A  company  In  Chile  is  In  the  market  for  crude  petroleum  In  woo^ 
barrels,  and  asphalt  amounting  to  about  35  tons  per  month.  Correspondence 
In  Spanish. 

22993.* — A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  purchase  nickel  or  nidtel- 
plnted  photograph  frames  of  small  and  medium  sizes.  The  cheaper  grades 
preferred.  Samples  and  delivered  quotations  should  be  sent.  Gross  lota 
desired  as  an  initial  order.  All  samples  will  be  paid  for  or  returned. 
Ueferences. 

22994.* — A  firm  In  West  Africa  desires  catalogues,  with  prices,  etc.,  In  English 
or  French,  of  lanterns,  cheap  watches,  and  leaf  tobacco. 

22995.1 — A  firm  In  Bolivia  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  of  machinery  for  shelling 
and  giinding  coffee,  making  butter,  seeding  fruits  (peaches,  etc.),  peeling 
fruits,  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  glue  for  use  In  cablnetm.HkiDg 
and  carpenter  shops.  Catalogues,  if  possible,  and  correspondence,  in 
Spanish. 

22996. t — A  construction  engineer  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  spinning  and  weaving  machinery.    Reference. 

22997.* — An  American  in  New  Zealand  desires  to  get  into  communication  witli 

American  manufacturers  of  labor-saving  devices,  machines,  implements,  etc., 

■   for  liousehold  use,  such  as  automatic  dIsh-washIng  machines,  contrlvanas  for 

cleaning  and  shari>enlng  table  knives,  medium-priced  vacuum  cleaners,  and 

similar  articles. 

22998.* — A  firm  in  Canada  wishes  to  get  In  touch  with  dealers  in  roofing  slatft 

22999.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Argentina  desires  to  represent  American 
exporters  of  dried,  fresh,  and  canned  fruits;  cotton. blankets,  and  textiles  In 
general ;  paper  of  all  kinds.  Including  wall  paper ;  and  leather.  Corre- 
siwndence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

23000. *^A  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  tools 
and  shelf  and  builders'  hardware.    Correspondence  in  Spanish.    Reference. 

VASBiNQTON :  ooTaiNmsx  PBiKTtira  orrici :  iR* 
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VEU^XATIOK  OF  FSEITCH  EUBASGH)  BECBEi:. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Paris,  Nov.  13^.] 

An  order  of  November  11  abrogates  the  prohibition  of  exportation 
of  carbon  tetrachloride.  [Carbon  tetrachloride  was  included  among 
articles  placed  mider  embargo  by  a  decree  of  Oct.  26,  published  in 

COHMEBCE  REPORTsfor  Oct.  30.] 


INSPECTIOH  OF  PHIUFFINE  HEMP. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of  a 
cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
dated  November  13,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  October 
Philippine  government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  86,255 
bales  abaca  and  8,339  bales  maguey,  as  follows :  Abaca — A,  428 ;  B,  811 
C,  1,748;  D,  2,058;  E,  5,256;  SI,  674;  S2,  1,627;  S3,  828;  F,  9,912 
G,  2,698;  H,  1,608;  I,  9,198;  J,  15,304;  K,  5,721;  L,  14,696;  M,  4,020 
DL,  5,669 ;  DM,  1,927 ;  strings,  etc.,  2,072.    Maguey— 1,  609 ;  2, 4,684 
3,  2,659 ;  D,  387.  

SWISS  AXTTHOBITIES  SELL  FOOD  AT  BEDTTCED  PSICES. 

[Consnl  Walter  H.  Scbuiz,  Berne,  Oct.  20.] 

On  account  of  the  constantly  increasing  cost  of  living  the  municipal 
authorities  of  Berne  are  making  arrangements  to  supply,  for  the 
coming  winter,  at  reduced  prices,  food  products  (especially  potatoes) 
to  all  families  with  incomes  less  than  3,000  francs  ($579)  per  annum. 
Families  already  receiving  gratuitously  food  supplies  from  the  city 
■will  be  excluded  from  these  privileges. 

Potato  prices  for  the  week  ending  October  21,  1916,  were  fixed  at 
0.80  franc  per  5  liters,  equivalent  to  15.4  cents  for  8  pounds  or 
1.75  cents  a  pound.  The  sale  of  potatoes  at  this  price,  which  is  below 
the  market  rate,  is  made  under  the  control  of  the  police  and  at  stated 
hours  "and  places  only.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Swiss  potato 
^op  and  the  absence  of  foreign  offers  potatoes  are  now  obtainable  at 
Berne  but  twice  a  week  and  then  in  5-liter  lots  only. 
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JAPANESE  BAIIXS  BEGIN  OVEBSEAS  OFEBATIOHS. 

[Consul  General  Oe«rge  H.  Sctdmore,  Yokohama,  Sept.  25.] 

Some  of  the  leading  banks^of  Japan  have  b^un  overseas  opera- 
tions. Among  these,  says  the  Japan  Mail,  the  Sumitomo  Bank  has 
not  only  opened  exchange  transactions  as  agent  for  the  International 
Banking  Corporation,  but  has  established  branches  at  San  Francisco 
and  Hawaii.  In  China,  too,  the  bank  will  shortly  open  branches 
along  the  Yangtse  to  conduct  exchange  transactions  in  silver. 

The  newspaper  also  states  that  the  Thirty-fourth  Bank  of  Osaka 
has  begun  exchange  transactions  as  agent  for  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation.  The  Yamaguchi  and  the  Kashima 
banks  aro'  contemplating  exchaijge  business.  The  Mitsubishi  Co.'s 
banking  department  has  already  established  a  branch  office  in  London 
as  a  step  to  the  opening  of  exchange  between  Lcmdon  and  this  coun- 
try. It  is  a  settled  arrangement  that  the  Mitsui  Bank  will  open  a 
banking  house  in  Shanghai  to  handle  exchanges  in  silver.  This  bank 
also  contemplates  the  opening  of  branches  in  America  and  Europe, 
where  already  investigations  are  being  carried  out  by  its  agents. 

Yokohama  Specie  Bank's. Semiananal  Eeport.  .   , 

The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  (Ltd.),  in  its  report  for  the  half  vear 
ended  June  30,  1916,  announces  the  gross  profits  of '  the  bans  as 
24,761,466  yen  ($12,343,590),  which  includes  1,336,716  yen  ($666,353) 
brought  forward  from  the  last  accoimt.  From  this  sum  21,124,009 
yen  ($10,530,318)  has  been  deducted  for  interest,  taxes,  current  ex- 
penses, etc.,  leaving  a  balance  of  3,637,456  yen  ($1,813,271)  for  ap- 
propriation. 

ITie  addition  to  the  reserve  fund  amounts  to  400,000  yen 
($199,400),  thereby  increasing  that  fund  to  20,800,000  yen  ($10,- 
368,800),  and  a  declared  dividend  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  an- 
num will  absorb  1,800,000  yen  ($897,300).  The  balance,  1,437,455 
yen  ($716,571),  will  be  carried  forward  to  the  next  account. 

The  capital  of  the  bank  is  now  48,000,000  yen  ($23,928,000),  of 
which  30,000,000  yen  ($14,955,000)  is  paid  up. 

[An  article  on  Japan's  Increased  gold  holdings  was  published  in  Commebcx 
Reports  for  May  19,  1916.] 


OOVEBNMENT  PUBLICATIONS  POB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  or  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  Xovember  11 : 

ilarketi  for  American  Hardware  in  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay  (For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  Bureau,  Miscellaneous  Series  43).— A  complete 
Index  to  tlie  requirements  of  American  manufacturers  who  seek  the  extension  of 
their  hardware  trade  to  the  territory  described.    Price,  10  cents. 

Saccharimetrie  Normal  Weight  and  Specific  Rotation  of  DeMroae  (Standards 
Bureau  Scientific  Paper  293). — Data  obtained  from  studies  of  dextrose,  impor- 
tant because  of  its  wide  distribution  and  nature  and  its  commercial  utility. 
Price,  10  cents. 

lAguid-Meoiuring  Pumps  (Standards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  81);— Out- 
lines the  principal  points  of  Interest  to  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures 
relative  to  the  design,  construction,  inspection,  testing,  and  supervision  tit  meas- 
uring pumps.    Price,  15  cents. 
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AaEHTS'  COMmSSIOHS  DT  SEW  ZEAIAin. 

[Consnl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Oct  11.1 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  received  from  an  Auckland 
manufacturers'  agent  and  importer  at  whose  request  a  "Trade  Op- 
portunity "  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  last  June  gives  a 
fair  idea  of  the  conditions  under  which  New  Zealand  business  houses 
expect  to  represent  American  interests  in  this  field: 

As  to  results  from  the  "Trade  Opportunity"  transmitted  in  my  behalf, 
nothing  definite  has  been  arranged  so  far,  but  I  am  In  receipt  of  several  com- 
munications to  which  I  have  replied  and  from  which  it  Is  likely  some  business 
connectlGiDs  will  be  established  as  soon  as  one  point  Is  adjusted.  This  relates  - 
to  commissions,  which  I  want  paid  to  me  on  all  business  done  by  the  firms 
I  represent,  whether  I  directly  send  in  the  order  or  not.  Many  of  my  clients 
here  have  been  accustomed  to  place  their  orders  through  brokers,  and  business 
that  is  really  the  result  of  my  work  may  thus  reach  the  American  manufacturer 
through  a  broker  instead  of  through  me.  If  the  United  States  firm  has  no  New 
Zealand  cpstomers  when  I  accept  the  agency,  then  I  feel  that  all  results  here 
should  be  credited  to  me. 

This  matter  of  commissions  on  all  business  done  in  New  Zealand  is 
quite  important,  espeoiaUy  where  the  representatives  are  supposed  to 
cover  the  whole  Dominion — which  can  be  done  very  easily  smce  New 
2<ealand.is  only  about  the  size  of  California.  It  can  readily  be  under- 
stood how  discouraging  it  is  for  a  firm  to  work  up  business  in  New 
Zealand  and  go  to  considerable  expense  to  introduce  a  line  of  goods, 
and  then  have  importers  here  correspond  direct  with  the  American 
manufacturer  in  the  hope  of  getting  the  merchandise  at  a  lower  price, 
thus  leaving  the  agent  out  in  the  cold 


HADAOASCAB  WAB-BtSE  INStTSAHCE. 

[Consul  James  O.  Carter,  Tamatave,  Sept.  12.] 

In  November,  1914,  the  rate  of  war-risk  insurance  in  Madagascar 
for  coastwise  trade  was  fixed  at  oneWialf  of  1  per  cent,  but  this  rate 
has  been  modified  at  sundry  times  since  then.  The  latest  schedule — 
which  applies  also  to  freight  transported  between  Madagascar  and 
Heunion  or  Mauritius  and  between  Madagascar  and  British  South 
Africa — was  published  on  September  6,  under  which  the  rates  are : 

1.  (a)  Cargoes  when  transported  by  French,  allied,  or  neutral  vessels  between 
two  neighboring  ports  of  the  colony  situated  on  the  same  coast,  one-fifth  of  1 

jier  cent;  (b)  between  two  distant  ports  of  the  colony  situated  on  the  same 
coast,  three-tenths  of  1  per  cent ;  (c)  between  two  ports  of  the  colony  situated 
on  different  coasts,  two-fifths  of  1  per  #^t,_except  where  between  two  neighbor- 
ing ports,  one  of  which  shall  be  I)ieg#«iarez,  the  rate  shall  be  calculated  as 
for  two  neighboring  ports  on  the  same  coast. 

2.  Cargoes  when  transported  by  French,  allied,  or  neutral  vessels  between 
Madagascar  and  Reunion  or  Mauritius,  two-fifths  of  1  per- cent. 

8.  Cargoes  transported  under  the  French  flag  between  Madagascar  and 
British  colonies  of  South  Africa,  three-fifths  of  1  per  cent. 


SELF-IGNinna  wateb  ught  affboved. 

The  Hook  Seam  Emergency  Self -Lighting  Life  Buoy  Can,  manu- 
factured by  Henry  J.  Pam,  New  York,  N.  z .,  has  been  tested  bv  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  approved  by  the  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service,  and  allowed  for  use  on  vessels. 
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CHTRTA'S  TRADE  IS  WIRES  ABS  SPntlTS.'. 

tConsnl  General  Thomu  Sammons,  Shiinghat,  Sept.  28.] 

So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  only  one  company  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wines  and  liquors  suitable  for  foreign  o(»isumption 
in  China.  The  Chang  Yu  Pioneer  Wine  Co.  (LW.),  a  Chinese- 
owned  stock  company,  with  a  capital  of  approximately  $1,000,000, 
has  laid  out  extensive  vineyards  on  the  hills  surrounding  Chefoo, 
in  the  Province  of  Shantung,  and  the  technical  management  is  under 
the  supervision  of  a  European  expert.  The  vines  u^  by  this  con- 
cern are  said  to  have  been  imported  from  Europe  and  America. 
Chefoo  is  only  two  days'  journey  from  Shanghai  by  steamer  and  is 
said  to  have  a  soil  specially  suitable  for  the  wine  industry. 

The  importation  of  wines  and  liquors  into  China  during  the  year 
1915  was  as  follows: 


Description. 


Value. 


Chief  oonntriBS  of  origin. 


ALL  CHINA. 

Beet  and  porter 

Spirits,  not  taududltag  spirits  of  wine. 
Wines,  red  and  white, and  sake...... 

other  wines 

SHAMOHAL 

Champagne. 

Bed  and  white  winta 

Beer,  ale,  porter,  end  stout , 

Port 

Vermuth,  etc 

Brandy  and  cognac 

Gin.... 

Whisky 

Liqueurs 

other  kinds ...... 


1447.412 
720,603 
617,860 
44,340 


1,83»,8I4 


49,440 
44,137 
141,728 
13,OS7 
17;3SO 
64,000 
30,630 
a,030 
23,660 
18,641 


Japan  and  Oreat  Britain. 
Oreat  Britain  and  Russia. 
Japan,  France,  and  Oreat  Britain. 
France  and  Oreat  Britain. 


Franaa. 

Do. 
Japan  and  Endand. 
^5n.         ^^ 
nance  and  Italy. 
France. 
Great  Britain. 

Do. 
Fiance. 
France  and  Great  Britain./ 


478,203 


About  one-third  of  the  quanfity  imported  into  Shanghai  was  re- 
exported to  other  Chinese  ports,  Shanghai  being  the  distributing  cen- 
ter for  north  China.  Small  quantities  of  wines  are  imported  from 
the  United  States,  and  American  clarets  esj>ecially  have  been  much 
in  evidence  recently,  being  found  in  any  retail  wine  store. 

There  would  be  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  foreigner  wishing  to 
establish  a  manufactory  in  any  of  the  treaty  ports,  but  foreigners  are 
not  allowed  to  trade  in  the  interior. 


■^ 


THE  DUTCH  SU6AE-BEET  CBOF. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Oft  10.] 

The  first  published  report  of  final  results  of  this  year's  sugar-beet 
crop  in  Holland  comes  from  the  Province  of  Friesland  and  is  not 
at  all  encouraging.  In  comparison  with  1915  the  crop  there  has 
retrograded  and  is  only  medium,  while  the  sugar  content  is  only  14 
per  cent  against  19  per  cent  last  year. 

Latest  reports  as  to  the  condition  of  the  sugar-beet  crop  in  general 
suggest  that  the  result  in  Friesland  is  typical  of  what  will  be  re- 
ported from  the  whole  country. 
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BECBEASnroiHPOBTS  07  OLOTES  UTTO  UlUTED  STATES. 

Imports  of  leather  gloves  into  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year 
1916  were  less  than  in  any  year  since  1905.  In  that  year,  according 
to  the  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
they  were  valued  at  $5,095,337.  In  1907  they  reached  their  highest 
level  at  $10,633^668,  and  in  succeeding  years  have  varied  in  total 
value  between  $7,000,000  and  $10,000,000  annually  until  1916,  when 
they  dropped  to  $4,793,916. 

Normally  Germany  and  France  furnish  more  than  four-fifths  of 
our  imported  gloves,  England  about  10  per  cent,  Italy  about  5  per 
cent,  and  Austria-Hungary  and  Belgium  together  about  4  per  cent. 
Small  amounts  are  also  brought  from  Denmark,  Netherlands,  Ire- 
land, and  Canada^  while  occasional  imports  are  from  Australia, 
China,  Mexico,  Switzerland,  and  a  few  other  countries.  , 

The  following  table  compares  the  imports  of  1916  with  those  of  the 
preceding  year : 


Countries  of  origin. 

Yeais  ended  June  30— 

1910 

1915 

Tranftg                       ................................................. 

Palr$. 

388,394 

166.451 

48,371 

69,027 

18,036 

8,238 

2,181 

Valua. 

$2,924,363 

927.611 

434,996 

3S9,390 

89.908 

42,S61 

18,097 

Valua. 
13,570,730 

2,619,133 

"Rnglftfin           .-.....-.....-...*.--............. .•..•... 

762,544 

nS^:"::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::"""::::;:::: 

470,198 

Belffium     ........ , .........•■...........■••...•...•.. 

63,719 

Austriar-HuiiffarT         ....    .             ................................ 

162,087 

other  countrios 

25,105 

TotaL „ 

700,  t«6 

4,798,916 

7,673,516 

FOEMATIOH  OF  ETISSO-BEITISH  CHAMBEB  OF  COMMEKCE. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  2.] 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  British  and  Russian  firms  interested,  con- 
vened by  the  Russian  consul  general  in  London,  it  was  decided  to 
form  a  Russo-British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  London.  An  execu- 
tive committee,  composed  of  an  equal  number  of  Russians  and  British, 
was  appointed  to  drav,-  up  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  cham- 
ber. This  has  been  done,  and  the  memorandum  and  articles  of  asso- 
ciation have  been  duly  registered  and  the  chamber  definitely  consti- 
tuted. There  is  to  be  a  British  section  and  a  Russian  section.  The 
membership  of  the  chamber  will  be  strictly  limited  to  persons  or 
companies  of  British  or  Russian  nationality  whose  business  is  carried 
on  within  the  British  and  Russian  Empires  or  their  allies.  The 
registered  offices  of  the  association  are  at  International  Buildings, 
Kingsway,  London,  W.  C. 

BUSSIAH  SUGAR-BEET  CBOP. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  26.] 

The  British  commercial  attache  at  Petrograd  reports  that  statistics 
issued  by  the  All-Russian  Sugar-Refiners'  Society  put  the  area  under 
beets  at  the  harvesting  of  the  crop  at  1,594,930  acres  in  1916,  as  com- 
pared with  1,783,967  acres  in  1915.  The  yield,  it  is  estimated,  will 
be  11,632,800  short  tons,  as  against  12,415,300  tons  in  1915,  the  yield 
per  acre  being  thus  7.29  tons,  as  compared  with  6.95  tons  in  1915. 
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bahwat  niFsovEiixiiT  nr  ovatexala. 

[Consol  S«mael  C.  Beat,  Oaatemala  City,  Oct.  27.1 

One  of  the  most  important  railway  improvements  in  many  years 
in  Guatemala  will  be  realized  and  made  effective  January  1,  1917, 
when  the  International  Railway  of  Central  America  will  begin 
freight  and  passenger  services  on  its  newly  located  J.2-mile  line  lad- 
ing from  Puerto  Barrios  to  Manoca,  where  connection  will  be  made 
with  the  company's  existing  line  to  Guatemala  City.  The  operation 
of  the  newly  located  line  will  mean  the  utilization  of  the  big  tmmel 
that  cuts  the  high  grade  at  Corozo  Hill,  7  miles  from  Puerto  Bar- 
rios, thus  reducing  the  gradient  from  nearly  5  per  cent  to  nine- 
tenths  of  1  per  cent.  The  reduced  grade  will  enable  the  road  to 
put  into  effect  an  improved  passenger  schedule,  and  at  the  same  time 
will  increase  the  drawing  capacity  of  the  engines  and  permit  better- 
ments in  the  freight  service. 

The  tunnel  was  conceived  and  located  years  ago  by  Mr.  Bulfinch, 
an  American  engineer,  now  deceased,  and  was  brought  to  completion 
by  another  American,  Mr.  A.  Cliark,  as  general  manager  of  the  Inter- 
national. It  is  753  feet  in  length,  16  feet  in  width,  and  18^  feet  in 
heighth.  Owing  to  the jmmtous  nature  of  the  soil  the  work  presented 
peculiar  engineering  difficulties.  This  is  the  third  tunnel  to  be  buUt 
on  the  Puerto  Barrios-Guatemala  City  line,  the  road  having  at  this 
time  two  tunnels  in  operation  within  a  distance  of  30  miles  from 
Guatemala  City. 
ImproTed  Service— Capital  and  Subsidies. 

With  the  relocated  line  and  its  tunnel  available  the  International 
Railways  of  Central  America  will,  as  stated,  put  a  new  schedi4,e  in 
operation  for  both  passenger  and  freight  service,  effective  January 
1,  1917.  The  running  time  of  the  passenger  trains  between  Puerto 
Barrios  and  Guatemala  City  will  be  shortened.  Tlie  reduced  grade 
will  practically  treble  the  drawing  capaci^  of  the  engines  and  will 
permit  much  heavier  trains  to  be  hauled.  The  use  of  double-headers, 
which  has  been  imperative  in  the  past  on  accoimt  of  the  ste^ 
grade,  especially  in  handling  the  banana  traffic  to  Puerto  Barrios, 
will  be  dispensed  with.  The  service  as  a  whole  will  be  so  greatly 
benefited  that  the  railway  management  feel  that  the  expenditure  of 
$250,000  U.  S.  gold,  necessary  for  the  improvement,  has  been  amply 
justified.  The  newly  located  line  is  about  a -mile  longer  than  th« 
existing  line  between  Puerto  Barrios  and  Manoca. 

The  International  Railways  of  Central  America  was  incorporated 
in  1912  and  represents  a  consolidation  of  the  Guatemala  Railway 
(195  miles),  the  Guatemala  Central  Railway  (189  miles),  the  Occi- 
dental Railway  (51  miles),  and  the  Ocos  Railway  (22  miles).  The 
company's  main  lines  at  present  extend  from  Puerto  Barrios  to 
Guatemala  City,  a  distance  of  194.5  miles,  thence  to  San  Jose  de 
Guatemala,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  distance  of  74  miles.  The 
company  is  capitalized  for  $40,000,000  and  has  issued  bonds  in  the 
sum  of  $10,850,000.  It  receives  subsidies  from  the  Governments  of 
Guatemala  and  Salvador,  ranging  from  $5,150  to  $11,780  per  mile. 
The  Salvador  division  of  40  miles  is  operated  separately.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  Guatemala  may  purchase  the  lines  after  the  year  2002  at 
a  price  to  be  decided  by  arbitration.    The  lines  located  in  Salvador 
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may  be  purchased  after  June,  1978,  by  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try at  an  arbitrated  price.  After  the  year  2006  Salvador  will  re- 
ceive the  lines  without  indemnity. 

Jfew  Line  to  Mexican  Border. 

In  1914  the  International  Railways  of  Central  America  acquired 
by  purchase  a  60-mile  railroad  extending  from  Santa  Maria,  on  the 
main  line  between  Guatemala  City  and  San  Jose  de  Guatemala,  to 
Xias  Cruces.  The  same  year  it  built  an  extension,  at  a  cost  of 
$850,000  United  States  gold,  from  Las  Cruces  to  Ayutla,  a  distance 
of  45  miles.  Ayutla  is  on  the  border  of  Mexico,  Mariscal,  Mexico, 
being  on  the  other  side  of  the  River  Suchiate,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  the  two  countries.  Although  the  road  was  con- 
structed in  1914,  through  freight  and  passenger  traflSc  between 
Guatemala  City  and  Avutla  was  not  inaugurated  until  October  1, 
1916. 

The  International  Railways  of  Central  America  has  also  projected 
'a  line  to  run  southeasterly  from  Santa  Maria  to  Santa  Ana  in  Sal- 
vador. It  is  stated  that  when  this  and  other  lines  in  Central  America, 
projected  or  under  construction,  are  completed,  a  direct  through 
route  will  be  afforded  between  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  and  Panama  and 
Colon,  extending  along  the ,  western  portion  of  Central  America 
through  the  five  Republics  of  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Honduras,  Nica- 
ragua, and  Costa  Rica. 


OPIUU  TBAinC  OF  THE  SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

[Consul  Thomas  B.  L.  Layton,  Tahiti,  Oct.  1.] 

By  gubernatorial  decree  the  importation  and  sale  of  opium  in  the 
French  Establishments  in  Ocet^ia.  will  cease  after  December  31, 
1920.  The  decree  was  issued  on  October  1  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions received  from  the  Minister  of  Colonies,  in  which  it  was 
set  forth  that  as  the  sale  of  opium  is  a  Government  monopoly, 
furnishing  a  large  part  of  the  colonial  revenues,  its  importation  and 
sale  might  be  continued  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor  during  a 
period  not  to  exceed  10  years. 

The  prices  at  which  opium  will  be  sold  during  the  extension 
granted  by  the  Goyernor  are  as  follows :  During  1917,  500  francs  per 
kilo  ($43.75  a  pound) ;  during  1918, 550  francs  ($48.15  a  pound) ;  and 
from  the  beginning  of  1919  to  the  close  of  1920,  600  francs  ($52.50 
a  pound). 

HUinCIFAL  BTTSOETS  IN  PERXT. 

The  President  of  Peru  has  issued  a  decree  requiring  all  municipali- 
ties to  administer  their  finances  in  accordance  with  annual  budgets. 
The  decree,  published  in  a  recent  number  of  El  Peruano,  specifies 
that  in  June  of  each  year  municipal  councils  shall  prepare  an  esti- 
mate of  expenditures  for  the  calendar  year.  Following  the  discus- 
sion and  adoption  of  budgets  they  will  be  sent  to  the  departmental 
board  for  approval.  When  apprbved  the  budgets  will  be  printed  in 
December  oi  each  year,  and  will  be  distributed  to  all  officials  con- 
cerned in  the  admiiustration  of  the  affairs  of  the  municipalities. 
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SWISS  MASXEX  FOB  EBOSIZE. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbnlz,  Berne.] 

Despite  an  important  home  production,  about  $25,000  worth  of 
foreign  ebonite  of  the  better  qualities  was  purchased  yearly  Iqr 
Switzerland  before  the  war,  principally  from  Germany,  Italy,  and 
France.  Present  importations,  however,  amoimt  only  to  one-fourth 
of  that  figure.  Germany  is  not  now  exporting  rubber  and  kindred 
articl^  but  Swiss  buyers  have  been  able  to  obtain  small  quantities 
from  France  and  England.  Efforts  also  are  being  made  to  obtain 
goods  in  the  United  States,  but  importers  are  experiencing  difficulty 
in  getting  deliveries. 

One  large  Berne  concern,  which  makes  practically  all  of  the  tele- 
phonic and  telegraphic  apparatus  mounted  in  Switzerland  and  is  said 
to  be  one  of  the  largest  consumers  of  ebonite  in  the  Republic,  bought 
up  all  ebonite  to  be  found  in  the  country.  It  was  thus  able  to  continue 
husiness  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  its  small  trial  stocks  are  decreasing 
rapidly.  An  order  placed  in  Ameri(?a  by  this  concern  six  months  ago 
is  stiU  unfilled.  The  company  uses  ebonite  in  sheets,  thickness  0.5 
millimeter  to  30  millimeters  (0.019685  to  1.1811  inches),  in  rods 
(round)  from  2  to  30  millimeters  (0.07874  to  1.1811  inches)  in  tubes 
from  2J  to  3J  centimeters  (0.98425  to  1.37795  inches),  and  various 
forms  and  sizes.  All  sizes  are  bought,  but  those  named  are  the  prin- 
cipal lines. 

It  appears  that  Swiss  consumers  are  buying  direct  from  the  man- 
ufacturers, either  domestic  or  foreign.  There  are  no  local  agents  or 
dealers  in  the  trade.  Before  the  war  goods  were  sold  by  the  Swiss 
manufacturers  on  terms  of  30  days  with  2  per  cent. or  3  months  net. 
Oh  imported  wares  the  terms  formerly  were  30  days  net  after  arrival 
of  goods;  since  the  war,  cash  against  documents.  The  duty  on  ebo- 
nite in  bands,  sheets,  various  fwins  of  manufactured  articles,  cords, 
bullets,  rods,  etc.,  is  $0.0875  per  100  pounds. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  consumers  of  ebonite  in  the  Berne  district  mny  be  bad 
npou  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict and  cooperative  offices.    Eefer  to  file  No.  81U0.] 

CGNSUMFTIGN  ASB  SUPPLIES  OF  COTTON. 

According  to  preliminary  figures  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  the  amount  of  cotton,  exclusive 
of  linters,  consumed  in  the  United  States  during  October,  1916,  was 
555,349  running  bales,  compared  with  500,762  bales  in  1915,  of  which 
317,413  bales  were  consumed  in  cotton-growing  States  in  1916  and 
271,584  in  1915.  Linters  consumed  during  October,  1916,  were  66,708 
bales,  and  77,297  bales  in  1915.  Cotton  held  in  consuming  establish- 
ments on  October  31j  1916,  was  1,722,968  bales,  and  1,345,829  bales 
in  1915,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  8,673,185  bales  in 
1916  and  4,170,543  in  1915.  Imports  of  cotton  were  7,843  500-pound 
bales  in  October,  1916,  and  13,506  in  1915.  Exports,  including  linters, 
were  801,471  running  bales  in  1916  and  675,279  in  1915.  Cotton  spin- 
dles active  during  October  numbered  32,545,409  in  1916  and  31,377,569 
in  1915. 

Linters  held  in  consuming  establishments  on  October  31  were  67,583 
bales  in  1916  and  98,114  in  1915,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
presses 76,312  bales  in  1916  and  71,634  in  1915.  There  were  exported 
during  October,  1916, 7,430  bales  and  12,480  bales  in  1916.^ 
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PTTB  TEASE  OF  THE  TTNITED  STATES. 

An  unofficial,  though  highly  trustworthy,  authority  names  $61,- 
000,000  as  the  value  of  the  manufactured  furs  annually  bought  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  If  from  this  sum  is  substracted  the 
value  of  the  manufactured  furs  imported,  there  remains  some  $58,- 
000,000  or  $59,000,000  as  the  value  of  the  output  of  American  fur- 
goods  factories.  That  this  is  a  conservative  estimate  is  shown  by  the 
official  figures  of  the  United  States  census  of  1909,  in  which  year  the 
American  fur-goods  industry  was  represented  by  1,241  establish- 
ments employing  11,927  wage  earners  and  producing  goods  worth 
$55,937,549. 

No  later  data  of  this  nature  are  available  to  indicate  the  course  of 
the  industry  since  that  time.  That  it  has  not  retrograded  is  evidenced 
by  the  commercial  returns  of  the  United  States.  Since  1909  the 
United  States  has  imported,  exported,  and.  reexported  furs  and  fur 
skins  and  manufacturers  thereof  in  the  following  amounts: 


Fiscal  years  ending  June  30— 


Imports  o{  fuTs  and  manufactures  of. 


Undressed. 


Dressed  and 
manufac- 
tured. 


Total. 


Exports  of 
domestic  (urs 
and  manu- 
factures of. 


Exports  of 
foreign  furs 
and  manu- 
factures of. 


1K» 
1910 
1«11 
1913 
1913 
1914 
1915 
191«. 


tll,653,S8« 
IS,  580, 2(8 
15,351,001 
17,339,198 
16,717,208 
8,840,321 
7,788,348 
10,891,099 


$9,432,993 
11,008,380 
8,267,947 
8,533,029 
8,147,626 
5,652,973 
3,758,140 
3,208,183 


»21,08«,679 
26,597,644 
33,618,b48 
25,873,227 
24,864,734 
14,493,294 
10,526,488 
20,099,882 


$9, 307;  770 
14,601,635 
10,473,617 
14,976,449 
18,380,686 
14,960,371 
3,794,459 
9,288,788 


1636,294 

852,979 

1,222,919 

1,241,757 

1,654,501 

875,068 

tn,.'33 

78i,«71 


Imports  of  Undreswd  Fun  by  Countries  of  Origin. 

Taking  up  for  discussion  the  trade  for  only  the  last  five  years,  an 
inspection  of  the  import  statistics  of  the  United  States  for  that  period 
discloses  that  in  1916  American  purchases  of  foreign  undressed  furs 
and  fur  skins  resumed  normal  proportions  after  a  Silling  oflf  of  some 
50  per  cent  in  1914,  and  a  further  decline  in  1915  that  may  be  at- 
tributed to  war  conditions.  There  has  also  been,  during  the  half- 
decade,  a  shifting  of  the  sources  from  which  the  United  States  re- 
ceives its  supplies  of  furs,  as  the  following  table  shows : 


Undressed  furs  and  fur  skins,  Imported 
from— 


Austria-Hungary . 

Beigiam..': 

Denmark. 

France 

Germany...  •».... 

Greece 

Italy 

Netberlands 


Norway 

Bnasla  in  Europe 

Sweden 

Switzerland ^. 


Turkey  In  Europe. 
United  Kingdom: 
England. 


BcotlBiul. 

Ireland 

Canada 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 


Bd^  India" 


Fiscal  years  ending  June  30— 


1912 


t69,363 

1,288,032 

1,300 

864,324 

6,968,877 

41 

5,166 

39,997 

63,253 

1,168,198 


260 
90,430 

3,606,347 
24,773 
17,302 
2,267,807 
121,186 
11,768 
19,634 
71,298 
2,767 


1913 


1914 


198,894 

146,330 

1,450,533 

524,493 

2,612 

672 

931,624 

339,676 

5,641,081 

2,697,794 
50 

4,249 

10,033 

80,824 

6,892 

133,729 

114,813 

834,870 

171,237 

12,954 

291 

477 

1,980 

94,906 

18,298 

3,610,769 

1,982,593 

7,436 

1,337 

10,061 

8,286 

2,197,509 

1,981,637 

328,448 

251,465 

5,214 

8,667 

32,266 

7,144 

175,770 

58,915 

31,919 

31,893 

1915 


S23,948 

348,722 

57,833 

401,174 

1,097,510 

3,583 

1,457 

36,908 

61,006 

115,787 

26,464 

37,067 

14,779 

2,580,446 

45,342 

10,960 

1,762,269 

181,036 

322,439 

9,133 

37,680 

177 


1916 


t6,307 

3,956 

125,301 

1,461,845 

418,030 

39,784 

119 

191,368 

91,902 

863,007 

300,163 

144,631 

11,085 

6,197,517 

124,635 

6,097 

4,183,962 

71,665 

1,0(0,793 

38,461 

134,393 

«» 
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Undressed  furs  and  fur  skins,  imported 

Fiscal  jears  endins  7jiiie  3(^ 

from— 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

19U 

$43,392 

35,837 

647,997 

6,930 

2,015 

20,004 

821,389 
%,312 
878,083 

5,530 
19,012 

8,997 

880^913 
125,383 
356,933 

633 
16,895 

816,6(8 
147,567. 
453,174 
60,461 
57 
.U;G30 

8235,  aw 

Russia  in  Asia 

7i;i4» 

l,m» 

New  Zealand 

South  Africa 

31, 083 

10,8(7 

Total 

17,339,198 

16,717,208 

8,840^321 

7, 788,  MS 

16, 891,  AN 

Trade  in  Foreign  Dressed  Ftirs  and  Kannfaetiires  Semains  Stagnant. 

In  dressed  furs  the  import  trade  continued  stagnant,  for,  while 
there  was  a  slight  rally  and  imports  exceeded  those  of  1915,  their 
value  in  the  year  just  ended  was  less  than  half  that  of  1912. 


Furs  dressed  on  the  skin,  imported  Irom— 


Fiscal  years  endinff  Jiiae  30— 


1913 


1913 


1914 


1915 


19M 


Atistria-Bimgary . . 

Belgium , 

Denmark 

France 

Oermany , 

Netherlands 

Norway , 

Russia  in  Borope.. 


Sweden.. 

United  Kingdom:  England.. 

Canada 

Chhia 

All  other  oountriei 


811,400 
1,167,370 

1,630,216 

1,896,629 

342 

216 

6,820 


86,400 
934,519 

1,684,488 

2,057,223 

129 

638 

14,841 


511,309 
37,212 
78,220 
16,034 


603,646 
35,563 

156,639 
11,899 


85,334 

653,019 

49 

647,538 

1,206,587 

151 

668 

14,847 

3 

290,018 

28,965 

487,001 

10,051 


83,965 

399, 1S7 

4,570 

364,019 

337,863 

30,296 

40,4SS 

1,895 

2,373 

128,779 

30,334 

330,520 

9,487 


m.tu 

10,  IM 
687,740 
199,641 

m 

15,160 
43,819 
455,  UH 
130,141 
681,733 
20, 9K 


Total. 


5,346,802 


5,395,Tre 


3,204,251 


1,583,701 


3,158,409 


s,The  decline  in  imports  of  manufactured  furs  that  marked  the  other 
four  years  of  the  half-decade  under  review  continued  in  1916,  the 
value  of  such  imports  being  but  one-third  their  value  in  1912. 


Manufactures  of  fur,  imported  from— 


Fiscal  years  ending  June  30— 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


1916 


HATS,  BONNSTS,  AND  ROODS. 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium , 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Umted  Kingdom:  England 

AH  other  countries 

Total 

OTBGB  MANVTACTUBES,  INCLVDINa  WASTE 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom: 

England. 

Ireland 

Canada 

China 

All  other  countries. 

Total 

Grand  total 


8207,451 
100,997 
264,779 
66,648 
48,052 
196,782 
1,234 


8290,399 
50,111 
153,835 
37,493 
80,618 
149,575 
1,147 


8304,306 
43,435 
103,947 
25,393 
64,029 
113,036 
1,601 


896,009 

8,889 

81,733 

5,340 

69,042 

103,286 

1,188 


87,037 
3,8W 

IS4,M 
89, 6» 


885,943 


20,063 

158,152 

1,063,862 

669,227 

22,401 

30 

10,384 

160,595 
34,190 
44,935 

191,647 
25,808 


763,178 


17,088 

85,479 

722,636 

622,269 

7,590 

38 

3,034 

208,446 
3 

44,022 
262,305 

15,660 


657,648 


20,969 

222,679 

655,489 

394,870 

12,333 

80 

2,390 

221,372 

a,  330 

227^638 

13,506 


364,487 


9,606 
119,253 
268,468 
157^960 
18,688 

•  8,656 

144,003 

17,283 
44,506 
83,806 


313,  nj 


2,10t 
374^« 
7SW 
3,07 
!%» 

9,ia 

123,«J 

w 

31,  «7 
19,80 


2,301,284 


1,988,570 


1,791,074 


809,953 


741,  no 


3,187,227 


3,751,748 


3,448,713 


l,m,4K    l,«Hi,1* 


n 
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Reexport  Trade  of  Small  Kome&t. 

Practically  all  of  the  furs  and  fur  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  remain  in  the  country,  the  trade  in  reexported  goods  amount- 
ing to  only  the  small  sums  shown  in  the  f ollowmg  table : 


Fun,  andnnanafactures  of,  reexported. 

Fiscal  years  ending  June  30— 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Up<)r444:flf<l  fnrs  and  ftir  iflrlns 

t916,630 

$1,243,479 

$657,833 

$279,944 

$543,331 

Dressed,  and  msnalactaras  of: 

Furs,  dressed  OD  the  skin 

200,714 

1,128 
117,285 

196,855 

2,762 
111,405 

218,548 

2,940 
95,747 

242,202 

736 
51,653 

84,340 
145 

Hanubcttires  of— 

HMs,  bonn*ts,  ftid  h<M)ds 

AU  olber,  including  waste 

122,855 

Total  dressed,  and  manufactures  of 

825,127 

311,022 

317,235 

294,501 

307,340 

1,241,757 

1,654,501 

875,068 

574,535 

760,671 

Domestic  Fan  S0I4  Abroad. 

The  record  year  of  the  last  half -decade  so  far  as  the  value  of  the 
domestic  furs  exported  is  concerned  was  1913,  when  $18,389,600  worth 
of  undressed  and  dressed  fur  skins  and  fur  goods  was  shipped 
abroad.  The  trade  during  1912  and  1914  was  about  equal  and 
.  approxiinated  $15,000,000  for  each  twelvemonth,  only  to  drop  in 
1915  to  less  than  $4,000,000.  In  1916  there  was  a  recovery,  to 
$9^88,800,  as  the  following  table  shows: 


DooMsUe  fiirs,  and  manufactures  of,  ex- 

Fiscal years  ending  June  80— 

ported. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Raw  01  unmannJactured  furs  and  fur  sitins: 
Sealskins 

$14,MO,008 
615,441 

$188,700 

17,278,203 

934,683 

137,199 

14,061,348 

870,824 

$405 
2,640,619 
1,253,535 

$600 

Another 

0,862,473 
2,436,713 

Total         

14,975,449 

18,388,586 

14,960,371 

3,794,460 

9,288,786 

Exported  to: 

Pnmce 

847,222 
5,014,980 
6,196,807 
2,570,831 

345,609 

1,064,886 
6,2f6,736 
7,187,995 
3,396,577 
484  892 

1,038,888 
4,368,537 
7,811,083 
1,496,400 
254  463 

258,140 

107,918 

1,937,246 

386,023 

1,143,411 

United  kingdom 

5,310,323 

2,120,300 

714,752 

Canada 

a  Not  separately  stated. 

The  expert  already  referred  to  estimates  the  amount  of  money 
received  yearly  by  the  trappers  and  hunters  of  the  United  States 
(including  Alaska)  for  the  furs  they  collect  at  $20,000,000.  The 
foregoing  table  shows  the  value  of  the  annual  exports  of  these  domes- 
tic furs,  but  it  is  not  known  what  proportion  of  the  skins  so  shipped 
are  dressed  abroad  and  then  returned  to  this  country  for  further 
manufacture. 

The  fur-goods  industry  is  one  of  those  characterized  as  "  showing 
a  marked  degree  of  concentration,"  New  York  State  producing  73.8 
per  cent  of  the  output  in  1909,  and  New  York  City  alone  fymishing 
71.3  per  cent  of  the  year's  total. 
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HODiX  CITY  AT  HOHGKOHG. 

[Consul  Oeneral  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Brltlsb  China,  Sept  23.] 

For  a  good  many  years  schemes  have  been  entertained  from  time 
to  time  for  the  erection  somewhere  in  South  China  of  a  model  city 
for  the  use  of  well-to-do  Chinese.  Chinese  people  of  wealth  and 
Chinese  returning  from  the  United  States,  Australia,  and  other  sec- 
tions of  the  globe  with  a  knowledge  of  modem  cities  have  felt  this 
need,  and  in  recent  years  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  laimch 
such  a  project. 

One  scheme  went  so  far  as  the  organization  of  a  city  at  Heung» 
shan,  not  far  from  Kongmoon  and  within  a  short  distance  of  Hwig- 
kong.  This  city  was  established  upon  Chinese  soil  and  by  special 
arrangement  with  the  Chinese  Government.  It  was  to  have  certain 
customs  privileges;  it  was  established  upon  modem  sanitary  lines; 
and  its  close  proximity  to  Hongkong,  on  the  one  hand,  and  its  loca- 
tion in  the  part  of  China  from  which  come  most  of  the  Chinese  in 
America  on  the  other,  were  expected  to  make  it  attractive.  The  city 
has  made  little  progress,  however.  , 

Kodem  Snbvrb  the  Latest  Project. 

The  latest  undertaking  of  this  sort  is  for  the  construction  of  a 
model  suburb  of  Hongkong  along  the  most  modem  lines  for  the 
housing  of  wealthy  Chinese.  This  plan  involves  the  reclamation  of  a 
tract  of  land  about  a  mile  and  a  halt  long  and  a  third  of  a  mile  broad, 
the  construction  of  wide  avenues  and  fairly  wide  side  streets,  the 
erection  of  47  blocks  of  high-grade  apartment,  tenement,  and  similar 
buildings,  and  the  establishment  of  a  modem  sewerage  system  and 
other  public  utilities.  In  spite  of  war  and  the  imcertainties  of 
^ance  the  company  undertaking  this '  enterprise  has  been  formed 
and  its  plans  completed,  and  wort:  is  to  commence  at  once. 

As  has  been  indicated  in  reports  from  this  office  [see  Commkrcb 
Reports  for  Sept.  13, 1916],  increasing  numbers  of  wealthy  Chinese 
from  various  parts  of  South  China  are  coming  to  Hongkong  to  make 
this  city  their  permanent  residence.  The  result  has  been  a  constantly 
increasing  need  for  houses  for  such  people  and  a  growing  demand 
on  their  part  for  homes  so  situated  that  they  can  be  among  their 
coimtrymen.  Most  of  these  newcomers  have  plenty  of  money  for 
their  needs,  and  some  of  them  have  considerable  sums  for  which  they 
seek  profitable  investment.  Purchases  of  residence  property  in  the 
lower  levels  of  Hongkong  by  such  people  have  changed  the  entire 
course  of  real-estate  matters  in  the  colony  of  Hongkong.  The  or- 
ganization of  this  new  suburb  offers  a  way  out  of  many  4ifficultics, 
for  it  wUl  not  only  afford  tliis  class  of  people  the  proper  housing 
they  demand  but  will  also  offer  a  ready  and  safe  investment. 

The  new  suburb  is  to  be  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  Kowloon 
peninsula,  the  mainland  portion  of  the  colony  of  Hongkong,  2  miles 
from  the  landing  of  the  ferry  from  the  city  of  Victoria  (commonly 
loiown  as  Hongkong)  and  along  the  shore  of  Kowloon  Bay  near  the 
native  city  of  Kowloon.  The  site  is  to  cover  a  tract  about  8,000  feet 
long  and  1,500  feet  broad,  embracing  the  foreshore  only  but  backed 
by  nills  from  which  several  small  streams  emerge,  the  ravines  afford- 
ing considerable  fall  for  drainage  purposes.  The  reclamation  is 
wholly  a  dredging  undertaking.  The  company  is  at  present  drawHig 
spaeincations  for  the  work  to  be  done  and  expects  to  let  the  oontrMf 
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within  the  next  six  or  eight  weeks.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
dredging  machinery  of  sufficient  capacity  will  be  available  at  the 
present  time  for  the  company's  purposes,  but  aj)parently  this  is  the 
only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  rapid  progress  being  made  upon  the 
entire  undertaking. 

Conttmotion  by  Syndicates — Plans  Inolvde  Piers  and  Warehouses. 

The  reclamation  of  the  land  for  this  suburb  is  being  undertaken  by 
the  original  syndicate,  the  plan  being  that  the  construction  of  tene- 
ments, private  residences,  piers,  and  warehouses  shall  be  undertakings 
of  separate  syndicates  to  be  arranged  later.  Being  on  the  mainland 
portion  of  the  colony  the  site  has  the  advantage  of  railway  connec- 
tiotis  for  piers  and  warehouses  and  to  assist  in  its  development  gen- 
erally. It  is  probable  that  connections  with  Kowloon  and  Hongkong 
will  be  maintained  by  motor  busses  rather  than  by  a  tramway  system, 
but  this  question  is  yet  to  be  settled. 

The  plan  includes  the  erection  of  four  piers,  with  space  for  ware- 
houses if  need  for  them  arises,  on  the  water  front  of  the  reclaimed  i 
land.  The  depth  of  the  water  now  over  the  site  averages  about  one 
and  a  half  fathoms.  With  the  extension  of  the  piers  and  the  dredge 
ing  to  be,  done  in  reclamation  work  sufficient  depth  for  ordinary 
oceangoing  vessels  will  be  had  at  all  tides. 

Unless  delayed  by  a  lack  of  machinery  it  is  expected  that  the  recla- 
mation will  be  completed  in  about  two  years. 


WOBE  TTB6ED  BT  COIOIESCE  BODIES  TTHDEBTAEEN. 

In  response  to  action  taken  by  commercial  organizations  of  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  urging  a  resurvey  of  Mississippi  Sound,  Lake 
Borgne,  and  Lake  Pontchartrain,  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey  has  made  preparations  to  undertake  this  work.  Th'is 
followed  the  closing,  on  October  21,  of  work  in  the  delta  of  the  Mis- 
sissipjpi.  The  steamer  Eydrographer  was  engaged  during  October  in 
combined  operations  at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  The  tall  hydro- 
graphic  signals  that  had  been  erected  were  destroyed  by  the  severe 
tropical  storm  on  October  17  and  18. 

The  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  had  many  other  projects  under 
way  in  October.  Wire  drag  party  No.  1  continued  work  in  the  ap» 
proaches  to  Salem  Harbor,  Mass.  Numerous  uncharted  rocks  were 
found.  Incidentally  the  topography  has  been  revised,  and  the  posi- 
tions of  radio  stations  at  Boston  and  Portland,  Me.,  have  been  deter- 
mined. 

Wire  drag  party  No.  2  has  continued  dragging  in  Block  Island 
Sound  and  Gardiners  Bay.  A  new  semaphore  system  has  been  de- 
vised and  used  successfully.  Twenty  square  miles  were  dragged,  and 
- 12  shoals  were  found. 

Agency  for  Sherry  Wines. 

A  consular  officer  in  Spain  has  been  approached  by  a  grower  and 
maturer  of  sherry  wines  in  his  district,  who  has  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  some  wholesale  wine  dealer  in  the  United  States  act  as  agent  for 
the  sale  of  old  wine.  The  address  of  the  grower  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  81326.  -j 
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AHEBICAN  COHSTTLAB  OEFICESS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEVCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  ia 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  persofl&l 
mterviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 

UODOt 

veoue. 


Addrass. 


AlberttTslbot  J 

Clum,  Harold  D 

Chsmberlin,  George  E. 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Smltn,  Joseph  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Winslow,  Edward  D . . 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Wlllrlch,  Gebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany. ., 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Cm- 

aaa. 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 
Rica. 

Corinto,  Nicaragua 

Bwatow,  China 

Hamburg,  Germany. . 


Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Piene,  Miquelon. 

Quebec,  Quclwc 

Athens,  Greece 


Dee.  25 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Dec.  31 
Dec.  30 
Deo.    1 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  11 


Dec.  26 

..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  WasUogton,  D.  C 
Saugerties,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley,Conn., untllDec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Glen  Ellyn,  HI. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Enlokerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-eennd 

Street  and  Broadway,  Near  York  CitT. 
Department  of  Blate,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Fot«l(0 

and  Domestic  Cominef  «e,  5M  FedenI 

Building,  Chicago,  Ut 
2236  Q  Street,  Washlnet«n.  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C; 
Do. 


INCBEASED  CATCH  OF  DUTCH  NOBTH  SEA  HSHEBT. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Oct.  10.] 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1916,  3,282  steam  and  6,339  sail 
fishing  vessels  landed  at  the  Ymuiden  market  at  the  entrance  to  the 
North  Sea  Canal  a  total  catch  worth  19,482,665  florins  ($7,832,031). 
In  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  the  number  of  vessels  arriving 
was  3,538  steam  and  5,512  sail,  with  a  catch  worth  8,662,569  florins 
($3,482,3.")3).  While  this  great  increase  is  in  a  measure  due  to  higher 
prices,  it  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  larger  catch. 

WABEHOirSES  OF  BOTTEBDAH  OVEBFLOWINO. 

[OfBcc  of  American  Commercial  Attach^,  The  Haprue,  Netherlands.] 

The  warehouses  of  Rotterdam  are  full  and  overflowing,  Cargoes 
of  tobacco,  etc.,  have  to  be  discharged  on  the  piers  and  left  there,  as 
it  is  impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  covering.  Cargoes  from  grain  and 
fodder  shins  have  been  discharged  into  about  1,400  lighters  and 
Rhine  cra/t,  ready  for  transportation  by  waterways  to  other  parts 
of  the  Netherlands. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOHESTIC  COMMEBCE- 

OISTBICT  OrnCES.  COOPEKATITE  OFFICES. 


KEW  TOBK :  Boom  409,  Cntoahou*. 

BOSTON:  1801  CastoailieDie. 

CHICAGO:  604  Federal  BalldlBf. 

ST.  LOinS:  402  Third  Katloaal  Baak  Balldlag. 

ATU1«TA:  6S1  Post  Office  Ball4lB«. 

KEW  OBLEAKS:  lOSO  HIberala  Baak  BalMlag. 

SAK  FBARCISCO:  807  Cnstonhoue. 

SEATTlE:  848  Heary  Balldlas. 


CLETELAKD:  Ckanber  of  tammenr. 
CI^'CIN!«ATI:  Chamber  of  CoBaerce. 
CINCnmATI:  C  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Coaaeree. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ckaaiber  of  Cvmmutt. 
CHATTAnOOOA:  Soath  Aafrteaa  Ageat,  8wA- 

era  By.  Co.    * 
POBTLAKD,  OBB«.t  Chamber  of  Cnnent. 
DAITONi  fliMtW  Daytoa  Aaeelattoa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOICMEBCE  KBPOBTS.  623 

PSOFOSAIS  FOB  OOYEBHMEIIT  SUPPLIES  AlTD  CONSTBUCIION. 

[Correapondence  sboald  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  spectflcatlons  can  nsually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  tney 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  sncb  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fntnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Lock  gates,  No.  3801. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  December  14,  1916,  for  furnishing 
and  erecting  lock  gates  for  Dam  No.  21,  Ohio  River.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Chain  cahles.  No.  3802. — Sealed  proposals  will  l>e  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  TompkinsvlUe,  N.  Y.,  uiitU  Novemlier  27,  1916,  for  two  Ig-lnch 
stud-link  chain  cables.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above-named  office.  \ 

Btorehouse  construction,  No.  3803. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
LlghUiouse  Inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  building  a  storehouse  and  moving 
present  storehouse  to  a  new  site.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Earthicorh  cofutruction,  No.  3804. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  secretary,  Mississippi  River  Commission,  1311  International 
Life  Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  until  December  4,  1916,  for  constructing  about 
100,000  cubltf  yards  of  earthwork  in  the  East  Cape  Girardeau  and  Clear 
Creek  drainage  district,  Illinois.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on 
applicatltm  to  the  above-named  office. 

Lockheepefi^  houses,  No.  3805. — Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  December  12,  1916,  for  con- 
structing two  2-story,  14-room  double  houses,  or  four  bungalow-type  houses, 
at  Dam  No.  21,  Ohio  River.  Speciflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above-named  office. 

Barge  construction,  No.  3806. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  TompkinsvlUe,  N.  Y.,  until  December  8,  1916,  for  building 
and  delivering  overboard  at  the  contractor's  dock  the  hull  of  a  single-screw, 
0        wood,  power,  derridi  barge.    Further  information  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  officer. 

MeAical  supplies,  No.  3807. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  HQtil 
November  24,  1916.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "D," 
Transport  Dock,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  carbolic  acid,  cresylic 
acid,  tannic  acid,  chloride  of  adrenalin,  antlphloglstlne,  granulated  argyrol, 
Peru  balsam,  tincture  of  benzoin,  lump  camphor,  sulphate  of  copper,  absorb- 
ent cotton,  etc.  Speciflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Structural  steel,  etc.,  No.  3808. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  December  5,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing and  delivering  metal  work  for  Dams  N<^.  23,  25,  and  27,  Ohio 
River.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Repair  of  tender.  No.  3809. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  until  December  1,  1916,  for  dry-docking,  clean- 
ing, painting,  and  repairing  tender  Manzanita.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3810. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Gen- 
eral Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street, 
Chicago,  111.,  until  November  24,  1916,  for  delivering,  on  or  before  December 
14,  1916,  sliced  beef,  sausage,  and  beef  tongue  in  cans.  Speciflcations  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Dental  supplies.  No.  3811. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street.  New  ^ork,  N.  Y., 
until  November  22,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  electric  lathes, 
electric  automatic  air-compressor  unit,  and  simplex  casting  machine.^. 
Speciflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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FOKEIOH  TBASE  OFFOSTUinnES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  tllatrlet  ofllcea.  Beqnest 
for  eacb  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnBitr  Ma^wrt- 
The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standtug 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taiken  In  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agricultural    machinery 28008 

Beer,  wines,  etc 23005 

Belting,    leather 23008 

Canned  goods 28006;  23012 

Celluloid 23009 

Chemicals 28006 ;  2300i> ;  23012 

Cottonseed   oil 23004 

Creamery  and  dairy  equipment 23008 

Drugs   and    medicines 23006 

Dyes,'    aniline - 23009 

Calvanlzed    iron 23008 

Gloves  and  hosiery 23007 

Grain  and  flour 23005 

Grape    Juice 23005 

Hardware 23008 

Iron   Ingots 23008 


Machinery,    cement 2300S 

Machinery,    sheep   shearing 2300S 

Motors,    gasoline 23008 

Packing-house    products 23005 

Paper-making   products ^ 23009 

Pliarmacentlcal  products 23000-230U 

Pipe 23008 

Platinum 23001 

Potato    tlour 28009 

Provisions 23005  ;  23012 

Pumps,    air 23002 

Sewing  machines 23010 

Tobacco,    leaf 23004 

Toys 28011 

WlDdmllls 23008 

Zinc 23008 


23001.t — ^A  manufacturer  of  incandescent  lamps  in  Switzerland  is  in  tlie  market 
for  pure  platinum  or  platinum  wire. 

23002.* — ^A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  air  pumps  for  garages. 

23003. t — ^A  business  man  in  Mexico  is  in  the  marliet  for  machinery  and  com- 
plete equipment  for  a  factory  for  manufacturing  cement,  baring  a  capacity . 
of  150  to  200  barrels  a  day.    It  is  desired  to  use  oil  as  fueL 

28004.* — A  large  trader  in  West  Africa  desires  quotations  and  full  informatton 
regarding  leaf  tobacco  and  cottonseed  oil.    Correspondence  In  French. 

23005.t — An  established  commission  merchant  in  Porto  Rico  desires  to  enter 
into  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  rice,  flour,  porn  meal, 
grain,  pacliing-house  products,  cereals,  fruits,  dried  fish,  beer,  wines,  and 
unfermented  grape  juice. 

23006.t — ^A  firm  in  India  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  Amer-* 
ican  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  chemicals,  drugs,  and  patent  medi- 
cines. 

230O7.t — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No.  22836,  a  wholesale  mer- 
chant in  Norway  Informs  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  enter  Into  commer- 
cial relations  with  American  nmuufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  liosiery  and 
gloves,  in  cotton,  silk,  and  woolen. 

2300S.* — ^An  estobllshcd  firm  in  Argentina  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Iron  pipe,  corrugated  and  plain 
galvanized  sheets,  plain  zinc  sheets,  iron  ingots,  agricultural  machinery, 
sheep-shearing  machinery,  gasoline  motors,  windmills,  dairying  and  cream- 
ery equipment  of  all  kinds,  hardware,  leather  belting,  etc.  Correspondence 
in  Spanish.    References. 

23009. t — ^A  man,  now  In  New  York  City,  desires  to  purchase  for  shipment  to 
Holland  potato  flour,  500  tons;  liquid  chlorine;  paper-making  products; 
calcium  chloride;  celluloid;  salol;  boric  acid;  tartaric  acid;  oxalic  acid; 
chlorate  of  potassium;  antimony  sulphide;  pharmaceutical  products;  and 
aniline  dyes  for  cotton.    Terras,  cash  at  port  of  shipment. 

23010.1: — A  firm  ii-  Brazil  wishes  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  sewing  machines  for  household  use.  Catalogues  and 
quotations  desired.  Terms,  one-third  cash  with  order,  balance  against  docu- 
ments in  New  York.    Correspondence  in  English. 

23011.t — A  flrm  In  Portugal  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of 
boys'  air  guns  and  toys  of  all  kinds.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  discounts 
should  be  sent. 

23012.* — An  importer  in  Spain,  with  agents  in  the  leading  cities  of  that  country, 
desires  to  purchase  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products  and  foodstoib. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 
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BESTBICTIONS  ON  FBIVATE  SHIPMENTS  ENTEBING  BUSSIA. 

The  following  announcement  regarding  the  forwarding  of  goods 
to  Russia  has  been  issued  by  the  Russian  commercial  attach^  in 
New  York: 

The  commercial  attach^  to  the  Imperial  Rus.<3!an  Embassy  wishes  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  American  slilppers  Interested  In  forwarding  gootls  to  Russia 
via  Vladivostok  that  the  importation  Into  Russia  of  private  shipments  via 
Vladivostok  Is  temporarily  forbidden  except  under  special  permit.  The  exist- 
ing regulations  governing  the  importation  of  goods  via  Archangel  apply  at 
present  likewise  to  Vladivostok ;  tliat  is.  the  American  shipper  should  for  each 
Individual  shipment  make  application  through  his  Russian  consignee  to  the 
Imperial  Department  of  Commerce,  Petrograd. 


NEW  POST  AND  TELEOBAPH  CHASOES  IN  AUSTBIA. 

[ConsDl  General  Albert  Halstead,  Vienna,  Sept.  25.] 

Post  and  telegraph  charges  have  been  advanced  in  Austria  with  the 
view  of  raising  revenue  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  war  loan.  It  is 
calculated  that  as  a  result  of  this  action  90,000,000  crowns  ($18,- 
270,000)  additional  revenue  will  be  procured.  The  postage  on  ordi- 
nary letters  will  hereafter  be  15  hellers,  or  3  cents;  on  unofficial  post 
cards,  10  hellers,  or  2  cents.  Post  cards  with  printed  stamp  will  cost 
8  hellers,  or  1.6  cents.  Telegraph  rates  in  Austria  are  advanced  from 
6  hellers  to  8  hellers  (from  1.2  cents  to  1.6  cents)  a  word,  with  a 
minimum  charge  per  telegram  of  1  crown  (20  cents). 

(These  advances  are  in  accord  with  the  new  postal  treaties  concluded  between 
Germany,  Austria,  and  Hungary,  concerning  which  a  report  appearetl  in  Com- 
MEKCG  Reports  for  Oct.  28,  1916.] 


NEW  STEAMSHIP  LINE  TO  FBANCE. 

[Consul  General  Evan  E.  Young,  Ilallfaz,  Nora  Scotia,  Canada,  Nov.  8.1 

The  first  sailing  of  the  new  Halifax-St.  Nazaire  steamer  service  of 
the  Marine  Navigation  Co.  will  take  place  on  or  about  November  15, 
the  company's  Nigarnstan  being  now  in  port.  It  is  understood  that 
all  cargo  space  for  the  first  few  sailings  has  been  booked. 
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SPAinSH  SIJGAB  BESESVES. 

tCoasul  General  Carl  Baile7  Harst,  Baieelona,  Oct.  8.] 

According  to  statistics  published  by  the  Direction  General  of 
Spanish  Customs  the  total  amount  of  sugar  on  hand  in  Spain  on 
June  30, 1916,  was  32,317  metric  tons  (metric  ton  =  2^04.6  pounds), 
of  which  amount  25,338  tons  were  imrefined  and  6,979  tons  refined. 
This  sugar  was  distributed  as  follows:  In  the  mills,  22,931  tons;  in 
refineries,  6,317  tons;  in  special  depots,  3,069  tons.  The  total  of 
32,317  tons,  compared  with  70,239  tons  on  hand  June  30,  1915,  rep- 
resents a  decrease  of  37,922  tons. 

Of  the  sugar  in  the  mills,  21,396  tons  were  unrefined  beet  sugar 
and  1,535  tons  were  unrefined  cane  sugar.  The  beet-sugar  produc- 
tion from  January  1  to  June  30,  1916,  aggregated  29,330  tons,  an  in- 
crease of  6,185,  compared  with  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  but  the 
amoimts  distributed  and  exported  have  so  increased  that  the  quantity 
in  the  mills  was  30,423  tons  less  than  at  the  end  of  June,  1915.  The 
production  of  cane  sugar  duriAg  the  first  six  months  of  1916 
amounted  to  3,745  tons,  compared  with  5,012  tons  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1915,  and  cane  sugar  in  the  mills  on  June  30, 
1916,  was  less  b^  1,727  tons  than  at  the  end  of  Jime,  1915. 

During  the  nrst  six  months  of  1916,  5,511  tons  of  sugar  were  im- 
ported, contrasted  with  35  in  1915  and  10  in  1914;  and  763  tons  were 
exported,  against  3,986  in  1915  and  12  in  1914. 

Under  normal  circumstances  the  consumption  of  sugar  in  Spain 
amoimts  to  about  10,000  tons  a  month. 


DUTCH  COOFEBATIYE  SOCIETY  OP  IBOHWOBXS. 

[Cottsol  Frank  W.  Uahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  Oct.  11.] 

A  cooperative  society  of  Dutch  ironworks  has  been  formed,  with 
headquarters  in  Amsterdam.    Its  objects  are  thus  described: 

The  creation  and  operation  of  bureaus  of  Its  own  for  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  all  raw  materials,  other  materials,  Implements,  and  machinery  used  in  tbc 
ironworks  business. 

The  creation  and  operation  of  Its  own  means  of  providing  and  preparing 
supplies  of  raw  materials  required  by  the  ironworks  business. 

The  making  and  maintenance  of  rules  and  regulations  regarding  the  eco- 
nomical conditions  and  circumstances  under  which  the  business  of  the  iron- 
works is  conducted  between  the  members  of  the  society  and  also  between  tbe 
members  and  other  parties,  as  customers,  suppliers,  employees,  etc. 

UeKulatlng  the  production  of  the  ironworks  among  the  .members  of  the  sodety 
and  the  distribution  of  the  product  to  their  best  advantage. 

Organization  and  promotion  of  the  cooperative  credit. 

Lending  a.<!Slstance  and  providing  iuformation  to  the  members  regarding 
the  Ironworks  business  and  what  Is  connected  therewith. 

Employment  of  other  lawful  measures  and  proceedings  which  may  be  con- 
ductive to  the  realization  of  the  society's  purpose. 


INPOBUATIGir  OF  INTEBEST  TO  SHIPFEBS  TO  BBAZU. 

Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  trans- 
mitted copies  of  the  Shippers'  Guide,  a  pamphlet  dealing  with  the 
customs  regulations,  customs  brokerage  fees,  regulations  affecting 
travelers'  samples,  etc.,  in  Brazil,  issued  by  the  Companhia  Espresso 
Federal  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Copies  of  the  publication  will  be  loaned 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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TJISTFATOBABLE  CSOF  PBOSPECTS  IN  BOSASIO  BISTBICT. 

[Consnl  ■William   Dawson,   Jr.,   Rosarlo,    Argentina,   Oct.    16.] 

While  official  reports  are  not  yet  available,  the  crop  prospects  for 
the  Rosario  district  are  distinctly  unfavorable.  The  past  winter  has 
been  one  of  the  coldest  and  driest  on  record,  and  there  has  been  no 
abundant  general  rain  since  late  in  February.  La  Nacion  reported 
a  week  ago  that  even  with  prompt  rainfall  the  linseed  crop  in  the  im- 
portant Rosario  and  Santa  Fe  regions  would  be  50  per  cent  below 
normal.  Wheat  and  corn  have  also  siift'ered  from  drought.  In  Entre 
Rios  the  loss  as  respects  linseed  and  wheat  is  estimated  at  50  per  cent 
even  in  the  event  of  rain.  Reports  from  parts  of  Cordoba  are  also 
far  from  favorable.  Extensive  regions  in  banta  Fe,  Entre  Rios,  and 
Cordoba  have  also  been  invaded  by  locusts. 

The  Review  of  the  River  Plate  estimated  a  week  ago  that  unless 
there  was  immediate  rainfall  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe  over  70 
I>er  cent  of  the  linseed  crop  of  the  region  was  lost  and  that  Argen- 
tine stocks  on  hand  did  not  exceed  150,000  tons.  The  best  rain  in 
many  months  fell  on  the  morning  of  October  12.  It  failed,  however, 
to  benefit  very  appreciably  some  of  the  regions  most  affected  by 
drought,  especially  the  northern  part  of  Santa  Fe.  Unless  followed 
promptly  by  further  rainfall,  it  will  not  have  materially  changed 
prospects  in  this  district. 


MIBWINTEB  FOULTBY  SHOW  AT  HONCTON. 

[Consul  E.  Terne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Bninswick,  Canada,  Not.  2.] 

A  midwinter  poultry  show  will  be  held  in  Moncton  from  December 
12  to  15,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maritime  Stock  Breeders'  Asso- 
ciation, an  organization  made  up  of  members  from  the  three  Pro- 
vinces of  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

From  inquiries  made  among  local  persons  directly  interested  in 
this  exhibition  it  has  been  learned  that  catalogues  and  other  litera- 
ture descriptive  of  poultry  requisites  will  be  welcomed  for  distribu- 
tion among  exhibitors  and  visitors.  Inasmuch  as  fanciers  from  all 
the  Maritime  Provinces  will  be  represented,  American  manufacturers 
of  these  lines  will  find  this  a  good  opportunity  for  bringing  their 
wares  to  the  attention  of  a  large  community  of  potential  buyers. 

The  secretary-manager  of  the  show  committee  is  Mr.  F.  L.  Fuller, 
Truro,  Nova  Scotia ;  Mr.  S.  E.  McKie,  37  Weldon  Street,  Moncton.  is 
the  local  man  principally  concerned  with  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments. 

INCBEASED  FBICES  OF  TOBACCO  IN  ITALY. 

[Consul  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  'Genoa,  Oct.  14.1 

By  a  decree  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  September  30  the 
retail  price  per  pound  of  Superior  Maryland  Cut  and  Superior 
Strong  Cut  tobacco  is  increased  from  $1.75  to  $2.20;  that  of  Fir.'-t 
Quality  Cut  Sweet  from  $1.55  to  $1.75;  Macedonia  cigarettes,  with 
or  without  mouthpiece,  from  $3.60  to  $3.95 ;  and  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land cigarettes  from  $2.65  to  $3.05.  These  prices  are  to  be  in  force 
from  October  1,  1916,  until  six  months  after  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
The  sale  of  tobacco  in  Italy  is  a  Government  monopoly. 
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SCOTCH  BOTS  STUDTDTO  THE  STJSSIAir  LAHGVAGE. 

t  Consul  Rafus  Fleming,  Edlnbnrgb.  Scotland,  Oct  26.1 

.  In  preparation  for  the  extension  of  British  trade  in  Russia,  dasses 
have  been  formed  in  public  schools  and  other  educational  institutions 
in  Scotland  for  the  study  of  the  Russian  language.  This  step  has 
been  due  principally  to  recommendations  made  by  chambers  of  com- 
merce and  other  commercial  associations.  At  present  168  students 
are  enrolled  in  such  classes  in  the  Edinburgh  district. 

The  University  of  Edinburgh  has  two  lecturers  in  Russian,  one 
a  Russian  and  the  other  a  Scotsman.  They  alternately  deliver  the 
daily  lecture.  At  present  the  class  has  5  members.  In  the  Heriot- 
Watt  College  a  night  class  meets  twice  a  week.  Students  must  either 
qualify  by  attending  the  Royal  High  School  two  seasons  or  prove 
that  they  have  had  other  satisfactory  groimding  in  the  language. 
There  are  about  40  students.  The  Royal  High  Scnool  is  the  only  m- 
stitution  under  the  Edinburgh  School  Board  that  has  a  course  in 
Russian.  There  is  a  night  class  twice  a  week  with  50  pupils  in  at- 
tendance. 

Russian  is  taught  at  one  of  the  Merchant  Co.'s  institutions — George 
Watson's  College  for  Boys.  There  are  10  boys  in  the  class.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  by  the  Merchant  Co.  for  teaching  Russian  at 
Daniel  Stewards  College  for  Boys,  and  also  at  the  company's  two 
schools  for  girls  if  a  sufficient  number  of  students  enroll. 

In  the  woolen-manufacturing  district  of  South  Scotland  the  school 
boards  of  Galashiels  and  Hawick  have  started  classes  in  Russian, 
with  an  enrollment  of  23  in  the  former  town  and  40  in  the  latter. 
The  classes  meet  once  a  week  in  the  evening. 

(Mention  of  the  Hawick  Kus.sian  class  was  made  in  Coumebce  Repobts  for 
July  21,  1916;  articles  on  tlie  study  of  Russian  In  England  appeared  In  the 
Issues  for  Aug.  10  and  21  of  tiiis  year.] 


SXrCCESSFTTL  WHAUNO  SEASON  F0£  BRITISH  COLTTMBIA 

[CoDPUl  R.  B.  Moshpf,  victoria,  British  Colombia,  Canada,  Oct.  31.1 

The  whaling  season  of  the  Victoria  "Wlialing  Co.  was  closed  last 
week  when  the  William  Grant,  the  last  of  eight  vessels  operated 
th?s  summer,  arrived  in  port  for  winter  quarters.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
the  season  has  been  successful  and  the  average  compares  well  with 
the  previous  year.  There  were  403  whales  captured,  which  is  about 
iho  same  number  as  for  the  1914  season,  when  10  vessels  were  engaged 
a?  against  8  this  season. 

During  the  past  season  the  whaling  company  operated  three  sta- 
tions, one  at  Kyoquot,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island;  an- 
other at  Rose  Harbor,  southern  Queen  Charlotte  Islands;  and  a 
third  at  Naden  Harbor,  northern  Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  The 
season  was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  May. 

Of  the  403  whales  caught  this  season,  finns  and  humpbacks  were  in 
the  majority,  while  a  few  sperms  and  sulphur-bottoms  were  har- 
po  >ned.  Kyoquot  had  the  record  catch,  with  1.75  whales  to  the  credit 
of  the  vessels  stationed  on  the  west  coast.  Rose  Harbor  came  sec- 
ond, with  121,  and  Naden  Harbor  third,  with  107  mammals. 

The  fleet  operating  out  of  Bay  City,  Wash.,  accounted  for  268 
during  the  season. 
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SHIFMEHTS  FBOU  NOinNQHAM  TO  TJIHTED  STATES.* 

(ConsQl  C.  H.  Hitcb,  Nottingham,  England,  Oct.  20.] 

The  exports  from  the  Nottingham  district  to  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1916,  were  .valued  at  $2,643,731,  as 
compared  with  $2,112,422  for  the  correspojjiding  period  in  1915,  or  an 
increase  of  $531,309.  This  brings  the  vahie  of  declared  exports  from 
this  district  to  the  United  States  for  the  three  quarters  of  1916  up 
to  $9,050,791,  as  compared  with  $5,660,416  for  the  same  period  in 
1915. 

The  principal  items  showing  increases  during  the  quarter  ended 
September  30,  1916,  in  comparison  with  the  same  period  in  1915, 
were : 


Articles. 


^]e 

Hosiery: 
Cotton 
Wool- 


1915 


t8,43S 

8,896 
16,376 


1916 


tl9,420 

14.444 
35,301 


Articles. 


Lacfs,  cotWn 

Nct.s,sllk 

SIcins,  pickled,  sheep 
Yarn,  cotton 


1915 


»735.576 
173.194 
108.  a51 
103,430 


1916 


tt. 050. 157 
280.432 
153,270 
207,493 


The  increases  in  cotton  laces,  yarn,  silk  nets,  and  pickled  sheepskins 
are  due  to  the  steady  demand  for  these  articles  in  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  maintained  throughout  1916, 

Only  three  items  show  a  decrease  during  the  quarter,  as  compared 
with  1915,  namely:  Cotton  nets,  from  $605,266  to  $553,594;  ma- 
chinery accessories,  from  $10,974  to  $3,781;  and  Levers  lace  ma- 
chinery, from  $44,689  to  none  in  the  1916  period. 

Exports  from  the  Xelcester  Agency. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  the  Leicester  agency  to  the 
United  States  during  the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1916,  was 
$78,318,  as  compared  with  $58,159  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915.  The  principal  increases  were  in  the  items  of  silk  hatbands 
and  leather.  The  increase  in  ^he  exports  of  silk  hatbands  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  two  firms  are  now  exporting  to  the  United  States,  whereas 
in  1915  there  was  only  one  firm  engaged  in  this  business. 

The  increase  in  leather  exports  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
British  Government  granted  permission  for  the  exportation  of  a  lot 
of  bellies  and  uppers,  which  were  not  suitable  for  military  purposes, 
and  for  which  a  ready  sale  was  found  in  the  United  States. 

There  was  but  one  small  decrease;  that  of  woolen  gloves.  During 
the  third  quarter  of  1915,  4,851  dozen  pairs  of  woolen  gloves,  valued 
at  $7,944,  were  exported  to  the  United  States  as  compared  with  2,216 
dozen  pairs,  valued  at  $6,333,  for  the  same  period  of  1916,  which 
shows  a  decrease  of  over  100  per  cent  in  quantity,  but  only  a  slight 
decrease  in  value.  This  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  manufacturers 
are  now  using  rabbit  wool,  a  product  of  France,  in  the  nu.nufacture 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  gloves. 

Amalgamation  of  Danish  Shoe  Manufactnrers. 

Vice  Consul  Axel  Permin,  of  Copenhagen,  reports  that  10  Danish 
shoe  manufacturers  have  combined  in  one  joint-stock  company,  under 
the  name  of  De  Forenede  Skot0jsfabriker  (The  United  Shoe  Fac- 
tories), in  order  the  better  to  meet  the  foreign  competition  that  is 
likely  to  arise  after  the  close  of  the  present  war. 
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IIOTION-FICTUBE  SHOWS  FOFULAS  DT  COLON  DISTRICT. 

[Consul  Jallus  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  Nov.  2.] 

Motion  pictures  are  so  popular  in  Colon  that  another  theater 
seating  1,000  people  ha&  recently  been  opened  in  addition  to  the  two 
large  ones  in  operation  here  for  years.  These  theaters,  which  re- 
ceive the  better  class  of  popular  films  from  the  United  States,  do  a 
good  business  every  evening  in  the  week.  Most  of  the  films  brought 
to  Colon  are  used  also  at  the  two  forts  near  the  city  (Fort  Sherman, 
at  Toro  Point,  and  Fort  Randolph,  at  Margarita  Point),  at  both 
of  which  motion  pictures  are  shown  every  evening;  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Charleston,  the  mother  ship  for  the  submarines  stationed  here,  four 
evenings  a  \tcek;  and  at  Gatun,  7  miles  south  of  Colon,  three  eve- 
nings a  week.  A  few  weeks  ago  "  The  Birth  of  a  Nation  "  was  given 
in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  clubhouse  in  Cristobal  and  at  many  other  places 
in  the  Canal  Zone.  In  spite  of  the  rather  high  prices  for  tickets  this 
play  drew  large  houses.  At  the  Cristobal  clubhouse  films  are  shown 
three  evenings  a  week. 

In  the  Province  of  Bpcas  del  Toro,  in  this  consular  district,  there 
are  four  picture  halls — ^two  at  Bocas  del  Toro,  and  one  each  at 
Almirante  and  Guabito.  It  is  announced  that  the  Guabito  Banking 
&  Mercantile  Co.,  recently  organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000, 
is  about  to  replace  the  old  halls  in  Almirante  and  Guabito  with  new 
theater  buildmgs  to  cost  about  $5,000  each.  Almirante  is  at  the 
terminus  of  the  railway  system  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.,  where  its 
ships  take  on  cargoes  of  bananas;  Guabito,  which  is  a  village  of 
1,000  people  some  20  miles  west  of  Almirante,  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  banana  plantations  of  this  company. 


AMALGAMATION  OF  SILK  ASSOCIATIONS  AT  LTON. 

[Consul  jr.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  France,  Oct.  20.1 

Up  to  1892  there  was  but  one  association  of  silk  manufacturers  at 
Lyon.  During  that  year,  however,  differences  arose  over  the  question 
of  free  trade  and  the  free  traders  withdrew  and  formed  an  associa- 
tion of  their  own.  Save  for  their  views  on  the  tariff  the  two  societies 
(I'Association  de  la  Fabrique  Lyonnaise  and  I'Association  de  la 
Soierie  Lyonnaise)  were  alike,  both  having  for  their  object  the  pro- 
tection of  their  trade  and  the  study  of  all  subjects  touching  silk 
manufacture.  They  speaic  through  various  committees,  either  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Lyon  or  directly  to  the  Government,  upon  all 
matter  affecting  the  sil!:  industry. 

A  realization  of  the  i.nportance  of  presenting  a  united  front  when 
the  war  is  over  has  just  resulted  in  the  amalgamation  of  the  two 
bodies,  the  combination  having  been  effected  at  a  general  meeting 
held  September  29.  A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
all  questions  at  issue  and  came  to  a  conmion  agreement  as  to  tariff 
matters  in  particular.  This  was  accomplished  by  the  high  protection- 
ists agreeing  to  a  lower  duty  and  the  free  traders  accepting  the  propo- 
sition as  a  concession  to  unity.  A  committee  representing  both  sides 
was  selected  to  choose  officers  and  at  the  next  meeting,  to  be  held  the 
latter  part  of  October,  it  is  expected  the  recommendations  of  this 
-  .  mmit^ee  will  be  ratified. 
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CAPE  TOWK  DBAINAOE  SCHEME. 

[Vice   Consul   Charles   H.   Helsler,   Cape   Town,    Sontb   Africa,    Oct.   5 ;    supplementing 
reports  In  Commebce  UEPoaTS  for  Apr.  14  and  May  13,  1910.] 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  the  drainage  system  for  the  southern 
suburbs  of  Cape  Town  and  is  being  carried  on  as  rapidly  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  Only  small  sections  have,  however,  been  dealt 
with  so  far ;  and,  although  the  work  is  progressing,  it  is  not  expected 
that  construction  on  a  large  scale  will  begin  for  several  months,  ow- 
ing to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  certain  supplies  from  overseas. 
The  completion  of  the  entire  project  outlined  by  the  city  engineer 
will  require  five  to  seven  years. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  procure  locally  as  much  of  the  material 
as  is  possible  and  practicable.  In  this  connection  South  African 
pipes  and  cement  are  being  tested  to  determine  their  suitability,  and 
it  is  believed  that  purchases  of  such  supplies  as  these  will  be  confined 
almost  entirely  to  manufacturers  in  the  Union.  Machinery,  pumps, 
sanitary  appliances,  etc.,  will  have  to  be  obtained  outside  of  South 
Africa,  and  in  such  cases  plans  and  specifications  will  be  submitted 
and  bids  called  for,  as  desired,  in  England  by  the  corporation's  Lon- 
don agents.  American  firms  wishing  to  supply  any  of  the  materials 
needed  for  this  drainage  project  should  deal  direct  with  these  Lon- 
don agents  [whose  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices 
upon  referring  to  file  No.  81801],  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  bids 
■will  be  considered  here  without  having  first  been  submitted  to  these 
agents.  

ETISSIAN  TRANSIT  PROHIBITIONS. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  19.] 

A  decree  of  the  Russian  Ministers  of  Commerce  and  Finance  dated 
September  12  contains  the  following  regulations  respecting  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  transit  of  certain  goods  through  Russia : 

(1)  The  transit  through  Russia  of  all  goods  on  the  Russian  list 
of  prohibited  exports  is  prohibited.  Exceptions  may,  however,  be 
allowed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance-  in  concurrence  with  the  Minister 
of  Commerce,  in  favor  of  allied  or  neutral  countries. 

(2)  The  transit  through  the  Empire  of  the  products  of  the  soil  or 
industry  of  enemy  countries  is  prohibited. 

(3)  In  order  to  prove  that  parcels  sent  in  transit  through  Russia 
do  not  contain  export-prohibited  articles  or  articles  of  enemy  origin, 
such  parcels  may  be  opened  at  random  by  the  Russian  customs  or 
postal  officials. 

(4)  Should  there  be  discovered  in  transit  parcels  articles  that  are 
products  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  enemy  countries,  or  articles  the 
export  of  which  from  Russia  is  prohibited,  such  articles  not  being 
described  by  their  real  names  in  tne  declarations  accompanying  such 
parcels,  the  parcels  shall  be  delivered  to  the  customs  authorities,  who, 
having  ordered  the  confiscation  of  the  parcels,  sliall  sell  the  goods  at 
auction,  unless  the  goods  are  of  kinds  the  circulation  of  which  in 
Russia  is  prohibited. 

[A  list  of  articles  the  exportation  of  which  from  Russia  Is  prohibited  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Division  of  Foreign  Tariffs  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


632  COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 

LOSSES  OF  THE  SFAHISH  HEBCHABT  KABDIE. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hnrst,  Barcelona,  Oct  2.] 

The  Spanish  Government  adopted  measures  early  in  January, 
1916  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Feb.  10,  1916],  to  prevent  the  de- 
pletion of  the  Spanish  merchant  marine  through  the  sale  of  vessels 
to  foreign  countries.  The  tonnage  of  the  Spanish  merchant  marine 
at  the  end  of  1915  had  been  reduced  through  the  sale  and  loss  of 
vessels  to  799,245  gross  tonnage,  but  during  the  past  six  months 
vessels  have  been  constructed  in  the  national  shipbuilding  yards 
amounting  to  22,440  tons,  making  a  total  of  821,685  gross  tonnage. 
However,  the  losses  to  the  Spanish  merchant  marine  have  amounted 
to  147,791  tons,  70,000  representing  the  tonnage  of  vessels  sold, 
27,783  the  tonnage  of  vessels  sunk  by  submarines,  23,008  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  sunk  by  mines,  and  27,000  that  lost  in  other  ways.  These 
losses  reduce  the  available  tonnage  of  the  Spanish  merchant  marine 
to  673,894,  a  decrease  of  almost  18  per  cent. 

The  vessels  lost  by  submarines  and  mines  were  14  in  nimiber  and 
valued  at  $7,140,000,  nine  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  45,097  tons  are 
now  in  construction  in  the  shipbuilding  yards  of  Spain,  but  even  the 
utmost  efforts  can  not  for  some  time  replace  the  losses  sustained. 


TAPA  DESIGNS  USED  ON  HAWAIIAN  POTTEET. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  commercial  anient,  Honolulu.] 

Pottery,  which  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  manufactures  in 
Hawaii,  is  painted  after  designs  of  ancient  tapas  ot  the  islands. 
Tapa  was  used  for  co%'erings  in  general  by  the  ancient  islanders,  and 
particularly  for  clothing.  Tree  fiber  was  reduced  to  a  pulp,  the 
water  was  squeezed  out,  and  then  it  was  spread  over  a  log  and  beaten 
out  to  parchment  thinness  with  wooden  blocks.  When  the  sheets 
were  of  proper  size  and  had  been  dried,  designs  were  imprinted  on 
the  surfaces  by  means  of  wooden  blocks,  in  which  the  designs  were 
cut  with  stone  implements.  For  coloring,  the  ancient  Hawaiians  ob- 
tained various  hues  from  treeSj  herbs,  earth,  and  fishes.  Tliese  unique 
designs  have  retained  all  their  brilliancy,  particularly  those  in  the 
Bishop  Museum,  although  they  are  100  to  200  years  old.  The  color- 
ing in  particular  is  almost  perfect. 

Designs  for  tapa  in  ancient  times  were  to  some  extent  "copy- 
righted "  or  "  tabued  "  by  families  or  clans,  much  as  Scottish  clans 
had  the  right  to  use  certain  designs.  Kings  and  chiefs  used  tapa 
patterns  which  could  not  be  used  by  others.  These  designs  have 
been  transferred  with  brush  and  oils  to  pottery. 

ATJSTEAUAN  GOVERNMENT  TO  OPEN  OFFICE  IN  NEW  YOEK. 

ICommcrcIal  Attach*  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Australia,  Sept.  27.] 

The  Compti'oller  General  of  Customs  has  recently  announced  that, 
owing  to  the  increased  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Aus- 
tralia, the  Commonwealth  Government  has  decided  to  establish  an 
office  in  New  York  under  the  control  of  an  officer  whose  principal 
functions  would  be  to  investigate  into  the  value  for  duty  of  goods 
exported  to  Australia,  but  who  would  also  be  supplied  with  the 
necessary  data  for  answering  questions  relating  not  only  to  practices 
of  this  department  but  to  trade  generally  so  far  as  it  comes  within 
the  province  of  Government  control. 
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SECSEA8E IH  IHFOBTS  OF  COTTON  AT  GENOA. 

(Consul  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Genoa,  Italy,  Oct.  14.] 

According  to  unofficial  statistics  the  imports  of  cotton  at  Genoa 
daring  the  period  September  1,  1915-Aiigust  31,  1916,  show  a  con- 
sdderaole  falling  oflf  from  the  figures  of  tlio  previous  year.  The  de- 
cline is  notable  not  only  in   American,  but  also  in  Indian   and 


Egyptian  cottons. 

There  arc  sli 

ght 

gains 

from  other 

sources. 

Kind  of  cotton. 

19H-15 

1915  11 

American 

Balei. 

1, ins,  3 16 

2»4.,'-20 

151,127 

30,333 

Btttfs. 
833, 001 

187,  f:8» 

C6,«95 
49.064 

sfSr    ••:•:■":■::"■:::■:■•••:••:::::::::::::::::::•:::•:::::::••:" 

Total 

1,311,632 

1, 135, 749 

In  explanation  of  the  above  quantities  it  should  be  stated  that 
there  is  considerable  difference  in  the  weight  of  bales  imported 
from  various  places.  Estimating  the  American  sguare  bales  at  520 
pounds  and  round  bales  at  250  pounds,  the  Egyptian  at  725,  Indian 
at  400,  and  other  importations  at  475  pounds,  the  following  com- 
putation will  give  a  more  accurate  idea  of  the  actual  amount  of  cot- 
ton imported  during  1915  from  various  countries : 


Actual 

number  o( 

bales. 

■  Equivalent  to— 

Kind  of  cotton. 

rounds. 

500-pound 
boloj. 

American: 

743,4091 
89,602/ 

187,689 
66,995 
49,064 

403,970,680 

-5,075,600 
48,571,375 
23,305,400 

817, 941 

150,151 

KFvntian T...<r...-tT-r 

97,143 

oa«!f;:::::::::;;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::"""::;.:... 

46,611 

Total 

1,136,749 

555,923,035 

1,111,840 

Genoa  receives  its  American  cotton  from  Galveston,  New  York, 
New  Orleans,  Savannah,  Wilmington,  and  Pensacola,  small  addi- 
tional quantities  being  bought  from  Liverpool,  England.  The 
Indian  cotton  is  chiefly  from  Bombay,  Calcutta  ranldng  second.  The 
Egyptian  fiber  is  shipped  from  Alexandria. 

SPAIN  PEOIONGS  ITS  KESERVATION  ON  POTASH  LANDS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Ilurst,  Barcelona.] 
By  a  royal  decree  of  October  1,  1914  [sec  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  C,  1914],  the  Spanish  Government  re- 
served to  itself  the  right  of  exploitation  of  the  potash  deposits  of  the 
Pro\'inces  of  Barcelona  and  Lerida.  This  reservation  was  made  for 
two  j'ears  and  should  expire  on  October  1,  1916,  but  a  royal  order 
published  on  September  28,  1916,  extends  the  reservation  in  favor  of 
the  State  for  another  two  years. 

In  connection  with  the  publication  of  this  order  the  Government 
notes  that  it  has  not  yet  been  able  to  undertake  work  on  these  potash 
lands,  owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  approijriations.  The  royal  order 
authorizes  the  Geological  Institute  of  Spain  to  draw  up  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  likely  to  be  incurred  in  mvestigating  the  deposits. 
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CONDITIONS  OOVEBNINO  SHIPMENTS  TO  SIAK. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Sept.  22.] 

Practically  all  goods  imported  into  Siam  enter  through  the  port 
of  Bangkok.  The  only  exceptions  are  occasional  shipments  for  the 
Siamese  Malay  States.  The  central  customhouse  is  at  Bangkok,  but 
there  are  no  customs  storehouses,  as  all  goods  are  landed  in  godowns 
belonging  to  the  respective  shipping  companies.  No  part  of  a  ship- 
ment may  be  removed  from  a  godown  until  the  importer  has  made 
out  a  customs  declaration,  to  which  the  original  invoice  should  be 
attached,  showing  the  number,  net  weight,  and  value  of  each  class 
of  goods,  and  that  the  customs  duty  has  been  paid.  A  certificate 
of  origin  is  not  necessary  and  an  affidavit  is  not  i-equired  on  invoices. 

With  the  exception  of  morphine,  cocaine,  firearms,  and  ammuni- 
tion there  are  no  laws  affecting  shipments  which  would  be  likely  to 
cause  a  fine  if  not  followed. 
Tariff  Provisions — Special  Licenses  and  Permits. 

The  import  duty  is  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  -^n  all  classes  of  goods, 
manufactured  as  well  as  raw  products,  and  it  is  levied  on  the  entire 
shipment,  inclusive  of  containers,  packing  and  packing  cases,  insur- 
ance, cost  of  freight,  and  all  other  charges.  The  duty  on  beer  and 
wine,  however,  is  6  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  i)ure  spirits  pay  a  duty 
of  about  74  cents  per  gallon.  The  invoice,  in  addition  to  value, 
should  show  the  quantities  of  these  fluids  in  gallons. 

Imports  of  morphine  and  cocaine  are  permitted  by  licensed  parties 
only.,  and  for  firearms  and  ammunition  special  permits  are  required. 
No  restrictions  are  placed  on  imports  of  foodstuffs.  No  special 
marking  is  required  on  packages,  and  goods  for  which  duty  has  been 
prid  on  fiist  entry  do  not  pay  extra  duty  on  being  forwarded  to 
the  interior. 

These  are  the  conditions  to  be  met  where  shipments  are  made 
to  Siam  direct  and  are  not  transhipped  through  the  British  ports 
of  Singapore  and  Hongkong.  Through  those  ports,  however,  practi- 
cally all  shipments  must  pass  on  their  way  to  Bangkok  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  at  present  there  is  no  direct  shipping  connection  on 
tween  the  United  States  and  Siam. 


NEW  WABD  LINE  SEEVICE  TO  SAUNA  CBXTZ. 

[Consul  Jultus  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  Oct.  28.] 

The  first  ship  of  the  Ward  Line  (New  York  &  Cuban  Mail  Steam- 
ship Co.)  in  the  new  service  between  New  York  and  Salina  Cruz, 
Mexico — the  Jalisco — hag  passed  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  its 
way  to  Salina  Cruz.  [As  stated  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nor. 
13,'lOlG,  the  Jalisco  was  the  first  vessel  flying  the  Cuban  flag  to  make 
the  transit  of  the  canal.]  There  is  to  be  in  this  service  a  ship  every 
21  days,  the  next  one  being  the  Mexico  II.  These  vessels  will  stop  at 
all  ports  between  Balboa  and  Salina  Cruz. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Seattle  Construction  &  Drydock  Co.  has 
recently  launched  the  Canto  and  will  soon  launch  the  Panuco  for  the 
Ward  Line.  It  is  expected  that  the  company  will  put  these  boats 
into  service  between  New  York  and  Salina  Cruz.  The  line  will 
carry  both  freight  and  passengers,  though  the  freight  business  will 
be  its  most  important  feature. 
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EXPEET  VIEWS  ON  COlOIEaCIAL  EDUCATION. 

A  report  on  the  commercial  education  subsection  of  the  second  Pan 
American  Scientific  Congress  has  been  prepared  bj'  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education  as  Bulletin  No.  25  of  191C."  The  object  of  the 
publication  is  to  preserve  the  best  of  the  substance  of  the  papers  that 
were  read  before  that  branch  of  the  congress,  and  to  meet  a  demand 
that  has  been  created  by  the  increasing  general  interest  in  commercial 
education  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  centers  of  urban 
population. 
Scope  of  the  Solentiflc  Conm^ess. 

The  introduction  to  the  bulletin  presents  a  general  statement  of 
the  scope  of  the  scientific  congress,  which  embraced  9  main  sections 
and  45  subsections.  No.  4  of  the  main  sections  was  devoted  to  edu- 
cation. The  names  of  the  many  distinguished  educators  who  had 
charge  of  the  10  subsections  of  this  division  are  given  in  the  mono- 
graph. The  respective  topics  of  these  subsections  were  elementary 
education,  secondary  education,  university  education,  education  of 
women,  exchange  oi  professors  and  students,  engineering  education, 
medical  education,  agricultural  education,  industrial  education,  and 
commercial  education. 

The  subcommittee  in  charge  of  commercial  education  decided  to 
invite  the  preparation  of  papers  which,  when  printed,  would  be  a 
permanent  contribution  to  this  phase  of  educational  work.  These 
papers  are  declared  to  have  offered  a  new  body  of  material  from 
which  to  proceed  for  further  study  and  incorporation  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  subsequent  congresses.  The  work  was  deemed  of  paramount 
importance  at  this  time,  not  only  for  economic  reasons  of  higher  eflS- 
ciency  in  the  organization  of  business  and  the  marketing  of  products 
at  home  and  abroad,  but  also  as  a  means  of  acquiring  oy  study  the 
international  way  of  looking  at  things,  and  of  assisting  in  establish- 
ing international  amity. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  certain  private  educational  agencies,  estab- 
lished solely  for  the  purpose  or  as  a  part  of  a  mercantile,  manufactur- 
ing, or  exporting  system,  have  been  prominent  in  the  United  States 
in  offering  specific  or  general  courses  of  business,  the  committee  in- 
cluded in  its  program  papers  from  most  of  these  agencies. 
Subjects  Discussed  by  Subsection. 

The  abstracts  of  papers  with  the  general  comments  on  the  confer- 
ence make  up  a  volume  of  96  pages,  which  should  be  of  special  inter- 
est to  all  who  seek  the  advancement  of  commercial  training.  Among 
the  specific  subjects  discussed  by  leaders  in  education,  business,  and 
public  affairs  were  the  proper  use  of  business  experts  in  class  instruc- 
tion on  domestic  and  foreign  commerce;  commercial  education  in 
Latin  America,  Germany,  and  England ;  how  to  obtain  properly  pre- 
pared instructors;  commercial  education  in  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  and  college^;  languages,  geography,  history,  government, 
mathematics,  banking  and  finance,  statistics,  accounting,  business 
law,  business  ethics  and  psychology,  and  business  organization  and 
administration.  There  are  also  discussions  of  the  important  institu- 
tions which  give  special  courses  in  commerce. 

(Dopies  of  the  publication  may  be  obtained  at  10  cents  each  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
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BAILWAT  EXPANSION  IN  BBITISH  MAT.AYA. 

[Chamber  of  Commerce  Jonmal.] 

In  his  report  on  the  Federated  Malay  States  for  the  past  year,  Sir 
E.  L.  Brockman,  Chief  Secretary,  deals  very  fully  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  railway  system  in  .the  Malay  Peninsula  and  the  growth 
in  importance  of  Penang,  which  promises  to  equal  in  the  north  the 
part  played  by  Singapore  in  the  south.  During  1915  there  was  an 
extension  in  the  railway  system  of  49  miles,  of  which  41  miles  were 
in  the  State  of  Kcdah.  The  branch  line  from  Kuang  Junction  to  the 
Malayan  Collieries  (C  miles)  was  also  opened,  and  the  Kelantan  line, 
on  the  northeastern  side  of  the  Peninsula,  was  extended  from  Tanah 
Merah  to  the  Kelantan  River.  The  total  train  mileage  was  3,199,177, 
a  decrease  of  190,908  compared  with  1914.  The  number  of  passengers 
carried  was  11,899,028,  a  decrease  of  75,717;  goods  traflBc  fell  off  by 
39,872  tons,  the  total  being  1,100,381  tons;  but  the  year's  traffic  re- 
ceipts were  only  $12,780  (U.  S.  currency)  below  those  of  1914.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  cattle  traffic,  104,822  head  being  carried,  com- 
pared with  91,8C6  in  1914.  The  amount  spent  on  construction  was 
$1,541,700,  as  compared  with  $5,554,615,  but  this  reduction  is  prob- 
ably acounted  for  in  large  measure  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  sup- 
plies from  abroad.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  Federated  Malay 
States  railway  system  has  been  built  out  of  Government  revenue. 

The  most  important  addition  under  "  expenditure  on  special  serv- 
ices, capital  account,"  was  the  sum  of  $303,250  (U.  S.  currency)  as 
part  payment  for  the  purchase  from  the  colony  of  the  Straits  l^ttle- 
ments  of  the  Prai  Dock  property.  Part  payment  only  has  been  made 
because  the  Penang  Harhor  Board  is  still  in  occupation  of  a  portion 
of  the  premises,  and  will  probably  continue  to  be  in  possession  for 
some  time,  pending  the  construction  of  other  works  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  board.  This  property  was  taken  over  in  1914  at  a 
valuation  of  about  $569,400.  Investigations  have  already  been  made 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  landing  and  shipping  facilities  at  Prai. 
The  works  recommended  are  (1)  a  pier  1,200  feet  in  length,  (2)  an 
extension,  up  the  river,  of  the  pier  to  form  a  deep-water  wharf,  (3) 
further  extension  to  form  coaling  berths,  and  (4)  the  dredging  of  the 
river.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  works  is  $4,205,875,  exclusive  of 
equipment,  which  will  cost  about  $462,300. 

IMPORTS  OF  TEOPICAL  PRODUCTS  BY  ITNITED  STATES. 

The  increasing  dependence  of  the  United  States  on  the  Tropics 
for  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  not  produced  in  this  country  is 
shown  by  figiuos  given  in  the  publication  "  Imports  of  merchandise 
by  articles  and  countries,  1911-1915,"  which  has  been  published  by 
the  Biiienu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

More  than  a  billion  dollars'  worth  of  tropical  products  were 
Drought  into  this  country  during  the  iiscal  year  1916.  The  exact 
totitl  WHS  $1,0''.0.8'0,416,  and  this  was  a  decided  increase  over  the 
$SOT.0 1-2,1  S-_>  of  1015.  the  $'.0.").511,552  in  1905,  and  the  $303,470,706 
in  If^!).").  Tlicse  were  mainly  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  not  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States  and  certain  other  products  grown  in  oui" 
insular  territ<iries. 

Sugar  heads  the  list,  with  imports  valued  at  $314,000,000  in  the 
fiscal  year  1916.  That  sum  represents  an  increase  of  $57,000,000  over 
1915  "and  of  $156,000,000  over  1914.    India  rubber,  gutta-percha, 
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gutta  joolatong,  and  other  substitutes  for  rubber  showed  imports  in 
1916  valued  at  $159,000,000  as  against  $86,000,000  in  the  preceding 
year.  Imports  of  raw  silk  amounted  in  value  to  $124,000,000,  a  50 
per  cent  increase  over  1915 ;  coffee,  $116,000,000,  an  increase  of  about 
8  per  cent  over  1915 ;  fibers  other  than  flax,  $56,000,000,  an  increafie  of 
almost  50  per  cent;  fruits  and  nuts,  $55,000,000,  a  very  slight  in- 
crease; raw  cotton,  $40,000,000,  an  increase  of  about  70  per  cent; 
tobacco  and  its  manufactures,  $38,000,000,  a  decrease  of  about 
$2,750,000;  and  cocoa  and  chocolate,  $36,000,000,  an  increase  of  50 
per  cent  over  1915. 

Other  important  items  in  this  group  are  vegetable  oils,  $34,000,000, 
against  $25,000,000  in  1915;  tea,  $21,000,000.  compared  with  $18,000,- 
000  hist  year;  gums,  $15,000,000,  against  $12,000,000  in  1915;  dye- 
woods  and  extracts,  $10,000,000,  against  $5,000,000  in  1915;  spices, 
$9,000,000,  against  $6,000,000  in  1915;  indigo,  $8,000,000,  against 
$1,600,000  in  the  preceding  year;  rice,  $6,200,000,  aaainst  $6,400,000 
in  1915;  and  cabinet  woods,  $4,000,000,  against  $4,300,000  in  1915. 
Feathers,  ivory,  sago  and  tapioca,  vanilla  beans,  licorice  root,  opium, 
quinine-bearing  barks,  and  sponges,  in  sums  varying  from  about 
$3,000,000  down  to  less  than  $1,000,000  each,  complete  the  list  of  the 
more  important  tropical  and  subtropical  products  imported. 

The  following  shows  the  growth  in  the  quantity  of  specified  tropical 
products  imported  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  and 
its  tropical  islands,  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii : 


Articles. 

1905 

Poun/t. 

4,517,000,000 

1,051.000,000 

665,000,000 

•  68,000,000 

109,000,000 

S5, 000, 000 

74,000,000 

103,000,000 

53,000,000 

35,000,000 

22,000,000 

1915 

191) 

Pn.ir,,/., 
7,28     '        'K)0 
1,12             1110 

78  ,'         »)0 

19   ,  '           r!)0 

28'  'i    '  'HO 

m  ,',  ',i<io 

19.'.i))«i,  mlO 
97,11(1),  1100 
60,()0(I,IKX) 
5:*,aiO,O0O 
31,000,000 

Pounds. 

7,  filK,  000,001 

1.204,000,000 

1,  OOfl,  0<«),  000 

30«,con  oflo 

Ilnhher  etc 

Rloe          

208, 000,  OOD 

Cotton                .    ,.,,....-.--.....•.-—-...•...•-•..... 

23.3  000,000 

2-13  000  000 

110,0O.),000 
Si,O):i,000 

55,(X)(i,oao 

42,000,000 

■Includes  rubber  and  gutta  perclia  only  for  1905. 

"Imports  of  merchandise  by  articles  and  countries,  1911-1915," 
may  be  bought  for  the  nominal  price  of  30  cents  either  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  dis- 
trict offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

aiKECT  KESULTS  FEOM  "  FOEEIGN  TRADE  OPPOETTJNITIES." 

The  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce in  New  York  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  frOm  the  manager  of  a 
general  export  commission  house  in  that  city,  stating  that  as  a  direct 
result  of  answering  a  foreign  trade  opportunity  announcement  pub- 
lished in  CoJiMERCE  Reports  it  has  secured  orders  from  a  foreign 
electrical  supply  house  for  goods  amounting  to  $25,000,  and  that  per- 
manent and  profitable  connections  have  been  made  with  firms  in  Great 
Britain.  The  export  firm  further  states  that  as  a  result  of  reading 
the  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  column  it  has  secured  new  business 
in  the  Far  East,  Latin  America,  and  Scandinavian  countries  for  auto- 
mobile tires,  hosiery,  potatoes,  apples,  oleomargarine,  and  music. 
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AMEBICAH  CONSTTLAS  OFFICEBS  OH  LEA7S  OP  ABSEHCE. 

Tlie  follovring  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kame. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tsoue. 

AddKS. 

Albert,  Talhot  J 

Hanover,  Germany. . . 
Calsary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. 
Georgetown,  Oniana. . 

Port  Llmon,  Costa 
Hica. 

Corinto,  Nicaragua 

Swatow,  China 

Uamburg,  Gennaoy.. 

Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  ICIqaebm. . . 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 

D^.  25 
Nov.  18 

Doc.  23 

Nov.  25 

Dec  31 
Dec  30 
Dec.     1 

Jan.    IS 

Dec.     1 
Dec.  11 

Dec  25 
...do.... 
Dec  30 

Department  of  State,  Wasfalngton  D.  C 

Sadgerties,  Ulster  Cmmty,  K.'Y.  ' 

Chambcrlin ,  George  E 

Donaldson,  Chester 

C/o  E.  L.  ChamberUn,  WotKlxtoek  Vtl- 

ley.  Conn.,  until  Dee.  17. 
31  Bmoe  Avenue,  Yonkats,  N.  Y. 

OamoD,  John  A 

Glen  Ellyn,  01. 

129  Main  Ptreet,  Bridgepert,  Coon. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-aeoood 

lIoTKan.  Uenry  11.......... 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Street  and  Broadway.  l4ew  York  Otr. 
Department  of  State.  Washington.  D.  C. 

flpahr,  Herman  L 

"Do. 

WInslow,  Edwud  D ....... . 

Watson,  John  J.C 

C/o  District  Office,  Burean  of  Foceifa 
and  Domestic  Commeree,  S0«  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  III. 

223fi  Q  Stnet,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.Cl 

Wlllrlch,  Oehhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 

Do. 

JAPAN  SENDDTO  PAPER  PITLP  ACBOSS  THE  PACmC. 

lEIxtract  from  Japan  Times,  forwarded  by  Constil  General  George  n.  Scldmore,  Toko- 

bama,  Oct  8.] 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  development  of  the  manufacture  of 

Eaper  pulp  in  Hokkaido  and  Karafuto  by  the  report  that  Japan  is 
Bcoming  a  pulp  exporter  to  America  and  India.  Since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  in  Europe  the  manufacture  of  papM"  pulp  has  been  well 
maintained,  as  all  the  circumstances  are  in  favor  of  its  development 
Dense  forests  in  Hokkaido  and  Karafuto  supply  excellent  material, 
while  coal  and  sulphur  are  cheap.  Japan,  indeed,  is  more  favorably 
8itua>d  than  Scandinavian  countries  in  these  respects. 

The  pulp  market  here  remains  heavy,  and  prices  are  belo^  those 
quoted  in  Sweden  and  Norway.  Not  only  are  there  no  imports  of 
pulp  inco  Japan  at  present,  but  it  is  easy  for  Japanese  manufacturers 
to  compete  in  Europe  and  America,  at  least  as  far  as  prices  are  con- 
cerned. 

(A  rc'iwrt  on  the  wood-pulp  surplus  In  Japan  was  published  In  Comuercb 
Reports  for  Sept.  12,  1016.] 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DIHTRICT  OFFICES. 

N'RIT  YORK :  Room  409,  Cnslomhouie. 

Ht^TON:  I  HOI  runtnmbooiie. 

CHU'AtiO:  &<>4  Vedrral  BnlMlag. 

HT.  MM  IK:  402  Third  Nalioaa]  Bank  Bslldiag. 

ATLANTA:  581   Po«l  Offlcr  Bnlldlmr. 

NEW  ORLEANS:  lUSO  HIbrrnIn  Rink  Building. 

8AN  FRANCISCO:  807  Cniitonihaaie. 

BEATTLE:  848  HroT/  BaildlBg. 


COOPEBATIVB  OFFICES. 

riiETELAND:  Chamber  of  Coaaeree. 
ri>riN\'ATI :  Chtnber  of  Coameree. 
CINflMfATI :  C,  V.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOH  ANOELBS:  Chwber  of  Comneree. 
PUILADELPHU:  Ckinber  of  Courree. 
rHATTANOOGA:  Sonth  American  Ageat,  Soitk- 

ern  R;.  Co. 
PORTiaND,  OKE«.:  Chamber  of  ComaerM. 
D&nONt  flreater  DaytoB  AaaoelaU*!. 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBNHENT  STTPFLIES  AlTD  CONSTBTJCTION. 

[Correspondence  sbonld  be  direct  wltb  tbe  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed- In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
sbonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  ol  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.  ] 

Telephone  cable  connection,  etc.,  No.  3812. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C, 
until  December  18,  1916,  for  a  telephone  cable  connection  between  the 
Pacific  Coast  Torpedo  Station,  Keyport,  Wash.,  and  the  Puget  Sound  Navy 
Yard;  also  an  electric  power  transmission  line  from  the  Olympic  Power 
Company's  pole  line  to  the  radio  building  at  the  above-named  torpedo  sta- 
tion. Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  EKhJls  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Building  con»tmction,  No.  3813. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  14, 
1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  quarantine  officers'  quarters  at 
United  States  Quarantine  Station,  Cape  Charles,  Va.  Drawings  and  speci- 
fications may  be  obtained  from  tbe  custodian  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  or  at 
the  above-named  ofilce. 

liavy  Department  supplies.  No.  3814. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  381,  packing 
boxes  in  shocks,  diphenylamine,  5  h.  p.  Induction  motor,  steel  tank,  and 
iron  casing  single-stage  centrifugal  pump;  schedule  SS2,  seamless  annealed 
copper  tubing,  bard  drawn  rod  torpedo  bronze,  lead  In  strips  A-inch  by 
i-Incb  in  colls  of  200  pounds,  common  steel  bars,  common  plate  steel,  screw 
steel  and  steel  (shapes)  angles;  schedule  383,  40-ton  platform  scale,  rail- 
road type  platform  scale  metal  parts  only,  adjustable  round  dies,  straight 
shank  drills,  files,  air-pressure  gauges,  and  headless  set  steel  screws; 
schedule  384,  furnishing  and  installing  outfits  for  carrying  away  smoke 
and  fumes;  schedule  385,  Morse  taper  shank  high-speed  drills,  and  white- 
oak  timber ;  schedule  387,  brass  tubing,  various  diameter,  roiled  brass  nuts, 
brass  rivets,  brass  angles,  rolled  naval  brass,  annealed  sheet  brass,  hard 
rolled  bar  copper,  steel  angles,  cold  rolled  flat  bar  steel,  medium  bar  rivet 
steel,  and  rolled  sheet  zinc;  schedule  388,  cork  dlsl^,  leather  washers, 
gaskets,  bushings,  |-lnch  brass  pipe  plugs,  galvanized  steel  wire  rope, 
phosphor  bronze  wire,  galvanized  steel  bolts,  i-plnt  oil  cans,  hasps,  hinges, 
etc.,  pliers,  punches,  screw  drivers,  etc.,  flat  steel  rivets,  galvanized  steel 
shacldes,  thimbles,  turnbuckles,  etc.,  helical  steel  springs,  and  galvanized 
steel  washers;  schedule  389,  4-cycIe  gasoline  engines;  schedule  3i90,  grind-- 
ing  machines,  and  grinding  outfit  for  grinding  primer  stocks;  schedule 
391,  Universal  plate  i-inch  cutter,  grinder  and  cutter,  18-Inch  by  12-foot 
bed  lathe,  10-lnch  engine  lathe,  3-lnch  by  36-inch  turret  lathe,  16-inch 
engine  lathe,  60-lnch  drilling  and  melting  boring  machine,  sensitive  driHIng 
belt-driven  one-spindle  machines,  grinding  machines,  10-iuch  by  24-inch 
grinding  machine,  heavy  milling  machine.  Universal  milling  machine,  high- 
power  milling  machine,  and  milling  bench  machines;  schedule  302,  blue- 
printing machine;  schedule  393,  disk  and  roll  sander  grinder;  schedule 
394,  steam-heated  sterilizing  outfits  and  portable  sterile  dressing  lockers 
(combination),  and  plunger  pumps. 

Post-office  constrvctioti.  No.  3815. — Scaletl  proposals  will  be  roceivod  at  tlio  Su- 
pervising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  26,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  post  office  at  Frederick,  Md. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  custodian  of 
the  site  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Miscellaneout  repairs.  No.  3810. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive*!  at  the  Su- 
pervising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  18,  1916,  for  miscellaneous  repairs,  new  roof,  etc.,  for  laundry 
building.  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  Washington.  D.  C.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-name<l  office. 

Paper,  No.  3817. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot, 
United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  Novem- 
ber 23,  1916,  for  printing  5  reams  note  paper,  3  reams  typewriter  letter  pa- 
per, and  10  quires  note  paper.  Further  particulars  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  office. 
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Parklne-bonse    prodoots 

Paints 

Pharmaceutical   accessories. 

Pianos 

Pipes 

Pumps 23016.  23017 

Racks,   price  card 23019 


2301S 

23016 

23022 

23021 

23017 


FOSEIGH  TKADE  OFPOBIUJIiTilfB. 

Beserved  addresses  maj  be  obtained  from  the  Barcaa  and  its  Matotct  •■«•■.  Request 
for  i-ar-b  oprKirtunity  should  br  on  a  separate  sheet  and  vtmte  •pr«rtvBltr  aaaaher. 
Th<-  Borran  4o<>s  uot  fumisb  credit  ratines  or  assume  responsibUItjr  aa  to  tbe  standinc 
of  forriirn  lD<|iirers:  the  u^;aal  prerauiions  should  be  taken  In  all  caaes.  STmbois: 
•  K'f.'/rted  tiy  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  bv  commercial  attaches  and  eoBh 
mercial  agents;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  bj  the  Bnreao. 

JtniUn  and   encines 23017 

IVi"!"S    for  wat^r  coolers 23015 

fonlnKf 23016 

C'ri/'kiTjr  and  mi-tal  ware 23016 

I>.vuai:ios  and   specialties 23017 

KK'tric  taan  and  fixtures 23016 

Fill  torjr  (^uipmi-Dt 23017 

Kiour  and   provisions 23013 

Furniture 2:i016 

Glucose 23014 

GriuiKIones 23016 

Ilanlware 23016 

Iron    bolts   and   chains 23016 

Kitchen   uteosils 23016 

Lafl'lcrs 23020 

I^titfins 23016 

Machinery 2n017 

Motors  and  motor  vehicles 23017 

Kails 23016 

23013.t — A  flrm  In  Porto  Rico,  having  agents  in  all  Important  towns,  desires  to 
communicate  witli  American  exporters  of  packLing-lionae  products  and  provi- 
sions of  all  Idnds,  desiring  a  general  agency  In  that  island. 

23014.t — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Switzerland  desires  to  represent  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  of  glucose. 


Sanitary   fixtures 

Stationery 

Stoves 


23016 
23018 
2:  >t6 
23U22 
2.<«>22 
23016 
2S017 


Syringes 

Thermometers,  rllnlral 

Tobacco 

Tools,   machinists' 

Typewriters 23016, 23018 

Water  filters 23016 

Weighing  machines 23016 

Window  glass 23016 


jlass  bottles  or  Jars  for  water 


23015.* — A  flrm  In  Canada  Is  in  the  morket  for 
coolers. 

23016.* — ^An  Import  flrm  in  West  Africa  desires  to  enter  Into  commwciol  reU- 
tions  with  American  manufacturers  of  electric  flxtures,  sanitary  fixtures, 
iron  and  wooden  furniture,  kitchen  utensils,  enameled  ware,  alnmlnam 
ware,  nickel  ware,  crockery,  water  filters,  cook  stoves,  lanterns,  iron  bolts 
and  nails,  loclu,  window  glass,  iron  chains,  rope  and  cordage,  oil  stoves, 
weighing  machines  (metric  system),  grindstones,  stationery,  pumps,  hard- 
ware, electric  fans,  typewriters,  leaf  tobacco,  and  paints.  Correspondence 
in  French. 

23017. t — A  Scandinavian  business  man  who  has  been  in  the  United  States  four 
years  will  shortly  return  to  his  native  country.  He  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  with  a  view  to  establishing  sales  agencies 
in  Norway  and  Sweden  for  general  machinery  and  factory  equipment, 
paper-making  machinery,  motors  and  motor  vehicles,  water  pipes  and 
pumps,  steam  boilers,  armatures,  steam  engines,  electric  dynamos  and  spe- 
cialties, and  machinists'  tools.    References. 

23018.* — A  commission  merchant  In  Spain  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  an 
American  typewriter. 

23019.* — A  flrm  in  Canada  is  in  the  market  for  "  purchase  price  card  racks." 

23020.* — Quotations  are  desired  In  a  foreign  colonial  possession  on  ladders 
standing  ,30  feet.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  bureau 
or  its  district  offices. 

23021.* — A  Ann  In  Central  America  is  In  the  market  for  two  or  three  pianos, 
upright,  ebony  finish,  costing  from  $250  to  $300  f.  o.  b.  New  York  Oty. 
Additional  orders  may  be  placed  later.  These  planes  should  be  built  for 
the  Tropics  to  withstand  atmospheric  conditions.    References. 

23(t22.* — A  flrm  in  France  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
clinical  tiiermometers,  syringes,  and  similar  pharmaceutical  accessories. 


VTASHINQTON  :  QOVEBNUBKT  FBtKTIKO  OVFICX  :  UK 
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TAMPICO'S  on  SHIFMEirrS  FOE  SEPTEMBEE. 
[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Tampico,  Mexico,  Oct  11.] 

Declared  exports  of  crude  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  the 
Tampico  distnct  to  the  United  States  in  September,  1916,  reached 
a  total  of  1,900,689  barrels  (42  gallons  each),  or  some  214,000  barrels 
less  than  in  August.  Of  the  total,  1,329,337  barrels  were  shipped 
from  Tampico  and  571,352  from  Tuxpam.  Shipments  to  points 
other  than  the  United  States  are  reported  as  126,435  barrels  from 
Tampico  and  420,497  from  Tuxpam.  Therefore  the  total  oil  move- 
ment from  the  Tampico  fields  during  September  reached  2,447,621 
barrels,  compared  with  the  August  total  of  2,872,939  barrels. 

As  usual,  only  crude  oil  was  shipped  from  Tuxpam,  and  nearly 
one-third  of  the  total  went  to  Coatzacoalcos,  Mexico,  for  refining 

Surposes.    The  Tampico  movement  included  81,572  barrels  of  re- 
uced  crude,  83,807  barrels  of  fuel  oil,  78,500  barrels  of  distillate, 
19,618  of  gas  oil,  and  1,705  of  kerosene. 


CANADIAN  SHIFBUILSmO  FROOBESS. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswicli,  Nov.  1.] 

The  ways  at  the  Bentley  yard  at  West  Advocate,  Nova  Scotia,  were 
cleared  bythe  launching,  on  October  30,  of  the  three  masted  schooner 
Cumberland  County,  419  tons  register,  and  a  larger  vessel,  it  is  re- 
ported, will  be  laid  down  immediately  and  finished  as  rapidly  as  is 
consistent  with  good  workmanship.  The  Cumberland  County  was 
chartered  to  load  lumber  for  a  Cuban  port  prior  to  taking  the  water. 

The  Canadian  Lumberman  reprints  from  the  Liverpool  (England) 
Journal  of  Commerce  a  statement  regarding  Canadian  shipbuilding. 
It  says : 

It  has  been  hinted  that  Messrs.  Vlckera  &  Co.  contemplate  a  consldernble 
expansion  In  Canada,  and  there  Is  linked  with  the  name  of  this  Arm  that  of 
Messrs.   Yarrow,  of  Scotstown,  who   already   are  directly  interested   In  an 
«n09°-16  641 
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extremely  important  ship-repairing  and  shipbuilding  enterprise  on  the  west 
coast  of  Canada.  The  Arm  of  Sir  W.  Q.  Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co.  realized 
the  potentialities  of  Canada  for  shipbuilding  purposes  and  has  been  engaged  for 
some  time  there.  It  is  further  interesting  to  hear  the  suggestion  that  Messrs. 
Cammell,  Laird  &  Co.,  and  also  Messrs.  Jolm  Brown  &  Co.,  Clydebank,  are  on 
the  point  of  laying  plans  for  shipbuilding  in  Canada. 

The  Dominion  Government  is  offering  inducements  to  these  lirms,  and  it  may 
be  announced  in  the  future  that  Canada  will  be  building  many  of  its  own  ships. 

[An  article  on  the  revival  of  shipbuilding  interest  in  Nova  Scotia  was  pub- 
lished In  Commerce  Reports  for  July  14,  1916.] 


FBEITCH  COlOnSSION  ON  AOBICULTTJEAL  HACEmEBY. 

[Commercial  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz,  Paris,  Oct.  27.J 

The  French  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  recently  established  a 
commission  on  farming  machinery  (Commission  de  la  Culture 
Mecanique^  to  study  the  problem  involved  in  the  employment  after 
the  war  of  improved  machmery  for*  farming  purposes.  In  the  report 
accompanying  the  decree  which  establishes  the  commission,  the  Min- 
ister has  outlined  the  work  which  that  body  is  called  upon  to  accom- 
plish. 

It  is  estimated  that  200  farm  tractors  have  been  purchased  since 
the  war,  and  that  this  number  could  be  increased  to  2,000  immediately 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  To  satisfy  the  needs  of  French 
farms  in  this  direction,  there  should  be  added  to  these  2,000  tractors 
110,000  plows,  60,000  harrows,  22,000  sowing  machines,  and  5,000 
reapers.  It  is  particularly  pointed  out  that  in  order  to  furnish  this 
large  quantity  of  farm  appliances  it  is  indispensable  not  to  wait  until 
the  end  of  hostilities,  and  to  ascertain  first  of  all  to  what  extent  French 
makers  of  agricultural  machinery  can  satisfy  these  needs  and,  subse- 
quently, to  get  in  touch  with  foreign  manufacturers  in  order  to 
assure  the  necessary  imports.  It  is  equally  indispensable  to  work 
out  the  financial  arrangements  that  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
great  majority  of  farmers  to  acquire  this  equipment,  and  to  furnish 
the  necessary  means  to  the  agricultural  organizations  that  will  have 
to  be  created  in  order  to  facilitate  the  solution  of  the  financial 
problems  growing  out  of  so  extensive  a  program.  In  this  connec- 
tion the  intervention  and  assistance  of  the  Government  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

Moreover,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  points  out  that  French 
manufacturers  should  be  furnished  with  the  information  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  build  the  machines  and  appliances  that  are  best 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  soil.  It  has  oriten  been  assumed  that 
France  is  a  country  of  large  farms,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  so- 
called  large  landed  estates  (those  having  more  than  100  acres)  num- 
ber only  138,000  in  a  total  of  5,688,000  farm  units. 

Finally,  to  operate  the  innumerable  machines  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  employed  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  France,  there 
will  be  need  of  an  army  of  trained  mechanics,  and  of  persons  com- 
petent to  run  these  appliances,  but  the  farming  youth  of  France  has 
not  generally  received  the  technical  education  that  is  necessary. 
Hence,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  urges  that  steps  be  taken  at  (Mice 
to  train  young  men  for  these  tasks. 
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TfiOLLEY  SYSTEM  FSOFOSED  FOB  EDINBUBOH. 

[Consul  Rufus  Fleming,  Bdlnburgb,  Scotland,  Oct.  28.] 

Edinburgh's  town  council  resolved  some  months  ago  to  take  over 
and  operate  the  street  railway  sj'stem,  which  consists  of  cable  lines. 
It  was  built  by  the  city  in  1898  and  leased  for  21  years  to  a  private 
company,  at  an  annual  rental  of  7  per  cent  on  the  invested  capital  of 
£1,300,000  ($6,326,450).  A  committee  of  experts  was  appointed  by 
the  council  to  consider  what  method  of  traction  should  be  adopted  on 
the  expiration  of  the  lease  to  the  private  company  on  June  30,  1919. 
This  committee  has  reported  in  favor  of  an  overhead  electric  trolley 
system. 

The  capital  required  for  the  installation  and  equipment  of  an  ex- 
tended system — 25  miles  of  existing  double  track,  and  9  miles  exten- 
sion— is  estimated  at  £936,500  ($4,557,477),  compared  with  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  £1,335,750  ($6,500,427)  for  an  electric  conduit  system, 
with  no  extension  of  lines. 

Would  Start  Work  at  Once  on  Overhead  System. 

The  committee  finds  that  it  is  practicable  to  begin  the  installation 
of  the  overhead  system  immediately,  and  to  have  it  ready  for  opera- 
tion on  the  expiration  of  the  present  lease.  The  corporation's  elec- 
tric-power station,  now  under  construction,  will  supply  ample  current 
for  the  proposed  new  electric  tramways. 

Opinion  in  the  town  council,  as  well  as  public  opinion,  seems  to  be 
sharply  divided  between  the  conduit  and  overhead  systems,  and  final 
action  may  be  considerably  delayed. 


CAKADIAN  BASK  DnEBESTED  DT  TBADE  WITH  ITAIT. 

[Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  Nov.  10.] 

It  is  announced  that  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  has  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  British-Italian  Corporation.  An  agreement  was 
signed  in  London  in  March  last  between  the  I^ondon  County  and 
Westminster  Bank  (Ltd.)  and  Lloyds  Bank  (Ltd.)  on  one  side,  as 
representing  a  British  financial  group,  and  the  Credit©  Italiano  on 
the  other  side,  as  representing  an  Italian  financial  group,  for  the 
constitution  of  a  British  company,  to  be  called  the  British-Italian 
Corporation,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  £1,000,000  ($4,867,000  at 
the  normal  exchange  rate),  and  the  constitution  also  of  an  Italian 
company  under  the  style  of  the  Compagnia  Italo-Britannica,  with  a 
capital  of  10,000,000  lire  ($1,930,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate). 
The  object  of  the  two  companies  is  the  development  of  the  economic 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  Italy  and  thepromotion  of  under- 
takings in  the  commercial  and  industrial  field  in  Italy.  The  com- 
panies will  work  in  close  association.  They  will  carry  on  the  kind 
of  financial  business  conducted  by  ConlSnental  banlcs,  and  more 
especially  by  the  banks  of  Germany,  for  the  purpose  of  fostering 
trade  and  assisting  manufacturers.  The  organization  marks  a  new 
departure  Of  great  importance,  and  the  participation  of  the  Cana- 
dian Bank  of  Commerce  in  the  undertaking  is  the  welding  of  a  finan- 
cial link  which  ultimately  will  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  Canadian 
trade  and  commerce. 
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FOBEION  SHIPS  IN  DOHOnCAH  COASTWISE  TEASE. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  J.  yon  Ziellnskl,  Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  Bepabllc,  Not.  3.] 

A  decree  has  recently  been  published  which  permits  foreign  ships 
to  enter  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  Dominican  Kepublic  in  case  there 
are  no  Dominican  ships  available  at  the  time  of  shipment.  This  per- 
mission is  of  considerable  advantage  to  American  ships,  which 
almost  entirely  frequent  these  ports.  In  the  past  it  was  impossible 
to  take  goods  from  one  Dominican  port  to  another,  and  as  there 
were  practically  no  native  ships  tradmg  between  the  port  of  Santo 
Domingo  and  any  port  north  of  La  Romana  all  commerce  was 
stopped,  because  no  roads  lead  from  the  southern  to  the  northern 
part.  The  first  ship  that  was  able  to  take  advantage  of  this  new 
rule  was  the  American  steamer  Iroquou^  which  about  a  week  ago 
took  a  cargo  worth  more  than  $20,000  from  here  to  Samann,  Sanchez, 
and  Puerto  Plata. 

In  order  to  facilitate  prompt  action,  arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby  the  shipping  companies  are  notified  24  hours  ahead  whether 
or  not  tliey  can  take  cargo. 

Santo  Domingo  a  Distributing  Center. 

Santo  Domingo  city  is  the  principal  import  center  of  the  Kepublic, 
and  goods  are  dipped  here  from  the  United  States  for  distributioji 
over  a  considerable  part  of  the  country.  The  majority  of  exclusive 
agencies  are  held  by  local  concerns,  and  up  to  now  they  were  unable 
to  take  full  advantage  of  their  rights  in  selling  the  goods,  as  they 
could  only  ship  them  with  great  delay  and  diflSculty  on  small 
schooners. 

Any  arrangement  which  facilitates  better  selling  possibilities  for 
the  local  agents  will  naturally  benefit  the  American  manufacturer 
whom  they  represent. 

NEW  OEEIIAN  INSUEANCE  COIIPANY  FDR  UNSAFE  BISKS. 

[Consul  General  Julius  O.  Iiay,  Berlin.  Oct  17.] 

More  than  10  per  cent  of  those  persons  who  apply  for  life  insur- 
ance in  Germany  annually  are  refused.  As  the  war  has  demon- 
strated the  necessity  for  all  classes  of  people  to  carry  insurance,  a 
movement  was  begim  to  form  a  company  that  would  insure  all  per- 
sons refused  by  the  usual  life  injBurance  organizations.  Toward  the 
end  of  1915  the  directors  of  the  Stuttgart  Insurance  Association 
called  together  the  representatives  of  the  20  most  prominent  German 
life  insurance  companies  in  order  to  formulate  rates  and  conditions 
for  the  insurance  of  unsafe  risks.  All  the  representatives  agreed 
that  a  great  gap  in  the  organization  of  life  insurance  would  be  filled 
if  a  company  could  be  formed  which  could  insure  persons  who  had 
hitherto  been  refused. 

The  outcome  of  these  negotiations  was  the  establishment  of  a  new 
company  called  "Die  Hilfe"  ("The  Aid"),  which  has  a  capital  of 
3,000,000  marks  ($714,000),  all  of  which  was  subscribed  by  the  par- 
ticipating life  insurance  companies.  To  date  18  large  life  insurance 
companies  have  contributed  to  the  new  company,  many  of  them 
well  known  in  German  insurance  circles — such  as  the  Victoria,  the 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  the  Berlin  Life  Insurance  Co.,  the  Concordia, 
and  the  Wilhelma. 
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Work  and  Organization  of  Hew  Company. 

An  economic  journal  thus  summarizes  the  work  and  organization 
of  the  new  company : 

The  Individual  company  relinquishes  Its  quota  of  "unsafe  risks,"  which  Is 
relatively  small  as  compared  with  the  total  volume  of  business,  In  favor  of  the 
central  organization,  the  "Hllfe."  While  this  fact  alone  may  be  regarded  as 
an  advance  In  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  insurance  of  abnormal  lives, 
toward  which  many  vain  attempts  have  been  made  by  various  companies,  a 
further  advantage  Is  that  a  considerable  saving  can  be  effected  in  the  expendi- 
tures for  canvassing  and  for  fighting  competition  as  "  die  Hilfe  "  engages  in 
business  solely  through  the  medium  of  the  companies  to  which  it  is  annexed 
and,  consequently,  can  dispense  with  a  special  canvassing  service. 

The  "Hilfe"  accepts  requests  for  insurance  up  to  100,000  marks  ($23,800) 
without  question.  From  the  first  year  after  the  insurance  was  written  the 
Individual  underwriter  participates  in  the  net  profit  according  to  the  amount 
of  annual  premium  collected.  If  death  occurs  during  tlie  first  year,  only  tlie 
premium  paid  in  will  be  paid  to  the  heirs ;  if  it  occurs  during  the  second  year, 
half  of  the  amount  Insured  will  be  refunded  ;  and  from  the  third  year  on  the  full 
amount  will  be  paid.  The  new  company.  In  its  Inclplency,  made  provision  for 
war  Insurance. 

Without  doubt  this  new  organization  is  an  important  advance  in 
the  realm  of  life  insurance.  The  new  company  is  greeted  with  satis- 
faction in  insurance  circles,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  the  problem 
of  the  persons  denied  insurance  wiU  be  largely  solved.  In  this  new 
undertaking,  the  companies  concerned  represent  more  than  half  of 
the  entire  German  life-insurance  business.  A  similar  movement  has 
been  started  in  Austria-Hungary,  and  it  also  will  doubtless  mate- 
rialize if  the  German  imdertaking  is  successful. 


THIBD  BKAZTT.TAN  FBTTIT  EXPOSITIOH. 

(Consul  Qeneral  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  L.  Gottschalk,  Rto  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  10.] 

Announcement  has  just  been  made  by  the  Permanent  Commission 
in  charge  of  Brazilian  expositions  that  the  third  annual  exposition- 
fair  of  fruits,  vegetables,  flowers,  ^rden  crops,  and  derived  indus- 
tries will  be  opened  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  January  28  next  and  will 
last  for  eight  days.  The  Federal  Government  is  taking  a  decided 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  so  is  the  National  Society  of  Agriculture, 
and  the  Permanent  Exposition  Commission  itself,  which  is  composed 
of  men  of  prominence,  is  throwing  all  its  influence  into  making  the 
affair  a  success. 

There  is  here  an  opportunity  for  North  Americans  to  exhibit  their 
wares,  and  not  only  to  make  their  products  known  and  sought  after 
in  Brazil  but  possibly  in  competition  to  win  some  of  the  many 
diplomas  and  awards  that  are  offered.  At  a  similar  exposition  here 
in  the  past  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  23  and  June  24,  1916] 
one  American  firm  carried  off  two  first  prizes  and  highest  awards 
for  brooders  and  incubators,  and  another  won  a  first  prize  for  its 
exhibit  of  raisins  and  dried  fruits. 

The  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  general  will  be  glad  to  put  any 
Americans  who  may  be  interested  in  this  matter  in  touch  with  the 
proper  persons  here.  It  should  be  remembered  that  it  takes  about 
three  weeks  for  a  letter  from  the  United  States  to  reach  its  destina- 
tion in  Brazil,  so  there  is  not  as  much  time  in  which  to  make  arrange- 
ments as  would  at  first  sight  appear. 

[In  this  connection  the  review  of  the  Brazilian  fruit  trade  that  was  published 
In  CoMiiKBCK  Repobts  for  Feb.  17, 1916,  should  be  of  interest] 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Q4Qf  COHM£BCE  BEPOKEB. 

CONSTBUCnOH  WOBX. 

CAXAOA. 

[CoDSDl  E.  Verne  Rlcbardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Nor.  2.] 
Xoncton  Enlarges  Its  Telephone  Ezchaage. 

To  provide  accommodation  for  the  increased  staff  necessitated  by 
an  increased  number  of  subscribers  the  New  Brunswick  Telephone 
Co.  (Ltd.)  is  building  extensive  additions  to  its  Moncton  exchange. 
The  frontage  of  the  present  structure  is  18  feet  and  the  depth  52  feet 
The  addition  will  run  back  for  24  feet  at  the  18-foot  width  and  at 
an  increased  width  of  25  feet  for  34  feet.  The  building  will  be  two 
stories  in  height,  built  of  brick,  with  graystone  facings.  The  founda- 
tions will  be  of  concrete,  the  idea  being  to  make  the  premises  fire- 
proof throughout.  In  its  interior  arrangements  the  enlarged  ex- 
change will  show  many  improvements  designed  to  facilitate  the 
operation  of  the  service  and  to  provide  conveniences  for  the  em- 
ployees. 

The  telephone  installations  on  this  circuit  now  total  about  1,725, 
which  include  150  new  connections  since  the  beginning  of  the  cur- 
i-ent  calendar  year. 

SOlONIGAir  BEFUBUC. 

[Vice  Consal  Carl  H.  J.  von  ZlellnsU,  Santo  Domingo,  Not.  8.] 
Xaterlal  for  Hew  Castomhonse. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  new  customhouse  at  Santo 
Domingo  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Alfonseca,  of  Santo  Domingo, 
he  being  the  lowest  bidder. 

A  copy  of  the  requirements  giving  in  detail  the  work  to  be  done 
is  transmitted  herewith,  together  with  the  estimates  of  the  several 
bidders,  which  range  from  $37,004  to  $61,217.  American  firms  should 
at  once  get  in  toucn  with  the  successful  contractor  in  order  to  find  a 
sale  for  the  material  needed  by  him  to  construct  the  building.  Plans 
of  the  same  were  furnished  by  the  Director  General  of  Public  Works 
and  the  announcement  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August 
24, 1916. 

[The  copy  of  the  requirements  referred  to,  with  the  estimates  of  the  several 
bidders,  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Aq6  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81878.] 

ib£iano. 

[Vice  Consul  Cbarlcs  C  Broy,  Dublin,  Oct  10.] 
Bebnllding  of  Seitroyed  fortlon  of  Dublin. 

It  is  understood  that  architects  are  beginning  work  on  plans  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the  portion  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  destroyed  in 
April,  1916.  The  buildings  totally  or  partly  destroyed  numbered 
about  200,  nearlv  all  of  which  were  in  the  business  section  of  the  city. 
The  loss,  including  buildings  and  contents,  has  been  estimated  at 
about  $12,000,000.  A  plan  of  the  district  in  which  most  of  the  prop- 
erty loss  occurred  accompanies  this  report  [and  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  8182-t|. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  suppliers  of  building  material  might 
communicate  with  the  architects  in  Dublin.    It  is  believed  that  most 
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of  them  will  have  some  of  the  work  and  probably  determine  in  many 
cases  the  materials  to  be  used  in  the  new  buildings. 

American  firms  desiring  to  secure  a  part  of  this  business  are  also 
advised  to  communicate  with  the  local  contractors.  Tliey  will  prob- 
ably have  most  of  the  bitilding  contracts. 

Vse  of  Old  Xaterial. 

It  is  understood  that  in  the  reconstruction  a  considerable  amount 
of  old  material,  where  fit  for  such  use,  will  be  used  again.  This  will 
probably  be  the  case  princij^ally  in  brick  structures  where  the  old 
bricks  have  not  been  too  badly  damaged.  It  is  expected  that  brick 
and  stone  will  be  used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  new  buildings, 
but  a  quantity  of  structural  iron  and  steel  will  also  doubtless  be 
required.  Slate  is  used  very  largely  for  roofing  in  Dublin.  Not 
many  elevators  are  likely  to  be  installed.  Few  buildings  here  exceed 
four  stories,  and  manv  are  only  three  in  height. 

Lists  of  the  principal  premises  totally  or  partly  destroyed^  by 
street  and  number,  with  the  names  of  the  principal  occupants  of 
each  place  and  the  nature  of  the  business  conducted  therein  are 
transmitted.  From  this  list  interested  firms  will  be  able  to  get  a 
general  idea  of  the  classes  of  supplies  that  will  be  required  in  the 
equipment  of  the  new  buildings  to  be  constructed,  as  in  many  cases 
the  new  buildings  will  be  used  for  the  same  purposes  as  the  old  and 
by  the  old  occupants. 

[The  names  of  the  architects  and  contractors  in  Dublin,  also  the  names  of 
the  principal  occupants  of  the  Uestroye<l  area,  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  81824.] 

BPAIH. 

[Conaiil  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Bareeloaa.] 

Xnnlcipal  Sebool  Bnildin;i  in  Barcelona. 

An  elaborate  plan  for  the  construction  of  public  schools  is  being 
considered  by  the  municipality  of  Barcelona,  and  if  it  be  adopted, 
although  the  contracts  will  probably  be  awarded  to  Spanish  firms, 
the  carrying  out  of  the  work  may  involve  the  purchase  of  material 
outside  of  the  country. 

There  are  at  present  15,000  pupils  enrolled  in  the  municipal  schools 
of  Barcelona.  Of  these  2,500  arc  in  schools  owned  by  the  city  and 
12,500  in  other  quarters,  for  which  the  city  paid  nearly  $50,000  in 
rents  last  year.  This  number  of  pupils  added  to  48,000  in  private 
schools  makes  a  total  of  63,000,  but  there  were  recently  82,237  chil- 
dren counted  in  Barcelona  between  the  ages  of  4  and  12. 

The  rents  paid  for  schools  represent  the  interest  at  4J  per  cent 
on  a  capital  of  $1,080,000,  with  the  likelihood  of  considerable  in- 
creases in  the  future. 
Orovps  of  Bnildlngs  to  be  Erected. 

In  1908  it  was  proposed  to  construct  four  groups  of  buildings, 
each  to  house  400  pupils,  or  a  total  of  1,600.  These  buildings  were 
to  cost  $435,600.  In  1912,  upon  the  initiative  of  a  reform  commis- 
sion, competitive  bids  were  received  for  a  project  to  accommodate 
20,000  scholars.  The  estimated  cost  was  $3,740,350.  It  is  now  sug- 
gested to  provide  for  37  groups  of  buildings  to  house  from  15,000 
to  18,000  pupils,  the  ground  for  10  groups  being  already  owned  by  the 
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miinicipality  and  that  for  the  remaining  27  groups  still  to  be  ac- 
quired. The  general  appropriations  for  housing  18,000  pupils,  added 
to  2,500  now  in  schools  owned  by  the  city,  would  provide  for  an 
increased  school  attendance  of  20,500.  Abandoning  the  rented  quar- 
ters the  estimated  expenses  to  the  city  for  ground,  construction  of 
37  groups  of  buildings,  plans,  direction,  and  unforeseen  outlays 
would  be  about  $2,025,000,  of  which  $1,321,020  is  to  be  devoted  to 
the  buildings. 

With  its  present  resources  the  city  will  require  10  years  for  the 
complete  development  of  the  project  in  question,  although  this  pe- 
riod may  perhaps  be  shortened.  Each  year  it  would  be  necessary 
to  build  three  or  four  groups,  which  would  house  about  1,800,  or  10 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  pupils  to  be  provided  for.  ITie 
rented  quarters  are  to  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  new  buildings  are 
available,  the  rents  thus  saved  to  be  applied  to  the  building  fund. 
The  creation  of  a  school  architectural  bureau  is  also  under  consid- 
eration, as  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  municipality. 

[Those  Interested  should  correspond,  In  Spanish,  with  the  persons  whose 
names  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cktmmerce 
or  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81817.] 


EXPOBTS  FBOH  POBT  UHON  TO  innTED  STATES. 

[Tlce  Consul  Albert  B.  PuUcd,  Port  LlmoD,  Costa  Rica,  Nov.  1.] 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  consular  district  of  Port  Limon 
for  the  United  States  during  the  first  10  months  of  1916,  according 
to  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  was  $3,372,090,  compared  with 
$2,753,712  during  the  similar  period  in  1916.  While  bananas  and 
coffee,  the  two  leading  articles  of  export,  show  good  increases,  sugar 
shows  the  greatest  gains.  The  following  table  gives  the  principal 
items  invoiced  for  the  10  months,  with  their  value : 


Articles. 

Jan.-Oot., 
1915. 

;an.-Oct, 
1910. 

Articles. 

Jan.-Oet, 
19IS. 

JaiJ.-0<!t, 
UM. 

Bananas  

11,979.651 
655.257 
64.780 
43  637 
36.180 
29.212 

t2, 150. 399 
785.060 
256.2*3 
66.233 

Rubber 

»27,2S0 
6,058 
11,107 

m,TS 

Coflae 

Gold   

guj;ar 

All  other  articles 

»,8M 

Total 

Catito 

2,753,712 

3,372,(m 

Cocoa  

38,528 

OCCULTING  BLINDS  FOB  BANOE  LIGHTS  TESTED. 

The  satisfactory  operation  of  new  occulting  mechanism  which  has 
been  tried  in  this  coimtry  is  reported  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Lighthouses.  The  outfits  were  manu:tactured  at  the  general  light' 
house  depot,  TompkinsviUe,  N.  Y.,  and  were  installed  on  two  fourth- 
order  range  lights  in  the  fourth  district.  They  were  designed  to 
replace  the  old-style  "pile  driver"  occulting  mechanisms.  E»ch 
consists  of  a  frame  placed  in  front  of  the  lens,  carrying  multiple 
vertical  metal  vanes  or  shutters  pivoted  on  their  vertical  axes  and 
arranged  to  be  rotated  throflgh  an  angle  of  90  degrees  by  means 
of  connecting  rods.  Movement  is  imparted  to  the  connecting  rods 
through  links  connected  to  a  bell  crank,  which  in  turn  is  operated  by 
a  cam  on  the  operating  clock.  The  mechanism  is  arranged  to  give 
an  instantaneous  opening  and  closing  of  the  shutters. 
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PBOPOSED  HEW  PACIFIC  POBT  FOB  COLOMBIA. 

The  Colombian  Congress  recently  passed  a  law  providing  for  a 
survey  of  the  Bay  of  Malaga,  or  Magdalena,  on  the  Pacific  coast  of 
Colombia,  and  the  commission  to  be  appointed  to  make  the  surveys 
will  also  make  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  at  Buenaventura 
and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  necessary  to  put  that  port  in  a 
permanently  sanitary  condition.  This  commission  will  be  composed 
of  two  officials  and  such  engineers  and  physicians  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Colombian  Society  of  Engineers  and  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  respectively,  besides  two  foreign  experts,  if  the  Govern- 
ment considers  this  advisable. 
Comparative  Cost  of  Kew  Fort  and  ImproTement  of  BnenaVentara. 

The  investigation  of  the  commission  will  include  a  study  of  the 
maritime  advantages  of  the  Bay  of  Malaga  and  the  work  which 
would  be  necessary  to  render  it  adequate  to  the  increasing  demands 
of  commerce  and  navigation.  The  commission  will  make  a  report  on 
the  natural  conditions  of  the  bay,  the  neighboring  territory  and 
waters,  and  the  local  facilities  for  the  establishment  of  a  modem 
city.  The  surveys  to  be  made  include  a  route  for  a  branch  of  the 
Pacific  Bailway  fr<Mn  the  nearest  station  to  the  site  selected  for  a 
port  in  the  Bay  of  Malaga.  For  comparison  with  the  estimated  cost 
of  establishing  a  new  port,  including  docks,  customhouses,  ware- 
houses, sanitation,  etc.,  uie  commission  will  prepare  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  all  needed  improvements  at  Buenaventura,  including  the  re- 
construction of  the  Pacific  Railway  from  Buenaventura  to  San  Jose. 

Authorization  for  Xoan  for  Fort  Works. 

If  the  report  of  the  commission  should  show  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  establish  a  new  port  in  the  Bay  of  Malaga  than  to  improve  the 
port  of  Buenaventura,  the  Colombian  Government  will  proceed  at 
once  to  execute  the  port  workSj  either  directly  or  through  a  contract- 
ing party.  For  the  constructiMi  of  a  new  port  the  Government  is 
authorized  to  contract  a  loan  of  $5,000,000  m  a  foreign  country  on 
the  best  possible  terms.  This  loan  would  be  secured,  according  to 
the  text  of  the  law  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  by  the  cus- 
tom receipts  of  the  port  of  Buenaventura  and  those  of  the  new  port 
in  the  Bay  of  Malaga,  as  well  as  by  such  other  revenues  as  the  Gov- 
ernment may  decide  to  oflfer.  [Reference  to  the  sanitation  difficulties 
in  Buenaventura  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  22,  1916.] 


CHAMBEB  OF  COUUEBCE  ENDOWS  SCHOLABSHIF. 

[Commercial  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz,  Paris,  France,  Oct.  27.] 

The  French  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Milan,  Italy,  has  just  e.stab- 
lished  an  endowment  which  will  permit  the  payment  of  1,500  francs 
(about  $300)  a  year  to  a  French  student  of  commerce  to  enable  him 
to  study  the  Italian  language  and  Italian  business  methods  in  Italy. 
In  commenting  upon  this  item  of  news  several  French  publications 
held  up  the  action  of  the  Milan  chamber  as  an  example  to  other 
commercial  bodies  in  France  and  abroad,  and  pointed  out  that  steps 
of  this  kind  are  an  especially  desirable  means  of  contributing  to  a 
country's  economic  expansion. 
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CAjnnHa  o:pesations  in  osayfish  cahfakht. 

While  the  quantity  of  canned  grayfish  available  this  year  will  not 
be  as  large  as  originally  proposed  on  account  of  the  late  date  at  which 
packing  began,  it  is  expected  that  it  will  suffice  for  a  demonstration  to 
both  the  public  and  the  canners  that  the  fish  is  destined  to  be  an  im- 
portant food  product. 

Early  in  October  the  deputy  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  visited  Portland,  Me.,  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to 
present  to  the  packers  the  necessity  of  canning  all  fish  obtainable 
until  the  close  of  the  season.  It  was  found  that  the  grayfish  was  not 
available  in  quantities  in  the  vicinity  of  Portland  at  that  time,  but  as 
a  result  of  the  visit  to  Gloucester,  and  the  activity  of  an  agent  of  the 
bureau  in  the  field,  reasonable  quantities  have  been  brought  to  that 
place  and  Boston,  and  all  obtainable  are  being  packed. 

Knsh  Order  Follows  Original  Shipment. 

The  growing  interest  in  grayfish  is  indicated  by  the  reception  ac- 
corded a  recent  shipment  to  a  city  in  the  Middle  West.  Fifty  cases 
were  sent  through  regular  commercial  channels,  without  advertising 
or  local  publicity  measures  other  than  the  supply  of  one  case  as 
samples  for  the  trade.  On  October  27  the  packer  received  from  the 
broker  in  that  city  a  telegram  ordering  100  cases  to  be  "  rushed." 

The  experiments  in  utilizing  the  by-products  of  the  grayfish  have 
recently  resulted  in  the  demonstration  that  the  eggs  are  valuable  for 
leather  dressing,  and  there  is  now  a  market  for  all  produced  at  2 
cents  per  pound.  The  bureau  also  is  having  some  of  the  fish  t^ted 
as  a  bait  for  crabs  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  region. 


WOOLEN  CLOTH  TTSED  BY  THE  INDIANS  OF  FEfiXT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  WUlIam  F.  Montavon,  Lima,  Sept.  23.] 

There  is  being  submitted  with  this  report  a  sample  of  woolen  cloth, 
which  attracted  my  attention  on  a  recent  trip  to  the  highlands  of 
Peru.  Practically  all  the  Indian  women  and  cnildren,  and  not  a  few 
of  the  men,  were  wearing  garments  made  from  this  cloth.  A  great 
many  of  the  blankets  used  by  the  natives  were  simply  squares  cut 
from  the  cloth  and  hemmed  a  little  at  the  edges.  I  noticed  the  fabric 
in  practically  every  town  which  I  visited,  and  in  the  warehouse  of 
one  mercantile  company  I  saw  a  stock  of  several  hundred  small  bales, 
which  I  was  told  would  be  disposed  of  easily  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months. 

This  material,  I  found  upon  investigation,  was  woven  in  Europe, 
especially  for  sale  among  the  Indians  of  the  Andes.  It  is  made  in 
a  great  variety  of  solid  colors,  is  64  inches  wide,  and  comes  in  bolts 
containing  30  varas,  a  vara  being  33  inches.  A  bolt  of  this  goods 
sells  at  La  Fundicion,  near  Cerro  de  Pasco,  for  46  soles  (about  $23 
U.  S.  currency).  The  owner  of  the  warehouse  above  referred  to  told 
me  that  the  price  had  risen  considerably  of  late,  and  that  his  last 
purchase  had  cost  him  £7  ($34)  the  bolt,  c.  i.  f.  Callao. 

The  market  for  this  material  is  very  extensive  and  very  stable. 

(The  sample  of  cloth  forwarded  by  Commercial  Attache  Montavon  may  be 
Inspected  by  Interested  American  manufacturers  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file 
No.  1973.] 
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HnriMUH-WAaE  action  in  bbitish  xm  box  tbade. 

[Vice  Consul  Leslie  B.  Beed,  London,  England,  Oct.  20.] 

The  Tin  Box  Trade  Board  of  Great  Britain  has  announced  cer- 
tain proposed  minimum  rates  of  wages  for  male  and  female  workers 
in  the  tin  box  and  canister  trades  of  the  country.  The  proposed 
scale  is  given  in  shillings  of  $0,243  each  and  pence  of  $0.02  each. 
The  figures  are : 

1.  For  male  wx)rkers  of  22  years  and  upwnr^  (and  others  to  whose  employ- 
ment the  minimum  rate  of  26s.  per  week  is  applicable  under  the  terms  of  par. 
[a]  of  sec.  1  of  the  notice  dated  Nov.  29,  1915),  from  26s.  to  30s.  4d.  per  week. 

2.  For  male  workers  of  21  and  under  22  years,  from  26s.  to  27s.  6d. 

3.  For  male  workers  of  21  years  and  upward  who  have  been  employed  in  the 
trade  for  an  aggregate  period  of  less  than  12  months  and  who  can  not  suitably 
be  employed  on  piecework,  from  22s.  6d.  to  263. 

4.  For  male  workers  of  20  and  under  21  years,  from  22s.  6d.  to  23s.  6d. 

5.  For  male  workers  of  19  and  under  20  years,  from  18s.  6d.  to  19s.  6d. 

6.  For  male  workers  of  18  and  under  19  years,  from  15s.  to  16s.  3d. 

7.  For  male  workers  of  17  and  under  18  years,  from  12s.  to  13s.  6d. 

8.  For  male  workers  of  16  and  under  17  years,  from  10c.  to  lis.  6d. 

9.  For  male  workers  of  15  and  under  16  years,  from  8s.  to  9s. 
10.  For  male  workers  under  15  years  of  age,  no  variation. 

Kates  Provided  for  Female  Workers. 

1.  For  female  workers  of  18  years  and  upward  (and  others  to  whose  employ- 
ment the  minimum  rate  of  14s.  Id.  per  week  is  applicable  under  the  terms  of 
pars,  ta]  and  [b]  of  sec.  1  of  the  notice  dated  Nov.  29,  191$),  from  14s.  Id.  to 
16s.  3d.  per  week. 

2.  For  female  workers  of  18  years  and  upward  who  have  been  employed  In 
tbe  trade  for  an  aggregate  period  of  less  tiian  12  months  and  can  not  suitably 
be  employed  on  piecework,  from  12s.  to  13s.  6d. 

3.  For  female  workers  of  17  and  under  18  years,  from  12s.  to  13s.  6d. 

4.  For  female  workers  of  16  and  under  17  years,  from  10s.  to  lis.  6d. 

5.  For  female  workers  of  15  and  \mder  16  years,  from  8s.  to  9s. 

6.  For  female  workers  under  15  years  of  age,  no  variation. 

These  proposals  are  on  the  basis  of  a  week  of  52  hours,  the  rates 
being  subject  to  a  proportionate  deduction  or  increase  according  as 
the  number  of  hours  actually  spent  by  the  worker  in  the  factory  or 
workshop,  under  contract  of  employment,  in  any  week  is  less  or 
more  than  52. 

The  announcement  adds  that  any  objections  to  this  proposal,  or 
suggestions  for  its  variation,  should  be  lodged  with  the  trade  board 
within  3  months  from  the  date  of  announcement. 


NEW  TYPE  OF  LOCOMOTIVE  IN  GEBMANY. 

[Vice  Consul  Kmcst  L.  Ives,  Breslau,  Oct.  9.] 

An  article  recently  appeared  in  the  Breslauer  Zeitung  relative  to 
a  new  type  of  locomotive  represented  by  engines  which  are  making 
trial  trips  to  various  points  from  Breslau.  They  are  provided  with 
the  three-cylinder  system  and  are  mounted  on  18  wheels,  6  of  which 
are  drivers.  The  tenders  have  a  carrying  capacity  of  7  tons  of  coal 
and  8489  gallons  of  water.  The  engines  weigh  308,647  pounds  and 
have  a  driving  power,  according  to  Dynamischen  measurement,  of 
22,046  pounds.  They  have  the  most  modem  improvements,  are  65.6 
feet  long,  and  have  a  speed  of  68  miles  an  hour. 

These  locomotives,  it  is  stated,  are  to  be  used  for  heavy  passenger 
service  on  the  Breslau-Dresden  and  Breslau-Berlin  runs,  distances  of 
168  and  207  miles,  respectively. 
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TINSEL  AND  METAL  FABSIC  DTDITSTBY  OF  FRAHCE. 

[Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  Sept  0.] 

The  history  of  the  manufacture  of  tinsel  and  metal  braids  and 
fabrics  in  France  goes  back,  according  to  the  records,  to  the  eleventh 
century ;  but  it  has  only  been  within  the  past  half  century  that  a  real 
commercial  development  of  the  art  has  been  noted.  To-day  France 
leads  the  world  in  the  manufacture  of  tinsel  fabrics,  and  the  city 
of  Lyon  is  easily  the  first  in  this  industry. 

Tn  1583  thirty  establishments  were  producing  metal  braids  and 
fabrics  in  the  city  of  Lyon.  Three-quarters  of  a  century  later  the 
number  had  increased  to  80,  while  to-day  thousands  of  workers  in 
Lyon  and  its  environs  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  metal 
threads  and  fabrics. 

The  regular  trade  for  tinsel  goods  was  formerly  limited  to  the 
imiforms  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  and  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  and  to  church  vestments,  church  banners,  and  ornaments  for 
the  decoration  of  Christmas  trees.  To-day,  however,  a  large  quan- 
tity in  various  forms  is  also  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  women's 
dress  goods,  which,  in  large  measure,  is  responsible  for  the  large 
increase  in  the  production  of  tinsel  goods. 

The  Trade  in  the  Lyonsalse  Kegion. 

Lyon  has  always  been  recognized  as  the  principal  market  toe 
tinsel  goods  in  France.  Before  the  war  its  greatest  c<Mnpetitor  was 
Germany,  but  the  supply  fr<Hn  that  country  having  been  cut  off 
Lyon  has  been  called  upon  to  supply  the  world  with  its  tinsel  prod- 
ucts. It  has  been  impossible  to  supply  the  demand,  and  as  a  natural 
consequence  prices  for  all  articles  in  this  categra-y  have  more  than 
doubled,  and  some  have  even  tripled  and  quadrupled  in  price. 
Just  at  this  time,  when  fashion  has  decreed  that  the  style  shall  be 
for  metal  trimmings  and  cloths  of  metal,  the  demand  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  other  tim^,  even  the  days  before  the  war. 

In  Lyon  and  its  environs  a  number  of  important  factories  are 
engaged  in  the  production  of  metal  thread,  trimmings,  and  braid. 
The  merchants  of  Lyon  furnish  these  factories  with  certain  materials 
in  an  advanced  state  of  completion,  and  the  factories  turn  out  the 
finished  product. 

Up  to  15  or  20  years  ago  a  large  proportion  of  the  goods  manu- 
factured in  this  trade  was  completed  in  the  city  of  Lyon.  In  these 
days,  however,  the  work  is  largely  done  in  the  country  districts 
through  organizations  that  control  a  large  supply  of  expert  but 
comparatively  cheap  labor. 

Those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tinsel  goods  in  the  countiy 
districts  do  their  work  at  their  homes,  either  by  hand  or  upon  primi- 
tive machines  that  have  been  handed  down  from  previous  generations. 
It  is  estimated  that  80  per  cent  of  the  workers  are  women,  and  as  the 
work  is  not  arduous  many  are  attracted  to  it.  The  articles  manufac- 
tured by  the  women  include  fringes  bullions,  laces,  embroideries,  and 
church  ornaments,  as  well  as  tassels,  fancy  trimmings,  military  re- 
galia trimmings,  theatrical  goods,  church  vestments,  and  articles  for 
upholstery  and  the  box-making  trade.  It  is  estimated  that  between 
50,000  and  75,000  are  employed  in  the  tinsel  trade. 
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The  wage  scale  in  the  tinsel  trade  changes  many  times  during  a 
year,  according  to  the  demand,  and  specialists  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  certain  articles  receive  additional  compensation  when 
those  articles  are  in  vogue,  but  the  demand  for  tinsel  goods  fluctuates 
with  the  prevailing  styles.  Women  in  the  small  family  workshops 
average  $0.40  to  $1  per  day. 

These  people  bear  a  high  reputation  in  the  commercial  world  for 
honesty  and  faithfulness,  and  they  often  hold  $1,000  worth  of  raw- 
material  belonging  to  large  establishments  in  Lyon. 

At  times  advances  are  made  for  the  purchase  of  certain  material, 
but  the  looms  and  other  machinery  are  usually  the  property  of  the 

Eerson  executing  the  work.     Societies  operating  on  a  cooperative 
asis  help  the  poorer  workingmen  to  purchase  raw  material  at  advan- 
tageous prices,  giving  him  long  terms  for  payment  and  exacting  no 
interest. 
XaohiBery  TTsed — ^Ketal  Thread  Industry. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  tinsel  trade  in  Lyon  is 
the  great  variety  of  machinery  employed,  from  the  looms  adapted 
for  the  manufacture  of  veiling  and  gold  lace,  costing  from  $2,000  to 
$20,000,  to  the  crude  machines  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ribbons 
for  galloons  that  have  been  in  use  since  the  days  of  Louis  XIV. 
Jacquard  machines  operated  by  electricity  are  used  in  the  more 
advanced  factories,  but  the  desire  for  new  methods  in  labor-saving 
machinery  is  not  pronoimced.  The  Lyoimaise  workman  preserves 
the  old  methods  of  doing  business  that  have  been  handed  down  to 
him  through  the  ages. 

Metal  thread  is  almost  entirely  made  by  machinery.  Li  the  fac- 
tories or  workshops  where  the  thread  is  manufactured  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  employees  are  women  who  receive,  according  to  the 
seasons,  from  $0.50  to  $1  per  day.  The  manufacture  of  metal  thread 
is  in  itself  a  simple  operation.  The  thread  is  composed  of  two  ma- 
terials, cotton  and  wire,  although  that  used  for  military  ornaments 
is  composed  of  silk  and  metal.  Some  of  the  larger  factories  manipu- 
late as  high  as  3,000  threads  all  at  the  same  time.  The  cotton  em- 
ployed as  a  base  for  the  thread  is  first  spun  into  a  thin  thread  and 
wound  mechanically  upon  spools. 

The  wire  which  is  employed  as  a  covering  for  this  thread  is  flat- 
tened under  a  metal  roller  and  reeled  on  small  bobbins.  The  flatten- 
ing of  the  wire  is  a  delicate  process  and  requires  a  certain  amount  of 
dexterity  in  order  that  the  flattening  be  equal. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  of  Xetal  Goods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  of  metal  goods 
to  the  United  States  from  Lyon  for  the  last  five  years: 


Metal  goodd. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Church: 

82,152 
36,097 

51,279 
254,455 

94,777 
36,3»S 

63,138 
247,901 

^  147,323 
^  218,104 

/    68,063 
\    «,2M 

/    33,026 
\  210,385 

Vestments .......••..•......••..••••••.. 

52*934 

Uetal: 

Thread 

104  597 

328,'389 

Total 

423,983 

432,212 

385,427 

353.728 

(34,288 
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BEPOBT  OF  FOBTTJOTTISE  DOCK  BOABD. 

[Consul  General  Will  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Oct.  17.] 

The  Oporto  Docks  Autonomous  Board  has  issued  its  report  for  the 
year  1915  in  the  form  of  an  85-page  ilhistrated  monograph.    In  for- . 
warding  a  copy  of  this  book  to  the  Lisbon  consulate  general,  Consular 
Agent  Spratley,  of  Oporto,  states: 

This  board  lias  full  charge  of  the  harbors  at  Oporto  and  Lelx3es  and  Is 
authorized  to  make  the  latter  a  flrst-dass  modern  port.  Many  houses  In  the 
harbor  area  have  already  been  pulled  down,  but  tenders  for  the  work  of 
excavating  the  docks  and  building  the  general  working  plant  have  been  post- 
poned on  account  of  the  war. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  diagrams,  at  pages  14  and  16,  to  the  several  repro- 
ductions of  dretlgers,  rock  aitters,  etc.,  and  to  the  view  of  the  American  tank 
steamer  on  page  61.  Tlie  last  plan  of  the  coast  near  Oporto,  showing  relntive 
positions  of  the  river  and  the  artificial  harbor  of  LeixSes,  is  also  Interesting. 

Work  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  conditions  are  more  favorable, 
and  American  concerns  should  not  lose  track  of  the  trade  opportuni- 
ties that  will  be  presented  at  that  time.  An  outline  of  the  work  em- 
braced in  this  harbor-improvement  scheme  was  published  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  14,  1913. 

[Tlie  dock  board's  report,  in  Portuguese,  will  be  loaned  upon  request  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington.  Refer  to  file  No, 
81845.]  

CABBISE  TBADE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Anckland,  Oct.  4.] 

A  shortjige  of  carbide  in  New  Zealand  is  reported.  One  of  the 
large  importers  reported  to  the  American  consulate  that  he  could  get 
only  25  tons  on  an  order  of  140  tons,  and  that  he  failed  to  obtain  any 
promise  of  a  future  supply.  As  a  result  of  the  demand  here,  various 
interests  are  planning  to  put  in  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
carbide.  The  raw  material  is  conveniently  located  near  Auckland, 
with  good  coal  and  the  very  best  of  lime  rock  available.  It  is  stated 
that  there  is  plenty  of  capital  in  New  Zealand  ready  for  investment 
in  this  enterprise  as  soon  as  the  proper  man  can  be  obtained  to 
manage  it. 

Australasia  consumes  about  15,000  tons  of  carbide  per  annum,  of 
which  New  Zealand  takes  about  2,500  tons,  with  an  average  increase 
of  300  tons  per  annum.  Carbide  now  sells  in  New  Zealand  at  $130 
to  $140  a  ton.  The  New  Zealand  Railway  alone  consumes  about  140 
tons  a  year,  with  an  average  increased  consumption  of  about  20  tons 
a  year. 

The  only  duty  charged  on  carbide  is  the  1  per  cent  war  duty  which 
applies  to  imports  from  all  countries, 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAII  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DISTRICT  OFHCES. 

NEW  TOHK :  Boom  409,  Castorabonse. 

BVSTO?!:  1801  Customhouse. 

CHICA60:  S04  Federal  Building. 

6T.  L0VI8:  402  Third  National  Bank  Building. 

ITLANTl:  621  Post  Offlce  Building. 

NEW  OBLEANS:  1020  Hibcrnia  Bank  Bnlldlng. 

SAM  FBANaSCO:  S07  Customhouse. 

BEirriiEt  848  Hear/  Balldlng. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

XliETEUKD:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Cl\ayyA7I:  chamber  of  Commene. 
aNCIMNATI:  C,  N.  0.  A  T.  P.  Ejr.  Go. 
LOS  ANGELES :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
ClUrTANOOeA:  South  American  Agent,  goiO* 

ern  By.  Go. 
I'OBTLAND,  OBEe.:  Chamber  of  Gommeree. 
DAITON:  eraatet  Daiton  iaioeUUoB. 
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AMEBICAH  COBBULAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venae. 


Address. 


Albort,JHabot  J 

Canm,  Harold  D 

Cbain])erliD,  Geoite  E. . . 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Dow,  Edward  A 

OamoD,  John  A 

Hanson,  Oeorge  C 

Korgan,  Henry  H 

Smith,  Felix  WOloaghby 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Spehr,  Herman  I. 

Winslow,  Edward  O ... . 

Watson,  John  }.  C 

WUltlch,  Qebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W. . 


Hanover,  Oermanv... 
Oaleary,  Alberta,  Oui- 

ada. 
Georgetown,  Qolana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 

Blca. 
St.    8t4>ben,     Now 

Brunswick. 
Corinto,  Nicaragua. . . . 

Swatow,  China 

Bamhurg,  Germany. . 

Tillis,  Bnula 

Calcutta,  India 

IContevideo,  Druguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Miqoehm 

Qoebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Deo.  25 
Not.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  2S 

Jan.    17 

Dec  a 
Dec.  SO 
Dec.    1 

Deo.  15 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  11 


Dae.  25 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  o(  State,  Washlnzton,  D.  C. 
Saugertles,  Ulster  County,  N.  T. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Glen  EUvn,  111. 

129  tfaln  Street,  Bridgeport.  Conn. 

Enlekerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 
Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

C/oMassmor*TendeIl,Woolworth  Build- 
ing. New  York  City. 

Deportment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 
De. 

C/o  District  Onoe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  604  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  lU. 

223S  Q  Street,  Washhuton,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Wosliingtou,  D.  C. 
Do. 


PBOJECTED  VOLGA-DON  CANAL. 

[British   (Government)  Bonrd  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  10.1 

The  British  acting  vice  consul  at  Eostof-on-Don  reports  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  local  press  of  September  13,  the  project  for  the  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  a  Volga-Don  canal,  as  designed  by  the 
Russian  mini-stcr  of  ways  of  communications,  has  been  approved  by 
the  (Jovernmcnt.  A  party  of  engineers  has  been  appointed  to  carry 
out  detailed  technical  surveys  and  to  consider  other  questions  con- 
nected with  the  execution  of  this  lar^  enterprise. 

The  projected  canal  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  economic 
development  of  southeastern  Russia  and  of  the  Volga  and  Don  Basins. 
Grain  from  Tsaritsin  and  timber  and  ore  from  the  Urals  will  thereby 
obtain  a  direct  outlet  to  the  ports  of  the  Sea  of  Azof  and  thence  to  the 
Black  Sea.  Moreover,  the  canal  will  make  it  possible  to  supply  coal 
to  all  the  chief  cities  and  industrial  centers  of  the  Volga  and  sur- 
rounding country  from  the  rich  coal  district  of  the  Donetz  Basin.  It 
is  thought  that  there  will  be  a  prosperous  future  for  Rostof,  which 
will  be  the  outlet  for  the  products  using  the  new  route. 


Persian  Officers  Want  Books  on  Veterinary  Science. 

Veterinary  officers  of  the  Persian  Army  have  informed  Charge 
d'Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery  that  they  desire  to  obtain  from  the 
United  States  books  relating  to  all  branches  of  veterinary  science. 
Publishers  of  works  of  this  kind  will  be  put  in  touch  with  the  in- 
quirers upon  communicating  with  the  American  legation  in  Teheran. 
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Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnremn  and  its  dlatrlct  oflIc«a.  Requcat 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  stmte  opportunity  nnmbcr. 
The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responBlbifity  as  to  the  standtiit 
of  foreign  inquiries ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  tuen  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attacb^  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  recelTed  by  the  Boreaa. 

Locks 23026 


Aluminum    ware 23034 

Automobiles  and  accessories.  23023,  23027 

Belting 23027 

Boots  and  shoes 23023,  23034 

Canned  goods  and  groceries 23023 

Celluloid 23033 

Cement 23023 

Chemical   products 23027 

Cloth   and   clothing 23023 

Codein 23024 

Crockery  and  glassware 23034 

Cutlery 23034 

Electric   motors 23027 

Fire  apparatus 23028 

Formaldehyde   23024 

Galvanized   iron 23023 

Gasoline 23023 

Haberdashery 23030,  23034 

Hardware 23025,   23034 

Hosiery 23025,  23030 

Inks 23029 

Lactic  acid 23024 

Lanterns 23034 


Machinery 23027 

Machinery,    crayon-maUng 23031 

Machinery,    printing 23029 

Magnesia   salts » 23024 

Minerals   oils 23027 

Morphine 23024 

Motion-picture  apparatus,  etc 23027 

Motor   boats -..  23027 

Novelties 23023, 23025 

Optical  goods 23027 

Paper 23023,' 2802» 

Perfumery  and  soap 23023,  23034 

Rice 23023 

Shoe  polish 28034 

Sugar I 23023 

TexUles 23082 

Trunks  and   traveling  bags 23030 

Type  and  supplies 23029 

Underwear 23034 

Watches  and  clocks 23034 

Wire,    fencing 28023 

Wood,  manufacturus  of 23025 


23023.* — A  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  American  mannfactuFera 
and  exporters  of  automobiles,  gasoline,  cement,  groceries  and  canned  goods, 
sugar,  rice,  paper,  perfumery,  clotlilng,  cotton  and  woolen  clotli,  shoes, 
novelties,  galvanized  iron,  both  smooth  and  corrugated,  for  buildings,  wire 
for  fences,  etc.    Correspondence  In  Spanish.    References. 

23024.* — ^A  business  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  mnnufactHrers 
of  lactic  acid,  morphine,  codein,  formaldehyde,  and  magnesia  salts. 

23025.* — A  firm  in  South  Africa  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  small  hardware,  hosiery,  manu- 
factures of  wood,  novelties,  and  other  goods  suitable  for  that  market 

23020.* — ^A  firm  in  Central  America  Is  In  the  market  for  padlocks  and  locks  for 
boxes  and  chests,  drawers,  and  wardrobes,  etc.  Correspondence  in  Englisb. 
References. 

23027.* — A  commission  merchant  in  Spain  desires  to  establish  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  machinery,  leather  belting,  autot 
mobiles  and  accessories,  electric  motors,  motor  boats,  optical  goods,  cine- 
matographic apparatus,  films,  mineral  oils,  and  chemical  products.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English.    References. 

23028.* — A  municipality  in  Canada  Is  contemplating  the  purchase  of  a  moto^ 
driven  fire  truck  and  a  horse-drawn  ladder  truck. 

23029.* — A  manufacturers'  representative  In  Brazil,  who  is  now  in  the  United 
States,  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  inaua- 
facturers  who  wish  to  extend  their  trade  in  printing  machinery,  paper, 
inks,  types,  and  supplies.    References. 

23030.* — A  firm  in  the  West  Indies  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  hosiery,  collars,  ties,  handkerchiefs,  trunks  and  traveling 
bags.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

23031.* — Quotations  are  desired  In  a  foreign  colonial  possession  In  the  Far 
East  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  chalk  crayons. 

23032.t — The  representative  of  a  firm  In  Denmark,  who  is  now  in  the  United 
States,  wishes  to  get  In  touch  with  American  export  houses  of  textile  goods. 

2S033.* — A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  Is  In  the  market  for  transparent  and 
white  sheet  celluloid  of  various  thicknesses,  and  white  celluloid  rod  of 
three-eighths  inch  to  one-half  Inch  in  diameter.    Reference. 

23034.* — A  wholesale  firm  In  East  Africa  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices 
on  meiUum  and  cheaper  grades  of  boots  and  shoes  and  shoe  polish,  cutlery, 
aluminum  ware,  crockery  and  glassware,  haberdashery,  lanterns,  small 
hardware,  soaps  and  perfumes,  tropical  underwear,  and  watches  and  clocks- 
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BECOBD  SHIPMENT  OF  CACAO  FBOH  ECTTADOB. 

[Vice  Consul  James  H.  Roth,  Guayaquil,  Oct.  27.] 

During  the  past  year  a  great  many  large  shipments  of  cacao  have 
been  made  from  Guayaquil,  but  the  greatest  was  that  made  on  the 
American  steamship  Clare,  which  left  here  October  22,  bound  for 
New  York.  This  steamer  was  specially  chartered  by  the  Asociacion 
de  Agricultores  of  Ecuador  to  make  this  shipment.  It  brought  a 
large  general  cargo  consisting  mostly  of  kerosene,  autom<H>iles, 
cement,  and  coal. 

Upon  its  return  trip  it  took  41,000  bags  of  cacao,  worth  2,378,000 
sucres,  which  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  amounts  to  a  little  over 
$1,000,000.  Prior  to  this  one,  the  largest  single  shipment  made  on 
one  steamer  to  a  consignee  in  a  foreign  country  amounted  to  25,000 
bags. 

With  this  shipment,  the  exports  from  Guayaquil  to  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1916  have  exceeded  the  total  exports 
for  the  whole  of  1915  by  over  $1,000,000. 


OOVEBjniENT  AID  TO  SFAinSH  DAILY  PBESS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  21.] 

A  royal  decree  signed  on  September  26  authorizes  a  special  appro- 
priation of  1,000,000  pesetas  ($180,000)  to  help  the  daily  papers  in 
the  present  paper  crisis.  The  Spanish  Government  will  guarantee 
to  the  associated  paper  mills  of  Spain  the  difference  between  the  price 
of  paper  for  daily  periodicals  as  sold  in  July,  1914,  and  the  price 
now  prevailing. 

The  sum  devoted  to  this  purpose  may  only  be  increased  with  the 
consent  of  the  council  of  ministers,  and  is  granted  in  the  form  of  a 
loan  to  be  disbursed  and  repaid  according  to  arrangements  with  the 
Treasury,  two  representatives  of  the  daily  press,  and  the  director 
general  of  the  so-called  Spanish  Paper  Trust. 


La  Companfa  Fabril  y  Manufacturera  of  Costa  Rica  will  establish 
a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  hosiery,  according  to  a  recent 
issue  of  Centro  America. 


•noo*— 1«  fi^ 
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FBOGBESS  OF  AUEBICAN  SHXPBUILDnrO. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  on  November  1,  1916,  according  to 
builders'  returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, number  417,  of  1,479,946  gross  tons,  an  mcrease  of  25,676 
tons  over  the  returns  for  October  1.  During  October  American 
yards  finished  17  steel  merchant  vessels  of  52,491  gross  tons  and  made 
new  contracts  for  17  steel  merchant  vessels  of  77,877  gross  tons. 

Sittribntion  of  Work. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  this  work  among 
the  several  builders  of  steel  vessels  in  the  United  States  reporting 
merchant  vessels  under  contract  or  under  construction  and,  sepa- 
rately, the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or  imder 
contract  which  the  builders  expect  to  laimch  during  the  current  fiscal 

{'ear  (314  vessels  of  960,899  gross  tons),  and  those  which  will  not  be 
aunched  until  some  time  in  uie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1918  (103 
vessels  of  519,047  gross  tons).  These  dates  of  launching,  of  course, 
are  subject  to  the  usual  allowances  for  delays. 


Sh4>yanls. 


MeTcbant  oonstroo- 
tkm,  Not.  1,  IBM. 


Num- 
ber. 


OlTMStOB*. 


TobebumAcd  during  flaoal  year 
(DdJng— 


Jane  30, 1917. 


Nmn- 
ber. 


ONMtans. 


Jantao,  UU. 


Nom- 
ber. 


Oras 
torn. 


American  BrMge  Co.,  AmbrMge,  Pa.,  and 

Treoton,  N.  f. 

American    SIMpbuDdlng    Co.,  develand, 

Ohio 

Aadenon  Steamboat  Co.,  Seattle,  Waah... 
Baltimore  Dry  Doclcs  &  Bhlpboilding  Co., 

BalUmar>,Md 

Bath  Inn  worlcs.Bath,  Me 

Bethlehem  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Ud.. 

Charles  Bamea  Co.,  Clncimiatl,  Ohio , 

Chester  Shlpbolldlng  Co.,  Chester,  Pa 

Cowlee  Shipyard  Co.,  Buflalo,  N.  Y 

Dabaqoe  Boat  &  Boiler  Worics,  Dnboque, 

Iowa 

Fore     River     Shipbuilding    Corporation, 

QuinCT,  Mass , 

George  Lawley  &  Sons  Corporation,  Nepon- 

set.Hass 

Oreat  Lakes  Engineering  Works,  Detroit, 

Mich 

Great  Lakes  Towing  Co.,  Ctereland,  Ohio. . . 
Earlon  &  HoUlngsworth  Corporation,  WQ. 

mington,  Del 

Howaifd  Shipyards  Co.,  JeSersonvlile,  Ind. . 

J.  r.  DnthJeA  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash 

James  Bee:  &  Sons  Co.    Pittsburgh,  Pa 

Manitowoc  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Manitowoc, 

Wb 

Merrill-Stevens  Co.,  Jacksonville,  Fia 

Moore  &  Soott  Iron  Works,  OaUand,  Cal. . . 
Newport  Newa  Shipbnildiiig  &  Dry  Dock 

Co.,  Newport  News,  Va 

New  York  fflilpballdiiif  Co.,  Camden,  N.  J 
Fennsylvania  Shipbuilding  Ca,  Gloucester, 

Pusey  AJoDtB  Co.,  Wiimtagton  Del..!!"] 
Riter-Conley    Manulacturing    Co.,    BaKI- 

mora,  Md , 

Seattle  ConatnutioD  *   Dry  Dock  Co., 

Seattle,  Wash 

ettbamrti  Eddy  Corporation,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Spedden  Btiipbullding  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 


Ml 

24 
3 

10 
3 

14 
2 

14 
1 

1 

13 

1 

IS 

4 

14 
S 
7 
1 

U 
4 

7 

14 
26 

10 
13 


85.800 
U,400 

37,000 
•  1,800 
01,  W7 
375 
•7,700 
30 

(8 

87,800 

75 

0  59,350 
378 

58,354 

3, 150 

38,310 

300 

17,453 
2,500 
35,600 

07,573 
133,804 

66,000 
11,850 

3,000 

61.400 

64,370 

730 


m 

24 


M.SSO 

8S.800 


18 


31,000 

■  1,600 

3S,4i0 

375 

53,700 

36 


74,444 

73 

■26,040 
376 

40,679 

2,950 

5,370 

300 

10,400 
2,500 
15,000 

52,325 
79,835 

27,500 
2,250 


3 

4 

11,400 
14,M 

9 

rt,ll7 

2 

•       9,000 

2 

U,3»> 

9 

3J,J1» 

4 

17,KI 

6 

•     »,«» 

4 

7,03 

4 

■■    »,« 

42,600 

85,730 

730 


45,  MS 
t3,tf 

n.m 

3,000 
18,«> 


•  Inoompleto. 
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Merchant  constrtio- 
tion,  Nov.  1, 1918. 

To  be  laimched  dnrhig  n^ool  year 
ending — 

ShipTards. 

lone  30, 1917. 

Jane  30, 1918. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross  tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Orosstons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Oroas 
tons. 

Standard  SUpboilding  Corporation,  New 

8 

6 
2 

1 

3 

4 

7 

28 

8 

9 

38,400 

•    8,841 
14.200 

2,000 

1,000 

26,000 

18,700 

« 175,028 

45,000 

61,600 

8 
3 

38,400 
4,641 

Staten  island  SUpbiiildJog  Co.,  Port  Rich- 
mond, N.Y....:. 

3 
2 

4,200 
U  200 

Son  Stiipbunding  Co. ,  Chester,  Pa 

Tampa  Fotindry  it  Machine  Co.,  Tampa, 
Fla 

1 
2 

21 

2,000 

1,000 

12.600 

13,  *» 

« 130,228 

22,800 

61,500 

Tank  Ship   Building    Corporation,    Nc«r. 
burgh,  N.Y 

2 
3 

7 

4 

13,400 

Toledo Shipbuifding Co. .Toledo,  Ohio 

Unfcm  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco,  Cat 

Wfltemette  Iron  &  Stocl  Works  and  North- 
west Strcl  Co. .  Portland,  Oreg 

(.400 
44,800 

22,805 

Wra.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  &  Engine  Build- 
Ine  f""  1 '^"»^^'P'^*»i ''" 

Total 

417 

•1,479,046 

314 

•  960,899 

103 

519,047 

a  Incomplete. 


Details  of  New  Contracts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  building 
steel  ships  entered  into  during  October,  1916,  so  far  as  reported  by 
shipbuilders: 


Vessela. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

Probable 
dateol 
launch. 

Anderson  Steamboat  Co.: 

5,700 
6.700 

6,440 
5,440 
6,440 
8,400 

65 

5,730 
6,730 

302 

4700 

5,730 

4,800 
4,800 

3,100 
2,100 

5,700 

i8 

BannevlgBros 

Careo  

.^5^);:::::;::;:::; 

'*•• 

Bethlebem  Steel  Co.: 

No.  168 

For  builder's  acoount. 
do 

do 

Afi 

Nov.,  1917. 

Now  169  .             

Deo.,  1917. 

No.  170 

do do 

Feb..  1918. 

No.  172 

11 
11 

11 

lOi 

111 

To! 

W.  C.  Teagle 

Bulk  oil 

May,  1918. 
Mar.  25. 1917. 

Dubuque  Boat  &  Boiler 
Works: 
No.  38 

Union   Sand   &  Ma- 
terial Co. 

For    Norwegian    ac- 
count. 
do 

I.  F.  DuthJe  4  Co.: 

No.  13 

Nov.,  1917. 

No.  14 

Oct,  1917. 

Manitowoo  ShlpbuOding 
Co.: 
No.  88 

F.  M.  Dyer 

July  1,1917. 
Late  1917. 

Seattle    Construction    & 
Dry  Dock  Co.: 
No.  96       .     . 

For  \merican  account 

Skinner  &  Eddy  Corpora- 
tion: 
Elizabeth  Gibbs 

Notffiven 

Careo 

Sprinj,  1918. 

Standard      Bhipbuilding 
Corporation: 

..do 

Mav  1917. 

No  8 

do 

do 

Do. 

Staten  Island  Shipbuild- 
ing Co.: 
lio.  692. 

For  builder's  account. 
do 

do 

No.  603 

■ 

do 

Willamette  Iron  &  Steel 
Works    &    Northwest 
Steel  Co.: 

lOi 

For    Norwegian    ac- 
count. 

do 

Total  (17  vessels)... 

77,877 

660 


COMMEBCE  BKP<nXBl 


Completed  slilps. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  ships  completed 
diiring  the  month  of  October,  1916,  by  the  respective  builders 
named.  When  no  rig  is  shown  it  will  be  imderstood  that  the  vessel 
is  a  steamer: 


VessoK 


Gross 
tomage. 


knots. 


Owner. 


Type. 


Trade. 


American  Shipbuilding  Co.: 
Clevelana  yard— 

8.   O.    Co.    No.   82 
(♦bge.). 
Detroit  yard— 

Levisa 

Lorain  yard— 

Hertwrt  F.  Blaeic 

Superior  yard — 

Sir  Trevor  Dawson.. 
Bethlehem  Steel  Co.: 

Munrio 

Helen. 


Cowles  Shipyard  Co.: 

Interlake 

Great  Lakes  EDginewing 
Works: 
Setotaot 


P.  L.M.  No.4. 


_    P.U M.  No.  6........... 

BsrisB    A    HolUii^wortli 
Corpentkuu 

Fear)  Shell 

Uanltowoc  Shipbufldlng  Co.: 

.   Comber 

Fn  ay  A  Jones  Co.: 

New  York  Central  No.  3. . 
Staten  Island  Shipbuilding 
Co.: 
New  York  Central  No.  14. 

Toledo  Shipbuilding  Co.: 
Dawnllte  (Oa.  s.) 

Oakm  Iroo  Wtrks  Co.: 
Astral 


Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  i 
Engine  Building  Ca.: 
Joseph  R.  Parrott 


Total  (17  vessels)., 


2,320 

2,118 

S,263 

7,216 

3,868 
3,216 


2,4S» 
3,639 
2,639 

S,fll4 
303 
210 

556 

i,9n 

St  VflB 
2,406 


G2,49I 


U 


Standard  OQ  Co.. 


Bnlkaa. 


Levisa  S.  S.  Co 

Doarmer  S.  B.  Co. 

American  Interlake  Co.. 

UuasonB.  aCo 

Bull-Insular&  8.  Co..... 

BaaJamJn  L.  Cowles 


Caigo. 

...do... 

...do... 

...do... 
...do... 

...do... 


Sekstant  Joint  Stock  Co. 

(Nor.) 
.Uberto  A.   Dodero  (UrO' 

gni^). 


.do.. 

..dOL. 

.dOL. 


SbellCo.  tf  Cal 

Bay  State  Fishing  Co.. 
W.&  A.  Fletcher  Co... 


N.Y.C.4H.R.B.R.C0... 


Bulk  on 

Trawler. 
Towing... 


Ho  a  a  a 
baiga. 


Standard  Ofl  Co 

Stwiidard     Transportation 
Co.  of  Del. 


OUBS.... 
BnlkoB. 


Coasthig. 

ForedgD. 

finaittng 

Dai 

Focelgn. 
Da 

Coasting. 

FoTB^n. 
Do. 
Da 

Foieign. 
Coasting. 
Do. 

Da 

Foratgn. 
Do. 


Fla.  E.  C.  By.  Co . 


Oar  ferry..   Coasting. 


FEBUAHENT  DTDUSTEIAL  EXHIBIT  QT  SAHTIAGO  DE  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attache  V.  I<.  Havens,  Santiago,  Oct.  4.] 

The  Chilean  Association  of  Manufacturers  in  the  July  number 
of  the  Boletin  de  la  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  calls  attention  to 
the  permanent  exhibit  of  domestic  manufactures  in  the  ofSces  of  the 
association  in  Santiago.  This  exhibit  is  entirely  distinct  from  the 
special  industrial  exposition  held  this  year  [see  Commerce  Reports 
for  Apr.  12,  1916],  and  its  purpose  is  to  keep  before  Chilean  mer- 
chants and  consumers  the  products  of  home  industries,  as  well  as  to 
inform  foreign  visitors  of  the  industrial  development  of  the  country. 
The  association  intends  to  enlarge  its  exhibit  by  adding  a  collec- 
tion of  native  raw  materials,  to  encourage  the  use  of  these  materials 
in  home  industries  and  to  lead  to  their  utilization  in  new  lines  of 
manufacture.  Among  the  domestic  products  in  the  permanent  ex- 
hibit of  the  association  are  textile  manufactures,  papers,  cordage, 
brooms,  leather  and  belting,  bronze  beds,  bottles,  buttons,  matches, 
soap,  metal  ornaments,  wicker  furniture,  and  electric  l^ttoriea. 
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AXERICAS  COHSITLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


APwt^Talbot  J 

dum,  Harold  D 

ChamlHirlin,  George  E 

Donaldson,  Qiester 

Dow.Edward  A 

Gamon,  lohn  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Smith,  Felix  Willoughby. 

Bmlth,  Joseph  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

'Wlnslow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  0 

Willrlch,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W. . . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 
Calgary,  Allierta,  Can- 
ada. 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Fort  Limon,  Costa 

Rica. 
St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 

Corinto,  Nicaragua 

Swatow,  Cliina 

Hamburg,  Germany.. 

Tiflis,  Russia 

Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon. . . 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 


Dec.  25 
Nov.  18 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Jan.    17 

Dec.  31 
Dec.  30 
Dec.     1 

Dec.  15 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  1 
Dec.   11 


Dec.  2S 
..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Saugerlies,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlln,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkcrs,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Glon  Ellvn,  III. 

129  Main  !-treet,  I3rldgeportjConn. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-socond 
Street  and  Broadwav,  New  York  City. 

C/o  Messmoro  Tendell,  Wooiworth  Build- 
ing, Now  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  111. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Department  of  State,  Wadilngton,  D.  C. 
Do. 


lABOBATOBT  WOBE  OF  FISHEBIES  BTJBEAV. 

At  the  Beaufort,  N.  C,  laboratory  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fidieries  during  the  past  month  excellent  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  propagation  of  diamond-back  terrapin.  Up  to  October  23,  the 
niunDer  of  young  taken  from  the  laying  beds  was  2,624,  an  increase 
of  nearly  500  over  the  total  hatch  of  1915.  In  addition  462  un- 
batched  eggs  were  found,  making  the  total  number  of  eggs  laid 
3,086. 

At  the  Fairport,  Iowa,  laboratory  experiments  in  smoking  fish, 
preparation  of  mussel  meats,  production  of  artificial  pearls,  and 
other  problems  of  economic  importance  have  been  continued. 

During  September  more  than  47,000,000  larvae  of  fresh-water 
mussels  were  planted  by  Fairport  and  subsidiary  stations,  and  more 
than  400,000  fishes  were  rescued. 

BTJSSIAN  PLATINUM  PBODXTCTION. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Oct  26.1 

The  British  consul  at  Ekaterinburg,  Bussia,  reports  that  during 
the  current  year  the  production  of  platinum  in  the  Urals  has  been 
seriously  affected  by  the  scarcity  of  labor  in  the  case  of  hand  washings 
by  tributers,  and  in  the  case  of  mechanical  dredging  plants  by  the  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  spare  parts  for  dredges.  The  production  of  plati- 
num in  1916  is  estimated  at  100  to  120  poods  (3,600  to  4,300  pounds), 
or  one-third  of  the  normal  production.  To  this  decrease  in  output, 
as  well  as  to  speculation  by  local  buyers,  may  be  attributed  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  platinum. 
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SXrSSIAH  SECUJUTilSS. 

[Special  Agent  Frederic  M.  Balac7.  New  Torfc.  Nor.  16.1 

The  era  of  prosperity  through  which  the  United  States  is  passing, 
due  primarily  to  the  big  increase  in  exports,  has  awakened  a  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  field  of  investments.  The  country  has  taken 
back  from  across  the  seas  so  many  of  its  own  securities  that  it  can 
no  longer  be  spoken  of  as  a  debtor  nation.  In  addition  to  reinvest- 
ments in  its  own  securities  it  has  made  loans  of  considerable  size  to 
France,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Argentina,  Russia,  Switzerland, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Uruguay,  Italy,  Canada,  Newfoundland,  etc 
Never  in  the  history  of  this  country  has  such  a  variety  of  foreign 
securities  been  obtamable  in  its  markets;  yet  the  supply  is  haroly 
equal  to  the  demand.  Short  maturities,  high  yields,  and  the  pre- 
vailing low  rates  of  foreign  exchange  are  among  the  features  that 
make  this  class  of  securities  attractive. 

Russian  Government  and  municipal  bonds  and  guaranteed  railway 
securities  have  been  sold  for  many  years  in  the  markets  of  Europe, 

Sarticularly  in  Great  Britain,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  and 
Vance,  but  few  have  been  purchased  in  this  country.  The  Kussian 
ruble  has  a  normal  parity  of  $0.5146.  To-day,  amna  largely  to  the 
country's  inability  to  export  its  goods,  the  ralde  has  ^cuned  in 
exchange  value  to  $0,298. 

Voteworthy  Veatvret  of  BuMiaa  Seearlties. 

An  examination  of  the  list  and  description  of  Russian  securities 
contained  in  this  report  reveals  the  following  facts : 

(1)  Principal  and  interest  are  usually  payable  at  fixed  rates  of  ex- 
change, which  are  considerably  higher  than  present  rates. 

(2)  Principal  and  interest  are  usually  payable  in  various  cur- 
rencies, including  pounds  sterling,  florins,  marks,  francs,  and  in 
several  instances  United  States  gold. 

(3)  The  bonds,  which  are  now  selling  at  considerable  discounts, 
are  usually  amortized,  by  means  of  annual  drawings,  at  par. 

(4)  The  income  return  and  the  yield  to  maturity  are  comparatively 
high. 

(5)  Present  prices  are  unusually  low. 

(6)  Most  of  the  securities  may  be  obtained  in  small  denominations. 

Prinolpal  Kasstan  Securities  Listed  iA  Xondon  and  Paris. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  Russian  Government  loans, 
bonds  secured  on  the  Government  railway  lines,  and  railway  bonds 
bearing  Government  guaranties  that  are  listed  on  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  and  the  Paris  Bourse,  and  the  mvmicipal  bonds  of  Russia 
that  are  listed  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange,  their  par  value,  the 
highest  price  at  which  each  has  sold  since  1911,  and  the  present  price. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  value  of  the  gold  ruble  ihst  cir- 
culated before  1899  was  $0.77:  after  the  coinage  law  of  1899  went 
into  effect  it  was  decreed  that  for  Government  loans  and  securities 
which  have  been  issued  in  metallic  or  gold  rubles  the  capital  and 
interest  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  1  ruble  and  50  k<^>ecks 
for  every  metallic  or  gold  ruble." 
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StcuTitles. 


Par. 


Highest 
price 
slnre 
1911. 


Present 
price. 


LONDON  STOCK  EXCnANGE. 


Russian  GovomTneot  loans: 

(1)  5  per  cent  loan  of  1822. . . 

(2)  3  per  cent  losn  of  I8W. . . 
(S)  4  per  cent  rentes  of  1894.. 
(4)  31  ler cent  bonds.. 


(5)  5  per  ^«^t  loan  of  IHOS 

rt)  4ii       ■■      — 


i  per  cent  loan  of  1909 .■ 

Bonds  secured  on  Qovomment  railwav  linos: 

(7)  Nicolas  Railway  4  percent  bonds  of  lg07-18(!9 

(8)  Transcaucasian  Railway  3  per  cent  bonds  of 

18S2. 

(9)  Consolidated  4  per  cent  railroad  bonds,  series 

land  2. 

(10)  Consolidated  4   per   cent   railroad   bonds, 

series  3. 

(11)  Dvinsk- Vitebsk  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds. . . 

Railway  bonds  bearing  Ooremment  gnaranty  (prin- 
eipal  and  interest): 

(12)  Armavir-Tuapso  Railway  4}  per  cent  bonds 

of  Ui09. 

(13)  Black  Sea-Kuban  Railway  4i  per  cent  )>onds. 

(14)  Grand  Russian  Railway  4  per  cent  (Nicolas 

Railway)  bonds. 

(16)  Kabetlan  RaUway  4.}  per  c«nt  bonds  of  1012. 

(15)  Kokand-Nimangan  Railway  4i  per  cent 

bonds. 

(17)  UoGcow-WIndau- Rybinsk  Railway  4  per 

cent  bonds. 

(18)  Russian  Southeastern  Railway  4}  per  cent 

bonds. 
(18)  Troitsk  Railway  4}  per  cent  bonds 


(20)  Wolmar  Railway  41  per  cent  bonds  (guar- 
anteed principal  end  mteiest  by  OoTemmont 
of  IJvonia). 

Hunldpcil  bonds: 

(21)  Cityot  Baku  5  nor  cent  bonds 

(22)  C^ty  of  Bolstngfors  4*  per  cent  bonds  of  1909. 
(28)  C<ity  ot  Ile'singfora  4}  per  cent  bonds  of  1911. 

(24)  City  of  Kief  5  per  cent  bonds  of  1914 

(26)  aty  of  Moscow  6  per  cent  bonds  of  ISOg 

(26)  CUj  of  Uosoow  41  per  cent  bonds  of  1912 

I  (3ity  of  Nikolalef  J  btrr  cent  bonds 

I  City  of  Petrograd  ^  per  cent  bonds  of  1913. . 

I  City  of  Riga  41  percent  bonds  of  1913 

I  City  of  Saratoi  5  per  cent  bonds  of  1909 

_j  City  of  Tamnier(ors4i  per  cent  bonds  ot  1910. 
2)  ClQr  of  Vilna  6  per  cent  bonds 


Loan  of  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland: 

(33)  *i  per  cent  (jovomment  railway  loan. 

FAKIS  BOtJSSK. 


Russtan  Qovemment  loans: 

(34)  4percent  loan  of  1880 

(36)  4  per  cent  loan  of  1800 

(38)  4  per  cent  loan  of  1893 

(37)  4  per  cent  loan  of  1894 

(38)  4  per  cent  loan  ot  1901 

(39)  3  per  cent  loan  of  ltOl-4 

(40)  3i  per  cent  loan  ol  1909 , 

nil  3.80  per  cent  Crodit  Foncier  mutual  loan 

(42)  3  per  vent  loan  of  1896 

Bonds  seciired  on  Government  railway  linos  or  issued 

for  conversion  of  railway  loans: 

(43)  Dvinsk-Vitobsk  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds. . , 

(44)  Donets  4  percent  bonds  of  1893 

(45)  Kuisk-Kharkof-Azof  Railway  4  per   cent 
bonds  ot  1891 


£111 

£100 

100. 200.  .Wi,  and  1,000  rubles. 

l-'S  gold  ruble-i 

£19  17s.  and  multiplei... 
....do  


125  gold  rubles,  £20,  or  600 

francs. 
12S  gold   rublej.   £20,  £00 

francs,  236  florim. 
125  gold  ruble,!,  £19 15s.  6d., 

SOO  francs,  239  florins. 
....do 


125  gold  rubles,   £20,  SOO 
francs,  240  florins. 


£20  (ISO  rubles)  and  multi- 
ples, 
do. 


£100,  S26  gold  rubies,  1,200 
florins. 

£20  (189  rubles)  and  multi- 
ples. 

do 


£20,  £100,  £500,  £1,000 

£20  (189  rubles),  £100,  and 
£500. 

£20  (189  rubles)  and  multi- 
ples. 

— do , 


Pa-  cent.o 
1-28 
82 
96 
91 
106} 
102  i 

96 

83 

97} 

07 

85 

106) 

100 
93 

i»l 

C5i 

85 

83 

100} 

88 


£20,£l00,£a» 

£100  and  £20 

do 

£20,  £100,  and  £500 

£20  (180  rubles) 

£20,  £100,  £500,  and  £1,000. 

£20,  £100,  £200 

....do 

£20,  £100,  £500,£1,000 

£99  2s.  4d.  (937.60  rubles) ... 

£20,£100 

£20  (198  rubles),  £100,  and 
multiples. 


.do. 


100  francs. 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
400  francs . 
100  francs . 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 


Per  cent" 
94 
60 
(65 
64 
90 
81 

74 

eo 
n 

71 

n 


81 
68 

80 

81 

72 


103 


81 
78 
78 


79 
81 
79 
73 
80 
77 
65 


Fnnus. 
71.75 
72.75 
73.50 
73.00 
68.00 
62.36 
80.50 
284.00 
59.00 


68.60 
69.50 


« (luotallons  on  bonds  listed  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange  are  tisually  computed  on  a  p«rconta50  ot 
par  basis. 

»  These  bonds  are  payable  in  rubles  only  and  sell  in  Russia,  since  the  outbreak  ot  the  war,  at  »  price 
considerably  below  the  bonds  held  outside  of  the  Empire,  owing  to  the  fact  that  interest  on  the  latter 
Issnes  is  still  payable  at  the  original  fixed  rates  of  exchange.  Presumably  like  conditions  govern  th* 
poTcbase  of  other  •xtemal-Ioan  bonds. 
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Securities. 

Par. 

Highest 
price 
since 
itu. 

I>resnit 
prlc^ 

PAEia  BOCRSE— continued. 

RaUmy  bonds  bearing  GOTenunent  guaranty  (prln- 
dpsl  and  Inlerest): 
(46)  Hoscow-Klel  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds 

PacenL 

Fntta. 
38a.  as 

(47)  Ryazan-Ural  Railway  4  percent  bonds 

do 

365.00 

(48)  Northeast  Ural  Railway  43  per  cent  bonds... 

(Jo 

aw.  00 

(49)  West  Ural  Railway  4i  per  cent  bonds 

do 

394.00 

(50)  VoI^-BoulouniaRailway4i  percent  bonds.. 

do 

iX.W 

do 

308.00 

(62)  Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk   BaUway   4  per 

do 

302.00 

Details  of  Kussian  Bond  Issnea — OoTenunest  loams. 

Descriptions  of  the  listed  securities  follow: 

(1)  Five  per  cent  loan  of  1822.  Issued,  £6,001,030;  about  £3,650,000 
outstanding.  Interest  paysfble  March  and  Sept^uber.  Bonds  of 
sterling  denominations  nave  a  par  value  of  £111.  The  bonds  sold 
during  1914  at  122^.  The  issue  nas  no  maturity  date  and  the  bonds 
mav  be  retired  only  by  purchase  in  the  open  market. 

^2)  Three  per  cent  loan  of  1859.  Originally  issued,  £7,000,000; 
about  £1,600,000  outstanding.  A  compulsory  sinking  fund  of  li  Per 
cent  accumiilative  will  purchase  bonds  in  the  open  market.  The 
bonds  are  thus  readily  salable.    Interest  payable  May  and  November. 

(3)  Four  per  cent  conversion  loan  (rentes)  of  1894.  Issued, 
2,830,000,000  rubles  (100  ruble8=£lO  lis.  5d.=266.67  francs=216 
Reichsmarks=128  Dutch  florins=$5L45  United  States  gold).  The 
coupons  are  subject  to  a  Eussian  tax  of  5  per  cent  Interest  quar- 
terly, beginning  January,  payable  in  rubles  only.  Bon(is  are  re- 
deemable at  the  Government's  option  at  par,  or  may  be  purchased  in 
the  open  market.  Listed  in  London,  jParis,  Berlin,  Amsterdam, 
Petrograd,  Brussels,  and  New  York. 

(4)  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  bonds  (issued  1894) .  Originally 
issued,  £16,820,000  (100,000,000  rubles) ;  about  £14,800,000  outstancl- 
ing.  Kedeemable  at  par  prior  to  1976  through  sinking  fund  that 
retires  bonds  semiannually.  Interest  quarterly,  beginning  January, 
payable  in  London,  Paris,  Berlin,  Frankfort,  Hamburg,  Copenhagen. 
Amsterdam,  Petrograd,  and  New  York.  Hate  of  excluuQge,  125  goM 
rubles^£l9  15s.  6d.=$96.25  United  States  gold.  These  bonds  were 
issued  to  pay  oflf  railway  bonds. 

(6)  Five  per  cent  loan  of  1906.  Issued,  £89,326,000  (843,760^00 
rubles),  of  which  £13,101,000  are  listed  in  London  (originally  issued 
at  89  per  cent).  Bonds  redeemable  at  par  prior  to  1957  by  annual 
sinking-fund  drawings,  commencing  in  1917.  Interest  payable  May 
and  November.  Bonds  are  also  usted  in  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Bradford,  and  Glasgow,  and  on  the  Continental  markets.  Interest 
payable  in  sterling,  francs,  Eeichsmarks,  florins,  rubles,  crowns,  etc 

(6)  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  loan  of  1909.  Issued,  £56,580,000 
<52o,000,000  rubles),  of  which  £5,925,000  were  sold  in  London  at  88f 
per  cent.  Par,  £19  17s.  (187,50  rubles;  500  francs)  and  multiples. 
Bonds  arc  redeemable  1919  to  1959  at  par.  Interest  payable  January 
and  July. 
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OoTenmeat  Ballway  Bond*  Listed  la  iMidon. 

(7)  Nicolas  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds  of  1867-1869.  Originally 
issued,  £23,100,000;  about  £18,000,000  outstanding.  Annual  sinking 
fund  (accumulative)  will  retire  issue  at  par  prior  to  1953.  Bonds 
are  secured  on  the  properties  of  the  Nicolas  Railway  and  are  guar- 
anteed, principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government.  The 
issue  is  considered  a  direct  obligation  of  the  nation.  Interest  pay- 
able April  and  October  in  Paris,  London,  and  Amsterdam. 

(8)  Transcaucasian  Railway  3  per  cent  bonds  of  1882.  Origi- 
nally issued,  55,651^50  rubles  (£8,904^00);  about  £6,700.000  out- 
standing. Redeemable  at  par  prior  to  1954  by  semiannual  drawings. 
Issue  declared  part  of  the  public  debt.  Interest  payable  June  and 
December.  Pnncipal  and  mterest  payable  in  London,  Paris,  Am- 
sterdam, and  Berlm  (before  the  war),  the  following  parities  be- 
ing fixed:  £20=500  francs=236  Dutch  florins=125  gold  rubles. 
Earnings  of  Transcaucasian  Railway  for  1908  (latest  obtainable), 
about  iK,860,000  gross  and  £396,000  net ;  interest  and  sinking  funds, 
£1,144,000;  d^cit,  £752,000;  mileage  operated,  1,133. 

(9)  Consolidated  4  per  cent  railroad  loans  (series  1  and  2). 
Orlgmally  issaed,  £27,685,000  and  £49,120,784;  about  £25,500,000  and 
£45,000,000  outstanding.  Issues  to  retire  earlier  railway  loans.  Re- 
deemable at  par  prior  to  1972  by  means  of  annual  sinking  fund. 
Interest  payable  quarterly,  beginning  January.  Bonds  listed  in 
London,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  Glasgow,  and  (series 
2)  <»i  Continental  marketa 

(10)  Consolidated  4  per  cent  railroad  loans  (series  3).  Bonds 
outstanding,  about  £11,500,000.  Practically  the  same  features  gov- 
ern series  3  as  series  1  and  2. 

(11)  Dvinsk- Vitebsk  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds.  Originally  is- 
sued, £3,026,240;  about  £2,500,000  outstanding.  Repayable  at  par 
prior  to  1952  by  semiannual  drawings.  Bonds  issued  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  acquire  this  property. 

BAilwtty  Bonds  Quaranteed  by  Q»Tenuaent. 

(12)  Armavir-Tuapse  Railway  4^  per  oent  bonds  of  1909,  guar- 
anteed, principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government.  Issued, 
£5,767,180;  £5,747,000  outstanding.  Bonds  were  issued  to  construct 
and  equip  the  above-named  railway,  extending  inland  from  the  port 
of  Tuapse,  on  the  Black  Sea.  Issue  redeemable  at  par  by  1993.  In- 
terest payable  June  and  December. 

(13)  Black  Sea-Kuban  Railway  4J  per  cent  bonds,  guaranteed, 
principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government.  Originally 
issued,  £1,913,760 ;  all  outstanding.  A  direct  obligation  of  the  railway. 
Tax-free.  Interest  payable  May  and  November.  Bonds  payable 
prior  to  1998  by  means  of  annual  sinldng  fund.  This  is  a  new  rail- 
way, construction  work  having  been  recently  completed. 

(14)  Grand  Russian  Railway  (Nicolas  Railway)  bonds,  4  per  cent 
loan  of  1888.  Original^  issued,  £1,888,000  (11,800,000  rubles); 
£1,544,300  outstanding.  Coupons  subject  to  a  Russian  5  per  cent  tax. 
Interest  payable  February  and  August.  Redeemable  at  par  prior  to 
1953.  Although  considered  by  the  London  Stock  Exchange  authori- 
ties as  being  classed  with  the  various  bonds  described  in  this  section, 
these  bonds  should  properly  be  considered  a  Government  railway 
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obligation,  since  they  have  been  declared  part  of  the  Empire's  national 
debt. 

(15)  Kahetian  Railway  ^  per  cent  bonds  of  1912.  Originally 
issued,  £1,400,000;  £1,398,160  outstanding.  Sinking  fund  retires  en- 
tire issue  at  par  in  81  annual  drawings.  Bailway,  115  miles  in 
length,  was  opened  during  the  present  year.  Free  from  Russian 
taxes. 

(IG)  Kokand-Xamangan  Railway  44  per  cent  bonds.  Authorized, 
£4-20,100;  £400,440  outstanding.  Free  from  Russian  taxes.  Interest 
payable  April  and  October.  Bonds  unconditionally  guaranteed, 
principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government.  Redeemable  at 
par  by  1994  by  annual  sinking-fund  drawings. 

(17)  Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds.  Origi- 
nally issued,  £2,975,000;  £2,606,000  outstanding;  guaranteed  uncon- 
ditionally, principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government.  Sink- 
ing fund  of  approximately  one-half  of  1  per  cent  will  retire  whole 
issue  prior  to  1950.  Exempt  from  all  present  and  future  Russian 
taxes.  This  railway  is  of  considerable  importance,  being  about  1,367 
miles  in  length.  In  addition  to  the  bonds,  the  company  has  out- 
standing 13,509,300  rubles  of  capital  stock,  which  is  held  in  Russia. 
Bonds  are  listed  in  Continental  cities. 

(18)  Russian  Southeastern  Railway  4^  per  cent  bonds.  IsiTied, 
£3,096,300;  £3,064,300  outstanding.  A  direct  obligation  of  the  com- 
pany guaranteed  by  the  Government.  Redeemame  at  par  prior  to 
1954  by  means  of  annual  sinking  fund.  Interest  payable  April  and 
October. 

(19)  Troitsk  Railway  4^  per  cent  bonds,  guaranteed,  principal  and 
interest,  by  the  Russian  (lovernment.  Originally  issued,  £3,695,960; 
£3,684,820  outstanding.  A  direct  obligation  of  the  Troitsk  Railway. 
Redeemable  at  par  prior  to  1995  by  sinking  fund.  Free  from  Rus- 
sian taxes.    Interest  April  and  October,  payable  at  Lloyd's  Bank. 

(20)  Wolmar  Railway  4^  per  cent  bonds,  interest  and  sinking 
fund  guaranteed  for  20  years  from  1913  by  Government  of  Province 
of  Livonia.  Redeemable  at  par  by  1993  through  sinking  fund.  In- 
terest payable  June  and  December.  Railway  is  72  miles  in  length 
and  extends  from  Smilten  and  Wolmar  to  the  port  of  Ha3^asch  on 
the  Black  Sea.  Russian  Government  may  purchase  line  after  1933, 
but  to  do  so  must  redeem  loan  at  par.  Originally  issued,  £179,880; 
£179,040  outstanding.  Share  capital,  560,0(X)  rubles,  issued  at  par; 
proceeds  used  toward  cost  of  construction. 

Municipal  Bonds  Listed  In  London. 

(21)  City  of  Baku  5  per  cent  bonds,  issued  in  1910, 1911,  and  1913. 
Originally  issued,  £2,303,300;  £2,252,340  outstanding.  Interest  pay- 
able January  and  July  in  pounds  sterling  at  London  or  in  Russian 
rubles  at  Baku.  Redeemed  at  par  by  annual  drawings,  1911  to  I960. 
The  population  of  Balcu  is  estimated  at  350,000,  and  the  assessed 
value  of  property  about  96,000,000  rubles.  Interest  payments  in 
London  were  slightly  delayed  during  the  early  stages  oi  the  war, 
owing  largely  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

(22  and  23)  City  of  Helsingfors  4J  per  cent  bonds  of  1909  and 
of  1911.  Originally  issued,  £640,000  and  £1,000,000;  £614,000  and 
£969,660  outstanding.  Sinking  fund  will  retire  the  two  issues  by 
means  of  annual  drawings  prior  to  1962.    Interest  pajable,  loan  of 
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1909,  May  and  November;  and  loan  of  1911,  June  and  December. 
Bonds  to  bearer,  £100  and  £20;  or  in  Finnish  marks,  at  15.15  per 
pound;  Swedish  crowns,  18.10;  German  Keichsmarks, 20.40.  -Tlietwo 
issues  were  sold  at  93^  and  97,  respectively,  in  London,  nt  <late.s  of 
issue,  and  were  also  publicly  offered  in  HelsingforSj  Stockliolm,  (lote- 
borg,  Strassburg,  and  Frankfort-on-Main.  Helsingfors,  the  prin- 
cipal city  of  Finland,  has  an  estimated  population  of  1G5.0()().  T!;e 
total  city  debt  is  estimated  at  £2,500,000. 

(24)  City  of  Kief  5  per  cent  bonds  of  1914.    Issued,  about  £5.30. 
000;   about  £520,000  outstanding.    Issue  will  be   retired   by   liif.;. 
through  a  sinking  fund  that  draws  bonds  annually  at  par.     Denonii 
nations  of  bonds,  £20,  £100,  and  £500,  and  francs  (25.20  per  pound) 
Population  of  city,  750,000;  city  properties,  including  tramway  . 
valued  at  £17,000,000.    Liabilities,  £4,000,000.    Issue  secured  on  ch  y 
property  and  revenue. 

[City  of  Kief  6  per  cent  mtmicipal-tramway  bonds  of  1914  (issue-i, 
£2^16,420;  £2^06,140  outstanding)  may  also  be  purchased  at  apprcii- 
imately  81,  as  compared  with  the  offering  price  of  June,  1914,  of  96 
per  cent.  These  bonds  were  issued  to  purchase  the  city's  tramway 
system  and  are  free  from  all  mimicipal  and  national  taxes  in  Russia. 
Kates  of  exchange  same  as  for  No.  24.  Interest  payable  April  and 
October.  Bond  drawings  for  redemption  at  par,  October,  1915,  to 
1964.1 

(25)  City  of  Moscow  5  per  cent  bonds  of  1908.  Originally  issued, 
£5,423,969,  of  which  £1,889,560  were  offered  in  London  at  87^  and  the 
baianoe  mostly  in  Paris;  approximately  £5,200,000  outstanding.  In- 
terest payable  in  pounds  sterling  and  in  rubles.  Par,  £20  and  189 
rabies;  Paris  bonds  have  a  parity  of  £19  16s.  lOd.  Interest  payable 
Mardi  and  Septonber.  Free  from  Russian  taxes.  Moscow  has  a 
population  of  approximately  1,700,000.  The  assets  of  the  munici- 
pality, including  tramways,  etc.,  are  valued  at  nearly  £25,000,000. 
Total  debt  of  municipality,  external  and  internal,  approximately 
£15,600,000. 

(26)  City  of  Moscow  4|  per  cent  bonds  of  1912.  Issued,  £3,809,- 
520;  »1,739,160  outstanding.  Principal  repayable  in  49  annual  in- 
stallments, beginning  in  1912,  or  by  purchase  in  the  open  market. 
Interest  payable  May  and  November.  Par,  £20,  £100,  £500,  and 
£1,000;  also  issued  in  rubles,  francs,  etc. 

(27)  City  of  Nikolaief  5  per  cent  gold  bonds  of  1912.  Issued, 
£687,820;  £678,780  outstanding.  Interest  payable  January  and  July. 
Bedeemable  at  par  in  48^  annual  drawings,  commencing  in  1913,  or 
by  purchase  in  the  open  market.  Issued  in  pounds  sterling,  rubles, 
and  francs,  the  rates  of  exchange  being  25.20  francs  and  9.45  rubles 
to  the  pound.  Free  from  Eussian  taxes  and  a  first  charge  on  the 
entire  property  and  revenue  of  the  city.    Nikolaief  is  the  principal 

Klin  port  of  the  Black  Sea,  its  population  being  in  excess  of  125,000. 
blic  and  private  property  (real  estate)  is  stated  to  have  a  value  of 
more  than  £17,600,000. 

(28)  City  of  Petrograd  4^  per  cent  bonds  of  1913.  Issued,  £7,037j- 
087;  practically  the  entire  issue  outstanding.  Interest  payable  April 
and  October  in  Petrograd,  London,  Paris,  and  Berlin.  Free  from 
Bossian  taxes.  Issue  redeemable  in  67  years  from  1914  by  annual 
drawings  or  by  purchase  in  the  open  market.    Exchange  rate,  same 
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as  city  of  Nikolaief  bonds  No.  27.  The  population  of  Petrograd  is 
in  excess  of  2,000,000.  The  total  debt  of  the  city  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  was  £12,000,000  (external  loans).  Revenue  of  city  for  year 
1914,  about  £5,500,000.  The  city  owns  its  tramway  system  (384,- 
400,000  passengers  carried  during  1915),  telephone  system,  water 
system,  gas  works,  etc. 

(29)  City  of  Riga  4^  per  cent  bonds  of  1913.  Issued,  £1,322,751; 
£1,283,040  outstanding.  A  cumulative  sinking  fund  will  retire  the 
issue  in  39  years.  Interest  payable  May  and  November.  Free  from 
Russian  taxes.  Par,  £20,  £100,  £500,  and  £1,000,  or  their  equivalents 
in  nibles.  Riga  has  a  population  of  more  than  500,000  and  had  a 
public  debt  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  £2,000,000. 

(30)  City  of  Saratof  5  per  cent  bonds  of  1909.  .Originally  issued, 
£407,826 ;  £390,166  outstanding.  Interest  payable  January  and  July. 
Redeemable  in  48  years  from  date  of  issue  by  means  of  annual  draw- 
ings at  par.  Bonds  to  bearer.  Denominations  £99  4s.  2d.  and  937.50 
rubles.  Free  from  Russian  taxes.  The  city  has  a  population  of 
about  250,000.    Total  public  indebtedness,  about  £550,000. 

(31)  City  of  Tammerfors  4^  per  cent  bonds  of  1910.  Originally 
issued,  £119,000 ;  £110,250  outstanding.  Interest  payable  March  and 
September.  Bonds  to  bearer,  with  parities  of  i^O,  £100,  and  their 
equivalents  in  francs,  Finnish  marks,  etc.  Bonds  may  be  purchased 
in  the  open  market  or  drawn  for  redemption,  the  final  maturity  date 
bein^  1950.  Population  of  Tammersfors,  about  50,000.  Free  from 
Finnish  taxes. 

(32)  City  of  Vilna  6  per  cent  ^old  bonds.  Originally,  issued, 
£449,600 ;  £446,820  outstanding.  Interest  payable  May  and  November 
in  London  in  pounds  sterling.  A  sinking  fund  will  retire  the  issue 
in  62  years  from  1913.  The  issue  was  puhlicly  oflFered  in  London  in 
1912  at  96  per  cent,  is  free  from  Russian  taxes,  is  secured  by  all  real 
estate  belonging  to  the  city,  and  is  a  first  charge  on  its  revenues. 
Finnisli  QoTemment  Bondc. 

(33)  Finnish  Government  4^  per  cent  railway  loan.  Originally 
issued,  £1,800,000;  £1,739,669  outstanding.  Interest  payable  January 
and  July.  Redeemable  in  56  years  from  date  of  issue  by  means  of  a 
sinking  fund  that  draws  bonds  at  par  or  purchases  same  in  open 
market  at  below  that  figure.  Bonds  were  offered  for  public  sub- 
scription in  1909  in  England  and  Switzerland  at  92^  per  cent.  Par, 
£20,  £100,  and  multiples;  25.15  francs  and  multiples;  florins,  etc. 
Exempt  from  Finnish  taxes.  The  population  of  Finland  is  esti- 
mated at  3,000,000. 

Xassian  Oovernment  Loans  on  Paris  Bourse. 

(34)  Four  per  cent  loan  of  1880.  Repayable  at  par  by  means  of 
annual  drawings,  the  last  drawing  to  be  made  in  1961.  Originally 
issued,  150,000,000  rubles;  approximately  130,000,000  rubles  outstand- 
ing. Quoted  in  Paris,  Amsterdam,  and  in  German  markets.  Inter- 
est payable  May  and  November.  Fixed  rates:  500  francs=125  gold 
rubles=£19  18s.  Id. 

(35)  Four  per  cent  loan  of  1890  (two  series).  Due  prior  to  1970-71 
and  payable  by  means  of  annual  sinking  funds.  Issued,  165,000,000 
rubles;  approximately  150,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Bonds  quoted 
in  Paris,  Amsterdam,  and  Berlin.    Interest  payable  quarterly,  b*" 
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gmning  March.  Fixed  rates:  500  fraiics=125  gold  rubles=:$96.25 
United  States  gold=£19  15s.  6d.=239  Dutch  florins=404  Eeichs- 
marks. 

(36)  Four  per  cent  loan  of  1893.  Issued,  44,500,000  rubles;  ap- 
proximately ^,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Interest  payable  quar- 
terly, beginning  February.  Principal  and  interest  payable  in  Paris, 
Brussels,  London,  Berlin,  and  Hamburg  (prior  to  war),  and  New 
York  at  rates  of  exchange  as  per  bond  No.  35. 

(37)  Four  per  cMit  loan  of  1894.  Originally  issued,  113,600,000 
rubles;  approximately  105,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Redeemable 
at  par  in  81  drawings,  the  final  drawing  being  due  in  1965.  Principal 
ana  interest  payable  at  places  and  rates  presciibed  under  bond  No. 
35,  and  also  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

(38)  Four  per  cent  loan  of  1901.  Issued  and  outstanding,  159,- 
000,000  rubles.  Interest  payable  quarterly,  beginning  March.  Issued 
originally  at  Paris  at  98.6  per  cent  No  redemption  date,  but  Bnssia 
has  the  right  to  call  any  amount  of  the  bonds  at  par  at  any  time. 
Rates  of  exchange  as  per  bond  No.  35.  Interest  payable  in  the  same 
cities. 

(39)  Three  per  cent  loan  of  1891-1894.  Originally  issued,  166,625,- 
000  rubles ;  approximately  150,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Bonds  re- 
deemable prior  to  1974  by  annual  drawings.  Bond  interest  and  prin- 
cipal payable  at  same  cities  and  under  same  conditions  as  bond  No. 
35,  and  also  at  Copenhagen,  Deimiark,  with  rate  of  principal  360 
gold  crowns. 

(40)  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  loan  of  1909.  See  description  of 
bond  No.  6. 

(41)  Three  and  eighty  one-hundredths  per  cent  Credit  Foncier 
mutual  loan  (conversion  loan).  Issued,  85,412,400  rubles;  about 
81,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Redeemable  by  means  of  annual  sink- 
ing fund  in  81  annual  payments  from  1898  at  par.  Interest  payable 
Januazj  and  July.  Parities,  150  rubles=400  francs=£15  17s.=192 
Dutch  florins=:324  Reichsmarks.  Interest  payable  in  Paris,  London, 
Amsterdam,  New  York,  etc. 

(42)  Three  per  cent  loan  of  1896.  Issued  and  outstanding,  100,- 
000,000  rubles.  Redeemable  either  by  piu-chase  in  the  market  or  by 
drawings  at  par.  Principal  and  interest  (quarterly,  beginning  Feb- 
ruary) payable  at  Paris,  London,  Amsterdam,  Brussels,  New  York, 
Berlin,  and  Frankfort.  Parities,  500  francs=$96.25  United  States 
gold=£19  15s.  6d.=l25  gold  rubles=235  Dutch  florins=360  crowns= 
404  Reichsmarks.  The  original  offering  price  of  this  loan  in  Paris, 
where  practically  the  entire  loan  was  marketed,  was  92.3  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  the  present  quotation  of  59  per  cent. 

Kutsian  Sailway  Bonds  on  Paris  Bourse. 

(43)  Dvinsk- Vitebsk  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds.  See  description  of 
loan  No.  11. 

(44)  Donets  Railway  4  per  cent  loan  of  1893.  Originally  issued, 
6,939,500  rubles;  approximately  6,000,000  rubles  outstanding.  Re- 
deemable at  par  in  65  annual  drawings,  dating  from  1894.  Interest 
payable  June  and  December.  CoupK>ns  subject  to  a  Russian  tax  of 
5  per  cent.  Bonds  to  bearer.  Principal  and  interest  payable  in 
PaJis,  London,  Amsterdam,  and  Berlin.  Principal,  500  francs=125 
gold  rableB=£19  16s.  6d.=289  Dutch  florin8=404  Reichsmarte.^^i^ 
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(45)  Kursk-Kharkof-Azof  Railway  4  per  cent  bonds  of  1894. 
Originally  issued,  7,070,875  rubles;  about  6,200,000  rubles  outstand- 
ing. Issued  for  tlie  convereion  of  the  shares  of  the  railway.  Repay- 
able at  par  by  means  of  61  annual  sinking-fund  drawings,  beginning 
1894.  Coupons  payable  January  and  July  and  subject  to  a  Russian 
tax  of  5  per  cent.    Parities  the  same  as  bond  No.  44. 

In  addition  to  bonds  Nos.  43,  44,  and  45,  there  are  listed  on  the 
Paris  Bourse  the  4  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Orel-Griasi  Railway  and  the 
3  per  cent  and  4  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Transcaucasian  Railway. 
These  issues  are  not  actively  dealt  in. 

The  Russian  railway  bonds  with  Government  guarantees,  quoted 
on  the  Paris  Bourse  (Nos.  46-52),  have  the  same  redemption  features 
as  other  Russian  bond  issues.  The  Volga-Boulouma  (Bougouloma) 
4J  per  cent  loan  was  offered  for  subscription  in  Paris  during  1908. 
The  total  issue  is  for  34,620,000  francs,  and  the  bonds  are  redeemable 
at  par  by  means  of  annual  drawings,  commencing  1919  (final  draw- 
ings in  1987).  Free  from  Russian  taxes  and  unconditionally  guar- 
anteed, principal  and  interest,  by  the  Russian  Government, 
national  Loans  of  Recent  Origin. 

Since  September,  1914,  the  principal  bond  issues  of  the  Russian 
Empire  have  been  as  follows:  (1)  5  per  cent  internal  loan  of  1914, 
$255,000,000,  which  was  offered  for  sale  on  a  5.35  per  cent  basis;  (2) 
5  per  cent  internal  loan  of  February,  1915,  $255,000,000;  (3)  5-year 
5i  per  cent  internal  loan  of  May,  1915,  $515,000,000;  (4)  10-year  5J 
per  cent  internal  loan  of  No%'ember,  1915,  $515,000,000,  offered  for 
public  subscription  at  95;  (5)  5^  per  cent  internal  loan  of  April, 
1916,  $515,000,000.  In  addition  to  these  loans  there  have  been  large 
amounts  of  Treasury  bills,  4  per  cent  Exchequer  bonds,  special  cur- 
rency loan.  Imperial  ruble  credits,  etc.  Ten  million  pounds  of  the 
Treasury  bills,  due  Febi-uary,  1917,  are  listed  in  London.  They  were 
offered  February,  1916,  at  94  per  cent. 

A  large  number  of  bonds  issued  under  the  5J  per  cent  loan  of  1916 
have  found  their  way  to  the  United  States,  and  a  fairly  active  mar- 
ket for  them  has  been  established.  They  are  obtainable  for  about 
$290  per  1,000  rubles  (exchange  at  par. about  $514.50  per  1,000 
rubles).  The  bonds  are  due  February  14,  1926.  The  yield  on  these 
bonds  is  approximately  5.55  per  cent.  In  the  event  of  the  exchange 
value  of  the  ruble  advancing  to  par  the  yield  would  be  approximately 
8.95  per  cent.  Interest  payable  in  Petrograd  and  other  Russian 
cities,  free  from  Russian  income  tax.  These  bonds  are  selling  in 
Petrograd  at  about  960  rubles  per  1,000-ruble  bond;  denominations, 
100  rubles,  500  rubles,  and  1,000  rubles. 

Under  date  of  July  10,  1916,  a  three-year  6|  per  cent  credit  for 
$50,000,000  was  arranged  between  the  Imperial  Russian  Government 
and  a  syndicate  of  American  bankers.  This  credit  is  a  direct  external 
obligation  of  the  Russian  Government.  The  syndicate  retains  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  from  the  Russian  Government  $55,402,000 
par  value  5-year  5^  per  cent  gold  bonds  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
ruble  credit  at  the  rate  of  33J  cents  per  ruble.  The  syndicate  maji 
at  its  discretion,  sell  rubles,  which  are  credited  to  them  at  the  Bank  of 
Russia  to  an  amount  equal  to  three  rubles  for  each  dollar  of  credit. 

The  Russian  Government  is  to  receive  half  of  any  profit  arising 
from  the  sale  of  rubles,  and  the  syndicate  the  ouiei;  half.    T^® 
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amounts  received  by  the  syndicate  will  be  distributed  among  the 
holders  of  the  credit,  which  was  offered  for  public  subscription.  The 
yield  to  the  investor  on  obligations  of  this  issue  is,  at  33^  cents  per 
ruble,  6.26  per  cent.  Principal  and  interest  payable  in  United  States 
gold  without  any  deduction  for  Eussian  taxes. 

Negotiations  are  stated  to  have  been  completed  for  the  purchase  by 
an  American  syndicate  of  a  new  issue  of  $50,000,000  bonds  of  the 
Bussian  Government.  The  loan  will  be  unsecured  and  will  be  pay- 
able in  United  States  gold.  The  offering  price  will  be  on  the  basis 
of  a  6|r  i>er  cent  yield. 

'  The  estimated  total  debt  of  Eussia  as  of  August,  1916,  was 
$14,800,000,000;  national  income  for  :'915,  $8,978,300,000.  Estimated 
population,  1916,  180,000,000.  The  per  capita  income  of  the  nation 
exceeds  $50 ;  the  per  capita  wealth  is  approximately  $325.  Included 
in  the  estimated  total  debt  will  be  found  all  floating  debt  and  ad- 
vances made  by  other  nations.  Probably  not  more  man  one-fourth 
of  all  expenditures  made  since  July,  1914,  have  been  funded,  the 
balance  being  in  the  form  of  advances  made  by  the  Bank  of  Eussia, 
by  Great  Britain  and  France,  or  in  noteSj  Treasury  bills,  etc.  The 
nation's  total  debt  as  of  July,  1914,  was  estimated  at  $4,537,000,000. 

FEBIODS  OF  FISH  KOBTAIITT  ON  FLOfilDA  COAST. 

Seports  received  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  show 
that  there  were  two  recent  periods  of  heavy  mortality  among  the 
fishes  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida  between  Naples  and  Sarasota 
for  15  or  20  miles  off  shore.  Outbreaks  of  this  phenomenon,  which 
appears  to  be  due  to  natural  causes,  occurred  on  October  3  and  Oc- 
tober 18,  1916. 

The  beaches  were  lined  with  windrows  of'  dead  fish.  Persons 
living  in  the  vicinity  were  affected  with  Inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  induced  by  some  gas,  presumably  sulphur  dioxide, 
given  off  from  the  waters.  There  is  ground  for  the  belief  that  the 
conditions  are  attributable  to  subterranean  disturbances  and  the  re- 
lease of  poisonous  gases  which  rise  and  pollute  the  waters. 

CHANGE  IN  NAME  OF  BTTSSIAN  FOBT. 

[British  (OoTemmeiit)  Board  of  Trade  Journal.  Oct  19.] 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  is  notified,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  that  the  name  of  the  new  Eussian  town  and  ice-free  port  at 
the  terminus  of  the  Murman  Eailway  has  been  changed  from  Port 
Murmau  to  Eomanoff-on-Murman. 

[Announcement  of  the  founding  of  this  town  was  made  in  Com- 
merce Eepobts  for  Oct.  4,  1916.] 

OFnCES  OF  THE  BTJBEAXT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUUEBCE. 


DlSTBier  0ITIGE8. 
low  TOBX;  Boam  409,  Cutamkone. 
B08TOH:  1801  Ciutoralioiue. 
CUUOO:  »04  Federal  BaUdlag. 
ST.  LOCIB:  408  Tklrd  HiUoasl  Bud(  Bnlldlaf. 
ATUBTA:  S21  Fnt  Offlee  BalldlnK. 
HIW  OBUAII81  1080  HlberaU  Baak  BnlUlBf. 
UH  niHCIBCO:  (07  GastomhooBe. 
SBATtU:  848  aearr  BaUdlac 


COOPEBITITB  orncKS. 
CLETELAl^D:  Chanber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

cracnniiTi:  c,  h.  o.  *  i.  p.  bt.  co. 

LOB  AKCIBLE8:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
FHIUDELPEU:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
aUTTAMOOfiA:  Sooth  Amerteaa  Affeat.  Soath* 

era  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBSe.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTONt  flreater  1 
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FOBEION  TBASE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

BcseiTcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  district  oflleeiii.     ReqtHSt 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportmnltr  mnmber; 

The  Barean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratlnf^  or  assume  responslbilltj'  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taKen  In  all  cases.  Symbolt: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  b;  commercial  attach^  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Aluminum  and  antimony 2303G 

Automobiles 23036-23042 

XtlcyelcB  and  accessories 23048 

Hoots  and  shoes 23043 

Bottling  machinery 23039 

Cloth  and  clothing 23043 

Copper,  lead,  and  tin 28036 

Cutlery 23048 

Fireworks 23043 

Flour 28041 

Furniture  and  fittings 23043 

General  merchandise 28040 

Groceries  and  provisions 28043 

Hardware,  builders' 28087-28044 

Hose,  garden 23044 

Hosiery 2.3043 

Lathes 23038 

Lighting  fixtures 23044 

Millinery 28048 


Motor  boats  and  tmcks 2303S 

Needles,  knitting-machine 230S5 

Notions 23043 

Package  goods 2S04S 

Phonographs  and  records 23048 

Photographic  supplies 2304S 

Pipe  fittings 23044 

Rubber  goods 28044 

Sanitary  fixtures 23044 

Sewing  machines 23043 

Soortlng  and  athletic  goods 23043 

Steel 28036 

Toilet  arOcles 23043 

Toilet  soaps  and  perfumery 23048 

Toolf 28038 

Toys  and  games 28043 

Typewriters  and  supplies 33043 

Underwear 33043 

Wearing  apparel 23043 


23035.1 — A  firm  in  the  United  States  desires  to  secure  for  Its  clients  in  Spain  pro- 
posals for  the  manufacture  of  knitting-machine  needles,  for  which  an  order 
for  20,000  can  be  placed.  A  blue  print  showing  the  needle  map  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  165.) 

23036.t — ^A  firm  in  Denmark  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  nnd 
exporters  of  automobiles,  motor  trucks,  motor  boats,  antimony,  copper,  lead, 
tin,  steel,  and  aluminum  interested  in  extending  their  business  in  that  coun- 
try and  In  Norway  and  Sweden.    References. 

23037.* — ^A  firm  In  Central  America  Is  in  the  market  for  builders'  hardware, 
such  as  hinges,  drawer  pulls,  door  knobs,  drawer  knobs,  screw  hooks,  and 
miscellaneous  boolis,  latches,  etc.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

23038.* — ^A  business  man- In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  act  as  agent  on  a  com- 
mission basis  for  American  manufacturers  of  lathes  and  tools  of  all  kinds. 
Corresi>ondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

23039.* — A  firm  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  Is  In  the  market  for  self-filling 
and  corking  machine  for  crown-cork  bottles.    Cash  will  be  paid  with  order. 

23040.t — A  firm  in  Russia  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  general  merchandise.  No  particular  line  is  specified. 
Correspondence  In  German. 

23041.t — ^A  merchant  in  the  West  Indies  wishes  to  secure  direct  r^resentation 
of  an  American  flour  mill. 

23042.} — A  commission  agent  In  Greece  desires  to  represent  an  American  mann- 
facturer  of  automobiles,  3  H.  P.  to  15  H.  P. 

23043.* — ^A  wholesale  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  secure  the  services  of  a  New  TOTk 
or  other  export  house  for  the  purchase  of  cloth,  shirts,  underclothing, 
hosiery,  package  goods,  toilet  soaps  and  perfumery,  boots  and  shoes,  units 
for  men  and  boys,  tailored  clothing  for  women  and  girls,  bicycles  and  acces- 
sories, toilet  articles,  cutlery,  fireworks,  furniture  and  fittings,  groceries 
and  provisions,  millnery,  notions,  phonographs  and  records,  photograpliic 
supplies,  sewing  machines,  sporting  and  athletic  goods,  toys  and  gamw, 
typewriters  and  supplies,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Bei- 
erence. 

23044.* — An  import  house  In  New  Zealand  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial 
relatloijs  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  builders'  hard- 
ware, sanitary  fixtures,  gas-lighting  fixtures,  malleable  cast-pipe  ^^^^ 
for  gas,  water,  and  steam  (English  threads),  garden  hose  and  rubber  goods 
for  household  use.  , 

WASHIKQTON  :  GOTEKNIfENT  PBINTINO  OW**-  *" 
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BSmSH  PROHIBITION  ON  IMPORTATION  OF  JEWELRY. 

[Cablegram  from  American  vice  consul,  London,  Not.  17.1 

The  importation  of  jeweliy  and  all  manufactures  of  gold  and 
silver  other  than  watches  and  watchcases  is  now  prohibited  except 
under  license. 

RUSSIAN  RESTRICTIONS  ON  IMPORTS. 

A  cablegram  dated  November  15,  1916,  from  the  American  Am- 
bassador at  Petrograd,  states  that  the  port  of  Vladivostok  has 
been  closed  to  private  shipments.  Permits  for  such  consignments 
may  be  obtained  from  the  General  Naval  Staff  upon  a  recommenda- 
tion by  the  Minister  of  Trade,  who  must  certify  that  such  imports 
are  necessary  for  consumption  in  Russia.  The  list  of  articles  the 
importation  of  which  has  been  prohibited  is  very  long,  comprising 
approximately  200  items.  Plain  clothing  and  necessary  foodstuffs, 
as  well  as  munitions  of  war  purchased  by  the  Government,  are  ex- 
cepted from  the  prohibition. 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  October  26,  1916,  pub- 
lished the  following  complete  list  of  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  into  Russia  it  was  proposed  to  prohibit : 

Various  fresh  or  dried  vegetables  (tariff  No.  5-!i)  ;  fresh  or  dried  fruits  and 
berries  (ex  6) ;  dried  fruits  and  berries(7) ;  mustard,  not  prepared  (12) ; 
cjinned  goods(13)  ;  truffles  and  mushrooms  (14)  ;  tobacco,  cut.  In  rolls,  colls,  or 
carrots,  and  snuff  (21-2)  ;  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  cut  tobacco  wrtippcd  in  to- 
bacco leaves  (21-3)  ;  confectionery,  jams,  Jellies,  and  fruits  with  sugar  or 
spirits  (ex  24-1)  ;  fruit  juices,  sirups,  and  preparations  wltiiout  sugar  (24-2) ; 
pastry  (ex  24-3)  ;  liops  and  extracts  of  hops  (26)  ;  spirits,  liqueurs,  etc.,  ether, 
spirits  for  beating,  and  denatured  spirits  (27)  ;  wines  of  various  kinds  (28) ; 
beer,  porter,  and  mead  (29)  ;  vinegar  (31)  ;  mineral  waters  (32)  ;  cheese  (35)  ; 
certain  fresh  fish  (37-1,  a)  ;  preserved  fish  (37-2)  ;  oysters,  lobsters,  etc.  (38)  ; 
human  hair,  not  prepared  (45-1) ;  certain  feathers  and  down  (47)  ;  lacquered 
skins  and  parings  of  the  same  (ex  55-2,  55-4)  ;  certain  fur  skins  (5(5-1)  ;  foot- 
wear of  silk  fabric  (ex  57-2) ;  leather  gloves  and  small  leather  articles  (57-3) ; 
traveling  and  sporting  goods  of  leather,  jute,  and  hemp  (57-5) ;  carved  and 
ornamental  articles  of  wood,  plaster,  etc.  (61-3) ;  fine  cabinet  work  (61^) ;  cer- 
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tain  furniture  (61-5) ;  dried  flowers  and  leaves  (62-6) ;  certain  basketwate 
(ex  64-2  and  3)  ;  precious  and  semiprecious  stones,  unset  (67)  ;  stones,  sculp- 
tured, etc.  (70-1)  ;  ornamental  terra  cotta  (74-3)  ;  common  clay  crockery  and 
pottery  (74-4b)  ;  earthenware,  ornamented  (7&-3) ;  certain  porcelain  ware 
and  ornaments  (76-2) ;  fine  porcelain  ornaments  (76-3) ;  cut  and  fancy  ^ase- 
ware  (77-4) ;  glass  articles,  ornamented  (77-5) ;  mirrors  and  certain  sheet 
glass  (77-7a  and  78-3);  certain  cosmetics  without  alcohol  (119-1);  per- 
fumery and  cosmetics  with  alcohol  (ex  119-2)  ;  toilet  soap  In  any  form  (120-1); 
gold  and  silver  Jewelry  and  manufactures,  with  or  without  stones  (148-2  and 
4)  ;  fabric.  br!il<l,  wire,  etc.,  of  gold,  silver,  and  tinsel  (14S-0)  ;  certain  platinum 
manufactures  (e.f  148-8)  ;  ornaments  and  ornamented  articles  of  copper, 
aluminum,  nickel,  and  other  metals  (149-3  and  4) ;  fine  cutlery  ware  (15&-2); 
optical  goods  in  fine  mountings  (170)  ;  pianos  aiid  otber  musical  Instroments 
(ex  172)  ;  cardboard  wares  of  all  kinds  (ex  177-4) ;  cotton  velvet  and  plnsh 
(189)  ;  certain  silk  fabrics  and  manufactures  (ex  195,  196) ;  fabrics,  etc,  of 
half  silk  (197);  woolen  fabrics,  printed  (200);  woolen  carpets  (203);  knit 
goods  of  silk  and  half  silk  (205-1,  n,  b)  ;  certain  trimmings  (205-2)  ;  tulle 
other  than  of  silk  (206)  ;  lace  and  lace  manufactures  (207) ;  embroideries 
(208) ;  clothing,  underwear,  and  women's  trimmed  hats,  fur  caps,  and  fur- 
trimmed  caps  (209) ;  thread,  fabrics  and  certain  manufactures  of  «rtton,  wool, 
and  other  fibers  when  containing  silk,  gold,  sliver,  platinum,  or  tinsel  (183-209) ; 
buckram  bat  frames  (ex  210);  umbrellas  and  parasols  of  all  kinds  (211); 
ornamental  feathers  and  artificial  flowers  and  plants  (218)  ;  jet,  certain  beads 
and  manufactures  thereof  (214) ;  fancy  nrtioies,  toilet  articles,  and  toys,  com- 
mon and  fine  (215). 

According  to  information  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  goods 
which  were  en  route  to  Russia  before  the  promulgation  of  the  decree 
establishing  the  prohibition  will  be  admitted  to  importation  upon 
arrival  in  Russia. 

FKOZEH  MEAT  EZFOETS  FBOM  SOTTTE  AFBICA. 

[Consul  John  P.  Bray,  Johannesburg,  Oct.  11.] 

The  export  of  frozen  meat  from  South  Africa  is  assuming  large 
proportions.  The  total  export  of  frozen  meats  amounted  to  3,000 
tons  in  1915 ;  this  amount  was  equaled  this  year  by  one  shipment 

The  season  opened  on  April  22, 1916,  and  up  to  September  7  about 
5,000  tons,  of  an  estimated  value  of  $973,300,  had  been  exported.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  meat  export  trade  will  continue  until  Christ- 
mas, a  considerable  increase  is  expected  over  the  shipments  of  1915. 
Practically  all  of  this  meat  for  exportation  comes  irom  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Natal,  with  only  a  small  quantity  from  the  Orange  Free 
State. 

The  development  of  this  industry  has  given  rise  to  a  demand  for 
the  compulsory  grading  of  cattle.  The  need  of  the  importation  of 
shorthorn  cattle  into  South  Africa  is  being  encouraged  by  circulating 
pamphlets  among  the  farmers.  These  circulars  are  illustrated  with 
pictures  and  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  informing  the  farmer  of  the 
desirability  of  raising  the  standard  of  cattle,  and  also  impresses 
upon  him  the  need  for  the  control  of  all  diseases. 

[Previous  reports  on  the  meat  Industry  of  South  Africa  were  published  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  2,  1915,  and  Jan.  17,  1910.] 


New  Mining  Code  in  Honduras. 

Amendments  to  the  mining  code  of  Honduras  appear  in  a  recent 
number  of  Centro  America.  These  amendments,  which  became  effec- 
tive July  1,  include  regulations  for  the  acquiring  and  working  of 
mines,  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  exportation  of  products- 
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FOBEION  BRAKCHES  OF  CANADIAN  BANES. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton, .New  Brunswick,  Nov.  8.] 

Two  of  Canada's  many  chartered  banks  have  already  recognized 
the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  establishing  branches  in  foreign 
countries  and  are  to-day  doing  business  under  their  own  direct 
control  in  the  islands  of  the  ^^  est  Indies  and  along  the  Caribbean 
littoral.  The  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada, 
both  of  them  institutions  which  originated  in  the  Maritime  Prov- 
inces, are  the  pioneers  in  this  branch  of  enterprise.  Commercial 
relations  between  the  eastern  Canadian  seaboard  and  the  islands  of 
the  western  North  Atlantic  have  long  been  firmly  established,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  only  natural  to  find  Canadian  banks  following  the 
route  of  Canadian  cargoes  in  Canadian  vessels  to  their  destinations 
overseas  and  establishing  themselves  there  for  the  convenience  of 
their  clients  and  their  own  profit. 

The  foreign  branches  which  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  has  estab- 
lished are  situated  at  Habana,  Cuba ;  San  Juan,  Porto  Kico ;  and  in 
Jamaica  at  liingston,  Black  River,  Mandeville,  Montego  Bay,  Port 
Antonio,  Port  Maria,  St.  Anns  Bay,  Savana  la  Mar,  and  Spanish 
Town. 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  has  branches  in  Cuba  at  Antilla, 
Bayamo,  Caibarien,  Camaguey,  Cardenas,  Ciego  de  Avila,  Cien- 
fuegos,  Guantanamo,  Habana  (4),  Manzanillo,  Matanzas,  Nuevitas, 
Pinar  del  Rio,  Puerto  Padre,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Sancti  Spiritus, 
Santa  Clara,  Santiago  de  Cuba ;  in  Porto  Rico,  at  Mayaguez,  Ponce, 
San  Juan ;  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  at  Santo  Domingo,  San  Pedro 
de  Macoris;  in  Trinidad,  at  Port  of  Spain,  San  Fernando;  in  British 
Guiana,  at  Georgetown,  New  Amsterdam,  Rose  HalJ  (Corentyn) ; 
also  at  San  Jose,  Costa  Rico;  Belize,  British  Honduras;  St.  John's, 
Antigua;  Nassau,  Bahamas;  Bridgetown,  Barbados;  Roseau, 
Dominica;  St.  Georges,  Grenada;  Kingston,  Jamaica;  and  Basse- 
Terre,  St.  Kitts. 

jnTDDEBSFIELD'S  TBADE  IN  WOOLENS  AND  WORSTEDS. 

[Consul  Franklin  D.   Hale.  Iluddersfield,   England,   Oct.   27.] 

It  is  said  there  are  but  few  buyers  in  the  Huddersfield  market  for 
woolens  and  worsteds;  still  manufacturers  in  the  worsted  trade  seem 
to  be  well  employed,  and  they  are  declining  orders  for  delivery 
even  12  months  hence,  so  difficult  is  it  to  foretell  future  conditions 
as  to  cost  of  production  and  demand.  The  present  trade  is  chiefly 
with  the  United  States,  France,  Denmark,  and  the  Netherlands. 
The  home  trade  in  worsteds  is  almost  stagnant,  as  the  manufacturers, 
although  they  name  prices  and  solicit  business,  are  unable  to  guar- 
antee a  price  much  longer  than  from  week  to  week.  The  home  trade 
in  the  woolen  section  is  also  almost  at  a  standstill,  as  all  available  ma- 
chineiy  is  busy  with  orders  for  the  Government,  and  also  for  France, 
Russia,  and  Italy.  Tweeds  for  the  colonies  arc  in  good  demand,  and  a 
ready  sale  for  suit  goods  is  easily  found  in  the  Far  Eastern  markets. 


The  municipality  of  San  Salvador  has  contracted  a  loan  of  135,000 
pesos  (about  $56,700)  to  be  used  in  building  a  new  market  place  of 
reinforced  cement. 
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CAB  FEBST  ACBOSS  NOBTHTTMBEBLAIID  8TBAIT. 

[CoDKul  Ji.  Verne  Rlrbardaon,  Hooctoo,  New  Bnmswick,  Nov.  8.] 

In  order  to  relieve  congestion  and  to  eliminate  the  expense  of  extra 
handling  of  freight  between  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island,  a  car-ferry  service  from  Cape  Tormentine  on  the  mainland  to 
Carleton  Point  on  the  island  was  authorized  some  time  ago  by  the 
Canadian  Government.  The  work  of  carrying  out  the  project  has 
now  advanced  to  such  a  stage  that  the  end  of  the  current  calendar 
year  is  expected  to  see  the  new  service  in  full  operation. 

Excellent  progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  both  ter- 
minals. The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  favorable  of  late,  there 
having  been  no  severe  storms  to  interfere  with  the  transportation  of 
materials  or  with  the  necessarily  exposed  undertakings  on  the  water 
front.  The  station  on  the  New  Brunswick  side  is  finished.  Increased 
yard  accommodation  has  been  provided  and  sidings  are  laid  on  the 
wharf.  On  the  Prince  Edward  Island  end,  although  there  yet  re- 
mains much  to  be  done,  the  contractors  are  worldng  rapidly  and  an- 
ticipate an  early  conclusion  of  their  task. 

The  distance  between  the  terminals  is  approximately  9  miles, 
and  the  intervening  strait  is  often  dangerous  for  any  but  full- 
powered  craft.  The  boat  which  will  serve  the  route  has  been  de- 
signed with  special  regard  to  the  local  conditions.  It  is  of  large 
size,  with  a  freeboard  much  greater  than  that  of  ordinary  car  ferries; 
is  heavily  built  to  cope  with  ice,  and  is  equipped  with  powerful 
engines. 

A  diversion  of  traffic  from  the  route  hitherto  used  will  follow  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  ferry.  Point  du  Chene  has  long  been  the 
New  Brunswick  railway  terminus,  at  which  connection  has  been 
made  by  boat  for  Summerside,  Prince  Edward  Island.  [See  Com- 
MEBCE  Eeports  for  Mar.  13  and  May  17,  1916.]  Now,  however,  the 
traffic  will  go  via  Sackville,  New  Brunswick,  to  Cape  Tormentine, 
Avhere  the  car  ferry  will  transport  both  freight  and  passengers  via 
Carleton  Point  and  the  railway  to  Charlottetown  and  other  Prince 
Edward  Island  points. 


NOBWEGIAH  LUHBEB  AND  FAFEB  COHFANT  FOB  BUSSIA. 

[Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa.  Nov.  13.1 

A  stock  company  with  a  capital  of  $933,300  is  being  formed  in 
Norway  with  a  view  to  buying  forest  areas  in  Russia  along  the 
Dwina.  A  committee  formed  for  this  purpose  has  been  investigating 
the  matter  and  proposes  that  a  cellulose  mill  (with  a  capacity  oi 
10,000  tons  a  year)  be  built  at  Kotlas,  situated  where  the  Vitcheyda 
falls  into  the  Dwina.  Kotlas  is  a  convenient  situation  for  such  an 
industry,  being  connected  with  Petrograd  and  Moscow  by  railroad. 
The  production  is  calculated  for  home  consumption  in  Kussia.  and  no 
export  is  intended,  at  least  for  the  time  being.  Timber  of  Jarge 
dimensions  will  be  sent  to  the  sawmills  at  Archangel.  The  company 
will  buy  forests  from  the  Russian  Government,  which  does  not  sell 
them  as  freehold  properties,  but  only  as  far  as  the  trees  are  concerned. 
The  contracts  in  this  case  extend  over  30  years. 
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BBAZniAN  TELEPHONE  LDTES  KEBOE  INTEBESTS. 

[CoQSOi  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  24.1 

By  a  decree  published  October  24,  1916  (No.  12211  of  Sept.  20, 
1916.),  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Brazil  has  permitted  the 
Interurban  Telephone  Co.  of  Brazil  and  the  Companhia  Rede  Tele- 
phonica  Bragantina  to  join  their  lines  along  the  frontiers  of  the 
States  of  Sao  Paulo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  Federal  District  of 
the  Republic  at  whatever  points  these  junctions  may  be  found  nec- 
essary, and  the  companies  may  proceed  to  exploit  the  new  system  thus 
created  under  the  provisions  of  article  99  of  Law  No.  3089  of  Jan- 
uary 8,  1916.  This  merging  of  interests  will  make  possible  some- 
thing like  general  telephone  communication  through  an  exceedingly 
important  and  busy  portion  of  the  country. 

It  has  been  estimated,  although  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  calculation^  that  there  is  in  this  portion.of  the  country  one 
telephone  to  each  100  inhabitants.  The  use  of  the  telephone  booth 
with  a  pay  station  has  not  gained  much  popularity,  although  a  few 
have  been  established  and  bring  in  very  profitable  returns. 
Companies  Whloh  are  Now  Operatin; . 

The  system  in  Sao  Paulo  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Cofnpanhia  Tele- 
phonica  do  Estado  de  Sao  Paulo,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Canadian 
Rio  de  Janeiro  Tramway,  Light  and  Power  Co.  of  this  city,  and  the 
Companhia  Rede  Telephonica  Bragantina.  The  former  of  these  com- 
panies was  said  some  time  ago  to  have  8,000  subscribers  in  Sao  Paulo, 
Santos,  and  Campos  alone.  The  Companhia  Rede  Telephonica  Bra- 
gantina, with  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  serves  nearly 
5,000  subscribers  and  connects  171  cities  and  towns  in  the  States  of 
Minas  Geraes  and  Sao  Paulo.  Some  smaller  local  companies  also 
operate. 

BICE  PBODUCTION  IN  FEBTJ. 

In  two  coast  Departments  of  Peru  (Lambayeque  and  La  Libertad) 
the  cultivation  of  rice  claims  the  attention  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  land  is  fertile,  there  is  an  abundance  of  water,  and 
the  climate  is  favorable  to  the  production  of  rice.  Being  so  favored 
by  natural  conditions  the  rice  planters  have  not  yet  begun  to  fertilize 
their  land,  as  is  done  in  other  rice-growing  countries,  but  take  advan- 
tage of  the  extensive  areas  to  let  part  of  their  ground  lie  fallow. 
About  60,000  acres  in  these  two  Departments  are  cultivated  in  rice, 
giving  an  average  yield  of  about  1,500  pounds  of  rice  per  acre.  The 
West  Coast  Leader  in  a  recent  issue  states  that  this  yield  could  prob- 
ably be  doubled  if  the  land  were  thoroughly  fertilized. 

Little  change  is  noted  in  the  production  of  rice  from  year  to  year. 
New  implements  for  cultivating  and  thrashing  the  rice  are  now  com- 
ing in  use,  however,  and  the  crop  of  1915-16  shows  a  slight  increase 
oyer  that  of  1914-15.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  production  of 
rice  in  Peru,  including  the  yield  from  Provinces  in  which  rice  is  cul- 
tivated as  only  one  or  several  crops,  will  reach  40,000  metric  tons  in 
1915-16.  The  quality  of  Peruvian  rice  is  said  to  be  unexcelled,  and 
it  finds  a  market  in  other  countries  as  well  as  at  home.  In  1913  Peru 
exported  $380,686  worth  of  rice  and  imported  $546,313  worth;  in 
1914  the  exports  amounted  to  $305,480  and  the  imports  to  $404,591. 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  AMEBICAH  EXPOBTEES. 

(Consul  Augustas  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Oct.  2^] 

Criticisms  of  American  methods,  especially  those  adopted  by  firms 
new  to  the^export  trade,  have  occasionally  been  made  to  the  Bradford 
consulate,  but  hitherto  few  of  these  criticisms  have  been  written  in 
such  a  friendly  strain  and  with  so  evident  a  desire  to  oflfer  helpful 
suggestions  as  the  letter  (just  received  from  a  firm  in  the  chemical 
and  color  trade)  from  which  the  following  paragraphs  are  taken: 

As  you  are  no  doubt  nware  at  tlie  beglnnin?  of  this  war  and  for  a  consida^ 
able  time  thereafter  we  were  extremely  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
for  chemicals,  and  the  demand  was  so  great  that  American  chemical  manufac- 
turers could  dictate  their  own  terms.  Among  other  conditions  it  was  In  most 
cases  necessary  to  remit  credits  to  New  York  along  with  orders  wiUiout  any 
specific  guaranty  in  regard  to  quality  or  strength.  Such  terms  were  perforce 
accepted.  Although  not  the  direct  fault  of  the  seller,  but  often  as  the  resnlt 
of  rail  and  dock  congestion,  there  were  considerable  delays  and  consequent  Irri- 
tation and  loss  through  the  arrivals  of  the  goods  here  after  the  promised  time. 

These  terms  and  their  consequences  have  undoubtedly  estranged  the  Ameri- 
can exporter  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  have  a  lasting  effect  upon  the  export  trade 
of  America.  Had  this  policy  been  abandoned  early  It  might  not  have  been  felt; 
but  it  is  even  yet  being  practiced,  and  I  attribute  this  as  much  to  Ignorance 
of  the  conditions  necessarj'  for  building  up  a  future  and  stable  business  as  to 
a  certain  spirit  of  independence  which  the  earlier  experiences  of  the  war  ea- 
gendered.  These  cosh-with-order  terras  are  still  being  required  by  large  and 
important  makers  of  new  products  seelung  new  markets — a  course  which,  I 
am  sure,  must  render  their  efforts  and  energies  in  propaganda  work  practically 
nugatory. 

The  American  "AdTertising  Trait." 

There  is  another  trait  of  the  American  exporter  which  has  shown  itself  within 
the  last  few  months  more  prominently,  owing  to  his  desire  to  seek  new 
markets,  and  which  I  should  call  the  "  advertising  trait."  I'he  attempt  is  now 
being  made,  with  regard  to  specialties  in  the  chemical  or  tinctorial  line,  to 
offer  these  broadcast,  in  typwrltten  letters,  over  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  These  circulars  find  their  way  into  every  nook  and  cranny  of  the 
trade — to  branches  of  associations,  to  private  individuals — and  are  in  most 
cases  all  of  one  set  type  with  set  prices. 

Where  these  goods  are  competing  against  already  established  lines,  the  results, 
I  feel  certain,  must  be  mMt  disappointing,  as  no  one  can  have  any  Interest  in 
testing  or  pushing  an  article  the  price  and  terms  of  which  do  not  differ  for  the 
large  user  or  for  the  small  one,  for  the  merchant  or  for  the  middleman.  Imagine 
a  comparatively  small  user  in  Bradford  being  asked  to  order  goods  in  New  Toil 
and  to  open  a  credit  there  and  pay  for  them  there,  to  be  shipped  "  as  soon  as 
possible  "  (a  very  elastic  term  so  far  as  shipment  at  present  goes) ,  when  he  can 
have  the  same  or  similar  products  which  he  has  used  for  many  years  delivered 
into  his  back  yard. 

Need  for  a  Settled  Trade  Policy. 

The  American  exporter,  moreover,  Is  prepared  to  think  and  to  talk  only  In 
very  large  amounts  and  forgets  the  necessity  of  distribution  in  small  and  varied 
quantities.  The  manufacturer  and  exporter  can  not  have  it  both  ways: 
either  tliey  should  be  prepared  to  deal  with  large  factors  in  Great  Britain  on 
special. terms,  leaving  them  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit  for  distribution  to 
consumers,  or  they  should  select.  In  Industrial  areas,  a  commercial  agent  to 
whom  they  should  consign  stocks  for  distribution  and  sale  on  ordinary  trade 
terms  in  English  money  competitively  against  other  makers,  reserving  tt« 
agent  a  reasonable  commission  and  sufficiently  wide  field  for  his  energies.  Ine 
latter  method  is  that  adopted  by  most  exporters  of  long  experience  in  the 
chemical  business.  The  commission  agent  sells  and  makes  contracts  on  bfr 
lialf  of  his  principal  in  America,  and  in  course  of  time  the  American  firm  Is  not 
only  introduced  but  Is  gradually  advertised  and  becomes  well  known  to  tliose 
who  are  using  regularly  its  products.  . 

In  my  opinion  the  present  methods  adopted  by  the  large  chemical  makers  ana 
exporters  in  this  country  will  do  them  a  large  amount  of  harm  and  wIU  Ii»™ 
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the  contrnry  effect  to  what  they  desire.  While  the  war  is  on,  abnormal  con- 
ditions prevail ;  but  as  soon  as  normal  conditions  are  restoretl  tlie  American 
chemical  trade,  including  tht>  coior  and  intermediate  trade,  will  find  Itself  very 
much  handicapped  unless  beforehand  it  adapts  itself  to  more  reasonable  con- 
ditions of  trade  and  enters  more  closely  into  the  trading  conditions  of  the 
countries  to  wliich  it  desires  to  exiwrt. 


INSPECTION  OF  EING  UFE  BTIOTS. 

The  United  States  Steaniboat-I*.ispection  Service,  in  a  circular 
letter  dated  November  13,  1916,  issued  instructions  to  the  inspectors 
of  the  service  modifying  the  requirements  for  the  approval  and 
inspection  of  ring  life  buoys.    The  circular  letter  provides  as  follows : 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  requirements  and  specifications  for  the 
construction  and  inspection  of  ring  life  buoys  were  not  issued  until 
about  May  1,  1916,  and  that  some  buoys  which  were  manufactured 
and  shipped  subsequent  to  the  formulation  of  the  rule  governing 
their  construction  were  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments and  specifications  of  the  rule,  the  bureau  now  decides  that  all 
life  buoys  which  were  manufactured  and  shipped  prior  to  July  1, 
1916,  may  be  accepted  as  conforming  to  the  requirements. 

All  ring  buoys  which  have  b«en  manufactured  since  July  1,  1916, 
must  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rule  governing  their  construc- 
tion, and  must  have  been  inspected  by  an  inspector  of  this  service, 
aiid  no  such  buoy  manufactured  or  shipped  since  July  1,  1916,  will 
be  accepted  unless  it  meets  the  requirements  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  incorporated  in  the  rules  now  in  force. 

Manufacturers  of  ring  life  buoys  will  notify  the  local  inspectors  of 
the  respective  districts  in  which  the  factories  are  situated  whenever 
they  have  ring  life  buoys  ready  for  inspection,  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  such  notice  an  inspector  will  inspect  and  test  the  buoys. 

Inspectors  when  inspecting  and  testing  buoys  will  see  that  they 
are  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  rule,  and  that  they  meet  the 
specified  requirements  for  buoyancy,  strength,  etc.  Buoys  must  be 
plainly  stamped  or  branded  by  the  manufacturer  and  inspector  be- 
fore being  covered,  and  manufacturers  and  inspectors  will  also  plainly 
stamp  the  buoys  after  they  are  covered.  The  manufacturer's  stamp 
on  the  cover  of  the  buoy  will  be  accepted  by  the  inspector  as  evidence 
that  the  buoy  before  being  covered  was  tested  and  stamped  in  ac- 
cordance with  these  directions. 

Local  inspectors  will  furnish  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  ring 
life  buoys  within  their  respective  districts  with  copies  of  this  cir- 
cular letter. 

PAPEE  YABNS  METEICALLY  NTJMBERED  IN  GERMANY. 

(Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Oct.  29.] 

The  production  of  paper  yam  in  Germany  is  steadily  increasing. 
In  accord  with  the  desire  of  various  industries  concerned  the  paper 
yarns  are  now  being  metrically  numbered  instead  of  measured  by  the 
old  English  "  count."  This  may  be  important  for  the  future,  when 
fas  noted  in  Commekce  Reports  for  Aug.  24, 1916]  metrical  number- 
ing in  Germany  will  also  be  introduced  for  cotton  yarns. 

[A  short  article  on  "  Paper  twine  and  yarn  In  Germany  "  appearetl  in  Com- 
MEBCE  Reports  for  Feb.  29,  1916,  and  In  connection  therewith  samples  of  Ger- 
man-made paper  twine  were  offered  for  Inspection  under  File  No.  73030.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


680  COMMEBCE  BBPOBTB. 

SHALL  SCHOONEBS  IN  THE  LTTMBEK  TRADE. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Blcbardson.  Monctoo,  New  Bmnswlck,  Canada.  Oct  11.1 

The' use  of  small  schooners  in  the  North  Atlantic  carrying  trade 
is  one  of  the  commercial  innovations  resulting  from  -the  European 
war.  Mention  has  been  made  of  several  instances  of  craft  of  very 
moderate  tonnage  making  successful  voyages  between  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  and  ports  in  Europe.  Reports  show  that  the  ships  of  at 
least  one  other  coimtry  are  sharing  in  the  profits  of  this  trade. 

The  statement  was  published  recently  that  a  shipping  firm  in 
Chatham,  New  Brunswick,  had  already  dispatched  12  steamers  and 
55  sailing  vessels  since  the  beginning  of  the  current  season,  all  of 
them  lumber  laden.  As  this  indicated  unusually  large  business, 
Chatham  not  being  one  of  the  Dominion's  chief  shipping  centers,  it 
is  explained  that  nearly  all  of  the  55  sailing  vessels  mentioned  were 
Danish  schooners  of  about  200  registered  tons  each,  whose  carrying 
capacity  is  not  more  than  one-tenth  that  of  an  ordinary,  lumber 
"  tramp."  ' 

SlTcrted  from  Their  Kegvlar  Trade. 

These  little  vessels  since  the  war  began  have  been  diverted  from 
their  regular  trade  with  Baltic  ports  and  have  reaped  a  rich  harvest 
in  freights.  During  last  season  about  100  craft  of  this  class  were 
entered  at  the  port  mentioned  and  two  other  small  ports  to  load 
lumber  for  over-seas  destinations^  their  cargoes  aven^png  about  100 
standards  each.    A  standard  is  roughly  2,000  superficial  feet. 

Freight  rates  for  neutral  vessels  from  Chatiiam  to  European  ports 
were  as  high  as  420  shillings  ($102.20)  per  standard  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season,  but  now  have  dropped  to  about  260  shillings 
($63.26)  per  standard.  The  latter  figure  is  approximately  six  times 
higher  than  the  rates  prevailing  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

SPAIN  INCBEASES  CEMENT  PEODUCnON. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hnrst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  14.] 

The  production  of  hydraulic  cements  in  Spain  has  of  late  increased 
considerably  in  order  to  supply  the  domestic  demand,  as  imports 
have  fallen  oflf.  There  are  now  9  plants  devoted  to  the  making  of 
Portland  cement,  5  of  which  are  of  comparatively  recent  construc- 
tion. At  present  about  350,000  tons  of  cement  are  produced  annually, 
and  arrangements  are  under  way  to  bring  the  output  to  500,000  tons. 
As  the  domestic  consumption  of  cement  amounts  to  some  450,000  tons 
annually,  a  margin  will  remain  for  export. 

In  1913  Spain  imported  over  90,000  tons  of  cement,  lime  of  all 
kinds,  and  puzzolana,  while  in  1915  this  figure  decreased  to  21,000 
tons.  Over  half  of  the  supply  of  1913  came  from  France  and  con- 
siderable quantities  from  Austria  and  England.  Judging  from  the 
amount  imported  during  the  first  half  of  1916,  the  whole  year  will 
show  a  marked  decrease  compared  with  1915. 

Natural  cement  was  produced  in  Spain  in  1914  to  the  amount  of 
255,000  tons.  Sixty-one  plants  were  in  operation,  12  of  which  were 
in  the  Province  of  Barcelona,  11  in  the  Balearic  Islands,  and  11^ 
Gerona,  the  remainder  being  in  Guipuzcoa,  Tarragona,  Lerida, 
Valencia,  and  Huesca,  embracing  altogether  218  kilns  and  employ- 
ing 1,430  hands.  Six  plants,  with  16  kilns  and  1,092  hands,  produced 
cements  of  the  Portland  class  yielding  219,000  tons. 
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JAPAN'S  TEXTIIE  ASB  IBOH  tUTDUSTBIES. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  Oct.  5.] 

It  is  reported  that  Japan's  cotton  trade  with  China  is  on  the  wane 
as  a  j-esult  of  the  abnormal  advances  in  yarn  quotations  in  the  Osaka 
market  and  that  its  place  is  being  taken  by  Indian  goods.  According 
to  a  report  published  by  the  Associated  Cotton  Spinning  Companies, 
and  quoted  by  the  Japan  Mail,  Japan's  yarn  trade  in  the  closing  10 
days  of  September  alone  fell  off  by  3,633J  bales,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  month.  In  comparison 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  the  decrease  amounts  to 
6,086  bales.  The  total  volume  for  the  period  is  11,476  bales,  making 
the  total  for  the  entire  month  39,356  bales. 

Tlie  recovery  from  this  loss,  says  the  Mail,  will  be  somewhat  diffi- 
cult for  the  Japanese  cotton  men,  who  have  to  depend  upon  the 
United  States  for  their  raw  material  The  mills  have  still  to  buy 
300,000  bales  of  cotton,  following  their  purchase  of  200,000  bales  early 
this  year.  The  Mail  says  that  some  first-class  mills  have  already  laid 
in  part  of  the  required  stocks  in  anticipation  of  a  shortage,  but  all 
the  second-class  mills  which  have  laid  in  but  small  stocks  of  cheaper 
cotton  will  be  hard  hit. 

Tlie  newspaper  states  that  it  is  true  that  their  apparent  loss  as  the 
result  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  American  cotton  may  be  recouped  to 
some  extent  by  mixing  Indian  goods  with  their  American  cotton,  but 
that  not  much  of  the  loss  can  be  made  good  without  transferring  part 
of  the  increased  cost  to  the  shoulders  of  the  buyers.  It  will  thug  be- 
come still  more  difficult  for  them  to  regj\in  their  lost  market  in  China 
against  the  invasion  of  cheap  Indian  goods. 

Though  full  particulars  are  not  yet  known,  the  situation  adds  in- 
terest to  the  discussion  of  a  plan  for  the  purchase  of  a  cotton  mill  in 
Shanghai  by  certain  Japanese  cotton  magnates.  The  mill  t6  be 
bought  runs  30,000  spindles  and  occupies  an  important  position 
locally. 
New  Iron  Hannfaotnring  Company. 

Business  men  connected  with  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  and  the 
Osaka  Iron  Works,  according  to  the  Japan  Chronicle,  are  behind  a 
project  to  establish  a  company  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  chains, 
anchors,  rivets,  and  various  iron  articles  used  in  shipbuilding,  with 
a  capital  of  2,000,000  yen  ($997,000).  The  Chronicle  quotes  the  Jiji 
as  saying  that  the  entire  capjtal  has  already  been  subscribed  by  the 
promoters.  The  method  of  launching  the  projected  company  will  be 
to  convert  by  purchase  the  interests  of  the  Osaka  Seisasho  and  a 
formal  establishment  will  be  announced.  The  new  company  will  bo 
called  the  Kabushiki  Kaisha  Osaka  Seisasho. 
statistics  of  Workers  in  Factories. 

The  Sale  and  Frazar  Geppo  states  that  women  workers  in  factories 
largely  outnumber  the  male  workers  in  Japan.  A  recent  Government 
announcement,  it  says,  shows  that  there  are  486,481  female  workers, 
as  against  81,106  male  workers  in  the  13,249  dyeing  and  weaving 
factories  of  the  country.  The  machinery  factories  employ  4,448 
women  and  94,171  men;  chemical,  29,796  female  workers  and  63,627 
male;  food  and  drinks,  13,984  females  and  64,621  males,  and  other 
factories  30,599  females  and  80,432  males.  The  total  number  of 
factory  workers  in  Japan  includes  564,308  female  and  383,957  male 
employees. 
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DUTCH  HABEET  FOB  YaJSQ  CABDTETS. 

[Paul  Xj.  EdwardB,  secretary  to  commercial  attach^.  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  Oct  W.) 

American  steel  filing  cabinets  could  obtain  a  market  in  the  Nether- 
lands if  the  proper  efforts  were  made  by  American  exporters.  Just 
at  present,  owing  to  scarcity  and  high  cost  of  freight  space  and  to 
other  war  difficulties,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  do  any  business 
in  this  line.  The  freight  alone  on  a  steel  cabinet  averages  approxi- 
mately 65  per  cent  of  the  valjie  of  the  article.  Added  to  this  is  the 
5  per  cent  Dutch  import  duty,  which  is  calculated  on  the  value  in 
the  Netherlands,  i.  e.,  cost,  insurance,  and  freight,  plus  Netherlands 
Oversea  Trust  and  commission  charges.  The  American  exporters  of 
filing  furniture  are  now  asking  for  a  credit,  or  even  cash,  with  the 
order;  and  as  such  freights  ordinarily  take  from  nine  to  eleven 
months  actually  to  reach  the  Netherlands,  the  Dutch  dealer  loses 
another  5  per  cent  in  interest  on  his  purchase  money.  Under  such 
adverse  conditions  practically  no  steel  filing  cabinets  are  coming  from 
the  United  States  at  the  present  time. 
.Wooden  Cablnett  Preferred — ^Kecestlty  of  Careful  Packing. 

The  Netherlands  seems  to  have  a  slight  preference  for  wooden 
filing  cabinets.  The  Dutch  business  man  ordinarily  has  a  well- 
fumished  office,  with  wooden  desks  and  chairs  and  wooden  filing 
cabinets  to  match.  Hundreds  of  business  men  have  their  offices  in 
their  own  houses,  and  such  men  seem  to  prefer  wooden  filing  furni- 
ture. The  moist  and  variable  climate  does  not  seem  t6  offer  any 
obstacles  to  the  satisfactory  use  of  well-seasoned  oak  fumitute. 
American  oak  cabinets  do  not  have  to  pay  such  high  freight  as 
steel  cabinets,  as  the  former  may  be  entirely  dismounted  for  ship- 
ment. 

The  principal  steel  filing  cabinets  are  of  German  make  and  are 
generally  said  to  be  cheap  in  appearance  and  noisy.  American  cabi- 
nets are  nearly  always  preferred  where  price  is  not  a  determining 
consideration. 

Probably  American  makers  of  filing  cabinets  would  have  difficultly 
in  displacing  the  market  for  German  steel  cabinets,  but  the  Amen- 
can  make  could  establish  a  market  of  its  own.  This  has  already  been 
done  to  some  extent,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  reputation  of  the  Ameri- 
can article  for  high  quality.  For  this  purpose  it  would  be  best  that 
only  the  highest  grade  American  article  be  sent  over  to  the  Nether- 
lands. Great  care  should  be  taken  in. packing  so  that  the  goods  may 
arrive  in  perfect  condition.  Even  the  makers  of  the  best  American 
cabinets  occasionally  have  been  guilty  of  inadequately  packing  their 
shipments.  This  makes  a  very  bad  impression,  especially  with  a 
pew  article.  An  assorted  consignment  of  the  best  American  cabi- 
nets, arriving  in  perfect  condition  and  displayed  by  a  first-class 
Dutch  house,  probably  would  open  at  once  and  for  many  years  a 
profitable  market  for  that  particular  make. 
Sizes  XTsed — No  Present  Imports — Terms — Karket  in  Dutch  East  Indies. 

The  size  of  cabinets  that  seems  to  be  most  used  is  four  drawers 
high,  30  inches  deep,  with  drawers  12  inches  high  by  12  or  14  inches 
wide.  The  single  drawer,  30  inches  deep,  12  inches  high,  and  14 
inches  wide,  is  also  in  great  demand. 

At  present  the  Netherlands  is  importing  practically  no  filing  fur- 
niture, and  probably  will  import  none  until  the  end  of  the  war. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  EEPOBTS. 


683 


Americans  should  take  advantage  of  this  condition  and  should  ob- 
tain some  of  the  orders  for  restocking. 

Germany  customarily  allows  three  months'  credit  on  such  pur- 
chases as  steel  filing  cabinets.  While  it  is  not  necessary  that  Ameri- 
cans grant  equal  or  better  terms  in  order  to  enter  this  market  they 
can  not  continue  to  demand  cash  with  orders,  if  they  hope  to  make 
any  progress  toward  building  up  a  market  here  for  sted  filing 
cabinets. 

If  American'cabinets  meet  with  success  in  the  Netherlands  a  new 
and  large  market  may  be  opened  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  Filing 
famiture  there  is  preferably  of  steel,  as  various  tropical  insects  at- 
tack the  wood. 

[A  list  of  Dutcli  dealers  in  office  furniture  who  might  handle  American  steel 
filing  cabinets  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  branch  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1982.] 


SOUTH  AFRICA'S  TEADE  FOE  EIGHT  MOUTHS. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Unrpby,  Cape  Town,  Oct.  6.] 

Newspapers  in  Cape  Town  discuss  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  for  two-thirds  of  1916.  The  value  of  imports  was 
nearly  25  per  cent  larger  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915.  There  was  apparently  a  similar  increase  in  exports,  although 
definite  information  is  not  available  because  the  value  of  gold  ship- 
ments is  not  included  in  the  published  statistics.  The  Cape  Argus, 
in  its  comment,  states: 

Both  Imports  and  exports  are  shown  to  have  largely  Increased,  and  although 
DO  fleures  of  Internal  production  are  available,  we  know  that  the  farming 
industry  throughout  the  Union  is  making  surprising  headway.  The  value  of 
Imports  into  the  Union  during  tlie  eight  months  of  the  present  year  ended 
August  31  last  was  £27,222,721  ($182,479,372),  compared  with  £21,734,065  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year,  while  the  value  of  the  exports 
(excluding  gold  shipments)  was  £14,127,956  ($68,753,698),  as  against  £10,083,- 
570.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  figures  relating  to  the  export  of  raw  gold 
are  not  available,  it  is  Impossible  to  say  whether  the  balance  of  trade  Is  in 
our  favor  or  against  us,  but  It  Is  fair  to  assume  that  It  is  greatly  In  our  favor. 
In  any  case,  the  totals  quoted  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory.  The 
percentage  of  our  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  has  slightly  decreased, 
while  our  percentage  with  foreign  countries  has  correspondingly  Increased. 

The  most  Interesting  Items  in  the  report  are  those  which  deal  with  the 
exjwrts  during  the  eight  months,  as  these  supply  clear  evidence  of  the  effect 
of  high  prices  in  stimulating  exports.  For  example,  it  appears  that  our  ex- 
ports of  grain  Increased  in  value  from  £391,952  to  £796,234,  wool  from 
£3.587,111  to  £4.110,783,  and  skins  and  hides  from  £1,035,983  to  £1,316.128. 
Other  products,  such  as  fruit,  also  show  satisfactory  increases. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOEEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 


DISTBICT  OrFICES. 

KEW  TORE  I  ^oon  409,  Caitomhoaac. 

BOSTON:  1801  Ciitomhoasr. 

CnClGO:  604  Fodertl  Bnlldla;. 

BT.  LOUIS:  403  Third  Nitloul  Biak  Bnlldtas. 

ATLAim:  621  Port  OBee  Bslldlag. 

NIW  0BUAN8:  lOSO  Hlberols  Biidc  BalldUs. 

8AK  FBAKCI8C0:  307  Castomhoaae. 

BBAXTLK:  84S  Hcarjr  Bnlldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CIiETBLAND:  Ckualjer  of  Cowneree. 
CDiaXNATI:  Chimber  of  Coauneree. 
aSCEWfATI:  C,  "V.  0.  >  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
I;08  AKGELE8 :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTAN0O«A:  Sogth  Amerleaa  Ageat,  8oa(k> 

ern  Bj.  Co. 
FOBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Comaure*. 
DATTON :  flreater  Dajtoa  Amoelatloa. 
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ABGENTDiE  TKADE  DT  AUUnNITION. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Hosarlo.] 

While  no  figures  are  available  showing  the  imports  of  ammuni- 
tion into  the  Rosario  district  alone,  the  use  of  firearms  is  quite  gen- 
eral and  the  demand  for  ammunition  is  good.  Game,  particularly 
ducks  and  partridges,  is  abimdant  and  hunting  is  a  popular  sport 
throughout  the  district.  In  the  country,  where  the  population  is 
scattered,  the  rifle  is  very  common ;  the  revolver  is  i^uch  carried  in 
both  country  and  cities. 

Shotgun  shells  are  made  on  a  large  scale  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  as 
the  duty  is  high  the  demand  for  imported  shells  is,  I  am  informed 
largely  confined  to  special  grades  and  certain  sizes  not  made  in 
Buenos  Aires.  There  is,  however,  a  good  market  for  rifle  and  revolver 
cartridges  from  abroad.  My  informants  also  point  out  that  many 
consumers  reload  shotgun  shells,  and  that  there  is  at  present  a  great 
scarcity  of  and  excellent  demand  for  caps. 
Types  and  Sizei  in  Greatest  Demand. 

Taking  10  as  a  maximum,  the  demand  for  the  principal  types  and 
sizes  of  ammunition  used  here  is  said  to  be  represented  fairly  closely 
by  the  following  figures : 

Bifie  cartridges. — Flobert  and  similar — 6-millimeter,  ball  load  2, 
shot  load  4;  9-millimeter,  ball  load  7,  sinjgle-shot  load  8,  double-^ot 
load  10;  various  types,  .22-caliber,  3;  Winchester — ^small  4,  .44-cali- 
bierT. 

Revolver  cartiidges. — Smith  &  Wesson  and  similar-^.32-callber, 
short  3,  long  10;  .38-caliber,  short  8,  special  6;  Velo  dog,  6-millimeter, 
6 ;  Browning — ^7.65-millimeter  10,  6.35-millimeter  6. 

Shotgtm  shells. — 12-gauge,  1;  16-gauge,  10;  20-gauge,  3;  24-gaugB, 
2 ;  28-gauge,  2 ;  12-millimeter,  6 ;  14-milfimeter,  5. 

The  foregoing  list  is  not  complete.  It  merely  includes  the  kinds 
of  ammunition  for  which  the  demand  is  said  to  oe  best.  As  respects 
shotgun  shells,  I  am  informed  that  the  last  five  sizes  indicated  are 
either  not  made  in  Buenos  Aires  or  not  produced  in  suflScient  quan- 
tity to  meet  the  demand  and  that  these  sizes  are  consequently  im- 
ported. The  market  for  imported  12  and  16  gauge  shells  is  largely 
confined  to  special  grades. 
No  Restrictions  on  Imports — Duty. 

There  are  no  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  firearms  excepting  such  as 
are  of  a  strictly  military  nature  (armas  de  guerra).  This  applies 
also  to  ammunition.  The  Government  supervises  the  importation 
and  placing  on  the  market  of  arms  and  ammunition  suitable  for 
military  purposes.  It  appears,  however,  that  regulations  do  not 
operate  as  a  hindrance  on  legitimate  trade. 

Cartridges  and  shells  are  classified  under  paragraphs  1652 
(empty)  and  1653  (loaded)  of  the  Argentine  import  tariff,  and  are 
subject  to  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  to  which  must  be  added  the  usual 
surtax  of  2  per  cent  assessed  on  all  imports  the  duty  on  which  is  10 
per  cent  or  over.  This  duty  of  52  per  cent  is  collected  not  on  the 
invoice  value  but  on  the  "aforo"  or  official  valuation  for  customs 
purposes,  which  is  1.20  gold  pesos  per  kilo  for  empty  and  70  gold 
centavos  per  kilo  for  loaded  cartridges.  This  is  in  reality  equivalent 
to  a  specific  duty  of  27.3  cents  United  States  currency  per  pound  for 
empty  and  15.9  cents  per  pound  for  loaded  cartridges.   In  addiUcni  to 
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the  foregoing  duties,  the  tariff  prescribes  certain  official  charges  for 
customs  handling,  storage,  and  statistics,  which  amount  to  a  little 
under  1  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  merchandise.  These  duties  and 
charges  apply  to  imports  from  all  countries,  there  being  no  prefer- 
ential or  conventional  rates. 

C€rtain  makes  of  ammunition  which  were  imported  from  the 
United  States  before  the  war  have  a  good  hold  on  the  market,  and 
dealers  state  that  it  will  not  be  easy  to  compete  with  them.  There 
is  at  the  present  time  an  excellent  demand  for  the  types  of  ammuni- 
tion formerly  imported  from  European  countries  which  can  not  now 
supply  them.  These  include  particularly  the  Browning  (7.65  and 
6.35  millimeter)  and  Velo  dog  (6-millimeter)  revolver  cartridges 
and  Flobert  (6  and  9  millimeter)  rifle  cartridges.  An  American 
firm  able  to  deliver  such  ammimition  promptly  would  undoubtedly 
find  a  ready  sale  for  its  products. 

Sales  Kethods  and  Terms. 

As  a  rule,  in  order  to  secure  a  foothold  in  this  market,  a  personal 
representative  should  be  sent  out  to  study  conditions  and  get  in 
touch  with  dealers.  This  visit  may  be  repeated  periodically,  or  an 
agency  may  be  placed  with  a  local  importer  or  commission  man. 
It  is  usually  easier  to  interest  commission  men  than  importers.  The 
former  do  not,  however,  purchase  goods  themselves  but  merely  place  - 
orders  on  a  commission  basis. 

The  recognized  credit  terms  here  are  90  days  from  the  arrival  of 

goods,  but  many  importers  are  accustomed  to  pay  cash  against 
ocuments  when  dealing  with  American  firm&  It  is  often  well  to 
offer  the  customer  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  merchandise  before 
accepting  the  documents.  If  it  is  desired  to  build  up  a  permanent 
business,  it  is  advisable  to  offer  some  credit  facilities. 

Prices  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  acceptable  to  the  leading 
Kosario  houses.  When  practicable  c.  i.  f.  quotations  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred, particularly  when  dealing  with  smaller  concerns  whose  facili- 
ties for  information  may  be  limited. 

At  the  present  time  very  few  vessels  come  through  to  Eosario 
from  American  ports.  Goods  can,  however,  be  transshipped  at 
Buenos  Aires. 

Correspondence  intended  for  this  district  should  be  in  Spanish. 

[A  list  of  Rosarlo  Importers  of  arms  and  ammunition  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  80814.] 


PACEEBS  REOISTEB  HOUSE  ELAG  Aim  FITimEL  HABES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1908,  of  the  follow- 
ing-described house  flag  and  funnel  marks  of  the  Alaska  Packers' 
Association,  San  Francisco,  Cal. : 

House  flag — a  fish-tailed  flag  divided  into  three  triangular  fields  by 
broad  blue  lines  extending  from  the  upper  and  lower  points  of  the 
outer  ends  of  the  flag  to  the  opposite  inner  corners  and  around  the 
entire  outer  edge.  The  field  adjacent  to  the  flagstaff  is  black,  with  the 
letter  A  in  the  center,  and  the  other  fields  are  red. 

Funnel  marks — a  broad  white  band  with  the  house  flag  on  each  side 
imposed  on  a  black  funnel. 
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CHILEAN  MARKET  FOS  STES. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Oct  2.] 


For  some  years  the  United  States  has  been  the  principal  source  of 
supply  of  the  leather  dyes  imported  into  Chile,  but  prior  to  1915 
it  had  little  share  in  the  general  dyestuff  trade  with  that  coimtry. 
Both  the  leather  and  cloth  dyes  imported  are  chiefly  the  blacks.  The 
yeUow  dyes  for  leather  are  obtained  from  algarobilla,  which  is  native 
to  Chile.  During  the  present  year  the  United  States  has  been  de- 
pended upon  for  Chile's  supply  of  nigrosine. 

Statistics  of  the  imports  of  dyestuffs  in  1913, 1914,  and  1915,  shown 
by  coimtries,  are  as  follows: 


Countries. 

UU 

1914     . 

1915 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

AUxarln,  aniline,  and  dyes  in  general: 

Paundt. 
9,981 
3,410 
93,619 

S6,62«~ 
2,263 
62,129 

Pvundt. 
3,278 
2,762 
65.212 
2,303 
12,155 
33 
434 

«2,17'5 
1,826 
43,278 
1.528 
8,066 
22 
288 

Pounds. 

407 

23 

5,984 

11 

684 

5,071 

75 

tin 

I^rance      

u 

».^, 

Italy 

United  Kinfdom 

28,131 
117 
It 

18,669 
77 
10 

454 

United  stales  of  America 

3,3M 

Others .• 

*S0 

Total 

135,273 

89,772 

86.167 

57,183 

12,264 

8,131 

IndiKO: 

Boleium                    ...      .... 

95 

1,155 

634 

420 

94 
1,150 
'630. 
418 

4,252 

4,233 

374 

m 

gpajn    '                              .          . 

1,100 

1,095 

Total 

5,352 

5^328 

2,304 

2,292 

374 

«1 

Cochtneal,  lac  dye: 

26 

2 
13 

in 

2 

13 

9 

55 

460 

10 

Carmine: 

3 

4 
5 

7 

164 

26 

1 

679 
107 

7 

15 

United  "Kingdom 

34 

Total 

128 

534 

191 

793 

11 

« 

Dyes  for  leather: 
Belcium.  . 

2,816 
8,580 
4,004 
1.650 
125,521 

280 
854 
399 
164 
12,495 

1,012 
2,585 
5.236 
1,331 
16,016 

101 
267 
521 
132 
1,695 

33 

"■■■     i 

Germany 

United  Kingdom '.'...'.'. 

306 
14,377 

■■■■    » 

United  states  of  America 

1,4)1 

Total 

142,571 

14,192 

26,180 

2,606 

14,806 

1,473 

Grand  total ....■• 

283,350 

109,839 

114,842 

62,874 

27,445 

10,(« 

Chile  presents  a  very  limited  market  for  dyes  and  dyestuffs  lo- 
calise of  the  small  development  of  the  textile  industry.  The  vail^ 
making  stockings  and  underwear  and  knit  goods  in  general  impor* 
dyed  yarns  for  color  work  and  consume  only  a  small  quantity  ot 
dyes. 
Experiments  with  American  Dyes  Not  Satisfactory — Import  Centers. 

The  experiments  so  far  made  with  American  dyes  in  this  country 
have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory.  One  local  concern  reports  that 
it  obtained  a  very  curious  type  of  violet  color  on  middy  cloth  through 
the  use  of  an  Ainerican  dye  which  should  have  given  a  navy  blu*) 
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and  that  one  lot  of  cotton  trouserings  was  spoiled  in  the  dj^eing 
because  of  the  irregular  and  splotchy  effect  or  the  dye. 

Some  60  per  cent  of  all  the  dye  imports  are  received  at  Valparaiso. 
Talcahuano  is  the  second  port  of  importance  in  this  line  and  receives 
about  20  per  cent  of  the  dyestuffs  other  than  leather  dyes.  The 
imports  at  Talcahuano  are  principally  for  the  cloth  mills  at  Tome, 
•near  Concepcion,  at  which  place  more  wool  is  dyed  than  in  any  other 
section  of  Chile. 

Dyes  are  imported  to  some  extent  by  the  local  knitting  mills,  cloth 
mills,  and  shoe  factories  (which  operate  their  own  tanneries).  They 
are  also  imported  as  stock  or  on  order  by  the  large  importing  houses. 

Import  Duties  on  Dyestuffs. 

The  following  are  the  duties  on  dyestuffs  as  stated  in  the  Chilean 
customs  tariff  of  1916 :  Alizarin  and  imitations,  f  uchsine,  rosaniline, 
nigrosihe,  and  aniline,dyes  in  general,  1.20  pesos  gold  per  kilo  legal 
weij^ht  (net  weight  plus  interior  packing),  or  $0.20  per  pound;  anil 
or  indigo,  indigotine,  natural  or  synthetic,  1.80  peso  gold  per  kilo 
gross  weight,  or  $0.30  per  pound;  cochineal  and  lac  aye,  0.99  peso 
gold  per  kilo  gross  weight,  or  $0.15  per  pound ;  carmine,  7.50  pesos 
gold  per  kilo  legal  weight  (net  weight  plus  interior  packing),  or 
|l.24  per  pound;  dyes,  not  otherwise  specified,  for  dyeing  leather, 
0.18  peso  gold  per  kilo  gross  weight,  or  $0.03  per  poun^. 

[Lists  of  knitting  mills,  cloth  mills,  the  principal  shoe  factories,  and  the  large 
general  importers  in  Chile  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Befer  to  file  No.  81669.] 


AlOSaCAN  COKSTTLAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kame. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion o( 
venue. 


Address. 


AIDert,  Talbot  J 

ChunbcrllQ,  George  £ — 

Donaldson,  Cbester 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Gamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Morgan,  Henry  n 

Saner,  Emil 

Smith,  Felix  WlUoughby. 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Bcahr,  Herman  L 

winslow,  Edward  D 

Watjon,  John  J.  0 

■WUIrleh,  Gebhard 

Weddell,  AIexan<^  W... 


Hanover,  Germany... 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 


Dee.  23 
Dec.  23 


Fort  Limon,  Costa  Nov.  25 

Rica. 

St.     Stephen,     New  i  Jan.  17 

Brunswick. 

Corinto,  Nicaragua Dec.  31 

Swatow,  China Doc.  30 

Hamburg,  Germany..  Dec.  1 

Cologne,  Germany Feb.  1 

Tiais,  Russia Dec.  15 


CalcultT,  Indii 

Monte>ideo,  Uruguay 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 


St.  Fierre,  Mlquelon. 
Quebec,  Quebec .... 
Athens,  Greece , 


Jan.  15 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  11 


Dec.  25 
..do.... 
Dec.  3D 


Deportment  of  State  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamb<Tlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn.,  until  Dec.  17. 
3;  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkcrs,  N.  Y. 

Department  ot  State,  AVa-shington,  D.  C. 

Glen  Ell>Ti,  III. 

129  Xfain  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Knickerbocker  Hold,  Fort y-sccond 
Street  and  Uroadwav.  New  York  Cil  y. 

Deportment  ot  State,  Wasblngtoh,  D.  t". 

(','0  Mcssmoro  Tcndi'II.  Woolworlh  Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  5CM  Federal 
Building,  Chicago.  111. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  p.  C. 
Do. 
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F0££ION  TB4DE  OPFOBTTrtflTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnremv  and  Its  district  ofllcea.  Reqnest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atrnte  opportanitr  nnmiter. 
The  Bnreaa  does  not  furni!<h  credit  ratines  or  assume  responsibility  aa  to  the  8tandt<« 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual_j)recautlon8  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbols; 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attacbtSa  and  com- 
mercial agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Motorcycles 23046, 2S05S 

Motors    23046 

Nails  and   tacks 23056 

Needles,  knitting  machine 23050 

Sevrlng  machines 23053 

Shoes   28055 

Tools    ^ 23045 

Umbrella  materials 2304S 


Automobiles 28046,  28058 

Condensed  milk 23057 

Cretonne    23047 

curtain  materials 23047 

Fly   traps 230S1 

Hose,   fire 28052 

Machinery,  sugar  mtll 28049 

Metals  (brass,  atcel,  nickel) 28054 


23045.* — ^A  firm  In  Central  America  Is  In  the  market  for  tools,  such  as  wood 
chisels,  i  in.  to  2  in.,  varying  by  i  in.,  six  dozen  of  each  size;  ax  heads, 
50  dozen,  4#  and  4}#  without  handle;  adzes,  5  in.  face,  12  dozea  Cor- 
respondence in  English.    References. 

23046.* — A  firm  in  Holland  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
motor  cars,  motors,  and  motorcycles.  Reference.  Correspondence  in 
English. 

23047.* — ^A  firm  in  New  Zealand  Is  in  the  marlcet  for  colored  bordered  curtain- 
ing, voile,  marquisette,  etc.,  and  cretonne  for  chair  covering. 

23048.* — A  firm  in  Spain  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  umbrella  materials, 
such  as  frames,  handles,  ribs,  and  cloth  and  aUk  for  covering.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English.    References. 

23049.t — An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  Const  Is  In  receipt  of  an  inquiry  regard- 
ing t)  complete' sujfar  mill  for  handling  12,000,000  pounds  of  sugar  daring 
a  crop  season,  worliing  12  hours  dally.    Reference. 

23050.t — ^A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Brazil  is  In  the  marlcet  for  knitting-machine 
needles.  Requirements,  about  100,000  needles.  Interested  manufacturers 
may  communicate  with  representative  in  the  United  States.    Reference. 

23051.* — ^An  official  of  one  of  the  Governments  In  Latin  America  desires  to 
receive  catalogues  and  prices  of  glass  fly  traps.  Correspondence  in  Spanish 
preferred. 

23052.* — A  firm  in  Norway  desires  to  purchase  1,000  meters  of  rubber-lined, 
hemp-covered  fire  hose,  consisting  of  40  lengths  of  25  meters  each.  The 
inside  diameter  of  the  hose  should  be  72  millimeters.  Cable  infonuatiou  is 
desired  giving  price,  quality,  size,  and  time  of  delivery.    Reference. 

23053.t — The  agent  in  Greece  of  an  Illinois  manufacturing  company  desires  to 
be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  automobiles,  motorcycles,  and 
sewing  macliines,  etc. 

23054.t — Tlie  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  who  wishes 
to  purchase  for  export  to  Switzerland  metals,  much  as  brass,  steel,  nickel, 
and  white  metal  in  rods  and  sheets. 

23055. t — Quotations  are  desired  on  large  quantities  of  shoes  costing  not  more 
than  $1.35  per  pair,  for  shipment  to  Latin  America. 

23056.1: — A  commission  merchant  in  France  is  in  the  market  for  nails  and  tacks. 
Correspondence  In  English.    Reference. 

23057.t — A  firm  of  exporters  on  the  Pacific  coast  would  like  to  be  placed  in 
communication  with  manufacturers  of  sweetened  and  unsweetened  con- 
densed skimmed  milk.  The  firm  states  it  can  handle  about  3.000  cases 
monthly  of  sweetened  tind  about  2,000  cases  monthly  of  unsweetened  milk. 
It  would  be  willing  to  'introduce  capital  and  form  a  private  company  for 
the  manufacture  of  such  milk. 
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SWISS  SXrOAB  IMFOBTS. 

[Congnl  Walter  H,  Schuli,  Berne.  Oct  7;  see  Cohmbbob  RspoRTa  for  Feb.  24,  Hay  9, 
July  26.  and  Oct.  80,  1916.] 

Eleven  thousand  tons  of  Java  sugar  are  on  the  high  seas  en  route 
for  Switzerland  via  Rotterdam.  A  part  of  the  cargo  will  come  by 
rail  on  German  cars,  while  the  rast  will  be  shipped  via  the  Rhine. 
This  will  be  the  first  time,  it  is  said,  that  the  Rhine  has  been  used 
during  the  war  for  the  supply  of  Switzerland.  Two  shiploads  of 
American  sugar  are  at  Nantes  awaiting  rolling  stock  for  transporta- 
tion to  Switzerland.  The  existing  sugar  shortage  in  the  country,  it 
is  stated,  will  not  be  overcome  by  these  arrivals,  as  the  preserving  sea- 
son is  at  hand  and  greater  quantities  than  usual  are  required. 

To  a  lack  of  rolhng  stock  and  not  to  a  imiversal  sugar  shortage  is 
the  present  serious  condition  of  the  Swiss  sugar  mareet  attributed. 
The  situation  has  now  reached  such  a  stage  that  the  wholesale  deal- 
ers of  the  coimtry  have  petitioned  the  Government  to  introduce  sugar 
cards.  The  people  have  been  cautioned  by  the  Grovernment  to  econo- 
mize in  sugar.  New  regulations  regarding  the  use  of  sugar  in  the 
manufacture  of  sweets  and  drinks  have  been  also  adopted  to  eliminate 
all  possible  waste. 

[Switzerland's  trade  In  American  siiRniv48  a  development  of  the  past  year.  In 
the  twelvemonth  ending  June  30,  191."»,  but  110  pounds,  valued  at  $8,  were 
shipped  from  the  United  States  to  Switzerland,  and  none  at  all  In  the  four 
fiscal  years  immediately  preceding.  In  the  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,  191.?, 
however,  tlie  American  customs  records  show  exports  to  Switzerland  of 
17,36o,.530  iwunds  of  refined  sugar,  valued  at  $627,021 ;  in  the  six  months  ending 
June  30,  1910,  shipments  totaling  19,425,700  pounds,  valued  at  $1,00S,C97 ;  mak- 
ing the  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  36,791,230  pounds,  vahie<l  at  $1,635,718. 
In  July,  1916,  the  exports  amounted  to  560,000  pounds,  valued  at  $35,276;  in 
August,  1916,  to  1,680,000  pounds,  value  $107,521;  but  none  went  fonvard  in 
September  of  this  year.] 

The  National  Association  of  Fisheries  Commissioners  has  desig- 
nated Friday,  November  24,  as  national  fisheries  day,  with  the  par- 
ticular purpose  of  educating  the  public  in  matters  relating  to  fish  and 
the  fisheries.  One  proposed  feature  of  the  observance  is  the  dissemi- 
nation of  appropriate  information  through  the  schools. 
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SOUTH  AEBICAN  FBOOTTCE  HABEET  STTLL. 

(Conral  B.  A.  WakefleU.  Port  BUabetlu  Oct.  11.] 

There  is  nothing  of  particular  note  to  state  in  connection  with  the 
present  condition  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  market  for  ostrich  feathere, 
wool,  mohair,  hides,  and  skins.  There  is  a  fair  demand  for  all  this 
produce  except  ostrich  feathers.  Except  for  the  first-mentioned, 
prices  are  too  high,  according  to  the  id^s  of  most  purchasers.  At 
the  same  time  there  appears  to  be  little  prospect  of  lower  prices  for 
the  near  future. 

Direct  shipments  from  here  to  America  have  been  fewer  in  num- 
ber for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  but  this  would  natun^lly  be  sp 
because  of  the  close  of  the  wool  season.  The  new  clips  are  com- 
mencing to  arrive  with  oemparative  frequency,  but  consist  largely 
up  to  the  present  of  inferior  lines.  There  is  a  strong  demand  for 
well-grown  wools,  and  the  few  lines  that  have  arrived  have  been  sold 
at  high  prices.  Inferior  wools  uie  marketable  at  comparatively  low 
figures.    Short,  seedy  wools  are  nM  salable  except  at  very  low  figures. 

In  mohair,  a  fair  amount  of  biMness  has  been  done  in  winter  hair, 
selling  up  to  33.5  cents  a  pound,  and  in  winter  kids  up  to  36  cents. 
Sometimes  sales  in  Basuto  hair  are  reported  at  30  and  81  coits  a 
pound.  There  have  been  no  transictions  or  quotations  in  connec- 
ti<»  with  summer  hair. 

For  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  the  ostrich-feather  market  has 
been  dull,  and  at  present  there  are  no  signs  of  increasing  demands. 
For  the  week  endmg  September  26,  2,5^  poimds  of  feathers  were 
sold  for  $9,500;  for  the  week  ending  October  2,  2,480  pounds  were 
sold  for  $12,500;  for  the  week  ending  October  9,  4,618  pounds  were 
sold  for  $16,780. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  all  classes  of  hides  and  ^dns,  and  hi^ 
prices  continue  to  prevail. 


CANAL  TBAFHC  IS  SEFTEUBEB. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Mot.  1.] 

The  cargo  carried  through  the  Panama  Canal  in  the  month  of 
September,  1916,  amounting  to  662,170  tons,  was  the  greatest  that  has 
passed  through  since  the  reopening  of  the  Canal  and  has  been  ex- 
ceeded but  once  since  the  opening  of  the  Canal  in  1914.  In  July  of 
1915  the  number  of  tons  of  cargo  which  passed  through  was  705,469. 

The  number  of  ships  passing  through  the  Canal  in  seagoing  or 
commercial  service  was  154.  This  number  has  been  exceeded  but 
twice — ^in  July  and  August  of  1915 — ^when  the  numbers  were  170 
and  161,  respectively.  Of  the  154  ships  making  the  transit  of  the 
Canal  during  September,  1916,  77  were  British,  37  American,  10 
Norwegian,  7  Peruvian,  6  Chilean,  5  Japanese,  and  4  Dutch.  Sixty- 
nine  of  them  were  boimd  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  85  fr(«n 
the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic. 

The  tolls  earned  in  September  amounted  to  $498,603.    Of  this 
amount  $200,672  was  for  ships  passing  from  the  Atlantic  to  the. 
Pacific  and  $292,931  for  ships  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic 
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DUTCH  DEVICE  AIMS  AT  FUEL  ECONOMY. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabio,  Amsterdam,  Oct.  81.] 

The  difficulty  since  the  war  began  of  obtaining  adequate  supplies 
of  coal  for  industrial  uses  in  the  Netherlands  has  led  to  various  in- 
vestigations and  suggestions  for  the  relief  of  the  situation.  A 
Dutch  teclinical  periodical  describes  a  device  for  economizing  fuel 
by  getting  all  the  coke  and  the  unconsumed  pieces  of  coal  out  of  the 
ashes  or  I'efuse  from  a  furnace  and  using  them  again.  In  many 
instances  it  has  been  found  that  more  than  20  per  cent,  sometimes 
as  high  as  75  per  cent,  of  furnacerefuse  consists  of  combustible  ma- 
terial. The  practice  has  been  to  'pick  this  out  by  hand,  but  the  re- 
sults were  not  satisfactory.  j 

Process  Sifts  Out  Combustible  Kemnants. 

By  the  device  described  furnace  refuse  is  ground  and  put  through 
sieves,  which  separate  it  into  patf.s  of  four  different  sizes.  Each 
part  is  put  into  a  separate  basin  cj)ntaining  a  liquid  with  a  specific 
gn,\ity  somewhat  more  than  that^of  water,  in  which  it  is  briskly 
stirred  about.  This  liquid  is  said  to  be  very  cheap  and  easy  to  make, 
and  to  be  generally  a  refuse  product  of  factories.  The  stirring  and 
revolving  of  the  particles  in  the  liquid  bring  the  lighter,  which  are 
the  combustible  remnants,  to  the  surface,  \mile  the  heavier  or  un- 
usable parts  sink.  The  combustible  remnants,  therefore,  need  only 
to  be  scooped  out,  and  when  dried,  it  is  claimed,  make  good  fuel.  It 
is  stated  that,  in  general,  2,000  tons  of  furnace  refuse  will  yield  38 
tons  of  fuel  of  good  quality,  besides  much  of  an  inferior  quality.  The 
refuse  left  from  the  sieving  process  can  be  used  in  making  a  fine 
grade  of  beton,  it  is  averred. 

The  cost  of  installing  this  device  would  be  too  much  for  a  small 
factory,  but  it  has  been  suggested  that  an  establishment  might  be 
erected  and  the  refuse  from  factories  within  a  given  district  be  col- 
lected and  treated  there,  so  that  all  the  associated  factories  would  be 
able  to  operate  their  furnaces  very  cheaply. 


GEAIH  ELEVATOBS  F02  SOUTH  AUSTSALIA. 

Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy  has  forwarded  a  copy  of 
the  contract  entered  into  by  the  State  of  South  Australia  and  a  Mon- 
treal firm,  whereby  the  latter  is"  engaged  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications  for  and  supervise  the  erection  of  elevators  for  the  bulk 
handling  of  grain.  (This  is  the  same  firm  that  was  engaged  by  the 
State  of  New  South  Wales  to  draw  plans  for  a  terminal  elevator  at 
Sydney ;  see  Commekce  Reports  for  Mar.  17, 1916.  For  other  articles 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  bulk  handling  of  grain  in  Australia  see 
the  issues  for  Nov.  11, 1913,  Aug.  21  and  25, 1915,  and  Feb.  2,  Oct.  7, 
and  Nov.  13,  1916.)  A  printed  copy  of  the  document  can  be  exam- 
ined by  those  interested  upon  application  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon 
referring  to  file  No.  1986.  This  agreement  has  special  reference  to 
the  engineering  work  on  the  grain-handling  scheme;  it  does  not  pro- 
Tide  for  the  erection  of  the  elevators. 
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SAXIBH  BITBOEI  VOS  HEZI  YEAB. 

[American  Miototer  Hanrtce  Fraaete  Egaa,  CoptDbawak,  Oct.  3.] 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Folketing  to-day  the  Minister  of  Finance 
placed  before  the  House  the  financial  budget  for  1917-18.  The  current 
receipts  for  that  year  are  estimated  at  $43,733,000  (the  Danish  crown 
has  been  converted  to  United  States  gold  at  the  normal  rate  of  $0,268) 
and  the  current  expenses  at  $32,160,000.  As  was  done  last  year,  an 
extra  budget  will  be  introduced  separately.  The  sum  of  $10,000,000 
has  been  reserved  to  pay  off  debts  and  interests  on  loans.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  present  fiscal  year  ha?,  made  it  possible  to  estimate  the 
receipts  from  certain  sources  considerably  higher  than  formerly. 
The  returns  from  the  ordinary  income  tax  have,  for  instance,  be^ 
estimated  60  per  cent  greater.  Several  other  sources  of  income,  in- 
cluding several  Government  institutions,  have  experienced  a  corre- 
sponding increase.  ^ 

In  marked  contrast,  however,  is  the  status  of  the  extraordinary 
income  tax.  While  it  has  been  ^possible  during  the  present  fiscal 
year  to  obtain  $8,000,000  by  means  of  this  tax,  the  estmiate  for  the 
coming  year,  as  appearing  in  the  budget,  amounts  to  but  $1,340,000. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  law  governing  the  extraor- 
dinary income  tax  holds  good  during  the  present  fiscal  year  only. 
However,  the  prospects  for  the  extension  of  this  law  include  the 
fiscal  year  1917-18  are  favorable.  Taxes  and  dues  constitute  the  chief 
source  of  income,  and  are  estimated  at  $38,243.60. 

The  comment  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  the  extra  budget — ^to  be 
introduced  some  time  in  the  future — indicates  that  the  sum  which 
will  be  required  to  cover  the  extraordinary  expenditures  necessitated 
by  the  war  amounts  to  nearly  $27,000,000.  When  both  budgets  are 
considered  the  finances  for  the  fiscal  year  1917-18  show  a  deficit  of 
some  $13,000,000;  and  if  to  this  is  added  $11,000,000,  the  deficit  for  the 
fiscal  year  1916-17,  the  total  approaches  $25,000,000. 

The  national  debt  of  Denmark  will,  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
1917-18,  amount  to  $129,248,000,  of  which  sum  $70,078,500  is  due  for- 
eign countries. 

aTTATEHAIA  BKViVES  FEAST  OF  MXNESVA. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Guatemala  City,  Nor.  6.] 

All  Guatemala  has  just  been  celebrating  the  Feast  of  Minerva,  the 
most  elaborate  observance  in  its  calendar.  The  revival  of  this  feast, 
educational  and  patriotic  in  its  motives,  is  the  idea  of  the  present 
President,  Senor  don  Estrada  Cabrera.  Like  its  Soman  precursor, 
it  marks  the  close  of  the  school  vear,  and  prizes  are  awarded  for 
excellence  in  scholarship.  One  of  the  prize&-j$100  gold  and  a  trip 
to  the  United  States — was  given  by  an  American  company  for  the 
best  essay  written  in  English. 

Ceremonies  intended  to  inculcate  love  of  country  and  devotion  to 
duty  form  part  of  the  celebration.  There  is  also  an  exhibition  of 
the  products  of  the  Bepublic  held  in  connection  with  the  annual 
event.  Of  the  exhibits  this  year,  coffee,  sugar,  and  sugar  cane  deserve 
special  mention.  American-made  plows  and  disk  plows  specially 
adapted  to  sugar-cane  cultivation  were  on  display. 
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ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  HVDSEBSFIEIS  TECHNICAL  COLLEGE. 

[Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Huddersfleld,  England,  Oct.  27.] 

The  Huddersfield  Technical  College  is  a  large  institution,  and 
has  for  years  been  doing  important  work.  The  time  has  come, 
however,  when  further  development  is  necessary,  and  additional 
land  adjoining  the  present  property  has  been  secured  for  the  ul- 
timate purpose.  There  can  be  no  construction  at  present  of  any 
building  to  cost  more  than  £500,  approximately  $2,500,  without  per- 
mission of  the  Government  Minister  of  Munitions  as  well  as  the 
local  authorities,  and  this  can  nfet  be  obtained  at  present.  It  is 
intended  to  expend  about  £50,000  ($240,000)  in  extensions  and 
equipment.  The  departments  especially  needing  new  and  greater 
facilities  for  instruction  and  research  and  experimental  work  are 
the  textile,  in  all  its  varied  lines  of  dyeing,  desiring,  weaving,  etc., 
and  that  which  has  to  do  with  a  ^yide  research  into  the  field  of  all 
coal-tar  products,  chemicals,  dyes,, etc.  This  research  work  has  to 
be  ^ven  every  possible  advantage,  in  view  of  the  future  needs  of  the 
textile  industry  of  this  country.  Another  feature  of  the  growing 
work  of  the  college  this  year  is  that  of  instruction  in  foreign  lan- 
guages. Besides  the  usual  classes  in  French  there  is  a  much  larger 
class  studying  Spanish,  while  over  50  students  are  taking  up  Rus- 
sian. Before  this  year  there  have  been  but  few  young  men  taking 
up  this  language.  It  is  an  indication  that  much  is  hoped  for  in  a 
greater  commercial  intercourse,  after  the  war,  between  England  and 
Kussia. 


FROBirCTION  AND  SALE  OF  CANADIAN  EGOS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Nov.  7.1 

New  Brunswick,  like  other  parts  of  eastern  Canada,  is  not  at  pres- 
ent producing  sufficient  quantities  of  poultiy  and  eggs  for  its  own 
consumption.  Authorities  are  quoted  as  stating  that  an  unprece- 
dented demand  for  eggs  and  poultry  exists  throughout  Canada  as 
well  as  in  other  countries.  The  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in 
Canada  this  year  will  be  greater  than  ever  before.  A  shortage  is 
reported  in  current  receipts,  and  storage  supplies  also  are  reduced. 
The  selling  price  is  from  40  to  60  per  cent  higher  than  two  years  ago, 
when  Canada  was  importing  considerable  quantities.  During  the 
past  12  months  Canadian  production  has  sufficed  for  local  consump- 
tion. Last  year  more  than  7,000,000  dozen  eggs  were  exported  to 
Great  Britain. 

For  the  12  months  ended  March  31,  1916,  Canada  exported  eggs 
worth  $2,705,416,  compared  with  $1,206,518  worth  the  preceding  year 
and  only  $92,322  in  1914.  Of  these  values,  $432,004  in  1916,  $240,878 
in  1915,  and  only  $92,322  in  1914  represented  foreign  eggs  shipped 
from  Canada  but  produced  in  the  United  States.  For  the  first  two 
of  the  periods  mentioned  most  of  Canada's  egg  exports  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  values  of  such  exports  oeing  $2,618,871  ajid 
$1,016,796,  respectively,  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1916 
and  1916. 
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IConsal  Generkl  Carl  Bailey  Hoist,  Barcelona,  Oct.  4.] 

Spanish  royal  orders  now  made  public  authorize  the  Minister  of 
Finance  to  withdraw  the  proposed  budset  for  1917,  presented  in 
June  last  [see  Gjmmebce  Repohts  for  July  19,  1916],  and  to  submit 
a  new  one  to  the  Cortes.  Further  authorization  is  given  for  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  to  reconstruct  the  national  financial  ^stem,  such 
as  to  modify  and  extend  the  privileges  of  the  bank  oi  Spain;  to 
make  a  new  contract  for  the  tobacco  monopoly;  to  suppress  the 
monopoly  for  the  manufacture  ai^  sale  of  explosives  and  establish 
a  tax  thereon;  to  create  a  monopc^y  for  the  sale  of  denatured  alco- 
hol; to  exempt  enterprises  operating  in  Spain  from  the  payment  of 
royal  taxes  and  stamps  for  placing  their  securities  in  Spain ;  to  modify 
various  taxes;  to  establish  a  tax  on  the  unearned  increment  of  real 
estate;  to  concede  certain  benefits  to  new  industries  that  may  be 
started  in  Spain  and  to  such  industries  already  existing  as  may  be 
enlarged ;  to  create  a  National  Agricultural  Bank  of  Spain,  and  also 
a  Spanish  Bank  of  Foreign  Commerce ;  to  permit  the  Government  to 
lease  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  wax  and  other  matches;  and  to 
lease  the  rights  for  the  production  of  quicksilver  in  the  mines  of 
Almaden. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  other  royal  orders  sanction  the  presentation 
of  several  additional  bills  affecting  the  finances  of  the  country. 

Provisloiu  of  the  Kew  Budget. 

The  new  budget  submitted  for  1917  makes  the  following  provisions 
(the  1916  figures  being  also  shown  for  comparison) : 


Receipts. 

Probable  in 
1916. 

Approprla- 
Uon  lor  1U7. 

Ezpendltuies. 

Oradtts 

autborlted 

In  1916. 

Credits 

soUdted  Sot 

1017. 

T>lnmt  tATf* 

tBl,  504,976 

65,014,747 

67,186,356 

.     10,206,(07 

«S5,461,8S3 
85,481,100 
60,378,600 
15,636,881 

PnUlo    deM     and 

Crown  expenses 

Expenses     of     tbe 
Mftilrtriw  

102,442,041 
144,739,632 

Indirect  taxes ......... 

«es,9M^e35 

Other.. 

139,«7S,3M 

Total 

Total 

224,813,116 

265,846,433 

337,181,673 

238,868, 14» 

This  budget  provides  for  a  surplus  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of 
$17,178,288.  Appropriations  are  reduced  in  all  departments  of  the 
Government,  except  in  the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Ecclesiastical  Obhgations  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  which  two  items 
are  augmented.  The  greatest  reduction  in  expenditures  is  that  for 
military  and  other  action  in  Spanish  Morocco,  which  is  cut  down  by 
$2,630,723  compared  with  the  1916  appropriation.  The  appropria- 
tion for  the  Ministry  of  War  is  reduced  by  $1,116,221,  and  that  of  the 
Treasury  for  collecting  revenues  by  $869,977. 

The  chief  increase  in  the  receipts  expected  to  result  from  the 
financial  reorganization  is  under  the  heading  of  indirect  taxation,  but 
larger  revenues  are  also  anticipated  from  other  sources. 

Second,  or  Extraordinary,  Bndget  to  be  Svbmltted. 

A  summary  has  been  published  of  the  liquidation  of  the  budget  of 
1915,  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  on  December  31, 1915,  the  extraor- 
dinary appropriations  of  1914  and  1915,  and  a  statement  showing 
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how  the  outlays  exceeded  the  appropriations  in  1914  and  1915.  Based 
on  conclusions  drawn  from  these  figures  a  second  or  extraordinary 
budget  is  submitted  to  the  Cortes  of  appropriations  for  natioiutl 
reconstruction  covering  a  period  of  10  years.  The  appropriations 
for  1917  amount  to  $52,443,821.  It  is  planned  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures in  part  by  the  surplus  provided  for  in  the  new  budget  and  to 
raise  a  loan  for  the  remainder  during  the  first  two  years.  Then  with 
development  of  the  Government's  resources  in  the  future  it  is  ex- 
pected that  after  the  year  1922  there  will  be  a  surplus  sufficient  to 
cover  these  appropriations,  as  well  as  to  reduce  the  debt  incurred  dur- 
ing the  first  years  the  new  plan  is  j^ti  force.  The  totals  of  the  extraor- 
dinary budget  gradually  decreas^  after  1918  until  the  appropria- 
tions for  1926  amount  to  $19,355,263. 

The  extraordinary  budget  for  1917  includes  $28,176,511  for  public 
■works,  $11,476,487  for  the  Navy,  and  $6,707,348  for  the  Army. 


J 

UST  OF  BASIO  STATIONS  Olf  UNITED  STATES  FOE  1916. 

■f 

"  Radio  Stations  of  the  United  States,  Edition  of  July  1, 1916,"  has 
been  issued  by  the  Radio  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  De- 
partment of  Commerce.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C,  at  15  cents  each.  The  book  contains  178  printed  pages  besides 
blank  pages  for  additions,  and  presents  the  following  information : 

Land  radio  stations,  alphabetically  by  names  of  stations. 

Ship  radio  stations,  alphabetically  by  names  of  vessels. 

Land  and  ship  stations,  alphabetically  by  call  signals. 

Special  land  stations,  alphabetically  by  names. 

Special  land  stations  grouped  by  districts. 

Amateur  stations,  grouped  by  districts,  with  names  of  owners,  locations,  and 
power,  arranged  alphabetically  by  names  of  owners  and  also  alphabetically  by 
call  signals. 

Statement  regarding  transmission  of  time  signls  and  hydrographic  informa- 
tion by  naval  radio  stations. 

Transmission  of  weather  reports  by  naval  radio  stations. 

International  Morse  code  and  conventional  signals. 

List  of  abbreviations  to  be  used  in  radio  communication. 

There  are  nine  districts  throughout  the  countn^,  with  headquarters 
at  Boston,  Mass. ;  New  York,  N.  Y. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Savannah,  Ga. ; 
New  Orleans,  La.;  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Seattle,  Wash.;  Detroit, 
Mich. ;  and  Chicago,  111. 


LIGHTHOTTSE  CONSTBTTCTION  IN  SPAIN. 

[CoDsal  Ely  B.  Palmer,  Madrid,  Oct  20.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
announces  under  date  of  October  17,  1916,  that  bids  will  be  received 
from  Spanish  or  foreign  bidders  until  January  2, 1917,  by  the  Seccion 
de  Senales  Maritimas,  calle  de  Alcala  100,  Madrid,  Spain,  for  fur- 
nishing the  pedestal  and  the  revolving  and  optical  apparatus  for  the 
lighthouse  at  Cape  Nao  (el  Cabo  de  la  Nao),  in  the  Province  of 
Alicante.  Instructions  to  bidders,  together  with  drawings,  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.    Refer  to  fiJe  No.  81977, 
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(Weekly  BnUatki,  0»ii»iW«ii  Department  ot  Tnde  and  Commerce,  Ottawa.  Not.  1S.1 

The  question  of  supply  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implementa 
in  Bussia  has  been  much  commented  upon  of  late  m  the  press.  The 
war  and  the  attendant  shortage  of  labor  have  greatly  accentuated  the 
situation,  and  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  forthcoming  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  interests  concerned  to  make  better  provision  for  the  fu- 
ture. With  the  active  cooperation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
cartain  leading  zemstvo  imions,  supported  by  a  powerful  financial 
institution  in  Moscow,  have  formed  a  central  board  to  organize  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements 
in  the  regions  represented.  Accorfling  to  a  recent  statement  in  the 
official  gazette  for  trade  and  industry,  purchases  for  a  portion  of  the 
requirements  of  these  territories  for  1917  have  already  been  con- 
cluded on  a  large  scale.  The  following  quantities  of  machines  are 
stated  to  have  been  ordered:  Lobogreikas  (Russian  reapers),  20,000; 
reapers,  14,000;  binders,  500;  moWers,  10,000;  rakes,  6,000;  reaping 
attachments,  500 ;  grinders  for  resH)er  and  mower  sections,  3,000. 

A  leading  Canadian  firm  secured  orders  for  3,000  reapers  and  500 
binders.  American  interests  were  allotted  9,000  reapers,  8,.000 
mowers,  3,000  rakes,  and  3,000  grinders  for  mower  knives,  and  500 
reaping  attachments.  The  total  requirements  for  1917  of  the  terri- 
tories represented  by  the  zemstvo  umons  referred  to  are  estimated  at 
96,300  machines,  which  include  45,000  reapers  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture, 26,000  Russian  lobogreikas,  15,000  mowers,  9,000  horse  rakes, 
and  1,800  binders.  From  the  foregoing  some  idea  of  the  total  needs 
of  Russia  in  these  articles  may  be  imagined.  Siberia  as  a  potential 
market  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  There  the  need  for 
agricidtural  machinery  is  even  more  pressing  than  in  many  parts  of 
Russia  proper,  owing  to  the  relatively  sparse  population  and  to  the 
shortage  of  labor. 

SOUTH  AFBICA'S  DCPOfiTS  COHTHnTE  TO  HTCBEASE. 

[Vice  Consul  Jobn  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Oct.  10.] 

Imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  the  nine  months  end- 
ing September  30, 1916,  were  40  per  cent  greater  in  value  than  dur- 
ing the  like  period  of  1915 ;  for  the  single  month  of  September  the 
gain  was  30  per  cent.  The  greatest  growth  in  import  business  was 
at  Durban,  where  the  gain  for  September  was  $2,004,321,  or  40  per 
cent,  and  for  the  nine  months  $30,028,409,  or  60  per  cent.  The  value 
of  the  merchandise  received  at  the  several  ports  was : 


• 

Uonth  of  September— 

9  months  ending  Sept.  30- 

ISIS 

1916 

1915 

1916 

Cape  Town 

»,038,068 
4,209,618 
1,438,572 
4,910,581 
1,340,689 
76,918 

14,077,962 
4,491,699 
2,002,117 
6,914,902 
1,662,889 
232,594 

824,864,673 
24,595.379 
10.075,817 
33,243,018 
10,179.488 
1,112.551 

831,691,883 

Port  Elizabeth 

S4^Mi7» 

East  London 

U.SII.O 

Durban 

a.^a,s^' 

i.in,» 

Otber  ports  and  stations ...................... 

3,590,0 

Total 

15,0U,337 

19,382,033 

104,071,826 

14i,6B.» 
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(Bztimct  from  The  Economist  (London,  England),  Oct.  14,  nipplemented  with  British 

official  statistics.] 

Some  rather  remarkable  developments  have  occurred  in  the  cot- 
ton industry  of  Lancashire  during  the  past  three  months.  In  the 
first  place,  a-  feature  of  considerable  interest  has  been  the  big  rise  in 
raw-cotton  rates,  which  has  been  followed  by  an  increased  husiness 
in  both  yam  and  cloth.  On  July  3  middling  American  cotton,  on 
the  spot,  in  Liverpool^  was  at  8.03d.  At  the  beginning  of  August 
an  upward  movement  m  prices  occurred  and  by  the  9th  the  rate  had 
advanced  to  8.71d.  and  on  the  31st  stood  at  9.47d.  On  September  1 
the  quotation  was  9.90d.  There  was  then  a  rather  easier  tendency, 
9.47d.  being  the  quotation  on  September  13,  and  the  month  closed 
with  the  price  at  9.50d.  Since  then  still  higher  values  have  been 
experienced,  and  on  Wednesday  last  the  quotation  was  10.27d.,  the 
rise  <m  the  three  months  being  over  2d.  a  pound.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  the  output  for  this  season  will  be  comparatively  small, 
and  most  people  are  not  looking  for  much  more  than  12,000,000 
bales.  The  (»)nsumption  is  expected  to  be  large,  and  estimates  range 
from  14,500,000  to  15,000,000  bales. 

Considerable  excitement  has  recently  been  seen  in  the  Egyptian 
cotton  market.  On  July  3,  fully  good  fair  brown  was  at  11.67d., 
and  the  quotation  at  the  end  of  that  month  was  ll.SOd.  Toward  the 
end  of  August  an  upward  movement  set  in,  and  on  the  31st  the  price 
was  12.90d.  During  September  violent  fluctuations  occurred,  but 
fresh  high  levels  were  reached,  resulting  in  14.10d.  being  quoted  on 
the  30th.  The  upward  movement  continues,  the  rate  on  Wednesday 
last  being  16.30d.  While  at  one  time  there  was  a  possibility  of  an 
outturn  of  over  7,000,000  cantars  (cantar  =  99.05  pounds),  it  is  now 
believed  in  some  directions  that  the  crop  will  be  less  than  6,000,000 
cantars. 

Viae  Xonths'  Shipments  of  Piece  Goods. 

The  hardening  of  prices  in  all  kinds  of  cotton  cloths  has  forced 
out  a  much  larger  demand,  and  for  several  outlets  an  increasing 
business  has  been  done.  A  feature  of  the  moment  is  the  activity  in 
bleached,  printed,  and  dyed  goods,  while  gray  cloths  remain  de- 
pressed. The  following  table  of  British  shipments  for  the  nine 
months  ending  September  30  bears  out  this  aspect  of  the  trade : 


Cotton  piece  goods. 

Jaauiuj-Septaabet— 

1914 

mi 

1916 

YttTdt. 

1,640,890,800 

1,416,230,300 

7»l,«05,900 

927,344,800 

Yardt. 

1,313,836,800 

1,144,305,700 

512,959,200 

6S7,4»,500 

Yardi. 

1,053,661,500 

1,409,436,400 

697,324,300 

868,992,300 

nuKt-wl 

Printed. 

Dmd  a*  mann&ctond  from  dvvd  tbtu 

Total 

4,782,461,600 

3,<S8,S3$,«00 

4,029,414,500 

The  slow  demand  for  gray  staples,  such  as  shirtings,  is  put  down 
to  the  shortage  of  dyes  abroad.  The  destinations  of  the  exports  of 
cotton  piece  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  nine 
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months  of  the  current  year  and  for  the  like  period  of  1915  and  1914 
are  thus  officially  given : 


Exported  t<^~ 


Janoaiy-September— 


1914 


1915 


1916 


Belgiam... 
Denmarlc.. 

France 

Oermany.. 

Greece 

Italy 


Netherlands 

I'ortuKal,  Atores,  and  Uadeiia.. 

Roumanla 

Switierland 

Turkey 

Canada 

United  States 

Cuba. 


Central  America , . 

British  West  Indies  (including  Bahamas)  and  Bfitisli 

Quimia IT---- 

Argentina 

BiasU 


Clille 

Colombia  and  Panama. 
Peru. 


Uruguay 

Veneiuela 

Britisli  India: 

Bengal,  Assam,  Bihar,  and  Orissa 

Bombay 

Burtnui 

Madras 

Persia. 


Ceylon 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Pbilippbie  Islands  and  Guam. 
China  (hicluding  Hongkong). . 
Japan 


Blam. 

Straits  Settlements  (including  Federated  Malay  States 
and  Laboan) 


Egypt. 

Morocco 

British  East  Africa.. 
Foreign  East  .\frlca. . 
British  South  Africa.. 
British  West  Africa.. 
Foreign  West  Africa. 

Australia 

Kew  Zealand 

All  other  countries... 


Total. 


Yards. 
20,198,700 
M,5U7,:»0 
10,M2,100 
42, 141,,  SOO 
39, 9.50,  SCO 
S,t«4,400 
49,  noil,  200 
15,3'>J,  (00 
30,1-11.400 

4s.:,s.i.'.'oo 

269,9157,200 
67,246.400 
45,971,000 
31,597,100 
25, 884,  SOO 

10,878,000 
7«,4»,S00 
38,255,800 
83,069,900 
S,138,100 
17,393.800 
11,587,800 
23,432,400 

1,101,482,200 

772,954,600 
78,545,200 

148,590,000 
35,068,400 
33,354,900 

219,068,400 
7,793,900 

518,376,100 
21,304,600 
26,402,800 

77,701,400 
180,288,200 

45,817,800 
9,059,400 

23,396,600 

48,458,500 
105, 378, 800 

48,.321,a00 
141,698,000 

30,043,800 
145,571,100 


YariU. 
13,100 

35,635,800 
188,006,400 


YdrdM. 

49,300 

38,801,500 
104,428,100 


38.P.s.7,900 
6;341,400 
40,039,000 
14,6(2,300 
0,858,800 
52,5,>8,100 
» 6, 148,700 
50,101,300 
34,040,800 
37,080,800 
13,839,900 

28,5M,100 

n.'sss.coo 

36,i>l.->.  100 
18.01^^100 
S6..112.T00 
7,,s2.5,(jOO 
10.816,200 
30,923,000 

848,626,300 

489,037,500 
55,715,400 
80,897,300 
38,802,100 
16,992,600 

184,4'^8,.300 
6,029,500 

284,24.5,800 
15,534.800 
17,096,100 

66.220,600 
182,013,300 

68,26.5,800 
9,700,900 

15,022,100 

63,985,000 
103,80e.l()0 

28,824,430 
147,962,(v)0 

35,121,700 
150,922,900 


15,308,100 

9,652,500 

61.207,100 

30,656,000 


64,526,100 
■  11,830,300 
58,287,100 
48,226,500 
37,171,100 
18,037,900 

21,267,600 
156,648,300 
60,198,300 
58,128,600 
43,113,900 
10,837,500 
24,963,7D0 
39,739,900 

799,584,800 

543,291,900 
64,564,100 
71,900,500 
23,475,300 
14,873,000 

176,570,700 
4,744,000 

306,059,000 
13,122,000 
33,829,600 

85,954,600 
213,106,400 
69,999,300 
18,087,100 
13,219,000 
88,138,300 
85,830,700 
69,580,700 
177,348,800 
64,090,300 
240,119,000 


4,782,461,500 


3,658,525,900 


4,029,414,500 


'Exported  to  ports  or  places  in  territory  lOnnerly  Turkish,  but  now  oocupled  by  other  Powers. 
Activity  in  Spinnlnir  Section. 

With  regard  to  the  position  in  Lancashire,  it  has  been  a  very  active 
three  months  for  calico  printers,  bleachers,  and  dyers,  and  the  higher 
prices  for  these  processes  have  not  checked  trade.  It  is  worth  men- 
tioning that  producers  of  the  better  styles  of  cloth  have  met  with  a 
larger  business  than  makers  of  the  lower-qualitjr  materials.  At  the 
beginning  of  July  most  spinners  of  yarn  were  doing  well,  but  during 
the  three  months  since  then  additional  strength  has  been  obtained, 
and  producers  have  put  up  their  quotations  very  firmly  to  meet  the 
additional  cost  in  the  raw  material.  In  American  qualities  for  home 
use  an  encouraging  business  has  been  done.  Fine  numbers  are  very 
strong,  and  have  recently  improved  their  position  owing  to  the  rise 
in  Egyptian  qualities. 
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The  demand  for  yams  from  abroad  has  been  rather  disappointing. 
For  India  dyed  descriptions  have  moved  off  fairly  well,  but  in  gray 
sorts  business  has  dragged.  A  fair  amount  of  buying  continues  to 
take  place  for  Holland.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of 
British  yam  shipments  during  January-September  of  the  last  three 
years: 


Exported  to— 


January-September- 


1014 


IMS 


19U 


BeMiim 

Denmark. 

Franoe 

Oennany 

NetherbDds ^ 

Norway 

Soumania. 

Russia 

Sweden 

Bwitierland 

Turkey 

Canftda , 

United  States 

Argentina 

BdUah  India: 

Bengal,  Assam,  Bihar,  and  Orissa 

Bomliay 

Burma 

Madras 

China  (inelnding  Hon^cong) 

Straits  Settlements  (Including  Federated  Malay  States 

and  Lttbuan) 

EgTPt  (IncludlDK  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan) , 

AUotlier  countries 

Total 


Pound*. 
2,65o,n00 
4,539,100 
762,  SOO 
2,87S,200 
32,401,300 
31,425,400 

i,'.nfi,900 

0,483,300 
l,(MI),(i00 

1,077,(100 
.'•>,  iii.'j.r.oo 

.'■1,877,900 

1,798,  .SOO 

4,aSK,300 

596,400 

7,303,400 
12,771,900 
2,011,100 
0,303,000 
1,420,200 

1,043,000 
1,409,200 
12,476,800 


Pomida. 


Poundt. 


707,100 

2,602,900 

30,722,100 


4,719,600 
23,434,300 


42,013,100 


2, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

1,5<I9,700 
4,127,900 
1,  (MO,  100 


52,452,600 

3,800,100 


1,973,900 
1,723,800 
4,006,200 
al4,700 
2,226,200 
«,  227,800 
1,018,500 


6,588,100 

13,557,900 

852,400 

8,735,900 

637,200 

4,568,600 
7,833,400 

948,100 
8,258,000 

225,200 

804,100 
1,490,700 
12,416,700 

6U,600 

994,800 
10,683,600 

150,995,400 


145,136,600 


135,043,900 


a  Exported  to  ports  or  places  in  territory  formerly  Turkish  bat  now  oocupled  by  other  Powers. 

It  is  extremely  diflScult  to  anticipate  the  probable  course  of  trade 
in  the  future.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  business  in  most  sec- 
tions is  on  a  more  profitable  basis  than  at  any  time  since  the  be^n- 
ning  of  the  war.  With  reference  to  cloth  most  of  Great  Britam's 
outfets  abroad  are  by  no  means  oversupplied,  and  we  may  reasonably 
expect  steady  buying.  Spinners  of  yam  seem  to  be  assured  of  a 
remunerative  trade,  at  any  rate  until  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
scarcity  of  supplies  in  the  raw  material  is  a  very  serious  matter,  but 
it  is  of  interest  to  point  out  that  shippers  and  manufacturers  have 
experienced  a  healthier  demand  on  the  basis  of  American  cotton  at 
9.50d.  than  when  the  article  was  around  8d.  a  pound. 


GIVES  BVBEATJ  CBEDIT  FOB  FOKEION-TBADE  BESULTS. 

A  firm  at  Chicago,  111.,  states  that  it  has  fovmd  the  Foreign  Trade 
Opportunity  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce extremely  valuable  in  extending  its  commercial  relations.  The 
firm's  export  manager  informs  the  commercial  agent  in  charge  of 
the  bureau's  district  office  at  Chicago  that  its  export  business  was 
practically  doubled  during  the  past  year,  and  that  of  a  total  of 
$120,000  worth  of  annual  business  done  in  foreigD  fields,  75  per  cent 
should  be  credited  to  the  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  of  this  boreao. 
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TECHinCAL  IIBBABT  TO  AID  OEBHAH  INDTTSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  H.  E.  Carlson,  Frankfort  on  Main,  Oct.  28.] 

According  to  a  recent  article  in  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung  and  an 
interview  with  a  prominent  librarian  at  Frankfort  plans  are  being 
considered  for  the  establishment  of  a  general  technical  library  at 
Frankfort  on  Main,  to  be  open  .for  public  use.  One  of  the  leading 
city  libraries  has  become  interested  m  the  project,  and  a  beginning 
already  has  been  made.  It  is  said  that  the  plan  is  unique  among  the 
cities  of  the  German  Empire. 

For  Benefit  of  Important  Industrial  C^ter. 

A  demand  exists  for  a  library  which  will  be  of  service  to  all  the' 
numerous  branches  of  industry  and  tr»dfi  in  and  about  Frankfort, 
the  most  important  industrial  center  in  south  and  west  Germany. 
In  this  manner  a  broader  spirit  of  scientific  aad  technical  investiga- 
tion will  be  fostered.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  furnish  technical 
information  which  will  have  a  hi^orical  as  well  as  purely  scientific 
value.  * 

Technical  libraries  have  existed  previously,  but  they  have  not  beoi 
open  to  the  general  public  Such  bbraries  have  been  the  property  of 
scientific  societies,  technical  associations,  and  the  larger  indosbial 
concerns.  The  service  rendered  b^  these  scattered  collections  was 
comparatively  small,  as  it  was  limited  to  members  of  the  respective 
organizations  owning  them.  These  were  usually  hampered  by  lack 
of  means  and  lack  of  facilities  for  organizing  and  arranging  to  the 
best  advantage. 

The  plan  that  is  now  under  way  would  combine  these  private  and 
semipnvate  libraries  and  put  them  under  the  control  of  one  of  the 
established  city  libraries  at  Frankfort  on  Main.  The  library  chosrai 
for  this  purpose  is  the  Freiherrliche  Carl  von  Kothschildsche  Offent- 
liche  Bibliothek. 

Patent  Fnblicationt  to  be  Hade  Special  Feature. 

In  addition  to  technical  books  it  is  stated  that  the  chief  technical 
magazines  of  Germany  and  of  the  technical  world  are  to  be  plaoed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public.  A  special  feature  will  be  the  department 
for  patent  publications.  Not  only  will  the  important  German  patent 
publications  be  provided  for  the  library,  but  an  attempt  will  be  made 
also  to  furnish  as  broad  an  international  list  as  possible.  The  Ameri- 
can Official  Gazette  is  among  tht>se  to  be  obtained. 

It  is  proposed  that  arrangements  be  made  to  cooperate  with  the 
patent  office  at  Berlin,  with  the  intention  of  simplifying  the  present 
regulations  as  to  the  examination  of  drawings  and  models.  The  plan 
has  the  support  of  the  chief  technical  societies  of  Frankfort,  includ- 
ing Der  Frankfurter  Verein  Deutscher  Ingenieure  find  Der  Frank- 
furter Verband  Deutscher  Diplom  Ingenieure. 


Chile  Imports  Japanese  Sice. 

A  Japanese  steamer  recently  landed  18,000  bags  of  rice  in  Val- 

Earaiso,  Chile.    It  is  undei^tood,  reports  Commercial  Attache  V.  L. 
Tavens,  that  a  stock  will  be  carried  for  the  purpose  of  normalizing 
the  rice  market  there. 
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KOTOK  TBirCBB  USES  OS  FBDCABY  TSIANGTTL&TION. 

In  recent  surveying  work  in  the  Northwest  by  the  United  3tate3 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey^  automobile  trucks  were  used  for  the  first 
time  on  primary  triangulation,  and  they  proved  so  successful  that  all 
other  surveying  parties  engaged  on  such  work  will  use  this  means  of 
communication.  The  party  representing  the  survey  completed  the 
observing  on  an  arc  of  primary  triangulation  which  extends  630  miles 
from  northern  Utah  northwestward  to  the  Columbia  River  in  north- 
eastern Oregon,  thence  westward  down  the  Columbia  River  to  Port- 
land)  Oreg.  Most  of  the  observations  were  made  at  night  by  the 
use  of  ac^lene  lamps.  In  spite  dt  the  rugged  country  over  which 
the  work  was  carried,  there  were  no  serious  accidents  to  the  members 
of  the  party  in  either  of  the  two  seasons  during  which  observations 
were"  made. 

Concrete  Blqeks  Bear  Inscribed  Tablets. 

The  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  abput  100  stations  were  accurately 
determined  and,  as  they  have  been  substantially  monumented  with 
concrete  blocks  which  bear  inscribed  metal  tablets,  they  will  be  avail- 
able for  generations  as  starting  points  of  Federal,  l^ate,  boundary 
and  other  surveys  and  engineering  works.  As  soon  as  the  office  com- 
putations can  be  made  at  the  Washin^n  headquarters  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  the  data  for  tms"  survey  will  be  published  in 
order  that  they  may  be  more  readily  available  to  those  needing  them. 

The  motor  trucks  carried  the  party  and  outfit  to  the  base  of  the 
peaks  on  which  observations  were  made  with  the  theodolite.  The 
camp  equipage  and  instruments  were  carried  from  the  truck  to  the 
top  of  the  peak  by  horses  or  by  the  members  of  the  party.  Accurate 
elevations  of  numerous  mountain  peaks  were  determined  by  this 
survey.  In  fact,  it  is  only  by  such  methods  as  were  employed  that 
reliable  elevations  of  peaks  can  be  obtained.  It  is  not  feasible  to 
run  lines  of  spirit  levels  up  the  mountain  sides  and  barometric  level- 
ing gives  only  crude  results.  The  longest  distance  observed  was  134 
mues,  between  a  peak  in  northern  Utah  and  a  second  peak  in  southern 
Idaho.    The  lamps  were  cared  for  by  trained  light  keepers. 


NATIVE  CHINESE  BANK  ADOPTS  ADVANCED  METHODS. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  In  charge  of  ofSce  ot  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Sept.  15.] 

A  recently  established  native  bank  in  Shanghai  has  made  the 
new  departure,  for  a  Chinese  banking  institution,  of  issuing  half- 
yearly  reports  prepared  in  foreign  style  and  having  them  audited  by 
a  firm  of  British  accountants.  The  bank  is  a  small  one,  but  is  paying 
dividends  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum. 

In  the  past  it  has  been  largely  the  lack  of  such  statements  on  the 
part  of  native  banks,  or  of  any  safeguards  in  the  way  of  auditing, 
that  has  prevented  even  the  larger  native  institutions  from  taking 
any  considerable  part  in  the  financing  of  foreign  trade.  If  the  prece- 
dent now  set  is  followed,  it  may  mean  the  beginning  of  a  process 
whereby  the  Chinese  banks,  like  the  great  Japanese  institutions,  will 
begin  to  take  part  in  the  financial  operations  of  the  world  at  large. 
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HEW  AKEBICAN  GOODS  FOS  CAHABT  ISLABSS. 

[CoDsal  Georse  K.  Stiles,  Tenerlire,  Oct  21.] 

The  past  quarter  has  shown  an  encouraging  broadening  of  the  classes 
of  American  merchandise  brought  into  the  Canary  Islands.  In  July  a 
general  agency  for  a  well-known  American  bunker  coal  was  estab- 
lished here,  and  now  a  large  display  advertisement  daily  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  advantages  offered  by  this  fuel.  Shipments  of  American 
coal  to  the  port  of  Teneriffe  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  have 
approximated  12,000  tons,  as  against  none  for  the  like  period  of  last 
year,  and  4,000  tons  of  gas  coal  have  been  sold  directly  through  cmi- 
sular  activities.    [See  GoMMEKCEJtEPOirrs  for  Aug.  17, 1916.] 

Other  new  business  for  the  quarter  included  orders  for  57  tons  of 
box-shook  nails,  eight  cases  American  toopicks,  trial  orders  for  three 
different  brands  of  American  flour,  2  tons  of  canned  vegetables  and 
jams,  and  the  first  shipment  of  children's  ready-made  dresses  and 
rompers  ever  brought  to  the  ^anary  Islands.  The  usefulness  to 
American  firms  of  the  Commercial  Bulletin,  published  quarterly  by 
the  Teneriffe  consulate,  was  shown  by  the  recent  selection  of  a  local 
agent  for  an  American  perfume  company  throu^  correspondence 
brought  about  by  a  note  in  the  April  Bulletin.  Catalo^es  filed  in 
the  reading  room  of  the  consulate  paved  the  way  for  the  introduction 
here  of  American-made  incubators  and  led  to  the  placing  of  a  large 
order  for  scales,  padlocks,  and  kitchen  utensils. 


PEOFITABLENESS  OF  DTJTCH  AGBICULTUBE. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Hahin,  Amsterdam,  Netberlands,  Oct  2&] 

That  farming  in  the  Netherlands  has  been  profitable  since  the  war 
began  is  shown  by  official  statistics  just  published  relating  to  rural 
financial  mattere.  For  example,  the  deposits  of  the  largest  coopera- 
tive rural  bank  in  the  country  increased  60  per  cent  in  1915  as  com- 
pared with  1914.  On  the  other  hand,  the  total  of  the  loans  in  1915 
decreased  more  than  60  per  cent  in  comparison  with  1914.  The  total 
value  of  mortgages  on  farms  in  this  country  in  1906  was  46,000,000 
florins  ($18,492,000) .  By  gradual  increases  it  advanced  to  62,000,000 
florins  ($24,924,000)  in  1913;  but  in  1914  the  total  was  4,000,000 
florins  less  than  in  1913,  and  in  1915  18,000,000  florins  less  than  in 
1914.  Thus  the  total  in  1915  was  40,000,000  florins,  being  less  than 
in  1906. 

Nobody  in  the  Netherlands  is  more  independent  to-day  than  the 
farmer.  He  does  not  have  to  seek  a  market  for  his  products,  but  can 
usually  take  his  pick  of  the  various  pressing  demands  therefor. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BVBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  ANB  DOMESTIC  GOIDCEBCE. 


DI8TBICT  OFnCES. 

ITEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  Ciitomlioiue. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cnstomlioiie. 

CHICAGO:  504  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  LOUIS:  40S  Tkird  NaUoul  Bank  BaHdla;. 

ATLANTA:  SSI  Pott  Offlee  BiUdlag. 

HEW  OBLEANBt  1020  Blberala  Bank  Balldlaf. 

BAN  FBANCI8C0:  S07  Gaatomhoaie.- 

SEATTLE  s  848  Oeia  BaUdlif. 


COOPEBATITB  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Ckaabar  of  CoaaMtee. 
CINCniNATI :  Ckaaiber  of  Coauaeree. 
ONCINNATI:  C,  V.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ARGBLE8:  Cktatber  of  Geauaene. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Gkaatber  of  OoaaMne. 
CHAITANOOflA:  Soatt  AaMrieaa  Ageat,  SmO' 

era  By.  Co. 
PflBTLAND,  OBEfl.1  Chaaker  of  CombcN*. 
DAITOHi  fiieatn  Bsjtaa  AaaciaHaa. 
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AMEBICAir  COHSULAS  0FFICEB8  OS  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Msme. 


Post. 


ttonof 
venue. 


Address. 


Albert,  TaHrat  J 

caiamberliii,  Georee  E — 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Dow,  BdwardA 

Ounon,  lobn  A 

Henson,  Oeorge  C 

llorgui,  Henry  H 

Saner.  EmO 

Bmltb,  FeUz  WUtoogbbr. 

Smith,  Joseph  A 

Sntar,  Hennan  It........ 

Wlnsloir,  Edward  D..... 

Watson,  John  7.  C , 

Willrldi,  Oehhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W.. . 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 
Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 

Blca. 
St.     Stephen,     New 

Bmnswiek. 
Corjnto,  Nleingns.... 

Swatow,  China. 

Hamburg,  Germany. 


C<dacne,  Germany.. 
Tlflls.Bwsia 


Dec.  2S 
Dec  23 


Nov.  25 


Tan. 

D^ 
Dec. 
Dm. 

Feb. 
Dec. 


Calcutta,  India 

IConterideo,  Umguay. 
CV^uhagen,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  lUqnelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Oieece 


Jan.  16 
Deo.  1 
Dec.  U 


Dec  as 
..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstodc  Val- 
ley, Cozm.,  until  Dec.  17. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonliers,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Glen  Ellyn,  111. 

129  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-eecond 
.   Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Depertment  ot  State,  Washlngtan,  D.  C. 
C/o  llestmsfe  Tendeil,  WodwarthBuild- 

Ing,  New  York  aty. 
Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
c/o  District  Ofllce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestle  Commerce,  C/Oi  Federal 

Building,  CUewo,  111. 
2238  Q  Street,  Washtn^eo,  D.  0. 
Department  of  State,  Washington ,  D.  C 
Do. 


HTBBOELECTBIC  PKOJECT  IS  ¥ISLASJi. 

(British  (Government)  Board  ot  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  18.1 

According  to  the  Pravitelstvennei  Vyestnik  (Petrograd)  of  August 
25,  a  lai^  electrical  project  is  being  imdertaken  in  soutiiem  Ester- 
bothnia,  Finland,  in  which  3  towns  and  28  rural  districts  are  con- 
cerned. It  is  intended  to  form  a  company  for  carrying  out  the 
project.  The  plans  include  setting  up  tour  stations  for  generating 
electrical  power  (at  Sturo,  Histaro,  Kurikka,  and  Alavu)  and  ab- 
sorbing all  the  small  electrical  undertakings  at  present  existing  in 
those  districts.  In  the  region  covered  by  the  operations  of  the  pro- 
posed company  there  are  many  waterfalls  and  extensive  peat  deposits, 
which  will  make  it  possible  to  generate  power  at  a  moderate  price. 


VBUGUAY  TO  SmnJIATE  RAISING  OF  FEEDSTUFFS. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  feedstuffs  in  Uru^ay,  the  Government, 
in  addition  to  authorizing  their  free  importation  during  the  present 
year,  has  undertaken  an  active  campaign  to  increase  the  domestic 
production  of  oats  and  alfalfa.  The  Department  of  Industries, 
according  to  the  Diario  Oficial,  has  issued  an  order  commissioning 
an  agricultural  expert  to  visit  the  farming  regions  of  Uruguay  to 
investigate  the  reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  feed  crops,  with  a  view 
to  solving  the  difficulties  encountered  in  this  branch  of  farming. 
Improved  methods  of  working  these  crops  will  be  demonstrated,  and 
steps  will  be  taken  to  procure  and  distribute  large  quantities  of 
selected  oats  and  alfalfa  seed. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OPPOBTTJNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  its  dlatrict  oflleea.  Reqoest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportanltT  naiAKcr. 
The  Bnrenn  does  net  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  r^ponslbllUy  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and  com- 
mercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureao. 


Bags 23067 

Chemicals 23009 

Clocks 23064 

Dairy  appliances 23060 

Drugs 23063 

Electric  fixtures 23064 

Flash  lights,  pocket 23064 

Glassware 230Q4 

Hair,  animal 23058 

Handkerchiefs 28064 

Lamp  black 23061 


Machinery 23065 

Nails,   wire 28064 

Paints 23061-2306S 

Paper,   cardboard 23062 

Paper,   cigarette 23062 

Paper,   printing 2^064 

Pipes  and  fittings 23066 

Refrigerators 23069 

Rosin 23064 

Stationery   supplies 23064 

Dnibrelias  and  umbrella  cloth 23064 


Correspondence  in 


23068.* — ^A  firm  In  Norway  is  in  the  market  tor  goat's-bair. 
Engllsli.     References. 

23059.* — A  man  In  South  Africa  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  refrigerators 
suitable  for  hotels,  dining  cars,  batcher  shops,  and  dealers  in  perishable 
articles.  Catalogues  and  complete  descriptive  Information  should  be  sent 
References. 

23060.* — A  firm  in  Portugal  Is  in  the  market  for  machinery  and  appliances 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  batter  and  cheese.  Correspondence  in  Freneb 
or  Portuguese.    References. 

23061.* — A  hardware  firm  in  Central  America  Is  in  the  market  for  dry  water 
paints  to  be  used  on  plaster  and  wood  surfaces.  Colors  In  demand  in  orda* 
of  sales  are  canary  yellow,  blue,  Termillion,  green,  pink,  brown,  and  gray. 
The  firm  also  desires  to  purchase  lampblack.    References. 

23062.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Switzerland  desires  to  be  placed  in  tonch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  thin  cardboard  for  pacldng  purposes, 
such  as  Is  used  in  the  tobacco  Industry.  Samples  are  requested.  Quotations 
should  be  per  lOO  kilos  (220  pounds)  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork.  Cardboard  should 
be  equal  to  sample,  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  dlatrict 
offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  81749.)  The  same  agent  is  also  interested  in 
cigarette  paper. 

28063.  t — ^A  commission  Arm  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  inqnirles  from  Russia  for 
paints,  drugs,  and  chemicals.    References. 

23064.t — A  firm  in  the  Far  East  desires  to  enter  Into  commercial  relations  with 
American  exix>rters  of  rosiu,  handkerchiefs,  umbrellas  and  umbrella  dotli, 
glassware,  chandeliers  and  other  electric  fixtures  and  fittings  for  use  in 
dwellings,  pocket  flash  lights,  clocks,  printing  pai)er,  stationery  supplies, 
and  wire  nails,  etc. 

23065.t — ^A  man  in  Ecuador  wishes  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery for  the  extraction  of  quinine  from  cinchona  bark. 

2306C.* — A  firm  in  the  United  Kin'gdom  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  American  manufneturei-s  In  a  position  to  supply  wrought  iroa  and 
steel  pipes  and  fittings  for  water  and  gas  service.    References. 

23067,* — The  purchasing  agent  for  a  fertilizer  company  in  Spain  desires  to  re- 
ceive quotations  on  from  100,000  to  500,(X)0  new  and  second-hand  sacks  tot 
acid  pbospiiate,  sizes  110.23  pounds  (EX)  kilos),  165.35  pounds  (75  kilos), 
and  220.40  pounds  (100  kilos).  Samples  sliowiug  weight  and  quality  should 
be  sent.  If  price  is  satisfactory  order  may  be  placed  for  1,000,0(X)  sacks, 
It  Is  stated.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 


A  light  list  for  the  lower  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries,  cover- 
ing the  fifteenth  district,  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Light- 
house Service.  A  copy  may  be  obtained  by  any  master  or  pilot  on 
application  to  the  Division  of  Publications,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, Washington,  D.  C,  or  to  the  lighthouse  inspector  at  St 
Louis,  Mo. 
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UANCHTmiAN  BEAN  CEOP. 

[Consul  C.  K.  Moser,  Harbin,  China,  Oct.  19.] 

The  forecast  of  the  bean  harvest  in  Manchuria  for  1916  varies  in 
the  several  districts,  but  the  aggregate  is  expected  to  exceed  that  of 
last  jwar  by  about  15  per  cent.  The  crop  of  the  Liao  River  region, 
whidi  is  marketed  at  Newchwang  in  South  Manchuria,  is  said  to 
exceed  the  previous  year's  production  by  50  per  cent.  The  increase 
is  due  to  the  absence  in  1916  of  the  usual  floods. 

One  of  the  largest  Japanese  firms,  with  an  important  bean  trade 
throughout  Manchuria,  states  that  1,910,000  tons  can  be  exported 
from  all  Manchuria  this  year;  450,000  tons  from  the  districts  adjacent 
to  Harbin  and  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway;  400/)00  tons  from  the 
ChiiBgchun-Kungchuli  district;  470,000  tons  from  the  Kaiynan- 
Teiling  region ;  80,000  tons  from  the  Liaoliang-Mukden  country ;  and 
610,000  tons  from  the  Newchwang  district. 

EXFOBTS  OF  ETJBBEB  FBOM  JAVA. 

[Consul  B.  S.  Rairden,  Batavla,  Dutch  East  Indies.] 

The  shipments  of  the  diflFerent  kinds  of  rubber  from  Java  during 
the  first  eight  months  of  1916  amounted  to  261,544  pounds  compared 
with  220,972  pounds  for  the  corresjponding  period  in  1915.  Great 
Britain  took  the  larger  portion,  foUewed  by  the  United  States.  The 
following  table  shows  the  exfwrts  of  the  different  grades  of  rubber 
with  the  country  of  destination : 


Jan.-Aug.,  1915. 

Jan.-Aug.,  1916. 

Coontrks. 

Picas. 

Hevea. 

Ceara. 

Castfl- 
loa. 

Total. 

Ficu-i. 

Hevea. 

Ceara. 

Cast  11- 
loa. 

Total. 

United  States 

Pounds. 

Pavndt. 

5,199 

1,786 

3,199 

447 

213 

99 

Pound) 
8,602' 
16,733 
19,378 

Pound*. 

'i3,'779' 
68,350 

Pounds. 

13.891 

61.560 

131,048 

13,618 

213 

642 

Pounds. 
33,031 

'28,664' 
26,169 

"a'.m 

Pounds. 

10,879 

224 

4,668 

2,673 

S3 

512 

Pounds. 
11,114 

Pounds. 
17,636 

Pounds. 
72.560 

Netherlands 

29,262 
40,121 
13,171 

224 

Oreat  Britain 

Straits  Settlements . 

64,703 
21,712 

43,010 
3,465 

130,385 
54,019 

53 

643 

4,303 

Total 

89,097 

10,943 

44,803 

82,129 

230,972 

90,995 

19,009 

87,529 

64,011 

261, 5U 

onos*— u 
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WEST  nn)I£S  HABKET  FOB  AHEBICAN  BAUWAY  STTPFUES. 

[Consul  Andrew  J.  McConnlco,  Trinidad,  Oct.  81.1 

The  Governor  of  the  coloiw  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  British  West 
Indies,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  October  20,  1916, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Government  railway 
and  offered  a  number  of  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  condi- 
tions. In  his  recommendations  he  urged:  The  reorganization  of  the 
superior  staff;  the  doubling  of  the  line  between  Port  of  Spain  and 
St.'  Joseph,  a  distance  of  six  miles ;  the  rimning  of  cheap  trains  over 
the  entire  line  one  day  each  month,  with  a  view  of  developing  the 
public  taste  for  travel;  the  introduction  of  rail  motor  coaches;  the 
establishment  of  a  new  station ;  the  introduction  of  through  rates  on 
goods,  to  include  delivery  of  produce  into  stores  at  Port  of  Spain; 
the  improvement  of  passenger  coaches;  the  lighting  of  trains  by  elec- 
tricity,; the  fitting  of  passenger  rolling  stock  wifli  vacuum  brakes; 
the  use  of  automatic  couplings;,  the  purchase  of  additional  locomo- 
tives of  a  heavier  type ;  oil  fuel  for  locomotives,  and  the  strengthen- 
ing of  bridges  to  accommodate  the  heavier  engines. 

Some  Tracks  Leased  to  Snsar  Companies. 

There  are  122§  miles  of  single  track  of  standard  gauge,  56^  inches. 

The  Government  operates  114J  miles  and  leases  8^  miles  to  sugar 
companies. 

The  original  capital  of  the  railway  consisted  of  $2,916,000  raised 
by  debentures  in  1873, 1878, 1880,  and  1882.  The  expenditures  from 
loans  up  to  June  30, 1916,  aggregated  $6,002,508,  the  net  debt  on  that 
date  being  $4,054,450.  The  revenue  derived  from  the  operation  of  the 
railway  amounts  to  approximately  $607,500,  and  the  annual  exjjendi- 
tures  are  $475,000,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  $132,000.  This  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  annual  charges  for  interest  and  sinking  fund. 

The  traffic  is  handled  on  the  absolute  block  system,  arid  tne  move- 
ment of  trains  is  controlled  from  Port  of  Spain  by  telephone  and 
telegraph.  During  the  40  years  the  railway  has  been  in  existence 
only  17  passengers  have  lost  their  lives  through  train  accidents  out 
of  a  total  of  37,000,000  carried. 

To  Buy  New  Locomotives  at  Once. 

It  is  announced  that  some  of  the  recommendations  of  the  governor 
are  to  be  put  into  execution  at  once,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
purchase  of  two  new  locomotives.  There  are  now  24  locomotives  in 
use,  18  of  which  weigh  from  29  to  31  tons,  the  others  being  of  the' 
smaller  20-ton  type.  The  locomotive  power  is  not  sufficient  to  handle 
the  traffic  during  the  crop  season  while  allowing  a  margin  for 
repairs  and  breakdowns.  "  It  is  imperative,"  the  governor  says, 
"that  at  least  two  more  locomotives  should  be  purchased  without 
delay."  .  . 

The  type  of  engine  most  recently  designed  for  the  railway  weighs 
40  tons.  With  a  tender  weighing  21  tons,  it  has  a  total  weight  of 
61  tons.  These  engines,  it  is  said,  will  be  fitted  with  oil  burners  in 
order  that  an  experiment  may  be  made  in  the  use  of  oil,  which  is 
produced  in  large  quantities  in  the  colony.  In  the  event  that  c«' 
fuel  can  be  efficiently  applied^  a  substantial  econcway  will  be  effected 
by  its  use,  for  the  present  price  of  a  ton  of  Weldi  coal  delivered  i» 
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Trinidad  is  about  $18,  whereas  a  ton  of  oil  fuel  does  not  cost  more 
than  $8. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  the  two  new  locomotives  will  be  of  American 
ms^aufacture.  An  American  mechanical  engineer  is  now  conduct- 
ing negotiations  with  the  local  Government  with  a  view  of  placing 
an  order  for  such  locomotives  as  the  Government  demands.  The 
local  authorities  may  also  look  to  the  American  market  for  other 
railway  material  necessary  to  carry  out  projects  for  the  early 
improvement  of  the  Government  lines. 


OITATEMALA'S  COFPEE  CKOP  NOBIIAL. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Guatemala  City,  Nov.  T.l 

With  the  completion  of  the  gathering  of  half  the  crop  of  coffee  for 
the  1916-17  season,  an  estimate  of  the  total  yield  of  Guatemala  can 
now  be  made  with  reasonable  certainty.  The  total  production  will 
be  about  800,000  quintals  of  100  Spanish  pounds  each,  clean  coffee. 
(There  is  practically  no  difference  between  the  Spanish  pound  and 
the  English  pound ;  98  Spanish  pounds  are  equivalent  to  100  English 
poimds.)  The  value  of  the  crop  will  be  between  $10,000,000  and 
$12,000,000  gold.  The  yield  and  value  for  1916-17  are  practically 
the  same  as  in  1915-16.  There  was  no  increase  in  acreage.  The  qual- 
ity is  good  and  the  average  yield  has  been  from  20  to  22  quintals  per 
hectare  (approximately  800  to  830  avoirdupios  pounds  per  acre). 
The  total  area  under  coffee  cultivation  in  Guatemala  is  about  40,000 
hectares  (98,800  acres). 

The  districts  best  suited  for  growing  coffee  are  Antigua,  Barberena, 
Costa  Chuva,  Alta  Verapaz,  Costa  Cuca,  Costa  Grande,  Pochuta,  and 
THimbador.  In  some  districts  in  Guatemala  coffee  is  grown  at  an 
altitude  of  5,000  feet.  Coffee  grown  at  this  altitude  is  of  very  fine 
quality,  but  the  production  of  the  tree  is  extremely  limited. 

Germans  own  and  control  between  50  and  60  per  cent  of  the  coffee 
plantations  of  Guatemala;  only  a  very  small  proportion  represents 
American  investments.  During  the  last  two  years  special  efforts  have 
been  put  forth  to  create  a  demand  for  Guatemala  coffee  in  the  United 
States.  According  to  reports  received  from  various  American  firms, 
their  promotion  efforts  are  producing  results.  In  1915  the  export 
of  coffee  to  the  United  States  from  Guatemala  was  66  per  cent  of  the 
crop.  This  year  the  United  States  will  take  between  75  and  80  per 
cent  of  the  production,  the  remainder  going  to  the  Scandinavian 
countries.  Prior  to  the  war  the  market  for  Guatemala  coffee  was 
found  in  Europe,  Germany,  England,  and  Sweden  taking  two-thirds 
of  the  annual  production. 


OBOWINO  FOPTTLABITY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  APPLES. 

[CoDBul  W.  E.  Alger,  Fernle,  British  Columbia,  CanaOa,  Nov.  8.1 

Importations  of  apples  from  the  United  States  to  British  Columbia 
are  falling  rapidly.  This  year  only  20  carloads  will  come  into  the 
Fernie  district.  A  few  years  ago,  in  order  to  sell  British  Columbia 
apples  here  it  was  necessary  to  label  them  Washington  or  Ontario 
apples;  now  Ontario  apples  are  labeled  British  Columbia  apples. 
Apples  retail  in  Fernie  at  3  for  10  cents. 
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COTTON  GOODS  DT  THE  HADBAS  PKESIDENCY. 

American  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  are  advised  of  the  need  of 
establishing,  imder  a  cooperative  plan,  an  importing  firm  of  their 
own  in  the  Madras  Presidency  of  British  India,  if  they  are  to  win  a 
share  of  the  trade  there  that  is  now  very  largely  supi>lied  by  Britidi 
mills.    The  possibilities  in  that  market  are  fmly  described  in  a  report 

Srepared  by  Special  Agent  Ealph  M.  Odell  and  published  by  the 
bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

The  failure  of  American  manufacturers  to  obtain  a  share  of  the 
cotton-goods  trade  of  Madras  has  been  due  partly  to  manufacturing 
difficulties  and  partly  to  inadequate  selling  facilities.  There  is  no 
American  general  importing  firm  in  Madras,  and  such  business  as 
Americans  seek  at  present  would  have  to  be  handled  by  British  firms 
that  have  long-established  connections  in  England,  ^veral  of  them 
are  quite  willing  to  purchase  in  the  United  States  if  we  can  furnish 
the  goods  required  at  competitive  prices  and  provide  the  same 
facilities,  by  quoting  pirices  c.  i.  f.  Madras,  accepting  small  initial 
orders,  and  supplying  wide  assortments  of  prints,  which  they  obtain 
from  England.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  the  wisest  course  would 
be  the  establishment  of  an  American  importing  firm.  To  introduce 
goods  properly,  salesmen  should  be  sent  to  the  district  with  a  full  line 
of  samples  prepared  after  a  careful  study  of  samples  which  Mr.  Odell 
has  forwarded. 
India's  Present  Forohases  of  American  Cotton  Goods. 

Mr.  Odell  cites  the  fact  that  the  United  States  contributes  nothing 
toward  the  total  of  $25,000,000  worth  of  cotton  goods  imported  into 
that  district,  but  only  10  per  cent  of  the  goods  imported  even  ap- 
proximate in  construction  and  quality  the  lines  that  are  produced 
m  the  United  States.  This  country  exports  annually  about  $1,000,000 
worth  of  cotton  cloth  to.  the  whole  of  India,  and  this  is  practically 
all  gray  drills,  which  are  shipped  to  Bombay  and  Karachi.  There 
is  no  demand  at  all  for  these  goods  in  Madras. 

In  spite  of  this  unfavorable  situation  it  is  believed  that  chang- 
ing conditions  such  as  the  difficulty  of  securing  goods  and  the  rising 
cost  of  production  in  England,  which  supplies  about  99  per  cent  of 
the  demand,  make  it  highly  advisable  that  American  manufacturers 
should  undertake  a  careful  study  of  the  market,  with  a  view  to  the 
possible  production  of  the  cloths  desired.  Such  action  on  the  part 
of  the  manufacturers  is  all  the  more  urgent  because  the  goods  that 
are  in  demand  in  Madras,  such  as  gray  and  white  dhoties  and  shirt- 
ings and  printed  saris,  are  practically  the  same  as  those  in  genetiil 
demand  throughout  India,  which  is  the  largest  market  in  the  world 
for  cotton  piece  goods. 

The  samples  that  Mr.  Odell  has  forwarded  form  an  extensive  col- 
lection Avhich  is  described  fully  in  the  new  report,  and  the  samples 
themselves  will  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  principal  cotton  goods 
manufacturing  centers.  Their  final  resting  place  will  be  the  perma- 
nent collection  of  samples  maintained  at  the  district  office  of  the 
Bureau  in  the  New  York  customhouse.  There  are  79  samples  in  the 
Madras  collection,  some  of  which  contain  several  patterns. 
World's  largest  Market  for  English  Ooods. 

India  is  the  largest  market  in  the  world  for  English  cotton  goods. 
It  takes  more  than  40  per  cent  of  the  cotton  cloth  exported  by  Great 
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Britain.  In  Madras,  as  in  other  parts  of  India,  British  merchants 
.  have  secured  the  bulk  of  the  trade  by  establishing  themselves  in  the 
country  and  learning  the  demands,  habits,  and  business  methods  of 
the  natives.  It  is  a  field  that  is  rich  in  possibilities,  because  the  con- 
suniption  of  cotton  goods  increases  year  by  year  as  the  economic  and 
social  condition  of  the  natives  is  being  raised  under  the  efficient  and 
progressive  administration  of  the  British  Government. 

The  report  just  published  is  entitled  "  Cotton  Goods  in  British 
India;  Part  1,  Madras  Presidency,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  124. 
It  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  reports  that  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  on  the  cotton-goods  trade  in  India,  the  succeeding  reports 
to  be  devoted  to  Bengal,  Burma,  Bombay,  and  Sind.  There  are  m  all 
50  pages.  Copies  may  be  obtained  at  10  cents  each  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district 
oflBces  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


COTTON  EZPOSTS. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  November  18, 1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows : 


DistrleU 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

DlstrlcK 

Bal3S. 

Oeorgfo ...*.. 

Philadelphia 

1,028 

Ban  Francisco  .......... 

8  333 

I. MO 
2.042 
17,325 

8,700 

Maryland 

New  York            

Virginia 

Total 

GalvastoD 

13,717 

122,423 

North  Carolina 

New  Orleans 

The  exports  of  122,425  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  2,275,022  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  98,279  bales  for  the  week  and  1,704,223  bales  in 
the  cotton  year, 

EXPECTED  BEOPEimsrO  OF  CANADIAN  ANTIMONY  MINES. 

[Consul  Edward  .\.  Dow,  St   Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Nov.  10.] 

The  North  American  Antimony  Smelting  Co.  (Ltd.),  with  a  capi- 
talization of  $2,000,000,  has  just  been  incorporated.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  company  is  being  organized  by  the  American  interests  that 
recently  secured  an  option  on  the  antimony  mines  at  Lake  George  in 
the  St.  Stephen  consular  district. 

This  property,  which  is  located  near  Eosborough  Station  on  the 
line  of  the  Canadian  Government  Railways  in  York  Countj^,  was 
closed,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  a  lack  of  capital  and  to  a  drop  in  the 

I)rice  of  antimony.  About  a  year  ago  the  Canadian  Antimony  Co. 
eased  the  mines  to  the  New  Brunswick  Metals  (Ltd.)  for  three 
years  on  a  royalty  basis.  Later  it  was  rumored  that  Nova  Scotia 
intereots  were  negotiating  for  their  purchase  by  new  capital. 
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ITEW  TOBACCO  LAW  DT  ECTTADOB. 

[Vice  CoD8al  James  H.  Roth,  OoaTaqnil,  Oct.  21.] 

The  Congress  of  Ecuador  has  recently  passed  a  law  providing  for 
Government  control  of  the  tobacco  industry,  on  the  basis  of  conces- 
sions to  producers  and  selling  agencies.  The  privilege  of  selling 
tobacco  in  Ecuador  for  a  peroid  of  one  to  four  years  will  be  sold  by 
the  Government  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  accordance  with  special 
regulations  which  are  to  be  issued  by  December  1.  A  translation  of 
the  law,  as  published  in  El  Telegrafo  of  October  21,  follows : 

Tobaeco  Orowers  Knst  Obtain  Licenses. 

Abticle  1.  The  production  and  manufacture  of  tobacco  In  the  Kepublic  shall 
be  exempt  from  all  fiscal  taxes. 

Abt.  2.  No  one  shall  be  allowed  to  raise  tobacco  without  having  previously 
given  written  notice  to  the  authority  specified  in  the  regulations  of  the  present 
law  and  in  the  terras  therein  prescribed. 

Abt.  3.  Having  given  the  required  notice,  as  specified  in  the  previous  article, 
the  tobacco  grower  shall  obtain  the  respective  license,  for  wlilcli  there  shall  be 
no  cliarge. 

Duties,  Permits,  and  Taxes. 

Abt.  4.  Manufactured  tobacco  shiill  l>e  free  of  all  export  duties,  and  leaf 
tobacco  .shall  pay  an  export  duty  of  9  sucrcs  (.$4.38)  for  every  46  kilos  (101.4 
I)ound.s)  gross  weight. 

Abt.  5.  Tobacco  in  any  form  can  not  be  transiiortetl  from  one  place  to 
another  without  the  necessary  permit  stating  the  place  of  production  and 
destination,  the  name  of  the  prwlucer,  transporter,  and  consignee,  the  net 
weight  of  the  article,  whether  leaf  or  filler,  and  the  number  of  cigars  and 
cigarettes  In  boxes,  if  It. be  manufactured  tobacco. 

Leaf  or  filler  tobacco  can  not  be  transiwrtetl  even  witliln  the  town  without 
the  permit  referred  to  In  the  above  paragrajjli.  The  lack  of  this  permit  for 
any  of  the  ca.ses  provIde<l  for  in  this  article  shall  be  occasion  for  contraband 
proceedings,  the  tobacco  being  Immediately  confiscated  without  further  notice. 

Abt.  6,  All  tobacco  on  hand  in  the  Republic  on  January  1,  1917,  shall  pay  « 
tax  of  2  sucres  (97.34  cents)  for  each  46  kilos  (101.4  pounds)  net  weight  for 
leaf  tobacco  and  up  to  O.ijO  sucre  (24.34  cents)  for  every  hundred  cigars  of 
whatever  quality  and  0.01  sucre  (0.5  cent)  for  each  cigarette  box  of  the  kind 
used  at  tills  time. 

Anction  of  Selling  Privilege. 

Abt.  7.  The  establishments  selling  tobacco  In  any  form  shall  pay  an  annual 
tax  of  not  less  than  180  sucres  ($87.60)  and  not  more  than  9,600  sucres 
($4,672),  which  shall  be  paid  wltijiu  six  days  after  the  regular  auction  or 
monthly  In  advance. 

These  auctions  shall  take  place  between  the  1st  and  15th  of  December  of 
each  year,  to  comply  with  the  regulations.  The  basis,  terms,  and  conditions 
shall  be  announced  30  days  in  advance,  and  the  auctions  sliall  be  held  at  the 
capital  of  each  Province,  for  all  districts  or  Provinces,  before  the  finance  com- 
mittee and  a  notary  public,  In  conformity  with  the  regulations.  In  case  the 
Executive  should  receive  by  the  10th  of  October  of  any  year  an  offer  at  least 
10  per  cent  higher  than  that  fixed  In  the  budget  for  the  auction  In  the  whole 
Republic,  this  offer  shall  be  taken  as  the  basis  for  the  general  auction,  which 
shall  be  announced  within  40  days  thereafter.  This  auction  shall  take  pla« 
before  the  finance  committee  of  the  capital  of  the  Republic,  the  committee  being 
presided  over  by  the  Subsecretary  of  the  Minister  of  Finance.  For  a  general 
auction  of  a  term  of  more  than  one  year  and  not  more  than  four  years  the 
offers  must  comply  with  the  preceding  requirements,  and  there  shall  be 
Increase  of  at  least  10  per  cent  In  the  annual  quota  during  the  time  of  the 
contract  or  concession. 

Betntlations  and  Penalties  for  Infractiont. 

Abt.  8.  The  collection  of  the  taxes  on  tobacco,  as  assigned  by  special  laws  and 
decrees,  shall  be  done  directly  by  municipalities,  corporations,  or  designated 
employees,  according  to  the  said  laws  and  decrees. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPORTS. 


711 


Abt.  9.  According  to  the  Penal  Code,  every  citizen  has  the  right  to  report 
any  smuggling  of  tobacco  to  the  Government,  sucli  person  being  entitled  to 
50  per  cent  of  the  quantity  of  the  article  confiscated. 

Abt.  10.  Infractions  of  the  present  law  and  Its  regulations  shall  be  punished 
by  confiscation  and  a  fine  of  from  50  sucres  (.$24.34)  to  500  sucres  ($243.35), 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  Infraction. 

Abt.  11.  The  present  law  shall  go  into  effect  on  January  1,  1917,  and  the 
regulations  shall  be  Issued  by  the  Government  before  December  1,  1916. 

Abt.  12.  The  first  auction  shall  take  place  from  January  1  to  15,  1917,  and 
notices  shall  be  published  30  days  in  advance. 

Abt.  13.  All  opposing  laws  or  decrees  are  hereby  repealed. 


AMEBICAN  CONSITLAB  OFHCEXS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

Bueklin.  George  A 

Chamberlin,  George  E.... 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Sov,  Edward  A 

Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  OeoreeC 

Latham,  Chane!  L 

I/btoe,  Soren 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Sauer,  Emil 

Smith,  Fflbc  WUlonghby 

Smith,Joseph  A 

Spahr,  Herman  1, 

Taggart,  a.  Russell 

Winslow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WllWch,  Gobhard 

WeddeU,  Alexander  W. .. 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany... 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 

Rica. 
St.     Stephen,     Now 

Brunswick. 

Corinto,  Nicamgua 

Bwatow,  China 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Netlie.-- 

lands. 
Hamburg,  Germany. . 

Cologne,  Germany 

Tlflls,  Russia 

Calaitta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Cornwall,  Ontario 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 


St.  ricrrc,  Mlquelon. 

Qucljec,  QuoMc 

Athens,  Qrooce 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec.  25 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 

Nov.  25 

Jan.  17 

Dec.  31 

Dee.  30 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  15 

Dee.  1 

Feb.  1 

Dec.  15 

Jsn.  15 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  20 

Dec.  II 


Dec.  25 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
31  Bruce  A>-enue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Glen  Ellyn,  III. 

129  Main  Street.  Brldg^ort,  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Wnshington,  D.C. 

"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  v'a. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 
Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/oMes.imoreTendcli  Woolwortb  Build- 
ing, New  York  I'ity. 

Depiutment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Do. 

1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 
D.C. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  III. 

223C  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 


NETHEBLANDS  SEEKS  IKCBEASED  TBADE  IN  AUSTBALASIA. 

[Office  of  Amerlcnn  Commercial  Attach^,  The  Hague,  Netherlands.] 

The  last  report  of  the  Dutch  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Melbourne 
recommends  that  Holland  send  special  representatives  witli  plenty 
of  samples,  etc.,  to  Australasia  in  an  effort  to  increase  Dutch  trade  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  United  States 
and  a  few  other  countries  have  been  very  energetic  in  this  respect- 


Chilean  Commissioner  to  Study  Paper  Mannf  actore. 

Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens,  of  Santiago,  reports  that 
Senor  Egidio  Poblete  has  been  commissioned  by  the  Chilean  Gov- 
ernment to  study  the  paper-making  industry  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 
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COBH  PBOmrCTS  DT  HADAOASCAB,  UAUBITinS,  AlTD  SEVBIOH. 

[Consal  James  O.  Carter,  Tamatave,  Madagascar,  July  22.] 

Because  of  the  lack  of  industries  in  which  glucose,  manufacturing 
starches,  dextrines,  and  crude  oils  may  be  nSid  and  the  scarcity  oi 
cattle  it  is  unlikely  that  a  large  demand  could  be  created  in  Mauri- 
tius for  these  articles  or  for  cattle  feeds.  Some  interest  may  be 
developed  in  edible  cornstarch,  laundry  starch,  com  flour,  and  re- 
fined com  oil  for  cooking  and  salad  purposes.  These  articles,  with 
perhaps  the  exception  of  refined  corn  oil,  which  has  not  been  intro- 
duced in  this  section,  usually  have  been  supplied  by  England  and 
France,  The  Mauritius  merchants  are  inclined  and  desire  to  enter 
into  relations  with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  merchandise  in 
the  United  States,  provided  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made 
with  respect  to  terms  and  shipping  facilities. 

Conditioni  ITnder  Which  Business  is  Conducted. 

The  usual  methods  of  effecting  payment  for  merchandise  ordered 
through  Mauritius  brokerage  firms  are:  (a)  By  draft  at  15  or  30 
days'  sight,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  date 
of  invoice  to  the  approximate  due  date  of  arrival  of  the  remittance 
at  the  place  of  the  drawer,  and  if  the  merchandise  is  purchased 
through  an  export  commission  house  3  per  cent  commission  to  the 
latter;  (&)  draft  at  90  or  120  days  from  date  of  invoice,  documents 
against  acceptance,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  and  a  commission  of 
5J  per  cent  to  the  export  commission  house;  (c)  draft  without  docu- 
ments attached  to  be  collected  either  through  local  banks  or  financial 
agents. 

According  to  ordinance  No,  46,  of  1898,  on  each  bill  of  exchange, 
promissory  note,  or  acceptance  drawn  out  of  Mauritius  and  expressed 
to  be  payable  or  actually  paid  or  indorsed  or  in  any  manner  ne- 
gotiated in  Mauritius  there  is  a. stamp  tax  ranging  from  $0.08  for 
those  not  exceeding  500  rupees  ($162.22)  in  value  to  $6.49  for  those 
not  exceeding  40,000  rupees  ($12,977).  For  each  additional  10,000 
rupees  ($3,244)  or  part  thereof  the  charge  is  increased  by  $1.62. 

European  Firms  Have  Agencies  at  fort  Xonis. 

Besides  the  large  volume  of  business  done  through  commission 
houses,  European  firms  have  placed  agencies  with  the  more  impor- 
tant firms  in  Port  Louis,  the  capital  of  Mauritius,  and  merchandise 
is  shipped  on  open  credit  or  on  consignment. 

Prices  quoted  in  Indian  rupees  or  pounds  sterling  c.  i.  f.  Port 
Louis  are  preferable,  the  rupee  being  valued  at  15  to  the  pound 
sterling. 

The  best  shipping  route  between  the  United  States  and  Mauritius 
is  from  New  York  and  other  eastern  ports  via  South  Africa  and 
over  the  Union  Castle  Line,  which  has  a  ship  to  Mauritius  from 
South  African  ports  at  least  once  every  month.  In  normal  times 
trans-Atlantic  lines,  especially  those  running  from  New  York  to 
ports  in  France,  issue  through  bills  of  lading  for  the  islands  of  this 
section  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  but  it  is  now  impossible  because  of  war 
conditions  to  obtain  such  service.  Correspondence  with  Mauritian 
firms  may  be  in  English  or  French. 

Corn  flour  and  cornstarch  are  not  specially  mentioned  in  the  pub- 
lished list  of  articles  that  pay  customs  duty  when  imported  into 
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FRENCH  WEST  INDIES. 
MARTINIQUE. 

ttj  CoBavl  Tkomaa  R.  'Wallace,  Fort  de  France,  Aiunwt  1. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Martinique  for  1915  amounted  to  $12,8844'?^> 
the  highest  figure  recorded,  and  the  increase  was  almost  wholly  due 
to  the  gi-eater  value  of  the  exports.  The  total  exports  for  1915  were 
valued  at  $8,391,473,  which  was  36  per  cent  greater  than  for  any 
previous  year.  The  output  of  products  was  not  ahove  the  average 
but  the  high  prices  obtained  account  for  the  increased  value. of  the 
exports.  The  trend  of  the  export  trade  was  along  the  same  general 
lines  as  in  the  past.  The  principal  articles  exported  were  sugar,  rum, 
and  cacao,  practically  all  of  which  were  sent  to  France.  The  Unitea 
States  is  the  second  largest  importer  of  the  products  of  Martinique, 
and  shares  with  France  in  the  exports  of  vanilla  beans,  goat  and 
sheep  skins,  and  with  other  countries  in  the  exports  of  bay  oil  and 
lime  oil.  A  small  amount  of  rum  and  sugar  is  shipped  to  Haiti,  also 
a  part  of  the  reshipments  of  wine.  The  exports  to  Porto  Eico  con- 
sist of  empty  barrels  and  a  small  quantity  of  rum. 

C«anuB]^tlea  ot  tottlgn.  Goods— Increased  Imvortt  of  Americui  Products. 

The  consumption  of  foreign  goods  in  1915  was  less  than  in  the 
average  year,  although  there  was  a  larger  use  of  coal,  fertilizers,  and 
edible  oils.  The  increased  cost  of  necessities  more  than  balanced  the 
economy  practiced  in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  and  the  total  imports 
were  about  5  per  cent  above  the  average. 

The  United  States  furnished  a  fraction  over  50  per  cent  of  the 
imports  for  Martinique  in  1915,  while  France  and  its  colonies  sup- 
plied 37  per  cent^  thus  reversing  prevailing  conditions  in  previous 
years.  Great  Britain  and  its  colonies  furnished  over  11  per  cent, 
apd  all  other  countries  less  than  2  per  cent. 

Total  Exports  ia  1810. 

Exports  to  France  in  1915  were  valued  at  $7,819,791 ;  to  the  United 
States,  $5,006;  to  the  British  colonies,  $1,992;  and  to  various  other 
countries,  $4,100. 

Reexports  to  France  in  1915  amounted  to  $336,013;  Panama, 
$100,859;  British  colonies,  $27,880;  Great  Britain,  $2,274;  Haiti, 
$22,176;  Porto  Rico,  $2,028;  and  the  United  States,  $1,618.  The 
reexports  to  the  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  were  principally 
empty  containers. 

•7110'— 28a-M 
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Hl;h  Trices  XeoeiTed  for  Sugar — Other  Zzports. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  from  Martinique  in  1915  amounted 
to  38,925  metric  tons  of  2,201  pounds  each,  compared  with  38,581 
tons  in  1914,  and  the  amount  received  for  the  1915  crop  was  a  frac- 
tion less  than  double  the  amount  received  in  1914.  Tlie  value  of  the 
sugar  exported  in  1915  exceeded  all  former  records. 

The  quantity  of  rum  exported  in  1915  was  6,385,055  gallons,  an 
increase  of  753,335  gallons  over  the  production  of  1914.  The  prices 
obtained  were  about  the  same  for  both  years.  The  French  Grovem- 
ment  issued  a  requisition  for  the  rum  products  of  the  island,  and  the 
price  paid  was  profitable  for  the  distillers. 

The  crop  of  cacao  in  the  island  was  above  the  average  in  quan- 
tity and  of  good  quality,  the  prices  realized  were  satisMctoiy,  and 
the  exports  increased  in  value  about  30  per  cent.  The  quantity  ex- 
ported was  505.3  metric  tons,  compared  with  452  tons  in  1914. 

The  banana  crop  was  poor,  and  the  local  market  absorbed  the  crop, 
the  fruit  selling  at  double  its  former  price. 

The  production  of  cassia  in  Martinique  has  declined  in  i-ecent 
years,  and  the  price  paid  influences  the  output.  There  were  160  tons 
produced  in  1912, 50  tons  in  1913, 106  in  1914,  and  17  tons  in  1915. 

The  Colfee  Industry. 

There  have  been  planted  since  1913,  39,000  coffee  trees  of  the  Libe- 
ria and  Bobusta  varieties  in  the  island.  The  planters  have  discov- 
ered that  the  guality  of  the  coffee  is  influenced  by  the  character  of 
the  soil  in  which  it  is  planted.  The  strong  and  prolific  Liberia  is 
modified  after  a  few  seasons  in  Mailinique,  and  in  certain  soils  the 
berry  becomes  smaller^  much  of  the  bitter  taste  disappears,  and  the 
aroma  resembles  the  Arabic,  the  varietj'  that  has  made  Martinique 
coffee  famous  on  the  French  markets.  It  also  appears  that  the  tend- 
ency of  the  Eobusta,  which  is  a  Java  variety,  to  produce  larger  grains 
and  an  improved  flavor  results  from  i)roperly  selected  soils. 

A  disease  which  attacked  the  Arabic  coffee  trees  makes  it  difficult 
to  produce  this  brand.  ■ 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  was  below  the  average  in  1915, 
but  the  higher  prices  received  placed  it  in  value  on  an  average  with 
former  years.    There  were  9.3  tons  exported,  compared  with  14  tons 
in  1914. 
TTntneoestful  Development  of  lime  Industry. 

Since  1914  there  have  been  266,000  lime  trees  planted  in  Mai"- 
tinique,  and  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  start  a  lime  industry 
here,  but  it  has  so  far  proved  unsuccessful.  A  small  quantity  of  lime 
juice  and  citrate  of  lime  have  recently  been  produced  and  success- 
fully marketed,  and  the  quality  has  been  pronounced  excdlent 
Limes  grow  with  little  care  in  Martinique  and  produce  abundant 
fruit  of  a  fine  guality. 

The  high  prices  paid  for  sugar  and  rum  in  1914  and  1915  has  had 
a  tendency  to  lessen  the  interest  in  the  coffee  and  lime  industries, 
altiiough  additional  areas  are  being  planted  with  these  trees. 

Chief  Artiolea  Exported  in  181S,  1*14^  utd  1»U. 

The  chief  articles  and  their  values  exported  from  Martinique  in 
1913, 1914,  and  1915,  are  shown  in  the  table  following. 
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Articles. 


Bananas..., 

Cassia. 

Cacao 

dDnamon. . 

Coffee 

Bides 

Bum 

Sugar 

Sugar,  raw. 


1013 


tl,95S 

225 

200,110 


4,619 
30,256 
2,234,205 
2,378,851 


1914 


1310 

2,027 

179,123 


9,261 

30,221 

2,«98,S33 

2,328,060 

6,450 


1915 


238,606 

SU 

4,413 

25,553 

2,90l,i<lg 

4,SS2,420 

1,649 


Articles. 


Vanilla 

Pineapples 

All  other  articles. . . 


Total. 
Reexports. . . 


Total  exports. 


1913 


114,725 


123,890 


4,996,KI9 
580,240 


3,577,033 


1914 


tS,440 

1,718 

22,499 


,186,964 
553,616 


3,745,580 


1916 


t7,413 
19,686 
46,197 


7,830,800 
660,583 


3,391,473 


Priaolpal  Artlelet  Imported  into  XartlMl^ne — Conntriet  Sapplying  Ooodt. 

The  principal  articles  imported  •  from  the  United  States  in  1915 
were  coal,  fertilizers,  provisions,  edible  oils,  petroleum  products, 
building  materials,  vehicles,  and  manufactured  articles.  The  com- 
modities furnished  by  France  were  manufactured  articles,  cloth, 
fabrics,  machinery,  vehicles,  wines,  liquors,  and  provisions,  and  the 
colonies  sent  molasses,  tropical  products,  and  reshipments  of  general 
supplies.  Great  Britain  supplied  fertilizers  and  a  tew  manufactured 
articles,  and  its  colonies  and  dependencies  sent  rice,  molasses,  provi- 
sions, and  sundries.  St.  Martin  maintains  a  steady  trade  with 
Martinique  in  salt,  exports  of  this  product  amounting  to  $7,235  in 
1915,  a  gain  of  24  per  cent  over  1914. 

The  foUowing  table  shows  the  total  value  of  imports  received  in 
Martinique  from  the  various  countries  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Countries  ot  origin. 

1914 

1916 

Countries  of  Origin. 

1914 

1915 

CliHe 

131.672 
1,633,^6 

5,888 
83,200 

7,600 
363,150 
147,443 

Italy 

*1.746 
7,168 
7,501 
9,748 
7,235 
1,073 
1,690 
3,354,618 

11,638 
3,748 

Fra]K>e ... 

*1,847,;D6 

60,660 
169,204 

698 

363,922 

117,667 

10,683 

1,080 

155,098 

Indb i 

Reexportation       Ihnn 
France 

«5,311 

Porto  Rico 

Rt,  Httnln  

6,836 

Reexportation       IhBn 
French  oolonifis 

Switzerland.... 

St.  Thomas     ...•••.....* 

Gnat  Britain 

United  States 

1,545,896 
3,193 
3,023 

Colonien  

Venetoala 

■p^    ' 

4,494 

925 

Total 

Holland 

4,369,498 

4,482,734 

Xartinlque's  Trade  With  United  States. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Martinique  have  gradu- 
ally increased  in  quantity  and  value  since  1909,  and  certain  American 
Sroducts  have  become  staples  and  now  practically  supply  the  demand, 
'rom  1909  to  1914  there  was  an  increase  of  55  per  cent  in  the  im- 
ports of  Ameidcan  goods,  but  when  compared  with  1915  the  increase 
IS  over  127  per  cent. 

The  consumption  of  coal  in  the  island  increased  in  quantity  23,321 
metric  tons  from  1910  to  1915  and  in  value,  $55,575.  Small  quanti- 
ties were  formerly  procured  from  other  countries,  but  it  now  practi- 
cally all  comes  from  America. 

Construction  materials  in  Martinique  are  largely  of  white  and 
red  pine,  and  are  imported  from  America.  A  steady  improvement 
in  the  lumber  trad?  is  shown  by  the  statistics  from  1909  to  1914; 
imports  declined  in  1914,  however,  and  in  1915  lumber  imports  were 
40  per  cent  less  than  in  the  previous  .year. 

America's .  trade  with  the  island  in  lime  and  cement  has  devel- 
oped in  the  past  five  years.  In  1910  the  United  States  furnished  the 
i£and  with  $450  worth  of  these  products;  in  1915  the  imports 
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totaled  $15,047,  of  which  America  supplied  $9^387.  A  demand  was 
created  in  1912  to  supply  materials  tor  public  works  beiM  con- 
structed on  the  island,  but  imports  have  gradually  fallen  on  since 
and  are  now  about  normal.  Trade  in  all  construction  materials 
has  been  adversely  affected  by  the  war. 
VertUiters  Largely  VttA — Petrolenm  Predaots. 

The  fertilizers  used  in  Martinique  are  composed  of  ammoniacs, 
potashes,  superphosphates,  and  a  small  quantity  of  guano.  A  por- 
tion of  the  total  amovmt  used  on  the  island  is  for  cacao  and  pine- 
apples, and  the  remainder  for  sugar  cane.  The  larger  part  of  the 
chemicals  used  in  making  fertilizers  is  mixed  by  the  planters  and  the 
unmixed  article  is  used  only  in  a  small  proportion  to  the  total  amount 
consumed. 

The  imports  of  fertilizei's  into  the  island  average  about  $400,000 
per  year,  although  in  1915  this  sum  was  exceeded  and  indications 
point  to  a  further  increase  in  the  future.  Of  the  total  imports  of 
fertilizers  in  1914,  valued  at  $401,074,  the  United  States  supplied 
only  $29,567  worth.  The  imports  for  1915  were  unprecedented, 
amounting  to  $648,379,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished 
$332,803,  an  amount  greater  than  the.  total  values  of  the  imports  for 
the  past  eight  years  from  America. 

The  demand  for  petroleum  products  has  steadiljr  increased,  but 
the  trade  with  the  United  States  has  not  developed  in  the  same  pro- 
portion ;  in  1910  practically  all  of  the  petroleum  products  consumed 
in  Martinique  were  imported  from  the  United  States.  A  cheaper 
product  from  America  has  been  introduced  on  the  market  which  now 
supplies  about  20  per  cent  of  the  demand. 
Salted  and  Preterred  Xeati — Codfisli. 

The  demand  for  salted  meat  in  the  island  is  governed  by  tiie 
supply  of  butchers'  «toek  procured  from  the  local  market  or  imported 
from  abroad.  The  best  pasture  land  is  being  used  for  the  culti- 
vation of  cane,  and  fewer  cattle  are  raised  for  domestic  use  thiui 
formerly,  and  imports  of  salted  meats  will  probably  increase.  The 
importation  of  butchers'  stock  is  sometimes  difficult,  and  a  shortage 
of  fresh  meat  is  common  in  the  markets. 

Under  normal  conditions  salted  codfish  is  shipped  to  Martinique 
from  French  colonies  in  French  vessels,  and  as  the  fish  are  entered 
free  of  duty  they  practically  monopolize  the  trade,  although  a  small 
quantity  is  procured  annually  from  the  United  States.  The  war  has 
caused  a  part  of  this  trade  to  be  diverted  to  the  United  States. 

The  demand  for  cottonseed  oil  varies  but  little  annually.  A  small 
portion  was  formerly  imported  from  Europe,  but  in  recent  years  the 
total  supply  has  come  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  Plow,  Oleomargarin,  Potatoes,  Etc. 

The  best  qualities  of  flour  are  sent  to  Martinique  in  sacks  aUd  the 
poorer  grades  in  barrels.  Deliveiy  from  the  steamer  to  the  ware- 
house is  usually  under  adverse  conditions,  which  may  account  for  its 
rapid  deterioration,  although  the  climate  is  doubtless  partly  re- 
sponsible. 

The  quantity  of  flour  consumed  annually  does  not  vary  to  any 
extent.  Imports  from  the  United  States  have  gradually  increased, 
as  in  1910  it  supplied  68  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  and  in  1916 
99  per  cent. 
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About  one-half  of  the  butter  consumed  in  the  island  formerly 
came  from  the  United  States,  but  its  importation  has  ahnost  ceased. 
The  total  trade  in  butter  has  declined  to  less  than  one-third  of  the 
imports  of  1910  and  oleomargarin  is  being  substituted. 

The  imports  of  oleomargarin  have  increased  in  the  past  six  years, 
but  the  demand  for  the  American  product  has  steadily  declined, 
although  prior  to  1913  two-thirds  of  the  imports  came  from  the 
United  States.  The  product  from  Europe  sells  for  less  on  the  mar- 
ket, but  the  tariff  no  doubt  affects  the  price  of  the  American  article. 

The  quantity  of  com  imported  from  the  United  States  has  steadily 
decreased,  but  owiBg  to  the  higher  prices  received  for  this  product 
the  returns  show  an  increase  of  over  35  per  cent  in  the  value  of  the 
imports. 

Beans,  potatoes,  and  onions  are  the  principal  vegetables  imported 
into  Martmique,  and  the  imports  were  gi'eater  both  in  quantity  and 
value  in  1915  than  for  many  years. 

SCone-Srawn  Yehioles  Being  Xeplaoed  by  AvtoaoUlet. 

The  number  of  carriages,  buggies,  and  other  wheeled  vehicles  im- 
ported are  becoming  less  every  year.  Small  factories  on  the  island 
import  the  parts  and  finish  tha  vehicles  here.  Practically  all  of  the 
imported  vehicles  of  this  class  and  75  per  cent  of  the  parts  come 
from  the  United  Statea 

The  motor  car  is  taking  the  place  of  the  horse-drawn  vehicle  in 
Martinique  and  there  is  a  steady  demand  for  light,  low-priced  cars. 
A  few  auto  trucks  have  been  imported,  but  the  demand  for  them  is 
not  great. 

The  total  number  of  automobiles  imported  in  1915  was  63,  of 
which  58  came  from  the  United  States,  and  the  number  imported 
in  1914  was  71,  of  which  47  were  of  American  manufacture. 

Total  yalnet  of  Importt  into  Xartinique  and  Amounts  front  XTnlted  States. 

The  total  values  of  the  principal  imports  into  Martinique  for  1914 
and  1915  and  the  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  during  the 
same  period  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Total  imports. 


ItU 


19U 


Imports  from 
United  States. 


1914 


ms 


Alimentary  fats 

Animals,  live;  males. 

Jtags.Jute 

Beer 

BIadb« 

Breadstufls: 

Biscuits— 

Sweet 

Other 

Cakes,  sweet 

Corn- 
Grain , 

Flour 

Flour 

Oats 

Rice 

Semolina 

Botter 

Cement 

Chemicab: 

Salpliur 

Sulphuric  arid 

Other  diemicab.. 

Coal 

Coilee 

Conar 


«S7,fl00 

8S0 

SO,  BSD 

21,090 

3,31« 


(6,380 


13,638 


29,305 
1,070 

367,  aru 

12,593 

100,740 

1,520 

10,580 

24,5i0 


406,375 


44,215 
8,595 
3,334 


3,014 

2,111 

785 

27,323 
1,826 
466, 159 
10,817 
11),  202 
5,ri94 
8,70! 
16,047 

6,108 
1,365 
26,294 
419,911 
51,421 
13,107 


S55 

386 
33 
9) 

153 


t35 


5,710 


28.660 

1,050 

359,190 

3,040 

8,423 


328 
9,564 


406,043 


24,181 

1,«30 

779 


213 

1,805 
764 

26,789 

1,721 

4«5.29l 

8,250 

215 

205 

1,063 

9,387 

1,38S 
1,215 
4,142 
412,  SS8 
14,  «n 
3,2fB 
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Articles. 


Total  iinpotts. 


1914 


VMS 


UHMCtl 

UnOtdS 


StttM. 


1014 


ins 


Cordage,  twine,  and  rope .. . 
Cotton,  and  manultctures: 

Waste  and  flocks 

Cloth 

Made^p  articles 

FertOiien: 

Qnano ....••. 

Mixed  chemicals , 

Potassium  nitrate 

Sodium  nitrate , 

Superpbosphates 

Sulphate  of  polasb 

Sulphate  of  ammonia. . 
Fish: 

Codfish,  salted , 

Herring,  salted 

Sardines , 

Fruits:  Conned 

Olass  and  crystal 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bars , 

Rods,  wire 

Sheets , 

Hoop 


Straighta 

Uactunory,  tools. 

Nails,  screws,  staples. . . . 

Other  articles 

Jewelry 

li«rd... 

Leather  and  manobctures: 

Hides 

Shoes 

Other  articles 

Meats: 

Preserved 

Salted 

Matches. 


Musical  instruments: 

Pianos 

Other 

Oils: 

Cottonseed 

Linseed 

Mineral  oilr. 

Refined 

Other 

Heavy  oils 

Oloomargario 

Paper 

Paints 

Pottery 

Rubber,  pipes,  bands 

Salt.... 

Bowing  machines 

Soap 

Tobacco  and  manutactuns: 

Tobacco  leaf 


Vegetables: 

Beans. 

Onions. 

Potatoes 

Vehicles  and  parts 

Motorcars 

Carriages,  buggies 

Vehicles,  parts. 

Wood,  and  manuiacturos  of: 

Lumber- 
Boards 

Other  lumber 

Furniture 

Railway  ties 

Shooks. 

Staves 

Wickerwaro 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


«15,4M 

1,305 

4,7S3 

107, 145 


M,806 
78,727 
107,080 
39,200 


110,178 

316,170 
5,87S 
3,000 


16,137 


74,9S0 


117,071 
6,933 


30,496 

ao,4» 


2,687 

4,m 


66,60« 


163,936 
38,520 


6,970 
20,530 


2,216 
9,527 


13,183 


2,452 
14,632 
11,730 

46,920 

568 

2,865 


116,440 


13,625 


57,877 
154,583 


1,213,904 


187,808 

1,857 
123,625 
93,762 

45,560 


227,560 
100,800 


274,450 

243,677 
1,461 
3,910 
5,038 
U,S«3 

•,608 

2,804 
29,977 
13,800 
22,061 

1,130 

536 

11,101 

U,3g7 

33,060 

4,164 

78.13S 
15,313. 
8;490 

4,647 

iao,6M 

5,301 
66,324 

5,370 
1,740 

311,633 
5,424 

13,242 
36,224 

9,563 
96,454 
43,685 
12,276 
14,020 
453 
12,745 

3,770 
64,020 

16,965 
1,287 

35,171 
20,304 
19,675 

39,352 
386 

3,538 


75,665 
4,343 
7,604 

13,773 

73,000 
20,675 
477,441 


$784 

948 

1,2SS 


16,2(3 
4,133 
9,118> 


4,00( 
5,711 


870 


16,138 
340 


263 
20,235 


218 
4,061 


37,160 


2,896 
5,033 


212 
310 


U,163 


37,330 

630 

3,546 


U6,S66 


3,803 


44,490 
lM,SO 


63;  7U 


887 

666 

5,003 


on 


191,0(3 
(6,M( 


43,(03 

43,966 

1.388 

2 

(87 

3,(64 

a,sn 

1,535 
9,t» 

8.8£ 

17,(88 

on 

30 

''S 

3(0 

3,837 

3,481 

(85 

1,3(( 

656 

119,713 

3.530 


i,m 

473 

311,513 
981 

10,311 

35,6(8 

4,644 

3,403 

1,7M 

1,620 

656 

179 

311 

3,505 

14,343 

16,030 


11,4(7 
3,410 
3,486 

34,141 

386 

3,561 


75,3SS 
3,580 
3,516 
6,0S 

m.m 

71,((( 
73,316 


4,360,488 


4,«3,734 


i.itt,m 


S,3S4,iU 
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American  Bnsineu  Conitectlens — Shipping. 

Not  more  than  three  American  salesmen  representing  American 
houses  called  at  Martinique  in  1915  with  the  object  of  establishing 
connections  or  selling  goods.  A  possible  half  dozen  called  who  i-ep- 
resented  American  concerns  having  an  established  trade  or  business 
connections  M'ith  Martinique  firms. 

Most  of  the  new  business  transacted  was  through  resident  dealers 
■who  secured  the  addresses  of  American  houses  carrying  the  commodi- 
ties they  desired  or  in  rnswer  to  letters  from  American  firms  who 
had  obtained  the  addresses  of  business  houses  in  Martinique  from 
this  consiilate. 

A  local  commission  house  benefited  to  the  extent  of  $80,000  in 
orders  made  through  letters  from  the  consulate  to  American  firms, 
and  expressly  requested  that  their  name  be  mentioned  in  answering 
letters  from  exportei-s  in  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  island  in  1915 
■was  407,  with  a  tonnage  amounting  to  461,829;  in  1914  there  were  472 
Tessels,  of  459,052  tons.  Of  those  entering  in  1915,  191  vessels^  of 
304,086  tons,  were  French ;  143  vessels,  of  950,030  tons,  were  British ; 
28  vessels,  of  40,092  tons,  were  Norwegian ;  27  vessels,  of  19,086  tons, 
were  American ;  16  vessels,  of  900  tons,  were  Dutch ;  1  vessel,  of  1,298 
tons,  was  Swedish ;  and  there  was  1  Mexican  vessel  of  607  tons. 

Three  American  steamers  that  entered  this  port  in  1915  were  the 
first  American  merchant  vessels  of  the  kind  that  appear  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  American  consulate  since  1903. 

GUADELOUPE. 

Dt  CoBanl  HcBry  T.  Wlleox.  September  12. 

Guadeloupe,  the  largest  island  of  the  French  West  Indies,  has  a 
population  of  about  183,000  and  a  total  area  of  722  square  miles,  32 
per  cent  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  According  to  official  figures 
the  cultivated  land  is  divided  among  the  important  crops  as  follows : 
Sugar  cane,  49  per  cent;  provisions  for  local  consumption,  28  per 
cent ;  coffee,  lOJ  per  cent ;  cocoa,  7  per  cent ;  and  the  remaining  5i  per 
cent  is  given  over  to  vanilla,  lime  trees,  etc.  The  prosperity  of 
the  colony  depends  entirely  upon  the  production  of  this  cultivated 
portion  of  the  island,  for  there  are  no  industries. other  than  those 
that  are  closely  connected  with  agriculture.  The  soil  is  fertile,  and 
the  rainfall  is  usually  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  crops. 

The  year  1915  was,  on  the  whole,  a  prosperous  one  for  the  colony. 
Crops  were  good,  prices  were  high,  and  the  only  real  cause  for  com- 
plaint was  the  scarcity  of  labor,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  parts  of 
the  coffee  and  cocoa  crops. 

Many  classes  of  goods  could  not  be  purchased  from  France  in  1915 
on  account  of  the  war,  and  importers  sent  to  the  United  States  for 
merchandise.  Prices  were  higher,  as  imports  from  countries  other 
than  France  pay  higher  duties  than  French  goods.  As  good  prices 
were  obtained  for  agricultural  products  during  1915,  however,  the 
planters  were  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Trinoipal  Frodnctt  of  the  Island — ^Eigh  Prices  Obtained. 

The  principal  products  raised  in  Guadeloupe  are  sugar,  rum,  mo- 
lasses, cocoa,  coffee,  and  vanilla.    Of  these,  sugar  and  its  by-products 
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are  the  most  important,  82  per  cent  of  the  exports  being  composed  oi 
raw  sugar,  rum,  and.  molasses.  Cocoa  and  coffee  follow  and  make  up 
10  and  7  per  cent  of  the  exports,  respectively,  while  the  remaining 
1  per  cent  is  composed  principally  of  vanilla. 

As  in  1914,  climatic  conditions  during  1915  were  favorable  for  the 
crops.  The  hurricane  of  August,  1915,  passed  close  to  the  island, 
but  did  little  damage. 

Compared  with  the  prices  of  1914j  those  of  the  following  year  were 
higher  in  almost  every  case.  The  following  table  shows  the  average 
prices  for  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 

1914 

1815 

Articles. 

1914 

ms 

Sug&r       ............ 

lb.. 

10.034 
.377 
.123 

to.  MS 
.303 
.12 

Coflflft 

Coffee 

Vanilla 

...lb.. 
...lb.. 

Ih 

10.232 
.287 

1.84 

Rum 

Molasses    

...gaU.. 
...Wl.. 

Sugar  Crop  in  1816 — Bun  and  Xolasson. 

While  the  sugar  crop  of  1914  was  lar^r  than  for  many  years,  that 
of  1915  was  barely  above  normal.  A  slight  drought  during  Augu^ 
and  September  of  1914  retarded  the  growth  of  the  canes,  and  the  wet 
weather  early  in  1915  reduced  the  quantity  of  saccharine  matter. 
While  the  high  price  of  raw  sugar  prevented  any  loss  to  the  property 
owners,  the  large  planters  who  nave  mills  for  extracting  sugar  made 
the  least  profit.  The  small  planters,  however,  made  large  gains,  iot 
they  sold  their  cane  by  weight,  and  received  14  francs  ($2.70)  pet 
metric  ton  (2,204  pounds),  which  was  double  the  price  received  dur- 
ing 1814.  Laborers  in  the  cane  fields  and  sugar  mills  were  granted 
an  increase  of  25  centimes  (5  cents)  per  day. 

After  the  beginning  of  the  war  there  was  a  shortage  of  beet  sugar 
in  France,  and  the  demand  from  this  island  was  much  greater  than 
usual.  On  several  occasions  steamers  loading  for  France  received 
orders  to  accept  nothing  but  sugar. 

The  quantity  of  rum  product  in  1915  was  only  77  per  cent  of  that 
produced  in  the  previous  year,  and  prices  were  idmost  20  per  cent 
lower  in  1915.  The  reduction  was  caused  by  the  inability  of  ex- 
porters to  make  large  shipments,  owing  to  the  lack  of  shipping 
facilities. 

The  exportation  of  molasses  decreased  29  per  cent  in  1915,  owing 
to  the  shortness  of  the  sugar  cro^  but  the  price  remained  about  the 
same  as  in  1914.  Lar^e  quantities  of  this  product  are  annually 
shipped  to  the  neighbormg  island  of  Martinique,  where  it  is  bought 
by  the  distilleries  and  ma^  into  rum. 

Coffee,  Cocoa,  and  YaniUa  Crops. 

Although  the  coffee  crops  of  both  1914  and  1915  were  good,  that 
of  the  latter  year  was  the  larger  by  39,600  pounds,  and  brought  bet- 
ter returns  to  the  planters  as  the  price  was  $0,008  more  per  pound. 
The  arabica  coffee  of  Guadeloupe  is  considered  by  many  to  oe  the 
best  in  the  world,  and  it  is  exported  almost  entirely  to  France,  where 
it  commands  the  nighest  prices. 

For  the  first  7  months  of  1915  the  production  of  cocoa  was  barely 
that  of  normal  years,  but  the  prospects  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
were  good.    The  hurricane  in  August  destroyed  many  of  ihb  podSi 
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and  bronght  the  total  quantity  for  the  year  below  the  average.  Good 
prices,  however,  made  up  for  the  lack  of  quantity.  While  2,081,784 
pounds  of  cocoa  valued  at  $484,373  were  exported  during  1914,  only 
1^53,896  pounds  were  exported  during  1915,  but  the  total  value  was 
$485,802.    The  entire  crop  was  exported  to  France  in  both  years. 

Although  vanilla  furnishes  only  a  small  part  of  the  exports  of  the 
colony,  it  is  the  chief  article  exported  to  the  United  States,  and  there 
was  a  normal  production  in  1915.  The  average  price  obtained  for 
this  product  in  1915  was  6  cents  higher  per  pound  than  in  the  year 
before. 

The  bulk  of  the  vanilla  and  vanillon  crop  for  1915  was  not  shipped 
to  the  United  States  until  after  January  1, 1916,  and  a  larger  propor- 
tion than  usual  of  vanillon,  which  is  not  as  valuable  as  vanilla;  was 
shipped  during  1915. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  exports  in- 
voiced for  the  United  States  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Articlrs. 

ISIl 

191S 

Founds. 

VBla«i. 

Founds. 

Values. 

22,807 
2,238 
5,937 
8,318 

i;7aB 

23,903 
8,813 

1799 

3,332 

1,113 

166 

a>7 

43,1S7 
884 

13,3S7 
1,4M 

a,  SB 

tM6 

BsTcU 

1,849 

Coflee       

•17 

Oflatslrlni       , ,,,, 

Vanilla  and  Tanillin 

23,47» 
2,107 

34,27« 

Allotherartielcs  

101 

Total 

80,007 

37.409 

Decreased  Ezportatlous  of  Ba^"  leaves  and  Limes. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  leaves  have  been  stripped  from  the  bay 
trees  faster  than  they  could  grow,  and,  consequently,  the  quantities 
of  bay  leaves  and  bay  oil  for  exportation  are  diminidiing  vearly. 

The  exportation  of  Unties  continues  to  decrease,  because  the  planters 
have  ceased  to  take  an  interest  in  their  cultivation.  The  Govern- 
ment, however,  is  taking  steps  to  encourage  the  industry,  but  it  will 
be  several  years  before  the  quantity  available  for  export  increases. 

There  were  no  exports  of  goatskins  during  1915,  as  the  natives 
found  it  cheaper  to  make  the  skins  iAto  leather  for  local  use  than  to 
export  them  and  then  import  leather  for  shoes  and  other  articles. 

Ketumed  American  goods  were  valued  at  $5,526  in  1915,  compai-ed 
with  $518  in  1914.  The  increase  was  due  to  the  reshipment  of 
American  cotton  goods,  valued  at  $4,838,  to  Porto  Kico.  The  other 
principal  items  returned  were  empty  gasoline  drums  and  parts  of 
vehicles  for  repairs. 

Shipping  Facilities. 

The  Compagnie  Gr^erale  Transatlantique  maintains  a  fortnightly 
frei^t  and  passenger  service  between  France  and  Colon,  Panama, 
calling  on  both  the  outward  and  homeward  voyages  at  several  inter- 
mediate ports,  among  which  are  Basse  Terre  and  Pointe-a-Pitre, 
the  two  ports  of  this  island.  This  company  also  has  a  small  steamer 
which  makes  monthly  trips,  starting  at  Martinique  and  calling  at 
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Guadeloupe,  St.  Thomas,  Porto  Rico,  Haiti,  and  Santo  Domingo. 
The  steamers  of  the  Quebec  Steamship  Co.'s  fortnightly  service 
carry  mail,  passengers,  and  freight  and  call  at  Guadeloime  twice  dur- 
ing each  round  trip  from  New  York.  The  steamers  oi  the  Baporel 
Steamship  Co.  of  New  York  call  at  Pointe-a-Pitre  on  their  south- 
bound voyages  whenever  they  have  freight  for  the  island ;  the  vessels 
do  not  carry  passengers,  however,  and  the  service  is  irregular. 

Of  the  clearances  during  1914,  29  were  for  New  York,  13  for  Porto 
Rico,  and  24  for  Colon ;  and  during  1915,  30  vessels  cleared  for  New 
York,  10  for  Porto  Rico,  and  22  for  Colon. 
Commodities  Imported — Prinelpal  Artlelet  Supplied  by  TTnlted  States. 

Although  statistics  of  the  imports  into  Guadeloupe  during  1915 
are  not  yet  available  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were  greater 
than  in  1914  according  to  a  comparison  of  the  amounts  received  in 
payment  of  customs  duties  during  the  past  two  years.  As  Frendi 
goods  are  not  subject  to  duty  and  as  importers  invariably  turn  to  the 
United  States  for  supplies  when  French  goods  are  not  available  it 
is  evident  that  the  increased  receipts  of  customs  duties  represent  in- 
creased imports  of  American  goods.  The  receipts  from  customs  duties 
amounted  to  663,438  francs  ($128,044)  during  1914  and  1,035;992 
francs  ($203,806)  duiing  1915,  an  increase  of  392,554  francs  ($75,762). 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  were  food- 
stuffs of  all  sorts,  lumber  and  other  building  materials,  petroleum 
products,  automobiles,  furniture,  and  boots  and  slioes,  while  France 
furnished  most  of  the  textiles,  millinery,  wines^  liqueurs,  and  other 
luxuries. 

Owing  to  the  greatly  reduced  duties  on  French  goods,  compared 
with  the  products  of  other  countries,  it  is  believed  that  upon  a  return 
to  normal  conditions  the  present  demand  for  American  goods  will 
decrease.  American  goods  are  popular  in  Guadeloupe,  however,  and 
there  are  few  complaints  with  regard  to  packing,  credits,  etc.  Two 
tariffs  are  in  force  in  the  island,  the  local  tariff  (octroi  de  mer), 
which  applies  to  all  imports,  and  the  customs  tariff  of  France,  which 
is  charged  on  imports  from  countries  other  than  France.  The  prin- 
cipal demand  is  for  cheap  goods  owing  to  the  limited  purchasing 
power  of  the  inhabitante. 
Public  Improvements — ^BanklnK  Conditions. 

No  public  works  of  any  importance  were  undertaken  during  1914 
and  1916.  Improvements  to  the  harbor  of  Pointe-a-Pitre,  the  erec- 
tion of  a  wireless  telegraph  station,  and  extensive  repairs  to  the 
mains  which  bring  the  water  supply  to  Pointe-a-Pitre  from  the 
mountains  were  discussed  during  1915,  but"  the  work  was  not  com- 
menced. 

There  are  two  banks  in  Guadeloupe,  the  Banque  du  Commerce  and 
the  Banque  de  la  Guadeloupe.  The  former  is  a  private  institution 
having  a  capital  of  300,000  francs  (57,900),  and  the  latter  is  a  semi- 
ofBcial  organization  having  a  capital  of  3,000,000  francs  ($579,000). 
According  to  the  statements  of  the  Banque  de  la  Guadeloupe  it  had 
deposits  of  2,900,639  francs  ($559,823),  loans  and  discounts  of 
5,144,786  francs  ($992,944),  61^  per  cent  of  which  were  on  harvests, 
and  notes  in  circulation  amounting  to  8,178,720  francs  ($1,578,493) 
on  December  31,  1915,  compared  with  deposits  of  1,964,871  francs 
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($3T9^20),  loans  and  discounts  of  5,758,292  francs  ($1,111^50),  68 
per  cent  on  harvest,  and  notes  in  circulation  amounting  to  7,135,875 
francs  ($1,377,224)  on  December  31,  1914. 

When  the  war  began  the  demand  for  American  goods,  principally 
foodstuffs,  increased,  and  although  the  Banque  de  la  Guadeloupe  had 
sufficient  credit  in  France  it  was  not  prepared  to  sell  drafts  for  lar^e 
amounts  on  New  York.  This  threatened  for  a  short  time  to  handi- 
cap trade  with  the  United  States,  but  arrangements  were  soon  made 
with  bankers  of  Paris  whereby  the  Banque  was  allowed  to  draw  on 
New  York  for  $60,000  monthly.  By  the  end  of  1914  still  better  ar- 
rangements were  made  and  the  Banque  has  since  been  able  to  draw 
freely  on  New  York. 

The  rate  of  exchange  which  had  been  1  per  cent  for  drafts  on  Paris 
and  li  per  cent  for  drafts  on  New  York  rose  immediately  at  the 
opening  of  war  to  2  per  cent  on  Paris  drafts  and  3i  per  cent  on 
New  York,  and  while  the  rate  for  drafts  on  Paris  has  remained 
stationary,  that  on  New  York  was  ^gain  increased  in  May,  1915,  by 
the  addition  of  a  commission  of  one-fourth  of  1  per  cent.  While 
the  Banque  de  la  Guadeloupe,  in  buying  United  States  currency 
paid  5.15  francs  per  dollar  during  1914  and  the  first  half  of  1915, 
and  5.25  francs  during  the  latter  half  of  1915,  the  price  charged 
when  selling  United  States  currency  increased  from  5.20  francs  per 
dollar  in  September,  1914,  to  6.15  francs  per  dollar  in  September, 
1915.  The  following  October  the  price  dropped  to  5.95  francs,  at 
which  point  it  has  remained. 

Decreased  SiTidends — ^Xnoreated  Xnterest  Charges. 

Owing  to  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  some  of  the  securities 
held  by  the  Banque,  which  depreciation  had  to  be  charged  off  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years,  the  annual  dividend  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1915,  was  at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent,  while  the  dividend  for  the 
previous  year  was  4  per  cent.  The  Banque  also  found  it  necessary 
to  charge' 6  per  cent  interest  on  loans  on  crops  and  7  per  cent  on  all 
other  loans,  instead  of  5  and  6  per  cent,  respectively,  which  were  the 
rates  before  the  war. 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  demand  for  currency,  due  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  planters  and  the  increased  wages  of  the  laborers, 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  increase  its  circulation.  France  hav- 
ing forbidden  the  exportation  of  ^^\d  and  silver  the  Banque  could' 
not  add  to  its  reserve  as  required  by  law,  but  the  difficulty  was  over- 
come by  the  passage  of  two  acts  by  the  local  Government  during 
1915.  The  first  act  gave  the  Banque  permission  to  issue  paper 
money  equal  to  three  times  its  legal  reserve  and  the  second  authorized 
the  issuance  of  paper  money  equal  to  five  times  the  reserve. 
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Mauritius.  "  Maize  flour  "  is  mentioned,  however,  but  this  is  under- 
stood to  mean  ordinary  com  meal,  dutiable  under  tariff  No.  59  at 
QM  rupee  per  100  kilos  ($0.14  per  100  pounds),  reckoned  at  the 
normal  rate  of  $0.3244  for  the  rupee,  while  "starch"  is  dutiable 
under  tariff  No.  107  at  1.50  rupees  per  100  kilos  ($0.23  per  100 
pounds). 

Crane  Dues  Payable  in  Addition  to  Tariff  Charges. 

Eefined  corn  oil  would  appear  to  be  dutiable,  under  tariff  No.  8T, 
as  "  olive  or  any  other  salad  oil,"  at  1  rupee  ($0.3244)  per  case  of 
not  more  than  12  liters  (3.17  gallons,  or  12.68  quarts),  or,  if  in  casks 
or  demijohns,  9  rupees  per  hectoliter  ($0.14  per  gallon).  Crane 
dues  for  the  use  of  the  crane  in  lifting  heavy  goods  are  charged  at 
the  rate  of  2  rupees  per  1,000  kilos  ($0.03  per  100  pounds) ,  but  this 
may  not  necessarily  apply  to  corn  products. 

A  small  demand  for  glucose  might  be  developed  in  Reunion  in 
connection  with  tobacco  manufacturing  and  packing.  The  island 
may  also  furnish  a  market  for  edible  cornstarch,  laundry  starch, 
corn  flour,  and  refined  corn  oil.  These  goods,  when  imported  into 
Seunion,  will  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  French  customs  duty, 
as  f  oUows : 

aiucoae. — ^Tariff  No.  83,  31  francs  per  100  kilos  ($2.72  per  100  pounds). 
The  same  goods  Imported  from  Trench  colonies  and  possessions  pay  only 
25  francs  per  100  kilos  ($2.19  per  100  pounds).  An  additional  tax  is  chargetl 
on  the  bottle  contniners  at  the  rate  of  5.25  francs  per  100  kilos  ($0.47  per  100 
pounds)  gross  weight. 

Edible  cornstarch. — ^Tariff  No.  310,  15  francs  general  and  12  francs  minimum 
per  100  kilos  ($1.31  and  $1.05,  respectively,  per  100  pounds)  net,  that  from  the 
United  States  being  subject  to  the  higher  rate. 

Laundri/  starch. — ^Tariff  No.  318,  21  francs  general  and  18  francs  minlumm 
per  100  kilos  ($1.93  and  $1.58,  respectively,  per  100  pounds)  net,  that  from  the 
United  States  being  subject  to  the  higher  rate. 

Com  /Io«r.— Tariff  No.  72,  5  francs  per  100  kilos  ($0.44  per  100  pounds)  gi'oss. 

Refined  com  oil. — ^Tariff  No.  110,  23  francs  general  and  15  francs  minimum 
per  100  kilos  ($2.01  and  $1.35,  respectively,  per  100  pounds)  net,  that  from  the 
United  States  being  subject  to  the  lower  rate.  The  bottle  containers  pay  the 
additional  tax  mentioned  above  for  glucose. 

In  addition  to  the  customs  duty  merchandise  imported  into 
Beunion  is  subject  to  an  octroi  de  mer  tax,  as  follows :  Glucose,  edible 
cornstarch,  laundry  starch,  and  corn  flour,  4  per  cent  ad  valorem; 
refined  corn  oil,  8  francs  per  100  kilos — $0.70  per  100  pounds,  at  the 
normal  rate  of  5.181  francs  to  the  dollar. 
Purchased  Through  French  CoinmisBion  Houses. 

These  classes  of  goods,  like  nearly  all  other  kinds  of  merchandise 
imported  into  Reunion,  are  purchased  largely  through  French  com- 
mission houses,  by  direct  correspondence.  Previous  to  the  war, 
goods  were  sent  out  from  France  against  30-day  to  90-day  acceptances, 
witli  and  without  bills  of  lading  attached.  Under  present  condi- 
tions, the  tendency  is  to  demand  cash  with  orders.  Some  of  the 
larger  firms,  of  course,  have  been  able  to  have  the  usual  credit  facili- 
ties continued  in  their  favor.  As  a  rule,  all  French  concerns  quote 
goods  c.  i.  f.  destination,  usually  Pointe-des-Calets,  the  principal 
port  of  Reunion. 

Practically  all  the  merchandise  imported  into  Reunion  is  trans- 
ported by  the  Compagnie  des  Messageries  Maritimes,  from  Mar- 
seille, or  the  Compagnie  Havraise  Peninsulaire  de  Navigation  a, 
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V&peur,  from  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and  Marseille.  Prior  to  the  war, 
as  in  the  case  of  Mauritius,  it  was  possible  to  obtain  shipments  ftrom 
the  United  States  over  transatlantic  lines,  for  transshipment  at  the 
French  ports  mentioned,  but  present  conditions  affecting  shipments 
from  the  United  States  to  Mauritius  would  also  apply  to  Reunion. 

Correspondence  with  firms  in  Reunion  should  be  in  French, 
'f  osslMIity  of  Seveloping  Trade  In  Kadagascar. 

Some  interest  might  be  developed  in  Madagascar  in  laundry  starch, 
refined  corn  oil  for  cooking  and  salad  purposes,  com  flour,  and 
cornstarch.  Laundry  starch  and  com  flour,  the  latter  chiefly  from 
C.  &  E.  Morton  (Ltd.),  London,  England,  are  now  being  imported 
to  some  extent,  but  it  would  not  appear  that  any  considerable  quan- 
tity of  refined  corn  oil  or  cornstarch  has  been  imported.  Olive  oil 
is  used  largely  for  cooking  and  salad  purposes,  the  quantity  imported 
in  1915  having  amounted  to  207,834  pounds,  valued  at  $36,465,  against 
722,856  pounds,  valued  at  $53,426,  in  1914. 

The  com  products  mentioned,  when  imported  into  Madagascar, 
will  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  French  customs  duty,  as  indi- 
cated for  similar  products  imported  into  the  island  of  Reunion.  In 
Madagascar,  comestible  oils  pay  a  consumption  tax  of  16  centimes 
per  kilo  ($0.0131  per  pound)  net. 
SUppint:  Methods  and  Credit  Terms. 

The  greater  part  of  the  merchandise  like  com  products  consumed 
in  Madagascar  is  imported  by  large  French  firms,  supplied  from 
headquarters  in  France.  The  purely  local  firms,  as  a  rule,  pass  their 
orders  through  French  commission  houses.  Previous  to  the  war,  goods 
were  sent  out  from  France  to  the  latter  concerns  against  acceptance  of 
30  or  90  days,  or  with  sight  drafts,  with  or  without  bills  of  lading 
attached.  Under  present  conditions  the  tendency  is  to  demand  ca^ 
with  order.  Some  of  the  larger  or  more  reliable  firms,  however, 
have  been  able  to  have  the  usual  credit  facilities  continued. 

Merchandise  is  usually  billed  to  Msrdagascar  importers  c.  i.  f.  desti- 
nation or  nearest  local  port.  Correspondence  with  local  firms,  except 
the  American  and  British  concerns,  should  be  in  the  French  language. 

Practically  all  merchandise  imported  into  Madagascar  comes 
usually  from,  or  via  Marseille,  Havre,  or  Bordeaux,  by  the  ships  of 
the  Compngnie  des  Messageries  MaritimeSj  or  Compagnie  Havraise 
Pcninsulaire  de  Navigation  a  Vapeur.  It  is  not  possible  at  pei-sent, 
however,  to  receive  merchandise  from  the  United  States  via  those 

Eorts  on  through  bills  of  lading,  as  was  formerly  the  case.    This  has 
een  a  great  hindrance  to  continuing  or  establishing  business  in  some 
lines  between  Madagascar  and  the  United  States. 

Possible  Changre  in  Bills  of  Lading. 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  Union  Castle  Mail  Steamship  Co.  will 
be  able  to  issue  through  bills  of  lading  in  New  York  for  merchandise 
shipped  over  its  line  to  South  Africa,  for  transshipment  at  Durban, 
over  the  branch  line  of  the  Compagnie  des  Messageries  Maritimes, 
between  Madagascar  and  Durban.  No  such  combination,  however, 
has  yet  been  made.  Occasionally  the  Union  Castle  or  Clan  Line 
ships,  when  they  have  taken  on  at  New  York  a  substantial  quantity 
of  goods  for  this  island,  come  to  Madagascar. 

[Lists  of  merchants  io  Port  Louis,  Mauritius,  and  St  Denis,  Reunion,  wlio 
mlgtit  be  Interested  in  glucose,  edible  cornstarch,  laundry  starch,  com  flour, 
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and  refined  corn  oil  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  80697.  A  simi- 
lar list  of  merchants  In  Madagascar  may  be  obtained  from  these  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  80698.] 

GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS  FOR  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  end(8d  November  18,  1916: 

Freezing  Point  of  Mercury  (Standai'ds  Bureau  Scteutiflc  Papers  294). — 
Results  of  19  experiments  by  which  the  temperature  at  wlilch  mercury  freezes 
was  determined  to  be  — 38''.873.    Price,  5  cents. 

Austrdlian  ifarkets  for  American  Hardtcarc  (Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce Miscellaneous  Series  42). — A  general  review  of  conditions,  statistics  of 
manufacture  and  importation,  description  of  the  hardware  business  as  trans- 
acted, and  the  most  desirable  methods  of  entering  tlie  market.    Price,  10  cents. 

Exporting  to  Australia:  Practices  and  Regulations  to  be  Observed  by  Ameri- 
can Shippers  (Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Bureau  Mlscpllaiieous  Series 
45). — ^Australian  laws  and  regulations,  and  information  on  packing,  document- 
ins,  and  financing  the  shipments.    Price,  5  cents. 


PORT  MOVEMENT  AT  BTTENOS  AIRES. 

(Lew  B.  Clark,  secretary  to  commercial  attacbd,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Oct.  10.] 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  present  year  the  movement  of 
cars  over  the  railways  of  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires  totaled  259,392 
goods  vans,  carrying  2,372,816  tons  of  cargo,  and  1,584  cattle  cars. 
These  figures  include  cargo  brought  to  Buenos  Aires  for  embarka- 
tion or  for  storage  in  elevators,  that  discharged  or  imported,  and 
that  in  transit  to  other  lines.  The  figures  are  divided  as  follows: 
Coming  into  the  port,  1,613,914  metric  tons;  leaving  the  port,  363.663 
tons ;  in  transit,  395,239  tons. 


Oinning:  of  American  Cotton. 

According  to  preliminary  figures  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Cen- 
sus, Department  of  Commerce,  the  number  of  running  bales  (coimting 
round  as  half  bales  and  excluding  linters)  of  cotton  ginned  from 
the  growth  of  1916  prior  to  November  14,  was  9,615,833,  compared 
with  8.771,275  bales  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915  and 
11.668.240  bales  in  1914.  The  1916  statistics  include  168,348  round 
bales;  82,312  bales  for  1915;  and  31,904  bales  for  1914.  The  number 
of  sea-island  bales  included  is  93,004  for  1916,  68,941  for  1915,  and 
54,197  for  1914. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 

DISTBICr  OFFICES.  f  COOPEBATIVE  OFFICES. 


HEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  CutonhouF. 

B08T0X:  1801  Caitoahonaf. 

aUClGO:  504  Federal  Billdlaf. 

ST.  LOUIS:  40S  Third  Natloul  Bask  BaUdlBg. 

ATUKTi:  S21  Port  Office  Bnlldlns. 

HEW  0BLEAK8:  1030  HIberali  Baak  BaUdlag. 

BAR  ntUICISCO:  SO}  Castoahonr. 

gSATTLEt  84g  Heuj  Baildlag. 


CLETEUKD:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CniCIHNATI :  Chamber  of  Comneiee. 
aNCUraATl:  C,  X.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
LOS  AKGELE8:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PBIIiADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTAKOOeA:  Soath  American  Asent,  Soath- 

em  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBS«.:  Chamber  of  Coaneice. 
DATTON :  CIreater  DajloB  AnoclatlOB. 
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Bia  FIELD  FOR  POBTO  BIGAN  COFFEE  IN  SFAIH. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  23.] 

Spain  annually  imports  about  15,000  metric  tons  of  coffee,  40 
per  cent  of  which  comes  from  Brazil,  23  per  cent  from  Porto  Kico, 
and  13  per  cent  from  Venezuela.  The  remaining  24  per  cent  is  made 
up  of  shipments  from  Nicaragua,  Panama,  French  possessions  in 
America,  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Colombia^  and  other  countries.  Ac- 
cording to  statistics  published  by  the  office  of  the  director  general  of 
customs  in  Spain-  imports  of  Porto  Sican  coffee  during  the  five  years 
from  1910  to  1914,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  eacli,  were 
3,610  tons  in  1910,  2,896  tons  in  1911,  3,321  tons  in  1912,  3,906  tons 
in  1913,  and  3,622  tons  in  1914. 
Most  EzpenslTe  on  Karket  Except  Hocha. 

The  price  paid  for  Porto  Eican  coffee  in  Barcelona  fluctuates  very 
slightly.  After  Mocha  it  is  the  most  expensive  kind  on  the  market. 
Prices  per  100  kilos  (220.4  pounds)  during  the  past  six  months 
have  been :  For  Porto  Rican  Yauco,  380  to  396  pesetas  ($68.40  to 
$71.28) ;  hacienda,  325  to  355  pesetas  ($58.50  to  $63.90)  ;  la,  340  to 
350  pesetas  ($61.20  to  $63) ;  and  caracolillo  (peaberry),  390  to  403 
pesetas  ($70.20  to  $72,54).  Various  grades  of  Santos  have  been 
running  at  265  to  315  pesetas  ($47.70  to  $56.70),  Venezuelan  at  294 
to  365  pesetas  ($52.92  to  $65.70),  and  San  Salvador  at  305  to  370 
pesetas  ($54.90  to  $66.60).  Mocha  is  generally  quoted  at  400  to  450 
pesetas  ($72  to  $81),  but  its  imports  are  slight  compared  with 
American  coffees. 

Porto  Rican  coffee  shippers  continue  to  ship  to  Barcelona  on  pay- 
ment against  bill  of  lading,  while  the  Spanish  coffee  importere  avoid 
these  fixed  sales  and  give  preference  £o  shipments  on  consignment 
The  procedure  menaces  this  market  for  Porto  Rican  coffee,  which, 
owing  to  a  decided  preference  among  the  people  for  its  flavor,  should 
be  among  the  best.  Efforts  by  Porto  Rican  interests  to  cultivate  and 
strengthen  the  demand  for  this  coffee  here  are  advisable,  for  at 
present  the  market  is  unsteady,  shipments  ai"e  irregular,  and  im- 
porters buy  other  coffee  of  inferior  grades  indiscriminately. 

Valiification  by  Coffee  Boasters. 

One  unfortunate  feature  is  that  the  Spanish  taste  for  real  Porto 
Rican  coffee,  which  i'  pronoimced  and  makes  good  prices  possiblo, 
is  becoming  vitiated  throusli '  falsification.  This  falsification  is 
chiefly  practiced  by  the  coflfee  roasters,  who  sell  as  roasted  Porto 
Rican  coffee  some  classes  of  Venezuelan  and  Colombian  beans  which 
closely  resemble  the  Porto  Rican  bean  in  size.  After  roasting  the 
substitution  is  difficult  to  detect  on  sight,  although  the  quality  is  in- 
ferior. The  people  realize  that  Porto  Rican  coffee  is  expensive,  but 
they  prefer  to  have  it  and  are  willing  to  pay  the  price.  It  is  -n- 
fortunate  that  the  Porto  Rican  coffee  grower  is  deprived  of  his  due. 
If  continued,  the  prewnt  practice  may  damage  the  time-honoreJ  repo- 
tation  for  flavor  an<'.  aroma  held  by  Porto  Rican  coffee  in  Spain. 

In  order  to  combat  tho  chief  dangers  to  Porto  Rican  coffee  in  this 
market — refusal  to  sLip  on  consignment  and  substitutions  for  Porto 
Rican  brands — radical  measures  should  be  adopted.  Some  sugges- 
tions may  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  Porto  Rican  growers  of  coffee. 
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Tariff  EeTlslon  Postponed  ViMl  After  War. 

The  present  Spanish  customs  duty  on  coffee  in  the  bean,  not 
roasted,  of  origin  other  than  Fernando  Poo,  according  to  Group  IV, 
paragraph  639,  is  140  pesetas  per  100  kilos.  The  Spanish  customs 
tariff  was  to  have  bet-n  revised  in  1917,  but  by  a  royal  order  this  re- 
vision is  now  postponed  imtil  after  the  war. 

There  should  be  maintained  at  Barcelona  an  office  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  Porto  Rican  coffee  exporters.  The  person  in  charge 
should  check  frauds  and  adulteration,  guarantee  shipments,  dis- 
tribute samples,  and  give  publicity  to  the  fact  that  Porto  Eican  coffee 
is  more  than  a  mere  name.  The  proposed  agent  should  be  a  man  of 
good  standing,  with  a  patriotic  interest  in  the  work  intrusted  to 
him,  and  one  who  is  above  any  petty  transactions.  He  should  not 
be  permitted  to  do  any  business  on  a  commission  basis,  but  should 
cultivate  the  good  will  of  importers  and  the  Spanish  authorities. 

Chief  Duties  for  Proposed  Office. 

The  chief  duties  of  this  office  should  be  to  facilitate  regular  ship- 
ments of  the  best  three  grades  of  Porto  Eican  coffee,  amounting  to 
200  or  300  sacks,  every  fortnight.  These  shipments  should  be  sent 
on  consignment,  after  the  office  has  investigated  the  standing  of  the 
consignees.  Prices  would  be  governed  by  the  regular  quotations  for 
coffee  on  the  bourse. 

A  constant  watch  should  be  kept  over  the.  coffee  sold  as  Porto 
Bican,  and  all  adulteration  should  be  prosecuted  immediately  under 
the  laws  relating  to  the  falsification  of  alimentary  products,  which 
provide  that  there  shall  be  no  misrepresentation  of  merchandise  or 
attempt  to  deceive.  To  assist  in  the  detection  of  fraud,  Porto  Eican 
exporters  should  invariably  mark  each  sack  clearly  in  Spanish,  and 
it  would  be  well  if  a  Government  officer  could  affix  a  seal  at  the  port 
of  shipment,  authenticating  the  Porto  Eican  origin  of  the  coffee. 
At  the  proposed  Spanish  omce  a  register  should  be  kept  of  the  Porto 
Rican  coffee  growers,  the  names  of  their  respective  plantations,  their 
situation,  and  any  other  data  that  would  be  of  assistance.  Informa- 
tion as  to  the  standing  and  solvency  of  importers  could  also  be 
supplied. 
Would  Avoid  Intervention  of  Kiddlemen. 

The  proposed  office  would  be  able  to  place  the  Porto  Eican  coffee 
producer  directly  in  touch  with  the  Spanish  merchant,  avoiding  the 
intervention  of  middlemen  who  now  reap'  much  of  the  profit.  Such 
an  office  would  have  the  additional  advantage  of  creating  a  certain 
official  guaranty  as  to  the  eventual  disposition  of  the  Porto  Eican 
coffee  crop,  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  shipper  in  many  ways. 

The  Spanish  Government  has  granted  Barcelona  a  free  port,  and 
Porto  Eican  coffee  to  be  reshipped  could  be  handled  here  eventually, 
if  the  coffee  exporters  found  it  advantageous. 

When  Porto  Bican  coffee  can  take  its  deserved  place  in  this  market 
and  be  put  in  a  position  to  compete  with  other  kinds,  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  demanded  in  greatly  increased 
quantities.  When  coffee  merchants  find  that  no  other  coffee  can  be 
substituted,  they  will  of  necessity  import  larger  quantities. 
-  [Figures  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
sierce  show  that  the  shipments  of  coffee  from  Porto  Eico  to  Spain 
in  1915  amounted  to  5,612  metric  tons.] 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  INDUSTBIAI  EXPANSION. 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakedcld.  Port  Elizabeth,  Sept.  2».] 

The  city  council  has  adopted  a  scheme  for  advertising  the  industrial 
advantages  of  Port  Elizabeth.  The  electric  power  plant  is  owned  by 
the  municipality,  and  there  is  at  present  a  surplus  of  power  available 
which  will  bo  distinctly  useful  in  any  manufacturing  industi'y  requir- 
ing power.  The  scheme  is  quite  simple  and  has  two  objects :  First,  to 
foster  and  improve  existing  industries  by  advertising  them  through- 
out the  Union  and  in  oversea  countries ;  second,  to  establish  new  indus- 
tries of  every  description  suitable  for  Port  Elizabeth,  taking  into  con- 
sideration its  advantages  as  a  seaport  where  a  very  large  proportion 
of  imports  are  landed  and  at  which  great  quantities  of  raw  products 
are  gathered  for  public-market  sales  and  subsequent  export. 

The  manufacture  of  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery  is  really  an  im- 
portant industry.  Nearly  as  many  shoes  are  manufactured  in  Port 
Elizabeth  at  present  as  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
These  consist  of  medium-to-inferior  grade  shoes,  and  the  quality  is 
improving  every  year.  Saddles  and  harness  are  manufactured  to  a 
fairly  considerable  extent,  but  the  output  will  not  equal  the  demand 
for  many  years  to  come.  Port  Elizabeth  has  four  tanneries,  and  the 
tanning  industry  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  publication 
"  South  African  Commerce  "  states  that  information  has  been  received 
to  the  effect  that  in  some  lines  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  now  pro- 
ducing more  leather  than  it  actually  requires  for  manufacturing 
jjurposes. 

Flour  Mills,  Furniture  Factories,  Etc. — Municipal  Encouragement. 

There  are  four  flour  mills  in  Port  Elizabeth,  two  of  considerable 
importance.  The  wheat  from  which  much  of  this  flour  is  manufac- 
tured is  imported.  There  is  also  a  fairly  large  biscuit  and  jam  fac- 
tory in  connection  with  one  of  these  flour  mills.  The  city  has  three 
furniture  establishments,  none  of  which  would  be  considered  of  great 
importance  if  judged  by  the  .standard  of  American  furniture  fac- 
tories, but  they  furnish  employment  for  a  very  considerable  number 
of  men  and  turn  out  some  very  creditable  and  substantial  furniture. 
There  are  one  or  two  manufacturers  of  ice,  several  of  aerated  water, 
a  foundry  or  two,  small  engineering  works,  garages,  small  cig^r  and 
cigarette  factories,  laundries,  and  various  small  industries  incidental 
to  a  city. 

A  committee  has  been  formed  from  the  city  council  to  promote 
new  enterprises  and  to  draw  attention  to  the  facilities  offered  to 
manufacturers.  These  facilities  consist  of  (1)  raw  materials,  such  as 
wool,  mohair,  hides  and  skins,  ostrich  feathers,  salt,  fruit  and  vege- 
tobles,  and  a  limited  amount  of  timber;  (2)  such  facilities  as  elec- 
trical power  and  light  give,  plentiful  water  supply,  and  drainage; 
(3)  factory  sites,  both  municipal  and  private;  (4)  fairly  plentiful 
labor  supply,  mostly  unskilled,  but  at  a  low  rate  of  wages;  (5)  ex- 
cellent transit  and  distributing  facilities — a  free  port  for  Doth  import 
and  export  trade,  and  excellent  railway  connections  for  all  up-country 
centers  and  coast  ports.  A  descriptive  booklet  will  be  issued  in  the 
near  future  and  copies  will  be  available  without  cost  for  American 
inquirers.  For  further  particulars  address  the  Manager  of  the  Elec- 
tricity and  Industry  Department,  Post  Oifice  Box  369,  Port  Eliza- 
beth, Cape  Province,  South  Africa. 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBiniEnT  SUFPUES  AND  CONSTRUCTION. 

(Correspondence  should  be  direct  wltb  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Heifers,  No.  3818. — Senletl  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  1, 1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  1,500  heifers  for  the  Crow  Indian  Agency, 
Mont  Speclflcatlons  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Crow  Indian  Agency,  Crow  Agency,  Mont. 

Charter  of  launch.  No.  3819. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  command- 
ing officer.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  Steamer  Ilydroffraphcr,  Gulfport, 
Miss.,  Tintll  November  25,  1913,  for  the  charter  of  a  launch  for  surveying 
purposes  along  the  coast  of  Mississippi  Sound.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  commanding  officer  at  the  above  address. 

Post-office  construction,  No.  3820. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  26, 1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  post  office  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site 
or  from  the  above-named  office. 

ilcdical  supplies,  No.  3821. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  21  M  Street  NE.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  23,  1916,  for  furnishing  600  pounds  oleum  theobromatis  in 
bulk.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Sea-icatl  construction.  No.  3822. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
United  States  Engineer  Office,  Room  802,  Army  Building,  39  Whitehall 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  December  1,  1916,  for  the  construction  of 
timber  groins  and  repair  of  sea  wall  near  the  southern  boundary  of  Sandy 
Hook  Reservation,  N.  J.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  above-named  office. 

Post-office  construction,  No.  8823. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  28,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at 
Nacogdoches,  Tex.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application 
to  tlie  custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the  above-named  office. 

Medical  supplies,  No.  3824. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  November  27, 
1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  salvarsan  and  neasalvarsan.  Further 
Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Marine  oU  engine.  No.  3825. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive<l  by  the  Light- 
bou.«e  Inspector,  Tompkinsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  December  16,  1916,  for  one  150- 
horsepower  marine  oil  engine  and  one  hoisting  engine.  Farther  informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  officer. 

Corks,  No.  3826. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  by  the  Field  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  24,  1916,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  Field  Medical  Supply  Depot,  21  M  Street 
NK.,  Washington,  D.  C,  15,000  extra  long  best  quality  No.  7  corks,  and  1,000 
extra.long  best  quality  No.  2  corks  packetl  in  bleached  muslin  bags.  Specifi- 
cations may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Tape,  No.  3827. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Sig- 
nal Officer,  War  Department,  Waslilngton,  D.  C,  until  December  1, 1916,  for 
1,500  pounds  of  friction  tape  and  2,000  pounds  rubber  tape.  Speclflcatlons 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  abo-ve-named  office.  (Refer  to  Proposal 
No.  890.) 

Turkeys,  No.  3828. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  office  of  the  Quarter- 
master, United  States  Army,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until 
November  24,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  November  27, 
1916,  390  pounds  of  fresh  turkey  for  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. ;  1,525  pounds 
turkey  for  U.  S.  D.  B.,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. ;  400  pounds  turkey  for  Fort 
Riley,  Kans.;  500  pounds  of  lard  for  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  500 
pounds  of  bacon  for  Fort  Riley,  Kans.  Further  Information  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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FOREIGN  TSASE  OPPOBTinilTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  (rom  the  Bareav  and  Its  district  ofllces.  Kiraimt 
for  each  opportimtty  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeot  and  state  opportunity  nnaalter. 
The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratin)C8  or  awiume  responsibility  as  to  tbo  standliii: 
of  forclsi^  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbol*: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attach^  and  CDO- 
merclal  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bnrean. 


Agricultural  machinery 23074 

Burlap  cloth 2.3068 

Cutlery  and  razors 23071 

Knamoled  ware 2.307O 

Jewelry 23071 

Kitchen  utensils 23070 

Locks 23070 

Machinery i 23074 

Machinery,  bottling 23069 

Machinery,  thrcsblne,  band 23075 


Machinery,  for  straw  covers 23073 

Motors 23073 

Notions 23071 

Pitchforks 23070 

Pots 23077 

Scythes 23O70 

Shoe  laces,  hooks  and  eyes 23071 

Shovels 23070 

Slate  pencils 23076 

Wire  for  shoe  tacks 23070 


23068.*— A  firm  In  Peru  Is  Jii  the  market  for  400  pieces  of  burlap  clotb,  100 
yards  eacb,  1  meter  in  wit'tli.  Quotations  are  desired  by  cabla  Payment 
to  l>e  made  in  casli  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorlc,  or  if  possible  c.  I.  f.  deatluution. 
Sample  of  the  clotli  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices, 
(Refer  to  file  No.  81783.)     Cktrrespondence  in  English. 

23069.* — ^An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  Coast  has  inquiries  from  Russia  for 
soda-water  bottling  macliinery  and  cap-sealing  machinery. 

23070.t — A  firm  in  Spain  wishes  to  receive  descriptive  literature  and  qnotatiom, 
f.  o.  b.  New  York,  on  scythes,  stating  commission  allowed.  The  firm  is  also 
in  tlie  marliet  for  20  to  30  tons  of  reheated  wire  for  malcing  shoe  taclcs,  and 
desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  wltli  American  mann<pctur«8 
and  exportei-s  of  pitchforlcs,  padloclcs  and  loclts  of  all  kinds,  sboTvls,  metal 
kitchen  utensils,  and  enameled  ware. 

23071.t — An  estabilslied  manufacturer's  asent  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  cheap  razors,  cutlery.  Jewelry,  and  notions,  in  Venezuela 
and  the  West  Indies.     References. 

23072.* — ^A  firm  in  Norway  is  In  the  market  for  slioe  laces,  and  boolts  and  eyes 
for  shoes.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

23073.t — A  commission  agent  In  Greece  wishes  to  get  in  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  motors,  3  H.  P.  to  15  H.  P. 

23074.* — A  firm  in  the  Netlierlands  desires  to  act  as  agent  on  a  conunissioo 
basis,  and  possibly  as  a  buyer  on  his  own  account  later  on,  for  American 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  and  other  machinery.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English.     Reference. 

23075.t — A  commIs.sIon  merchant  in  Brazil  desires  quotations,  f.  o.  b.  New  York, 
on  500  ImiKl-thraslilng  mncbines  for  wlieat,  the  straw  to  be  conserved  in 
first-class  condition  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Selling  commission 
should  be  stated.  Quotations  are  also  desired  on  machines  for  ninltiDg 
80,000  straw  jackets  for  beer  bottles  a  day.  These  machines  must  be 
made  to  sew  two  or  three  rows  of  stitching  as  required;  if  capacity  is 
only  6,000  per  day,  then  six  machines  are  necessary.  To  go  with  these 
machines  others  are  required  to  tie  straw  jackets  at  the  top,  unless  there 
are  madiines  which  will  turn  out  the  complete  jacket  In  one  operation. 
Bank  credit  In  New  York  will  be  provided.  Corregmndence  in  Bngllsli. 
References. 

23076.*— A  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  Is  in  the  market  for  200  gross  slate 
pencils,  in  cedar  or  otlier  wood,  about  7  Indies  in  length. 

23077.* — ^A  firm  in  Central  America  desires  to  purchase  for  immediate  delivery. 
300  to  400  cast-iron  "English"  pots  (without  bails),  light  pattern,  sIms 
1  to  20  gallons.    References.    Correspondence  in  English. 


ALASKA.  BADIO  STATION  IflSCONTDnTED. 

The  radio  station  that  was  installed  and  operated  by  the  United 
States  Lighthouse  Service  at  Cape  St.  Elias  Light  Station,  Aladca, 
during  the  construction  of  that  station  (call  letters  NI^),  was 
discontinued  for  an  indefinite  period  on  November  9,  1916. 
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AUSTBALASIAK  WOOL  EXFOBTS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne,  Oct.  16.] 

Statistics  showing  Australasian  wool  exports  from  July  1  to 
September  30,  1916,  as  compared  with  those  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  have  been  compiled  by  Dalgety  &,  Co.  The  figures 
are  as  follows: 


state. 

I915-W 

U16-17 

Victoria '.; 

JBaUt. 
37,882 

172, ose 

78,451 

t,353 

8,730 

70 

Balu. 
17,889 
78,182 
89,408 
5,433 
4,427 

New  Sooth  Wales 

rinnth  Anstmlia 

Westem  Australifl 

fnftmania -  ■  

293.441 
43,244 

193,994 
77,121 

New  Zealand --- 

Australasia 

336,685 

271  115 

The  net  decrease  is  65,670  bales.  As  considerable  quantities  of 
wool  grown  in  some  States  are  shipped  from  others,  the  figures  do 
not  show  actual  production  hut  total  oversea  shipments. 

[The  Australian  wool  bale  ranges  in  weight  from  320  to  335  pounds.] 

ITAT.TAN  TBASE  MISSION  TO  KITSSIA. 

[Brltlab  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  9.] 

The  British  embassy  at  Rome  reports  that  as  a  first  step  toward 
the  execution  of  the  program  to  develop  commercial  relations  between 
Italy  and  Russia  the  Italian  Ministries  of  Commerce  and  Foreign 
Affairs  are  assisting  in  the  organization  of  a  commercial  mission 
composed  of  a  limited  number  of  experts  in  the  branches  of  trade 
chiefly  concerned.  This  mission  is  to  visit  the  most  important  cen- 
ters of  the  Russian  Empire  and  to  place  itself  in  direct  contact  with 
commercial  circles  there  in  order  to  study  and  devise  practical  meas- 
ures for  a  further  development  of  the  system  of  exchanges  between 
the  two  countries  after  the  war. 
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CABOO  SERVICE  FBOM  FEW  TO£E  TO  HOBABT. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart,  Tasmania,  Oct  7.] 

The  Luckenbach  Steamship  Co.,  of  New  York  and  San  Franciscoj 
has  started  a  monthly  service  of  cargo  vessels  from  New  York  to 
Australasia  and  return  via  the  Panama  Canal.  As  it  was  appre- 
ciated that  it  would  be  a  great  incentive  to  the  export  of  Amencan 
goods  to  this  State  if  some  of  these  vessels  should  make  Hobart  a 
port  of  call,  the  writer  communicated  with  the  representative  of  the 
company  in  Australasia,  calling  his  attention  to  the  tonnage  prospect 
oflFered  here.  Accordingly  the  representative  advises  that  one  of  the 
company's  boats  will  leave  New  York  direct  for  Hobart  late  in  No- 
vember, and  another  will  follow  probably  three  months  later,  and  if 
sufficient  patronage  is  given  to  justify  it  the  service  would  be  con- 
tinued. As  Mr.  Ebey,  the  representative  of  the  company  in  Aus- 
tralasia, said  that  it  would  require  1,000  tons  a  trip  to  justify  a  boat 
to  call  liere,  there  is  ample  tonnage  if  shippers  would  avail  them- 
selves of  this  direct  service.  If  the  local  importers  had  complete 
charge  of  shipments  there  would  be  no  question  as  to  the  patronage, 
as  they  are  favorable  to  the  direct  service  and  are  anxious  to  assist 
so  far  as  they  are  able;  but  a  great  deal  of  the  tonnage  for  thb  port 
is  controlled  by  the  American  exporters,  and  while  uie  local  buyers 
can  indicate  a  preference  for  a  certain  line  they  have  no  authority  in 
the  matter. 

The  tonnage  of  such  a  direct  service  should  increase  as  time  passes 
as  it  will  deliver  goods  here  from  New  York  in  45  or  50  days,  while 
now  it  is  not  uncommon  for  importers  to  have  to  wait  six  months 
for  goods  on  account  of  delays  in  transshipment,  and  recently  goods 
were  often  delayed  12  months  or  more. 

[A  report  on  the  Luckenbach  shipping  service  with  Australasia  was  publislied 
in  CouMEBCE  Rbpobts  for  Sept.  11,  1916.] 


NEW  SWEDISH  CANAL  OPENED  TO  TBAFFIC. 

[The  Economist   (London,  England),  Not.  4.] 

The  Trolhattan  Canal,  which  was  opened  last  week,  forms  part  of 
the  Gota  Canal  system  of  Sweden,  connecting  the  Skagerrak  at 
Goteborg  with  the  Baltic  at  Soderkoping.  The  value  of  canals  was, 
perceived  in  Sweden  earlier  than  in  any  other  European  countryj 
but,  unfortunately,  their  constri^ction  for  the  most  part  took  place 
before  the  introduction  of  seagoing-  iron  freight  steamers,  and  they 
can  accommodate  only  vessels  of  moderate  dimensions — the  limit  <a- 
draft  on  the  Gota  Canal  system  having  been  hitherto  slightly  over 
9  feet.  But  Sweden  is  now  tending  to  become  not  only  a  great 
exporter  of  raw  materials,  but  a  great  manufacturing  country,  by 
virtue  of  the  electric  power  afforded  by  its  waterfalls,  of  which 
Trolhatta  stands  first,  so  that  improved  access  from  the  ocean  to  its 
interior  ports  is  becoming  more  important  than  ever.  For  some 
seven  years,  therefore,  wo^  has  been  in  progress  on  the  Gota  Canal 
system,  and  it  is  to  be  deepened  to  16  feet  and  correspondingly 
widened,  so  that  it  will  take  barges,  and  even  seagoing  freij|[hters,  of 
some  size.  Factories  are  expected  to  spring  up  along  its  course 
and  to  utilize  the  electric  power  of  its  feeders,  which  belong  to  the 
State. 
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OCTOBEB  FIQITRES  OF  FOSEIGN  XBASE. 

October  statistics  of  foreign  trade  announced  to-day  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce, 
indicate  a  continuation  of  the  remarkable  activity  noted  for  earlier 
months,  with  imports  slightly  larger  and  exports  slightly  less  than 
those  of  September,  while  exports  in  October,  1916,  are  far  in  excess 
of  those  for  any  preceding  October. 

The  month's  exports  totaled  $490,600,000,  a  recession  of  $24,400,000 
from  the  high  record  made  in  September.  They  are,  however,  46 
per  cent  more  than  the  total  of  $336,200,000  for  October,  1915,  and 
150  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  total  for  October,  1914,  which  was 
$194,700,000.  The  year  which  ended  with  October  last  gave  an  ex- 
port total  of  $5,128,000,000,  compared  with  $3,319,000,000  for  1914-15 
and  $2,141,000,000  for  1913-14. 

October  imports  aggregated  $176,400,000,  an  increase  of  $12,400,000 
over  September.  October,  1915,  gave  a  total  of  $149,200,000,  and 
October,  1914,  $138,100,000.  Twelve  months'  imports  amounted  to 
$2,335,000,000  for  the  period  ending  with  October,  1916,  as  against 
$1,692,000,000  last  year  and  $1,880,000,000  two  years  ago. 

Of  the  October  imports,  64.7  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  as 
against  71  per  cent  in  October,  1915. 

The  month's  export  balance  was  $314,200,000,  compared  with 
$187,000,000  in  October,  1915,  and  $56,600,000  in  October,  1914.  The 
aggregate  excess  of  exports  over  imports  for  the  12  months  to  Oc- 
tober, 1916,  was  $2,793,200,000,  as  against  $1,626,800,000  last  year 
and  $260,400,000  two  years  ago. 

October  showed  a  net  inward  gold  movement  of  $90,500,000  and 
the  12  months  a  net  inward  gold  movement  of  $469,800,000.  Last 
year  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  gold  was  $76,700,000  for 
the  month  and  $326,500,000  for  the  year;  while  two  years  ago  gold 
exports  exceeded  gold  imports  by  ^44,400,000  for  October  and  by 
$167,200,000  for  the  12  months.  Gold  imports  during  October,  1916, 
were  $97,500,000,  against  $79,700,000  in  October,  1915,  and  $5,900,000 
in  October,  1914;  while  for  12  months  they  were  $586,800,000  in 
1915-16,  compared  with  $357,100,000  last  year  and  $58,000,000  two 
years  ago.  Gold  exports  were  $7,000,000  in  October,  1916,  as  against 
$2,900,000  in  October,  1915,  and  $50,300,000  in  October,  1914;  while 
for  the  12  months  they  aggregated  $117,000,000,  compared  with 
$30,500,000  last  year  and  $225,200,000  two  years  ago. 

The  nation's  foreign  trade  durihg  the  year  which  ended  with 
October,  1916,  reached  the  total  of  $7,463,000,000,  as  compared  with 
$6,012,000,000  in  1915  and  $4,021,000,000  in  1914.  This  statement 
does  not  take  into  consideration  the  commercial  movement  of  gold 
and  silver,  which  aggregated  for  the  12  months  under  review 
$802,474,000.  

Cement  Tile  Factory  in  Oaatemala. 

The  "  Australia  "  plantation,  situated  in  El  Tumbador,  Department 
of  San  Marcos,  Guatemala,  has  just  established  a  factory  for  making 
cement  blocks  or  tiles.  Centro  America  states  that  these  tiles,  which 
are  called  locally  "canefas,"  are  square  and  colored,  being  adapted 
especially  for  use  in  reception  halls,  bathrooms,  and  similar  places. 
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STBEET-CLEAimrO  AHS  OTHEB  DEVICES  FOS  CHILE. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  AntoftgasU,  Oct  26.] 

The  board  for  the  administration  of  the  municipal  loan,  Anto- 
fagasta,  is  asking  for  proposals,  to  be  opened  December  16,  for  one 
automotor  to  flush  and  clean  streets  and  two  aiitomotors  for  the  col- 
lection of  garbage. 

The  following  additional  information^  showing  what  is  desired  in 
the  way  of  garbage  wagons,  may  be  of  mterest :  Horsepower  should 
not  be  less  than  25;  gear  drive  instead  of  chain  drive;  wheel  base 
not  over  4  meters  (157.48  inches) ;  maximum  speed,  25  kilometers 
(15.5  miles)  per  hour,  with  three  forward  speeds  and  one  reverse; 
carburetor  to  permit  use  of  gasoline  and  cheap  petroleum  distillates 
as  fuel ;  bo.\  of  liglit  material,  so  that  it  can  be  operated  mechanically 
from  seat  of  chauffeur,  dumping  backward ;  the  top  edge  of  the  box 
not  over  2  meters  (78.74  inches)  from  the  ground. 

The  requirements  of  attncliment  of  5-peso  revenue  stamp  and  the 
accompanying  of  the  bid  by  bank  certificates  of  deposit  of  1,000 
pesos  each  indicate  the  necessity  of  having  local  representatives. 
This  report  is  forwarded  with  a  view  to  calling  attention  to  the 
desirability  of  having  able  local  representation.  Representatives  in 
the  country  would  be  of  special  advantage  where  materials  and 
machinery  are  desired  for  governmental  or  municipal  purposes;  in 
fact,  are  essential  in  order  to  comply  with  legal  details  surroimding 
preparation  of  bids,  etc.  Throughout  the  country  a  great  number 
of  such  opportunities  occur  each  year,  and  it  is  probable  that 
Santiago,  the  capital  city,  would  be  the  best  location  for  a  repre- 
sentative of  manufacturers  of  such  articles. 


ALL  CAPITAL  SUBSCBIBED  FOB  "BBITISH  DTES,  LTD." 

IJ.  F.  Butler,  secretary  to  commercial  attacM,  London,  Nov.  9.] 

According  to  the  Manchester  Guardian,  all  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Government-aided  British  Dyes  (Ltd.)  has  now  been  subscribed. 
In  a  recent  issue  of  that  journal  it  was  stated : 

British  Dyes  (Ltd.)  set  out  in  March  of  last  year  to  get  £2,000,000,  In  fl 
shares  I$9,733,000  in  shfires  of  $4.87  each],  and  a  proportionate  sum  from  the 
Government  added,  in  payment  for  debentures.  The  numl>er  of  shares  on 
which  the  directors  went  to  allotment  was  630,000,  and  only  5s.  [$1.22]  was  paid 
up  on  each.  At  the  end  of  April  last  the  nominal  capital  Issued  had  increased 
to  f  1,8.'51,0]4  [?9,012,.t40],  and  at  the!  shareholders'  meeting  this  month  it  was 
reporte<l  to  be  £1,970,342  [$9,617,868].  Since  then,  it  appears,  the  remaining 
unallotted  shares  of  the  original  issue  have  been  disposed  of,  and  the  com- 
pany will  have  a  capital  of  £2,000,000  when  it  is  able  to  use  that  sum  to  ad- 
vantage. 

The  Government's  undertaking  was  to  advance  £1  against  every  simiiar  sum 
in  subscribed  share  capital  up  to  a  total  of  £1,000,000,  and  when  that  figure 
had  been  passed,  £1  (up  to  a  maximum  of  £500,000)  for  every  £4  of  further  share 
capital  subscribed,  but  no  part  of  this  additional  advance  was  to  be  ma'le 
until  the  whole  of  the  first  inilllon  of  sh.-ire  capital  had  been  calle*!  np. 
That  period  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  as  the  Government  had  advanced  £854,550 
[$4,158,065]  on  April  30,  the  date  when  the  accounts  were  last  made  up,  it 
is  safe  to  assume  that  the  loan  has  since  been  made  up  to  £1,000,000.  Tlie 
Goverunient  has  received  tlie  4  per  cent  due  as  interest  on  Its  investment,  and 
the  shareholders  have  had  6  per  cent,  which  will  remain  the  maximum  as  long 
as  any  part  of  the  public  loan  remains  in  the  concern. 

[Among  other  references  to  the  formation  of  this  dye  company  that  appeared 
in  OouMEBCE  REt>OBTs  Were  the  articles  in  the  issues  for  Jan.  7,  Feb.  IS,  and 
May  5,  1915.] 
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:  DYESTUFF  HGTIKES  MADE  PTIBnC. 

The  much-debated  dyestuflF  census  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
made  its  appearance  to-day.  It  is  a  careful  enumeration  of  the 
dyes  imported  into  this  country  from  Europe  during  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  war  and  is  published  to  assist  American  manufacturers 
in  estimating  the  normal  demand  for  each  individual  color.  The 
extent  to  which  most  colors  have  been  used  in  this  country  has  in 
the  past  been  known  only  to  the  importers  of  the  foreign  product. 

The  American  dyestuflf  manufacturer  can  judge  from  the  pub- 
lished report  just  how  much  of  each  color  was  consumed  in  this 
country  in  a  normal  year.  This  will  enable  him  to  meet  demands  ap- 
proximately without  wasting  time  experimenting.  One  large  east- 
em  dye  maker  has  already  announced  that  an  examination  of  the 
proofs  of  the  census  has  enabled  his  firm  to  save  a  million  dollars 
and  a  year  of  misdirected  effort. 

It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  any  intelligent  effort  to  build 
up  a  comprehensive,  self-contained  American  coal-tar  chemical  in- 
dustry must  rest  upon  the  solid  foundations  of  accurate  statistical 
data  concerning  the  American  market  for  artificial  colors.  In  no 
other  way  can  the  creators  of  such  an  industry  avoid  duplication, 
overlapping,  waste,  and  blundering,  tentative  struggles  to  adjust 
productive  mechanism  to  a  vague,  indefinite  demand.  Without  such 
data  the  future  industry  will  be  heavily  handicapped  by  permanent 
overhead  charges.  In  the  dyestuff  census  the  Government  has  gath- 
ered tog;ether  the  statistics  needed. 

The  title  of  the  report  is  "Artificial  Dyestuffs  Used  in  the  United 
States,"  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  121.  It  contains  219  pages  of 
statistical  matter  and  in  addition  an  elaborate  index.  Copies  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington, 
or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  at  50  cents  each. 


HEW  DEEF-WATEB  FORT  AT  BREST,  FRANCE. 

Commercial  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Veditz  has  forwarded  details  of  a 
project  for  the  creation  of  a  new  port  at  Brest,  France,  as  worked 
out  by  Mr.  Lebrun-Desoie,  a  Parisian  engineer.  Mr.  Lebrun-Desoie 
has  prepared  a  prospectus  (in  French),  consisting  of  19  typewritten 
pages  and  line  drawings  and  a' 4-page  supplement  thereto,  accom- 
panied by  2  blue  prints  of  the  proposed  work.  These  documents 
may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  2003. 
Mr.  Lebrun-Desoie  suggests  that  his  project  should  be  of  especial 
interest  to  both  American  and  French  coal,  oil,  mining,  and  naviga- 
tion companies,  and  to  public  contractors  and  suppliers  of  railway 
materials  as  well. 

AMERICAN  AXTTOMOBILES  IN  7AVA. 

Consul  B.  S.  Rairden  reports  from  Batavia,  Dutch  East  Indies, 
that  of  the  759  automobiles  imported  into  Java  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1916,  668  cars  came  from  the  United  States,  53  from  Italy, 
and  32  from  the  Netherlands. 
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FLANS  FOB  TTTILIZIHa  BOHE  FESTIZIZEB  FBOK  PBIBUOFS. 

Since  the  Department  of  Commerce  announced  that  large  bone  de- 
posits had  been  found  to  be  available  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  interest 
m  their  utilization  has  been  shown  by  niunerous  individuals  and 
firms  throughout  the  United  States.  As  these  deposits  represent 
the  accumulation  of  a  century  or  more,  and  constitute  probably  the 
largest  known  bone  deposits  m  the  world,  their  value  for  fertilizing 
purposes  has  been  recognized,  and  correspondence  addressed  to  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  been  conducted  with  the 
object  of  establishing  the  terms  under  which  contracts  might  be 
made  for  supplies  or  this  material  from  the  Government  reserva- 
tion. The  bureau  has  issued  a  letter  on  the  subject  addre^ed  to 
such  inquirers,  and  within  five  days  has  received  several  replies 
expressing  continued  great  interest.  The  biu-eau's  statement  is  as 
follows : 
Letter  Addressed  to  Interested  Firms. 

Referring  to  correspondence  witli  tlie  Department  of  Conunerce  In  which 
you  have  manifested  an  interest  in  the  announcement  regarding  d^toslts  of 
bones  on  the  Pribllof  Islands,  Alaska,  you  are  advised  tliat  preliminary  reports 
indicate  that  there  are  ot  least  5,000  tons  in  sight  on  the  surface  of  de^ieits 
on  St.  Paul  Island  and  1,000  tons  on  St.  George  Island.  In  order  that  these, 
and  other  presumably  much  larger,  deposits  may  be  used,  this  office  is  slid- 
ing this  letter  to  interested  persons  and  will  receive  and  carefully  consider 
suggestions  for  the  exploitation  of  the  deposits  under  the  general  conditions 
hereinafter  specified.  The  following  alternate  methods  of  procedure  appear 
to  be  open : 

1.  The  private  contractor  to  assume  the  entire  responsibility  and  expense 
of  taking  and  shipping  the  bones  as  they  lie,  paying  the  Government  a  stipulated 
price  per  ton. 

2.  The  contractor  to  receive  the  bones  as  delivered  by  the  Government  (a) 
on  shore  or  (6)  alongside  the  vessel,  and  pay  the  Government  a  stipulated 
price  per  ton. 

3.  The  contractor  to  receive  the  bones  from  vessels  alongside  the  dock  at 
Seattle  or  other  port  and  pay  a  stipulated  price  per  ton. 

Landing  FaeiUties  Only  by  Small  Boats. 

In  considering  this  matter,  prospective  contractors  should  understand  that 
weather  conditions  are  such  that  it  is  often  difficult  or  impossible  to  effect  a 
landing  on  the  islands  for  several  days  at  a  time  even  during  summer.  There 
are  no  protected  harbors  and  no  landing  facilities  other  than  by  means  of 
small  boats.  It  is  necessary  for  vessels  to  anchor  from  one-half  to  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  offshore.  Tlils  means  that  the  contractor  must  consider  the  necessity 
for  lighters  for  transferring  cargo.  In  the  landing  of  Government  supplies 
from  ships  it  has  been  customary  to  use  almost  wholly  large  native  skin  boats, 
or  bldarralis,  opproximately  40  feet  In  length  and  capable  of  carrying  obout 
5  tons.  Flat-bottom  scows  of  similar  carrying  capacity  were  Introduced  suc- 
cessfully In  1916. 

It  should  be  borne  In  mind  that  if  laborers  or  other  persons  are  landed  by 
the  contractor  It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  separate  housing  facilities  and 
arrangements  for  subsistence,  for  the  reason  that  after  many  years  the  de- 
partment has  succeeded  in  bringing  the  health  of  the  native  community  to  a 
very  satisfactory  condition,  and  any  persons  landed  on  the  island  as  indicated 
must  be  segregated  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  possibility  of  introducing  or 
communicating  disease.  In  regard  to  a  working  force,  n  considerable  amount 
of  native  labor  would  be  available  for  contractors  on  either  Island  except  for  a 
few  weeks  In  summer  when  the  major  sealing  operations  are  In  progress.  There 
are  about  40  laborers  on  St  Paul  IsUind  and  about  20  on  St.  George  Island. 
Their  services  for  ordinary  labor  would  be  worth  from  25  to  30  cents  per 
hour.   The  contractor  would  be  expected  to  make  use  of  this  labor. 

Soaroe  for  Coal  and  Other  Supplies. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  obtaining  coal  or  other  supplies  nearer  than 
Unalaska,  approximately  250  miles  distant    The  Government  malntalna  small 
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Stores  on  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  Islands  which  are  run  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  native.s,  nnd  no  Government  supplies  would  be  available  e.vcept  for  na- 
tives and  Government  representatives. 

The  Prlbllof  Islands  arc  a  ."special  Government  reservation,  nnd  all  work 
of  the  contractor  would  be  subject  to  the  general  regulations  governing  the 
islands.  The  agent  In  charge  of  each  Island  would  see  that  these  regulations 
were  faithfully  observetl.  The  chief  points  involved  would  be  («)  the  strict 
enforcement  of  the  regulation  prohibiting  the  landing  of  Intoxicating  liquors, 
(&)  the  absolute  prevention  of  traffic  in  fnr-.seal  and  fox  skins,  nnd  (c)  entire 
noninterference  with  tlie  soal  rookeries  at  all  times.  During  the  height  of 
the  sealing  season  there  may  be  brief  periods  when  It  would  l)e  impossible  to 
permit  the  digging  up  of  bones  on  some  of  the  killing  fields,  though  this  is  a 
matter  which  will  have  to  be  regulated  and  governed  by  conditions  obtaining 
at  the  time. 

The  bones  are  found  in  quantities  only  on  the  killing  fields,  which  are 
smooth,  grassy,  level  areas  adjacent  to  the  rookeries.  The  transportation  of 
the  bones  on  the  Islands  presents  some  difficulties.  One  of  the  killing  grounds 
on  St  Paul  Is  upward  of  12  miles  from  the  village,  where  It  Is  customary  for 
vessels  to  anchor.  It  would  be  practicable,  however,  for  ships  to  anchor  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  island  near  this  killing  ground,  although  on  account 
of  Us  more  deposed  position  there  are  fewer  days  of  weather  favorable  for 
landing  than  at  the  village.  Transportation  by  wagon  to  the  village  is  prac- 
ticable. 

Possibility  of  TTsing  Light  Xotor  Tmeks. 

It  is  thought  that  in  the  case  of  St.  Paul  Island  light  motor  trucks  can  be 
used  to  advantage,  though  the  roads  are  quite  sandy  in  places.  One  of  the 
most  Important  killing  grounds  is  near  the  village,  and  the  transportotion 
problem  in  this  case  Is  simple.  On  St.  George  Island  the  Important  killing 
grounds  are  not  far  from  the  village. 

Persons  Interested  in  securing  contracts  to  develop  these  bone  deposits  should 
consider  the  possibility  of  making  arrangements  with  the  department  for 
utilizing  the  remains  of  seals  hereafter  killed  annually  In  nccortlance  with 
law.  After  their  pelts  are  removed  and  the  choicer  parts  of  the  meat  are  taken 
by  the  natives  for  food,  the  remainder  of  the  carcass  Is  available  for  conversion 
into  fertilizer,  oil,  chicken  feed,  etc.,  and  It  is  the  Intention  of  the  department 
to  have  proper  steps  taken  to  utilize  such  by-protlucts.  A  rough  basis  for  de- 
termining the  amount  of  raw  material  available  is  to  allow  50,000  pounds  per 
1,000  seals. 

If  you  are  seriously  Interested  in  this  matter  the  department  will,  on  request, 
forword  to  you  a  small  sample  of  bones  (say  50  pounds)  from  the  deposits  In 
question.  I  request  the  favor  of  a  response  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  In  any 
event  not  later  than  December  1.  [Replies  from  the  Pacific  const  were  re- 
quested by  December  10.] 

A  description  of  the  Pribilof  bone  deposits  was  given  in  Com- 
merce Eeports  for  February  21,  1916.  Statistics  of  imports  of  bone 
fertilizer  into  the  United  States  were  given  in  the  issue  of  March  14, 
1916.  T 


HEW  ANTIHONT  DEPOSED  OPENED  TTP  IN  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

According  to  the  South  African  press  a  new  body  of  antimony 
has  been  opened  up  near  the  Komati  River  in  the  district  of  the 
Steynsdorp  gold  fields,  Transvaal.  A  mining  company  has  con- 
sidered experiments  in  connection  with  this  ore  sufficiently  promising 
to  justify  the  undertaking  of  smelting  operations  on  the  spot.  Three 
shafts  have  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  50  feet,  and  open  workings  con- 
nect up  two  to  a  depth  of  25  feet.  Ore  is  continuous  throughout. 
A  furnace  capable  of  smelting  10  tons  of  ore  per  day  has  been  de- 
signed, and  it  is  said  that  there  is  sufficient  ore  in  sight  to  keep  the 
furnace  running  while  development  work  proceeds.  The  Board  of 
Trade  Journal  states  that  the  price  for  the  metal  locally  is  about  85 
cents  a  pound. 
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FOBJBIGN  TAIUFFS. 

AXOEHTIHA. 
[Boletin  Oflcial.  Anx.  11.] 
Claisilloation  of  Crown  Corks. 

According  to  an  Argentine  customs  decision  published  August  11, 
1916,  bottle  tops  of  tin  plate,  with  lining  of  cork  or  of  thick,  water- 
proof paper,  are  to  be  dutiable  as  articles  not  specified  in  the  tariff 
at  27  per  cent  ad  valorem  (inclusive  of  surtax). 

BRAZIL. 

[Commercial  Attacb£  William  C.  Downs,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  S«pt.  28.1 
Probable  Change  in  Brazilian  Cnstoms  Duties. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Federal  Chamber  of  Deputies  has 
decided  to  recommend  that  during  the  fiscal  year  1917  the  proportion 
of  import  duty  payable  on  a  gold  basis  be  fixed  at  55  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  40  per  cent,  as  prescribed  by  the  present  regulations.  There 
is  every  probability  that  this  recommendation  will  be  adopted  both 
by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  the  Senate,  and  will  be  incorporated 
in  the  budget  law  of  1917.  [The  effect  or  this  proposed  change  is 
discussed  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November  6, 1916.]  It  has  also 
been  decided  by  the  Finance  Committee  that  increased  consumption 
taxes  will  be  levied  on  tobacco,  beverages,  matches,  shoes,  and  hats, 
and  that  new  consumption  taxes  will  be  imposed  o  nroasted  coffee 
and  on  butter. 

BBITISH  HONDXrSAS. 

[Consul  William  U  Avery,  Oct.  20.] 
Export  Prohibition  on  Mahogany. 

The  following  notice  is  contained  in  the  Gazette  Extraordinary  of 
October  17,  1916: 

".  .  .  Exporters  of  mahogany  are  hereby  Informed  that  no  licenses  to  export 
mahogany  will  be  given  except  In  very  exceptional  circumstances  until  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  has  been  received  and  that  It  Is 
unlikely  that  any  such  approval  will  be  given  except  In  the  case  of  mahogany 
exported  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  Govermnent.  It  Is  anticipated  that  all 
the  mahogany  of  flrst-rate  quality  cut  In  the  colony  will  be  purchased." 

It  is  stated  that  vessels  now  chartered  and  bound  for  Belize  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  mahogany  to  the  United  States  may  be  per- 
mitted to  load  their  cargoes,  but  there  is  no  certainty  that  a  license 
will  be  granted  for  such  shipments.  Nearly  all  the  mahogany  ex- 
ported from  British  Honduras  durihg  the  present  year  was  destined 
for  the  United  States  and  tha  value  of  such  exports  shipped  from- 
January  1  to  October  15, 1916,  is  estimated  at  $371,085. 

CHILE. 

Proposed  Export  Duty  on  Copper. 

Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  has  submitted  a 
report  regarding  the  bill  introduced  in  the  Chilean  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties August  18,  1916,  providing  for  export  duties  on  copper  in  bars, 
matte,  or  ore,  graduated  according  to  the  price  prevamng  in  New 
York  and  London.  A  copy  of  this  report,  which  quotes  the  proposed 
rates  on  the  various  grades  of  copper,  will  be  loaned  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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ITAI.T. 

[Consul  B.  Harrey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Sept.  27.] 

Classiflcation  of  Typewriter  Eibbons. 

The  tariff  classification  of  typewriter  ribbons  imported  into  Italy 
depends  upon  whether  the  articles  are  woven  as  ribbons  or  woven  in 
broad  pieces,  which  are  subsequently  cut  into  strips  of  proper  size. 
In  the  former  case  the  goods  would  oe  dutiable  under  tariff  No.  171, 
while  ribbons  proper  would  be  classified  under  No.  182  of  the  Italian 
customs  tariff. 

[The  duty  under  No.  182  Is  100  lire  per  100  kilos,  while  the  rates  specified 
under  No.  171  are  109  and  125  lire  per  100  kilos.  The  lower  rate  is  applicable 
to  fabrics  weighing  13  kilos  or  more  per  100  square  meters,  fabrics  weighing 
from  7  to  13  kilos  per  100  square  meters  being  dutiable  at  125  lire  per  100  kilos 
(lire,  10.193;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds).] 

XEZICO. 
Kew  Customs  Tariff. 

The  new  customs  tariff  of  Mexico,  in  effect  November  1,  1916  (see 
CoHicEBCE  Repobts  for  Sept.  27,  1916),  follows  closely  the  arran^- 
ment  of  the  former  tariff.  Changes  have  been  made  in  the  duties 
applicable  to  a  lar^e  number  of  articles,  however,  the  new  rates  of 
duty  being  approximately  equal  in  most  cases  to  the  former  rates 
as  increased  by  the  general  surtax  of  10  per  cent,  which  is  now  con- 
solidated with  the  regular  duties.  The  level  of  duties  has  been 
raised  somewhat,  but  the  increases  apparently  do  not  avera^  over 
10  per  cent  of  the  former  rates.  Fancy  articles,  such  as  jewelry, 
periumery,  and  high-grade  clothing,  are  subject  to  considerably 
higher  rates,  while  reductions  have  been  made  in  the  duties  applica- 
ble to  many  articles  of  general  consumption,  including  certain  fab- 
rics and  clothing  and  most  foodstuffs.  Agricultural  implements, 
tools  of  trade,  articles  for  use  in  printing  and  lithography,  common 
■wood  for  building,  certain  paper,  com,  wheat,  fod^r,  and  coal  are 
among  the  few  products  included  in  the  free  list. 

[As  announced  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  3,  1016,  certain 
food  products  are  to  be  admitted  free  for  the  present,  and  temporary  special 
reductions  in  the  duties  on  certain  clothing  have  been  proposed.  A  translation 
of  the  new  Mexican  tariff  will  be  issued  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime  information  regarding  the  new 
rates  on  specified  articles  will  be  furnislMd  upon  application  to  that  Bureau.] 

BEW  ZEALAITD. 

Prohibition  of  Importation  of  Soap. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  has  transmitted  a 
copy  of  the  New  Zealand  Gazette  Extraordinary  for  September  18, 
1916,  which  contains  a  notice  prohibiting  the  importation  into  New 
Zealand  ojE  soap  manufactured  in  or  exported  from  any  country  other 
than  the  United  Eangdom  and  British  colonies  and  possessions. 

[A  similar  prohibition  now  In  effect  in  Australia  was  announced  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  Sept.  22,  1916.] 

PEETT. 

Proposed  Export  Enty  on  Petroleum  Prodvots. 

Commercial  Attach^  W.  L.  Montavon,  Lima,  has  submitted  an  in- 
teresting report  dealing  with  a  bill  recently  presented  to  the  Peruvian 
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Congress  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  authorizing  an  export  duty  on 
crude  petroleum,  lubricating  oils,  Mnzine,  gasoline,  kerosene,  and 
other  distillates  of  petroleum.  The  chances  for  the  adoption  of  this 
bill,  perhaps  with  a  few  modifications,  appear  to  be  favorable.  A 
copy  of  the  report,  which  specifies  the  proposed  rates,  will  be  loaned 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

SWITZEBLAKI). 
(Consul  General  Francis  B.  Keene,  Zurlcb,  Sept.  21.] 
Temporary  Redaction  on  Frozen  Xeat. 

In  response  to  a  petition  of  the  Affiliated  Consumers'  Association, 
the  Swiss  Federal  Council,  by  a  decree  of  September  16, 1916,  author- 
ized a  temporary  reduction  in  the  import  duty  on  frozen  meat  from 
25  to  10  francs  per  100  kilos  (from  $2.19  to  $0,875  per  100  pounds). 

[A  similar  reduction  was  In  effect  from  June  1,  1912,  to  Mar.  26,  1914,  as 
reported  In  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  14,  p.-  20.] 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbtdi,  Berne,  Sept.  27.] 

Chargei  on  Exports. 

In  order  to  cover  expenses  incidental  to  the  control  of  exports, 
the  Swiss  Government  is  imposing  dues  ranging  from  ^  to  5  per  cent 
ad  valorem  upon  articles  exported  from  Switzerland.  These  fees 
in  many  instances  are  very  iiigh  and  have  caused  some  complaint 
among  American  importers.  Practically  every  article  is  subject  to 
a  different  charge  and  goods  of  high  value,  such  as  chemicals,  for 
instance,  are  heavily  taxed.  The  tax  on  pharmaceutical  products  and 
chemicals  is  from  2  to  5  per  cent  ad  valorem,  according  to  the  product, 
and  that  on  dyestuffs  is  2  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Goods  are  taxed  by 
weight,  by  value,  by  carload,  and  by  measurement. 

Cheese  is  taxed  at  the  rate  of  3,000  francs  per  carload  of  10  metric 
tons  (metric  ton,  2,204.6  pounds),  and  matches  are  subject  to  about 
the  same  rate. 

No  printed  schedules  of  these  taxes  are  available  and  such  informa- 
tion is  ^ven  only  on  special  request. 

American  importers  desiring  information  concerning  these  charges 
must  indicate  specifically  the  article  in  which  they  are  interested 
before  consular  officers  will  be  able  to  make  intelligent  inquiries. 


FABIS  FAIB  IN  1917. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Tbackara,  Paris,  France,  Oct.  14.] 

A  fair,  known  under  the  title  of  "  La  Foire  de  Paris,"  will  be  held 
in  Paris  from  May  1  to  15,  1917.  Its  object  is  to  afford  French 
manufacturers  an  opportunity  to  show  samples  of  their  wares  to 
local  and  foreign  buyers,  no  foreign  exhibitors  being  admitted.  It 
is  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  municipal  and  departmental  au- 
thorities. The  fair  will  occupy  the  Esplanade  des  Invalides,  in  front 
of  the  Invalides,  and  the  avenues  and  adjacent  quays  along  the  River 
Seine. 

[A  preliminary  notice  relating  to  the  fair,  In  the  form  of  a  15-pnge  pamphlet 
printed  in  French,  mny  be  inspectetl  by  those  Interested  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon 
referring  to  file  No.  81983.] 
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A  HEW  ABOEirmrE  DYE  UATEBIAI. 
(Comml  General  W.  Henrr  Bobertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Sept.  28.1 

A  joint  stock  company  has  been  formed  in  Argentina  for  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  new  dye  material  "Algarrobin,"  obtained  from  the 
wood  of  Ae  carob  tree  {Ceratorda  sUiqua),  and  a  factory  has  been 
established  in  the  city  of  Santa  F^,  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  which  now 
has  a  daily  production  of  6  to  8  tons  of  "Algarrobin,"  put  up  and 
ready  for  shipment.  The  material  is  now  in  regular  industrial  use, 
and  is  said  to  be  giving  good  results,  in  addition  to  proving  itself 
economical  in  comparison  with  other  dye  materials.  One  local  con- 
cern, the  Sociedadltalo- Americano,  is  said  to  be  using  3,307  to  4,409 
pounds  of  "Algarrobin"  monthly,  chiefly  in  dyeing  khaki  cloth  for 
Argentine  military  uniforms.  It  is  also  said  that  66,139  pounds  of 
the  product  have  been  shipped  to  Italy  and  France,  and  that  addi- 
tional requests  are  coming  in  in  consequence  of  the  satisfactory  and 
economical  results  given  by  the  dye.  The  manufacturers  claim  that, 
although  cotton  takes  the  "Algarrobin"  successfully,  exceptionally 
good  results  are  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  silk  and  wool. 
Possetsfet  Valuable  Dyeing  Properties. 

Algarrobin  possesses  valuable  dyeing  properties.  The  fastness  of 
the  dye  to  fulling,  light,  washing,  etc.,  is  notable,  as  is  also  the  uni- 
formity of  tone.  These  qualities,  added  to  its  moderate  cost,  will 
render  it  of  value  to  dj^ers.  Algarrobin,  alone,  imparts  a  light-brown 
color  to  any  textile  nber,  cotton,  wool,  silk,  etc.  These  colors  are 
fixed  by  appropriate  mordants,  according  to  the  shades  desired. 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  methods  of  employing  the  dyestuff,  and 
it  will  be  easy  for  a  dyer,  with  a  little  practice,  to  obtain  all  the  tints 
he  requires.  In  combination  with  vegetable  extracts,  such  as  fustic, 
hypemic,  logwood,  etc.,  it  gives  a  number  of  varied  and  fast  colors. 
It  is  very  suitable  as  a  base  for  dyeing  with  coal-tar  colors  and  by 
its  use  an  economy  of  50  to  90  per  cent  of  the  artificial  colors  em- 
plwed  can  be  attained. 

For  the  loading  of  silk  and  wool  it  is  superior  to  all  materials  now 
currently  used,  both  in  regard  to  increase  in  weight  and  to  the  me- 
chanical* properties  of  the  dyed  wares. 

As  the  manufacturing  company  has  not  yet  been  officially  regis- 
tered in  Argentina,  all  inquiries  regarding  this  new  dye  material 
should  be  addressed  for  the  presejit  to  Supervielle  &  Co.,  bankers, 
section  of  dyestuffs,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  who  are  acting  as  the 
financial  agents  of  the  company.    ^ 

[The  Algarrobin  extract,  samples  of  yarns  dyed  with  it,  and  detailed  Instruc- 
tions on  the  processes  of  dyeing  cotton,  silk,  and  wool  by  means  of  the  extract, 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district 
or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81553.] 

CHUD-WELFAfiE  PUBLICATIONS  WANTED. 

The  State  Department  has  received  a  request  from  Dr.  Arthur 
Moncorvo  Filho,  founder  of  the  Institute  de  Proteccao  e  Assisten- 
tencia  &  Inf  ancia,  at  22  Rua  Visconde  do  Rio  Branco,  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil,  that  institutions  of  the  same  kind  in  the  United  States  be 
asked  to  exchange  publications  with  him.  The  Instituto  is  a  humani- 
tarian organization  for  the  protection,  from  a  hygienic  and  social 
standpoint,  of  poor  children  by  the  establishment  of  dispensaries 
and  hospitals,  creches,  kindergartens,  schools,  social  centers,  etc        . 
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AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Ezpira- 

tiODOf 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

Bueklin,  OeorKe  A 

Chambcrlin,  Oeorge  E 

Donaldson,  Chester 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Qanion,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Latbam,  Charles  L 

Llstoe,  Soren 

Iforgan,  Henry  H 

Bauer,  EmU 

Smith,  Felix  Wllloughby . . . 

Smith,  James  A 

SpaliT,  Herman  L 

liiggart,  a.  Rusaell 

Wlnslow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Wllhlch,  Gehhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany.. . 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Port  Limon,  Costa 

Rica. 
St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Corinto,  Nicaragua 


Swatow,  Clilnal 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 

iands. 
Hamburg,  Germany. 

Cologne,  Germany... 
Tiais,  Russia. 


Calcutta,  India 

Ifontevldeo,  Uruguay. 
Cornwall,  Ontario 


Coponliagen,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  lUquelon. . . 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Atliens,  Oreec*. 


Dec  26 
Jan.  13 
Dee.  3S 

Nov.  3S 

Jan.    17 

Dec.  31 


Dec  30 
Jan.  1 
Jan.    15 

Dec    1 

Feb.  1 
Dec.  U 

Jan.  IS 
Dec  I 
Deo.  30 

Dee.  11 


Dec.  a 
..do.... 
Deo.  30 


Department  of  State,  WasUngton,  D.  C 

Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Vil- 

ley.  Conn. 
31  Bruce  Avenue,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Fonlp 

and  Domestic  Commecoe,  BOt  FedenI 

BoUdlnc,  Chicago,  lU. 
120  Ifaln  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washingtoi,  D.  C 
"Islington,"    WaUcerfcKd,    AmhertC 

County,  va. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-seooid 

Sbeet  and  Broadway,  New  York  a». 
Department  ol  State,  WashlngtoiLl).  C. 
C/olIessmoreTendelI,WoolworthBaiU- 

log.  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Do. 
1104  Euclid  street  NW.,  Washinitoi, 

D.C. 
C/o  Dlstriet  Office,  Bureau  of  Fordn 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SM  Fedenl 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
223S  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C.   _  „ 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  P.  C. 
Do. 


TOBACCO  AND  WINE  TAXATION  DI8C1TSSED  BT  CHINESE. 

(John  R.  Arnold,  in  charge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Sept.  15.] 

Chinese  tobacco  and  wine  merchants  at  Shanghai  have  formed  s 
union  to  deal  with  the  question  of  taxes  as  a  result  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  recent  years  to  establish  monopolies  in  these 
trades.  The  "wine"  referred  to  is  the  native  liquor  made  from 
various  cereals.  Foreign  tobacco  and  liquors  are  not  subject  to  these 
impositions,  and  as  the  import  duties  are  light  the  dealers  in  the 
native  products  feel  themselves  at  a  disadvantage. . 

A  general  meeting  of  the  union  has  been  held,  and  the  chairman 
offered  to  go  to  Peldng  at  his  own  expense  to  lay  the  views  of  the 
members  before  the  Government. 


SAMPLE  OF  MEXICAN  HENEQDTEN  FIBEB. 

The  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  forwarded  a  san  _ 
of  henequen  fiber  grown  in  the  State  of  Chiapas,  Mexico,  wliich  it 
has  been  informed  can  be  obtained  in  large  quantities.  This  sample 
may  be  inspected  by  interested  American  fioer  users  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  any  of  its  district  and  coop- 
erative offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  167.  Under  the  same  fil« 
number  m.ny  be  obtained  from  the  offices  mentioned  the  address  of 
the  grower  of  the  henequen. 
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CAHADA'S  TSAOE  DT  FLAX  PBODUCTS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Oct.  27.1 

The  Dominion  GoTernment  has  published  a  bulletin  called  "  Flax 
for  fiber;  its  cultivation  and  handling"  (Bulletin  No.  28,  2nd  series, 
Experiment  Farm  at  Ottawa,  written  by  J.  Adams,  assistant 
Dominion  botanist,  who  was  formerly  associated  with  the  flax  in- 
dustry in  Ireland).  This  new  publication  will  interest  readers  of 
Special  Agents  Series  No.  122,  "  Development  of  an  American  Flax 
Industry,"  issued  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  at  Washington. 
[Copies  of  this  latter  monograph  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce ;  price,  5  cents.] 

One  Canadian  writer  says :  "  The  possibilities  of  producing  flax  for 
fiber  in  Canada  have  been  proved  to  be  very  considerable."  He  urges 
its  cultivation  now  when  "  unusually  high  prices  will  serve  as  an  im- 
petus to  its  development  and  extension."  The  latest  Government 
estimate  of  the  crop  of  flax  in  Canada  for  1916  is  7,759,500  bushels 
from  710,000  acres. 

Sxportt  of  Flax  aad  Tow, 

At  the  time  of  the  1911  census  of  Canadian  manufactures  there 
were  in  the  Dominion  30  establishments  where  flax  was  dressed, 
representing  a  total  capital  of  $421,389.  They  employed  1,085  wage 
earners  and  used  materials  that  cost  $250,510.  The  value  of  their  out- 
put in  that  year  was  $548,559.  Of  linen  mills  there  were  three,  with  a 
combined  capital  of  $334,000  and  a  force  of  122  hands.  The  cost  of 
the  materials  used  in  1911  was  $107,000;  the  value  of  the  output, 
$299,000. 

The  Dominion's  production  of  flax  fiber  is  not  such  as  to  permit  of 
a  large  export  trade.  In  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  the 
domestic  flax,  hemp,  and  tow  exported  amounted  in  value  to  $49,826 ; 
in  1915,  to  $36,177;  in  1916,  to  $89,532,  The  United  States  absorbed 
practically  all  of  these  cargoes,  the  United  Kingdom  being  the  other 
chief  purchaser.    The  shipments  for  the  last  three  fiscal  years  follow : 


Flax,  hemp,  and  tow. 


1914 


Do-    f 
mastic. 


Fordgn. 


1915 


Do- 
mestic. 


Foreign. 


1916 


Do- 
nustio. 


Foreign. 


Total  exports 

To  United  Kingdom. 
To  United  States 


«49,8a6 


49,636 


$36,  m 

7,022 

29,165 


$2,090 


2,090 


tS9,532 
15,232 
74,300 


*11,449 
8,715 
2,734 


Olastes  and  Sonrces  of  Imports. 

The  domestic  production  of  linen  goods  falls  far  short  of  meeting 
the  Dominion's  demands;  but  as  the  imports  of  linen  manufactures 
are  combined  in  the  official  statistics  with  those  of  hemp  and  jute  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  is  not  always  possible  to  separate  them,  the 
exact  value  of  Canada's  yearly  purchases  of  foreign  flax  fiber  and 
linen  textiles  can  not  be  stated.  An  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  trade, 
however,  may  be  gained  from  a  study  of  the  official  import  returns  of 
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"  flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  manufactures  of,"  which  for  the  last  three 
fiscal  years  have  been : 


Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  and  manufoctures  of. 


1114 


19U 


1916 


Bags  or  sacks  (dutlnble) 

I'nited  Kingdom 

United  Stales 

lirltish  East  Indies 

CarpelinK,  riuis,  and  matting  o(  hemp  or  Jut«  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Japan 

Clothliif  of  linen  (dutiable) 

Unfted  Kingdom 

United  States 

T>amD5)(,  linen,  in  the  piece,  tablecloths,  napkina,  pillow  cases,  sheets, 

etc.  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom  

I'nited  Ftntes 

J'"  ranee 

Germany 

Japan 

Fabrics: 

Brown  or  bleached  (dutiable) 

I'nited  Kingdom 

United  States 

Can\-as  for  ships'  .sails  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Jato  canvas  as  taken  from  the  loom  (free) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

British  East  ladles 

Jute  cloth  as  taken  from  the  loom  (free) 

United  Kingdom....' 

United  States 

British  East  Indies 

Jute  cloth  or  canvas,  partly  finished  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

British  East  Indies 

rrinted,  dyed,  or  colored,  n.  e.  s.  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  .states 

Tailors'  hollands  of  linen  and  toweling  In  the  web  (dutW>le) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Untleached,  n.  e.  s.  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Flax  fiber,  flax  tow,  and  flbrOla  (free) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Handkerchiefs  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  states 

Switzerland 

Uemp,  dressed  or  undressed  (free) 

united  Kingdom 

United  states .^ 

Mcxlto 

New  Zealand 

Jute  butts  and  Jute  (free) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Thread  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  states 

Towels  (dutiable) 

United  Ktaigdom 

United  states 

'i'arn: 

Juleor  hemp,  plain  dyed  or  colored  (free) 

United  K  Ingdom 

United  States. 

Italy 

Linen  (free) 

United  Kingdom 

United  states 

Other  flax,  etc.  (dutiable) 

United  Kingdom 

United  states. 


t2M,7S7 
80,911 
87,095 
123,319 
(B,392 
40,835 
9,423 
«,452 
34,088 
11,844 
9,  ISO 

1,090,4M 

896,0)0 

8,«9S 

24,779 

36,062 

46,230 

128,073 

114,380 

4,176 

21,286 

19,722 

911 

2,002,703 

1,288,284 

48,844 

736,685 

2  746,493 

718, 7«S 

164,433 

1,859,793 

11,790 

6,212 

4,754 


42,916 

39,765 

2,654 

201,711 

200,227 

494 

420,798 

391,536 

35,529 

32,798 

19,B5» 

2.502 

281,733 

248,587 

2,244 

26,822 

448,970 

66,489 

351,336 

13,965 

7,232 

34,231 

2,299 

28,526 

239,904 

234,656 

3,600 

201,417 

183,447 

4,275 

283,736 

239,789 

37,839 

16,108 

22,635 

19,728 

3,907 

339,303 

286,004 

41,893 


3241,918 

45.836 

103,763 

93.160 

40,963 

32,797 

3,106 

3,000 

13,127 

6,734 

4,086 

823,352 
761,396 
9,9U 
10,711 
11,946 
30,453 

118,113 

115,214 

2,249 

6,627 

S,S61 

1,066 

468,011 

376l490 

889 

190,623 

963,035 

393,950 

95,466 

533,494 

1,6U,7M 

SU,291 

450,746 

662,611 

49,906 

45,801 

3,263 

238,488 

235,463 

3,815 

331,066 

393,304 

37,771 

14,806 

7,770 

301 

363,000 

333,033 

960 

13,809 

318,914 

24,622 

269,826 


6,738 

6,736 

4,807 

1,929 

224,675 

316,000 

7,475 

156,339 

148,610 

2,913 

205,126 
161,167 

26,793 

11,613 
103,487 

96,083 

6,043 

330.9M 

181,714 

43,834 


1317,  ns 

3S,2tS 
223,053 

61,19! 

S,(B6 

17,113 
5,3(1 
^t» 
9,8n 
4,271 
4,»a 

594, » 

551,  m 

6,988 

3,(83 


U^J3I 

lll6,2tt 

116, 291 

l," 

i.m 

1,061 


430, 7M 
328,  S7 
114,(80 
88, » 
4,I09;744 
85S,2S 
998,30 
3;  256, 31* 
I8,W 
l«,3tt 

221,774 
215,423 
«,3«S 
305,>H 
385, 599 
19.% 
39,090 
19,W 

<^W 
239,8Si 
3B,M 

40i,m 

393,00 


14.4S 
14,416 
12,M 
I,t4> 
109.3» 
287,7(0 
21,451 

Mum 

1U,US 
U,4M 

807,  OK 

^g 

6S,SI> 
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Flax,  bemp,  Jute,  and  manufactures  of. 


1914 


1913 


1916 


KEClPmn^TION. 

Total  importatrom  United  Kingdom 

Dutiable 

Free 

Total  imports  from  United  States. 

Dutiable 

Free , 

Total  imports  from  other  countries , 

Dutiatde , 

Free 

Grand  total  imparts  of  flax,  bemp,  Jute,  and  manufactures  of . 

Dutiable 

Free 


089,071 
753,725 
335,346 
841,878 
205,492 
636,386 
032,108 
342,274 
689,834 
963,057 
301,491 
661,566 


13,730,941 

2,826,143 

904,798 

1,062,200 

671,943 

390,257 

1,634.375 

849,325 

785,050 

6,427,516 

4,347,411 

2,060,105 


13,390,806 
2,8n,412 

519,394 
1,956,439 
1,359,295 

597,144 
2,532,250 
2,368,888 

163,367 
7,879,501 
6,599,596 
1,279,905 


Dominion  has  Exportable  Surplus  of  Flaxseed. 

Of  flaxseed,  however,  Canada  usually  has  an  important  suiplus, 
shipping  to  other  countries  in  the  fiscal  year  1914  domestic  seed  to 
the  value  of  $24,816,333;  in  1915,  $10,359,703;  and  in  1916,  $2,973,932. 
In  this  trade  the  United  States  ranks  first,  as  the  following  table 
discloses : 


Flaxseed. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Domestic. 

Foreign. 

Domestic. 

Foreign. 

Domestic. 

Foreign. 

124,816,333 
10,482,666 
11,910,681 

tl,918,268 
1,198,681 

110,359,703 

928  346 

9,420,263 

188,475 
88,475 

S2,973,932 

47,511 

2,926,421 

To  United  KJoedom 

To  United  States 

The  Dominion's  imports  of  flaxseed  amounted  to  but  $2,906  in  the 
fiscal  year  1914  ($2,336  worth  coming  from  the  United  States),  and 
to  $366  in  1915  ($353  from  the  United  States) ;  but  in  the  twelve- 
month ended  March  31,  1916,  they  rose  to  $96,941  ($65,149  worth 
being  supplied  by  the  United  States) . 

STANDABDS  FOB  BAUWAY  CONSTBTJCTIGN  IN  CHILE. 

In  connection  with  a  recent  law  providing  for  cooperation  among 
the  railway  lines  of  Chile,  with  reciprocity  m  the  use  of  tracks  [see 
Commehce' Reports  for  Feb.  2,  1916],  the  Chilean  Minister  of  Bail- 
ways  has  issued  a  set  of  standards  for  railway  construction.  Private 
companies  receiving  railway  concessions  from  the  Government  must 
conform  to  these  standards,  which,  as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial, 
cover  the  width  of  track,  restrictions  as  to  curves,  maximum  grades, 
specifications  for  rails  and  crossties,  and  all  details  connected  with 
the  grading  of  the  road  and  laying  of  the  track. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEAU  OF  FOREIQN  AND  SOHESTIC  COHUEBCE. 


DISTBICr  OFnCBS. 

KXW  TOBK:  Koosi  409,  Cutomkooie. 

BOSTOH:  1801  Cnstoaliene. 

CHICAGO:  604  Federal  BalldlBg. 

ST.  lOUIS:  403  Tklrd  NiHoiul  Bank  Balldlag. 

ATLANTA t  Sit  Post  Office  Bnlldlng. 

NEW  0BLEA58:  1020  HIberala  Bank  BalldlBS. 

BAN  FBAKCISCO:  807  Cutomkoue. 

BBATTLE:  848  Hf>r7  BnlldlBg. 


COOPEBATITB  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Ckanber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI :  Cksmber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ckamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Sontk  Amerleaa  Agent,  Soatk. 

era  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEO.:  Ckamber  of  Commeie*. 
DATTON :  Greater  Daytoa  AnoelaUoa. 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

Keserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  dliitrlct  ofllceri.  Request 
foi'  carb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportanity  namber. 
The  Bnreao  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  stundlng 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  asual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  f  Reported  by  commercial  attach^  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Acid  phosphate 23078 

Advertising  novelties 28082 

Agency 2S085 

Bottles 28082 

Crocltery  and  glassware 23086 

Cutlery 23082 

Kggs 23082 

Pans 28082 

Fire  Insurance  agency 23082 

Flour , 28088 

Foodstuffs  and  provisions 23082 

Fruits 28082 


Glucose 23080 

KItcben  utenalls 2308* 

Leather 23082 

Leather  bags  and  purses 23081 

Lubricants  and  oils 23082 

Packing 28084 

Paper 23079, 28082 

Bye 23088 

Stationery  and  supplies 23082 

Sugar . 28082 

TJiread 23082 

Twine 28082 


23078.* — The  buyer  for  a  fertilizer  company  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  from 
25,000  to  50,000  tons  of  acid  phosphate  containing  1.6  per  cent  phosphoric 
acid,  soluble  both  In  water  and  In  citrate  of  ammonia ;  also  acid  phosphate 
containing  not  less  than  18  per  cent  phosphoric  acid  soluble  as  above.  Cor- 
respondence in  English  acceptable,  but  Spanish  or  French  is  preferred. 
References. 

23079.t — ^A  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  In  Mexico  desires  to  be  placed  to 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  paper  similar  to  sample  which  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  Miscel.  No.  166l) 
Correspondence  In  Spanish. 

23080.* — ^A  firm  in  Portugal  is  in  the  market  for  glncoae.  Correspondence  In 
English.    Reference. 

23081.* — A  wholesale  house  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  receive  samples 
of  women's  cheap  leather  hand  bags  and  purses.  If  satisfactory,  orders  for 
5  gross  of  the  larger  sizes  and  15  to  25  gross  of  the  smaller  will  be  placed 
as  an  Initial  order.  All  samples  to  be  paM  for  or  returned.  Cheapness 
and  durability  of  goo<ls  is  desired,  togetlier  with  the  prospect  of  immediate 
delivery.    References. 

23082.t — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No.  22340,  a  manufacturers' 
agent  in  Argentina  writes  that  he  more  particularly  wishes  to  represent 
American  manufactui-ers  and  exporters  of  advertising  novelti^  especially 
fans;  cutlery.  Including  corkscrews  and  pocketknlves ;  commercial  and 
sample  envelopes;  stationery  and  supplies;  paper  of  all  kinds;  leather; 
bottles  for  wine,  whisky,  beer,  etc.;  eggs;  fresh  fruit,  especially  apples; 
sugar ;  foodstuffs  and  provisions ;  twine ;  sewing  thread ;  and  lubricants  and 
mineral  machinery  oils.  The  agent  also  desires  to  represent  an  American 
fire  Insurance  company. 

23083.* — A  flrin  In  Nonvay  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  patent 
flour  and  white  rye.  It  is  stated  the  firm  can  use  5,000  sacks  of  rye 
per  month. 

23084.* — A  hardware  firm  In  Central  America  desires  to  purchase  from  500  to 
1,000  pounds  of  slieet  rubber  packing  one-sixteenth  inch  to  one-elghtii 
Inch  thick.  In  rolls;  and  500  pounds  of  asbestos  packing,  round,  one-eigbth 
Inch  to  1  inch  in  diameter.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

230S5.t — ^A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Peru  for  several  American  firms  desires  to 
represent  a  few  additional  lines.    No  particular  lines  are  specified. 

23086.t — An  export  commission  firm  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  inquiries  from 
Russia  regarding  kitchen  utensils,  enameled  ware,  glassware,  aiod 
crockery,  etc. 
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BBmSH  OOVETLTOrRTn:  BUYS  HEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  CLIP. 

[CtUegnun  from  American  Consnl  at  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Nov.  22.] 

British  Government  has  bought  the  entire  New  Zealand  wool  clip 
at  55  per  cent  advance  191S-14  prices. 


RELAXATIOir  OF  FKENCH  EKBASQO   DECBEE. 

[Journal  Offlciel,  Oct.  29  and  31.] 

The  decree  of  October  26  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  a  large 
number  of  articles  has  been  modified  by  a  ministerial  order  of  Oc- 
tober 28,  which  authorizes  the  exportation  of  the  goods  mentioned 
below  to  the  United  States,  other  American  countries,  the  United 
Kingdom,  British  possessions,  uninvaded  Belgium,  Japan,  and 
Kussia  (except  through  Baltic  ports).  The  articles  affected  are 
formic  acid;  chemical  matches;  amomum  and  cardamoms;  benzyl 
and  ethyl  benzoate;  borate  of  lime;  silica  bricks;  brush  ware;  coffee 
substitutes;  cassia  lignea;  quitch  grass; -roasted  or  ground  chicory; 
colchicum  and  its  preparations ;  dextrin ;  brandies  and  liqueurs ;  ma- 
nures of  all  kinds;  tinctorial  extracts;  roasted  figs  (coffee  substi- 
tute) ;  fabrics  of  vegetable  fibers ;  table  fruits  (fre^,  dried,  can(}ied, 
or  preserved) ;  game;  gluten  bread;  volatile  oils  and  essences;  rushes 
(Jones) ;  kaolin ;  mace ;  honey ;  nutmegs ;  mats  of  straw  and  vegetable 
fibers;  paraffin  paper;  parings  of  hides;  un worked  rabbit  skins;  pine 
nuts;  feathers  of  poultry,  waste,  feathers,  and  down;  radium  and  its 
salts;  straps  (sangles) ;  sauces  and  condiments;  products  containing 
essence  of  turpentine;  carbon  tetrachloride;  vanilla;  waterproof 
clothing. 

[The  embargo  decree  of  Oct  26  was  published  in  C!oumebce  Reports  for 
Oct  80.1 
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BBmSH  nX  KAZDCUU  FSICES  FOE  HAY  AHD  STBAW. 

[Vice  Consul  liCSlle  B.  Becd,  London,  Mot.  7.] 

On  November  5  the  British  Army  council  announced  maximum 

S rices  for  the  sale  of  hay,  oat  straw,  and  wheat  straw  in  the  United 
ang(^om,  and  stated  that  such  maxima  should  not  be  exceeded.    The 
prices  per  long  ton  as  fixed  by  the  army  council  are : 


Market, 

Prodaco^s  maximum, 
per  ton. 

Distrlbulor's  maxinmm, 
per  ton. 

Hay. 

Oat 

straw. 

Wheat 
straw. 

Hay. 

Oat 

straw. 

Wlieal 

stnw. 

England 

Ire&nd 

is.n 

24.H 
2S.71 

tu.w 

13.3S 
13.38 

«2.17 
12.17 
12.17 

t38.S0 
32.34 
34.07 
32.24 

121.90 
20.68 
20.68 

tn.47 
19.47 

Scotland 

n.47 

Isle  of  Man 

In  the  case  of  a  producer  the  above  figures  are  held  to  include  the 
cost  of  carting  to  tne  nearest  railway  station,  but  not  the  cost  of  cut- 
ting, trussing,  tying,  or  baling.  For  the  dealer  or  distributer  the 
prices  given  include  all  costs  and  charges  whatsoever  for  hay  and 
straw  delivered  to  consumer's  premises,  except  where  the  sale  covers 
a  quantity  of  less  than  1  ton,  in  which  case  the  actual  cost  of  delivery 
may  be  added. 

CATAIOaiTES  OF  FLOTTS-HILL  MACHHTEBT  FOB  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  Bdwln  8.  CtmningliBm,  Hankow,  Oct.  9.} 

American  manufacturers  of  flour-mill  machinery  are  requested  to 
forward  their  catalogues  and  descriptive  literature  for  filing  in  the 
reading  room  of  the  consulate  general  at  Hankow,  China.  When 
possible,  price  lists  of  various  parts  and  machines,  with  discounts, 
should  accompany  the  catalogue&  If  discounts  are  confidential,  this 
should  be  so  stated.  There  hiive  been  four  inquiries  from  local  firms 
for  catalogues  of  flour-mill  machinery  at  this  office  during  the  last 
six  months,  and  as  Hankow  is  an  excdlent  center  for  the  erection  of 
mills,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  five  successful  mills  operating  here,  it  is 
thought  that  these  catalogues  may  be  useful  in  developing  American 
trade  in  this  line. 

BANANA  SHIFHENT8  FROM  DOMINICAN  BEPUBUC. 

[Consul  Frank  Anderson   Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  Nor.   1.1 

Banana  exports  from  the  plantation  at  Sosua,  Puerto  Plata  Prov- 
ince, continued  from  March  until  October  of  this  year.  A  total  of 
315,700  bunches  valued  at  $157,850  was  shipped,  in  comparison  witii 
366,000  bunches  valued  at  $183,000  in  1915.  The  average  yield  for 
the  10  preceding  years  had  b^n  624,700  bunches. 

The  only  commercial  exports  of  bananas  from  the  Dominican  Be- 

gublic  during  recent  years  have  been  from  the  plantation  at  Sosua. 
Iwing  to  diminishing  yields  the  business  has  not  been  very  profit- 
able in  recent  years. 
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TIENTSm-PlFKOW  EOAD  PE0P0SE8  ABOUTION  OP  LIKIN. 

[John  E.  Arnold,  In  charge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Sept.  15.] 

The  management  of  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway,  a  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment line,  which  was  built  partly  with  British  and  partly  with 
German  capital,  is  in  communication  with  the  Peking  authorities 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  lihdn  on  the  line.  The  payment 
of  likin,  or  tolls,  usually  in  the  amount  of  ^  or  3  per  cent  ad  valorem 
at  a  time,  on  all  merchandise  passing  certain  barriers  is  a  matter  of 
concern  to  those  engaged  in  the  internal  trade  of  China.  On  the 
railways  the  publicity  of  the  bills  of  lading  prevents  the  bargaining 
and  compromises  between  the  merchants  and  the  authorities  that 
have  been  ci^omai^  on  the  roads  and  waterways. 

Treaties  made  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States 
some  years  ago  provided  for  the  raising  of  the  Chinese  import  duties, 
contingent  on  tne  abolition  of  likin,  so  that,  as  far  as  the  central 
Government  is  concerned,  the  obstacle  to  the  abolition  of  the  latter 
form  of  taxation  is  no  longer  financial.  The  Provinces,  however, 
derive  relatively  large  amounts  of  revenue  from  the  likin,  and  so 
far  little  or  no  progi-ess  has  been  made  in  putting  an  end'  to  it.  The 
efforts  of  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway  authorities  are  therefore  of 
great  interest, 
line  of  Oreater  Importance  Tban  Kame  Indicates. 

The  line  is  of  greater  importance  than  its  name  indicates,  for  it 
is  a  link  in  the  Peking-ShaMhai  service.  At  one  end  is  a  through 
service  from  Tientsin  on  to  Peking,  and  at  the  other  it  is  necessary 
only  to  cross  on  the  ferry  to  Nanking  to  take  the  train  for  Shanghai. 

Negotiations  are  said  to  be  proceeding  with  the  object  of  connect- 
ing up  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway  with  the  Tsingtau-Tsinan  line 
for  through  traffic.  The  latter  line  was  built  by  the  Germans  through 
the  length  of  Shantung  Province,  the  most  densely  populated  in 
China,  as  a  result  of  the  lease  of  the  port  of  Tsingtau.  It  has  now 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Japanese.  The  line  already  brings 
great  quantities  of  the  products  of  the  Province,  particularly  tusssih 
silk,  pongee,  straw  braid,  peanuts,  and  vermicelli,  into  Tsingtau  for 
export,  but  the  establishment  of  through  traffic  at  Tsinan  will  make 
it  possible  to  develop  the  former  as  a  port  for  a  considerable  region 
in  the  basin  of  the  Yellow  River,  which  at  present  is  not  altogether 
adequat^y  provided  for,  especially  in  the  winter,  when  Tientsin  is 
difficult  of  access. 

BUILDING  OF  SILOS  IN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  Genera]  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Australia.  Oct.  24.] 

Recently  the  New  South  Wales  Government  Department  of  Agri- 
culture announced  that  funds  would  be  provided  for  assisting  farm- 
ers in  the  erectipn  of  silos,  and  numerous  inquiries  have  been  re- 
ceived, especially  from  dairy  farmers.  Many  of  the  applicants 
have  signified  their  willingness  to  pay  for  the  silos  when  they  are 
completed,  while  others  have  agreed  to  pay  much  larger  deposits 
than  was  uiticipated.  Owing  to  the  abundance  of  rainfall  in  many 
districts,  silos  will  greatly  benefit  dairy  farmers  by  enabling  them 
to  conserve  the  fodder  harvested  during  the  rainy  season. 
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CHUEAH  HIT&ATE  SIAHSTIOS  JOR  gSFTSKBES. 

[Comnil  Thomas  W.  Toettir,  Antsfasasta,  Oct  2fi.] 

September  was  notable  for  the  very  large  exportation  of  nitrate  of 
soda  from  Chilean  ports,  the  7,697,000  quintals  shipped  being  the 
record  for  any  month  and  an  increase  of  3,359,000  quintals  ot« 
August.  (The  Spanish  quintal  is  equival^it  to  101.4  avoirdupois 
pounds.)  This  great  jimip.  in  exports  was  due  to  the  unusual  amount 
of  tonnage  available  in  the  nitrate  ports.  The  large  shipments  have 
served  to  reduce  the  stock  of  nitrate  at  coast  ports,  and  recently  some 
of  the  railroads  have  been  taxed  to  their  capacity  to  bring  sufficioit 
nitrate  from  the  oficinas  in  the  interior  to  supply  ships  waiting  for 
cargo. 

Production  during  September  was  about  669,000  quintals  less  than. 
in  the  previous  month,  being  4,724,400  quintals  agamst  5,393,391  for 
August.  Compared  with  September  in  the  three  preceding  years 
the  production  and  exportation  of  Chilean  nitrate  were: 


Bepiemba. 

Prodoctioii. 

Exportadoo. 

|M« 

\ 

Qnliittb. 
4,72*.  400 
3,493,260 
2,861,330 
4,  as,  288 

3,9n,ogi 

4:il«,«ll 

1915._ 

1914 

1913 

Prices  of  nitrate  advanced  daring  the  month,  but  there  were  greater 
advances  for  early  deliveries  than  for  deliveries  during  1917,  and 
tiie  market  was  much  more  firm  for  prompt  supplies.  Ordinary  ni- 
trate was  qu(^d  at  $1.95  to  $2.07  per  quintal,  depending  oa  ddiveiy 
offered.  For  refined  nitrate,  96  per  cent  less  1  per  cent,  prices  were 
$2.11  for  early  delivery,  and  $2.03  for  1917  delivery.  The  premiums 
for  early  delivery  seem  to  be  increasing  during  October,  because  of 
a  lack  of  supplies  ready  for  shipment  at  the  coast. 

BBinSH  COAIrTAK  FBODUCTS  CEKSUS. 

[J.  F.  Butler,  secretary  to  commercial  attach^,  London,  Nor.  3.) 

A  census  of  coal-tar  products,  especially  those  that  may  be  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war,  has  been  ordered  by  the 
British  Minister  of  Mmiitions.  Under  a  recent  official  notice  all 
persons  engaged  within  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  production, 
manufacture,  purchase,  sale,  or  distribution  of  any  coal-tar  or  coke 
or  their  by-products  (including  in  particular  tar,  carbolic  crystals, 
benzol,  toluol,  ammoniacal  liquor,  and  sulphate  of  ammonia)  must 
furnish  to  the  minister  of  munitions  such  particulars  as  to  output, 
working  of  plant,  cost  of  manufacture,  sales,  deliveries,  stock  in 
hand,  purchases,  and  prices  as  may  be  called  for.  The  particulars 
so  fm'nished  must  be  verified  and  authenticated  by  the  signature  of 
the  person  required  to  furnish  the  same,  or,  where  such  person  is  s 
firm  or  company,  by  a  partner,  director,  or  other  respcnsible  officer. 

Hew  Wireless  Station  in  Bolivia. 

A  new  wireless  station  has  recently  been  erected  at  Yiadha  near 
La  Paz.  The  West  Coast  Leader  says  that  ctMnmercial  senriee  was 
established  October  20  l)etween  the  Bolivian  station  and  the  Lima 
wireless  station  at  San  Cristobal. 
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CANADIAN  ROOT  AND  FODDEB  CBOFS. 

[Consul  General  Jobn  G.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Nov.  16.] 

According  to  a  recent  bulletin  issued  by  the  Canadian  Census  and 
Statistics  Office,  the  total  Canadian  area  this  year  under  root  and 
fodder  crops,  consisting  of  potatoes,  turnips,  etc.,  hay,  clover,  alfalfa, 
fodder  corn,  and  sugar  beets,  is  reported  at  8,980,000  acres,  which 
is  practically  the  same  total  as  in  1915.  There  is,  however,  an  in- 
crease of  about  100,000  acres  under  hay  and  clover,  the  total  area  of 
which  is  nearly  8,000,000  acres.  The  total  value  at  local  prices  of 
all  these  crops  is  estimated  for  1916  at  $249,882,000  as  compared 
with  $229,508,000  for  1915.  The  yield  of  hay  and  clover  for  this 
year  is  a  record  one,  amounting  to  14,799,000  tons,  an  average  of 
1.86  tons  per  acre,  the  highest  yield  per  acre  recorded  for  this  crop 
in  Canada.  The  average  value  per  ton  is  given  as  $11.50  as  compared 
with  $14  last  year.  The  potato  crop  is  poor  on  account  of  unfavor- 
able conditions  in  Quebec  and  Ontario.  The  average  yield  per  acre 
in  Quebec  was  131  bushels  and  in  Ontario  only  61  bushels.  In  the 
Maritime  Provinces  the  potato  yield  was  206  bushels  per  acre.  In 
the  Prairie  Provinces  the  yields  averaged  between  170  and  177 
bushels  per  acre  and  in  British  Columbia  189  bushels. 
Pall  Wheat  and  Fall  Plowing. 

Some  difficulties  have  been  experienced  on  account  of  the  dry  con- 
ditions of  the  soil  in  Ontario  m  the  plowing  and  seeding  of  fall 
wheat,  resulting  in  a  decrease  of  area  plowed  on  October  31  amount- 
ing to  164,100  acres  or  20  per  cent.  There  was  a  decrease  of  plowed, 
land  in  Alberta  of  14  per  cent,  and  for  all  Canada  the  area  esti- 
mated to  be  sown  to  fall  wheat  is  899,800  acres  as  compared  with 
1,100,800  acres  a  year  ago,  or  a  decrease  of  18  per  cent.  The 
condition  of  fall  wheat  on  October  31  for  all  Canada  is  76  per  cent 
of  the  standard  as  compared  with  88  per  cent  last  year  and  97  per 
cent  in  1914. 

PEEXnriANS  STUDY  THE  TOBACCO  INDUSTEY. 

The  Government  of  Peru  has  issued  an  order  through  the  Depart- 
ment of  Fomento  commissioning  two  Peruvian  graduate  students 
to  spend  a  year  in  Cuba  in  a  practical  study  of  the  cultivation  and 
manufacture  of  tobacco.  The  order,  as  published  in  El  Peruano,  in- 
dicates that  the  Peruvian  Government  oelieves  the  expense  of  this 
Commission  will  prove  a  profitable  investment.  The  tobacco  industry 
is  a  Government  monopoly  in  Peru,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  a  more 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  raising  and  curing  of  the  weed  this  in- 
dustry may  add  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 


Begistration  of  House  Flag  and  Funnel  Marks. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1908,  of  the  follow- 
ing-described house  flag  and  funnel  marks  of  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. :  House  flag,  a  swallow-tailed 
fla^,  divided  longitudinally  into  five  stripes,  the  top  and  bottom 
stnpes  being  red,  the  two  adjacent  stripes  white,  and  the  middle 
stripe  blue;  funnel  marks,  a  yellow  funnel,  with  a  black  band  at  top 
and  an  adjacent  white  band. 
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ATTSTBAUAS-AMSBICAir  WOOL  TBABE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kenned;,  Melboarne,  Oct  10.] 

A  deputation  of  Victorian  wool  growers  which  waited  upon  the 
State  IVemier,  Sir  Alexander  PeacocK,  on  October  11, 1916,  urged  the 
removal  of  the  embargo  on  the  export  of  wool  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  stated  that  the  United  States  had  paid  Australia  nearlj 
$50,000,000  for  wool  last  year,  and  that  if  the  embargo  were  not  re- 
moved this  valuable  market  might  be  lost.  The  f  ollowmg  resolutions, 
which  had  been  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  wool  growers,  were 
presented : 

That  this  meeting  of  wool  growers  in  tlie  State  of  Victoria  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Premier  to  the  following  facts:  1.  That  last  season  the  United 
States  of  America  purchased  nearly  one-third  of  the  wool  clip  of  Aostralla. 

2.  That  the  embargo  on  shipment  of  wool  to  America  Is  detrimental,  not 
alone  to  tlie  Interests  of  wool  growers,  but  also  to  the  financial  position  of  tbe 
whole  State.  3.  That  It  is  impossible  fw  the  mUls  of  Great  Britain  and  Its 
allies  to  work  up  the  wool  of  Australia.  4.  That  the  wool  of  South  Africa  is 
not  subject  to  embargo,  and,  in  consequence,  American  bny^s  and  ships  are 
diverted  to  that  marlcet. 

The  chairman  of  the  deputation  also  presented  the  following  sta- 
tistics with  relation  to  the  percentages  oi  Australian  wool  that  went 
to  different  markets: 
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It  was  further  said  that  Great  Britain  could  probably  absorb  tiie 
better  class  of  wools  at  a  good  price,  but  not  the  burry  and  car- 
bonizing sorts;  that  Italy  and  Japan  would  probably  take  a  fair 
amount  of  tiie  crossbred  wool  if  the  modified  embargo  on  that  did 
not  j»«vent  them  from  doing  so;  and  that  the  frei^t  <n  wool  to 
Japan  was  only  ^d.  ($0.01)  a  pound  as  against  2|d.  ($0.05^)  to 
England. 

[The  Nov.  14,  1916,  is-sue  of  Commerce  Repobts  contained  a  cablegrani 
from  the  American  consul  general  at  Sydney,  stating  that  the  etaibargo  on 
burry  wools  destined  for  the  United  States  had  been  removed,  effective  No- 
vember 20.  Other  references  to  the  desire  of  the  Australian  growers  for  a 
lifting  of  this  embargo  appeared  In  Commebce  Repobts  for  July  19  and  Nov. 
13,  1916.] 

nn)IAHS  OF  NOBTHWEST  TAKE  FTTB-SEAL  SKIHS. 

Skins  of  seals  which  were  speared  from  canoes  b^  Indians  of  the 
State  of  Washington  were  among  those  sold  at  auction  at  St  Lonis 
this  year.  The  uidians  availed  themselves  of  privileges  granted  by 
the  north  Pacific  sealing  convention  of  July  7,  1911,  to  the  extent  of 
taking  several  himdred  skins.  The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fish- 
eries authenticated  380  of  the  skins  as  having  been  lawfully  taken. 
It  is  understood  that  about  70  skins  still  remain  unantjoienticated. 
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HEZICAir  EZFOBT  DUTIES  ON  METALS. 

A  table  showing  the  Mexican  export  duties  on  metals  and  ores, 
effective  during  the  month  of  November,  has  been  forwarded  by 
the  special  representative  of  American  interests  in  Mexico  City. 
The  rates  are  contained  in  the  instructions  sent  by  the  Director  of 
the  Treasury  to  all  collectors  of  customs  at  Mexican  ports.  The 
duties  are  as  foUows  (peso,  $0.498 ;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds) : 

Pesos,  sold. 

Silver :  per  kilo. 

In  bars  or  ingots 3.491 

In  ores  or  concentrate.s ' 4.364 

Copper: 

In  bars  or  Ingots 5.914 

Laminated 5.618 

In  ores  or  concentrates .07392 

Lead: 

In  bars  or  ingots .00932 

In  ores  or  concentrates .  01165 

Tin: 

In  bars  or  Ingots .07211 

In  ores  and  concentrates .09013 

Antimony : 

In  bars  or  Ingots .00294 

In  ores  or  concentrates .00409 

Zinc : 

In  bars  or  Ingots .01444 

In  ores  and  concentrates .01912 

Tungsten : 

In  bars  or  Ingots .. .13535 

In  ores  and  concentrates .16919 

Graphite : 

Ampliorous i .  00235 

Pure  or  refined /  01496 

In  applying  these  rates  to  metals  treated  in  national  metallurgical 
establishments  they  are  to  be  considered  as  net.  The  duties  on  ores 
and  concentrates  shall  be  calculated  according  to  the  metallic  con- 
tent as  shown  by  the  Government  assay. 


IMFOBTS  OF  AMEBICAir  GOODS  DTTO  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  Luclen  N.  Sullivan,  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales,  Australia.] 

There  was  a  decerease  of  $429,980  in  the  value  of  the  imports  from 
the  United  States  into  Newcastle  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1916,  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  items,  with 
HheiT  value,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Apparel  and  soft  goods 

Afmsand  ammunition 

Fisb,  praserrcd  in  cans 

Frutts,  dried,  etc 

Drags  and  chemicals 

Olassware,  sheet,  clear 

lion  and  steel,  bars,  galrnnited 

ICaebincry 

Hetal  ware 

OOs: 

Bendne  and  l)eiuaUne 

Kerosene 


Value. 


14,flW 
«,f37 
4,102 
12.979 
13.09R 
132,  773 
271.337 
»2.S'17 

83. 2M 
134,  S34 


Articles. 


Paraffin  wax 

Soap, toilet 

Timber 

Tools  (of  trade).. 

Turpentine , 

VcMelcs. 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


Value 


f35.9Ifl 
4.K32 

226.331 

20.S(a 

6.371 

9.3J7 

1».013 


1,293,786 
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PIANOS  nr  JOHAHNESBUSO  AHD  POBT  ELIZABETH. 

[Consul  Edvln  N.  Gnnsanliu,  Johannesburg,  Sooth  Africa,  Sept.  18.] 

American  piano  manufacturers  who  seek  to  extend  their  trade  in 
the  JohannesDurg  consular  district  should  be  forewarned  of  the  cli- 
matic conditions  that  prevail  here.  This  city,  as  well  as  the  sur- 
rounding country,  has  an  altitude  of  almost  (5,000  feet,  and  the 
changes  in  temperature  are  rapid  and  radical.  On  account  of  tiie 
trying  conditions  produced  by  the  climate,  which  is  dry  and  warm 
in  summer  and  dry  and  cold  in  winter,  with  frequent  and  sudden 
falling  of  the  temperature  at  night  in  all  seasons,  certain  qualities 
are  considered  essential. 
Kinds  of  Instruments  in  Demand. 

Size  and  compactness  of  the  instrument  are  most  important.  What 
is  known  as  the  colonial  type  of  piano,  about  4  feet  3  inches  in 
height,  meets  this  requirement.  The  material  and  workmanship 
should  be  of  the  highest  grade.  It  is  advisable  that  the  piano  have 
an  iron  frame  and  oe  constructed  only  of  thoroughly  seasoned  ma- 
terial. Particular  attention  should  be  given  to  the  wrist  plank; 
and,  according  to  one  of  the  principal  piano  dealers  in  South  Africa, 
nothing  less  than  5-ply  material  should  be  \ised.  The  tone  also  is 
a  decisive  factor.  A  moderate  tone  usually  appeals  to  the  South 
African  buyer.  All  of  the  metal  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
instrument  should  be  of  a  nonrustable  nature,  and  only  grades  of 
ivory  and  celluloid  which  are  capable  of  withstanding  a  Crying 
climato  should  be  employed. 

The  upright  piano  seems  to  be  most  popular,  commonly  retailing 
for  about  $240.  The  style  is  simple,  ana  a  distinction  which  may 
|je  readily  appreciated  by  the  purchaser  is  imparted.  Such  pianos 
are  generally  finished  with  French  polish,  and  are  necessarily  of  a 
high  quality.  They  are  largely  imported  from  England  or  Ger- 
many, and  as  a  rule  have  either  mahogany  or  walnut  color. 

Kange  of  Prices  for  Types  in  Vse. 

Although  the  colonial  type  is  favored,  other  makes  are  sold  in  com- 
paratively large  quantities.  The  retail  prices  var^  according  to  the 
type,  material,  workmanship,  finish,  and  reputation  of  the  manu- 
facturer. They  range  from  $200  to  $350  and  from  $750  to  $900. 
Pianola  prices  range  from  $250  to  $1,350. 

Various  methods  have  been  employed  by  the  local  dealers  for  ex- 
tending the  sales  of  their  pianos.  Among  the  most  effective  may  be 
mentioned  advertising  in  the  daily  newspapers  and  weekly  illustrated 
publications;  the  trial  system,  employed  by  some  with  success;  and 
the  partial-payment  plan,  which  practically  all  firms  ih  this  city 
have  now  adopted.  Usually  the  equivalent  of  $25  United  States 
currency  is  paid  when  the  piano  is  delivered  at  the  hcMne  of  the  pur- 
chaser.   Thereafter  payments  of  $10  to  $15  per  month  are  required. 

Packing  for  transportation  should  receive  the  serious  attention  of 
exporters.  The  pianos  are  subjected  to  an  oversea  journey  and  often 
a  transfer  must  be  made  from  one  ship  to  another  on  account  of  tEe 
infrequency  of  direct  sailings  between  the  United  States  and  South 
African  ports.  A  method  which  has  met  the  approval  of  various 
local  dealers  is  to  pack  the  piano  in  a  strong  wooden  box,  whidi  is 
shaped  like  the  instrument.    This  box  should  be  lined  with  zinc 
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casings  to  enable  the  piano  to  withstand  cGmatic  changes.    The  piano 
should  then  be  belted  or  bolted  to  the  covering  material. 
Popular  Oerman  and  English  Instraments. 

Grermany's  success  in  the  sale  of  pianos  in  this  consular  district  is 
attributed  chiefly  to  the  particular  grade  of  instrument  the  manu- 
facturers of  that  country  wei-e  able  to  place  upon  this  market  at  a 
reasonable  price.  Perhaps  the  most  popular  German  products  are 
the  Konescher,  Seller,  Gunther,  Fischer,  Otto  Bach,  Sparnagel,  and 
Gors  &  Kallman,  while  those  of  English  manufacture  are  the  Hop- 
Mnson,  Eogers,  Squire,  Collard  &  Collard,  Chappell,  Broadwood, 
Brinsmead,  and  Burling  &  Mansfield. 

Both  Germany  and  England  have  adopted,  with  some  benefit  to 
their  export  trade,  long  terms  of  credit  and  easy  methods  of  pay- 
ment. Credit  is  often  granted  for  90  or  120  days.  The  German 
manufacturer  has  not  only  cooperated  in  every  possiblei  manner  with 
his  local  agent,  but  he  has  also  sent  special  representatives  to  travel 
throughout  the  country.  In  some  instances  the  manufacturer  has 
found  it  profitable  to  visit  South  Africa  and  study  the  requirements 
of  this  trade.  He  obtains  intimate  knowledge  of  selling  and  trade 
conditions  and  employs  any  legitimate  means  of  creating  a  special 
demand  for  his  piano.  , 

Vavorable  AUitmde  Toward  Amerloan  Piano*. 

Although  the  sale  of  English  and  German  pianos  has  been  com- 
paratively large,  it  is  not  known  that  there  are  any  special  reasons 
why  these  countries  are  better  fitted  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  South 
African  market  than  the  United  States.  American  pianos  are  well 
received  by  the  local  dealers  and  the  buying  public.  Their  workman- 
ship and  finish,  ab  a  rule,  are  admired,  and  a  ready  sale  probably  will 
be  found  if  American  manufacturers  are  able  to  compete  in  style, 
ptiee,  and  quality.    Competition,  however,  must  be  expected. 

Probably  the  most  serious  handicap  to  the  trade  in  this  class  of 
goods  at  present  is  the  unusually  high  scale  of  ocean  freight  rates. 
To  this  must  be  added  insurance  rates  and  increased  cost  of  handling 
cargo. 

Perhaps  no  more  propitious  time  to  enter  this  market  than  the 
present  will  ever  present  itself  to  American  manufacturers  of  pianos, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  shipments  from  America.  While  South 
Africa  is'  fortunate  in  being  served  by  the  Union-Castle  Co.,  African 
Shipping  Agency,  Aberdeen  Line,  White  Star  Line,  Natal  Direct 
Line,  and  various  other  lines,  sailings  have  been  more  or  less  irregu- 
lar and  broken  by  rather  long  intervals.  Although  freight  rates  in 
general  between  South  African  and  English  ports  have  been  in- 
creased, the  change  has  been  much  greater  between  South  African 
and  American  ports.  One  of  the  principal  dealers  states  that  the 
freight  on  pianos  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa  is, 
at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  about  350  per  cent  higher  than 
the  normal  rate. 
Veed  of  Direct  Steamihlp  Service. 

Importers  as  a  whole  agree  that  there  could  be  no  greater  stimulus 
to  trade  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa  than  would  be 
afforded  by  direct  steamship  service.  Existing  trade  relations  be- 
tween these  countries  are  affected  by  insufficirait  ocean  communica* 
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tion.  A  great  percentage  of  all  goods  now  coming  from  and  going  to 
the  United  States  must  be  rehandled  and  transshipped.  Not  only  is 
a  considerable  proportion  of  these  exchanges  subject  to  unloading 
from  one  steamship  to  another,  but  many  shipments  are  delayed  by 
having  to  be  sent  by  rail  from  one  point  to  another  in  England.  An 
increase  in  freight  rates  is  one  of  the  results,  and  this,  in  turn,  affects 
the  ultimate  consumption  of  the  product. 

Johannesburg,  with  a  population  of  263,274,  is  the  largest  city  in 
South  Africa  and  one  of  the  most  cosmopolitan  places  in  the  world. 
The  tastes  of  the  people  are  varied,  ranging  from  the  simplest  among 
the  natives  to  the  most  refined  and  cultivated.  Music  is,  and  has 
been,  therefore,  one  of  the  principal  means  of  satisfying  these  wants. 
At  least  75  per  cent  of  the  European  homes  of  the  city  are  provided 
with  musical  instruments  of  various  kinds.  The  piano  and  the 
gramophone  are  by  far  the  most  popular. 

In  order  to- satisfy  a  growing  love  for  music,  musical  academies 
and  conservatories  have  been  established  in  and  about  Johannesburg. 
Societies  deVoted  to  this  art  exist  throughout  the  consular  district 
The  Government  and  private  schools,  have  endeavored  to  foster  a 
love  for  music  by  encouraging  in  every  possible  manner  its  growth 
and  extension. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  musical  Instruments  In  the  JohannesburR  consular  dis- 
trict, as  announced  In  Comhebce  Uepobts  for  Sept.  21,  1916,  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices,  by  referring  to  file  No.  79728.  An  article  on  the  piano  mar- 
ket in  the  Durban  district  was  published  In  the  issue  of  Nov.  13,  1916.] 

(ConsQl  E.  A.  Wakefleia,  Port  EHlzabeth,  Oct.. 4.] 

Styles  that  are  Popular  in  Fort  Elizabeth. 

For  ordinary  general  trade,  the  piano  50  to  51  inches  high  and  25 
to  26  inches  deep,  retailing  in  Port  Elizabeth  for  $175  to  $250,  is  the 
most  popular.  The  British  and  German  pianos  that  have  been  most 
popular  here  for  many  years  correspond  to  the  pianos  of  American 
make  that  are  sometimes  called  three-fourths  size.  As  the  freight 
on  such  a  shipment  is  reckoned  at  the  rate  of  40  cubic  feet  of  space 
per  ton,  the  saving  in  freight  on  a  small  piano,  as  compared  with  the 
ordinary  American  upright,  is  an  important  consideratiffli. 

Stocks  of  pianos,  as  well  as  many  other  articles  of  trade  in  Sontii 
Africa,  are  carried  by  several  of  the  importing  firms,  so  that  the 
demand  may  readily  be  supplied  wiiii  little  or  no  delay.  This 
method,  adopted  in  connection  with  import  lines  from  Great  Britain, 
could  be  copied  by  American  exporters  to  ultimate  advantage.  Ex- 
tended-term payments  are  sometimes  granted  by  the  retailers.  This 
is  made  possible  when  favorable  terms  are  granted  to.  retailers  by 
importers  and  holders  of  stocks. 
Discrimination  In  Freight  Rates. 

Freight  charges  furnish  the  real  problem  in  connection  with 
American  piano  exports  to  South  Africa.  The  rate  from  London  to 
Port  Elizabeth  by  ordinary  freight  steamer  is  $20.44  per  ton,  and  by 
mail  steamer  $21.72  per  ton.  This  is  for  a  distance  of  about  6,000 
miles.  The  freight  from  New  York,  which  is  less  than  1,000  miles 
farther  away  than  London,  is  $48.97.  This  amounts  to  a  discrimina- 
tion against  American  pianos,  and  the  freight  difference  is  noticeable 
in  nearly  all  other  lines. 
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The  imports  of  musical  instruments  into  this  consular  district  in 
1913  amounted  to  $251,000,  in  1914  to  $196,500,  and  in  1915  to  $76,300. 
Of  these  imports,  approximately  80  per  cent  consisted  of  pianos. 
In  1913,  69  per  cent  were  from  Germany,  21  per  cent  from  Great 
Britain,  and  6  per  cent  from  America.  In  1915,  16  per  cent  were 
from  America. 

JCost  ProBtlilas  Salei  Kethodt. 

The  primary  and  most  essential  step  in  the  direction  of  increased 
trade  is  to  obtain  a  reasonable  freight  rate  from  New  York.  When 
this  has  been  accomplished  an  agent  should  be  selected.  A  large 
importing  firm  with  extensive  connections  throughout  the  country 
should  prove  satisfactory.  An  active  experienced  piano  dealer  might 
be  even  more  successful.  In  either  case  pianos  should  be  stocked  and 
arrangements  made  for  installment  payments  if  possible.  American 
organs  are  most  popular,  and  the  few  American  pianos  now  owned 
here  give  satisfaction. 

Pianos  should  be  shipj)ed  in  air-tight  zinc-lined  or  tin-lined  cases 
to  protect  them  from  moisture. 


rUTUBE  OF  MACHDrEBY  DT  FBSITCH  AOBICVLTTJBE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedits,  Paris,  Oct.  16.] 

Prof.  Max  Bingelmaim,  director  of  the  French  official  bureau  for 
testing  agricultural  machinery,  makes  the  following  statement  ccm- 
cerning  the  future  of  machinery  in  French  agriculture : 

Of  the  130,965,000  acres  included  within  the  frontiers  of  France  before  the 
war,  the  ogrlcultnrol  territory  amounted  to  123,552,000  acres,  of  which  the 
caltlvated  area  formed  113,668,000  acres.  Plows  drawn  by  cattle  or  horses 
were  employ«d  upon  the  following  areas : 


dope. 


Acres. 


Canals  and  grains 

Tubers ; 

B«»ts 

Anniinl  toraee  erofis 

Artificial  and  tcntporary  mosdows;  o<  tbe  7,S07,00O  acres  oocasiooally  devoted  to  this  pur- 
pose, then  are  plowed  each  year 

Total 


33,112,000 

3,9M,000 

741,000 

4,200.000 

1,730,000 


43,737,000 


Assuming  that  onjy  the  tenth  part  of  the  above  area — that  is  to  say,  4,374,000 
acres — admits  of  the  economical  employment  of  machinery,  it  would  appear  that 
17,000  farm  tractors  could  be  used  for  plowing  purposes  In  France. 

Of  the  5,500,000  agricultural  "exploitations"  of  France,  one  may  estimate 
at  85,000  the  number  which  are  likely  to  be  interested  In  the  use  of  machinery 
for  farming  purposes,  and  particularly  farm  tractors.  In  addition  to  appli- 
ances used  for  plowing,  scarifying,  harvesting,  etc.,  there  will  also  be  a  demand 
for  what  may  be  called  special  appliances,  particularly  those  which  will  be 
needed  by  vltlculturists ;  and  it  should  be  noted  tliat  the  vineyards  of  France 
have  a  total  area  of  more  than  3,700,000  acres. 

The  farm  machinery  needed  by  the  French  colonies  constitutes  a  distinct 
category  because  of  environmental  and  climatic  conditions  differing  from  those 
that  prevail  in  the  mother  country.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  machinery  will 
inrobably  be  used  upon  a  large  scale  in  general  land  improvements,  such  as 
(tearing  up  the  land  and  removing  stones  and  stumps,  which  farmers  now 
hesitate  to  undertake  with  only  the  aid  of  horse-drawn  appliances. 
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NEW  UQUOK  LAW  IN  ECUADOB. 

[Vice  Consul  Jamea  H.  Rotb,  Guayaquil,  Oct.  23.] 

The  liquor  industry  of  Ecuador  is  placed  on  a  new  basis  by  a  law 
passed  by  Congress,  and  published  in  El  Telegrafo  of  October  20. 
The  provisions  of  the  new  law  governing  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  liquor  ai'e  similar  to  those  applicable  to  the  tobacco  industry  in 
the  law  recently  promulgated  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  22]. 
The  text  of  the  law  is  summarized  briefly,  as  follows : 

The  domestic  manufacture  of  wine  and  spirits  is  permitted  only 
within  the  restrictions  of  this  law.  Sugar  growers  must  obtain 
licenses  if  their  crop  is  to  be  used  in  the  distiUation  of  spirits.  A 
tax  is  imposed  on  each  hectare  of  land  planted  with  sugar  cane  for 
distilling  purposes.  Distillers  must  obtain  licenses,  and  their  plants 
must  be  located  at  the  place  of  production  of  the  raw  material 
Distilleries  may  not  sell  their  products  in  less  than  10-liter  quantities. 
The  distillation  of  spirits  from  pan  sugar,  brown  sugar,  fruits,  and 
grains  is  prohibited.  Spirits  may  not  be  transported  without  a 
permit.  Licenses  for  selling  domestic  wines  and  spirits  will  be  sold 
at  auction  between  December  1  and  15  of  each  year,  but  the  first 
auction  shall  take  place  between  January  1  and  15,  1917.  A  special 
tax  shall  be  imposed  on  establishments  selling  imported  liquors. 
The  payment  of  liquor  revenues  assigned  by  special  laws  to  certain 
institutions  shall  continue  on  the  basis  of  an  average  annual  sum. 
While  this  law  is  in  force,  no  o^ther  tax  may  be  plaiced  on  liquors 
imported  for  the  use  of  municipalities  or  public  institutions.  Tbe 
law  becomes  effective  January  1,  1917. 


DOMINICAN  FOBT  BEGiriATIONS  BELAXED. 
[Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  J.  von  Zlellnskl,  Santo  Domingo,  Not.  1.] 

For  many  years  past  the  port  regulations  in  Santo  Domingo  have 
required  all  dock  laborers  to  register  at  the  office  of  the  commandant 
of  the  port,  and  have  restricted  vessels,  when  enga^ng  stevedore, 
to  the  laborers  so  registered.  This  system  led  to  considerable  delay, 
and,  further,  the  port  authorities  usually  demanded  a  share  of  the 
pay  from  the  laborer  and  often  also  a  fee  from  the  shipowners. 
The  men  laiew  that  they  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  com- 
mandant and  did  not  care  whether  or  not  their  actual  employers 
were  satisfied  with  their  work. 

A  new  decree,  published  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  on  October  11,  does 
away  with  this  system  and  enables  ships  to  obtain  dock  laborers 
wherever  they  can.  The  present  rate  is  $1  a  day  for  work  on  general 
cargo  on  the  dock  and  $1.50  on  board;  for  work  on  sugar  cargo, 
$1.50  on  the  dock  and  $2  on  board. 


'Argentine  Oovenunent  Encourages  Stock  Baising. 

The  Argentine  Department  of  Agriculture  has  appropriated  a  siim 
of  money  and  gold  medals  to  be  ^ven  as  prizes  at  a  stock  show  in 
Cordoba  and  at  a  poultry  exposition  in  Pergamino.  These  appro- 
priations, which  are  noted  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Boletin  Oficial, 
ai'e  in  conformity  with  the  policy  of  the  Argentine  Government  to 
encourage  agricultural  and  stock-raising  indi^ries. 
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ZEEDB  TlJIiVJfltaiTX'S  ZZFEBZKEiniS  IS  TLAX  GBOWINO. 

(Consul  Hosier  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  Bni^nd,  Oct.  8(K] 

Attention  has  recently  been  called  to  the  Leeds  University's  experi- 
ments in  flax  growing  by  the  visit  of  the  members  of  the  Textile 
Institute  Gingress  to  the  experiment  station  at  Selby,  Yorkshire, 
to  observe  what  is  being  done  in  the  attempt  to  reestjaolish  the  flax 
indost^  in  England.  The  enterprise  was  originated  in  1913  by  the 
Lieeds  University  and  the  Flax  and  Hemp  Growers'  Society,  working 
in  conjunction.  Mill  premises  were  secured  on  the  Kiver  Ouse  at 
Selby.  The  following  description  of  the  work  is  (quoted  from  the 
report  of  one  of  the  visitors  published  in  the  Yorkshire  Post : 

By  arrangement  with  nelghboriDg  farmers  abcmt  120  acres  are  planted  to  flax 
each  year,  and  the  crop  is  thai-eafter  sabjected  to  trials  is  the  Tarious  opera- 
tions connecte<l  with  the  production  of  flax  fiber.  All  these  processes  were 
demonstrated  to  the  visitors.  Passing  through  the  barns,  they  saw,  first,  the 
crashing  out  of  the  seed  (the  linseed  of  commerce)  from  the  straw  and  Its 
winnowing  and  dressing ;  then  tlie  binding  up  of  bundles  ready  for  retting  and 
the  retting  Itself — a  soalciog  operation  to  loosen  (by  a  long  period  of  fermenta- 
tion) the  fiber ;  then  the  drying  of  the  retted  bundles  in  sheaves  or  "  steeples  " 
set  up  in  a  field ;  the  mechanical  breaking  up  of  the  now  brittle  woody  parts  of 
each  stem  by  passing  through  fluted  rollers ;  and  finally  the  scotching  operation! 
separating  the  flax  fiber  from  the  rest  of  the  straw  ready  for  baling  and  sale. 

Objects  of  Iteteat  Baperlaeatt. 

In  an  address  to  the  visitors  at  the  museum,  Mr.  Jackson  gave  an  Interesting 
acconnt  <a  the  Industry  and  explained  the  objects  of  the  pres^it  experiments. 
Briefly,  the  idea  Is  to  find  out  the  cost  of  growing  flax  and  the  cost  of  mamifac- 
tanriBg  a  good  class  of  fiber  and  to  ascertain  if  it  can  be  produced  profitably 
enongb  to  warrant  a  revlTal  of  the  iidnstry  in  England.  As  he  pointed  out,  a 
fiber  of  high  quality  is  neceasarily  the  aim.  The  great  bulk  of  imported  flax 
came  from  Russia  before  the  war  and  was  of  low  qoality.  (Russia  t»t>dnced 
more  than  three-quarters  of  the  world's  supply.)  Only  Belgium,  Holland, 
Ireland,  and  France  produce  any  large  quantities  of  high-class  fiber.  The  ex- 
pense of  growing  and  the  high  cost  of  labor  in  England  are  serlotra  considera- 
ttoas,  but  accurate  records  are  being  kept 

As  to  the  processes  of  manufacture,  few  departnres  flrom  old  practice  In 
machinery  are  employed.  Mr.  Jackson  said  Pliny's  description  of  retting;  for 
example,  would  be  a  good  guide  even  to-day.  At  the  experiment  station,  how- 
ever, q;>ecial  attention  is  being  paid  to  trials  with  both  warm  and  cold  water 
retttng,  and  a  system  of  tanks  is  In  use  wherry  all  conditions  may  be  observed 
and  noted,  questions  of  temperature,  the  flow  of  water,  and  the  length  of 
treatment  all  being  involved.  And  besides  this  particular  research,  Investiga- 
tion is  being  made  in  such  matters  as  manures,  varieties  of, seeds,  systems  of 
cultivation,  and  improved  mechanical  means,  the  financial  side  of  the  business 
being  always  kept  in  view. 

With  regard  to  the  harvesting,  it  was  explained  that  casual  labor  had  to  Im 
onployed  and  the  necessary  pulling  by  band  (to  keep  the  ends  of  the  straw 
straight)  was  a  tedious  and  costly  (q)eratlon,  one  person  pulling  only  about  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  a  day.  An  encouraging  fact  recorded  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  science  was  the  production  of  a  seed  from  which  straw  9  inches 
longer  than  the  Dutch  variety  had  been  grown. 


FBICE  OF  DTESTUFF  CEHSUS. 

In  CoAUiEBCE  Bkpobts  for  November  23  it  was  incorrectly  stated 
that  the  price  for  "Artificial  Dyestuffs  Used  in  the  United  States," 
Special  Agents  Series  Na  121,  had  been  fixed  at  50  cents.  This  re- 
port may  be  purchased  for  30  c^its  from  the  Superintendent  of^ 
Docmnenta  Wa^ington,  or  from  the  nearest  district  oiEce  of  the' 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBKMENT  SUPPLIES  ASD  COHSTBTTCnOI. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  spedficatlons  can  osuall; 
be  obtained  at  the  points  whore  tbe  ^ods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  wbere  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tendere,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  callbig  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

BuUding  materials.  No.  3829. — Senle<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Sui>erintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D. 
C,  until  December  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  materials  re- 
quired for  guard's  balcony  and  ladder  track,  in  accordance  with  ^)ecifi- 
catlons  which  may  be  had  on  application  to  above-named  office. 

Pott-offlce  construction.  No.  3830. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  22,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at 
Dowagiac,  Mich.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  fbe 
custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the  above-named  oiBce. 

Uedical  supplies,  No.  3831. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  27,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Field  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  21  M  Street  NE.,  Waslilngton,  D.  C,  400  gallons  of  oleum 
tereblnthlnae  rectlficatum.  In  5-gallou  tin  containers. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  3832. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  January  18,  1917,  for  the  construction  of  the  post  office  at  Marion, 
S.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  -from  the  custodian 
of  the  site  at  Marion,  S.  C,  or  from  the  above-named  office. 

Iron  gates,  No.  B833. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United  States 
Reclamation  Service,  Denver,  Colo.,  until  December  20,  1916,  for  furnish- 
ing cast-iron  gates  and  gate  stands  for  Uio  Grande  Project,  New  Mexi(»- 
Texas.  About  12  tons  of  metal  work  will  be  required.  Speclflcations  miy 
be  had  on  ai^lication  to  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Denver, 
Colo.,  or  El  Paso,  Tex. 

Electric  lighting  plant,  etc.,  No.  3834. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
commanding  officer.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamer  Hydrograpber, 
Gulfport,  Miss.,  until  December  2,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  instailiog  a 
complete  electric  lighting  plant  and  a  steam  windlass  on  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamer  Hydrographer.  Form  of  prcflposai 
and  complete  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  above-named  officer. 

Bridge  construction,  No.  3835. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United 
States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  20,  1916. 
for  furnishing  and  erecting  one  steel  highway  bridge  consisting  of  four 
41-foot  6-incli  pony  truss  spans  of  the  spillway  at  Sherburne  Lakes  Dam, 
Milk  River  Project,  Mont.  Speclflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
above-named  office. 

Cranes,  No.  3836. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Tards 
and  Dock.s,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Decemlier  4,  1918, 
for  furnishing  two  fltting-out  cranes  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Mare  Island,  Val- 
lejo,  Cal.  Si)eclfications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Cable,  No.  3837. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  cblet 
signal  officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  9, 1916. 
for  furnishing  cable  In  accordance  with  specifications  which  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above-named  office.   Refer  to  proposal  No.  891. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  3838. — Sealed  prc^wsals  will  be  received  at  the  Medial 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  548  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  u 
until  December  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  4,200  bottles  |» 
chloretone  capsules.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  aiq;>UcaUon  w 
the  above-named  office. 
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structural  steel.  No.  38S9. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  December  8,  1916,  for  fur- 
nishing and  delivering  Bebont  horses,  props,  etc,  for  Dams  Nos.  21  and  22, 
Ohio  River.  Further  Information  may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Iron  and  steel  work,  No.  3840. — ^Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house inspector.  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  iron  and  wrought-steel  work  for 
Sabine  Bank  Light  Station,  Tex.  Farther  information  may  l>e  had  on 
application  to  tite  above-named  officer. 


AMEBICAH  CONSULAB  0FFICEB8  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 


The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
intierviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  £^ould  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Po»t. 


Bxplat- 
Uonsf 
venue. 


AddroBS. 


Albert,  Telbot  J 

Baaklln,  Geone  A 

Ckamberlin,  Qeorge  B 

D(H>,  Edward  A. 

Oamon,  John  A \ 

Banson,  QeogpC 

JenkinSi  Duuuas.. ....••.. 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Lbtoe,  Soren 

ICorg^,  Benry  B 

Saoegr,  Emil 

Smith,  FeUx  Willoofbby.. 

Smith,  James  A 

Bpahr,  Herman  I, 

T^ggart,  Q.  RasMlL 

Wlnslow,  EdwardD 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WUMdi,  Oebbard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanorer,  Germany.. 
Bordeaux,  FTaooe.... 
Oeorgetovm,  Ouiaoa. 


New 


8t.    Stephen, 
Bnmswtek. 
Corlnto,  Nicvagaa 


SwBtow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether. 

lands. 
Hamburg,  Germany. . 

Cologne,  Germany 

Tiflis,  Russia.......... 

Calcutta,  India 

Uontcvideo,  Uruguay. 
Cornwall,  Ontario 

Coponliagen,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  Mlqoolon. 

Qneheo,  Quebec 

Athens,  Qroece 


Dec.  2S 
Jan.  U 
Deo.  It 

Jan.    17 

Dea  U 


Dea  30 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  IS 

Dec  1 

Teh.  1 

Dee.  U 

Jan.  15 

Dec.  1 

Dee.  W 

D«a  U 


Deo.  25 
...do.... 
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OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DisTBiCT  orncES. 

KBW  TOBE:  Boom  409,  Cntonhouse. 
BOCTOH:  1801  Castomhene. 
CnCAflO:  B04  Federal  Balldlng. 
ST.  LOUIS:  4M  Tlilrd  National  Baak  Bnlldlng. 
ATUKTA:  581  Port  O0ea  Balldl^. 
KKW  OBLKAHS!  1*20  filherala  Bank  Balldlag. 
Bin  FBAHCI8C0:  SO;  Castomhoase. 
S48  ■eaty  BaUtfag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CI5CIHNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CUCIKNATI !  C,  5.  0.  ft  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
LOS  ANflELES:  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ghaadier  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  Soatk  Amerleaa  Agent,  South- 

era  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAHD,  OBBfl.:  Chamber  of  Coauieree. 
BAROHt  dreatei  TttjUu  AsMdsttra. 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OPPO&TinnTIES.      ' 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  dlatrlet  ofllcea.     Ueqnest 

■  for  each  opportunity  slionld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  otate  opportnnItT  ■umber. 

■   The  Bnrpan  does  not  furnish  credit  ratinKs  or  assume  responBlbiUty  as  to  tbe  Bfandins 

of  foreign  inquirers;  tlie  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.     Symtwls: 

*  Reported   by   Ameiicao   consular   otficers ;    t  Reported   by    commercial    attaches   and 

commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


AgTlcaltural  implements 23092 ;  23007 

Candies 28004 

Casings 23008 

Chamois  skins 23096 

Dress  shields 23091 

Druggists'  sundries 23004 

Farm  and  trade  Journals 23007 

Gut,  dried 23098 

Hardware 23097 

Hosiery 23089 ;  23094 

Incubators 23092 

Machinery 28088 

Millinery  supplies 23001 


Musical  Instrument  strings 23090 

Oils 23087 

Photographic  supplies 23096 

Seeds 23090 

Sheets,  cotton,  etc 23089 

Shoes 23M4 

Smokers'  articles 23090 

Snap  fasteners 23000 

Sponges 23095 

Tin,  sheet 23068 

Typewriters,  rebuilt 28093 

Umbrella  frames 28099 

Underwear . ; •__  28004 


230S7.t — A  newly  established  firm  in  Sweden  desires  to  r^resent  AmerieaH 
exporters  of  fuel  oil,  lubricating  oils,  and  cotton-seed  oil. 

23088.* — A.  man  in  Spain  desires  to  purcliase  sheet  tin,  and  machinery  for  cat- 
ting and  worliing  sheet  tin.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

23089.* — A  firm  in  Canada  wishes  to  purchase  cotton  and  flannellet  sheets,  and 
hosiery  in  cotton  and  fiber  silk.  The  representation  of  an  American  firm  in 
those  lines  is  also  desired.    References. 

23090.* — ^A  wliolesale  Importer  in  Argentina  is  desirous  of  receiving  catalyses 
and  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of  smoking  pipes,  cigarette 
and  cigar  holders,  cigarette  and  cigar  coses,  tobacco  pouches,  strings  for 
musical  instruments,  seeds,  etc.    Correspondence  in  Spanlsli.    References. 

23091.t — ^A  man  in  Holland  wishes  to  get  In  touch  with  manufiicturers  of  milli- 
nery supplies  and  novelties,  and  arm  shields. 

230O2.t — ^An  export  commission  house  on  the  Pacific  coast  informs  the  Bureau 
that  it  has  an  inquiry  from  a  firm  In  Russia  for  agricultural  machinery  and 
Implements,  and  incubators. 

23093.* — ^A  hardware  firm  in  Central  America  is  In  the  market  tot  12  rebaltt 
typewriters,  as  follows:  Three  (3)  14-inch  carriage,  pica  type  (standaid) ; 
3  14-lnch  carriage,  gothic  type;  3  standard-carriage  "letterhead,"  pica  type; 
and  3  standard-carriage  "letterhead,"  gothic  type.  Correspondence  is 
English.    References. 

23094.t — ^A  firm  of  manufacturers'  representatives  in  Australia  wishes  to  be 
placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  shoes,  underwear,  and 
hosiery  for  women  and  children,  candles,  and  druggists'  sundries.  Refer- 
ences. 

23095.* — ^An  established  firm  in  Denmark  Is  in  the  market  for  sponges  and 
chamois  skins.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

23096.* — A  commission  merchant  in  Spain  desires  to  represent  an  American 
photographic  supply  house,  handling  articles  such  as  dry  plates,  films, 
cameras,  sensitized  paper,  albumeuized  paper,  lenses,  developing  chemicals, 
holders,  etc.    References. 

23097.* — ^A  firm  in  South  Africa  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  aad 
export  terms  from  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements  and  light 
hardware.  The  firm  would  also  like  to  receive  sample  copies,  with  sub- 
scription rates,  of  American  publications  devoted  to  those  lines. 

23098.* — ^A  firm  in  Portugal  wishes  to  purchase  dried  guts  and  casings  in  salt 
in  barrels  and  bales.    Correspondence  in  Spanish  or  French.    References. 

23090.*— A  wholesale  dealer  in  Spain  is  desirous  of  purchasing  ombrdla  frsmee 
and  snap  fasteners.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 
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TEHPORAAY  TABIIT  BEDTTCTIOIV  OH  CLOTHING  IN  MEXICO. 

According  to  information  received  from  the  United  States  collector 
of  customs  at  El  Paso,  a  reduction  of  75  per  cent  in  the  duties  ap- 
plicable to  common  clothing  and  certain  fabrics  imported  into  Mexico 
IS  to  be  allowed  for  the  present.  [It  is  presumed  that  these  reduc- 
tions apply  to  the  articles  on  which  reduced  rates  were  authorized  by 
the  decree  of  January  8,  1916,  a  list  of  which  was  published  in 
Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No.  20  (p.  108).] 


INCSEASED  TBANS-PACIFIC  PASSENOEB  BATES. 

IConEuI  OeneriU  George  B.  Anderson,  IIongkoDg,  British  China,  Oct.  B.] 

Important  changes  in  the  course  of  trans-Pacific  passenger  traffic 
■which  were  impending  some  time  before  the  war  have  been  inaugu- 
rated in  an  increase,  effective  October  1,  in  passenger  fares  for  first- 
cabin  passengers  on  the  vessels  of  the  principal  lines.  The  chief 
change  is  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  first-class  passage  from  Hongkong 
to  San  Francisco,  Vancouver,  or  Seattle  from  $225 — or  rather  the 
pound-sterling  equivalent  of  $225  American  gold — ^to  $250  American 
gold,  the  American  currency  hereafter  to  be  the  basis  of  all  trans- 
Pacific  rates,  thus  abandoning  a  long-established  custom  of  the  trade 
80  far  as  rates  eastward  are  concerned. 

In  trans-Pacific  rates  for  passengers  there  are  two  divisions,  that 
from  San  Francisco,  Vancouver,  or  Seattle  to  Yokohama  and  that 
from  such  American  ports  to  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and  Manila. 
Heretofore  the  rate  from  Yokohama  to  the  American  ports  has  been 
the  equivalent  of  $200  American  gold,  while  the  rate  from  Hong- 
kong, Manila,  and  Shanghai  has  been  the  equivalent  of  $225  Ameri- 
can gold.  This  difference  is  really  out  of  proportion  to  the  compara- 
tive length  of  the  voyage  to  the  several  ports,  but  the  steamer  com- 
panies have  reasoned  that  a  passenger  to  or  from  Yokohama  used 
cabin  accommodations  which  would  otherwise  be  available  for  the 
longer  voyages  with  the  larger  fare  and  should  therefore  pay  more 
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in  proportion.     The  same  reasoning  has  applied  to  fares  between 
San  Francisco  and  Honolulu,  which  were  even  larger  in  proportion, 
and  for  the  same  reason. 
Change  Affects  All  Fares. 

Under  the  new  schedule  of  rates  the  fare  to  and  from  Yokohama 
remains  at  the  present  rate,  the  increase  in  direct  fare  applying  only 
to  the  more  distant  ports.  However,  all  fares  are  raised  in  a  way, 
for  the  agreement  between  the  steamshsip  companies  now  effective 
abolishes  all  special  rates  except  a  one-year  round-trip  rate.  Special 
rates  included  percentage  reduction  of  fares  for  missionaries  and 
officers  of  various  Governments  resident  in  the  Far  East  passing  to 
and  from  their  posts  and  also  a  six-months  round-trip  rate. 

The  passenger  agreement  on  which  the  rates  noted  are  based  is 
effective  bet\yeen  the  Canadian  Pacific  Ocean  Services  (Ltd. ) ,  theToyo 
Kisen  Kaisha,  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  There  is  some 
question  as  yet  as  to  the  course  to  be  followed  by  other  lines,  notably 
tne  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  with  its  service  to  Seattle.  It  is  under- 
stood that  this  company  will  adopt  rates  showing  a  similar  increase, 
though  its  charges  will  remain  lower  than  the  standard  fares  noted, 
and  its  course  will  continue  to  be  independent  of  the  conference  lines. 
The  China  Mail  Steamship  Co.  will  maintain  present  rates.  The 
three  companies  in  the  agreement  issue  interchangeable  tickets.  In- 
termediate service  at  lower  rates  is  furnished  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
line  on  the  Empress  of  Japan  and  the  Monteagle  and  by  the  Toyo 
Kisen  Kaisha  on  the  Nippon  Maru  and  the  Persia  Maru.  While  no 
definite  announcement  has  been  made  it  is  understood  in  shipping 
circles  here  that  rates  on  other  linesjsuch  as  the  Blue  Funnel,  the 
Java-China,  and  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  will  be  advanced  pro- 
portionately. 

SN0WPL0W8  FOE  FEW  BBTTirSWICK  TOWNS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Oow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Branswlck,  Canada.  Nor.  13.] 

The  city  of  Fredericton  is  endeavoring  to  procure  in  Canada  a 
new  snow-plowing  apparatus  for  that  city.  A  plow  is  said  to  be 
made  in  this  country  for  about  $60  that  will  serve  the  purpose  of 
towns  of  a  population  of  2,000  to  7,500.  The  new  plow  now  under 
consideration  at  Fredericton  not  only  clears  the  sidewalk  of  snow, 
but  cuts  the  ice  (on  the  street),  making  unnecessary  the  covering  of 
walks  with  sand  in  the  winter  months. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  manufacturers  of  snowplows  write 
at  once,  with  full  details  as  to  prices,  patterns,  etc.,  to  the  city  clerk 
of  the  following  towns  in  this  district,  all  in  New  Brunswick: 
Fredericton,  W<K>dstock,  St.  Stephen,  Milltown,  St.  Andrews,  and 
McAdams. 

Snowplows  made  mostly  or  all  of  wood,  imported  from  the  United 
States,  would  probably  come  under  item  506  of  the  general  tariff, 
paying  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  Mrith  an  additional  surtax  of  7J  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  Snowplows  of  iron  or  steel  would  be  subject  to  « 
duty  of  27^  per  cent  ad  valorem,  including  the  surtax. 

The  first  section  of  the  Cuzco-Santa  Ana  Railway,  extending  30 
miles  to  the  village  of  Poroy,  was  opened  on  October  22,  accoroing 
to  a  notice  in  the  West  Coast  Leader. 
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IHFOBTABT  TESTS  OF  AUEEICAir  CLAY  BEFBACTOSIES. 

One  of  the  most  elaborate  investigations  dealing  with  tests  of  the 
finished  clay  refractories  of  this  country  ever  undertaken  has  been 
started  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  in  cooperation 
•with  the  American  Refractories  Manufacturers  Association  and  the 
American  Gas  Institute.  It  is  proposed  to  make  this  work  the  basis 
of  a  system  of  classification  and  specifications  governing  the  several 
classes  of  fire-clay  refractories. 

The  bureau  also  has  begun  preliminary  work  on  another  investiga- 
tion dealing  with  a  phase  of  the  same  industry,  using  a  dolomite  in 
certain  metallurgical  furnaces  as  a  refractory.  Usually  the  burned 
dolomite  is  placed  directly  in  position  in  the  furnace  with  tar  or  some 
other  combustible  material  as  a  binder.  "Where  the  lining  was  of  such 
a  nature  that  it  had  to  be  made  of  brick,  magnesite  brick  was  used. 
The  price  of  magnesite  brick,  however,  has  advanced  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  use  of  this  material  has  become  almost  prohibitive.  It  has 
been  suggested  at  various  times  that  dolomite  might  be  burned  in 
such  a  manner,  or  with  the  addition  of  such  impurities  that  the  lime 
present  in  it  would  not  slake,  except  after  an  extended  period,  making 
it  possible  to  produce  a  brick  of  this'  material  which  would  replace 
the  magnesite  orick.  The  bureau  by  its  investigation  will  determine 
the  possibility  of  producing  such  a  burned  dolomite. 

Xontb's  Becord  in  Clay  Prodii«tB  and  Olass. 

The  bureau  during  the  month  of  October  conducted  manv  experi- 
ments dealing  with  clay  products  and  glass.  In  the  fire-brick  investi- 
gation 24  sets  of  10  specimens  each  were  prepared,  corresponding 
to  24  brands  of  fire  brick,  and  the  results  obtained  were  plotted.  For 
porosity  and  density  determinations,  144  specimens  of  fire  brick  were 
prepared,  corresponding  to  24  new  brands. 

In  the  silica-Brick  investigation  the  volume  of  expansion  of  82 
specimens  of  silica  brick  was  determined.  In  the  investigation  of 
the  effect  of  calcine  in  fire-clay  bodies  60  specimens  were  nred,  and 
work  previously  done  was  recalculated  and  checked.  In  the  porce- 
lain investigation  two  firings,  a  biscuit  and  a  glost  bum  were  made. 
In  the  glass  investigation  10  pots  with  and  without  lining  were  made 
up  and  a  run  with  3  pots  and  another  set  charged  for  fusing.  Four 
sets  of  clay-graphite  mixtures  were  made  up  tor  graphite  crucibles 
for  the  study  of  the  carbon  retention,  due  to  the  use  of  different  clays. 
In  the  cement  investigation  198  briguets,  24  two-inch  cubes,  153  two- 
inch  cylinders,  and  72  six-inch  cyhnders  were  tested.  Forty  speci- 
mens of  terra  cotta  were  subjected  to  tests. 


AHEBICAK  COTTON  GOODS  OAIK  IN  AUSTBAIIA. 

The  "Australian  Traveler"  of  October  4  comments  upon  the  in- 
crease in  the  importation  of  cotton  cloth  from  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year,  stating  that  American  goods  are  replacing  those 
of  liuropean  origin.  According  to  figures  supplied  by  Commercial 
Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  of  Melbourne,  Australia's  cotton-cloth 
imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 
1916,  totaled  $1,708,800  in  value,  as  compared  to  $880,320  for  the 
preceding  twelvemonth. 
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JJSE  OF  FESTHIZEBS  IH  CnfAOELOTIFE. 

[Consul  Henry  T.  WUaon,  Goadeloape,  French  Weat  Indies,  Not.  U.) 

Fertilizers  are  imported  into  Guadeloupe  solely  for  use  on  the 
sugar  plantations.  The  continuous  i)lantings  and  replantings  of 
sugar  cane  have  so  reduced  the  fertility  oi  the  cane  fields  that 
fertilizers  are  now  a  necessity. 

While  the  exact  proportions  of  the  ingredients  used  by  the 
planters  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  soil  and  the  age  of  the  cane 
plants,  the  formulas  most  in  favor  are  as  follows:  (1)  Sulphate  of 
ammonia,  30  per  cent:  sulphate  of  potash,  15;  nitrate  of  soda,  10; 
and  superphosphate  of  lime,  45.  (2)  Dissolved  Peruvian  guano,  90 
per  cent ;  and  nitrate  of  soda,  10. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  however,  the  high  prices 
of  sulphate  of  potash  and  nitrate  of  soda  have  forced  the  plant»:s  to 
abandon  the  use  of  these  ingredients  and  to  substitute  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  sidphate  of  ammonia.  In  some  cases  Peruvian  guano  is 
being  used  exclusively. 
Importt  of  Fertilisers. 

Statistics  showing  the  imports  of  fertilizers  for  1915  are  not 
available,  but  those  for  previous  years  show  that  2,237  metric  tons, 
valued  at  $42,540,  were  imported  during  1913,  and  3,027  tons,  valued 
at  $115,308,  during  1914.  There  was  one  small  importation  from  the 
United  States  during  1913,  amounting  to  25.5  tons,  valued  at  $510. 
Owing  to  the  great  increase  in  prices  caused  by  the  war,  the  average 
cost  per  ton  during  1914  was  about  $38,  or  twice  that  of  1913. 

Some  of  the  planters  prefer  to  buy  ready  mixed  fertilizer,  while 
others  buy  the  ingredients  and  prepare  the  mixture  to  suit  themsdves. 
In  any  case,  however,  the  chemicals  are  imported  in  bags  and  come 
almost  entirely  from  England  and  France. 

Although  .Ajnerican  fertilizers  are  not  unknown  and  although  they 
are  admitted  free  of  duty  in  common  with  the  fertilizers  from  aU 
other  countries,  they  have  not  become  popular.  The  planters  are 
satisfied  with  the  kinds  they  have  been  receiving  from  Europ,  and 
as  American  fertilizers  have  never  been  seriously  advertised  or 
demonstrated,  planters  do  not  care  to  make  a  change.  If  American 
manufacturers  are  in  a  position  to  sell  their  products  at  prices  that 
compare  favorably  with  those  paid  for  the  European,  and  are  willing 
to  demonstrate  the  value  of  their  goods,  a  good  market  for  American 
fertilizers  may  in  time  be  created. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  fertilizers  In  Guadeloupe  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  82120.] 


AUSTRALIA  ANB  THE  FAB  EAST  FLOUB  HASEET. 

Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain  reports  from  Sydney  that  the 
Australian  millers  anticipate  regaining  the  flour  market  of  the  Far 
East  which  has  been  lost  on  account  of  the  American  millers  selling 
at  more  favorable  terms.  There  is  a  large  surplus  of  last  year's 
wheat  still  in  Australia,  and  the  1916-17  yield  promises  weU  on 
account  of  the  exceptional  rainfall  this  year  over  the  wheat  area. 
The  Sydney  bakers  are  buying  flour  at  £10  15s  ($52.80)  per  ton, 
delivered  at  present. 
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TRADE  COHSmOHS  IN  NEW  SOTTTH  WALES. 

[Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Not.  6.] 

Although  it  is  somewhat  early  to  give  an  accurate  forecast  of  the 
probable  wheat  yield  of  New  South  Wales,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  statistician  has  not  yet  completed  his  returns,  many 
private  estimates  anticipate  a  yield  approximating  last  year's  record 
production  of  67,000,000  bushels.  The  winter  rains  in  the  wheat- 
producing  areas  of  New  South  Wales  have  been  extraordinary,  and 
the  ground  has  had  such  a  soaking  that  crop  failure  from  lack  of 
moisture  is  almost  impossible. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  two-thirds  of  last  year's  yield 
has  not  yet  been  shipped.  The  stores  of  Sydney  are  full  and  huge 
stacks  of  bagged  wheat  may  be  seen  in  the  open,  covered  with  iron. 
In  the  country,  owing  to  congestion  in  Sydney,  it  has  frequently  been 
found  impossible  to  forward  the  wheat,  so  that  the  waste  will  be 
enormous  owing  to  bad  stowage  and  rats.  Another  problem  that 
farmers  will  have  to  face  this  season  is  the  question  of  labor,  whith 
is  becoming  scarcer  every  day. 

All  wheat  is  bagged,  and  none  is  dealt  with  in  bulk  by  the  elevator 
system.  A  scheme  is  now  under  consideration,  however,  for  the 
erection  of  elevators  in  the  citv  and  country,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  will  be  £2,000^00  ($9,733/)00  at  the  normal  exchange  rate). 
The  Sydney  elevator  will  have  an  initial  storage  capacity  of  3,000,000 
bushels,  but  will  be  extended  later  to  hold  15,(WO,00<)  bushels.  On  the 
basis  of  a  40,000j000-bushel  export  crop,  a  conservative  estimate  of 
the  probable  savmg  per  annum  is  £788,000  ($3,835,000),  assuming 
that  marine  insurance  and  freight  will  not  be  increased  for  bulk 
cargoes. 
Business  Quiet — Financial  Conditions — ^Wool  Season. 

Business  conditions  in  New  South  Wales  imtil  lately  have  been 
good,  but  recently  things  seem  to  have  slackened  off.  At  present  the 
money  spenders  are  undoubtedly  the  wage-earning  classes,  who  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  high  wages,  are  earning  considerably 
more  than  usual.  Owing  to  its  doclung  and  shipping  conveniences, 
most  of  the  transport  fitting  work  is  executed  at  Sydney,  which 
means  the  local  circulation  of  a  considerable  amoimt  in  the  .shape  of 
wages  and  material.  The  pastoral  and  agricultural  seasons,  with  the 
accompanying  high  prices  paid  for  wool,  have  also  been  important 
factors.  Where  factories  are  able  to  maintain  their  output  tney  are 
generally  finding  an  excellent  demand  at  remunerative  prices.  The 
Commonwealth  Government  has  just  foreshadowed  additional  taxa- 
tion; to  this  and  other  causes  is  doubtless  due  the  present  general 
quietness  in  trade.  The  building  trade  is  specially  quiet,  but  this  is 
attributed  largely  to  the  operations  of  the  Fair  Rents  Act,  which  has 
now  been  in  force  for  some  time,  and  to  the  high  price  and  scarcity 
of  raw  materials. 

The  premier  of  New  South  Wales  has  just  made  his  financial  state- 
ment and  announced  that  the  year's  operations  have  resulted  in  a 
surplus  of  £150,000  ($730,000).  It  was  also  announced  that  the  de- 
posits in  the  savings  banks  had  increased  by  more  than  £1,000.000 

($1,867,000),  and  m  the  trading  banks  By  more  than  £10,000,000 

($48,665,000). 
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The  wool  season,  which  has  just  commenced,  promises  to  be  good, 
prices  being  perha])s  a  trifle  lower  than  the  hi^h  closing  prices  of  last 
season.  The  quantity  and  quality  available  will  be  abmit  the  same  as 
last  season. 

ISew  Harbor  at  Fort  Kembla. 

Port  Kembla,  when  it  is  finished,  will  be  one  of  the  finest  harbors 
of  New  South  Wales.  The  work  of  construction  in  connection  with 
the  breakwater  and  wharfage  accommodations  has  been  proceeding 
for  15  years  but  is  now  nearing  completion.  The  port  is  situated  50 
miles  south  of  Sidney  and  is  destined  to  be  the  shipping  port  for  the 
bulk  of  the  coal  from  the  southern  fields.  Vessels  or  any  tonnage  can 
now  enter  in  all  weathers  and  unload  cargoes  with  perfect  safety. 
The  depth  of  water  at  the  northern  end  of  the  breakwater  is  65  feet 
and  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  breakwater  70  feet,  with  an  average 
of  70  feet  between  the  two  walls.  At  the  new  coal-loadingjetty  there 
is  a  depth  of  33  feet  at  low  tide,  with  a  5-foot  range.  The  ea^m 
breakwater  is  now  out  a  distance  of  2,775  feet,  and  the  northern  2,910 
feet.  It  is  being  constructed  of  blocks  of  basalt  with  a  minimum 
weight  of  4  tons  each.  Storage  bins  with  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons  for 
storing  coke  are  being  built,  and  the  old  high-level  jetty  is  being  dis- 
mantled. The  electrically-driven  coal-loading  plant  has  been  in 
ojjeration  for  12  months,  and  by  its  means  800,000  tons  of  coal  have 
been  tipped  into  all  sizes  of  vessels.  At  present  vessels  can  be  loaded 
at  the  rate  of  680  tons  \iev  hour,  but  the  machinery  can  be  geared  up 
to  850  tons  per  hour.  , 

Port  Kembla  is  the  most  important  industrial  center  of  the  Illa- 
warra  district.  The  extensive  premises  of  the  Electrolytic  Eefining 
&  Smelting  Co.  in  this  district  produced  last  year  gold,  alver,  and 
copper  to  the  value  of  £2,365,725  ($11,512,801),  showing  an  increased 
production  over  the  preceding  year  of  £738,339  ($3,593,127).  Adja- 
cent thereto  are  large  coke  factories. 

Troposed  Change  in  Tonnagre  Sates. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Sydney  Harbor  Bates  Act  of  1904,  now  being 
considered  by  Parliament,  is  of  special  interest  to  owners  and  char- 
terers of  tramp  steamers  over  5,000  tons.  Owing  to  the  interpreta- 
tion that  has  been  placed  on  the  Sydney  Harbor  Trust  Act  of  1904, 
large  vessels  can  not  be  rated  on  their  gross  tonnage  under  that  act 
but  are  restricted  to  net  tonnage.  That  act  provides  that  ships  of 
more  than  5,000  tons  shall  be  exempt  and  that  ships  should  not  be 
charged  for  wharfage  on  public  holidays  or  Sundays.  This  is  n 
serious  matter  to  the  Sydney  Harbor  Trust,  as  it  finds  that  it  can  not 
possibly  berth  the  large  tramp  ships  that  come  to  this  port  at  the 
inadequate  rates  now  charged. 

The  alterations  proposed  are  as  follows :  Section  7  of  the  Sydney 
Harbor  Rates  Act  of  1904  is  to  be  repealed  and  the  following  section 
inserted  in  its  place: 

"The  tonnage  rates  to  be  levied  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  one-half 
penny  for  each  ton  of  the  gross  measurement  of  the  vessel  for  each 
complete  period  of  24  hours,  and  for  periods  of  less  than  24  hours  at 
the  rate  ot  one-eighth  of  a  penny  for  each  period  of  six  hours  or  part 
thereof." 
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Decrease  in  Coal  Export* — Oold  Yield. 

The  coal  exports  from  Newcastle  for  the  half-year  ended  June  30 
last  reached  1,580,547  tons,  as  compared  with  1,880,193  tons  for  the 
corresponding  six  months  of  last  year,  showing  a  falling  off  of 
299,646  tons.  The  chief  reasons  for  the  decrease  are  the  prevailing 
high  rates  of  freight  and  the  scarcity  of  tonnage. 

The  gold  yield  of  New  South  Wales  for  the  first  eight  months  of 
this  year  amoimted  to  74,657  ounces  crude,  equal  to  59,648  ounces 
fine,  valued  at  £253,370  ($1,233,025),  as  compared  with  113,320  ounces 
crude,  equal  to  90,883  ounces  fine,  valued  at  £385,835  ($1,877,666),  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1915. 

Cantilever  Bridge  from  Sydney  to  North  Sydney. 

The  proposal  to  construct  a  bridge  to  connect  the  northern  and 
southern  shores  of  the  harbor  has  ^n  rejected  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  on  the  ground  that  the  present  time  is  inopportune,  owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  materials  and  of  labor.  There  is  not  a  sufficiently 
large  plant  in  Australia  for  the  required  work,  and  it  was  the  inten* 
tion  oi  the  Government  to  invite  world-wide  tenders  for  its  construc- 
tion. The  necessity  for  the  bridge  is  not  questioned,  but  it  may  now 
be  safely  said  that  tenders  will  not  be  invited  till  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  Following  are  a  few  particulars  of  the  design  agreed  upon : 
Bridge  to  be  of  the  cantilever  type,  extending  from  Dawes  Point  to 
Milsons  Point,  and  giving  accommodation  for  four  lines  of  railway — 
two  to  be  used  as  tramways  pending  the  electrification  of  the  city 
railways^  one  footway  15  feet  wide,  one  motor  roadway  17  feet  6 
inches  wide,  and  one  roadway  35  feet  wide.  The  distance  across  the 
bridge,  including  approaches,  is  1^  miles,  and  a  headway  170  feet 
above  water  level  will  be  provided.  The  cost,  including  £100,000 
($487,000)  for  land  resumption,  was  estimated  at  £3,193,000 
($15,639,000). 

It  is  proposed  to  tax  property  owners  in  a  declared  betterment  area 
to  meet  the  interest  charge  on  the  capital  expended. 

Hew  Indnstries  at  Sydney. 

One  result  of  the  war  has  been  the  establishment  of  new  industries 
at  Sydney.  One  of  the  largest  retailers  is  now  holding  an  exhibition 
at  the  company's  Avorkrooms  of  the  various  articles  manufactured. 
At  present  the  firm  is  carrying  on  not  less  than  24  different  indus- 
tries and  employs  700  hands.  A  new  line  manufactured  is  leather 
goods,  such  as  pocket  wallets,  leather  cases,  music  cases,  and  book 
carriers,  most  of  which  were  previously  imported  from  Germany. 
Other  examples  of  new  local  manufactures  include  women's  knitted 
golf  coats,  which  until  recently  also  came  from  Germany.  Many 
lines  of  men's  clothing,  trunks,  bags,  suit  cases,  and  regalia,  the  bulk 
of  which  were  previously  imported,  are  now  being  manufactured  in 
large  quantities.  It  is  claimed  that  the  articles  are  equal  to  those 
imported  and  in  many  cases  cost  less,  because  the  raw  materials 
that  are  imported  are  not  subject  to  the  heavy  customs  tariff  imposed 
on  ready-made  material. 

Shipbuilding  at  Sydney. 

Outside  of  the  vessels  built  at  the  naval  shipyard,  Sydney,  what  is 
stated  to  be  the  largest  vessel  built  in  the  southern  hemisphere  was 
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recently  launched.  It  was  built  for- the  Victorian  Public  "Works  De- 
partment and  is  a  steel  twin-screw  sand-suction  hopper  dredge  of  the 
following  dimen^ons:  Length,  233  feet  between  perpendiculars;  over 
all,  241  feet ;  breadth,  37  feet ;  depth,  16  feet  6  inches ;  tonnage,  1,200. 
The  vessel  will  be  propelled  by  two  sets  of  triple-expansion  engines 
of  600  horsepower  each,  supplied  with  steam  from  two  large  return 
tubular  boilers  at  a  working  pressure  of  160  pounds.  The  propelling 
and  pumping  engines,  sand  pumps,  air  and  circulating  pumps, 
winches,  hydraulic  pumps  and  gear,  and  the  two  main  boilers  were 
all  manufactured  by  the  builders. 


AGBICTTITTTBAL  CONSITIOirS  IN  HOBTHEASTEBir  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Harst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  16.] 

The  vintage  has  now  terminated  under  favorable  conditions  in 
most  parts  of  northeastern  Spain.  In  the  Provinces  of  Baroel<ma 
and  Lerida  the  grapes  were  abimdant  and  of  fine  quality.  In  Tar- 
ragona a  dry  summer  reduced  the  quantity  of  the  fruit,  but  the 
flavor  is  rich  and  the  vines  show  no  signs  of  disease.  In  the  Province 
of  Saragossa  black  rot  was  detected  in  the  vineyards,  and  its  ravages 
were  checked  by  energetic  treatment.  Phylloxera  is  reported  to  have 
reappeared  in  Navarre,  although  not  in  dangerous  form;  neverthe- 
less, nitrogenous  manures  are  being  used  and  American  vines  planted. 

Although  the  olives  are  still  largely  ungathered,  it  is  evident  that 
the  crop  has  suffered  from  unusual  heat  and  lack  of  rain,  conditions 
which  have  reduced  the  size  of  the  fruit.  In  Aragon  a  moderate  crop 
is  expected  J  in  Urgel  there  are  prospects  of  the  greatest  yield  of  a 
decade ;  while  the  Tortosa  crop  is  a  failure,  the  ohves  being  few  and 
dry.    Only  half  the  usual  yield  is  looked  for  in  the  Ebro  district. 

Eeports  from  Saragossa,  Teruel,  Iluesca,  and  Navarre  indicate 
good  cereal  crops,  but  difficulty  is  experienced  in  transporting  the 
grain  owing  to  the  lack  of  freight  oars.  This  is  partially  due  to  the 
reduced  number  of  ships  in  the  coastwise  trade,  which  has  resulted 
in  overtaxing  the  railroads.  Winter  seeding  has  be^n,  and  in  the 
meantime  farmers  complain  of  lack  of  rain.  The  rice  crop  of  the 
Ebro  district  is  stated  to  be  abundant  and  of  excellent  quality. 

The  citrus  fruits  of  Tarragona  are  in  good  condition,  but  orange 
growers  fear  a  poor  season  on  account  of  restricted  foreign  markets. 
It  is  expected  here  that  there  will  be  a  demand  in  Canada  for  Spanish 
figs  owing  to  lessened  shipments  from  Greece  and  Turkey. 


HSHEBT  FBOBUCTS  LANDED  AT  SEATTLE. 

A  statement  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  of 
the  quantities  and  values  of  certain  fishery  products  landed  at  SeattlCj 
Wash.,  by  American  fishing  vessels  during  the  month  of  October, 
1916,  shows  that  there  were  51  trips  and  that  the  ships  landed 
1,327,948  pounds  of  fresh  halibut,  valued  at  $129,325,  and  704,000 
pounds  of  fresh  black  cod,  valued  at  $17,682,  a  total  of  2,031,948 
pounds,  valued  at  $147,007. 

A  statement  of  other  fishery  products  taken  in  Puget  Sound  and 
landed  in  Seattle  by  collecting  vessels  in  October  covered  quantities 
of  sturgeon,  salmon,  trout,  smelt,  perch,  red  rockfish,  flounders,  and 
sole,  amounting  to  2,995,205  pounds,  valued  at  $113,681. 
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CEYLON. 

By  TIcc  Consul  Jobn  A.  Nye^  Colombo,  AoKOst  23, 

Ceylon's  trade  in  1915  was  affected  by  the  shortage  of  ocean  ton- 
nage, heavy  increases  in  freight  and  insurance  charges,  export  re- 
strictions on  certain  products,  and  occasional  losses  of  steamers  laden 
with  cargo.  Despite  these  handicaps  and  restrictions,  however,  the 
total  trade  of  Ceylon  for  1915  was  the  largest  recorded  in  its  history. 
This  was  due  to  the  great  increase,  in  both  quantity  and  value,  in 
the  exports  of  the  staple  products  of  the  island. 
Trade  Xetnms  for  Ten  Tears. 

The  total  value  of  Ceylon's  imports  and  exports  for  .1916,  ex- 
clusive of  specie  and  bunker  coal,  was  $141,781,823,  of  which  $532089,- 
640  represents  imports  and  $88,692,283  exports  and  reexports.  These 
figures  indicate  a  trade  balance  in  favor  of  Ceylon  of  $35,602,743,  or 
an  excess  in  value  of  exports  over  imports  equivalent  to  67  per  cent. 

The  following  table  diows  the  annual  value  of  Ceylon's  imports 
and  exports  (excluding  treasure  and  coal  for  steamers)  for  the  last 
10  years : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports  and 
reexporis. 

TotaL 

1906 

836,592,605 
38,952,093 
39,717,260 
40,697,439 
48,728,475 
50,931,526 
56,880,615 
60,368,312 
55,905,553 
53,089,540 

835,594,111 

41,971,373 
41,«39,G25 
47,(159,140 
64,0ff<,935 
,W,5li8,703 
64,547,M2 
7r>,  WS,  731 
70,844,514 
SS,C.92,2S3 

fra,186,713 
80,923,460 
81,556,882 
88,356,576 
108,737,410 
100,500,485 
121,428,224 
135,957,048 
126,750,007 
141,781,823 

1907..             

1908 

1900 

1010 

ISll 

1912 

1913  . 

1914 

1J15 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  for  imports  Ceylon  was  a  rapidly 
expanding  market  (chiefly  manufactures),  having  made  steady  an- 
nual increases  from  $36,692,595  in  1906  to  $60,368,312  in  1913.  The 
first  year  of  the  war  caused  a  sharp  decline  of  nearly  $4,500,000,  and 
the  second  year  a  still  further  decline  of  nearly  $3,000,000,  but  these 
were  not  the  result  of  a  decreased  purchasing  power,  but  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  getting  orders  filled  and  commodities  transported.  The 
trade  balance  of  1915  indicates  that  the  islapd  was  never  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition. 

Exports  (including  reexports)  for  1915,  which  exceeded  those  of 
1914  by  nearly  $18,000,000  and  those  of  1913  by  over  $13,000,000, 
were  more  than  double  the  value  of  those  in  1908.  Due  allowance 
must  be  made  for  prevailing  conditions  in  making  permanent  deduc- 
tions from  these  statistics. 
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IMstribiitlen  of  Trade. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  trade  of  Ceylon 
(including  specie)  with  the  principal  countries  of  the  world  in  1914 
and  1915: 


Countries 

Imports  from. 

Exports  and  reexports  to. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

UU 

British  Empire: 

United  KinRdom 

U«.  709. 682 

1,144,731 

723  (53 

3,5.30 

31,275.081 

433.227 

679. 116 

4,997.592 

338.230 

444.4.<>8 

255.058 

297.081 

22.904 

467,636 

1,394,506 

287.280 

25.8.014 

95.5  793 

836.482 

477.613 

f>l,f02 

492,  c^g 

5,563 

f.V977 
IS.  051 
012.506 
25,507 
131.222 
120,887 
742.209 
148.344 

J11.630  9S0 

623.506 

853,88.^ 

1,330 

26.939.382 

523.860 

735,998 

5,52S,270 

8.600 

30.613 

301.  GA6 

399,337 

43,369 

337.727 

98,147 

217,063 

112, 167 

1,711,822 

1,171. .-'95 

329.667 

190,999 

265.910 

6,800 

11,405 

198 

414.429 

16,663 

154,353 

180.473 

1,557.088 

343. 'j92 

»7, 491. 133 

5, 172. 160 

781.798 

1.402,783 

2,018.341 

1 12. 655 

61.659 

2>G.968 

583  S36 

2,170,529 

r.  614 

899,  ;>a 

817.229 

402.371 

3,807.070 

06,212 

<»  SO! 

719,476 

IS.Tl", 

488  SH 

237 '.>.!■> 

2?9 

117,102 

t(B,223 

2, 147,  .122 

578 

173,161 

45,712 

4,107 

10,200,612 

468,061 

147. 711, 7» 

e,OSI.510 

British  Atricn 

l,5.U7a 

British  Amerlcft... ••...••  .................. 

1,533.747 

British  India 

2,7«8.tW 

55.53S 

Uaidire  Islands 

6&aB 

Straits  Settlements 

in.  755 

37 

61« 

l,2t6.4« 

l,8IS.Ut 

FrATiCtt ■ 

797,  as 

nermany    .  ................................... 

India  (not  Brillsh) 

22.  n; 

it5y....„ ;..!;:.:;;;;;;;" 

47. 5S 

179.300 

Java ......•...••••.••.....••..••..  ... 

(.on 

sii.in 

Norway 

776,313 

P«rsta.. 

uiiw 

Fhilippliies 

113.501 

Russia; 

In  Asia 

1.7791 141 

In  Europe...,. ............................. 

3.171,477 

Stam. !?. 

X.tK 

Spain 

196,001 

Sweden 

19. 9» 

Sn<tr«rland 

4.;m 

United  States 

17.071.709 

All  other  countries............................. 

158.860 

Total 

£7.414,047 

54,649,510 

71,173,253 

88. 092,  on 

Imports  from  Japan  increased  by  79  per  cent,  but  the  exports 
thereto  declined  by  over  18  per  cent.  Imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom declined  by  $5,078,712  from  1914  to  1915,  while  the  exports  ad- 
vanced from  $37,491,133  to  $47,711,755— a  total  gain  of  $10^^20,622. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Ceylon  importers  have  tound  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  get  orders  filled  by  British  manufacturers, 
while  Ceylon's  staple  exports,  principally  tea,  rubber,  coconut  oil, 
copra,  and  plumbago,  were  in  increasing  demand. 

Exports  of  Ceylon  tea  to  Kussia  alone  showed  a  remarkable  in- 
crease of  11,188,195  pounds  over  the  shipments  in  1914,  which  is 
accounted  for  by  the  increased  use  of  tea  in  Bussia  consequent  upon 
the  abolition  of  the  vodka  traffic.  In  1915  Eussia  took  25,097,635 
pounds  of  Ceylon  tea,  this  being  two  and  a  half  times  the  quantity 
sent  to  America  and  more  than  11  per  cent  of  the  total  exportation. 
Exports  of  Ceylon  tea  in  1915  increased  22,000,000  pounds  over  1914, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  average  price  increased  from  15  cents  to 
18.4  cents  per  pound,  the  highest  received  for  the  last  28  years.  The 
total  exportation  amounted  to  no  less  than  215,632,727  pounds,  con- 
stituting a  record  for  the  island. 
Ceylon's  Export  Trade — Articles  Exported. 

Ceylon's  exports  from  1906  to  1913  showed  steady  annual  increases, 
rising  from  a  total  valuation  (including  that  of  goods  reexported) 
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of  $35,594,111  in  1906  to  no  less  than  $75,688,731  in  1913.  The  first 
effects  of  the  war  was  registered  in  Ceylon  by  a  decrease  in  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  $4,744,217  in  1914,  but  the  increase  in  1915  of 
$17,847,769  shows  the  stability  of  the  island's  industries  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  aditpted  themselves  to  the  changed  con- 
ditions. 

Tea,  rubber,  coconut  oil,  desiccated  coconut,  and  plumbago  were 
the  six  leading  exports  in  the  order  named.  Together  they  made 
up  $82,098,591,  or  more  than  92  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports,  tea 
and  rubber  alone  constituting  more  than  76  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  from  Ceylon  in 
1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


19U 


Quantity.         Value. 


1913 


Quantity.        Value. 


Anlmab,  live Number. 

Jitecanuts hnndredwelRbto. 

Caeao do... 

Cardamoros do... 

dDnamon. . .......................... do... 

Coconuts: 

Desiccated do... 

Fresii numlier. 

Coffee hundredweight. 

Coir: 

Fiber do... 

Rope do... 

Vam do... 

Copra do... 

fertiUxers do..., 

Fidi,  cured do... 

Kltnl(flberi do... 

OOs,  vegetable: 

Ctnoamon ounces., 

Citronella .pounds., 

Cooonnt hundredweight., 

Falinyis  fiber do.... 

Plumbago do — 

Poooao do — 

Bobber pounds.. 

Shells,  diank number., 

Sfctao,  dressed bundredwelgbt.. 

Tea pounds.. 

Textiles 

Timber tons.. 

Tobacco pounds.. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1,007 
t8,200 
54,770 

3,906 
36,431 

811, 8C4 

11,428, S»4 

299 

227,931 
17,031 
109,123 
1,411,947 
8,362 
3,392 
1,864 

47,065 

1,443,590 

486,286 

1,784 

284,562 

211,563 

37,343,753 

1,888,805 

9,531 

193,583,C43 


2,765 
4,821,224 


t46,191 
583,470 
670,714 
200,506 
524,596 

2,543,118 

289,668 

5,554 

419,279 

55,254 

441,828 

7,542,403 

16,987 

25,270 

.13,500 

3,009 

447,234 

4,344,910 

11.542 

1,380,201 

296,762 

20,037,753 

18,877 

191, 124 

39,110,114 

55,380 

51,164 

313,486 

1,124.554 


70.844,514 


227 

171,854 

83,843 

6,190 

67,607 

349,009 

5,827,060 

185 

196,743 

21,491 

97,343 

1,208,529 

2,581 

4,310 

1,802 

101,035 

1,G8S,C84 

501,510 

2,588 

430,351 

219,202 

51,526,730 

1,512,950 

7  560 

215,632|727 


2,927 
3,119,188 


311,673 

1,085,460 

1,015,133 

273,339 

648,  lU 

2,805,336 

164,102 

1,860 

292,125 

69,724 

334,366 

5,728,475 

4,221 

36,116 

32,502 

13.427 

486,337 

4,204,337 

20,577 

2.569,434 

323,245 

27,061,605 

19.634 

151,073 

39,729.404 

48,447 

27,771 

188,  C48 

1,346.711 


88,602,283 


a  1  hundredweight— 112  pounds. 

The  total  for  1915,  $88,692^83,  includes  the  value  of  foreign  goods 
reexported,  $2,479,558,  principally  rubber  (from  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments and  British  India),  2,722,914  pounds,  worth  $1,432,357;  cured 
fish  (from  British  India),  2,890  hundredweight,  to  the  value  of 
$33,569;  and  textiles,  practically  all  of  which  were  reexports. 

Prosperous  Tear  for  Tea  Trade. 

The  year  1915  was  the  most  prosperous  that  the  Ceylon  tea  industry 
has  ever  experienced,  the  exports  amounting  to  215,632,727  pounds, 
of  the  value  of  $39,729,404 — the  first  time  the  exports  have  exceeded 
200,000,000  pounds — an  increase  in  quantity  of  11.3  per  cent  over 
1914.  At  the  same  time  the  average  price  of  tea  rose  during  the  year 
by  about  20  per  cent,  the  value  of  the  tea  exported  exceeding  that 
in  1914  by  $10,619^90.     „ 
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The  prosperity  of  1915  was  due  to  a  well-distributed  raisfall,  and 
an  increased  demand  that  resulted  in  high  prices.  The  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  instead  of  being  dry,  as  is  usually  the  case,  was  punctu- 
ated with  constant  showers,  which  gave  the  bushes  a  good  start.  Sain 
was  plentiful  until  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  which  was  deficient 
througli  partial  failure  of  the  northeast  monsoon. 

The  most  notable  increases  in  the  exports  of  tea  were  to  Russia, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Egypt;  while  decreases  are  noted  in  the 
cases  of  Canada,  Australia,  and  the  United  States.  The  shipments  to 
America  amounted  to  approximately  600,000  pounds  less  than  in  1914. 

Germany  and  Austria,  which  together  purchased  over  600,000 
pounds  in  1914  and  approximately  1,000,000  pounds  in  1913,  disap- 

Ejared  entirely  from  the  list  of  buyers;  as  did  Arabia,  Bulgaria, 
oumania,  and  Turkey. 

Exports  of  green  tea  in  1915  amounted  to  5,154,033  pounds  as 
against  4,394,918  pounds  in  1914.  Green  tea  goes  almost  entirely  to 
the  United  States  and  Eussia  in  about  equal  proportions. 

Increased  Frodvction  and  Export  of  Snbber — Advance  in  Trices. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  Ceylon  rubber  estates  are  coming 
into  bearmg  is  shown  by  the  continued  increases  in  the  annual  ex- 
ports. In  1908  the  shipments  amounted  to  7,808  hundredweight  of 
112  pounds;  in  1909, 13,621  hundredweight;  in  1910,  33,952  hundred- 
weight; in  1911,  61,212  hundredweight;  in  1912,  132,569  hundred- 
weight; in  1913,  226,491  hundredweight;  in  1914,  306,724  hundred- 
weight ;  and  in  1915,  435,748  himdredweight. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  quantity  exported  practically  doubled  eadi 
year  from  1908  to  1914.  As  in  the  case  of  tea,  the  rise  in  quantity 
exported  has  been  accompanied  by  considerable  rise  in  price,  from 
an  average  of  46.06  cents  to  one  of  53.53  cents  per  pound,  with  the 
result  that  the  value  of  the  rubber  exported  advanced  from 
$20,037,753  to  $27,061,605,  a  figure  verj'  nearly  approaching  that  of 
the  total  value  of  tea  exported  in  1914.  It  is  thus  seen  that  rubber 
will  be  a  serious  competitor  with  tea  for  premier  honors  among  the 
staple  products  exported  from  Ceylon. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  continued  as  the  prin- 
cipal buyers,  their  purchases  being  55.12  and  39.72  per  cent,  respec- 
tively, of  the  total,  as  against  62.9  and  23.19  per  cent  in  1914.  The 
first  sale  of  best  latex  crepe  in  January  brought  47.7  cents  (gold), 
while  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  81.1  cents.  Eibbed  smoked  sheet 
was  at  a  premium  over  first  latex  crepe  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  but  declined  to  the  same  level  the  last  half  of  the  year.  Ordi- 
nary biscuit  and  sheet  also  enjoyed  a  good  market,  but  only  a  few 
estates  continue  to  manufacture  this  grade. 
Products  of  the  Coconnt  Palm. 

Of  the  three  greatest  agricultural  industries  in  Ceylon,  coconut 
fared  the  worst  during  1915.  Climatic  conditions  were  not  particu- 
larly favorable  during  the  year  for  coconut  products,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  there  was  a  shortage  of  some  28,000,000  nuts  as  compared 
with  1914.  Coconuts  exported  decreased  in  number  by  5,500,000; 
coir  fiber,  by  32,000  hundredweight  of  112  poimds;  and  copra,  by 
203,000  hundredweight.  Desiccated  coconut,  however,  rose  by  37,000 
hundredweight,  and  poonac  by  7,000  hundredweight.  Coconut  oil, 
although  showing  an  increase  in  quantity  of  15,0M  hundredweight, 
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declined  in  value  by  $140,480,  as  a  result  of  a  fnll  in  prices.  The  ex- 
portation of  coconut  products  was  seriously  affected  by  shortage  of 
tonnage  and  consequent  rise  in  cost  of  freight.  Pound  for  pound, 
rubber  is  worth  20  times  as  much  as  copra,  and  consequently  it  could 
much  better  afford  the  high  freights.  The  loss  of  the  German  mar- 
ket and  the  decline  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  made 
up  to  some  extent  by  increased  shipments  to  other  European  coun- 
tries. The  year  closed  with  a  restoi-ation  x>t  the  market  to  normal 
conditions. 

Cacao,  Cinnamon,  and  Tobacco. 

Cacao,  having  experienced  more  favorable  conditions  at  the  critical 
periods  of  its  growth,  more  than  recovered  from  the  serious  decrease 
in  exports  in  1914,  and  reached  a  figure  considerably  higher  than 
that  of  1913.  The  exports  in  1915  totaled  83,843  hundredweight, 
as  compared  with  54,770  hundredweight  in  1914,  the  value  being 
$1,015,133,  as  compared  with  $670,714.    The  greater  part  of  the  cacao 

foes  to  Great  Britain,  the  next  best  customers  being  the  Philippine 
slands,  the  United  States,  and  New  Zealand,  in  the  order  named. 
The  average  price,  $12.15  per  hundredweight,  was  slightly  lower  as 
compared  with  1914. 

Cinnamon,  the  export  of  which  had  fallen  in  1914  by  nearly  10,000 
hundredweight,  rose  again  in  1915  by  21,000  hundredweight.  The 
leading  customers  were  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  and 
Spain,  in  the  order  named.  There  were  no  exports  of  wild  cinnamon. 
Prices  for  both  quills  and  chips  showed  a  sharp  decline  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  In  one  province  alone  last  year  2,000  acres  of 
cinnamon  were  uprooted  and  planted  with  coconut,  and  in  another 
large  areas  were  replaced  by.  rubber.  It  is  stated  that  the  more  ex- 
tended use  of  cassia  bark  from  China  was  a  decisive  factor  in  influ- 
encing the  price. 

The  exportation  of  locally  manufactured  tobacco  again  decreased. 
Local  methods  of  production  and  manufacture  are  at  present  the  sub- 
ject of  exhaustive  inquiry  and  experiment  by  an  American  tobacco 
expert,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  time  a  better  quality  of  tobacco  may 
be  produced. 

Preoions  and  Semipreclons  Stones — Flnmbago. 

The  only  mineral  products  of  any  importance  in  Ceylon  are 
precious  and  semiprecious  stones  and  plumbngo  (graphite).  The 
market  for  stones  was  poor,  owing  largely  to  the  cessation  of  tourist 
trade.  Prices  were  generally  kept  up,  nevertheless,  production  being 
curtailed. 

Plumbago,  or  graphite,  recovered  quickly  from  the  slump  of  1914. 
The  exports  rose  from  284.562  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  in  1914 
to  436.351  hundredweight  in  1915.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year 
the  plumbago  industry  was  quiet,  but  with  the  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo on  exports  to  America  prices  rose  qiiickly  and  reached  $438 
per  ton  for  ordinary  lumps.  The  United  States,  the  United  King- 
dom, and  Russia  took  most  of  tlie  increased  exports.  [A  compre- 
hensive report  on  the  plumbago  situation  in  Ceylon  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  4, 1916.] 

Cardamons  and  citronella  oil  had  a  good  year,  especially  the  latter, 
which  showed  a  big  increase  in  shipments  to  the  United  States. 
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DecUred  Exports  to  the  Vnited  States. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Cevlon  to  the  United  States  b 
1915,  as  declared  at  the  consulate,  greatly  exceeded  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year.  The  exports  for  1915  were  valued  at  $17,774,767,  as  com- 
pared with  $10,983,925  in  1914  and  $12,780,407  in  1913. 

The  largest  item  was  raw  rubber,  valued  at  $11,449,819,  represent- 
ing nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  exports  to  the  United  States.  Rub- 
ber and  plumbago  exports  showed  the  greatest  increases  over  1914, 
botli  products  having  more  than  doubled  in  value. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the 
United  States  and  possessions  in  1914  and  1915,  according  to  the 
invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

TO  UMITED  STATES. 

$83,494 

47,421 

3,308 

115,992 

192,746 

049,085 

2,207,688 

35,790 

$70,913 
63,155 

TO  CNITED  STATES-Con. 
Tea 

$1,921,540 
20,365 
4,395 

$2,160,541 
11,370 
3,6» 

All  other  artide* 

198, 175 

274,040 

323,331 

1,169,107 

10,658 
2,253 
21,019 

1,000 

10,564 

2,933 

20,400 

1,957,197 

24,158 

11,449,319 

Total 

dtroneltooD 

10,083,925 

17  774  767 

Coconut,  desiccated 

TO  pinupmra  islands. 

120,062 

2,329 

13,127 

6 

Coir  yam 

122, 06J 

Crude  druKS 

20,035 

631 
10,611 

1,806 

26,445 

876,304 

15,044 

4,752,319 

Mill!,  canned 

Fiber: 

Tea.' 

16,379 

Bristle 

All  other  articles 

MattrflGS 

Total 

Twisted 

135,518 

13S,S?S 

TO  UAITAII. 

Plumt>ago  (graphite) 

Precious  stones ^... 

5,077 

Rubber 

111^35$ 

Imports  by  Articles. 

The  total  value  of  Ceylon's  imports,  including  specie,  in  1915 
was  $54,649,510,  as  compared  with  $57,414,047  in  1914,  a  decrease  of 
$2,764,537. 

A  classified  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported,  with  their  quan- 
tities and  values,  for  the  years  1914  and  1915  is  given  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Articles. 

1914 

191 

5 

Quantity. 

Vah;e. 

Quantity. 

\'olue. 

Animals,  live 

Food  and  drink: 

Bacon 

number.. 

himdredweiiht.. 

callons.. 

148.010 

1,355 

152.  RW 

1,315.490 

407.603 

1  151,762 

1,052.870 

199,577 

198, 0,W 

388,135 

71,764 

212,648 

11,001 
H,352 
3,468 

42,978 
95,318 
28,066 

$316,735 

37,939 
105,555 
171,131 
118.509 
279,002 
123.978 
713,079 

517,693 
49,339 
679.006 
643,309 

51,605 
93.633 
45,083 

94.450 
156,354 
61,333 

119,992 

1..T63 
152.396 
666.395 
400. 4fW 
1,523.096 
952,612 
216,373 

243.119 

362,663 

78,591 

168. 558 

7,523 
11,414 
3,170 

52,307 
87,135 
30,518 

n!l7,«9l 

4(I,9S« 
113.  S3 

Biscuits 

Butter 

ToUee 

pound.s.. 

V/////.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.Ao'.'.'.'. 

125.501 
116.155 
27I,3K 

Confectionery 

do.... 

805, 6» 

Fish- 
Cured 

Tinned 

Other 

do.... 

pounds.. 

hundredweit;lit . . 

618,67; 
47,  S» 
736  1» 

Flour,  wlioit 

Fruit— 

do.... 

do 

497,374 
96.7)0 

do 

80,4(7 

Glice 

do.... 

41.1S 

Grain— 

Hcaus 

do 

115, 27« 

Gram 

Oals 

do.... 

do.... 

«1,W 
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Articles. 


Food  and  drink— oontinned. 
Onin— conlinucd. 

I'addv iiumlredwclglit . 

Peas do... 

Rlre do... 

nam do... 

Me»t,  froten do... 

Milk,  prc!<erved 

Onions hundredweight . 

Potatoes do... 

Seeds,  sfsame do... 

Spirit!;— 

Iirandy gallons. 

Oin do... 

Whisky do... 

Sugar hundredweight . 

Wih'%— Cbampagre gallons. 

ICannbftured  articles: 

Acids do... 

Automobiles number. 

Books do... 

Bran hundredweisht. 

Brictsand  tiles number. 

Candles hundredweight. 

Casks  and  sbooks number. 

Cement htmdredweight. 

Chemicals do... 

Chinaware. do... 

Cycles  and  parts 

Earthenware pieces. 

Electrical  goods hundredweight. 

Embroidery rards. 

ExploslTes 

Fancy  articles cases. 

Furniture pieces. 

Glass hundredweight. 

Gunny  bags do. . . 

Halierdasbery 

Hats  and  bonnets cases. 

Jewelry 

Lamps number. 

Leather  goods cases. 

Machinery hundredweight. 

Matches gross  boxes . 

Musical  instruments number. 

Painter's  colors hundredweight. 

Paper reams. 

Perlumery gallons. 

Poonac,  sesame huudrodwoiglit . 

Shoes pairs. 

Soap hundredweight. 

Stationery cases. 

Tea  chests number. 

Umbrellas dozen. 

Watches number. 

Metals: 

Barbed  wire hundredweight. 

Brassware do... 

Hardware do... 

Iron— 

Oalt-aniied do... 

Hoop do... 

Load- 
rig do... 

Tea do... 

Kalis  and  rivets do... 

Steel,  cast do... 

Steel  n-are do... 

Tin  slabs do... 

Another 

Narcotics: 

Cigarettes pounds. 

Cigars do... 

Tobacco— 

Manufactured do... 

Not  manuloctured do. . . 

Baw  materials  and  miscellaneous: 

Coal tons. 

Cotton— 

Baw bondiedweight. 

Waste do... 


19U 


Quantity. 


5.'->0,.''i38 

170.172 

7,40n.2(« 

1,<22 

3,2(i« 


394.371 
143.004 
2«.39ll 

72.601 

137,  »N1 

104,7.^9 

503,215 

3.610 

63,211 
450 

799, 76« 

57.873 

5,33.'<,4(n 

15.188 

15,773 

355,  M7 

8,330 

26,239 


l,6n,'i(M 

2,093 

1,162,327 


11,845 
16,650 
21,015 
20,802 


727 


322,040 

3,039 

54,996 

302,674 

4,522 

11,477 

199,890 

3,145 

473,961 

114, 256 

33,486 

2,590 

2,706,339 

21,760 

21,843 

38,366 

1,796 

107,693 

92,745 

27,194 

74,824 
23,396 
15,172 
94,348 
85,471 
875 


318,904 
22,800 

36,000 
10,924 

C»S,957 

4,746 
l,a93 


Value. 


t59«,  7S1 

3>«.tl5 

16.714.3S1 

42. 121 

38. 702 

175.450 

286.098 

273,037 

84,793 

159,660 
161.839 
228.925 
1.711.2f2 
32,191 

«3.e»7 

844.753 

164. 859 

73.429 

106,653 

128. 488 

66.471 

219,246 

275,  CC6 

176, 128 

145,227 

/3,Wt7 

58,620 

61,861 

03,157 

150,921) 

43,685 

127,044 

161,260 

717,218 

73,780 

160,868 

75,524 

57,288 

764,386 

89,463 

54,809 

83,677 

182,347 

63,863 

615,072 

142,870 

264,756 

110,221 

903,844 

113,062 

66,597 

118,132 
66,597 
791,364 

334,358 
65,223 

301,544 
198,700 
46,445 

166,352 
82,090 
32,>21 

336,873 

317,781 
24,968 

22,408 
3,797 

3,571,121 

65,687 
13,468 


1915 


Quantity.         Value. 


559.012 

196. 171 

7, 17;i  778 

1..1S5 

.5,590 


257,917 
102. 1C5 
36,;?5 

40.63.S 

76.085 

105.5.S1 

467.762 

2,142 

13,363 

273 

5!)5,e91 

58,626 

4,519,369 

12.350 

26,035 

331,372 

9,561 

9,156 


1,614,965 

2,163 

1,087,111 


8,213 
6,401 
18,041 
15,  111 


746 


166,985 

5,024 

62,615 

354,259 

1,386 

12,239 

130,465 

1,761 

435,026 

75,452 

29,061 

2.275 

3,221,127 

22,2;« 

14,421 

5,318 

1.997 

36,953 

78,919 
42,0^4 

96,073 
24,578 
32.618 
54,809 
591 
1,237 


214,810 
22,890 

17,327 
7,357 

641,586 

8,064 
3,401 


t6ao,326 
439,634 
16,432  907 
39.695 
87  554 
162.015 
244,573 
168.330 
112,064 

113,391 

101.54S 

349,085 

3,3H4,175 

17.369 

14,400 
641,789 

166,187 
81,529 
83,360 
99.626 
100.193 
231,671 
278,521 
68.480 
53,201 
62, 910 
40,727 
57,774 
63,392 
100,403 
17,930 
134,845 
107,308 
649,434 
72,624 
138,273 
34,639 
52,r>9t 
678,326 
115.741 
33,434 
96,339 
136,357 
47,352 
559,864 
93,273 
229,333 
90,021 
962,496 
1U,0I9 
41,158 

20,509 

71,045 

393,481 

390,833 
178,325 

502,822 
169,431 
133, 149 
147, 1?J 
7,271 
48,659 
363,128 

222,370 
22,.57i 

12,  M7 
■J,1V> 

3,945,252 

73,088 
17,715 
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.Articles. 

1914 

1915 

<tataxUl7. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Vatoe. 

Kaw  materiak  and  miscellaneous— ''onllnucd. 

Hides hundredweight. . 

Manure- 
Natural do 

1,131 

1,076,480 
161,281 

4,918 

5,186,163 

3,566,302 

289,079 

701,082 

19,005 

1,601,890 
379,614 

34,883 
775,515 
162,223 
S7,679 
192,695 
199,561 
1,805,705 

71,341 
32,605 
430,651 
309,318 

416,831 
80,902 

1,496,932 

1,314,640 

297,827 

451, 195 

13,806 

353,382 

209,140 

80,»S5 

202,40) 

47,954 

256,837 

5,291,709 

530 

1,570,707 
1,185 

4,  AM 

5.675,959 

7,514,182 

261.268 

607,774 

2,359,91)7 

OU- 

Castor 

do.... 

34, 3S 

Kerosene 

Liquid  fuel 

gallons.. 

do 

963,50) 
365,  tn 

Lubricating 

Petrol 

do.... 

do.... 

93^151 

in,eM 

101,00 

Rubber 

Seeds- 
Cotton 

Tea 

Timber 

All  other 

pounds.. 

.  .hundredweight. . 

do.... 

tons.. 

8,202,385 

34,347 

853 

10,422 

3,005,906 

34,929 

«54 

7,844 

1,611,3S 

66,»t« 
28,6J4 
368,087 

258,  on 

Textiles: 

292,659 

Lace  and  net 

Piece  goods- 
Dyed 

Bleached 

Gray 

Printed. 

MiwUn 

Other 

yards.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

1,9IS,06« 

17,094,517 
20,444,911 
4,594,289 
7,032,178 
185,774 

1,929,963 

14,383,944 
9,788,072 
4,742,470 
4,373,334 
78,547 

61, 8« 

1,1«5,7« 
750,W 
309,019 
3a3,5» 
4M5 
190, 3H 

SilV  and  gatin...'. 

Thread 

yards.. 

.....  .....  cases. 

709,846 

'661 

395,435 

190, 114 

410,041 
1,424 

95,507 
199,183 

134,051 
112,271 

Woolens 

Yam  and  twist,  dyed 

Mixed  materials 

yards.. 

pounds.. 

97,  lit 
49,770 
210,471 

All  other  articles 

4,660,I« 

Total 

55,905,553 
2,122,338 

53,0a9,5» 

Specie 

1,558,073 

Grand  total 

67,414,047 

64,649,510 

More  than  one-half  of  the  cement  came  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
Japan  and  Denmark  supplying  most  of  the  remainder.  Japan  cc- 
cupies  the  place  formerly  held  by  Germany  in  this  trade.  The 
article  supplied  by  Japan  is  cheap ;  it  is  put  up  in  strong  barrels  to 
prevent  wastage,  and  is  said  to  he  gaining  in  popularity.  Tlie  higher 
cost  of  transportation  from  England,  as  well  as  America,  is  a  handi- 
cap in  this  as  in  many  other  commodities.  The  United  Kingdom  sup- 
plied by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  confectionery. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

There  were  large  decreases  in  the  values  of  cotton  lace,  net,  and 
piece  goods — bleached,  dyed,  printed,  muslin,  etc.,  but  j'arn  and  twist 
show  considerable  increases  in  consequence  of  the  demand  created  iii 
the  local  weaving  industry.  The  following  table  shows  the  value  of 
the  receipts  of  cotton  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom,  British  pos- 
sessions, and  foreign  countries  during  the  last  three  yeai-s : 


Sources  of  supply. 

1913 

J2,9«9,S74 

928,995 

.  0)7,562 

1914 

t2, 931,795 
609,787 
696,204 

1913 

X"nite<l  Kingdom 

»1,85«,(B1 

British  pos.<essions 

910,a9 

Foreign  countries. 

3io;» 

Total 

4,516,431 

4,237,786 

3,075,  S» 
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Oamlliie  and  Xerocene. 


Imports  of  gasoline  declined  by  nearly  100,000  gallons,  but  those 
of  kerosene  made  a  remarkable  advance  of  no  less  than  489,806  gal- 
lons. The  fluctuations  in  the  sources  of  supply  of  these  petroleum 
products  during  the  last  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Coontrtes. 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1911 

1915 

OAaOLIKK. 

United  Kingdom 

Qallont. 

6 

28,838 

628,996 

39,287 

Qaaoiu. 

KKBOSENi— continued. 
Persia      

OaOoiu. 
3,055,304 
461,803 

Oallont. 
1,275,230 

"Rnrma                     ,  , ,  .    ,  . . . 

Russia  in  Asia 

United  States 

Borneo  (excluding  Britisli) 

664,214 

2,569,471 

Persia ,', '. 

Case  oil 

1,225,344 

1,504,008 

11,880 
31,680 

United  Kingdom 

BritlsblndU 

United  States 

3,975 

23 

Borneo      (excluding 
British) 

5,940 

Total 

701,082 

607,774 

7,gsit 

3 

3,960,809 
443,702 

4,111,051 
267,250 

United  States 

1,219,403 

1,556,047 

Total 

Bolk  on 

5,186,153 

5, 673, 959 

Booieo      (BTClndhig 
British) 

lamps,  Kannre,  Xetals,  and  Xetal  Ware. 

Of  the  150,985  lamps  imported  last  year,  101,222  came  from  Japan. 
These  were  principally  small  glass  idtchen  lamps  of  trifling  value; 
most  of  the  better  kinds  were  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  to  a  less  extent  from  the  United  States. 

There  was  an  increase  in  both  quantity  and  value  of  imported  ma- 
nures— one  of  the  many  indications  of  the  satisfactory  position  of  the 
agriculturnl  industry  of  the  island.  The  returns  show  that  on  the 
elimination  of  Germany  and  Austria  as  sources  of  supply  imports 
of  basic  slag  and  nitrate  of  soda  were  obtained  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  of  superphosphates  from  Japan. 

In  metals  and  metal  ware  there  was  a  decrease  of  $114,575,  as  com- 
pared with  1914.  The  most  important  he&d  in  metals  is  hardware; 
this  shows  the  largest  decrease,  which  in  the  case  of  the  United  King- 
dom amounted  to  50  per  cent.  Barbed  wire  also  shows  a  large  de- 
crease. The  increase  in  the  imports  of  pig  lead  for  conversion  into 
tea  lead  more  than  made  up  for  the  decrease  of  imports  of  manufac- 
tured tea  lead,  and  was  due  to  the  demand  brought  about  by  in- 
creased exports  of  tea.  In  1915  the  United  States  furnished  11  per 
cent  of  the  total  import  of  metals  and  hardware ;  Burma,  15  per  cent ; 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  63  per  cent. 
Imports  of  AutomoUles — Silk  and  Woolen  Ooods. 

In  1915  imports  of  automobiles  totaled  296,  as  against  469  in  1914, 
407  in  1913,  239  in  1912,  and  213  in  1911. 

The  increased  demand  for  medium-priced  cars  has  been  supplied 
by  the  United  States,  imports  from  that  country  increasing  from 
120  cars  in  1914  to  174  cars  in  1915.  [The  new  import  duty  of  33J 
per  cent  ad  valorem  on  automobiles,  that  was  imposed  in  August, 
1916,  was  treated  of  fully  in  a  report  published  in  Commerce  Re- 
ports for  Oct.  19,  1916.] 

A  continued  decline  is  noted  in  the  imports  of  tobacco  wares.  Al- 
though cigar  imports  remained  almost  the  same  as  in  1914,  there 
was  a  heavy  decline  in  the  receipts  of  cigarettes  and  manufactured 
tobacco. 
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There  were  decreases  in  the  importation  of  silk  broad  stuffs,  hand- 
kerchiefs, scarfs,  and  lace,  whereas  silk  ribbons  and  velvet  showed 
increases. 

A  sharp  decline  was  noticed  in  the  importation  of  woolen  goods 
during  1915.  The  supply  from  Germany,  which  formerly  sent  be- 
tween one-fifth  and  one-sixth  of  the  total,  ceased,  except  for  small 
quantities  reexported  from  other  countries,  and  British  mills  vrere 
unable  to  meet  the  deficiency. 
Karket  for  American  Piece  Goods,  Iron  and  Steel  Products,  Etc. — Credits. 

American  piece  goods  are  beginning  to  find  their  way  into  Ceylon, 
although  confined  largely  to  gray  drills.  In  view  of  the  rise  in  the 
cost  of  production  of  Englidi  cotton  goods,  there  seems  to  be  an 
excellent  opportunity  in  Ceylon  for  American  cotton-goods  manufac- 
turers. 

There  have  been  many  inquiries  at  this  consulate  for  information 
regarding  American  iron  and  steel  goods.  Difficulty  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  getting  the  goods  shipped,  however.  Several  orders  are 
known  to  have  been  pending  for  periods  upward  of  a  year  or  more 
awaiting  shipment.  India  has  turned  out  fair  quantities  of  pig  iron, 
but  rolled  sections  and  bars  have  been  practically  unobtainable. 

American  automobiles,  drug  and  medical  supplies,  paints  and 
varnishes,  and  canned  goods  nave  been  particularly  successful  in 
this  market  during  the  past  year.  American  products  are  becoming 
more  and  more  in  evidence  in  Ceylon,  although  there  is  yet  much 
room  for  systematic  work  on  the  part  of  American,  exporters. 

Many  manufacturers  in  America  are  requiring  established  credit 
in  New  York  to  enable  them  to  draw  against  the  railway  bill  of 
lading.  While  such  difficult  terms  of  sale  may  be  warranted  under 
present  conditions,  they  make  the  sale  of  American  goods  impossible 
m  many  cases.  Importers  are  usually  willing  to  establish  credit  in 
an  American  bank  so  the  exporter  may  draw  against  documents 
f.  o.  b.  steamer  port  of  sailing.  But  if  goods  have  to  be  paid  for 
against  railway  bill  of  lading,  the  Ceylon  importers  are  naturally 
fearful  lest  the  goods  may  never  be  placed  on  board  a  steamer,  espe- 
cially when  the  American  manufacturer  stipulates  he  can  not  guar- 
antee that  the  goods  will  be  shipped. 
Commercial  Travelers — ^Prospects  for  American  Trade  Extension. 

The  number  of  American  salesmen  visiting  this  market  is  on  the 
increase.    They  invariably  report  excellent  trade  results. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  American  exporters  trade  with 
Ceylon  in  normal  times,  as  compared  with  European  competitors — 
high  freights  and  late  deliveries  due  to  distance,  lack  of  American 
banking  facilities,  and  dependence  on  foreign  bottoms — ^have  been 
largely  nullified  by  the  war.  The  fact  is  that  Ceylon  is  now  buying 
American  manufactures  in  large  quantities  because  they  are  unol? 
tainable  elsewhere;  whether  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  retain 
this  business  after  the  war  will  depend  largely  on  the  correction  of 
the  last  two  factors  mentioned  above.  The  first  two  factors,  distance 
and  higher  freights,  are  constant,  and  will  always  be  operative  in 
the  case  of  America's  trade  with  Ceylon;  they  may,  however,  be 
largely  offset  by  decreased  cost  of  quantity  production  and  reputation 
built  upon  honest  dealing  and  superior  quality.  America  now  occu- 
pies a  leading  position  in  the  opinion  of  Ceylonese  merchants.    The 
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natives  miist  be  mainly  considered  in  any  well-directed  campaign  for 
trade  extension,  for  out  of  a  total  population  of  4,424,300  in  this 
consular  district  there  are  normally  only  about  7,500  Europeans. 
Importanoe  of  Anerlean  Banks  and  Shipping. 

In  view  of  the  volume  of  raw  materials  purchased  by  the  United 
States  in  this  market,  and  its  increasing  sales,  it  is  believed  that  the 
establishment  of  an  American  bank  in  Colombo  would  be  a  decisive 
factor  in  the  furtherance  of  trade  relations,  if  coincident  with  the 
building  up  of  American  shipping. 

America  s  competitors  in  this  market,  namely,  England,  France, 
the  Netherlands,  Japan,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  transport 
their  manufactures  to  Ceylon  and  take  back  their  purchases  of  raw 
materials  in  ships  flying  their  own  flags.  With  the  exception  of 
Switzerland,  the  Unitea  States  alone  pays  heavy  tolls  to  foreign 
shipowners  for  its  participation  in  the  trade  of  Ceylon.  The  magni- 
tude of  this  handicap  will  be  realized  when  it  is  recalled  that  the 
United  States  ranks  second  as  a  purchaser  of  Ceylon  products  and 
third  as  a  source  of  supply  (Great  Britain  first  and  Japan  second^, 
the  total  trade  in  1915  amounting  to  no  less  than  $18,641,852.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  this  consulate  that  the  total  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Ceylon  for  1916  will  be  well  over  $30,000,000.  Unless  the  con- 
ditions as  regards  banking  facilities  and  shipping  are  remedied  it 
is  predicted  that  the  United  States  will  not  be  able  to  hold  its  ad- 
vanced position  as  a  source  of  Ceylon  supply  for  manufactures,  Avhich 
has  resulted  from  present  abnormal  conditions. 

Shipping  UoTements. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  Ceylon  in  1915  was 
4.272,  representing  a  tonnage  of  7,883,268,  as  compared  with  4,401 
vessels  of  9,338,535  tons  in  1914.  The  distribution,  according  to  na- 
tionality, omitting  warships  and  vessels  calling  to  coal,  for  1914  and 
1915,  is' shown  in  the  following  table: 


Nationality. 


nrltr.-'h 

Colonial. 


Total  British  ships. 


American . . 
Austrian . . . 

Belgian 

T>ani-h 

Dutch 

French 

<Jerman 

(Jree.- 

Italian 

Japo  ic'-r... 
Norwegian . 

Itu>>~ian 

Siamese 

Spanish 

Swedish.... 


Total  foreign  ship^. 


1914 


Num- 
ber. 


1,840 
1,141 


2,9S1 


77 


16 

120 

116 

151 

4 

19 
105 

25 

3S 


Tons. 


4,6I0,SI3 
97,241 


4,707,754 


225,966 


45,640 

410,706 

401,  S75 

012,852 

12,351 

52.349 

435,057 

31,440 

98,000 

2,22S 

03,297 

7,312 


1915 


Num- 
ber. 


1,103 
l,»t7 


2,930 


1 
18 
139 
M 
10 


701       2,437,773  I        457 


Tons. 


3,608,012 
268,938 


3,776,930 


11,743 


1,860 

37,249 

302,279 

320,656 


2,489 

50,453 

573,512 

66,173 

13,614 


65,283 
30,767 


1,476,110 


Grandtotal 3,682  I    7,145,527  1    3,407  1      5,253,06a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  SX7PPLEMENT  TO  COMMEBCE  SEPOBTS. 

Freight  Sates. 

At  the  beginning  of  1915  the  freight  rate  on  tea  was  $8.03;  rubber, 
$14.C0;  and  general  cargo,  $6.69  to  $7.91,  all  plus  a  war  surcharge 
of  20  per  cent.  In  April  an  all-round  advance  was  made  to  $19.47 
plus  20  per  cent,  at  which  figures  freights  remained  generally 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the  year  freij^ht  rates  to  New 
York  for  tea  and  general  cargo  were  $18.25  and  for  rubber  $22.51 
plus  a  war  surcharge  of  50  per  cent.  Kates  from  New  York  to 
Colombo  were  higher. 
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BETEXnOir  STATIOHB  POB  LEPES8  IH  COLOIDIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Claude  B.  Onyant,  Barranqnllla,  Oct.  7.] 

In  its  report  to  Congress  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  th« 
central  board  of  hygiene  in  Bogota  states  that  the  number  of  lepers 
under  detention  in  Colombia  is  4,715,  distributed  in  three  detention 
stations  as  follows:  Agua  de  Dios,  Department  of  Cundinamarca, 
2,489 ;  Contratacion,  Department  of  Santander,  2,077 ;  Cano  de  Loro, 
Department  of  Bolivar,  149 ;  total;  4,715.  The  report  states  that  this 
total  represents  87  per  cent  of  all  the  lepers  in  Colombia.  The  in- 
terior departments  of  Cundinamarca,  Boyaca,  and  Santander  furnish 
the  majority  of  all  the  cases  under  detention.  Their  distribution  is : 
Department  of  Boyaca,  1,363;  Department  of  Cundinamarca,  947; 
Department  of  Santander,  1,794;  all  other  Departments,  611. 

Tbree  Hospitals  at  Out  Station. 

The  Agua  de  Dios  detention  station  is  in  the  Department  of  Cim- 
dinamarca,  not  far  from  Bogota.  It  has  three  hospitals,  two  for 
men  and  one  for  women,  each  with  a  doctor  and  an  apprentice,  an4 
each  provided  with  a  pharmacy.  The  management  is  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  An  additional  hospital  and 
quarters  for  administration  are  under  construction.  Besides  the  hos- 
pitals there  is  a  general  dispensary  which  attends  to  the  general  needs 
of  the  inmates  of  the  station,  and  where  the  average  number  of  cases 
given  treatment  monthly  is  1,600.  The  three  hospital  buildings 
house  289  of  the  patients.  The  remainder  (2,200)  live  in  separate 
houses,  some  of  which  are  privately  owned. 

At  the  station  are  two  schools  for  boys,  directed  by  masters  who 
are  themselves  leprous,  and  one  for  girls,  directed  by  the  Sisters  of 
Charity.  Besides  the  ordinary  curriculum  the  children  receive  in- 
struction in  bootmaking,  carpentry,  printing,  and  binding.  Another 
school  is  contemplated  for  the  healthy  children  of  leprous  parents 
in  order  to  keep  them  segregated  from  those  afflicted  with  the 
disease. 

▲ddltloaal  Hospital  to  be  Ballt. 

Tlie  Contratacion  detention  station  is  in  the  Department  of  San- 
tander and  consists  of  two  hospitals,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women, 
with  a  capacity  of  60  patients  each;  two  asylums  for  children,  one 
male  and  one  female;  two  schools  for  boys  and  one  for  girls,  and 
various  private  houses.  Another  hospital  is  to  be  built  this  year,  and 
two  new  school  buildings,  one  for  the  healthy  children  of  lepers,  are 
projected. 

The  medical  work  of  the  station  is  in  the  charge  of  three  physi- 
cians, who  not  only  treat  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  but  also  attend  to 
minor  cases  at  the  dispensary  and  at  the  private  houses. 

It  is  reported  that  the  system  of  isolation  is  very  defective  at  this 
station,  as  tradespeople  and  market  vendors  come  into  direct  contact 
with  the  lepers,  and  many  become  infected.  The  board  proposes  to 
overcome  this  by  the  erection  of  a  market  to  be  divided  in  such  a 
manner  that  outsiders  can  not  come  into  close  contact  with  the 
inmates, 
looated  on  Island  in  Bay  of  Cartagena. 

Hie  Cafio  de  Loro  detention  station  is  on  one  of  the  islands  in  the 
Bay  of  Cartagena.    At  present  it  houses  only  149  cases  of  leprosy. 
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on  account  of  the  lack  of  buildings.  The  one  hospital  has  a  capadty 
of  only  12  patients  and  is  in  bad  repair.  Orders  have  been  given  for 
the  construction  of  a  chapel,  a  prison,  a  house  for  the  clergyman,  and 
another  for  the  doctor  and  administrator.  A  40-bed  hospital,  several 
new  houses,  and  a  complete  new  water-supply  system  are  projected, 
but  lack  of  funds  has  prevented  their  construction,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  they  will  be  built  this  year. 

Each  of  the  three  detention  stations  has  a  board  of  inspectors  com- 
posed of  the  better  class  of  le{)ers.    They  handle  many  interior  de- 
tails of  management  and  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity  when  changes 
and  improvements  are  made. 
Vovrth  Leper  Station  Authorised. 

A  fourth  leper  station  was  authorized  bjr  the  Government  in  1911, 
to  be  constructed  in  the  Department  of  Narino,  and  to  be  used  for  the 
concentration  of  the  lepers  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  country. 
On  account  of  difBculties  and  objections  encountered  in  locating  this 
station,  no  actual  construction  has  been  commenced,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  work  will  be  started  soon,  with  a  small  hospital  sufficient  for 
immediate  needs,  and  that  additional  lands  and  building  will  be 
acquired  as  the  number  of  inmates  increases. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  leper  stations  of  Colombia  is  met 
by  local  taxes  levied  on  markets,  slaughtering,  liquors,  weights  and 
measures,  public  games,  etc.,  at  feach  station,  and  by  the  taxes  on  in- 
heritances and  donations  throughout  the  Republic.  The  latter  tax 
during  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  amounted  to  $150,992,  but  it  is  reported 
that  the  total,  including  the  local  taxes,  amounts  to  less  than  half  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  three  stations.  The  deficit  is  made  up  by  the 
Federal  Government  with  appropriations  made  through  the  Depart- 
ment of  Gobemacion. 
Large  Stations  Relatively  Cheaper. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  operation  at  the  three  stations 
during  the- 13  months  from  June  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Agua  de  Dios  station,  $301,213;  C!ontrstacion  station,  $226,368; 
Cano  de  Loro  station,  $43,971;  total,  $571,552.  Although  the  two 
large  stations  cost  actually  a  great  deal  more  to  operate  than  that  at 
Cano  de  Loro,  they  are  relatively  cheaper,  as  is  shown  by  tlie  fact 
that  at  the  Agua  de  Dios  station  during  this  period,  with  a  total  ingress 
of  2,633  lepers,  the  monthly  cost  per  inmate  was  $8.79 ;  that  at  Con- 
tratacion  each  patient  cost  $8.51  per  month,  with  a  total  of  2,301; 
while  at  Cano  de  Loro,  with  only  149  inmates,  the  monthly  cost  per 
person  was  $22.55. 

The  expenditures  cover  the  following  items :  Subsistence,  $393,489; 
salaries,  $76,537;  construction  and  repairs,  $32,424;  asylum  and  sub- 
sistence of  healthy  children  of  leprous  parents,  $20,319;  maintenance 
of  hospitals  and  asylums,  $26,288;  drugs,  medicines,  disinfection,  and 
laboratory  expenses,  $7,113 ;  rents,  $15,382 ;  total,  $571,552. 

Problem  Has  Kecelved  Increasing  Attention. 

The  isolation  and  care  of  lepers  in  Colombia  has  been  the  subject 
of  increasing  attention  among  responsible  members  of  the  medical 
fraternity  and  of  the  Government  during  recent  years,  and  good 
results  undoubtedly  have  been  obtained,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  those  interested  in  the  work  have  had  to  contend  with  inade- 
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quate  equipment,  lack  of  funds,  and  the  absence  of  an  awakened 
public  opinion  alive  to  the  dangers  of  the  disease. 

At  Bogota  a  laboratory  is  maintained  for  the  examination  of  per- 
sons suspected  of  leprosy.  At  this  laboratory  381  cases  were  exam- 
ined during  the  13  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  with  the  result  that 
200  were  round  to  be  infected  and  were  sent  to  detention  stations, 
while  181  were  discharged  as  healthy. 

The  operation  of  these  leper  stations  offers  an  opportunity  for  the 
sale  of  drugs,  medicines,  laboratory  supplies,  and  hospital  and  school 
equipment.  Those  interested  should  address  Dr.  Manuel  N.  Lobo, 
Presidente,  Junta  Central  de  Higiene,  Bogota,  Colombia.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish. 


UTILIZIN0  OLD  TIN  IN  ENGLAND. 

IJ.  p.  Butler,  secretary  to  commercial  attache,  London,  Not.  8.1 

In  order  to  utilize  the  supplies  of  old  tin  that  are  accumulating  in 
the  country  an  industry  new  to  Great  Britain  has  come  into  being. 
A  Birmingham  company  is  negotiating  with  municipalities  for  the 
installation  of  detinning  worl^,  its  plan  of  action  being  thus  set 
forth  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  London  Times: 

The  Gennana  before  the  war  created  a  la-ofltable  Industry  by  collecting  and 
utilizing  stores  of  old  tin  such  as  ore  toMofi  in  almost  every  household.  A  great 
amonnt  of  this  material  was  imported— much  of  it  from  Great  Britain.  This 
traffic  has,  of  course,  now  stopped,  and  large  quantities  of  old  tin  are  accumu- 
lating in  the  United  Kingdom. 

For  the  utilization  of  this  refuse  special  machinery  Is  necessary,  and  It  Is 
In  order  to  provide  this  that  the  British  De-Tinning  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  has 
been  formed  and  has  entered  Into  negotiations  with  local  authorities  who,  by 
reason  of  their  organization  for  carting  away  refuse,  are  perforce  large  col- 
lectors of  snch  material.  We  understand  that  an  agreement  on  the  subject  has 
already  been  entered  into  with,  among  otliers,  the  Southwarli  Borough  Council, 
which  before  long  will  be  in  po.s.sesslon  of  a  plant  erected  by  the  Do-Tlnning  Co. 
at  a  cost  of  £3,000  [nearly  $15,000].  The  works,  when  finished,  will  be  handed 
over  to  the  council,  the  consideration  being  that  the  company  Is  to  receive  50 
per  cent  of  the  profits. 

A  conference  of  representatives  of  local  authorities  and  municipal  engineers 
is  to  be  held  in  London  on  November  27-29,  and  from  tha  numerous  acceptances 
already  reeeivwl  a  representative  gathering  may  be  anticipated.  The  scheme 
is  n  most  attractive  one,  and  If  the  process  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  soimd 
financially  It  should  have  a  great  future. 


SMALLEB  SHIPMENTS  OF  SWISS  CHOCOLATE  AND  CHEESE. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbuh,  Berne,  Oct   T.] 

A  strilring  decline  in  Swiss  chocolate  and  cheese  exports  is  notice- 
able for  the  first  half  of  191G  when  contrasted  with  those  for  the  like 
period  last  year.  Cheese  suffered  most  in  comparison.  The  falling 
off  may  be  attributed  to  the  policy  of  the  Swiss  Government  to  con- 
serve the  nation's  food  stocks.    The  export  figures  are : 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


1916 


Coeos  powder  and  chooolate  poate 

Cbooobte 

Milk,  oondensed  and  stcrlUied.... 
Cbeen 


Pounii. 

82S,630 

16.480.431 

40.779,560 

41,543,135 


Poundt. 

2.068,375 
23.801,980 
47,985,370 
44,810,933 


Poundt. 
1,249.800 
20,414.330 
40.779,555 
24,587,936 
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OOSCMESCE  BKPOBIS. 
AUSTBIAN  COAL  FBODUCTIOH. 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  S.  TowDscnd,  Carlsbad,  Oct.  10.] 


The  Austrian  coal  production  during  the  month  of  August,  1916, 
was  greater  by  298,700  metric  tons  than  during  the  same  month  in 
1915.  Of  this  total  128,500  metric  tons  were  hard  coal  and  170,200 
metric  tons  were  brown  coal.  The  statement  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labor  contains  the  following  table,  showing  the  production  of  hard 
coal  during  August,  1915  and  1916,  by  districts: 


Districts. 

AtlCTISt, 
1915. 

Aiienst, 
1916. 

In- 
crease. 

DlsUicta. 

Aii)!iist, 
1915. 

AjS-t, 

In- 
ermm. 

Ostrau-Karwin 

Ifrt.  «m>. 

820, 100 
.30,000 

2.30, 500 
92,700 

36,100 

Met.  trnvt. 

o.w.soo 

40,r<» 
2f)2.  iro 
102, 4U0 

35,800 

Met. 

tom. 
130,400 

4,000 
•  34,000 

9,700 

•  300 

Gallcta 

Uel.lom. 

152,000 

19,900 

ifeLtom. 
189,500 
21,100 

MA 

dm. 
7,501 

I!  ossltt-OsIaTran 

Kladno-Pohlan 

rilsni-Mjffi 

Other  mining  districts 
Total 

1,10) 

1,393,300 

1,521,800 

12B,U» 

Scbattlar-Schwado- 
witi 

•  DecrtoM. 


Hard-coal  Output  Onrintr  Eight-month  Periods — ^Brown  CoaL 

The  production  of  hard  coal  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1915 
and  1916,  respectively,  with  the  increase  or  decrease  in  1916,  is  shown 
by  districts  in  the  following  table : 


Districts. 

Jan.-Aug., 
1915. 

Jan.-Aug., 
1916. 

Increase 
over 
1915. 

Districts. 

Jan.-Ang., 
1915. 

Jan.-Atig., 
1916. 

InOHM 
OT«r 
1915. 

Ostrau-Karwta. . . . 

Kladncy^chlan 

rils«a-Mies 

Met.umi. 

6,2*1,000 

1,893,000 

782,000 

289,000 
281,000 

Mrt.toTu. 

7,250,000 

1,702,000 

808,000 

280,000 
316,000 

MeLtotu 

970,000 

<i  191,000 

36,000 

•  9,000 

Hooo 

Qalicla 

All  other  mining 

Mtttoiu. 
1,030,000 

148,000 

Met.tmu. 
1,360,000 

100,000 

Schlat(lar.Scbwa- 
<la«itx 

Total 

10,603,000 

U,  765, 000 

l.OT^W 

Rossltz-Oslawan.. 

. 

•  Deoreasa. 


The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  brown  coal  during 
the  month  of  August,  1915  and  1916,  respectively,  by  districts,  with 
the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  case: 


Districts. 

^SS"*' 

August, 
1916. 

In- 
crease 
over 
1915. 

Districts. 

Angost, 
1915. 

August, 
1916. 

In- 
tmat 
ov« 
UU. 

Bmx-Teplitc-Eomo- 
tau    

Met.tont. 

1,187,700 
2S8.400 
30,000 
72,000 
60,300 
91.  £00 
6,600 

Met.  totu. 

1,274,000 

344,400 

30,400 

82.600 

42,fOO 

101.700 

7,600 

Mel. 
tom. 
88,300 
56,000 
400 
10,500 
•  7,500 
13,200 
2,000 

Oalida-Bnkowina 

Other  Northern  Aus- 
tria  

Ma.fm*. 
600 

19,200 
63,800 

Met.tmu. 
100 

18,700 
73,900 

Hi. 

Fnlkenttu-ElboRon. . . 
WoUspRg-Thomasrolth 
Lool>cn-Fohnesdorf . . 

.») 

other  Alpine 

10,30) 

Voitslirrg-Konach. . . . 

Total 

1,808,900 

1,979,100 

m,vi 

Daluiutia 

•  Decrease. 
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Figures  for  (he  production  of  brown  coal  during  fhe  first  eight 
monuis  of  1915  and  1916  are  as  follows: 


Districto. 

lailDUT- 

Jamtuj- 

Increase 
ovtr 
1915. 

nistrlotii. 

Jatauj- 

Aunisl, 

1815. 

JamuwT- 

Tmin—i 
over 
U15. 

mux 

Met  ton*. 

0,400.000 

3,400,000 

720,000 

800,000 

410,000 

Mtt.km: 

10,  an.  000 

3,700,000 
800,000 
(00,000 
400,000 

Met.lom. 
800,000 
300.000 

80,000 

ao.ooo 

•  10,000 

AU  other  mining 
dbtricts 

Met-trnt. 
1,070,000 

it  A  urn. 

1,080,000 

JMim. 

nOkami 

10,000 

Total 

L«oben 

14,000,000 

16,800,000 

1,200,000 

Kvflwh  

•  Decrease. 
Coke  Frodnetloii. 

The  coke  production  for  the  months  of  January  to  August,  1916, 
was,  in  round  numbers,  1,700,000  metric  tons,  or  500,000  metric  tons 
more  than  was  produced  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1915. 

For  the  Ostrau  district  the  production  of  coke  during  August, 
1916,  was  216,000  metric  tons,  as  against  163,000  metric  tons  in 
August,  1915. 

ATTSTSAUA'S  PUBCHASES  OF  MOTOB  VEHICLES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  PhUlp  B.  Kennedy,  Mdbonrne,  Oct  10.] 

Statistics  of  Australia's  purchases  6f  foreign  motor  cars  and  motor- 
cycles during  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  show  a  very 
large  increase  over  those  for  January-June,  1915;  in  fact,  the  im- 
ports during  the  first  half  of  1916  equal  the  imports  for  the  whole 
of  1915.  The  trade  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  half  year  made  the 
noteworthy  gain  of  221  per  cent  in  chassis,  267  per  cent  in  motor-car 
bodies,  and  803  per  cent  in  cycles.  Canada  likewise  increased  its 
shipments  materially,  an  advance  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
Canadian  Ford  Co.  supplies  Australia.  By  chief  countries  of  origin 
the  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  two  years  were: 


Articles  and  ooontrles  ol 
origin. 


Chassb  for  motor  can, 

etc 

United  States 

Belgium 

Canada 

Tnnoe 

Oermany 

Italy 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom.... 


First  0  montb*— 


IIU 


$2,037,837 

841,749 

23.963 

346,886 

96,804 

16,904 

1S$,0»2 

1,5S2 

671,819 


1916 


•4,177,764 

3,707,297 

I,3«3 

798,332 

111,613 

1,6S» 

243.072 

10,148 

303,963 


Articles  and  oountrles  ot 
origin. 


Bodies  for  motor  cars,  etc 

United  Btates 

Canada..... .......... 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

United  Kingdom.'.... 
Motor  cyclos,  elc 

Untied  Btates 

United  Kingdom..... 


First  6  months— 


1915 


$437,474 

229,937 

7S,ia6 

2,482 

1,800 

7,««9 

117,030 

300.540 

88,916 

209,878 


1816 


n,  054, 814 

843,355 

159.066 

10,296 

190 

10,633 

30,834 

580.738 

35S,5U 

222,151 


The  Commonwealth's  imports  of  "  rubber  manufactures  not  else- 
where specified,"  under  which  classification  tires  fall,  reached  a  value 
of  $2,558,538  in  the  first  six  months  of  1916.  Of  these  the  United 
States  supplied  $1,793,826  worth,  Canada  $164,531,  France  $129,055, 
Italy  $33,204,  Japan  $11,120,  United  Kingdom  $422,266,  and  all 
other  countries  $4,536  worth. 
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PB0PO8AIS  FOB  OOVEBNMEHT  SUPPLIES  ASD  COHSTBTTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  sboald  be  direct  with  the  offlcea  named,  and  speeUlcatloiis  can  osnall; 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  l>e  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caHes  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  anbmit  tenders,  tocT 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mnlllnK  lists  of  snch  offices  to  recelTe  notices  "^'""g  tot 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  supplies,  No.  3S41. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C  to 
which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving  the 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  .supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  396,  captains* 
reading-glass  cases,  navigators'  cases,  transjuirent  protractors,  parallel 
rulers,  stadimeters,  and  sounding  machines;  schedule  S^7,  metallic  caslcets; 
schedule  398,  Hazzard  rifle  powder,  steel  springs,  steel  shaft,  ebonite  or 
hard  rubber,  and  electric  muffle  type  furnaces;  schedule  399,  torpedo-rod 
bronze  and  torpedo-bronze  tubing;  schedule  400,  barber  chairs,  10,000- 
gallon  storage  tanks,  and  muriatic  acid ;  schedule  401,  steel  balls  for  bear- 
ings, etc.,  brass  turn  buttons,  etc.,  emery  cloth,  brass  spring  cotters,  brass 
eyelet  grommets,  hasps,  binges,  eta,  bronze  hinges,  hinges,  liasps,  and 
staples,  chest  loclra,  padlocks,  brass  wardrobe  locks,  garnet  paper,  and  iron 
screws;  scliedule  402,  rice;  schedule  403,  radial  ball  bearings;  schedule 
404,  condenser  dynamo  main  air  pumps;  schedule  405,  main  feed  water 
heaters;  schedule  406,  sliafts,  rotor,  dislcs,  etc.,  and  transmitters  and  indi- 
cators combined  ;  schedule  407,  generating  sets ;  schedule  408,  marine  water- 
tube  t>oilers ;  schedule  409,  fire  and  bilge  pumps,  etc. ;  schedule  410,  steam 
blowers  and  evaporators;  schedule  411,  erecting  transfer  table  for  crane; 
schedule  412,  changing  110-ton  trolley  on  crane  to  135-ton  and  to  dynamic 
braking;  sche<lule  413,  24-lncli  by  10-foot  geared  lathes,  14-lnch  by  6-foot 
g^red  head  lathes,  and  power  gap  shears;  schedule  414,  12-inch  by  8-foot 
geared  head  lathes,  14-inch  by  l^foot  geared  head  lathes,  14-inch  by  9-foot 
geared  head  lathes,  and  milling  machines;  schedule  415,  steel  bars,  plates, 
sheets,  and  shapes,  black  and  galvanize<I;  schedule  416,  canned  asparagus, 
canned  bacon,  canned  catstip,  canned  lard,  canned  substitute  lard,  evapo- 
rated milk,  canned  peas,  salt,  canned  spinach,  canned  tomatoes,  sirup,  and 
granulated  sugar ;  schedule  417,  black  steel  pipe,  steel  tubing,  and  galvan- 
ized steel  pipe ;  schetlule  418,  boiler  steel ;  schedule  419,  candles — fives  and 
Sixes;  schedule  420;  flake  and  amorphous  grnpldte;  schedule  ^1,  con- 
centrated lye;  schedule  422,  medium  steel  rivets;  schedule  423,  pavhig 
asphalt,  Trinidad  asphalt,  and  Val-de-Travers  asphalt;  schedule  424, 
altimeters ;  scliedule  425,  carlK>n  steel,  steel  gear,  steel  shaft,  and  hot-rolled 
or  forged  carbon  steel;  schedule  426,  hand  screw  machines;  schedule  427, 
pneumatic  riveting  machines ;  schedule  428,  ships'  use  water  heaters,  paper 
for  blue-print  coating,  trolley  hoists,  bath  tubs,  etc.,  and  unbleached  cotton 
sheeting ;  schedule  4'29,  slicathing  nails,  iron  or  steel  nuts,  medium  hard  rod 
copper,  and  sheet  copper;  schedule  430,  testing  generators,  searchlight 
mirrors,  and  seamless  l)oiler  tul)es;  scliedule  431,  interior  communication 
cable,  single  conductor  wire,  and  twin  conductor  wire ;  schedule  432,  wheat 
flour  In  exiwrt  bags;  schedule  433,  steel  springs,  steel  castings,  and  steel 
forglngs;  schedule  434,  mushroom  anchors,  damps,  steel  wire  rope,  steel 
rings,  and  shackles,  and  steel  wire  nets  1,000  and  1,536  feet  long ;  schedule 
435,  large  steel  plate  galvanized  buoys  and  buoys  (wooden  barrels  or  kegs) ; 
schedule  436,  shrapnel  tracers  and  combluation  fuses;  schedule  437.  wood 
preservative;  8«iiedule  438,  Canton  flannel,  glycerine,  and  pure  .sperm  oil; 
schedule  439,  meat  and  food  choppers,  potato  iieeler.s,  and  electric  portable 
drills;  schedule  440,  wronght-iron  and  sheet-tin  roofing;  scheilule  441.  paint 
dryer,  dry  lampblack,  pure  Inrd  oil,  petroleum,  pulverizetl  silica,  and  whit- 
ing; schedule  442,  cotton  thread,  bleached  cotton  sheeting,  and  blenched 
and  unbloachetl  muslin ;  schedule  443,  bath  and  state  room  crockery,  lava- 
tory water  heaters,  holders  for  toilet  accessories,  garden  hose,  towel  racks, 
white  floor  tile,  galvanized  steel  buckets,  shower  bath  heads,  porcelain  ship 
lavatories,  individual  urinals,  and  ships'  wnter-cioset^.;  schedule  444,  iron 
or  steel  deck  bolts,  .steel  heirs,  iron  or  steel  stove  bolts,  iron  or  steel  tap 
machine  bolts,  galvanized  anchor  boat  chains,  black  iron  chains,  galvanized 
^v^ought  iron  coll  choin,  emery  cloth,  brass  spur  grommets,  claw  and 
machinists'  hammers,  che.st  locks,  drawer  locks,  locks  and  latches, -padlocks, 
rim  locks,  garnet  paper,  higli-speed  reamers,  soft-steel  rivets,  and  galvan- 
ized anchor  shackles ;  schedule  445,  naval  bar  brass,  naval  rod  brass,  phos- 
phor  bronze,    bar   copper,    ferromanganese,    monel    metal,    half-and-half 
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solder,  and  5-ponnd  cake  wiping  aolder ;  BCljcdnle  446,  condenser-tube  pack- 
ing, rawhide  roofing  paper,  scoop  shovels,  and  brass  oil  syrinses ;  sche<lule 
447,  egg-size  coal ;  schedule  448,  pay  ofBcers'  safes ;  schedule  449.  galvanized 
range  boilers  and  railroad  spikes ;  schedule  450.  bituminous  coal ;  schetlnle 
451.  pig  lead  and  sheet  lead ;  schedule  452.  bituminous  composition  daubers, 
sole  leather,  ash  oars,  6-<nch  Iiand  billy  pumps,  galvanized  iron  pipe  fittings, 
galvanized  malleable  Iron  unions,  cotton  canvas,  arid  turkey  red  muslin; 
schedule  453,  alcohol,  dry  asbestos,  dry  bnrytes,  chrome  green  in  oil.  lump 
rosin,  and  tallow;  schedule  454,  phosphor-bronze  wire,  power  hack.<aiw 
blades,  1.000-pound  chain  blocks,  1-pint  brass  squirt  cans,  cord,  hasps,  etc., 
breast  drills,  hand  drills,  brass  spur  grommets.  hickory  handles,  bronze 
hinges,  drawer  locks,  mortise  tocks,  padlocks,  rim  locks,  brass  wardrobe 
locks,  copper  cut  nails,  sand  or  flint  paper,  steel  tapes,  and  8  wrenches; 
schedule  455,  cocoa-fiber  mats,  condenser-tube  packing,  water-gauge  glRs.se3, 
castor  oil,  and  electric  soldering  Irons ;  schedule  456,  bar  copper,  ferromnn- 
ganese,  monel  metal,  and  Ingot  phosphor  tin;  schedule  457.  composition 
pipe  fittings,  seamless  brass  pipe,  steel  tubing,  and  composition  unions. 


AMEBICAH  COlSrSVLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Ilie  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Poit. 


tioD  of 
Tenue. 


Addraas. 


Albert  Talbot  J 

Baeklm.  Grares  A 

duunberUn,  Oeorge  E. 


Dow.  Edward  A. 
Ounon,  John  A.. 


Hanover,  Oermony . . .   Dec  2S 

BoMeaux,  FntDce Jan.    IS 

Oeorgetown,  Ouiana. .   Dea  23 


Bauson,  Gaarm  C. . 
Jenkins,  Donglas... 
Latham,  Charm  L. 
LMoe.  Soren 


Uorgan,  BenryB. 


Saner,  Emll 

Bmitb,  Felix  WUIoughby. 


Smtth,Jam(n  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L. . . 
"Aggut.Q.  Ruisell. 


Winslow,  Edward  D. 


Watson.  John  J.  C 

Wnirich,  Oebhard 

WeddelL  Alaxander  W. 


St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Corinto,  Nlcaragoa.... 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dun  ine,  Sootland 

Rotterdam,    Netter- 

lanli. 
Hamburg,  Germany.. 

Oolo^-),  Oermany 

Tiais.  Russia 

Oalcutti.  tnll» 

Uontevideo,  Uruguay. 
Comwjkll.  Ontario 

Copjahijon,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  UUqaelon. 

Qaeboc  Quoboo 

Athens,  Oroece 


Jan.    17 
Dec  n 


Doc.  30 

Jaa  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  IS 

Dec  1 

Feb  I 

Dec  15 

Jan.  15 

Dec  I 

Doc  » 

Dec  11 


Dec.  25 
..do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Lynn  Haven,  Fla  ,  until  I'eo.  «. 
C/o  B.  L.  CbamberUn,  Woodstoci  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

C/o  District  Omoc,  Bnreiu  of  Forelga 

ani  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Fejeral 

Building,  Chicago,  III 
129  Main  Street.  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State.  Washington,  D.  a 

Do. 
"  Tsllnrton,"    Walkerford.    A  m  h  e  r  s : 

County.  Va. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,   Forty-seoond 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Dopartmnnt  of  stat^,  WashlnijtBn,  I),  a 
C/o  Vessmore  Keninll,  Woolworth  Build- 

in»,  New  York  (^ity. 
Dopvtment  of  State,  Washln^n,  D.  C 

Do. 
1104  Buelld  Street  NW.    Washinnoo, 

D.  C 
C/o  District  OfBoo,   Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  S04  Feder,tl 

Bulldina;,  Chicago,  111. 
223«  Q  Street,  Wishlngton,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washingtoa.  D.  C. 
Do. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJEEATT  OF  FOREION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


DI8TBICT  OFFICES. 
HEW  YORK:  Boom  40i>,  Cntonhonie. 
BOOTORi  1801  Cntoakeue. 
miCAflO:  604  Federal  Bnlldlag. 
R.  LOVIB:  40S  Third  Katloaai  Bank  Bolldiag- 
ATLAHTit  Ml  Peel  OBee  Balldlag. 
HBW  0BLEAK8:  lOSO  HlbernU  Bank  Bnlldlag. 
Sill  FBAKaSCO:  S07  Costomkoue. 
■UTTU:  848  Heary  BilUlat. 


COOPBBATITE  OFFICES. 
CLBTEUHD:  Chaaber  of  Gemaeree. 
CIKdNKATl :  Ckamber  of  Cemaeree. 
CIHCINKITI:  C,  .<(.  O.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Go. 
LOS  ANOELES !  Ckamber  of  Comaere*. 
PHIUDBLPHIAi  Ckaaker  of  Camaetce. 
CHATTAHOOflA:  Soitk  Aaurlean  Agaat,  Soatk* 

era  Bt.  Co. 
POBTLAIW,  OBECI. :  Ghaaker  of  CoaaeR*. 
DATTOH:  Oreater  DaTtoa  Aaoelatlea. 
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FOSEiair  TBABE  OPPOBTUBITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  trom  the  Bare«a  and  Its  Matriet  ofle«a.    Reqoeat 
(or  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportsBttT  mamWr. 

The  Barman  does  not  furaixh  credit  nitlnKS  or  assnme  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  ■  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usaal  precantlona  should  be  taken  in  all  case*.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attache*  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau, 


Advertising  novelties 28102 

Agricultural  machinery 23102 

Automobiles 23101 

Brass  and  copper 23104 

Cement 23102 

Disinfectants 23102 

Drugs  and  chemicals 23102 

Hardware 23102 

Insecticides 28102 

Leather 23102 

Lubricating  oils  and  greases 23102 

Uachlnery,  paper 23100 


Motor  plows  and  trucks 23101 

Nails 23IM 

I'alnts  and  varnishes 28102 

Paper,  hellographlc,  etc 28100 

I'aper  and  supplies 281M 

Seed,  sugar  beet 2810S 

School  supplies 28108 

Stationery  and  sapplles 23102-23108 

Tin,  sheet 23I0T 

Tires,  cart,  steel 2810< 

ITnderwear 23102 

Wire,  copper  and  brass 28104 


23100.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  malce  connections  witb  manufactnren 
of  unprepared  lieliographlc  and  phototypic  and  allied  papers,  as  well  as 
machinery  for  their  preiiaratlon.  with  a  view  to  general  representation  on 
a  commission  basis,  and  eventually  for  making  purchases  outright.  Sam- 
ples are  requested.  Correspondence  in  German  or  French.  Samples  of  the 
paiier  submitted  by  the  firm  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  81748.)  The  names  of  three  other  firms  inter- 
ested In  this  line  will  also  be  furnished. 

23101.* — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Denmark  wishes  to  enter  Into  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  automobiles,  commercial  trucks; 
and  motor  plows.    Correspoif-poce  in  English.    Reference. 

23102.t — An  established  import  house  in  Brazil  is  Interested  In  introducing 
American  products  into  that  country,  and  desires  to  secure  exclusive  agen- 
cies from  American  manufacturers  of  the  following  articles:  Lubricating 
oils  and  greases,  varnishes  and  paints,  cement,  advertising  novelties,  sta- 
tionery, drugs  and  chemical  products,  hardware,  disinfectants,  leather, 
insecticides,  underwear,  and  agricultural  machinery  and  implements.  Cor- 
resjwndence  in  English.    References. 

2310311: — An  export  firm  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  received  orders  from  R-us^ 
for  paper  of  all  kinds,  Including  news-print  pa[>er,  wall  paper,  wrapping 
paiwr,  and  holders  for  the  same,  toilet  paper  and  holders,  writing  paper,  en- 
velopes, tablets,  and  copy  books  for  schools,  etc.,  schoolbook  straps,  bags, 
and  penholders,  and  i)ens.  Samples  where  i^ractlcable  are  desired.  A  san- 
ple  of  the  newspaper  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  Mlscel.  No.  168.) 

23104.* — ^A  firm  in  Sjuiln  is  in  the  market  for  copper  and  brass  in  sheets,  rods, 
and  bars,  seamless  copper  tubes,  soldered  brass  tubes,  and  brass  and  copps 
wire.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  S|)unlsh  Is  preferred.  Ref- 
erences. Complete  partl<ulars  giving  quantities,  sizes,  etc.,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

23105t. — ^A  firm  of  wholesale  seed  merchants  in  Australia  is  In  the  market  for 
sugar-beet  seed. 

23106.* — A  hardware  firm  In  Central  America  Is  In  the  market  for  nails  and 
square-edge  cart  tires.  Nails,  4}  by  |  inches,  chisel  point,  c.  s.  and 
barbed ;  tires,  size  4  Inches  wide  by  |  Inch  tlilck  by  1  meter  long,  4  boles 
punched  and  countersunk  for  jl-inch  nail,  rolled  to  proper  arc;  4  pieces 
to  each  wheel.  Quantity  wanted  1,000  to  2,000  pieces.  Sketch  showing 
details  of  tires  and  sample  of  nails  may  be  inspected  at  tlie  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  81655.)  Correspondence  In  Englisb. 
References. 

23107.* — ^A  fruit  and  vegetable  canner  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  sheet  tin 
for  making  cans.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 
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BmnsH  Dn)usTBii^.  toub  of  ^fain. 

(Commercial  Attacb«  C.  W.  A.  A'editi,  Paris,  France,  Oct.  31.1 

The  London  Times  Trade  Supplement  for  October,  1916,  in  an 
article  on  potential  markets  in  Spain,  comments  upon  the  decision 
by  the  British  Foreign  Office  to  arrange  for  representatives  of 
British  industries  to  make  a  tour  of  the  principal  commercial  dis- 
tricts of  Spain.  The  tour  is  said  to  be  of  a  missionary  character, 
being  rather  an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  conditions  that  will  have  to 
be  met  if  a  larger  share  of  trade  is  to  be  obtained  by  British  houses, 
than  an  effort  to  secure  immediate  orders.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
■while  in  normal  years  the  share  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  Spanish 
trade  is  about  $95,000,000,  the  imports  into  Sj)ain  from  Great  Britain 
in  1914  were  only  alK)ut  $40,000,000,  and  British  purchases  from 
Spain  about  $42,000,000.  In  1915,  however,  there  was  a  marked 
recovery  from  the  first  shock  of  the  war. 


SWISS  ILAILWAT  STTHTAZ. 

[Consnl  Walter  B.  Scbnlz.  Berne,  Oct.  31.] 

A  surtax  has  been  imposed  by  the  Swiss  railways  upon  passenger, 
freight,  and  express  traffic  since  October  1,  191C.  Kailway  tickets 
from  50  centimes  ($0.0965)  to  95  centimes  ($0tl833)  pay  5  «entimes 
($0,00965)  additional;  those  of  1  franc  ($0,193)  and  over  pay  10 
centimes  ($0.0193).  Baggage  and  express  charges  pay  10  centimes 
surtax  and  freight  1  centime  per  100  kilos  (220  pounds),  with  a  mini- 
mum of  10  centimes.  Upon  living  animals  the  tax  is  from  2  to  10 
centimes,  according  to  accommodation. 

[A  report  on  new  Swiss  tas  meiisiii'e.s  was  published  in  Comuebcb  Reports 
for  Oct.  23,  1916.]  

The  American  commercial  attache  at  The  Hague  reports  that  the 

I>rovincial  states  of  the  Province  of  North  Holland  in  the  Nether- 
ands  have  decided  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $8,000,000  to  cover  expendi- 
tures incurred  in  repairing  damage  caused  by  the  floods  of  last 
winter.   . 
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rUSTHES  CHAHOES  IN  BBITISH  EMBABOO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  vice  consul,  LondoD,  Not.  24.] 

The  proclamation  of  May  10  prohibiting  exports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  has  been  further  amended.  The  following  headings  are 
deleted :  From  prohibitions  to  all  destinations — Italian,  Russian,  and 
Manila  hemp,  maguey  fiber  and  manufactures  thereof.  From  pro- 
hibitions to  all  non-British  destinations — Cocaine  and  its  salts  and 
preparations;  emery,  corundum,  natural  or  artificial  (such  as  alun- 
dum)  carborundum  and  crystolon  and  manufactures  thereof;  mica, 
mica  chimneys,  mica  splittings,  micanite  and  micanite  cloth.  From 
prohibitions  to  European  countries — Casein  and  preparatims 
thereof;  other  hemp  and  manufactures  thereof;  varnishes,  spirit, 
containing  gum. 

The  following  headings  are  added:  To  prohibitions  to  all  destina- 
tions— Barometers ;  cocaine  and  its  salts  and  preparations ;  old  hemp 
ropes,  hemp  waste,  Italian,  Russian,  and  Manila  nemp,  maguey  fiber, 
and  manufactures  thereof  except  tagal  braid ;  thermometers,  except 
clinical  thermometers.  To  •  prohibitions  to  all  non-British  destina- 
tions— Casein  and  preparations  thereof;  emery  and  corundum  and 
manufactures  thereof;  carborundum,  alundum,  crystolon,  and  ill 
other  artificial  abrasives  and  manufactures  thereof;  mica,  mica  split- 
tings, mica  powder,  micanite,  articles  made  from  them  and  insu- 
lating materials  containing  them.  To  prohibitions  to  all  European 
countries  except  France,  French  possessions,  Russia,  Italy,  Italian 
possessions,  Spain,  and  Portugal — Electrical  apparatus  and  plant 
for  generation,  distribution,  and  utilization  of  electric  power  not 
otherwise  prohibited;  other  hemp  tCnd  manufactures  thereof  not 
otherwise  specifically  prohibited;  tagal  braid;  compounds  intended 
for  the  purpose  of  electrical  insulation,  viz,  lead,  oxides  of  zinc, 
barium,  pigments  made  from  zinc  salts  and  barium  sulphate;  essen- 
tial oils  except  turpentine  oil;  varnishes  not  otherwise  specifically 
prohibited ;  wearing  apparel  manufactured  wholly  or  partly  of  wool 
or  hair  not  otherwise  specifically  prohibited ;  wool  or  hair,  all  manu- 
factures, mixtures,  and  products  of,  not  otherwise  specifically  pro- 
hibited. 

fThe  above  changes  are  based  on  the  complete  embargo  list  as  published  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  Supplement,  Aug.  17,  and  on  later  changes  which 
have  been  reportefl  in  Commerce  Reports.  The  most  recent  notice  api>eared  In 
tlie  issue  of  Oct.  28.) 


NEW  ENGLAND  HSHING  OFEBATIONS  FOB  OCTOBEB. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  Department  of  Commerce,  announces 
that  the  fishing  fleets  landing  fi^erjr  products  at  Boston  and  Glou- 
cester, Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  October,  1916, 
included  248  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston,  327 
trips  aggregating  9,480,326  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $427,078;  at 
Gloucester,  145  trips  aggregating  3,299,629  pounds,  valued  at  $107,867; 
and  at  Portland,  227  -trips  amounting  to  1,148,479  pounds,  valued 
at  $44,702.  The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the  month  amounted 
to  699  trips,  aggregating  13,928,434  pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fidi, 
having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $579,647. 
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FAS  EAST  FACES  SHOBTAOE  OF  lACQTTEB  SUPPLIES. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Oct.  11.] 

A  rather  serious  situation  in  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  lacquer- 
ware  trade  has  been  devejoping  of  late,  and  is  now  at  an  acute  stage 
in  the  shortage  of  good-grade  lacquer  materials.  [The  lacquer-ware 
industry,  the  origin  of  the  lacquer  varnish,  and  the  process  of  han- 
dling the  juice  of  the  Rhus  vemieifera  so  as  to  separate  it  into  the 
various  grades  of  varnish,  and  other  features  of  the  industry  were 
presented  in  a  report  from  the  Hongkong  consulate  general  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Dec.  3,  1910.  Other  articles  ap- 
peared in  the  issues  for  Oct.  18  (Yokohama)  and  Dec.  3  (Fooohow) 
oif  that  year.] 

Much  the  larger  consumption  of  lacquer  varnisli  in  recent  years 
has  been  in  Japan,  where  the  consumption  is  said  to  have  averaged 
about  260,000  kwan,  or  1,000  tons,  annually.  Of  this  quantity  about 
60  per  cent  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  ordinary  lacquer  ware 
of  commerce  and  the  rest  in  fine  finish  for  carriages,  musical  instru- 
ments, and  other  fine  wood  work  generally.  Of  the  total  .amount 
consumed  about  70  per  cent  comes  from  Cliina,  practically  all  from 
Hongkong's  trade  territory,  and  most  of  it  from  the  vicinity  of 
Foochow. 

The  demand  for  lacquer  varnish  from  Japan  has  so  increased  in 
recent  years  that  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  to  meet  it,  and  the 
Chinese  producers,  it  is  stated,  have  been  adulterating  their  product, 
with  the  result  that  in  spite  of  the  demand  prices  have  fallen  and 
production  has  declined  in  some  districts.  Also,  as  a  result  of  the 
adulteration  there  has  been  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the 
cheaper  lacquer  ware  in  both  China  and  Japan,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  industry  has  been  affected  by  "  rush  "  orders  from  abroad, 
which  have  not  permitted  good  work,  has  been  one  of  the  marked 
°  features  of  the  trade. 

Cultivation  of  the  Varnish  Tree  Falling  Off. 

In  the  Chinese  field,  and,  according  to  Japanese  reports,  in  the 
Japanese  field  as  well,  the  cultivation  of  the  lacquer  varnisn  tree  is 
falling  off,  and  many  of  the  trees  are  being  allowed  to  die.  Unless 
something  is  done  at  once  the  industry  is  in  danger  of  being  seriously 
crippled  permanently  because  of  a  lack  of  the  principal  material 
required  in  it,  for  the  Rhus  vemieifera  is  a  tree  of  considerable  size, 
much  like  an  asli,  and  can  not  be  grown  in  a  short  time. 

In  recent  years,  in  spite  of  the  mcreased  demand  for  the  product, 
the  cultivation  of  the  trees  has  not  been  profitable  as  compared  with 
other  crops.  One  explanation  for  this  lies  in  expensive  and  wasteful 
methods  of  handling  the  sap,  another  in  the  expensive  transportation 
now  required  to  get  the  varnish  to  a  market,  and  a  third  in  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  product  is  practically  controlled  by  a  monopoly 
among  native  exporters.  The  fact  that  the  great  mass  of  lacquer 
ware  now  manufactured  is  of  a  poor  and  cheap  quality  also  reduces 
the  possibility  of  obtaining  good  prices  for  the  varnish. 

In  Japan  the  subject  of  a  supply  of  the  varnish  is  being  made  the 
subject  of  governmental  inquiry,  but  at  present  no  action  is  being 
taken  in  China,  whence  the  greater  portion  of  the  supply  of  the 
varnish  comes. 
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DTCEEASE  IS  IMPOBT  TRADE  AT  VLADIVOSTOK. 

[Compiled  In  tbe  Burean  of  Foreign  oad  Domestic  Commerce  from  RossUa  official 

statlstlCB.] 

The  following  table  shows,  by  principal  articles,  the  import  trade 
of  the  port  of  Vladivostok,  Asiatic  Russia,  during  the  years  1914  and 
1915  and  the  first  half  of  1915  and  1916,  and  the  respective  shares  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  Japan,  and  China  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916.  On  account  of  the  fluctuations  in  the 
exchange  value  of  the  ruble,  the  amounts  are  stated  in  the  original 
currency.  The  normal  exchange  value  of  the  ruble  is  $0,515;  the 
current  rate  is  about  $0.30. 


Articles. 


Agrleultnral  machin- 
ery and  parts 

Aluminum 

Antimony,  metallic. 
Car,  carriaces.etc.: 

Automobiles  with 
4  seats  or  more... 

Freight  and  tank 
oars 

Trolleys  and  coal 

trocks , 

Chemicals,  dyes,  etc.: 

Dyes 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Sulphur , 

Tanning  extracts. . . 

Coal 

Copper , 

Copper,  manufac- 
tures of 

Copra 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Textiles 

Fat,  animal 

Fibers: 

Binderlwino 

lute.raw 

Jute  bags 

India  rubber  and  gat- 

tapercha 

Iron  and  steel : 

Cast-iron  wares..., 

Machinery 

Manufactures, 
forged,  stamped, 
etc 

Manufactures, 
n.e.s 

Nails,  rivets,  etc.; 
barbed  wire 

Steel  In  bars,  etc... 

Knitted  wares 

Lead  in  pigs 

Leather  and  nianu- 
f.ictures: 

Boots  and  shoes  . . . 

Box  and  inuik- 
makers'  wares  ... 

Harness  and  sad- 
dlery   

I^eatber 

Nickel 

Rice 

Tea 

Tin  In  pigs,  etc 

Woolru  textiles 

.Zinc  in  pigs,  etc 

All  other  articles.. 


m* 


RvtUl. 
1,788.000 


S67,0a0 


122,000 


1,000 


28,000 

592,000 

2,488.000 

92.000 
141.000 

135.000 
65,000 
fiOO.OOO 

189,000 

"22S,'ci6d' 


257,000 
1,054,000 


72,000 

319,000 

878,000 
71,000 
6)1.000 
24,000 

27,000 
61,000 

2iS,000 


1,3X1,000 
2,14:S,000 

7>S.«00 
1,341.(100 

•15.000 


ms 


BiMtt. 
1,287  000 
1,809,000 
0,216,000 


3,065,000 

4,7n),000 

469,000 

436,000 
4,178,000 

655,000 
2,100,000 

814,000 
35,645.000 

584.000 
1.904.000 

41,444.000 

2,055.000 
996,000 

3.no7,noo 

1,078,000 
17,920,000 

9,087,000 

213,000 
7,022,000 


824,000 
10,710,000 

12,245,000 

3,300,000 

1,010,000 

14,333,000 

11,028,000 
4,781,000 
5,450,000 


2,S9.>,000 

<,3(i2,(IOt) 
11,017,000 

7,  '.W,  IHX) 
28.115,000 

0,215.(I0J 


14,173.000  I  29.7.59.000 


Total 29,141,000  :;)01. 091,000   111,090,000 


Tan.1- 

IimeW, 

ins. 


Ruaa. 

940.000 
1,063.000 
1,506,000 


2,106,000 


9,000 

22,000 

13,000 

5,000 

397,000 

343.000 

8.<3t,0O0 

385.000 
746.000 

16.399.000 

1,076,000 
444,000 

2,890,000 

669.000 

5,052,000 

5,101,000 

37,000 
4,048,000 


35,000 

648,000 

1,343,000 

4,000 

48,000 

5,881,000 

2,929,000 

3,158,000 

3,650,000 
4.000 
1,375.000 
2,293.000 
2,393,000 
3,2m.000 
19,503,000 
3,037,000 
9,999.001 


Jan.  1-Jtme  30, 1916. 


TotaL 


EiMe: 
2,410.900 
189.000 
4,407,000 


740,000 

16,390,000 

9,155,000 

3,391,000 
2,866,000 
3,366,000 
4.276.000 
1,061  000 
25.706.000 

3.303.000 

1  656,000 

38,946,000 

843,000 

1,546,000 

5,213,000 
1,261,000 
15,820,000 

3,900.000 

1.399,000 
39,917,000 


8,687.000 

22,775,000 

2,451,000 
20,776  000 
4,943.000 
2,431,000 

12,014,000 

217,000 

1,977,000 
3.473.000 
1,082.000 
850,000 
9,246.000 
3.374.000 

21,845.000 
.5,334.000 

34.989.000 


341,701,000 


From 

United 
Kingdom. 


BulSet. 


61.000 
65,000 


4,000 


672,000 

400,000 

18.000 

2,271,000 


11.000 

17,000 
1,561.000 

8,743,000 


i,ou,aoo 

14.816.000 

3,463,000 

16.000 
377,000 


4,000 

60,000 

2.000 
96.000 


800,000 


345.000 
5,000 
1.233,000 
2,095.000 
2.000 
1,805.003 
6,333.000 


45,592,000 


From 
United 
States. 


AvMet. 
3,398.000 
124,000 
74.000 


628,000 

18,390,000 

9,156,000 

416,000 

1,702,000 

7,000 

96,000 


10.551,000 
168.000 


»,  416. 000 
37.000 


6,200,000 

213,000 

86,000 

427,000 

8,000 
33,009,000 


8,574,000 

.9,002,000 

2,331,000 

20,072,000 

339,000 

1,174,000 

6,362,000 


From 


£icMr«. 

13.«K 

14.000 

3,751.000 


3,31&0I» 

i,8n:«D 

1UH1.I»I 
15  144.0IB 

3.119.000 


131.0W 

786.(nO 
75^000 

U.O0O 


1,650.000 

2,793,000 

1,337.000 

3,000 


47.000 
16,933,000 


913.0in 

10,009 

1,331,003 
496,000 

8,009 
13,810,000 

ii9.in) 

9,(0 

4,541,000 

640.000 

6,852,00) 

217,009 

327.000 
<»,0W 


517.000 

1.000 

1,231000 

4,910.00(1 


1,471.000     2.578,055 
9.101,000   13.457.000 


195,926,000  83,022,000 
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Imports  from  China  at  Vladivostok  amounted  to  14,664,000  rnbles 
during  the  first  half  of  1916,  the  principal  items  being  as  follows: 
Tea,  8,012,000  rubles;  animal  fat,  1,471,000  rubles;  metallic  anti- 
mony, 517,000  rubles;  and  raw  cotton,  417,000  rubles. 

NOBWAT'S  BECENT  DTCBEASE  IN  UVIHG  COST. 

[Consul  OenernI  E.  Hnld^maa  I>«nnlson.  Clirlstlnnin,  Oct.  10.] 

To  show  the  effects  of  the  rising  cost  of  living,  the  Norwegian 
Government's  statistical  bureau  has  obtained  data  of  the  retail  prices 
in  17  towns  for  July,  1914,  and  for  each  of  the  months,  June,  July, 
and  August,  1916.  These  prices  have  been  applied  to  the  necessaries 
of  a  small  family  for  one  year.  The  volume  or  quantity  of  these 
necessaries  remains  uniform  for  the  four  periods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  actual  money  outlay  for  the  four 
periods ;  and  using  the  prices  and  the  outlay  for  July,*  1914,  as  index 
number  100,  the  percentages  of  increase  in  detail  and  in  total  for 
the  three  other  periods  are  expressed  in  index  numbers.  The  table 
was  prepared  with  the  special  object  of  studying  the  changes  for  a 
family  having  an  annual  income  between  $325  and  $470. 


\^l 

June, 
,1916, 

July, 
1916. 

August, 
1916. 

Index  number. 

Necessaries. 

June, 
1916. 

Julv, 
191S. 

Ajg-t, 

M«t.. 

»27.42 

6.43 

12.24 

68.74 

32.36 

22.14 

9.98 

9.12 

7.88 

12.65 

9.39 

S51.82 
10.48 
18.97 
94.17 
60.81 
36.30 
10.38 
16.70 
12.28 
34.03 
14.00 

S59.49 
10.99 
19.10 
96.92 
62.43 
35.86 
10.48 
16.97 
12.76 
35.42 
14.94 

«60.69 
12.02 
21.17 

101.74 
43.04 
36.75 
10.88 
17.25 
12.84 
35.80 
15.03 

189 
163 
155 
137 
157 
164 
104 
183 
154 
2«9 
140 

!17 
171 
US 
141 
163 
1«2 
105 
188 
160 
279 
150 

221 

Pork 

187 

Fbh 

178 

MiUc,  butter,  cheese,  and  eggs.. ...... ••...... 

148 

133 

166 

Coffee 

109 

Sugar 

180 

Other  foods 

161 

Fuel 

282 

Light 

160 

218.45 

349.91 

365.36 

367. 11 

Average  inaez  figure. .................. 

160 

167 

16S 

Prodnoes  Tendency  Toward  Cheaper  Articles. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  consumption  in  such  a  rising  market 
will  have  a  tendency  to  change  toward  the  cheaper  articles,  but  the 
table  nevertheless  shows  the  actual  increase  in  cost  of  living  on  a  uni- 
form quantity  of  necessaries.  The  prices  used  are  largely  those  estab- 
lished by  the  municipal  offices  of  food  and  provisions.  The  greatest 
increase  of  prices  is  found  in  meat  and  fuel  and  the  smallest  increase 
in  coffee  and  bread. 

CONCESSIONS  FOB  OH  DOCKS  AT  FEBTJYIAN  POBTS. 

The  Government  of  Peru  has  granted  concessions  to  the  "West 
Coast  Oil  Fuel  Co.  for  the  construction  of  iron  docks  at  Callao  and 
Paita.  These  docks  will  be  used  exclusively  for  the  loading  and  un- 
loading of  oil  consumed  by  incoming  and  outgoing  steamers.  Pipe 
lines  will  carry  the  oil  from  the  tanks  of  the  company  to  the  docks. 
The  traffic  of  the  oil  docks  will  be  subject  to  the  usual  port  and 
customs  regulations.  The  concessions,  as  published  in  La  Kevista 
Comercial,  are  for  a  period  of  25  years  from  the  date  of  the  opening 
of  the  docks  to  service. 
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PS0TECT8  FOB  IHPBOVIHO  PHIIJPPDIE  SUOAB  DTUVSTBT. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent.  Manila,  Oct.  12.] 

The  Bureau  of  Science  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  which  is  con- 
stantly studying  the  sugar  industry  in  the  islands  and  assisting  sugar 
producers  to  develop  new  methods  with  the  object  of  increased  out- 
put and  higher  (juality,  has  issued  a  statement  of  preventable  losses 
in  sugar  production,  and  a  comparison  of  results  between  the  present 
method  and  that  of  employing  a  central  factory. 

In  the  earliest  days  of  the  industry  cane  sugar  was  made  by  the 
process  now  largely  employed  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  This  is 
simply  the  expression  of  the  juice,  clarification  by  means  of  lime,  and 
evaporation  to  practical  drj'ness.  The  high  p"ades  are  straw-colored 
and  palatable;  the  low  grades  contain  considerable  caramel,  which 

fives  a  bitter  taste.    This  class  of  ^gar  is  consumed  in  its  original 
orm  by  the  people  of  the  Orient.   The  higher  grades  frequently  are 
refined. 

Losses  Produced  by  Antiquated  Kethods. 

Various  losses  are  produced  by  these  antiquated  methods.  If  the 
milling  is  irregular  through  any  cause,  cane  left  in  the  field  exposed 
to  the  sun  soon  starts  to  ferment,  and  within  a  short  time  the  loss  is 
appreciable.  Juices  left  in  the  open  kettles,  unless  limed  to  alkalinity 
and  then  treated  with  formaldehyde,  will  soon  become  worthless  for 
sugar  making. 

In  general  the  extraction  obtained  by  the  ordinary  three-roller  mill 
is  between  60  and  70  per  cent.  Recently  some  of  the  planters  have 
paid  more  attention  to  this  important  element  of  production  and  with 
three-roller  mills  are  obtaining  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  sugar 
from  the  cane.  Some  with  five-roller  mills  have  obtained  as  high  as 
85  per  cent  sucrose  extraction. 

In  the  muscovado  process  the  sugar  boiler  depends  upon  his  sense 
of  sight  and  smell  in  tempering  the  juice.  Frequently  either  too 
much  or  too  little  lime  is  added.  In  either  case  a  poor  sugar  is 
obtained. 

In  the  "  caua  de  punto,"  the  last  evaporating  kettle  of  the  series, 
the  temperature  of  the  boiling  sugar  reaches  aix>nt  130"  C.  Labo- 
ratory experiments  have  shown  that  at  that  temperature  pure  sugar 
would  be  completely  destroyed  in  20  to  30  minutes.  There  is  there- 
fore a  considerable  loss  of  sucrose  from  this  source.  Experiments 
carried  on  by  the  Bureau  of  Science  show  that  in  20  minutes  the 
purity  of  the  boiling  sirup  in  the  No.  1  caua  may  drop  from  88  to  74 
degrees.  As  the  sugar  is  almost  directly  proportional  to  the  purity 
in  dense  solutions,  the  loss  may  amount  to  more  than  20  per  cent. 

Attempt  Froduetlon  Beyond  Capacity  of  Plant 

The  average  milling  plant  in  the  Philippines  probably  can  handle 
from  50  to  75  piculs  of  sugar  a  day  (picul= 139.44  pounds).  Many, 
if  not  the  large  majority,  of  the  planters  try  to  raise  more  sugar  than 
they  can  conveniently  care  for.  In  order  to  handle  it  they  are  forced 
to  start  milling  before  the  cane  is  ripe  and  continue  so  long  that  some 
of  the  cane  becomes  overripe  before  it  is  cut.  This  not  only  yields 
them  a  smaller  output  per  ton  of  cane  but  also  a  poorer  grade  of 
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sugar.  The  purity  curve  of  cane  grown  in  the  Philippine  Islands 
shows  that  it  increases  from  November  to  January  and  decreases 
from  January  to  May.  November  marks  the  beginning  and  May  the 
end  of  the  harvest. 

In  many  places  sugar  cane  dies  before  it  ripens,  on  account  of 
droughts,  method  of  planting,  etc; 

In  the  average  year  high-grade  muscovado  sugar  can  be  made  only 
from  November  to  February.  After  the  latter  month,  as  the  dry 
season  advances,  there  is  a  falling  off  in  purity.  The  year  1915-16 
was  abnormal.  The  rainfall  was  moi-e  uniformly  distributed  than  in 
former  years,  and  the  rain  continued  much  later.  In  fact,  the  dry 
season  lor  this  year  almost  disappeared.  At  times  there  was  too 
much  rain.  The  average  purity  was  not  at  any  time  as  great  as  dur- 
ing an  ordinary  year,  but  the  season  during  which  a  high-grade  sugar 
could  be  made  was  very  much  extended.  The  purity  was  high 
throughout  the  season,  which  shows  that  if  the  soil  has  continuous 
moisture  the  milling  season  may  be  much  extended  and  indicates  the 
possibilities  of  irrigation.  If  irrigation  were  employed,  and  the 
moisture  thereby  carefully  controlled,  it  is  probable  that  the  curve 
of  purities  would  drop  still  less  rapidly.  Supplementing  irrigation 
with  proper  planting  would  even  further  extend,  the  milling  season 
and  improve  the  quality  of  the  product. 

Ome  of  Greatest  Problems  That  of  Labor. 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  that  the  planter  has  to  face  is  that 
of  labor.  Money  is  advanced  to  laborers  sometimes  six  months  be- 
fore they  are  ready  to  work.  It  frequently  happens  that  some  of  the 
laborers' under  contract  fail  to  appear.  The  planter  then  loses  not 
only  his  money  but  his  crop  as  well,  for  during  the  milling  season  in 
many  cases  laborers  can  be  obtained  only  by  hiring  them  from  a 
more  fortunate  neighbor.  Unfortunately  this  method  of  procedure 
is  not  uncommon. 

With  a  central  factory  the  farmer  has  only  to  grow  and  cut  the 
cane  and  load  it  on  the  cars.  This  gives  him  much  more  time  to 
devote  to  his  fields  and  loss  caused  by  small  mills  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

Instead  of  an  extraction  of  GO  to  70  per  cent,  a  modern  central 
mill  will  obtain  from  94  to  98  per  cent  of  the  sucrose  of  the  cane,  a 
saving  of  nearly  50  per  cent.  The  quantity  of  lime  needed  tor 
defecation  is  calculated  and  controlled  chemically  by  an  expert,  so 
that  tempering  of  the  juice  never  causes  difficult}',  and  the  high 
temperatures  foimd  in  the  native  process  do  not  exist  in  modern 
manufacturing  methods.    Two  sources  of  loss  are  thus  eliminated. 

The  loss  through  the  milling  of  unripe  or  overripe  cane  will  be 
eliminated  indirectly  by  the  central  and  the  planters  will  have 
more  time  to.  look  after  their  crops.  They  will  irrigate  their  fields, 
keep  the  cane  in  a  healthy-growing  state,  and  thus  prolong  the 
penod  of  high  purity.  The  officers  of  the  central,  tramed.in  this 
work,  will  assist  the  planters  in  introducing  better  cultural  methods. 

Xore  Effective  Sistribatlon  of  labor. 

The  central  factory  will  lighten,  if  not  settle,  the  labor  question. 
The  sugar  planter  needs  a  certain  number  of  men  throughout  the 
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year.  It  is  only  during  the  milling^  seasctn  when  extra  help  is  needed 
for  the  factory  that  the  scarcity  of  labor  presents  itself.  A  large 
central  mill  will  ordinarily  employ  200  men.  It  will  handle  the 
crop  of  50  plantations,  each  of  which  now  employs  from  25  to  30 
men  for  sugar-making  purposes.  The  central,  therefore,  allows  from 
1,000  to  1,300  laborers,  previously  employed  in  the  factories,  to  work 
in  the  field.  The  planter  can  keep  the  same  men  throughout  the 
year,  and  by  means  of  selection  obtain  a  body  of  workmen  on  whcmi 
he  can  rely.  This  has  already  worked  out  in  one  of  the  sugar  dis- 
tricts of  Negros,  where  a  central  factory  is  milling  for  the  planters. 
According  to  the  calculations  of  the  Bureau  of  Science  about 
3.000,000  piculs  of  muscovado  sugar  are  raised  in  Negros  and 
Panay  per  annum.  Actual  test  nms  show  that  the  central  mill  will 
obtain  about  3  per  cent  more  of  96-degiee  sugar  from  the  cane  than 
the  native  mill  obtains  of  muscovado  sugar. 
Kepresents  Zaige  Annual  £oss  in  Value. 

Assuming  that  a  central  mill  will  get  only  the  same  amount  of 
96-degree  from  the  cane  that  the  native  mill  gets  of  muscovado, 
these  3,000,000  piculs  would  be  worth  more  than  $16,500,000.  Cen- 
trifugal sugar  IS  worth  about  $5.50  per  picul,  whereas  muscovado 
sugar  averages  about  $2.50  per  picul,  so  that  this  sugar  at  present 
is  worth  only  about  $7,500,000.  The  loss  each  year  is  from  $7,500,000 
to  $10,000,000,  assuming  that  the  cost  of  manufacture  of  muscovado 
and  centrifugal  is  the  same.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  centrifugal  sugar 
costs  a  little  less  to  manufacture. 

The  margin  of  profit  under  present  conditions  is  so  small  that  a 
flood,  a  swarm  of  locusts,  or  other  calamity  may  cut  out  all  the 
profit  for  a  number  of  years.    The  only  remedy  is  the  central  mill. 

[Reports  on  tlie  sugar  Industry  of  the  Philippine  Islands  were  published  In 
CoMMEBCE  Repobts  for  January  12  and  April  20,  1916.] 


EXFBBEE  CTTLTIVATION  IH  SIAM. 

[Vice  Consal  Carl  C.   Hansen,  Bangkok,  Sept.  80.1 

Hitherto  Siam  has  not  acquired  any  distinction  as  a  rubber- 
growing  country,  and  during  the  last  five  years  the  export  of  this 
product  through  the  port  of  Bangkok  has  been  comparatively  small. 
Such  shipments  are  listed  by  the  customs  under  the  head  of  "  Rubber 
and  rubber  substitutes,"  the  exports  under  this  classification  amount- 
ing to  142,304  pounds,  valued  at  $18.5.S3.  for  the  fiscal  year  1912; 
229,240  pounds,  value  $32,548,  for  1913;  207,025  pounds,  value 
$33,431,  for  1914;  125,764  pounds,  value  $15,533,  for  1915;  and 
187,980  pounds,  value  $11,055,  for  1916. 

The  only  rubber  plantation  of  any  importance  in  southern  Siam 
is  located  at  Chantaboon  and  consists  of  25,000  trees,  planted  about 
(■>  years  ago,  of  which  20,000  trees  are  now  ready  for  tapping.  Con- 
siderable quantities  of  rubber,  however,  are  said  to  come  from 
northern  Siam,  the  product  of  rubber-yielding  trees  of  the  jungle. 

In  tJje  Siamese  Malay  States  some  attention  has  been  mven  to 
rubber  cultivation  in  the  districts  of  Trang  and  Setul.  Keliable 
information  is  not  obtainable  here,  but  it  is  said  that  the  output  of 
rubber  has  been  insignificant  so  far  in  these  Provinces. 
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J  ABASES  FOBEIOH  TRADE  ABB  GOU)  BESESVE. 

[Vice  CoDsol  M.  D.  Klrjassoff,  Tokobnipa,  Oct.  14.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  published  an 
interesting  report  on  the  foreign  trade  of  this  country  from  January 
to  the  end  of  September,  1916.  According  to  the  report  as  quoted  by 
the  Japan  Chronicle,  exports  for  that  period  amounted  to  764,439,000 
yen  ($381,072,842)  and  imports  to  558,404,000  yen  ($278,364,394),  ag- 

fregating  1,322,843,000  yen  ($659,437,236),  Exports  exceeded  imports 
y  206,035,000  yen  ($102,708,448).  Compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year,  these  figures  show  an  increase  of  269,450,000 
yen  ($134,320,825)  (54.4  per  cent)  in  exports,  and  147,652,000  yen 
($73,604,522)  (35.9  per  cent)  in  imports.  The  foreign  trade  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  year  thus  snows  a  prosperity  unprecedented 
in  a  decade. 

Compared  with  last  year,  exports  to  the  Far  East  and  the  South 
Seas  increased  by  a  little  more  than  46  per  cent,  and  imports  there- 
from by  about  20  per  cent.  An  increase  of  about  40  per  cent  is 
shown  in  exports  to  Europe  and  a  little  more  than  30  per  cent  in  im- 
ports from  Europe.  The  rate  of  increase  in  exports  to  and  imports 
from  the  United  States  is  79  and  73  per  cent,  respectirely. 

Factors  in  Bevefopment  of  Forel^  Trade.    - 

Exports  to  South  America  increased  130  per  cent,  and  imports 
therefrom  154  per  cent.  The  trade  with  Australia  increased  by  57 
per  cent  in  exports  and  32  per  cent  in  imports.  Exports  to  South 
Africa  increased  by  310  per  cent,  while  an  increase  of  57  per  cent  is 
shown  in  imports  from  South  Africa. 

The  principal  factors  in  the  enormous  development  in  Japan's  for- 
eign trade,  according  to  the  Clironicle,  have  been : 

1.  Exports  of  munitions  of  war. 

2.  Increased  exxwrts  to  the  Far  East,  South  Seas,  Australia,  South  Africa, 
South  America,  and  other  places  as  substitutes  for  European  goods. 

3.  Increased  activity  in  the  export  trade  to  the  United  States  consequent  upon 
American  financial  prosperity. 

4.  Increased  Imports  of  Industrial  materials. 

5.  Advance  in  the  value  of  exports  and  imports  on  account  of  the  apprecia- 
tion of  commodities  due  to  the  war. 

New  Kecord  in  Accumulation  of  Gold  Specie. 

The  Chronicle  states  that  at  the  end  of  September  Japan's  gold  re- 
serve totaled  629,000,000  yen  ($313,556,500),  It  increased  to 
650,000,000  yen  ($324,025,000)  on  October  13,  making  a  new  record 
in  Japan's  possession  of  gold  specie.  Of  this  figure,  210.000,000  yen 
($104,685,000)  was  held  at  home  and  440,000,000  yen  ($219,340,0iX)) 
abroad.  There  are  indications  of  a  still  further  increase  in  the  accu- 
mulation of  specie,  and  the  authorities  expect  that  it  will  go  beyond 
700,000,000  yen  ($348,950,000)  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Delivery  of  Steel  Bridges  for  Canton-Hankow  Bailway. 

Consul  General  Edwin  S,  Cunningham  writes  from  Hankow, 
China,  under  date  of  October  9,  that  the  shipment  of  bridges  for  the 
Canton-Hankow  Railway,  Hupei-Hunan  section,  the  contract  for 
which  was  awarded  to  the  United  States  Steel  Products  Co.,  has 
arrived  at  Wuchang  for  delivery,    Tlie  contract  price  was  $476,304. 
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PBOSf  ERITY  SHOWN  BT  BEFOBT  OF  JAFAITESE  UNK 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scl'dmore,  Yokohama.] 

During  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1916,  owing  to  the  greatly 
increased  service  on  the  San  Francisco-Japan  route  of  the  To^o 
Kisen  Kaisha,  all  former  records  made  by  that  company  were  easily 
surpassed.  The  Japan  Times  states  that  for  the  purpose  of  coping 
with  the  changed  situation  on  the  Pacific,  the  company  had  either 
chartered  or  bought  new  ships,  and  "thus  the  gap  left  in  the  San 
Francisco-Japan  trade  by  the  withdrawal  of  the"l*acinc  Mail  Steam- 
ship Co.  was  nearly  filled."  The  company's  South'  American  steamers 
were  also  instructed  to  call  at  San  Francisco  ahd  Panama  on  both 
their  outward  and  homeward  voyages.  According!}^,  the  receipts 
on  this  route  were  so  large  that  an  extraordihiiry  •  increase  in  the 
company's  total  income  was  recorded.  If  the  Ohii/d^Maru  had  not 
been  lost,  the  Times  states,  the  business  result  might  have  been  even 
better. 

During  the  six  months  the  company  ordered  two  steamers  from 
the  Uraga  Docltyard  Co.,  and  three  from  the  Yokohama  Dockyard 
Co.  These  are  all  now  in  the  course  of  construction.  The  Siberia 
and  the  Korea  also  were  purchased. 

Company  Kakes  Ketrenchment  in  Expenditures. 

Of  the  outstanding  debt  of  4,800/)00  yen  ($2,392,800),  the  amount 
refunded  during  the  term  was  1,500,000  yen  ($747,750).  A  re- 
trenchment- in  expenditures  was  made. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  term  amounted  to  8,369,411  yen  ($4,172.- 
151),  against  expenditures  of  5,633.242  yen  ($2,808,171),  the  net 
profit  thus  amounting  to  2,736,169  yen  ($1,363,980),  which,  plus  83,- 
061  yen  ($41,406)  brought  over  from  the  'last  account,  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  in  the  following  profit-and-loss  account:  Total  profit, 
$1,405,387 — ^loss  reserve,  $69,790;  ordinary  dividends  at  12  per  cent, 
$332,126 ;  bonuses  at  3  per  cent,  $83,032 ;  dividend-equalization  fund, 
$348,950;  depreciation  in  fleet,  $498,500;  pension  reserve,  $34,895; 
carried  forward  to  next  account,  $38,094. 
Japanese  Vessels  Chartered  by  Foreigners. 

According  to  the  latest  investigations  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
munications, as  reported  by  the  Japan  Chronicle,  Japanese  vessels 
chartered  by  foreigners  numbered  46  at  the  end  of  August,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  152,863.  Compared  with  the  preceding  month 
these  figures  show  an  increase  of  three  in  number  and  6,066  tons  in  • 
tonnage.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tibnnage  of 
vessels  on  foreign  charter  at  the  end  of  each  month  in  1916 : 


HoDth. 


January. 
February 
Mareh... 
Aprfl 


Num- 

bar. 


Ton- 
nage. 


103, 437 
134,817 
117,880 

in,i60 


Uonth. 


May... 
June... 
July... 
August. 


dum- 
ber. 


Ton- 


131,161 
151,307 
148,797 
IS^SU 


Japanese  Parcel  Post  in  Export  Trade. 

The  Sale  and  Frazar  Geppo  states  that  it  is  a  prominent  feature  of 
the  commerce  of  Japan  that  pan^l-post  transportation  is  being 
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largely  used  for  export  business.  This  is  an  outcome  of  the  shortage 
of  ships  and  high  freights,  whieh  have  made  the  shipment  of  goods 
difficult  and  expensive.    The  destination  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 

Jiarcels  is  Vladivostok;  England  comes  next,  veith  India  and  Egypt 
ollowing  in  the  order  given.  The  figures  for  the  last  year  show 
that  170,000  parcels,  valued  at  $3,489,IK>0,  have  been  sent  to  Bussia, 
representing  about  10  per  cent  of  all  the  exports  to  that  country. 


YEAB'S  ^SJJITS  FEOM  NOVA  SCOTIA  FISHEEIES. 

[Connnl  CbArles  H.  Freeman,  Sydney,  Nora  Srotia,  Canada,  Nor.  2.] 

During  the  Canadian  fiscal  year  1915-16  the  fisheries  of  the  Sydney 
consular  district^  oonjpirising  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  and  the  two 
adjoining  counties  qn,  the  mainland  of  Nova  Scotia,  employed  more 
than  11,000  persons  directly  engaged  in  fishing  on  4,000  vessels  and 
boats,  nearly  1,29Q  61  the  boats  being  gasoline  motor  boats.  In  addi- 
tion some  4,000  laborers  were  employed  in  salting,  packing,  etc., 
making  a  total  of  ld,000  engaged  in  the  fisheries  of  this  district. 

To  encourage  this  industry  the  Canadian  Government,  during  the 
year  mentioned,  paid  a  bounty  of  $27,265  to  the  vessels,  boats,  and 
fishermen  of  the  district.  This  was  at  the  rate  of  $1  for  each  regis- 
tered ton  of  the  deep-sea  fishing  vessels,  and  $5.90  to  each  member  of 
the  crews,  while  the  so-called  shore  fishermen  received  $1  for  each 
boat  engaged  and  $3.45  for  each  fisherman  employed. 
OoTernment's  East  Kefrigerator-Car  Senriee. 

To  share  in  the  bounty  payments,  a  person  must  have  been  engaged 
in  the  fisheries  for  at  least  three  months  and  have  caught  not  less 
than  2,500  pounds  of  fish.  No  bounty  is  paid  to  fishermen  engaged 
in  catching  shellfish,  salmon,  fish  taken  in  or  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
or  fish  caught  in  trap  nets,  pound  nets,  or  weirs.  To  assist  the  in- 
dustry in  this  particular  district  the  Grovemment  on  its  railroad  has 
a  fast  refrigerator-car  service  one  day  each  week  from  Mulgrave, 
on  the  Strait  of  Canso,  to  Montreal,  and  on  less  than  carload  lots 
of  fresh  fish  the  Government  makes  payment  of  one-third  of  the 
express  charges  from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  points  in  the  Provinces 
of  Quebec  and  Ontario.  Besides  these  direct  aids  to  the  fisheries 
of  the  district,  eight  hatcheries  are  maintained. 

The  fisheries  had  a  very  successful  season  in  1915-16,  not  only  in 
the  quantity  of  fish  obtained  but  also  in  the  good  prices  received. 
The  quantities  and  values  of  the  fish  caught  and  marketed  in  the 
past  two  years  were:  Season  of  1914-15,  65,371,800  pounds;  value 
landed,  $1,218,841;  value  inarketed,  $1,751,129;  season  of  1915-16, 
67,195,400  pounds;  value  landed,  $1,252,586;  value  marketed, 
$2,098,420. 

The  quantities  of  the  chief  kinds  of  fish  caught  and  their  values 
landed  in  the  green  state  for  the  year  1915-16  were : 


Kinds  of  fiHh. 

Pounls. 

Value. 

Kinds  of  fish. 

Pounds. 

VahM. 

Salmon. 

616,000 

0,  Ml  COO 

20,308.300 

27.098,800 

1,588,«)0 

$6(1,448 
239.779 
303.758 
284,523 
12.507 

Pollock 

1,712,100 
9,382.000 
3,297,000 
KM.  000 
1,030,600 

$13,370 

•xibsJors 

86.973 

Codfish 

Mackerel 

127. 8t« 

Haddock 

Halibut. 

49,771 

Hake :     .    .  . 

39,633 
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FEATUBES  OF  NEW  BSTTNSWICE'S  FISHERIES. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Honcton.  New  Bmngwlck,  Canada.  Nor.  2.1 

New  Brunswick  has  three  fisheries  districts,  each  under  the  juris- 
diction of  an  inspector.  District  No.  1  comprises  Charlotte  and  St 
John  Counties;  district  No.  2,  Albert, Westmoreland,  Kent,  Northum- 
berland, Gloucester,  and  Restigouche  Counties;  district  No.  3,  Kings, 
Queens,  Sunbury,  York,  Carleton,  Victoria,  aiid  Madawaska  Counties. 
Of  the  six  counties  of  district  No.  2,  approximately  four  are  in  the 
Moncton  consular  district.  This  area,  with  its  long  shore  line  on 
the  Northumberland  Strait,  is  one  of  Candida's  ni<)St  active  fishing 
centers.  ■'•/..  .' , 

Extent  of  Industry  and  Amount  Invested.  I   .    ' ,  / 

The  fishermen  here  operate  1  steam  vessel  ()f  16  j^ns,  320  sailing 
and  gasoline  vessels,  5,340  sailboats,  740  power  bo^t^  and  7  carrying 
smacks.  They  have  the  use  of  190  freezers  an^  ice  )touses,  514  smoke 
and  fish  houses,  and  63  fishing  piers  and  wharves.  l?esides  these,  151 
lobster  canneries  and  1  clam  cannery  are  maintained.  The  invest- 
ment value  of  this  equipipent,  including  the  gear  actually  used  by 
the  fishermen,  is  estimated  at  $1,712,597.  An  estimate  of  the  per- 
sonnel engaged  places  the  total  at  18,123,  made  up  of  12,556  men 
employed  on  the  fleet  and  5,567  persons  working  m  the  canneries, 
freezers,  and  fish  houses  ashore. 

The  report  of  the  inspector  for  district  No.  2  for  the  fiscal  year 
1915-16  (to  Mar.  31)  shows  that  the  value  of  the  fish  taken  was 
$2,589,152,  compared  with  $2,849,820  for  the  corre^nding  period 
of  1914-15,  a  decrease  of  $260,668.  In  giving  details  of  the  catch 
the  inspector  states : 

There  was  an  increase  In  the  salmon  catch  of  2,507  hundredweight,  making 
an  Increase  In  value,  as  compared  with  last  year,  of  $37,605.  Weatlier  condi- 
tions on  the  Mlramlchl  were  against  this  fishery  at  the  beginning  of  the  season, 
and  while  the  catch  in  the  aggregate  exceeded  that  of  last  year,  nt  the  month 
of  the  Mlramlchl  River  and  Bay  it  fell  off,  chiefly  because  the  hnlr  seals  de- 
stroyed large  quantities  of  flsh,  especially  around  Portage  and  Fos  Islands, 
where  Important  fishing  grounds  have  become  worthless.  Had  conditions  been 
favorable  In  the  Mlramlchl  district,  there  would  have  been  a  very  much  Inrger 
catch,  showing  that  the  hatcheries,  together  with  better  protection,  are  more 
than  keeping  up  the  supply.  The  fall  run  on  the  Mlramlchl  was  equal  to  If  nut 
larger  than  th;it  of  former  years. 

Lol>ster  Fishery  Shows  Yast  Improvement. 

The  lobster  fishery  shows  a  vast  improvement,  and,  with  the  reeulntlons 
strictly  enforced,  one  of  our  greatest  fishing  Industries  will  be  preserved.  There 
were  135  factories  In  operation  In  1915,  compared  with  155  in  1914.  An  In- 
creased catch  of  3.200  hundreilwelght  repre.sent«l  an  Increased  value  of  $27,835, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  severe  storm  at  the  height  of  the  fishing  season 
destroyed  the  fishing  gear,  which  could  not  be  replaced,  and  that  the  season 
was  shortened  by  five  days. 

The  herring  retui'ns  show  a  decrea.se  In  the  catch  of  33.366  hundredwelftht 
and  a  decrease  in  value  of  $94,469.  This  to  some  extent  Is  accounted  for  h.v 
the  small  quantity  of  salt  available  and  Its  Increased  value.  As  the  smoking 
Industry  Is  increasing  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  these  fish  which  have 
been  u.sed  so  extensively  for  fertilizing  purposes  will  be  either  salted  or  smoked, 
and  thus  become  a  food  fish. 

The  mackerel  catch  has  decreased  10,109  hundredweight.  This  can  be  ex- 
plained only  by  reference  to  the  weather  conditions.  The  fish  .did  not  come  Into 
thi»  bays  as  they  did  la.st  year.    Market  conditions  also  were  poor. 

There  Is  a  falling  oft  In  the  smelt  fisherj-,  compareil  with  1915,  of  12,205  hnn- 
(iredwelght,  representing  a  decreased  value  of  $122,050.  This  Is  one  of  the  most 
important  fisheries  carried  ou  during  the  winter,  giving  employment  to  a  large 
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number  of  pefsotuf  oft  a  season  when  no  other  employment  Is  available.  The 
weather  conditions  largely  explain  the  shortage  on  the  Mlramlchl  River  and 
tributaries.  There  was  no  ice  to  enable  the  fishermen  to  set  their  nets  until 
January,  and  It  is  claimed  that  the  fish  had  gone  out  to  sea  before  that  time. 

Cod  Piiheries  Suffer  for  Lack  of  Salt. 

Cod  fisheries  showed  an  Increase  of  597  hundredweight.  These  fish  wei'c 
never  known  to  be  so  plentiful  as  they  were  In  June,  but  as  the  fishermen  were 
unable  to  procure  salt  they  did  not  prosecute  these  fisheries  as  they  would  other- 
wise have  done. 

Oysters  showed  a  decrease  of  2,632  barrels  in  comparison  with  last  year. 

Clams  and  quahaugs  fell  short  of  last  year's  catch  by  5,878  barrels.  The  de- 
crease'In  clams  antoupted  jto  |381  barrels,  and  that  In  quahaugs  to  5,197  barrels. 
This  large  decrease  In  quahaugs  Is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  market  value 
was  so  low  that  It  did  not  pay  to  fish  for  them. 

The  capital  invMjted  in  the  fishing  industry  in  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick  is  estiiiiat^d  at  $3,958,714,  the  number  of  men  employed 
cm  the  fleets  and, 'Inland  waters  at  16,702,  and  the  number  of  em- 
ployees in  cannerlfes,  freezers,  and  fi^  houses  at  6,671.  These  figures 
show  that  distribt  No.  2,  dealt  with  in  this  report,  is  easily  the  chief 
fishing  district  of  ttie  Province. 

[A  report  on  Amcirlcan  interest  in  New  Brunswick  fisheries  was  published  in 
CoMUERCE  Repobts  fcH:  July  15,  1916.] 


PATENT  OBTAINED  FOB  CHINESE  TYPEWBITEB. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  in  charge,  office  of  commercial  attacbj,  Peking.] 

The  Chinese  who  invented  a  typewriter  for  his  native  language 
has  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, to  run  for  five  years. 

The  machine  was  described  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  July  3, 1916. 
The  inventor  is  a  graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, was  one  of  the  ori^al  Chinese  indemnity  students  to  be  edu- 
cated in  the  United  States,  was  formerly  aeronautical  engineer  for  an 
American  company,  and  is  now  mechanical  engineer  for  the  Commer- 
cial Press  (Ltd.)  of  Shanghai. 

This  typewriter  uses  4,000  Chinese  characters.  The  ordinary 
Chinese  printing  office  uses  about  6,000  characters,  while  a  complete 
Chinese  dictionary  may  contain  as  many  as '50,000.  For  all  practical 
purposes,  however,  the  6,000  characters  commonly  used  in  a  printing 
office  in  this  country  are  found  to  be  quite  sufficient. 

JAPANESE  COTTON  MILLS  IN  CHINA. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  in  charge,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Pelting,  Sept.  15.] 

The  Japanese  press  reports  various  projects  on  the  part  of  cotton 
spinners  in  that  country  to  extend  their  manufacturing  enterprises 
to  China.  The  Chinese  cotton-manufacturing  industry  recently  has 
experienced  a  period  of  marked  prosperity,  and  it  was  aided  much 
last  year  by  the  movement  among  the  Chinese  toward  the  use  of 
home-manufactured  products. 

One  important  Japanese  spinning  company  already  has  a  site  at 
Shanghai ;  another  has  sent  rei)resentatives  to  China  to  select  one ;  a 
third  has  authorized  an  extensive  increase  of  capital,  part  of  which 
will  be  used  in  building  a  new  Shanghai  factory,  and  a  fourth  has  a 
similar  project  on  foot. 

There  is  no  marked  tendency  at  present  for  wages  in  China  to  rise. 
It  seems  as  if  this  industry  had  a  considerable  future  before  it. 
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AHERICAH  COHSTJIAB  0FFICES8  OH  LEAYE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  pers<Hial 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert.  Talbot  J 

Bucklin,  (ieoree  A 

Cbamberlln,  George  E 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  OoorKe  C 

Jenkins,  Dounlas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  Soren 

Morgan,  Henry  H 

Sauer,Emil 

Smith,  Felix  WUloughby. . . 

Smith,James  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Taggart,  O.  Russell 

Winslow,  Edward  D 

Wataon.John  J.  C 

WUh-ich,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Corinto,  Nicaragua.... 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether 

lands. 
Hamburg,  Germany. 

Cologne,  Germany . . . 
Tiflis,  Russia 

Calcutta,  India 

Montevideo,  Uruguay. 
Cornwall,  Ontark). . 

Copenhagen ,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  Uiqueton... 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion o( 
Tenus. 


Dee.  25 

Jan.  13 

Dee.  23 

Jan.  17 

Dec  31 


Dec.  30 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  15 

Deo.  I 

Feb.  1 

Dec.  15 

Jan.  15 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  20 

Dec.  U 


Dec.  25 
..do.... 
Doc.  30 


Address. 


Dobartmeht otState,  Washington, D. C. 
Lynfi  Haveh,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  t. 
C/oiE;  Xi.  CttKDberlln,  Woodstock  Vil- 

ley,  Conoi    i 
Dei«rtmjent  of  State,  Washbgtcn,  B.C. 

Cfo  District  Offloe,  Bureau  of  Fonipi 

and  Oom^ic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

Building,  Chicago.  III. 
120  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  P.O. 

Do. 
"Islington,"   Walkerford,    Amherst 

County.  Va. 
Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Fortv-secmd 

Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washhi^toii.  D.  ('. 
C/o  Messmore  Kendell,  Woolwonh  Buiki- 

ing.  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Wasbingta, 

D.  C. 
C/o  District  Offlce,  Bureau  of  Forden 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Fedenl 

Boildlng,  Chicago,  III. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Do. 


FLOATING  D£T  SOCKS  FOB  VALPABAISO  HABBOB. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Oct.  25.] 

The  afternoon  edition  of  El  Mercurio  for  October  24  reports  that 
a  30-year  concession  has  been  granted  to  Sr.  Alfredo  Ballinan 
(Grimwood),  Independencia  371,  Valparaiso,  for  the  operation  of 
two  floating  dry  docks  in  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso.  It  is  stated 
that  the  dry  docks  must  be  capable  of  handling  ships  up  to  12,000 
tons. 

No  further  information  on  the  subject  is  available  at  the  present 
writing. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEIOK  AND  SOHESTIC  COMOBCI. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 

KKV  TOKS:  Boom  409,  Cutoakone. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cnatoakoue. 

CUICiOO:  504  Federal  BalMlng. 

ST.  LOVIS:  402  Tkird  KaUonal  Bask  Bnlldlag. 

ATLANTA:  521  Post  Offlce  Billdiag. 

NEW  0BLEAX8:  1030  Hiberala  Bank  BalldlBg. 

SAN  FBANCI8C0:  307  Cnttoi 

BEATTLK:  848  Heary  Balldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLErBLiRDt  Ckaaber  of  GoBBetee. 
CINCINNATI:  GhiBber  of  CMuaerce. 
CINCINNATI:  €.,  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Ckamber  of  Coa«tr». 
PHILADELPHU:  Ckaaber  of  Coii«rcf. 
CHATTANOOOA:  Sortk  AaMrteaa  Agtat.  S«tt- 

era  By.  Co. 
FOBTLAND,  OBBfl.:  Ckaabor  of  ComtR*' 
DAITOH:  flraater  Vajtoi  AasMdatlaa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POMMEBCE  BEPOBXS.  783 

PSOFOSAIS  FOB  GOTEBNHEHT  8IJFFLIES  AIH)  CONSTBUCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclBcations  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  1b  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
Sboald  ask  to  t)e  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calUng  tor 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3842. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflBce 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Oflace,  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  8,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone) 
(Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel,  planished  iron,  steel  castings,  cop- 
per, brass,  bronze,  copper  tubing,  tin,  lead  pipe,  steel  cable,  wire,  electric 
wire,  solder,  steel  pins,  pipe  fittings,  pipe  straps,  stovepipe,  chain,  track 
spikes,  boat  spikesj  nails,  bolts,  nuts,  screws,  anchors,  chain  shackles,  vises, 
wrenches,  reamers,  dies,  files,  cup  hoolss,  crucibles,  riddles,  grindstone,  scales, 
tool  handles,  oot^  viTitfcJr.  gauges,  radio  sets,  reflectors,  electric  fittings,  asbes- 
tos lumber,  fiber  tubing;  rubber  rods,  insulating  cloth,  tapes,  butcher's 
blocks,  waiter'^  aprons,  paper  clips,  labels,  silica  grit,  silica  sand,  silica 
wash,  fire  day,  ferrbsilicbn,  lime,  carbide,  acetone,  graphite,  sal  ammoniac, 
glue,  paraffin  wax,gold  leaf,  litharge,  liquid  filler,  lard  oil,  Japan  drier,  wood 
alcohol,  lampblatcK,  red  lead,  varnish,  paints,  and  white  oak.    (Circular  No. 

1102.)  ,     ;  . 

BubsUtence  supplies.  No.  3843. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  308  Guinbel  Building,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  until  December  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  De- 
cember 12,  191^,  49,000  pounds  of  flour  for  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. ;  63.700 
pounds  of  flour  for  United  States  Disciplinary  Barracks,  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kans. ;  and  40,180  pounds  of  flour  for  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Cast-iron  gears,  No.  3844. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United 
States  Reclamation  Service,  Interior  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  26,  1916,  for  furnishing  nine  pairs  of  cast-iron  skew  bevel  gears 
for  gate  stands  for  KIo  Grande  Project,  N.  Mex.-Tex.  Further  infor- 
mation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3845. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  December  2,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  dredge  tumbler,  engine- 
truck  springs,  brake-shaft  brackets,  lamp-posts,  pig  lead,  electric  cable, 
wire,  conduit  and  fittings,  electric  fittings,  marine  hardware  and  equip- 
ment, locks,  bolts,  hinges,  hasps,  screws,  cotters,  grommets,  tacks,  nuls, 
taper  pins,  drawer  pulls,  bed  casters,  files,  dies,  tackle  blocks,  chain  blocks, 
shelf  brackets,  buckets,  brooms,  tee  tongs,  grindstones,  tool  bandies,  lad- 
ders, lanterns,  lantern  globes,  soldering  pots,  tallow  pots,  oilers,  rules, 
steel  tapes,  rat  traps,  welding  spectacles,  boring  machine,  milling  machine, 
lathe,  range  canopies,  potato-peeling  machine,  refrigerator,  mirrors,  chairs, 
lavatories,  water-closets,  ranges,  tanks,  pantasote,  bunting,  twine,  crayons, 
and  spruce  and  pine  lumber.     (Circular  11(K).) 

Grocery  supplies,  No.  3846. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until 
November  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  December  5, 
1916,  dried  codfish,  pickled  mackerel,  white  corn  meal,  yellow  corn  meal, 
baking  powder,  bcaus,  canned  baked  beans,  rice,  hominy,  canned  tomatoes, 
prunes,  evaporated  apples  and  peaches,  coffee,  tea,  granulated  sugar,  vine- 
gar, pickles,  salt,  pepper,  cinnamon,  cloves,  ginger,  nutmeg,  lard  and  lard 
substitute,  butter,  oleomargarine,  sirup,  flavoring  extracts,  canned  apples, 
apricots,  asparagus,  bacon,  sliced  beef,  borax,  candy,  cheese,  crackers, 
flour,  gelatin,  ham,  jelly,  etc. 

Asphalt  floor.  No.  3847. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  11, 
1916,  for  an  asphalt  floor  in  building  No.  28,  boiler  shop,  at  the  navy  yard. 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Plan  and  specifications  can  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
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FOSEION  TBADE  0FP0BTUD1T1E8.  - 

Rcserrcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  and  Its  dlatrlct  olBc«a.  Reaocat 
for  each  i>|>nortnnIt.r  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnnltT  BuinWer.' 
The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratlnRs  or  assume  responslblllt.v  as  to  the  Ktandltis 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  Bbonld  be  taken  In  all  casoa.  Symbols : 
'Reported   by   American   consular   officers:    t  Reported   by   commercial    attacbta  aad 

commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  ioquirlea  received  by  the  Barean. 

Machinery,   tannine 23109 

Machinery  and  tools 2311S 

Office  supplies , 23108 

Paclclttg  bouae  constnictloD 23113 

Paints   and   colors 23110,23116 

Shoes , :—  33117 

Stationery  .fnd  supplies 23108 

Talking  |Bac{itae  parts 23112 

Tanning. pwticTlals  , 2310» 

Undemr^ar,  iHnlt 23117 


Addressing  machines 23108 

Automobile  supplies,  etc 23110 

Books,    sclenllflc 23117 

Buchnc 23114 

Clothing 23117 

Crockery  and  tableware 23110 

Duplicating  mncblues 2:I10S 

Hardware 23110 

Hosiery 23110,  23117 

Leather 23109 

Machinery,  meat  packing 23113 

23108.  t — A  business  man  In  France  wishes  to  entert  into 'Commercial  relatlen* 
with  American  manufacturers  of  stationery  an(Ii  office  vwppUes  of  all  kirats, 
including  carbon  paper,  typewriter  ribbons,  peocU  sharpeners,  etc.;  aJso 
addressing  and  duplicating  machines,  etc.    Gorrcfpoottonce  in  English. 

23100.t — A  commission  merchant  and  manufacturers'  representative  in  the  Far 
East  is  in  the  market  for  leather,  tanning  materials,  and  machinery  and 
equipment  for  a  newly  constructed  tanning  factory.  Correspondence  in 
English.    Samples  where  practicable  are  desired. 

23110.t: — An  importer  and  commission  merchant  in  the  W^Bt  Indies  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  paint,  hardware,)^tomobtle  supplies 
and  accessories,  tableware,  crockery,  etc. 

23111.* — A  man  In  Portugal  desires  to  repre.sent  an  American  manufacturer  of 
hosiery.    Correspondence  in  Spanish  or  French.    Reference. 

23112.t — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Canada  asks  the  Bureau  to  place  him  in 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  motors  and  other  accessories  entering  into  tlie 
manufacture  of  cheap  talking  maelilnes. 

23113. t — ^The  consular  representative  of  ii  Latin  American  country  In  the  I'nited 
States  desires  to  receive  propositions  for  the  construction  of  a  nieat-piickinj; 
plant,  including  all  requisite  machinery  and  equipment  Alternative  bids 
are  desired  on  the  smallest  unit  that  could  be  operate<l  at  a  prottt,  and  for 
a  unit  considered  by  the  contractor  to  be  the  most  profitable. 

23114.* — A  firm  of  pharmacists  and  chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to 
be  placed  in  communication  with  American  dealers  in  a  position  to  supply 
"  bucliac,"  a  shrub  said  to  grow  In  California  and  which  Is  planted  In 
selected  places  to  aid  In  the  UestrucUon  of  flies  and  insects. 

23115. t — ^An  export  firm  on  the  Pacific  coast  informs  tl»e  Bureau  that  it  has  in- 
quiries from  foreign  buyers  for  large  presses,  dies,  and  tools  for  stanipiiij! 
and  drawing  steel  kitchen  utensils,  such  as  plates,  cups,  bowls,  and  similar 
articles  which  are  afterwards  enameled. 

23116.* — The  manager  of  a  manufacturing  plant  In  Spain  is  In  the  market  for 
colors  for  decorating  and  printing  on  sheet  tin.  Correspondence  in  English- 
References. 

23117.t — An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  coast  Informs  the  Bureau  that  It  has 
inquiries  from  Russia  for  clothing,  underwear,  hosiery,  and  shoes  for 
women  and  children.    Reference. 

23118.t — A  man  In  Venezuela  desires  to  purchase  Spanish  editions  of  scientific 
works  on  Jurisprudence,  medicine,  law,  legislation,  etc.  Catalogues  are 
desired. 

"  Trade  Opportunities  "  Bring  Norwegian  Orders. 

Consul  Maurice  P.  Dunlap,  of  Stavanger,  reports  that  through  tbe 
publication  of  "  Trade  Opportunities  "  in  Commerce  Reports  $2,500 
worth  of  American  fish  nets  and  $500  worth  of  American  shoes 
(with  further  ordera  pending)  were  sold  to  Norwegian  firms  in  tbe 
quarter  ended  September  30,  1916. 

WAsarHOTOM :  ootbrnmbnt  PBumNO  owici :  i*" 
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SPAIN'S  STJPPLT  OF  COPPEE  SULPHATE. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  Embassy,  Madrid,  Spain,  Nov.  25.] 

Minister  of  Treasury  states  national  production  of  copper  sulphate 
sufficient  for  normal  necessities  next  season,  and  unnecessary  to 
acquire  any  abroad. 

BBITISH  PBOHIBinON  OK  GOLD  AST)  SILVER  ABTICLES. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^,  London,  received  Nov.  27.] 

All  articles  manufactured  solely  or  partly  of  gold  or  silver  and  all 
jewelry  containing  gold,  silver,  or  platinum  prohibited  importation 
United  Kingdom.  Jewelry  manufactured  solely  base  metals  ad- 
mitted. [This  is  in  the  nature  of  an  interpretation  of  the  proclama- 
tion prohibiting  the  importation  of  jewelry,  etc.,  notice  concea'ning 
which  was  published  in  Cojimerce  Reports  for  Nov.  20,  1916.] 


ADDITIONS  TO  EHBABOO  LIST  OF  THE  NETHEBXANDS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  vice  consul,  Rotterdam,  Nov.  24.] 

The  following  articles  have  been  placed  under  embargo:  Chinese 
•wood  oil;  wooden  shoes;  oyster  shells;  all  iron  and  steel  and  their 
alloys  in  every  form  except  when  used  as  packing  material;  aloxite, 
alundum,  emery,  amaril,  carborundum,  and  similar  grinding  ma- 
terials; matting  used  as  packing  material;  chestnuts,  acorns,  and 
beechnuts;  shoe  pegs;  various  vegetable  seeds;  vegetable  glue  made 
from  potato  flour  and  dextrin;  all  spices;  perfumery  of  every  de- 
scription ;  cheese  marked  as  destined  for  inland  consumption. 


HIGH  BECOBD  HADE  IN  TESTS  OF  BADITTM. 

The  largest  quantity  of  radium  ever  received  for  test  in  one  month 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  was  that  for  tlie  month 
of  October,  1916.  The  total  value  for  the  month  was  $77,000.  The 
aggregate  value  of  the  radium  tested  at  the  bureau  up  to  the  present 
time  is  more  than  $1,000,000, 
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MIITEBALS  IN  GEBliAN  WEST  KPBICAS  COIOHI^. 

[Consol  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  French  West  Africa,  Oct.  28.] 

One  of  the  recent  reports  of  the  Comite  Central  des  Houilleres  de 
France  contains  an  interesting  reference  to  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  German  colonies  in  West  Africa.  The  following  extracts  were 
taken  therefrom: 

Togoland. — ^The  presence  of  iron  ore,  gold,  chromite,  bnusite,  and  limestone 
Is  reportetl. 

The  Iron  ore  Is  of  the  hematite  variety,  containing  89.51  per  cent  iron  oxide, 
9.47  per  cent  infusorial  earth,  0.24  per  cent  alumina,  0.16  per  cent  manganese 
oxlUe,  and  0.3  per  cent  phosphorou.s  acid.  ,  These  are  mainly  found  in  tlie  Sokode- 
Basarl  district.  The  extent  of  the  deposits  probably  represents  20,000,000  Eng- 
lish tons. 

Natural  gold  Is  found  In  the  alluvions  sediments  of  the  River  Moru,  aurif- 
erous quarte  in  the  vicinity  of  Atakpame  and  Sokode,  and  conglomerates  at 
Kpando. 

Chromites,  containing  a  little  nickel,  are  to  be  found  in  the  southwest  of 
Atakpame,  beauxites  to  the  southwest  of  Misahohe,  and  there  exists  to  the  east 
of  Agband!  quartz  veins  containing  pockets  of  argentiferous  lead. 

Deposits  la  the  Xamerun. 

Tfte  Katnerun. — No  important  mineral  discoveries  have  yet  been  made  in  the 
Kamerun,  but  the  result  of  researches  effected  up  to  now  is  encouraging  and  jus- 
tifies a  more  systematic  exploration. 

There  Is  an  abundance  of  iron  ore,  especially  in  the  neighlwrhood  of  Ball  and 
Bamenda.  The  following  is  an  analysis:  Metallic  iron,  42.29  per  cent;  manga- 
nese, 0.35  per  cent;  phosphorus,  0.17  per  cent;  and  infusorial  earth,  12.26  per 
cent.    There  are  also  rich  minerals  of  the  magnetic  type. 

Bauxite  is  fairly  extensive,  as  also  is  clay;  but  tin,  gold,  or  wolfram  have 
not  been  found. 

Asphalt  is  to  be  found  at  Onidenge  and  Mamfe ;  a  little  coal  with  48.3  per  cent 
of  cinder  at  Mamfe ;  and  salt  banks  In  the  district  of  Osslngu  containing  from 
5  per  cent  to  8  per  cent  of  common  salt. 


ASSISTANCE  GIVEN  BT  BVBEAU  OF  STANDARDS. 

Among  the  numerous  conferences  that  have  been  held  by  repre- 
sentatives of  manufacturing  interests  with  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Standards  in  the  past  few  weeks  were  several  in  which  tlie  prob- 
lems considered  were  of  general  interest. 

The  chemists  of  two  large  companies  discussed  with  the  bureau 
certain  features  of  the  recovery  of  potash  in  the  burning  of  Portland 
cement. 

An  expert  of  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wis.. 
conferred  with  reference  to  work  on  paper  and  writing  materials. 

A  representative  of  a  lumber  concern  interested  in  the  possibility 
of  cutting  gumwood  into  chips  at  the  sawmill  and  selling  the  baled 
chips  called  at  the  bureau. 

Two  technical  men  from  Chicago  conferred  regarding  pycnometers 
and  calorimetric  standards. 

A  visitor  from  a  Japanese  university  was  interested  in  paper  and 
textile  fibers. 

Another  visitor  was  acting  for  a  company  which  makes  scientific 
instruments  and  drafting  supplies.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
the  manufacture  and  testing  of  blue-print  drawing  papers. 

Assistance  is  being  given  to  a  company  which  contemplates  the 
manufacture  of  porcelain  buttons. 
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SHAUrARu  AHinnnTioir  needed  in  canaby  islands. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Teneriffe,  Oct.  27.] 

The  Canary  Islands  are  short  of  small-arm  ammimition  stocks, 

.and  as  these  supplies  have  hitherto  come  from  England,  France, 

J  Italy,  and   Germany,  in  the  order  named  as  regards  quantities, 

American  producers  should  be  in  a  position  to  bid  for  this  market 

successfully. 

Some  $20,000  per  annum  of  this  class  of  merchandise  is  required 
by  these  islands,  as  hunting  is  a  popular  pastime  for  small  game, 
such  as  quail,  pheasant,  partridge,  and  rabbit  is  plentiful.  Public 
supplies,  such  as  army  and  police  ammunition,  are  under  national 
supervision  and  imported  direct  from  Spain. 

Shotgun  and  revolver  ammunition,  however,  offer  an  exceptional 
opportunity  to  American  firms,  and  present  prices  are  approximately 
double  as  compared  with  quotations  for  July,  1914. 

There  are  no  clubs  especially  interested  in  the  use  of  firearms,  and 
the  only  Government  regulation  as  regards  the  sale  of  small-arm 
ammunition  is  the  requirement  of  a  special  license.  Under  present 
conditions  buyers  in  this  market  would  probably  accept  f .  o.  b.  terms 
in  an  Amei-ican  port  for  this  class  of  merchandise,  although  im- 
doubtedly  c.  i.  f.  terms  would  lead  to  wider  buying. 

In  the  present  ':ite  of  this  market  it  would  not  seem  desirable  that 
American  firms  should  seek  any  special  agent;  but  it  is  advisable  to 
send  catalogues  with  terms  and  prices  stated  in  pesetas  if  possible, 
and  if  not,  in  terms  of  Ame.-'ican  gold.  The  Spanish  language  should 
be  employed. 

[A  list  of  smnll-.trm  nuiiuunltion  dealers  in  tlie  Ciiimry  Islands  cnn  l)o  ob- 
taln<Hl  at  I  lie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes-tic  Conuiierce  or  its  district  or 
cooi>erativc  offices.    Itefer  to  file  No.  82058.] 


NEW  STEEL  MILL  IN  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  T.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Oct.  16.] 

There  has  recently  been  developed  in  Santiago  a  steel  industry  on 
a  small  scale,  using  as  raw  material  the  old  iron  formerly  exported 
to  Europe.  The  high  price  of  steel  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Eu- 
ropean war  led  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  this  article  through 
the  efforts  of  an  engineer,  Mateo  Vucetich,  and  a  capitalist.  Bernardo 
Granello.  Great  difliculty  was  experienced  at  first  in  finding  skilled 
workmen,  until  Spaniards  were  secured  from  Bilbao,  where  the 
steel  industry  is  developed.  Chileans  were  taken  on  as  apprentices, 
and  the  force  now  employed  numbers  about  100,  not  including  those 
who  collect  the  old  iron.  A  special  foundry  had  to  be  built  for 
making  the  needed  machinery,  which  was  turned  out  after  European 
models,  as  was  also  the  refining  furnace.  Chilean  coal  is  being 
used,  which  is  another  item  of  economy. 

The  products  of  the  mill  include  bars,  plates,  angles,  tees,  con- 
struction steel  for  concrete  buildings,  carriage  parts,  bolts,  nuts, 
nails,  horseshoes,  tires,  etc.  The  Chilean  steel  sells  for  20  per  cent 
less  than  the  imported  steel.  A  fair  quality  has  been  obtained,  and 
the  operating  difficulties  encountered  at  first  are  now  being  over- 
come. The  demand  for  steel  in  Chile  is  large  and  increasing,  which 
assures  an  immediate  market  for  all  that  can  be  produced  at  the 
Santiago  mill. 
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SOUTH  AHEBICA'S  CHDrAWABE  SUPPLY  LIMITED. 

[Consul  ThomaB  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  CbUe,  Oct  1».] 

A  salesman  traveling  for  American  glass  manufacturers  states 
that  he  has  received  many  inquiries  from  his  customers  regarding 
chinaware.  He  has  been  asked  why  he  did  not  sell  it.  In  a  letter 
telling  of  his  experience  he  states  that  there  should  be  a  demand  for 
chinaware,  as  stocks  offered  for  sale  are  small,  and  patterns  to 
choose  from  are  limited  in  number,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  in  the  way  of  introducing  American  chinaware  would 
be  the  higher  scale  of  prices  asked  by  American  manufacturers  and 
dealers. 

In  normal  times  most  of  the  chinaware  of  the  cheaper  kinds  came 
from  Great  Britain,  with  Germany  second  on  the  list  of  countries 
supplying  Chile.  The  European  ware  is  now  more  difficult  to  obtain. 
Kitchen  Ware  Sold  Practically  All  Imported. 

A  factory  was  started  recently  in  another  part  of  Chile  for  the 
manufacture  of  enameled  ware,  but  so  far  the  number  of  different 
articles  made  has  been  limited,  and  the  kitchen  ware  now  sold  by 
the  retail  trade  is  practically  all  imported.  A  few  houses  here  at 
present  are  selling  American  enameled  ware.  Chinaware  as  well  as 
enameled  ware  is  handled  principally  by  hardware  houses,  but  prac- 
tically all  stores  retailing  groceries  have  some  trade  in  these  articles. 
Nickel-plated  ware  is  nearly  all  handled  by  hardware  houses. 

On  account  of  the  higher  manufacturing  costs  in  the  United  States 
at  this  time,  as  well  as  increa.sed  freights,  the  prices  of  American  arti- 
cles seem  very  high  in  comparison  with  prices  paid  for  European 
articles  before  the  war,  and  the  difference  is  emphasized  hy  the  facf 
that  most  of  the  articles  now  being  sold  are  of  European  origin. 

This  condition  may  be  unavoidable,  and  the  higher  prices  charged 
by  American  firms  may  be  understood  by  those  who  carefully  study 
the  situation,  but  it  is  suggested  that  whenever  cheaper  raw  mate- 
rials, cheaper  labor,  and  other  items  entering  into  manufacturing 
costs  again  prevail  it  would  be  advisable  to  concede  lower  prices  on 
manufactured  articles  to  foreign  importei*s,  rather  than  to  endeavor 
to  maintain  maximum  prices  for  as  long  a  period  as  possible.  It 
will  be  only  through  such  liberal  action  that  trade  obtained  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  European  goods  can  be  retained. 
Letter  From  Traveling  Salesman. 

The  traveling  salesman  mentioned  as  having  represented  this 
branch  of  trade  in  South  America  said  in  the  course  of  his  letter  on 
the  subject : 

"  There  is  a  great  demand  all  over  South  America  for  chinaware, 
enameled  ware,  and  nickel-plated  ware.  I  have  visited  Brazil,  Urn- 
guay,  Argentina,  and  Chile,  from  Punta  Arenas  to  Antofagasta. 
Everywhere  I  have  been  asked  the  same  question  by  most  of  my  cus- 
tomers :  *  Where  can  we  buy  chinaware  in  the  tJnited  States,  or 
enameled  ware  or  nickel-plated  ware  ? '  In  case  some  American 
manufacturer  in  that  line  is  likely  to  be  interested,  I  shall  be  rerjf 
much  pleased  to  furnish  him  with"  the  names  and  addresses  of  possi- 
ble purchasers." 

[The  nOtlross  in  tlK>  t'nltcHl  Stales  of  tlie  snle.smnn  who  Is  prepared  to  furnlsli 
the  nomos  of  tlenlcrs  in  Sout1>  Ainerlon  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domesilc  ("ommerto,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Kctcr  t« 
file  No.  81008.] 
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AMESICAN  LOAN  TO  CITT  OF  BTJBUN. 

[Vice  Consal  Charles  C.  Broy,  Dublin,  Ireland,  Not.  G.] 

One  of  the  important  municipal  problems  of  Dublin  for  a  number 
of  yeai-s  has  been  that  of  providing  better  living  qiiaiters  for  the 
working  population  of  the  city.  Some  progress  along  this  line  has 
already  been  made,  but  it  is  hoped  that  many  more  dwellings  will 
be  ei'ected  in  the  near  future.  It  is  claimed  that  the  health  of  those 
living  in  the  dwellings  thus  far  provided  is  far  better  than  that  of 
those  yet  remaining  in  the  old  buildings.  This  is  especially  true  in 
the  case  of  tuberculosis. 

The  Dublin  press  of  November  4  announced  that  favorable  action 
has  been  taken  on  the  report  of  the  housing  committee  of  the  Dublin 
Municipal  (Vmcil,  which  recommended  the  acceptance  of  a  loaii  of 
£410.000  {about  $2,000,000)  from  a  Boston  banking  firm  for  the 
purpose  of  cons-tructing  additional  dwellings.  The  interest  to  be 
paid  amounts  to  £5  lis.  3d.  per  cent,  or  slightly  more  than  5J  per 
cent. 

Before  this  loan  can  be  consummated  the  question  of  the  accept- 
anace  must  be  referred  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
matter  will  probably  not  be  definitely  decided  for  several  weeks.  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  be  accepted,  as  the  terms  seem  favor- 
able for  present  conditions,  and  in  that  event  there  would  seem  to  be 
a  good  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  building  materials.  It 
is  therefore  suggested  that  interested  firms  send  literature  to  Dublin 
building  contractors  [whose  names  and  addresses  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Biu'eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  81824]. 


DIAHONS-CTrrXINa  Dn)1TSTBT  IN  ENOLANI). 

[Consal  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Birmingham,  Not.  6.] 

One  effect  of  the  war,  apparently,  has  been  to  establish  the  dia- 
mond-cutting industry  on  a  pennanent  footing  in  Birmingham. 
Attempts  made  from  time  to  time  to  start  the  industry  here  were, 
in  the  main,  failures  because  of  a  lack  of  the  necessary  skilled  labor, 
but  now  the  war  has  driven  to  this  country  as  refugees  practicallj' 
all  the  Belgian  diamond  workere. 

Birmingham  is  probably  the  leading  center  of  the  jewelry  industry 
in  Great  Britain.  Diamond  cutting  is  a  very  important  essential 
of  the  industry,  and  the  advent  of  the  Belgian  workers  was  at  once 
seized  on  by  the  jewelry  manufacturers  to  establish  the  business 
here.  Six  months  ago  a  start  was  made  with  about  50  skilled  Bel- 
gian workers.  It  was  a  success  from  the  beginning.  The  staff  and 
plant  were  soon  increased,  and  there  are  now  over  80  employed.  In 
the  meantime  British  boys  are  being  trained,  and  it  has  been  demon- 
strated that  they  are  quite  capable  of  acquiring  the  necessary  skill. 
It  is  said  that  in  London  half  a  dozen  diamond-cutting  factories  have 
been  made  possible  by  the  presence  of  refugee  Belgian  skilled 
workers. 

Experienced  jewelry  men  believe  the  industry  is  here  to  stay,  and 
that  while  many  of  the  Belgian  craftsmen  after  the  war  may  return 
to  their  native  land  they  will  at  least  have  remained  long  enough  to 
establish  the  business  permanently  in  England. 
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JAPAKZSE  EXPOSTS  OF  BEER  TO  DTDIA. 

IF:itrac-t  from  Japan  Chronicle,  forwarded  by  Vice  CoDsol  M.  D.  KlrJanoS.  Tokoliaaa, 

Oct  15.1 

A  Japanese  oiEcial  sent  to  Bombay  to  inspect  the  commercial  situa- 
tion made  a  report  to  the  Tokyo  Government  in  which  he  said  that 
among  Japanese  products  imported  by  India  beer  was  one  which 
had  increased  remarkably  since  the  outbreak  of  war  and  had  the 
brightest  prospects. 

••  The  largest  Japanese  exporter  of  beer  to  India,"  he  said,  "  is  the 
Dai  Nippon  Beer  Co.,  followed  by  the  Kabuto  and  Sakura  Beer  Cos. 
It  is  satisfactor}'  to  note  that  tliey  station  their  agents  in  India  and 
are  making  vigorous  efforts  to  extend  theii  markets." 

The  imports  of  beer  into  Bombay  from  April,  1915,  to  March,  1916, 
totaled  228.000  gallons,  Japanese  imports  amounting  to  62,000  gal- 
lons, or  about  27  per  cent  of  the  total.  In  1912-13  the  total  received 
from  Japan  was  not  more  than  3  gallons ;  22  gallons  were  shipped  in 
1913-14,  and  8,100  gallons  in  1914-15. 

"  It  will  be  seen,  stated  the  report  mentioned,  "  what  a  great  dif- 
ference the  war  has  made  in  Japan's  beer  trade.  It  is  expected  that 
in  the  current  year  the  figure  will  double  that  for  the  preceding 
year." 

COTTON  SHIFUEirrS. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cott<m  during  the  week  ending  November  25, 1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


DIstricls. 

Bale.'<. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

OeorRli 

16. 7« 

523 

50 

3,016 

Vlrplnla 

M&s.sachi tsolt^ 

'  Galvciton 

G4  900 

New  Virk 

7.g» 
U«98 

N orth  Carolina 

1   \Vfl«l|infft^n 

I'liiladolplila      

1            Total 

Bouth- Carolina 1 

117.406 

1 

The  exports  of  117,495  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1910,  approximately  2,372,153  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  j'eai' 
were,  respectively,  68,039  bales  for  the  week  and  1,772,862  bales  in 
the  cotton  vear. 


FRANCE  IMPORTS  SUGAR  FROM  MAITRITIITS. 

fCommercIal  Attachii  C.  W.  A.  VetUtz,  Paris.  Oct.  27.] 

The  Mauritius  correspondent  of  the  Union  Nationale  pour  I'Ex- 
portation  des  Produits  1'  ran^ais  has  informed  this  organization  that 
the  British  (lovernment  has,  as  usual,  purchased  the  entire  sugar 
crop  of  the  island,  but  that  this  year  the  crop  has  been  purchased 
on  behalf  of  the  French  Government.  The  amount  involved  is  be- 
tween 150,000  and  180,000  tons.  The  first  shipments  were  made  at 
the  end  of  September. 
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COHUEBCIAL  ITEIIS  YROHL  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Anckland,  Oct  28.] 

Increased  Bank  Deposits. 

The  total  deposits  in  the  banks  of  New  Zealand  at  the  end  of 
September,  1916,  amounted  to  !i>183,751,iWO,  aftainst  $154,473,913  at 
the  same  period  in  1915.  being  a  net  gain  of  $29 .-278,017  for  the  year, 
divided  as  follows:  $li!  515,9iSr)  in  Government  deposits:  iplO,097,053 
in  free  deposits,  and  $f.,0(54,978  in  fixed  deposits.  Tlie  excess  of  de- 
posits over  loans  amounted  to  $38,549,177.  against  $:i,fi23,472  at  the 
end  of  September.  1914.  The  coin  and  bullion  in  the  vaidts  of  the 
banks  of  the  Dominion  amounted  to  $30,490,234,  against  $:>8,340,4'28 
at  the  same  period  in  1914.  The  note  circulation  amounted  to 
$21,071,716,  against  $9,794,167  at  the  end  of  September,  1914. 

Increased  Wealth  of  New  Zealand. 

The  balance  of  trade  for  the  calendar  year  1915  amounted  to 
$52,422,434,  against  $5,629,231  for  the  calendar  year  1913.  while  the 
balance  of  trade  for  the  first  eiglit  months  of  19i6  amounted  to  $49,- 
527,563  against  $43,940,002  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1915.  The 
Government  receipts  showed  a  balance  on  September  30,  191(5,  of 
$10,992,455  against  $1,619,922  at  the  same  time  in  1915 ;  with  a  total 
public  debt  of  $515,641,848.  The  total  valuation  of  land  and  im- 
provements of  the  country  is  placed  at  $1,805,844,678,  with  tlie  value 
of  personal  property  at  $926,552,322,  making  the  per  capita  wealth 
at  about  $2,277. 

Increased  Foreign  Business  at  Anckland. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Auckland  shows  marked  increases 
and  indicates  the  future  importance  of  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  exports  for  the  year  ended  August  31,  1916,  amounted  to 
$30,893,189,  compared  with  $18,274,515  for  the  same  pei-iod  in  1915, 
being  an  increase  of  68  per  cent,  while  the  increase  for  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand  was  only  about  27  per  cent;  and  the  outlook  for  1917 
is  even  better,  since  more  attention  has  been  given  to  the  jjroduction 
of  butter  and  cheese  and  the  raising  of  fat  stock  than  ever  before. 

Exports  for  Third  Quarter  of  1916. 

Exports  from  New  Zealand  for  the  quai-ter  ended  September  30, 
1916,  amounted  to  $34,393,522  as  compared  with  $31,361,843  for  the 
same  period  in  1915.  This  increase  is  especially  important  since  it 
included  no  specie  export,  while  the  September  quarter  of  1915  in- 
cluded specie  to  the  value  of  $1,646,993.  Of  the  exports,  tlie  TTnited 
Kingdom  took  supplies  to  the  value  of  $28,381,399  and  the  United 
States  to  the  value  of  $1,216,625. 

Customs  Eecelpts  and  Export  of  Odd  From  Anckland. 

A  late  report  by  the  customs  authorities  at  the  port  of  Auckland 
shows  that  the  customs  receipts  of  the  port  for  the  first  eight  months 
of  1916  were  $3,080,932,  against  $2,861,809  for  the  same  period  in 
1915.  and  the  beer  duties  $132,520,  against  $83,757,  respectively.  The 
export  of  gold  for  the  same  period  in  1916  amounted  to  $13,800,145, 
against  $1,061,559  in  1915. 
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HABBOB  KOOBnfaS  AT  HOHOKOHO. 

[Consul  Ocneral  George  B.  Anderson,  Bongkons,  British  CUna,  Oct  6.1 

While  from  its  beginning  Hongkong  has  always  been  a  free  port, 
in  that  no  duty  has  [men  levied  upon  incoming  or  outgoing  mercnan- 
dise,  and  port  and  other  charges  have  always  been  kept  at  a  minimum, 
the  actual  situation  of  most  sliips  in  its  harbor  has  been  peculiar. 
Until  comparatively  recent  years  nothing  was  done  in  the  way  of 
providing  modern  wharf  facilities,  and  the  acconunodations  now 
offered  are  for  only  six  large  vessels,  and  the  piers  are  owned  by  a 
private  corporation.  Nor  has  any  extensive  work  been  undertaken 
in  the  way  of  dredging  and  improving  the  harbor.  Ships  have 
anchored  in  the  stream,  and,  where  regularity  of  service  or  extent  of 
interests  justified  it,  buoys  were  placed  and  ships  have  usually  made 
fast  to  them.  These  buoys  were  placed  by  arrangement  with  the 
(irovemment  by  tlie  shippmg  companies. 

'  The  companies  operating  coasting  services  were  the  first  to  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  place  buoys,  and  the  points  in  the  harbor 
nearest  the  principal  landings  were,  naturally,  the  locations  selected 
by  these  concerns.  The  result  has  been  that  as  the  over-sea  trade  of  the 
port  developed  and  larger  vessels  came  into  the  trade,  the  new  ships 
have  been  compelled  to  moor  at  buoys  placed  at  constantly  increasing 
distances  from  the  landing  places,  whereas  the  more  important  places 
in  the  port — that  is,  the  buoys  most  convenient  to  shore — ^have  been 
occupied  by  small  coasting  or  tramp  steamers.  Passengers  arriving 
or  departing  by  the  large  mail  sliips  have  been  compelled  to  cross  the 
harbor  from  and  to  the  outer  buoys,  while  the  more  convenient  buoys 
were  occupied  by  ships  carrying  few  or  no  passengers. 

OoTernment  Now  Owns  Mooringi. 

To  avoid  such  an  abuse  and  to  better  control  the  harbor  generally 
the  Hongkong  authorities  two  years  ago  passed  an  ordinance  by 
which  the  (iovernment  bought  all  these  buoys  in  the  harbor,  classified 
them  into  three  grades,  and  charged  for  the  first-grade  or  more  con- 
venient buoys  a  fee  that  represented  a  return  on  the  convenience 
afforded  large  and  important  mail  ships  by  such  moorings,  and  scaled 
the  charges  down  to  naif  for  those  most  distant  from  the  landings 
and  most  suitable  for  the  use  of  the  small,  coasting  rice,  coal,  and 
tramp  steamships  generally.  The  purchase  or  condemnation  of  the 
privately  owned  moorings  was  not  actually  undertaken  until  the 
second  half  of  the  year  1915,  when  the  financial  condition  of  the 
colony  justified  the  expenditure. 

The  work  of  purcnase  and  relaying  the  buoys  was  completed 
diu'ing  the  past  month,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil on  October  5  the  governor  of  the  colony  announced  that  the  sum 
of  $120,215  gold  had  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  45  moorings, 
as  compared  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $125,000  gold  for  40  moor- 
ings anticipated  in  the  original  plans  of  the  government.  While 
tlie  plan  of  the  government  has  been  opposed  by  the  companies 
owning  the  favored  locations  in  the  harbor,  the  demand  of  other 
shipping  has  been  insistent  and  the  advantage  to  the  government  and 
to  the  public  at  large  has  been  self-evident.  By  the  new  arrange- 
ment all  vessels  of  whatever  ownership  or  nationality  coming  into 
the  harbor  can  have  the  accommodations  for  which  they  are  will- 
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ing  to  pay,  namely,  $4  gold  a  day  for  class  A  moorings,  $3  gold  a 
day  for  class  B,  and  $2  gold  for  class  C  moorings.  The  resultant 
revenue  not  only  supports  the  moorings  but  also  nets  a  small  bal- 
ance to  the  government;  and  it  is  doubtful  if,  in  the  long  run,  the 
moorings  for  their  vessels  now  cost  even  those  companies  with  fav- 
ored locations  under  the  old  regime  as  much  as  they  formerly  cost 
them.  The  new  scheme  works  especially  to  the  advantage  of  all  the 
trans-Pacific  mail  ships. 

TOKOHAMA  SPECIE  BANE  OPENS  SINOAPOBE  BBANCH. 

[CoDsnl  narry  Campbell,  detailed  as  tIcc  consul  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Oct.  2.] 

The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  (Ltd.),  head  office  at  Yokohama, 
with  a. subscribed  capital  of  48,000,000  yen  ($24,000,000),  a  paid-up 
capital  of  30,000,000  yen  ($15,000,000),  and  a  reserve  fund  of  20,- 
800,000  yen  ($10,400,000),  has  recentlj'^  opened  a  branch  in  Singapore 
at  31-A  Kling  Street.  Other  branches  and  agencies  are  located 
at  Tokyo,  Nagasaki,  New  York,  Bombay,  Sydney,  Hongkong,  Kyojun 
(Port  Arthur),  Tiebling,  Fengtien  (Mukden),  Chi-Nan-Fu.  (3saka, 
London,  San  Francisco,  Calcutta,  Hankow,  Shanghai.  Tientsin, 
Changchun,  Antung  Hsien,  Harbin,  Kobe,  Lyon,  Honolulu,  Los  An- 
geles, Peking,  Dairen  (Dalny),  Newchwang,  Liaoyang,  and  Tsing- 
tau,  and  with  London  Bankers,  Paris  Bank  (Ltd.),  Union  of  London 
and  Smiths  Bank  (Ltd.),  and  London  Joint  Stock  Bank  (Ltd.). 

The  new  branch  advertises  that  it  transacts  all  kinds  of  banking 
business,  that  it  issues  drafts,  purchases  or  remits  bills  for  collection, 
and  grants  traveler's  circular  letters  of  credit  negotiable  in  all  towns 
of  importance  throughout  the  world. 


EXPOETS  OF  IVORY  COAST  PRODUCTS. 

[CoBsuI  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  French  West  Africa,  Oct.  27.] 

According  to  statistics  recently  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel 
de  la  Cote  d'lvoire  the  exports  of  palm  kernels  from  the  Ivory 
Coast,  French  West  Africa,  during  the  first  six  months  of  191G 
amounted  to  7,718,773  pounds,  as  against  6,023,232  pounds  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  export  of  palm  oil  amounted 
to  7,663,678  pounds,  as  against  6,122,253  pounds  in  1915.  There  were 
6,570,780  pounds  of  timber  exported,  as  against  15,880,769  pounds  in 
1915;  504,616  pounds  of  rubber,  against  146,236  pounds  in  1915;  and 
111,521  pounds  of  cocoa,  against  113,433  pounds.  The  decrease  in 
the  exports  of  timber  is  not  surprising  when  the  present  difficulties 
of  transport  are  taken  into  consideration.  These  conditions  did  no5 
exist  to  such  a  great  extent  last  year. 


EXTBA  TBAIN  FOB  TBANSANDINE  SEBVIOE. 

[Commercial  Attach*  V.  I*  Havens,  Santiago,  Chile,  Oct.  24.] 

Announcement  is  made  that,  beginning  November  1,  there  will  be 
two  trains  a  week  by  the  Juncal  Transandine  between  Los- Andes, 
Chile,  and  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.  One  of  these  will  be  a  through 
train ;  the  other  will  necessitate  a  change  of  cars  and  a  wait  of  some 
hours  in  Mendoza.  Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  only  one 
train  a  week. 
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INTBODnCINO  AHEfilCAN  BEEB  OH  CHINESE  XABXET. 

[Congul  General  Thomas  SamiAong,   Shanghai,] 

Several  years  ago,  before  domestic  brews  were  introduced,  there 
was  a  good  demand  for  American  beers  on  the  Shanghai  market, 
Pabst,  Schlitz,  and  Rainier  being  the  favorites.  At  that  time  they 
were  sold  for  $20  to  $24  Mexican  per  case  or  cask  containing  10  dozen 
pints,  which  at  the  present  rates  of  exchange  would  roughly  be  $10 
to  $12  gold.  These  beers  must  -now  face  the  competition  of  very 
pood  beers  brewed  in  Shanghai  and  Tsingtau,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported from  Japan,  and  which  are  sold  in  this  market  to  the  con- 
snnier  at  $4.25  to  $0  gold,  delivered,  and  all  breakage  made  good. 
Those  prices  refer  to  cases  containing  6  dozen  pints  or  4  dozen  quarts. 

Before  tlie  war  beer  imported  from  Germany  had  a  very  large  sale 
on  this  market  and  was  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  $6  to  $12  gold. 
At  the  present  time  British  Pilsener  beer  and  ale  sell  for  $8  to  $12 
gold  per  case  of  6  dozen  pints. 

The  import  tariff  on  beer  is  about  $0,075  gold  per  2  dozen  pints  or 
1  dozen  quarts,  and  is  the  same  no  matter  what  packing  is  used. 

Preferred  Fackine: — labels — Terms. 

The  preferred  packing  would  seem  to  be  cases,  strongly  made, 
wired,  and  sealed  (to  prevent  pilfering),  containing  6  dozen  pints  or 
4  dozen  quarts,  although  casks  containing  10  dozen  pints  is  the 
recognized  way  of  packing  American  beer  for  this  market.  It  is 
customary  to  wrap  each  bottle  in  corrugated  paper,  the  spaces 
between  bottles  being  filled  in  with  fine  straw.  However,  in  all 
packing  the  point  toliear  in  mind  is  that  the  packing  should  be  as 
secure  as  possible  without  thereby  increasing  the  cost  too  much,  as 
the  sale  of  almost  all  goods  in  the  China  market  hangs  more  upon 
considerations  of  price  than  of  quality. 

With  reference  to  labels,  any  label  that  is  suitable  for  the  American 
trade  would  be  suitable  for  this  market.  It  should  include,  of  course, 
the  name  of  the  local  firm  intrusted  with  the  distribution  of  the  goods. 

As  regards  color  of  beverage,  there  seems  to  be  little  or  no  demand 
for  dark  beers  upon  this  market. 

Merchants  here  receive  60  to  90  days'  clear  credit  from  date  of 
arrival  of  cargo  in  Shanghai,  and  some  British  firms  have  been 
granted  as  much  as  four  months,  though  there  is  a  steady  tendency 
toward  shorter  terms.  The  first  or  trial  shipment  should  really  be 
on  consignment,  subsequent  shipments  to  be  based  on  the  demand 
created. 

Agency  Arrangremeiits — rnhlicity  Work. 

It  is  customary  to  give  an  agency  for  the  goods  to  some  foreign 
wine  and  spirit  dealer  who  has  connections  in  the  various  outports. 
There  is  no  American  liquor  merchant  in  Shanghai.  The  question 
of  commission  is  one  that  should  be  settled  between  agent  and  prin- 
cii>al  according  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  In  every  instance  a  suit- 
able allowance  should  be  given  the  agent  for  publicity  purposes. 
The  cos't  to  the  agent  should  be  figured  on  the  lowest  possible  oasis, 
in  onler  to  compete  with  the  beers  now  on  the  market.  In  calculating 
the  cost  price  of  export  articles  care  should  be  taken  to  figure  the 
bare  cost  of  manufacturing,  and  not  ask  the  agent  here  to  pay  also 
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for  the  cost  of  publicity  and  delivery  in  the  home  market,  which  in 
.  no  way  further  the  sale  of  goods  in  this  field. 

In  introducing  a  new  beer,  as  well  as  in  maintaining  sales  there- 
rafter,  it  is  always  advisable,  and  to  a  certain  extent  necessary,  to 
use  one  or  several  publicity  methods.  Newspaper  advertising,  6rst 
in  Shanghai,  to  be  followed  later  by  insertions  in  leading  Tientsin 
and  Hankow  papers,  is  a  minimum  requirement.  Further  publicity 
can  be  gained  at  reasonable  cost  by  the  free  distribution  of  adver- 
tising novelties,  handbills,  and  calendars,  and  also  by  the  display  of 
posters  on  walls  and  signboards,  in  street  cars,  and  on  slides  in 
motion-picture  houses.  Needless  to  say,  any  and  all  advertising 
should  be  done  under  the  advice  and  supervision  of  the  local  agent, 
who  alone  is  capable  of  using  correct  methods.  A  duty  of  5.25  per 
cent  ad  valorem  is  assessed  on  all  imported  advertising  matter, 
though  it  is  possible  to  send  small  lots,  say  under  $5  in  value,  by  mail, 
in  which  case  it  would  probably  be  passed  duty  free. 

Three  Oeneral  Introductory  Uethods. 

There  might  be  said  to  be  three  general  methods  of  introducing 
American  beers  into  China.  It  has  been  customary,  as  already 
stated,  to  place  an  agency  with  experienced  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
chants in  the  treaty  ports.  The  advantage  of  distributing  goods 
through  these  merchants  is  that  they  specialize  on  a  particular  line. 
The  disadvantage  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  no  American  concern 
of  this  kind  and  the  natural  tendency,  of  course,  is  for  these  dealers 
to  push  the  goods  of  their  respective  countries. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  in  Shanghai  and  other  ports  a  num- 
ber of  American  firms  or  '"  hongs  "  .doing  a  general  import  and  ex- 
port business  on  a  very  large  scale  anf  handling  goods  requiring 
special  management  in  special  departments  under  the  supervision  of 
experts.  These  American  "hongs"  have  established  connections  all 
over  China  and  are  able  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  manufacturer 
in  the  United  States  an  efficient  sales  organization,  capable  of  launch- 
ing on  this  market  any  new  product  if  the  right  backing  is  received 
from  the  manufacturer. 

Working  through  these  American  "  hongs,"  two  methods  might  be 
followed  with  equal  advantage:  (1)  Placing  the  agency  with  the  firm 
which  has  an  expert  already  in  its  service,  or  (2)  placing  the  agency 
with  a  firm  which  will  provide  an  office  for  the  tjnited  States  manu- 
facturer's paid  representative  and  place  at  his  disposal  the  sales 
force  and  the  knowledge  accumulated  through  previous  experience, 
thus  insuring  a  still  better  supervision  of  the  manufacturer's  interests. 

[A  Ust  of  Shanglini  liquor  dealers  and  general  Inipovt  houses  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
and  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  81687.  As  shown  lu  Oommekce  Ue- 
POBTS  for  Nov.  15,  1916  (p.  612),  China  Imported  $447,412  worth  of  beer  and 
porter  In  lOl.j,  Shanghai's  share  In  this  trade  being  $141,728.] 


Proposed  Argentine  Coasting  Trade  Law. 

The  retiring  President  of  Argentina  presented  to  Congress  a 
project  for  a  new  law  to  regulate  the  river  and  coasting  trade  of 
the  country.  The  bill,  which  is  published  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Boletin  Oficial,  is  awaiting  the  attention  of  the  next  Congress. 
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SWISS  IHPOBTS  OF  PETBOLEIHE  FBODUCTS. 

[Consal  General  Francis  B.  Keene,  Zarlcb,  Oct.  5.] 

The  following  tables  give  the  quantities,  in  metric  tons  (metric 
ton=2,204.6  pounds),  and  values  of  the  Swiss  imports  of  petroleum, 
paraffin  and  ceresin,  vaseline,  benzine,  etc.,  during  1914,  wMth  the 
principal  countries  of  origin,  and  the  quantities,  by  countries,  and 
total  values  for  1915 : 


Countries. 


TEIROLUVM 


Austria-IItm;jary 

France 

Kus. 


Koumaiiu 

Unitivl  Stjlps. 
Argcntiiii 


Total. 


TAIiAFriN  AND  CERESIN. 


Oermany 

Austria-Hungary. . . 

France , 

lUly 

llelgium 

United  Kingdom... 

Russia , 

Norway 

British  Indies 

Dutch  Indies 

China 

United  States 

AH  other  countries. 


Total. 


Oermany 

France 

Italy 

nelcium 

United  KinRdom . . . 

Russia 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 


Total. 


Germany 

Austria-llunfary. 

France 

Russia. 


Ron  mania 

Dutch  Indies 

United  Stales 

All  other  countries. 


Total. 


Quantities. 


1914 


MeMe 

lotu. 

11,«50 

3 

87 

284 

28,290 

1 


40,314 


1,107 


154 


483 

1,989 

Ml 

514 

973 

3,0S1 

£,148 

23 


12,368 


1915 


llftrx 

Urns. 

72 

2 

65 

4,471 

28,317 


32,927 


Value. 


1914 


1913 


$404,701 

73 

3,022 

9,!«3 

982, 79S 

38 


,400,495   12,069,207 


41 
149 
110 

31 


93 


97 


1,052 
11 


1,588 


119 


49 
185 


1,845 


8,627 
3 


10,709 


9,755 
92,867 
2,237 
1,779 
1,793 
11,575 
12,784 
2,849 
1,308 
S,0*« 
1,445 
9,686 
347 


153,801 


6,471 

510 

1,936 

4,586 

340 


11,685 
645 


26,173 


32,620 
133,938 
10,<«2 
34,687 
65,848 
308,135 
347,768 
1,594 


835,452 


175,190 


34, 5H 


1,136,803 


Depends  TTpon  TTnited  States  for  Fetroleiun. 

The  statistics  for  petroleum  do  not  include  the  imports  of  gasoline, 
])etr<)leum  distillates,  etc.,  which  during  1914  amounted  to  iA  metric 
tons,  valued  at  $3,708.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  there  have 
been  increased  imports  of  petroleum  from  Roumania  and  the  United 
States.  For  the  i)rescnt  Switzerland  must  depend  almost  entirely 
upon  the  United  States  for  its  supply  of  petroleum.  In  the  recently 
published  fourth  neutrality  report  by  the  Federal  Council  the  mer- 
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chandise  division  of  the  Swiss  economics  department  states  that 
purchases  of  American  petroleum  for  delivery  via  Italian  ports  were 
made  some  time  ago,  and  that  some  shipments  already  nave  been 
received.  The  consumption  of  petroleum  has  decreased,  and,  more- 
over, the  dealers  and  the  Federal  Government  are  still  in  possession 
of  considerable  quantities. 

Vaseline  has  been  comparatively  scarce  in  Switzerland  for  some 
time.  As  a  substitute  for  benzine  it  is  hoped  that  a  supply  of  benzol 
mt^  be  obtained  from  Germany  and  Austria. 

By  decree  dated  February  12, 1916,  the  Federal  Council  placed  the 
importation  and  sale  of  petroleum,  benzine,  etc.,  under  the  control  of 
the  bureau  for  the  importation  of  petroleiun  and  benzine  of  the  Fed- 
eral economics  department.  Private  firms  importing  these  products 
must  first  obtain  the  authorization  of  this  bureau,  which  also  estab- 
lishes the  maximum  prices  and  is  empowered  to  confiscate  for  the 
Government  all  supplies  of  such  products  in  Switzerland. 

JCaxlmtun  Prices  for  Sales  by  Bureau. 

The  maximum  prices,  established  Jime  5,  1916,  at  which  the  Fed- 
eral bureau  sells  petroleum  in  10-ton  quantities  are  $7.53  per  100 
kilos  (220.46  pounds),  or  $6.10  per  100  liters  (105.66  quarts).  The 
maximum  retail  price  for  general  consumption  was  fixed  at  40  cen- 
times (7.7  cents)  per  liter  (1.05  quarts). 

The  bureau's  similar  wholesale  prices  for  ordinary  light  .benzine 
of  Sp.  Gr.  0.68  to  0.69  is  $16.88 ;  for  automobile  benzine  of  Sp.  Gr. 
0.70  to  0.73,  $11.58;  for  Avax  benzine  of  Sp.  Gr.  0.75  to  0.76,  $10.23; 
and  for  benzol  of  Sp.  Gr.  0.88,  $11.19  per  100  kilos. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  control  of 
importation  and  sale  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  Federal 
Council  mentioned,  agreements  entered  into  by  Switzerland  require 
that  these  products  shall  be  iriiported  into  Switzerland  from  or 
through  the  entente  countries  only  upon  authorization  by  and 
through  the  medium  of  the  Swiss  Import  Trust  (Society  Smsse  de 
Surveillance  ficonomiqtie)  at  Berne. 

[A  list  of  Swiss  Importers  of  petroieum,  paraffln,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreicn  niid  l>omestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  ofliccs. 
Refer  to  flic  Xo.  814S7.]        

STATE  OF  CEOFS  IN  FBANCE. 

[Couimerolal  Attach*  C.  W.  A.  Vcdltz,  Paris.  Oct.  27.1 

The  Journal  Officiel  a  few  days  ago  published  the  resiUts  of  the 
official  investigation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  concerning  the 
state  of  crops  on  October  1, 1916.  It  is  customary  in  these  estimates 
to  indicate  by  the  figure  100  that  the  crops  are  excellent,  while  80 
means  good,  60  means  fair,  50  passable,  and  30  poor.  The  figures 
for  the  present  year  are  indicated  below,  and  the  figures  for  October 
1, 1915,  follow  those  for  1916  in  parentheses : 

Maize,  66  (64) ;  potatoes,  58  (52) ;  Jerusalem  artichokes,  71  (69) ; 
green  forage,  67  (60) ;  sugar  beets,  68  (58) ;  beets  for  fodder,  67 
(61) ;  beets  for  distilleries,  70  (60) ;  grapes,  50  (37) ;  apples  and 
pears  for  cider,  35  (65) ;  flax.  59  (66)  ;  hemp,  58  (73)  ;  hops,  60 
(70) ;  tobacco,  62  (64). 
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BBAZIL  STUDIES  POSSIBLE  SOITSCES  OF  SIHBEBIITE. 

[Cqnsnl  General  Alfred  h.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  24.] 

Mention  was  made  in  Cojimerce  Beports  for  September  9,  1916, 
of  the  pre.sence  in  Brazil  of  eruptive  masses  commonly  known  as 
"pipes  of  kiml)erlite,  or  diamond  matrix.  Since  that  time  some 
correspondence  from  tlic  United  States  has  reached  this  office  show- 
inw  that  the  subject  is  of  special. interest. 

Brazilian  dianKmd  mining  has  traditionally  been  placer  mining. 
Perhaps  there  existed  vague  expectations  of  findings  the  mother- 
lode  "  farther  up,"  but  these  never  appeared  to  attract  attention  until 
the  arrival  in  this  coimtry,  in  1009,  of  Samuel  Draper  the  geologist, 
discoverer  of  the  Premier  mine  in  South  Africa. 
Report  from  State  of  Hinas  Oeraes. 

When  Mr.  Draper  had  completed  certain  examinations  of  the 
Aguas  Sujas  mine  at  Baggagem,  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes— a 
placer  mine  and  an  ancient  conglomerate  lying  high  above  the  pres- 
ent river  levels — he  believed  he  had  foimd  traces  of  a  broken-down 
"pipe"  of  kimberlite.  In  1913  he  took  up  the  question  with  Dr. 
Derby,  Go\ernment  geologist,  and  with  a  petrogi-apher  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Brazilian  (jovernment  named  Everard  Riemann,  at  Tiros, 
a  village  in  the  *State  of  Minas  (leraes  on  a  branch  of  the  Sio 
Francisco  River,  in  the  Serra  de  Matta  da  Corda,  where  he  believed 
further  evidence  of  kimberlite  had  been  found. 

In  1914  Dr.  Derby  sent  the  peti-ographer  mentioned  and  Horace 
Williams,  a  geologist,  together  on  an  expedition  to  Tiros  and  beyond 
to  investigate.  They  returned,  bringing  reports  which  did  not  appear 
to  furnish  evidence  that  was  quite  conclusive. 

In  1915  Mr.  Riemann  went  alone  on  a  mission  to  Tiros  and  beyond 
that  point.  He  reported,  it  is  said,  the  discovery  of  at  least  five 
"pipes"  of  kimberlite.  Toward  the  close  of  that  year  Dr.  Derby 
made  an  official  report  of  these  conditions  to  the  Brazilian  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  (lovernment  has  given  serious  consideration  to  this  matter  and 
is  awaiting  further  reports  of  a  geologist  and  a  petrograplier  who 
are  now  studying  conditions. 

APPLE  OEOWINQ  IH  NEW  BEUNSWICZ. 

(Consul  Harry  S.  Culver,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  Canada,  Xov.  15.1 

The  Api^le  Growers  Association,  in  connection  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  has  been 
working  diligently  for  the  past  five  years  to  bring  the  orchards, 
some  of  them  old  and  virtually  abandoned,  to  a  state  of  successful 
and  profitable  bearing,  and  the  results  are  astonishing.  The  displsT 
of  fruit  at  the  recent  fair,  although  perhaps  not  the  largest  held 
in  Canada,  could  not  be  excelled  in  color,  quality,  or  size  of  the 
fruit.  Such  varieties  as  the  Northern  Spy,  Golden  Russet,  King  of 
Tompkins.  (Jravenstien,  Bishop  Pippin,  Fameuse,  Wealthy,  an" 
Banada  Baldwins  were  in  their  most  perfect  development,  showing 
that  New  Brunswick  has  the  soil  and  climate  necessary  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  perfect  fruit,  if  only  modern  methods  are  appiied- 
The  efforts  put  forth  by  the  New  Brunswick  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Apple  Growers  Association  has  greatly  increased 
the  interest  in  apple  growing  apiong  the  people  of  the  Province. 
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AHEBICAH  CONSTJLAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

Bucklui,  Oeorro  A 

Chamberlln,  Oeorge  E... 

Dow,  Edward  A 

OamoD,  John  A 

Hanson,  Oeorgs  C 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  Soren 

Uorgan ,  Ilenry  B 

Sauer,  Emll 

Smith,  Felix  Willoughby... 

Smlth,James  A 

Spahr,  Herman  L 

Taggart.  0.  Kussell 

Winston-,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WUIrlch,  Gohhard 

Wcddell,  Alexander  W. . 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 

Bordeaux,  France 

Oeorgotown,  Guiana. . 

St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Cnrinto,  Nicaragua ... 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Hamburg,  Germany. 

Cologne,  Germany . . . 
Tifl  Is,  Russia 


Dec.  25 

Jon.  13 

Dec.  23 

Jon.  17 

Dee.  31 


Dec  30 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  15 

Dec.  1 

Feb.  1 

Doc.  15 


Calcutta.  India Jan.    15 

HontoTideo,  Uruguay.   Doe.    1 
Cornwall,  Ontario '  Doc.  20 

Copenliagcn,  Dcnmarki  Doe.  11 


St.  Pierre,  Hiquelon . . . 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Dec.  25 
...do.... 
Dec.  30 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
I.ynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chambcrlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Deportment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Disttict  onice,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commeroe,  604  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  lU. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Department  of  Slate,  Washmgton.  D.  C 
Do. 

"Isliniiton,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Knickerbocker  Hotel,  Forty-second 
street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Department  of  State   Washtagton,  D.  C. 

c/o  Messmore  Kendell,  Woolworth  Build- 
in?,  New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

not  Euclid  street  NW.,  Washington, 
D.  0. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commorco,  504  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  111. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 


PBOPOSIO)  HEBGEB  OF  CHILEAN  STTOAB  BEHNEBIES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Oct.  24.] 

The  Diario  Ilustrado  of  October  23  states  that  negotiations  are 
being  carried  on  for  the  consolidation  of  the  Refineria  de  .A^ucar 
de  Vina  del  Mar  and  the  Refineria  de  Aziicar  de  Penco.  These  are 
the  two  principal  sugar  refineries  in  Chile  [see  Commerce  Reports 
for  Dec.  8,  1915],  and  they  would  practically  monopolize  the  local 
industry.  Chile's  imports  of  raw  sugar  for  refining  amounted  in 
1914  to  about  75,000  tons,  and  in  1915  to  about  67,000  tons.  In  these 
same  years  refined  sugar  was  imported  to  the  extent  of  8,500  tons 
and  3,300  tons,  respectively.    The  raw  sugar  comes  chiefly  from  Peru. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAV  OF  FOBEIQN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUHEBCE. 


DisraicT  OFncES. 

KETT  TOBK:  Boo,n  400,  Castomhonse. 

BOSTON:  1801  Castomhoue. 

CHICAGO:  504  Federal  Balldlag. 

KT.  LOUIS:  408  Tklrd  Kitlonal  Baak  Balldlag. 

ATLANTA:  GSl  Post  Office  Balldlng. 

KEW  0BLEAK8:  1020  HlberBU  Bnk  Balldlag. 

8AH  FBANaSCO:  807  Ciutonkome. 

SEATTLE:  848  Henrr  Bolldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLEVELAND:  Chamlwr  ot  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co, 
LOS  ANSELES:  Cktmber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA :  Clumber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTAN00«A:  Soath  Amerleaa  Agent,  Soilh- 

en  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Ckimber  of  Commerce. 
DATTOX:  Greater  Daytoa  Assoclatloa. 
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FOBEION  TEAOE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Referred  addrefiscs  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  and  Its  district  oM«»s. '  Reqn^ct 
for  each  op|)orrunlty  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  «t«t«  opiiortnnlty  niuHbcr. 
The  Biirean  does  not  furnish  eredlt  ratines  or  assnme  responsilillit.v  as  to  tbe  standtate 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  tbe  usual  prerautlons  Ktaould  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols: 
•  Ueported  liy  Amcrlenn  consular  officers;  t  Ke|>or(ed  by  commercial  attacnfej  and 
commercial  agents ;  J  iilrect  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agricultural  implements 23121 

t'arpets  and   rugs 23124 

Conilensed  milk 23119 

Cotton  goods 2312(5 

fr'V'kery  and  glassware . 23128 

fudcry 23124 

Knncy  goods _23r^4,  23120 

llftrdwnrc  and  tools 23124,23129 

,7ewolry 23120 

Tjcuther  and  leather  goods 2312tS 

LItbographing  supplies 23123 


Machines,  can-mnklug 23127 

Medicines 23129 

Paper,  printing 2312« 

Provisions 23129 

Salt 23132 

Sanitary  articles 2312.'i 

Shoe  laces 23131 

Silks  and  silk  ribbons 23120.23130 

Sprayers 23122 

Stationery ."  23126, 23129 

Toys 23124, 28126 


:.*;inO.* — a  wholesale  inerc'liniit  iu  Spain  desires  to  purchase  condensetl  milk. 
(,'<)rrosi)oii(lence  may  be  in  English.     Cash  will  be  paid. 

2;?120.t — An  export  Ann  on  tlie  Pacific  Coast  of  the  United  States  informs  the 
Bureau  that  it  is  lit  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  Russia  regarding  jewelry- 
References. 

2:!121.* — Tlie  fiscal  agency  of  an  American  Jlisslon  in  China  desires  to  enter 
into  communication  with  American  exirortors  of  agricultural  Implements!. 

23122.t — A  fruit-canning  company  in  Hawaii  desires  quotations  and  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  knapsad;  and  other  types  of  small  ar.-ienic  sprayers  for 
eradication  of  grass  and  wtxids;  also  siinilnr  sprayers  for  using  sulphate  of 
copper  for  the  destruction  of  fungi,  etc.  Sprayers  must  be  of  suitable 
weight  to  be  readily  carried  over  rough  land  between  closely  planted  fruit 
trees  and  slirubs. 

2;{123.* — The  owner  of  a  lithographing  establisliinent  In  Spain  desires  to  pnr- 
cha.se  lithographing  supplies,  liichuUug  colors.  References.  Corresiwiul- 
ence  In  Spanish  or  French. 

2.3124.* — A  man  who  has  been  in  Austrnliit  f(U'  (he  iMist  two  and  oue-tanif  years 
in  the  interests  of  American  exiiorlers  Is  nhout  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States  to  procure  additional  agencies  for  the  sale  of  such  merchandise  as 
toys,  fancy  goods,  rugs  and  cari)ets,  various  small  tools,  and  cutlery.  Ex- 
clusive agencies  are  desired. 

2312.5.* — A  firm  of  manufacturers  and  wholesalers  of  pharmaceutical  and  chemi- 
cal proilucts  in  Switzerland  wishes  to  enter  Into  commercial  ivlations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  sanitary  articles  of  hard  and  soft  rubber  and 
of  glass  and  wootl.    Corresiwndence  In  German  or  French  Is  preferred. 

23120*. — An  establlshetl  manufacturers'  agent  In  Brazil  and  Argentina  desires 
to  enter  Into  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  stationery 
and  printing  paijci-s,  leather  and  leather  goods,  silks  and  silk  ribbons,  cot- 
ton goods,  fancy  goods,  and  toy.s.    Reference.    Correspondence  in  Englisb. 

23127.* — ^A  merchant  in  India  wishes  to  be  placetl  In  touch  with  manufacturers 
of  machines  for  making  tin  cans,  used  for  putting  up  fruit,  tea,  etc.  The 
machines  are  to  be  worketl  by  hand  and  high  capacity  is  not  required. 

23128.* — ^A  merchant  In  the  West  Indies  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  cheap 
glassware,  crockery,  and  china.  Corresiwndence  may  be  In  English.  Ref- 
erence. 

23129.t — A  merchant  In  West  Africa  desires  to  receive  particulars  from  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  medicines,  provisloas,  stationery,  light  hard- 
ware, and  .small  tools. 

23130.t — A  firm  in  Sweden  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  an  American 
manufacturer  and  exi>orter  of  silks.  Reference.  Correspondence  in  Eng- 
lish. 

23131. t — A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  rect^lve  quotations  on  cotton  shoe 
hurcs  Willi  metal  tips.  Sumples  are  desired.  Rate  of  conunissiou  should 
be  stated. 

23132.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  be  place<l  in  communication  with  salt 
manufacturers  lu  the  Vnitcil  States,  preferably  in  Michigan. 

WASHINGTON  :  COVKBNJIEST  PBl.VTIXG  OFFICS ;  UH 
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SPAIN'S  ZmeBTS  OF  WHEAT  AITD  COBN  IN  SEFTEHBEB. 
[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  30.1 

The  imports  of  wheat  into  Spain  during  September  amounted  to 
16,251  tons,  a  decrease  of  4,611  tons  compared  with  August,  1916. 
Of  the  month's  receipts,  7,768  tons  came  from  the  United  States,  but 
only  5,220  tons  of  the  total  imports  were  dischai'ged  at  Barcelona, 
and  diflSculty  is  experienced  in  securing  sufficient  wheat  for  food 
purposes. 

There  were  11,004  tons  of  com  of  South  American  origin  im- 
ported at  the  various  ports  of  Spain  during  September. 


FRANCE  CBEATES  A  COMMEBCIAL  BEOISTEB. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz,  Paris,  Nov.  3.] 

The  French  Minister  of  Commerce  has  prepared  a  bill,  soon  to  be 

5 resented  to  the  National  Legislature,  establishing  a  Commercial 
Register,  similar  to  those  which  for  some  years  have  been  in  exist- 
ence in  several  European  countries,  particularly  Scandinavia. 

According  to  the  bill,  this  register  will  constitute  a  sort  of  official 
reference  list  of  French  and  foreign  merchants  established  in  France. 
It  will  contain  detailed  information  concerning  their  citizenship  and 
nationality,  their  personal  and  conjugal  status,  and  their  commer- 
cial record  and  affiliations.  In  the  case  of  corporations  the  register 
will  indicate  the  name  of  the  corm)any,  the  names  of  its  officials, 
and  the  location  of  the  principal  office  in  France  or  abroad,  as  well 
as  information  concerning  branch  offices  or  agencies  in  France  or  else- 
where. 

This  official  record  of  mercantile  concerns  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Tribunal  de  Commerce,  where  it  will  be  kept  up  to  date  and  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public.  Persons  seeking  information  regarding 
firms  with  which  they  may  have,  or  with  which  they  may  seek,  busi- 
ness relations  may  thus  be  rapidly  and  accurately  informed  con- 
cerning their  status. 

«710e*-16  fi^\^^^]^ 
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TSEBIZOirD  niBEBT  CBOP  FOS  1916. 

[Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  Treblzond,  Tnrtey,  Oct  17.] 

It  is  obvious  that  in  a  district  occupied  by  two  belligeroit  fwoee 
it  is  impossible  to  obtain  official  and  comprdiensiTe  crop  statistics. 
Still,  though  no  figures  are  available  for  the  many  snudl  villages 
comprised  in  this  consular  district  (which  usually  yield  abunduit 
quantities  of  filberts),  it  has  been  found  possible  to  estimate  Has 
year's  crop  for  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Trebizond  proper.  This 
estimate  is  4,340,000  pounds,  as  against  17,551,000  pounds  in  1913 
and  31,000,000  in  1914,  an  abnormal  year.  About  2,480,000  pounds 
were  left  on  hand  from  last  year's  crop,  making  the  total  present 
stock  6,820,000  pounds,  which  is  rapidly  diminishing.  The  export 
of  nuts  is  forbidden  by  the  authorities.  Small  <]^uantities  are  sold 
for  eating  purposes,  but  the  bulk  of  the  stock  is  either  sold  to  local 
firms  which  crush  out  the  oil  from  the  nuts  or  is  being  held  for 
hirfier  prices. 

To-day's  wholesale  price  for  unshelled  nuts  is  3.50  rabies  a  pood, 
which  at  the  standard  rate  of  exchange  equals  $5  per  100  pounds. 
The  normal  price  before  the  war  was  $5.66  per  100  pounds,  but  in 
April,  1916,  it  had  faUen  to  $1.06,  owing  to  tiie  large  quantities  then 
on  hand.  Although  at  first  glance  it  would  seem  that  the  preset 
rate  is  approximatSy  normal,  such  is  really  not  the  case  when  tiie  dif- 
ference in  the  present  and  pre-war  value  of  the  ruble  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. [Normally  the  ruble  is  worth  $0,515  U.  S.  gold ;  now  it  is 
quoted  at  $0.30.]  Prices  are  rapidly  augmenting,  however,  and  it 
will  not  be  surprising  if  they  eventually  surpass  the  normal  ones. 
Yield  in.  freTioni  Yean. 

In  this  connection  a  short  review  of  the  crops  of  the  district  for  the 
past  five  years  may  be  of  interest.  In  191(^11  the  crop  of  filberts 
was  smaller  than  in  1909-10,  showing  a  difference  of  24,000,000 
pounds.  The  total  exports  for  the  season  were  107,113,300  pounds, 
to  which  5  per  cent  for  local  consumption  should  be  added  to  show 
the  total  amoimt  produced.  Of  these  exports  48  per  cent  went  to 
Germany,  22  per  cent  to  Austria,  10  per  cent  to  France,  10  per  cent 
to  Egypt,  4  per  cent  to  America,  3  per  cent  to  England,  and  3  per  caat 
to  other  countries.  The  crop  of  the  1911-12  season  proved  to  be  much 
smaller,  the  total  being  only  58,591,400  pounds.  Prices  were  conse- 
quently much  higher ;  they  reached  $6.11  per  100  pounds  as  compared 
with  $4.02  in  1910-11. 

Three  years  before  the  landowners  began  to  give  scientific  and 
systematic  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  trees  instead  of  letting 
them  grow  wild.  New  groves  were  also  planted  and  the  soil  nwre 
carefully  treated.  That  their  efforts  were  well  rewarded  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  in  1912-13  the  crop  amounted  to  74,475,400  pounds, 
and  the  quality  was  considered  slightly  better.  In  1913-14  the 
previously  unheard  of  amount  of  148,800,000  pounds  was  harvested. 
Excellent  climatic  conditions  were  partly  responsible,  but  the  addi- 
tional care  expended  imdoubtedly  largely  contributed  in  making 
such  a  result  possible. 

Canadian  Bank  to  Open  Venezuelan  Branch. 

Consid  Herbert  R.  "Wright  reports,  under  date  of  November  13) 
that  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  has  rented  quarters  and  will  soon 
establish  a  branch  bank  in  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela.^  . 
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CHiLEAir  nroirsTBiAL  exposition. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Hareos,  Santiago.] 

The  Chilean  Industrial  Exposition  which  was  organized  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  [see  Commerce  Re-  . 
POETS  for  Apr.  12, 1916]  was  formally  opened  at  Santiago  on  Septem- 
ber 17  by  the  President  of  Chile  before  a  gathering  of  public  officials 
and  diplomatic  representatives  of  foreign  countries.  This  exposi- 
tion is  attracting  wide  attention,  for  it  demonstrates  that  Chilean 
industries  have  been  spurred  to  an  unprecedented  development  by 
the  needs  resulting  from  the  European  war.  The  Diario  Ilustrado 
of  Santiago  is  publishing  a  series  of  articles  on  the  various  classes  of 
exhibits,  devotmg  a  day  to  each  group.  A  summary  of  these  articles 
is  given  below. 

Exhibits  of  Foodstvifs. 

Forty  manufacturers  of  foodstuffs  have  exhibits  at  the  exposition, 
but  this  nimiber  is  said  to  be  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  Chilean 
houses  actually  engaged  in  the  preparation  or  edibles.  Among  the 
exhibits  are  canned  and  preserved  fruits  and  vegetables  of  excellent 
quality  and  relatively  inexpensive ;  native  salt  and  sugar  of  vai'ious 
kinds;  candy,  biscuits,  vermicelli,  and  flour;  and  packing-house  prod- 
ucts in  great  variety.  Special  flours,  malted  milk,  and  baby  food  of 
domestic  manufacture,  which  are  acceptably  taking  the  place  of  the 
formerly  imported  preparations  of  this  class,  are  here  displayed 
extensively. 
Beverages,  Alcoholic  and  Nonalcoholic. 

Of  the  160  Chilean  establishments  manufacturing  alcohol,  liquors, 
beer,  soft  drinks,  and  mineral  waters,  37  are  represented  at  the  expo- 
sition. It  is  in  this  field  that  the  industries  of  Chile  have  shown  the 
greatest  development.  Every  kind  of  liquor  is  manufactured  in  the 
country,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  Chilean  product  that  does  not  bear 
a  foreign  name  or  label,  for  the  reason  that  the  foreign  name  in- 
creases the  value  from  50  to  70  per  cent.  "It  is  absurd,"  says  the 
Diario  Ilustrado,  "but  it  is  a  fact."  It  may  be  added  that  in  the 
opinion  of  some  connoisseurs,  Chilean  wine  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  France  and  other  wine-producing  countries,  but  the  only  for- 
eign market  which  it  has  thus  far  developed  to  a  considerable  extent 
is  the  Argentine- 
China  and  Olassware. 

Two  of  the  six  Chilean  manufacturers  of  china  and  glass  ware 
have  exhibits  at  the  exposition,  the  "  Manuf actura  de  Vidrios  "  and 
the  "  Sociedad  Nacional  de  Vidrios,"  both  established  in  Santiago  and 
employing  a  total  of  2,000  workmen.  The  "Manuf actura  de  Vi- 
drios'' exhibits  apparatus  for  the  use  of  clinics  and  laboratories, 
besides  lamp  globes,  flower  pots,  jars,  and  Japanese  ware,  and  a 
variety  of  white  and  colored  glassware.  This  factory  can  produce 
10,000  kilos  of  glass  a  day,  which  means  25,000  to  30,000  pieces. 
Preparations  are  now  being  made  to  manufacture  plate  glass  made  by 
a  costly  process  that  has  not  heretofore  been  attempted  in  Chile.  The 
domestic  class  is  usually  retailed  as  an  imported  product. 

The  "  Sociedad  Fabrica  Nacional  de  Vidrios  manufactures  beer 
and  wine  bottles,  demijohns,  and  other  heavy-utility  glassware,  which 
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it  displays  in  the  form  of  a  small  hoose  built  entirely  of  bottles,  with 
a  roof  made  of  the  straw  containers  in  which  the  wine  bottles  ate 
shipped.  The  producing  capacity  of  this  factory  is  36,000,000  bot- 
tles, and  it  can  supply  almost  the  entire  demand  of  the  country. 

Light,  Heat,  and  Vnel. 

Five  exhibitors  have  displays  in  this  section.  The  Santiago  Gas 
Co.  exhibits  stoves  and  various  household  appliances  consuming  gas, 
but  its  products  do  not  appear  to  be  much  m  demand,  judging  from 
the  large  imports  of  stoves.  The  match  fact(H*y,  Companfa  Chilena 
de  F6sforos,  has  an  interesting  exhibit,  and  this  domestic  product 
seems  to  give  satisfaction,  since  the  manufacturers  are  able  to  dis- 
pose of  their  total  output  in  the  coimtry.  They  make  two  grades  of 
matches,  one  quite  obviously  of  local  manufacture,  and  the  other 
labeled  "  Made  in  Sweden,"  the  price  being  the  same  for  botii  kinds. 
Two  briquette  manufacturers  have  displays  which  have  attracted 
much  attention,  resulting  in  a  number  of  sales,  due  particularly  to 
the  present  high  price  of  coal.  Both  exhibitors  have  patoited  war 
processes  of  manufacture.  The  ultimate  cost  of  t&e  briquettes  is 
about  the  same  as  that  of  coal  at  present,  and  it  is  thought  doubtful 
if  this  fuel  could  compete  with  coal  at  normal  prioes. 

Wearing  Apparel — Cordage. 

There  are  more  than  100  factories  in  Chile  turning  out  ready- 
made  clothing  for  men  and  women,  underwear,  shirts,  corsets,  um- 
brellas, parasols,  and  waterproofs,  and  to  this  number  may  be  added 
30  dressmaking  schools  that  have  a  large  output  of  salable  goods. 
The  work  of  only  17  factories  and  one  sdiool  is  shown  at  this  expo- 
sition. Several  factories  refrained  from  exhibiting  their  products, 
it  is  said,  because  the  articles  are  sold  in  the  local  market  as  imported 

foods,  this  being  particularly  true  in  the  case  of  makers  of  straw 
ats,  neckties,  etc.  The  Chilean  knitting  industry  has  developed 
greatly  in  the  past  two  years,  there  being  now  seven  Imitting  nulls 
in  Santiago,  all  well  supplied  with  orders.  The  products  of  the 
local  knitting  mills  appear  to  compare  favorably  with  imported  knit 
goods. 

The  cordage  exhibit  of  "  La  Sociedad  Industrial  de  la  Andes "  is 
very  interesting.  The  firm's  representative  stated  that  it  employs 
350  workers  and  can  not  supply  the  demand  for  its  j^roducts.  It  is 
making  efforts  at  the  exposition  to  interest  farmers  m  the  growing 
of  hemp,  for  the  difficulty  in  securing  raw  material  appears  to  be 
t-he  chief  obstacle  to  the  increased  production  of  cordage.  It 
distributes  literature  on  the  raising  of  hemp. 

Inmber  and  Furniture. 

Under  this  section  are  eidiibits  of  furniture,  picture  molding,  bar- 
rels and  casks,  doors  and  windows,  veneering,  parquets,  and  comio(& 
Of  the  lumber  used  in  these  articles,  90  per  cent  comes  from  the 
forests  in  the  southern  part  of  Chile;  This  lumber  has  given  splen- 
did results  and  has  taken  the  place  of  much  of  the  imported  lumber. 
The  Sociedad  Nacional  de  Buques  y  Maderas  of  Santiago  has  an 
important  lumber  exhibit,  consisting  in  large  part  of  mol&igs,  cor- 
nices, parquets,  and  boxes.  This  company  manufactures  50  per  cent 
of  the  packing  and  other  boxes  used  in  Chile.    In  constructirai  mate- 
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rial  the  company  is  pushing  shingles  to  take  the  place  of  zinc.  It 
also  shows  a  variety  of  articles  used  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages 
and  carts  and  displays  a  collection  of  furniture. 

The  Diario  Ilustrado  is  enthusiastic  over  the  domestic  production 
of  furniture  and  affirms  that  without  any  doubt  90  per  cent  of  the 
furniture  bought  in  Chile  to-day  is  of  local  manufacture.  The  fur- 
niture makers  are  taking  advantage,  with  splendid  results,  of  the 
gresit  Chilean  forests,  where  many  of  the  woods  are  found  to  be 
adopted  to  the  construction  of  the  finest  class  of  furniture.  The 
furniture  styles  which  predominate  in  the  local  market  are  North 
American  and  "  art  decoratif ,"  but  representatives  of  all  periods  are 
seen,  including  Renaissance,  Florentine,  and  Gothic.  There  are  also 
interesting  exhibits  of  cane  and  bamboo  furniture.  A  local  furniture 
dealer  stated  that,  owing  to  the  high  freight  rates,  he  was  forced  to 
manufacture  his  furniture,  though  he  had  never  manufactured  it 
until  two  years  ago,  but,  rather,  advertised  the  fact  that  his  furniture 
vras  imported.  At  present  he  uses  local  wood  for  certain  articles 
and  imported  wood  for  so-called  imported  furniture,  all  of  which  is 
really  made  in  his  own  shop. 


TH£  FAPEB  SITUATION  IS  BBAZH. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottscbalk,  Rio  He  Janeiro,  Oct.  21.] 

There  are  many  Brazilian  products  tliat  could  be  used  in  the  mak- 
ing of  paper.  The  cellulose  obtained  from  the  bagasse  of  sugar  cane 
and  the  crushed  stalks  and  trunks  of  the  banana  plant  are  among 
these.  About  15  years  ago  some  effort  was  made  to  utilize  the  cellulose 
of  the  bagasse  for  this  purpose  and  a  concession  was  granted  at  the 
time.  This  concession,  however,  has  probably  expired  by  now.  Noth- 
ing has  ever  been  done  here  with  the  pulp  of  the  banana  tree,  but  it 
is  regarded  as  possibly  an  exportable  product  by  many. 

Inqnirles  from  TTnlted  States  Kegtarding  Paper  Xaterlal. 

Hepresentatives  of  American  concerns  have  called  at  this  consulate 
general,  and  a  number  of  business  correspondents  have  inquired  in 
the  same  direction,  all  of  whom  desired  to  know  what  the  possibilities 
were  of  finding  in  Brazil  fiber  plants,  reeds,  etc.,  that  could  be  avail- 
able in  quantities  for  paper  making.  The  reply  has  been  that  in  a 
countrjr  geographically  so  vast  as  Brazil  and  whose  natural  resources 
are  as  little  developed,  their  best  course  was  to  try  the  various  samples 
of  fibrous  plants  submitted  to  them,  and  upon  deciding  on  their  eligi- 
bility to  ascertain  the  location  where  each  of  them  grew  in  most  pro- 
fusion, and  to  try  to  make  their  arrangements  not  with  the  Fed!eral 
Government  but  with  the  individual  States  where  the  plants  are 
obtainable,  it  being  provided  by  Brazilian  law  that  a  so-called  "  ex- 
tractive" industry  is  a  matter  in  which  each  State  has  the  right  to 
give  concessions  and  privileges,  to  impose  export  taxes,  etc. 

Pine  Paper  Pulp  of  Parana. 

Apart  from  the  vegetable  fibers  there  is  a  possible  source  of  supply 
for  the  American  paper  mills  which  appears  to  have  been  overlooked. 
It  is  that  of  the  pme  paper  pulp  of  the  State  of  Parana.  The  State 
of  Parana  is  thickly  wooded  with  pine,  which  is  sawed  locally  and 
consumed  in  large  quantities  within  the  country  itself,  although 
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pine  from  the  Baltic  and  from  the  United  States  are  b<^  imported. 
There  are  sawmills  here,  the  property  of  the  Brazil  Railway,  whkh 
is  at  present  under  a  receivership  (W.  T.  Nolting,  agent  of  the  re- 
ceiver ;  address,  care  the  Brazil  Railway,  Sao  Paiilo)  and  which  mi^t 
be  negotiated  with  to  provide  paper  pulp  in  quantities. 

Some  interest  in  all  these  matters  has  been  expressed  by  membets 
of  the  Sociedade  Nacional  da  Agricultura,  a  bod^  composed  chiefly 
of  landowners  and  agricultural  technologists.  This  office  will  be  glad 
to  place  American  firms  who  are  interested  in  contact  with  this 
society,  or  with  others  here. 

Imports  of  Paper  and  Country  of  Origin.  / 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  paper  in  Brazil  at  present,  the  statistics 
below  have  been  compiled  for  the  benefit  of  exporters  in  the  United 
States.  The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  printing,  writing, 
and  other  paper,  with  their  sources,  and  their  c.  i.  fT  value,  £rom  1911 
to  1915: 


Countries  oloiglo. 


19U 


vm 


ms 


ISU 


uu 


FBINTmO  rATEB. 


Ocrman;. 

Aostrla-Himgary. 

Bekltun 

United  States.... 
Fraooe........... 

Great  Britain 

Ketlierlands 

Italy 

Norway 

Sweden 

Otlrar  countries... 


«78S,0I4 
fi2,4at 
MS,  KM 

u,soa 

S8,7S9 
137,310 

SO,  587 
2S«,S19 
2»,8a8 

12,  «M 


tMI7,733 
48,558 

115,283 
14,  OM 
18,  W 
(2,(08 

144,238 
40,423 

403,  M8 

404,293 
11,308 


3044.823 

125,087 

141,880 

30,232 

88,654 

80,228 

258,480 

40,963 

481,008 

335,988 

34,706 


«S74,910 

S7.SS3 

{S,6«> 

28,194 

11,319 

SCySaO 

106,348 

28,156 

SSLSU 

242,853 

10,575 


Total. 


1,770.098 


2,171,040 


2,457,712 


1,339,703 


wnnma  papik. 


Germany. 

Austria-Hungary. 

Belgium 

ITnited  States 


Franco. 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Italy 

A  U  otlier  countries. . 


230,842 
59,414 
12,342 
8,755 
32,910 
44,738 
11,345 
108,383 
3,011 


327,513 
54,139 

8,939 
13,384 
18,837 
33,749 

5,507 
77,833 

2,770 


271,632 
51,972 

9,572 
11,872 
15,885 
44,983 

9,851 
(6,808 

5,613 


00,796 
31,833 

2,(77 

6,880 
11,889 
17,148 

1,736 
64,875 

4,187 


Total. 


500,739 


438,450 


487,388 


210,300 


OTBEB  PATEB. 


Germany 

Austria-Hungary.. . 

Belgium 

TJnTted  States 

Franco 

Great  IJritain 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Norway 

Sweden 

All  other  countries.. 


785,259 
66,867 
44,122 
54,610 
65,973 
63,295 
14,264 
123,160 
105,793 
174,332 
11,489 


707,443 
80,378 
43,121 
65,848 
78,421 
82,301 
24,419 
91,757 
114,923 
154,782 
13,485 


618,028 
88,160 
68,113 
68,506 

118,014 
74,805 
23,837 

113,846 
83,015 

155,507 
23,960 


337,889 
34,965 
18,163 
30,197 
48,278 
30,373 
17,757 
95,010 
47,338 
79,078 
11,774 


Total 1,487, -.64 


1,461,775 


1,421,870 


648,680 


tun,!* 

4,m 

<M 

3U,4B 

m,st 

7t,UI 
64, 8N 
80S,  TO 
407,11* 
u;4H 


^070,01 


I7,tO 
« 

41 
17,441 

8,31; 

3I>0N 
I(,3» 
»£8S 
15,161 


307,338 


M,»l 

7c^«a 
T« 

31,317 


ao,n 


Imports  of  Paper  by  Ports. 

The  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  the  principal  distributing  point  of 
foreign  imported  merchandise,  followed  bv  Santos,  Pemambuc^ 
Bahia,  Para,  and  Porto  Alegre.  Of  the  ^,070,530  imports  of  printing 
paper  into  Brazil  in  1915,  more  than  half  entered  the  port  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  of  the  $207,236  imports  of  writing  paper,  the  greater 
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portion  entered  the  same  port.  The  following  table  shows  the  im- 
ports into  Brazil  of  printing,  writing,  and  other  paper,  by  ports,  for 
the  past  five  years : 


Ports  of  entry. 


1911 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


FBINTING  PAPEK. 


Para .' 

Maranhao .' 

Cabedello 

Pemambuco 

Macelo « 

Bahia 

Rio  do  Janeiro 

Santos 

Bio  Grande  do  Sal,  Pelotas,  Porto  Alegre, 
and  other  customs  ports  ot  Bio  Grande  do 
Sul 

All  other  ports 


112,929 
60,7&1 
20,SS4 
1«,75S 

134,260 
17,920 
64,672 

875,641 

416,383 


159,870 


119,570 
44,702 
22, 151 
16,400 

16(>,  m 

16.6SI.) 

78,042 

1,100,608 

535,168 


IS 


t22,302 
45, 474 
30,478 
10,  M5 

127,815 
15,496 

128,713 
1,193,S15 

674,861 


154,452 
55,341 


t8,388 

32,731 

18,329 

6,675 

125,100 

H,614 

35,089 

687,948 

325,162 


50,279 

23,387 


17,488 

95,228 

20,228 

1,532 

199,055 

6,495 

68,625 

1,100,618 

425,512 


134,823 
11,128 


Total. 


1,770,098 


2,171,040 


2,457,712 


1,329,702 


2,070,530 


▼KniMa  PAPBB. 


Hanaos.. 
Para. 


Uaranhao 

Ceara 

Penuunbuoo 

Bahia 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

Santos 

Rio  Orande  do  Sul,  Porto  Al^re,  Pelotas, 
and  other  customs  ports  of  Bio  Orande  do 
Sul 

All  other  ports 


15,745 
26,587 
10,245 
15,493 
27,450 
40,914 
208,128 
97,415 


52,7 


732 


14,818 
25,564 
7,521 
9,590 
13,208 
29,196 
164,783 
127,047 


(•) 
46,662 


17,194 
24,899 
7,730 
7,934 
18,539 
44,227 
169,654 
143,104 


22,222 
31,717 


Total. 


500,739 


438,450 


487,286 


OTBSB  rATEK. 


Hanaos., 
Para 


Ceara 

Pemambuco 

Bahia 

Bio  de  Janeiro , 

Santos , 

Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  Pelotas,  Porto  Alegre, 
and  other  customs  ports  ot  Rio  Grande  do 
Sul 

Other  ports 


21,183 
C4,4I8 
21,508 
99,230 
83,193 
667,998 
321,021 


(">) 
218,523 


23,096 
72,458 
13,664 
97,039 
83,414 
591,  C85 
340,573 


239,948 


22,608 
f8,827 
16,933 
87,806 
71,598 
002,043 
375,994 


88,904 
86,897 


Total. 


1,487,164 


1,461,775 


1,421,670 


4,942 
5,8m 
3,(i04 
2,346 
9,456 
17,300 
100,794 
36,494 


15,018 
14,546 


6,321 
12,474 
2,056 
46» 
9,623 
15,365 
115,659 
32,268 


11,249 
2,855 


210,390 


207,236 


5,136 
27,418 
4,529 
43,355 
33,133 
323,777 
133,947 


47,543 
29,843 


17,779 
38,686 
2,906 
64,094 
25,141 
443,620 
161,763 


52,831 
13,339 


648,080 


810,059 


o  Given  separately  by  ports  Sot  1911  and  1912. 


PEBUVIAN  TKANSPOET  FOE  NEW  TOBK  CAEOO  JKADE. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Ilandley,  Callao-Llma,  Peru,  Oct.  26.] 

The  firm  of  Rocco  &  Miller,  Callao,  has  chartered  the  Peruvian 
transport  Iquitos,  of  2,083  tons  net,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
general  cargo  from  Peruvian  ports  to  New  YorK  and  return.  This 
vessel  is  scheduled  to  depart  from  Callao  on  November  1,  1916, 
taking  a  cargo  of  sugar,  hides,  ores,  etc.    Its  return  cargo  is  ex- 

fected  to  be  general  merchandise,  railroad  material,  and  cement, 
t  will  have  available  space  for  return  cargo  of  1,000  to  1,500  tons. 
Its  agent  in  New  York  will  be  Wessel,  Duval  &  C5o, 

This  ship  is  under  charter  from  the  Peruvian  Government  to 
Rocco  &  Miller  for  one  year.  It  will  make  other  trips  to  New  York 
if  the  return  freights  and  cargo  are  satisfactory.  The  steamer  re- 
cently made  a  trip  to  Liverpool  under  charter  of  the  same  firm,  and 
also  one  to  Chilean  ports. 
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OVATAaXFIL  UAEKET  COHDIXIOirS  FOB  OCTOBER. 

[Vice  Consul  James  H.  Rotb,  Gaayaqnll,  Ecuador,  Nor.  11.] 

The  cacao  market  in  October  remained  about  the  same  as  dm'iog 
September  [the  Guayaquil  market  review  for  September  was  put 
lished  in  Commerce  Reports  on  Nov.  9,  1916],  although  the  Asocia- 
cion  reduced  its  buying  price  1  sucre  ($0,423)  per  quintal  (101.4 

?ounds).  It  is  therefore  now  paying  $11.86  for  arriba  superior, 
'he  export  duty  of  1  sucre  per  quintal  was  increased  by  this  year's 
Congress  to  3  sucres  in  order  to  assist  the  Asociacion  in  maintaining 
its  prices  abroad.  The  receipts  of  cacao  still  continue  to  increase, 
arrivals  to  date  being  215,770  quintals  in  excess  of  those  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1915.  This  year's  crop  is  the  largest  ever 
harvested  in  Ecuador.  The  largest  single  ^ipment  made  from  this 
port  on  one  steamer  was  that  made  on  the  American  steamer  Clare, 
which  loaded  41,000  bags  of  cacao  for  New  York.  The  exports  for 
the  month  were  as  foUows,  in  pounds:  To  Chile,  13,644;  France, 
1,269,554;  Peru,  18,025;  Spain,  233,780;  United  Kingdom,  1,003,604; 
and  the  United  States,  9,055,913;  total,  11,594,520  pounds. 

The  coffee  market  was  firm,  with  quite  an  advance  in  prices,  $8.26 
being  asked  for  first  grade  and  $7.63  for  second  grade.  The  coffee 
exported  during  the  month  amounted  to  450,023  pounds,  distributed 
as  follows:  To  Chile,  281,321  pounds;  France,  133,587;  Peru,  5,132; 
Spain,  29,791 ;  and  the  United  States,  192  poimds. 

Rubber  was  quiet  but  firm  at  the  same  prices  as  for  September, 
namely,  $23.30  for  maromas  and  $19.07  for  hojas.  The  shipments 
for  the  month,  which  amounted  to  33,488  pounds,  all  went  to  the 
United  States. 

Hides  were  firm,  with  gradually  advancing  prices.  Quotations  for 
the  month  were  $19.07  for  serranos,  $17.80  for  crioUos,  and  $9.32  for 
picados.  Exports  totaled  271,131  pounds,  of  which  Spain  took 
25,633  pounds  and  the  United  States  245,498  pounds. 

The  tagua  market  has  been  very  quiet,  quotations  being  $0.85  f(wr 
unshelled  nuts.    There  were  no  exports  during  the  month. 

The  imports  during  September  amounted  to  91j951  packa^ 
weighing  16,162  tons.  They  were  from  the  following  coimtries: 
Chile,  l,9o2  packages;  Cuba,  1;  France,  1,156;  Holland,  35;  Italy,  3: 
Peru,  1,900;  Spain,  1,741;  Sweden,  2;  United  Kingdom,  18,569;  and 
the  United  States,  66,592.  The  rate  of  exchange  on  the  United 
States  was  236.  

OBEEK  PXTBCHASES  OF  AHEBICAN  WABES. 

The  sale  of  $13,650  worth  of  American  beans,  upper  leather  $5,000, 
oleo  oil  $7,000,  paper  $6,000,  pencils  $1,000,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  sheeting  to  various  firms  in  Saloniki,  and  of  $15,000  worth  of  mis- 
cellaneous manufactures  to  the  city's  leading  department  store  are 
among  the  trade  results  for  the  September  quarter  reported  by  Consul 
John  E.  Kehl,  of  that  Greek  port.  The  consul  adds:  "Some  of 
these  firms  were  interested  in  Ajnerican  products  through  American 
inquiries  addressed  to  this  office;  the  others  formed  American  con- 
nections by  consulting  American  commercial  directories  and  trade 
magazines  in  the  consulate  reading  room." 
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BEFOST  OS  COITOH  SEEB  ASB  (XTTOVSEED  PBODTTCTS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  issued  a  report  on  the 
quantity  of  cotton  seed  received,  consumed,  and  on  hand,  and  of 
cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and  on  hand,  and 
imports  and  exports  of  cottonseed  products  for  the  two-month  period 
from  August  1  to  September  30,  1916.  Statistics  concerning  the  re- 
fining, consumption,  and  stocks  of  cottonseed  oil  are  being  collected 
and  will  be  included  in  a  subsequent  report. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  seed  received  at  oil. mills  from  August  1 
to  September  30  was  1,053,331  tons;  the  quantity  crushed  from 
August  1  to  September  30  was  413,205  tons ;  and  the  quantity  on  hand 
at  oil  mills  on  September  30  was  655,618  tons. 

Statistics  of  cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and 
on  hand,  as  prepared  by  the  Censiis  Bureau,  are  as  follows : 


Item. 


Produced 
trom  Axtg.  1 
to  Sept  3a 


Shipped  ont 
from  Aug.  1 
to  Sept  30. 


On  hand 

at  mills  on 

Sept  30. 


Cmdeon poands. 

Cake  and  meal. ....•••»••...••••..«*....•.•............ tons. 

Bulb. do... 

Liiiters (00-pound  bales. 

Hnll  fiber do... 

Motes,  grebbots,  and  sweepings. do... 


U9, 033, 091 
196,314 
101,112 
97,928 
58,138 
877 


79,8M,5S9 

206,157 

£6,099 

41,405 

64,419 


41,906,109 
103,320 

•  120,889 
0  64,573 
«6,7S7 

<>3,m 


>  Indodes  11,526  tons  of  bulls,  4,163  bates  of  Unters,  2,618  bales  of  hull  fiber,  and  96S  bales  of  motes, 
grabbots,  and  sweepings  owned  by  the  mills,  bat  stared  elsewhere  than  at  the  plants. 


GOVEBHUEirr  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  tiie  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  November  25 : 

Thermoelectric  Measurement  of  Critical  Ranges  of  Pure  Iron  (Standards 
Scientific  Paper  296). — Describes  methods  and  apparatus  used,  with  summary 
and  conclusions  of  results.    Price,  5  cents. 

Failure  of  Brass:  2.  Effect  of  corrosion  on  the  ductility  and  strength  of  brass 
(Standards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  83). — ^Describes  exiwrlmental  measure- 
ments of  the  electroljrtic  potential  of  brass  under  stress.    Price,  5  cents. 

Failure  of  Brass:  3.  Initial  stress  produced  by  the  "burning  in"  of  man- 
ganese bronze  (Standards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  84). — Gives  results  of 
Investigation  to  determine  the  failure  of  certain  manganese  bronze  valve  cast- 
ings which  were  found  defective.    Price,  5  cents. 

Cotton  Goods  in  British  Indian:  Part  1.  Madras  Presidency  (Special  Agents 
Series  124). — Suggestions  to  American  manufacturers  concerning  classes  of 
goods  for  which  there  Is  a  demand  and  the  methods  under  which  trade  is  con- 
ducted.   Price,  10  cents. 

Survey  of  Typical  Cooperative  Stores  in  the  United  States  (Agriculture  De. 
partment  Bulletin  394). — Describes  organization  and  operation  of  cooperative 
stores,  an  effective  plan  for  reducing  the  great  expense  of  distribution  and 
the  resulting  high  cost  of  living.    Price,  10  cents. 


PYKOMETEB  TUBES  MADE  BY  IIEW  PEOCESS, 

A  firm  for  which  an  installation  for  the  manufacture  of  Marquardt 
porcelain  pyrometer  tubes  has  been  designed  and  supervised  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  is  now  marketing  these  products, 
which  are  at  least  equal  in  quality  to  the  refractory  porcelain  for- 
merly obtained  only  from  the  Koyal  Porcelain  Manufactory  at 
Berhn.  The  composition  and  process  of  manufacture  were  worked 
out  by  this  bureau. 
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ANAITSIS  OF  AKEBICAH  FOBEIOK  COKMEBCE  FOB  OCTOBER. 

The  usual  monthly,  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and  exports 
by  great  groups  during  October  and  the  10  months  ended  October, 
1916,  are  presented  in  the  foUovring  statement: 


Imports  and  exports.. 

Month  of  October— 

10  months  ended  Octobw— 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

IMPORTS. 

Crud*  materials  for  u«e  in  manufacturini 

FoodstuOs  in  crude  condiiion  and  food  ani- 

163,780,131 

24,343,049 
24,446,593 
31,144.653 
29,032,310 
2,011,994 

160,859.195 

28,189,543 
14,248,574 
20,705,956 
23,050,275 
1,219,186 

3859,506,424 

203.915.050 
295.346,834 
349,988,855 
283,968,103 
17,018,133 

»555,490,66S 

197,419,871 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Manuloctures  for  further  use  In  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consump  tion 

238,331,729 

2ii.is,sgt 

238,128,822 

10,703,835 

178,668,730 

149,173,729 

2,009,833,398 

1,451,267,5I» 

EIPOET3. 

Crude  material!!  for  uro  in  manufacturing 

Foodstuffs  in  crude  condition  and  food  ani- 

85,589,533 

38,099,854 

54,871,870 

87,252,460 

209,385,424 

9,970,534 

56,613,923 

33,643,749 
50,489,308 
41,902,920 
136,227,510 
11,070,140 

£44,472,808 

332,105,474 

533,947,274 

732,144,545 

2,171,745,264 

77,073,887 

475,648,581 

402,902,Sn 
452,388,231 
374,050,999 
1,004,380,  g» 
107,331,349 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumption     

485,169,375 
6,444,543 

329,947,550 
6,204,469 

4,391,489,347 
49,637,024 

2, 819. 302,  B9 
48  391,  in 

Foreign  merchandise  exported 

Total  exports 

490,613,918 

339,152,009 

4,441,136,271 

2,8S7,0»4.U1 

Exports  of  principal  items  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  in 
October,  1916,  were:  Horses,  $6,636,342;  mules,  $3,083,252;  and 
seeds,  $230,438;  and  for  ten  months  ended  October,  1916:  Horses, 
$52,570,044;  mules,  $22,130,389;  and  seeds,  $2,095,075. 


LOBSTEBS  STJCCESSFTJLIT  SHIPPED  ACBOSS  CONTmENT. 

The  most  successful  shipment  of  lobsters  across  the  continent  that 
has  ever  been  made  was  completed  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  on  November  24,  when  5,400  of  the  crustaceans  were  lib- 
erated off  Orcas  Island,  in  the  State  of  Washington.  The  shipment 
represented  an  additional  carload  of  adult  lobsters  sent  from  Maine 
as  an  important  step  in  the  bureau's  efforts  to  establish  eastern 
lobsters  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  car  left  Boothbay  Harbor  on  November  18  and  arrived  at 
Anacortes,  Wash.,  November  23.  The  shipment  originally  consisted 
of  approximately  6,000  lobsters,  weighing  9,000  pounds.  At  Ana- 
cortes tlie  lobsters  were  received  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Baker 
Lake  (Wash.)  hatchery,  who  transferred  them  to  previously  pro- 
vided live  cars,  which  were  towed  to  the  San  Juan  Islands  in  Paget 
Sound.  This  region  has  been  definitely  ascertained  to  afford  suitable 
physical  and  biological- conditions  for  the  growth  of  lobsters.  The 
total  loss  in  transit  was  less  than  10  per  cent,  and  the  rest  were  in 
excellent  condition. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOmCBBOE  BEPOBT&  811 

KAJUSQ  SHIPPIHO  DOCTWEHTS  TO  ITALY. 

[Conaol  Jobn  H.  QroDt,  Milan,  Not.  2.1 

Since  Italy's  entrance  into  the  war  much  delay  and  inconvenience 
hare  been  caused  Italian  business  houses  dealing  in  American  goods 
hj  their  failure  to  receive  shipping  documents  until  long  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  merchandise  at  Italian  ports.  Upon  the  declaration  of 
the  war  the  Italian  Government  established  a  censorship  over  all  mail 
from  neutral  countries.  Mail  arriving  from  the  United  States  has 
been  sent  to  Bologna  for  examination  before  delivery.  The  office 
at  that  place  has,  consequently,  been  oveibtu-dened,  with  the  result 
that  parcels  containing  shipping  documents  have  often  been  delayed 
8  to  10  days  before  delivery  to  business  houses  here. 

The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Italy  in  Milan  has 
recently  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  Italian  authorities,  with  the 
result  tiiat  arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  envelopes 
plainly  marked  "Contains  nothing  but  shipping  documents"  will 
be  dealt  with  and  delivered  within  24  hours  after  receipt  by  the 
censor's  office.  This  office,  however,  requests  that  no  other  letters 
be  inclosed. 

This  decision  will  prove  a  great  relief  to  consignees  in  Milan, 
inasmuch  as  instances  nave  been  numerous  where  the  goods,  having 
arrived  at  the  Italian  port,  have  been  stored  at  the  expense  of  the 
receiver  until  such  time  as  he  has  been  able  to  get  hold  of  the  ship- 
ping documents  coming  to  him  by  way  of  the  censor's  office. 

ITAUAN  CSOFS  IN  1916. 

[Consul  Artlrar  C.  Froct,  detailed  as  vice  coDSnl,  Genoa,  Nov.  2.] 

Crop  returns  just  made  public  give  Italy's  wheat  harvest  for  1916  as 
4,804,400  metric  tons  (of  2,204.62  pounds),  which  is  168,000  tons 
more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  82  tons  below  the  average  for 
Uie  six  years  ending  with  1915.  The  production  of  rye  was  135,700 
tons,  barley  220,100,  and  oats  387,500,  slightly  inferior  to  the 
amount  raised  in  1915  and  under  the  average  for  the  sexennial  period 
ending  with  1915.  Emilia  led  in  wheat  production  with  763,300 
tons.  The  figures  for  com  are  not  as  yet  available,  although  it  is 
known  that  drought  heavily  damaged  the  crop.  The  yield  is  esti- 
mated at  not  over  2,000,000  tons. 

Bice  is  the  only  cereal  that  produced  a  good  harvest,  estimated  at 
531,100  tons.    The  sugar-beet  crop  is  better  in  both  quantity  and 

Duality  than  was  anticipated.  The  cotton  crop  in  Sicily  was  fair, 
trapes  were  of  the  finest  quality;  a  provisory  estimate  is  5,924,609 
tons — 546,100  tons  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  six  years. 
A  fair  olive  crop  is  predicted,  conditions  in  Apulia  and  Sicily  being 
very  favorable. 

FBODTTCTION  OF  OTSTEBS  AT  ATJCKLAND. 
[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnglow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Oct.  28.] 

During  the  oyster  season  just  closed  there  were  9,396  sacks  of 
oysters  taken  from  the  oyster  beds  along  the  coast  of  the  North 
Island,  of  which  Auckland  consumed  8,460  sacks.  The  question  of 
developing  the  oyster  industry  in  this  vicinity  is  receiving  much 
attention,  not  only  by  local  interests,  but  on  the  part  of  the  New 
Zealand  Government.  ^  . 
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BEAH  liABEET  OF  CEHTSAI.  CEDTA. 

[Consul  General  Edwin  S.  Cannlngbam,  Hancow,  Oct.  IS.] 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  bean  of  the  type  known  in  the  United  States 
as  the  navy  bean  is  produced  in  this  consular  district,  though  prob- 
ably it  reaches  Hankow  in  small  quantities  from  Szechuan  ProTJnce. 

Sixty  kinds  of  beans  and  peas  are  grown  in  China,  but  very  few 
of  these  are  exported.  The  most  important  exported  varieties  are 
horse  beans,  locally  called  broad  beans,  white  peas,  and  yellow  and 
black  soya  beans.  The  first  two  are  exported  from  Hankow  and  art 
sold  in  large  quantities  to  Japan,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  France. 

Horse  beans  are  used  in  France  for  milling  purposes,  and  in  the 
United  Kingdom  chiefly  for  cattle  food.  Their  present  price  is  from 
1.50  taels  ($1.16)  to  1.70  taels  ($1.31)  per  picul  (133J  pounds). 

White  peas  are  grown  and  exported  in  small  quantities,  and  it  is 
stated  that  since  1909  the  exports  have  gradually  diminished.  The 
price  of  this  bean  is  about  10  per  cent  above  that  of  the  horse  bean. 

Kecent  ICarket  Values  of  Various  Kinds  of  Beans. 

Soya  beans  may  be  purchased  more  advantageously  at  Harbin  and 
Vladivostok.  Yellow  beans  may  be  purchased  on  the  local  market, 
and  at  present  the  market  value  is  2  taels  ($1.54)  per  picul,  while 
the  price  of  black  beans  is  2.20  taels  ($1.70)  and  that  of  green  beans 
2.30  taels  ($1.77).  A  small  green  pea,  not  usually  exported,  is  sold 
locally  for  2.20  taels  ($1.70)  per  picul. 

The  nearest  approach  to  the  navy  bean  is  a  small  peaj  a  little  more 
roimd.  The  former  is  white,  while  the  latter  is  yellowish.  It  is  not 
grown  for  export  or  in  large  quantities.  Dealers  here  state  that  the 
white  bean  similar  to  the  navy  is  produced  in  Szechuan  Province, 
but  it  is  generally  believed  that  it  is  not  ejcported  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. It  can  not  be  obtained  in  large  quantities,  and  it  would  require 
considerable  time  to  collect  even  a  few  tons.  It  is  stated  that  ttis 
bean  is  sold  by  the  native  medicine  shops  in  various  colors— black, 
blue,  red,  and  white — and  is  used  for  a  disease  of  the  skin.  It  is  said 
that  it  aids  digestion.  At  the  time  of  the  Dragon  Boat  Festiral 
the  Chinese  use  these  beans  for  their  choicest  dishes,  oftentimes  in 
design  similar  to  the  national  flag.  A  local  firm  states :  "  These  beans 
appear  in  very  small  quantities,  and  we  think  the  most  that  could  be 
procured  would  be  a  few  tons,  if  sufficient  notice  were  given.  We  do 
not  look  upon  this  commodity  as  an  article  of  export." 

Kerchants  Give  Data  Kegarding  Tear's  Crop. 

There  are  no  Government  crop  forecasts,  but  from  local  merchants 
the  following  data  regarding  this  year's  crop  of  beans  have  been 
obtained.  Broad  or  horse  beans  and  yellow  beans  are  the  most 
important : 

Yellow  beans— Anmial  crop  approximately  200,000  tons.  This  year's  crop  H 
about  30  per  cent  short  of  the  average.    Price,  2  taels  ($1.54)  per  picul. 

Brond  beans — ^Annual  crop  approximately  100,000  tons.  This  year's  cw*  » 
about  20  per  cent  larger  than  usual.    Price,  1.20  taels  ($0.93)  per  picul. 

White  beans — Annual  crop  approximately  10,000  tons.  This  year's  crop  » 
only  60  per  cent  of  the  ordinary  production.    Price,  1.70  taels  ($1.31)  pffl"  plc"!" 

Black  beans — Annual  crop  approximately  1,000  tons.  Price,  2.20  taels  ($l.w 
per  picul. 

Green  benns — Annual  crop  approximately  1,000  tons.  Price,  2.30  taels  ($1-'''' 
lier  picul.  ^ 

Green  peos — Annual  crop  approximately  10,000  tons.  Price,  U80  to  2JK 
taels  per  picul  ($1.39  to  $1.70). 
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It  is  stated  that  in  Hankow  machine-driren  cleaners  are  used,  par- 
ticularly for  broad  and  yellow  beans.  The  principal  make  is  Howe's 
£ureka  cleaner^  though  in  some  instances  these  have  been  copied  and 
something  similar  made  locally.  Beans  pass  through  four  sieves 
■which  have  meshes  of  different  sizes,  and  by  this  process  the  small 
beans,  peas,  and  dirt  are  removed.  Locally  the  bean  is  brought  to 
Hankow  from  up  the  Han  River  bearing  15  to  20  per  cent  of  dirt  in 
the  gross  weight. 

Gleaned  by  Exporters  and  Cargo  Xej^cked. 

The  beans  are  brought  down  the  various  streams,  and  when  offered 
for  sale  from  the  junks  on  the  Han  River  contain  all  the  foreign 
matter.  They  are  packed  in  old  native  bags  and  are  sold  in  that  con- 
dition to  exporters  who  clean  them  in  the  manner  described  and  re- 
pack the  cargo. 

Beans  when  ready  are  packed  in  gunny  bags,  the  usual  packing  be- 
ing the  so-called  "  Heavy  C  "  bags  weighing  2^  pounds,  size  40  by  28 
inches,  manufactured  in  Calcutta.  Each  bag  when  filled  weighs  189 
pounds  gross. 

{Artides  on  the  bean  markets  and  production  in  various  parts  of  China  were 
published  in  Couuesce  Beposts  for  Oct.  7,  Nov.  7,  and  Nov.  22, 1010.] 

PBODTTCnOir  OF  SCHEELITE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

(Coosal  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  AocUand,  Oct.  26.] 

Scheelite  is  found  in  several  sections  of  New  Zealand  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  gold  mines  both  in  the  North  and  South 
Island,  and  has  of  late  been  quite  extensively  mined.  The  output  has 
increased  from  58  long  tons,  valued  at  $20,746,  in  1909  to  135  tons, 
valued  at  $64,953,  in  1912  and  to  194  tons,  valued  at  $135,211,  in  1915. 

Since  September,  1918,  the  British  Government  has  requisitioned 
all  supplies  of  scheelite  and  other  ore  containing  tungstic  acid,  and 
from  that  date  all  exports  to  other  markets  have  been  prohibited. 
The  price  fixed  by  the  Imperial  Government  was  £2  15s.  ($13.38) 
per  unit  (a  imit  being  1  per  cent  of  tungstic  acid  in  the  sample) 
delivered  at  London  or  Liverpool,  the  scheelite  concentrate  to  con- 
tain not  less  than  65  per  cent  (65  units  tungstic  acid). 

It  was  reported  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  that  a  large  body  of 
scheelite  was  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  North  Island  in  the 
Hawke's  Bay  district. 

SALE  OF  JEWELBT  IN  SAN  BLAS  DISTBICT  BEOULATED. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Paniuna  City,  Panama,  Nov.  It.] 

The  San  Bias  Indians  having  complained  that  certain  people  have 
in  the  past  sold  them  false  jewelry,  a  recently  promulgated  presi- 
dential decree  stipulated  that  in  order  to  manufacture  and  self  jew- 
elry in  the  San  Bias  district  (1)  a  yearly  permit  (for  which  a  charge 
of  $60  is  made)  must  be  obtained  from  tne  magistrate  thereof,  and 
(2)  that  every  manufacturer  must,  adopt  and  register  a  special  mark 
(which  can  not  be  changed),  and  jewelry  without  such  mark  may 
not  be  sold.  Violations  of  this  decree  entail  penalties  that  include 
fines,  confiscation  of  goods,  and  suspension  of  permit — the  lastr 
named  for  the  manufacture  of  gold  and  silver  jewelry  less  than  18 
carats  and  0.900  fine. 
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AMEBIC  AN  CONSTJLAB  0FFICEB8  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kame. 


Post. 


Ezplrfr- 
ttonof 


Addiess. 


AHjert,  Talbot  J 

Racklin,  Qeoree  A , 

Chamberlln,  G«orge  E... 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Gamon,  John  A 

Ilatuon,  OeorgeC 

Jonkios,  Douglas 

l-atham,  Charles  L 

Llstoe,  Soren 

Fauer,  Emll 

f  mitb,  F«Ux  WUoughb7 

Smith,  James  A , 

Taggart,  0.  Russell 

Winslow,  Edward  D . . . . 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Wlllrich,  Gebhard 

Wcddell,  Alexander  W. . 


Banover,  Oermany... 

Bordeauz,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Corinto,  Nicaragua 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Oermany .... 
Tlflis,  Russia 

Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

Copenliagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Uiquelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Attiens,  Greece 


Dec.  26 
Jan.  13 
Dec  23 

Jan.    17 

Dec.  31 


Doc  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  1 
Jon.   U 


Feb. 
Dec 


Jan.   15 
Dec  20 


Dec  11 


Dec.  25 
..do.... 
Dec  31 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Lynn  Haveo,  Fla.,  until  Dec  4. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Va|. 

ley,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washinglcn,  D.  C 

C/o  District  Office,  Bnraau  of  Foe^ 

and  Domestic  Commeroe,  504  Fedml 

Building,  Chicago,  IlL 
129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport.  Omn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

DC 
"Islington,"   WalkerfM^,    Amberii 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washlngtrn,  D.  C. 
C/o  Uessmore  Kendell,  Woolworth  BoBil- 

Ing,  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
1104  Euclid  Street  KW.,   WashingtoB, 

D.C. 
C/o  District  Office,  Burean  of  Foreitii 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Fedenl 

Building,  Chicago,  UL 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Wastiington,  D.  C 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  lUchraond.Va. 


GAUD  INDEXES  OF  AHEBICAN  EXFOBTEBS'  ADDBESSES. 

[Consul  Paul  H.  Foster,  Bilbao,  Spain,  Not.  5.) 

Sets  of  card  indexes  giving  the  names,  addresses,  and  cable  ad- 
dresses of  the  American  firms  that  have  shown  an  interest  in  export 
business  to  Spain  are  being  compiled  in  the  Bilbao  consulate  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  several  chambers  of  commerce  within  its  jurisdiction, 
as  a  means  of  ready  reference  for  those  members  who  desire  to  com- 
municate with  the  United  States.  The  indexes  are  arranged  by 
products. 

It  is  suggested  that  if  any  like  bodies  in  the  United  States  wish  to 
furnish  Spanish  chambers  of  commerce  with  card  indexes  of  their 
membership,  indexed  under  products,  this  consulate  will  take 
pleasure  in  making  the  necessary  translations  thereon  and  forward- 
ing them  to  their  several  destinations.  Six  sets  will  be  necessary  for 
the  principal  cities  of  the  Bilbao  district. 

SWISS  CHEMICAL  CATALOGUES  AVAILABLE. 

As  supplementing,  in  a  measure,  his  review  of  the  Swiss  chemical 
industry  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November  13,  1916, 
Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz  has  forwarded  several  catalogues  and  leaf- 
lets devoted  to  the  chemical,  drug,  and  j)harmaceutical  trade  of  the 
Berne  consular  district.  These  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  82079. 
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AHEBICAH  SHO£  FACTOBT  Dl  EASTEKS  GBEECE. 

[Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  Athens,  Oct.  20.] 

Since  the  days  when  sandals  were  worn  the  production  of  foot 
covering  in  Greece  has  been  in  the  hands  of  small  cobblers.  No  vil- 
lage is  too  small  to  have  its  local  bootmaker,  and  except  in  the  largest 
cities  imported  machine-made  shoes  are  never  seen.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, while  the  average  shoe  worn  by  the  lower  class  is  cheap  and 
durable,  fdotgear  for  nse  among  the  middle  and  upper  classes  is 
made  to-order  and  is  expensive. 

To  profit  by  these  c<»)ditions  as  well  as  to  build  up  a  market  for 
certain  kinds  of  leather  in  the  production  of  which  it  is  interested  a 
company  has  been  formed  in  Athens  for  the  building  and  operation 
of  a  shoe  factory,  in  which  boots,  shoes,  slippers,  etc.,  will  be  made 
by  machinery  in  large  quantities  on  American  lasts. 

According  to  the  American  installer  of  machinery  for  this  fac- 
tory, if  no  unfweseen  obstacles  develop  the  factory  will  be  in  opera- 
tion in  a  few  weeks,  and  by  the  1st  of  December  should  be  producing 
from  300  to  400  pairs  of  shoes  per  day.  All  the  machinery  of  the 
factory  has  been  bronght  fran  Hie  United  States.  American  lasts 
and  certain  kinds  of  American  leather  will  be  employed  exclusively, 
and  it  is  thou^t  that  owing  to  the  pronounced  inclination  of  many 
Greeks  for  American  goods  the  factory's  chances  for  success  are 
excellent. 

SEBXTILT  TTFEWSITEBS  FOK  SOUTH  AMEBIGA. 

The  manager  of  a  Chicago  firm  which  deals  in  rebuilt  typewriters 
informs  the  District  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  in  that  city  that  it  recently  secured  an  order  from  Peru 
for  rebuilt  typewriters,  valued  at  more  than  $3,000.  This  order,  the 
manager  states,  was  secured  as  a  result  of  a  cable  report  received  by 
the  Bureau  from  the  Commercial  Attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  Lima.  The  firm  adds  that  several  of  its  best  cus- 
tomers were  secured  through  names  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

LOCATION  OF  AKEBICAIT  CONSULATE  IN  FOBHOSA. 
Consul  Edwin  L.  Neville  requests  that  attention  be  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  present  address  of  the  only  American  consulate  in 
Taiwan  (Formosa)  is  "  Taihoku  "  and  not  "  Tansui."  He  states  that 
considerable  mail  continues  to  arrive  directed  to  Tansui,  and  that 
such  practice  not  only  results  in  delay  in  the  delivery  of  letters,  but 
also  causes  much  annoyance  to  the  Formosan  postal  authorities. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


DISTBICT  OFnCES. 

XIW  TOBK:  Bomb  400,  Cutoakona. 

BOSTON:  1301  Castoakou*. 

rBICACO:  £04  Ffdenl  BalMlBf. 

ST.  lOClS:  403  Third  Xatlonal  Bank  BalldUg. 

ITUDTA:  S21  Fmt  Oflire  BBlIdlsf. 

raw  OBUARS:  lOSO  Hnerala  Baak  BaHdlnf. 

8UI  nUXCIBCO:  S07  CMtomhAnt. 

SUTTLS:  848  Httij  BnlldlBg. 


COOPESATITK  OFFICES. 

CLBTBLANB:  Chimkcr  of  Ctmmnt*. 
CIHCIXKATI:  Ckaaibtr  of  CoauMico. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  K.  O.  k  T.  F.  By.  Co. 
IiOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Comneree. 
rHILADELPHIA :  Cbambcr  of  Commerec. 
CHATTANOOGA:  Soutk  AourleaB  Agent,  8oBtk> 

era  By.  Co. 
FOBTIiAND,  OBEG.:  Ckamber  of  €ommtiti. 
BArrON :  Greater  Dajrtoa  Auoclatlon. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OPPOETDHITIES. 

Rcnerred  addressrs  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Biirean  and  Its  diatrlet  oflleea.     Beootlt 
for  cacli  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportiiBlty  mvaber. 

The  Darenn  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responslbtllty  as  to  tbe  Ktaodlat 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symboli: 
•  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attacbis  tad 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Asbestos 23136 

Baby  carriages 23133 

Boiler  tube  cleaners 23139 

Bookbinders'    supplies 23134 

Bottles 23141 

Buttons 23141 

Chains 23137 

Cutlery 23133,  23137 

Hardware 23137 

Insulating  materials 23143 

Leather   goods 231H3 


Hacblnery 2314! 

NaUs — .—  28137 

Palnta  aad  TamlslieB 2314t 

Paper 23144 

Sand  paper 231M 

Saws 231» 

Shovels 231 W 

Tractors 231M 

Travelers'    requisites 2313J 

Twine,  cotton 231SS 

Woods 2S140 


23133.* — A  man  in  France  wishes  to  secure  the  agency,  on  a  cmnmission  basis, 
for  American  manufacturers  of  leather  goods,  travelers'  requisites,  cutlery, 
baby  carriages,  and  other  articles  usually  carried  by  department  stores. 
Correspondence  preferably  in  French.    Reference. 

23134. t — ^An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  bas  nn  in- 
quiry from  Russia  for  bookbinders'  supplies  of  all  Itlnds.    Reference. 

23135.* — ^A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Canada  desires  qaotattocs  on  one  carload 
lot  of  commercial  cotton  twine,  3  to  10  ply.  Samptes-  should  be  sent 
Reference. 

23136.* — A  firm  in  Spain  desires  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  and 
exporter  of  asbestos  (crude,  fiber,  millboard)  and  woven  fabrics  thereof 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

23137.* — ^A  merchant  in  one  of  the  West  Indies  desires  to  represent  an  Amer- 
ican house  dealing  in  cheap,  light  hardware,  such  as  nails,  cutlery,  cattle 
chains,  etc.    Corre'^pondence  may  tte  in  English.    References. 

23138.* — A  rice  farmer  in  the  Far  East  would  like  to  be  placed  in  communica- 
tion with  Amerl'.an  manufacturers  of  tractors  of  the  so-called  caterpillar 
type,  for  use  on  soft  ground  in  rice  fields.    Correspondence  in  English. 

23139.* — ^A  hardware  firm  in  Central  America  is  in  the  market  for  shovels,  sand- 
paper, crosscut  saws,  pit  saws,  and  boiler  tube  cleaners,  for  tubes  from  U 
inches  to  5  Inches  in  diameter.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Refer- 
ences. 

23140.* — A  company  in  Switzerland,  manufacturing  weaver  shuttles  and  other 
loom  parts,  is  desirous  of  entering  into  commercial  relations  with  American 
exporters  of  various  wood  specialties,  such  as  cornel,  persimmon,  boxwood, 
and  hickory  wood,  with  a  view  to  making  purchases  in  carload  lots.  Cor- 
respondence preferably  in  French  or  German.    Reference: 

23141.* — ^A  firm  of  agents  and  importers  in  the  United  Kingdom  wishes  to  pur- 
chase buttons.  Samples  and  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  are 
desired. 

23142. — A  firm  In  Porto  Rico  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  firms  In  a 
position  to  supply  machinery  and  equipment  for  a  factory  for  the  mann- 
-facture  of  bags,  rofies,  and  similar  products  from  the  so-called  maguey  fll)er. 

231-1.1.* — .V  donlor  In  Spnin  Is  In  the  market  for  Insulating  material  for  elec- 
tricity and  automobiles,  such  as  china,  porcelain  and  composition  insulntors, 
compounds,  paints  and  varnishes,  fiber,  lava,  mica,  tape,  Insulating  imper, 
insulator  pins,  etc.    Correspondence  preferably  in  French.     Reference. 

23144.t — A  firm  In  New  York  City  has  an  Inquiry  from  Greece  for  beer  bottles 
having  porcelain  stopiier  and  rubber  ring;  also  for  news  printing  paper, 
size  37i  by  26  Inches,  weight  32  pounds  iier  ream  of  500  sheets.  Samples  are 
desired. 

WABBIKOTOK  :  GOraaNUaNT  PBINTtNO  OFTICB :  W* 
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-.  [CoosdI  Franklin  D.  Hale,  UodderEfleld,  EnjgUnd,  Nov.  2.] 

The  valtife  of  goods  covered  by  invoices  certified  at.  the  Hudders- 
field  consulate  for  the  United  States  during  October,  1916,  was 
$166,687,  as  apainst  $93,388  during  the  .same  month  in  1915,  an  in- 
crease of  $73,'299.  For  the  same  month  of  1914  it  wns  $273,989. 
The  principal  items  for  October,  1916,  were  woolens,  $83,669,  and 
worsteds,  ^9,327.  The  woolen  and  worsted  goods  invoiced  in  Oc- 
tober, 1914,  were  valued  at  $191,146. 

The  value  of  chemicals  and  dyes  invoiced  in  October,  1914,  was 
$62,009,  as  against  $1,037  in  the  same  month  in  1916. 


FBOFOSED  BUSSIAir  BUEEATJ  OF  CEEDIT  DTFOBUATION. 

[Journal  of  the  Rusalan-Amerlcan  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  September.] 

The  committee  of  the  confess  of  representatives  of  Russian  banks 
for  commercial  credit  is  discussing  the  question  of  establishing  a 
bureau  of  information  regarding  the  financial  standing  of  commer- 
cial firms,  in  connection  with  me  council  of  the  congress.  Such  a 
bureau  is  deemed  advisable  in  view  of  the  expected  considerable  in- 
crease in  foreign  and  domestic  trade  after  the  war,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  changes  that  the  war  has  caused  in  the  financial  stand- 
ing of  commercial  firms. 


JAVANESE  EXPOKTS  OP  BUBBEB. 

Exports  of  rubber  from  Java  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
1915  and  1916,  respectively,  were  incorrectly  stated  in  Commebcb 
Beports  for  November  22.  The  error  occurred  in  the  figures  for 
Hevea,  exports  of  which  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1916  should 
have  been  stated  as  19,009,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  10,943,000 

Sounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.    The  total  exports  from 
ava  should  have  been  11,153,000  pounds  in  the  first  eight  months  of 
1915  and  19,251,500  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1916. 

70B29''— 18  817 
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FBENCH  FOBEIGH  TBADE  FOB  BIHE  MONTHS. 

[Consul  General  A.  U.  Thackara,  Paris,  Not.  10.] 

According  to  statistics  just  published  bj  the  minister  of  finanee, 
the  total  French  foreign  trade  for  the  first  9  months  of  1916,  based 
on  the  values  fixed  by  the  customs  commission  in  1914,  amounted 
to  $1,910,211,903,  of  which  $1,424,611,744  were  imports  and 
$485,600,159  exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  subdivision  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports according  to  their  various  classes  for  the  first  three  quartets 
of  1915  and  1916: 


Items. 

loports. 

ISU 

1016 

1915 

me 

Food  nrodacts 

178,242,200 

90, 716,  m 

228,545,003 
a;  126, 804 

860,171,998 
97,635,033 

2a3,2U,S34 
34,541,696 

8346,190,855 
440,143,834 
334,491,774 

(415,489,0m 

s76,aaaLM 

433,513,381 

Mtmutactures „ 

Total 

420,630,183 

485,600,159 

1,120,826,463 

1, 424,  611, 741 

In  publishing  the  above  figures,  however,  the  Ministry  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  they  do  not  really  represent  the  actual  value 
of  the  foreign  trade,  and  that  in  order  to  arrive  at  approximately 
correct  statistics  they  must  be  increased  by  the  following  per- 
centages :  Importg. — Food  products,  57  per  cent ;  industrial  materials, 
123 ;  and  manufactures,  75 ;  or  an  average  for  imports  of  89  per  otsA. 
Exports. — Food  products,  66  per  cent;  industrial  materials,  51; 
manufactures,  47 ;  and  postal  packages,  47 ;  or  an  average  for  exports 
of  50  per  cent. 

If  the  above  statistics  are  corrected  according  to  the  estimates  of 
the  customs  officials  it  will  be  seen  that  the  real  value  of  the  imports 
amounted  to  $2,692,316,196,  while  exports  reached  $728,400,238,  or 
an  excess  of  imports  of  $1,963,915,958,  to  which  mu.st  be  added  large 
imports  for  the  account  of  the  army,  which  have  not  been  added  -to 
the  customs  figures. 
Share  of  TTnlted  States  In  Frenoh  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  som?  of  the  principal  imports,  not 
including  those  for  the  army,  and  the  amoimts  from  the  United 
States  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916 : 


Articles. 


Meats 

Cereals  and  flour 

Alcohol 

Sugar 

Dorses 

Cotton,  raw , 

Oleaginous    truits   and 

seeds , 

Coal,  coke,  and  briquets. 


Nine  months  ended 
Sept.  30, 1916. 


Total. 


$61,415,302 

139,073,098 
25,068,770 
30,464,664 
"620.807 
58,429,785 

42,239,015 
73,072,502 


From 
United 
BUtes. 


815,528,008 

70,406,014 
10,737,941 
13,256,784 
H04,578 
45,381,755 


'32,788 


Articles. 


Iron,  steel,  and  pig  iron. 

Copper , 

Yiurn. 

Woolen  textile 

Cotton  textiles , 

Machinery 

Vehicles,  including  auto- 
mobiles  


Nine  months  ended 
Itept.  30, 191& 


TotaL 


t53,736,7»7 
45,Kn,2SS 
66,292,991 
50,382,467 
37,016,435 
40, 481,943 

26,383.907 


United 
States. 


$17,388.  HI 

40,158,W 

1,487,8K 

2,158,118 

2, 902.  a) 

1^881.31 

17,929,«B 


'Metric  quintals. 


'Number. 


cTons. 
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The  total  amounts  of  some  of  the  principal  exports  during  the  nine 
months,  with  the  amounts  sent  to  the  United  States,  were  as  follows: 


Exports. 

Total. 

To  United 

Exports. 

Total. 

To  Unite  1 
States. 

Silk  t«xtn«3 

tS5,  (92,247 
27,228,440 

9.547,710 
15,737,220 
13,425,273 

4,864,565 

J13,C0,S21S 
0,080,  SIO 
2,&14,488 
1,523,156 
1,755,528 
1,942,545 

Winej 

tl."),  207, 242 
5,3IN.RS7 
fi.2H..)22 
l.SOHO.Ta'i 
6,430,634 

t2  30,280 

250,128 

3,818,557 

229,670 

2,490.663 

Cotton  textiles 

Branilieii,  liquecirs,  etc . . . 

I..eath«r  goods 

Parisian  norolties 

Chemicsl  products 

Table  (mils 

Sillc,raw 

Feathers,  ornamental. . . . 

According  to  the  nine  months'  statistics,  France  imported  from  tlie 
United  States  goods  to  the  value  of  $401,818,081,  not  including  goods 
for  the  Army,  and  sent  to  the  United  States  goods  valued  at  $()5,015,- 
754.  These  figures  should,  however,  be  increased  by  89  and  50  per 
cent,  respectively,  giving  a  total  trade  of  $857,859,815,  of  which 
$759,436,184  Were  imports  from,  and  $98,4-23,031  exports  to  the 
tJnited  States.  The  coijiversions  from  francs  to  dollars  in  all  the 
above  statistics  have  been  made  at  the  United  States  Treasury  rate 
of  19.3  cents  to  1  franc. 


BUBEATT  AIDS  CITIES  IN  aUASDING  AGAINST  ELECTROLYSIS.  | 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  been  making  an  elec- 
trolysis survey  in  Omaha,  Nebr.,  at  the  joint  request  of  the  various 
utility  companies  and  of  the  city.  The  bulk  of  the  measurements  are 
being  made  by  the  engineers  supplied  by  the  utilities,  the  bureau 
planning  and  supervising  the  work.  A  report  is  to  be  prepared  by 
the  bureau  for  the  various  utilities  and  the  city.  Measurements  are 
being  made  also  in  connection  with  the  electrolysis  surveys  in  Al- 
toona.  Pa.,  and  Baltimore,  Md. 

A  rejpresentative  of  the  bureau  is  making  a  series  of  measurements 
upon  the  resistance  of  ground  connections  from  electric  circuits  in  a 
number  of  cities  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  including  New 
England,  the  Middle  States,  and  the  Mountain  States.  As  this  is  an 
important  measure  of  precaution  for  electric-light  and  telephone 
circuits,  it  is  expected  that  the  information  obtained  will  be  oi  very 
practical  value,  and  will  be  incorporated  in  a  publication  on  the  sub- 
ject shortly  to  be  issued. 


FABUEB'S  DrSTITTTTES  IN  BBITISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Vtcc  Consal  B.  H.  Kewcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Nor.  16.] 

The  total  number  of  farmer's  institutes  in  the  Province  for  the 
years  1914  and  1915  was  111  and  136,  respectively,  with  a  member- 
ship of  8,367  and  8,145,  as  compared  with  8,144  for  1913.  Consider- 
ing the  large  number  of  persons  who  have  left  the  Province  during 
the  last  two  years,  owing  to  the  war  and  other,  reasons,  the  member- 
ship recorded  may  be  considered  as  very  creditable. 

The  financial  condition  of  institutes  has  at  the  same  time  been 
strengthened,  the  total  receipts  for  1915  being  $66,348,  compared 
with  $46,828  for  1914,  and  the  total  expenditures  $57,226  against 
$38,926. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


820  OOHMBBOB  BBPOBXS. 

UNERAL  WEALTH  OF  THE  SEPUBUC  OF  AinWlSA. 

(Consul  General  Carl  Ballej  Hnrst,  Barcelona.  Spain,  Kor.  2.] 

The  mineral  wealth  of  the  Republic  of  Andorra,  in  the  Barcelona 
consular  district,  is  said  to  be  entirely  unexploited,  although  iron^ 
lead,  and  other  ores  are  known  to  exist  there  in  vast  quantities.  The 
que^on  of  mining  concessions  in  the  Kepublic  is  comparatiTely  sam- 
ple. Under  the  provisions  of  a  law  enacted  in  1914  the  Council  Gen- 
eral of  Andorra,  a  body  of  24  members,  names  a  representative  for 
exploration  and  negotiation,  who  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  mining  interests  of  the  Republic  to  an  operating 
company.  It  is  stated  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  Government  of 
Andorra  to  facilitate  in  every"  'way  the  work  of  such  a  company,  and 
that  taxes  and  fees  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

A  good  municipal  road  runs  through  the  Balira  Valley,  connecting 
Andorra,  the  capital  of  the  Republic,  with  Seo  de  Urgel,  Puigcerdi, 
L6rida,  Manresa,  and  surrounding^  places.  When,  completed  the 
Trans-Pyrenean  Railroad  through  Kipoll-Puigcerdd-Aix  will  facili- 
tate communication  with  Andorra,  as  Puigcerda  is  50  miles  from  An- 
dorra by  the  highway.  The  Balira  River,  which  waters  the  valley 
in  which  the  small  Republic  lies,  is  a  tributary  of  the  Segre;  the 
Segre.  in  turn,  flows  into  the  Ebro,  forming  a  water  route  that  could 
be  utilized.  Hydroelectric  power  for  industrial  pm-pbses  could  be 
obtained  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Balira. 

Some  specimens  of  iron  ore  from  Andorra  show  on  analysis  be- 
tween 54  and  79  per  cent  of  iron,  and  veins  yielding  hematite,  limo- 
nite,  manganese,  and  lead  have  been  found,  which,  it  is  stated, 
promise  excellent  results. 

[Lippincott's  Gazetteer  thtis  describes  Andorra.  "A  neutral  country  with  the 
name  of  a  Republic,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  between  ttie 
French  department  of  Ari^ge  and  the  Spanish  Province  of  LCrlda,  surrounded 
by  high  mountains  on  wliich  the  snow  lies  for  six  months  In  the  year.  Area, 
175  square  miles.  Its  climate  is  cold,  but  healthful ;  the  soil  1s  unproductive  in 
grain,  but  there  are  rich  iron  mines  and  valuable  forests.  Oats  and  barley  are 
the  only  crops.  The  Government,  a  democracy,  is  vested  in  a  council  of  24 
members,  elected  by  the  whole  population.  The  executive  bead  is  a  syndic, 
elected  by  the  council  for  life.  Andorra  is  nominally  subject  to  the  suzerainty 
of  France  and  of  the  bishop  of  Urgel.  The  inhabitants,  mostly  thepherds,  speak 
the  Catalan  language.  Population,  about  6,000.  The  independence  of  this  little 
state  is  reputed  to  date  from  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  about  790.  Capital, 
Andorra."] 

INCKEASED  WAS  BONITSES  TO  TEXTILE  WOBKEBS. 

[Consul  Franklin  D.  Halo,  Huddersfleld,  England,  Nov.  2.1 

Under  a  recent  decision  made  by  Sir  G.  W.  Askwith,  Chief  In- 
dustrial Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  differences  between  the  three  leading  textile  manufac- 
turers' associations  and  the  General  Union  of  Textile  Workers  in 
this  district,  about  20,000  textile  workers  are  awarded  an  increased 
war  bonus  amounting  to  from  15  to  20  per  cent  on  present  wages. 

Under  the  new  rating  all  workers  receiving  not  more  than  10 
shillings  per  week  ($2.43)  will  receive  3  shillings  ($0.73)  additional; 
females  not  included  in  the  previous  class  wifi  receiVe  an  addition 
of  4s.  6d.  ($1.09)  instead  of  3  shillings;  all  male  persons  earning 
between  10  shillings  ($2.43)  and  20  shillings  ($4.86)  an  addition  of 
4s.  6d.  ($1.09) ;  all  male  persons  earning  over  20  shillings  ($4.86)  an 
addition  of  7  shillings  ($1.70).  . 
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BESEASCH  WOBE  ON  INSUSTBIAL  PBOBLEUS. 

Several  important  problems  have  received  attention  recently  at  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  in  research  work  conducted  in 
aid  of  American  industrial  progress.  Among  the  subjects  were  elec- 
trotyping,  stuccos,  and  plasters,  and  textile  materials. 

In  the  electrotyping  work,  several  tests  of  importance  to  the  in- 
dustry have  been  made.  The  cause  of  defective  service  of  certain 
plates,  the  nature  and  cause  of  an  unusual  precipitate  in  copper  solu- 
tions, and  the  cause  of  "  soft  rules  "  in  copper  electrotypes  were  sub- 
jects of  inquiry.  At  a  meeting  of  tlie  International  Electrotypers' 
Association,  held  in  Cleveland,  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  bureau  on 
several  problems  was  presented.  Great  interest  was  manifested, 
especially  in  the  efforts  to  replace  Austrian  ozokerite  by  the  American 
(Utah)  product. 

In  the  investigation  of  stuccos  and  plasters,  the  new  test  panels,  22 
in  number,  have  ben  completed  under  most  favorable  conditions. 
These  new  panels,  which  represent  a  variety  of  stucco  mixtures  and 
backings  and  include  several  different  types  of  construction,  already 
have  attracted  considerable  attention.  The  report  on  this  investiga- 
tion of  stucco  panels  has  been  prepared  for  distribution.  The  in- 
vestigation is  of  interest  and  importance  ih  connection  with  all  con- 
struction work  involving  the  use  of  plaster  or  stucco,  as  it  is  a  service 
test  conducted  with  the  fullest  cooperation  between  the  manufac- 
turers and  the  bureau. 

Eesearch  by  the  textile  laboratory  has  included  the  design  of  a  pre- 
cision testing  machine  for  textiles.  An  investigation  also  has  been 
started  for  the  determination  of  fabrics  most  desirable  for  use  in  the 
construction  of  aeroplane  wings.  Exposure  tests  of  bunting  have 
been  continued. 

CANADIAN  TRADE  STATISTICS. 

(Consul  Henry  S.  Culver,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Nov.  20.] 

During  the  12  months  ended  August  the  imports  of  dutiable  goods 
into  Canada  totaled  $365,979,000,  and  the  duty  collected  was  $125,- 
522,000.  These  imports  included  foodstuffs,  valued  at  $73,754,000, 
made  up  principally  of  provisions,  $17,000,000;  fruits,  $10,000,000; 
and  sugar  and  molasses,  $29,000,000. 

The  exports  of  provisions,  principally  to  Great  Britain,  amounted 
to  $76,426,000,  as  compared  to  $52,650,000  for  the  previous  year. 
The  exports  of  cheese  increased  from  $21,000,000  to  $29,000,000; 
meats,  from  $18,000,000  to  $32,000,000;  butter,  from  $631,000  to 
$2,168,000;  animals,  from  $14,000,000  to  $16,000,000;  and  breadstuffs, 
wheat,  and  flour,  from  $116,000,000  to  $360,000,000. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $36,000,000  in  imports  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  $208,000,000  in  imports  from  the  United  States. 

Exports  to  Great  Britain  increased  by  $395,483,000  and  those  to 
the  United  States  by  $61,126,000. 

Canada  bought  from  Great  Britain  last  year  goods  to  the  value 
of  $111,584,000  and  sold  $646,504,000  worth.  It  bought  from  the 
United  States  during  the  same  period  goods  valued  at  $492,483,000 
and  sold  to  the  United  States  $247,984,000  worth. 

Its  trade  balance  with  Great  Britain  was  $534,920,000,  while  with 
the  United  States  the  adverse  balance  was  $244,499,000. 
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kaheoad  coHsravcnoH  nr  ecitasoe. 

[Vice  Consul  Junes  H.  Both,  GiutyaqaU,  Nor.  S.] 
Ztmeralda*  to  ftvlto. 

The  Congress  of  Ecuador  has  recently  passed  a  law  providing  for 
the  construction  of  a  railway  from  the  port  of  San  Lorenzo  del 
Pailon,  or  some  other  suitable  port  in  the  Province  of  Esmeraldas, 
to  the  city  of  Ibarra.  This  wul  not  affect  the  construction  of  the 
railway  from  Quito  to  Ibarra,  which  wiU  connect  at  Ibarra  with  the 
railway  from  the  port.  The  funds  required  for  the  construction  of 
the  new  railway  are  provided  by  the  assignment  to  this  purpose  of  a 
certain  proportion  or  the  itoport  and  export  duties  of  the  Province 
of  Esmeraldas,  now  used  for  other  public  services.  On  completion  of 
the  railroad  the  funds  shall  revert  to  their  original  purposes.  An 
appropriation  is  also  made  for  the  construction  of  a  branch  road  from 
loarra  to  Tulcan  on  the  completion  of  the  road  from  Quito  to  Esme- 
raldas. The  Province  of  Esmeraldas  has  great  natural  resources,  and 
its  opening  to  railway. traffic  will  mean  important  development. 
Qhone  to  Quito. 

Congress  has  also  authorized  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
the  city  of  Chone  to  Quito,  passing  throu^  Santo  Dbiiiingo  dc  los 
Colorados.  Thi^  road  will  connect  Quito  with  the  ports  of  Manta 
and  Bahia  de  Caraquez  on  the  central  western  coast  of  Ecuador,  and 
a  part  of  the  import  and  export  duties  collected  at  these  ports  will  be 
used  for  the  construction  of  the  road.  Additional  funds  are  provided 
by  the  assignment  of  a  portion  of  the  taxes  now  used  for  other  public 
purposes,  and  the  appropriation  of  certain  sums  formerly  destined  to 
other  construction.  For  the  immediate  financing  of  this  work  tbe 
Government  of  Ecuador  will  endeavor  to  secure  loans,  to  be  guaran- 
teed by  the  revenues  mentioned  in  detail  in  the  laws  providmg  for 
the  construction  of  both  these  railroads.  Six  per  cent  interest  and 
1  per  cent  amortization  will  be  paid  on  a  foreign  loan,  and  as  high 
as  9  per  cent  interest,  with  1  per  cent  amortization,  on  an  internal 
loan. 

DECSEASED  EZPOBTS  FSOK  BBADFOBD  TO  UniTEI)  STATES. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingrain,  Bradford,  England,  Not.  9.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford 
consular  district  during  October,  1916,  declined  to  $1,235,997,  as  com- 
pared with  $2,675,124  in  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year.  This 
decline,  however,  was  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  absence,  owing 
to  the  embargo,  of  all  shipments  of  raw  fleece  wool,  which  amoimted 
in  October,  1915,  to  $1,752,038.  Wool  noils  and  wastes  to  the  value 
of  $49,383  were  shipped,  as  compared  with  $25,264  in  the  same  periods 
of  last  year. 

Wool  cloths,  both  worsteds  ($43,005)  and  woolens  ($74,971),  and 
wool  coat  linings  ($43,488)  continued  to  show  a  decline,  although 
wool  dress  goods,  owing  to  the  advance  in  cost  of  manufacture, 
amounted  to  $41,536,  as  compared  with  $41,246  in  October,  1915 ;  but 
the  square  yards  of  these  wool  dress  goods  was  only  84,665,  as  com- 
pared with  125,832.  Spun  silk  yam  also  showed  a  decline  to 
$84,156,  as  compared  with  $104,231,  although  the  quantities  were,  re- 
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spectively,  47,863  pounds,  as  against  88,321  pounds.  Mohair  yam, 
on  the  other  hand,  increased  to  $56,892,  as  compared  with  $9,500  in 
October,  1915,  the  quantities  being,  respectively,  64,470  and  15,849 
pounds,  while  mohair  cloths  also  increased  to  $94,330  (79,324 
pounds),  as  compared  with  $64,388  (59,067  pounds)  in  October,  1915. 
The  item  showing  the  largest  increase  was  cotton  cloths,  which 
amounted  to  $559,762  (2,406,397  square  yards),  as  compared  with 
$230,035  (1,195,890  square  yards)  in  October,  1915.  This  is  the 
largest  monthly  total  for  cotton  cloths  ever  recorded  at  this  office, 
and  the  great  bulk  of  these  cloths  are  dyed  and  mercerized  cotton 
linings,  mainly  containing  yams  numbermg  20  to  39,  inclusive.  A 
feature  of  these  exports  also  is  the  increase  in  quantity  of  cotton 
cloths  shipped  in  the  gray  to  be  dyed  and  finished  in  the  United 
States. 

EXPOBT  OF  SPANISH  CAimED  GFOODS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  20.] 

The  canned-goods  industry  in  Spain  has  grown  in  importance 
since  the  war  began,  and  besides  supplying  the  home  market  is  now 
filling  large  orders  for  foreign  countries.  Statistics  of  exports  dur- 
ing the  first  eight  months  of  1916,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  1915,  show  an  increase  of  nearly  5,500  tons  of  food  prod- 
ucts preserved  in  tins.  The  export  of  sardines  in  tins  increased  to 
8,584  tons,  as  against  5;000  tons  in  1915.  This  is  regarded  as  par- 
ticularly satisfactory,  because  it  is  stated  to  be  due  chiefly  to  trans- 
Atlantic  orders  being  placed  directly  with  Spanish  exporters,  whereas 
Jieretofore  the  goods  were  transshipped  from  other  European  coun- 
tries. Aside  from  canned  sardines  there  is  an  extensive  export  busi- 
ness done  in  salt,  smoked,  and  pickled  sardines,  of  which  3,330  tons 
were  shipped  abroad  in  the  first  eight  months  of  1916.  The  sardine 
industry  of  Spain,  besides  supplying  the  domestic  demand,  has  en- 
riched Spanish  packers  and  others  by  $320,000  a  month  thus  far 
during  the  current  year. 

Preserved  shellfish  and  fish  other  than  sardines  have  continued  to 
be  shipped  in  greater  quantities.    During  the  past  eight  months 
the  export  amounted  to  4,598  tons,  compared  with  2,830  tons  during 
the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 
Shipments  of  Canned  Vegetables,  X'ruit,  and  Keat. 

A  marked  increase  is  noticeable  in  the  export  of  canned  garden 
vegetables.  During  the  present  year  the  demand  has  continued  to 
ffrow,  statistics  for  the  first  eight  months  showing  that  7,009  tons  have 
Been  shipped  abroad,  compared  with  5,631  tons  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

The  export  of  preserved  fruits  and  canned  meats  has  decreased 
during  the  first  eight  months  of  1916  compared  with  1915.  Of  pre- 
served fruits,  over  3,000  tons  were  exported  in  1915,  2,000  tons  of 
which  were  shipped  during  the  first  eight  months,  while  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1916  only  969  tons  were  exported.  This  de- 
crease is  attributed  partly  to  the  small  fruit  crop  of  this  year  caused 
^y  the  beat  and  lack  of  rain.  Canned  meats  exported  during  the 
first  eight  months  of  1916  fell  to  22  tons,  compared  with  200  tons 
in  1915,  the  decrease  being  ascribed  to  export  restrictions  in  this  line, 
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OTJATEKAIAN  DOTAXIOHB  iff  FOKEiaH  GOODS. 

[Congnl  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Puerto  Cortes,  HoDdoras.  Not.  6.] 

Of  considerable  interest  is  the  recent  appearance  on  the  Honduras 
market  of  toilet  waters,  patent  medicines,  and  condiments  manufac- 
tured in  Guatemala  and  put  up  in  imitation  of  well-known  foreign 
brands,  the  Guatemalan  product  following  the  foreign  packing  in 
style  and  shape  of  bottle  and  design  of  label  so  closely  as  to  require 
a  very  careful  examination  to  ascertain  that  it  is  not  the  genuine 
article.  For  example,  a  well-known  British  table  sauce  is  com- 
monly referred  to  in  Central  America  as  English  sauce  ("Salst 
Inglesa  ") .  A  Guatemalan  sauce  is  put  up  in  close  imitation  of  the 
genuine  article  and  sold  as  "  Salsa  Inglesa."  Ajiother  example  is 
that  of  a  patent  medicine  sold  throughout  Central  America  as  a  cer- 
tain brand  of  fruit  salts.  The  Guatemalan  imitation  uses  the  term 
"  fruit  salts,"  with  the  name  of  the  brand  omitted. 

All  these  goods  cost  more  in  Guatemala  than  do  the  corresponding 
products  in  Europe  or  Ajnerica,  but  the  delivered  price  in  Honduras 
IS  much  less,  owing  to  the  fact  that  goods  the  product  of  the  factories 
of  Guatemala  enter  Honduras  without  paying  duties  of  any  kind 
except  a  nominal  sum  for  handling  through  the  customhouse,  whUe 
Ajnerican  and  European  goods  are  subjected  to  very  high  customs 
duties  and  other  taxes  incidental  to  the  ordinary  taritf. 

How  the  Prices  Compare — limitations  Oive  Satisfaction. 

The  following  prices  taken  from  the  books  of  a  local  biisiness  house 
show  the  gross  cost  of  the  Guatemalan  product  and  of  the  like  arti- 
cles from  American  and  European  sources  prior  to  the  European  war: 


Price  perdoxan. 

Aitkles. 

Frkse  per  doaao. 

Artidas. 

Ooate- 
Dnlan 
article. 

Europeai 
or  Amer- 
ican 
articln. 

Ouate- 
malan 
article. 

EiRopaaa 
or  Anar 

lean 
article. 

Florida  wat«r: 

8^>i.  bottles 

Pool. 
9.87 
2.48 

9.87 
2.48 

Pctot. 
12.75 
4.42 

12.75 
3.44 

Ajuostnia  Bitten,  pint  bot- 

Pom. 
13.  £0 
21.75 
9.2S 
19.  SO 

Ptttt. 
2400 

2-oz,  bottles 

Fmlt  salts,  weight  not  known. 
Table  sauce,  wM^tnotknown. 
Bay  rum,  34-ox.  bottles 

27  80 

Kananga  wat«r: 

8<i.  bottles 

11. 3S 
HOO 

2<ii.  bottles 

The  values  above  are  taken  directly  in  the  money  expressed,  the 
Central  American  peso,  which  at  present  is  worth  43  cents,  but  whidi 
fluctuates  in  value  from  day  to  day.  The  figures  are  those  for  the 
first  shipment  of  this  Irind  to  Puerto  Cortes,  and  the  importer  informs 
me  that  he  considers  the  goods  sufficiently  up  to  the  standards  they 
imitate.  He  has  found  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  them  to  his  regu- 
lar trade  at  prices  slightly  below  those  ordinarily  charged  for  the 
Ajnerican  or  European  product.  This  dealer  also  informs  me  that 
he  has  placed  orders  in  Guatemala  for  various  kinds  of  canned  fruits 
and  vegetables,  preserved  fruits,  jams,  pickles,  and  marmalades,  all 
to  be  put  up  in  imitation  of  well-lmown  foreign  brands  of  goods,  and 
at  prices,  laid  down  in  Puerto  Cortes,  much  below  the  prices  now 
paid  for  such  goods  manufactured  in  Europe  and  Anioric.i. 
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A£0£IITINA'S  TJUFBECEinilfTED  WOOL  SIITJATION. 

[Vice  Consul  J.  W.  White,  Jr.,  Buenos  Aires,  Oct.  17.1 

The  opening  of  the  wool  year  on  October  1  found  Argentina  in  a 
position  to  ask  unheard-of  prices,  and  two  weeks  of  trading  in  the 
new  season  seem  to  have  justified  July  and  August  prophecies  that 
quotations  would  be  higher  than  the  abnormally  high  ones  of  last 
year  and  that,  indeed,  price  would  not  be  a  factor  in  disposing  of 
this  year's  clip.  Argentine  producers  benefited  by  the  action  of  the 
British  Government  in  prohibiting  the  sale  of  last  year's  clip  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  later  requisitioning  it  at  a  price  which  gave  the 
fanner  a  good  profit.  The  unusually  brilliant  outlook  for  the  cur- 
rent season  in  thia  country  is  dependent  largely  on  a  continuance  of 
this  policy,  which  leaves  Argentina  to  supply  the  demands  of  neutral 
countries  in  addition  to  filling  orders  from  the  Allies  for  varieties 
•which  the  British  colonies  do  not  produce. 

The  Argentine  Republic  annually  produces  in  the  neighborhood  of 
300,000,OCW  pounds  of  wool,  75  per  cent  of  which  comes  from  white- 
faced,  long-wool  sheep,  Lincolns  and  Leicesters,  and  is  known  in  the 
world  markets  as  Argentine  crossbred.  Wlien  sorted,  this  wool 
grades  largely  into  coarse  and  medium  crossbred,  corresponding  to 
domestic  commons  and  domestic  one-fourth  bloods  in  the  United 
States.  The  fine  crossbred  of  Argentina  is  known  in  the  United 
States  as  domestic  three-eighths  blood.  Merino  fleeces  form  20  per 
cent  of  the  yearly  total,  producing  wool  that  is  graded  as  domestic 
fine  in  the  United  States.  The  remaining  5  per  cent  is  wool  of  black- 
faced  and  domestic  sheep.  The  average  weight  of  the  fleece  is  &.3 
pounds. 
Distribntion  Before  the  War. 

During  the  four  years  1911  to  1914,  France  and  Germany  were  the 
principal  buyers  of  Argentine  wool,  as  shown  by  the  following  table 
in  which  the  quantities  are  stated  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds : 


DesUnatioiu. 


1911 


1912 


1913 


1914 


Total. 


Fnnce 

Oennany 

United  Kingdom 

BelEiam 

ITniUd  States. . . 

Italy 

Various 

Total 


Totu. 
51,. Wl 
31,  fm 
I9,«)7 
13,20) 
7,923 
2,355 
5,572 


Tons. 
51,  BS 
47,  "QO 
24, 744 
14,846 
16,496 
3,299 
6,602 


TVhm, 
31,342 
4 1,. IB'? 
21, 7*0 
10,««) 
9,314 
2,360 
3,342 


TVxu. 
23,794 
30, 3M 
26,894 
17,100 
8,788 
6,835 
3,473 


Tm». 
157,775 
151,280 
0,225 
£6,731 
42,521 
14,849 
18,989 


132,056 


164,964 


120,080 


117,270 


534,370 


In  the  calendar  year  1915  Argentina's  wool  shipments  amounted 
to  117,670  metric  tons,  but  the  destination  of  these  cargoes  is  not 
given  in  the  official  statistics  now  available. 

Vnlted  States  ITow  the  Best  Cnstomer. 

Early  in  1914  heavy  buying  by  German  houses  gave  Germany  first 
place  and  German  buyers  became  so  strong  a  factor  in  the  Argentine 
market  that  their  actions  had  great  influence  on  the  movement  of 

E rices.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  conditions  in  Enro|)e.  the  United 
tates  has  now  become  the  principal  purchaser.  Of  298,939  bales  ex- 
ported in  the  wool  year  ending  September  30,  1910.  the  United  States 
took  352,.38()  l);iles,  as  compared  with  102,429  bales  in  the  1914-15 
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season  when  the  total  export  was  303,402  bales.  In  the  season  of 
1913-14  the  United  States  took  only  34,000  bales  out  of  a  total  ex- 
port of  304,268  bales.  (The  export  bale  averages  420  kilos,  or  ^5 
pounds.)  This  heavy  demand  by  the  United  States,  with  a  like  in- 
crease in  the  demand  of  other  neutral  countries,  immediately  boomed 
prices  and  they  are  rising  still. 

The  rapid  advance  in  value  of  Argentine  wool  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  while  the  117,270  metric  tons  exported  in  the  calendar  year 
1914  were  valued  at  $45,323,790  United  States  gold,  the  117,670  tons 
exported  in  1915  were  valued  at  $53,633,735.  The  exports  in  1913 
amounted  to  120,080  metric  tons  and  were  invoiced  at  only  $43j685,565 
United  States  gold.  Statistics  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
show  that  the  average  price  for  a  pound  of  wool,  all  grades  con- 
sidered, was  15.4  cents  United  States  gold  in  1912, 16.5  cents  in  1913, 
17.5  cents  in  1914,  and  20.1  cents  in  1915.  ,    , 

Bright  Prospects  for  This  Season.  ' 

The  prospects  for  this  season  are  excellent  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  prices  will  be  higher  than  last  season,  which  was  a  record 
one  in  the  matter  of  quotations.  Pastures  throughout  the  Republic 
are  in  excellent  condition  as  a  result  of  recent  copious  rains,  and  the 
wool  has  grown  well  and  is  of  good  quality  and  strong,  without 
excessive  dirt,  as  had  been  feared  because  of  the  long  drought.  Tbc 
stock  has  multiplied  at  a  good  rate.  Early  estimates  of  the  clip  are 
that  it  will  at  least  equal  that  of  last  season. 

The  distribution  of  the  new  clip  probably  will  be  more  or  less  the 
same  as  in  the  season  just  closed.  The  first  place  will  be  occupied 
by  the  United  States,  and  the  belief  in  the  local  market  is  that  the 
demand  of  North  American  buyers  will  be  even  greater  than  last 
season.  The  distribution  of  exports  for  the  seasons  of  1914-15  and 
1915-16  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  which  was  prepared  at  the 
Central  Market : 


Destinalian. 

1914-15 

191S-16 

Destination. 

1914-15 

1915-W 

Dunkirk 

Bale: 

100 
47,539 
76,976 
102,429 
33,265 
1,793 

Bala. 
1 
41,491 
31,894 

152,330 
14,815 
11,501 

Marseille ■      . 

Bala. 
12,474 

8,iea 

9,C3S 
U,018 

Bala. 

IIW 
21,» 

Genoa 

Barcelona ,. 

United  Kingdom 

Other 

United  States 

Total 

303,402 

298,9Ji 

The  item  "  other  "  in  the  above  table  consists  largely  of  shipments 
to  the  Scandinavian  countries.  Although  the  exportations  for  the 
season  were  slightly  under  those  of  the  previous  one,  the  production 
was  about  the  same. 

Speculation  a  Feature  of  Early  Buying. 

Speculators  opened  the  country  buying  campaign  for  unshorn  wool 
earlier  than  usual,  but  foreign  buyers  did  not  enter  it  until  late,  and 
it  was  not  until  mid-September  that  the  competition  reached  the 
importance  that  it  should,  in  view  of  the  favorable  outlook  for 
textiles  in  centers  of  consumption.  Various  factors  operated  against 
keen  competition  earlier,  the  principal  one  being  the  high  values  of 
wool  in  general,  which  naturally  made  purchasers  cautious  of  buying 
in  excess  of  their  immediate  requirements,  as  several  months  must 
elapse  before  they  could  use  the  raw  material.    When  buying  finalfy, 
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commenced  it  found  the  buyers  all  trying  to  fill  their  orders  at  the 
same  time.  Then  followed  two  weeks  of  wildly  excited  trading,  in 
■which  unheard-of  prices  were  offered  for  wool  on  the  back.  It  is 
estimated  that  5,500,000  pounds  had  been  sold  on  the  back  up  to 
September  9. 

The  last  week  of  August  saw  the  purchase  of  80,000  kilos  of 
high-grade  wool  by  a  German  house  at  the  rate  of  17  paper  pesos  for 
10  kilos,  this  being  equivalent  to  176,370  pounds  at  32.7  cents  gold 
a  pound.  By  the  second  week  of  October  the  general  price  had 
risen  to  19  and  20  pesos,  and  in  that  week  12,000  kilos  of  wool  of  the 
same  grade  as  that 'just  mentioned  was  sold  at  Azul,  in  the  Province 
of  Buenos  Aires,'  for  21  pesos,  or  40.4  cents  a  poimd.  This  price 
included  lambs'  wool,  shorts,  belly  wool,  and  sweepings.  The  ques- 
tion of  price,  even- considering  that  there  is  a  limit  to  everytning, 
appears  to  be  a  factor  that  wiU  rank  second  with  other  questions  in 
influencing  sales.  At  the  prices  already  attained  and  the  competi- 
tion shown,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  probable  values  for  the  next  few 
months. 

On  th(e  other  hand,  trading  in  the  Central  Market  has  been  almost 
at  a  standstill  for  three  months,  because  of  the  defective  quality  of 
the  varieti^  on  the  floor.  The  demand  for  all  wools  of  good  grade 
and  yield,  light  in  color,  and  free  of  seed  remained  strong  during 
August  and  September,  with  buyers  imable  to  fill  their  orders.  This 
pre-season  demand  has  had  great  influence  on  earlv  prices;  and 
even  though  the  outlook  for  the  clip  is  excellent,  there  seems  no 
likelihood  that  it  will  come  near  enough  to  meeting  the  demand  at 
any  time  in  the  season  to  bring  quotations  to  a  level  much  below  that 
of  to-day. 
Frlcei — Low-ftnallty  Fiber. 

The  past  week  has  witnessed  a  partial  recovery  in  business  on  the 
Central  Market  owing  to  the  arrival  of  several  lots  of  good  and  high- 
grade  wools.  In  this  trading,  medium  and  coarse  crossbred  of  good 
quality  and  yield  has  brought  18.5  and  19.5  paper  pesos  for  10-kilo 
lots,  this  being  equivalent  to  35.6  cents,  and  37.5  cents  United  States 
gold  a  pound.  Medium  and  coarse  crossbreds,  slightly  seedy,  have 
sold  at  17  pesos  (32.7  cents  a  pound) ;  good  class  coarse  wools  of 
rather  dark  and  heavy  quality,  16.5  pesos  (31.8  cents  a  pound) ;  thin, 
dark,  and  earth-stained  varieties,  14  to  15.5  pesos  (27  to  29.8  cents 
a  pound) ;  and  coarse,  heavy,  dark,  seedy,  14.5  pesos  (27.9  cents  a 
pound). 

The  demand  for  inferior  wools  was  filled  long  before  the  season 
closed,  leaving  1,900,000  pounds  on  thfe  floor.  Buyers  seeking  good 
and  high  grade  wools  had  gone  over  this  stock  so  often  that  there  was 
nothing  left  except  dark,  heavy,  seedy  fleeces.  This  is  an  exception- 
ally large  quantity  to  remain  unsold  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  the 
difficulty  of  disposing  of  it  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  previous 
years  the  only  buyers  who  were  interested  in  these  inferior  wools 
were  those  from  northern  France,  Belgium,  and  Germany.  With 
this  large  amount  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  new  season  inferior  wools 
should  be  sold  at  low  prices. 

It  is  evident  that  the  buyers  who  are  operating  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts are  getting  all  the  good  wool ;  for  although  the  entries  in  tlje 
Central  Market  this  week  averaged  150,000  kilos  daily,  they  con- 
sisted almost  entirely  of  defective  wools.     The  continuance  of  ac- 
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tivity  in  the  country  for  the  purchase  of  wools'  of  the  better  grades 
leads  to  the  general  belief  that  the  wools  in  the  Central  Market  this 
year  will  be  of  poorer  grades  than  formerly. 
Bnylng  Through  Commission  Houses. 

Most  of  the  wool  sold  to  the  United  States  is  exported  by  commis- 
sion houses  acting  on  cabled  orders  from  American  firms.  During 
the  clipping  season  the  fleeces  are  bought  at  the  ranches  by  men  who 
bring  the  wool  to  the  Buenos  Aires  Central  Market,  the  largest  sell- 
ing floor  in  the  world.  It  is  at  the  Central  Market  that  most  of  the 
commission  houses  and  foreign  buyers  operate. 

The  commission  agent  goes  through  the  stockson  hand  and  takes 
such  lots  as  contain  the  grades  for  which  he  has  orders.  The  pur- 
chases are  then  sorted  and  baled  and  shipped  to  the  houses  which 
have  ordered  these  particular  grades.  The  foreign  buyer  who  must 
pick  out  one  or  two  special  varieties  for  shipment  to  the  house  he 
represents  has  a'  more  difficult  task  on  hand,  as  up  to  the  present 
dealers  have  paid  little  attention  to  sorting  their  wooR  However,  it 
is  likely  that  the  wools  on  the  market  this  year  will  be  better  selected 
and  sorted  than  in  the  past,  as  brokers  have  been  educating  growers 
along  these  lines  and  pointing  to  the  wide  difference  in  prices  noted 
last  year  between  clean  and  defective  wools. 

It  would  appear  that  those  American  importers  who  do  not  buy 
through  local  commission  houses  could  have  saved  a  good  deal  ojf 
money  in  the  last  two  years  by  .sending  their  buyers  to  Buenos  Aires 
two  months  earlier  than  they  did  and  instructing  them  to  buy  im- 
shom  wool.  American  buyers  have  been  arriving  in  early  October 
and  confining  themselves  to  operating  in  the  Central  Market,  deal- 
ing with  speculators  who  bought  the  wool  on  the  back  at  a  price  much 
below  that  at  which  it  was  offered  on  the  selling  floor.  This  season 
finds  many  of  the  export  houses  which  formerly  were  inter^ted  only 
in  clipped  wools  buying  unshorn  fleeces. 

NEW  FUELS  TBIES  DT  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  26.] 

The  fuel  question  has  become  of  such  importance  of  late  in  Spain 
that  practical  experiments  are  being  made  by  which  various  mate- 
rials nitherto  considered  of  small  value  may  "be  employed  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  as  a  substitute  for  coal. 

For  many  ^ears  in  the  rice-raising  provinces  of  Spain  rice  husks 
have  been  utilized  as  fuel  for  heating  boilers  in  the  rice  mills,  but 
this  practice  does  not  completely  exhaust  the  combustible  matter  of 
the  husk.  The  plan  is  now  being  tried  of  forming  the  husks  into 
briquets  by  mixing  with  tar  and  submitting  to  hydraulic  pressure. 
The  husks  at  present  are  sold  in  sacks  of  about  44  pounds,  costing 
from  1  cent  to  4  cents  a  sack,  according  to  season.  As  even  large 
quantities  yield  comparatively  little  heat,  their  use  in  natural  form 
is  expensive. 

Another  briquet  is  now  being  made  from  inferior  qualities  of  lig- 
nite. Even  lignite  dust  and  waste  which  were  formerly  discarded 
as  useless  and  an  encumberance  are  treated  to  expel  latent  volatile 
matter  and  then  petroleum  residues  or  similar  binding  material  are 
added.  These  briquets  are  said  to  possess  the  advantage  of  igniting 
readily  and  burning  with  little  smoice. 
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AITSTSALIAK  WEIOHXS-ANB-MEASUBES  BEGTJLATI0H8. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  Melbourne.] 

Australia  has  no  Bureau  of  Standards  nor  any  Federal  laws  relat- 
ing to  weights  and  measures.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
British  standards  are  generally  followed.  However,  the  various 
States  of  the  Commonwealth  have  acts  specifying  the  law  relating 
to  weights  and  measures.  Standards,  which  are  placed  in  charge  of 
a  minister,  conform  to  the  weights  and  measures  preserved  in  the 
Exchequer  in  London.  These  standards  are  used  only  for  verifying 
weights  and  measures  in  the  hands  of  inspectors. 

The  matter  of  inspection  is  left  to  the  municipal  councils,  which 
have  power  to  appoiht  inspectors.  The  Government  railways,  post 
offices,  and  customs  kiifenot  responsible  to  any  local  inspectors.  These 
departments 'maincbain  their  own  inspectors.  Wholesalers  dealing  in 
scales  sometimes  have  them  tested  before  they  are  sold  and  sometimes 
afterward.  Scales  sold  in  Melbourne  for  upcountry  delivery  may  be 
inspected  in  Melboorne  before  being  sent  out,  and  usually  are,  but 
this  is  optional.  ' 

Fees  fat  the  inspection  of  scales  in  the  various  mimicipalities  are 
fairly  unifprm,  those  charged  in  Melbourne  (which  are  representa- 
tive) being:  Up  to  56  pounds,  12  cents;  66  to  112  pounds,  18  cents: 
112  pounds  up  to  one-half  ton,  18  cents  per  100  pounds;  over  one-half 
ton,  the  charge  for  one-half  ton  plus  12  cents  extra  tor  each  addi- 
tional 100  pounds. 

BEOISTBATIOH  OF  OECHAfiBS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Conral  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  27.] 

At  the  last  session  of  Parliament  the  orchards  and  garden  dis- 
eases act  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture  was  enacted,  which 
authorized  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  require  every  person 
owning  or  occupying  a  lot  or  farm  on  which  there  was  even  a  single 
fruit  tree  growing  to  register  the  same  on  or  before  October  26, 1916. 

This  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  nurserymen 
and  the  largij  fruit  growers  requesting  the  Government  to  impose 
a  tax  of  1/-  (24  cents)  per  acre  on  all  orchards  containing  1  acre 
or  more,  with  the  idea  of  using  the  income  to  assist  in  developing 
the  industry  in  general  in  this  Dominion. 

The  regulation  requires  all  persons  having  at  least  one  fruif  tree 
on  their  property  to  register  and  permit  inspection  of  the  same, 
with  the  idea  of  having  such  trees  destroyed  providing  they  do  not 
pass  inspection,  but  there  is  no  charge  for  registration  in  the  case 
of  orchards  covering  less  than  1  acre. 

All  of  this  is  considered  important  by  the  principal  fruit  growers 
of  the  coimtry,  since  it  is  expected  that  this  may  help  to  eradicate 
the  diseases  now  more  or  less  prevalent  that  might  seriously  affect 
this  important  idustry  that  is  increasing  so  rapidly  of  late. 


SWISS  WATCH  PEICES  INCKEASED. 

Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz  reports  from  Berne,  Switzerland,  imder 
date  of  October  31,  that  the  Swiss  syndicate  of  watch  manufacturers 
announces  15  to  20  per  cent  increase  in  the  prices  of  silver  watches 
and  20  to  25  per  cent  in  the  price  of  base-metal  watches. 
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JAPAH'S  DTCBEASED  OITTPVT  OF  POTASSnni  CHLOSATE. 

(Vice  Consul  M.  D.  Kirjassoff,  Tokoluma,  Oct  20.] 

The  consumption  of  chlorate  of  potash  in  Japan  before  the  war 
usually  amounted  to  about  4,000  tons  a  year,  and  the  demand  was  met 
chiefly  by  imports  from  Germany  and  other  European  countries. 
The  outbreak  of  hostilities  suddenly  reduced  imports,  and  prices  went 
to  more  than  five  times  the  prewar  quotations.  Tliey  have  some- 
what declined  recently.  The  increased  value  of  chlorate  of  potash 
has  stimulated  the  domestic  manufacture  of  the  chemical.  "  Before 
the  war,"  says  the  Japan  Chronicle,  "  the  only  producer  in  this  coun- 
try was  the  Nihon  Kagaku  Kogyo  Kabushiki.Kaisha,  which  tlieu 
turned  out  not  more  than  300  tons  a  year."  Many  producers  are  now 
in  the  field,  and,  according  to  an  official  investigation  quoted  by  the 
Jiji  of  Osaka  the  total  output  now  exceeds  3,500  tons.  The  domestic 
production  is  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  home  demand  and 
recently  has  resulted  in  a  growing  export  trade  to  Bussia,  China,  and 
the  South  Seas. 

BeTeral  7iniit  GiTen  Fermlsstoii  to  Export  Vrodvet. 

During  August  and  September  of  this  year  permission  was  granted 
by  the  Government  to  the  following  firms  to  export  chlorate  of 
potash:  Nihon  Kagaku  Kogyo,  SuzuM  Shoten,  TaKaoka  Kika  Ka- 
gaku Kogyo,  Yokohama  Kagaku  Kogyo  Yoshida  Kimpei,  Konishi 
Rihichi,  Takasago  Kogyo,  Hiroshima  Denka  Kogyo,  Matsubara 
Gaku.  These  firms  exported  302,512  pounds  in  Au^st  and  231,756 
pounds  in  September,  a  total  of  534,268  pounds,  wmch  is  not  much 
less  than  Japan's  total  yearly  output  before  the  present  war  began. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  the  Government  prohibited  exports 
not  only  of  imported  but  also  of  home-made  chlorate  of  potash.  The 
subsequent  development  in  domestic  manufacture  swept  away  all 
fears  of  a  shortage,  and  when  the  match  trade  was  at  a  low  mark 
the  supply  was  in  excess  of  the  demand.  The  Government  accord- 
ingly revised  its  policy,  and  has  permitted  exports  of  the  home  prod- 
uct alone  since  October  of  last  year.  The  lifting  of  the  embargo 
has  had  an  encouraging  eflFect  on  the  trade,  and  it  is  expected  that 
there  will  be  a  further  increase  in  exports,  especially  to  Russia  and 
China. 

[ChnnRes  In  the  supply  of  chlorate  of  potash  were  noted  In  Commerce  Re- 
ports for  Aug.  10  and  Sept.  12,  1916.] 


Coal-Land  Bights  in  Colombia. 

The  Colombian  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  rendered  a  decision 
on  the  rights  of  owners  of  coal  lands,  which  is  published  in  a  recent 
number  of  the  Diario  Oficial.  According  to  this  decision,  coal  mines 
do  not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mining  Code  in  regard  to 
filing  of  claims  as  do  mines  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper.  The  Gov- 
ernment controls  the  coal  in  its  unoccupied  lands,  and  coal  mines 
on  these  lands  may  be  worked  only  by  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  owners  of  lands  containing  coal  may  work  their  mines 
independently. 
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AMEBICAN  COHSXTLAS  OFFICSSS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name, 


Post 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


Albert  Talbot  J. 

Bncklm,  George  A._j. 

Cbamberlin,  George  E.... 

Dov,  Edward  A.. 1 ^ 

Oamon,  Jcibn  A...^.^. 

Bauson,  George  C 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham.  Charles  L 

I.Istae,  Soren 

Sauer,  Emll.../ 

Smith.  FeU:;  Wflloughby. 

SmiUi,  James  A 

Taggart,  G.  RussclL 

Wlnsiow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  Tohn  J.C 

Wmricti,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W. . . 


HkiioTer,  Germany. . . 

rBor4«aiu:.  France 

Georgetown,  Gnlana . . 

St-'    Stephen,     New 
T  Bmnswick. 
.Carlnto,  Nicaragua. . . , 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether^ 
lands. 

Cologne,  Germany 

TUUs,  Russia 

Calcutta,  India. 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Uiquelon... 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


tiec.  25 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  33 

Jan.  17 

Dee.  31 


Dec.  30 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  IS 

Fob.  1 

Dec.  15 

Jan.  IS 

Dec.  30 

Dec.  II 


Dec.  35 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lyim  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Distrkit  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Federal 
Building,  Chksago,  m. 

129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/oMessmorc  KendeU,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washfagton, 
D.C. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  HI. 

223G  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va.  - 


French  Oovemment  to  Begnlate  Price  of  Butter  and  Cheese. 

Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  of  Paris,  reports  that  No- 
vember 1  the  French  Government  promulgated  a  law  providing  that 
during  the  period  of  hostilities  and  the  three  months  following  their 
cessation  butter,  cheese,  and  oil  cake  (tourteaux)  used  for  food  pur- 
poses may  be  subjected  to  Government  price  regulation  and  Govern- 
ment requisition. 

New  Sanitary  Begalations  in  Venezaela. 

The  Venezuelan  Government  has  issued  new  sanitary  regulations 
for  the  whole  Republic.  These  regulations,  which  are  published  in 
the  Gaceta  Oficial,  include  requirements  as  to  cleanliness  in  bakeries, 
markets,  slaughterhouses,  manufacturing  establishments,  streets,  and 
buildings,  as  well  as  standards  of  purity  in  liquors  and  foodstuffs. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAIT  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMUEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBAnVE  OFFICES. 


NEW  TOBK :  Boom  409,  CastoBkonse. 

B08T0H:  1801  Castoaihoue. 

CHKIOO:  604  Federal  BDlldlng. 

ST.  LOUIS:  402  Third  Natleasl  Baak  BalMlag. 

ATLANTA:  521  Post  Office  BnlldlBg. 

KEW  OBLEANB:  1080  HIbcrala  Baak  Bnildlag. 

8AH  FBAKCISCO:  S07  Caitomhoase. 

BKATTLE:  848  Heury  Balldlng. 


CLETEU.ND:  Chamber  of  Comneree. 
CINCmXATl :  Chamber  of  CoBMcrc*. 
CIXCIXNATI:  C, !«.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANOELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CUATTANOOOA:  South  Amerleta  Ageat,  South* 

em  Bj.  Co. 
POBTLAKD,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTOX :  Qrcater  Dayton  Association. 
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FOBEIGN  TRAI^  OFPOETUMITIES. 

Itpserrod  addrefifW'Si  may  be  obtained  from  tie  Barran  and  its  diatriet  ofllc«a>     Beooeit 
for  cacli  opportunity  Bliould  be  on  a  sepMrate  sbe^t  and  ■!•!•  mwvrtasltir  aambc*. 

Thr  Barenn  does  not  furnish  credit  mtliiKs  or  assnme  responglDlTtty  as  to  the  Rfaitding 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  t>e  taken  la  all  cases.  Symbol*: 
*  Iteiported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Ueported  l)y  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Bags,  gunny 2315.3 

I'.lankets.  cotton 23153 

Canned  flsh 23153 

Commission  agency 23153 

CcTdagp 23153 

Kleotric-light  plant 23145 

Klcvators 23146 

Knameloil  ware 23183 

I'arming  tools 23153 

Fish  nets 23154 

Flour 2314T,  2315» 

Ceneral  merchandise 23147,  23153 

(ilft  articles 23150 

Grain  mills 23153 

Gramophones 23150 

Hats 28149 

Hosiery 28149 

Jewelry,  imitation 23160 


Machinery,  beet  sugar 23145 

Machinery,  bottle-making 23IS6 

Manufactured  products 2314T 

Neckwear 23149 

Xovelties , 2S1M 

Optical  goods 4. 23150 

Petroleum  products 2.11St 

rhotographlc  supplies 23150 

Prints 2$1» 

Provisions 2SU3 

Rice 23147,  231» 

Shoe  pollsb  and  shoe  wax 2S1S1 

Shoes . 23149,  231SJ 

Stationery  and  suDpUes 281M 

Btearlne 231K 

TeiHles 2S149.  2MS| 

Toys , 2.11S0 

Woods 23148 


23145.* — Proposals  are  desired  by  a  man  In  South  Africa  tor  supplying  Hie 
requisite  macliinery  and  equipment  for  a  beet-root  "sugar  miR"  having  a 
rapacity  of  .50  tons  per  day.  The  project  includes  an  electric  lifting  plant 
for  tlie  miii. 

23146.* — ^Tlie  manager  of  a  hotel  in  France  wishes  to  receive  cfttalognes  and 
prices  on  three  elevators  capable  of  holding  five  passengers  each,  with  space 
underneath  for  baggage.  If  possible,  catalogues  for\^'arded  slioilld  l)e  con- 
fined to  firms  having  branches  In  France  in  order  that  the  necessary  repatfs 
may  be  made.  Bids  should  include  the  complete  setting  up.  Correspond- 
ence In  English. 

23147.t — ^A  commission  merchant  in  Porto  Rico  «'ould  like  to  represent  firms 
dealing  in  general  merchandise  and  manufactured  products.  He  is  par- 
ticularly interested  in  rice  and  flour.    Correspondence  In  English. 

23148.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  AmericM 
red  pine,  or  other  similar  wood,  cot  Hi  thlcluiesses  of  1  inch,  1^  inches,  1} 
inches,  and  2  inches,  in  various  widths  and  lengths.  Correspondence  in 
German.    Reference. 

23149. t — ^A  firm  in  Manila,  P.  I.,  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  wiUi 
manufacturers  of  hosiery,  neckwear,  collars,  straw  and  felt  hats,  leather 
and  rubber  shoes  for  men,  women,  and  children,  and  general  textiles. 

23150.* — A  firm  in  Spain  Is  In  the  market  for  imitation  Jewelry,  toys,  station- 
ery, writing  materials,  optical  goods,  gramophones,  photograpliic  suppliw. 
novelties,  prints,  gift  articles,  etc.  Correspondence  In  Spanish  or  French. 
Reference. 

23151.t — ^An  export  house  on  the  Pacific  Coast  of  the  United  States  has  an 
inquiry  from  Russia  for  shoe  wax  and  shoe  polish  in  tin  and  glass  jars. 

23152.* — ^A  firm  In  Norway  Is  in  the  market  for  shoes.  Correspondence  in 
English.    References.    Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

23153.* — ^A  man  in  Venezuela  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  provisions  and 
general  merchandise  of  all  kinds,  Including  unbleached  cotton  duck,  cotton 
drills  and  prints,  cotton  blankets,  checks,  and  unbleached  cloths;  second- 
hand gunny  bags,  farming  tools,  enameled-lron  kitchen  ware,  wheat  flour, 
rice,  sardines,  cheese,  canned  fish,  kerosene  and  petroleum  products,  steariw 
and  paraffin,  sisal  cordage,  small  grain  mills.  Connection  Is  also  desired 
with  a  New  York  commission  firm.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

23154.* — A  firm  in  Spain  is  In  the  market  for  cotton  flsh  nets.  Correspondenee 
in  Spnnisii.    References. 

23155.t — A  firm  of  bottle  manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom  asks  the  Bureau 
to  place  it  in  toudi  with  manufacturers  of  bottle-mnkiiig  machinery.  The 
firm  requires  machines  capable  of  making  narrow-mouth  bottles,  such  as 
spirit  flasks,  medical  and  varnish-stain  bottles  from  2  oz.  to  20  oe.  capacity. 
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FORECAST  OT^JKEKCR  OBAIN  CEOFS. 

(Cablegram  from  American,  constil  general,  Paris,  dated  Nov.  29.] 

Minister  of  Agricnlture  publishes  to-day  these  estimates  of  pro- 
duction of  cereals  in  1916  as  compared  -with  1915:  Wheat,  5,841,070 
metric  tons,  against  6,063,020  in  1915;  spelt,  111,427  tons,  against 
109,819;  rye,  911,632  tons,  against  842,016;  barley,  857,940  tons, 
against  692,079;  oats,  4,127,960  tons,  against  3,462,598. 


BBITISH  BESTBICnONS  Olf  PAPEB-HAEINa  UATEBIALS. 
(Cablegram  from  American  consol  general,  London,  Nov.  80.] 

Beginning  January  1,  imports  ol  materials  for  paper  manufac- 
ture will  be  on  same  footing  as  paper,  such  imports  to  be  reduced 
by  one-half  instead  of  one-third,  as  at  present.  Licenses  already 
granted  for  imports  for  January  and  February  will  be  reduced  ac- 
cordingly. Board  of  Trade  will  take  possession  December  1  of  mines 
in  South  Wales  coal  field.  Operations  to  be  carried  on  by  owners 
under  Government  instructions,  f  A  notice  regarding  the  restric- 
tion on  imports  of  paper  .was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
Nov,  6,  1916.]  

FUEL  on  DEPOT  AT  VALPARAISO  HASROB. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kecna,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Nov.  8.] 

The  steamer  Cordelia  on  November  6  and  7  delivered  5,000  tons 
of  crude  oil  to  the  Union  Oil  Co.'s  tanks  in  Vina  del  Mar. 

This  is  the  first  consignment  of  fuel  oil  received  at  Valparaiso. 
The  oil  tanks  at  Vina  del  Mar,  Valparaiso  harbor,  which  have  just 
been  completed,  are  four  in  number,  the  two  larger  tanks  having  a 
capacity  of  8,000  tons  each,  and  the  two  smaller  ones  235  tons  each. 

The  Union  Oil  Co.  now  has  oil  depots  in  Tocopilla,  Taltal,  Anto- 
fagasta,  Iquique,  and  Valparaiso. 
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STATUS  OF  FBDTCE  IDWAKD  ISUUTO  FOX  IHSUSIBY. 

(Consul  WUlUm  A.  Pierce,  Ckarlottetown,  PriiiGe  BOwaid  Idasd,  Canada,  Not.  1S.1 

A  very  large  number  of  fox  skins  are  being  taken  off  by  the 
ranchers  of  the  Charlottetown  district.  This  wifi  continue  until  the 
end  of  tbe  killing  season  in  January.  The  pelt  of  the  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  black  fox  reaches  prime  ccmdition  for  length,  luster, 
and  thickness  about  December  1.  Leading  fur  buyers  of  New  Ywk 
and  London,  who  have  recently  visited  the  island,  have  spoken 
highly  of  the  ranch-bred  fox  pelts.  Values  up  to  $1,500  have  been 
placed  on  single  skins. 

Quite  a  number  of  this  year's  pups  will  be  kept  and  ranched  for 
another  breeding  season,  but  most  of  the  ranchers  will  pelt  the 
equivalent  (in  number)  of  this  year's  production.  Approximately 
$30,000,000  is  invested  here  in  foxes.  Few  companies  or  ranch^ 
have  paid  dividends  for  two  years.  The  market  is  still  much  below 
prices  of  former  years  for  breeding  pairs. 

The  effort  to  bring  about  cooperative  collection  of  pelts,  matching, 
and  selling  the  product  of  the  Province  by  one  organization  is 
progressing  [see  Comhebce  Refobts  for  Apr.  6,  19151.  The  effort 
of  ranchers  to  improve  the  industry  is  represented  oy  the  catch 
phrase,  "  Breed,  weed,  and  feed."  This  means  the  killing  off  of  the 
smaller  and  inferior  foxes,  the  mating  for  breeding  of  larger  and 
well-matched  foxes  and  a  guarding  against  too  much  inbreedinf, 
and  changing  the  policy  (much  followed  heretofore)  of  underfeed- 
ing the  young  pups. 

Figures  careruuy  compiled  by  authorities  give  4,000  pups  as  the 
1916  production  for  Prince  Edward  Island. 


EXTBACTDTO  OH  FBOH  FUBEEITS. 

[Consul  WUUam  L.  Jenkins,  Treblzond,  Turkey,  Oct.  24.] 

Although  Trebizond  has  always  been  considered  more  important 
agriculturally  than  industrially,  the  stem  law  of  necessity  has  given 
rise  to  a  new  enterprise  which,  if  carefully  developed,  may  oe  a 
factor  in  the  future  commercial  activity  of  this  region  and  the  be^- 
ning  of  an  industrial  life  here.  Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war  kerosene  and  olive  oil  advanced  in  price  so  rapidly 
that  they  proved  beyond  the  reach  of  a  great  part  of  the  population. 
Some  of  the  natives,  in  looking  for  a  substitute,  tried  crushing  fil- 
berts, which  the  cutting  off  of  export  facilities  had  left  on  their  hands 
in  large  quantities.  This  experiment,  confined  at  first  to  individual 
homes,  proved  successful,  and  before  long  several  of  the  leading 
inhabitants  went  into  the  business  on  a  larger  scale,  taking  it  from 
the  houses  to  small  factories.  The  oil  was  used  for  cooking  and 
lighting  purposes  and  also  in  the  making  of  soap. 

Although  the  largest  of  the  factories  has  imfortunately  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  there  are  three  working  at  present,  and  the  industry 
is  also  still  quietly  carried  on  in  20  or  25  private  homes.  A.  personal 
visit  to  one  of  the  factories  was  of  much  interest.  The  nuts  are 
first  shelled  and  then  usually  fried  or  roasted,  after  which  they  are 
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put  in  a  heavy  press.  The  oil  is  poured  in  a  large  vat,  boiled  slightly, 
and  then  forced  through  a  heavy  cloth,  which  acts  as  a  strainer. 
This  completes  the  process.  In  the  "  home  "  industry  the  nuts  are 
not  roasted,  but  after  being  shelled  are  dipped  in  hot  water  and 
then  pressed.  The  result  is  that  the  oil  has  much  le«s  taste  of  the 
nuts  and  is  consequently  a  superior  quality,  but  as  tlie  oil  is  not 
boiled  at  all  it  can  not  be  kept  for  long  periods,  especially  in  the 
summer.  By  roasting  the  nuts  before  pressing  larger  quantities  of 
oil  can  be  obtained.  The  present  proportion  is  1  i)ound  of  oil  for 
6  pounds  of  nuts.  The  residual  product  is  sometimes  used  as  food 
for  animals,  but  is  more  often  sold  to  the  peasants,  who  prepare  it 
in  various  ways. 
Prices  Advancing — Present  Output. 

Filbert  oil  of  average  quantity  originally  sold  for  about  15  cents 
a  pound,  but  now  the  price  is  much  higher.  As  ])rcviously  reported 
[see  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  29,  1916],  the  total  stock  of  filberts 
on  hand  in  Trebizond  proper  is  estimated  at  C,8-20,000  pounds. 
Dealers  will  sell  only  in  small  quantities,  as  prices  are  advancing. 

The  industry  is,  of  course,  in  an  elementary  stage,  the  total  weekly 
capacity  being  only  from  7,200  to  7,500  pounds.  In  each  '-shop" 
there  are  not  more  than  15  workmen.  Except  for  the  shellers  the 
machinejn'^  is  quite  primitive,  most  of  it  having  been  made  by  hand 
here  in  Trebizond.  More  up-to-date  machinery  might  be  profitably 
installed  after  the  war  if  it  is  seen  that  the  olive-oil  competition  can 
be  met. 

The  interesting  and  significant  fact,  however,  is  that  the  initial 
efforts  have  been  successful.  The  people  are  learning  that  industrial 
initiative  can  have  profitable  results. 


EAISING  BEEF  CATTLE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  10.] 

Much  attention  has  been  given  in  New  Zealand  recently  to  the 
question  of  the  most  profitable  beef  cattle  to  raise.  An  effort  has 
been  made  to  determine  the  best  method  of  treatment  of  such  stock. 
The  coimti-y  from  100  miles  south  of  Auckland  to  the  extreme  north 
of  the  island  is  especially  adapted  to  the  raising  and  marketing  of 
young  beef,  since  the  climate  is  so  very  mild.  The  stock  can  be 
crowded  from  birth  without  much  attention,  save  providing  good 
pasturage,  which  is  possible  the  year  round. 

On  January  31,  1916,  Auckland  Province  had  756,240  cattle  out 
of  2,329,292  for  the  entire  Dominion,  and  Auckland  is  only  one  of 
10  Provinces.  On  the  date  mentioned  the  North  Island  had  1,850.387 
of  the  total.  This  is  the  result  of  the  favorable  climate  and  the 
special  attention  tlie  industry  has  received. 

During  the  year  ended  Aiigust  31.  1916,  fresh  beef  to  the  value  of 
$2,769,808  was  exported  from  Auckland,  against  $1,509,394  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  future  is  very  promising  for 
the  industry  in  this  district. 

ICJoples  of  a  brochure  entitled  "  Baby  Beef,"  desrriblns  conditions  In  the 
cattle  industry  in  New  Zealand,  may  be  inspected  nt  the  Burenn  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82216.] 
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FUBUC  W0KK8  DT  BCVASOS. 

[Vice  Oonmi  Jaiaes  H.  Botb,  Ovmyaqoll,  Oct.  SLI 

The  Government  of  Ecuador  is  making  provision  for  public  works 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  including  electric  plants,  water- 
works, bridges,  new  schoolhouses,  etc.  The  funds  that  are  specified 
for  the  new  works  are  in  most  cases  certain  revenues  heretofore 
assigned  to  purposes  that  are  considered  of  less  immediate  importance 
than  the  present  plans.  In  case  funds  are  not  available  at  once  the 
board  or  commission  in  charge  of  the  work  is  authorized  to  contract 
a  loan  guaranteed  by  the  revenues  designated  in  the  law  providing 
for  the  new  work.  The  following  are  the  improvements  recently 
authorized  by  the  Ecuadorian  Ckmgress: 

Schools  and  Electric  Plant  at  Onano. 

The  municipality  of  Guano  is  to  install  an  electric  plant  in  the  town 
of  Guano,  to  construct  a  bridge  and  a  jail  at  Penipe,  to  build  a  bridge 
at  Puela,  to  purchase  a  house  for  girls'  school  in  the  district  of  El 
Altar  and  another  in  the  district  of  Elen  in  the  town  of  Guano,  and 
to  construct  a  schoolhouse  for  boys  in  the  districts  of  Ilapo  and  San 
Isidro.  To  finance  this  work  the  municipality  of  Guano  is  autlior- 
ized  to  contract  a  loan  of  50,000  sucres  (sucre=48.67  cents),  which 
will  be  guaranteed  by  the  portion  of  the  taxes  of  Guano  heretofore 
assigned  to  the  water  service  of  the  city  of  Biobamba.  The  decree 
providing  for  these  works  becomes  effective  January  1,  1917,  and 
continues  in  force  until  the  completion  of  the  projects. 

Tnberoulosii  Sanitarium  at  Onayaqnll. 

The  Junta  de  Beneficencia  Municipal  of  Guayaquil  is  authorized 
to  build  a  national  sanitarium  for  tuberculous  patients.  The  Munici- 
pality or  the  Government  will  donate  a  site  for  the  building,  the  site 
to  be  selected  by  a  technical  commission.  The  sanitarium  will  be  of 
the  most  modern  type,  with  all  the  improvements  known  to  medical 
science.  Part  of  the  fimds  needed  for  this  building  is  already  avail- 
able, and  the  remainder  is  to  be  raised  by  a  loan  for  which  certain 
local  revenues  are  offered  as  security.  The  exact  amount  of  the  loan 
and  the  manner  of  collecting  the  revenues  remain  to  be  determined. 

Railway  Extension  and  Blver  Embankment  at  Xaohala. 

Congress  has  provided  for  a  public  works  commission  at  Macfaala, 
to  be  composed  of  the  Governor  of  the  Province,  two  delegates  from 
the  Mimicipality  of  Machala,  and  two  from  the  city  coimcil  of 
Pasaje.  This  commission  will  have  charge  of  the  extension  and  re- 
pair of  the  El  Oro  railway,  and  also  of  the  construction  of  works  to 
prevent  the  overflow  of  the  Jubones  Kiver.  The  work  may  be  done 
by  the  commission  directlj^  or  through  contracts  made  with  the 
lowest  bidders.  The  commission  has  authority  to  contract  loans  for 
the  sum  needed  to  complete  the  projects,  giving  as  security  the  cus- 
toms revenues  at  Puerto  Bolivar  formerly  collected  for  the  irrmation 
works  of  Pasaje  and  Machala  and  for  the  sanitation  of  Puerto 
Bolivar,  and  other  duties  assigned  to  the  service  of  El  Oro.  The 
collection,  as  well  as  the  investment  of  the  funds  for  the  new  work,  is 
in  charge  of  the  commission. 
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Kleetrle  Plant  at  Azogats, 

The  Municipality  of  Azogiies  will  install  an  electric  lighting  plant 
in  that  city,  in  accordance  with  a  recent  decree  of  Congress.  The 
funds  required  for  the  installation  are  provided  by  a  special  tax  on 
the  rum  or  brandjr  brought  into  the  district  of  Azogues,  and  on  that 
now  held  there,  in  addition  to  a  tax  on  rural  distillation.  Other 
revenues,  including  a  small  tax  on  the  sale  of  foreign  merchandise, 
•will  complete  the  resources.  Upon  the  installation  of  the  electric 
plant,  the  revenues  used  for  this  purpose  shall  be  diverted  to  drainage 
and  paving  work  in  the  city  of  Azogues. 


LIMITED  MARKET  FOR  BOOK  CIOTH  IN  RUSSIA. 

[Consul  Douglas  Jenkins,  RIgn,  Oct.  16.) 

This  consulate  learns  upon  inquiry  among  the  bookbinders  in  Riga 
that  the  demand  for  book  cloth  is  limited  in  Russia,  as  compared 
with  other  countries.  It  appears  that  there  are  but  two  important 
binderies  in  Petrogi-ad  and  only  one  in  Moscow.  There  are  also 
bookbinderies  in  some  of  the  larger  cities,  such  as  Odessa  and  Rieff, 
but  more  binding  and  printing  appears  to  be  done  in  Riga  than  in 
other  Russian  cities. 

Before  the  war  most  of  the  book  cloth  in  Riga  came  from  JMdz, 
Poland,  but  local  binders  are  now  getting  their  supplies  from  facto- 
ries in  Moscow  and  Petrograd.  A  large  part  of  the  output  of  these 
factories  consists  of  washable  cloth,  and  there  is  little  variety  in 
style  or  finish.  The  cloth  is  put  up  in  rolls  about  116  feet  in  length 
by  from  39  to  40  inches  in  width. 
Ckrmatt  Cloth — Prices. 

In  order  to  get  something  new,  the  R'ga  bookbinders  before  the 
■war  imported  a  limited  amount  of  cloth  from  Germany.  The  Ger- 
man factories  were  prepared  to  fill  small  orders,  selling  parts  of  rolls 
as  well  as  full  rolls. 

The  Russians  customs  duty  on  imported  book  cloth  is  high,  and 
this  rather  discouraged  any  import  from  abroad.  The  duty  runs 
from  97  cents  to  $1.68  per  pound  avoirdupois.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  duty  on  imported  book  cloth  is  about  100  per  cent  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  goods.  One  bookbinder  explains  that  some  years  ago 
he  imported  about  50  rubles'  worth  of  cloth  from  Germany  upon 
which  he  paid  68  rubles  in  customs  duty. 

The  expense  of  importing  is  now  even  greater  than  in  the  past, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  demand  is  greater  than  the  local  manu- 
facturers can  well  supply,  and  prices  have  advanced  considerably. 
Before  the  war  a  roll  of  binding  cloth  cost  from  15  to  20  rubles 
($7.50  to  $10),  while  at  present  manufacturers  arc  asking  50  rubles 
($25  at  normal  exchange)  per  roll. 

It  is  believed  that  while  some  American  book  cloth  could  be  sold 
here,  only  a  limited  business  could  be  expected. 

After  the  war  it  is  possible  the  field  may  be  more  encouraging, 
but  in  the  meantime  it  may  be  well  to  get  in  touch  with  some  of  the 
bookbinders. 

fA  list  of  bookbinders  In  Riga  can  be  obtnlneil  at  the  Burcnu  of  KoreiKn 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Ilcfer  to  file  Ko. 
82215.] 
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nrCBEASED  IHPOBTS  OF  AMEBICAN  GOODS  IMTO  JABMAMIA. 

(Consul  W.  A.  Blcken,  Hobwt,  Oct.  7.] 

The  total  imports  into  Tasmania  from  foreign  countries  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1916,  were  valued  at  $4,783,034.  The  origin  oi 
these  imports  was  as  follows:  United  Kingdom,  $2,727,707;  BritiiJi 
possessions,  $356,087;  United  States,  $760,833;  and  other  foreign 
countries,  $938,407. 

Although  the  total  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
was  $113,541  less  in  the  first  six  months  of  1916  than  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1915,  this  is  explained  from  the  fact  that  in  the 
first  half  of  1915,  over  $300,000  worth  of  wheat  was  imported  from 
the  United  States,  while  there  has  been  no  importation  of  grain  in 
1916,  so  eliminating  this  item,  the  importation  of  articles,  mostly 
manufactured  goods,  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  $200,000  during 
the  first  half  of  this  year  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year. 

In  the  few  years  immediately  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
imports  from  the  United  States  into  Tasmania  increased  rapidly 
from  about  $250,000  to  $600,000  per  annum,  which  was  the  record 
for  the  year  1913.  The  year  1914  showed  a  slight  decrease  in  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  and  there  was  a  slow  recovery  in 
imports  of  manufactured  goods  on  account  of  the  scarcity  and  nigh 
cost  of  ocean  freights,  but  while  freights  continue  at  nigh  levels 
there  has  been  on  the  whole  less  difficulty  in  procuring  space  of  late 
than  was  formerly  the  case.  As  deliveries  are  now  becoming  nearer 
to  normal  there  will  continue  a  strong  demand  for  American  manu- 
factures, and  at  present  sufficient  orders  have  been  placed  with 
American  factories  to  assure  a  satisfactory  trade  for  the  cnrrmt 
fiscal  year. 
Imports  and  Conntries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  taken  from  the  custom  statistics  of  Tasmania 
for  the  quarters  ending  March  31  and  June  30,  1916,  indicates  the 
extent  and  the  principal  source  of  the  import  trade : 


Articles. 


Quarter  ended  Utr.  31, 1918.      Qoarter  ended  Jane  30,  im 


United 
King- 
dom. 


British 
posses- 
sions. 


United 
States. 


United 
King- 
dom. 


British 
posses- 
sions. 


United 
BUtes. 


Apparel  and  soft  goods 

Boots  and  shoes 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twines 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Eartnenware 

Hats  and  caps 

Implements  and  machinery . 

Musical  Instruments 

Iron  and  steel 

Jute  bags,  etc 

Metal  manufactures 

Oils 

Faints,  oolorj 

Paper 

Ruober  goods 

Spirits 

Tobacco  manufactures 

vehicles 

Other  articles 
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15 
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19 

229 

23,301 

2,039 

1,1<3 


5,677 

4,433 

2,813 

516 

24.289 

at.su 


19,724 

50,988 

2,375 

560 

3,363 

10 

4,287 

20,748 

07,540 


«21S,21t 
5,854 
6,580 
6,061 
3,475 
T.tM 
7,713 
5,830 

U,«2t 
^536 

17^510 
6«3 

34,663 
3,SE3 
9,387 

xtei 

2,725 

15,135 

401 

14,UI 

3IM,1U 


34,064 


S5,«31 
58 


U7 

29 

166 

10 
5,304 

6,6a 

180 

7,ao 

5,012 

117 

5 

3,100 
1,385 

sa 
iLsa 


15,087 

at 

B,3S4 
50,607 
31,8M 


Total 688,097 


101,996 


239,164 


686,587 


73,118 


141,8 
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In  addition  to  the  imports  from  the  countries  given  in  the  above 
table  there  is  a  large  import  of  various  articles  from  foreign  coxm- 
tries,  forming  about  20  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  Scandinavia 
furnishes  paper,  fisli,  machinery,  lumber,  etc.;  France  lias  a  large 
market  here  for  brandies  and  wines;  while  various  countries  in 
Europe  and  the  East  Indies  find  fair  demand  for  their  typical 
products. 

CHINESE  LANOTTAOE  AS  A  COHHEBCIAI  ASSET. 

(Consul  General  Eilwin  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  China,  Oct.  lU.] 

For  a  long  time  business  men  have  considered  it  important  when 
exploiting  a  market  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  language  in  any 
part  of  the  world  except  China.  The  Chinese  language  has  been 
considered  as  unnecessary  for  merchants  and  too  difficult  for  the 
average  occidental  to  acquire.  Of  late  this  impression  has  been 
somewhat  shaken,  and  many  persons  most  capable  of  deciding  have 
concluded  that  though  busmess  methods  of  China  were  peculiarly 
Chinese  some  knowledge  of  the  language  was  very  desirable.  Such 
a  conclusion  would  have  long  since  been  accepted  as  fact  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world  except  China. 

The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been  considering  for  some 
time  the  formation  of  a  class  to  study  Chinese,  and  on  October  2, 
1916,  it  became  a  reality.  By  arrangement,  Mr.  Archibald  Rose,  of 
the  British  Consular  Service,  addressed  the  40  pupils,  giving  them 
practical  advice  derived  from  his  interest  in  a  similar  class  in 
Shanghai.  For  the  present  the  class  will  be  imder  the  direction  of 
Mr.  J.  Archibald,  ot  the  Central  China  Post,  who  is  an  excellent 
Chinese  linguist.  The  course  is  to  cover  three  years  and  is  open  to 
students  of  the  British,  allied,  and  neutral  nations  at  a  monthly  fee 
of  $7.70  gold.  To  make  the  best  progress  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
a  tutor  at  about  $7.50  gold  per  month.  The  classes  are  to  meet  three 
evenings  a  week. 

The  large  class  is  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  mercantile  world 
of  the  necessity  of  such  training.  While  all  students  pay  their  own 
tuition,  it  is  said  some  of  the  firms  have  offered  their  staff  induce- 
ments for  joining  by  promising  bonuses  sufficient  to  cover  the  out- 
lays as  each  year's  study  is  satisfactorily  completed.  This  is  only 
extending  the  assistance  they  should  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
student.  American  firms,  in  my  opinion,  would  do  well  to  encourage 
their  American  staff  to  take  up  the  language  by  extending  induce- 
ments in  some  form,  so  that  they  will  not  be  at  a  financial  loss  when 
their  efficiency  is  increased.  In  the  case  of  small-salaried  employees 
the  inducement  should  take  the  form  of  loan,  to  be  canceled  upon 
evidence  of  satisfactory  improvement,  while  others  could  be  offered 
a  bonus  upon  similar  evidence. 

[Tlie  action  of  the  Hongkong  Chamber  of  Comniorce  looking  toward  the  es- 
tablishment of  n  school  where  the  Chinese  language  wotilil  be  taught  was  re- 
porteil  on  In  Commerce  Reports  for  June  3  and  .\ur.  10,  1910.] 


•  The  final  corrections  of  the  National  Electrical  Safety  Code  have 
been  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  "the  code  will 
be  issued  for  use  by  those  who  may  be  interested,  it  is  announced 
by  the  bureau. 
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ElCFLOTEES  OF  UeHTHOUSE  EQIVICE  OOKMEKBED. 

Several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  LighthooaeB 
have  been  commended  during  the  past  month  for  services  rendered 
under  circumstances  which  required  the  display  of  courage  in  the 
saving  of  lives  or  property.  Among  the  incidents  that  called  for 
special  mention  was  one  in  which  a  keeper  and  assistant  keeper  of  ft 
Porto  Rican  light  station  maintained  the  effectiveness  of  their  aid  to 
navigation  under  difficulties  created  by  a  hurricane.  Others  related 
to  assistance  to  motor  boats  in  peril,  rescues  from  drowning,  and  the 
lighting  of  fire.    The  persons  commended  were : 

Julio  L.  Rengel,  keeper,  and  Vicente  Garcia,  assistant  keeper,  of  Culebrita 
Island  Light  Station,  P.  R.,  for  the  energetic  manner  in  which  they  worked 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  hurricane  which  passed  over  the  island  of  Cule- 
brita-  October  9  and  10,  1916,  to  keep  the  light  burning.  The  keeper  and 
the  assistant  keeper  filled  the  gap  in  the  lantern  left  by  the  broken  glass  with 
planks  and  blankets  and  replaced  the  broken  glass  during  tlie  day  so  as  to 
avoid  any  interruption  to  the  service  of  the  light 

James  McCormlck,  keeper,  William  F.  Green,  first  assistant  keeper,  and  Bay 
H.  Buttars,  third  assistant  keeper,  of  South  Fox  Island  Light  Station,  Mich., 
for  assistance  rendered  to  a  motor  boat  with  three  men  aboard,  wlUch  went 
ashore  on  South  Fox  Island. 

Fred  Warner,  keeper  of  Birch  Point  Range  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  as- 
sistance rendered  two  men  in  a  motor  boat  by  getting  a  line  to  the  boat  aad 
towlhg  It  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

Theodore  Poole,  laborer  at  Lov^s  Island  Lighthouse  Depot,  Irfass.,  for 
rescuing  from  drowning  the  son  of  the  ke^>er  of  that  depot  on  November  2, 191& 

Rufus  A.  Brool^s,  master  of  tender  Jessamine,  the  second  officer,  Norman  C 
Manyon,  and  four  seamen  of  that  tender,  and  William  H.  Midgett,  assistant 
keeper  of  Love  Point  Light  Station,  Md.,  for  assistance  rendered  in  rescaing 
from  drowning  a  man  in  the  vicinity  of  Love  Point  Light  Station. 

B(a*t  A.  Dlssett,  first  assistant  keeper  of  Toledo  Harbor  Light  Station,  OhiOk 
for  assistance  rendered  a  party  in  a  disabled  launch. 

Andrew  Shaw,  jr.,  keeper  of  Presque  Isle  Light  Station,  Pa.,  for  ossistaace 
rendered  in  preventing  the  spread  of  a  fire  which  was  burning  tn  the  vicinity 
of  the  light  station. 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  Commerce  commended  C.  C.  Tyler,  keeper  of  Great 
Shoals  Light  Station,  Aid.,  for  assistance  rendered  to  three  persons  in  a  disabled 
laundi. 

DnaOBATION  Aim  ehigbation. 

[Vice  Consul  James  L.  A.  Barrel!,  St.  Qall,  Nor.  1.] 

Many  persons  have  emigrated  from  various  countries  to  Switzer- 
land in  recent  years.  In  1850,  with  a  population  of  2,392,740,  the 
number  of  foreigners  was  but  71,507,  about  3  per  cent.  The  propor- 
tion had  increased  by  1900  to  11.5  per  cent,  and  at  present  it  is  more 
than  15  per  cent.  The  nmnber  of  foreigners  in  Switzerland  is  now 
about  600,000.  Their  distribution  through  the  country,  however,  is 
very  irregular.  The  smallest  number  is  in  Appenzell  Inner-Rhoden 
(3  per  cent) ;  the  largest  number  in  the  boundary  CantonSj  Genera 
witn  41  per  cent,  and  Basel-Stadt  with  38  per  cent.  Foreigners  in 
the  Canton  Tessin  represent  29  per  cent,  mostly  Italians,  and  those  in 
the  Canton  Zurich  20  per  cent.  One-third  of  the  entire  population 
of  the  city  of  Zurich  is  foreign. 

The  foreign  population  of  Germany  is  but  1.7  per  cent  of  the  totil 
number;  that  of  Italy  only  2  per  cent;  of  Belgium,  8.1  per  cent; 
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and  of  Frsnoe  less  thm  3  par  cent.  In  compariscm  with  these 
countries,  Switzerland  has  an  abnormally  large  number  of  alien 
origin. 

Ttany  Foreigners  of  an  Sarnins  Age. 

The  economic  importance  of  this  condition  is  in  the  fact  that  the 
percentage  of  those  of  an  earning  age  among  the  foreigners  is  greater 
than  that  of  the  Swiss ;  of  1,000  indiTiduals  there  were,  according  to 
the  census  of  1900,  393  foreigners  between  20  and  39  years  and 
only  285  Swiss.  The  foreigners  also  have  a  lower  mortality  and 
a  greater  number  of  births,  because  they  usually  come  to  Switzerland, 
at  the  strongest  age.  According  to  the  statistics  of  employment  col- 
lected in  1905  the  percentage  of  foreigners  employed  in  industrial 
undertakings  was  not  less  than  24.6  per  cent.  It  is,  therefore,  chiefly 
the  opportunity  for  industrial  employment  that  attracts  so  many 
foreigners. 

The  (question  of  the  usefulness  and  feasibility  of  compulsory  nat- 
uralization has  been  discussed  in  Switzerland  for  some  years.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  more  than  a  third  of  the  foreign  citizens 
and  subjects  in  Switzerland  have  grown  up  in  this  country. 

Proportloni  of  Varioni  Nationalities. 

Germans  are  most  numerous  of  the  foreign  residents,  with  220,000, 
or  39.8  per  cent.  The  Italians  follow,  with  203,000,  or  36.7  per 
cent;  the  French  number  64,000,  or  11.5  per  cent;  and  the  Austrians, 
39,000,  or  7.1  per  cent. 

The  number  of  Swiss  emigrants  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  for- 
eign immigrants.  This  depends  naturally  upon  economic  conditions, 
but  has  varied  little  in  the  past  10  years.  The  number  in  1903  was 
5,817,  and  in  1912  it  was  6,871.  The  destination  of  most  of  these 
emigrants— about  four-fifths— is  the  United  States  (1902,  5286; 
1912,  4,195),  and  duriiur  the  last  few  years  Brazil  and  Argentina 
have  received  considerable  numbers. 


IMPROVED  DTEINO  HACHINES  PBOBTJCED  IN  ENGLAND. 

[Conaul  nomer  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  Nov.  14.] 

The  attention  of  the  Leeds  consulate  has  been  called  to  an  im- 
provement in  apparatus  for  dyeing,  washing,  etc.,  which  was  pat- 
ented recently.  The  machine  is  reported  to  have  been  introduced 
successfully  into  a  large  number  of  the  woolen  mills  in  the  district. 

Some  of  the  advantages  claimed  are  that  no  labor  is  required  except 
to  enter  material  and  lift  when  dyed ;  that  it  is  suitable  for  all  quali- 
ties of  material — fine,  medium,  or  coarse;  that  it  will  dye  rags,  wool, 
or  shoddy ;  that  a  finer  skein  from  equal  material  is  produced ;  that 
no  stangmg  is  required,  and  the  material  is  completely  inclosed; 
that  the  machines  may  be  fixed  to  dye  from  800  to  1,600  pounds  of 
material,  according  to  the  size  of  the  mill's  vat;  that  the  material 
can  be  chromed  and  filled  up  without  removing  from  the  bath;  that 
existing  apparatus  can  be  converted  or  new  machines  supplied; 
that  60  per  cent  less  water  and  steam  are  required,  and  that  the  ma- 
chine is  suitable  for  cotton  rags  as  well  as  woolen  rags. 
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WOBEINOS  OF  BBinSH  COLITKBIA  TABX-LOAH  ACT. 

[Consul  R.  B.  MoKber,  Victoria,  BritUb  Columbia,  Canada,  Not.  17.] 

Many  applications  have  already  been  filed  with  the  Agricultoral 
Credit  Commission  by  the  farmers  of  British  Columbia  for  loans  to 
make  improvements  to  their  farms,  such  as  clearing  draining,  the 
erection  of  buildings,  and  the  purchase  of  stock — all  calculated  to 
increase  the  agricultural  production. 

The  agricultural  act  was  placed  upon  the  statutes  of  British  Co- 
lumbia in  March,  1915.  It  authorized  the  borrowing  of  $15,000,000 
to  be  administered  by  a  commission,  the  debentures  of  the  said  com- 
mission to  be  guaranteed  by  the  government  of  the  Province.  A  loan 
of  $1,000,000  was  obtained  under  the  act  and  cost  5.63  per  cent  and 
is  being  loaned  to  the  farmers  at  6.5  per  cent. 

Long-term  loans  for  20,  30,  and  36^  years  may  be  made  on  the 
amortization  plan,  interest  and  principal  payable  half-yearly. 
Short-term  loans  may  be  made  from  3  to  10  years,  which  need  not 
be  amortizable. 

Preference  in  Orantlng  loans. 

A  great  many  applications  are  being  received  where  the  money 
is  wanted  for  paying  off  existing  mortgages.  The  policy,  of  the  com- 
mission, with  the  limited  amount  of  money  at  its  disposal,  is  to  give 
first  consideration  to  applications  where  the  money  is  to  be  used  for 
purposes  that  will  tend  definitely  to  increase  agricultural  production : 
therefore  the  applications  for  money  to  be  used  exclusively  to  pay  off 
mortgages  are  being  held  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being. 

The  system  is  ^et  n^w  in  British  Columbia,  consequently  statistical 
information  is  limited.  The  following  figures,  however,  may  be  of 
interest : 


Items. 


Number. 


ATtrag* 
amount. 


Total 
amount. 


Applications  (or  loans  received  to  date 

Applications  Appraised  to  date 

Loans  fTnnt«d 

Applicnllons  withdrawn 

Applicat ions  refused '. . 

Applications  held  over  for  furtber  consideration 


1,400 
4M 
144 
7 
143 
121 


tl,564 
3,334 
1,S3S 
3,389 
2,426 

8,  on 


t3,17S,4S5 

1,078.005 

2»,4» 

16,  sn 

SM,40i 
373,490 


Terms  of  Loans — Kepayments  and  Pees. 

Of  the  144  loans  granted  5  were  for  $250,  2  for  $300,  21  for  $500, 
2  for  $000,  3  for  $750,  2  for  $800,  2  for  $850,  26  for  $1,000,  4  for 
$1,200,  12  for  $1,250,  1  for  $1,300,  16  for  $1,500,  4  for  $1,800,  1&  for 
$2,000,  1  for  $2,280,  8  for  $2,500,  4  for  $3,000,  2  for  $3,500,  4  for 
$4,000,  1  for  $4,250,  6  for  $5,000,  1  for  $5,500,  and  1  for  $8,000.  By 
length  of  time  these  loans  are  distributed  thus:  Straight  loans — 
3-year,  3;  5-year,  28;  amortizable  loans — ^T-y^ar,  1;  8-year,  3;  9-year, 
1;  10-year,  42;  20-ycar,  32;  30-year,  14;  36J-year,  20. 

The  half-yearly  repayments  on  loans,  interest,  and  principal  in- 
cluded, are  as  follows  per  $1,000:  On  a  3-year  loan,  $186;  4-vear, 
$145 ;  5-ycar.  $119;  6-vear,  $102 ;  7-year,  $90.25 ;  8-year,  $81,25 ;  9-year, 
$74.25;  10-year,  $69;  20-year,  $45;  30-ycar,  $38.25;  36|-yeir.  $30. 

The  commission  has  five  appraisers  in  the  field  in  the  various  paiis 
of  the  Province,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  complete  the  work 
of  appraising  before  the  winter  weather  sets  in.    The  appraisal  fees 
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chained  are:  For  loans  of  $500  or  less,  $2.50;  from  $500  to  $1,250, 
$5;  from  $1,250  to  $2,500,  $7.50;  from  $2,500  to  $10,000,  $10. 

[The  terms  of  the  British  Columbia  figrlcultural-credlts  act  were  set  forth 
In  CouuEBCE  Reports  for  Ang.  17,  1915,  and  May  10,  1916;  Information  con- 
cerning the  floating  of  bonds  to  raise  money  to  be  used  in  making  loans  under 
this  act  was  given  in  the  issue  for  May  17,  1916;  and  the  granting  of  the  first 
loans,  la  the  issue  for  S^t.  15,  1916.] 


mniED  STATES  BTTYS  CAHASIAH  POTATO  STABGH. 

[Coosal  William  A.  Pierce,  Chorlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Not.  21.1 

An  estimate  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  September  22  of 
7,000,000  bushels  as  the  1916.  Prince  Edward  Island  potato  crop. 
The  production  has  met,  if  not  slightly  exceeded,  this  figure.  Large 
exportations  of  the  surplus  crop  have  been  made  to  Canadian  markets. 

Shipments  have  also  been  made  within  the  last  30  days  to  the 
United  States  totaling  75,000  bushels.  In  addition  there  have  gone 
to  American  buyers  270  tons  of  potato  starch  manufactured  from 
island  potatoes  m  island  starch  factories.  Reckoning  the  produc- 
tion at  200  bushels,  or  12,000  pounds,  of  potatoes  to  a  ton  of  starch, 
270  tons  of  starch  represents  the  product  oi  54,000  bushels  of  potatoes. 
This  makes  the  (in  part,  estimated)  total  takings  by  American  im- 
porters of  Prince  Edward  Island  potatoes  and  potato  products 
amount  to  129,000  bushels.  Not  in  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
according  to  manufacturers  here,  have  shipments  of  potato  starch 
been  made  to  the  United  States. 

Total  exports  from  this  Province  of  Canada  to  the  United  States 
have  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Charlottetown  con- 
sulate, passed  the  $800,000  mark. 

SHIFHElirTS  OF  CSUDE  BT7BBEB  FBOM  BSAZII. 

{Consul  Georgo  H.  Flckeroll,  Fara.] 

The  total  shipments  of  crude  rubber  from  Para,  Manaos,  and  Ita- 
coatiara,  Brazil,  for  the  United  States  during  October,  1916,  were 
3,777,797  pounds  and  to  Europe  1,900,142  pounds.  The  amounts  of 
the  different  grades  were  as  follows: 


From  Para. 

Fromllanaos. 

From  Itacoatiara. 

Grade. 

To  United 
States. 

To  Europe. 

To  United 
Statea. 

To  Europe. 

To  United 
States. 

To  Europe. 

Fine. 

Pounds. 

l,m.732 

121.362 

828. 23S 

814,816 

Poundi. 

337,622 

5,788 

33,443 

303,410 

Poundi. 

466,243 

113.252 

223,000 

23.511 

Poundi. 

830.297 
55,660 
36,296 

284,746 

Poundi. 

12,368 

1,C03 

8,025 

749 

Poundi. 
4,7S2 

Kedium  

2,866 

Cawfho  

353 

Total 

2,124,646 

679,163 

831,006 

1,212,999 

32,145 

7,980 

Transportation  Company  Begisters  Flag  and  Fonnel  Harks. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28, 1908,  of  the  toUow- 
ing-described  house  flag  and  funnel  marks  of  the  Standard  Transpor- 
tation Co.,  26  Broadway,  New  York :  House  flag,  a  blue  rectangular 
flag  with  the  letter  S  superimposed  thereon ;  funnel  marks,  a  black 
stack  with  the  letter  S  in  white  superimposed  thereon. 
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ABGEHTDTE  BOTTLE  IBDITSTBT  ASS  TBADE. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Bosailo,  Oct.  16.] 

Before  the  war  the  Argentine  glass-bottle  industry  was,  on  the 
whole,  hardly  able  to  compete  in  price  and  quality  with  foreign  man- 
ufactures. As  an  example,  ordinary  dark  wine  or  beer  bottles,  for 
wliich  the  demand  is,  of  course,  largest,  containing  irom  two-thirds 
to  three-quarters  of  a  liter  (1  liter=1.056  quarts),  were  sold  by  Ar- 
gentine factories  at  about  50  cents  a  dozen,  whereas  a  local  importer 
states  that  he  has  bought  German  bottles  of  the  same  type  and 
superior  in  quality  delivered  at  Rosario  and  with  duty  paid  for  from 
41  to  46  cents  per  dozen.  "Wliile  Argentine  bottles  were  sold  without 
packing,  German  containers  came  packed  in  straw,  the  pacldng  hav- 
ing a  local  market  value  of  about  6|  cents  per  dozen. 

The  advantages  of  price  and  quality  in  favor  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures were  still  greater  as  respects  the  better  grades  of  bottles.  Ar- 
gentine manufacturers  had,  on  the  other  hand,  certain  advantages, 
the  chief  of  which  was  their  ability  to  make  up  special  orders  at 
short  notice  and  to  deliver  in  small  lots.  In  order  to  make  importa- 
tion from  abroad  worth  while  and  to  secure  the  lowest  prices,  im- 
porters often  had  to  place  larger  orders  than  suited  their  business. 

With  the  temporary  elimination  of  their  principal  foreign  com- 
petitor, Argentine  glass  factories  have  considerably  extended  their 
operations  and  are  at  present  virtually  supplying  the  home  demand. 

Biie  In  Prices. 

Prices  have  risen  considerably  and  are  said  to  be  about  as  follows 
at  Rosario  at  present :  Ordinary  colored  glass  bottles,  60  to  75  cents 
per  dozen ;  poor  grade  white  glass,  $1.20;  and  best  native  white  glass, 
$1.50  per  dozen.  These  prices  refer  to  plain  glass  bottles  containing 
from  two-thirds  to  three-quarters  of  a  liter.  Fancy  bottles  cost,  of 
course,  more,  and  the  customer  has  to  pay  for  the  mold.  Practically 
all  kinds  of  bottles  are  made  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  and  with 
more  or  less  success  in  Argentina.  It  is  stated  that  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  first-class  sand  it  is  difficult  to  secure  a  perfectly  clear  white 
glass.  Workmanship  is  considered  inferior,  as  a  rule,  to  that  of 
imported  bottles,  and  form  is  apt  to  be  uneven. 

Small  soda  bottles,  called  "  bolitas,"  for  which  the  demand  is  good, 
formerly  cost  from  58  to  68  cents  a  dozen  and  now  bring  97  cents  to 
$1.16.  England  and  France  are  the  principal  foreign  sources  of 
supply.  A  fairly  good  grade  of  soda  bottle  is  made  in  the  country 
and  costs  about  $1.06  per  dozen. 

Decreased  Imports  of  Syphons. 

The  importation  of  syphons  into  Argentina,  which  are  widely 
used  throughout  the  country,  has  practically  ceased  during  the  last 
two  years.  The  imports  of  single  syphons  in  1913  totalled  302,013, 
of  whicli  167,621  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  68,531  from 
France,  and  49,870  from  Austria-Hungary.  The  market  price  of 
syplions  to  soda-water  manufacturers  at  Rosario  has  risen  from  48 
cents  to  68  cents  each  on  an  average.  Syphons  are  made  in  Argentina. 
Opening  for  American  Bottles. 

While  the  demand  for  containers  of  all  kinds  has  greatly  fallen 
off  as  a  result  of  local  market  conditions,  this  does  not  suffice  to  ex- 
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plain  the  l&rge  decrease  in  imports,  which  is  due  in  large  part  to  the 
cutting  off  of  former  sources  of  supply  and  shipping  difficulties. 
Provided  American  manufacturers  can  deliver  a  good  grade  of  bot- 
tle well  packed  at  a  price  sufficiently  attractive  to  compensate  the 
facilities  offered  by  a  close  range  trade  with  Argentine  factories, 
American  bottles  can  find  a  market  here.  Present  high  freights  may 
make  this  difficult.  Undoubtedly  the  quickest  and  most  satisfactory 
way  of  getting  a  start  in  the  field  woidd  be  to  send  out  a  representa- 
tive to  study  the  market  and  meet  importers  personally.  Indeed  it 
may  be  doubted  if  an  extenave  permanent  business  can  be  established 
in  any  other  way. 

American  exporters  must  not  demand  cash  in  advance  or  against 
documents  in  New  York.  It  appears  that  Rosario  consumers  buy 
from  Argentine  glass  factories  on  a  cash  basis,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances importers  should  not  object  to  p^ing  cash  on  arrival  of 
goods  against  delivery  of  the  documents  at  Rosario.  They  are  apt, 
however,  to  reserve  the  right  to  inspect  the  shipment  before  accept- 
ing the  documents. 

Bottles  must  be  securely  packed.  German  manufacturers  shipped 
bottles  in  individual  straw  cases  securely  packed  in  canvas  bags  con- 
taining usually  a  gross  of  bottles.  Local  importers  conader  straw 
cases  greatly  superior  to  corrugated  cardboard,  which  is  apt  to  lose 
all  elasticity  in  the  course  of  a  long  voyage  with  frequent  handling. 
Ust«  of  Importers — Bottling;  Haohineiy. 

A  list  of  possible  importers  of  bottles  at  Rosario  is  transmitted 
[a  copy  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring 
to  file  No.  81917].  The  list  includes  breweries,  manufacturers  of  soda 
water,  liquors,  etc.,  and  importers  of  supplies. 

The  concerns  mentioned  as  possible  importers  of  bottles  might  be 
addressed  by  exporters  of  bottling  machinery  and  supplies.  Machin- 
ery is  used  by  breweries  and  manufacturers  of  liquors  and  other 
beverages,  particularly  for  corking,  although  it  is  also  used  for  fill- 
ing and  other  operations.  The  larger  breweries  are  especially  well 
equipped.  Machinery  has  been  imported  from  a  number  of  countries. 
At  present,  owing  to  business  depression,  there  appears  to  be  prac- 
tically no  intere^  in  new  equipment. 

Catalogues  and  correspondence  intended  for  Argentina  should  be 
in  the  Spanish  language. 

[A  previous  report  on  the  market  for  glass  bottles  In  Argentina  was  pub- 
lished In  GouMERCK  Reports  for  Feb.  10,  1916.] 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAXT  OF  FOBEION  AND  DbUESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


DI8TBICT  OFFICKS. 

lOnr  TOKK:  SoOB  4M,  Cntraikvur. 

BOSTON:  1801  CntOBkene. 

CmCieO:  &»4  Federal  Balldlag. 

St.  LOUIS:  40S  Tlilrd  NatlOMl  Baak  Balldlag. 

UfUmk:  Ml  Pout  Office  Balldlng. 

HEW  OBLEAKS:  1020  Hlberala  Btak  Balldlag. 

gill  VBAHCI8C0:  t07  Cattaakaaaa. 

SUTILBs  848  Hearj  BalUla*. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLETEUHD:  dumber  of  GoanBeree. 
CniCINHATI:  OlaBbtr  of  Comaieree. 
CIKCIKNin:  C  N.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Ca. 
1,08  ANGELES:  Chuber  of  Coaauree. 
PHniiDELPHU:  Ckamber  of  Conmerce. 
CHATTiNOOfii :  SoaUi  Amerleaa  kgtat,  Soglk- 

era  Br.  Co. 
POBTLiND,  OBE«.:  Ckaakar  of  OaanMiea. 
DATTON:  Oraater  Dajtaa  AaaaclatlM. 
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AUEAICAH  CONSITLAB  OFEICESS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEVCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  oi'ganizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


"Albert,  Talbot  J 

BuckliD,  George  A 

Chamberlin,  Ueorge  E 

Deichman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene 

Qamon,  Jolm  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Ustoc,  Soren 

Sauer.Emll 

Smith,  Felix  WiUoughby. 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  G.  Russell 

Winslow,  EdwardD 

Watmn,  JoImJ.C 

WlUrlch,  Gobhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W . . . 


Tost. 


Hanover,  Germany. . 

Bordeaux,  Franco 

Georgetown,  Guiana. 


Santos,  BrazlL 

St.     Stephen,     New 
Brunswick. 

Barmen,  Germany 

Corinto,  Nicaragua. . . . 


Swatow,  Cliina 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . 
Tiflis,    — ' 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario. 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 


St.  Piene,  Hiqoelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec  3S 
Jan.  13 
Dec.  23 

Jan.  ,  1 

Ian.    17 

Jan.  2 
Dec.  31 


Dee.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  1 
Jan.   15 


Fob. 
Deo. 


Jan.  15 
Dec.  20 


Dec.  11 


Dec.  25 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  i. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Nonrieh,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Offloe,  Bureau  of  Forogn 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

BuUding,  Chicago,  111. 
129  Uahi  btreet,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
"IsUngtoii,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washingt<Hi  D.  C. 
C/b  Messmore  KendeO,  Woolwortb  Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 
Department  of  State.  Washington.  D.  C. 
1104  Euclid  Btreet  NW.,  Washington, 

D.C. 
C/o  District  Offloe,  Bnreau  of  ForeigD 

and  Domestio  Commerce,  SOt  Fedenl 

Building,  Chicago,  ni. 
a33«  Q  Street,  WasUngton,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va, 


BUUDmO  OPEBATIONS  IN  CAIGABT. 

[Vice  Consul  George  E.  Bell,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Nor.  22.] 

Building  operations  in  Calgary  are  more  active  at  present  than  at 
any  time  in  the  past  two  years.  The  most  important  work  being 
done  is  the  renovation  of  the  Alberta  Hotel  into  a  number  of  busi- 
ness establishments  (nine  stores  and  one  bank). 

Inspector  Fish,  of  the  city  building  department,  stated  that  he 
understood  excavation  for  an  armory  to  cost  $283,000  would  be 
started  in  a  few  days.  The  owners  of  the  Robin  Hood  Mills  are 
arranging  to  build  an  office  in  connection  with  their  mill  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $27,000.  A  row  of  seven  stores  is  being  constructed  on 
the  principal  business  street,  and  another  is  being  built  by  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  at  the  corner  of  Center  Street  and  Eighth  Avenue. 
The  front  of  this  latter  building  will  be  of  stone,  in  Keeping  with 
the  bank,  and  the  building  will  cost  about  $5,500.  The  Central 
Methodist  Church,  which  was  burned  last  February,  is  being  recon- 
structed. The  work  on  the  new  Ford  assembling  plant  is  going 
ahead  rapidly,  and  the  Eumely  Tractor  Co.'s  warehouse  is  under 
construction.  The  Western  Canada  Flour  Mills  have  just  completed 
a  new  office  building  costing  $5,500. 

Building  permits  to  the  e.xtent  of  $152,550  were  issued  in  the  city 
of  Calgary  for  the  j'ear  1915,  as  against  $615,900  during  the  10 
months  ended  October  31, 1916. 
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(Owtospondenee  should  be  direct  with  the  oflleea  named,  and  specUcatlona  can  osaally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  dellTered  or  the  work  is  to  be  p^- 
formed.  In  cases  wnere  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
shoald  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  tor 
future  tapiriiea  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Ifavv  Department  supplies.  No.  8848. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington, 
D.  O.,  to  which  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply, 
giving  the  schedule  numbers  for  the  supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  458, 
mineral  (kerosene)  oil ;  schedule 4B6,  petroleum  spirits;  schedule  460,  rubber 
gasket  and  gum-  gasket ;  schedule  461,  illuminating  wax ;  schedule  462,  fur- 
nishing and  Installing  pneumatic  tube  system  ;  schedule  463,  heavy,  medium, 
and  light  linoleum ;  schedule  464, 12-inch  deck  planer ;  schedule  465,  apples, 
beans.  Jams,  coconut,  etc.,  pearl  barley,  canned  prunes,  rice,  canned  salmon, 
and  Vienna  style  sausage;  schedule  466,  dry,  red  lead,  red  lead  (paste 
form),  white  lead,  basic  sulphate  white  lead,  dust  zinc,  white,  oxide  zinc, 
and  white  zinc  in  oil;  schedule  467,  motor  delivery  wagon;  schedule  468, 
valves,  valve  seats,  etc.,  and  tool-face  spanners ;  schedule  468,  steel  baskets, 
wood  tubs,  i-tncb  to  IJ-lnch  steel  balls,  brass  screws,  and  name  plates; 
schedule  470,  punching  machine ;  schedule  471,  white  ash,  hickory,  hackma- 
tack knees,  Ugnum-vltffi  logs,  white  oak,  dock  juniper  poles,  and  white 
pine;  schedule  472,  square  edge  white  cedar,  grade  "A"  cypress,  cypress 
for  boat  building,  yeUow  pine  partition.  North  Carolina  pine,  yellow  long- 
leaf  pine,  yellow  pine,  spars  and  shores  spruce  poles,  and  southern  spruce ; 
schedule  473,  yellow  pine  decking,  Douglas  fir,  white  plank  oak,  California 
redwood,  and  redwood  shingles;  schedule  474,  ships'  lighting  cable,  power 
lighting  wire,  and  telephone  wire;  schedule  475,  push  buttons.  Interior 
communication  cable,  wall  receptacles,  terminals  for  connection  boxes, 
magnet  wire,  single  and  double  conductors,  and  twin  conductor  wire; 
schedule  476,  glycerine  and  sperm  oil;  schedule  477,  bulletin  boards,  rub- 
ber air  hose,  ship  lavatories,  fillet  leather,  eye  protectors,  chain  blocks, 
and  wardrobe  locks ;  schedule  478,  hydrofluoric  acid,  alcohol,  chrome  green 
In  oU,  and  dry  yellow  ochre;  schedule  479,  brass  pipe,  steam  traps,  evapo- 
rator tubes  and  globe,  angle,  radiator  valves,  etc.;  schedule  480,  gauge 
glasses,  asbestos  gloves,  fire  clay,  silica  sand,  rubber  pump  valves,  and 
Sheet  copper ;  schedule  481,  hand  towels  and  platform  scales ;  schedule  482, 
cotton  sheeting  and  sheet  tin;  schedule  483,  magnesite  paste,  composition 
nuts,  machine  nuts,  and  foundry  Iron;  and  schedule  484,  ball  bearings 
and  2-inch,  6-foot,  and  16-foot  length  steel. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  3849. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  December  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  acetic  add,  boric 
acid,  carbolic  acid,  hydrochloric  acid,  nitric  acid,  oxalic  acid,  salicylic 
acid,  sulphuric  ether,  etc.  Specifications  and  further  information  may  be 
bad  on  application  to  the  above-named  oiflce. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  3850. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  22,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete,  of  the  post  office  at 
Bakersfield,  Cal.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  tlie  site  at  Bakersfield,  Cal.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Box  shooks.  No.  3851. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  recelve<l  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
December  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  25-Inch  by  16-inch  by  13-Inch,  inside  meas* 
urements,  box  shooks,  samples  of  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot  Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  3852. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  27,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  post  office  at  Laconla, 
N.  H.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  from  the  custodian  of  the 
Site  at  Laconin,  N.  H.,  or  from  the  Washington  office. 
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COMHEBOE  BfiPOBTS. 


VOBXl&S  TBADE  OPFOETUJIiTlES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barera  and  its  dlatrlct  oflleca.  Rcoattt 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportsBlty  aKstVcr. 
The  Bnrean  does  not  furnish  credit  ratinf^  or  assume  responsiblUty  as  to  the  standiax 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  ul  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Ueported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  iteported  by  commeidal  attacb&  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  I>irect  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Iron,  pig 2SltS 

Lawn  spcinUers 23163 

Machinery,  brass  fonndry 23169 

Machinery,  drUIing • 23161 

Paper 23163 

Pens 23163 

Preserves 23168 

Sadirons 23163 

TextUes 23163 

Toys 28166 

Twine 231ST 


Anvils  and  vises 28168 

Rplt  dressing . 23162 

Billiard  cloth 23158 

Biscuits 23168 

Blow  torches 23163 

Boots  and  shoes 23168 

Pish,  preserved 23166 

Flour 23168 

Forges 23168 

Ueueral  merchandise 23160-28167 

Hardware 23162,  23163,  23164 

23156.* — ^A  wholesale  merchant  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  preserved  fish. 
Payment  in  manner  agreeable  to  shipper.  •  Corresiwndence  In  English. 

23157.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  quotations  and  samples  of  cotton  twine  for 
making  mops,  and-  cotton  hemp  and  jute  twine  for  wrapping  purposes. 
Reference. 

2315S.* — Quotations  and  samples  of  first  quality  green  cloth  for  billiard  tables 
are  desired  in  France.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

23159.t — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  the  West  Indies  desires  to  communicate 
with  manufacturers  in  a  position  to  supply  the  reqnislte  machinery  ami 
equipment  for  a  brass  foundry.    Correspondence  In  English. 

28160.* — ^A  man  in  Venezuela  wishes  to  repi-esent  American  exporters  of  general 
merchandise.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

23161.* — ^A  manufacturer  in  Spain  desli"ea  to  i)urcliase  steel  drilling  machinery 
and  machinery  and  tools  for  cutting  screw  threads.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English.    References. 

28162. — ^A  firm  In  the  Far  East  wishes  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers 
of  belt  dressings  and  belt  paste  and  light  hardware. 

23163. — ^A  commission  merchant  In  a  foreign  colonial  possession  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  paper  of  all  kinds, 
steel  pens,  general  liardwnre,  flour,  boots  and  shoes,  cotton,  silk,  and 
woolen  woven  goods.    References. 

23164.* — A  hardware  dealer  in  Central  America  is  in  the  market  for  sadirons, 
charcoal  irons,  anvils,  vises,  forges,  gasoline  blow  torches,  and  brass  or 
nickel-plated  lawn  sprinklers.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

28165.* — ^An  iron  founder  In  Spain  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  exclusive  repre- 
sentation for  Spain  of  an  American  concern  .specializing  in  iron  cast  in 
pigs.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

28166.t — An  American  who  has  been  in  Australia  for  the  past  five  years  desires 
to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  toys,  particularly  mechanical 
toys,  dolls,  etc.  Negotiations  may  be  opened  through  representative  who 
will  be  in  the  United  States  in  January  of  next  year. 

23167.t — Supplementing  foreign  trade  opporttmlty  No.  22S39,  the  representative 
of  a  Norwegian  firm  which  has  recently  opened  an  office  In  the  United 
States,  Informs  the  bureau  that  his  firm  wishes  to  purchase  all  kinds  of 
goods  for  shli)ment  not  only  to  the  Scandinavian  countries  but  also  for  the 
Russian  market. 

23ie8.t — An  Importer  In  Slam  desires  to  purchase  fair  quantities  of  biscuits, 
preserves,  and  similar  articles.  Credit  account  has  been  opened  in  New 
York.  Interested  firms  may  communicate  with  representative  In  the 
United  States. 

WA8BINGT0N  :  OOVEBNUEKT  PBINTINO  OPTICI :  IM 
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MODIFICATION  OF  BBITISH  PROHIBITION  ON  HOSIERY. 

[Cablegram  from  the  Consul  General,  London,  Dec.  1.] 

Only  cotton  hosiery  ordered  before  date  of  prohibition  to  import 
(i.  e.,  Oct.  3,  1916)  will  be  admitted  after  December  31.  Such 
hosiery  will  be  admitted  under  license,  provided  it  has  been  shipped 
prior  to  April  1,  1917.  It'must  be  clearly  understood  that  no  license 
will  be  granted  unless  evidence  of  the  date  on  wliich  orders  were 
placed  and  date  of  shipment  is  conclusive.  It  will  be  necessary  for 
Controller  Import  R^rictions  to  be  furnished  immediately  for 
record  with  full  statement  of  cotton  hosiery  ordered  by  importer  be- 
fore date  of  prohibition. 

[Previous  notices  regarding  the  British  restriction  on  hosiery  im- 
ports were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  6  and  Nov. 
14,  1916.  Hosiery  is  defined  by  the  British  authorities  to  be 
"any  garment  made  of  fabric  made  on  a  knitting  or  hosiery  machine 
as  distinguished  from  woven  fabric."  American  manufacturers  or 
forwarders  who  made  contracts  with  British  importers  prior  to  Oct. 
3,  1916,  should  immediately  take  steps  to  supply  their  consignees 
with  any  documents  whicli  maj'  be  of  assistance  to  them  in  proving 
that  agreements  were  consummated  before  that  date  and  that  the 
granting  of  a  license  is  therefore  justified.] 


BIDS  FOR  ABATTOIR  BY-PRODXTCTS  PLANT. 

With  reference  to  the  report  from  the  American  consul  at  Johan- 
nesburg, South  Africa,  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Septem- 
ber 30,  calling  attention  to  tenders  called  for  by  the  Municipal  Coun- 
cil of  Johannesburg  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  the  requisite 
machinery  and  equipment  for  an  extension  to  the  by-products  plant 
of  the  municipal  abattoirs,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  is  advised  that  the  time  for  opening  these  bids  has  been 
extended  from  December  15  to  Februai-y  15,  1917. 
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SHOBTAGE  OF  LEATEES  IS  HOBWAT. 

[  Consul  General  B.  Ualdeman  DenaisoD,  Cbilstiaaia,  Oct.  25.] 

One  of  the  many  commodities  urgently  required  by  Norway  is 
leather,  particularly  shoe  leather,  the  stocks  of  which  are  becoming 
dangerously  low._  Shoe  manufacturers  are  meeting  with  great  difl^ 
culties  in  securing  adequate  supplies,  and  imless  ueir  requirements 
are  speedily  met  from  the  United  States  some  firms  will  be  obliged  to 
close  down  their  factories. 

Although  the  imports  of  leather  for  the  first  seven  months  of  the 
current  year  increased  73  per  cent  over  those  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  1915,  these  have  not  sufficed  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  home 
manufacturers,  owing  to  a  greatly  increased  demand,  a  natural  con- 
comitant of  the  existing  prosperous  industrial  conditions.  To  gain 
the  good  will  and  confidence  of  cutsomers  an  improvement  in  meth- 
ods must  be  adopted  by  those  firms  which  for  the  sake  of  temporary 
profits  elsewhere  have  been  tempted  to  neglect  their  Norwegian  cus- 
tomers, 
aiazed  Xld  and  Box  Calf. 

As  stated  there  is  a  great  dearth  of  leather  of  all  kinds,  especially 
glazed  kid,  sheepskins,  and  box  calf.  In  glazed  kid  Norway  uses 
heavy  mediums,  mediums,  and  a  small  quantity  of  light  mediums. 
In  sizes  nothing  less  than  4- foot  skins  can  be  sold.  In  the  best  grade, 
skins  running  from  5  to  6  feet  are  in  greatest  demand,  while  in  the 
cheaper  grades  skins  6  to  7  feet  are  preferred,  and  in  the  cheapest 
grades  those  from- 7  to  8  feet.  About  50  per  cent  of  all  the  glazed 
kid  used  is  of  the  heavy  medium  weight,  while  35  per  cent  is  of  the 
medium  weight.  Of  the  total  quantity  sold  skins  running  from  4  to  5 
feet  form  about  15  per  cent;  those  from  5  to  6  feet,  40  per  cent; 
from  6  to  7  feet,  25  per  cent ;  and  7  to  8  feet,  20  per  cent.  The  duty 
on  glazed  kid  is  18.2  cents  a  pound. 

Box  calf  was  previously  ootained  chiefly  from  Germany.  It  came 
in  bundles  containing  1  dozen  skins  each,  and  was  sold  in  Norway 
in  three  different  grades  and  weights.  The  skins  ran  generally  from 
8  to  14  feet,  about  45  per  cent  being  of  the  heavy  grade,  30  per  cent 
heavy  medium,  and  15  to  20  per  cent  medium.  Norwegian  importers 
prefer  a  clean  cutting  skin  more  than  a  good  grain,  as  the  cutters 
are  accustomed  to  skins  without  holes  or  breaks  of  any  kind.  As 
a  rule  American  box  calf  and  sides  were  dearer  than  the  Grerman 
products,  while  the  glazed  kid  was  slightly  cheaper.  Heavy  leather, 
such  as  sole  and  oil  grain,  can  not  be  import«d  to  advantage  because 
of  the  high  rate  of  duty,  which  is  based  on  weight.  Norway  itself 
is  able  to  supply  the  local  market  in  the  heavy  leather,  and  does 
not  need  to  import.  The  duty  on  tawed,  dyed,  varnished,  waxed, 
and  similar  skins  under  1  kilo  (2.2046  pounds)  is  18.2  cents  a  pound, 
while  those  between  1  and  2  kilos  pay  only  12.2  cents  a  pound.  Im- 
porters of  box  calf,  therefore,  always  try  to  obtain  skins  just  over 
1  kilo  in  weight  to  avoid  the  higher  duty. 
Direct  Trading. 

Before  the  war  much  of  the  American  leather  used  in  Norway  was 
obtained  through  German  firms  located  in  Hamburg  and  Frankfort 
It  is  not  cl<5ar  as  to  ju.st  why  the  business  was  handled  in  this  way, 
but  one  inducement  was  the  easier  credit  terms  offered  by  the  Grer- 
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mans.  Not  only  did  they  grant  30  days'  credit  and,  in  some  instances, 
four  months'  acceptances,  but  under  their  systeih  the  Norwegian  im- 
porter was  able  to  allow  his  customer  to  inspect  the  goods  before 
paying  for  them,  a  privilege  to  which  much  importance  was  attaclied 
and  for  which  they  were  willing  to  pay  in  the  shape  of  slightly  higher 
prices. 

As  these  former  sources  of  supply  are  not  now  available,  Nor- 
wegian importers  have  formed  direct  connections  with  the  United 
States,  and  they  desire  to  keep  these  connections  when  hostilities  cease 
the  competition  is  again  renewed.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  American 
firms  to  see  that  the  present  arrangements  are  continued,  for  the 
Germjin  jobbers  who  previously  handled  their  trade  in  Norway 
also  handled  leather  or  German  manufacture,  and  naturally  gave 
their  own  manufacturers  the  preference  when  soliciting  business. 
In  order  that  the  new  method  of  handling  the  trade — that  is,  by 
direct  representation — may  prove  successful,  American  manufac- 
turers should  try  to  conform  more  to  the  methods  followed  by  their 
competitors.  As  favorable  terms  as  possible  should  be  granted,  and 
agreements,  of  course,  should  be  scrupulously  observed. 
Importance  of  Credit. 

The  importance  of  credit  terms  and  the  abolishment  of  cash  pay- 
ments can  not  be  too  often  insisted  upog,  not  only  in  the  leather  trade 
but  in  many  other  lines.  Firms  which  for  years  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  receive  credit  from  foreign  suppliers  do  not  take  kindly  to 
the  American  system  of  cash  payments,  and  although  obliged  for  the 
present  to  accept  such  terms  they  will  undoubtedly  return  to  their 
old  connections  after  the  war  unless  this  practice  is  discontinued. 
This  is  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  more  important  dealers,  and  it 
would  be  well  for  American  manufacturers  to  take  careful  note  of  it 
if  they  desire  to  retain  even  a  portion  of  the  huge  trade  which  they 
have  acquired  here  in  the  past  two  years. 

[A  list  of  Chrlstiania  leather  importers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon 
referring  to  file  No.  82092.] 

NEW  SHIFFINa  SCHEDULE  CONTEMPLATED. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  Nov.  20.] 

The  business  men  of  Guatemala  are  much  pleased  over  a  con- 
templated change  in  the  schedule  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.'s  steamers 
between  New  Orleans  and  Puerto  Barrios.  According  to  a  tenta- 
tive schedule  that  may  be  put  into  effect  April  1,  1917,  the  time  of 
steamers  operating  between  New  Orleans  and  Puerto  Barrios  will 
be  shortened  to  3  days  and  18  hours  instead  of  4  days  and  18  hours, 
as  at  present. 

The  United  Fruit  Co.  is  under  contract  with  Belize,  British  Hon- 
duras, to  give  it  a  weekly  service  from  New  Orleans,  and  this  adds 
one  whole  day  to  the  present  schedule.  This  contract  will  expire 
April  1,  1917,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  agreement  will  not  be  re- 
newed. In  case  the  new  run  is  made  effective  next  April,  Guatemala 
will  be  brought  one  day  nearer  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  commercial 
affairs  between  this  Republic  and  the  United  States  will  be  expedited 
more  advantageously  to  both  countries. 

The  United  Fruit  Co.  provides  a  weekly  service  to  New  Orleans 
and  a  fortnight  service  to  New  York. 
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CONSTBTJCnON  WOBK. 
*  COSTA  KICA. 

[ConsQl  Benjamin  F.  Chase,  San  Jos^,  Nov.  18.] 

Floods  of  the  past  10  days  have  destroyed  a  raih-oad  bridge  of 
the  Pacific  Bailroad  of  Costa  Bica.  A  new  bridge  is  reported  neces- 
sary. Particulars  as  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Administration 
of  the  railroad  are : 

The  bridge  that  was  destroyed  Is  the  Puente  de  la  Boca  de  Barranca  at  12 
kilometers  (about  7i  miles)  from  Puntarenas,  constructed  by  aa  American 
engineer.  The  bridge  had  3  spans  of  120  feet  each  and  each  span  weighed 
80  tons.  The  whole  construction  rested  on  8  cylinders  of  6i  feet  diameter 
each.  The  cost  of  this  bridge  was  96,911  colones  ($45,064)  nnd  the  approaches 
were  estimated  at  9,169  colones  ($4,264). 

The  railroad  is  owned  by  the  Grovernment  of  Costa  Rica.  A  special 
appropriation  of  the  Congress  now  in  session  seems  necessary  before 
the  bridge  can  be  replaced.  Particulars  as  to  tenders  have  not  yet 
been  published.  Firms  desiring  to  bid  should  address  the  General 
Manager  of  the  Ferrocarril  al  Pacifico  (Pacific  Railroad),  Mr.  Isaac 
Zuiiiga  M.  Officina  del  Administrador,  San  Jos6,  Costa  Rica. 

Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish,  although  English  is  under- 
stood.   Local  representation  will  not  likely  be  necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  above  bridge  being  entirely  destroyed,  much 
damage  was  done  to  other  bridges  along  the  line. 

CTHBA. 

[Consul  Henry  M,  Wolcott,  detailed  as  Tice  consul  at  Habana,  Nov.  17.] 
Cuban  QoTemment  Grants  Subsidy  for  Projected  Railway. 

The  President  of  Cuba  signed  a  decree  on  November  16  granting 
the  Compaiiia  del  Ferrocarril  del  Norte  de  Vuelta  Abajo  a  subsidy  of 
$6,000  per  kilometer  ($9,650  per  mile)  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
way connecting  the  city  of  Pinar  del  Rio  and  the  port  of  Esperanza 
en  the  north  coast,  with  a  connecting  branch  to  La  Palma.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  company  will  begin  work  at  once. 

The  new  railway  will  traverse  a  rich  agricultural  and  mineral  sec- 
tion, including  the  valley  of  Vinales,  whose  scenic  beauty  has  always 
been  a  source  of  admiration  to  travelers  in  western  Cuba.  Vinales, 
the  port  of  Esperanza,  and  La  Palma  are  now  connected  with  the 
provincial  capital  city  of  Pinar  del  Rio  by  a  splendid  highway,  over 
which  an  automobile-bus  service  is  afforded  twice  daily. 

This  railway  will  also  traverse  part  of  the  lowlands  of  the  cele- 
brated A^'uelta  Abajo  district  and  the  "Ijomas"  or  hill  country,  where 
the  best  tobacco  of  the  world  is  grown. 

SIAX. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.   Hansen,  Bangkok,  Oct.  9.] 

Koyal  Hallway  Pavilion — Southern  Railway.. 

The  Royal  Railway  Department  has  recently  accepted  the  tenders 
of  the  Bangkok  Dock  Co.  (Ltd.)  for  the  construction  of  royal  rail- 
way pavilion  near  one  of  the  king's  palaces  at  Sam  Sen.  The  build- 
ing will  be  constructed  of  ferroconcrete,  and  the  central  portion 
of  the  building  will  be  surmounted  by  a  dome.  The  building  is 
to  be  completed  within  nine  months,  and  will  cost  $30,340. 
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The  linking  up  of  the  Siamese  Southern  Railway  line  with  Singora 
and  Trang,  the  most  southern  and  important  ports  in  the  Siamese 
Malay  States,  has  now  been  carried  out,  the  line  from  Bangkok  to 
these  cities  having  been  opened  to  traffic  on  October  8,  1916.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  arrangement  the  journey  from  Bangkok  to 
Trang  will  occupy  four  days,  two  nights  being  spent  at  rest  houses 
erected  at  Chumporn  and  Tung  Song.  Travelers  to  Siam  may  now 
proceed  from  Singapore  via  Penang  m  the  British  Federated  Malay 
States  to  Trang  and  thence  by  rail  to  Bangkok. 

The  total  length  of  the  southern  line  now  under  traffic  is  072  miles, 
of  which  575  miles  represent  the  main  line,  and  98  miles  the  branches 
to  Nakon  Sritamarat,  Trang,  and  Singora. 

For  connection  with  the  Siamese  Imes  with  tliose  of  the  British 
Federated  Malay  States  there  yet  remains  to  be  constructed  130 
miles  to  Kelantan,  over  which  the  rails  have  already  been  laid  for 
65  miles,  and  30  miles  to  Kedah,  on  which  rails  have  been  laid  for 
23  miles. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,   Port  Elixalietb,  Oct.  2,"!.] 

Opening:  of  Branch  Line  to  Vnitata. 

The  opening  of  the  branch  line  of  the  South  African  Kuilways 
recently  completed  to  Umtata  was  the  occasion  of  a  notable  gathering. 

Premier  Botha  formally  opened  the  line,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
address  referred  to  the  opportunities  presented  by  the  new  -line  for 
further  development  of  this  fertile  section  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Transkei. 

Umtata  is  212  miles  by  rail  from  East  London.  The  railway  to 
Idutywa  was  completed  in  July,  1913,  and  the  line  to  I'mtata  is  a 
58-mile  extension  of  this  branch. 

That  portion  of  the  Cape  Province  lying  east  of  the  Kei  River  is 
called  Kaffraria,  and  comprises  the  districts  of  Transkei,  Tembii- 
land,  Griqualand  East,  and  Pondoland. 

Umtata  is  the  capital  of  Tembuland  and  has  a  white  population 
of  1,100. 

This  section  of  the  Province  is  favorable  for  both  crop  and  stock 
raising  and  is  fairly  well  watered. 


SMALLEE  CEOPS  EXPECTED  IN  ABOENTINA. 

The  crops  in  Argentina  have  suffered  from  drought  and  locusts  this 
year.  The  Director  General  of  Rural  Economy  and  Statistics  re- 
jjorted  on  October  27  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture :  ''  In  the  Prov- 
inces of  Cordoba,  Santa  Fe,  and  Entre  Rios  a  portion  of  the  crops 
is  irretrievably  lost,  while  the  remainder  promises  only  a  medium 
yield.  In  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  the  western  region  is  in  a 
relatively  satisfactory  condition,  while  all  the  southern  region 
promises  up  to  the  present  a  good  harvest.  As  to  the  Pampa  Cen- 
tral, conditions  are  fairly  good  in  the  south  and  bad  in  the  north. 
This  state  of  affairs  confirms  my  forecast  of  a  harvest  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  agricultural  year  of  1915-16."  The  River  Plate  Re- 
view states  that  a  rain  which  fell  about  the  1st  of  November  over 
a  considerable  area  of  Argentina  did  a  certain  amount  of  good  to 
crops  and  pasture  lands  but  was  insufficient  to  modify  appreciably 
the  prospects  of  the  next  harx'est. 
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FSOPOSED  JAFAVESE  INSPEOTIOH  OF  EZFO&TS. 

[Vice  Consul  E.  R.  DIckOTer,  Kobe,  Oct.  30.] 

Japanese  newspapers  here  state  that  there  has  been  considerable 
criticism,  both  by  importers  in  various  parts  of  the  world  and  by 
Japanese  consuls,  concerning  the  inferior  quality  of  Japanese  manu- 
factures. 

Japan's  consuls  and  trade  organizations  claim  that  althou^, 
owing  to  conditions  created  by  the  war,  the  country  has  an  excep- 
tional opportunity  to  supply  the  markets  of  the  Orient,  the  South 
Seas,  and  Russia  with  innumerable  articles  formerly  sold  by  the 
belligerent  countries  of  Europe,  the  local  manufacturers  and  export- 
ers are  throwing  away  this  opportunity  by  supplying  goods  of  in- 
ferior quality. 

Local  and  Kational  Inspection  of  Ooods. 

Both  the  local  authorities  and  the  National  Government  are  at- 
tempting measures  designed  to  improve  the  quality  of  goods  ex- 
ported by  means  of  official  inspection.  The  Kwansai  Nippo  states 
that  the  Osaka  Prefecture  has  already  instituted  an  official  inspection 
of  certain  goods  destined  for  export,  among  them  being  soap,  glass- 
ware, and  underwear.  Other  articles  are  to  be  added  later  as  the 
inspection  system  is  extended.  The  manufacturers  of  enamel  ware 
in  the  Prefecture  objected  to  the  insjpection,  however,  on  the  grounds 
that  it  would  place  them  at  a  disadvantage  unless  the  wares  manu- 
factured in  other  Prefectures  also  were  inspected.  The  objection 
demonstrated  the  necessity  for  a  more  universal  inspection,  and 
according  to  the  Japan  Chronicle  the  C!ommercial  and  Industrial 
Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  of  the 
National  Government  is  compiling  regulations  intended  to  prevent 
tlifi  exportation  of  goods  of  inferior  quality.  The  method  proposed 
is  the  appointment  of  official  inroectors  to  be  attached  to  every  trade 
guild,  all  goods  being  submitted  to  their  inspection  before  exporta- 
tion. All  the  guilds  with  the  single  exception  of  that  in  the  glass- 
ware industry  express  their  approval  of  the  proposed  measure. 
Defects  Fonnd  in  Shipments  of  American  Goods. 

American  manufacturers  and  exporters  are  by  no  means  free  from 
the  fault  of  exporting  inferior  goods  at  perioids  of  great  commer- 
cial activity.  A  few  of  the  official  surveys  of  American  goods  made 
in  Kobe  and  Osaka  during  the  six  months  from  April  to  September, 
191G,  show : 

White  glazed  printing  paper,  140  cases,  under  weight  and  quality  Inferior 
to  that  ordered. 

Fomialdeliyde,  112  barrels,  contained  foreign  matter  and  was  discolored; 
had  to  be  sold  as  third  quality  instead  of  first  quality  which  bad  been  ordered. 

Itound  steel  bars,  1,126  bundles,  cracked  and  marked  by  spiral  lines;  unfit 
for  use  for  which  ordered. 

Tartaric  acid  crystals,  16  barrels,  poorly  packed  In  old  barrels,  with  the 
result  that  a  considerable  quantity  was  lost  or  spoiled. 

Colored  poster  paper,  200  bundles,  quality  inferior  to  samples ;  certain  colors 
Included  which  were  not  ordered;  two-fifths  of  each  package  injured  by  poor 
packing. 

Benzol,  56  drums,  adulterated  with  water  and  sulphuric  acid  and  not  np 
to  standard  quality  which  had  been  ordered. 

Sheet  glue,  150  cases,  color  darker  than  original  sample;  unsuitcd  for  hat 
making  for  which  it  was  ordered ;  sheets  broken  by  poor  paddng. 
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Naphthalln,  200  cases,  low  grade;  only  partly  reflnetl;  flakes  discolored  by 
the  tar  oils  and  other  by-products  present. 

Gray  acetate  of  lime,  620  bags,  included  only  454  bags  of  first  qnnlltv,  as 
ordered,  containing  82.5  per  cent  of  acetate  of  lime,  with  166  bags  of  second 
quality,  containing  only  76.8  per  cent  of  acetate  of  Ume. 

American  Dynamite  Condemned  by  OoTernment. 

In  addition  4,000  cases  of  American  dynamite  were  condemned 
and  destroyed  by  Japanese  Government  officials,  because  the  manu- 
facturers had  not  made  tlie  dynamite  to  conform  to  the  Abel  heat 
test,  the  official  test  of  the  Government.  Four  American  marine 
motors,  of  standard  makeSj  imported  within  a  year,  have  all  broken 
down  on  account  of  defective  castings,  one  after  only  20  minutes  of 
running.  The  motors  evidently  had  not  been  tested  before  sliipment. 
Although  replacements  will  be  made  gratis  by  the  manufacturers 
the  boats  must  be  laid  up  for  months  while  new  parts  are  being  sent ' 
out  from  the  United  States. 

It  is  useless  for  American  exporters  to  attempt  to  furnish  Japanese 
merchants  with  goods  of  inferior  quality,  as  the  Japanese  importers, 
»s  a  rule,  thoroughly  understand  the  methods  of  adjusting  claims 
for  damaged  or  inferior  goods  by  means  of  official  sin-veys  and  the 
law  courts.  Our  manufacturers  and  exporters  should  exercise  every 
precaution  to  insure  the  quality  of  the  goods  shipped  and  to  maintain 
the  prestige  of  American  manufactures. 


AMEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  jjersonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert  Talbot  J 

Buckltn,  Ceorgo  A . 

CliamberUD,  Ueorse  £. 


Detchman.  Curl  F. 
Dow,  Edward  A... 


Eaeor,  George  Eugene. 
Gamon,  John  A 


Hanson,  Oeorge  C . . 
Tenidna,  Douglas . . . 
Latharn,  Charks  L. 
Llstoc,  Sorcn 


Bauer, Emil 

Smith,  FelU  Willoughby. . . 


Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  O.  Riis^ll.. 


Wloslow,  Edward  D . 


Watson,  John  J.  C 

WiUrich,  Oebhard 

WeddeU,  Alexander  W 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . 

Bordeaux,  Franw 

Georgetown,  Guiana. 


Santos,  Brazil . 

St.     St-sphen, 

I)rua)wiok. 

Barm'n,  (Jenniny 

C'orinto,  Nioarigua 


New 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Ruisia 

Dun-I  V,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 

Cologn>.  Germany 

Tiflij,  HuAiia 

Calcutta.  Indl  J 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

Cop^nbagsn,  Denmark 


St.  Pierre,  Miqu-!lon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


Dec. 
Jan. 
Doc. 

25 
13 
2J 

Jan. 
Jan. 

1 

17 

Jan.     2 
Dec.  31 


Doc.  30 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  IS 

Feb.  1 

Dec.  15 

Jan.  15 

Dec.  23 

Dec.  11 


Dec.  23 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Department  of  State,  Wa.shington,  D.  C. 
Lynn  Haven,  Fla,,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamborlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  Stat:',  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

12  Penobscot  SlreM,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  Dlitrict  Omce,  Bur.^aii  of  Foreign 

and  Domoillc  Commerce,  501  Federal 

Building,  CliicaRn.  111. 
12}  Main  Street,  BridRenort,  Conn. 
Department  of  StalJ,  Washington,  D.C. 

Do. 
"Islington,"  Walkcrford,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  Stat>,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Meumore  ifendi'll,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, Now  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
1101  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D.O. 
C/o  Dlrtrict  OHIoe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

BuUding,  Chicago,  ni. 
22)C  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 
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COST  OF  umra  nr  swuzeblabd  or  septekber. 

(Vice  CoDRQl  James  L.  A.  Dnrrell.  St  Gall,  Nor.  1.1 

The  investigation  made  by  the  Union  of  Swiss  Cooperative  Pur- 
chasing Societies  (Verband  Schweizerischer  K<Misamvereine)  con- 
cerning the  retail  prices  within  the  Republic  on  September  1, 1916, 
in  which  295  societies  with  257,995  members  took  part,  establi^ed 
that  there  was  an  advance  of  prices  for  butter,  fats  (particularly 
kidney  fat),  oils,  and  some  cereals.  Meat  was  5  to  10  per  cent 
higher  than  in  June,  1916;  potatoes,  10  per  cent.  Chocolate,  saner- 
kraut,  plums,  vinegar,  coal,  wood  alcohol,  petroleum,  and  soap  also 
were  more  expertsive.  Inconsiderable  decreases  in  price  were  found 
for  flour,  gritSj  barley,  rice,  cacao,  and  tea.  The  cost  of  the  other 
necessities  of  life  remained  unchanged. 

Tlie  yearly  expenses  of  a  family  of  two  adults  and  three  childien 
under  10  years  amounted  to  the  following  sums  on  the  basis  of  the 
prices  in  June,  1914,  June,  1916,  and  September,  1916 : 


.UUdcs. 

Yearly  expenditures  based 
on  prices  in— 

1914,  lll- 

Per  cent  of -in- 
crease in— 

Jone, 
1914. 

Jane, 
1918. 

mt 

1916. 

» 

June, 
1916. 

X 

link  and  milk  products 

Edible  fots  andoOs 

t63.S7 
7.8S 

41.53 
1.83 

38.44 
7.73 
6.76 
7.34 
7.02 

U.04 

t75.SS 
12.87 
64.77 

3.16 
54.71 
13.89 

7.72 
13.  S9 

8.19 
24.  S6 

«76.88 
13.85 
64.78 

3.10 
67.86 
15.44 
10.61 
13.60 

8.67 
25.98 

til.  68 

5.02 

23.24 

1.33 

16.27 

6.17 

.97 

6.25 

1.17 

&.S2 

812.01 
5.70 

23.23 
1.27 

19.42 
7.72 
3.86 
6.85 
1.6S 
6l94 

15.0 
6.5 

30.0 
1.7 

21.0 
8.0 
1.3 
8.0 
1.5 
7.1 

ItC 

( *eroals. 

2t.3 

1.4 

Mrat 

2>.« 

8.1 

Potatoes .*• 

4.4 

7.J 

Ot£or  food  Droductd... 

LI 

other  necessities  ol  Ufe. 

7.9 

Xotal 

201.39 

379.01 

289.64 

77.62 

88.15 

loe.o 

MLO 

The  increase  in  the  annual  expenditures  of  a  normal  family  for 
food  and  other  necessities  since  June,  1914,  is  thus  shown  to  be 
$88.15,  or  43.8  per  cent,  and  since  June,  1916,  $10.53,  or  3.8  per  cent. 

GOVEBNUEirr  STOCKS  QATITS  LAKE  WITH  FISH. 

[Consul  Julias  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  Nor.  21.] 

At  the  request  of  the  authorities  of  the  Canal  Zone  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  recently  sent  here  21  large  tin  cans  con- 
taining 450  black  bass,  500  rock  bass,  1,000  catfish,  and  800  simfish, 
which  have  been  distributed  in  Gatun  Lake  in  order  to  determine 
whether  sucTi  fish  will  thrive  in  its  waters.  As  this  lake  varies  from 
an  abundance  of  shallow  water  to  a  depth  of  85  feet,  and  as  it  is 
very  irregular  in  shape,  dotted  over  with  islands,  and  generally  bor- 
dered with  forest  growth,  it  seems  to  be  an  ideal  place  tor  the  propa- 
gation of  fish  adapted  to  a  tropical  climate. 

If  the  present  experiment  succeeds,  this  lake,  which  covers  164 
square  miles,  might  furnish  enough  fish  to  meet  a  considerable  part 
of  the  demand  for  fresh  fish  on  the  Canal  Zone.  "While  such  addi- 
tional fish  would  be  desirable  at  any  time,  it  would  be  important  to 
have  this  reserve  supply  to  depend  upon  in  case  of  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  usual  quantity  from  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  side  of  th« 
istlimus. 
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COHHEBCIAL  CONDITIOHS  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Oct.  23.1 

The  Chilean  customhouse  returns  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1916 
showed  an  increase  in"  gold  collections  equal  to  $12,161,156  United 
States  currency,  and  an  increase  in  currency  collections  equal  to 
about  $1,159,486  over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year. 
The  increased  returns  from  export  taxes  represented  $8,709,853  of 
this  total  and  the  increase  in  import  duties  $3,143,216. 

As  upward  of  96  per  cent  of  the  returns  from  export  taxes  are 
derived  from  nitrate  of  soda,  the  increase  indicates  the  steady  ad-* 
ranee  which  this  export  industry  has  been  making  since  the  first 
nine  months  of  depression  following  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war. 

The  exportation  of  nitrate  increased  from  34,020,800  Spanish 
quintals  (1  Spanish  quintal= 101.4  pounds)  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  1914  and  31,842,000  quintals  in  1915  to  47,077,700  quintals  in  the 
corresponding  period  in  1916. 

Demand  and  Prices  for  Copper. 

The  foreign  demand  for  copper  has  maintained  a  high  level  of 

S rices  on  the  Chilean  coast  during  the  past  nine  months  and  has 
eveloped  a  maximum  amount  of  activity  in  the  production  of  that 
metal. 

Coast  i>rices,  per  metric  quintal  of  220.46  pounds,  for  bar  copper 
f .  o.  b.  ship,  Cnilean  port,  have  been  as  follows  at  the  dates  indicated 
in  1916:  January  1,  $36.45;  April  1,  $48.42;  July  1,  $35.86;  October 
1,  $46.88. 

The  exports  of  copper  bars  to  the  United  States  during  the  first 
nine  months  of  1916,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  consulate 

fieneral  at  Valparaiso,  amounted  to  29,645,725  pounds,  valued  at 
6,893,928,  compared  with  16,533,936  pounds,  valued  at  $2,330,512, 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915;  copper  ores,  2,157  tons,  valued 
at  $86,760,  compared  with  1,912  tons,  valued  at  $76,826 ;  and  copper 
,  regulus,  998  tons,  valued  at  $195,124,  compared  with  3.634  tons, 
valued  at  $422,021. 

Advance  in  Exchange. 

Exchange  advanced  from  8^  pence  in  Januarjf,  1916,  to  11  pence  on 
September  26,  1916,  the  highest  quotation  since  July,  1910.  On 
September  30  exchange  stood  at  lOf  pence.  This  rise  is  generally 
charged  to  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  with  a  consequent 
slaclmess  in  the  demand  for  foreign  bills,  and  the  prohibitive  cost 
of  transporting  gold  from  abroad  at  present. 

The  advance  in  the  value  of  exchange  has  been  a  doubtful  benefit 
to  the  Chilean  manufacturer  and  merchant,  since  it  is  regarded  as 
a  temporary  condition  and  one  requiring  many  adjustments  in  order 
to  offset  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  rents, 
raw  materials,  etc.  The  high  prices  obtained  for  all  lines  of  domestic 
and  imported  products  and  a  general  practice  of  restricting  credit 
terms  have  placed  the  more  important  business  houses  in  an  excep- 
tionally flourishing  condition. 
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Freight  Bates. 

Outward-bound  freight  charters  were  quoted  as  follows : 
January,  1016: 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent —  suutogs. 

Sailer 100 

Steamer 125-140 

United  States,  Boston-Galveston — 

Itange  steamer 83-% 

April,  191C: 

Unltetl  Kingdom  and  Continent — 

Sailer 120 

Steamer 140 

United  States,  Boston-Galveston — 

Range  steamer 125 

July,  1916: 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent — 

Sailer 117 

Steamer 145 

United  States,  lioslou-Uaiveston — 

Ilange  steamer 110 

September,  1!»16: 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent  — 

Sailer 130 

Steamer 125 

United  States.  Boston-Galveston — 

Kange  steamer 125-128 

During  the  latter  part  of  September  it  was  reported  that  five 
steamers  were  on  demurrage  on  the  coast,  due  to  scattered  condition 
and  shortness  of  nitrate  stocUs. 

The  Coal  Situation — Consumption  and  Prices. 

On  September  30.  1910,  the,  Chilean  State  Railway's  accepted  the 
off^er  of  Chilean  coal  miners  for  'JoO.OOO  tons  of  coal,  to  be  delivered 
at  various  ports  during  1!)17,  at  an  average  price  of  about  4G  shillings, 
delivered.  The  proportion  of  national  and  foreign  coals,  respec- 
tively, used  by  the  State  liuilways  in  the  years  for  which  the  records 
are  available  was:  1012.  48.51  and  51.49  per  cent;  1913,  45.17  and 
54.83  per  cent:  1914,  15.19  and  84.01  per  cent;  and  1915,  all  the  coal 
used  by  tlie  State  Railways  was  of  local  production.  The  State  Rail- 
ways in  1915  used  S;}0,960  metric  tons  of  coal. 

Consumption  will  no  doubt  be  somewhat  less  in  1916,  as  there 
have  been  curtailments  of  service  on  many  lines  because  of  coal 
shortage.  The  Chilean  State  Railways  during  the  past  year  are  said 
to  have  received  about  20,000  metric  tons  of  American  coal. 

The  Chilean  mines  have  had  an  excellent  market  in  1916  for  their 
coal,  all  of  which  is  consumed  in  Chile  or  sold  for  bunkerage  in 
(Chilean  ports.  Their  deliveries  to  coast  ports,  however,  have  been 
restricted  to  some  extent  by  a  lack  of  carrying  space  on  coast  steam- 
ers, and  because  of  this  restriction  it  is  probable  that  the  production 
for  1916  will  fall  short  of  the  1,500.000  metric  tons  which  it  was  ex- 
pected would  be  mined  and  shipped  this  year. 

Coal  prices  on  the  coast  (for  northern  ports)  have  been  as  follows: 


Kind. 

.Vprll,  1910. 

July,  mi. 

September, 
191^ 

Chilean. 

SkUUtitf. 
S7to  «} 
mto  8$ 
BStolOO 

SUOinn. 
MttoM 
•7  to  72 

satoM 

SiWiu/t. 
SOtoU 

atom 

Australian 

as  to  TO 
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The  decrease  in  the  price  of  American  coal  has  been  directly  due 
to  the  increase  of  cargo  space  offered  by  steamers  bomid  out  to 
Chile  to  load  nitrate.  The  demand  for  coal  in  the  nitrate  fields 
has  also  been  stimulated  by  the  difficulty  which  nitrate  producers 
have  experienced  in  obtaining  fuel  oil  in  sufficient  quantities. 

Coal  brokers'  reports  give  the  imports  of  steam  coal  into  Chile 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  as  follows:  British,  9,260  metric 
tons;  Australian,  68,526  tons;  and  American,  42,125  tons. 

The  United  States  and  the  Import  Trade. 

A  larger  proportion  of  purchasing  has  been  done  in  the  United 
States  during  the  present  year  than  in  any  former  year.  Some  of 
this  new  business  will  no  doubt  be  retained  in  the  future,  but  that 
the  United  States  must  lose  the  greater  part  of  the  Chilean  buying 
now  diverted  to  it  is  evident.  One  reason  for  this  is  that  American 
exporters  have  not  built  up  commercial  machinery  for  the  regular 
handling  of  this  trade,  but  have  left  it  largely  in  foreign  hands. 

Complaints  are  heard  in  this  market  that  American  merchandise 
shipped  is  not  according  to  or  up  to  the  standard  of  the  sample  by 
which  it  was  sold :  that  the  packing  is  inadequate  and  the  documenta- 
tion careless;  and  that  delivery  is  slower  than  from  many  parts  of 
Europe  even  at  the  present  time. 

The  lines  in  regard  to  which  most  frequent  complaints  have  been 
brought  to  this  office  have  been  hosiery,  underwear,  textiles,  dressed 
leather,  dyes,  and  dried  codfish. 

The  following  quotation  is  from  a  letter  just  received  at  thiis 
office,  and  gives  very  definitely  the  ideas  of  a  Chilean  importer  on  ■ 
the  lack  of  proper  attention  to  orders : 

We  refer  to  the  lack  of  proper  attention  given  the  filling  of  orders,  since'  in 
many  cases  they  (the  American  manufacturers)  do  not  send  merchandise  in 
accordance  with  the  sample  offered,  which  occasions  complaints  and  dlssatis-j 
faction  and  which  course  of  action  if  not  corrected  .will  furnish  sufBclent  1 
grounds  for  the  loss  to  North  American  commerce  and  Industry  of  its  influence  | 
in  this  market,  once  that  peace  is  established  and  that  the  commerce  and  in-' 
dustry  of  Europe  have  become  normal.  ( 

FLOATDTG  DET  DOCKS  IN  VALFABAISO  HABBOS. 

[CoDSDl  General  L,  3.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  ChUc,  Not.  7.] 

The  concession  granted  Sr.  Alfredo  Ballivian  (Grimwood)  for 
the  operation  of  two  floating  dry  docks  in  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso 
[see  CoMsaatCB  Reports  for  Nov.  27,  1916]  has  been  revoked  by  a 
decree  dated  November  6, 1916.  The  second  decree  states  that  no  per- 
mission or  concession  of  this  nature  will  be  granted  by  the  Chilean 
Government  except  as  an  award  after  the  receipt  and  examination  of 
public  bids. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUSEATT  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 


•  DISTKICT  OFFICES. 

KEV  TOBK :  Boom  40V,  Caatonhonsr. 

BOSTON:  1801  Caitoakoaie. 

CHICi«0:  sot  Federal  Balldlng. 

ST.  LOVISt  40S  Third  HaUoaal  Baak  Balldlag. 

AthkWtkt  621  Po>t  Offlee  BalldlDg. 

IfEV  OBLUnSi  1020  nibcnla  Bank  Balldlag. 

BAN  FBiNCISCO:  807  Cattomhoaie. 

SKITTLE:  848  Btaij  BaildlBf. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLETEUND:  dumber  of  Commerce. 
CINdSNATl :  Chamber  ot  Commerce. 
CDiCniNiTI:  C,  !r.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  ot  Commerce. 
PHniADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Cooneree. 
CHiTTAKOOeA:  Soith  American  Agent,  Sontk 
era  By.  Co.  • 

POBTLAND,  OBEQ.:  Chamber  ot  Commerce. 
DATTdN:  Greater  Daftoa  AnoclaUon. 
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DEPOBTS  AID  EXFOBTS,  BT  COXJVTBIES,  FOB  OCTOBEB. 

Total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to  each 
of  the  principal  coimtries  during  October  and  the  10  months  ended 
with  October,  1916,  compared  with  corresponding  periods  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  have  just  been  made  public  by  the  Biireau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follows: 


Grand  divisions  and  countries. 


Uonth'of  October- 


IMS 


1»I5 


Ten  months  anded  vttli 
October— 


1916 


191o 


IMPORTS  moM- 


Giand  divisions: 

Europe 

Norlh  America. 
Boiith  America . 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 


I'rincfpal  countries: 

Auslria-HUDgary , 

llelKium 

France , 

(iermany , 

llaiy , 

Netherlands , 

Norway 

I   Kiissia  in  Euro|X! 

Hpoin , 

tiw  oden 

SwitterlanU 

United  Kingdom 

Canafla '. 

Mexico 

Culia 

Ar(!enlina 

nraiil 

Cliiie 

Cliina 

llrllisli  Kust  Indies 

Japan 

Australia  and  Now  Zcaiand.. 

riiilippiiie  Islands 

Egyiit 


EXPORTS  TO— 


Grand  divisions: 

Kuropc 

North  America , 
Houth  America . 

Asia 

OcoaniJ 

Africa 


Total. 


rrlnclpol  countries: 

,\ustria-lluncary .. 

Delnium 

])cnnmrlc 

France 

(iermany 

Greece 

llaiv 

Neliieriamls 

Norway 

Itiissia  in  Kuro|>e  . 

Spain 

8wi*den 

rnHe<l  Kingdom. 

Canada 

Central  America... 

Me.vico 

•       Cuba 

Arfentina 


$u,ae»,3it 

54,133,096 

30,.">.W,650 

i3.3<>3.isa 

3.99i.!!66 

l.'IS4.033 


t43, 832,036 
3S,  672/400 
30.324,717 
29,445,920 
4.S2U,;25 
2,047,tSl 


Total lT8,0iW,-30 


K28, 984,987 
S55,OS7,075 
318. 105,074 
437,2S6,584 
84,190,429 
66,179,249 


>43].173,3S6 

433,!^  S4 

23:).  835, 657 

2l4.S57,4n 

49,404,8aS 

27, 000,  en 


149.172.729 


2,009.83.'!,.'?9S      1.451.267,515 


33,628 

70,373 
,Wr>,007 

»5,4I7 
881,197 
640,  .'iOO 
ti.VJ.583 

27,^1) 
,24H,70J 
700.381 
,935,207 
153,825 
90.%  382 
l>19,797 
,008,357 
401.999 
786,841 
086,522 
^43,010 
086,775 
,485,230 
049, 6£3 
738.961 

41,382 


350,3.'«9,666 
8'<.94«.ft60 
21.481.777 
19.411,121 
8.23.5.882 
4,398,512 


492,813,918 


1. 
6 
81 


^39.871 
027,496 
929,655 


175,595 

181,702 

.5.9M,48S 

2,7«3,-I05 

3,395.255 

l,R7n,l.T7 

o7!.  19) 

4--',il'.« 

1,91(1,223 

l.m.  137 

l,4l'i.S67 

23,2si,  109 

22,09'.M13 

S,7l:i,7« 

8,2K,.:0S 

7,4211.381 

14,9711.111 

1.U2I.II22 

3,  Sill.  132 

10,7.'^1,!)96 

11,441,189 

3,2.>l,(io4 

l,2ir' .'•>67 

4!JC..,i94 


240,104.544 
56,811.080 
12,859,228 
15,677,959 
6,956,332 
3,742,206 


7().t, 


11, 
2.')7, 

l.v;. 


339,152,009 


3 

30, 
9, 

«, 

18, 
6, 

175- 

55, 

i, 

15, 


909,427 
060,754 
960,418 
858,267 
302,998 
436,304 
527,803 
959.679 
347,014 
632,423 
81 S,  153 
868,160 
784,650 


1.024 

1.685.358 

I.  l!.i.?99 

.3.'.j.t7  108 

■2.-W 

2.J7H.678 

:is,i;2.i,751 

l«,lMli,2l5 
^.TW,  in 
11,JV!,0SS 

.'•..oi.vr.i? 

(',.091.  IJB 
ll'1.41'.l.7«) 

3"i..inn.  .^W 

1.  m..v»7 
:;  ^v.,„J5 
'.■.;iv..»|l 
4,842.067 


577,434 
941,956 

91,802,237 
.5,23.5.970 

S1.2i.7.234 

?r  —,-50 

,^.     -     117 
■(, :>'►■.  758 
147 
::rt7 
7-11,245 
7711,305 
fiW.  222 
S,">,e.35,.505 

2i\i'.;!.;37 

!>!'.. fiS2. '04 
1111,,V,0..tp69 
71,213,062 

i;s.4rKS.237 

174, M3. 268 
lis.  73 1.. 575 
52,9>»1.346 
2<1,3>3,576 

2,i,7«.S66 


3. 110.03.5. 857 
•,37.41-3.423 
179.741.81/ 
2S7.359.3T5 
88.062,602 
40,613,198 


4,443,326,271 


61. TH 
22.370.429 
47,430,548 

710,400,313 

1,118,281 

29.854.895 

229,952,602 
90,956,203 
52,828,636 

2<»,0a3.181 

48,S70,165 

39,274,817 

1,557,231,430 

4X2, 489,  STB 
17,867,028 
44;ilKI,484 

UX,I8S,«46 
«,«S1,;96 


4,846,154 

2.082,723 
59. 195. 312 
40.973,088 

41,825,687 

21.836,30 

.5.S92.9B 

1.672.5* 

13,830,937 

!>.  ."51.003 

1.5, 436,  ZQ 

204.S62,8t)7 

I40;(!31,Ifl» 

72,518,2« 

177,OS3.S69 

76,315.321 

93.410,666 

31. (90, 841 

41,758,813 

97.lig,64S 

85,2Io,Kn 

2!J,  103,584 

19,  .568, 375 

16,325,316 


2. 085. 501. 811 
444.527,731 
115.454.423 

I  l.i.  526.019 
77,626.851 
29,0S7,SH 


2, 867, 694,  m 


1M,S25 

1<!.29I.SI7 

e3. 146.453 

4U2.625.5SS 

H.777,s;.H 

23.,Vi«.2W 

221,251,405 

120,  MS,  450 

.36,694,139 

85,749,378 

35,947,450 

73,26o,2B 

IHVS.254.5W 

276,453,48 

30, 116,  SIS 

32,800,430 

73, 12S,40l' 

42,743,967 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


861 


Grand  divisions  and  countries. 


EXTORTS  TO— continued. 

Principal  countries— Continued. 

Brazil 

ChUc 

China 

British  East  Indies 

Japan  

Busslaln  Asia 

Anstralia  and  New  Zealand 

FhUippine  Islands 

Brttl&Afrioo , 


Month  ol  October- 


1»16 


<3, 324, 651 
4,7.17,956 
2,833,067 
2,322,016 
>, 796, 210 
2,865,896 
6,638,971 
1,615,880 
2,394,915 


1915 


Ten  monl;hs  ended  with 
October— 


t2, 
1, 
1, 

i: 

I 


695,219 
846,810 
507,619 
630,926 
323,672 
015,871 
103,490 
778,980 
554,453 


191  i 


<37,882,379 
27,853,213 
25,339,746 
23,351,548 
81,003,567 

132,378,375 
68,523,364 
18,330,315 
25,729,145 


1015 


127,710,900 
13,817,234 
17,043,001 
16,850,645 
36,323,879 
29,597.827 
63,518,063 
23,199,423 
19,650,562 


TBANSFOBTATION  OF  DANOEBOTJS  ABTICLES. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce,  in  Department  Circular  No.  274, 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  dated  November  21,  1916,  entitled 
"  Caution  -and  admonition  to  those  concerned  in  the  transportation 
of  dangerous  or  inflammable  artices,"  addressed  to  masters,  owners, 
and  agents  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  general  cargo, 
and  also  vessels  carrying  passengers  and  cargo,  and  others  concerned, 
calls  attention  to  certain  dangerous  practices  in  the  transportation 
of  dangerous  or  inflammable  articles,  from  which  accidents  have 
resulted,  and  admonishes  and  cautions  all  concerned  regarding  the 
great  care  which  should  be  exercised  by  shippers  and  carriers  in 
packing,  shipping,  and  stowing  inflammable  or  combustible  mate- 
rials, whether  in  restricted  or  exempted  lists  or  not.  The  circular 
states : 

Recent  tlevelopments  while  investigating  casualties  occasioned  by  fire  on 
vessels  at  sea,  and  particularly  on  those  vessels  that  carry  both  cargo  and 
passengers,  lead  the  department  to  issue  this  letter  of  admonition  and  caution 
to  all  concerned  regarding  the  great  care  that  should  be  exercised  by  shippers 
and  carriers  in  packing,  shipping,  and  stowing  infianiniable  or  combustible 
materials,  whether  In  restricted  or  exempted  lists  or  not,  as  It  has  been  most 
clearly  demonstrated  that  fire,  the  most  dreaded  of  all  the  hazards,  can  be 
averted  and  lu-evented  by  the  exercise  of  possible' precautions. 

Destruction  of  Steamer  with  Heavy  loss. 

It  has  been  found  that  roofing  paper,  In  each  roll  of  which  was  a  can  or 
canister  of  paint  with  benzene  as  an  ingredient,  was  carried  in  large  quantities 
In  the  lower  hold  of  a  steamer  which  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing 
a  money  loss  of  nearly  $1,000,000,  but  fortunately  no  loss  of  life. 

Excelsior,  the  Inflniumable  properties  and  dangerous  character  of  which  are 
well  iinown,  Is  carried  under  various  conditions  In  large  quantities  In  the  lower 
holds  of  steamers.  In  contact  or  in  close  proximity  to  other  cargo  easy  of  Igni- 
tion, thereby  setting  up  a  condition  which  at  once  invites  danger  and  possible 
disaster. 

Acids  which  should  be  restricted  to  deck  stowage  have  been  found  in  both 
between  decks  and  lower  hold,  the  serious  consequences  of  which  should  be 
realized  by  ail  who  accept  acids  for  tmnsportation. 

These  are  but  few  of  many  examples  of  dangerous  practices  which  should  be 
promptly  and  permanently  corrected  with  a  firm  determination  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  principle  of  "  safety  first "  at  sea.  This  cautionary  letter  Is  sent  with 
the  sincere  hope  that  the  lessons  taught  by  experience  may  not  be  lost  upon 
those  concerned,  whose  earnest  puriwse  Is  known  to  be  the  promotion  of  safety. 
This,  It  is  believed,  can  be  greatly  enhanced  without  Inconveniencing  or  retard- 
ing commerce  in  any  manner. 
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mpoBTS  nrro  south  afbica. 

IConsiil  John  P.  Bray,  JobannesbnrK,  Oct.  19.] 

A  difference  of  $68,992,716  between  tbe  imports  and  the  exports 
for  the  fii-st  eight  months  of  1916  indicates  to  what  extent  South 
Africa  continues  to  be  an  importing  nation,  while  an  increase  of 
$41,837,490  in  imports  for  the  first  ei^ht  months  over  a  correspond- 
ing period  in  1915  will  reveal  the  mcreased  percentage  of  these 
imports. 

South  Africa  provided  an  increasingly  profitable  market  for  ap- 
parel and  slops  during  the  1916  period.  Tnere  was  a  large  increase 
m  the  imports  of  clocks  and  watches;  but  of  greater  significance 
is  the  rise  in  the  value  of  cotton  manufactures  from  $1,459,995  to 
$2,950,763.  Other  notable  advances  are,  hardware  and  cutlery,  from 
$461,777  to  $722,947;  machinery,  from  $919,909  to  $1,158,324;  oil, 
from  $190,895  to  $421..516;  leather  goods,  from  $430,387  to  $789,365; 
stationery  and  books,  from  $221,843  to  $418,806;  wood  and  timber, 
from  $2t9,370  to  $494,167;  and  woolen  manufactures  increased  by 
$176,104. 

There  were  noticeable  decreases  in  imports  of  eggs  by  nearly 
$92,463  in  value;  meat  imports  dropped  by  1,800,000  pounds  and 
$335,788  in  value.  Imports  of  condensed  milk  were  4,000,000  pounds 
less,  with  a  value  of  $291,990,  while  oatmeal  fell  by  1,600,000  pounds 
and  $61,804  in  value.  Sugar  imports  were  less  by  $58,398.  Butter, 
which  is  now  increasing  in  importance  as  an  export  article,  is  also 
imported,  but  as  compared  with  the  eight  months  of  1915  imports  of 
this  commodity  for  1916  decreased  by  1,350,000  poimds,  vaUied  at 
$382,506. 

GOLD  6TTA£ANTT  FOB  FEBUVIAN  CIBCTJLAB  BANE  CHECKS. 

lOoDBul  Goncral  William  W.  Ilandley,  Callao-Llma.  Nov.  8;  see  also  Commerce  Bepobts 
for  May  8  and  10,  1915,  and  Apr.  22,  1916.] 

A  statement  issued  on  September  30,  1916,  by  the  five  banking  in- 
stitutions of  Lima  (Peru  y  Londres,  Aleman  Transatlantico,  Italiano, 
Popular,  and  Internacional)  shows  in  concise  form  the  present  status 
of  these  banks,  particularly  as  regards  the  distribution  of  the  cir- 
cular bank  checks  issued  in  October,  1914.  This  statement  reveals 
that  the  Banco  Italiano  is  the  first  of  this  group  to  redeem  in  full 
in  gold  coin  its  share  of  the  1914  issue. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  from  now  on  all  these  banks  will  gradu- 
ally increase  their  gold  guaranty,  as  some  of  the  largest  industrial 
companies  of  the  Republic,  the  recently  organized  American  bank, 
and  others  are,  with  the  authority  of  the  Governinent,  importing 
gold  disks  of  the  size  and  weight  of  an  English  pound  sterling  to  \x 
minted  here.  This  gold  readily  finds  its  way  into  circulation,  and 
particularly  to  the  banlis,  which  retain  it  to  augment  their  gold 
guaranty  for  tlie  checks,  and  pay  out  circular  checks  instead.  More- 
oA  er,  circular  checks  and  gold  here  are  now  practically  at  par.  Con- 
sequently, it  is  not  improbable  that  these  circular  checks  will  within 
a  year  be  gunranteed  entirely  by  gold  if  it  is  the  policy  of  the  banks 
to  do  so. 

It  might  be  mentioned,  however,  in  this  connection,  that  despite 
the  large  importations  of  gold  within  the  last  year  there  is  not  much 
of  it  in  actual  circulation. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBiniEirr  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBVCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  oflSces  named,  and  speclflcatlong  can  usually 
1>e  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  he  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  Umtt  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
sbotild  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notion  calling  for 
fatiue  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Opera  chairs.  No.  3853. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Supervising 
Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  22, 
1916,  for  furnishing  and  Installing  opera  chairs  In  the  Interior  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Speclflcatlons  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  officer. 

Telephone  tioitehboards,  No.  3854. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  two  telephone  swltcfiboards.  Drawings 
and  speclflcatlons  may  b«  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Scout  cruitcrt,  No.  3855. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  C,  until  January  3,  1917,  for  constructing  three 
scout  cruisers,  No.  8,  No.  S,  and  No.  4.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  department. 

Post-office  construction,  No.  3856. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  27,  1916,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  post 
office  and  court  house  at  Oklahoma,  Okla.  Drawings  and  specifications  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  ctistodian  at  Oklahoma^  Okla.,  or  nt  the 
Washington  office. 

Bottles,  No.  3857. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  0.,  until  December  20,  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Field  Medical  Supply  Depot,  21  M  Street 
NB.,  Washington,  D.  C,  150  vials  and  16,000  flasks.  Further  Information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Elevators,  No.  3858. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  18,  1916, 
for  two  electric  freight  elevators,  one  each  for  the  new  structural  shops  at 
the  navy  yards,  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the 
commandants  of  the  navy  yards  named. 

Post-offlco  construction.  No.  3859. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the 
Supei-vlslng  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
imtil  December  26,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  iwst  office  at  Mount 
Carmel,  III.  Drawings  and  speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained  on  nppllcittlon 
to  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Mount  Carmel,  111.,  or  at  the  Washington 
office. 

Talfcs,  No.  3860. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  I)eceml)er  11, 
1916,  for  furnishing  400  valves  for  use  on  hydrogen  cylinders.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Turkeys,  No.  3861. — Ronle<l  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  general  depot  of 
the  Quartermaster  (Jorps,  11.5-523  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111.,  until 
December  8,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  frozen  turko.vs.  Further 
information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Cranes,  No.  38C2. — Sealetl  proposnis  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Ynrds 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  I)e<'pnilH>r  20.  lOlG, 
for  furnishing  and  installing  one  80-ton  bridge  crane,  three  15-ton  bridge 
cranes,  twelve  5-ton  wall  cranes,  and  eight  3-ton  wall  cranes,  more  or  le.s.s, 
In  each  of  the 'new  structural  shops  at  the  navy  yards,  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commnndnnts  of  the  navy 
yards  named. 

Message  books,  No.  3863. — Sealed  propo-sals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  December 
11,  1916,  for  furnishing  25,000  field  message  books.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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POBEIGH  TBADE  OPPOETXTNITIES.  - 

Rpserred  addresses  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bar«aa  and  Its  district  oMcea.     Rmueit 
for  cneh  opiwrtunlty  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  •pportamlty  aantber. 

The  Bnrran  does  not  furniDh  rredit  ratlnfcs  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers  ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attach^  -«*l- 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  recetred  by  tbe  Buieau, 

Rushlngs 28178 

Buttons 23179 

Candles 23177 

Cardboard 23179 

Celluloid  articles 23179 

Cellulose 23170 

Cotton  and  linen  cloth 23174 

Ditching  machines 23109 

Enameled  and  tinware 28177 

(Jiass 23177 

Leather 23175 

Machinery 23180 

Machinery,  cotton  spinning 23172 


Matches 23177 

Nails,   chair 28I7S 

Nnts,  corozo 23179 

Paints 2317T 

Paper 28179 

Pipe-organ  supplies 23170 

Photographic  materials 231T1 

Sand,  for  glass  making 281SI 

Shoes 23179 

Soap 23177 

Spices 23177 

Steel-mill  eqnlpment 2S17« 

Wood  pulp 28179 

231G9. — Tlie  representatives  in  tlio  United  States  of  a  firm  In  Argentina  Is  in- 
terested in  machines  for  making  field  trenches  for  Irrigation.    Keference. 

23170.* — A  firm  in  Cnnuda  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  builders  of  pipe  organs 
and  organ  supplies  and  parts.    Reference. 

23171.* — A  commission  mercliaut  lu  Simin  Is  In  the  market  for  photographic 
materials  and  supi)lies.    CJorrespondence  in  English.    Reference. 

23172. — A  c6tton-splnning  cstubllshraent  In  Brazil  desires  catalogues  from 
American  mainifacturers  of  cotton-spinning  machinery  for  the  enlargement 
of  its  plant. 

23173.* — A  firm  in  the  Unltetl  Kingdom  Is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  sole  agency 
for  an  American  manufacturer  of  chair  nails.  The  patterns  particularly 
requiretl  are  those  with  various  shapes  of  lieads,  fitted  with  ssplit  i>egs, 
tliough  tlie  Arm  states  it  can  sell  those  willi  single  shanks  as  well. 

23174. t — A  firm  in  France  wislies  to  enter  Intr  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
ran  manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  I'igli-gi-ade  cotton  and  linen  clotlu 
Reference.     Correspondence  in  Frencii. 

23175.* — A  shoe  raanufaotui'er  in  a  foreign  colonial  possession  Is  in  the  market 
for  glace  kid  and  i>atent  leathers  for  dress  shoes.  I'resent  purclin!*s 
about  $2,500  a  mouth.    Reference. 

23170* — An  iron  and  steel  mill  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  materials  for 
steel  furnaces  and  rolling  mills,  such  as  furnace  parts,  clay  lined  ladles, 
rolling  mill  engines,  ore  buckets,  tanks,  molds,  etc.  Correspondence  in 
Spauish  or  French.    References. 

23177. — A  merchant  in  nortliern  Africa  wishes  to  enter  into  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tinware,  enameled 
ware,  unsconted  soai>,  matches,  candles,  spices,  paints,  and  glass. 

23178.* — A  hardware  firm  in  Central  America  desires  to  purchase  from  300 
to  400  pairs  of  cart-wheel  bushings,  made  of  cast  steel.  A  sketch  showing 
details  of  the  bushing  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
ofliees.  (Refer  to  file  No.  81656.)  Correspondence  in  Knglish.  Refer- 
ences. 

23179.* — A  firm  of  importers  in  Italy  is  in  the  market  for  wood  pulp,  cellulose, 
cardboard,  wrapping  paper,  packing  paper,  corozo  nuts,  celluloid  articl»«, 
buttons,  and  slioes  for  women  and  children.  CorresiHjndeiice  in  Knglisli. 
References. 

23180.* — A  firm  of  manufacturers  in  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  machinery  for 
inauufacturing  braids  and  cables  of  manila  hemp.  Correspondence  in 
Knglish.     References. 

23181. — A  firm  in  Canada  desir(>s  to  communicate  with  shippers  lu  the  railed 
States  of  .sand  for  the  manufacture  of  glass. 
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A  USE  EXAMPLE  OF  COOPEBATIVE  THBHT. 

In  view  of  the  marked  increase  in  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  paper 
the  Department  of  Commerce  again  calls  attention  to  the  importance 
of  saving  rags,  old  papers  of  every  klAd,  and  all  other  available 
paper-making  material.  It  has  published  a  pamphlet  upon  the 
subject  entitled  "  Saving  of  waste-paper  material,"  which  is  available 
upon  request  to  all  who  wish  it. 

An  interesting  and  valuable  experiment  has  been  worked  out  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  which  is  commended  to  the  attention  of  the 
newspaper  press  and  the  school  authorities  all  over  the  country. 
iWith  the  efficient  cooperation  of  a  prominent  Washington  news- 

Eaper  the  school  children  in  the  city  have  saved  since  the  fall  term 
Bgan  over  150  tons  of  old  newspapers,  for  whicli  a  sum  in  excess  of 
$2,000  has  been  realized,  which  will  be  devoted  to  the  children's 
playgrounds.  It  is  at  once  interesting  and  instructive  to  reflect 
upon  the  saving  that  would  have  been  made  had  the  children  of 
other  cities  generally  throughout  the  country  been  equally  inspired 
and  efficient. 

It  is  not  too  late.  If  the  fine  example  that  has  been  set  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  press  and  the  public  schools  shall  spread  through- 
out the  land,  the  saving  will  amount  not  to  thousands  alone  in  value 
but  to  millions.  The  movement  in  Washington  is  not  concluded. 
It  is  stiU  progressing  with  vigor.  Its  success  should  commend  it 
to  the  press  oi  the  country,  who  can  show  their  appreciation  both 
of  a  public  need  and  of  the  fine  example  set  by  one  of  their  own 
profession  by  cooperating  in  the  same  good  work. 

William  C.  Redfield,  Secretary. 

CONSIGNMENT  OF  STABCHES  TO  NOBWAY. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Dec.  2.] 

Blockade  authorities  announce  that  restrictions  on  importation  of 
starches  into  Norway  have  been  canceled.  Consideration  will  be 
given  in  future  to  applications  for  licensed  to  export  certain  quantities 
of  starches  to  Norway,  provided  they  are  consigned  to  the  Norwegian 
•Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  and  that  applications  are  supported 
by  certificates  issued  in  favor  of  the  importers  by  that  association. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  BBITISH  COITTIlABAin)  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Vice  Consul,  London,  Nov.  25.] 

The  following  articles  are  declared  absolute  contraband  as  from 
No\embei'  23 :  Diamonds  suitable  for  industrial  purposes ;  silk  in  all 
forms  and  manufactures  thereof;  silk  cocoons;  artificial  silk  and 
manufactures  thereof;  quillaia  bark;  zirconium,  cerium,  thorium,  and 
r.lloys  and  compounds  thereof;  zirconia;  and  monazite  sand.  In  the 
list  of  absolute  contraband  for  the  item  "  Gold,  silver,  and  paper 
money,  etc.,"  substitute  "Gold,  silver,  and  paper  money,  securities, 
negotiable  instruments,  checks,  drafts,  orders,  warrants,  coupons, 
letters  of  credit,  delegation,  or  advice,  credit  and  debit  notes  or  other 
documents  which  in  themselves,  or  if  completed  or  if  acted  upon  by 
recipient,  authorize,  confirm,  Or  give  effect  to  the  transfer  of  money, 
credit,  or  securities."  The  following  articles  are  declared  conditional 
contraband :  Sponges,  raw  and  prepared ;  glue,  gelatine,  and  sub- 
stances used  in  the  manufacture  thereof ;  empty  barrels  and  casks  of 
all  kinds  and  their  component  parts. 

[The  Foreign  Office  has  stated  tha|t  In  actual  practice  no  distinction  between 
iib.solute  and  conditional  contraband  is  recognlze<l.  (See  Commebce  Bepokts 
for  Apr.  24.)  The  French  Government  has  made  similar  changes  in  the  French 
contraband  list,  according  to  a  cablegram  received  from  the  American  consul 
Keneral  in  Paris.] 

KESTEICTIONS  ON  GOODS  FOB  NETHERLANDS  AND  HOEWAT. 

[Cableeram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Deo.  2.] 

Blockade  restrictions  on  exports  of  pitch  to  the  Netherlands  and 
Norway  are  canceled  and  consideration  will  again  be  given  to  grant- 
ing of  licenses  for  exportation  of  reasonable  quantities  to  these 
countries.  Restrictions  on  exportation  of  beef  casings  and  coffee  to 
Norway  are  canceled  and  consideration  will  be  given  to  applica- 
tions to  export  certain  quantities,  provided  that  beef  casings  are 
consigned  to  Norwegian  Wholesale  Provision  Merchants'  Associa- 
tion and  coffee  to  Norwegian  Wholesale  Grocei-s'  Association  and 
that  applications  are  supported  by  certificates  from  the  associations. 
The  restriction  on  sheepskins  consigned  to  the  Netherlands  is  now 
limited  to  sheepskins  proper,  but  as  applied  to  Nbrway  includes  also 
pelts,  goat  and  kid  sidns,  bookbinding  leather,  chamois,  glace  kid, 
morocco,  persians,  roans,  basils,  box  calf,  and  pickled  grains,  and 
fleshers. 

INSIDE-EOTTTE  PILOT,  NEW  YOEZ  TO  KEY  WEST. 

The  Inside-Route  Pilot,  New  York  to  Key  West,  third  edition,  has 
been  issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The 
volume  covers  the  inland  water  route  from  New  York  to  Beaufort 
entrance  and  New  River  Inlet,  N.  C,  the  seacoast  and  inlets  between 
Beaufort  entrance  and  Winyah  Bay,  S.  C,  and  the  inland  water 
route  from  Winyah  Bay  to  Key  West,  Fla.  It  is  based  upon  surveys 
by  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  and  United  States  Engineei-s,  and  a 
special  examination  by  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  in  1916.  Ac- 
companying charts  show  the  tlirough  routes  that  are  practicable  for 
small  vessels.  The  aids  to  navigation  are  corrected  to  September  15, 
1916.  Copies  of  the  publication  may  be  obtained  at  20  cents  each 
from  suboffices  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
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STTGAR  SITITATION  IN  FAE  EAST. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Ilongkong,  British  China,  Oct  23.] 

Present  indications  are  that  the  shortage  of  the  sugar-beet  crop  in 
Hussia  is  to  save  the  sugar  interests  of  the  Far  East  from  a  very  pre- 
carious situation.  For  some  months  sugar  prices  all  over  the  Far 
East,  and  particularly  in  Hongkong,  have  been  steadih'  declining. 
Unrest  in  China  has  reduced  the  demand  for  the  refined  product, 
while  at  the  same  time  two  large  new  refineries  have  been  opened 
in  Japan  for  refining  Formosan  sugar,  and  the  current  crop  of  sugar 
in  Formosa  is  reported  as  unusually  large.  Stocks  of  raw  and  low- 
grade  sugars  in  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  have  been  increasing  from 
month  to  month  while  prices  have  dropped  in  corresponding  degree. 

The  announcement  that  the  Russia  (government  is  coming  into  the 
Far  Eastern  market  for  supplies  of  sugar  led  to  a  boom  in  Hongkong 
refinery  stocks,  the  shares  of  one  re&iery  advancing  about  10  per 
cent  in  value  in  the  past  five  days.  The  only  question  in  the  situa- 
tion seems  to  be  as  to  how  much  sugar  the  Russian  Government  plans 
to  purchase  here.  Orders  for  about  10,000  tons  have  been  placed 
tentatively  at  $12.60  local  currency  per  picul,  or  about  $0.05  gold  per 
pound,  f.  o.  b.  Hongkong  for  shipment  to  Vladivostok.  A  special 
lot  of  2,500  piculs  (some  165  short  tons)  of  high-grade  sugar  has  been 
sold  for  this  trade  at  $15  local  currency  per  picul,  or  about  $0.06  gold 
per  pound. 

In  spite  of  the  prospective  demand  for  the  output  of  the  Hong- 
kong refineries  prices  have  been  advanced  but  little,  as  purchases 
have  been  made  largely  on  contract.  Of  the  sugar  above  mentioned 
about  one- fourth  came  in  the  raw  state  from  the  Philippines,  the  rest 
coming  from  Java. 

COHUEBCIAL  EDUCATION  IN  SPAIN. 

[Tlce  Connsnl  Harris  N.  Cooklngham,  Barcelona.] 

In  answer  to  an  inquinr  from  the  United  States  regarding  the 
educational  advantages  offered  in  Barcelona  for  one  who  desires  to 
study  here  for  a  commercial  career,  there  is  a  school  of  commerce 
called  the  "  Escuela  Superior  de  Comercio "  or  "  Escuela  Especial 
de  Intendentes  Mercantiles,"  where  practical  studies  may  be  pursued. 
This  school,  like  that  at  Madrid,  of  which  it  is  a  branch,  is  controlled 
by  the  national  Government  and  maintained  in  part  by  the  munic- 
ipality. There  is  accordingly  no  fee  for  tuition,  but  small  charges 
are  made  for  matriculation,  laboratory  breakage,  and  right  to  exami- 
nation. 

As  to  the  living  expenses  in  Barcelona,  these  depend  largely  upon 
the  individual  taste  of  the  student.  In  this  city  the  Agenda  Inter- 
na clonal,  Puertaferrisa  23, 2".  2*.,  procures  rooms  and  board  in  private 
houses  for  students  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  educa- 
tional privileges  of  Barcelona,  and  in  Madrid  the  "Junta  para 
Ampliaci6n  de  Estudios  en  el  Extranjero,"  Eesidencia  de  Estudiantes, 
performs  a  somewhat  similar  service  in  procuring  or  providing  ac- 
commodations for  students  there.  The  requirements  of  the  Barcelona 
and  Madrid  institutions  are  practically  uniform.  The  latter  city, 
however,  offers  certain  advantages  of  living  and  surroundings  that 
Barcelona  lacks. 
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FBOPOSED  BAHWAYS  IN  hahchttbia. 

[Consul  C.  K.  Moscr,  Uarbln,  Cbina ;  translation  and  summary  from  Ilarblnskl  Vyestntk, 

Sept  22.] 

With  the  assistance  of  foreign  engineers,  the  Chinese  have  sur- 
veyed several  projected  railways  in  northern  Manchuria,  including 
the  Tsitsihar-Mergen-Sakhalin  and  the  Haibin-Hailusien-Merjjen- 
Sakhalin  railroads.  The  first  section,  the  branch  line  from  Tsitsihar 
to  Mergen,  covers  240  versts  (159  miles).  The  second  section,  or 
main  line,  from  Harbin  to  Sakhalin,  covers  700  versts  (464  miles), 
as  follows:  From  the  shipj-ards  opposite  Harbin  to  Hulanchen,  20 
versts;  Hulanchen  to  Suihaisien,  80  versts;  Suihaisien  to  Hailusien, 
105  versts ;  Hailusien  to  Erkeshan,  90  versts ;  Erkeshan  to  Dedur,  50 
versts;  Dedur  to  Mergen,  125  vei-sts;  ilergen  to  Sakhalin,  230  vei-sts. 
Two  Branches  from  Harbin. 

The  second  section  has  two  branches :  The  first  direct  from  Harbin, 
and  the  second  from  Harbin  -through  Lansiensien-Tsingansien- 
Baitsuansien,  district  Manai-gun-Mergen  to  Sahaliang,  •  which  is 
shorter  by  70  versts  (46  miles)  than  the  line  through  Suihaisien, 
Hailusien,  Erkeshan,  Dedur,  and  Mergen  to  Sakhalin.  The  hne 
through  Lansiensien  and  farther  does  not  coincide  with  the  interests 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  because  from  Bai-tsuiansien  a  large 
part  will  be  parallel  to  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  at  stations 
Duichinshan,  Mangou  Sun,  and  Anda,  and  will  at  the  same  time  go 
aroimd  the  rich  Tunken  region  (Hailusien),  and  especially  the  newly 
settled  districts  of  Tunbeisien,  Uyounichien,  and  Luimingsien. 

Excavation  and  Construction  Work  Required. 

The  country  through  which  the  projected  Tsitsihar-Mergen- 
Sakhalin  line  will  run  is  a  plain  from  Tsitsihar  to  the  village  of 
Sinanlin,  at  the  foot  of  the  Lattle  Hingan  range,  and  is  mountainous 
from  Sinanlin  to  Sakhalin  (80  miles).  In  the  level  secticm  the  line 
follows  the  present  Tsitsihar-Aigun  road.  On  this  division  it  will 
be  necessary  to  build  three  large  bridges:  One  over  the  Uirgol  (Huy- 
ouerhe)  River,  spanning  140  feet,  and  two  over  the  Huelerhe  River, 
spanning  350  feet  and  140  feet,  respectively.  The  soil  is  generally 
clay,  but  stony  toward  the  end  of  the  division.  The  excavation  work, 
it  is  calculated,  will  amount  to  not  more  than  21,000  cubic  feet  per 
verst  (31,700  cubic  feet  per  mile). 

On  the  second  division  from  the  village  of  Sinanlin  the  rise  is  980 
feet  in  20  versts  (about  74  feet  per  mile) .  Afterwards  there  is  » 
drop  of  almost  the  same  distance  to  the  village  6f  Erkzan.  On  this 
division  four  bridges  must  be  built  spanning  from  140  to  210  feet 
over  the  Lanchanke,  Kumurhe,  Shenke,  and  Ehe  Rivers.  In  this 
division  are  found  rubble,  common  soil,  and  cliffs.  The  average 
excavation  is  calculated  to  be  up  to  3,500  cubic  feet  per  verst  (about 
5,300  cubic  feet  per  mile). 

For  the  drainage  of  rain  water  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  small 
bridges  and  culverts  spanning  in  all  350  feet,  and  to  protect  the 
embankments  from  Avashouts  it  will  be  necessary  to  dig  about  100 
versts  (66  miles)  of  hill  canals  (excavation  3,500  cubic  feet  per 
verst) . 
Cost  of  Constrnction. 

Under  such  conditions,  according  to  the  preliminary  calculations, 
the  cost  of  building  the  new  railway  will  be  30,000  to  40,000  rubles 
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per  verst  ($23,300  to  $31,100  per  mile  at  the  normal  exchange  rate 
of  $0,515  to  the  ruble).  The  Chinese  Government  has  decided  to 
arrange  so  that  the  right  of  way  be  obtained  free,  by  allowing  the 
owners  of  land  along  the  proposed  railway  to  receive  in  another 
place  twice  the  area  taken  for  the  railway.  This  will  be  a  great 
saving  because  along  the  line  for  a  distance  of  200  to  230  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Hailusien  the  country  is  densely  settled. 


JAPAN'S  IMFOBTS  OF  AUEBICAN  WHEAT  CUBTAILED. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  Not.  8.] 

Japanese  dealers  are  not  importing  much  flour  from  America  at 
present,  because  the  war  has  made  the  price  almost  prohibitive. 

Before  the  war  Japanese  dealers  used  the  cheaper  grades  of  Ameri- 
can flour  to  blend  with  the  coarser  Manchurian  products.  The 
bakers  made  the  dough  in  batches  weighing  three  pounds.  After 
baking  the  bread  loses  2  ounces,  but  is  retailed  at  a  price  of  8  to 
10  sen  per  pound  (4  to  5  cents).  It  is  usually  sold  in  half-pound 
loaves. 

The  Japanese  are  not  great  bread  eaters  on  account  of  their  dis- 
like of  butter,  but  by  degrees  the  consumption  is  increasing,  as  their 
children  are  being  tau^t  to  eat  bread  after  it  has  been  slightly 
sweetened  with  a  coating  of  sirup. 

irnnsiial  Situation  in  Japan's  Wheat  Market. 

The  Japan  Times,  in  an  article  published  on  this  date,  states  re- 
garding the  wheat  trade : 

A  strange  situation  is  being  created  in  tlie  wlieat  market  in  Japan,  owing  to 
the  poor  wheat  crop  in  the  United  States  this  year.  Japan,  which  has  been 
importing  no  small  amount  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  every  year  thus  far,  is 
now  at>out  to  export  her  produce  to  America. 

Several  days  ago  actual  arrangements  were  made  for  the  export  of  South 
Manchuria  wheat  to  Seattle  and  Portland  by  the  Mitsui  BuBsan  Kaisha  and  the 
Abeko  Shoteu  through  some  American  agents  who  have  been  very  active  at 
Kobe  for  some  time  past.  The  total  volume  of  business  at  the  time  was  only 
2,500  tons.  But  now  It  Is  reported  that  Messrs.  Suzuki  &  Ck>.,  of  Kobe,  have 
arranged  a  contract  with  a  certain  American  agent  for  the  export  of  Japanese 
wheat  to  the  extent  of  500  tons  at  6.25  yen  per  plcul  ($0,023  per  pound).  This 
condition  has  been  brought  about  by  the  scarcity  of  wheat  In  America  this  year. 

Japan  used  to  Import  10,000,000  yen  ($4,985,000)  worth  of  wheat  and  flour 
every  year  from  the  United  States  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war  In 
Europe,  and  even  after  the  Importation  on  a  wholesale  scale  was  stopped,  some 
amount  of  trade  has  been  continued.    But  now  the  tables  have  been  turned. 

Naturally  this  change  In  the  situation  has  brought  about  a  great  boom  in 
wheat  In  Japan.  At  Kobe,  which  Is  now  the  principal  wheat-exporting  port, 
14.20  yen  is  the  standard  price  for  Japanese  wheat,  which  Is  4  yen  nljove  the 
Inst  hipliest  recorded  between  the  old  and  the  new  season  this  year.  However, 
South  Miinchurla  wheat  Is  still  comparatively  cheap  and  available  for  export, 
and,  it  Is  believed.  In  the  latter  product  more  business  may  be  arranged. 

A  most  beneficial  effect  has  been  produced  by  the  poor  wheat  crop  In  the 
United  States  on  Japan's  flour  market.  Since  last  month  more  tlian  100,000 
sacks  of  wheat  flour  have  already  been  exportetl  from  Kobe  to  London,  with 
British  agents  still  buying  actively.  Indeed,  they  are  intensifying  their  pur- 
chasing activities  at  Kobe  and  elsewhere,  and  according  to  a  fairly  trustworthy 
report  contracts  for  500,000  sacks  more  have  been  recently  arranged  by  the 
Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  Suzuki  &  C^.,  the  Masudaya  Shotcn,  and  Yuasn  &  Co. 
with  British  agents.  Prices  In  these  circumstances  are  .going  up  almost  daily, 
and  it  is  even  beUeve<l  that  It  will  not  be  long  before  medium  grades  will 
reach  a  level  of  3  yen  per  sack. 
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COSTA  BICA  dBJiirrS  COHCESSION  IN  TXmTU:  HTDITSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  Albert  B.  PuUen,  Port  Umon,  Nov.  13.] 

A  concession  has  been  granted  to  Maduro  &  Sons,  of  Port  Limon, 
by  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica,  for  the  privilege  of  exploiting 
turtle  along  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Costa  Rica.  A  translation  of  the 
Government  document  gives  the  following  details : 

1.  The  Government  of  Costa  Rica,  hereinafter  called  the  "  Government,"  con- 
cedes to  Maduro  &  Sons,  hereinafter  called  the  "  fli-ni,"  the  privilege  of  exploit- 
ing the  fishing  of  turtle  along  the  beaches  and  waters  of  the  Atlantic  littoral 
during  a  period  of  five  years,  counted  from  tlie  date  on  which  the  law  approvtag 
this  contract  may  be  published  in  the  Official  Gazette,  in  consideration  of  tht 
payment  of  a  tax  of  3,000  colones  ($1,400  United  States  gold)  per  annum. 

2.  The  firm  agrees  to  pay  tlie  taxes  In  advance.  Failure  to  comply  with  this 
requirement  will  authorize  tlie  Government  to  cancel  the  present  agreement 

Oasoline  Craft  ICay  he  Used  by  Oovemment. 

3.  The  firm  agrees  to  have  at  least  one  gasoline  craft  which,  In  its  regular 
trips,  may  be  used  by  the  Government  for  revenue  and  postal  services.  This 
boat,  whenever  necessary,  shall  lend  national  craft  auy  assistance  required. 
.4.11  these  services  are  to  be  rendered  free  of  charge. 

4.  The  firm  agrees  to  build  a  pen  for  a  turtle  hatchery,  and  to  turn  the 
hatchery  Over  to  the  Government  at  the  expiration  or  cancellation  of  this  cod- 
tract  without  exacting  any  indemnity  wlmtsoever. 

5.  This  contract  can  not  be  transferred  to  another  company  or  person  without 
the  consent  of  the  Government,  and  In  no  way  can  the  firm  resort  to  diplomatic 
means  for  the  settlement  of  matters  .connected  with  this  business. 

The  turtles  are  captured  about  30  miles  from  Port  Limon,  at  Tor- 
tuguero.  The  method  of  capture  is  unique.  From  the  middle -of 
June  to  the  middle  of  September,  0,000  or  7,000  female  turtles,  weigh- 
ing from  200  to  300  pounds  each,  crawl,  dufing  the  night,  along  the 
beach  of  Tortuguero  to  lay  their  eggs.  Each  turtle  lays  approxi- 
mately 1,000  eggs  per  annum. 

Turtles  Canght  by  Men  Stationed  Along  Beach. 

Men  with  lanterns  are  stationed  along  the  beach  to  watch  for  the 
coming  of  the  turtles.  After  allowing  them  to  lay  eggs,  they  catch 
the  turtles  and  turn  them  on  their  backs.  Once  on  their  backs,  they 
can  not  turn  over,  and  are  left  imtil  morning. 

A  schooner  is  anchored  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore.  It  can 
not  come  close  in  on  account  of  the  rough  sea;  neither  can  a  canoe 
be  controlled  sufficiently  to  handle  these  large  turtles.  Two  turtles 
are  roped  together,  and  a  buoy  is  attached.  Secured  in  this  manner, 
they  are  allowed  to  go  to  sea.  The  two  large  turtles,  fastened  to- 
gether and  pulling  against  one  another,  usually  drift  straight  out  to 
sea.  When  sufficiently  far  out,<  the  buoy  is  picked  up  by  a  boat  and 
taken  alongside  the  schooner.  The  turtles  are  lifted  into  the 
schooner  by  means  of  a  tackle. 

After  they  have  been  brought  to  Port  Limon  they  are  put  into 
crawls,  150  feet  long  by  50  feet  wide,  located  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Limoncito  River.  From  the  crawls  they  arc  loaded  on  board  the 
large  steamers  and  shipped  to  the  markets. 

Tew  Shipped  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  1,000  of  these  huge  turtles  have 
been  shipped  to  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  accom- 
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modations  on  steamers.     Weekly  shipments  are  made  to  Colon, 
Panama,  and  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Kecently  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  an  American  firm 
and  Maduro  &  Sons,  of  Port  Limon,  whereby  the  former  company 
agreed  to  buy  all  turtles  available,  to  be  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
Two  small  shipments  already  have  been  made. 


OYSTEE  CITLTIVATION  BEGUN  IN  NEW  BEUNSWICZ. 

[Consul  E.  Ternc  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  22.] 

An  attempt,  said  to  be  the  first  in  New  Brunswick,  to  cultivate 
oysters  on  a  large  scale  was  inaugurated  about  three  years  ago  by 
a  small  group  of  local  capitalists,  who  formed  a  company  with  head- 
quarters at  Great  Shemogue,  in  this  Province.  Already  they  have 
invested  approximately  $30,000.  The  company  holds  under  Gov- 
ernment lease  four  areas  of  beds,  three  in  New  Brimswick — at  Great 
Shemogue,  200  acres;  at  Little  Shemogue,  50  acres;  and  at  Port 
£lj^n,  150  acres — and  one  of  300  acres  at  Kiver  John,  Nova  Scotia. 

The  first  recovery  from  these  areas  was  made  recently  when  100 
barrels  of  oysters  were  raked  at  Great  Shemogue.  In  another  year 
it  is  anticipated  that  a  yield  of  1,000  to  2,000  barrels  can  be  taken 
without  risk  of  damage  to  the  beds. 

The  company  now  employs  about  50  men  in  all  departments.  It 
owns  a  steamer,  which  is  used  for  bringing  seed  oysters  from 
Richibucto  and  also  in  distributing  the  cultch — ^the  shells  and  kin- 
dred materials  upon  which  the  y6ung  oyster  fastens  and  remains 
imtil  removed  at  maturity.  This  craft  has  a  keel  length  of  more 
than  60  feet  and  cost  $8,000.  The  company  also  owns  and  operates 
a  gasoline  launch  and  a  fleet  of  small  boats. 
Canningr  Operations  Not  7et  Serlo-asly  Considered. 

The  question  of  establisliing  an  oyster  cannery  has  not  yet  en- 
gaged the  serious  attention  of  the  company.  Its  representatives, 
however,  have  visited  canneries  in  the  United  States  and  have  made 
themselves  familiar  with  the  requirements  of  such  establishments. 
One  of  the  directors  intimates  that,  whereas  the  large  cities  of 
Canada  now  offer  for  oysters  in  the  shell  excellent  markets,  which 
are  conveniently  accessible  on  account  of  the  periodical  service  of 
insulated  cars  provided  by  the  railroads,  a  source  of  profit  may  sub- 
sequently be  found  in  canning  for  export. 


EELUCED  EAINFALL  IN  NEW  BETINSWICK. 

[Consnl  E.  Terne  Blcliardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  25.] 

According  to  a  statement  just  made  by  the  city  engineer  of 
Moncton,  the  year  1916  has  so  far  developed  the  lowest  rainfall 
record  for  the  past  18  years,  during  which  the  average  precipita- 
tion, which  includes  rain  and  melted  snow  (10  inches  of  snow  being 
rated  as  equal  to  1  inch  of  rain),  has  been  36  inches.  The  first  10 
months  of  1916  show  a  total  precipitation  of  but  22  inches.  There 
has  been  practically  no  rain  since  July  last  in  this  vicinity. 
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AaBICULTUBAL  COHDITIOirS  DT  ALBEBTA. 

[Vice  Consul  George  E.  Bell,  Calgary.  Alberta,  Canada,  Nov.  24.] 

In  common  with  the  entire  North  American  continent,  western 
Canada  has  found  the  year  1916  less  favorable  for  the  production  of 
big  crops  than  was  1915,  resulting  in  a  smaller  yield  per  acre  and 
reduced  grade  of  grain  in  certain  localities ;  but  the  receipts  at  termi- 
nal points  show  that  most  of  the  high-grade  grain  from  Canada  is 
coming  from  the  Calgary  consular  district  Large  quantities  of 
"lower  than  contract"  grain  are  being  shipped  from  northern 
Alberta,  but  nearly  all  of  the  southern  Alberta  wheat  is  No.  1, 2,  or 
3,  with  the  bulk  being  of  the  first  two  grades.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  varieties  grown  in  Alberta  are  not  usually  classed  as  the 
hardest  of  wheats,  though  the  "  No.  1  northern  "  of  this  Province  vies 
with  the  "  No.  1  hard "  of  Manitoba  not  only  in  price  but  also  in 
milling  quality. 

Car  Shortage — Financial  Beturns. 

The  elevators  of  the  Province  are  filled  to  capacity,  and  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  cars  to  move  the  grain.  It  is  gathered  from  press 
reports  that  the  car  shortage  in  the  United  States  has  caused  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  Canadian  Northern  Railways  to  place  an  em- 
bargo upon  the  sending  of  their  cars  across  the  line  into  the  United 
States,  on  account  of  their  being  detained  there  for  the  reason  that 
the  American  roads  would  rather  pay  a  demurrage  charge  than  re- 
turn the  cars,  car  space  being  worth  more  at  this  congested  stage 
than  the  cost  of  holding.  The  railway  commission  has  taken  the 
matter  up,  but  it  is  improbable  that  much  can  be  done  by  the  com- 
mission, as  without  doubt  the  railway  officials  are  doing  everything 
humanly  possible  to  alleviate  the  condition. 

The  financial  returns  of  the  crops  have  been  greater  this  year  than 
ever  before.  A  wheat  crop  at  present  figures  would  pay  the. farmer, 
even  supposing  he  had  only  an  average  of  16  bushels  per  acre,  over 
$30  per  acre.  A  large  number  are  receiving  $50  per  acre,  some  have 
received  $75,  and  a  few  even  more  than  that.  What  is  believed  to 
be  a  world's  record  in  wheat  production  is  established  by  the  Crow- 
foot farm  in  the  Calgary  district.  In  a  sworn  affidavit  it  is  stated 
that  the  yield  for  a  1,020-acre  field  was  55,777  bushels,  making 
an  average  of  54.68  bushels  per  acre.  The  Nobleford  farm  of  this 
Province  ran  a  close  second  to  this  record,  with  a  yield  of  54.33 
bushels  per  acre  for  a  1,000-acre  field. 

Reports  received  by  the  Alberta  Provincial  Department  of  Agri- 
culture show  that  there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  acreage  in  Alberta 
summer-fallowed  this  year — about  25  per  cent  more  than  last  year. 
This  insures  a  large  acreage  for  next  year's  crop. 

Boot  Crops — Liye-Stock  Industry. 

The  raising  of  root  crops  is  increasing  among  those  engaged  in 
dairy  and  general  live-stock  work,  and  Alberta  has  begun  to  export 

Potatoes  and  various  roots  instead  of  importing  them,  as  heretofore, 
he  acreage  and  yield  for  Alberta  in  1916  are  given  as:  Potatoes, 
8,000,000  bushels  from  46,000  acres;  turnips,  3,500,000  bushels  from 
16,500  acres;  carrots,  600,000  bushels  from  3,000  acres;  mangolds, 
800,000  bushels  from  4,000  acres. 
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The  sheep  industry  is  being  successfully  introduced  into  Alberta. 
At  a  recent  auction  3,426  sheep  were  sold,  the  proceeds  amoimting  to 
nearly  $30,000.  The  1916  wool  clip  of  the  Province  is  placed  at 
1,921,860  pounds,  and  is  said  to  have  brought  in  about  $561,000. 

All  live  stock  is  in  good  condition;  no  epidemics  have  occurred 
and  there  has  been  less  disease  of  other  kinds  than  usual.  Breeding 
stock  is  in  strong  demand.  The  live-stock  report  for  1916  in  Alberta 
is  as  follows:  Horses,  621,200;  swine,  440,310;  sheep,  539,100;  dairy 
cows,  215,033;  other  cows,  179,200;  beef  cattle,  209,615;  other  cattle, 
546,176. 

The  prosperit.v  of  the  Alberta  farmers  has  had  the  effect  of  stim- 
ulating business  in  the  urban  districts,  and  merchants  report  a  steady 
increase  in  their  sales.  Bank  clearings  have  been  increasing  weekly, 
and  for  the  week  ended  November  23  Calgary  stood  fourth  among 
Canadian  cities  in  the  amount  of  clearings. 


TESTS  CONDUCTED  BT  BUBEATT  OF  STANDABDS. 

Tests  of  materials  and  products  representing  a  wide  range  of  indus- 
trial processes  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  recent  activities  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  Engineering  instruments, 
iron  pipe,  and  railroad  track  scales  were  among  the  subjects  of  such' 
tests. 

The  bureau  has  received  many  requests  for  the  testing  of  iron  pipe. 
There  are  no  machines  in  this  locality  for  the  complete  testing  of 
pipe  except  those  owned  by  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation. 
There  are,  however,  in  this  vicinity  and  through  the  country  many 
smaller  iAdependent  pipe-manufacturing  corporations.  It  is  from 
these  that  requests  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  for  both 
hydraulic  and  either  tension  or  compression  tests.  Owing  to  lack  of 
facilities  the  bureau  at  first  referred  corporations  which  desired  to 
have  certain  tests  made  to  a  commercial  testing  laboratory.  The 
latter,  however,  found  on  attempting  the  work  that  its  machine  was 
not  of  sufficient  capacity,  and  as  a  consequence  the  bureau  did  the 
work.  An  important  test  was  that  of  two  pieces  of  6-inch  flanged 
iron  pipe  in  tension. 
Interest  in  Construction  and  Accuracy  of  Oange. 

A  3,000-pound  gauge  to  be  used  by  the  United  States  Gauge  Co. 
as  a  test  gauge  was  calibrated  by  the  bureau  at  60  points  of  its  scale. 
Twenty-one  current  meters  were  rated  during  the  month.  Thirteen 
of  these  instruments  were  for  the  use  of  engineers  outside  of  the  Gov- 
ernment service.  A  test-pressure  gauge  of  unusual  interest  because 
of  its  construction  and  accuracy  was  calibrated  for  the  makers. 
This  gauge  was  of  the  differential  piston  type  using  mercury,  de- 
signed for  pressures  up  to  10,000  pounds  per  square  inch,  graduated 
to  10  pouncls.  and  could  be  read  to  5  pounds. 

Three  10,000-pound-pressure  gauges  were  tested  for  a  large  steel 
company.  Twelve  relief  valves  for  testing  fire  hose  and  12  air  gauges 
and  pumps  for  testing  lifeboat  air  tanks  were  tested  for  use  by  steam- 
boat inspectors. 

Test  car  No.  1  during  a  month's  time  tested  46  railroad  track 
scales  in  Wisconsin.  Test  car  No.  2  tested  20  railroad  track  scales 
and  3  master  scales  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  12  leading  eastern  railroads 
during  September  and  9  months  ending  September,  1915  and  1916, 
follows: 


SEPTEUBER. 
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Virginian 

29 
2,597 

71 
205 

»,» 

Western  Maryland 

si,ro 

Total 

2,294.956 

1,980,051 

297, 132 

197,361 

2,592,088 

2,1",W 

COKC  FOB  RETKKrE  A!n>  FUEL. 

BaltIinore&  Ohio 

231,471 
36,536 

280,770 
2S,S24 

109,214 
13,586 

76,207 

i3,on 
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Classes  and  railroads. 


Originating  on  lino. 


1915 


1916 


Received  from  connec- 
tions. 


1916 


1916 


Total. 


1915 


191S 


COKE  FOB  BIVKNDK  IND 

FUEL— continued. 


Boflalo  &  Busqnctianna 

Clicsapeaico  &  Obio 

Erie 

Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 

Ifoantain 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Pcimsvlvania 

Virginian 

Western  Maryland 


Short  torn. 
46,951 
18,304 


Short  ton*. 
38,530 
35,088 


Short  iotu. 


Short  tons. 


7,002 

70,284 

875, 478 


2,281 
147,341 
880,081 


12,062 
95,094 

58 

277,190 


5,849 


6,976 


30,499 


7,981 
110,571 

151 

7,135 

285,913 

26 

9,843 


Short  Ions. 
46,951 
30,366 
95,0»( 

7,960 

76,383 

1,152,668 


45,348 


Short  Umt. 
38,530 
43,069 
110,671 

2,432 

154,476 

1,165,994 

26 

16,819 


Total. 


1,301,775 


1,419,891 


537,803 


610,855 


1,839,577 


1,930,746 


NINE  MONTHS  ENDING  SEPTEMBER. 


Classes  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  Itoc. 

Received  from  connec- 
tions. 

Total. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1016 

1916 

FOE  KEVEinjE  ONLY. 
Anthracite: 

Short  torn. 

Short  tons. 

Short  tons. 
806,778 

111,386 

4,648 

9.948 

1,135,304 

339 
3,526,437 

7,760 

1,063 

239.027 

Short  tons. 
1,088,660 

120,584 

4,759 

10,018 

1,108,597 

674 
4,508.054 

8,570 

2,677 

256,460 

Short  tons. 
896,778 

111,386 

4,618 

11,498 

6,762,747 

339 
7.504,600 

7,760 

1,481 

239,027 

Short  tons. 
1,088,660 

120,684 

Biilbio,  Rocbcster   & 
Pittstmreti 

Builaio  4i  Susquetianna. . 

4,760 

11,952 

6,942,306 

Cbesapcalce  & 'Ohio 

Erie.!: 

1.550 
5,627,443 

1,034 
5.833.708 

Buntincdon  &   Broad 
Top  Mountain 

574 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg,    Shsmut    & 

4.068,163 

4,321,813 

8,829,867 
8,670 

Virginian 

418 

186 

2,763 

Western  Maryland. . 

2o6,460 

Total 

9,697,574 

10,156,741 

5.932,690 

7,109,753 

15,630,264 

17,266,494 

Bituminous: 

Baltimore  A  Ohio 

19,437,752 

5,331,649 

74.H,052 

15,400,570 

144,509 

M6.899 

4,491,339 
16,801,980 
28,684,853 

1,603,269 
2,559,676 
2,498,704 

21,776,731 

7,030,753 

1,129,370 

18,487,903 

158,569 

604,281 

5,780,972 
19,170,311 
31,997,581 

2,227,876 
3,442,447 
2,763,188 

4,737,592 

46,303 

240 

1,171,725 

4,616.982 

S05.6i3 

5,049,018 

27.063 

126 

1,902,640 

6.256,955 

268,063 

24,175,344 

5.377,952 

748,292 

16,572,296 

4,761,581 

712,582 

4,491,339 
19.302,643 
31,601,477 

1,608,789 
2,915,701 
6,339,903 

26,825,749 

Bullaio,  Rocliester  & 
Pittsbuigli 

7,067,816 

1,129,496 

20,390,443 

6.415,524 

Buffalo  &  SusquebanAa... 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio 

Erie.rrrT 

Buntingdon  &   Broad 
Top  Mountain 

870,344 

New  York  Central  (Bul- 
(alo  and  east) 

5,780,972 

Norfolk  4  Western 

P<jnn.<Tvlvania 

2,500,662 
2,919,624 

5,620 

356,129 

3,841,199 

4,239,558 
4,525,719 

6,327 

660,772 

3,640,848 

23.400,869 
36,523,300 

Pittsburg,    Shamut    & 
Northern 

2,233,  <tl3 

Virflninn 

4,003  219 

Western  Maryland 

6,404.036 

Total 

98,209,241 

114,569,482 

20,401,659 

26,474,989 

118,010,500 

141,044,471 

FOR  COHPAKT  FtTEl. 

Anthracite: 

Baltimore  &  Oliio 

142 

754 
139,460 

36 

145 

135,308 

142 
198,251 
232,326 

36 

Erie 

197,497 
92,8C0 

143,949 
101,199 

144,094 

236,60; 

Total 

290,357 

245,148 

140,302 

135,489 

430,719 

380,637 

Bitominoas: 

Baltimore  &  Olilo 

Bullalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh 

3,143,195 
405.054 

4,280,789 
541,785 

83,220 

118,174 

3,226,415 
405,054 

4,407,961 
£41,785 
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Classes  and  railroads. 

Originating  on  tine. 

Received  from  eonnee- 
tions. 

Total. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1914 

FOB  COMFAirV  FUEt— oontd. 

Bituminous— Continued. 
BuiTalo  &  Siisquctianna.. 

Short  ton*. 

69,424 

1,477.951 

1,252,031 

21,591 

2,066.119 
l.f07.675 
6,851,145 

63,279 
176,559 
410,211 

Short  toiu. 

<»,652 

1.612,169 

1,048,323 

24,789 

1.846.096 
1.988,820 
5,800,642 

98.727 
205.350 
133.095 

Short  to»$. 

Short  tom. 

Short  loju. 

69,434 

1,477,951 

2,649,519 

21,591 

2,056,119 
2,021,482 
5,851,323 

63,279 
176,907 
415.755 

Shoitttu. 
80,<a 

i.eiiui 

Eric 

1,397,488 

1,451.13!( 

2,499,  «B 

Iluntinnlon    &  Broad 
Top  Mountain  .        ... 

!4,» 

New  Yorlt  Control  (Buf- 
falo and  ca.st)    

l,84t,0K 

Norfolk  &  Western 

213,807 
178 

391.837 
718 

3.38D,IS 
5,891,316 

Fittsburg,    Shamut  & 
Nortlicm 

W.37 

Virginian   

348 
5,544 

27.693 
36,636 

233,0e 

Western  Maryland 

4«9,a 

Total 

16,734.234 

18,060.237 

1,700.585 

2,026,185 

18,434.819 

»,a66,42! 

COEE  FOB  BEVENUE  AND 
FtJEL. 

Baltimoro  &  Ohio 

Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts- 
burgh   

1,939,649 

309,756 
439,304 
92,241 

2,549,264 

294,098 
347,347 
320,900 

744,273 
89,657 

747,756 
121,103 

2,683,932 

399.313 
439,301 
187.380 
bl0,381 

61,375 

668,278 

8,376,508 

3,»7,« 
415,1N 

BuHaTo  &  Busquctaaima 

Cbesapealce  &  Ohio 

347.117 

96,139 
810,381 

601 

7,227 

2,144,144 

77,501 
891,657 

4,358 

71,068 

2,434,077 

70 

56 

104,132 

3K.W 

Erie... 

»i,es 

Huntingdon  &  Broad    Top 

50.684 

661,051 

6,232,364 

55,306 
1,464,648 
8,413,253 

».m 

Norfolk  &  Western 

1,53S,W 

io,84a,ao 

Fitts'burg,    Shamut    & 

■» 

Virginian 

■■233;  527' 

s 

WcStem  Maryland 

40,516 

67,817 

193,011 

ITl,* 

Total 

0,765,565 

13,512,625 

4,084,423 

4,452,068 

13,8«>,9e8 

i7,«ftai 

Note.— Totals  do  not  include  amounts  of  coal  received  by  the  New  York  Central  Railnad  Ir«> 
connections. 


PANAMA  FEBHITS  USE  OF  CEfiTADT  SLOT  KACEDTES. 

[Consul  General  Alban  0.  Snyder,  Panama  City,  Nov.  10.] 

The  President  of  Panama,  in  a  resolution  dated  September  26, 
1916,  approves  the  use  of  certain  coin  or  slot  machines  in  business 
houses  in  Panama.  The  machines  permitted  are  for  the  sale  of 
chewing  gum,  and  the  resolution  states  that  an  examination  shows 
that  they  can  not  be  used  for  games  of  luck  or  chance,  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  and  law,  but  that  the  player  knows  beforehand  that 
he  is  to  get  a  package  of  chewing  gum  upon  depositing  a  5-cent  nickel 
coin,  and  at  times  a  premium  of  from  2  to  20  chips  of  a  nominal 
value  of  5  cents  gold,  valid  for  the  purchase  of  merchandise  only. 
The  resolution  closes  as  follows : 

It  is  resolved  to  permit  the  use  of  said  automatic  macliines  In  commercial 
establishments  for  the  sale  of  chewing  gum  and  merchandise,  provideil  no 
changes  are  introduced  tending  to  turn  them  into  games  of  luclc  or  chance,  and 
merchants  obligate  themselves  to  receive  at  their  nominal  value  in  the  sale  of 
merchandise  the  chips  purchasers  receive  as  premiums. 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  shall  be  sent  to  the  governors  of  Panama  and  Colon- 
In  order  tliat  these  officials,  in  accordance  with  article  149  of  the  Political  and 
Municipal  Code,  may  outhorlze  the  respective  municipal  councils  to  fix  a  tax 
for  the  use  of  said  machines. 
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IIECESSITY  FOB  DIBEGT  SEFKESENTATION  IN  BILBAO. 

[Consul  Paul  11.  Foster,  BUbao,  Spain,  Oct.  30.] 

The  consular  district  of  Bilbao,  embracing  the  entire  coast  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  and  that  part  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  Conmna  to 
Portugal,  an&  the  great  industrial  region  of  Spain,  emphasizes  the 
need  for  direct  factory  representation.  The  volume  of  business  done 
is  large  enough  to  justify  representation  and  the  advantages  innu- 
merable. The  plan  of  giving  exclusive  agency  to  some  one  firm 
dealing  in  the  product  results  in  only  obtaining  sufficient  volume  for 
the  individual  necessities  of  the  agent,  as  the  other  dealers  will  not 
buy  from  a  competitor.  Representation  by  a  broker  or  comisionista, 
as  a  rule,  means  that  in  the  event  of  disputes  or  claims  the  broker 
■will  side  with  the  buyer.  The  direct  representative  can  sell  the 
entire  trade,  investigate  credit  standings,  protect  his  firm  in  the  case 
of  disputes,  and  adjust  the  many  points  that  come  up  in  the  course  of 
all  business  transactions.  The  firm  that  sells  through  correspond- 
ence is  at  the  buyer's  mercy  unless  it  demands  "cash  before  ship- 
ment," which  usually  eliminates  much  desirable  business,  for  the 
buyer  can  and  often  does  make  demands  for  rebate  or  allowance, 
backed  by  the  threat  or  refusal  to  pay  draft  and  accept  shipment. 
The  seller  then  finds  himself  with  his  merchandise  on  his  hands 
several  thousand  miles  from  his  plant  without  anyone  to  protect  his 
interests  or  with  the  alternative  of  conceding  an  unjust  allowance 
which  may  absorb  more  than  the  profits  of  the  deal.  It  seems  logical 
that  the  additional  volume  of  trade,  the  security,  and  the  protection 
would  more  tlian  pay  the  expenses  of  the  factory  representative. 


NEW  WOOL  WASHEBY  FOB  POBT  ELIZABETH. 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elitabetb,  South  Africa,  Oct.  25.] 

A  wool-washing  plant  is  to  be  established  in  Port  Elizabeth,  the 
machinery  for  wnich  is  now  being  shipped  from  America.  The 
plant  will  consist  of  two  washing  machines,  two  dryers,  and  a  duster, 
and  will  be  capable  of  handling  35,000  pounds  of  wool  per  day  of  10 
hours. 

With  the  prevailing  high  freight  rates  it  is  essential  to  eliminate 
waste  before  shipping. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEION  AND  BOUESTIC  COUKEBCE. 


DIBTBICT  OFFICES. 

KEW  TORK:  Boom  409,  Castomkooae. 

BOSTON:  1801  CnitomlioiiBe. 

Cnil'ACO:  604  Frdcral  BnlldliK. 

ST.  LOUIS:  403  Third  Nitloul  B<iik  Building. 

ATLANTA:  621  Post  Office  Balldlng. 

NEW  ORLEANS:  1020  HIbernIs  Bank  ButldlnK. 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  S07  Cmtombont. 

SKATTLE:  848  H«nr7  Bnlldlng. 


COOPERATIVE  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI;  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Zj.  Co. 
LOS  ANdELES :  Chamber  of  Comauree. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTAKOOOA:  South  American  Agent,  Soath- 

em  Rj.  Co. 
PORTLAND,  OBEC:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTOX:  Greater  Da;ton  AssoclaUoB. 
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AHEBICAN  COXTSTTLAR  0FFICEB8  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Ezplre- 
ttonof 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

BnckliD,  Oeoree  A 

Cbamberlln,  George  E 

Detchmin,  C-arl  F , 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eag«r,  Oeorge  Eugeae..., 
Gamoo,  John  A 

Hanson,  OeorgeC , 

Jenltim,  Douglas 

Latham.  Charles  L , 

LIstoe,  Soren 

Sauer.Emfl 

Smith,  FeUz  Willougbby. 

Smith,  Tames  A 

Taggart,  0.  Russell 

Winslow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WiUrlch,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W . . . 


Hanover,  Germany. . 

Bordeaux,  France 

Qeoccetown,  Guiana. 


Santos,  Dratil , 

St.     Stephen,     New 

BnuLswick. 
Barmen,  Germany. . . 
Corlnto,  Nicaragua 


Dec.  JS 
Jan.  U 
Dec.  13 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan.    2 
Dec.  31 


Swatow,  China 

Biga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
TiOfi,  Russia. 


Doc.  30 

Jan.  37 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  IS 


Feb. 
Dee. 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario. . 


Copenhagen,  Denmark 

St.  Pierre,  Hlquelon... 

(iuobec,  Quebec. 

Athens,  Greece 


Jan.   IS 
Dec.  » 


Deo.  11 


Dec.  25 

..do 

Deo.  31 


Department  ot  State,  Washlngtai,  D.  C 
Lynn  Haron,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin.  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

13  Pmobseot  Street,  NorwJA,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreipi 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SW  Fedenl 

Buiidinr,  Chkago,  HI. 
13»  Uain  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washbgton,  D.  a 

Do. 
"Idington,"  Walkertord,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Waslilngton,  0.  C. 
C/o  If  easmore  EendeU,  Woolworth  BniU- 

ins.  New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
UN  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washhigtai, 

D.C. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foielpi 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SM  FodenI 

Bonding,  Chicago,  ni. 
223t  Q  Street,  WasUnctpn,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Waahingtoo,  D.  r. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Rieamond,  Va 


HELTmO  CHINESE  BBASS  COINS. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong.  Oct.  24.] 

A  serious  situation  in  Chinese  monetary  matters  is  being  developed 
by  the  export  from  China,  particularly  to  Japan,  of  Chinese  bras 
"  cash,"  the  characteristic  coins  with  square  holes  in  the  center  that 
have  been  the  basis  of  all  trade  in  the  interior  of  China  for  many 
generations.  The  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  has  rendered  these  brass 
coins,  which  usually  contain  about  89  per  cent  of  copper,  more  valu- 
able as  metal  than  as  n  medium  of  exchange. 

For  a  time  over  C.OOO  tons  of  the  coins  were  exported  monthly  to 
Japan  alone.  A  fall  in  the  price  of  copper  reduced  shipments  to 
about  half  this  quantity,  but  the  export  continues,  and  now  at 
various  points  in  the  interior  of  China  the  number  of  cash  in  circu- 
lation is  far  below  the  requirements  of  the  people,  and  difficulty  is 
being  experienced  in  carrying  on  ordinary  trade.  In  parts  of  South 
Cliina,  Chinese  1-cent  pieces  now  exchange  for  only  5  cash,  instead 
of  10  cash  that  usually  is  considered  a  standard  rate  of  exchange. 
The  cash  have  been  bringing  about  $25  local  currency,  or  something 
like  $12.50  gold,  per  picul  or  133J  pounds.    In  Japan  they  have  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  REPORTS.  879 

valued  at  the  equivalent  of  $15  gold.    Japanese  newspapers  report 
that  the  refined  copper  is  being  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  business  of  buying  up  and  melting  these  coins  has  been  so 
large  and  so  profitable  that  a  monopoly  thereof  was  one  of  the  con- 
siderations proposed  for  a  recent  Sino-Japanese  loan.  The  fact  that 
a  single  Japanese  firm  is  in  the  market  for  3,000,000  piculs  (200,000 
short  tons)  indicates  something  of  the  enormous  quantit}"^  of  such 
coins  in  China.  At  the  same  time  the  monetiuy  requirements  of  a 
vast  population  like  that  of  China  are  in  proportion,  and  the  melt- 
ing up  of  such  coins  disturbs  the  balance  of  supply  and  demand. 
The  first  effect  will  be  to  increase  prices  locally  in  terms  of  cash — the 
medium  on  which  Chinese  production  of  goods  for  ex))ort  primarily 
is  based — and  it  is  likely  therefore  to  have  a  marked  effect  on  foreign 
exports. 


MABEET  FOS  DEY  GOODS  AND  NOTIONS  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  TbomaE  W.  Voetfer,  Antofasns.t.'i.  Nov.  3.] 

The  dry  goods  retail  houses  in  the  northern  cities  of  Chile  make 
the  principal  part  of  their  purchases  in  the  two  large  cities  of  Val- 
paraiso and  Santiago,  but  willalsoimportdirectly  pa  it  of  their  stock. 
This  is  especially  true  of  small  articles  that  can  be  imported  by  parcel 
post.  In  this  part  of  Chile  such  articles  as  notions,  dress  trimmings, 
articles  of  children's  wear,  etc..  are  handled  in  separate  establish- 
ments from  the  ones  that  sell  piece  goods  for  dresses,  although  many 
of  the  dry  goods  stores,  but  not  all,  also  handle  notions,  etc.  These 
small  stores  handle  the  major  part  of  the  retail  trade  in  their  lines, 
and  are  constant  importers  by  parcel  post.  For  such  articles  as  can 
well  be  sent  by  parcel  post  that  method  of  shipping  is  preferred,  as 
losses  by  pilfering  are  less  than  with  packages  sent  as  regular  cargo. 
Parcel  post  shipments  valued  at  £5  ($24.33)  or  over  should  be  cov- 
ered by  consular  invoices  as  are  regular  shipments. 

Some  American  lines  of  piece  goods  are  well  and  favorably  known, 
and  since  the  war  some  of  the  smaller  articles  of  notions,  etc.,  have 
found  sale,  replacing  European  articles  not  now  obtainable. 

American  dealers  desiring  to  build  up  an  export  trade  should  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  complying  to  the  letter  with  agree- 
ments made  by  their  representatives. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  dry  goods  and  notions  in  Antofa'gnstn  iiiid  Iquiqiie  can  be 
obtained  ot  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82238.] 


Consul  Henry  S.  Culver,  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  reports  that 
recent  statistics  show  that  there  are  some  39,000  people  engaged  in 
agriculture  in  that  Canadian  Province,  3G,000  of  whom  own  their 
own  farms.  The  land  available  for  farm  settlement  amounts  to 
10,718,000  acres,  but  only  4,538,000  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OFFORTTTNITIES. 

Rpservcd  addiosf'os  lany  be  olitalnod  from  the  Bureau  SDd  Its  diatrlct  olBcr*.  Reqont 
for  each  oppoiliinll.v  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportnaltr  iiii»il»er. 
The  Bnrrnn  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsihility  as  to  the  standing 

'  of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  preoautioas  should  be  talsen  in  all  cases.  Symbois: 
•  Reported  l>.v  American  consular  offlcers ;  t  Keported  by  commercial  attaches  aii4 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau.        . 


Machinery,  oil  extracting MIW 

Nickel 23183 

Oils 231W 

Packing  materials 23191 

Piano  parts 23190 

Sheets,  galvanized 23183 

Steel 23189 

Tin  and  tinplates 231St 

Veneers 2»190 

Wine 23182 

Wire   23183 


Aluminum - — 23183 

Antimony 23183 

Babbitt    metals 23183 

Blackpiatcs 23183 

Bulbs,  electric 23188 

Carpet    cleaners 23187 

Chemicals ,-  23186 

Coi)pcr    23183 

Drugs    23186 

Lead   23183 

Lumber 23100 

Machinery,  electrotyping 2318S 

231 82.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  California  wine,  to  be 
l)acketl  In  barrels  of  from  100  to  200  liters.  Quotations  to  be  made  c.  I.  f. 
Bordeaux  or  Cette.  Payment  to  be  made  In  cash  against  documents. 
Correspondence  in  English,  French,  or  German.    References. 

23183. t — A  firm  In  Sweden  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  copper,  aluminum,  tin,  lead,  antimony,  nlcl:el,  babbitt 
metals,  tinplates,  blackplates,  golvanljsed  sheets,  bright  annealed  and 
galvauized-iron  wire. 

23184.t — A  man  in  Porto  Rico  desires  to  communicate  with  an  AmericMn 
manufacturer  of  a  coconut-oil  extracting  apparatus.  An  Illustration  of 
the  machine  desired  may  be  Inspected  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  Miscel.  No.  169.)    References. 

23185.* — A  man  in  Spain  desires  catalogues  of  all  kinds  of  electrotyping 
machinery,  with  complete  information  as  to  prices,  etc.  Quotations  should 
be  inade  c.  i.  f.  destination  If  possible.  References.  Correspondence  In 
Spanish.  A  cash  payment  of  25  per  cent  will  be  made  with  tlie  order  and 
balance  against  documents  In  foreign  country. 

23186. t — All  exiwrting  agent  In  New  York  wishes  to  export  chemicals  to  Swetlen 
and  desires  samples  of  all  kinds  of  chemicals,  oils,  drugs,  etc.,  with  full 
information  as  to  deliveries,  packing,  etc.  Payment  to  be  made  in  cash 
f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Correspondence  In  English.    Reference. 

23187.* — A  firm  In  France  would  like  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  electric  caiTwt  cleaners.  Quotations  should  be  made 
f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Payment  will  be  made  in  cash  against  documents. 
Corresiwndence  in  English.    Reference. 

23188. t— A  firm  in  Gibraltar  Is  In  the  market  for  electric  bulbs  for  16,  25.  and 
50  candlepower  lamps,  fitted  with  standard  E>]i8on  screw  cai>s  of  114  volts. 
It  is  also  In  the  market  for  all  kinds  of  electric  appliances. 

23189.t^A  surgical-instrument  manufacturer  in  Japan  desires  to  purchase  car- 
bon steel  for  surgical  Instruments  and  would  like  to  have  the  price  per  ton 
for  standard  sizes.    Time  of  delivery  should  be  stated. 

23190.* — A  firm  In  New  Zealand  Is  in  the  market  for  lumber  and  veneers  suitable 
for  piano  construction,  Iron  frames  for  pianos,  piano  .sound  boards,  actions, 
keys,  player  actions,  and  all  brass  and  nickel-plated  ware  used  In  construct- 
ing pianos.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  jMjrt  of  shipment  Payment 
will  be  made  against  documents  In  New  York.    Reference. 

23191.* — A  chocolate-manufacturing  firm  In  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase 
Iron  bands,  nalLs,  safety  cramp  Iron,  and  all  kinds  of  sheet  inetnl  usetl  for 
IHicklng  chocolate,  In  large  nuantlties.  Quotations  shoultl  be  made  c.  1.  f- 
Euroiiean  port.  Payment  will  be  made  In  cash  against  documents  in  foreign 
country.    Correspondence  In  English,  French,  or  German.    References. 
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FBEFCH  COCOOir  HABVEST  OF  1916. 

(Board  ol  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  23.) 

The  sUk  cocoon  harvest  of  1916  in  France,  as  estimated  by  the 
Lyon  Union  of  Silk  Merchants,  is  6,147,100  pounds,  as  compared 
with  3,808,100  pounds  in  1915,  an  increase  of  61.42  per  cent.  The 
yields  of  the  chief  producing  Departments  in  the  last  two  years' were: 


Deportments. 

1915 

19I« 

Ardtebe 

Poiutii. 

1,171,225 
33S,000 

1,223,500 
331,675 
229,375 
519,325 

Pounit. 
1,739,100 
739,925 

Oard 

3,036,100 

Var 

456  650 

Vaucluse 

4(6,300 

All  other 

679,025 

Total 

3,808,100 

6,147,100 

[The  returns  of  the  1914  and  1915  French  cocoon  harvests  were 
given  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  Dec.  21,  1915.] 


STATE  CONTROL  OF  SUGAE  CONSTTMPTION  IN  ITALY. 

[British  (Ciovemment)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  23.] 

A  decree  has  been  issued  for  the  Government  control  of  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar  in  Italy,  under  which  a  commission  is  created  at 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  regulate  the  consumption  of  sugar,  and 
a  Government  commissioner  will  be  appointed  at  all  factories,  re- 
fineries, etc.,  which  produce  biigai-.  Without  the  authorization  of 
these  officials  no  goods  can  be  dispaUlied  or  delivered. 

The  commission  will  determine  the  amount  of  sugar  to  be  assigned 
monthly  to  each  Province,  both  for  direct  consumption  and  for  in- 
dustrial purposes.  The  local  authorities  are  in  their  turn  charged 
with  the  distribution  of  sugar  in  the  districts  which  they  admini^r. 
The  manufacture  of  any  products  containing  sugar  is  rorbidden  un- 
less a  special  license,  for  which  a  tax  has  to  be  paid,  has  been  obtained. 
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CSOF  CONDITIOHS  DT  HONDTTSAS. 

[Consul  Francis  J.  Dyer,  Celba,  Nor.  10.] 

Perhaps  the  best  indication  of  the  prospect  for  a  large  banana 
crop  next  year  in  this  locality  is  the  promise  that  the  carrying  ca- 
pacity of  the  steamship  line  serving  Ceiba  will  be  increased  approxi- 
mately one-third  by  the  purchase  of  another  ship.  AU  of  the  busi- 
ness to  and  from  this  port  is  in  the  hands  of  Vaccaro  Bros.  &  Co., 
of  Ceiba  and  New  Orleans.  This  firm  now  operates  three  steam- 
ships, which  carry  from  60,000  to  75,000  ^ms  of  bananas  to  a  cargo. 
During  the  height  of  the  season  they  give  Ceiba  three  boats  in  seven 
or  eight  days,  but  in  the  season  just  closed  it  was  found  impossible 
to  carry  all  the  fruit  offered,  and  it  is  estimated  that  next  year  there 
will  be  an  increase  of  about  20  per  cent  in  the  crop. 

The  area  in  bananas  tributary  to  Ceiba  is  approximately  62,000 
acres,  a  considerable  part  of  which  will  give  its  first  yield  during 
the  coming  season.  The  banana  fincas  (plantations)  in  general  have 
been  well  cared  for  during  tlie  past  year  and  their  yield  will  show 
an  increase.  On  an  average,  the  yield  is  from  200  to  285  bunches  per 
acre.  There  are  four  months,  corresponding  to  the  winter  season 
in  the  United  States,  or,  say,  October,  November,  December,  and 
January,  when  the  yield  is  subiout  one-half  as  heavy  as  it  is  during 
the  other  eight  months. 
PtIm  of  BMUtna  Land — Stons  Damage — Coeonnt  TleU. 

As  to  the  value  of  bearing  banana  fincas,  the  leading  growers  put 
it  at  $35  to  $50  gold  an  acre,  and  of  the  land  when  it  is  worn  out  for 
banana  growing  at  $23  gold  an  acre.  Raw  land^  covered  with  timber 
and  un&rgrowth,  which  must  be  cleared  off,  is  held  at  $3.50  gold 
an  acre.  Clearing,  while  variable  in  cost  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  land,  is  estimated  at  $8  gold  an  acre.  These  prices  may  be  con- 
sidered very  conservative,  inasmuch  as  the  firm  quoted  is  not  selling, 
but  is  constantly  adding  to  its  holdings,  and  much  higher  prices  are 
often  asked  (and  probably  paid)  for  lands,  althou^  transactions 
are  few  and  there  is  no  industry  in  the  handling  of  real  estate. 
Holders  generally  show  an  inclination  to  improve  or  to  hold  for 
investment. 

The  heavy  winds  of  a  month  ago  caused  damage  to  banana  fincas 
in  some  localities,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extent  as  at  first  was  reported. 
It  is  now  placed  at  about  100,000  bunches  of  fruit.  Some  coconut 
trees  were  uprooted  in  the  Bay  Islands,  and  considerable  damage 
was  caused  to  other  crops,  especially  plantains — on  which  account, 
and  also  because  of  interruption  of  traffic  by  stormy  weather^  there 
has  been  a  shortage  of  plantains  in  Ceiba,  the  production  of  this  crop 
on  the  mainland  falling  far  short  of  local  requirements. 

The  yield  of  coconuts  is  steadily  increasing.  The  bulk  of  this  crop 
still  comes  from  the  Bay  Islands,  which  now  produce  about  10,000,000 
nuts  a  year.  Planting  is  going  on  apace  both  in  the  islands  and  on 
the  mainland.  There  are  at  least  90,000  trees  now  planted  near  Ceiba, 
of  which  20,000  are  in  bearing;  and  but  a  short  distance  to  the  east 
of  Ceiba,  but  beyond  rail  communication,  the  beach  is  bordered  for 
miles  with  coconut  palms.  It  takes  five  or  six  years  for  coconut 
trees  to  bear,  but  once  they  begin  to  produce  they  continue  bearing 
for  a  long  time.  A  coconut  walk  in  full  production  is  worth  up  to 
$225  or  $-250  gold  an  acre.   The  trees  are  set  out  at  the  rate  of  80  or  82 
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to  the  acre,  and  they  should  average  froiri  150  to  200  nuts  each  an- 
nually, but  the  actual  production  A'aries  greatly.     There  is  little 
trouble  here  from  pests  or  diseases. 
Sngar  Production. 

The  local  sugar  mill  has  enjoyed  a  very  prosperous  season.  It  had 
a  capacity  to  grind  750  tons  of  cane  daily,  and  tliis  is  now  being  in- 
creased to  1,000  tons  daily.  Next  year  (1917)  grinding  will  begin 
on  February  1,  considerably  earlier  than  this  j'ear,  the  run  for  which 
amounted  to  54,000  tons.  The  output  wsis  10,000,000  potmds  of  sugar 
(of  wliich  7,596,000  pounds  were  exported  to-  the  United  States), 
137,288  gallons  of  alcohol,  21,891  gallons  of  aguardiente,  and  whisky, 
cognac,  and  gin,  worth  $12,600  gold,  exported  to  other  countries  of 
Central  America.  The  company  grows  most  of  its  own  cane,  having 
approximately  2,100  acres,  while  independent  planters  have  about 
560  acres.    For  next  season's  cutting  there  wiU  be  about  3,550  acres. 

Last  season  the  yield  averaged  approximately  20.3  tons  of  cane  to 
the  acre,  although  one  tract  of  26  acres  gave  about  63  tons  per  acre. 
The  sugar  yield  averaged  3,800  pounds  to  the  acre.  At  the  height  of 
the  season  the  industry  gave  employment  to  1,000  men.  Common 
labor  is  paid  $1.25  gold  per  day,  but  much  of  the  cane  cutting  is  done 
under  contract.    Planting  is  still  being  done  for  next  season's  cut. 

INSirSTBIAI  FBOGSESS  IN  UinTE])  PROVINCES. 

The  Director  of  Industries  of  the  United  Provinces,  Cawnpore, 
India,  has  supplied  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
with  an  interesting  account  of  the  ninth  meeting  of  the  board  of 
industries.  Encoiu^aging  progress  has  been  made  in  the  various 
activities  that  come  withm  the  board's  purview,  one  of  the  problems 
recently  solved  being  the  elemination  oi  the  bitter  flavor  from  mahua 
(illipe)  oil.  The  commencement  of  leather-button  making  was  re- 
ported, as  was  also  the  initiation  of  two  peripatetic  schools  of  weav- 
ing. These  schools  have  already  proved  popular.  The  first  group 
of  weavers,  passed  out  after  three  months'  training,  are  said  to  be 
earning  12  to  13  annas  (24  to  26  cents)  a  day,  as  compared  with  4  to 
5  annas  before  training.  The  schools  having  moved  on  to  other  dis- 
tricts, the  first  two  districts  to  which  they  were  allotted  have  sub- 
mitted proposals  for  the  establishment  of  fixed  local  schools,  for 
which  they  are  willing  to  pay  half  the  cost. 

The  establishment  of  a  supply  depot  in  connection  with  the  Central 
Weaving  Institute,  for  supplying  yarn,  bobbins,  shuttles,  reeds, 
healds,  etc.,  at  reasonable  prices,  was  reported  to  the  board,  the  Gov- 
ernment having  advanced  3,000  rupees  (about  $1,000)  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  Government  experimental  dyeing  class  at  Cawnpore  having 
proved  its  real  utility,  the  board  framed  a  recommendation  for  the 
placing  of  the  class  upon  a  permanent  footing  as  a  recognized  techni- 
cal school.  The  board  also  recommended  that  special  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  development  of  the  tanning  industry  in  India  as  to 
both  quantity  and  quality.  A  better  selection  of  hides,  with  better 
tannage,  would  permit  a  much  larger  percentage  of  Indian  hides  to 
be  used  for  the  British  trade. 

Matters  pertaining  to  the  glass  and  bangle  industry,  indigenous 
dvestuffs,  the  perfume  industry,  and  the  operations  of  the  Central 
Emporium  were  also  discussed.  ^         . 
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DETAILS  OF  YVR  TRADE  AT  HIZHBI  SOYGOSOD  FAIB. 

(Week);  Balletln,  Castdbui  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Not.  20.] 

The  fur  trade  at  the  fair  at  Nizhni  Novgorod,  Russia,  was  mach 
handicapped  this  year  by  the  small  quantities  of  furs  brought  from 
Siberia,  the  lack  of  dyed  furs,  and  the  lack  of  American  furs.  Fur- 
thermore, the  manufacturers  could  not  get  sufficient  workmen  for 
dressing  skins,  and  the  small  quantities  of  dressed  and  manufactnred 
goods  at  the  fair  brought  high  prices.  On  the  whole  high  prices 
were  the  rule  on  account  of  the  demand  for  furs  for  Russia  and  Si- 
beria and  the  large  amount  of  free  money  for  the  trade. 
Demand,  Prices,  etc.,  of  Various  Furs — Sable,  Marten,  and  Mink. 

Details  of  the  market  for  the  various  kinds  of  furs  offered  for  sale 
at  the  fair  are  as  follows.  Prices  given  in  rubles  have  not  been  con- 
verted to  American  currency  because  of  the  fluctuations  in  the  ex- 
change value  of  the  ruble.  The  normal  exchange  value  is  $0.515 ;  the 
current  rate  is  about  $0.30.  One  hundred  kopecks  are  equivalent  to 
1  ruble. 

Sable. — As  expected,  only  a  few  lots  of  original  sable  skins  were 
brought  to  the  fair,  and  these  were  mostly  bght  sorts.  Amursl^ 
sables  sold  at  60  to  65  rubles,  Tobolsky  sables  at  50  rubles,  and  San- 
siner  sables  sold  at  90  rubles. 

Marten. — ^These  skins  were  in  good  demand,  and  mostly  sold  for 
Russia.  Vyatky  baum  martens  were  sold  at  19  to  20  rubles,  Ufimsky 
at  21  to  25  rubles,  Armenian  at  17  to  17.50  rubles,  and  stone  martens 
at  16  to  20  rubles. 

Mink. — Mostly  sold  for  Russia.  Prices  were  charged  upon  a  basis 
of  winter  skins,  and  amounted  to  10  to  13  rubles  per  skin. 

KoUniky,  Ermine,  and  Flteh. 

Kolinsky. — ^The  ouantity  of  these  skins  was  small,  large  transactions 
having  been  done  oefore  the  fair.  At  the  end  of  the  fair  demand 
slackened.  Prices  were  as  follows:  Manchurians,  2  rubles;  Amur- 
sky,  1.50  rubles ;  Tarsky  and  Tomsky,  2.5Q  rubles. 

Ermine. — These  skins,  although  in  restricted  quantity,  were  mostly 
sold  for  the  home  trade.  The  better  grades  fetched  high  prices. 
IshimsJky  sold  at  5.50  to  6  rubles,  Petropavlovsky  at  4.50  to  5.50  rubles, 
Petchorsky  at  4.75  to  5  rubles,  Berosovsky  at  4.75  to  5i20  rubles, 
Barnoulsl^  at  4.75  rubles,  Archangelsky  at  4  to  4.50  rubles,  TcHusky 
at  4.50  rubles,  Bashirsky  at  3.70  rubles,  Yakutsky  at  3  rubles,  and 
western  Russian  at  2.50  rubles. 

Fitch. — Black  raw  were  few  and  bought  for  Russia  at  6  rubles; 
black  dressed  selected  skins  sold  at  12  rubles.  For  raw  white  fitch 
there  was  a  good  demand  at  1.50  to  2  rubles. 

Sqnirrel  Skins  and  linings. 

Squirrel  skins,  dressed. — As  many  buyers  had  bought  larger  quan- 
tities of  dressed  skins  before  the  fair  and  as  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
labor,  only  a  small  quantity  of  dressed  goods  was  brought  to  the  fair 
(about  one-third  the  quantity  of  last  year). 

The  prices  of  dressed  sldns,  cased,  were  as  follows:  Yakutsky,  80 
kopecks;  Lensky,  56^  to  60  kopecks;  Obsky,  48  to  50  kopecks;  Zavod- 
sky,  40  to  42  kopecks. 

Squirrel  backs,  dressed. — Kargopolsky  sold  at  27  to  35  kopecks, 
Zavodsky  at  37  to  38  kopecks,  and  Obsky  at  42  kopecks. 
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'Squirrel  telly  Jinings. — Only  small  quantities  were  offered  and 
were  eagerly  bought  for  abroad,  at  the  following  prices:  Zavodskj', 
12  rubles;  Obsky,  13  rubles;  Altaisky,  13.50  rubles;  Nertchinsky,  16 
to  18  rubles. 

Squirrel  back  linings. — Nearly  all  sold  for  the  home  trade  at  the 
following  prices:  Seven  rows  Russian  (Gorbivursky  "red  backs"), 
60  to  62  rubles;  seven  rows  Zavodsky,  68  rubles;  seven  rows  Ijensky, 
80  rubles;  seven  rows  Nertchinsky,  88  rubles;  seven  rows  Yakutsky, 
90  rubles;  seven  rows  Kalimsky,  92  rubles;  seven  rows  Argunsky, 
94  rubles;  seven  rows  Tchikoisky,  96  rubles;  eight  rows  Argunsky, 
135  rubles;  eight  rows  and  better  sorts,  140  to  165  rubles;  lower 
backs  (12  rows),  170  to  250  nibles;  Kargopolskj',  si.\  rows,  linings, 
backs,  and  belly,  50  rubles  a  pair. 

Squirrel  skins,  raw. — ^Although  it  was  difficult  to  get  skins  dressed, 
nearly  nil  the  raw  skins  were  sold  to  Eussian  manufacturers.  Prices 
were  about  10  per  cent  higher  for  light  sorts  and  15  to  20  per  cent 
highfr  for  dark  sorts  than  at  the  Irbit  fair  of  this  year,  and  were 
as  follows:  Petchorsky,  36  to  38  kopecks;  Obsky,  40  to  42  kopecks; 
Liensky,  49  kopecks;  Yakutsky,  62  to  65  kopecks;  Kamtchatsky,  67  to 
71  kope<;ks;  and  Argunsky,  73  kopecks. 

Squirrel  tails. — Small  lots  of  Russian  and  ObsW  tails  were  sold 
at  225  to  250  rubles  per  pood  (36.1128  pounds) ;  Kargopolsky,  225 
to  230  rubles  per  pood.  Dark  tails  were  offered  at  500  rubles,  but 
there  were  no  transactions. 

Karket  for  Fox  Skint. 

Silver  for. — Very  few  skins,  which  were  bought  for  Russia,  sold 
at  300  to  2,500  rubles  per  skin. 

Blue  fox. — ^Very  few  skins  bought  for  export;  sold  for  50  to  400 
rubles  per  skin. 

Cross  fox. — Only  about  150  skins  were  brought  to  the  fair,  which 
were  sold  at  30  to  50  rubles  each. 

Red  fox. — ^There  was  only  a  small  demand  for  these  skins,  as  large 
quantities  are  lying  unsold  abroad.  At  the  end  of  the  fair  a  few 
lots  of  the  cheaper  grades  were  sold  at  the  following  prices:  Kara- 
ganku,  5  to  9  rubles  per  pair;  Karaganka,  selected,  11  rubles  per 
pair;  Western  Russian,  15  rubles  per  pair;  Mongolian,  11  to  12 
rubles  per  pair;  Ufimsky,  14.25  rubles  per  skin;  Archangel,  Kazan, 
and  Vologda,  18  to  20  rubles  per  skin ;  Finnish,  22  rubles  per  skin ; 
Tobolsky,  20  rubles  per  skin.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  asked  for 
the  better  grades  of  Siberian  skins,  only  a  few  Kamtchatka  were 
sold  at  35  rubles,  and  no  transactions  were  completed  in  Yakutsky 
foxes. 

yfhite  fox. — Obdorsky  and  Sourgoutsky,  80  per  cent  with  tails, 
sold  at  35.50;  a  few  lots  of  the  foregoing,  all  with  tails,  40  rubles; 
some  small  lots  of  Yakutsky,  with  tails,  45  rubles;  Petchorslcy,  with 
half  tails,  38  rubles.  Most  of  the  Yakutsky  and  Yeniseisky  skins 
did  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  fair;  they  will  probably  be  offered  in 
Moscow. 

Lynx,  Wolverine,  Fertian  Lamb,  and  Broadtail. 

Lynx. — Mostly  bought  for  China,  at  20  to  25  rubles  per  skin. 

Wolverine. — "there  was  a  very  fair  demand  for  these  skins,  all  sold 
for  export.  Prices  were,  for  original  lots,  30  to  40  rubles;  for  some 
selected  skins,  50  rubles. 
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Persian  lamb. — ^The  low  prices  offered"  for  Pfersian^  Iamb  last  year 
caused  this  article  to  sell  well  in  Bussia  this  year.  Most  of  the  stocks 
having  been  exhausted,  there  was  a  very  good  demand  for  fresh  skins 
at  the  fair  for  the  home  trade,  but  prices  were  much  higher.  About 
2,500  bales  were  sold,  the  selected  Jacketni  sorts  at  165  to  190  rubles 
per  10  skins,  Jacketni  Moscowski  from  145  to  165  rubles  per  10  skins, 
and  II  Jacketni  from  100  to  300  rubles  per  10  skins.  Gray  Persian 
lambs  were  all  sold  for  Russia  at  25  to  35  rubles. 

Broadtail. — There  was  a  very  good  demand  for  these  skins  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fair.     At  the  end,  the  demand  having  slackened, 
prices  were  lower,  so  that  lots  were  sold  at  90  to  112  rubles  per  10 
skins. 
Sheepskins,  Moufflon,  Colt  Skins,  and  Badger. 

Sheepskins. — Only  a  small  quantity  was  offered.  Kabnitsky  sold 
at  1.50  rubles ;  Petrowsky,  2  to  2.40  rubles. 

Moufflon. — Orenburgslry  and  Astrakhansky  sold  at  10.50  to  11 
rubles  a  pair;  linings  at  20  to  30  rubles. 

Colt  skins. — Original  lots  of  Russian  skins  sold  at  2.50  to  2.75 
rubles  per  skin ;  selected  skins  in  dark  colors,  at  4.25  rubles. 

Badger. — Good  demand,  sold  for  export.  Original  lots  were  sold 
2.30  to  3  rubles  per  skin. 

Wolf,  Tiger,  White  Hares,  Etc. 

Wolf. — ^These  skins  did  not  sell  well.  Medium  sorts  were  sold  at 
13.50  rubles;  some  better  skins  at  16  rubles;  Truhkanski,  at  22  to 
30  rubles.  Only  small  lots,  for  which  there  was  a  good  demand,  sold 
at  28  to  35  rubles. 

Tiger. — There  were  very  few  skins.  Prices  ranged  from  150  to 
399  rubles. 

White  hares. — There  was  a  good  demand  for  these  skins.  The 
price  for  firsts  was  1.05  rubles;  for  seconds,  90  kopecl^;  for  thirds, 
(55  kopecks  per  skin. 

Marmots. — There  were  no  transactions. 

Catskins. — ^There  were  a  few  skins,  raw.  Russian  skins*  sold  at 
25  to  30  kopecks  and  Siberian  at  63  to  70  kopecks.  Linings  sold 
about  20  per  cent  dearer  than  last  year. 

Bear  hides. — ^There  was  a  very  good  demand  for  these  skins,  which 
sold  at  20  to  30  rubles. 

Otter  sJcins. — A  small  quantity  was  sold  at  30  to  35  rubles. 
Hew  Limitation  of  Sable  Trapping. 

During  the  fair  a  meeting  of  fur  dealers  was  held,  at  which  repre- 
sentatives of  different  departments  of  the  Government  participated, 
to  discuss  a  proposition  made  by  a  number  of  Russian  and  Siberian 
fur  dealers,  which  was  supported  by  the  Fur  Society  of  Commerce 
and  Industry  of  Moscow.  This  proposition  was  to  prolong  for 
three  years  the  prohibition  of  trapping  sables,  but  it  could  not  be 
carried  through,  as  the  Government  had  previously  decided  not  to 
extend  the  period  of  this  law.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Government 
has  established  in  Siberia  three  districts  where  an  area  of  about 
1,000,000  dessiatines  (2,700,000  acres)  has  been  limited  on  which 
the  trapping  of  sables  will  be  prohibited  for  a  time,  so  as  to  preserve 
the  growth  of  these  animals. 

[A  preliminary  article  on  the  far  trade  at  the  Nizhln  fair  was  puWislied  lo 
CoifuntCE  Repobts  for  Nov.  1,  1916.] 
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FABM-TBACTOB  DEUONSTBATION  IS  BEAZIL. 

[Commercial  Agent  Frank  II.  von  Moti,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  25.] 

At  the  invitation  of  a  Rio  de  Janeiro  importing  firm  I  recently 
■went  to  Campos,  in  tlie  sugar  zone  of  the  State  or  Kio  de  Janeiro, 
to  witness  the  working  of  an  American  tractor  and  plow  which  this 
company  was  sending  there  for  demonstration.  The  soil  of  that  dis- 
trict is  a  heavy  clay,  very  sticky  when  wet,  and  as  there  had  been 
much  rain  the  demonstration  was  first  delayed  because  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  field  and  then  interrupted  by  a  heavy  shower;  but  the 
trial  went  far  enough  to  show  me  wherein  the  manufacturer  of  the 
tractor  had  failed  to  do  his  part. 

In  the  first  place,  the  tractor  was  a  new  line  for  this  firm  to  carry, 
yet  the  only  instructions  furnished  with  the  machine  were  printed  in 
English.  As  neither  the  mechanic  nor  anyone  connected  with  the 
demonstration  was  acquainted  with  that  language  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  translate  the  instructions  in  order  that  the  work  might 
proceed. 

In  the  second  place,  no  extra  spark  plugs  were  sent  with  the  tractor. 
The  mechanic  detailed  to  conduct  the  demonstration  had  never  seen 
a  tractor  before,  and  when  the  motor  would  not  fire  the  first  time  he 
was  certain  there  was  something  wrong  with  the  magneto  and  wanted 
to  take  it  apart  and  adjust  it.  I  advised  against  this,  and  bv  going 
over  the  engine  carefully  I  discovered  that  the  porcelains  o^  one  of 
the  spark  plugs  had  been  cracked  and  that  it  would  not  fire  the  motor 
under  a  load.  As  it  is  hard  to  find  spark  pings  here  outside  the 
cities,  especially  those  with  American  threads,  an  effort  was  made  to 
adjust  the  broken  part;  but  when  the  tractor,  with  only  one  cylinder 
firing,  got  stuck  twice  in  the  mud  the  uselessness  of  further  dallying 
became  apparent,  and  a  new  spark  plug  was  obtained,  but  only  after 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  With  the  new  spark  plug  in  place  and  the 
carburetor  adjusted  the  tractor  started  off  without  any  difficulty. 
Xiack  o(  Instructions  Handicaps  Introduction  of  Hew  Machines. 

Unless  fully  informed  regarding  its  assembling  and  operation,  the 
Brazilian  importer  of  a  new  farm  appliance  might  easily  become  dis- 
couraged, as  he  often  has  to  depend  on  unskilled  help  to  do  the  actual 
work  of  setting  up  and  running  his  new  machine.  If  he  has  not 
received  full  information  from  the  manufacturer  in  a  language  he 
can  understand,  he  can  not  give  instructions  to  his  men.  Such  trials 
as  the  one  referred  to  above  are  very  expensive,  and  if  one  or  two 
do  not  result  successfully  the  importer  is  inclined  not  to  have  any- 
thing further  to  do  with  the  educational  work  that  must  proceed 
the  mtroduction  of  new  agricultural  methods  demanding  new  and 
modem  machinery. 

Any  prejudice  the  importer  may  have  regarding  the  introduction 
of  new  implements  would  be  largely  overcome  if  the  manufacturer, 
in  sending  out  a  new  appliance,  would  write  a  long  letter  of  explana- 
tion, setting  forth  in  detail  the  functions  of  the  machine.  The  letter 
should  tell  of  the  different  parts  of  the  machine,  how  to  assemble 
them,  and  what  to  avoid  in  putting  them  together ;  how  to  make  ad- 
justments under  jgenerally  recognized  conditions  of  use;  how  to  take 
care  of  the  machine ;  and  how  to  get  the  best  service  out  of  it.  Such 
a  letter  a  manufacturer  could  maKe  serve  many  purposes,  if  written 
with  some  personal  feeling  in  it  and  in  a  language  its  recipient 
understands. 
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COAL  wansQ  is  htTiTWTA. 

'    [Vice  Consul  Ernest  h.  Ires,  BresUti,  6«nnaay,  Sept.  30.1 

The  Province  of  Silesia  has  an  area  of  15,574  square  miles,  or  7.64 
per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  Germany.  The  population,  according 
to  the  census  of  December  1, 1910,  was  5,225,962,  or  8.05  per  cent  of 
the  total  population  of  Germany.  The  large  population  of  the 
Province  is  due  to  the  intensive  mdustry  that  predominates  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  Upper  Silesia  and  in  the  southern  part  of  Middle 
and  Lower  Silesia,  which  district  is  known  as  the  Waldenbui^- 
Neurode  industrial  center.  Both  districts  have  large  mining  industries. 

The  Upper  Silesian  fields  form  a  part  of  the  coal  region  that  ex- 
tends over  Prussian,  Russian,  and  Austrian  territory.  Of  the  total 
coal  fields  in  Upper  Silesia,  1,081  square  miles,  or  48.6  per  cent,  be- 
long to  Prussia;  972  square  miles,  or  43.5  per  cent,  to  Austria- 
Hungary  ;  and  169  square  miles,  or  7.9  per  cent,  to  Russia.  In  1911  there 
were  58  coal  mines,  producing  37,000,000  tons,  belonging  to  Prussia; 
45  mines,  producing  9,600,000  tons,  belonging  to  Austria-Hungary; 
and '31  mines,  with  an  output  of  4,800,000  tons,  belonging  to  Russia. 
Deposits  in  Prussian  Territory — ICines  ia  Lower  Silesia. 

The  amount  of  coal  in  seams  of  11.8  inches  or  more  in  thickness 
in  Prussian  territory  is  estimated  to  be  166  billion  tons,  68  jjer  cent, 
or  114  billion  tons,  of  which  is  worth  mining. 

There  are  60  billion  tons,  or  85  per  cent,  at  a  depth  of  3,281  feet 
With  a  yearly  output  of  75  million  tons,  the  coal  will  last  for  at  least 
800  years.  The  opening  of  the  seams  to  a  greater  depth  would  pro- 
long the  duration  of  the  coal. 

There  are  30  shafts  that  reach  a  depth  of  3,281  feet  and  more. 
The  deepest  shaft  is  located  near  Czuchow,  Upper  Silesia,  and  has 
a  depth  of  7,346,  and  another  shaft  is  more  than  6,562  feet  deep. 

In  the  Lower  Silesian  coal  region,  however,  conditions  are  not  so 
favorable.  The  coal-bearing  rock  has  not  the  thickness  of  that  in 
Upper  Silesia,  and  the  coal  veins  are  neither  very  deep  nor  abundant; 
seams  of  over  3  feet  in  thickness  are  rare.  The  coal  worth  mining  is 
lower  than  in  Upper  Silesia,  consequently  the  working  is  not  so 
profitable,  and  in  spite  of  minor  depth  the  work  is  more  difficult 
on  account  of  a  continuous  dislocation  of  rocks.  The  total  amount 
of  coal  worth  mining  in  Lower  Silesia  is  estimated  at  about  3  billion 
metric  tons. 

The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  the  mines  operated  in  Lower 
Silesia  in  1912,  the  number  of  mines,  workmen,  and  yearly  production : 


Names  of  mines. 


Cons.  FOnrtenstclnor  Grabc 

Cons.  Wcnceslaus  Grubo 

Neurodor  Kcdilcn-und  Tonwcrko 

Stolnkohlenborgwork  von  Kulmii 

Cons.  Scceen-Oottosgrabe 

Cons.  Bopniengrubo 

Neuo  cons.  Cacsarerubc 

Vcrelnlgto  aiucklQlf-Friodcns-aoOnunggrube. 

Cons.  Fuchs^ubo 

Bchl(»J.<icho  Koh]cn-mid  Cokes- Wcrke 

Cms.  Abeudrfithe-Grube 

BIclnkoblenbcrgwcrk  David 


Total. 


Kumber 

of 
mines. 


Numbor 
of 
work- 
men. 


5,611 

2,283 

2,827 

1,774 

715 

587 

42« 

5,557 

3,870 

3,471 

1,230 

883 


Prodne- 
tion 

(metrio 
toot). 


1,H8,»» 
5M,«« 

•  M3,«77 
3S8,m 
19),  <K 

iH,oe> 

90,30 

i,aM,i« 

7»8,TB 
165,28 


15  I     28,145  15,931,530 


«  Besides  133,750  loni  of  fireproof  slate. 
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Stetlsties  of  State  and  Prtrateljc  Owned  Xlnei  In  U])per  Silesia. 

The  Upper  Silesian  coal  mines  are  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Prussian  Government  and  22  private  concerns.  The  following  table 
sho^s  the  names  of  the  concerns,  the  number  of  coal  mines  and  work- 
men, with  the  total  production  in  1912 : 


Owner. 


Number 
of  mines. 


Number 
ol  work- 
men. 


Production 
(tons). 


Pmssian  State 

Qeorg  von  Giesches  Erben 

Ksttowitier  .A .  O.  einschllessl.  Preussengr 

Verein.  Kfinigs-und  LaurahOtte  A.  0 

Or&fl.  Bchoflzotseb  Werke 

Hohenlohe  Werke  A.  O 

Gr&fl.  vonBallestremsdieVerwaltuiig 

FOrstl.  von  Oonnersmarckscho  Verwaltung 

Grafl.  von  Henckel  Donnersmarckscbe  Verwaltung. . 

Donnersmarckhtttte  A.  G 

Ryboiker  Steinkohleo-Gewerkschalt 

Furstl.  Pless'sche  Verwaltunj; 

A.  Borste'sche  Berg-und  Htlttenverwaltung 

Schleslscne  A.  G 

Steinkohlen-Gewerkschaft  Charlotte 

Oberscfales.  Kisenbahn-BedarlsA.  G 

Witkowitzer  Bergbau  und  Eisenfaiittengewerkschaft 

Oewerkschaft  Waterloo 

Oottmltunsnube,  A.  O 

FQrsU,  von  Hohenloho'sche  Verwaltung 

O.von  Ruflerts  Krben 

Oewerkschaft  BeatensKlOck 

Oewerkschaft  Kons.  Olelwitzer  Steinkohlengrube... . 

Total 


21, 137 

12,541 

11,072 

10,997 

t>,o80 

7,2S0 

0,071 

5,  fl07 

5,7»8 

5,195 

4.988 

2;S15 

3,785 

4,94) 

A,  oiO 

2,(M8 

2, 16) 

777 

544 

517 

564 

504 

284 


7,008,808 

4,225,195 

4,225,251 

3,490,004 

2,670,002 

2,287,586 

2,272,227 

2,189,267 

2,101,607 

1,899,571 

1,678,654 

1,627,775 

1,504,182 

1,271,912 

963,440 

667,774 

634,900 

315,794 

199,647 

109,191 

165,313 

105,030 

13,780 


59 


120,638 


41,485,442 


Formation  of  the  Oberschlesische  Kohlen-Konvention. 

In  1898  the  mining  companies  established  the  "Oberschlesische 
Kohlen-Konvention,"  which  was  joined  later  by  the  Prussian  Gov- 
ernment. This  convention  was  founded  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
bating the  strong  competition  of  the  "  Rheinische-Westf alische 
Kohlen-Syndikat,"  which  represents  the  Ruhr  district  in  the  western 
part  of  Germany.  The  Upper  Silesian  convention,  unlike  the  syndi- 
cate, does  not  interfere  witn  the  sale  of  coal,  but  regulates  the  market 
bj  fixing  minimum  prices  and  the  general  conditions  of  transporta- 
tion. In  all  other  affairs  the  convention  leaves  freedom  of  action 
to  all  its  members  and  it  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  coal- 
mining industry  in  Upper  Silesia. 

The  Lower  Silesian  coal-mining  concerns  are  united  in  the  "  Nieder- 
schlesische  Kohlen-Syndikat,"  which  does  not  compare   with   the 
"Upper  Silesian  Konvention"  in  importance. 
Labor  Conditions. 

Living  conditions  are  very  favorable.  The  Upper  Silesian  min- 
ing companies  provide  their  workmen  with  clean,  healthy,  and  cheap 
lodgings  near  the  mines.  Similar  efforts  are  being  made  in  Lower 
Silesia,  although  the  mountainous  character  of  the  land  makes  it 
difficult  to  form  large  colonies  of  workmen  as  in  Upper  Silesia. 

In  both  districts  the  mining  concerns  make  special  efforts  to  assist 
their  employees.  The  necessary  foodstuffs,  such  as  pork,  potatoes, 
cabbage,  etc.,  are  purchased  in  large  quantities  by  the  companies  and 
sold  to  the  workmen  at  minimum  prices  with  convenient  terms  of 
payment.  One  of  the  Lower  Silesian  coal  mines  has  established  a 
bakery,  which  Supplies  a  good  quality  of  bread  to  all  the  laborers 
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in  its  employ.    A  sufficient  amount  of  coal  is  famished  to  every 
employee  or  workman  free  of  charge. 

Of  the  number  of  industrial  laborers  in  Upper  Silesia  totaling 
197,062  in  1912,  120,638,  or  61  per  cent,  were  employed  in  the  coal 
mines.  Labor  conditions  there  are  characterized  by  the  minor 
depth  of  the  shafts,  with  favorable  temperatures.  The  Upper  Sile- 
sian  mines  are  generally  free  from  the  fulminating  damp  and  sul- 
phuric acid  which  characterize  some  of  the  coal  mines  in  Lower 
Silesia.  Statistics  show  that  deaths  from  accidents  are  decreasing 
in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Silesian  coal  mines. 

Nninl)er  of  Kiners  Employed  and  Wages  Keoeired. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  workmen,  the  average 
wage  per  shift,  per  vear,  and  per  worlanan  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Silesia  from  1910  to  1914: 


• 

Upper  Sne3ia. 

Lower  Silesia. 

Veir. 

Number 
ot  work- 
men. 

WaueJ 
shift. 

Waie3 
per 
year. 

Number 

ofworlt- 

men. 

Wages 

per 
year. 

1910 

116,282 
117,403 

?aR2 
.83 
.83 
.88 
.85 

$229.43 
233.24 
258.23 
289.89 

258.47 

27,979 
27,988 
27,923 
27,864 
25,619 

ta77 
.79 
.78 
.82 
.82 

1231.$! 

1911 

237.52 

1912 

117,585 
121.617 
119,373 

24S.8 

1913 

1914 

2BLS 

2tav 

The  fi^ires  for  Tapper  Silesia  do  not  give  the  actual  wages  of 
skilled  miners,  which  arc  considerably  higher  than  those  paid  un- 
skilled laborers. 

There  are  usually  three  shifts  in  24  hours  of  8  hours  each, 
and  the  time  consumed  in  going  to  and  from  the  mines  is  not  in- 
cluded. Shift  working  in  a  mme. where  the  temperature  is  more 
than  30°  Cel.  (86°  Fahr.)  is  usually  six  hours.  Special  laws  regulate 
the  time  of  work  and  the  intervals  for  youths  and  women. 

In  the  following  table  arc  shown  the  number  of  worlcmen  em- 
ployed in  the  mines  of  Upper  and  Lower  Silesia  in  1914  and  the 
wages  received  by  them : 

UPPEn  SILESIA. 


Class. 


Number 
of  work- 
men. 


Number  of  shifts. 


Total. 


Per 
man. 


Earned  net  wa£i!<. 


Total. 


Per 
shift. 


Per 

mm. 


Miners  (under  groundl 

Other  workmen  (under  ground). 

Workmen  (over  ground) 

Youths  from  14  to  18  years 

Women  (over  ground) 


3.'<.226 

39,973 

31,413 

8,999 

5,782 


10,486,216 
12,272,883 
9,781,036 
2,011,929 
1,690,406 


298 
307 
311 
292 


111,960,538 

10,258,641 

7,485,495 

6U,SS5 

526,775 


$1.14 

.83 
.77 
.30 
.31 


f3» 

357 


LOWER  SILESLI. 


Uiners  (under  ground) 

Other  workmen  (under  ground) 

Workmen  (over  ground). 

Youths  from  14  to  16  years  (over  groimd).... 
Women  (over  ground) 


10,427 

6,806 

7,001 

957 

338 


3,271,249 

2,174,636 

2,284,506 

2S7,.315 

101,503 


314 
315 
396 
300 
300 


13,026,337 

1,795,173 

1,713,881 

93,481 

41,8n 


.82 
.75 
.» 
.41 


3M 
W 
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T«tal  TrodnctloV  ia  1913,  1914,  and  1916  in  Oeimany. 

The  total  production  of  coal,  lignite,  coke,  and  briquets  in  Ger- 
many for  the  years  1913,  1914,  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  follov?ing 
table : 


Item. 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Stone  coed 

Ugnit* 

Coke 

Stone-coel  briquets. 
Briquets  from  lignite 


Tom. 
191,511,154 
87,116,343 

32,167,716 
5,823,778 
21,417,979 


Totu. 
161,535,224 
83,946,906 
27,334,n2 
5,948,929 
21,448,600 


T&iu. 
146,712,350 
88,309,554 
26,358,430 
6,392,484 
23,360,464 


Of  the  total  output  of  coal  in  1913,  Upper  Silesia  produced 
43,434,944  metric  tons,  valued  at  $93,828,168,  or  $2.16  per  ton,  com- 
pared with  36,996,106  metric  tons,  valued  at  $80,838,366,  or  $2.18  per 
ton,  in  1914.  Lower  Silesia  produced  5,527,859  metric  tons,  valued  at 
$13,778,772,  or  $2.49  per  ton,  in  1913,  and  4,845,854  metric  tons, 
valued  at  $12,314,179,  or  $2.54  per  ton,  in  1914. 

Antonnt  of  Coal  Mined  per  Van. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  shifts,  total  and  per  man, 
the  total  production,  the  production  per  man  and  per  shift  m  Upper 
and  Lower  Silesia  from  1910  to  1914 : 

UPPER  SILESU. 


Year. 

Shifts. 

Production  of  coal. 

Total. 

Per  man. 

Total. 

Per  man. 

Pet  shift. 

WW. 

32,549,363 
33,059,398 
36,488,014 
37,954,107 
38,272,475 

290 
382 
310 
313 
304 

Metric 

lotu. 
34,460,660 
36,853,790 
41,074,600 
43,434,044 
36,996,106 

Mctrie 

tom. 
286 
312 
348 
357 
310 

MOtrie 
tatu. 
1.038 

WIl 

L109 

1JI2. 

1.136 

1013 

1.144 

1914 

1.020 

LOWER  SILESIA. 


1010. 

8,433,975 
8,467.231 
8,842,336 
8,931,944 
8,119,200 

301 

303 
317 
321 
317 

5,632,679 
5,646,622 
5,609,888 
5,527^859 
4,845,854 

198 
202 
197 
188 
180 

a«6 

a687 

1912. 

0.823 

1913 

a  619 

1914 

a597 

Competition  With  Other  Coal  Fields. 

With  regard  to  the  sale  of  coal,  it  is  reported  that  during  the  past 
few  years  the  Lower  and  Upper  Silesian  mining  companies  had  to 
meet  strong  competition  from  the  districts  of  Middle  and  Western 
Germany,  and,  previous  to  the  war,  from  England,  which  had  in- 
vaded the  German  market  on  accotmt  of  convenient  water  trans- 
portation. As  Silesia's  geographical  location  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Germany  is  unfavorable  for  inland  trade,  and  waterways  are  few 
and  inconvenient,  the  Silesian  coal  industry  had  to  look  for  markets 
in  the  adjoining  districts  of  Russia  and  Austria. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  sales  of  Upper  and  Lower  Silesdan 
coal  transported  by  railroad  in  1911, 1912,  and  1913  : 


UPPER  SILESIA. 


Italln-ay  transportation  to— 


1«I1 


19U 


1913 


District  of  l- pp«r  Silef^ia. . , 
Other  districts  of  (ierraany 

]liissian  Iceland .*. 

Oilier  districts  of  Russia.. . 

Onlicia  Aiid  llticowina 

Uolicmia 

Ilnncarv 

Other  dlstrict,s  of  Austria . . 

Houmanin 

Servia,  Bulijarla,  Turkey. . 

Switzerland 

Other  countries 

Total 


JletrieloM. 

5,019,270 

U,  224, 853 

1,177,250 

181,039 

1,203,203 

732,661 

1,845,068 

4,533,111 

5,755 

2,209 

268 

720 


Metric  tans. 

0,287,653 

14,503,713 

1,281,146 

181,204 

1,472,301 

817,958 

2,200,942 

4,995,089 

14,940 

2,755 

3,195 

28,612 


26,925,407     31,789,508 


Marie  lau. 

6,587,281 

14,279,626 

1,408,170 

489,928 

2,013,60 

841,B1 

%7S7,0« 

5, 452;  866 

5!^  404 

1,477 

3,ZU 

40;  SI 


33,036,^6 


LOWER  SILESI.\. 


Districts  of  Breslan  and  Llegnltz 

Other  districts  of  (iermany 

Russian  Poland 

Other  districts  of  Itussia 

(ialicia,  Biicowina 

Hungary,  Bosnia,  lleriei;ovina.. 

Bohemia 

Other  districts  of  .\uslria 

Total 


641,701 

012,459 

20,472 

808 

50 

10,496 

236,398 

146,808 


1, 
3,083,192 


1,661,373 

1,073,661 

34,233 

502 

10 

10,620 

1,335,459 

170,89} 


4,285,651 


1,698,29 

1,0SJ,7;2 

39, 5« 

6,8K 

46 

12;  98) 

1,273,731 

167,128 


4,20,  a» 


Compnl6ory  Insurance  for  Workmen. 

The  laws  in  (Jermany  for  the  social  welfare  of  the  working  classes 
require  the  mining  companies  to  contribute  considerable  sums  for 
insuring  their  workmen  and  employees.  Hospitals  and  sanitariums 
are  maintained  by  contributions  and  donations  from  various  con- 
cerns. The  workmen  themselves  have  to  pay  their  share  according 
to  the  wages  they  receive.  Besides  the  contributions  for  insurance 
the  mining  concerns  spend  considerable  sums  for  voluntary  relief 
work. 

The  following  table  shows  to  what  extent  the  Upper  Silesian  coal 
companies  are  taxed  by  the  various  branches  of  compulsory  insur- 
ance: 


Year. 

Amount  of  y«arW  cod- 
tributloo  paid  by— 

Per  head. 

Cooccms. 

Employee?. 

ISflS 

1629,023 
780,319 

1,462,527 
2,101,450 
8,134,410 

1409,010 

498,880 

870,904 

1,183,774 

1,804,002 

ms 

l)<y((                         

2L5I 

1902 

2tlU 

1907      

34.  m 

1912 

4079 

Increased  Prices  of  Oerman  Flatirons. 

Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer  reports  from  Breslau.  under  date  of  No- 
yomber  1,  that  the  Union  of  German  Flatiron  Manufacturers  has 
increased  the  price  of  its  products  by  another  10  to  15  per  cent. 
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COHDinOH  OF  THE  RRAZn.TATff  CEMEHT  MABKET. 

IConsid  Otnenl  AUred  h.  If  or«a  Qotlsclialk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Nor.  3.| 

lliere  lias  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  imports  of  cement 
into  Brazil  during  the  past  two  years,  compared  with  the  years 
immediately  preceding.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  decreased 
from  $7,119,210  in  1913  to  $2,504,061  in  1914  and  $2,611,315  in 
1916.    The  countries  of  origin  were  as  follows: 


Countr;. 


TTnltod  States... 

Oennany 

Qreat  Brilaln..., 

Belciam 

Denmark 

rtaaee. 

Otber  countries. 


Total. 


1913 


*7SS,023 
3,978,914 
1,918,481 
906,631 
110,  C39 
175,035 
2M,587 


7,119,210 


1914 


1357,634 
1,079,972 
573,301 
214,031 
142,026 
27,462 
110,635 


2,601,061 


1915 


$1,180,501 
84,667 
678,024 
6,013 
511,143 
60,604 
100,464 


2,611,315 


The  prices  of  certain  kinds  of  cement  on  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  market, 
per  barrel  of  150  kilos  (330  pounds),  have  been  as  follows  during  the 
ciirrent  year: 


Kind. 


Dova 

Alplia.... 
LaUgh... 
Pyramid . 


The  agent  of  a  large  American  cement  manufacturing  company 
states  that  the  local  market  is  overstocked  with  cement  at  present, 
and  that  unless  exceptionally  low  c.  i.  f .  prices  are  asked,  out  few 
orders  will  be  placed  until  the  beginning  of  next  year. 

(Previous  reports  on  the  Brazilian  cement  market  were  published  in  Couhercb 
Rbforts  for  Apr.  16,  May  21,  and  June  25,  1915.] 


PHUIFPINE  PALM  BRABDIES  AHS  ALCOHOL. 

[Consal  General  George  B.  Anderson,  FIoogkoDg,  British  China,  Oct.  20.1 

A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  widen  the  market  for  Philippine 
alcohol  products,  which  are  obtained  from  various  palms  on  the 
islands.  The  movement  particularly  relates  to  pure  alcohol  for 
medical  or  industrial  purposes  and  to  Philippine  coco  or  palm 
brandy.  Both  products  are  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  Hong- 
kong importers,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  considerable 
trade  in  them. 

The  sale  of  Philippine  alcohol  in  Hongkong  has  been  increasing 
at  an  especially  rapid  rate  and  bids  fair  to  maintain  a  strong  if  not 
a  controlling  hold  on  the  market  after  the  close  of  the  war,  which 
has  made  its  introduction  here  practicable.  Its  chief  competitor  is 
Java  alcohol.  The  alcohol  as  a  rule  is  imported  in  o-gallon  tins, 
two  tins  to  tne  case,  in  the  same  manner  as  gasoline  and  kerosene. 

[An  article  on  the  production  of  alcoliol  In  the  Pliilippinc  .Islands  was  pub- 
lished In  Ck)MMEBCE  Repobts  for  June  13,  1016.] 
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TBASE-ltABE  PROTECTIOV  IK  COSTA  BICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Ulysscss  S.  Fltxpatrick,  San  Jose,  Oct.  27.] 

A  decision  of  great  importance  to  users  of  unregistered  trade-marks 
was  rendered  by  the  President  of  Costa  Rica  on  October  25,  1916.  A 
well-known  brand  of  whisky  had  been  sold  in  Costa  Rica  for  mai\y 
years,  but  neitlier  the  name  nor  the  mark  had  been  registered.  Tak- 
ing advantage  of  this  situation,  a  local  company  secured  the  registra- 
tion of  a  similar  mark  and  served  notice  of  its  intention  to  prosecute 
infringements.  The  users  of  the  original  mark  contended  that  the 
registration  could  not  prevent  the  sale  of  their  whisky,  since  the  two 
marks  were  not  identical,  and  the  local  company  thereupon  applied 
also  for  the  registration  of  the  original  mark  without  variation.  In 
passing  upon  the  application  for  the  registration  of  this  latter  mark, 
the  President  held  that  since  it  was  widely  known  to  be  the  property 
of  another  company  the  application  should  be  refused.  The  Ifresi- 
dent  fin-ther  ordered  that  hereafter  no  trade-mark  should  be  regis- 
tered which  is  well  known  in  Costa  Rica  by  reason  of  advertising  or 
the  sale  of  trade-marked  articles  unless  authority  to  apply  for  such 
1  egistration  is  proved.  The  practical  effect  of  a  strict  application  of 
this  decision  will  be  to  prevent  the  misappropriation  of  foreign  marks 
even  when  not  registered. 


nrCBEASED  EZPOBTS  OF  COTTOV. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  December  2,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


PistricU. 


Ocorgto 

Mas!iachusot(s . 

Maryland 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 
I'hiladolphh. . . 
South  Carolina. 


Bales. 


3,011 
1.016 
3,278 
14,645 
9,890 
1,804 


Districts. 


VIrginta 

Galvestou 

Now  Orleans.. 
San  Francisco . 
Washington  . . 


Total. 


Bales. 


4,895 
68,341 
37,43 


m,m 


The  exports  of  196,501  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1, 1916,  approximately  2,568,654  bales.  Ship- 
ments of  cotton  for  the  correspondins;  periods  of  last  year  were, 
respectively,  114,109  bales  for  the  week  and  1,886,971  bales  in  the 
cotton  ycai'. 

INDTTSTBIAL  STATISTICS  IN  FEBTT. 

Industrial  statistics  are  to  be  collected  in  Peru,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  of  Fomento.  The  President  of  Peru,  in  a  decree 
published  in  a  recent  number  of  La  Revista  Comercial,  provides  for 
the  collection  and  publication  of  industrial  data  by  the  Department 
of  Fomento.  Manufacturing  establishments  must  furnish  the  infor- 
mation desired  by  the  Government.  The  industrial  statistics  will 
appear  annually  in  a  special  volume. 
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AHEBICAN  COHSVLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  Tvill  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


A11>ert.  Talbot  T 

BuckllD,  George  A 

Chamberlin,  George  E 

I>eiehmaii,  Carl  T 

I>ov,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene — 
Omion,  Jolin  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Jaikins,  Douglas 

lAOiam,  Charlea  L 

IJstoe,  S<H<en 

Sancr.Emil 

Smith,  Felix  Willoughby. 

SmiUi,  James  A 

<Iaggut,  a.  Kossell 

Winslow,  Edward  D 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Wlllrich,  Gebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W . . . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 

Santos,  Brazil. 

St.    Stephen, 

Brunswiclc. 

Barmen,  Germany 

Corinto,  Nicaragua 


New 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Coloenc,  Germany. . . . 
Tiflls,  Russia 

Calcutta.  India. 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

Copenhagen,  Denmarlc 

St.  Pierre,  Hlquelon... 

Quel>ec,  Quebec 

Atliem,  Greece. 


Expira- 
Uooof 

venue. 

Dec. 
Jan. 
Dec. 

25 
13 
23 

Jan. 
Jan. 

1 

17 

Jan. 
Dec. 

2 
31 

Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

30 
27 

1 
IS 

Feb. 
Dec. 

1 
15 

Jan. 
Dec. 

15 
20 

Dec. 

11 

Dec. 
...do 
Dec. 

23 
■31' 

Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstoclc  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Oonn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SM  Federal 

Bnlldlne,  Chicago,  lU. 
123  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
"LsMngton,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
1     Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
5    C/o  Uessmore  KcndeU,  Woolworth Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
1101  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washhigton, 

D.C. 
C/o  Dbtrict  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Conunaroe,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  HI. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington.  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C, 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Rlolunond,  Va. 


SALE  OF  GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  following  Avere  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  at  Washington,  during  the 
week  ended  December  2 : 

Cotton  Good*  in  China  (Special  Agents  Series  107). — A  report  worthy  of  the 
serious  consideration  and  study  of  American  cotton  mannfactnrers  who  ore 
seeking  an  outlet  abroad  for  their  products.    Price,  25  cents. 

The  Determination  of  the  Magnetic  Induction  in  Straight  Bars  (Standards 
Scientific  Papers  117). — DcJicrlptlon  of  a  method  of  making  precision  magnetic 
measurements  iu  use  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards.    Price,  15  cents. 

Artificial  Dyeatuffa  Vted  in  the  United  Stale*  (Special  Agents  Series  121). — 
Gives  quantity  and  value  of  foreign  imports  and  of  domestic  protluction  during 
year  19ia-14.    Price,  30  cents. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DlSTSICr  OFFICES. 

XEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  CBstomIioi»f. 

B08T0N:  1801  Cnstomhoair. 

CHICAGO:  604  Federal  BolldiDf. 

ST.  tOUIS:  403  Third  Katloaal  Bank  Bnilriiu*. 

ATLAKTl:  S31  Post  Office  Billdlnf. 

MEW  OBLEANS:  lOSO  Ilibcrnla  Bank  Itullilliii. 

8AH  FBAKCISCO:  307  Customhouse. 

SEATTLE:  848  Hearf  Balldlaf. 


COOPERATIVE  OFFICES. 

CLETELAMI:  ('hawber  of  Commerce. 
CIXCIXXATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
( iXCIXXATI :  C,  X.  O.  f  T.  P.  Kf.  Co. 
I,OS  AXGELES:  Chamber  of  Commtrer. 
PIIII.ADEI.PniA:  Chamber  of  Commerte. 
CHATTAXOOCA :  Soalh  Amrricaa  Agent,  6ottth< 

era  By.  Co. 
PORTLAXD,  OBE(J.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DAVTOX :  (irratrr  Dairton  AssoelatlOB. 
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FOBEION  TBABE  OFPOBTUSniSS.' 

Koservcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Biirvma  and  its  district  oOlees.     Ueqoeat 
(or  eaeb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  neparate  sheet  and  stste  opportaaltT  nnBiber. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnlKh  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talien  in  all  cases.  KymbcU: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  f  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agency 23194 

Cloth  cutters,  electric 23196 

Curling  irons,  electric 23196 

Flint 23200 

Glue  in   tubes 23196 

Hinges,    window 23199 

Lumber    23192 

Polish,  furniture 23100 

I'otash    23108 

Itazors,  safety 23196 


Schooners 23195 

Screening  material 23199 

Shoe  trees 281M 

Springs,  window 2S199 

Sulphate  of  copper 23192 

Ticking,   mattress 23197 

Tools    2S196 

Travelers'   supplies 2319C 

Wrist  watch  hoidera 23196 

VaniUin   28198 


23192.* — A  chocolate  manufacturing  company  in  Switzerland  is  in  tbe  market 
for  lumber  for  raaUiug  packiug  cases  such  ns  are  used  in  .shipping  chocolate. 
I'rices  should  be  quotetl  c.  i.  f.  £uroi)ean  port.  Payment  will  be  made  In 
cu!ih  against  documents.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Iteferences. 

23193.* — The  buyer  for  a  firm  which  manufactures  fertilizers  in  Spain  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  pure  sulphate  of  copper.  Fifty 
tons  or  more  are  desired.  If  shipment  Is  made  by  steamer  prices  should 
be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  Cadiz,  and  if  by  sailing  vessel,  c.  I.  f.  Malaga.  Payment 
will  be  made  in  cash  upon  arrival  and  after  analysis  of  goods.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Iilnglish.    References. 

23194.1: — ^A  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  exporters.  No  par- 
ticular line  of  goods  is  specified.    Reference. 

23195.* — A  group  of  planters  in  a  Portuguese  Insular  possession  desire  to  pur- 
chase two  wooden  schooners  of  about  263  tons  net  each,  for  the  transport 
tntion  of  fruit.  The  \es.sels  should  linve  tlii"ee  masts,  two  lintches,  holds 
floored  with  copper,  ventilation  for  holds,  and  steam  winch  between  hutdies. 
The  schooners  should  be  equipped  with  auxiliary  steam  powa:  sufficient 
to  attain  a  speed  of  5  knots.  The  length  of  time  necessary  to  build  and 
price  should  be  stated.  Cash  will  be  paid  on  delivery  of  vessels.  Corre- 
spondence in  lilugllsh. 

23190.* — A  wholesale  merchant  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American"  mann- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  tools,  electric  curling  Irons,  elwtric  cloth  cutters, 
wrist-watch  holders,  travelers'  supplies,  furniture  polish,  safety  razors, 
tubes  of  glue,  shoetrees,  etc.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destina- 
tion.   Correspondence  in  Spanish.    References. 

23197.* — A  manufacturer  of  mattresses  in  Canada  is  in  the  market  for  ticking. 
Three  grades  of  ticking  mv.  desired,  including  the  cheapest  quality.  Approxi- 
mately 500  yards  of  material  are  to  be  used  daily. 

23198.* — A  firm  In  Switzerland  would  like  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Americnn 
ninnufarturers  and  exporters  of  potash  and  vanillin  such  as  are  us«l  In 
the  manufacture  of  chocolate.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Euroi>eau 
ix)rt.  Payment  will  be  made  In  cash  against  documents.  References.  Cor- 
respondence In  English. 

23199.?: — A  man  in  New  Zealand  desires  to  communicate  wltii  American  nwnu- 
facturcrs  of  window  and  door  screening  materials  for  use  on  railway  trains. 
I'rices,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  together  with  cost  of  springs  and  hinges,  are 
requeste<l. 

23200.* — A  business  man  In  England  wishes  to  purchase  flints  for  cigarette 
lighters.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  English  and  Euroitoan  itoHib 
Payment  will  be  made  by  sight  draft. 
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NEW  BBITISH  MILLING  OSSEB. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Nov.  21.1 

The  Milling  Order,  1916,  issued  by  the  British  Board  of  Trade 
gives  for  the  United  Kingdom  the  following  as  the  percentages  of 
flour  that  must  be  extracted  from  wheat  of  various  qualities:  From 
English  wheat,  70  per  cent;  choice  Bombay,  78;  Austrahan,  78;  Blue 
Stem,  76;  WaUa  Walla,  75;  No.  2  Red  Western,  76;  No.  2  Red 
Winter,  74;  No.  2  new  Hard  Winter  (1916),  76;  No.  1  Northern,  75; 
No.  1  Northern  Manitoba,  old  crop,  76;  No.  2  Northern  Manitoba, 
old  crop,  75;  No.  3  Northern  Manitoba,  old  crop,  73;  choice  white 
Karachi,  75;  Rosafe  (62  pounds),  73;  soft  red  Karachi,  75;  Baril 
(61 J  pounds),  74;  and  Barletta  Russo  (61^  pounds),  74  per  cent. 

The  order  will  come  into  force  on  November  27,  1916;  that  is  to 
say,  on  and  after  that  date  no  wheat  may  be  milled  except  in  accord- 
ance with  this  schedule. 

INCBEASE  OF  FOB!  CHABOES  AT  BBISTOL. 

(Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Nov.  8.] 

The  Bristol  Docks  Committee  have  given  notice  that  in  consequence 
of  a  further  war  allowance  being  granted  to  dock  laborers  the  dues, 
rates,  and  charges  have  been  increased  as  follows: 

On  and  after  October  21,  1!)1G,  a  further  5  per  cent  on  all  ships 
entering  from  or  leaving  for  foreign  ports  and  on  all  goods  imported 
from  or  exported  to  foreign  ports,  making  a  total  increase  of  15  per 
cent  in  former  rates ;  on  and  after  October  2,  1916,  an  additional  10 
per  cent  for  labor  furnished  by  the  Docks  Committee.  Tlie  former 
schedule  is  therefore  subject  to  a  total  increase  of  30  per  cent. 


INCBEASED  FBICES  OF  GEBMAN  FOBCELAIN. 

Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer  reports  from  Breslau  that  the  most 

?irominent  porcelain  manufacturers  in  Germany  have  agreed  upon  a 
urther  increase  of  20  per  cent  on  the  prices  of  their  products;  that 
is,  from  a  previous  increase  of  45  per  cent  to  65  per  cent  over  the 
prices  prevailing  before  the  war. 
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AUTOHOBILE  TBADE  OF  DIXOLASK, 

[Vice  Consul  Axel  Permin,  Copenbagen,  Oct.  27.] 

Denmark  has  never  previously  experienced  such  prosperity  as 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  auto- 
mobiles registered  shows  that  at  present  there  is  a  good  market 
here  for  motor  cars  of  all  descriptions.  There  were  5,718  automobiles 
registered  in  the  Kingdom  on  September  1,  1916,  against  4,331  on 
September  1,  1915,  and  3,430  on  the  corresponding  date  in  1914. 
The  total  indicated  horsepower  rose  from  28,100  in  1914  to  35,200  in 
1915  and  50,500  in  1916.  Since  tlic  beginning  of  the  war  the  increase 
has  thus  been  2,288  cars  and  22,400  horsepower.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  motor  cars  registered  in  Copenhagen,  the  pro- 
vincial cities,  and  the  rural  districts  on  September  1  of  the  years 
named : 


District. 

190) 

417 
114 
151 

1913 

1914 

1915 

191* 

Cop^nhagfin 

S34 

4SS 
278 

1,454 
1,130 
'846 

1,675 
i;441 
1,215 

2,1» 

i,sa 

V,7t: 

Ruml  districts 

Total 

es2 

1,587 

S,430 

4,331 

s,m 

As  will  be  seen  from  this  table  the  increase  in  the  number  of  ro- 
istered automobiles  from  1914  to  1916  is  largest  in  the  rural  districts 
(901)  and  smallest  in  the  capital  (074)  cai"s. 

Horsepower  of  Cars  and  Tmoks. 

Of  the  5,718  automobiles  registered  on  September  1,  1916,  by  &r 
the  largest  number,  viz,  4,995,  were  for  personal  use.  This  number 
includes  1,461  which  are  used  for  cab  or  ominbus  services,  leaving 
3,534  for  private  use.  Auto  trucks  numbered  723.  In  1914  there  were 
1,948  private  automobiles  and  351  auto  trucks.  The  increase  during 
the  two  years  is  thus  1,580  private  automobiles  and  372  auto  trucks. 
The  following  table  classines  these  cars  by  indicated  horsepower: 


Horsepower. 

Cars  for  per- 
sonal nsc. 

Autotnxl^ 

1914 

1916 

1914 

191« 

Up  toe 

1,105 

1,676 

298 

1,725 
2,485 

785 

109 
165 

77 

m 

6tol2 

M 

Over  12 

IS7 

Total 

3,079 

4,995 

351 

IS 

Of  the  automobiles  of  more  than  5  horsepower  registered  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1916,  76  were  of  Danish  make,  45  English,  588  American,  303 
French,  and  1,008  German.  Somo  of  these  cars  had  motors  rated 
above  40  horsepower. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  automobiles  and  accessories  in  Denmark  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  ita  district  and  cooperatiTO  <^cef 
upon  referring  to  file  No.  82156.J 
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CUBAN  DEMAin)  FOB  GASOLINE  HOTOSS. 

(Consul  K.  M.  Bartlcman,  Cienfupgos,  Nov.  7.] 

A  very  fair  demand  for  gasoline  motors  exists  in  the  Cienfuegos 
district,  but  on  accoimt  of  the  excessive  advance  in  the  price  of  gaso- 
line there  is  a  tendency  to  turn  to  the  crude-oil  engine. 

The  following  quotations  have  been  obtained:  IJ  horsepower,  $78; 
1^  horsepower,  $55 ;  4^  horsepower,  $;»5 ;  4  horsepower,  $180 ;  6  horse- 
power, $185,  $215,  and  $375 ;  8  horsepower,  $285. 

Dealers  also  offer  a  complete  plant  for  lighting  and  industrial  pur- 
poses (the  heating  feature  being  superfluous  for  this  diuiate).  con- 
sisting of  engine,  motor,  and  storage  battery,  with  a  capacity  for  10 
lights,  costing  at  factory  $150,  placed  on  market  here  at  $240. 
Others,  of  20-Iight  capacity,  with  a  factory  cost  of  $200,  sell  here 
at  $320. 

Service  for  Both  Power  and  light.  . 

In  this  district  pretentious  residences  warranting  the  installation 
of  electric  lights  or  farms  where  the  development  of  power  is  de- 
sirable are  very  limited  in  number.  Every  important  center  of 
population,  including  the  sugar  plantations,  has  service  for  both 
power  and  light,  although  it  is  probable  that  much  of  the  current 
IS  available  only  during  the  "lighting"  hours,  from  sunset  to  sun- 
rise. In  this  city,  however,  it  is  stated  that  everything  is  in  readiness 
for  daily  service  except  the  rimning  of  the  cable,  the  delivery  of 
"which  has  been  delayed  several  months. 

The  names  of  individuals  and  firms  who  may  be  interested  in  this 
subject  are  forwarded.  It  is  suggested  that  correspondence  be  con- 
ducted in  Spanish,  the  language  of  the  country,  thus  facilitating  ne- 
gotiations, as  well  as  creating  a  better  impression  and  closer  contact 
commercially. 

[The  names  of  the  firms  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  81941.] 

NASSAU  BAKES  AND  AMEBICAN  TBABE. 

[Consul  W.  F.  Doty,  Nassau,  New  Providence,  Bahamas,  Nov.  24.] 

There  are  two  banks  at  Nassau — the  Bank  of  Nassau  and  a  branch 
of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada.  Numerous  inquiries  are  received  at 
the  latter  bank  from  merchants  in  the  United  States  concerning 
financial  conditions  in  the  Bahama  Islands,  especially  the  standing 
of  firms,  which  are  promptly  answered  gratis.  Bills  of  lading  and 
invoices  of  articles  shipped  from  the  United  States  are  forwarded 
for  collection  to  this  bank,  which  is  in  position  materially  to  assist 
in  the  interchange  of  commodities  by  aiding  the  importer  financially 
if  required  to  do  so. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  financial  matters  in  the 
Bahama  Islands  compared  with  1915,  owing  to  increased  exjports  and 
good  offers  for  standard  articles.  Collections  have  been  easier.  The 
outlook  is  hopeful.  The  purchasing  power  is  being  increased  by 
larger  plantations  of  field  crops,  resulting  in  increased  shipments  of 
fresh  tomatoes  and  other  "  green  truck  "  to  the  United  States. 
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TYPES  OF  XUSICAL  INSTSmCEHTS  USED  DT  OTATf. 

[Vice  CoDKUl  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Oct  10.] 

Musical  instruments  of  western  types  have  not  yet  become  very 
popular  in  Siam.  The  piano  and  the  small  portable  organ  may  be 
seen  occasionally  in  the  homes  of  the  Siamese  and  Chinese,  but  they 
are  kept  for  ornamental  rather  than  actual  use.  Some  other  instru- 
ments of  foreign  make,  however,  hare  found  favor  for  use  in  military 
bands  and  in  the  funeral  processions  of  the  Qiinese.  The  phono- 
graph has  a  place  in  every  Siamese  or  Chinese  home  that  can  afford 
one. 

Of  the  $13,872  worth  of  musical  instrimients  imported  into  Siam 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  the  phonograph  and  its 
recor(£  no  doubt  account  for  the  greater  portion.  The  values  of  the 
imports  of  musical  instnmients  for  the  four  fiscal  years  preceding 
1916  were  $41,537  in  1912,  $24,412  in  1913,  $31,489  in  1914,  and 
$14,666  in  1915.  The  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies  con- 
tributed the  larger  share  of  these  imports  during  1916,  but  before 
the  war  imports  from  Germany  at  times  exceeded  those  of  other 
European  countries,  while  the  amount  supplied  by  the  United  States 
hitherto  has  been  insignificant. 

As  a  strong  demand  exists  in  this  country  for  phonographs  and 
phonographic  records,  an  active  American  canvassmg  agency  would 
be  likely  to  produce  a  successful  business. 

Siamese  Music  and  Instraments. 

The  Siamese  musical  scale  has  been  described  as  radically  different 
from  the  European.  The  ideal  scale  here  is  an  equal  division  of  the 
octave  into  seven  parts,  and  each  interval  therefore  consists  of  If 
semitones.  The  Siamese  music  is  not  written  but  learned  by  ear 
and  handed  down  traditionally. 

In  his  book,  "Lotus  Land,"  Mr.  Thompson,  describing  Siamese 
orchestral  music,  states  that  in  an  open-air  band  the  conductor  sits 
within  a  large  circular  frame,  from  which  are  suspended  small  gongs 
of  different  tones.  On  either  hand  are  the  "  ranats,"  or  harmonicons, 
consisting  of  strips  of  bamboo  strung  upon  a  sort  of  cradle,  and  tuned 
by  small  weights  stuck  upon  them  with  wax.  The  cradles  are  some- 
times beautifully  inlaid  with  ivory.  When  an  actor  in  a  theatrical 
performance  begins  to  sing,  the  conductor  of  the  orchestra  softly 
follows  the  first  long-drawn-out  notes  until  he  hits  upon  the  correct 
key.  This  he  gives  to  the  rest  of  the  band,  and  then  the  liquid  notes 
of  the  "  ranats  "  join  in. 

Stringed  Instruments  Used  on  Special  Ocoasioni. 

In  the  full  band,  which  plays  at  a  rich  man's  house  on  great  occa- 
sions, stringed  instruments  also  are  used.  The  oldest  of  these  are 
viols,  quite  similar  to  those  used  in  Persia.  The  belly  of  the  instru- 
ment is  made  of  the  dried  outer  rind  of  a  coconut,  covered  with  fish 
skin,  upon  which  is  fastened  a  piece  of  colored  cut  glass,  serving 
apparently  to  quench  the  inharmonic  proper  tones  of  the  membrane. 
The  foot  is  of  turned  ivory  and  the  neck,  also  of  ivory,  is  enriched 
with  niello-work,  or  inlaid  mother-of-pearl.  There  is  no  finger  board. 
The  three  strings  are  of  silk  cord,  and  the  bow  is  strung  with  horse- 
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hair.    There  are  small  fiddles  of  a  Chinese  pattern,  with  two  strings 
and  a  belly  which  looks  like  the  bowl  of  a  pipe. 

The  Laos  of  northern  Siam  have  a  very  interesting  reed  instru- 
ment, which  is  made  up  with  14  bamboo  or  hollow-reed  pipes  sym- 
metrically arranged  with  a  small  air  chamber  and  mouthpiece  of 
turned  wood  or  ivory.  A  tongued  metul  plate  is  inserted  in  a  slit  in 
each  pipe,  and  the  joints  between  the  pipes  and  the  air  chamber  are 
stopped  with  wax.  The  tone  of  this  instrument  is  described  as  pecu- 
liarly sweet,  and  chords  may  be  produced  upon  it. 

Provide  ICusio  for  Boyal  Ceremonies. 

Among  the  highljr  prized  instruments  are  the  "  frog "  drum  and 
the  chank  shells,  which  are  considered  of  good  omen  and  form  part 
of  the  ritual  band  that  furnishes  the  music  when  the  King  honors 
state  ceremonies  with  his  presence. 

Siam  has  no  stores  where  rare  native  musical  instruments  may  be 
purchased,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  one  may  be  found  for  sale 
in  a  pawnshop.     Modem  musical  instruments,  including  phono- 

f-aphs  and  records,  are  sold  by  all  the  leading  general  stores  in 
angkok. 

The  import  duty  on  musical  instruments,  phonographs,  and  records 
is  3  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


AUEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert,  Tulbot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

Bncllin,  Ocorgo  A 

Cbambcrlln,  Cleorgo  E 

Delchman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene 

Gamon,  Jolm  A 

Hanson,  GeorgeC 

JcnVins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  tiorco 

Saner,  Emil 

Smith,  Telix  Willoughby. 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggarl,  G.  Rus3cU 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Willrioh,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W . . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 
La  Oualra,  Venezuela. 


Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. 


Santos,  Brazil. 

St.     Stephen, 

Brunswick. 

Barmen.  Germany 

Corinto,  Nicaragua. . . . 


New 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Ra'sia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
Tiflis,  Russia. 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario. . 


St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec.  25 
Feb.  10 


Jan.    13 
Dec.  23 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan.     2 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  1 
Jan.    15 

Feb.  1 
Dec.  IS 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  20 

Dec.  25 

...do 

Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  District  Offlcc,  Bureau  o(  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  Custom- 
house, New  York  City,  until  Dec.  S. 

Lynn  Haven,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 

C/o  E.  L.  Chamberiin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 

C/o  District  OlTlce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Federal 
liuildiug,  Chicago,  111. 

129  Main  Street,  Hrldgenort,  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Messmore  Kendell,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 

Department  of  Stite,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

.  D.C. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 
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NEW  BUmtlNOS  FOB  BBESLAIT  AGBICUITirBAL  COLLEGE. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslao,  Oermuiy,  Not.  1.] 

The  Breslau  Agricultural  College,  a  part  of  the  Breslau  Uni- 
versity, was  formerly  located  in  the  Silesian  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture, but  because  of  increased  attendance  new  and  modern  building 
are  now  required.  Work  was  started  in  1914  and  the  main  building 
on  Hansastrasse  is  now  practically  completed,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  entire  group  of  buildings  will  not  be  finished  until  1918. 

The  college  will  consist  of  seven  departments:  The  CoUe^  for 
Cultural  Technics,  the  Institute  for  Veterinary  Medicine,  the  Agri- 
cultural, Chemical,  and  Bacteriological  Institute,  the  College  for  Ani- 
mal Industry,  the  Agricultural  Technological  Institute,  we  College 
for  Agricultural  Economy,  and  the  College  for  Plant  Industry,  to- 
sides  scientific  laboratories  and  libraries.  The  wardrobes,  lecture 
halls,  and  reading  rooms  will  be  used  by  all  students  in  common. 
In  aadition  to  the  main  building  there  wiU  be  four  one-story  annexes 
for  housing  a  collection  of  agricultural  machinery,  a  veterinary 
hospital,  stables,  and  a  section  halL 

The  cost  was  given  in  the  budget  of  1914  as  $265,322,  but  on  ac- 
coimt  of  the  general  increase  in  prices  and  wages  and  tiie  purchases 
of  apparatus  not  originally  contemplated  the  final  cost  will  total 
$595,000. 

PAPEB  TBADE  OF  GTTATEMALA. 

[CoDsoI  Samuel  C.  Beat,  OoateauUa  City,  Not.  14.] 

Guatemala  is  buying  all  of  the  print  paper  needed  to  supply  fonr 
daily  newspapers,  a  number  of  weeklies,  and  several  job-printing 
establishments  at  this  time  from  the  United  States.  During  the  past 
year  at  least  6,000  reams  of  news  paper,  valued  at  $16,000  Unite! 
States  gold,  were  brought  in,  while  paper  of  other  classes  to  the  value 
of  nearly  $131,000  was  also  imported.  Of  this  "other  paper"  the 
United  States  furnished  $102,000  worth  and  Spain  $29,000. 

Before  the  European  war  the  bulk  of  the  paper  supply  of  Guate- 
mala came  from  Germany  and  a  small  quantity  from  England. 
Local  dealers  are  predicting  that  much  of  this  trade  will  revert  to 
Europe  unless  the  American  dealers  and  manufacturers  improve 
upon  their  present  methods.  Complaint  is  made  of  unreasonable 
delays  in  shipment  and  delivery  of  tne  goods ;  and  in  this  connection 
a  local  dealer  reports  that  after  having  placed  an  order  with  an 
American  firm  and  after  having  waited  for  six  months,  a  substitute 
order  was  placed  with  a  manufacturer  at  Birmingham,  England,  and 
the  British  goods  were  received  before  those  from  the  United  States 
under  the  original  order.  This  delay  may  have  bwn  caused  by  the 
lack  of  shipping  facilities  or  the  congestion  of  the  ports. 

There  is  also  complaint  of  the  practice  of  consigning  shipments  to 
the  railway  company  in  Guatemala  rather  than  to  the  customer 
direct. 
Customs  Duty — Daily  and  Weekly  Publications. 

Print  paper  is  subject  to  a  customs  duty  of  2^  cents  United  States 
gold  and  2J  cents  Guatemalan  currency  per  kilo,  or  about  $1.16 
per  100  pounds. 
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There  are  four  daily  newspapers  published  in  Guatemala  City. 
Diario  de  Centre  America,  El  Nacional,  La  Kepublica,  and  the  Eco 
Aleman.  The  Diario  de  Centro  America  has  two  standard  Mergen- 
thaler  linotype  machires,  imported  from  the  United  States,  w-Iiile 
El  Nacional  and  La  Kepublica  each  have  one.  A  job  printing 
establishment  has  four  linotypes  and  another  establishment  one. 
La  Kepublica  has  a  modern  duplex  printing  press,  while  the  other 
dailies  have  cylinder  ])re?ses  of  small  capacity.  The  first  linotype 
machine  was  brought  to  Guatemala  14  years  ago.  The  composition 
work  is  done  by  natives,  and  the  rate  of  compensation  is  greatly 
below  the  scale  paid  in  the  United  States.  There  is  said  to  be  no 
demand  for  skilled  linotype  operators  or  printing  pressmen. 

Besides  the  daily  newspapers  seven  weekly  publications,  La 
Opinion,  La  Grito  del  Pueblo,  El  Comercio,  La  Actualidad,  La 
Cronista,  El  Obrero,  and  La  Cultura  Latina,  are  issued  in  Guate- 
mala City. 

INVESTIOATION  OF  JAPANESE  TBADE  IN  MANCHUBIA. 

[Extract  from  China  Press,  forwardoU  by  CodkuI  0.  K.  Mosor,  Ilarbin,  China,  Oct.  28.1 

Mr.  Yoshida,  who  was  selected  by  the  Japanese  Government  to  in- 
A'estigate  commercial  conditions  in  Manchuria,  has  made  a  report 
giving  details  of  the  trade. 

About  one  month  is  re<iuired  to  transport  goods  from  Osaka  to 
Harbin,  even  by  passenger  train.  The  princij^al  Japanese  products 
that  are  sent  from  Ilarbin  to  European  Kussia  are  hosiery,  under- 
wear, shoe  soles,  cotton  textiles,  medicines,  isinglass,  and  insulated 
electric  wire.  Inquiries  have  been  received  recently  for  matches,  but 
regret  is  expressed  that  there  are  some  complaints  about  the  quality 
of  Japanese  matches. 

Since  the  middle  of  August  an  import  tax  has  been  assessed  upon 
hosiery  and  underwear  by  the  Russian  Manchuria  customs.    They 
are  now  dutiable  at  $1.20  L^nited  States  currency,  as  against  the 
former  rate  of  $0.55. 
Improvement  in  Trade  of  Korth  Xanchnria. 

The  trade  of  North  Manchuria  is  on  the  road  to  prosperity,  on 
accoimt  of  the  increased  population  and  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture.   Harbin  is  regarded  as  the  center  of  business. 

In  1915  imports  into  Harbin  were  put  at  $10,173,333  and  exports 
at  $15,080,000,  a  total  of  $31,253,333.    The  principal  imports  were: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

tsoo.ooo 

1,000.000 
1,333.333  1 

i.eoo.ooo  . 
990,000  ; 

3,660,067 

Other  cot  tan  textiles 

t666.667 

Tea    

COO.  000 

Cigarettes 

Petroleum ,. 

450.000 

Uclal  manufactures 

666.667 

Drilb   "            

Flax  bags 

916,667 

Cotton  textUes  of  smaller  width 

The  principal  exports  were:  Beans,  $8,000,000;  wheat,  $1,500,000; 
flour,  $1,666,667. 

The  abundant  agricultural  crop  indicates  prosperity  in  import  and 
export  trade  this  year. 
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BUSSIAV  SUGAS-BEBT  CBOP. 

[DriUsh  (OoTenuncnt)  Board  of  Tnd*  }oanul,  Kor.  23.) 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Eef  reports  that  according  to  statis- 
tics received  from  sugar  works  in  Russia,  under  dat«  of  September  1, 
the  estimated  area  and  yield  of  beet  root,  by  districts,  for  the  1916-17 
season  arc  as  follows,  the  corresponding  ligiu*es  for  the  1915-16 
season  being  added  for  purposes  of  comparison: 


Districts. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Central  Russli 

Aau. 

676,937 

103.799 

46.836 
510.202 

11,000 
370,230 

96.186 

Tont. 
4,S2S.O0O 

695.000 

239.000 

2,960.000 

46,000 

1,874,000 

457,000 

Aera. 

666,847 
80,223 
44,657 

455,  »2 
8,811 

303,152 
65,709 

7-oiu. 

4,754,  ea 

518,000 

Eastern  Russia 

Kherson 

185,009 
2.732,091 

4£sg9 

Kief 

Kuban  Province 

rodolia , 

1,766,001 

Voihynlac , 

391,006 

Total 

1,817,188 

11,090,000 

1,624,631 

10,381,000 

The  harvesting  of  the  beetroot  this  season  was  begun  in  the  first 
days  of  September,  but  it  progressed  very  slowly.  Up  to  September 
20  scarcely  20  per  cent  of  tlie  expected  beetroot  was  gath^«d  and 
only  13  per  cent  had  been  delivered  at  the  works;  whereas  on  Oc- 
tober 1, 1915,  08  per  cent  had  been  gathered  and  45  per  cent  delivered. 
This  slowness  was  especially  noticeable  in  the  southwestern  Govern- 
ments. In  consequence  of  the  slow  delivery  of  beetroot,  only  60 
works  were  able  to  commence  operations,  as  compared  with  119 
works  in  1915-16.  Scarcity  of  labor  and  lack  of  transportation 
facilities  are  the  chief  reasons  for  the  small  quantity  of  beetroot 
gathered  and  the  difficulty  of  delivery  to  the  sugar  works. 

In  1915-lG,  in  the  whole  of  Russia,  93,000,000  poods  (3,358,500,000 
pounds)  of  sugar  were  manufactured.  In  1916-17,  if  all  the  beet 
be  gathered  and  delivered  to  the  works  in  good  condition,  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  should  amount  to  90,000,000  poods  (3^50,000,000 
pounds).  It  is  said  that,  owing  to  the  causes  mentioned,  at  least 
one-third  of  the  beet  will  not  be  delivered. 


SHIPMENTS  OF  MANGANESE  FROM  BTTSSIA. 

[Journal  ot  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  Septemtwr.] 

According  to  the  statistical  bureau  of  the  Council  of  Congresses  of 
Miners  of  Manganese  Ore  there  were  shipped  in  1916  from  the  Rus- 
sian ports  of  Poti  and  Datum  9,769  short  tons  of  Tchiatursk  man- 
ganese ore,  against  9,750  tons  in  1915  and  788,214  tons  in  1914.  By 
the  Tchiatursk  side  line  there  were  forwarded  from  the  Tchiatur^ 
district  (Kutais  Province,  Transcaucasia)  131,934  tons  in  1916,  of 
which  60,742  tons  were  further  forwarded  by  land.  In  1915  the 
shipments  from  this  district  amounted  to  35.246  tons  and  in  1914  to 
787^661  tons. 

The  price  of  the  ore,  which  during  the  first  three  months  of  1916 
did  not  exceed  8  to  9^  kopecks  per  pood  of  washed  ore,  has  now 
risen  to  20  to  22  kopecks  (100  kopecks=l  ruble,  which  at  the  normal 
exchange  rate=$0.515;  1  pood=36.1128  pounds). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB  BEPOBIS. 
SIAM'S  DtPOBTS  OF  MDTEBAL  OH. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok.] 


905 


With  imports  amounting  to  8,349^57  gallons,  valued  at  $1,262,050, 
Slam's  purchases  of  foreign  mineral  oil  in  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1916,  were  only  slightly  larger  than  in  the  preceding  fiscal  twelve- 
month, as  the  following  table  discloses : 


Articles  and  countries  whence  imported. 

1914-15 

1015-10 

Oallons. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

5,792,015 

1,494,360 

4,296,255 

294,430 

31,968 

262,462 

1.883,588 

1,685,972 

196,616 

379,624 

156,681 

Value. 

Koroseno 

6,167,674 

1,897,960 

4,269,714 

334  804 

23,944 

310,860 

1,166,910 

907,892 

259,018 

396,948 

151,  «1 

22,365 

91,926 

53,498 

76,038 

t059,785 

322,310 

637,475 

110,190 

7,3S5 

102,835 

45,260 

34,570 

10,680 

114,265 

40.555 

13,785 

18,920 

20,220 

19,975 

t9S4,925 
272,865 
712  OCO 

United  States 

Netherlands  Indies 

Gasoline 

100  840 

United  States. 

9!  240 

Netherlands  Indies................. 

91,600 
72,360 
63  245 

TJqnJ'i  'ml 

'Netherlands  Indies 

9,115 
103  925 

Lubri^Ung  oil 

Unitcd'States 

47,'  i05 

India 

N^t.h»p1aiiit<r  in'tiw  

116,369 
M,345 
11,990 

23,770 

Bingapore. - - 

28  065 

4!  890 

Grand  totaL ,. 

8,060,336 

1,229,490 

8,349,257 

1  262  060 

TANOASA  FIBER  OBTAHTED  FROM  BRAZIL. 

[Consul  A.  T.  Hacberle,  Fcrnambuco,  Oct  IT.] 

Some  very  fine  samples  of  jangada  fiber  have  been  obtained  by  the 
American  consulate  at  Pernambuco.  This  fiber  is  found  in  large 
quantities  in  the  southern  part  of  this  State,  as  well  as  in  Alagoas.  It 
is  obtained  from  the  bark  of  the  jangada  tree  which  gives  its  name 
to  the  native  fishing  raft,  the  jangada. 

The  fiber  is  used  to  some  extent  for  making  rope.  It  is  very  thin, 
somewhat  resembling  shavings,  but  wider  and  longer.  It  has  a  silky 
appearance. 

[Samples  of  the  fiber  mentioned  may  be  In-spected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  The  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
communications  on  the  subject  should  be  addressed  may  be  obtained  from  these 
offices  or  from  the  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau.    Uefer  to  tile  No.  82417.] 


CENSUS  OF  COTTON-GOODS  MANUFACTURES. 

A  preliminary  statement  of  the  1914  census  of  manufactures  for 
the  cotton-goods  industry  of  the  country  has  been  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Comparisons  are  made  with 
the  figures  from  the  census  of  1909.  During  the  five  yeai-s  the  total 
capital  invested,  including  cotton  goods,  cotton  small  wares,  and  cot- 
ton lace,  increased  from  $822,237,529  to  $899,764,682.  The  number 
of  wage  eamei-s  (average)  increased  from  378,880  to  379,366,  a  growth 
in  number  of  3.8  per  cent,  and  wages  increased  14.7  per  cent.  The 
number  of  salaried  employees  increased  from  8,514  to  8,951,  a  growth 
of  17.7  per  cent,  and  salaries  represented  an  increased  total  of  20.7 
per  cent.  There  was  practically  no  change  in  number  of  establish- 
ments, but  proprietors  and  firm  members  increased  29.7  per  cent. 
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DEVELOPMEirr  OF  USHEBIES  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Edward  A.   Dow,   St.   Stephen,  Kew  Bninswick,  Nor.  9;  see  ahso  CouMBitct 
REroBTS   tor  June  15,  1916.] 

The  Federal  Government  has  the  making  of  all  laws  regarding 
fisheries  in  Canada,  although  the  administration  of  these  laws  is 
undertaken  by  .some  of  the  Provinces  as  to  both  tidal  and  inland 
territory.  The  general  supervision  of  the  industry  rests  with  the 
Fisheries  Branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Naval  Service,  and  it 
is  from  the  annual  report  of  this  department  that  much  of  the  fol- 
lowing information  has  been  taken: 

The  coast  line  of  the  Atlantic  Provinces,  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to 
the  Strait  of  Belle  Isle,  without  taking  into  account  the  lesser  bays 
and  indentations,  measijres  over  5,000  miles.  On  the  Pacific  coast 
the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  because  of  its  numerous  islands, 
bays,  and  fiords,  has  a  sea-washed  shore  of  7,000  miles.  In  addition 
to  this  immense  salt-water  fishing  area  Canada  has  220,000  square 
miles  of  fresh  water,  abimdantly  stocked  with  many  species  of  excel- 
lent food  fislies. 

The  fisheries  of  tlie  Atlantic  coast  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
classes:  The  deep  sea,  which  take  cod,  haddock,  hake,  pollock,  and 
halibut;  and  the  inshore  or  coastal,  which  take  cod,  hake,  haddock, 
pollock,  halibut,  herring,  mackerel,  alewife,  shad,  smelt,  flounder,  and 
sardine.  The  most  extensive  lobster  fishery  known  is  carried  on  along 
the  eastern  shore  of  Canada,  while  excellent  oyster  beds  exist  in 
many  parts  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  salmon  fishery  is, 
of  course,  the  predominant  one  on  the  Pacific  coast,  but  an  important 
halibut  fishery  is  also  carried  on.  The  inland  lake  fisheries  j'ield 
whitefish,  trout,  pickerel,  pike,  sturgeon,  and  fresh-water  herring. 

Marketed  Yalne  of  Catch,  by  Provinces. 

The  total  marketed  value  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  fish  products,  and 
marine  animals  taken  by  Canadian  fishermen  from  the  sea  and  in- 
land lakes  and  rivers  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916, 
amounted  to  $35,860,708— $4,596,077  more  than  in  the  preceding 
twelvemonth  and  $2,652,960  more  than  in  1914.  The  valiie  produced 
from  the  fisheries  of  each  Province  in  the  respective  order  of  rank 
for  the  last  three  fiscal  years  was: 


Provinces. 

Flical  year  ended  Mar.  31— 

1914 

1915 

1916 

British  Columbia 

113,891,398 

8.297.S26 

4,308,707 

2,674,685 

1,850.427 

1,280.447 

606.272 

148.602 

81.319 

68.265 

$11,515,086 

7,730,191 

4,940.083 

2,755.291 

1.924.430 

1,261,666 

849,422 

132,017 

86,720 

69.725 

$14,538,320 

9,166,851 

4,737,145 

Ontjirio 

3,341.  IS 

2,076,851 
933,682 

rrinoo  Edwjird  Island 

Manitoba 

70,925 

8askntchc\\'<in  

165,888 

94.131 

Yukon 

63,736 

Total 

33,207,748 

31,264,631 

85,810,706 
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Dlstrllration  of  Catoli,  by  Varietie*. 

The  distribution,  by  varieties,  of  the  Canadian  catch  for  the  three 
years  under  review  (quantities  being  given  in  hundredweight  of  100 
pounds  unless  otherwise  stated)  was: 


Kinds  offish. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Alewlves hundredweight. . 

Clams,    quabaugs,    and   scallops, 
l>Brrels                    

61,768 

121,335 

1,664,599 

405,633 

353,598 

256,096 

2,484,219 

514,646 

215,442 

29,828 

61.603 

64,925 

160,094 

1,551,411 

141,384 

88,728 

73  164 

U7,887 

90,935 

87,972 

1,820,025 

666,002 

262,897 

239,920 

2,118,291 

408,816 

143,712 

26,546 

97,655 

97,724 

150.788 

1,409,828 

298.885 

93,771 

87.800 

159,894 

97,032 

73,713 

2.152,756 

682,522 

379,959 

228,151 

1,894,774 

445.27/ 

180.990 

21,386 

65,722 

69.229 

138,801 

1,410,769 

336,794 

67,607 

115,999 

153,629 

r85,445 

197,427 

3,387,109 

841.511 

490,979 

2,036.400 

3,173.129 

4,710.062 

1,280,319 

173,753 

449,539 

372,868 

187  723 

10,833.713 

678,888 

810.392 

564,389 

929,962 

2,000,360 

1106,906 

282,876 

3,886,134 

1,244,840 

313,921 

1,793,283 

2,735.267 

4,339,929 

826,846 

177,979 

657.783 

469,919 

214,195 

8,660.386 

1,349,615 

837,682 

823,504 

975,685 

1,867,891 

tl20,120 
240.611 

Codfish hundredweight.. 

Haddock do.... 

Hake  and  cask do — 

Halibut do.... 

Herrings do 

Lobstos do.... 

Mackerel do.... 

Oysters barrels.. 

Pickerel hundredweteht. . 

Pike do.... 

PoUook do.... 

Salmon do.... 

Sanllnes....... I)arrel3.. 

4,489,496 

1,232,022 

620,061 

2,261,778 

2,906,887 

4,506,155 

990,329 

147,628 

901,183 

347,355 

193,788 

11,262,381 

1,229,008 

Smelts hundredweight.. 

Trout do 

Whiteflsh do.... 

All  other 

632,733 

870,209 

1,048,641 

1,960,241 

Total 

33.207,748 

31,284,631 

35,880,708 

Fish  Inspeotion  Act — Capital  Invested. 

The  herring  industry  has  failed  to  progress  satisfactorily  for  some 
time,  and  the  Government  hopes  to  improve  conditions,  especially 
in  curing  and  packing,  by  instruction  and  inspection.  A  fish  in- 
spection act,  in  force  since  May  1,  1915,  aims  to  effect  the  use  of 
strong,  well-made  barrels  and  to  raise  the  standard  of  curing  and 
grading.  Barrels  and  other  packages  put  up  according  to  the  stand- 
ard set  by  the  act  are  branded  as  such  free  of  cost  by  the  Fisheries 
Branch.  During  the  first  season  in  which  the  act  was  operative 
1,211  barrels  were  branded  as  approved  out  of  1,328  offered  for  in- 
spection. For  the  first  10  months  of  the  calendar  year  1916,  4,441 
out  of  5,307  barrels  presented  received  approval.  Many  packers 
who  do  not  ask  for  inspection  are  profiting  by  the  Government's 
suggestions.  The  Scotch  style  of  curing  and  packing  has  been  en- 
couraged by  demonstration,  and  this  form  of  the  product  is  selling 
in  New  York  at  $13  to  $16  a  barrel,  as  compared  with  $8  to  $8.50  a 
barrel  for  unbranded  goods.  Haddock  is  now  being  attractively 
prepared  in  Canada,  and  sells  as  choice  finnan  haddie  (a  form  of 
smoked  haddock)  at  a  good  price  in  the  United  States.  The  sale  of 
fish  in  its  fresh  state  is  being  developed. 

The  capital  invested  in  vessels,  gear,  boats,  canneries,  etc.,  amounts 
to  $25,855,575.  Vessels,  tu^s,  and  carrying  smacks  total  1,984,  while 
boats  number  38,536,  of  which  11,097  are  gasoline  motor  boats.  En- 
gaged in  the  industry  were  in  all  102,182  persons,  as  compared  with 
94,513  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  Bomlnion'8  Imports  for  Cottsumption. 

The  values  of  the  fish  imported  into  Canada  for  consiunption  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  years  1914,  1915,  and  1916,  were  $2,172,900,  $1,706,416, 
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and  $1,379,081,  respectively.    By  kinds  of  fish  and  countries  of  origin 
these  imports  are  given  in  official  returns  as : 


Articles  snd  countries  of  origin. 


Fiscal  year  ended  Mar.  31— 


1914 


1915 


191« 


Anchovies,  sardinci,  sprats,  and  other  fish  packed  in  oil  or  other- 
wise Intm  tioxes 

United  States 

Fr<ince 

Norw.iv 

I'nlicd  Kingdom 

Codfish,  drv  salioU  orsmolced 

United  SLiles 

Newfoundland 

Halibut,  fresh 

Uniled  States 

Newioundlind 

Herrings,  pickled 

United  States 

Netbcriand.s 

Newfoundland 

United  Kingdom 

Oysters,  canned 

United  States 

Oysters,  fresh,  in  shell 

United  States 

Oysters,  shucked,  in  bulk 

United  States 

Other  fish 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

txcArrrvunov. 

Total  Imports 

United  States 

United  Kingdom. 

Other  countriea 


$418,377 

5,226 

31,101 

279, 142 

;3.2a'> 

42X,  S15 

3,975 

422,914 

127,121 

(«,278 

19,114 

234,497 

IS.ifS 

46,287 

85,471 

66,952 

46,438 

46,398 

28,2G0 

28,191 

309,328 

309,328 

590,060 

265,448 

99,775 


131 7, 675 

7,W3 

19,3S2 

203,372 

56,591 

350, 477 

5,145 

315,229 

79,952 

54,454 

10,405 

236,  its 

14,379 

29,962 

124,656 

64,883 

25,302 

25,259 

17, 745 

17,745 

310,839 

210,839 

467,933 

184,887 

79,000 


1224,^2 

6,707 

«,7«J 

15^235 

35,947 

146,  e2o 

S.544 

135,224 

3S,g>23 

25,163 

8,8S3 

33i,.%14 

15,5«3 

6.223 

2(3,83) 

56,131 

r3,30S 

23,307 

14,813 

14,813 

211,313 

241,313 

356,734 

133,253 

17,80* 


3.173,900 
«0,R29 
341,812 

1,170,3» 


1,706,416 
£20,561 
300,503 
985,353 


1,379,081 
468,643 
110,565 
799,  SS3 


Canada's  Exports  of  Domestio  Tlshtrj  Piodncts. 

Canada's  exports  of  domestic  fish  and  fish  products  average 
$20,000,000  a  year,  the  kinds  of  fish  making  up  these  cargoes  and 
the  principal  destinations  to  which  the  shipments  went  in  the  last 
three  fiscal  years  being: 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Fiscal  year  ended  Mar.  31- 


1914 


1915 


1916 


Bait,  aU  kinds 

United  States 

Codfish,  haddock,  ling,  and  pollock,  fresh . 

United  suites . 


Codfish,  dry  sailed 

Unued  States 

Braill 

British  West  Indies 

Cuba 

United  Kingdom 

Codfish,  pickled 

United  Kingdom 

Codfish  lonfues  and  sounds  . 

United  Stales 

Codfish,  wet  salted 

United  Slates 

I'nited  Kingdom 

Herrings,  fresh  or  frozen 

United  Stales 

Henings,  cnimed 

Uuiied  Slales 

United  Kingdom 

Herrings,  pickled 

United  Slales 

Brilish  West  Indies 

China 

Japan  

United  Kingdom 


$140,567 

140,452 

66,149 

66,149 

4,564,731 

1,j31,347 

691,313 

829,755 

470,230 

92, 511 

23,165 

23,141 

34.872 

34,772 

63,185 

43,111 


143,116 

141, 146 

1,834 

1,815 


793,401 
144,964 
127,372 
75,965 
249,097 
6,704 


167,733 

65,316 
111,004 
110,984 
4,121,962 
1,357,079 
487,491 
674,807 
502,734 

54,134 
128,910 
128,910 

30,786 

30,735 
268,978 
185,290 

54,000 
SOS, 633 
492,896 

53,338 
17 
8,500 
821,253 
167,  Ul 
139,780 
116,888 
201,388 

30,656 


$19,331 

17,484 

109,7)3 

109,  ira 

5,418,039 

1,440,  sn 

945,568 
757,914 
622,763 
171,965 
118,361 
118,356 

49,;65 

49,730 
319,645 
IBD312 

24,400 
330, 8» 
330.438 
103,512 
5,665 
6)606 
760,193 
389,391 
115,815 

I8^» 
146^  SI 
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Articles  and  countries  of  dostination. 


Fiscal  year  cnd«d  Mor.  31— 


1914 


1915 


1916 


Hetrtncs,  smoked 

UdtedStntw 

Britisli  West  Indies 

liObsteTs,  fresh 

United  StatM 

Lobsters,  canned 

United  States 

Belgium 

.  France 

Oeinany. 

United  Kingdom 

Ibckerel,  (resb 

United  States 

Hackerel,  pickled 

United  States 

British  West  Indies 

Oysters,  fresh 

United  States 

Salmon,  canned 

United  States 

Australia 

France 

New  Zealand 

United  Kingdom 

Salmon,  dog. 

United  States 

Salmon,  Itesb 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Salmon,  pickled. 

United  States 

Oermany 

Japan 

Salman  or  lake  trout 

United  States 

Smelts 

United  States 

Other  flsh,  etc 

United  States 

HECArrrcLATioN. 

Total  exports  of  Osh  and  &sh  products 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 


tS9,931 

M,337 

25,900 

707,486 

707,485 

9S3,6S7 

808,296 

124.2S.J 

703,469 

182,033 

010,367 

216,516 

216,307 

343,692 

272,665 

45,818 

2,513 

2,031 

631,437 

115,380 

383,278 

213,543 

168, 113 

435,727 

42,193 

3,805 

364,564 

219,994 

127,356 

372,019 

90,376 

147^803 

71, ni 

39.035 

38,982 

332,792 

332,792 

901,116 

792,088 


{141,963 

129,079 

7,427 

849,368 

843,368 

3,013,782 

892,442 

93,675 

566,317 

173,456 

1,123,691 

156,487 

156,487 

299,208 

219,967 

58,409 

6,857 

6,471 

4,948,723 

17,216 

388,023 

88,603 

172,004 

4,018,304 

63,667 

44,638 

387,543 

292,559 

92,023 

306,438 

163,196 


76,947 

76,947 

427.873 

427, 873 

2,094,623 

2,002,409 


20,130.605 
6,644,355 
6,726,389 
6,759,861 


19,325,888 
8,254,208 
5,422.281 
5,649,399 


tl86,475 
166,337 
9,842 
934,622 
934,522 
2,672,179 
533,072 


818,164 


1,236,278 

220,664 

220,664 

410,199 

329.624 

55,286 

3,351 

3,066 

6,306,056 

2,581 

599,17:) 

390,288 

ia»,0S3 

4,990,623 

224,898 

224,893 

460,737 

274.504 

183, sai 

145,101 
97,873 


2D,  983 
119,787 
119,787 
361,669 
361,231 
2,160,797 
2,071.257 


21,982,923 
8,438,495 
6,721.3% 
6,773,081 


The  values  shown  for  the  three  leading  export  fish  represent  the 
following  quantities:  Dry  salted  codfish — 1914,  74,G48,200  pounds; 
1915,  65,990,300  pounds;  1916,  86,457,300  pounds;  canned  lobsters— 
1914,  8,271,662  pounds;  1915,  7,518,741  pounds;  1916,  8,339,903 
pounds;  canned  salmon— 1914,  61,097,424  pounds;  1915,  34,655,108 
pounds;  1916,  49,142,882  pounds. 

In  addition  to  the  shipments  of  domestic  fishery  products,  the 
Dominion  reexported  $107,636  worth  of  foreign  fish  in  the  fiscal  year 
1914,  $120,108  worth  in  1915,  and  $199,713  worth  in  1916. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTIEEAU  OF  FOEEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


KI8TB1CT  OFFICES. 

HEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  Costomhonsr. 

BOKTOIf:  1801  Caitomhomr. 

CHIGAOO:  604  Federal  Bnlldlng. 

ST.  LOinS:  40S  Third  Natloul  Btak  Uilldlng. 

ATLAHTA:  HI  Post  Office  Billdlag. 

HBW  OBLK4N8:  lOSO  Hlbernlt  Baak  Balldlaf. 

gill  niMCISCO:  807  Cntoahonsr. 

WATTLE:  848  Hearj  Billdlaf. 


COOPEBiTITE  OFHt'ES. 

CliETELAlID:  Ckamber  of  Comnercc. 
CINCINHATI:  Chamber  of  Comneree. 
CINCINNATI:  C.,  N.  0.  *  T.  F.  Br.  Co. 
108  ANOELES:  Ckamber  of  CoauMiee. 
PHILADELPHU:  Chaaber  of  Comneree. 
CHATTANOOCIA:  Soath  American  Ageat,  Soath- 

era  By.  C«. 
POBTLAND,  OKEfl.:  Ckamber  of  OeaBeree. 
DAITON:  Oreater  BaytM  itMClsUaa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


910  COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 

SPAIN'S  EEDUCED  EZPOBTS  OF  GLUE  STOCK. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct  27.] 

Dealers  in  the  United  States  have  asked  for  information  concern- 
ing the  Barcelona  trade  in  hide  cuttings  and  other  stock  for  making 
glues  and  gelatines.  liefore  the  present  war  began  Spain  imported 
annually  about  2,100.000  pounds  of  glue  and  gelatines  of  all  Kinds, 
but  the  actual  annual  inijiorts  have  fallen  to  about  850,000  pounds. 
Hence  the  Si)anisli  glue  factories,  of  which  according  to  the  most 
recent  available  statistics  there  are  62,  are  working  more  intensively 
than  ever  before  and  can  not  supply  the  demand  without  effort. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  27  glue  factories  in  this  region  of  Catalonia, 
where  the  industry  is  considered  more  important  than  elsewhere. 
The  first  mentioned  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  glue  are  now 
naturally  in  greater  demand  in  the  domestic  market  than  formerly,  a 
fact  which  in  part  accounts  for  the  marked  decrease  in  recent  exports 
of  glue  stock.  In  1915  exports  of  these  materials  from  Spain 
amounted  to  about  2,000,000  pounds,  the  principal  purchasers  of 
which  were  France,  England,  Italy,  and  the  United  States,  whereas 
the  exports  during  1913  totaled  10,000,000  pounds. 

In  correspondence  with  firms  here  manufacturers  sliould  use 
Spanish. 

[A  list  of  nnnies  of  dealers  In  glue  stock  at  Barcelona  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Connnerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
officers.    Refer  to  file  No.  82395.] 


PTTIP  WOOD  ON  CEOWN  LANDS  IN  NEW  BRirNSWICK. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  23.] 

Increased  interest  in  paper  production  may  lead  American  manu- 
facturers to  study  the  legal  status  of  the  pulp-wood  industry  as  re- 
lated to  production  on  the  Crown  lands  of  this  Province.  The  New 
Brunswick  I>egislatiire  passed  an  act  on  April  13,  1911,  respecting 
the  manufacture  of  spruce  and  other  pulp  wood  cut  on  Crown  lands. 
It  provided  that  all  sales  of  timber  licenses  by  the  surveyor  general 
thereafter  made  which  should  convey  the  right  to  cut  and  remove 
spruce  or  other  softwood  trees  or  timber,  other  than  pine  and  poplar, 
suitable  for  manufacturing  pulp  or  paper,  and  all  licenses  or  permits 
to  cut  such  timber  on  the  limits  and  berths  so  sold  should  be  governed 
by  the  following  regulation: 

Every  tirnl)er  license  or  jlerniit  conferring  authority  to  cut  spruce  or  other 
softwowl  trees  or  tinil)er,  not  being  pine  or  poplar,  suitable  for  uiannfacturiDg 
pulp  or  paiier  on  tiie  ungi-anted  lands  of  the  Crown  sliall  contain  and  l)e  sul)- 
ject  to  tiie  condition  tliat  all  sti(;h  timber  cut  under  the  authority  or  permission 
of  such  license  or  permit  sliall  \m  manufactured  In  Canada;  that  is  to  say,  into 
merdiantable  pulp  and  paper  or  into  sawn  lumber,  woodeuware  utensils,  or 
other  articles  of  commerce  or  merchandise,  as  distlnguislied  from  the  said 
spruce  or  other  timber  in  its  raw  or  manufactured  state ;  and  such  conditloa 
shall  be  isept  and  observed  by  the  holder  or  holders  of  any  such  timber  licenses 
or  permit,  who  shall  cut  or  cause  to  be  cut  spruce  or  otlier  softwood  trees,  or 
timber,  not  being  pine  or  poplar,  suitable  for  manufacturing  pulp  or  paper  under 
the  authority  thereof,  and  by  any  other  person  or  persons  who  shall  cut  or 
cause  to  be  cut  any  of  such  wood  trees  or  timber.  It  Is  hereby  declared  that 
the  cutting  of  spruce  or  other  softwood  trees  or  timber,  not  being  pine  or  jxsp- 
lar,  suitable  for  manufacturing  pulp  or  paper,  into  cordwood  or  other  leDgtH 
Is  not  manufacturing  tlie  same  within  the  meaning  of  this  reg^ulation. 
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Amendment  to  Lav  Adopted  Thlt  Year. 

On  April  29, 1916,  the  foregoing  provisions  were  amended  bj'  add- 
ing the  following : 

Provided  always.  That  If  the  holder  or  holders  of  any  such  timber  license  or 
permit,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  cutting  or  causing  to  be  cut  In  any 
logging  season,  any  of  such  wood,  trees,  or  timber,  under  the  authority  thereof, 
shall  manufacture  or  cause  to  be  manufactured  In  Canada  during  the  first 
sawing  season  after  such  cutting,  In  which  the  same  can  be  got  to  the  place  of 
manufacture  into  merchantable  pulp  or  paper,  or  Into  sawn  lumber  or  wooden- 
ware  utensils,  or  f)tlier  articles  of  commerce  or  merchandise,  a  quantity  of 
wood,  trees,  or  timber  equivalent  to  Uie  amount  so  cut  on  the  lands  comprised 
in  any  such  timber  license  or  permit,  whether  the  same  was  cut  on  lands  com- 
prised In  any  such  timber  license  or  permit  or  on  granted  lands,  or  partly  on 
each,  the  same  shall  be  deemetl  to  be  a  compliance  with  this  section. 

The  amendment  further  prescribes  that  the  original  act  and  any 
and  all  amendments  thereto  shall  not  be  applicable  to  the  tops  of  8 
inches  in  diameter  or  less  of  any  trees  so  cut,  nor  shall  the  use  or  dis- 
position of  the  same  or  any  mill  waste  be  affected  thereb}'. 


USE  OF  POlflES  AlTD  CASTS  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Sept.  21.] 

Native  ponies  are  sometimes  used  to  draw  pleasure  vehicles  in  the 
Valparaiso  district  of  Chile,  but  no  Shetland  ponies  are  to  be  seen 
here.  The  vehicles  employed  in  driving  the  native  animals  are 
usually  of  the  type  of  inclosed  basket  cart  known  in  England  as  a 

fovemess  cart.    They  are  designed  to  be  used  with  a  horse  weighing 
rom  500  to  600  pounds. 

These  carts  and  other  types  of  two-wheeled  pleasure  vehicles  are 
imported  principally  from  England.  Carts  made  locally  to  be  drawn 
by  ponies  or  small  horses  are  utility  vehicles  for  distribution  of  milk, 
vegetables,  etc. 

The  duty  on  carriages,  carts,  brakes,  etc.  (par.  1615,  tariff  of 
1916),  is  1  Chilean  gold  peso  per  kilo,  gross  weight  ($16.56  per  100 
pounds,  gross  weight). 

[A  list  of  houses  in  Chile  which  sliould  be  addressed  by  American  esiMrters 
of  pony  vehicles  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  t«  file  No.  81773.] 


NEW  ZEALAND  OFFERS  SUPPLIES  OF  PITUICE. 

[Consul  General  Alfrea  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  10.] 

Deposits  of  pumice  rocks  and  pumice  sands  in  New  Zealand  are 
being  worked  extensively  and  promise  much  for  the  future.  E.k- 
ports  of  such  products  amounted  to  2,683  tons,  valued  at  $36,431, 
during  1913;  to  2,260  tons,  valued  at  $29,019,  in  1914;  and  to  1,853 
tons,  valued  at  $24,152,  in  1915.  The  greater  portion  of  these  ex- 
ports went  to  Australia. 

The  price  now  quoted  for  lump  pumice  is  $73  per  ton  in  bulk,  and 
if  crated  about  97  cents  extra  per  112  pounds;  and  the  price  of  pum- 
ice sand  is  now  quoted  at  $13.38  per  ton  in  bulk,  with  cost  of  sacks 
extra  when  sacked. 

[Samples  of  pumice  from  New  Zealand,  with  price  list,  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  The  name 
of  an  Auckland  firm  which  offers  to  supply  this  product  may  be  obtained  from 
these  offices  or  the  cooperative  offices  of  tlie  bureau.    Refer  to  file  No.  82458.] 
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FOREIGN  TKASE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 


Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  diatrlet  olBcea.    Beqncst 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  stmte  opportantty  naiaitcr. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agave  fiber 23200 

Almonds    2.3205 

Distributors,  automatic 23203 

DyestulTs 23210 

Fasteners,    paper 23202 

Fencing   materials 23201 

Furniture,    office 23209 


Hazelnnts 2320S 

Medicines,   homeopathic 23207 

Sisal   grass 23206 

Strainers,   rotary   sewerage 23208 

Tubes  for  pharmaceutical  products.  23211 

Underwear,   men's 23204 

Wire,   barbed 23201 


23201.t — A  firm  In  Argentina  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers auU  exporters  of  barbed  wire  and  fencing  materials. 

23202.* — A  firm  in  England  is  iu  the  market  for  100,000,000  paper  fasteners. 
Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorlc  ijer  million  fasteners  and  approximate  date  of 
delivery  arc  desired.  Payment  will  he  made  in  cash  against  doctmients  in 
New  Yorls.  Samples  of  the  fasteners  required  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  81899.)     Keferences. 

23203.* — A  man  in  Spain  would  lilie  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  automatic  distributors  and  apparatus  for  bars  and  caffe. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Cash  will  be  paid  against 
documents.    Corresiwndence  In  Spanish. 

23204.* — An  agency  In  Canada  desires  to  represent  on  a  commission  basis  a 
manufacturer  of  fine  grades  of  men's  flee<'e-llne(l,  union,  and  all-wool  winter 
underwear.    Direct  correspondence  with  the  manufacturer  Is  desired. 

23205.* — A  chocolate  manufacturing  firm  In  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for 
hazelnuts,  almonds,  and  similar  products  usetl  In  manufacturing  chocolate. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  European  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against 
documents.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

23206.* — ^A  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  sisal  grass  or  agave  fiber  In  lengths  of  30  inches.  Quo- 
tations should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  jwrt  of  destination.  Correspendence  may 
be  in  English.    References. 

23207.* — A  man  In  Honduras  desires  to  be  placetl  In  touch  with  American  mann- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  homeopathic  medicines.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
f.  o.  b.  Now  York  or  factory.  Cash  will  be  paid  with  order.  Correspond- 
ence In  Spanish.    Reference. 

23208.* — ^A  firm  In  Canada  would  like  to  represent  manufacturers  of  rotary 
sewerage  strainers.    Reference. 

23209.* — ^A  firm  of  retail  furniture  dealers  in  France  would  like  to  communicate 
with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  unvarnished  office  desks  and  chairs. 
Prices  per  dozen  are  desired.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 
Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Reference.  Correspondence  may  be 
In  English. 

23210.* — A  wholesale  Imiwrter  and  exporter  In  Spain  Is  In  the  market  for  colors 
for  dyeing  silk,  wool,  and  cotton.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New 
York.  Payment  will  be  made  tlirough  New  York  bank  after  examination  of 
merchandise.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 
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AMENDMENT  OF  BBITISH  PBOHIBITION  ON  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 

[Cablegram  from  .American  Consul  Cieneral,  London,  Dec.  0.] 

A  proclamation  amendatory  of  the  proclamation  reported  Novem- 
ber 17  has  been  issued  prohibiting  the  importation  of  gold,  manu- 
factured or  unmanufacture<l,  including  gold  coin  and  articles  con- 
sisting partly  of  or  containing  gold,  also  of  all  manufactures  of 
silver  other  than  silver  watches  and  watchcases,  and  jewelry  of  any 
description.  The  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  gold  consigned  for 
delivery  at  and  sale  to  the  Bank  of  England.  Aluminum  and  alloys 
of  all  classes  are  proclaimed  to  l)e  war  niateriiil,  and  dealing  therein 
is  permitted  only  on  the  granting  of  a  pei-mit  by  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions. 

[The  proclamntlon  reporlcti  by  the  consulate  on  Nov.  17  appeared  In  Oom- 
MEBCK  Repobts  for  Nov.  20.  An  interpretation  of  its  provisions  was  published 
in  the  Issue  of  Nov.  28.] 

LEATHER  FBOM  SHABK  SKINS. 

The  condition  of  the  leather  market  makes  desirable  the  utilization 
of  all  available  supplies  of  suitable  animal  skins.  The  Bureau  of 
P'isheries  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  has  taken  up  the  possible 
value  of  shark  skins  in  making  various  kinds  of  leather.  Siicli  skins, 
as  is  well  known,  have  for  many  years  had  a  limited  demand  in  the 
United  States  as  coverings  for  minor  articles  of  ornament  and  utility, 
but  their  use  as  leather  has  been  \erv  restricted.  An  acceptable 
leather  has  been  prepared  from  Jiliiuk  skins  in  several  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  skins  of  certain  sharks 
caught  on  our  own  coasts  or  in  foreign  waters  may  not  be  converted 
into  serviceable  leather  by  American  tanners. 

Shark  skins  are  very  tough  and  durable,  and  some  of  them  show  a 
beautiful  surface  pattern  which  persists  in  the  tanning  process. 
Jjeather  made  from  the  skins  of  the  larger  sharks  has  very  consid- 
erable body,  and  such  sharks  will  be  in  greatest  demand  if  the  experi- 
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meiits  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  prove  as  successful  as  anticipated, 
although  the  skins  of  minor  sharks  and  the  grayfish  also  are  being 
handled. 

Arrangements  Kade  for  Supply  of  Skins. 

Arriuigcnients  hiuc  boon  made  for  securing  from  Florida  fisher- 
men a  supply  of  vciy  huge  shark  skins;  and  fuither  specimens  are 
expected  from  other  sources,  especially  from  a  muuber  of  lightships 
olf  the  South  Atlantic  and  (iulf  coasts.  The  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
is  cooperating  in  this  matter  and  will  authorize  the  men  on  southern 
lightships  to  catch  sharks  and  preserve  their  skins. 

The  Bureaii  of  Fi.sheries  is  supplying  fishing  tackle.  The  skins 
will  be  sent  to  tanners  for  treatment  in  various  ways,  and  it  is  ho\wi 
that  such  law  material  will  ]nove  so  useful  that  fishermen  on  all 
|)arts  of  our  coast  may  hereafter  find  a  market  for  the  skins  of  all 
kinds  of  sharks  now  incidentally  caught  in  line  and  net  fishing. 

The  Bineau  of  Fisheries  solicits  correspondence  with  tanners, 
leather  dealers,  and  manufacturers  Who  may  desire  to  cooperate  with 
it  in  exploiting  this  waste  product. 


CANAL  TBAFHC  IN  OCTOBEB. 

[Panama  Canal  Recgrd,  Nov.  22.1 

The  cargo  carried  through  the  Panama  Canal  in  October,  amount- 
ing to  «47.S!);{  tons  (•231,01(;  tons  from  Atlantic  to  Pacific.  41«.»77 
tons  from  Pacific  to  Atlantic),  has  been  exceeded  during  but  three 
months  since  the  opening  of  the  canal,  on  August  15, 1914. 

The  number  of  ships  passing  through  the  canal  in  seagoing  or 
commercial  service  was  158  (74  from  Atlantic  to  Pacific-,  84  from 
Pacific  to  Atlantic).  This  number  has  been  exceeded  but  twice,  in 
July  and  August,  1015,  when  170  and  161  vessels  made  the  i>assage. 
By  nationality  the  ves.sels  using  the  canal  in  October  were:  Britidi, 
"8;  American,  '2S;  Japanese,  11;  Norwegian,  10;  Chilean,  9;  Peru- 
vian, 7;  Dutch,  5;  French,  Costa  Kican,  and  Swedish,  2  each;  Danidi, 
Italian,  Spanish,  and  Cuban,  1  each. 

The  tolls  earned  in  October  amounted  to  $165,949.  Of  this  amount, 
sl))8,592  was  for  ships  passing  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  ^;267.:t57  for  ships  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic. 


COAL  IMPOBTS  AT  CTTBAQAO. 

ICouBiil  (icorsi'  S.  MoHHCi-smitb,  Curacao,  Dutch  West  IndlcR,  Nov.  22.] 

The  coal  imports  of  Cura<;ao  for  the  last  three  years  have  lieen  as 
follows:  1913,  54.035  tons;  1914,  57,515  tons:  and  1915,  55.973  tons. 
Practically  all  this  coal  is  imported  by  two  firms,  which  have  nde- 
(juate  whaVfage  and  other  facilities  for  coaling  vessels.  There  are  at 
present  four  lines  using  this  port  as  a  coaling  station:  La  Veloce, 
Cia.  Transatlantica  de  Barcelona,  Royal  Dutch  West  India  Mail, 
and  the  Ked  D  Line.  All  the  coal  imported  comes  from  the  United 
States. 

The  names  of  the  two  firms  importing  coal  and  engaged  in  supply- 
ing ships  are :  The  Curacao  Trading  Co.  and  S.  Es  L.  Maduro  vt  Sons. 
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(Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Oct.  18.) 

The  Division  of  Rural  Economy  and  Agricultural  Statistics  of 
the  Department  of  Agi-iculture  in  Argentina  has  just  issued  its  first 
forecast  of  the  area  under  wheat,  linseed,  and  ontd  cultivation  during 
the  present  agricultural  season.  This  is  given  by  i.-rincipal  Provinces, 
as  follows: 


Province!. 

Wheat. 

Linseed. 

Oats. 

Atre». 
5,695,7S.'< 
4, 5!  6, 137 
1.970.8.^3 

840.155 
2,533,290 

444,788 

Acrrt. 

420.077 

S64.86.> 

1,304.711 

494,208 

74,130 

49,420 

Anet. 

1,9I«,719 
61,776 
74,131 
103,783 

Cordoba 

Fanta  Fo 

Kntre  Rios 

Vampt  Cenl^^l  . . . . ; 

224,862 
74.131 

Son  Luis  and  other  Provinces  and  Territories 

Total  for  1916-17 

10.088.963 
16,420,063 

3.207,411 
4,000,616 

.2,525,402 
3,564,939 

Total  (or  1915-16 

These  figures  show  a  slight  diminution  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding season,  largely  on  account  of  the  long-continued  drought 
during  the  first  five  or  six  months  of  the  present  agricultural  year. 
The  area  seeded  to  wheat,  oats,  and  linseed  which  was  lost  in  certain 
sections  through  the  entire  lack  of  rainfall  has  now  been  reploughed 
and  planted  w^ith  maize.  Supplies  of  machinery,  twine,  and  bags, 
and  storage  facilities  are  reported  as  adequate,  and  no  difficulty  from 
that  source  will  be  ex^wrienced  when  the  harvest  commences. 


BBITISH  OOVEBNMENT  COimiOL  OF  FOOD  FBICES. 

[Vice  Consul  LesUc  E.  Roed,  London,  Not..  22.) 

The  local  press  publishes  an  order  in  coimcil  which  gives  wide 
powers  to  the  British  board  of  trade  for  the  control  of  the  sale  and 
consumption  of  foodstuffs  and  other  articles  of  commerce.  Briefly 
stated,  it  gives  the  board  of  trade  "in  the  interests  of  the  public 
and  for  maintaining  the  supply  of  any  article  of  commerce  "  power 
to— 

1.  Prevent  tlie  waste  or  unneoes.«ar.v  destruction  of  any  .specified  article. 

2.  Uestrlet  and  prescribe  the  use  of  any  article. 

3.  llegulote  the  manufacture  and  protluction  of  articles  no  that  tlie  public 
may  lie  supplied  with  those  articles  "  in  the  form  most  suitable  in  the  circum- 
stances." 

4.  Direct  the  mode  of  .sale  and  distribution  of  nrtldos. 

55.  Regulate  "  the  market  oi)erntlons  "  in  an  article  "  with  n  view  to  prevent- 
ing an  unreasonable  Inflatiou  of  the  price." 

6.  Prevent  the  stile  of  an  article  at  a  price  exceeding  an  amount  nnme<). 

7.  lte<|ulre  the  owners  of  stocks  of  articles  to  place  them  at  the  dlsjwsal  of 
the  board  on  terms  to  be  determined  by  arbitration  In  default  of  agreement. 

8.  C'omi)el  a  detailed  rctm-ii  to  be  made  of  available  supplies. 

9.  Kilter  premises  where  articles  are  "kept,  stored,  mnnufncturetl,  or  pro- 
duced." and  examine  the  stock  and  test  the  accuracy  of  any  return  that  may 
have  been  made. 

Failure  to  comply  with  these  regulations  is  punishable  by  im- 
prisonment with  or  without  hard  labor  for  not  exceeding  six  monlhs, 
or  a  fine  not  exceeding  £100  (*4SC)),  or  botiu  The  goods  involved 
may  also  be  forfeited. 
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METHODS  EMPLOTED  BT  NITBATE  PUBCHASEBS  JB  CHILE. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voettpr,  Antofagasta,  Nov.  3.] 

Persons  seeking  to  obtain  supplies  of  sodium  nitrate  in  Chile  will 
find  that  the  companies  usually  sell  the  product  by  means  of  a 
standard  form  of  contract.  Those  making  purchases  are  either 
large  exporting  firms  w  else  brokers  in  Valparaiso  who  buy  con- 
tracts as  a  speculation.  The  contracts  call  for  the  delivery  of  a  defi- 
nite number  of  quintals  (of  101.4  pounds  each),  of  a  definite  quality, 
at  a  specifled  time,  at  a  specified  port.  Deliveries  are  always  under- 
stood to  be  in  lighters  free  alongside  ship.  All  arrangements  regard- 
ing freight,  shipping,  stevedoring,  etc.,  are  for  the  account  of  (he 
purchaser.  These  contracts  are  sold  by  purchasers  if  they  can  not 
use  the  nitrate  themselves. 
Output  TTsually  Engaged  Months  Ahead. 

A  nitrate  company  usually  has  its  output  engaged  for  many 
months  in  advance  and  so  has  no  stock  for  sale  to  other  buyers.  The 
way  to  obtain  supplies  is  to  buy  a  contract  from  some  broker  or 
sliipper,  though  frequently  the  companies  may  have  some  stock  on 
hand  not  covered  by  contracts  which  they  may  sell  as  they  choose. 
It  is  not  advisable  to  depend  on  this  contingency,  however. 

The  leading  brokers  are  in  Valparaiso,  and  most  of  the  nitrate 
companies  also  have  their  principal  offices  there.  The  branch  offices 
in  the  nitrate  ports  take  their  instructions  from  Valparaiso  and  can 
not  do  business  independently.  In  case  one  of  the  firms  here  is  not 
inclined  to  do  business  with  an  American  purchaser  the  latter  should 
endeavor  to  induce  one  of  the  brokers  at  Valparaiso  to  act  for  him. 
Diffloulties  in  Way  of  Chartering  YeMels. 

It  it  hardly  likely  that  freights  can  be  arranged  at  this  end,  as 
the  chartering  market  once  on  this  coast  has  disappeared  since  the 
war  stai-ted,  and  vessels  arriving  are  found  to  be  chartered  for  the 
outward  trip  from  here.  Prospective  shippers  might  get  in  touch 
with  the  coal  firms  shipping  from  Newport  News  or  Baltimore,  and 
also  from  Australia,  and  firms  which  furnish  schooners  to  bring 
down  lumber  from  Oregon  and  Washington.  Several  steamers  re- 
cently have  come  here  in  ballast  from  Buenos  Aires  to  load  nitrate. 

IRpcent  Chilean  nitrate  •statistics  were  publishe<l  In  Commerce  Repobts  for 
Nov.  24,  1910.  General  conditions  In  the  industry  were  discussed  In  the  Issue 
of  Mar.  22,  1916,  and  shipping  conditions  in  thtit  of  May  3,  191C.] 

GOVERIfMENT  KEGITLATION  OF  WINE  INDTISTEY. 

[Consul  Joseph  Kmorson  Haven,  Turin,  Italy,  Oct.  21.] 

Agriculturists  and  wine  dealers  generally  continue,  as  during  the 
past  year,  to  be  somewhat  anxious  as  to  the  exact  meaning  of  the 
various  Government  measures  regulating  the  production  of  wines. 
For  instance,  a  i-ecent  regulation  prohibits  the  sale  of  "secondi 
vini "  (the  product  of  the  second  pression  operation  of  the  grapes 
after  the  first  and  better  wine  has  been  secured),  and  it  appears 
probable  that  legislation  is  likely  to  result  in  regard  to  the  exact 
legal  definition  of  the  term  '"  secondo  vino." 

Owing  to  the  high  prices  and  scarcity  of  sugar,  the  Government 
has  also  forbidden  the  use  of  this  commodity  for  wine-maldng  pur- 
poses, exceptions  being  made  in  the  case  of  vermuth  and  effervescing 
wines,  where  special  licenses  must  be  procured. 
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TSESCE  ASSOCIATION  ENCOTTBAGES  WHEAT  BAISING. 

[Vice  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Ktlenne,  Nor;  13.] 

In  order  to  coordinate  the  efforts  to  develop  the  largest  area  and 
highest  quality   of  wheat   in   the   Department   of  the   Loire,   the 
advisory  committee  of  the  Grain  Growers'  As-sociation  has  called 
for  a  wider  and  more  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  its  members,  in 
conjunction  with  millers,  brewers,  maltsters,  flour  and  grain  dealers, 
and  allied  interests,  on  all  subjects  bearing  on  the  increased  produc- 
tion and  higher  standards  of  wheat  and  other  grains,  through  better 
methods  of  cultivation  and  more  careful  and  scientific  selection  of 
seeds.    In  addition  to  a  campaign  for  more  members  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  literature,  practical  assistance  has  been  given  to  farm- 
ers by  arranging  with  certain  millers  to  take  local  wheat  in  •exchange 
for  seed  wheat  raised  in  other  countries,  which  has  deuionstrated 
superior  qualities  and  is  likely  to  prove  more  prolific  and  of  higher 
grade.     Especial  mention  is  made  of  Manitoba  wheat,  which  has 
recently  been  experimented  with  on  a  large  scale  with  veiy  satis- 
factory results,  an  indication  that  seed  wheat  from  the  northwestern 
States  might  find  a  market  here.    A  considerable  quantity  of  clover 
seed  has  recently  been  exported  fi'om  this  district  to  the  I'nited 
States. 

The  Department  of  the  Loire  has  680,000  acres  of  tillable  land, 
with  climatic  conditions  somewhat  similar  to  those  in  the  grain- 
growing  sections  of  the  United  States  that  have  ample  rainfall  and 
are  without  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  for  long  periods.  It  pro- 
duces in  normal  years  1,500,000  bushels  of  wheat,  1,750,000  bushels 
of  rve,  and  700.000  bushels  of  oats. 


KAIN  DELATS  GBINBINO  OF  DOMDnCAN  SUGAB,  CAKE. 

[Vice  CoDsnl  Carl  M.  J.  Ton  ZlellnskI,  Santo  Domingo,  Nov.  23.) 

Kecent  rains  have  delayed  the  grinding  of  the  Dominican  sugar 
crop  from  two  to  three  weeks.  Not  only  is  the  crop  unfit  for  grinding 
at  the  present  time,  but  the  rain  has  made  the  roads  over  which  the 
cane  is  moved  almost  impassable.  Even  in  the  vicinity  of  Santo 
Domingo  light  carriages  will  get  stuck  in  the  mud  after  leaving  the 
city's  limits. 

According  to  the  records  kept  bv  the  department  of  public  works  at 
Santo  Domingo  City  the  rainfall  from  October  1  to  November  23, 
1914,  amounted  to  3.88  inches,  and  during  the  corresponding  period 
in  1915  it  was  6.07  inches.  This  year  the  precipitation  between  the 
dates  named  totaled  22.67  inches.  Similar  conditions  prevail 
throughout  this  consular  district,  which  embraces  the  southern  half 
of  the  Republic,  where  practically  all  the  sugar  estates  are  situated. 
It  is  believed  that  the  grinding  will  not  begin  until  the  latter  half  of 
December. 

Exports  from  Amoy  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate 
at  Amov,  China,  for  the  Philippine  Islands  increased  in  value  from 
$76,063* for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  $83,511  for  the  sjime 
period  in  1916.  The  principal  items  were  preserved  vegetables,  grass 
cloth,  ground  nuts,  vermicelli,  beans,  and  tea. 
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PBOSPECTIVE  PUECHASE  OF  NEW  EAILWAY  EQTIIPKEHT. 

[Consul  Claude  E.  Guyant,  BarranquiUa,  Colombia,  N'ov.  9.] 

The  railway  (Ferrocarril  de  Girardot)  connecting  the  city  of 
Bogota  -with  Girardot,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Magdalena 
Kiver,  is  contemplating  the  purchase  of  new  equipment.  The  man- 
agement has  recommended  the  acquisition  of  12  locomotives  (8  "  Kit- 
son"  and  4  "  Consolidation  "),  12  passenger  coaches,  and  25  freight 
cars. 

This  railroad  is  narrow  gauge,  112  miles  in  length,  and  has  trans- 
ported freight  during  the  past  three  vears  in  the  following  quanti- 
ties: 1914,  0S.800  long  tons;  lf)15,  73.800  tons:  and  1916  (estimated), 
81,250  tons. 

There  are  at  present  in  service  14  locomotives,  23  coaches,  and 
88  freight  cars.  The  rfreight  cars  have  a  capacity  of  20  tons,  but 
owing  to  the  heavy  grades  the  loads  carried  are  small.  The  average 
train  is  composed  of  four  cars.  The  management  is  studying  the 
(juestion  of  purchasing  80-ton  locomotives  in  order  to  increase  the 
length  of  the  trains. 

The  purchase  of  new  ecjuipment  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daniel  J. 
Reyes,  manager  of  the  line.  His  address  is:  Gerente  del  Ferro- 
carril de  Girardot,  Bogota,  Colombia.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish. 

PREPABED  TO  PLACE  BIG  OBDEB  FOB  MANDOLIN  BETS. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Catanin,  Italy,  Nov.  4.] 

The  president  of  the  Catania  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  informed 
the  American  consul  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  and  demand  in 
this  district  for  fittings  for  mandolins.  Mother-of-pearl  is  desired 
for  inlaid  work,  and  tortoise  shell  and  celluloid  (black  and  imitation 
tortoise  shell)  are  similarly  sought.  There  is  a  special  demand  for 
tuning  keys. 

The  president  of  the  commercial  organization  wiites  that  the  out- 
put of  mandolins  is  between  300,000  and  400,000  per  annum,  and 
that  the  industry  is  suffering  because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
fittings.  He  states  that  he  is  prepared  to  place  an  order  immediately 
for  50,000  pairs  of  tuning-key  sets  of  the  type  indicated  by  one  of 
the  samples,  specially  marked,  accompanying  this  report,  and  that 
he  would  like  to  receive  cabled  information  as  to  the  possibility  of 
lining  the  order. 

f  Samples  of  tuning-key  sots,  and  of  tortoise  shell  and  celluloid  In  black  and 
imitation  tortoise  .sliell,  sucli  as  are  meutionetl  iu  tlilsTeiwrt,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Kefer  to  flic  No.  82544.]  

EQUIPMENT  NEEDED  AT  BTJSSIAN  POBT. 

[Uritisli  (Govcrnmont)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  23.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Theodosia,  Russia,  on  the  Black  Sea, 
reports  with  regard  to  the  proposed  improvements  at  that  port  that 
the  authorities  may  decide  to  purchase  winches  with  new  patent 
booms  instead  of  the  four  movable  lifting  cranes  that  were  originally 
proposed.  The  50-ton  floating  crane  will  probably  not  be  obtained 
from  abroad  but  will  be  built  at  Theodosia. 

FA  notice  wltli  regard  to  tiie  port  improvements  at  Theodosia  was  published 
in  Commerce  Repobts  for  Sept.  22,  1816.1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  EEPOBTS.  -  919 

CHINA'S  WOOLEN-GOODS  TBADE  AND  EXFOBTS  OF  BAW  WOOL. 

[Consul  General  Thomas  Snmmon»,  SlunKlint,  Nov.  2.] 

In  considering  tlie  woolen-goods  trade  of  Cliina  it  is  safe  to  esti- 
mate that  at  least  35  per  cent  of  the  total  consumption  is  due  to  the 
foi-eign  population  and  the  remaining  65  per  cent  may  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  Chinese  who  have  adopted  the  Western  style  of  dress 
and  also  to  those  who,  wliile  still  adhering  to  the  Chinese  style  of 
dress,  prefer  to  have  their  clothes  made  of  woolen  goods  instead  of 
the  customary  and  less  expensive  cotton,  linen,  or  silk  goods. 
Treaty-Port  Sales. 

While  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase  in  tlie  sale  of  woolen  goods 
to  Chinese,  especially  since  the  establishment  of  the  Eepublic  in  1913, 
this  movement  is  largely  limited  to  the  treaty  ports,  where  the  Chi- 
nese have  for  decades  been  coming  in  direct  contact  with  things 
AVestern.  Although  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  adop- 
tion of  Western  ways  will  steadily  spread,  there  are  three  factors 
that  do  much  to  impede  the  progress  of  woolen  goods,  namely,  the 
conservatism  of  the  race,  the  superior  comfort  of  the  native  costume, 
and  the  low  cost  of  other  than  woolen  materials.  This  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  many  Chinese  who  have  lived  for  years  abroad  upon 
returning  to  China  take  up  again  the  dress"  of  their  ancestors. 
Chinese  ITatire  Costumes. 

The  Chinese  do  not  find  the  foreign  style  of  dress  as  well  adapted  to 
heat  and  cold  as  the  native  costume.  On  account  of  the  inadequate 
heating  of  Chinese  hou.ses,  warm  clothing  is  required.  As  winter 
comes  on  it  is  customary  to  add  from  time  to  time  an  outer  garment, 
cut  in  precisely  the  same  pattern  as  the  others.  During  the  coldest 
weather  cottou-padded  garments  are  worn.  These  outer  garments 
are  discarded  by  degrees  until  midsununer,  when  it  is  not  unusual  to 
see  laborei"s  and  small  shopkeepers  wearing  no  upper  garment  of  any 
description. 
Chinese  Clothing  Materials. 

Chinese  clothing  materials  are  confined  almost  entirely  to  cotton, 
linen,  grass  cloth,  and  silk,  and  tlie  cost  is  well  suited  to  the  average 
l>urchasing  power  of  the  people.  Woolen  cloth  has  been  sold  in  China 
for  many  yeai-s,  England,  and  especially  Germany,  having  succeede<l 
in  winning  the  market  by  adopting  a  suitable  scale  of  prices.  Amer- 
ica's sales  have  been  noticeable  only  since  the  outbreak  of  the  Euro- 
pean war  and  the  attendant  advance  in  price^s.  With  this  advance  in 
pnces  it  has  been  possible  for  stocks  of  woolens  in  Shanghai  and  else- 
where in  China  to  be  resold  at  a  profit  in  European  markets.  The  de- 
mand for  woolen  serges  and  overcoatings  is  increasing,  and  it  is  doubt- 
less due  to  higli  prices  alone  that  are  retarding  trade.  Tlie  readiest 
sales  are  made  in  low-grade  goods  of  about  40  per  cent  cotton  and  CO 
per  cent  woolen  mixtures,  the  demand  for  all  wool  goods  coming 
mainlyfrom  foreigners. 

American  nianiitactiirers  seeking  an  extension  of  the  market  for 
their  goods  in  China  should  bear  in  mind  that  even  the  beautiful 
plain  and  flowered  silks  worn  by  the  wealthier  classes  are  to  be  had 
at  comparatively  low  figures,  and  that  low  prices  will  assist  mate- 
rially in  inducing  the  Chinese  to  wear  woolens  on  a  large  scale.  The 
Chinese  mind  is  not  easily  appealed  to  by  the  usual  talk  of  quality 
being  cheaper  in  the  end.    On  the  contrary,  price  is  considered  first 
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and  last.  However,  once  a  satisfactory  deal  is  made,  a  demand  is 
cieated,  and  trade  from  that  buyer  is  assured.  Large  profits  are 
more  often  derived  from  volume  in  sales  of  low-priced  goods  than 
from  large  margins  on  high-priced  goods. 

North  China  Woolen  Demands — Woolen  and  Cotton  Blankets. 

A  recent  investigation  of  the  market  shows  that  Manchuria,  and 
especially  that  portion  that  is  in  the  Russian  sphere  of  influence, 
is  in  need  of  woolen  goods,  a  number  of  orders  having  been  placed 
there.  Mukden,  situated  in  an  agricultural  district,  demands  only 
the  lower  grades  of  woolens.  Tientsin  and  Peking,  on  the  con- 
traiy,  i-equire  the  better  grades  of  serges  and  overcoatings  in  blacks, 
l)lues,  and  grays,  the  same  being  true  of  Hankow.  Although  Shang- ' 
hai  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  ports  of  the  Yangtsze  Valley,  and 
sHjiplies  northern  China  up  to  Harbin,  interior  dealers  come  in 
periodically  to  do  their  buying  for  the  coming  seasons.  The  woolen 
goods  market  in  this  port  has  been  slack,  due  largely  to  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  country  generally. 

There  has  been  a  small  demand  throughout  for  woolen  and  cotton 
l)lankets,  with  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  dealers  to  find 
a  substitute  for  costly  woolen  ones  in  a  cheaper  cotton  blanket 
There  is  evidently  a  volume  of  trade  to  be  done  in  China  in  blankets 
alonej  although  most  of  the  business  still  goes  to  Europe.  The 
principal  sizes  and  weiglits  are  as  follows:  60  by  80  inches,  C4  by 
84  inches ;  4^  to  4^  pounds,  and  singles  of  IJ  pounds. 

Imports  of  Woolen  and  Worsted  Goods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  imports  of  woolen  and  woi-sted 
goods  into  Shanghai  for  1914  and  1915: 


.\rlicle3. 


■WOOLEN  AND  COTTON  MIXTURES. 

Aliiacas,  lusters,  and  Orleans yards. 

Armv  cloth do. . . 

.^slrakhiln,  Imitation do... 

Beaver  cloth do... 

itiankcts  and  rugs pounds. 

Cap  cloth yards. 

Cashmeres da... 

Coating do... 

Flannel do... 

l>ealher  cloth do... 

Mellon  cloth do. . . 

.Sealskin do. . . 

Sorpe.i do... 

Sicilians do. . . 

Suitings,  tweeds,  and  vestings do. . . 

I'nion  and  ponoho  cloth do... 

Vicunas do... 

V  iyclla do . . . 

Other  kinds 


1»U 


QuanUty.     Value, 


40,474 

20,675 

47,129 

£01,667 

16,297 

1,814 

^,686 

15,244 

132, 730 

185,197 

18,094 

31,559 

63,489 

49,671 

,702,605 

72,303 

15,270 


Quantity.    Value. 


WOOLEN  MANCFACTVBES. 

IJunting pieces. 

lilanketi  and  nigs pounds. 

Camlet!!,  English pieces. 

Coatings yards. 

n road,  medium,  and  luibit  cloth do . . . 

Last  Ings,  plain,  figured,  and  crepeU pieces. 

IxingcTls do... 

^?c^ge3 yards. 

Spanish  stripes do. . . 

Suitfaigs do... 

Trouserings,  tweeds,  and  vestings do... 

Woolen  ond  worsted  yarn pounds . 

Wool,  "Berlin" do... 

Other yards. 


Total 2,334,800 


1,768 

31,728 

5,229 

51,183 

121, 851 

15,146 

21,370 

1-3,433 

150,645 

33,5-32 

12,102 

5,866 

680,000 

115,192 


K4,176 

15,576 

26,791 

22,509 

58,566 

6,-082 

693 

45,908 

4,122 

07,607 

58,653 

4,944 

17,530 

14,181 

26,864 

586.675 

28,227 

5,546 

162,442 

7,231 

14,676 

54,167 

£3,160 

143,380 

139,831 

94,318 

42,527 

61,079 

37,699 

11,930 

3,654 

385,237 

78,846 


1915 


61,629 
7,570 
7,161 
5,043 
3,417 
3,323 
855 

23,118 
5,198 

46,386 

50,844 
1,000 
3,695 

48,515 

7.939 

322,813 

25,922 

18,310 


762 

22,221 

3,147 

37,669 

16,881 

5,227 

13,190 

28,565 

28,999 

30,253 

13,403 

933 

391,733 

53,468 


«l,in7 
2,W 
8,960 
2,226 

1,5M 

1,4« 

335 

9,477 

1,264 

24,T2i 

13,945 

274 

1,(61 

12,006 

4,e«i 

118,147 
9,«H 

6,373 
39,!3S 

3,567 
I1,{U 
40,  M( 
36,ffi8 
11,631 
61,  »l 
56,360 
24,90 
14,129 
28,933 
9,615 
B9S 
232,951 
39,69 


873,414 
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The  imports  for  the  whole  of  China  were  as  follows: 
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Articles. 


■WOOLEN  AND  COTTO.N  MIXTURES. 

Alpacas,  lusters,  and  Orleans yards.. 

Italian  clotli  and  flannels 

Union  and  poncho  clotli yards.. 

Other do.... 

WOOLEN  MANIFACTI'RES. 

Banting pieces.. 

Blankets  and  rugs pounds.. 

ramleis pie.  cs.. 

Cloth , j-ards. . 

Flannel do 

La-itings pieces.. 

Long  ells do 

Spanish  stripes ; yards.. 

Woolen  and  worsted  yam pounds.. 

Other yards.. 


Total 3,944,282 


1911 


1013 


Quantity.        Value.      Quantity.'    Value. 


622.  (IS2 


2,029,165 
2,2WI.2,3 


2, 

1,0/3 

13. 

178, 
29, 
20 
41. 

223 
1,081 

800, 


273. 59 J 


8, 
257. 
132. 
IW, 

9, 
191, 
176. 
95, 
607. 
541, 


tllo.r,i4 

33.S93    

Cy,..3;ii  345,468 

874,319  568,372 


1.374 

225.955 

0,971 

24.709 

17.05S 

8,896 

21.530 

70.658 

633.067 

375,333 


t47,320 
21. 70S 
130,216 
101,160 


6,235 

97,811 

81.868 

21,244 

0.005 

101.317 

91.335 

33,421 

362.054 

254,356 


1,359,087 


Exports  of  Baw  Wool. 

The  exports,  including  reexports,  of  raw  wool  from  Shanghai  to 
foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports  during  1914  and  1915  were  as 
follows : 


Kind. 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sheep 

Ooot 

Camel 

pounds.. 

do.... 

do.... 

32,820.266 
1,299,533 
3,210,800 

t3,6»l  .<i20 
230.452 
450,431 

38,780.800 
1.054.933 
3,860,533 

fS, 282, 910 
155.  S24 
543.652 

Total 

37,327,599 

4,355,703 

43,696,266 

5,982,08$ 

The  exports  of  raw   wool   for  the  whole  of  China  to  foreign 
countries  were  as  follows : 


Kind. 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sheep 

Ooat 

Camel           

pounds.. 

do.... 

do 

40.401.467 
1.312,133 
3,358,667 

$4,499,049 
222.383 
468.213 

50,362,000 
1,388.533 
4,137.867 

16,810,735 
191,717 
584,187 

Total 

45,072.267 

5,189,675 

55.868.400 

7,586,639 

[A  previous  report  on  tlie  woolen  goods  trade  of  China  was  publislied  in  Com- 
merce Refobts  for  Mur.  1,  1915.] 


SWISS  HAY  AND  STRAW  PBICES. 

[Consul  Walter  U.  Schuiz,  Berne,  Nov.  18.) 

Owing  to  a  hay  and  straw  shortage  in  the  country  and  to  importa- 
tion difliculties,  maximuni  prices  have  been  fixed  for  these  commodi- 
ties by  the  Swiss  Government.  The  official  prices  are  30  to  -10  per 
cent  above  pre-war  figures.  Recent  Swiss  cattle  exportations  are 
explained  in  some  quarters  as  due  to  the  serious  fodder  situation 
here. 
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COMMEBCE  OF  P0BT1TOAL  FOB  SEVEH  KONTHS. 

[CoDKul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Oct.  27.] 

Official  statistics  have  just  been  issued  by  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment for  the  over-sea  trade  of  the  Republic  for  the  first  seven 
months  of  1915.  During  recent  years  Germany  had  secured  a  com- 
manding position  as  the  source  of  supply  of  manufactured  articles, 
and  by  painstaking  and  persistent  effort  was  gradually  eliminating 
its  rivals  in  the  field.  German  salesmen  visited  this  market  by  the 
hundreds:  German  manufacturers  extended  liberal  credits;  they 
perfected  shipping  facilities,  and  everything  was  done  to  further 
German  trade.  During  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  (up  to  the 
declaration  of  war)  Portugal's  imports  from  Germany  reached  a 
total  value  of  8.227.405  escudos,  which  was  equivalent  at  the  exchange 
tlien  prevailing  to  $8,227,405.  In  the  corresponding  period  of  1915 
they  fell  to  447,528  escudos,  or  about  $303,216,  with  an  escudo  equal 
to  70  cents.  At  the  same  time  England  increased  the  volume  of  its 
business  with  Portugal  from  12,695,604  escudos  to  13,558,449,  the 
United  States  from  5.748,424  escudos  to  6.462,201,  and  Spain  from 
418,554  escudos  to  1,301,113. 

Continental  Portugal's  total  imports  decreased  in  value  from 
45,634,529  escudos  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  to  38,870,211 
escudos  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  If  the  difference  in  ex- 
change between  the  escudo  at  par  (equal  to  $1)  for  the  former 
figures  and  the  escudo  worth  70  cents  for  the  latter  is  considered,  the 
volume  of  import  business  decreased  even  more  than  is  indicated  by 
the  figures. 

It  is  of  special  interest  to  note  that  manufactured  articles  such  as 
machinery,  automobiles,  etc.,  bought  in  the  fii-st  seven  months  of  last 
year  were  about  half  the  value  or  those  imported  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1914,  4,357.011  escudos,  against  8,388,484  escudos. 

Imports,  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  in  escudos  of  the  total  im- 
port trade  of  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  by  countries,  for  the  first  seven 
months  of  1914  and  1915: 


Jannary-July,  1914. 


Countries. 


Lisbon.        Oporto.         Total. 


I 


Eteitdoi. 

Delginm 1,151,103 

Braiil 202,123 

United  Kingdom 8, 203, 93S 

France '  2,  ssi>,  02'.; 

flormanv i  4,  S-11, 5J9 

Russia 251,033 

Spain '  290. 56S 

Uniteil  Slates 2,6H1,7T2 

I'ori  URUee  colonics 1, 624. 950 

All  other  rountrlci !  4,83i>,9~3 


Total 2H,4s2,0ol 


Etcudot. 
795,419 
1,432,220  I 
4,489,66ti 
1,22»,»4  ' 

323.013  j 
127.  ("Sti  I 

3,«8li.M2  I 
201.073  I 

3,001,723  1 


Etcudot. 

1,946,528 

l,r>34,352 

12,09.i,e01 

4,124,893 

»,  227, 405 

583,018 

41S,55I 

.'1,748,421 

1.829,023 

8,42S,e98 


January-July,  1915. 


Lisbon.        Oporto.         Total 


Eteudot. 
93,893 

878,821 
8,091,181 
1,481,108 

324,880 
7,732 

881,718 
2,922,118 
l,8;)l,5a3 
7,201,186 


19,  lot,  475     45, 63«,  529     21, 517, 136 


Etcudot. 

27,835 

1,023,580 

5,467,268 

831,830 

122,648 
45,237 

419,395 
3,540,085 

224,578 
3,630,821 


Exudoi. 

U1,5S 
1,702,401 
13,5S8,449 
2,312,996 
447,  S2S 
52,909 
1,301,113 
6.463,»I 
2,0S6,m 
10,855,007 


15,353,075      38,ST0,2U 


Articles  Supplied  by  the  United  States. 

More  than  90  i)er  cent  of  tlie  imports  from  the  United  States  are 
raw  materials — cotton,  wheat,  pati-oleuni,  gasoline,  tobacco,  wood,  and 
iron  being  the  most  important.  The  inm  bands  used  in  baling  cork 
Avocd  come  almost  entirely  from  the  United  States. 
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Statistics^  show  that  the  automobile  trade  was  hit  hard  by  the 
■war,  and  the  well-known  European  makes  which  previouslj'  had  a 
monopoly  of  this  market  have  almost  disappeared.  American  cars 
have  the  market  to  themselves. 

The  value  in  escudos  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Lisbon 
and  Oporto  (arranged  accoiding  to  the  official  Portuguese  classi- 
fication) from  the  IJnitcd  Htates  during  the  first  seven  months  of 
1914  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

Jnn.-July. 
liill. 

1              50 

1           7.171 

2.7S2  732 

,    ':'l :  SI2 

2()  .•.'! 

1       ISK.'Wl 
44.8J.t 

211 
1               21!) 
1          6. 1'.-' 

'         ;5i 
1          eo7 

1  l.!597.R37 
('..731 
2.08!) 

1 

Ji.n.-Tuly. 

1913.       1 

_     1 

F..i:uiot.    ' 

1 

«3.71S 
3.33S  373 
3Sl,n79 
."ll'J  (Kl 
iO.-,..10! 
l.'lol 

2^0 
13S.3.!2 
;3i 
213  , 

.   ..  1 

Artic'.es. 

Jan.-Jidv. 
1914.  " 

Eicudos. 

Jan.-July, 
1915. 

Animals,  live 

FoodihilTs  -Conl  iniied. 
I'i:-! 

Escudot. 
.500 

Raw  ma'crials: 

2.421 

12S,327 

22!i.506 

■-'.004 

. 

25S 

l.CCl 

4,977 
86.560 

n.ur, 

14.900 

Avpar.i  15.  instruments, 
niMfi'ir.i'.s.  etc  : 
AP"!tratus,    iastru- 
meals,  machines  and 

utensils 

\e,-.'-.>ls and  vehicles 

Ve-'e  able 

Mineral 

Me  als    

CI  emifals 

.'17.969 

Vari.  IIS 

'19  449 

195 

respective  produces: 

Vari  u.s  manufactured  arti- 
cles: 
Animal  material  i.i 

work 

Vciclib'.e  macrinl  in 

MR- 

(    t  nn 

276 

I.inrn 

11,201 

Foods'!  ffs: 

LJoUids  ..          .     . 

Uincril  material  in 
work. 

5  306 

Cerea's 

1.610.274  ■ 

10.3,'-.7  i 
5.08.S 

j 

Metals  in  woric 

ICO. 631 

Farinaceotjs 

I'arer  llthosraph,  etc... 

6  464 

lS,5o3 

American  coal  is  getting  a  good  foothold  here  and  the  importations 
are  double  those  of  last  year. 

Dittrlbution  of  Exports. 

The  value  in  escudos  of  the  exports  of  merchiuidise  fi'om  Lisbon 
and  Oporto  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  and  1915,  by 
countries,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Coim  tries. 


Belfilnm 

Bmzil 

United  Kingdom 

France  

Germany 

russia 

Spain 

I  nlted  Stales 

Portuirue'o  colonies . 
All  other  co'.mtries  . . 


Total 7,160,658  j    6,078,006 


January-July,  1914. 


January-July,  1915. 


Lisbjn.        Oporto.  Total.  Lisbon.        Oporto. 


Escudos. 

riw.os  i 

l,2.il.7.32 
2S9,4!17  I 
521,847  I 

2  ••5, '20  ; 

3  2,214  ! 
4-<6,277  , 

2, 50!),  ,'■.■3  I 
£33,528  \ 


Escudos. 

85.529 

2.010,8'i9 

2,3«i,7W 

198, O&S 

407,  7';o 

31,017 

10,9»« 

2!),  810 

412,130 

475,016 


Escudos. 

321,986 

2,706,292 

3,635,515 

487,555 

937,627 

29!l,i'37 

403,23'< 

516,087 

2,P2I,9f3 

1,011,544 


Escudos. 

32.069 

615,560 

1.708.008 

32S,  454 

510 

4,620 

235,054 

579,063 

3,616,962 

955,233 


13,244,664  I    8,075,586 


Escudos. 

10.361 

1.762,163 

2, 320.  $11 

353; 018 

31,271 

2,375 

14,787 

34,557 

570,016 

508,144 


Total. 


Escudos. 

42.430 

2,377,723 

4,028.819 

681.472 

34,781 

6,995 

249,841 

613,650 

4,188,968 

1,463,390 


5,610,503       13,686,060 


Reexports  of  foreign  merchandise  in  the  seven-month  period  in 
1915  were  valued  at  3,780,309  escudos,  and  of  colonial  merchandise 
8,569,157  escudos;  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1914  the  respective 
values  in  escudos  were  4,214,505  and  7,305,817. 

In  previous  reports  this  office  has  frequently  taken  occasion  to 
mention  the  trade  with  Africa  through  Lisbon  and  Oporto  mer- 
chants. Exports  from  Continental  Portugal  to  the  colonies  in- 
creased from  2,921,983  escudos  in  the  seven-month  period  of  1914  to 
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4,186,068  escudos  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  This 
market  for  American  goods  is  a  large  one  and  is  worth  careful  con- 
sideration on  tlie  part  of  our  exporters.  Although  the  local  industry 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  goods  for  the  African  market  is 
important,  thousands  of  doHars'  worth  of  goods  are  imi>orted  annu- 
ally to  supply  this  trade. 

CHEHICAI  ETBTJSTBIES  TTBOED  FOB  SOTTTH  AFSICA. 

[Consul  John  P.  Hrny,  Johannesljurg,  Oct.  18.] 

The  great  need  of  establishing  chemical  industries  in  South 
Africa  was  recently  urged  by  a  chemist  of  authority  in  a  series  of 
addresses  given  in  this  city.  Several  points  were  especially  empha- 
.sized.  He  stated  that  statistics  of  imports  and  exports  of  this  coun- 
try proved  conclusively  not  only  that  South  Africa  was  compelled  to 
import  practically  all  of  the  material  consumed  in  the  general  pro- 
duction of  the  country,  but  also  that  exports  were  limited  chiefly 
to  unrefined  metals  or  their  ores,  with  a  certain  quantity  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  such  as  maize,  feather's,  raw  hides,  wool,  etc. 

Proposes  to  Develop  Resonrces  of  Conntry. 

As  such  a  state  of  affairs,  he  asserted,  should  indicate  only  the 
initial  stages  of  progress  through  which  a  country  passes,  South 
Africa  should  be  seriously  contemplating  the  initiation  of  new 
industries.  This  was  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  present  population,  and,  secondly,  in  order  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  country  and  to  provide  for  the  utilization 
of  raw  materials  which  are  known  to  exist  in  quantities  and  in  many 
cases  in  abundance. 

It  was  further  pointed  out  that  the  mining  industry  was  the  main- 
stay of  the  country,  and  that  the  outlook  in  this  dii-ection  was  stiH 
good,  but  that  iron  manufacture  and  correlated  industries,  and  the 
production  of  glass,  cement,  soap,  condensed  milk,  sirup,  etc.,  should 
be  investigated. 

Iron  ores  are  known  to  exist  in  abundance  in  the  Transvaal  and 
surrounding  coimtry,  but  little  has  been  done  to  exploit  them.  This, 
it  was  urged,  necessitates  a  full  and  complete  chemical  investigation, 
in  the  first  place,  and  on  the  basis  of  the  results  obtained  small-scale 
trials. 
Coal  Consumed  Has  Yielded  Ho  By-Products. 

The  supply  of  coal  to  be  found  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is 
about  four-fifths  of  1  per  cent  of  the  known  coal  deposits  of  the 
world.  Practical!}'  no  by-products  have  been  obtained  from  the  coal 
consumed. 

In  1013,  the  last  completely  normal  pre-war  i)eriod,  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  imjiorted  disinfectants  and  germicides  to  the  value  of 
$210,583,  most  of  which  could  have  been  produced  from  coal.  Sim- 
ilarly, the  imports  of  glass  amounted  to  more  than  $1,216,625  and 
earthenware  to  $745,860.  (iolden  sirup  imports  were  valued  at 
$658,118,  vinegar  at  $40,580,  confectionery  at  $1,273,001,  and  con- 
densed milk  at  $2,262,368. 

[Articles  on  lncln.<<tr1nl  developnieiit  in  South  Africa  were  publlslietl  in  Com- 
MKRCE  Repohts  fof  AuR.  14,  Oct.  30,  anrt  Nov.  22,  1910.  The  |.K>ssibilities  in 
electrocliemlcnl  Industries  were  Uiscussed  in  the  issue  ot  May  20,  1916.] 
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TEEBIZOND-PLATANA  TOBACCO  CHOP. 

(Conxul  W.  L.  JeDklOR,  Treblzond,  Turkey,  Nov.  3.] 

The  Trebizond  consular  district  comprises  the  well-lmown  tobacco 
sections  of  Samsun,  Bafra,  P^rzeruni,  'I'lcbizond,  and  Platana,  which 
before  the  war  pro(hiced  one-third  of  the  total  tobacco  crop  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to  pive  even  an  es- 
timate of  the  crop  of  the  whole  di.strict  for  the  year  191(),  inasmuch 
as  the  territory  is  divided  between  bellifrerent  forces.  This  report  is 
therefore  nece.ssarily  confined  to  the  Trel)izond-Platana  section. 

In  normal  times  the  average  annual  crop  was  about  9,000,000 
pounds,  of  which  Platana  contributed  6.500,000  pounds,  or  slightly 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total.  The  registered  crop  for  1910 
was  6,251,300  pounds;  for  1911,  5,236,000;  for  1912,  5,937,000  pounds; 
for  1913,  4,935,000  pounds;  and  for  1914,  5.900,000  poimds.  These 
figures,  however,  do  not  include  the  unregistered  tobacco  sold  as 
contraband,  ranging  from  1,500,000  to  3,000,000  pounds  annually. 
Since  the  occupation  in  April,  1916,  the  monopoly  formerly  enjoyed 
by  the  Tobacco  Regie  has  ceased  and  now  there  is  no  official  registry. 
The  total  crop  for  1916  is  stated  to  be  not  more  than  55,000  pounds. 

The  present  year  has  witnessed  violent  fluctuations  in  tlie  local 
prices  of  tobacco.  At  the  beginning  it  wps  sold  at  26  cents  a  jjound, 
but  dropped  to  11  cents  at  the  time  of  the  Turkish  evacuation.  Later, 
and  as  has  been  mentioned  before,  the  rights  of  the  Tobacco  Monopoly 
ceased,  and  everyone  was  free  to  cut  and  sell  his  tobacco.  The  scarcity 
of  supply,  due  to  the  waste  of  part  of  the  stock  on  hand  and  the 
failure  of  the  1916  crop,  together  with  the  recent  heavy  demand, 
forced  up  the  prices.  Leaf  tobacco  jumped  from  11  cents  to  30  and 
35  cents  a  pound,  and  at  present  is  selling  as  high  as  50  cents.  As 
practically  no  tobacco  is  being  exported  these  are,  of  coursCj  only 
local  prices.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  obtainable,  the  attention  of 
the  natives  is  being  directed  toward  the  tilling  of  the  soil  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  1917  plantings;  but  even  the  most  optimistic  do  not  esti- 
mate that  the  coming  crop  will  e.xceed  250,000  pounds  for  the  Trebi- 
zond district  and  700,000  pounds  for  that  of  Platana,  or  at  the  most 
a  combined  total  crop  of  1,000,000  pounds. 


CONDITION  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CROP. 

[Consul  Arthur  Oarrcls,  .Vlczandria,  Nov.  C;  data  taken  from  October  Dullctlu  of  Mluii-try 

of  Agriculture.] 

Cool  weatlier  and  morning  fogs  tended  to  check  the  ripening  of 
immature  bolls  in  many  districts.  Good  progress,  however,  has  been 
made  in  picking ;  the  first  picking  is  entirely  finished  and  the  second 
picking  is  considerably  advanced.  A  third  picking  will  probably  not 
be  made  in  most  localities.  In  any  event  it  will  be  of  little  im- 
portance. 

Gathered  bolls  show  a  considerable  increase  of  pink  seed  worm 
attack.  An  increase  was  also  noted  in  the  spread  of  the  ordinary  boll- 
w^orm  (Earias),  but  the  attack  is  insignificant. 

The  previous  forecasts  and  disappointing  result  of  the  crop  have 
been  confirmed.  The  crop  is  estimated  at  5,850,000  Egyptian  cantars 
(of  99.05  pounds  each). 
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STJGAB  PBODTJCTION  OF  OTTATEITALA. 

[Conyul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Guatemala  City,  Nov.  20.1 

Guatemala's  production  of  sugar  for  the  year  1915  was  300,000 
quintals,  a  quintal  weighing  100  pounds.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
l)roduction  of  sugar  in  the  fonn  of  a  cake,  known  as  "  panela,"  which 
is  wholly  taken  for  local  consumption.  In  1914  the  output  was 
'250,000  quintals;  in  1913,  240,000  to  250,000  quintals.  The  bulk  of 
this  protlnetion  each  year  was  exported  to  the  United  States  and  to 
British  Columbia,  a  small  quantity  being  taken  by  other  Republics 
of  Central  America. 

The  high  price  of  sugar  stimulated  the  planters  this  year  to  put 
an  unusually  large  acreage  under  cane.  The  crop  is  now  being  cut, 
but  the  harvest  will  not  be  completed  until  February,  1917.  In  the 
lowlands  of  the  Gulf  and  the  Pacific  coasts  the  yield  has  been  abun- 
dant, but  in  the  higher  regions  the  output  will  be  curtailed  some- 
what owing  to  the  exceptionally  cold  weather  that  has  prevailed  tliis 
season.  "While  statistics  as  to  this  year's  crop  are  not  yet  available, 
it  is  estimated  tliat  in  view  of  the  increased  acreage  and  the  abundant 
crops  in  the  lowlands  the  total  production  will  at  least  equal  and  very 
probably  exceed  that  of  1915. 


XJHEMPLOTHENT  IN  THE  HETHEBLAITDS. 

[Consul  Prank  W.  Mahin,  Amsterdam,  Nor.  14.1 

Official  statistics  of  unemployment  in  the  Netherlands  brouglit 
down  to  the  end  of  September,  191C,  show  continued  reductions  in 
comparison  with  1915  and  the  second  half  of  1914.  The  statistics 
cover  the  most  important  trades.  The  unemployed  were  4.6  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  of  workers  in  September  of  this  year  against 
10  and  27.2  per  cent  at  the  cori-esponding  time  in  1915  and  1914, 
respectively.  The  diamond  cutting  and  polishing  trade  accounted 
for  most  of  the  unemployed  in  each  of  the  three  years.  Excluding 
that  trade,  the  unemployment  at  the  end  of  September,  1914,  was 
15.4  per  cent,  4.7  per  cent  in  1915,  and  2  per  cent  in  1916. 

Of  the  trades  listed  only  two  (mining  and  agriculture)  showed  no 
unemployment  in  1915  and  1910.  The  next  lowest  was  the  leather 
trade — two-tenths  of  1  per  cent  this  year.  No  trade  reached  3  per 
cent  this  year  excepting  those  connected  with  transiwrtation  (17,4 
per  cent)  and  diamonds  (38.3  per  cent),  both  being  advei"sely  affected 
by  the  war. 

SALES  EESIJLT  FROM  VISIT  OF  CONSULAB  OFnCER. 

The  interest  taken  by  the  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the 
United  States  in  the  visits  of  American  consular  officers,  while  on 
leave,  to  various  sections  of  the  country  has  lieen  commented  on  in 
(\>jniER(E  Keports.  The  good  that  results  from  this  personal  con- 
tact between  manufacturer  and  consular  officer  is  well  typified  by  the 
recent  visit  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce's  New 
York  office  of  Consul  (Jeneral  E.  I).  Winslow,  whose  post  is  Copen- 
hagen. Denninrk.  The  sale  of  $15,000  worth  of  electrical  machinery 
and  of  5.()(M)  tens  of  fertilizer  to  Copenhagen  firms  were  among  tlie 
transactions  cUised.  and  C^openhagen  agencies  for  electrical  iiia- 
chineiy,  pianos,  and  asbestos  products  were  established. 
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AMERICAN  COirSULAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  ])ersonal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  corresj)ondeuce.  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Alliort,  Talbot  J 

Bri'tl,  HonKT 

Bnclilia,  Ooorgc  A 

Cbamberlin,  Ooorgo  E . . . 

Pcirhman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  i;d\rard  A 

Kagcr,  George  Eugonc. . . 
Gamon,  John  A 

Uaa<!oii,  George  r 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

I-atham,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  Soron 

Bauer,Emil 

Smlf  ,  Felix  Willoughby 

Smith,  Jame.s  A 

Taggart,  O .  Rusjell 

Watson,  John  J.  (' 

WUlrich,  Gebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W . . 


l"Oit. 


llano;  cr,  Germany. . . 
I^t  <iti  lirj,  Ven  'ziV'h. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venuo. 


roc 
Fcl). 


Add!-,- 


Bordeaux,  Franep. ....    Jan. 
GeorgctoA'n,  Guiana..;  Dee. 


Santos,  Brazil Jan. 

St.     Stephen,      New     Jan. 
II  runs  wick.  1 

Barmen,  Germinv Jan. 

Corinto,  Nicaragua Dee. 


Rwatow,  China Dec. 

Riga,  Kui'iia i  Jan. 

Dundee,  Scotland Jan. 

Rotterdam,     Ndh"!-     Jan. 
land's. 

Cologne,  Germany Feb. 

Tiilis,  Riusia '  Dec. 

Calcutta,  India '  Jan. 

Cornwall,  Ontario '  Dee. 

St.  l'i?rre,  Mlqnelon...'  Dec. 

Quebec,  Qu-bi'C do. 

Atliens,  <l  rc3c-,' I  Dec. 


Depart  ment  of  Stale,  W.-nhinglon,  D.  ('. 

Co  I'iilriet  Otllce,  Biir'au  of  Foreign 
an<l  Dom(».>(ic  ComraTce,  Cu.^'lom- 
hou.sc.  New  York  Ciiv,  until  Doc.  v. 

I/ynn  UaAon,  Fla.,  until  Dec.  4. 

C'o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  V.il- 
loy,  Conn. 

Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  1^.  C, 
Do. 

12  ronob.^oot  Street,  Norwicli,  Ccnn. 
Co  Diilrict  OITice,  Bureau  of  IVr'ign 
and  Domeil  ic  Commerce,  "jOI  ."I'doral 
I      Building.  Chicago,  III. 
I  12J  Main  Siroet,  Bridgeiiurl.  Conn. 
'  Deparlmeirt  of  State,  Washington.  1).   '. 
Do. 
••  I  liiiglnn,"  Walkerfon).  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Doparlmeut  of  State,  Wiuhington,  D.  C. 
!  C/o  Me  -vimor.'  Kendell,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, New  V'ork  City. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
HOI    Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 
D.(^ 
I  22)11  (i  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
I  Department  of  State,  VVashington,  D.  C. 
•  C.'o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  V,1. 


PROPOSED  nVE-STOCK  DEPARTMENT  IN  XTBUGTJAY. 

The  President  of  l^ruguay  has  recommended  to  the  general  as- 
sembly the  creation  of  a  department  of  live  stock,  to  operate  under 
the  Ministry  of  Industries.  Some  of  the  officials  of  the  new  depart- 
ment woulcl  be  appointed  by  the  (iovernment,  and  others  would  be 
named  by  the  Kural  Association  of  Uruguay  and  the  Agronomical 
Institute.  The  President  outlines  the  need  for  a  central  organiza- 
tion to  direct  the  live-stock  industry,  thus  combining  in  one  depart- 
ment the  various  offices  in  charge  of  inspection,  animal  diseases, 
marks  and  brands,  and  import  and  export  requirements.  The  pro- 
posed law,  which  is  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  October  20, 
indicates  the  important  position  held  by  the  live-stock  industry  in 
Uruguay. 

MOTORCYCLES  IN  DENMARK. 

[Vice  Consul  Axel  Permln,  (\)i)enhaRon,  Nov.  16. J 

Latest  statistics,  compiled  September  1,  1016,  put  the  number  of 
registered  motorcycles  in  Denmark  at  7,700.  with  total  indicated 
horsepower  of  23,000,  or  an  average  of  ^  horsepower  per  cycle 
ngainst  2^  horsepower  in  1914.  Of  the  total  number  of  motorcycles 
in  1910  Copenhagen  had  1,802,  2,:5.")0  were  in  the  provisional  cities, 
and  3,554  in  the  rural  districts. 

In  1915  the  number  of  motorcycles  was  0,347;  in  1914  it  was  5,148; 
in  1912  the  total  was  4,507;  and  in  1909  it  was  3,467. 
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FOBEION  XBASE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

Hcs«'i\p<t  ndilre«sf«  may  Ik-  oUtaincd  from  tbe  Bareaa  and  Its  dlntriot  oDiprB.  ncquwrt 
for  catli  opportunity  should  In'  on  a  wparatc  shwt  and  utmte  opportunity  nnwnlftrr. 
Tlio  Barenm  doos  not  furnish  rrrdit  ratines  oV  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  staodliri^ 
of  loreiKn  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cnst-s.  S>mhol»: 
•  Ueported  by  American  consulitf  ofllcers:  t  Ueported  by  commercial  attacbi'-i  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  I*lrect  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Automobiles  and  accessories.  23214,  23218 

Cbemlcal  products 23211) 

«'otton  piece  goods 23210 

Hardware,  shelf 23212 

I.enther  for  gloves  and  mittens 23217 

Lighting  lliturps,  electric 23213 


Machinery,  bolt  making,  etc 2."'JI2 

Sugar 2."!2ir« 

Toilet  arUclea 2322CI 

Trucks,  motor 23218 

Tubes,   collapsible 23211 


t.'3jn.* — A  iimu  In  Switzerlniul  would  like  to  communicnte  with  Amorkiin 
inmnifticttirerx  mid  exiKirters  of  all  sizes  of  collapsiltle  tul>es  for  tooiji 
imste,  etc.  Siiinples  nre  de.sired.  Quotntions  should  l»e  made  c.  i.  f. 
KiiroiK'au  port,  ("ash  will  be  jiaid  aguliist  documents.  Correspondenif  lu 
French  or  (ieruinn.    I{eference«. 

2:{212.t — .\  civil  engineer  of  I'ruguay  wishes  to  get  iu  touch  with  American 
manufiicturers  of  boltM,  nuts,  rivets,  and  uails,  and  uiachliiery  for  iiuikiiig 
same.    Heference. 

:i!t2i;{.* — A  firm  In  PortURal  desU"e«  to  represent  American  mnnuf act  urors  and 
ex|Kirters  of  electric-lighting'  fixtures.  Correspondeutv  in  Knglish.  Itef- 
erence. 

2.'i2H.*— The  owner  of  a  garage  in  Spniii  1«  ilesipous  of  purc-hasiug  American 
untomobiles  iind  accessories.  Quotations  should  l)e  made  c.  i.  f.  destiiintioii. 
I'ayiuent  will  he  made  in  cash.    Corresiwndence  in  SiNiuish.    Iteferences. 

2^21').* — A  chocolate  manufactUEiug  company  in  Switzerland  is  in  the  market 
for  large  quantities  of  sugar,  to  be  used  in  the  inanufucture  of  c!iocolnte. 
Trices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Euroi)eani)ort.  jOash  will  be  imid  against 
documents.    Clorrespondence  in  Kiigllsh.     References. 

23210. t — A  man  in  Peru  would  like  to  comninnicate  with  American  manufac> 
turers  and  exporters  of  cotton  piece  goo«ls.    Itefer^ices. 

23217.* — A  firm  In  Norway  desires  to  be  pla<-e<l  in  communication  with  maira- 
facturers  and  exiwrters  of  leather  for  gloves  and  mittens.  Samples  of  the 
quality  and  colors  deslretl  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district 
offices.  (Itefer  to  file  No.  820&4.)  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  h.  New 
York.  Cash  will  l>e  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Knglish.    References. 

23218.* — A  man  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  automobiles  and  trucks.  Correspondence  lu  Simnish  or  Frendi. 
Ueference. 

i:321ft.* — A  flrin  in  Switzerland  wislies  to  purchase  or  to  obtain  an  agency  for 
general  chemical  protlucts.  (Juotatlous  should  l)e  made  c.  I.  f.  European 
iwrt.  Casli  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Corresixmdence  In  Bnglisii. 
Iteferences. 

23220.* — A  man  in  I'ortugal  Is  In  the  market  for  perfumeries,  son|>s,  powders, 
etc.  I'rlces  should  l)e  quote<l  f.  o.  b.  American  iwrt,  iiMllcnting  freight 
rate.  Bank  creillt  will  be  arranged  lu  New  York.  Corresiwndenc,-  may  l)e 
in  Eugilsli.    Itefei-ence. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COICHEBCE. 


DISTRMT  OKFKES. 

NEW  YORK:  Bo«m  409,  fasloaikoHsr. 

IIOSTON:  ISO!  CaHlombonse. 

<HMA(iO:  501  Frileral  Balldln^. 

NT.  LoriS:  40S  Third  National  Bank  DHlldl«)ir. 

.VTI.ANTA:  5^1  Pool  Offlrr  Bulltliac. 

NEW  OKI.KANS:  tOi»  lllbrrala  Baak  Biilldlag. 

SAN  FRVNCIKCO;  »<»;  rastoiahoaie. 

NEATTl.K:  SIH  llrar)  Baildlag. 


COOPEBATIVE  OFFICES. 

CLETELANV:  Chamber  of  Coaimerrr. 
CINCINNATI :  Chamber  of  Comnerer. 
CIMiXNATI :  ('.,  N.  O.  A  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
I.OS  ANOELES:  Chamber  of  CommFrrr. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  of  CoaiHierrr. 
CHATTANOOtiA :  South  Amrrleaa  Xnrt,  Soilk- 

era  By.  C». 
POBTIiAND,  OBG(J.:  Cbambet  of  tnuunt. 
DAYTON:  fireater  Barton  InoelaUoa. 

WASIIINUTOX  :  GOTGBNUBNT  PBtNTIN'C  OFFICK  :  I»l« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 


^ 


DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSOED  DAILY  BY  THE  BDREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUIIERCZ 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ads  bj  the  Supcriatewkat  of  Dociiiiienli,Wailuii(nia,  D.  C,  at  (2i>0  per  jtat 


No.  289      Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  December  9  1916- 

CONTENTS. 

Pag«.  rage. 

PoclnKiirsongsror  Amerlnn  mvkot 92J      PropMpd  leglshM^n  (u  Chile OS* 

British  tradcia  t«.Ktil«  mv;binory 92)  Neva  of  farm-operatin;  equipment  in  Kussli..  937 

Norway's  shlpphi;  I'Mios 030  Earalnjs  of  the   Sierra    Loone   Oovemmen'. 

Slnjapon  municipal  budget  (or  1917 931         railway 937 

Grape  and  wlno  yield  of  Italy  in  1916 9i2      Norwegian  market  lor  fruit P3H 

Eleren  months  of  Amcrl;in  nhlpballding 933  Lighthouse  Service  reduces  cost  of  buoy  lenses.  940 

To  extond  (arm  rducotbn  in  New  Brunswick.  933      Guatemala  trade  in  preserves  and  jellies 941 

Condition  of  ollvo  crop  of  southern  Spain 034  Amcrlem  e3n>ular  ofllccrs  on  leave  of  absi'nce .  942 

Spanish  measores  to  avert  high  broad  pricos..  934      American  cotton  ginned 942 

Amsterdam  street  car  lines  numbered 985      Proposals  (or  Oovommcnt  supplies 943 

Seotdt  tests  o(  motor  tractors 93S      Foreign  trade  opportunities 944 

FOBTUOUESE  FIGS  FOB  AMEBICAN  UABKET. 

[CoDsal  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Nov.  10.1 

Shipments  of  Portuguese  dried  figs  to  the  United  States  this  year 
to  date  amount  to  10,(570,888  pounds,  valued  at  $431,288,  compared 
with  2,590,141  pounds,  valued  at  $112,918,  in  1915,  and  1,947,238 
pounds,  valued  at  $64,474,  in  1914. 

The  United  States  is  ahout  the  only  market  still  open  to  these  figs, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  shipi)ed  in  former  years  to  Germany 
and  Russia,  via  Holland. 

Most  of  the  fruit  is  raised  in  the  southern  Province,  the  Algarve. 
The  greater  shipments  have  been  from  the  ports  of  Faro  anaPor- 
timao,  one  ship  taking  a  complete  cargo  of  2,500  tons  of  figs  for 
New  York. 

Portugal  also  exports  a  large  quantity  of  specially  prepared  figs, 
put  up  m  fancy  pasteboard  boxes,  weighing  from  1  to  10  pounds. 
This  fruit  keeps  iresh  for  months  and  has  a  large  local  trade.  The 
center  of  the  industry  is  at  Elvas,  near  the  Spanish  frontier. 


BBITISH  TBABE  Df  TEXTILE  MACHDnSBT. 

[Textile  Mercury,  Manchester,  England.] 

For  the  period  of  10  months  ended  October  31,  1916.  the  total  value 
of  textile  machinery  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  was  £232,433 
(£=$4.8665),  compared  with  £213,980  for  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  The  exports  of  such  machinery  for  the  month  of  October 
amounted  to  £427,013,  against  £304,418  in  October,  1915.  The  value 
of  the  exports  of  textile .raacb.ineiy  to  all  European  countries  during 
the  month  amounted  to  £156,300,  compared  \vith  £104,862  for  the  cor- 
respondent period  of  1915. 

China  and  Japan  considerably  increased  their  October  takings,  as 
compared  with  last  year.  In  the  case  of  the  former  country,  the  re- 
spective amounts  were  £12,698  and  £5,242,  while  those  of  Japan  were 
£70,471  and  £18,608.  The  United  States  shows  a  decline  from  £29,167 
for  October,  1915,  to  £26,743  for  October,  1916,  but  countries  in  South 
America  have  taken  machinery  to  the  value  of  £18,268,  whereas  a 
year  ago  the  corresponding  amount  was  £7,068. 
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NOBWAT'S  SmPPIHO  LOSSES. 

[CoDsol  General  B.  Ilaldeman  DenoUoo,  Chrlstiania,  Not.  1^] 

According  to  the  statistics  of  the  Norwegian  Department  of  Com- 
merce, Norway's  mercantile  marine  decreased  by  34  vessels  of  44,831 
tons  during  October.  There  were  65  vessek  of  77^87  tons  taken  off 
-  the  register  and  31  vessels  of  32,456  tons  added  to  the  register.  Of 
the  gross  decrease,  57  vessels  of  69,482  tons  were  lost  through  war 
causes.  Norway's  shipping  sustained  especially  heavy  losses  during 
September  and  October,  of  an  estimated  value  of  over  $10,000,000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  mutual  war  insurance  society  was 
formed  imder  the  auspices  of  the  Norwegian  Government.  Tlie  prin- 
ciples under  which  this  society  operates  are  similar  to  those  adopted 
by  the  British  Government  with  this  difference,  that  whereas  under 
the  British  plan  the  Government  is  responsible  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  losses  sustained,  wliile  under  the  Norwegian  plan  this  responsi- 
bility falls  upon  the  shipowners  collectively.  Under  the  present  law, 
which  was  passed  on  August  21,  1914,  and  amended  in  certain  par- 
ticulars on  July  16, 1915,  ahd  May  26, 1916,  it  was  arranged  to  make 
insurance  compulsory  on  -  practically  all  ^ipowners.  Under  this 
system,  shipowners  are  obliged  to  deposit  funds  or  furnish  securities 
sufficient  to  cover  any  possible  deficit  in  the  final  liquidation.  In  the 
same  manner  they  are  entitled  to  share  in  any  posEable  surplus.  No 
risks  are  taken  on  business  ithat  conflicts  with  the  rules  of  the  bellig- 
erents as  regards  absolute  contraband.  As  a  result  of  the  recent  lai^ge 
losses,  the  mutual  insurance  society  has  decided  to  make  substantial 
increases  in  war  premiums. 

Orders  for  Kew  Tonnage — Cost  of  Building  Cargo  Yettelt. 

The  losses  to  Norway's  shipping  arising  from  the  war  have  been 
greater  than  those  expei-ienced  by  any  other  neutral  and  stand  second 
to  those  of  only  Great  Britain  and  France.  In  spite  of  this  gradual 
reduction  in  tonnage,  Norwegian  shipowners  have  placed  orders  for 
a  large  amount  of  new  tonnage  in  home  and  foreign  yards.  The 
total  amount  can  not  be  definitely  stated,  but  it  is  estimated  at  about 
1,200,000  tons,  a  large  amount  of  which  is  to  be  built  in  American 
yards.  A  considerable  number  of  steamers  are  to  be  constructed  in 
Canada  and  some  in  China.  Newly  built  steamers  have  also  been 
recently  purchased  in  Japan.  The  ships  in  hand  or  on  order  in 
Norway  number  155,  of  171,120  tons.  The  cost  of  all  this  new  ton- 
nage, however,  is  very  high. 

The  cost  of  building  ordinary  cargo  vessels  in  Norway  before  the 
war  was  between  $35  and  $40  per  ton,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
vessel.  Owing  to  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  material,  labor,  etc, 
prices  have  increased  considerably,  and  it  has  been  reported  that  some 
of  the  latest  contracts  that  call  for  fairly  prompt  delivery  have  been 
executed  at  about  $187  ^er  ton.  Under  a  good  many  contracts,  how- 
ever, deliveries  are  to  take  longer  and  run  in  some  cases  to  the  end 
of  1918.  Such  contracts,  which  have  been  largely  placed  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  have  been  concluded  at  from  $130  to  $150 
per  ton,  according  to  time  of  delivery. 
Shipbuilding  in  Horway — Service  to  India. 

There  has  been  a  steady  development  of  shipbuilding  in  Norway. 
Existing  yards  are  being  extended,  and  old  ones  that  have  beoi 
closed  or  limited  to  small  repair  work  are  being  reorganized  and 
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extended  and  used  for  new  construction,  but  the  country  being  defi- 
cient in  steel  supplies  is  dependent  upon  foreign  yards  for  the  largest 
part  of  its  tonnage.  Normally  Norway  could  not  produce  much  over 
50,000  tons  per  annum,  although  this  amount  may  now  be  slightly 
greater.  The  latest  oflScial  returns  show  that  in  19H  the  local  yards 
built  112  steamers  or  motor  boats  of  a  net  registered  tonnage  of 
51,429  and  9  sailing  vessels  of  1,207  tons.  Some  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  construction  of  motor-propelled  vessels.  Efforts  in  this 
direction,  however,  are  still  confined  to  the  building  of  small  ships, 
but  a  number  of  companies  are  extending  their  building  berths  and 
laying  down  new  plant  for  the  special  purpose  of  dealing  with  this 
new  type  of  vessel.  The  more  important  of  the  Norwegian  orders 
have  gonj  to  the  United  States,  where  one  Norwegian  syndicate  alone 
has  ordered  twelve  3,000-ton  motor  ships,  all  to  be  built  in  Maryland. 
Four  Scandinavian  companies  are  reported  to  be  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  regular  service  of  cargo  ships,  driven  by  internal- 
combustion  engines,  from  Europe  to  the  principal  ports  of  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Burma.  The  employment  of  oil  as  fuel  has  been  adopted 
because  of  the  length  of  the  round  trip,  which  would  necessitate  coal- 
ing frequently  at  ports  where  the  price  of  coal  is  high,  even  in  normal 
times. 

SINGAPOBE  mnnCIFAL  BIJDOET  FOB  1917. 

(Consul  Harry  Campbell,  detaUed  as  vice  consul,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements.! 

The  Singapore  municipal  budget  for  1917  shows  estimated  revenue 
of  $2,157,230,  of  which  $973,777  is  the  anticipated  receipts  from  taxes 
on  houses,  buildings,  and  lands  and  general  water  tax;  $126,619 
from  taxes  on  carriages,  horses,  carts,  add  dogs;  $507,159  from 
licenses  on  carriages,  drivers'  fees,  rents,  reimbursements,  and  miscel- 
laneous sources ;  $473,829  from  water  rents  and  charges ;  $3,132  net 
revenue  from  the  electricity  department,  and  $72,714  net  revenue 
from  the  gas  department.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  placed 
at  $2,188,229,  divided  as  follows:  Personal  emoluments,  $322,752; 
annually  recurrent  expenditures,  $502,974;  disbursements  recover- 
able, $188,594;  special  services,  $320,636;  miscellaneous  services, 
$74,353 ;  interest,  sinking  funds,  and  repayments  on  loans,  $162,864 ; 
and  other  charges,  $76,178;  also  on  water  department,  $500,810; 
capital  expenditure  on  electricity  department,  $28,562;  and  capital 
expenditure  on  gas  department,  $10,506. 

The  estimated  revenues  are  based  upon  a  proposed  consolidated 
rate  or  tax  of  12  per  cent  on  the  value  of  all  houses,  buildings,  land 
other  than  agricultural  land,  and  tenements  within  the  municipality ; 
a  consolidated  rate  of  5  per  cent  on  all  lands  used  for  agricultural 
purposes;  and  a  separate  and  additional  rate  of  3  per  cent  on  the 
value  of  all  houses,  buildings,  lands,  and  tenements  which  have  ac- 
cess to  the  municipal  water  supply  under  certain  regulations.  There 
is  also  proposed  an  improvement  rate  of  2  per  cent  and  an  education 
rate  of  1  per  cent  on  houses,  buildings,  lands,  etc.  Special  taxes  are 
also  provided  on  traction  engines,  carriages,  carts,  wagons,  motor 
cars,  jinrickishas,  bicycles,  tricycles,  horses,  and  mules  varying  from 
$1.15  for  bicycles  and  tricycles  and  $2,85  for  horses  and  mules  to 
$6.80  for  carriages,  $13.60  and  $28.40  for  small  and  large  motor  cars, 
and  $57  for  motor  trucks. 
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OBAPE  AND  WDTE  YIELD  OP  ITALT  IS  1M6. 

ICoasnl  B.  Harrey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Nov.  11.] 

According  to  the  provisional  estimate  of  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Bureau  of  Agrarian  Statistics,  the  Italian  grape  crop  of  1916 
totals  about  5,924,600  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds) ,  which 
will  produce  a  trifle  less  than  39,000,000  hectoliters  (1,030,265,000 
gallons)  of  wine.  The  yield  of  both  grapes  and  wine  is  far  in  excess 
of  1915,  which  was  a  disastrous  year ;  but  is  below  the  average  for  the 
seven-year  period  1909  to  1915,  namely,  6,470,700  tons  of  grapes  and 
41,742,000  hectoliters  (1,102,662,000  gallons)  of  wine.  The  average 
for  this  seven-year  period  give  a  true  norm,  as  it  includes  the  "  fat " 
year  of  1909,  when  the  grapfe  crop  was  over  9,600,000  tons,  and  the 
"  lean  "  year  of  1915,  when  the  crop  was  only  a  little  over  3,000,000 
tons. 

Italy's  production  of  grapes  and  wine  from  1909  to  1916  (the  last- 
named  year  being  officially  estimated  after  the  harvest)  was  as  fol- 
lows: 


— T -— 

Grapes. 

Wine. 

Year. 

Metric 
tons. 

Ratio  to 

Gallons.        ^^ 

1900 „ '. ; 

1910 

9,612,780 
467S,«40 
6,514,000 
6,683.000 
7,999,200 
6,799,600 
3,013,300 
5,934,600 

148.S 
72.3 
100.6 
103. 2 
123.6 
105.0 
46.S 
91.6 

],{31,M2,9» 
773,840,000 
l,I2fi,7W,300 
1,165, 599, 400 
l,3SO,02«,S00 
1,137,148,260 
503;  376,  MO 
I,030,2&t,a)0 

147.9 

n.1 

1911 

1012 

1912 

105.7 

1913 

llSkl 

1914 „ 

1915 

im.1 

4i.* 

1918 

a.4 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Venice  Chamber  of  Commerce  that  out  of 
each  year's  national  harvest  about  200,000  tons  of  grapes  are  used 
for  food  in  all  Italy. 

Oood  Demand  for  Hew  ViiitaKe. 

The  favorite  table  grape  in  this  section  is  a  variety  known  in 
America  as  the  "  Concord  "  but  called  here  "  Uva  Americana  "  or  "  Uva; 
Fragola,"  the  name  of  strawberry  grape  being  given  to  it  on  account 
of  its  delightful  aroma  and  flavor.  This  grape  is  but  little  used  for 
making  wine,  although  identical  with  the  "grape  juice"  quality  in 
America. 

In  making  the  bulk  of  the  grape  harvest  into  wine  there  is  a  cer- 
tain loss  that  varies  from  locality  to  locality  on  account  of  climate 
and  adaptability  of  the  soil  to  viniculture;  and  from  year  to  year 
on  account  of  heat,  rain,  and  plant  diseases;  and  from  one  grape 
^ower  to  another  on  account  of  differences  in  fertilization  and  scien- 
tific growing  and  handling  of  the  crops.  But  taking  all  these  things 
into  consideration  it  is  estimated  that  on  an  average  100  kilos 
(220.46  pounds)  of  grapes  will  make  67  liters  (17.7  gallons)  of  wine. 

Because  of  the  meager  grape  and  wine  production  of  1915  the 
reserves  of  wine  left  over  from  the  more  prosperous  years  have  been 
used  up,  especially  among  the  small  dealers,  and  consequently  the 
demand  for  the  wine  of  the  1916  vintage  is  active  on  the  Italian 
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market.  Italian  red  wine,  first  quality,  of  this  season's  vintage,  sells 
at  65  to  75  lire  per  hectoliter  ($0,475  to  $0,548  per  gallon),  and 
second  quality  at  58  to  64  lire  ($0,424  to  $0,468  per  gallon)  at  the 
wine  press  of  the  producer. 

ELEVEN  MONTHS  OF  AHEBICAN  SHTPBUUDINO. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reports  1,066  sailing, 
steam,  gas,  and  unrigged  vessels,  of  488,446  gross  tons,  built  in  the 
United  States  and  officially  numbered  during  the  11  months  of  the 
calendar  year  1916,  as  follows : 


Classos  of  ships. 

Atlantic  and 
Quit. 

Pacifla 

Gra^t  Lakes. 

Western  rivers. 

ToUI. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

NiHn- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

WOOD. 

Sallta? 

43 

25 
208 
204 

11.949 
3,938 
6.998 

68,053 

6 
12 
160 

76 

3,903 
5.606 
8.601 
8.070 

49 

60 

488 

339 

lS,8ii3 

io 

20 
33 

795 

459 

4,360 

13 
94 
26 

1,345 

1.5S7 

922 

11,774 
17,045 
82,006 

Oas 

Total 

480 

90,938 

254 

26,870 

69 

5,614 

133 

3,854 

C36 

127,278 

UETAL., 
Beiling 

1 
40 
7 
9 

662 

193,205 

7.088 

3,977 

1 
34 

6 

4 

2.320 

S8,3Aii 
9.808 
l.fiOS 

2 

as 

18 
15 

2,882 

334,961 

18,598 

6,009 

Stoam 

8 
1 

61,923 
213 

4 

4 
2 

587 

1,509 

24 

Otts 

Total 

66 

201,813 

9 

62,136 

45 

103,102 

10 

2.120 

130 

361, 170 

General  totals: 

Sailing 

44 

74 
215 
213 

12,511 

197,143 

14,066 

73,030 

6 
20 
161 
78 

3.903 
67,619 
8.814 
8,670 

1 

40 
36 
37 

2,«20 
89.161 
10.287 

5.968 

51 
151 
510 
354 

18,734 
345,855 
36,243 

H'm'" 

17 

98 
28 

1,932 

3,096 

946 

Qax 

Unrigged 

87,614 

OraDd  total.. 

546 

295,750 

283 

79,006 

114 

107,716 

143 

6,974 

1.068 

488, 44( 

In  addition,  there  were  built  for  foreigners  36  wooden  vessels  of 
372  gross  tons  and  13  steel  vessels  of  33,265  gross  tons ;  total,  49  vessels 
of  33,637  gross  tons. 

TO  EXTEND  FAEM  EDUCATION  IN  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Blchardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  25.1 

At  a  conference  held  by  the  Acting  Minister  of  Agriculture  of  this 
Province  with  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  the  Superintendent  of 
Dairy  and  Live  Stock,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Dominion 
Experimental  Farm  it  was  decided  to  extend  materially  the  scope 
of  the  summer  education  that  the  Government  has  been  offering 
gratuitously  to  the  farmers. 

The  "Better  Farming  Special,"  a  train  equipped  as  a  traveling 
demonstration  school,  is  to  start  in  July,  1917,  and  remain  for  sev- 
eral days  in  various  districts  for  public  meetings  and  to  afford  the 
advantages  of  personal  instruction  on  farming  matters  generally, 
and  along  special  lines  where  required,  for  the  greatest  possible 
number  of  farmers.  In  previous  years  the  lectures  have  been  de- 
livered from  the  train  at  the  stations  along  its  route,  wliere  short 
stops  only  were  made. 
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COSDinOV  Of  OLIT£  CX(ff  OF  BOUTSEBM  fPADT. 

[Vice  Consul  Malcolm  E.  Graham,  SeriUe,  Not.  10.] 

A  peculiarity  of  the  olive  tree  is  that  it  does  not  produce  a  large 
crop  two  years  in  succession,  for  after  a  good  season  the  tree  is 
so  weakened  that  the  following  year's  production  is  always  con- 
siderably smaller  and  poorer  in  quality.  Such  are  the  conditions  at 
present,  and  on  account  of  the  small  quantity  of  fruit  the  ravages 
of  insects  have  been  more  keenly  felt.  Diseases  have  also  caused  con- 
siderable  damage. 

The  queen  crop,  which  is  the  one  most  noticeably  affected,  is  prac- 
tically a  failure,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  production  will  be  only 
about  one-tenth  of  the  usual  good  crop,  and  faulty  and  poor  in 
quality.  At  least  35  per  cent  of  the  fruit  is  said  to  have  rotted,  the 
loss  from  this  cause  ranging  from  20  per  cent  in  some  districts  to 
complete  loss  in  others.  The  number  of  hogsheads  cured  is  placed 
at  3,500,  and  it  is  estimated  that  2,500  will  be  available  for  shipment 

The  manzanillas  have  fared  better,  as  the  tree  is  more  nardy, 
and  the  damage  is  estimated  at  15  per  cent.  The  crop  will  be 
small,  however,  and  will  probably  not  reach  more  than  one-sixth 
that  of  last  year.  Estimates  vary  considerably  as  to  the  number  of 
hogsheads  which  wiU  be  avfijiable  for  shipment.  The  production  of 
oil  olives  is  affected  to  about  the  same  extent  as  the  manzanillas. 

Shipment  of  olives  and  oil  is  at  present  handicapped  considerably 
by  lack  of  tonnage,  and  many  hogsheads,  already  sold,  have  been 
in  Seville  some  time  awaiting  shipment. 


SPANISH  HEASUBES  TO  AVEBT  HIGH  BREAD  PBICES. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Not.  6.] 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat  in  the  United  States  and  Argentina 
has  caused  concern  in  Spain,  where  quotations  are  soaring  in  conse- 
quence. 

Until  recently  the  Spanish  Committee  of  Maritime  Transports  has 
been  able  to  import  wheat  at  a  rate  which  permitted  bread  to  be  sold 
at  $0.0393  and  $0.0409  a  pound.  Early  in  September  the  committee 
fixed  freight  rates  on  North  American  and  Argentine  wheat.  Ar- 
rangements also  were  made  to  use  foreign  vessels  for  importing  wheat 
in  case  the  capacity  of  Spanish  vessels  was  inadequate  to  bring  the 
required  quantity  with  celerity.  Were  it  not  for  the  increased  price 
at  the  ports  of  origin  the  measures  adopted  by  the  committee  would 
have  kept  down  the  cost. 
Home  Coninmptioii  Inoreascs  and  Koroeco  Oetf  Supply. 

Although  the  Spanish  wheat  crop  will  probably  exceed  4,000,000 
tons,  compared  with  3,800,000  last  year,  it  is  estimated  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  import  100,000  tons  more  to  meet  the  requirements 
for  the  present  year.  The  situation  is  rendered  acute  by  the  fact 
that  the  consumption  of  bread  in  Spain  has  increased  20  per  cent, 
probably  on  account  of  the  rise  in  price  of  other  comestibles,  com- 
bined with  the  situation  in  Morocco,  which  formerly  drew  its  supply 
from  other  sources,  but  is  now  using  wheat  shipped  from  Spain. 
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In  various  cities  throughout  the  Pfeninsula  the  price  of"  bread  has 
risen.  Barcelona  has  a  provision  board  authorized  to  control  the 
supply  and  price  of  provisions.  Until  recently  it  has  been  able  to 
keep  down  the  price  of  flour,  and  consequently  bread  has  been  sold 
at  $0.0409  per  pound. 

Bought  Additional  ftnantity  at  Higher  Prices. 

Late  in  October  the  board  obtained  from  the  millers  1C,500  sacks 
of  flour,  equivalent  to  a  shipment  of  wheat  from  abroad,  and  of  this 
flour  1,500  sacks  a  day  were  sold  for  11  days  at  the  rate  of  $3.93  per 
100  pounds.  The  average  consumption  of  flour  in  Barcelona  is 
2,400  sacks  a  day,  so  that  the  bakers  were  forced  to  buy  900  addi- 
tional sacks  every  day  at  the  prevailing  market  price,  which  ran  as 
hi^h  as  $4.34- per  100  pounds.  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  board's 
being  able  to  obtain  further  supplies  at  the  cheaper  rate,  the  guild 
of  Barcelona  bakers  has  issued  a  statement  that,  on  and  after 
November  5, 1916,  bread  will  be  sold  at  $0,045  per  pound. 

[Articles  relating  to  Spanish  measures  to  provide  for  better  supplies  of  wheat 
and  flour  were  published  in  Commebce  Reports  for  Mnr.  11,  Juue  13,  and  Aug. 
14,  1916.] 

AHSTEBBAU  STBEET  CAB  USES  NTJUBEBED. 

[Consul  Franlc  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Nov.  14.] 

The  electric  street-car  service  of  Amsterdam  is  municipally  owned 
and  managed.  Its  annual  receipts  are  nearly  $2,000,000,  with  a  profit 
of  about  10  per  cent.  No  deficit  has  ever  occurred  under  the  city 
management. 

The  lines  of  cars  are  numbered  from  1  to  19,  and  have  a  total  of 
40  miles  of  track.  The  cars  bear  their  respective  numbers  and  signs 
to  show  the  starting  and  terminal  points  and  important  intermediate 
places.  When  the  routes  are  known,  however,  the  lines  are  always 
referred  to  by  their  numbers. 

The  trolley  support  is  formed  of  two  arms,  about  2  feet  apart  from 
the  base  up  to  near  the  top,  where  the  space  widens  to  about  4  feet, 
the  width  of  the  horizontal  rod  which  touches  and  travels  along  the 
overhead  wire.  Thus  there  is  never  the  trouble  or  delay  caused  by 
the  trolley  getting  oflf  the  wire,  as  where  a  wheel  is  used. 

other  Cities  Adopt  System  of  Nnmbering. 

Between  the  arms  of  the  trolley  support  hangs  the  number  of  each 
line,  in  large  figures  plainly  visible  several  hundred  feet  distant.  The 
number  is  also  shown  against  glass  at  each  end  of  the  car,  and  is 
illuminated  at  night.  This  system  of  numbering,  which  is  believed 
to  have  originated  in  Amsterdam,  is  now  extending  widely  over 
Europe. 

Although  there  are  19  lines  in  the  city,  this  does  not  mean  19 
wholly  distinct  tracks,  but  that  they  have  different  termini.  Only 
two  lines  have  exclusive  tracks  of  their  own ;  three  follow  tracks  also 
used  by  other  lines,  and  the  rest  have  some  exclusiA'e  trackage  toward 
their  termini. 

The  service  is  considered  excellent  in  the  extent  to  which  the  city 
is  covered  and  the  supply  of  rolling  stock.  The  fare  is  the  equivalent 
of  2  American  cents  for  any  distance,  but  without  transfers. 
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ICOTCH  TESTS  OF  IfOTOE  TB&CXOBa 

[Consul  RafoR  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  Not.  20-1 

The  possibilities  of  the  motor  tractor  on  farms  in  ScoUand  haye 
been  demonstrated  in  Midlothian,  Forfar,  Elgin,  Ayr,  and  ottier 
counties  during  the  past  few  months.  These  exhibition  tests,  which 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland, 
the  Highland  Agricultural  Society,  and  the  agricultural  collc^ges, 
liave  been  uniformly  satisfactory  in  plowing.  Under  fair  conditi<His 
a  24-horsepower  machine  operated  by  two  men  turned  over  three 
fuiTows  10  inches  wide  and  7  inches  deep  at  the  rate  of  an  acre  or 
more  an  hour.  When  used  to  drive  thrashing  mills,  crushers,  cutters, 
etc.,  and  for  haulage  purposes,  also,  the  tractors  have  made  an  ex- 
cellent record,  with  the  result  that  farmers  are  keenly  interested  in 
the  types  of  these  machines  that  are  designed  with  a  view  to  their 
easy  manipulation. 
American  Kachine  Receives  Approval. 

An  American  tractor  which  is  listed  at  £285  ($1,387),  wei^s  43 
hundredweight,  and  runs  on  paraffin  oil,  recently  gave  a  good  account 
of  itself  by  cutting  3  clean  furrows  with  a  Dux  plow,  7  to  7^  inches 
deep,  prompting  the  North  British  Agriculturist  to  say  that  "Uie 
machine  appeared  to  be  quite  capable  of  drawing  a  4-nirrow  plow 
at  the  same  depth."  On  this  occasion  members  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  many  influential  farmers  were  present,  and  the 
opinion  was  generally  expressed  that  tractors  must  play  a  gt'eat 
part  in  the  future  of  Scotch  agriculture.  On  this  subject  the  Gala- 
shiels Border  Telegraph  says  editorily: 

It  Is  claimed  for  a  tractor  with  which  trials  are  being  made,  that  It  is  a 
Keneral  utility  machine,  accomplisliing  plowing,  cutting,  and  thrashiitg  worit, 
imd  the  tests  that  already  have  boon  made  show  that  it  is  admirably  adapted 
for  all  work  of  this  kind,  and  that  there  Is  a  large  saving  compared  with  the 
use  of  horses.  The  great  need  at  present  is  for  more  land  to  be  put  under 
cultivation.  Probably  the  advent  of  the  motor  tractor  will  solve  the  problem. 
The  motor  has  revolutionized  many  things;  even  farmers  have  recognlied  tills 
and  are  largely  using  it  now  instead  of  the  trap  and  the  old  cob.  Why  should 
they  not  go  a  step  further  and  utilize  it  for  work  in  their  fields  just  as  they 
are  now  utilizing  It  for  the  road?  Great  possibilities  He  before  this  new 
Industrial  power,  which  may  soon  revolutionize  work  on  the  land. 

[A  previous  report  on  motor  tractors  on  Scotch  farms  was  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  17,  1916.]  • 


FBOPOSED  LEGISLATION  OT  CHILE. 

An  extra  session  of  the  Chilean  Congress  was  called  on  October 
11  to  consider,  among  others,  the  following  subjects:  The  budget  for 
1917;  the  creation  of  a  department  of  industry,  agriculture,  and 
colonization;  fostering  of  the  merchant  marine;  increase  of  consular 
fees ;  change  in  tariff  Taw,  including  duties  on  wool  yam ;  workmen's 
compensation;  preference  for  domestic  products  in  Oovemment 
orders;  water  rights;  railway  leases  and  concessions.  In  addition 
to  the  general  projects  the  Diario  Oficial  mentions  various  particular 
proposals  for  concessions  and  contracts  that  are  awaiting  the  action 
of  Congress. 
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HEED  OF  FABK-OFE&iLTIHO  mXITSJEESl  QT  BUSSIA. 

[British  (OoTeroment)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Not.  23.] 

The  British  acting  consul  general  at  Odessa  reports  a  statement  in 
the  Busskoe  Slovo  (Moscow)  of  October  4,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Hussian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  when  introducing  his  departmental 
estimates  in  the  Duma,  stated  that  the  lack  of  labor  was  making  itself 
severely  felt  and  that  the  use  of  implements  and  machinery  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  in  Russia  must  be  largely  extended.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  therefore,  proposed  to  give  large  orders  to 
American  firms.  The  minister  also  stated  that  the  agriculturists  of 
Kussia,  who  were  paying  high  prices  owing  to  the  state  of  foreign 
exchange  and  were  dependent  upon  foreign  manufacturers,  would 
probably  remain  subject  after  the  war  to  the  influence  of  the  slightest 
eomplication  in  international  polities  and  commerce  unless  steps  were 
taken  to  develop  technical  production  in  Russia,  particularly  the 
manufacture  of  agricultural  machineiy. 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Kharkot  has  reported  on  this  subject 
as  follows: 

Although  there  will  evidently  be  an  enormous  shortage  of  agricultural  machinery 
in  Russia,  it  is  tliought  that  the  prospects  of  large  sales  of  Brititsh  machinery  are 
not  very  promising.  E.xcept  In  large  thrashing  machinerj-,  agrlciiltural  oil  en- 
gines, and  fodder-preparing  machines,  the  British  tyrie  of  machinery  is  un- 
suited  to  Russian  conditions.  Russian  manufacturers,  witli  the  assistance  of 
the  present  subsidies  and,  probably,  higher  tariffs  In  the  future,  will  be  able 
rapidly  to  increase  their  output  and  satisfy  the  nee<ls  of  the  country  to  a  very 
large  extent,  thus  making  it  fairly  independent  of  imported  goods.  Certain 
types  of  plows  formerly  imported  are  already  manufactured  in  Russia  In  large 
quantities,  and  at  an  exhibition  of  agricultural  machinery  held  at  Moscow  last 
year,  remarkable  progress  was  shown  in  the  manufacture  of  all  types  of  har- 
vesting machinery.  Many  large  works  in  Russia  now  producing  war  materials 
can  readily  be  adaptetl  for  the  manufacture  of  su<'h  heavy  machinery  as  steam 
thrashers,  tractors,  and  oil  engines. 


EABNIHGS  OF  THE  SIESRA  LEOHE  OOVEBNHEITr  BAILWAT. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Oct.  28.] 

The  annual  report  for  1915  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Government  railway, 
recently  issued,  states  that  the  gross  revenue  of  the  railway  that  year 
was  $711,171,  against  $723,097  in  1914,  a  falling  off  of  $11,927;  but 
that  there  was  a  gain  of  $8,345  in  the  traffic  earnings.  Earnings  over 
working  expenses  readied  $186,747,  or  2.54  per  cent  on  the  total  capital 
expenditure. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried,  including  Government  and  con- 
struction officials,  last  year  was  467,594,  a  decrease  of  only  438  from 
the  figures  of  1914;  but  the  freight  carried  amounted  to  56,118  tons, 
as  compared  with  51,665  tons  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  length  of  the  railway  is  now  317  miles.  The  trunk  line  from 
Freetown  to  Pendenibu  is  227  miles ;  the  branch  from  Boia  to  Makene, 
8ti  miles,  and  from  Freetown  to  Hill  Station,  5  miles. 

The  proposed  extension  to  Baga  was  stopped  at  Kamabai,  104  miles 
from  Boia  and  about  12  miles  south  of  the  original  terminus.  Al- 
though approaching  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  decided 
not  to  continue  the  line  at  present;  the  roadbed  was  completed  to 
within  3  miles  of  Baga. 
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NOBWEGIAH  HABXET  70B  FBUIT. 

IConsul  Cbarles  Forman,  Bergen,  Oct.  23.] 

There  is  a  very  good  market  for  fresli,  canned,  and  dried  fmit  in 
Bergen,  and  large  quantities  could  be  sold  here  at  present.  How- 
ever, in  order  to  do  business  here,  an  agent  should  be  appointed. 
The  agent's  commission  is  generally  3  or  4  per  cent.  Several  Amer- 
ican firms  are  represented  in  Bergen  by  local  agents. 

Prices  may  be  quoted  in  dollars  and  may  be  f.  o.  b.,  but  importers 
jjrefer  to  have  c.  and  f.  quotations.  Freight  rates  from  New  "i  ork  to 
Bergen  can  be  ascertained  from  the  agent  of  the  Norwegian-America 
Line,  New  York.  Importers  would  prefer  to  pay  cash  against 
documents  Bergen,  but  a  credit  can  also  be  opened  in  New  York. 

Value  of  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  th«  value  of  the  fruit  imported  into 
NorAvay  in  1913  and  1914,  the  latest  years  for  which  statistics  are 
available: 


Articles. 


Apples  and  pears , 

Baimnas , 

Clrapes 

Oranges,  lemons,  etc 

Strawberries,   cherries,  and 

pineapples 

other  ftesh  trait,  including 

berries , 

Prunes  and  dates 

Currants 

Figs 

Raisins,  etc 


1913 


tli6,451 
141, 2«2 
149,008 
363,810 

2,358 

750 
231,552 

14,688 
32,588 
178,782 


1914 


t289,I45 
153,098 
169,831 
397,514 

2,010 

187 

13>,335 

11,309 

21,843 

138,073 


Articles. 


Oranges  and  orange  peel  pn- 
served  in  brine 

Other  l^oit  salted  or  pickled 
iuTinegar 

Dried  onuifts  and  onmfa 

olSw'diiedfrait;"";".'.".'" 

Canned  frtiit 

Fruit  and  fruit  peel  preserved 
in  surar   or  ^Irits,  not 


1911 


*i<,ni 


M4 

I«3,20S 

9,540 


3,859 


1914 


tlt,K7 
C9t 
CM 

msM 

8. 441 

3.  at 


Nuts,  which  are  classed  as  fruit  in  the  statistics  of  the  trade  of 
Norway,  are  omitted  from  the  foregoing  statement. 
Apples  and  Fears. 

The  quantity  of  apples  and  pears  imported  into  Norway  during 
1914  was  3,964,197  pounds,  as  against  2,903,003  pounds  in  1913.  The 
United  States  is  credited  with  2,217,960  pounds  in  1914  and  with 
1,398,524  pounds  in  1913,  Great  Britain  and  Germany  ranking  next 
in  the  order  named  in  both  years.  Bergen's  imports  of  apples  and 
pears  in  1914  amounted  to  621,813  pounds,  as  against  306,706  pounds 
in  1913. 

The  Norwegian  apple  crop  was  practically  a  total  failure  this  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  fully  two-thirds  of  the  apples  imported  into 
Norway  are  American,  the  remainder  being  mostly  Canadian  and 
Australian.  England  serves  as  a  distributing  center  for  a  good  share 
of  fresh  apples  and  dried  and  canned  fruit,  and  the  import  statistics 
do  not  credit  the  United  States  with  these  shipments,  but  since  the 
Norwegian-America  Line  has  been  established  many  importers  have 
been  buying  direct  from  the  United  States.  Most  of  the  apples  im- 
ported are  Eastern  apples  packed  in  barrels  weighing  112  to  132 
pounds,  but  lately  large  quantities  of  Western  apples,  packed  in  50- 
pound  boxes,  have  been  received.    Importers  prefer  boxed  apples. 

The  kinds  of  apples  most  sold  and  the  f .  o.  o.  New  York  prices  are : 
Per  barrel— Baldwin  $3,  Ben  Davis  $3,  Winesaps  $4.50,  Yorks  $3.25; 
per  50-pound  box — Winesaps,  Spitzenbergs,  and  Newtons,  $2.25.   To 
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tiiese  prices  moet  be  added'  freight  and  insurance.    The  freight  is 
very  high — $0.60  per  cubic  foot  or  about  $2.50  per  barrel,  and  $0.55 
per  box. 
Oraitges,  Lemoni,  and  Grepei. 

In  1914  there  were  imported  into  the  Kingdom  17,211,089  pounds 
of  oranges,  lemons,  and  other  citrus  fruit,  while  in  1913  the  imports 
of  these  fruits  amounted  to  16,625,696  pounds.  Bergen's  share  of  this 
trade  was  2,830,580  pounds  in  1914  and  2,407,579  pounds  in  1913. 
Spain  is  credited  with  about  one-half  of  the  total,  namely,  8,364,932 
pounds  in  1914  and  7,138,566  pounds  in  1913.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  remainder  in  both  1914  and  1913  is  credited  to  Great  Britain  and 
Grermany,  ranking  in  order  named,  Italy  being  also  an  important 
source  of  supply. 

The  price  of  Spanish  oranges  is  so  low  and  the  difference  in  freight 
in  favor  of  Spain  is  such  that  it  is  not  believed  there  is  an  openmg 
in  Norway  for  American  oranges.    The  following  prices  have  been 

Said  per  case  for  Carcajente  oranges,  f.  o.  b.  Valencia,  cash  against 
ocuments  at  Bergen:  420s  and  490s,  $2.90;  714s,  $3.28;  1064s,  $4.25. 
A  cheaper  grade  sells  at  $1.76  per  case  of  420  and  $2.19  per  case  of 
714,  f .  o.  b.  V  alencia. 

In  1914  Norway  imported  2,054,554  pounds  of  grapes,  against 
1,977,171  pounds  in  1913.  No  information  is  available  as  to  the 
proportion  furnished  by  various  countries  nor  as  to  the  quantity  im- 
ported at  Bergen.  The  f .  o.  b.  prices  of  Malaga  grapes  are :  Cask  of 
23  kilos  (50  pounds),  $2.80;  cask  of  20  kilos  (44  pounds),  $2.06; 
cask  of  11.5  kilos  (25  pounds),  $1.52;  cask  of  10  Icilos  (22  pounds), 
$1.46;  cask  of  5  kilos  (11  pounds),  $0.95.  It  is  believed  that  there 
is  no  opening  in  Norway  for  American  grapes  on  account  of  the 
price  and  freight. 
Prunes,  Xaislng,  and  Other  Dried  ?rait — Canned  Frnit. 

In  the  statistics  of  imports  of  raisins  into  Norway  for  both  1914 
and  1913  Spain  ranks  first,  Turkey  second.  In  1914  the  imports  of 
raisins  totaled  2,184,362  pounds,  against  3,063,565  pounds  in  1913. 
Bergen's  share  in  1914  was  389,071  pounds,  and  in  the  preceding 
year  606,447  pounds.  The  United  States  is  credited  in  1914  with 
only  4,850  pounds;  in  1913,  with  34,238  pounds. 

The  imports  of  prunes  and  dates  amounted  in  1914  to  1,703,798 
pounds;  in  1913  the  quantity  imported  was  3,968,166  pounds.  The 
imports  at  Bergen  in  1914  were  285,145  pounds;  in  the  preceding 
year,  813,725  pounds.  Over  one-half  of  this  class  of  goods  is  cred- 
ited to  Germany  in  both  years.  The  United  States  shipped  183,645 
pounds  in  1914  and  810,816  pounds  in  1913. 

Dried-fruit  quotations  for  50-pound  boxes,  c.  and  f .,  are,  per  pound : 
Apples — prime  $0,095,  choice  $0.11;  apricots — choice  $0.17,  extra 
$0.18,  fancy  $0.185 ;  peaches— choice  $0,108,  fancy  $0,118,  extra  fancy 
$0.125 ;  prunes— 60/70s  $0.11,  70/80s  $0,105,  90/lOOs  $0,095. 

The  following  prices  have  been  paid  for  raisins  f.  o.  b.  Malaga: 
Seedless,  in  cases  of  28  pounds  or  barrels  of  112  pounds,  $11.19  per 
hundredweight  of  112  pounds;  small,  $10.20.  For  loose  Muscatels 
the  c.  i.  f.  Bergen  price  is  9  to  9.75  crowns  per  case  of  10  kilos  (equiv- 
alent to  $0.11  to  $0.12  per  pound),  according  to  brand. 

Owing  to  the  prosperity  now  prevailing  in  Norway  there  is  a 
better  market  than  ever  for  canned  fruit.    The  following  prices  per 
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dozen  have  been  paid  for  canned  fruit  f.'  o.  b.  San  Francisco: 
Standard  apricots,  2^-pound  tins,  $1.45;  standard  pears?  2-pound 
tins,  $1.80 ;  yellow  peaches,  2^-pound  tins,  $1,45.  The  English  prices, 
f.  o.  b.  London,  for  these  gooas,  are  $3.i6,  $2.98,  and  $2.98,  respec- 
tively. 
Horwegian  Import  Bntiei. 

The  import  duties  on  fruit  in  the  Norwegian  tariff  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  tariff  applicable  to  the  different  classes  are  as  follows : 

Fresh  fruit. — No.  153.  Oranges,  lemons,  etc.,  $0.24  per  100  pounds.  Tare  oo 
the  cases,  22  per  cent. 

No.  156.  Grupes,  $0.24  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  tbe  casks  and  cases,  33  per 
cent. 

No.  157.  Bnnnnns,  $0.24  per  100  ponnds.    Tare  on  the  cases,  22  per  cent. 

No.  1.58.  Apples  and  pears,  $1.46  per  100  pounds. 

No.  l.~>9.  Strawberries,  morello  cherries,  and  pineapples,  $2.43  per  100  ponod& 

No.  160.  Other  fresh  fruit,  including  edible  berries,  $1.82  per  100  pounds. 

Dried  fruit. — No.  161.  Prunes  and  dates,  $1.82  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on 
caslcs  and  coses,  10  per  cent. 

No.  162.  Currants,  $1.82  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  casks,  12  per  cent;  on 
cases,  16  per  cent. 

No.  163.  Figs  and  fig  paste,  $0.60  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  caslis,  coses,  and 
drums,  15  per  cent ;  on  baskets  or  mats,  6  per  cent. 

No.  164.  Raisins  and  dried  bananas,  $0.97  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  casks, 
14  per  cent ;  on  cases,  20  per  cent ;  on  earthenware  pots,  30  per  cent 

No.  163.  Dried  oranges  and  orange  peel,  $3.65  per  100  pounds. 

Fruit,  salted  or  preserved  i»  viticffar. — ^No.  170.  Oranges  and  orangie  peel 
preserved  In  salt  water,  $4.25  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  cases,  16  per  cent;  on 
earthenware  jars,  30  per  cent. 

No.  172.  Other  salted  and  pickled  fruit,  $9.11  per  100  pounds.  Tare  on  glass, 
30  per  cent. 

No.  173a.  Fruit  and  fruit  peels  In  sugar,  preserved ;  preserves  and  fruit  pre- 
served in  spirits,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  $9.11  per  100  pounds. 

No.  173b.  Fruit  preserved  otherwise  than  above  stated,  including  pineai^lee, 
plums,  and  pears  in  metal  boxes,  whether  preserved  in  sugar  or  not,  $4.86  per 
100  pounds. 

In  calculating  the  dut^^  on  173a  and  I73b  the  weight  of  the 
bottles,  jars,  boxes,  and  similar  innermost  covering  is  included  in 
the  weight. 

[A  list  of  Bergen  fruit  agents  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  82078.  Other  discussions  of  the  Norwegian  fruit  market,  with  special 
reference  to  the  trade  of  Stavanger,  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Reports  for  Mar.  19,  1913,  and  Nov.  20,  1914.] 


UOHTHOirSE  SEBVICE  BEDXTCES  COST  OF  BITOT  lEHSES. 

A  great  reduction  in  the  cost  of  375-raiUimeter  buoy  lenses  will 
result  from  experiments  which  have  been  carried  on  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  at  the  general  lighthouse  depot,  Tomp- 
kinsville,  N.  Y.  The  object  of  the  worii  has  been  to  make  such  lenses 
of  pressed  glass  in  place  of  expensive  cut  glass,  which  has  been  used 
for  the  purpose.  The  third  inspector  now  reports  that  pressed- 
glass  lenses,  which  from  practical  tests  both  with  the  naked  eye  and 
with  the  photometer  have  proven  of  equal  efficiency  to  the  cut-glass 
lenses,  can  be  made  for  about  $150  each,  a  reduction  of  $250  from  the 
cost  of  the  cut-glass  lenses. 

The  Lighthouse  Service  announces  that  the  pressed-glass  lenses  will 
be  adopted  for  use  in  all  375-millimeter  lanterns  purchased  hereafter. 
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OITATEKALA  TKABE  DT  FBESEBVES  AHD  JEUIES. 

[Consul  Samael  C.  Beat,  GnatemaUi  City,  Not.  14.] 

Guatemala  spent  last  year  lor  imported  preserved  fruits,  jellies, 
jams,  vegetables,  and  meats  the  sum  of  $52,058.  Of  this  amount 
unports  &om  the  United  States  formed  $43,068.  Prior  to  the  Euro- 
pean war  Germany  and  England  shared  this  trade  with  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1914  Germany  alone 
sent  to  Guatemala  preserved  sweets  and  canned  fruits  to  the  value  of 
$33,000.  While  imports  from  the  United  States  have  shown  a  steady 
increase  from  year  to  year — vastly  accelerated,  of  course,  since  the 
European  war — Guatemalan  imports  of  this  class  from  all  countries 
showed  a  decline  from  a  total  of  $106,038  in  1914  to  $52,058  last  year, 
as  stated. 

Before  the  war,  however,  according  to  local  dealers,  California 
canned  fruits,  especially  peaches,  pears,  and  strawberries,  led  in 
the  Guatemala  market  as  the  best  sellers,  and  this  position  of  leader- 
ship is  still  retained.  Germany  formerly  sent  over  canned  fruits  in 
competition  with  the  American  article.  The  German  jellies  and 
jams  were  pronounced  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  with  the  added 
merit  of  being  cheaper  than  the  goods  sent  here  from  the  United 
States. 

The  high  customs  rate  applying  to  preserves,  jams,  jellies,  and 
canned  fruits  restricts  the  market  for  these  products  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, as  the  articles  on  reaching  Guatemala  become  luxuries  b«yond 
the  reach  of  all  but  the  wealthier  classes.  (The  Guatemalan  import 
duty  is  approximately  7  cents  United  States  gold  per  pound,  a  rate 
that  in  many  cases  is  equal  to  the  original  co^  of  the  articles  in  the 
country  of  production.) 

Foreign  and  Someitle  Competition. 

Indications  are  that  after  the  war  Europe  will  become  a  strong 
competitor  of  the  United  States  for  the  trade  of  Guatemala  in  this 
particular  line,  but  that  the  United  States  will  likely  retain  for  some 
time  to  come,  if  not  permanently,  the  advantage  it  has  gained  in  this 
market.  Local  dealers  report  that  Guatemalans  are  sticklers  for 
quality,  and  that  in  buying  conserves  and  sweetmeats  there  is  a 
tendency  to  demand  the  best,  even  at  an  added  cost. 

A  local  concern,  known  as  the  North  Tropics  Products  Co.,  has 
erected  a  plant  for  preserving  and  canning  tropical  fruits  and  vege- 
tables. The  establishment  is  modem  in  construction  and  equipment 
and  uses  electricity  for  cooking.  It  is  located  near  Guatemala  City 
and  gives  employment  to  over  100  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
company  makes  a  creditable  line  of  these  products,  and  in  addition 
to  supplying  the  local  market  it  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a 
growing  export  business.  The  United  States  is  the  best  customer  of 
the  Guatemalan  concern,  but  it  also  sends  its  products  to  other 
countries  of  Central  and  South  America.  Practically  every  tropical 
fruit  of  commercial  demand  and  importance  is  utilized  by  the 
company. 

[A  list  of  Guatemalan  Importers  of  and  dealers  in  preserved  fruits,  jams,  and 
Jellies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  82220.] 
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AMESICAH  COHSITLAB  OFFICElUS  0)7  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion ot 
Tcntie. 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

Buckiin,  Oeorge  A 

Chambcrlin,  Oeorge  E . 


Hanover,  Oerraany. . . 
La  Ouaira,  Vcnntuela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Quiaoa. . 

Dclcliman,  Carl  F Santos,  Bratil 

Dow,EdwardA St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 

Eager,  Oeorge  Eugene '  Barmen,  Germany 

Gamon,  Jotm  A '  Corlnto,  Nicaragua 


Dec.  25 
Feb.  10 
Jan.  U 
Dec.  33 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Hanson,  George  C I  Swatow,  China. 

Jenkins,  Douglas Riga^  Russia 

Latham,  CliarlesL. 

Listoe,  Sorcn 


Sauer,Emfl 

Smith,  Felix  WUloughby. . 


Smith,  James  A 

TaggutjO.  Russell.. 


Watson,  John  J.  C 

WiUrlch,  (iobhard 

WoddeU,  Alexander  W. 


**.*",  i»».j.»«». 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologno,  Germany ... 
Tiflis,  Russia. 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario. . 


St.  Pierre,  Uiqueloo.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Jan.     2 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
...do..... 

Feb.  1 
Dec.  15 

Jan.  15 
Dec.  20 

Dec  25 

...do 

Dec.  31 


Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 
Do. 
C/6  E.  L.  ChamberUn,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Cam. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SM  Fedenl 

BnlkUns,  Chicago,  m. 
123  Ualn  street,  Bridroport,  Conn. 
Departmont  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
The  Hendota,  Washington,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"  Walkertotd,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State.  Washington.  D.C. 
C/o  Msssmon  EendeU,  WoolworthBalU- 

ing,  New  York  City. 
Depwtment  of  State,  Wasliington.  D.  C. 
UOi  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washir^tan, 

D.C. 
2236 Q Street,  Washlngtm,  D.C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  RiiAmond,  Va. 


AHEBICAN  COTTON  OHmED. 

A  preliminary  report  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census 
shows  that  the  number  of  running  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the 
growth  of  1916  prior  to  December  1,  1916,  counting  round  as  half 
bales  and  excluding  linters,  was  10,359,346,  compared  with  9,703,612 
bales  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915,  and  13,073,386  for  the 
period  in  1914.  The  statistics  include  177^662  round  bales  for  1916; 
93,361  bales  for  1915;  39,682  for  1914.  The  number  of  sea-island 
bales  included  in  101,620  for  1916,  77,165  for  1915,  and.  63,024  for 
1914.  The  distribution  of  sea-island  cotton  for  1916,  by  States,  is: 
Florida,  32,452;  Georgia,  67,578;  and  South  Carolina,  1,590. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTHEAir  OF  FOBEION  AlID  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBK :  Room  409,  Costomhoiise. 

BOSTON:  1801  Castomkone. 

CHICAUO:  604  Fedenl  Ballding. 

ST.  LOriS:  40S  Third  National  Baak  Balldlag. 

ATLANTA:  S31  Pott  Offlre  Building. 

NEW  0BLEAN8:  lOSO  HIberala  Bank  Balldlag. 

BAN  FBANCISCO:  S07  fastoBhoase. 

SEATTLE:  848  Uenrf  Balldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLETSLAND:  Chanker  of  Cowaeree. 
CtNCmHATI:  Ckaaher  of  Coaaeret. 
aKCINNATI:  C,  K.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Ce. 
LOS  ANOBLES:  Chaaber  of  ronrree. 
PHILADELPHU:  Ckaaber  of  CoBmrm. 
CHATTAlfOOCIA:  Switk  Amriean  Ageat,  8Mtk- 

ern  By. -Co. 
POBTLAND,  0BE6.:  Chaaker  of  Cummtn. 
DAITON:  (ireattr  Dajrtoa  AMeeUilea. 
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PSOFOSAIS  FOK  GOVEBmCEIPr  SITPPLIES  AND  CONSTSITCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named,  and  spcciScatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
ttameA.  Id  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
■honld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  maillDg  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  (or 
fattue  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

Fire  system.  No.  3864. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelve<l  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Kavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Dc((>inber  26,  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  Installing  a  motor-driven  centrifugal  pump  and  all  piping, 
fittings,  valves,  hydrants,  and  accessories  necessary  for  an  extension  to  the 
high-pressure  lire  system  at  the  Naval  Proving  Ground,  Indianhead,  Md. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtaine<l  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Tards  and  DocliS,  Washington,  D.  O. 

Band  barges.  No.  386.5. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvctl  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  December  21,  1910,  for  constructing 
nud  delivering,'  complete,  three  steel  saijd  barges,  Nos.  1001  to  1603,  inclu- 
sive. Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

(;:;/-«iic«.  No.  3866. — Sealed  proposals  will  l>e  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Xards  and 
Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  18,  1916,  for 
furnishing  two  fitting  out  cranes  at  the  navy  yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal. 
Speclflcntions  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Doclis  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  Mare  Island  Navy  Yard,  Vallejo,  Cal. 

Dredging,  No.  3807. — Sealed  projwsals  will  be  received  at  tlie  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  401  Customhouse,  San  FVancIsco,  Cal.,  until  December  27, 
1916,  for  dredging  in  Oakland  Harbor,  Cal.  Further  information  moy  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

ifcdical  supplies,  No.  3868. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Decem- 
22,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  hydrargyri  chlorldum  eorrosivum 
tablets,  ammoniie  spiritus  aromaticus  in  bottles,  and  nnwuentuin  hydrargyri 
chloridum  mitis  in  bottles.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  above-named  office. 

Building  operations.  No.  3809. — Scaled  projxisals  will  be  i-eceive«l  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December 
26,  1916,  for  three  one-story  brick  buildings,  with  heating,  plumbing,  and 
electric  lighting  systems,  at  the  naval  hospital  reservation,  Newport,  E.  I. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Oasoline,  No.  3870. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector, Charleston,  S.  C,  itntll  December  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  gasoline 
for  the  period  from  January  1  to  June  30,  1917.  Further  information  may 
be  had  o.i  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Steel  eell  fronts,  etc..  No.  3871. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Etepartment  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  furnishing  and  .delivering  at  the  United  States  Penitentiary,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  steel  cell  fronts  and  mechanical  locking  device  for  entire  cell  block  In 
the  east  main  cell  wing.  Copies  of  specifications  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Washington  office. 

Lumber,  No.  3872. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Uulte*l  States 
Engineer  Office,  Custom  House,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  December  28,  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  piles,  walings,  and  lumber  on  the  banks  or 
wharves  in  Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Bottles,  3873. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot, 
United  States  Army,  548  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  Decem- 
ber 18,  1910,  for  furnishing  ami  delivering  clear  glass  vials.  Sijecifications 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  alwve-nanicd  office. 

X-rav  plates,  3874. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  Unltetl  States  Array,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
December  10,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  COO  do/.en  X-ray  plates. 
Specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-name  office. 

Iron  ballast  balls.  No.  3875.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  TompklnsvHIe,  N.  Y.,  until  January  4.  1917.  for  Inm  ballast 
balls  for  bell,  can,  spar,  and  nun  buoys.  Further  Information  may  be  Iiad 
on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
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FOBEION  TSADE  OFPOBTUNITIES. 


Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bar«an  and  Its  diatriet  oSees.  Bcqaest 
for  each  opportunity  Kbould  be  oq  a  separate  sheet  and  atete  opportaaltjr  BaiBMr. 
The  BnrFnn  does  not  furnish  credit  nitings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standlhg 


of  forelRU  Inquirers ;   the  usual   precautions  should  be  taken  la  all  cases.     SjrraboU 
'  Reported    by   American   consular  ofilcers :    t  Reported   by   commercial   attach^ j  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  receiyed  by  the  Bureau. 

Automobiles 23225 

Boats,  motor 23225 

Boilers 23222 


Machinery,    pumping 23224 

Machines,   weighing 23222 

Motor  cycles 23225 

Motors,  benalne 23221 

Motors,  electric 2322SI 

Motors,  kerosene 23221 

Motors,   steam r 23222 

I'ipes,  Iron 23230 

Tacks 23223 

Taps 2.t230 

Tubes 23230 

Valves 23330 

Wires,  electric 23229 


Butter,  coconut 23228 

focon 23227 

franes - 23222 

l>ynamoK 23229 

FuodstufTs 23226 

Cos  engines 23222 

(ienerntors 23222 

Hooks,    Iron 23223 

Ijimps,  electric 23229 

lA>romotlve8 23222 

Machinery,    agricultural 23221,  23222 

23221.t — A  firm  In  Russia,  with  nn  office  in  the  United  States,  wishes  to  conimu- 
iilcnte  with  American  mnuufacturers  unci  exporters  of  ngricultura!  iim- 
oliinery  of  all  kinds,  and  Iceroseue  and  benzine  driven  luotoit;  of  2,  4,  6,  8, 
and  10  horsepower.    Reference. 

23222.* — A  man  in  Spain  is  desirous  of  securing  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  loco- 
motives, steam  motors,  boilers,  weighing  machines,  agricultural  machinery, 
generators,  gusogenes,  crones,  etc.  Quotations  sliould  be  made  c.  L  f. 
destination.  Payment  will  be  made  against  shli»ping  documents.  Corre- 
spondence in  Spanish.    Reference. 

23223. t — A  man  in  Greece  Is  in  the  market  for  tacks  and  Iron  hooks.  Samrrfes 
of  articles  desired  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  Misc.  Exhibit  No.  170.) 

23224.*— The  Sydney  office  of  the  British  Trade  Commissioner  in  Australia 
reports  that  tenders  will  be  received  by  the  New  South  Wales  Department 
of  Public  Works  until  January  8,  1917,  for  the  supply  and  erection  of 
immping  machinery  in  two  units,  driven  by  suction  gas  or  by  steam.  The 
Bureau  oi'  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  no  further  information  in 
regard  to  tills  opiwrtuiilty. 

23225.t — A  man  In  Colombia  would  like  to  receive  catalogvies  of  automobiles, 
motorcycles,  aud  motor  boats. 

23226.t — A  commission  merchant  in  Porto  Rico  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in 
oommunlcatlou  with  Americon  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  foodstuffs. 
References. 

23227.* — A  chocolate-manufacturing  firm  in  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for 
raw  cocoa.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  European  port.  Cash  will  be 
paid  against  documents.    Correspondence  in  English.     References. 

23228.t — An  importing  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  coconut  butter. 

23229.* — A  man  in  Spain  would  like  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  .40116^- 
can  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dynamos,  electric  motors,  electric 
lamps,  electric  wires,  and  all  kinds  of  electrical  materials.  Quotation* 
should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  destination.  Payment  will  be  made  against  siilpi)iug 
documents.    Correspondence  In  Si)anlsli.    Reference. 

232.'J0.* — The  water  supply  department  of  a  city  in  Russia  desires  to  purchsse 
cast-iron  and  steel  supplies  for  the  municipal  waterworks,  such  as  pipes, 
tul)es,  taps,  valves,  etc.  Quotations  should  Ije  made  c.  1.  f.  Vladlvostolc, 
preferably  In  Russian  currency.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 


Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  jr.,  of  Athens,  reports  the  sale  of 
$70.r)00  worth  of  American  brewer's  supplies  (malt,  lupulin,  barley, 
etc.),  $G,000  worth  of  coffee,  and  various  other  items  that  bring  the 
total  up  to  $125,000,  as  the  September  quarter's  results  of  consular 
trade-extension  work  in  that  section  of  Greece. 


WASBINOTON  :  OOTBBNUBNT  PUNTIXC  OrFICI:  I*l* 

Digitized  by ' 


,  Google 


eOMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OE  COMMERCE 

For  tale  bj  the  Supcnntendent  cf  Documents,  Waihiogtoo,  D.  C,  at  |2^0  per  year 

No.  290      Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  December  11  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Pago.  Page. 

Import  problbitlonon  tin  plate  Id  Australh...  915  A  vrar's  results  In  building  American  com- 

Deefsion  aflerting   BrlUsh  embargo  on  sillc  merca 9J2 

fabric 945      Toiiri-it  traflic  prospects  in  Bermudit 963 

Need  of  manufactured  goods  in  \restem  Siberia  945  Commerce  through  the  Senit  Ste.  Uarie  Canals  961 

Construction  work 948      The  Greek  currant  mirkct 955 

Tested  sales  contract  tor  Canary  Islands 949  Chilean  mining  school  to  have  excellent  flcld.  958 

Sandade  fiber  offered  for  export  in  Brazil 949      Proposals  for  Government  supplies 95S 

Bistray  of  the  United  States  Census 950  American  consular  officers  on  leave  of  absence .  953 

Now  Brun  wick's  territorial  revenue 950  Spanish  firm  buys  .Vmericin  aluminum  ware.  969 

Wine  production  in  Oen-'vaconsulir  district..  951       Foreign  trade  oppsri  unities 960 

Normal  potato  crop  expected  in  Bermuda 951      Western  firm  pie  aod  with  Bureau  service 980 

IHFOBT  PROHIBITION  ON  TIN  PLATE  IN  AXTSTBAIIA. 

According  to  a  cablegram  from  Commercial  Attache  Philip  B. 
Kennedyj  Melbourne,  dated  December  8,  the  Australian  Government 
has  prohibited  the  importation  of  tin  plate  from  the  United  States. 
The  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  shipments  actually  en  route. 

[During  the  fiscal  year  endiiif;  .Tune  80,  1916,  the  qiinntlty  of  tin  plate  Iin» 
ported  Into  Australia  from  the  United  States  was  3,870,199  iwunds,  represent- 
ing  about  50  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.] 


DECISION  AFFECTINO  BRITISH  EMBABOO  ON  SUE  FABRIC. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Dec.  8.1 

The  War  Trade  Department  decides  that  tissues  being  manufac- 
tures of  silk  with  other  yarns  may  be  regarded  as  outside  the  prohibi- 
tion affecting  export  to  all  non-British  destinations  of  "  all  tissues 
and  fabrics  of  silk  of  all  kinds  (including  artificial  silk)  whether 
pure  or  mixed  with  other  yams  or  materials  in  the  'gray  or  dis- 
charged, undyed,  dyed  or  printed,  unweighted  or  weighted."  Pro- 
vided the  exporter  declares  that  the  goods  contain  less  than  10  per 
cent  of  silk,  including  artificial  silk,  such  mixed  tissues  may  be 
exported  to  all  destinations  other  than  nonallied  European  countries. 

[The  embargo  decree  prohibiting  tlio  o.Kportation  of  sillc  fabrics  to  non- 
British  destinations  was  published  in  fo.MMKRci!  IIeports  for  Oct.  28.] 


NEED  OF  MANTTFACTTIRED  GOODS  IN  WESTERN  SIBERIA. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  .lournal,  Nov.  23.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Omsk,  Asiatic  Bussia,  writes  that  prices 
of  manufactured  goods  in  that  district  are  very  high  at  present.  The 
demand  is  good,  stocks  being  very  low,  and  foreign  goods  could  be 
sold  for  cash  and  at  a  profit  in  spite  of  the  heavy  duties  and  transport 
and  exchange  difficulties.  The  supply  of  even  small  quantities  of 
foreign  goods  might  have  a  great  efTect  on  trade  after  the  war,  be- 
cause dealers  in  Siberia  would  know  the  class  of  goods  that  could  be 
furnished  under  normal  conditions.  Firms  wishing  to  obtain  a  share 
in  Russian  after-the-war  business  are  recommended  to  start  now. 

T0329*-16  946 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


946  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

COHSTBXrcnOH  WOKE. 

CHIHA. 

(CoDsni  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shansbal,  Oct.  81.] 
Vnnsnal  Baildlnff  ConatruotlOA  Activities  at  Shanghai. 

The  value  of  buildings  under  construction  in  the  International 
Settlement  at  Shanghai  for  the  first  half  of  1916  was  approximatelj 
$2,400,000.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing  when  compared  with  the 
returns  for  all  of  1915,  which  aggregated  about  $3,100,000.  These 
figures  represent  only  the  International  Settlement.  Extensive  build- 
ing operations  are  also  being  carried  on  in  the  French  Concession, 
the  Chinese  native  city,  and  m  the  suburbs. 

The  large  amount  of  building  work  at  present  carried  on  in 
Shanghai  may  be  accounted  for  m  part  by  tne  urgent  need  of  the 
structures  now  being  erected.  The  cost  of  building  is  in  general  20 
per  cent  higher  than  ordinarily,  and  the  belief  is  that  these  higher 
figures  will  not  be  reduced  to  the  normal  for  many  months  to  come. 
The  loss  in  the  extra  cost  of  building,  however,  will  in  most  cases  be 
offset  by  bigger  profits  resulting  from  larger  rentals  and  increased 
business. 

Character  of  BaildinKS  Under  Construction. 

The  buildings  under  construction  in  the  International  Settlement 
in  Shanghai  may  be  classified  thus:  Native  residences  and  shops, 
semiforeign  shops,  semiforeign  residences,  foreign  residences,  of- 
fices, and  shops. 

The  largest  number  of  building  operations  comes  under  native 
residences  and  shops.  The  usual  native  residence  measures  12  feet 
in  width  by  22  to  24  feet  in  depth.  They  are  built  with  a  4-foot  space 
between  the  main  house  and  an  8-foot  back  lean-to  serving  as  a 
kitchen,  over  which  is  a  sun  deck,  the  main  house  only  havmg  an 
upper  floor.  There  is  also  an  8-foot  walled  front  yard.  The  shtw) 
differs  from  the  residence  only  by  the  elimination  of  the  front  yard, 
the  front  of  ttie  main  house  being  on  the  road  line. 

Semiforeign  shops  are  native  ^ops  with  a  foreign  front,  and  these 
are  becoming  general  on  the  principal  streets. 

Semiforeign  residences  are  of  tne  same  size  as  the  native  resi- 
dences, having  a  somewhat  better  finish  and  a  foreign  front  in  the 
shape  of  a  veranda  and  are  supplied  with  foreign  doors  and  windows. 
They  are  generally  occupied  by  Japanese  and  the  foreign  poor. 

The  foreign  residences,  offices,  and  shops  constitute  the  bulk  of  the 
exiiensive  buildingrf  and   are  generallj'  substantial  and  well  con- 
structed. 
Katerials  Vsed  in  Building  Native  Houses. 

The  native  houses  are  all  frame.  The  uprights  are  usually  native 
round  fir  poles,  C  to  8  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base.  Division  walls 
between  houses  are  of  3-inch  brick.  Joists  carrying  the  floor  and 
roof  are  round  fir  poles.  The  flooring  is  pine,  lap-jointed  or  tongued- 
and-groved.  Doors  are  of  pine,  made  up  of  thin  boards  nailed  to 
a  frame.  Windows  are  glazed  with  fourtn-quality  glass.  The  stiles 
of  doors  and  windows,  let  into  the  framework  at  the  top  and  bottom, 
form  hinge  bars  upon  Avhich  they  move.  No  hardware  is  used.  Iron- 
work entering  into  the  construction  consists  only  of  rain  pipes  from 
the  roof  and  nails  for  the  flooring. 
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The  roofs  are  invariably  covered  with  native  tiles  of  a  slate  color. 
This  color  is  not  due  to  the  material  used,  but  is  the  result  of  the 
tempering  received  in  tlie  kiln.  Before  the  tiles  are  brought  to  such 
a  degree  of  heat  in  the  kiln  as  would  leave  them  red  afterwards,  the 
fire  IS  extinguished  and  water  is  poured  from  the  top  and  is  gradu- 
ally absorbed,  in  tiie  form  of  steam,  by  the  half-burned  tiles.  It  is  a 
cheaper  process  than  that  used  to  produce  the  onlinary  brick  red. 

Oregon  pine  was  formerly  gradually  supplanting  cheaper  timbers, 
such  a.s  native  and  Japanese  piue,  both  in  framing  and  flooring,  but 
it  has  had  a  setback  since  the  outbreak  of  tlie  war,  due  to  the  increase 
in  freight  rates,  as  u  result  of  which  it  can  not  compete  with  the 
cheaper  timbei*s. 

Semi-Porelgn  Hon«es — Foreign  Besidences,  Offices,  Shops,  and  Oodowns. 

In  the  semiforeign  houses  a  low  grade  of  hardware  is  used,  con- 
sisting of  cheap  lock  sets,  galvanized  and  black  iron  fastening  hooks, 
iron  barrel  and  espagnolette  bolts  for  windows,  etc.,  and  cast-iron 
gi-ate  fronts. 

The  walls  of  the  foreign  residences,  offices,  shops,  and  godowns 
are  generally  of  solid  brick,  although  fronts  are  sometimes  con- 
structed of  granite,  stone,  or  artificial  stone.  Constructional  timber 
is  invariably  Oregon  pine,  flooi-s  in  some  cases  being  Oregon  pine, 
but  usually  Singapore  red  wowl.  This  wood,  which  resembles  the 
Lauan  (Philippine)  family,  makes  a  good  floor  and  shows  up  well 
when  coated  with  native  varnish,  known  as  "  Ning^jo  varnish." 
Singapore  red  wood  is  also  extensively  used  for  cabinetwork. 

Ningpo  varnish  is  composed  of  a  mixture  of  raw  varnish  (lacquer) 
and  wood  oil  generally  from  Szechuen,  the  proportion  varying, 
usually  being  25  per  cent  raw  varnish  and  75  per  cent  wood  oil.  A 
larger  proportion  of  raw  varnisli  increases  both  cost  and  durability. 

Lath  and  plaster  partitions  and  ceilings  are  made  up  with  Oregon 
laths. 

A  good  quality  of  lock  sets  are  used,  usually  of  British  manufac- 
ture. Locks  are  deeply  mortised  so  that  the  handle  is  4  or  5  inches 
away  from  the  edge  of  the  door.  Hooks  and  window  and  shutter 
fastenere  ai-e  of  brass.  Sanitary  fixtures  are  of  good  qiiality.  There 
is  no  demand  for  stock  doors  and  saslies,  the  anrhitect  or  designer 
varying  his  sizes  to  suit  the  size  of  room,  depth  of  floor,  exterior 
appearance  of  building,  etc. 

Roofs  are  generally  covered  with  corrugated,  galvanized  iron. 
Marseille  red  clay  and  local  cement  tiles  are  also  used. 

Native  varnish  is  almost  universally  used  on  woodwork,  and  for- 
eign paint  on  iron;  water  paint,  distempers,  or  kalsomine  serve  to 
decorate  almost  all  interiors. 
Extensive  Use  of  Cement — ^Window  Olass. 

Tlie  use  of  reinforced  concrete  has  grown  rapidly  and  it  is  now 
being  extensively  employed  in  office,  shop,  and  factory  blocks.  Ex- 
panded metal,  wire  mesh,  and  reinforcement  bars  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  in  great  demand,  although  at  high  price.  The  demand  will, 
in  all  probability,  greatly  increase. 

Cement  is  being  consumed  in  increasing  quantities,  the  supply 
being  met  from  mills  in  or  near  China. 

Before  the  war  Belgium  was  practically  the  only  source  of  sup- 
ply for  window  glass.    Now  it  is  obtained  from  Japan  and  America; 
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but  American  manufacturers  must  furnish  a  -cheapo*  quality  to  re- 
tain the  business  against  competition,  the  fourth  quality  now  being 
supplied  from  America  being  about  50  per  cent  thicker  than  the 
fourth  Belgian  quality  that  prevailed  before  the  war. 

CANADA. 
Vew  Pulp  mil  In  Vew  Bmnswick. 

[Consul  E.  Temc  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Not.  27.] 

A  new  pulp  mill  is  about  to  be  erected  at  Millerton,  on  the  Mir- 
amichi  River,  to  be  operated  under  the  sulphate  process  (chemical) 
and  will  at  first  have  a  daily  capacity  of  about  20  tons.  The  pulp 
mill  at  this  point  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  months  ago.  Montreal 
capitalists  are  financing  the  undertaking.  It  is  expected  that  the 
.^miU  will  be  ready  for  production  abolit  next  March. 

Although  shipment  by  water  from  Millerton  is  hardly  practicable, 
it  was  decided  to  build  the  mill  there  rather  than  farther  down 
stream,  because  the  water  necessary  for  washing  the  pulp  is  less 
affected  by  the  tide,  contains  less  salt  and  other  deleterious  ingre- 
dients, which  might  affect  the  quality  of  the  pulp.  There  is  also 
a  fair  supply  of  spring  water  conveniently  near  the  chosen  site. 
The  Intercolonial  division  of  the  Canadian  Government  Railways 
will  provide  the  requisite  transportation  facilities. 

The  mill  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  was  a  much  more  extensive 
plant  than  the  one  now  in  contemplation.  It  converted  its  product 
into  paper  of  the  class  known  to  the  trade  as  ''kraft,"  some  of 
which  was  exported  to  the  United  States. 

[The  name  and  address  of  the  probable  manager  of  the  plant  can  be  <*tained 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conynerce  or  Its  district  or  cooperatiTe 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82425.] 

KETHEKLANSS. 
[Consul  Frank  W.  Uahln,  Amsterdam,  Nov.  IS.] 
Erection  of  Hotel. 

Provisional  plans  have  been  made  for  a  new  hotel  which  will  ac- 
commodate 50  per  cent  more  guests  than  any  hotel  now  in  Amster- 
dam. The  hotel  will  stand  on  a  corner  and  extend  70  meters  (230 
feet)  along  one  street  and  75  meters  (246  feet)  along  the  other,  and 
will  cover  altogether  3,000  square  meters  of  ground.  It  will  be 
five  or  more  stories  high  and  have  200  bedrooms  and  200  bathro<Hns, 
and  50  or  more  private  sitting  rooms  connecting  with  bedrooms, 
altogether  giving  accommodations  for  over  300  guests. 

The  capital  stock  is  3,000,000  florins  ($1,206,000). 

A  report  from  this  consulate,  dated  October  13, 1915  [see  Commerce 
Reports  for  Nov.  10,  1915],  gave  the  details  of  a  project  for  a  new 
hotel  on  the  Dam,  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  royal  palace.  This 
project,  after  ground  was  broken,  has  apparently  failed  for  lack  of 
sufficient  support.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  present  project 
can  not  fail,  because  it  was  instituted  by  great  financial,  shipping, 
and  railway  interests.  The  preliminary  arrangements  are  under  the 
direction  of  representatives  of  two  large  Amsterdam  financial  insti- 
tutions, of  two  Amsterdam  steamship  companies,  and  of  the  Holland 
and  State  railway  companies. 

It  is  doubtful  if  actual  building  will  begin  before  the  end  of 
the  war,  because  of  the  present  difficulty  of  obtaining  and  the  high 
cost  of  (he  necessary  materials. 
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TESTES  SALES  CONTBACT  FOB  CAHABY  ISLANDS. 

(CoDBOl  George  K.  Stiles,  Tenerlffe,  Nov.  11.] 

Hepeated  instances  of  American  losses  through  failure  to  secure 
properly  worded  sales  contracts  emphasize  the  importance  of  a 
lorm  of  contract  practically  tested  by  local  legal  I'equirements,  in- 
cluding those  conditions  that  bear  on  the  present  foreign  trade  with 
these  islands.  This  is  an  agent's  market  far  more  than  a  jobber's, 
and  in  many  cases  the  best  agents  for  introducing  American  goods 
are  to  be  found  only  among  the  more  recently  estaolished  firms.  In 
such  cases  signed  orders  or  sales  contracts  should  be  required  from 
the  actual  purchasers  and  indorsed  by  the  agent,  following  the  form 
given  below: 

uodeTj  .sales  coxtr.vct. 

Xo. 

Nome  of  nsent  or  of  firm  when  direct  buyer 

Order  given  by (name  of  buyer).  « 

To (name  of  American  exporter). 

Through  agency  of (name  of  agent,  when  not  direct  sale). 

Method  of  payment 

Date  of  shipment  (usually  now  reading  "  soone.st  pos-sible  "). 
Order  list,  composing  actual  body  of  order.  (This  should  be  exact.  ludefluite 
orders  have  been  proved  In  the  local  courts  to  be  no  orders  at  all.) 
Conditions  of  contract:  "All  prices  are  subject  to  the  market  fluctuations. 
This  order  can  not  be  held  up  or  canceled  after  It  has  been  sent.  Orders  by  cable 
are  subject  to  the  usual  interpretation  of  commercial  terms.  Cable  orders  should 
be  distinctly  so  marked  on  the  sales  contract.  Weights  and  measures  are  under- 
stood to  be  the  shipping  weights  and  measures.  When  merchandise-  Is  sold  c  1.  f.. 
It  Is  understood  to  be  at  the  actual  price  of  the  freight  and  Insurance  of  the  day, 
and  any  increase  would  be  on  the  buyer's  account.  Any  delay  in  shipping  is  on 
the  buyer's  responsibility.  If  slilpment  can  not  be  effected  for  some  unforeseen 
reason,  this  order  is  understood  to  be  canceled." 

This  form,  which  was  drawn  by  the  leader  of  the  local  bar  for  a 
British  firm,  has  been  tested  for  several  years.  While  it  may  appear 
to  be  unu.sually  favorable  to  the  seller,  no  first-class  firm  in  this  dis- 
trict would  ordinarily  refuse  to  sign  it,  and  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is 
being  done  under  such  sales  contracts  by  conservative  British  firms. 

SAUBADE  FIBEB  OFFEBED  FOB  EXPOBT  IN  BBAZIL. 

A  sample  of  the  fiber  of  a  plant  known  as  "saudade"  has  been 
forwarded  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  by  Consul  General  Gott- 
schalk,  with  the  statement  that  it  is  said  to  grow  in  abundance  in  the 
vicinity  of  Maranhao,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  it  could  be  fur- 
nished in  exportable  quantities. 

At  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  in  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  it  is  stated  that  this  fiber  is  evidently  from  a  plant  of 
the  milkweed  family  and  is  very  similar  to  akund,  which  is  produced 
in  India  from  Calotropis  proccra,  known  there  by  the  name  "  madar." 
This  fiber  is  not  quoted  in  the  fiber  markets  of  the  United  States,  but 
it  is  quoted  in  the  London  fiber  markets  in  the  same  group  with 
kapok.  A  recent  quotation  gives  the  price  of  akund  at  3^d.  to  4d. 
($0.07  to  $0.08),  with  kapok  at  lOd.  to  13d.  per  pound. 

The  bureau  states  that  a  market  for  this  fiber  could  be  obtained 
with  upholsterers  and  mattress  makers. 

[The  fiber  mentlonetl  may  be  inspectetl  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  ofllces.  The  name  of  the  pei-son  who  supplied  the 
sample  to  Cousul  General  Gottschalk  may  be  obtained  from  these  offices  or 
from  the  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bareau.    Befer  to  file  No.  81869.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


950  COMUEBCE  BEP0B1S. 

mSTOBT  OF  THE  TTRITED  STATES  CEHSITS. 

"  The  Story,  of  the  Census,  1790  to  1916,"  an  illustrated  publicati<m 
of  38  pages,  lias  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.  A  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Govermnent 
gives  in  concise  form  the  progress  made  from  the  First  Census  to 
the  Thirteenth  Census,  and  the  publication  also  contains  statements 
concerning  the  details  of  the  establishment  of  the  permanent  Census 
Bureau,  mechanical  tabulation,  the  cost  of  the  work,  the  value  of 
such  statistics,  and  the  Constitutional  provision  for  the  census. 

The  United  States  was  the  first  among  the  nations  to  make  Consti- 
tutional or  legal  provision  for  a  regular  periodical  enumeration  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  present  Census  Bureau  is  the  greatest  statis- 
tical office  in  the  world,  representing  the  outgrowth  and  development 
of  a  century  and  a  quarter  of  periodical  and  in  recent  years  con- 
tinuous statistical  inquiojr  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govemmemt. 
The  First  Census,  taken  in  1790,  related  solely  to  population,  but  the 
field  now  embraces  detailed  inquiries  along  17  distinct  lines,  made 
at  decennial,  quinquennial,  biennial,  annual,  quarterly,  and  monthly 
intervals,  in  addition  to  various  special  inquiries  ordered  by  the 
President  or  by  Congress.  Among  the  new  features  introduced  from 
time  to  time  were  the  following: 

Third  Census,  1810.  first  collection  of  Industrial  statistics. 

Fourth  Census,  1820,  first  statistics  of  occupations. 

Fifth  Census,  1830,  first  statistics  of  the  deaf  and  blind. 

Sixth  Census,  1840,  first  statistics  of  Illiteracy,  the  Insane  and  idiotic,  mining; 
and  agriculture. 

Seventh  Census,  1850,  first  mortality  and  social  statistics. 

Ninth  Census,  1870,  introduction  of  machine  tabulation. 

Tenth  Censu.s,  1880,  change  In  method  of  enumeration  by  employing  large 
body  of  enumerators  under  the  direction  of  supervisors  holding  office  only  nntll 
the  work  Is  completed. 

Eleventh  Census,  1890,  introduction  of  electric  tabulation. 

Thirteenth  Census,  1910,  first  to  be  talsen  by  the  permanent  Census  Bureau, 
and  differed  from  Its  predecessors  In  the  manner  In  which  the  information 
obtained  was  complied  and  presented  to  the  public  and  In  the  method  by  which 
temporary  clerks  wei-e  appointed.  Positions  on  the  temporary  clerical  force 
were  fiiletl  through  open  competitive  civil-service  examinations  held  througji- 
out  the  country  by  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission. 

ITEW  BRUNSWICK'S  TEEBITOKIAL  EEVEHUE. 

[Consul  E.  Vcrne  Blcbardson,  Kloocton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Dec.  1.] 

According  to  returns  published  to-day  New  Brunswick's  terri- 
torial revenue  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1916,  amounted  to 
$540,386.  For  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago  the  total  was 
$591,905,  but  that  was  an  extraordinary  sum  and  had  never  before 
been  approached.  The  1916  return  is  considered  remarkably  satis- 
factory in  view  of  the  fact  that  "  stumpage  "  collections  were  $70,000 
less  than  in  the  preceding  12  months,  which  is  explained  as  being 
due  to  a  smaller  lumber  cut  than  usual  in  the  woods  along  the  north 
shore.  (By  "stumpage"  is  meant  the  revenue  accruing  from  felled 
trees  at  a  fixed  sum  per  tree,  as  prescribed  by  statute.) 

The  "  stumjiago  "  shortage  was  offset  in  a  measure  by  an  increase 
of  approximately  $5,000  in  game  licenses,  of  $3,000  in  royalties,  and 
of  $2,500  in  timber  licenses.  There  was  also  a  gain  in  mining  licenses 
issued  of  nearly  $8,000  and  an  increase  of  125  per  cent  in  the  amount 
of  fines  collected  for  violation  of  game  and  fire  laws. 
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WINE  PRODUCTION  IN  GENEVA  CONSTJLAB  DISTRICT. 

[Consul  Lewis  W.  Haskell,  Geneva,  Switzerland,  Nov.  14.] 

The  1916  production  of  white  and  red  wine  will  be  decidedly 
below  the  normal  amount  in  the  Geneva  district.    The  quality  is  • 
also  inferior  to  that  of  recent  years,  owing  to  insufficient  sunshine. 

Wine  is  a  product  of  the  three  cantons  of  Geneva,  Vaud,  and 
Valais,  composing  this  district.  'This  district  produces  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  wine  made  in  Switzerland.  Out  of  a  total  area  of 
53,000  acres  imder  grapes  in  the  whole  of  Switzerland,  this  district 
has  vineyards  aggregating  25,000  acres.  In  1914  (the  latest  year 
shown  in  published  official  returns)  the  wine  production  for  this  dis- 
trict was  6,569,100  gallons  out  of  a  total  for  Switzerland  of  9,723,700 
gallons. 

The  production  for  the  current  year  for  the  Geneva  district  will 
be  about  25  per  cent  below  normal.  The  prices,  however,  are  rela- 
tively very  much  augmented — ^25  to  30  per  cent  aboAe  normal — 
owing  both  to  the  shortage  of  the  crop  and  to  the  difficulty  of  im- 
porting wines.  The  wine  produced  in  this  district  is  for  the  most 
part  for  domestic  consumption. 

In  connection  with  the  general  temperate  consumption  of  light 
"wines  in  this  district,  it  may  be  interesting  to  add  that  this  district 
does  not  consume  its  quota  of  beer,  compared  with  the  whole  of 
Switzerland.  Out  of  a  production  in  1915  of  53,000,000  gallons  of 
beer  for  Switzerland,  the  Geneva  district  consumed  2,500,0W)  gallons. 


NORMAL  POTATO  CROP  EXPECTED  IN  BERMUDA. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Dec.  2.] 

There  are  two  potato  crops  gathered  in  Bermuda  during  the  year, 
one  in  December  and  January  and  the  other  in  April  and  May.  The 
seed  for  the  crop,  the  first  of  which  is  now  being  gathered,  is  of  the 
Sliss  Triumph  variety,  and  was  imported  from  Long  Island.  Some 
of  the  seed  that  was  planted  earliest  was  of  Bermuda  production,  and 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  crop  from  this  seed  is  not  quite  up  to 
normal,  in  either  quantity  or  quality,  the  crop  having  suffered  from 
dry  weather  in  October  and  wet  weather  in  the  early  part  of  Novem- 
ber. About  8,000  barrels  of  Bliss  Triumphs  were  imported  for  seed, 
being  an  increase  of  about  2,000  barrels  over  the  amount  imported  in 
1915,  but  it  is  stated  that  15  to  20  per  cent  of  this  importation  went 
bad  after  arrival  in  Bermuda.  A  liberal  estimate  of  the  production 
of  potatoes  in  Bermuda  is  5  bushels  to  1  bushel  of  seed. 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  has  just  announced  that  a  normal  crop 
of  good  quality  may  be  expected,  providing  weather  conditions  are 
favorable  during  December.  The  acreage  under  crop  is  about  the 
same  as  usual.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the  actual  acreage  on  account 
of  the  irregular  shapes  and  sizes  of  the  fields. 

The  first  shipment  of  potatoes  during  the  season  went  forward  by 
the  steamship  Bermudtan,  which  sailed  November  25.  It  consisted 
of  371  barrels,  valued  at  $1,781. 


A  Spanish  importer  recently  purchased  1,100  pounds  of  American 
tin  foil  from  a  manufacturer  whose  address  he  obtained  from  Consul 
General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  of  Barcelona. 
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A  TEAK'S  BESVLTS  DT  BVHOnVO  AMEBICAH  COMKEBCE. 

The  development  of  American  foreign  trade  during  the  second 
year  of  the  war  is  the  principal  theme  of  the  annual  report  made 
public  to-day  by  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Particular  attention  is  called  to 
the  changes  in  the  character  of  our  foreign  trade  during  the  last 
fiscal  year.  "Contrary  to  the  general  impression,"  says  Dr.  Pratt, 
"  the  United  States  played  a  significant  role  in  international  trade 
previous  to  the  war,  but  it  should  be  observed  that  raw  materials, 
foodstuffs,  and  unfinished  products  formed  together  by  far  the  most 
important  part  of  our  exports,  and  that  manufactured  goods  formed 
a  very  considerable  part  of  our  imports. 

"  The  situation  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  however,  has  shown  a 
genuinely  striking  change.  Our  foreign  trade  (and  especially  oui 
exports)  increased  at  a  tremendous  rate.  During  the  last  fiscal  year 
the  United  States  has  had  a  foreign  trade  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  country  during  any  year.  Another  notable  fact  is  that  there 
has  been  a  marked  shifting  in  the  character  of  our  foreign  irade. 
Most  important  of  all,  perhaps,  is  the  great  increase  in  our  exporta- 
tions  of  manufactured  goods  and  the  decrease  in  our  imports  of 
such  goods." 

Five  tables  of  statistics  are  presented  to  show  exactly  the  nature  of 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place,  and  for  this  purpose  are  probably 
the  most  comprehensive  figures  that  have  so  far  appeared  in  print 

Importance  of  Foreign  Trade  ninstrated. 

"Large  as  have  been  the  increases  in  our  foreign  trade,  and  par- 
ticularly in  our  exports,"  says  Dr.  Pratt,  "the  significance  of  these 
increases  is  not  always  appreciated  by  the  general  public.  What 
an  increased  foreign  trade  means  to  the  manufacturer,  to  the  fanner, 
to  the  railroad,  to  the  merchant,  and  to  shipping  is  often  under- 
estimated or  entirely  unappreciated."  The  miportance  of  foreign 
trade  is  illustrated  by  the  effect  of  changed  trade  conditions  during 
the  early  montlis  of  the  war  in  the  wheat-growing  and  cotton- 
growing  States.  The  increased  demand  in  Europe  for  American 
wheat  ushered  in  a  remarkable  period  of  prosperity  in  such  States 
as  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  while  the  decreased  demand  for 
cotton  had  just'  the  opposite  effect  in  the  Southern  States  where 
cotton  is  the  staple  crop.  These  two  experiences,  so  different  in 
character,  have  opened  the  eyes  of  those  who  did  not  appreciate  the 
value  of  foreign  markets.    The  report  continues : 

To  the  manufacturer,  however,  foreign  trade  means  something  more  tlian 
an  increased  demand  for  ids  products.  Very  few  factories  are  producing  at 
anything  like  full  capacity.  The  average  factory  Is  probably  producing  at 
not  more  than  75  per  cent  of  its  capacity.  If  the  manufacturer  could  find 
a  steady  and  reliable  outlet  for  the  additional  25  per  cent,  he  would  be  able 
not  only  to  increase  his  profits  greatly  but  to  reduce  considerably  his  overhead 

Emphasis  should  also  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  foreign  trade  considerably 
Increases  the  general  stability  of  business  conditions  In  a  country.  A  wldel)' 
distributed  foreign  trade  means  greater  average  stability.  In  most  countries 
of  the  world  prosperity  or  depression  (In  fact,  business  conditions  In  general) 
depend  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  agriculture  and  the  state  of  the  market 
for  agricultural  products.  We  have  recently  observed  how  one  part  of  tie 
United  States  suffered  a  severe  depression  and  another  section  enjoyed  great 
prosperity  because  of  changed  market  conditions.  The  same  Is  true  of  prac- 
tically every  line  of  manufacturing.  To  take  a  simple  example :  Suppose  tbat 
a  monufacturer  of  agricultural  machinery  marketed  bis  goods  only  In  Q)< 
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United  States.;  [t  there  ^tiere  »  edngle  b»A  yenr,  when  croi«  were  not  good  and 
market  conditions  were  not  favorable,  he  would  probably  find  his  outlet  for 
agricultural  machinery  considerably  curtailed.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
manufacturer  sold  his  machinery  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in  Canada, 
In  South  America,  in  South  Africa,  in  Australia,  in  India,  and  in  Russia,  it 
is  quite  unlikely  that  there  would  be  bad  harvests,  bnd  crops,  or  bad  market 
conditions  in  every  country  of  the  world,  and  perhaps  while  the  United  States 
was  experiencing  a  depression,  Argentina  or  Russia  would  be  enjoying  pros- 
perity, and  the  machfhery  that  could  not  be  sold  in  the  United  States  would 
be  marketed  In  other  countries.  The  greater  the  number  of  markets  tliat  the 
manufacturer  Is  supplying  the  steadier  is  the  demand  for  his  products  likely 
to  be. 

American  Preparations  for  Peace  Conditions. 

The  report  urges  strongly  the  necessity  of  building  up  at  this  time 
as  much  trade  as  possible  outside  of  the  war  zone.  The  business  of 
supplying  munitions  is  a  temporary  one,  whereas  business  outside  of 
the  war  zone  can  be  made  permanent  to  a  large  extent  if  proper 
precautions  are  taken.  The  importance  of  munitions  and  secondary 
war  supplies  in  our  recent  export  trade  is  discussed  at  length  in  the 
report,  and  interesting  tables  are  presented  to  prove  the  point  that 
the  volume  of  this  temporary  business  has  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
The  ability  of  the  belligerent  countries  to  return  to  normal  pursuits 
and  take  up  their  trade  where  they  left  off  is  also  considered,  as  well 
as  our  own  ability  to  meet  whatever  competition  may  come  into 
being  after  peace  is  made.  The  preparations  for  peace  already  made 
in  this  country  and  the  preparations  that  remain  to  be  made  are  out- 
lined, special  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  importance  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Act  and  of  the  newly  authorized  Tariff  Commission. 

Regarding  the  work  of  his  own  Bureau,  Dr.  Pratt  says : 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  as  its  primary  function 
the  promotion  of  foreign  trade.  I  desire  very  much  indeed  to  see  more  atten- 
tion given  to  domestic  commerce,  and  I  propose  to  urge  Congress  this  year  to 
make  such  appropriations  as  ^vill  enable  this  Bureau  to  do  effective  work  in 
developing  our  domestic  trade  and  rendering  it  more  efficient  and  economical. 

During  the  past  year  It  has  been  the  constant  aim  and  ambition  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  to  make  its  service  more  practical.  We 
have  tried  to  get  away  from  the  doctrinaire  and  the  theoretical  and  have 
endeavored  to  make  each  project  and  each  act  definite,  concrete,  and  of  prac- 
tical assistance  to  tlie  business  community. 


TOXTBIST  TKAFFIC  PEOSPECTS  IN  BEHMTTDA. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  Ilainilton,  Dec.  2.1 

In  anticipation  of  the  tourist  season  the  two  largest  hotels  in 
Bermuda  will  open,  The  Princess  on  December  11,  1916,  and  The 
Hamilton  on  January  1,  1917.  The  former  accommodates  about  400 
guests  and  the  latter  about  600.  The  colony  through  its  trade- 
development  board  has  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Quebec 
Steamship  Co.,  under  which  the  colony  agrees  to  pay  $50,000  in 
consideration  of  a  weekly  service  by  the  steamship  Bermudian,  and  a 
nine-day  service  by  a  vessel  which  has  recently  been  secured  for  the 
Bermuda-New  York  service.  Each  of  the  vessels  will  accommodate 
about  300  passengers.  The  contract  period  is  January  to  April, 
inclusive,  but  shipping  accommodation  is  to  be  provided  to  carry 
away  crops  in  May,  if  necessary. 

The  number  of  first-class  passengers  arriving  in  Bemuda  in  1915 
was  10,511,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  number  will  be  exceeded  in 
1917. 
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COMMEBCE  THSOnOH  THE  SATTLT  STE.  MASIE  CAHAIS. 

NOVEMBER. 


Articles. 


United  States  cauaL 


1915 


ms 


Canndton  ainal. 


1915 


w 


no 


TotaL 


1915 


1916 


EASTBOl'ND. 

short  tons. 

Grain buslids. 

Flour borrels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Lumber M  foet. 

Wheat bushels. 

General  merchandise . .  .short  tons. 
FassGDgeis number. 

westboi;no. 
Coal: 

Hard. short  tons. 

Soft do... 

Flour - barrels. 

Grain bashels. 

Manufactured  Iron short  tons. 

Salt barrels. 

General  merchandise  ...short  tons. 
Fassuigers number. 

TOTAL. 
Freight: 

Eastboond short  tons. 

Westbound do... 


12,331, 768 

947,230 

S,  ro4, 125 

30,838 

67,131,810 

32,864 

21 


214.208 
1,307,758 


16,416 
62,914 
93,154 

7 


21,281 

8,320,376 

1,162,791 

5,21'!,  677 

34,938 

19,138,892 

37,546 

27 


181,170 

967,044 

60 

2.5S0 

21,830 

12,710 

104,568 

6 


964 

1,006,592 

444,610 

<90,842 

4,905 

17,267,077 

8,052 

119 


19,500 
36,490 


1,920,445 

430,580 

676,168 

52 

1,381,400 

1,152 

337 


6,900 
•4,016 


33,983 
20,338,360 
1,391,880 
4,494,967 
35,443 
74,388,687 
40,916 
140 


233,n8 
1,343,248 


2,782 
5,096 
60,892 

57 


4,722 

8,400 

44,846 

56 


19,197 

68,010 

144,046 

64 


2I.3R1 

15, 3*0,  SOI 

1,5B,371 

5,8M,8«S 

36,990 

28,520,29* 

38,696 

3M 


igs.o;« 

1,021,080 

CO 

2,530 

21,110 

i«.4a 

a 


6,806,680 
1,640,972 


6,225,714     1,622,487 
1,266,668        109,392 


Total. 


7,536,562 


7,492,282 


Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net . 


1,880 
5,721,516 


1,920 
6,934,765 


1,631,879 


676 
1,3M,470 


1,137,370 
121,683 


7,418,067 
1,790,394 


1,259,063     9,168,431 


7,303,064 
1,388,39 


8,:3i,»5 


627  2,456  2,547 

990,145     7,065,986      6,9M,910 


EIGHT  MONTHS  ENDING  NOVEMBER. 


EASTBOUND. 

Copper short  tons. 

Giau bushels. 

Flour barrels. 

Ircnore short  tons. 

Fig  iron do... 

Lumber M  feet. 

Wheat bushels. 

General  merchandise. .  .short  tons. 
I'asscngcrs number. 

-WESTBOVND. 

Coal: 

Hard short  tons. 

Soft do.... 

Flour borrels. 

Oratai bushels. 

Manufactured  iron short  tons. 

Iron  ore do 

Salt barrels. 

General  merchandise . .  .short  tons. 
Passengers number . 

TOTAL. 
Freight: 

EostlMund short  tons. 

Westbound do. . 


132.812 
33,356,599 
5,469,699 
3,704,125 
8,870 
407,925 
150,931,702 
191,425 
12,834 


1,884,497 

10,689,046 

100 

31,250 

157,042 

1,500 

639,690 

948,798 

12,641 


118,914 
41,841,611 
6,668,469 
5,218,677 
35,032 
327,428 
121398.021 
265,579 
12,062 


1,989,191 
12,617,528 
421 


47.939,657 
13,777.318 


Total 61,716,905 


Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net. 


16,440 

46,730,763 


140,115 

14,479 

650,010 

949,243 

11,241 


18,822 

22,176,964 

2,596,228 

790,842 

0,770 

43,870 

65,383,067 

117,328 

13,053 


68,133 
403,648 


66,999,001 
15,808,257 


72,807,258 


18,181 
56,566,125 


373 
20,670 


31,906 

288,381 

11,854 


6,617,684 
776,296 


7,392,980 


4,151 
8,197,491 


3,882 

41,678,648 

3,237,061 

676.168 


12,136 
82,307,988 
64,112 
16,947 


87,710 

891,427 

12,060 


20,163 
14,448 

64,187 

332,430 

15,629 


14,963.371 
1,355,215 


16,318,686 


6,464 
12,455,980 


151.634 
66,633,563 
8,065,927 
4,494,967 
15,640 
451,795 
206^14,769 
306,753 
25,887 


1,942,630 

11,092,504 

100 

31.633 

177,712 

1,500 

671.596 

1,237,179 

24,395 


122, 716 

83,42a,Bt 

g,796,5M 

5,894,846 

35,032 

, 339, 50 

203,Tin,aai 

319,891 
28,009 


2,078.901 

13,506, 9&3 

13,  SSI 


64,587,241 
14,562,644 


89,109,885 


20,694 
54,928,344 


160,278 

28,937 

704,227 

1,281,R3 


71.9S2.K3 
17,168.472 


89,125,844 


34,646 
68,013,114 
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THE  OBEEK  dTKRAITT  KASXET. 

[Consul  A.  B  Cooke,  Patras,  Nov.  4.] 

Since  the  report  made  by  the  Patras  consulate  on  the  Greek  cur- 
rant crop  of  1916-17,  under  date  of  September  14  [see  Cohmebce 
Keforts  for  Oct.  17,  1916],  quotations  of  fruit  on  the  local  market 
have  continued  to  advance  steadily  until  now  they  have  reached  a 
mark  never  approached  since  the  disastrous  year  of  1900.  The  fol- 
lowing tabulation  will  show  the  prices  of  the  various  grades  known 
to  the  American  trade  as  they  were  quoted  locally  on  September  14 
and  on  November  4,  1916.  The  prices  are  per  hundredweight  of  112 
pounds  and  represent  the  net  cost  of  the  fruit  to  foreign  buyers, 
freight,  insurance,  packing  charges,  and  the  like  not  being  included 
in  the  figures  given : 


Orodc 

Soptem- 

Novem- 
ber. 

Grade. 

Septem- 

Novem- 
ber. 

Pro^in^hb ,,..,. . 

19.73 
e.9S 
9.9S 
10.22 
10.34 
10.46 
10.46 
10.58 
10.71 

tl2.9S 
13.18 
13.26 

13.50 
13.58 
13.89 
13.91 
14.15 
14.36 

OuU 

$10.48 
10.58 
10.71 
10.83 
11.31 
11.50 
11.50 
11.98 
12.41 

U4.07 

14.15 

ATii<ill»,fln«     ,,,,, 

Oulf,  choice 

14.40 

Gulf, choicest 

i4.se 

Amalias,  choicest 

Vostiwa 

Id.  39 

Patras 

15.46 

Patra*,  fine 

Vostlsia' choice.        .,.,.  ... 

15.51 

15.82 

Patras,  choioest 

Vosti£X3,  shade 

16.30 

The  November  figures  given  above  represent  an  average  advance 
of  33  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  prices  for  September  14. 

Purchases  by  the  American  Market.   . 

It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  American  merchants  would  buy 
as  heavily  as  in  former  years  in  the  face  of  such  prices.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  exports  of  currants  from  the  Patras  district  to  the  American 
market  for  the  period  from  August  23  to  October  31,  1916,  as  shown 
by  invoices  certified  in  this  office,  were  only  2,187  long  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  5,078  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915.  To  the 
first  figure  may  be  added  800  to  1,000  tons  of  fruit  already  sold  to 
American  buyers  and  awaiting  shipment  on  the  steamer  Frixos, 
expected  at  tms  port  for  New  York  in  three  da3's. 

Reputable  currant  merchants  state  that  of  the  50,000  tons  of  fruit 
now  available  perhaps  20,000  tons  are  of  inferior  quality.  It  appears 
that  many  growers,  attracted  by  the  high  prices  offered  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  season,  gathered  their  fruit  from  the  drying  grounds  before 
it  was  thoroughly  dried  in  order  to  get  it  to  market  quickly.  Per- 
haps, too,  the  ravages  of  peronospora  had  harmful  effect  on  the  fruit. 
At  any  rate,  buyers  report  a  large  quantity  of  fruit  with  high  per- 
centage of  moisture,  and  already  tending  to  ferment. 

American  buyers  might  do  well,  when  placing  orders  in  future, 
to  take  such  steps  as  will  insure  them  the  delivery  of  the  actual  grade 
of  fruit  specified  in  the  order.  It  would  appear,  from  complaints 
reaching  this  consulate  in  past  seasons,  that  Duyers  have  not  always 
been  satisfied  with  the  fruit  they  received. 
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CHILEAN  unniro  school  to  have  excellent  field. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Toetter,  Antofagasta,  Oct.  31.] 

The  project  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  mining  at  Anto- 
fagasta, which  already  has  passed  one  house  of  the  Chilean  Con- 
g^ress,  has  revived  interest  in  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Province 
of  Antofajrasta.  Information  regarding  the  locations  of  various 
deposits  in  tliis  Province  was  given  in  an  article  in  the  Mercurio  of 
Antofagasta,  published  October  29,  1916. 

Native  alum  is  common  in  the  pampas,  where  there  are  deposits 
of  salts  which  have  hydrated  sulphates  of  soda,  lime,  alumina,  and 
magnesia,  accompanied  also  by  common  salt. 

Some  veins  of  sulphide  of  antimony  are  found  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Calama.    They  have  not  so  far  been  explored. 
Eieh  Sulphur  and  Borax  Deposits. 

Abundant  and  rich  deposits  of  sulphur  are  foimd  in  the  numerous 
volcanoes  which  exist  in  the  cordillera  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
Province.  Some  of  these  deposits  are  now  worked.  Occasionally  de- 
posits of  sulphur  are  found  in  the  nitrate  region  and  among  those  of 
gypsum,  as  near  Boquete. 

The  very  rich  deposits  of  borax  at  Ascotan  and  Carcote  are  well 
known,  and  smaller  quantities  exist  at  Pampa  Joy»  and  Carvajal. 
Many  of  the  deposits  are  controlled  and  operated  by  an  Engli^ 
company  alBliated  in  ownership  with  the  same  interest  that  operate 
borax  properties  in  the  United  States. 

Carbonate  of  lime  is  found  in  many  pai"ts  of  the  Province  in  vaK- 
ous  forms.    There  is  marble  near  Calama. 

Carbonate  of  soda  is  found  in  the  form  of  caps,  layere,  floury 
masses,  and  efflorescences  on  the  surface  of  the  pampas,  principally 
in  the  higher  salt  deposits. 

Chloride  of  sodium  is  very  abimdant  in  many  places,  common  salt 
almost  chemically  pure  being  found  in  some  of  the  deposits. 

Cobalt  exists  in  veins  near  Caracoles.    It  is  generally  of  low  grade 
though  further  development  may  find  ore  rich  enough  to  ship. 
Numerous  Sources  of  Copper  in  FroTlnce. 

One  of  the  largest  known  deposits  of  low-grade  copper  is  in  this 
Province,  at  Chuquicamata,  now  being  worked  by  the  Chile  Explora- 
tion Co.  Other  notable  deposits,  some  of  high-grade  ore,  are  at  Cas- 
Smna,  Cerro  Gordo,  Conchij  Chacaya,  Chug-Chug,  Desesperado, 
51  Cobre,  Huacazul,  Huantajayita,  La^rto,  Lomas  Bayas,  Mantos 
Blancos,  Moctezuma,  Naguayan,  Nuevo  Tamayo,  Ojo  de  Gallo,  Paco- 
Paco,  San  Bartolo,  San  Jose  del  Abra,  Sierra  Gorda,  Sierra  V^alen- 
zuela.  Sierra  Miranda,  Sierra  Rencoretj  San  Lorenzo,  ViscachiUa,  and 
Tuina.  Besides  the  smelter  at  Chuqmcamata,  others  opKerate  at  Ca- 
lama and  Gatico,  while  one  is  expected  to  start  operations  soon  at 
Antofagasta  on  a  small  scale. 

Iron  IS  found  in  various  combinations  and  in  veins  of  varying  char- 
acter.  It  is  not  exploited  at  present  in  this  Province. 

Manganese  ore  is  found  in  large  veins  in  the  pampas,  of  high  per- 
centage and  free  from  phosphorus. 

In  the  form  of  cinnabar  or  sulphide,  mercury  has  been  found  a  little 
south  of  the  nitrate  deposits  of  Aguas  Blancas.  It  is  exploited  on  i^ 
small  scale  also  not  far  from  TaltaL 
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In  the  form  of  balls  in  a  clayey  covering,  and  composed  of  an  arsenate 
and  a  silicate,  nickel  exists  in  Qonsiderable  quantities  near  San  Pedro 
de  Atacama.  Until  recently  this  place  has  been  difficult  of  access,  but 
an  advertisement  which  is  now  appearing  calls  for  bids  for  improving 
the  road  between  San  Pedro  de  Atacama  and  Sierra  Gorda,  the  latter 
a  station  on  the  Antofagasta  &  Bolivia  Railroad,  so  that  a  passenger 
and  freight  service  by  automobile  may  be  installed  to  San  Pedro. 

Harketing  of  Nitrate  of  Soda  Important. 

The  marketing  of  nitrate  of  soda  continues  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
interests  of  this  Province,  and  the  uhworked  deposits  are  still  of  large 
extent. 

Gold  lias  been  mined  on  a  scale  of  considerable  magnitude  in  the 
past  and  has  been  found  in  many  places,  notably  in  San  Cristobal  and 
Giianaco.    The  veins  are  still  worked  on  a  small  scale. 

The  same  indications  that  have  led  to  petroleum  production  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  arc  found  in  this  Province,  such  as  the 
existence  of  bituminous  shales,  iridescent  films  on  water,  odors,  and 
inflammable  ^ses,  etc.  These  occur  in  several  places  near  tlie  eastern 
border  of  the  Province.  No  drilling  or  serious  development  has  taken 
place. 

In  addition  to  the  famous  silver  mines  near  Caracoles,  which  have 
given  in  20  years  of  working  a  product  valued  at  400,000,000  pesos 
(the  value  of  the  Chilean  peso  in  this  period  has  fluctuated  between 
$0.15  and  $0.25  United  States  currency),  other  deposits  of  smaller 
value  are  known  to  have  been  worked  in  the  past. 

Lead  occurs  in  veins  above  50  per  cent  pure  accompanying  the  silver 
ores  in  several  places  in  the  Province. 

Fotaisium  One  of  Products  at  Nitrate  Plants. 

In  the  forms  of  chloride  of  potassium  and  the  sulphate  potassium 
is  found  in  several  places  among  the  material  from  which  nitrate  of 
soda  is  extracted.  At  a  few  of  the  nitrate  plants  efforts  are  made  to 
retain  the  potassium  salts ;  at  others  their  presence  has  been  neglected 
or  ignored. 

Blue  vitrol,  or  sulphate  of  copper,  is  found  in  appreciable  quanti- 
ties at  some  of  the  copper  mines,  as  at  Cliuquicamata,  Sierra  Gorda, 
and  Quetena. 

Sulphate  of  iron  is  found  in  layers  and  overflows  at  Gaucate, 
Cerritos  Bayos,  and  Quetena. 

Sulphate  of  lime,  or  gypsum,  covers  the  desert  plains  over  large 
areas.    It  is  in  caps  or  benches  that  would  permit  easy  working. 

Sulphate  of  soda  is  found  in  abundance  and  in  a  very  pure  state  in 
many  places  in  the  nitrate  pampas  and  in  the  salt  deposits  of  the 
high  altitudes.  It  is  also  extracted  sometimes  from  waste  waters  at 
nitrate  plants.  Shipments  are  occasionally  made  from  Antofufrits-ta 
to  Valparaiso. 

Tripoli  exists  in  the  Province  in  several  places.  Iodine  is  ex- 
tracted from  waste  liquors  in  the  manufacture  of  nitrate  of  soda. 
Large  quantities  are  snipped,  but  the  sale  of  the  Chilean  product  is 
controlled  by  a  combination  of  all  the  producers. 

Sulphide  of  zinc  is  found  in  some  of  the  mines  of  the  Sierra  Gorda, 
associated  with  lead-silver  ores. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBNlIEin:  STTFPUES  AND  COHSTBTJCTIOH. 

[Correspsndenoe  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  gpcdflcatlons  can  Qsaallf 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arj  to  be  dellrered  or  the  work  U  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  penult  flrms  to  submit  tenders,  Uiej 
Rhould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receire  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  Bimllar  nature.] 

Kail)  Department  siippUc*,  No.  3876. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  WashlDgton,  D.  C, 
to  which  hiireau  firms  desiring  to  .<iubmlt  proposals  should  apply,  giving  the 
schedule  nuinl>ers  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  485,  deatal 
chairs ;  sche<lule  486,  nitric  add,  ethyl  alcohol,  torpedo  bronze,  sheet  copper, 
and  mercury ;  schedule  487,  primer  cases  and  pressed  steel  cases  and 
fittings ;  schetlule  488,  beech,  birch,  and  maple,  and  yellow  locust ;  schedule 

489,  bolts  and  nuts,  combination  loclcs,  staples,  and  turpentine;  schedule 

490,  indicator  systems,  etc.;  schetlule  491,  composition  gate  valves,  and 
safety  and  relief  valves;  scliedule  492,  24-inch  bench  drill,  double  emery 
grinder,  and  screw-cutting  engine  lathe;  schedule  493,  upright  press  drill, 
double  emery  grinder,  screw-cutting  engine  Inthe,  and  column  shaper; 
schedule  494,  die  sinking  machine;  sclie<lule  495,  rubber  boots  and  green 
coffee ;  schetUde  496,  metal  lockers ;  scliedule  497,  magnesia  blocks,  asbestos 
plaster  cement,  magnesia  )>Iaster  cement,  magnesia  pipe  covering,  asbestos 
fiber  felting,  asbestos  millboard,  asbestos  wick  or  rope  packing,  asbestos 
paper,  and  asbestos  plaster;  schedule  498,  plumbing  supplies;  schedule  499, 
alloy  steel  forgings,  glol)e  valves,  and  platinum  iridium  wire ;  schedule  500. 
steel  dental  cabinets ;  schedule  501,  electric  overhead  crane ;  schedule  502, 
engine  room  clocks,  etc.,  and  iiobblng  machine;  and  schedule  503,  altering 
and  repairing  buildings. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  3877. — Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer,  The  Panama  Canal,  Washington. 
D.  C,  until  Deceml)er  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock,  at  Colon  (Atlantic  jwrt)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  centrifugal  pumps  and 
equipment,  watclimaker's  l)ench,  steel  shelving,  steel  pinions,  pipe  fittings, 
screws,  rivets,  bolts,  toe  calks,  wagon  springs,  wagon  wheels  and  parts. 
paintbrushes,  file  brushes,  scrub  bruslies,  hose,  packing,  gaskets,  mbber 
valves,  rubber  matting,  rubber  tires,  canvas,  cheesecloth,  bunting,  bnrlap. 
sheeting,  leather  belting,  belt  lacing,  marline,  sash  cord,  emery  cloth,  sand- 
paper, chamois  skins,  harness,  rubber  boots,  putty  knives,  window  glas, 
boiler  lagging,  pipe  covering,  potassium,  cblorate,  lye,  beeswax,  chalt 
crayons,  tbread,  rubber  bands,  pens,  pencils,  pencil  protectors,  transit 
books,  scratch  pads,  and  paper.    (Circular  1104.) 

Stationery  supplies,  etc.,  No.  3878. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Field  Me<llcal  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C  until 
December  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  Field  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  21  M  Street  NE.,  Washington,  D.  C,  penholders.  Ink  wells, 
rubber  bands,  and  cylindrical  tin  cans.  Specifications  may  be  bad  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Field  Medical  Supply  Depot,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  3879.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer,  The  Panama  Canal,  Wasliington, 
D.  C,  until  December  20,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  «n 
charges,  on  dock  at  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  rwrt),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  reinforcing  bars,  steel,  lo- 
comotive tires,  wrought-iron  or  steel  pipe,  steel  cable,  galvanized  wire, 
chain,  hardware  for  mlllwork,  bronze  grills,  .bronze,  brass  tubing,  ferrules, 
compression  cups,  valves,  nails,  cable  thimbles,  cable  clips,  saw  sets,  dies, 
drills,  drill  sockets,  shackles,  files,  coke  forks,  shovels,  automobile  bells, 
.sewer  bends,  aluminum  cooking  utensils,  ground  glass,  soapstone  table 
tops,  leather,  manlla  rope,  binder  posts,  blotting  paper,  pencils,  and  dy- 
namite.    (Circular  1105.) 

Propelling  engine.  No.  3880.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  U**'- 
house  Inspector,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  until  January  10,  1917,  for  famisbiog  « 
propelling  engine,  the  thrust  and  spring  bearings  and  shafts,  etc,  for  lUJi* 
vessel  No.  09.  Further  information  may  be  had  ou  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 
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A'otf*  and  rope,  No.  3881. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Field  Med- 
ical Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Waslilngton,  D.  C,  until  December 
27,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  Field  Medical  Supply  De- 
IK)t,  21  M  Street  NE.,  Washington,  D.  C,  manila  rope  and  wire  nails. 
Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 


AlIESICAN  CONSULAB  OITICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  or^nizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nome. 


Albert^albot  J 

Brott,  Homer , 

Badciin,  Oeorgo  A 

Cbamberlln,  George  E . . . 

Cclehnun,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene 

Gsmon,  John  A 

Hanson,  GoorEoC 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Listoo,  Soren 

Sauer.Emn 

Smith,  Felix  Willoughby. 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  O.  Busieil 

Watson,  John  J.C 

WiUrich,  Gebhard 

WeddeU,  Alexander  W. . . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . 
La  Guaira,  Venetuela 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. , 


Santos,  Brazil 

St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Germany. . . 
Corinto,  Nicaragua. . . 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 

Cologne,  Germany 

Tiflls,  Russia 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario.. 


St.  Pierre,  Miquelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec.  25 
Fob.  10 
Jan.  13 
Dec.  2J 


Jan. 
Jon. 


Jan.    2 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  IS 
..do 


Feb.  1 

Dec.  15 

Jan.  IS 

Dec.  30 

Dec.  23 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Cbamberlln,  Woodstock  Vol- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  Stata,  Washington.  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 

C/o  Dbtrlct  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  111. 

129  Main  Street,  Uridgooort,  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Mendota,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Messmore  Kendell,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, Now  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

HOI  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 
D.C. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washtogton,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


SPANISH  FIBII  BUYS  AUEHICAN  ALTJUINTJM  WABE. 

Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst  reports  that  during  the  Septem- 
ber quarter  he  was  able  to  put  an  American  manufacturer  of  alumi- 
num goods  who  had  advised  the  Barcelona  consulate  general  of  his 
desire  to  extend  the  sale  of  his  wares  in  Spain  and  a  Spanish  importer 
who  was  seeking  a  source  of  supply  of  aluminum  articles  in  touch 
with  each  other,  with  the  gratifying  result  that  an  agency  arrange- 
ment was  entered  into  and  more  than  $300,000  worth  of  goods 
ordered. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJEEATJ  OF  FOREIOT  \ND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DISTRICT  OFHCES. 

KEV  TOBK:  Boom  400,  Coslomhoaie. 

B08T0>'i  1801  Cnstomhonte. 

CBIUOO:  501  Federal  Bnlldlng. 

ST.  LOUIS:  40S  Third  National  Bank  Building. 

ATLAKTA:  6S1  Post  Office  Bnlldlng. 

KEW  0BLKAN8:  lOSO  Hlbemla  Bank  Bnlldlag. 

SAN  rSANCISCO:  SOT  CutOBkoite. 

SEATTLE:  848  Heurjr  Balldlng. 


COOPEKATIVE  OFFICES. 

CLEVELAND:  Cfcamber  of  Commerre. 
CINCIXNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCTVNATI:  C,  N.  0.  k  T.  P.  Rjr.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELrillA :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOflA:  Soith  American  Agent,  Soalh- 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEO, :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTOS:  Greater  Dayton  Assocladon. 
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Reserved  addre.<scs  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  district  offices.    Bequest  Iw  eactutnar- 

'  tunlty  should  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  state  opportunity  number.    The  Boreau  does  notliiiBUi 

credit  ratings  or  assume  respon^iibility  as  to  the  standing  of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  pree^tiODS 

should  be  taken  In  ail  eases.    Symbols:  *  Reported  by  American  consular  officers;  f  Reported  by  tm^ 

merciol  sttacbiis  and  commercial  agents;  X  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Aniline  colors 23237  I  M8Chln5ry,  for  brewery 2m 

Bills,  advertising 23234    Marble  slabs 2m 

Boxes, folding 2323-1    ''  

Cbemieals 23237 

Chrome  cards  for  packing 23234 

Clothing,  men's 23232 

Drugs 28237 

Electric  installations 23237 

Furniture 23232 

Haberdashery 23232 

Hardmre 23289 

Labels,  printed 23234 

UacbiDcry,  oofleo  roasting 23233 


Novelties. 

Oils 23a: 

Paper 23234 

Patent  medicines 2308 

Perfumery „ 23238 

Pipes,  spiral  water 2>at 

Railway  materials aJ> 

Rubber  goods gat 

Toilet  preparations 2338 

Tools ttBt 

Turbine  water  wheeb WK 


23231.* — A  mau  In  Portugnl  desires  to  purchase  irtnchlnery  for  a  brewery  and 
malt  house.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  American  port,  indicating.  If 
possible,  the  freight  charges.  Payment  will  be  made  against  documents  in 
New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

23232.t — ^A  firm  In  Chile  desires  catalogues  of  men's  clotlilng  and  haberdasher; 
and  furniture.  Full  information  as  to  prices,  terms  of  payment,  etc.,  slioald 
be  sent  at  ouce. 

23233.* — ^Tlie  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store  and  bar  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase 
a  coffee-roasting  apparatus.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination. 
Cash  will  be  paid  agaln^  documents.    Correspondence  in  Spanish. 

23234.* — A  firm  In  Switzerland  Is  In  the  niiirket  for  parchment  and  oUier  pap«f, 
folding  boxes,  priiitetl  labels,  and  chrome  cai-ds  for  packing  cbocolntes. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  Eun)in>an  iwrt.  Cash  will  be  paid  agaUist 
documents.    Correspondence  in  Eiif^lish.    Iteferences. 

23235.* — ^A  man  in  Portugal  desires  to  ivprp.s<>irt  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  railway  materials.  I'ricos  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  Yor*, 
indicating  freight  rate.  Payment  will  Im>  luude  agtiiiist  documents  In  Nev? 
York.    Correspondence  may  be  in  Eii.qlish.    Reference. 

23236.* — ^Two  firms  in  A'enezuela  have  made  inquiries  regarding  turbine  water 
wheels,  spiral  water  pape,  and  -small  electric  installations.  Oorrespondeace 
In  Spanisli. 

23237.* — A  man  In  Spain  Is  in  the  market  for  aniline  colors,  oil,  etc.,  and  drags 
and  chemicals.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  destination.  Payment 
will  be  made  after  examination  of  goods.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English.    Reference. 

28238.t — ^A  firm  In  England  would  like  to  Iks  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufactui-ers  and  ex|)orters  of  toilet  preparations,  rubber  goods,  per- 
fumery, patent  medicines,  and  novelties. 

23239.* — ^A  wholesale  merchant  In  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  or  obtain 
an  agency  for  the  sale  of  tools  and  hardware  of  all  kinds.  Prices  should 
be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  lOnropean  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents. 
Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

23240.* — ^A  firm  In  l»ern  wishes  to  purcha.se  50  pieces  each  of  unpoilslied  white 

and  dark-gray  marble.    The  sial»s  should  be  not  less  than  1  meter  square 

and  2  centimeters  thick.     Samples  of  different  mai'bles  are  also  desired. 

Correspomlencc  may  be  in  English.     Additional  information  may  be  had 

■    on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

WESTEEN  FiaM  PLEASED  WITH  BUEEAU  SEEVICE. 

In  voicing  its  appreciation  of  the  "  Trade  Opportunity  "  service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  a  Seattle  firm 
reports  the  sale  of  5,000  pounds  of  potato  flour,  with  further  orders 
promised  if  the  first  shipment  proves  satisfactory.  Tlie  same  firm, 
through  information  supplied  by  the  American  consulate  general  in 
Copenhagen,  sold  1,890  boxes  of  apples  to  dealers  in  the  Danish 
capital. 
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CAPITAL  OF  HEW  NOBWEOIAN  COMFAITIES. 

[Consul  General  B.  Haldeman  Dennlson,  Cbristianla,  Nov.  14.] 

The  extent  to  which  Norwegian  industry  has  expanded  under  the 
stimulus  of  the  war  is  demonstrated  in  a  compilation,  published  as  an 
official  bulleting  relating  to  the  capitalization  of  the  new  companies 
formed  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  current  year.  The  total 
amount  of  capital  of  these  new  companies  is  given  as  $188,451,000, 
divided  into  six  groups  as  follows:  Shipping  companies,  $148,736,000; 
banks,  $17,528,000;  mdustrial  companies,  $12,408,000 ;  mining  com- 
panies, $2,189,000 ;  insurance  companies,  $4,325,000 ;  other  commercial 
enterprises,  $3^15,000.    In  addition,  $6,164,000  have  been  invested  in 

f>nblic  loans.    For  a  country  of  the  size  of  Norway,  these  figures  are 
arge. 

INCBEASED  IHFORTS  INTO  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  Nov,  3.] 

The  imports  into  New  Zealand  for  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 
1916,  amounted  to  $36,589,681,  against  $32,270,827  for  the  same  quar- 
ter of  1915,  of  which  the  United  Stateis  supplied  $5,429,632,  against 
$3,935,110,  respectively.  The  imports  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1916  amounted  to  $94,840,781,  against  $78,546,320  for  the  same  period 
of  1915,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  $14,687,661  and  $9,639,- 
265,  respectively.  The  total  imports  into  New  Zealand  from  the 
United  States  for  1915  amounted  to  only  $13,930,536,  against 
$14,687,661  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1916. 


SULPHATE  OF  COPPEE  SUPPLIES  IN  PIEDMONT. 

[Consnl  Joseph  Kmerson  Haven,  Turin,  Italy,  Oct.  21.] 

It  would  appear  that  the  agitation  among  agriculturists  during  the 
early  part  of  1916  and  the  subsequent  Government  action  for  the 
provision  of  the  necessary  supplies  of  sulphate  of  copper,  led  to 
the  desired  results,  as  there  are  indications  that  considerable  stock 
is  still  remaining  on  the  market  and  is  being  offered  for  sale  for  the 
coining  season  at  fair  prices. 
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CITBON  CXOP  IH  WESTEBU  OSEECK 

[Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patrms,  Nor.  1.] 

The  citron  harvest  for  the  Patras  district  has  begun,  and  the  first 
gathering  has  already  appeared  upon  the  central  markets.  Dralers 
report  a  crop  of  only  about  400  tons  in  sight,  as  compared  with  a 
normal  crop  of  nearly  1,000  tons.  The  shortage  is  attributed  to  lade 
of  rains  in  the  spring  when  the  fruit  was  forming  and  also  to  tiie 
exceedingly  hot,  dry  spell  of  June.  The  quality  of  the  fruit  is 
reported  to  be  good.  » 

Prices  current  on  the  local  market  are  20  shillings  ($4.87)  per  hun- 
dredweight (112  pounds)  c.  i.  f.  New  York,  as  compared  with  17 
shillings  ($4.14)  for  last  year.    The  cost  of  fruit  has  not  varied 

freatly  from  that  of  last  year,  the  difference  in  prices  quoted  being 
ue  to  higher  ocean  freights. 
Xethod  of  Preparing  Citrons  for  Etport. 

The  citron,  which  resembles,  closely  a  huge  lemon,  is  gathered  in 
October-November,  as  soon  as  the  fruit  is  ripe,  and  brought  to  the 
central  markets  as  it  comes  from  the  tree.  Here  the  fruit  is  split  in 
half  lengthwise,  and  the  halves  are  placed  in  casks  of  sea  water  or 
light  brine,  where  they  are  left  to  soak  and  soften  for  about  two 
weeks.  When  the  fruit  has  become  soft  and  the  inner  pulpy  part  has 
become  translucent  it  is  plAced  in  a  20  per  cent  brine  solution  and 
is  then  ready  for  export.  Shipments  of  citron  are  usually  made  in 
casks  containing  about  400  pounds  of  fruit  each.  The  citron  is  used 
on  the  foreign  markets  for  making  of  conserves.  The  crop  of  this 
district  is  usually  sent  to  the  United  States  and  Belgium. 

Shippers  report  great  difficulty  this  yiMir  in  securing  barrels  or 
casks  of  any  Mnd  at  reasonable  prices.  Whereas  in  normal  times  a 
citron  cask  costs  the  exporter  here  about  $1,  it  is  now  hard  to  find 
even  second-hand  casks  at  prices  lower  than  $2,  and  good  new  casks 
are  quoted  at  $4  to  $5  each. 

[The  addresses  of  Patras  firms  which  during  the  citron  season  of 
1915-16  were  interested  in  shipments  to  the  American  market  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  82692.] 

AUEBICAN  APFUCATIOHS  FOB  LTON  SAMPLE  FAIB. 

The  American  committee  of  the  sample  fair  to  be  held  at  Lyon, 
France,  March  1  to  15, 1917,  is  now  receiving  applications  from  pros- 
pective exhibitors  in  this  country.  The  committee  has  established 
head(juarters  at  1790  Broadway,  New  York.  Its  plans  are  fully 
described  in  a  booklet  recently  issued — ^"The  Lyons  Sample  Fair; 
an  American  export  opportunity."  The  publication  contains  a  sum- 
mary of  the  exhibits  at  the  1916  fair;  descriptive  matter  relating  t<> 
the  city,  with  illustrations;  specifications  for  the  booths,  with  esti- 
mates of  their  cost ;  and  statements  of  the  method  of  procuring  acces- 
sories, cost  of  transportation  and  board,  customhouse  facilities,  in- 
surance against  risks  and  claims,  transportation  in  France,  and  hotel 
and  boarding-house  service. 

Previous  notices  regarding  this  fair  were  published  in  Cohmbm' 
Eeports  for  August  22,  September  1,  and  November  2, 1916.  A  M 
description  of  the  1916  fair  was  published  in  the  issue  of  May  3,  IW*- 
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EFFECT  OF  WAS  ON  SWISS  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

[Vice  Consul  Jam«s  L.  A.  Barrel!,  St  Gall,  Oct  31,] 

The  Union  of.  Swiss  Cooperative  Purchasing  Associations  (Ver- 
band  schweizerischer  Konsuravereine)  in  its  annual  report  for  1915 
publishes  a  tabular  statement  of  the  turnover  in  and  the  prices  of 
certain  staples,  to  demonstrate  how  war  conditions  have  affected  the 
trade  in  articles  handled  by  the  Swiss  purchasing  societies.  The 
prices  of  the  year  1913,  as  a  full  peace  year,  are  taken  as  normal 
in  comparison  with  the  following  two  years,  which  wei*e  partially 
or  entirely  affected  by  the  war.  The  union's  statement,  changed  to 
American  equivalents,  follows: 


Articles. 

Bales. 

Price  per  pound. 

Ratio  to  1913. 

1813 

1914 

ins 

1913 

1914 

1815 

1914 

1815 

Bakery  products. 

Beverjgra: 
ChJcory 

Pouiub. 
6,634,235 

1,525,609 

1.565,943 

418,906 

65,918 

376,900 

464,033 

3,076,067 

1,568,351 

1,550,070 

3,335,033 

36,376 

1,686.977 

837,067 

1,661,737 

1,073,431 

'8,570,900 

3,640,895 

19,843 

Sm,374 
177,251 

1,673,749 

107,339,420 

1,030,079 

1,469,601 

3,964  833 

117,065 

340, 173 

31,943,046 

433,336 
3,184,340 
163,882 
932,996 
759,272 
13,780,626 
906,881 

Ptunit. 
7,822,465 

1,666,571 

l,4n,144 

£37,928 

01,068 

301,813 

33,148 

3,133,628 

1,101,648 

1,837,113 

3,901,260 

68,886 

1,393,790 

338,409 

1,324, ffi7 

1,085,697 

« 10, 641, €00 

2,165,456 

23,148 

418,396 
181,881 

1,775,503 

122,722,258 

833,788 

1,067,355 

4,028,042 

119,269 

358,030 

27,357,983 

332,457 

1,464,530 
163,142 
901,029 
662,668 
35,628,634 
710,549 

Poitnit. 

£,714,666 

1,432,433 

1,341,643 

602.433 

63,391 

316.714 

"JiiosiMi" 

510.370 

1,324,888 

3,086,689 

41,667 

■■■345;  023' 

1,315,939 

2,087  lie 

•  4,675,100 

3,182,270 

661 

178,674 
106,688 

1,937,863 

113,085,407 

638,017 

1,918,918 

3,051,176 

121,340 

358,391 

37,716,885 

563,060 
492,071 
661 
819,458 
260.686 
9,794,707 
479,946 

Oenti. 
11.5 

13.1 
41.4 

16.5 
73.7 

6.0 
6.8 
4.0 
3.5 
7.7 
7.9 

ia4 

4.3 
10.6 

60.9 
33.5 
M.6 
28.9 
10.3 

14.0 
3J.6 

3.S 
0.4 
6.6 
21.6 
1.5 
43.3 
10.9 
7.7 

8.S 
0.7 
7.7 
3.3 
7.7 
1.4 
3.8 

Omit. 
12.7 

13.6 
41.4 
10.9 
80.4 

7.1 

6.9 
4.8 
5.2 
8.8 
8.6 

15.4 
4.4 

11.0 

69.6 
31.4 
H.8 
30.3 
10.2 

14.0 
23.7 

3.6 
0.3 
7,1 
33:9 
1.5 
45.9 
10.3 
7.9 

10.6 
1.6 
7.9 
5.3 
9.8 
3.1 
6.0 

ante. 
16.8 

16.3 
39.7 
30.3 
84.5 

14.3 

■■■"6.0" 
6.9 
13.0 
11.0 
15.0 

■■■i3.o' 

68.5 
37.3 
»2.6 
36.3 
36.6 

17.1 
83.6 

3.7 
0.6 
10.7 
35.4 
1.7 
48.3 
15.3 

lai 

12.8 
1.9 

19.3 
6.9 

15.0 
3.7 
7.0 

Ptret 
108.7 

101.8 
100.4 
101.6 
109.1 

130.4 
98.3 
118.7 
145.2 
110.3 
109.7 
146.4 
104.1 
102.8 

98.0 
93.7 
108.3 
104.8 
100.0 

88.5 
101.3 

85.5 
104.8 
102.2 
105.8 

07.8 
106.4 

94.2 
103.0 

128.3 
204.8 
102.0 
217.7 
137.7 
151.8 
128. 3 

Peret. 
135.1 

133  S 

Coflee 

86.7 

Coffee,  eereel 

132.3 

114.8 

Breadstolls: 
Barloy 

236.1 

Flour 

Maize 

UI.O 

Oats 

183.5 

Oat  products 

168.8 

Kico.™  „„;;:...;.: 

138.6 

8an>  and  tapioca 

142.8 

Candies. 

133.7 

Dairy  products: 
Butto 

113.4 

Cheese 

111.3 

EfKS 

160.5 

fSs,  edible 

124.4 

Vl«h,  OM     

250.1 

Pmity  dried; 
Prrmwi 

131.3 

Anptas  and  otber 

143.1 

85.5 

Coal  (briquets) 

Grits 

161.8 
154.4 

Oils,  edible 

117.6 

Soda 

113.4 

111.6 

flftarch 

139.4 

Soear 

132.0 

Vwotables: 

163.7 

Beets,  turnips,  etc 

I^entUs....... 

348.8 
345.7 

Onions 

293.0 

Peos 

193.6 

181.8 

180.7 

•  Number. 


»Eaeh. 


The  prices  of  a  number  of  these  articles  have  risen  since  the  begin- 
ning of  1916  and  will,  no  doubt,  continue  to  rise.  The  prospects  are 
not  rosy,  and  it  is  possible  that  if  the  war  continues  some  of  the 
articles  dealt  in  will  not  be  procurable  at  any  price. 

The  value  of  narcissus  bulbs  invoiced  at  the  Ajnerican  consulate 
at  Amoy,  China,  for  the  United  States  increased  in  value  from  $3,439 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  $14,620  for  the  same  period  ia 
1916. 
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FILM  EZHIBITI0S8  ASD  KASKETS  ABSOAB. 

[CoDBul  John  Ball  Osborne,  Harre,  Oct.  13.] 

The  Havre  consulate  has  been  requested  by  an  American  company 
engaged  in  the  making  of  films  to  furnish  information  concerning 
the  motion-picture  theaters  here  and  the  opportunities  for  the  sale 
of  American  films.  This  form  of  amusement  has  witnessed  an 
important  development  in  Havre  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  other  amusements,  particularly  regular  the- 
atrical performances,  and  the  large  military  element  in  the  popu- 
lation. All  the  picture  theaters  previously  existing  have  been  oper- 
ated with  full  attendance,  and  a  few  new  ones  have  been  opened. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  use  of  American  films,  particularly 
short  plays,  both  dramatic  awi  comic.  The  managers  of  all  the 
Havi-e  motion-picture  theaters'  assure  this  consulate  that  American 
films  of  all  kinds  are  greatly  appreciated  and  sought  after. 

In  view  of  the  widespread  French  interest  in  everything,  relating 
to  the  United  States,  it  is  regrettable  that  there  are  not  more  scenic 
films  illustrating  the  beautiful  and  interesting  spots  of  the  United 
States.  Important  American  occurrences,  also,  ought  more  fre- 
quently to  be  depicted  in  the  current  events  diown  in  the  French 
theaters.    At  present  there  is  a  rare  sprinkling  of  these  films. 

Theater  Has  Branches  Throughout  France. 

The  Cinema  Omnia  Pathe,  153,  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg,  is  the 
largest  and  most  important  motion-picture  theater  in  this  regicMi. 
It  is  a  spacious,  well-ventilated,  circular  building,  containing  seats 
for  3,000  persons.  It  is  controlled  by  the  Society  Omnia,  which  has 
branches  throughout  France.  The  management  for  this  region 
controls  the  following  theaters:  Ha\Te,  Department  of  Seine  In- 
ferieure,  Theatre-Cirque  Omnia;  Rouen,  Department  of  Seine  In- 
ferieure,  Theatre  Omnia;  Elbeuf,  Department  of  Seine  Inferieure. 
Theatre-Cirque  Omnia;  Caen,  Department  of  Calvados,  Cirque 
Omnia;  Cherbourg,  Department  of  Blanche,  Theatre  Onmia. 

Tlie  performances  in  Havre  are  given  nightly  except  Mondajs, 
with  matinees  on  Thursdays  and  Sundays.  The  performance  lasfc 
about  2i  hours.  All  classes  of  films  are  given,  including  those  in 
several  parts.  Strict  censorship  is  exercised.  The  character  of  the 
program  may  be  understood  from  the  following  description  of  a 
recent  performance : 

The  first  part  opened  with  the  playing  by  the  orchestra  of  the 
national  liynms  of  eight  of  the  allied  countries — Italy,  Serbia,  Rus- 
sia, Belgium,  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  Soumania,  and  France— 
during  Avhich  the  entire  audience  remained  standing.  Then  followed 
in  order:  "Open-Air  Dance  at  Seville";  a  drama  in  four  parts 
entitled  "  The  Word  of  the  Enigma,"  a  French  film  ingenious  in 
plot  and  extremely  well  staged ;  and  an  intermission  of  five  minutes. 

The  second  part  included  the  current  events  of  the  "Path6 
Journal ''  and  some  war  films,  approved  by  the  authorities.  "  The 
Exploits  of  Elaine"  was  one  of  n  series  of  sensational  fihns  of 
American  life,  made  in  the  United  States.  It  is  extremely  popular 
here.  The  program  ended  with  a  French  comic  film  entitled  "  Biga- 
din  Seelcs  His  Affinity." 
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Tobaooo  Shops'  Conpons  Bednee  Prices. 

The  prices  of  admission  range  from  60  centimes  ($0.12)  to  3  francs 
($0.58).  Except  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  these  prices  may  be 
reduced  about  one-half  by  presenting  "billets  de  faveur,"  which 
are  given  gratuitously  to  customers  at  tobacco  shops.  This  system, 
which  is  common  in  Havre,  necessarily  discriminates  against  tran- 
sients "who  know  nothing'  of  it  and  pay  the  scheduled  prices. 

The  Select  Palace.  123,  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg,  is  controlled  by 
the  Societe  Ouest  Cinema.  This  theater  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
1,200.  Its  performances,  which  last  about  2J  hours,  include  all 
kinds  of  films  of  all  marks  except  the  Path^.  The  price  of  admis- 
sion varies  from  1  franc  ($0.19)  to  3  franc  ($0.58),  the  average  being 
2  francs  ($0.39).  A  recent  performance  included  the  following 
features : 

Part  1. — The  Portuguese  and  Russian  national  hvmns  and  "The 
Marseillaise  "  by  the  orchestra ;  a  scenic  film  illustrating  San  Martino 
(7  minutes) ;  a  comedy  in  3  parts,  "-Moulinett's  School "  (35  min- 
utes) ;  comic  film,  "A  Dentist  in  Spite  of  Himself "  (30  minutes) ; 
intei-mission  of  5  minutes. 

Part  2. — War  views  approved  by  the  French  authorities;  drama 
in  3  parts,  "Mistingnett  of  the  Golden  Hair"  (1  hour) ;  a  film  de- 
ecribed  as  a  roaring  farce,  "  Tic  de  Casimir." 

Kursaal  Cinema,  22  Kue  de  Paris,  seats  700  persons.  Its  per- 
formance lasts  2^  hours  and  includes  all  kinds  of  films.  Tliose  with 
dramatic  Subjects  usually  consist  of  2  or  3  parts,  sometimes  4  parts, 
and  are  of  600  to  1,200  meters.  A  typical  program  was  as  follows : 
"The  Tragic  Appeal,"  described  as  a  grand  drama  in  2  parts;  "A 
Hole  in  the  Moon,"  comedy ;  second  episode  of  Chariot  and  Lolotte ; 
"  The  Powder  Works,"  grand  drama ;  "  Mexican  Love,"  a  drama  of 
the  Far  West. 
Various  Products  Used  on  Programs. 

All  marks  of  films  are  used  in  this  theater  except  Gaumont  and 
Pathe.  The  prices  paid  for  their  use  vary  considerably.  The  man- 
ager estunated  800  to  1,000  francs  ($152  to  $193)  per  week  for  the 
use  of  five  or  six  films.  For  the  purchase  of  used  films  the  average 
price  is  10  to  15  centimes  ($0.02  to  $0.03)  per  meter.  The  prices 
of  admission  are  40  centimes  ($0.08),  50  centimes  ($0.10),  CO  cen- 
times ($0.12),  and  1  franc  ($0.19)-.  No  billets  de  faveur  are  issued 
by  this  cinema. 

The  Gaumont,  16  Eue  de  la  Comedie,  run  in  connection  with  a 
cafe,  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  400.  The  films  are  of  all  kinds. 
Dramatic  offerings  are  usually  in  several  parts.  This  theater  has 
contracts  with  the  Gaumont  and  Obert  Companies,  of  Paris,  whose 
films  are  used  exclusively.  The  prices  of  admission  are  40  centiihes 
^$0.08>,  50  centimes  ($0.10),  75  centimes  ($0.14),  and  1  franc 
($0.19).  This  theater  also  issues  the  half-price  tickets  obtainable  at 
tobacco  shops. 

The  Cinema  Olympia,  14  Kue  Edcard-Larue,  like  the  Gaumont, 
is  run  in  connection  with  a  caf4  and  restaurant.  It  has  300  seats. 
The  program  is  composed  mainly  of  dramatic  subjects  in  several 
parts.  The  films  are  rented  from  the  larger  companies  in  Paris, 
particularly  Pathfi  and  Gaumont.  Many  American  and  Italian 
olms  are  also  shown.    Becently  excellent  Italian  films  introducing 
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a  celebrated  Russian  actress  have  been  presraited.  Hie  prices  of 
admission  are  To  centimes  ($0.14)  and  1.5  francs  ($0.29),  subject  to 
50  per  cent  i-eduction  on  presentation  of  special  tickets. 

Total  Seating  Capacity  of  local  Picture  Theaters. 

According  to  the  reports  made  to  the  consulate  by  the  respectlTC 
managers,  the  total  seating  capacity  of  the  five  picture  theaters  of 
Havre  that  have  been  mentioned  is  5,G00.  distributed  as  follows: 
Omnia-Pathe,  3,000;  Select-Palace,  1,200;  Kursaal,  700;  Gaumont, 
400;  Olympia,  300. 

Besides  the  houses  mentioned  there  are  a  few  minor  theaters  which 
bring  the  total  seating  capacity  for  the  city  and  suburbs  up  to  about 
0,000.  "Wliile  Havre  has  a  normal  population  of  136,159,  which  is 
increased  to  about  170,000  when  the  contiguous  suburbs  are  included, 
the  present  population  served  by  the  motion-picture  theaters  men- 
tioned is  fully  200,000.  This  gives  a  ratio  of  1  seat  for  every  33 
persons  in  the  community,  apparently  all  that  is  required. 

The  publicity  methods  used  are  very  thorough.  Besides  hand- 
bills gratuitously  distributed  at  each  performance  giving  the  fea- 
tures of  the  program  for  the  following  week,  similar  announcements 
are  made  in  the  amusement  columns  of  the  daily  newspapers,  and 
large  posters  are  used  on  the  billboards.  Some  of  these  posters  are 
elaborately  illustrated  in  colors  and  compel  the  attention  of  the 

Eublic.    Certain  of  the  moving-picture  theaters  also  employ  portable 
illboards  on  carts  which  are  drawn  through  the  city. 

[Vice  Consul  Darls  B.  LeTis,  St.  Etienne,  Oct  9.] 
Commission  of  Five  Selected  for  Ceniorship. 

The  recent  action  of  the  French  Government,  acting  through  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  for  the  regulation  of  motion  pictures  is  of 
interest  to  American  manufacturers  of  films.  The  ministry  has 
created  a  commission  of  five,  composed  of  four  members  from  the 
department  and  the  subchief  of  the  Prefecture  of  Police  of  Paris, 
for  the  performance  of  duties  similar  to  those  of  the  boards  of 
censorship  in  the  United  States. 

Before  a  picture  may  be  shown  it  must  be  passed  upon  by  this 
commission.  If  it  is  accepted,  a  permit  is  issued  for  its  exhibition, 
.subject  to  the  action  of  local  departmental  and  municipal  authorities^ 
Avhose  approval  may  be  given  or  withheld,  and  whose  decision  is 
final  as  far  as  their  respective  jurisdictions  are  concerned.  The 
sanction  of  the  commission  is  intended  rather  as  an  indication  of 
the  worthiness  of  the  picture.  The  members  have  asked  for  the 
active  cooperation  of  municipal  authorities  in  the  suppression  of 
unauthorized  and  objectionable  films. 

Effect  Hampered  by  Use  of  Snglith. 

A  complaint  from  the  manager  of  a  large  picture  theater  in  St. 
Etienne  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the  reading  matter 
used  with  American  pictures  is  in  French,  most  of  the  comedy  pic- 
tures (which  usually  have  feweet  of  these  "inserts"),  have  many 
signs  in  English,  such  as  "Ko  swimming  allowed,'*  "Boarders 
wanted,"  "Beware  of  the  dog,"  etc  Ttere  are  also  supposed 
speeches  by  persons  and  animals  in  illustrated  cartoons,  up<»  which 
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fhe  reason  for  the  situation  or  the  motive  of  the  action  depend,  and 
much  is  lost  to  the  audience  because  they  are  in  English. 

The  manager  quoted  believes  that  while  this  might  occur  in  an 
occasional  film  finding  its  way  here,  the  fault  could  be  obviated  by  a 
**  take  over"  with  the  signs  in  the  language  of  the  country  they  are 
ixLtended  for.  In  the  preparation  of  the  various  series  of  American 
comedy  films,  now  appearing  on  nearly  every  program,  which  on 
account  of  their  extensive  advertising  appear  to  have  been  designed 
originally  for  this  market,  the  suggestion  might  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Although  there  are  several  FrencTi  and  Italian  comiques  with  a 
following,  the  American  rough-comedy  film  is  far  in  the  lead  here. 
The  French  polite  farce  or  "vaudeviUe,"  as  written  for  the  screen 
by  well-known  {luthors  and  portrayed  by  artists  of  the  Parisian 
theaters,  occupies  a  high  place  of  its  own. 

[Vice  Consul  norrls  N.  Cooklngbam,  Barcelona,  Oct.  16.] 
TrogTAm*  in  Barcelona  and  Yariont  Cities  and  Towns. 

Throughout  the  Barcelona  district  of  Spain  motion-picture  exhi- 
bitions in  the  smaller  towns  are  held  perhaps  only  two  evenings  a 
week,  but  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities  pictures  are  shown  at  sev- 
eral halls  both  afternoon  and  evening  daily.  In  the  smaller  places 
a  program  frequently  consists  of  2,000  to  2,500  meters  of  films,  of 
■which  one  subject  may  have  about  1,500  meters,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  progi'am  may  be  made  up  of  pictures  of  200  to  500  meters.  The 
average  program  in  Barcelona  comprises  some  5,000  meters  in 
•which  one  new  subject  is  presented  each  day.  Each  picture  is 
exhibited  for  3  days. 

Greater  Barcelona  has  54  motion-picture  theatei*s,  with  an  average 
capacity  of  probably  1,500  persons.  Some  of  these  houses  have 
vaudeville  performances  in  addition  to  the  pictures,  but  in  the 
greater  number  only  motion  pictures  are  given. 

Bantre  of  Charges  for  Admission.- 

The  admission  fees  for  the  exhibitions,  which  often  last  3  or  more 
hours,  vary  from  0.10  to  0.60  peseta  (approximately  $0.02  to  $0.12), 
according  to  the  class  of  the  theater  and  the  location  of  the  seat. 
The  "  preferred  "  seats  in  the  best  theaters  cost  0.60  peseta  and  other 
seats  0.30  peseta.  In  the  cheaper  halls  the  preferred  seats  cost  0.20 
or  0.25  peseta  (about  $0.04  or  $0.05)  and  the  general  admission  is  0.10 
or  0.15  peseta. 

The  programs  usually  are  made  up  of  4  or  5  unrelated  films,  of 
which  one  is  a  dramatic  subject  of  3  or  more  reels  and  the  others 
miscellaneous  subjects  of  about  300  meters  each.  Where  serial 
pictures  are  shown,  two  numbers  of  the  series  are  exhibited  in  an 
evening  in  addition  to  the  shorter  films  of  varied  subjects. 

The  types  of  pictures  especially  favored  here  are  dramatic  sub- 
jects of  4  or  5  reels  with  intrigue  and  plenty  of  action.  The  Nor- 
disk  films  are  popular.  So  also  are  various  Italian  and  French 
dramatic  films  and  American  comic  pictures  of  one  reel  (about  300 
meters).    Scenic  offerings  are  not  as  popular  as  those  having  either 
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draiDAtic  or  farcical  plot,  altlioog^  scieotifie  films  and  picture  re- 
Tiews  of  current  events  are  shown. 

American  Serials  Wla  Popular  Faror. 

In  addition  to  the  French  and  Italian  products  mentioned,  pictures 
of  British  and  German  origin  are  occasionally  exhibited,  as  well  as 
more  recently  those  of  Spanish  manufacture.  American  serials  are 
shown  here  profitably,  but  the  shorter  films  except  those  of  a  humor- 
ous character  can  not,  it  is  stated,  be  handled  here  as  extensively 
as  those  of  other  origin  becau^  of  their  high  prices.  European 
pictures  frequently  are  sold  to  dealers  in  Spam  at  1  to  1.25  pesetas 
a  meter.  In  s[)ecial  instances,  where  the  film  is  of  particularly  hi^ 
class,  better  prices  are  obtained. 

Spanish  dealers  rent  the  films  to  exhibitors  for  terms  of  three  days 
at  an  average  rental  of  0.20  to  0.25  peseta  a  met^r  for  the  term. 
In  Spain  it  is  not  considered  sound  business  ethics  for  importers  to 
purchase  films  already  used,  and  accordingly  no  specific  prices  are 
established  for  films  not  entirely  new.  Those  which  are  no  longer 
available  for  exhibition  purposes  in  Spain  have  no  local  market 
value  as  material. 

.  For  the  prospective  exporter  of  motion-picture  films  to  Spain, 
imdoubtedly  the  volume  in  Spanish  pubushed  under  the  title, 
"Anuario  Cinemdtografico  de  E^spana,  1916,"  Jose  Sola  Guardiola, 
Consejo  de  Ciento  280,  Barcelona,  would  prove  of  iaterest  and  value 
as  describing  the  industry. 

Barcelona  Lartre  Importer  of  Films  and  Apparatus. 

As  the  motion  picture  is  such  a  popidar  form  of  amusement  here, 
the  proportions  of  the  business  have  developed  considerably  until 
Barcelona  is  rated  as  the  chief  importing  city  in  the  peninsula  for 
films  and  apparatus.  One  disadvantage  to  lie  overcome  in  the  im- 
portation oi  American  pictures  is  the  sale  by  American  exporters 
of  used  films  of  which  new  copies  are  afterwards  sold  to  other 
Spanish  importers.  The  high  prices  at  which  most  of  the  American 
products  are  sold  to  these  importers  also  tend  to  create  an  obstacle 
to  the  unlimited  development  of  the  market,  inasmuch  as  the  Span- 
ish dealers  find  it  more  profitable  to  handle  European  products. 
Under  present  circumstances  the  shorter  American  films  are  not  con- 
sidered profitable  imless  they  embody  some  special  feature,  such  as 
the  appearance  of  a  well-known  motion-picture  actor. 

It  would  be  well  to  offer  prospective  customers  in  Spain  the  most 
attractive  terms  of  sale,  which  should  compare  favorably  with  those 
granted  under  normal  conditions  by  European  manufacturers. 
These  are  generally  credits  of  60  to  90  days,  or  cash  30  days  after 
receipt  of  merchandise. 
Lower  Prices  After  First  Exhibitions. 

While  the  average  rental  for  films,  covering  terms  of  three  days,  is 
0.20  to  0.25  peseta  a  meter  to  the  exhibitors,  it  should  be  explained 
that  these  prices  are  for  motion  pictures  which  have  not  previously 
been  exhibited  here.   After  the  first  exhibitions  the  theaters  pay  lower 

§  rices  until  at  last  the  films  are  sent  to  the  smaller  towns  for  display 
uring  two  days  of  the  week  at  rental  prices  of  0.03  to  0.04  pesett 
a  meter. 
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The  posters  of  films  to  be  exhibited  in  Spain  are  extremely  im- 
portant as  a  means  of  insuring  the  success  of  the  picture  play.  As 
a  general  rule  a  good  film  depends  for  a  large  part  of  its  popularity 
upon  skillful  advertising.  In  addition  to  the  very  essential  photo- 
graphic views  of  the  play,  which  are  often  displayed  not  only  in  the 
theater  lobbies  but  also  in  prominent  shop  windows  throughout  the 
city,  and  accordingly  should  be  attractive  and  composed  of  numerous 
scenes,  the  importers  and  exhibitors  desire  large  posters  of  12-sheet 
and  18-sheet  sizes,  as  well  as  the  quad  crown  and  6-sheet  size. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  motion-picture  films  at  Barcelona  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  81927.] 

[Consul  John  R.  Putnam,  Valencia,  Oct.  17.] 

Dramatic  fictnres  Host  Popular  in  Valenoia. 

Valencia  has  about  15  regular  film  theaters,  with  an  average  seat- 
ing capacity  of  350,  including  approximately  90  "  pref erencia  "  or 
reserved  seats.  In  addition,  two  large  theaters  are  devoted,  except 
during  short  periods,  to  film  productions,  and  are  the  principal  ones 
for  such  attractions.  One  of  these  has  a  seating  capacity  of  250  box 
seats,  862  preferencia  seats,  and  700  general-admission  seats.  The 
other  theater  seats  180  in  the  boxes,  442  in  the  preferencia,  and  has 
a  capacity  for  800  general  admissions.  Si.\  other  important  theaters 
have  some  film  performances. 

Admission  prices,  although  often  raised  when  important  films  are 
shown,  are  usually  as  follows:  Boxes,  with  five  admissions,  from 
40  to  80  cents;  preferencia,  from  5  to  7  cents;  and  general  admission, 
from  2  to  3  cents.  In  certain  houses  reductions  are  made  for  children 
and  for  the  purchase  of  a  number  of  tickets  for  different  perform- 
ances. 

A  film  performance  lasts  from  \i  to  3  hours,  and  is  shown  from 
2  to  4  times  daily.  It  includes  a  long  4-part  or  5-part  film,  a  diorter 
one  in  lighter  vein,  and,  at  the  end,  a  comic  film.  All  types  are  to 
be  seen,  out  dramatic  pictures  seem  to  be  most  popular4  Those 
diowing  comic  celebrities,  or  having  a  detective  plot,  or  presenting 
cowboy  scenes,  draw  large  audiences.  Reviews  of  current  events  are 
shown  regularly  in  Valencia,  and  two  spectacular  films,  El  Cristo 
and  Julio  Cesar,  have  been  exhibited-  recently  with  marked  success. 
Chief  Form  of  Amusement  for  All  Classes. 

During  the  heat  of  the  summer  the  people  here  seek  the  seashore 
and  country,  and  many  of  the  theaters  are  closed,  but  during  the  rest 
of  the  year  film  performances  constitute  the  principal  form  of  amuse- 
ment for  all  classes.  It  is  doubtful  if  unused  falms  are  shown  in 
Valencia,  for  practically  all  first  runs  are  exhibited  in  Barcelona  or 
Madrid.  The  only  used  films  purchased,  however,  are  those  which 
have  not  previoudy  been  shown  in  Spain  and  which  are  in  good 
condition.  The  average  rental  is  2  cents  per  meter  at  the  first  the- 
ater for  each  day,  and  two-fifths  of  a  cent  per  meter  per  day  at  other 
dieaters  thereafter.  The  brands  most  commonly  shown  are,  "  Nor- 
disk,"  " Cines,"  " Ambrosio,"  " Keystone,"  and  "Tiber."  Fihns  cost 
from  16  to  25  cents,  c.  i.  f .  Valencia.  The  price  given  is  by  the  meter 
and  is  equal  to  about  4.8  to  7.5  cents  per  foot 
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Duty  on  films,  used  and  unused,  is  levied. under  article  530  of  the 
Spanish  import  tariff  at  3  pesetas  per  kilo  ($0^63  per  pound). 

[A  list  o(  firms  in  Valencia  which  handle  motion-picture  films  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  81940.  Articles  on  motion  pictures  ia 
France  were  published  In  Couuerce  Bepobts  for  Mar.  14  and  Oct.  30,  lOlC] 

SWITZEBLAITD. 

[Consul  Walter  II.  Schnlz,  Beroe,  Oct.  18.] 

little  Prospect  of  Direct  Dealingg  wlfh  Swiss  Theaters. 

Swiss  dealers  in  motion-picture  films  purchase  them  on  their  own 
account,  chiefly  against  casli,  and  rent  them  in  turn  to  the  picture  thea- 
ters, of  which  there  are  about  130  in  the  coimtry,  including  25  in 
the  Berne  consular  district.  The  average  seating  capacity  of  the 
Swiss  motion-picture  house  is  120,  and  the  average  admission  fee, 
$0.18.  The  most  important  of  these  dealers  is  the  Schweiz.  Film- 
sesellschaft,  with  headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  a 
Branch  at  Zurich,  Switzerland.  Another  important  concern  is  the 
Fathe  Film-Verleihgesellschaft,  Gerbergasse  2,  Zurich,  which  buys 
and  rents  films  of  the  French  Pathe  Society.  A  third  dealer  is  the 
World  Co.,  of  Geneva.  It  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  direct  rela- 
tions with  the  individual  motion-picture  houses. 

Cheaper  Grades  of  American  Pictures  Shown. 

The  demand  for  American  films  in  Switzerland  seems  good.  Most 
theaters  produce  them.    Unfortunately,  however,  only  the  cheaper 

Sictures  of  American  manufacture  are  seen  here.  "Mysteries  of 
ew  York"  is  now  playing  at  Berne,  but  the  pretentious  "Battle 
Cry  of  Peace  "  is  advertised  for  later  presentation. 

The  films  on  the  market  are  25  per  cent  German,  20  per  cent 
French,  and  25  per  cent  Italian.  Before  the  war  French  films  pre- 
doininate<l.  They  had  about  50  per  cent  of  the  trade.  Italian  films 
are  well  liked  at  present,  especially  those  connected  with  the  artist 
Francesca  Bertini.  Those  produced  by  the  Nordische  Film  C!o., 
Stockholm,  Sweden,  also  appear  at  times. 

The  American  films  most  widely  used  in  Switzerland  are  devoted 
to  comic  and  dramatic  subjects.  The  former  class  consists  of  short 
incidents  while  the  dramatic  photoplays  last  in  some  instances  more 
than  an  hour.  The  usual  program  in  Berne  calls  for  2^  to  3  hours 
of  entertainment,  consisting  of  2  long  films  and  3  or  4  short  ones. 

Detective  and  Wild  West  Dramas  Popnlar. 

Some  of  the  American  film  companies  have  branch  offices  at  Paris. 
These  are  in  a  position  to  fill  the  needs  of  the  Swiss  trade  on  sliort 
notice.  It  is  claimed  that  American  films  meet  with  greatest  success 
in  those  sections  of  Switzerland  where  French  is  spoken.  This  is 
explained  by  the  love  of  the  French-Swiss  for  American  detective 
plays,  Indian,  and  wild  West  pictures.  A  local  motion-picture  man 
suggests  that  such  plays  probably  would  succeed  in  the  German  sec- 
tions, and  adds  that  the  stories  should  appear  in  both  the  French  and 
German  languages.  French  authorities,  however,  since  the  war  bc^gan 
have  not  permitted  to  pass  over  French  soil  those  with  descriptions 
in  German.    Swiss  film  dealers  consequently  are  compelled  to  diange 
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the  French  stories  into  German.  This  work  is  done  by  two  factories 
in  Switzerland — Iris  Film  A.  G.,  Waisenhaustr.  2,  Zurich,  and  the 
Eos  Film,  Rosenthal  &  Fechter,  Freiestr.  32,  Basel,  Switzerland. 

There  are  no  companies  in  Switzerland  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  these  products.  Swiss  mountain  landscapes  are  repro- 
duced by  the  French  and  Germans  and  by  the  American  Burlingham. 

Averftgre  Bental  and  Sale  Prices. 

The  average  rental  prices  of  films  are  about  $0.07  to  $0.10  per 
meter.  A  dramatic  film  of  4  acts  fpsts  the  theaters  about  $155  per 
week.  Swiss  dealers  pay  from  $0.15  to  $0.C0  per  meter,  according  to 
quality. 

Switzerland  has  a  weekly  periodical  devoted  to  photoplays.  The 
address  of  publishers  is :  Kinema,  Annoncen  Expedition;  Gerbergasse 
8,  Ziirich.  . 

The  duty  on  finished  cinematograph  films,  used  or  new,  according 
to  No.  902  of  the  Swiss  customs  tariff,  is  $5.79  per  220  pounds. 

Correspondence  with  dealers  may  be  in  French  or  German.  About 
69  per  cent  of  the  people  in  Switzerland  speak  German,  21  per  cent 
French,  and  8  per  cent  Italian  and  Komansch. 

7AFAN. 
[Vice  Consul  William  K.  Langdon,  Yokohama.  Oct.  17.] 
Popularity  of  American  Films  Increases  Bapidly. 

The  past  two  years  have  seen  American  motion-picture  films  rise 
rapidly  in  popularity  and  practically  supersede  all  other  imported 
films  m  Japan.  Italian  pictures  are  about  the  only  other  foreign 
products  commonly  exhibited  in  Japan,  but  they  are  steadily  losing 
ground  in  competition  with  the  productions  of  American  studios. 

Tokyo  has  120  motion-picture  theaters  and  Yokohama  has  about 
60.  In  Tokyo  the  largest  six  and  in  Yokohama  the  largest  two  show 
foreign  films  exclusively,  while  the  houses  with  limited  seating  ca- 
pacity usually  have  a  mixed  program  of  Japanese  and  foreign  pic- 
tures. It  is  in  the  poorest  and  smallest  theaters  that  only  Japanese 
films  are  used. 

The  Japanese  are  developing  into  enthusiastic  "movie  fans,"  es- 
pecially the  laboring  and  servant  classes,  among  whom  well-known 
American  film  actors  are  becoming  great  favorites.  The  present 
tendency  appears  to  be  for  Japanese  plays  to  wane  in  popularity. 

Enthusiasm  TTnaffected  by  Discomfort  in  Theater. 

Motion-picture  houses  in  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  hold  from  500  to 
1,000  persons.  The  price  of  admission  ranges  from  5  to  15  cents,  and 
one  house  in  Yokohama  charges  30  cents  per  "  special "  seat.  Double 
prices  are  charged  when  the  program  contains  some  especially  good 
or  expensive  film.  The  cheapest  seats  consist  of  rows  of  hard  wooden 
benches  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the  first-class  and  second-class  scats 
are  always  in  the  gallery.  The  usual  performance  lasts  three  hours, 
and  in  most  cases  consists  of  two  or  three  single-reel  comedies,  one 
instructive  or  scenic  film,  and  a  few  "episodes"  from  a  serial  or  a 
two-act  or  three-act  "  sensational "  drama. 

The  Moving  Picture  World,  Hongo,  Tokyo,  and  the  Kinema 
Becord,  7  Minami  Tomisaka  Cho,  Asakusa  Ku,  Totyo,  are  the  only 
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publications  in  Japan  dealing  with  the  motion-picture  business. 
Each  is  a  medium  for  advertismg. 

The  market  for  American  cameras,  projectors,  and  accessories  is 
poor,  as  these  articles  are  made  in  Japan  and  there  is  a  50  per  cent 
ad  valorem  import  duty  on  them. 
Fewer  American  Films  Bought  Outright. 

The  average  rental  for  film  is  2  cents  per  foot  a  day,  regardless  of 
the  quality  or  cost  of  production.  Importers  invariably  lose  money 
when  they  buy  and  import  a  high-priced  feature  film  from  the  United 
States,  for  they  can  rent  it  for  no  more  than  is  paid  for  cheap  produc- 
tions, so  they  are  abandoning  the  practice  of  buying  American  films 
outright.  Importers  can  afford  to  purchase  only  cheap  new  or  second- 
hand, but  originally  expensive,  films. 

It  would  be  profitable  to  everybody  concerned  if  some  agreement 
could  be  reached  through  which  the  importer  would  receive  costly 
American  films  on  a  rental  basisj  putting  up  a  bond  for  their  return 
to  America  after  due  circulation  and  exhibition.  The  import  duty 
on  films  is  $3.10  per  pound,  includve  of  inner  packings. 

[Lists  of  Importers  and  film  excliauges  at  Tokyo  and  Yokohama  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  coop- 
erative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82060.] 

[ConRal  A.  A.  WUliamsoo,  Dalren,  Manchuria,  Oct  18.] 
Bailway  Company  Bunt  Hovse  in  Kanehnrla. 

Dairen  has  three  motion-picture  houses  with  an  average  seating  ca- 
pacity of  500.  Admission  prices  are  15  sen  and  30  sen  (alK>ut  7|  and 
15  cents)  for  two  of  them,  and  5  and  10  sen  (2^  and  5  cents)  for  the 
third.  One  place  is  run  oy  the  South  Manchuria  Eailway  in  con- 
nection with  an  amusement  park.  This  house  uses  foreign  films 
only — scenic,  dramatic,  comic,  and  miscellaneous.  It  is  the  cheapest 
of  the  three,  but  as  it  is  situated  outside  the  town  proper  the  at- 
tendance is  smaller.  It  is  inaccessible  to  vehicles  and  is  closed  dur- 
ing stormy  weather.  It  is  the  only  house  that  buys  films,  though 
some  that  it  shows  are  hired. 

The  remaining  two  houses  hire  motion  pictures  or  subscribe  to 
services  maintained  by  syndicates  in  Japan.  The  films  supplied  are 
made  by  Ambrosio  (Italian),  Path6  (French),  Keystone,  and  one 
or  two  other  American  companies. 

Dairen  is  a  free  port,  and  there  is  no  duty  to  pay  on  imports,  but 
the  local  houses  find  it  advantageous  to  subscribe  to  a  "  circuit,"  and 
American  manufacturers  would  find  it  best  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
companies  in  Japan  supplsring  these  "circuits."  Their  addresses 
may  be  obtained  from  the  consulate  general  at  Yokohama. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AJTD  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE- 
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XOBWSaiAH  WOOD  PUUP  ASD  PAPEB  ULU  OOHBIHE. 

[Conral  General  B.  Haldeman  DenDison,  ChrlsUania,  Not.  7.] 

The  tendency  in  the  wood  pulp,  cellulose,  and  paper  industries  of 
Norway  in  recent  years  has  been  toward  centralization,  with  the 
result  that  there  are  now  two  strong  combinations  in  existence,  the 
one  known  as  the  Union  Co.  and  the  other  as  the  Borregaard  Co. 
According  to  reports  the  former  is  now  seeking  to  absorb  the  latter. 

A  contest  is  on  between  these  two  groups  and  the  forest  owners' 
association,  owing  to  the  high  tiniber  prjces  recently  fixed  by  the 
association  for  the  coming  season.'  Both  sides  are  well  organized 
and  powerful,  so  that  dealings  between  them  are  subject  more  or  less 
to  compromise.  The  lumber  mills,  however,  are  not  so  strong  and 
are  compelled  to  pay  the  enhanced  prices  demanded,  with  the  result 
that  the  cost  of  building  material  has  risen  considerably. 

Hlgli  Prices  of  Timber — Scarcity  of  Labor. 

The  pulp-wood  mills  which  in  1914  were  paying  13  crowns  ($3.48) 
per  cubic  meter  for  timber,  are  now  obliged  to  pay  25  crowns,  and 
it  is  reported  that  30  crowns  has  been  demanded.  Under  such  con- 
ditions it  may  become  impossible  for  the  Norwegian  mills  to  continue 
to  compete  in  the  foreign  markets  and  some  anxiety  exists  regarding 
the  future  of  the  industries  concerned. 

A  great  deal  of  timber  is  being  cut  this  year  in  the  Drammen 
district,  but  labor  is  scarce  and  difficult  to  obtam  even  at  the  increased 
wages  offered.  Cutters  are  receiving  $2.70  to  $3.20  per  day  and 
drivers  as  high  as  $5.40.  The  larger  part  of  the  6,000,000  logs  that 
will  be  cut  this  season  wiU  be  handled  through  the  forest  owners' 
mutual  selling  association.  Some  lumber  dealers  have  purchased 
cutting  rights  in  order  to  become  independent  of  this  association. 


COTTON  SITUATION  IN  BBITISH  WEST  AFBICA 

[Consul  W.  J.  Xerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Oct.  28.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing  Association — 
a  society  that  for  some  years  has  been  fostering  the  cotton  industry 
of  Wc.'t  Africa  thrjugh  experimental  pioneering  and  eduoational 
work — contains  the  following  statements  concerning  the  1916  season : 

The  distribution  of  cotton  seed  In  LagoS,  Southern  Nigeria,  for  planting  the 
1916-17  crop  Is  now  almost  completed,  and  up  to  September  7C5  tons  of  seed 
had  been  sent  out,  which  points  to  a  considerable  Increase  In  acreage  and  a 
large  crop  If  the  weather  proves  favorable.  This  seed  Is  provided  free  by  the 
British  Cotton  Growing  Association,  and  the  cost  of  distribution  Is  borne  by 
the  Government. 

Various  reports  have  been  received  giving  reasons  for  the  Increased  quantity 
of  cotton  purchased  last  season  In  Northern  Nigeria.  The  increase  is  ascribed 
partly  to  favorable  climatic  conditions  and  partly  to  the  augmented  importa- 
tion of  Euroi)ean  cloth,  whereby  the  local  native  demand  for  the  raw  material 
was  considerably  reduced.  The  reports  all  show  that  the  natives  were  pleased 
with  the  price  paid  them  for  their  cotton  at  Zaria. 

The  purchases  of  cotton  In  Logos  to  the  end  of  August  amounted  to  9,134 
bales  of  400  pounds  each,  compared  with  5,748  bales  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  lost  year  and  13,415  boles  in  1914.  The  purchases  In  Northern  Nigeria 
to  the  end  of  July  amounted  to  10,499  boles,  against  467  bales  for  tlie  first 
seven  months  of  1915  and  605  bales  In  1914. 

[For  other  reports  on  Nigerian  cotton  see  Commerce  Beforts  for 
Jan.  26  and  Mar.  4, 1916.] 
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AMEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  lu-gent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Kamc. 


Post 


Expira- 

Uonof 
Tcnue. 


Addnsss. 


Albert,  Talbot  7 

Brott,  Uomer 

Bucklin,  Oeoree  A 

Ctaamlwrliii,  George  E. 


Delchman,  Carl  F., 
Dow,  Edward  A..., 


Eager,  Oforge  Eugrnr. . 
Gamon,  Jotm  A 


BanoTer,  Geniiaiiy. . . 
La  Oualro,  Vcnezaela. 

Bordeaux,  Prance. 

OeorgetowD,  Guiana. . 


Santos,  Braill 
St.     Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmrn,  Qermany . . . 
Corinto,  Nicaragua... 


Dee.  3S 
Feb.  10 
Tan. 
Dee. 


13 


New 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Hanson,  GeocxeC. 
Jenkins,  Douglas . . . 
Latbam,  Charles  h . 
Ustoe,  Soren 


Bauer,  EmQ 

Smith,  Felix  WiUoughby. . 


Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  O.  Eussell.. 


Swatow,  China. 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Sootland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
Tiflis,  Russia 


Jan.     3 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do.... 


Feb. 
Dec. 


Watson,  John  J.  C 

Willrlch,  Gobhard 

Wedddl,  Alexander  W. 


Calcutta,  India. 

Cornwall,  Ontario. . . . 

St.  Pierre,  Uiqnelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec. 

Athens,  Greece 


Jan.  15 
Dec.  20 

Dee.  25 
...do...., 
Dec.  31 


Department  of  State,  Wadiiagtm,  D.a 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Cbamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Dcpw-tment  of  State,  WaslUngton,  D.C. 

Do. 

12  Peoobsoot  Street,  Norwich,  Gam. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bnrean  of  Tania 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SM  Fedcm 

BuBdiiK,  CUeago,  IB. 
12B  Main  Street,  BridEmort,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
The  tfendota^ashliwtan,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 

Coonty,  Vo. 
Department  of  State,  Washingfoa.  B.C. 
C/o  Itesmore  KendeU,  Wodworth  BoiU- 

faig.  New  York  aty. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D.C. 
2236 Q Street, WashinctnL D.C.   _^ 
Department  of  Sta^Waahinglea,  B.C. 
C/oWestmoreland  Club,  Eichmond,  Vs. 


WOBE  OF  THE  CENSUS  BUBEATJ. 

An  idea  of  the  comprehensive  nature  of  the  study  of  the  miinu- 
facturing  industries  of  the  country  that  is  carried  on  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census  may  be  obtained  from  the  annual  report 
of  that  bureau  to  Secretary  of  Commerce  Kedfield  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1916.  During  that  year  it  compiled  and  pub- 
lished the  greater  part  of  the  primary  or  fundamental  statistics  from 
its  latest  canvass  of  the  manufacturing  industries  besides  conducting 
numerous  other  inquiries  which  it  is  directed  by  law  to  make  at 
regular  intervals.  The  preliminary  figures  from  the  manufactures 
census — which  show  that  during  the  calendar  year  1914  the  manu- 
facturing industries  of  this  country  turned  out  products  valued  at 
more  than  $24,000,000,000  and  gave  employment  to  more  than  8,000,- 
000  persons,  to  whom  were  paid  approximately  $6,367,000,000  in 
salaries  and  wages — were  published  at  earlier  dates,  relatively  to  the 
period  covered,  than  the  corresponding  ones  for  preceding  censuses 
The  bureau  has  begun  the  issuance  of  the  final  reports  in  the  fwin 
of  a  series  of  bulletins  which  will  later  be  bound  together  in  large 
volumes. 

Three  important  investigations  are  planned  for  the  coming  year- 
one  relating  to  transportation  by  water,  another  to  religious  bodies, 
and  a  third,  if  authorized  by  the  passage  of  a  joint  resolution  nov 
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pending  in  Congress,  to  marriage  and  divorce.    The  first  two  of 
these  inquiries  are,  under  the  law,  made  at  decennial  intervals 

Hew  Dlvltion  of  Cottoa  and  Tobacco  Statlitict. 

A  new  division — ^the  Division  of  Cotton  and  Tobacco  Statistics — 
which  has  been  created  in  the  Census  Bureau  in  pursuance  of  a  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  last  appropriation  act,  will  have  charge  of  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  work  heretofore  carried  on  in  the  Division  of 
Manufactures.  The  same  act  directs  the  collection  and  publication 
of  statistics  relating  to  stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  at  quarterly  intervals 
instead  of  semiannually  as  heretofore.  Reports  are  to  be  issued  at 
intervals  of  three  months  in  which  will  be  given  statistics  as  to  the 
amounts  of  cotton,  linters,  cotton  waste,  and  hull  fiber  consumed  in 
the  manufacture  of  explosives  and  of  absorbent  and  medicated  cot- 
ton; and  monthly -reports  relating  to  cotton  seed  and  its  products 
will  be  published. 

The  annual  collection  of  birth  statistics  from  a  "registration  area" 
embracing  nearly  one-third  of  the  total  population  of  the  country 
has  been  begun  by  the  bureau;  the  first  report  on  this  subject  will 
relate  to  the  calendar  year  1915.  A  special  inquiry  to  be  undertaken 
in  the  near  future  will  relate  to  the  cost  of  city  cartage  as  a  factor 
in  the  cost  of  living.  Little  is  now  known  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
this  factor  contributes  to  the  total  cost  of  transportation  and  distri- 
bution. 

STATISTICS  OF  SIAMESE  ITOBTHESIT  BAIIWAT. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Sept.  26.] 

The  report  of  the  operation  of  the  Siamese  Northern  Railway  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  has  been  published.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  the  total  length  of  the  line  open  for  traffic  was  871.7 
kilometers  (541.6  miles),  of  which  35.7  kilometers  had  been  opened 
during  the  year. 

The  gross  receipts  amounted  to  $1,811,294,  against  $1,662,593  in 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  net  profit,  after  making  deductions  for 
the  renovation  fund,  amounted  to  5.28  per  cent  on  the  capital  outlay 
of  $21,599,721  on  all  the  open  lines  at  the  close  of  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  4.74  per  cent  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  ordinary  passengers  carried  was  2,609,730,  an 
increase  of  179,234,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  quan- 
tity of  goods  carried  was  380,757  tons,  an  increase  of  12,602  tons 
over  last  year.  The  live  stock  transported  amounted  to  105,533  head, 
an  increase  of  28,469. 

Among  the  commodities  carried  showing  an  increase  over  the 
preceding  year  were :  Betel  nuts,  679  tons ;  cement  and  cement  ware, 
688  tons;  coconuts,  645  tons;  kapi  (a  Siamese  condiment  made  from 
prawns),  424  tons;  salt,  2,248  tons;  rice,  2,512  tons.  A  new  item 
consisted  of  23,110  tons  of  marl  for  the  recently  established  cement 
factory. 

The  extension  of  the  northern  line  is  proceeding,  and  in  about  one 
year  it  is  expected  that  trains  will  be  running  as  far  as  Chiengmai, 
the  northern  capital  of  the  Kingdom. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OPFORTTJHITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  m«y  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  its  lUstrlet  ofllee*.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on«  separate  sheet  and  state  opportaaitr  na^Aer. 
The  Bnreao  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  talcen  in  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  offlcers ;  t  Reported  by  oonunerclal  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  }  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agency 23247 

Aniline  colors 28246 

Buttons 23241 

One  tor  chair  scats 23245 

Carbonic  acid  gas 2S248 

Chair  backs,  veneered 23245 

Chair  seats,  veneered 23245 

Combs 28241 

Drags  for  toilet  preparations 23246 

Oalvanized  iron  sheets 23242 

Garters 23241 

Gloves 23244 


Hosiery 23241 

Machinery,  soft  drink 2324J 

Needles 23S41 

OUs  for  toUet  preiiaiations 23U9 

Piece  goods ■ 2S344 

Pins 2W41 

Shoes 23241,  28S44 

Soap 2SS44 

Sprayers,  bottle 23248 

Tnbra,  collapsibie 3t>M 

Underwear 23241.  2M44 


23241.t — ^A  firm  In  Russia,  with  a  branch  office  In  the  United  States,  woold  like 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  women's 
shoes,  hosiery,  knit  underwear,  i^oves,  garters,  combs,  pins,  needles,  and 
buttons.    Reference. 

23242.* — A  hardware  merchant  In  Spain  desires  to  import  galvanized,  corru- 
gated, and  plain  iron  stieets.  Full  information  as  to  sizes,  shipping  and 
packing  Instructions,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  at  its 
District  Offices.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

23243.* — ^A  man  In  Canada  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of 
machinery  and  supplies  for  making  nonalcoholic  beverages.  He  also  widies 
liquid  carbonic  acid  gas.  Quotations  siiould  be  made  f.  o.  b.  factory.  Pay- 
ment will  be  made  in  cash.    Reference. 

23244.* — ^A  firm  In  Italy  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  boot^ 
shoes,  and  underwear  for  women  and  children ;  also  piece  goods,  soap,  and 
gloves.    Correspondence  may  be  in  Englisli.    Reference. 

23245.* — ^An  importer  in  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for  wholesale  quantltlM 
of  veneer  seats  and  backs  for  chairs  and  cane  for  chair  seats.  He  also 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  these 
articles.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Havre,  Bordeaux,  or  Marseille^ 
Cash  will  be  paid  upon  delivery  of  goods  at  seaport.  Veneer  seats  and 
backs  should  be  packed  in  crates  and  cane  in  oilcloth.  It  is  requested  that 
samples  be  submitted  by  post  Correspondence  in  English.  Two  samples 
of  the  quality  of  cane  and  a  catalogue  sliowing  the  kinds  of  backs  and  seats 
desired  may  be  in.spected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
file  No.  81967.)     References. 

23246.* — A  firm  In  Spain  which  manufactures  perfumes  and  toilet  articles 
would  like  to  commuulcate  with  American  exirorters  of  aniline  colors,  drugs, 
and  oils  used  in  the  manufacture  of  toilet  preparations.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  c.  I.  f.  Barcelona.    References. 

23247.* — ^A  man  In  Brazil  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters.    No  particular  line  Is  specified.    References. 

23248.* — A  manufacturer  of  pharmaceutical  products  In  Switzerland  Is  in  the 
market  fo-'  collapsible  tubes  and  sprayers  for  bottles.  Quotations  should 
be  made  c.  1.  f.  European  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents. 
Correspondence  in  French  or  German.    References. 


During  the  year  ended  November  30,  1916,  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Lighthouses  established  16  new  lighted  aids  and  14  unlighted 
aids,  30  in  all,  in  Alaskan  waters. 
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BKinSH  SEeiTLATIOir  OF  COFFES  SUFFIXES. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  Consnl  General  at  London,  dated  Dec.  9.1 

Minister  of  Munitions  forbids  the  purchase  or  sale,  except  for  car- 
rying out  of  existing  contracts,  and  all  negotiations  in  relation  to  sale 
or  purchase  of  copper  of  any  class,  wrought  or  unwrought,  situated 
outside  the  United  Kijigdom  without  special  j)ernut  from  the  Min- 
istry.  Minister  likewise  directs  return  to  Ministry,  not  later  than 
I>eoember  16,  reports  respecting  all  unwrought  copper  in  stock  or 
under  control,  unwrought  copper  due  for  future  delivery,  and  all 
contracts  except  for  sale  or  purchase  of  unwrought  copper. 

BBinSH  FLOITB-HILLnFa  BEGULATIOKS. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  Consul  General  at  London,  dated  Dec.  0.] 

From  January  1,  except  as  hereafter  stated,  only  flour  milled  ac- 
cording to  schedule  may  be  used  for  food  purposes.  Following  per- 
centage of  flour  must  oe  extracted :  From  American  wheat  No.  2 
Eed  Western  J6 ;  No.  2  Bed  Winter,  74 ;  No.  2  New  Hard  Winter,  76 ; 
No.  1  North  Duluthj  75 ;  No.  1  Northern  Manitoba  old  crop,  76 ;  No. 
2  ditto,  75 ;  No.  3  ditto,  78.  Imported  flour  which  does  not  comply 
with  the  foregoing  percentages  may  be  used  until  further  notice, 
provided  that  North  American  spring  wheat  flour  so  imported  is  not 
"whiter  than  sample  of  straight  rim  flour  manufactured  in  Glasgow, 
at  time  imported  flour  was  purcliased,  from  North  American  spring 
wheat  of  grade  not  lower  than  No.  3  North  Manitoba ;  provided  also 
that  other  wheat  flour  imported  is  not  whiter  than  sample  straight 
run  flour  manufactured  here  at  time  imported  flour  was  purchased. 
Flour  already  purchased  for  importation,  whether  arrived  or  not, 
•will  be  deemed  as  purchased  on  December  12. 

BECENT  FBENCH  CXJSTOHS  BEOULATIONS. 

The  requirement  imposed  by  the  French  Minister  of  Finance  that 
on  and  after  December  1  declarations  of  import  and  export  of  goods 
subject  to  specific  duty  and  also  of  those  exempt  from  duty  must 
state  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  place  and  time  of  presentation  to 
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the  customs  was  reported  briefly  by  the  Consul  Greneral,  as  an- 
nounced in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  31. 

Additional  information  on  the  same  subject  has  been  received  from 
the  Commercial  Attach^  at  Paris,  who  states  that  the  new  regulation 
is  independent  of  the  requirements  for  application  of  custom  duties, 
and  discusses  the  necessity  of  the  new  rulmg  as  follows : 

In  tlie  monthly  statistical  reports  of  the  customs  aiithoritiea,  the  values  of 
imports  and  exports  i\vo  calculated  according  to  average  valuations  fixed  Iiy  a 
permanent  commission  on  customs  valuations.  During  the  first  month  of  eadi 
year,  In  the  absence  of  o  fixed  scale  of  values  applicable  to  the  current  year, 
use  is  made  of  the  estimated  value  adopted  for  the  preceding  year.  Ttiew 
estimated  values  are  frequently  at  considerable  varalnce  with  the  actual  pricei 
of  Imported  goods.  In  ordinary  times  this  Inaccuracy  is  not  serious,  in  view  <rf 
the  fact  that  price  differences  from  year  to  year  are  not  as  a  rule  considerable. 
Since  the  Imglnning  of  the  war,  however,  the  general  level  of  prices  has  risen  so 
considerably  that  in  some  instances  present  prices  are  double  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  1914,  whereas  there  has  been  little  or  no  change  in  the  estimated 
values  used  as  a  basis  for  the  computations  of  the  customs  authorities. 

Statement  of  Settlnatioa  of  Imported  Xerchandlte. 

The  commercial  attach^  has  also  reported  the  issuance  of  a  decree, 
dated  November  14,  and  effective  on  January  1,  1917,  which  estab- 
lishes the  following  regulation : 

Importers  of  merclmndlse  of  foreign  manufacture  or  origin  are  required  to 
Indicate,  in  their  declaration  to  the  customs  acthorites,  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  persons  or  firms  for  whom  these  goods  are  intended,  and  to  state 
whether  or  not  the  goods  are  intended  for  tlie  Government  or  for  enterprises 
worldng  for  the  Government.  To  determine  the  accuracy  of  these  statementi^ 
tlie  customs  authorities  may  require  the  exhibition  of  shipping  documents,  con- 
tracts, and  other  necessary  documents.  In  case  of  doubt,  the  customs  authori- 
ties are  authorized  to  place  the  goods  under  bond. 


STTTDY  OF  CABTAQE  AS  EACTOB  IS  UVING  COST. 

A  report  on  the  preliminary  survey  concerning  the  subject  of  city 
cartage  or  local  distribution  of  commodities  has  oeen  made  to  SeCTC- 
tary  of  Commerce  Redfield  by  Director  Sam.  L.  Rogers,  of  the  Unit«i 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census.  The  results  of  this  investigatiMi,  whidi 
was  made  in  the  city  of  Washington,  confirm  the  general  impression 
that  the  cost  of  city  cartage  is  a  factor  of  considerable  magnitude  in 
the  price  paid  by  the  consumer,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Secretary  Red- 
field,  justify  the  Census  Bureau  in  selecting  some  representative  city 
or  cities  and  detailing  experts  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  more  com- 
prehensive study  of  tlie  subject  of  delivery  cost  in  relation  to  the  price 
of  commodities. 

For  the  four  selected  classes  of  merchandise  covered  by  the  prelim- 
inary survey — ice,  coal  and  wood,  milk,  and  department-store  mer- 
chandise— representing  total  gross  sales  of  about  $6,000,000,  the  cost 
of  delivery  alone  amounted  to  nearly  $500,000,  or  about  8  per  cent,  ac- 
cording to  the  figures  compiled.  It  is  the  Secretarjr's  belief  that  in 
this  single  phase  of  cost  great  economies  are  possible,  and  he  also 
believes  that  the  survey  of  the  selected  city  or  cities — revealing,  as  it 
doubtless  will,  the  very  considerable  proportion  which  the  cost  of  cart- 
age contributes  to  retail  prices — will  focus  the  attention  of  consumers 
upon  the  great  saving  to  be  effected  by  eliminating  duplication  and 
thus  be  of  distinct  aid  in  reducing  the  cost  of  living. 
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COFFEE  EXPOBTATION  FBOH  COSTA  RIGA. 

[Consul  Benjamlo  F.  Chase,  San  Joat,  Not.  25.] 

According  to  an  official  publication  just  issued,  the  total  exporta- 
tion of  coffee  from  all  Costa  Eica  during  the  past  season  (August, 
1915,  to  April,  1916)  was  37,1.'54,182  pounds  gross,  or  33,853,707 
pounds  net,  of  which  66.34  per  cent  was  fully  trcat<Kl  and  33.66  per 
cent  was  with  the  parchment  covering.  The  coffee  shipped  "  in 
parchment "  has  had  the  fermentation  and  the  drying  processes,  but 
no  other.  It  is  called  Pergamino.  That  fully  machined  is  called 
Beneficiado.  In  figuring  net  weight  a  reduction  of  18  per  cent  is 
made  for  the  parchment-covered  coffee,  and  there  is  also  an  allow- 
ance for  tare.  How  this  quantity  compares  with  exports  in  preceding 
seasons  the  following  table  discloses: 


Season. 


Pergamino.  Beneflelado.      Total. 


M06-7. 
1907-8.. 
19S»-9. 
1900-10 
1910-I1. 
im-12 
in2-13. 

laa-u. 

1914-lfi. 
19U-16. 


rnu7l(lt. 

rnvnJt. 

21,f3:i.<y!S 

16,.VV1 

275 

12,  .1 '2, '189 

7.:tr', 

(176 

12.tl,VI.»l 

14  ■:< 

m 

l.S.S'T.JIS 

13 

m 

17,IIM  l«S 

10 

129 

13.  Hi'    39 

13 

LM 

io.::i  161 

17 

147 

I9,iy-.,  )12 

30.  ij.:. 

KO 

12,0ii(,0»2 

14,21.] 

,:t45 

12,40K,0M 

«,1'3 

178 

Ptunit. 
38,196,253 
19,792,065 
26,521,836 
31,73i),785 
27,868,974 
26,979,893 
28,702,108 
89,050,444 
26,910,407 
37, 134, 182 


Of  the  amount  exported  in  1915-16,  the  United  Kingdom  took 
50.20  per  cent,  the  United  States  42.19  per  cent,  and  the  remainder 
■was  sent  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Panama,  and  Cliile.  Almost  half 
of  the  entire  production  is  from  the  Province  of  San  Jose. 

No  estimate  is  issued  of  the  approximate  crop  for  the  pi-esent  sea- 
son. Har\'esting  in  some  parts  of  the  country  is  now  under  way; 
that  of  this  immediate  region  will  soon  begin. 


EXPOETS  OF  COTTON. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ending  December  9,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 


Georgia , 

Massachusetts.. 

Maryland 

NewYorIc 

North  Carolina 
Philadelphia.. 
South  Carolina. 


Bales. 


12,482 
6,337 
15,233 
11,741 
0 
3,980 
3,100 


Districts. 


VirBinfa 

Galveston 

New  Orleans . 
San  Fnancisco 
Washington . . 

Total... 


Bales. 


710 

56,893 

26,571 

7,641 

1,924 


146,611 


The  exports  of  146,611  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  2,715,265  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  98,681  bales  for  uie  week  and  1,985,552  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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WAS  DEVELOPS  JAPAS^  CO&AI  IHBirSTBT. 

[Vice  Consul  Henry  B.  Hitchcock,  NagmsaU,  Not.  16.] 

The  coral  industry  of  Japan  has  received  a  strong  stimulus  from 
the  European  war.  Previously  this  country  export^  about  half  of 
its  crude  coral  to  Italy,  where  there  was  a  steady  demand  for  it  on 
account  of  the  practical  exhaustion  of  the  coral  beds  in  the  Medito*- 
ranean.  Skilled  Italian  workmen  carved  the  coral  into  the  variwis 
forms  demanded  by  the  fashions  and  tastes  of  the  Occident.  As 
Italian-carved  coral  it  was  sold  through  Dutch  distributers  to  tiie 
whole  world. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  has  been  a  natural  decrease  in 
the  demand  for  carved  coral,  but  the  chief  difficulty  encountered  in 
supplying  the  market  has  been  that  of  making  dim:t  shipments  of 
crude  coral  from  Japan  to  Italy.  Usually  it  has  been  necessary  to 
make  one  or  two  transshipments  en  route,  with  incidental  expense  and 
delays.  This  produced  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  exported  to  Italy. 
The  resulting  situation  caused  the  Japanese  to  fall  back  on  their  own 
resources  in  undertaking  to  absorb  the  surplus  of  crude  coral  left  in 
the  home  markets. 
lUUant  VamiUar  With  Occidental  Dcmandt. 

The  Italian  dominance  in  the  coral  industry  has  been  due  to  pri- 
ority in  the  field  and  to  a  knowledge  of  the  styles  of  carving  in  de- 
mand among  Occidental  buyers.  Japan  has  been  handicapped,  not  by 
a  lack  of  skill  in  carving  (for  it  is  in  the  domain  of  small  carvings 
that  Japan  has  been  recogmzed  as  supreme)  but  by  failure  to  have  an 
up-to-date  knowledge  of  Occidental  fashions  and  tastes.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  teach  artisans  already  skilled  in  carving  ivory  and  wood 
to  work  with  a  new  medium.  But  the  Japanese  have  not  ventured  to 
produce  any  manufactured  coral  except  what  was  suited  for  sale  in 
the  home  market.  This  has  been  practically  limited  to  beads  and 
netsuke  (small  buttons  used  as  ornaments  on  the  strings  of  tobacco 
pouches).  The  beads  are  of  all  sizes  and  are  sold  in  strings  of  3  or  4 
inches  in  length,  as  hair  ornaments  for  women.  Large  single  beads, 
from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  are  used  as 
the  heads  of  large  ornamental  hairpins  much  in  favor  among  Japa- 
nese women.  In  the  manufacture  of  coral  beads  the  Japanese  are  rec- 
ognized as  the  equals  if  not  the  superiors  of  the  Italian  workmen. 

A  realization  of  the  opportunity  created  by  the  war  for  Japan  to 
take  the  place  of  Italy  in  the  production  of  carved  coral  has  led  the 
Japanese  Government,  througn  the  marine  experiment  stations,  to 
undertake  the  training  of  artisans  in  the  carving  of  coral  for  sale  in 
Europe  and  America.  It  is  hoped  by  this  measure  to  increase  the 
value  of  coral  exports  from  the  $500,000  received  each  year  for  the 
crude  coral  exported,  to  $35,000,000  for  exports  consisting  entirely 
of  carved  coral. 
Special  Agent  Assists  in  Developing  Industry. 

A  special  agent  of  the  Imperial  Fisheries  Bureau  is  detailed  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  the  industry  in  the  Goto  district  of 
Nagasalci  Prefecture,  where  new  coral  beds  of  exceptionally  hiA 
productivity  were  recently  discovered.  He  also  has  charge  of  Se 
instruction  of  the  apprentices,  now  about  20  in  number,  in  the 
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carving  of  coral.  After  the  Goto  district,  the  ProTinces  of  Tosa, 
Satsiima,  and  Miyazaki  follow  in  order  of  importance  as  centers  of 
the  coral  industry. 

The  coral  beds  are  worked  bv  divers  in  the  employ  of  a  master 
diver  wlio  receives  the  take  as  it  conies  in,  grades  it,  and  when  a 
sufficient  amount  has  been  obtained,  asks  for  bids  on  the  lots  of 
each  grade.  Kepresentatives  of  the  leading  e-xporting  and  wholesale 
firms  are  always  at  hand  during  the  season  the  best  coral  is  taken, 
to  inspect  the  .take  and  proffer  bids.  The  total  annual  take  is  about 
65.000  pounds,  valued  at  $700,000. 

The  color  of  the  coral  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  value  placed 
upon  it.  The  most  expensive  is  "bok^,"  a  pale  quince  color.  Single 
beads  of  this  color,  suitable  for  manufacture  into  ornamental  hair- 
pins, bring  from  $10  to  $50  each.  The  next  color  in  value  is  pink, 
followed  by  white,  light  red,  and  dark  red. 


SWEDISH  CITT  PLANS  TAB  SXmFACIirO  FOB  STBEETS. 

[Consnl  B.  M.  Rasmusen,  Gotetrarg,  Nor.  15.] 

In  Goteborg's  budget  for  1916  is  a  provisional  allowance  of  40,000 
crowns  ($10,700)  to  me  Street  and  Road  Department  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  certain  streets  and  promenades  with  coal  tar.  Attached 
to  the  budget  is  a  memorandum  from  the  superintendent  of  streets 
and  road  work,  containing  the  following  statement : 

Streets  and  passageways  where  traffic  Is  li^ht  and  where  paving  and  other 
expensive  surfacing  can  not  be  taken  into  consideration  when  coated  with  coal 
tar  are  lees  dusty,  more  easUy  kept  clean,  and  the  cost  of  nmintenaDce  Is 
lower.  In  1914  a  sidewalk  on  Knngshojdagatan  was  tarred  as  nu  experiment, 
but  OS  the  tnr  obtained  from  the  gas  works  was  unsulted  for  the  purpose  tlie 
experiment  was  discontinued.  Experiments  were  resumed  in  1915  with  more 
suitable  tar,  and  apparently  with  satisfactory  results. 

Asphalt  is  Considered  TTasultable. 

Tar  surfacing  of  carriage  ways  or  streets  proper,  macadamizing,  rocmac  sur- 
facing, and  tar  macadamizing  have  been  used.  In  addition  some  ordinnrr 
macadam  streets  have  l>een  surface  coated  or  sprinkled  with  tar.  At  other 
places  in  Sweden,  asphalt,  a  mixture  of  sand  and  asphalt,  wooden  blocks,  con- 
crete, or  a  mixture  of  asplialt  and  crushed  stone  have  been  employed.  Asphalt 
Is  considered  unsuitable  here  for  several  reasons.  The  mixture  of  sand  and 
asphalt  has  not  been  sufficiently  tested.  Wooden  blocks,  requiring  foundation 
or  concrete  backing,  are  expensive  and  unhygienic.  On  account  of  tl>e  loose 
ground  here,  concrete  carriage  drives  can  not  be  made  durable  without  expen- 
sive reinforcement.  Of  the  methods  not  tried,  there  remains  then  only  the 
mixture  of  macadam,  stone,  and  asphalt.  This  probably  would  be  suitable  for 
streets  on  wliich  a  dust-free  and  noiseless  surface  is  desirable,  and  where  the 
traffic  is  so  heavy  that  surfacing  with  a  mixture  of  tar  and  crushed  stone  is 
not  sufficiently  strong. 

Treatment  Proposed  for  Streets  Having  Heavy  Traffic. 

Experiments  have  been  made  in  recent  years  with  the  preparations  called 
rocmac,  but  they  were  discontinued  and  coal  tar  substituted. 

The  appropriations  for  the  maintenance  of  streets  have  been  inadequate  as 
a  rule,  and  the  change  from  the  old  system  to  tar  surfacing  has  been  carried 
on  to  a  limited  extent  only.  The  exi)eriments  with  tar  coating  have  been  car- 
ried on  so  long,  and  with  such  good  results,  that  the  time  is  now  favorable  for 
surfacing  streets  where  the  traffic  is  heavy  with  asphalt  and  crushed  stone,  or 
coal  tar  and  crushed  stone,  and  for  sprinkling  the  streets  with  coal  tar.  Fur- 
thermore, the  treatment  of  gravel  paths  with  tar  has  shown  such  good  results 
that  it  ought  to  be  continued  on  a  larger  scale. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


982  OOMMEBGE  BBPOBTB. 

HAHT  HEW  AXESICAH  AIDS  TO  NAVIOATIOir. 

A  net  increase  of  412  in  the  total  namber  of  aids  to  navigation 
maintained  by  the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30,  191G,  is  shown  by  the  Commissioner  of  Lighthouses  in  his  annual 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce. 

Several  new  works  under  special  appropriations  were  completed 
during  the  year,  as  follows:  Point  Judith  Breakwater  lights,  K.  I.; 
Fort  McHcnry  channel  lights,  Md.;  Norfolk  Harbor  bghts,  Va.; 
Atchafalaya  Entrance  lights,  La.;  and  Ashland  Breakwater  light 
and  fog  signal.  Wis.  Other  construction  work  was  in  progress  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  most  important  items  being  the  new 
lighthouses  for  Cape  St.  Elias,  Alaska,  and  Navassa  Island,  West 
Indies.  W'hile  far  apart  in  location,  these  stations  present  somewhat 
similar  problems  by  reason  of  their  unusual  remoteness  and  inacces- 
sibility, under  widely  different  conditions.  Good  progress  has  been 
made  on  both.  The  light  at  Capt  St.  Elias  went  into  commission  in 
September,  1916,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  light  at  Navassa  will  be 
ready  in  the  spring  of  1917. 
Systematic  Xethodt  of  ImproTement. 

Improvements  in  aids  to  navigation  have  been  made  during  the 
year  as  follows :  Flashing  or  occulting  lights  were  installed  in  place 
of  fixed  lights  at  49  stations;  incandescent  oil-vapor  lights  were  sub- 
stituted for  oil-wick  lamps  at  19  stations;  acetylene  or  oil-gas  lights 
were  substituted  for  oil  lights  at  44  stations,  including  two  h^t 
vessels.  New  lighthouses,  with  fog  signals,  were  established  at  Bon- 
dout  North  Dike,  Hudson  River,  N.  Y.,  and  Point  au  Fer  Reef, 
Atchafalaya  Entrance,  La.  It  is  believed  that  systematic  methods 
of  improvement  and  the  use  of  modern  apparatus  in  increasing  the 
number  and  brilliancy  of  aids  have  been  of  value  to  the  safety  ot 
commerce. 

The  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  maintains  aids  to  naviga- 
tion on  all  coasts  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  except 
the  Philippine  Islands  and  Panama,  and  also  on  the  principal  in- 
terior rivers.  This  service  is  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  aids 
to  navigation  along  47,192  statute  miles  of  coast  line  and  river  chan- 
nel. On  June  30,  1916,  there  were  5,791  persons  employed  in  the 
service,  including  123  in  the  technical  force,  147  in  the  clerical  force, 
and  5,521  employees  connected  with  depots,  lighthouses,  and  vessels. 
The  total  number  of  aids  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  14,947.  Of  these 
5,323  are  lights  of  all  classes  and  584  are  fog  signals.  The  total 
nmnbcr  of  aids  in  Alaska,  comprising  lights,  fog  signals,  buoys,  and 
daymarks,  in  commission  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  388,  in- 
cluding 147  lights. 

Devices  for  automatically  replacing  burnt-out  incandescent  electric 
lamps  have  been  developed  and  installed.  Experiments  were  made 
to  investigate  the  reliability  of  obtaining  distances  at  sea  by  observ- 
ing the  elapsed  time  between  radio  and  sound  signals  dispatched 
simultaneously.  Semaphore  signals  were  installed  for  the  first  time 
in  the  Lighthouse  Service  to  assist  in  regulating  vessel  traffic  in  con- 
gested portions  of  the  Detroit  River,  Mich. 
Consult  Heeds  of  Xaritlme  Interests  of  Country. 

In  accordance  with  the  established  custom  of  the  service,  effort 
has  been  continued  to  consult  the  needs  of  maritime  interests  and  ta 
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cooperate  effectively  with  other  branches  of  the  Government  in  re- 
lated work.  Deck  officers  of  lighthouse  tenders  assisted  in  examina- 
tions under  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  of  applicants  for  cer- 
tificates as  lifeboat  men  required  by  the  seaman's  act,  and  advice  was 
given  as  requested  in  connection  with  construction  and  repair  of  ves- 
sels belonging  to  other  maritime  services  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce. 

During  the  year  45  tenders  and  66  light  vessels  were  in  commission. 
The  new  tender  Rose  was  completed  and  immediately  placed  on  duty 
for  service  in  the  bays  and  sounds  of  Washington  and  Oregon.  Two 
new  light  vessels  were  nearly  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year — No. 
101,  on  Cape  Charles,  entrance  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  Va.,  and  No.  102, 
at  Southwest  Pass,  entrance  to  Mississippi  River,  La.  The  follow- 
ing new  vessels  are  also  under  construction:  The  first-class  tender 
Cedar,  for  Alaska ;  the  shallow-draft  tender  Paltivetto,  for  service  in 
the  inside  waters  of  the  south  Atlantic  coast;  and  light  vessel  No. 
99,  for  relief  duty  on  the  Great  Lakes.  Services  in  saving  life  and 
property  were  rendered  and  acts  of  heroism  performed  by  employees 
of  the  Lighthouse  Service  on  161  occasions. 

ReccMnmendation  is  renewed  for  legislation  authorizing  the  retire- 
ment of  employees  of  the  Lighthouse  Servic*  on  account  of  age  or 
disability  incident  to  their  work,  which  is  the  practice  of  the  light- 
house services  of  many  other  countries.  A  bill  providing  for  the  re- 
tirement of  aged  persons  in  the  Lighthouse  Service  was  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  Senate  in  April,  1916,  but  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Recommendation  is  also  made  for 
an  increase  of  salary  for  lighthouse  inspectors,  who  are  considered 
underpaid  in  view  of  the  important  responsibilities  borne  by  them. 

The  appropriations  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Lighthouse  Service 
for  the  fiscal  year  1916  ai-e  $5,239,030,  being  $75,000  in  excess  of  those 
for  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  In  addition,  there  are  special  appropri- 
ations aggregating  $999,000,  for  various  new  works,  including  also 
two  appropriations  amounting  to  $325,000,  for  repairs  necessitated 
by  hurricane  damage  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


GOVEBNllEirr  FUBUCATIOIIS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  superintendent  of  documents  at  Washington  during  tlie 
week  ended  December  9 : 

Specifications  and  Tolerances  for  Weights  and  ifcasHrea  and  Wci{fhing  and 
Measuring  Devices  (Standards  Bureau  Circular  61). — Kequireuieiits  for  linear, 
liquid,  and  dry  measures,  and  for  scales  and  weights  recouiuieiided  for  adoption 
by  the  several  States.    Price,  10  cents. 

Determination  of  the  Degree  of  Vniformitg  of  Bars  for  Magnetic  Standards 
(Standards  Bureau  Scientific  Papers  295). — Describes  apparatus  for  obtaining 
the  magnetic  uniformity  along  the  length  of  a  straight  bar  with  the  results  of 
observations  and  tests.    Price,  10  cents. 

Artificial  Dyestuffs  Used  in  the  United  States  (Special  Agents  Series  121). — 
Report  on  dyestuffs  employed  in  textile,  paper,  ink,  fur,  feather,  paint,  and 
other  Industries,  with  quantity  and  value  of  imports  and  domestic  production 
during  the  fiscal  year  1913-14.  Price,  30  gents. 

Survey  of  the  Fishing  Grounds  on  the  Coasts  of  Washington  and  Oregon, 
J915  (Fisheries  Document  835).— Contains  data  obtained  on  cruise  of  steamer 
Albatross  to  determine  location  of  new  or  unlcnown  fishing  banks,  with  charts 
of  the  coast  from  Gape  Flatery  to  Coos  Bay.    Price,  15  cents. 
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BOLLAS  EXCHAHOE  IH  WE8TEBJS  OBEECE. 

(Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Fatraa,  Not.  0.] 

The  following  table  is  based  upon  the  exchange  quotations  of  the 
four  leading  banks  of  Patras  for  this  day: 


Moneys. 

Buyln;  rate. 

SelUncrate. 

P«roeohl 
valae. 

Dollar. 

Drechmtt$. 

5.14 

24.50 

.88 

.78 

DrwAma*. 

S.W 

24.55 

.S85 

.80 

Dradmat. 
SlI8I 

SS.Sli 

Friiiic 

i.on 

Lira 

Lttt 

From  this  tabulation  it  will  b^  seen  that  the  dollar  still  holds  lead- 
ing place.  One  of  the  banks  of  this  district,  which  estimates  that  it 
handles  60  to  75  per  cent  of  the  banking  business  done  with  Uie 
American  market,  states  that  90  per  cent  of  its  foreign  business  this 
year  has  been  transacted  in  dollars.  This  is  significant  when  it  is 
known  that  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Patras  district 
for  the  first  10  months  of  1916  have  amounted  in  value  to  $1,500,000 
and  imports  fi-om  America  to  perhaps  $3,000,000  or  $4,000,000,  and 
that  up  to  a  little  over  a  year  ago  practically  all  Patras- American 
trade  was  done  in  pounds  sterling  or  francs  via  London  or  Paris. 
Direct  banking  witn  America  in  dollars  has  therefore  made  veiy 
satisfactory  progress  so  far  as  the  trade  of  this  district  is  OHicemed. 

Of  incidental  interest  in  connection  with  exchange  is  the  stability 
of  the  Greek  drachma.  In  spite  of  the  many  troubles  that  have  besrt 
the  country  during  the  past  two  years,  disturbing  both  its  foreign 
and  its  domestic  conditions,  the  drachma  has  not  depreciated  on 
exchange. 

PUBLICATION  WOBE  OF  BEFABTHEirT  OF  COHHEBCE. 

The  actual  cost  of  all  printing  and  binding  for  the  Department  of 
Commerce  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  was  $389,805, 
according  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Pub- 
lications to  the  Secretary.  Compared  with  the  cost  for  the  preceding 
year,  which  was  $399,999,  this  is  a  decrease  of  more  than  $10,000. 
However,  there  was  an  actual  increase  of  $6,806  for  the  department 
us  at  present  constituted,  becOiUse  the  amount  for  1915  includes 
$17,000  expended  for  the  Bureau  of  Corporations,  which  is  now  in  the 
Federal  Trade  Conunission  and  not  connected  with  the  department. 

For  the  publications  of  the  department — that  is,  for  the  reports 
and  pamphlets — there  was  expended  $309,652  during  the  fiscal  year 
1916,  as  compared  with  $301,666  in  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of 
less  than  3  per  cent.  The  number  of  different  puolications  issued  in 
1916  was  1,945,  an  increase  of  over  87  per  cent;  the  number  of  copies 
of  publications  printed  was  7,124,035,  an  increase  of  over  89  per  cent, 
whde  the  numoer  of  pages  was  61,702,  an  increase  of  less  than  1 
per  cent.  The  average  edition  of  the  publications  in  1916  was  3,662 
copies,  against  3,616  in  1915,  and  the  average  number  of  pages  for 
the  1916  publications  was  32,  compared  witii  69  for  those  oi  1915. 
Free  Dlstrlbntion  of  PabUoation*  Curtailed. 

The  free  distribution  of  the  department's  publications  has  been 
considerably  curtailed,  and  as  a  consequence  it  has  been  possible  to 
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reduce  the  editions  and  the  cost  of  printing  of  many  of  them.  Certain 
of  the  publications  which  appear  at  regular  intervals  are  sold  by  the 
superintendent  of  documents  on  a  subscription  basis  and  the  others 
are  practically  all  sold  at  flat  rates,  though  free  distribution  of  small 
editions  is  also  made  by  the  department  to  certain  well-defined  classes. 
During  the  past  fiscal  year  there  were  89,747  copies  of  the  depart- 
ment's publications  distributed  by  the  superintendent  of  documents 
through  the  medium  of  miscellaneous  sales,  compared  with  43,370 
in  1915;  and  3,280,888  through  subscriptions,  against  1,348,741  in 
1915.  Keceipts  from  miscellaneous  sales  increased  from  $9,603  in 
1915  to  $17,719  in  1916,  and  receipts  from  subscriptions  increased 
from  $12,674  in  1915  to  $26,508  in  1916.  Receipts  from  both  sources 
were  $22,278  in  1915  and  $44,227  in  1916,  an  increase  of  $21,949,  or 
nearly  100  per  cent.  With  reference  to  this  particular  part  of  tho 
department's  publication  work,  Secretary  Redneld  has  the  following 
to  say : 

The  most  significant  feature  of  these  figures  has  to  do  with  the  amount  saved 
to  the  department  la  expendlturos  for  printing.  It  Is  safe  to  say  that  were  tlie 
dq>artment's  publications  distributed  on  a  strictly  free  basis  four  publications 
would  be  given  away  where  now  only  one  Is  sold.  One  seldom  buys  what  he 
does  not  want,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  modesty  is  rarely  displayed  In  asking 
for  something  which  may  be  had  for  nothing,  even  though  the  free  article  has 
no  value  and  is  utterly  lacking  in  interest  to  the  recipient.  And  as  a  result 
Instead  of  more  than  $44,000  coming  back  into  the  Treasury  probably  $175,000 
more  printing  money  would  have  been  required  in  1916  for  the  department  to 
meet  the  free  demand  and  there  would  still  be  the  costs  of  wrapping,  mailings 
transportation,  and  delivery  for  additional  millions  of  pamplilets,  a  large  propor- 
tion for  possible  itnmediate  consignment  to  waste  baskets. 


AMESICAH  CONSTTLAS  OITICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Exptn- 
tlonof 


Address. 


Albert,  Talbot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

BucVlln,  Ooorge  A 

Cbamberlln,  OeorKe  G 

Deichnran,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene 

Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  GcoreeC 

Jonkliis,  Douglas 

Latham,  (  biurlcs  L 

Lbtoe,  Soren 

Sunr.EmO 

Bmitb,  FeUx  Willooghby. 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  O.  Busselt 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

wmricb,  Qebbard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W... 


Hanover,  Germany. . , 
La  Gualra,  Venezuela 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana.. 

Santos,  Brazil 

fit.     Stephen,     New 
Brunswick. 

Barmen,  Germany 

Corinto,  Nicaragua. . . 

Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany... 
Tiflis,  Russia. 

Caleatta,  India. 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

St.  Pierre,  Ulqaelon.. 

Quebec,  Qoobeo. 

Athens,  Greece. 


Dee.  25 
Feb.  10 
Jan.  13 
Dee.  33 

Jan.  I 
Jan.   17 

Jan.  2 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do.... 

Feb.  1 
Dec.  15 

Jan.  IS 
Dec.  20 

Dec.  2S 

...do 

Deo.  n 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlln,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 

C/o  District  omcc.  Bureau  of  Foreign 
anri  Doracitic  Commerce,  5W  Federal 
Building,  Chicago,  III. 

123  Main  Street,  liridgcport  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Mendota,  Washington,  U.  C.  • 

"  Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

c/o  Mossmore  Kendell,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, Now  York  city. 

Department  of  State,  Washington.  D.  C. 

IIW  EucUd  Street  NW.,  Washington, 
D.C. 

223S  Q  Street,  Washington.  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Riehiaond,  Va. 
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HIOHEK  SATES  FBOM  CETLON  TO  EHOLAin). 

[Vice  Consul  Jobn  A.  Nye,  Colombo,  Oct.  26.] 

A  circular  which  has  been  directed  to  C!olombo  shippers  by  the 
Colombo  Homeward  Conference,  through  its  local  secretary,  con- 
tains the  following  announcement : 

The  stoamer  lines  constituting  the  Colombo  Homeward  CJonference  hereby 
give  notice  that,  on  Instructions  received  from  the  London  secretaries,  the 
rates  of  freiglit  on  all  cargo  to  the  United  Kingdom,  with,  at  present,  the  ei- 
cei)tion  of  te.n,  will  be  increased  by  20s.  ($4.86),  per  scale  ton,  by  all  steamers 
arriving  here  on  and  after  Noveml)er  1,  1916,  and  until  further  notice.  11« 
question  of  the  increase<l  rate  applying  to  tea  Is  under  consideration,  and 
(;hipi)er8  will  be  notified  in  due  course  as  to  the  decision.  The  rate  of  frei^ 
ou  coir  filler  or  plumbago  stowage  remains  the  same — Cs.  ($1.40)  per  ton  ot 
6  hundredweight  delivered. 

PositioB  of  Boofirli  Cargo  Declared  Xore  Desperate. 

Concerning  the  rise  in  freights,  the  Ceylon  Independent  of  Octo- 
ber 21,  1916,  has  the  following  comment: 

The  position  of  rough  cargo  is  growing  more  and  more  desperate,  and  freight 
is  growing  wonderfully  scarce.  The  coconut  oil  and  the  copra  markets  hare 
been  badly  hit  for  nearly  12  months,  and  the  rest  of  the  current  year  promises 
to  be  worse  for  them,  as  there  is  likely  to  be  no  tonnage  at  all.  And  in  this 
very  trying  situation  comes  the  news  that  the  freights  are  to  be  208.  ($4.86) 
up  next  month,  with  no  promise  of  finality  in  this  upward  tendency.  Both  in 
the  case  of  copra  and  that  of  desiccated  coconut  the  freight  is  already  con- 
siderably over  the  market  price  of  the  products,  and  with  the  threat  of  a  rise 
of  a  pound  ($4.86)  a  shipping  ton  these  Industries  may  as  well  be  considered 
doometl.  *  *  »  The  shortage  of  tonnage  Is  said  to  be  due  to  liners  loading 
up  at  the  Far  Elastern  ports  where  the  rates  are  more  favorable  We  do  not 
know  how  far  this  is  really  so,  but  local  shippers  hold  large  stocks  of  copra. 
for  Marseille,  and  the  freights  are  already  160s.  ($38.93)  for  every  12  hundred- 
weight There  are  also  very  large  offerings  for  Vladivostok  of  tea,  plumbago, 
copra,  and  coconut  oil,  but  the  tonnage  is  hopelessly  inadequate.  •  •  • 
The  present  state  of  affairs  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  good  long  while  yet,  and 
to  grow  in  severity  rather  than  otherwise. 


LACE  AND  HOSIEBY  TSADE  DT  NOTTINOHAX  BISTBICT. 

[Vice  Consul  Leroy  Webber,  Nottlngbam,  England,  Nov.  24.] 

American  buyers  have  placed  very  large  orders  during  the  past 
week  for  Calais  Valenciennes,  torchons,  and  filet  effects,  chiefly  in 
the  medium  qualities.  The  recent  increases  in  the  price  of  cotton 
will  in  all  probability  make  deliveries  very  difficult  to  obtain.  The 
demand  for  floimcings,  allovers,  and  Barmen  imitation  goods  has 
diminished.  There  are  not  many  orders  for  fancy  laces,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  from  South  Ainerica. 

Plain-net  makers  and  finishers  are  at  present  busily  engaged  in 
filling  the  large  order  placed  by  the  British  Government  for  mos- 
quito nets.  Little  business  is  being  done  by  curtain  manufacturers, 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  cotton  market  and  the  consequent 
difficulty  in  costing  goods. 

The  steady  demand  for  tinderwear  has  enabled  the  hosiery  manu- 
facturers to  keep  their  machines  steadily  employed. 

The  local  making-up  houses  have  recently  received  plenty  of  orders 
for  blouses  and  neckwear. 
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OTJATE]£AIAH  SUGAB  DTOUSTRT. 

[Consai  Samnel  C.  Rcat,  Guatemala  City,  Not.  27;  supplement  report  published  In  Coil- 
HEncB  BEPoars  tor  Dec.  8,  1916.] 

The  sugar  production  of  the  Republic  of  Guatemala  for  the  j'ear 
1916  will  amount  to  300,000  quintals  of  101.4  pounds  each.  The  sugar 
is  worth  $4.50  United  States  jp;old  per  quintal  in  the  Guatemala 
market,  and  the  total  value  of  this  year's  crop  will  therefore  be 
$1,360,000. 

Next  to  coflfee,  sugar  is  the  most  important  crop  of  Guatemala. 
While  the  cane  flourishes  in  almost  every  region  from  the  level  of 
the  sea  to  an  altitude  of  5,000  feet,  the  chief  sugar  districts  are  in 
the  Provinces  of  Escuintla,  Mazatenango,  and  Solola,  all  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  principal  variety  grown  in  the  Republic,  known 
as  "  Jamaiquina,"  was  brought  to  this  country  from  Jamaica.  It 
grows  luxuriantly,  frequently  reaching  a  height  of  8  feet  and  a 
diameter  of  2^  inches. 

Another  favorite  variety  which  is  planted  extensively  in  the  coast 
districts  is  known  at  "  Cristalina."  The  cane  is  usually  planted 
from  August  to  October,  but  it  can  also  be  planted  in  the  early  spring 
with  good  results. 

The  area  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  this  year  is  76,352 
acres.  The  average  production  is  about  42  quintals  per  acre.  As  yet 
the  production  of  sugar  in  the  Republic  is  mainly  in  the  hands  of 
natives.  There  are  some  Germain  and  British  owned  estates,  but  very 
few  plantations  controlled  by  American  capital. 

Quality  of  Sngar  Excellent — ^Industry  Expanding. 

In  the  Pacific  coast  region  there  are  20  sugar  mills,  each  having 
an  average  crushing  capacity  of  12,000  quintals,  or  600  tons,  per  day, 
and  several  smaller  mills.  The  maclunery  used  in  the  sugar  mills  is 
modem,  and  prior  to  the  European  war  it  was  imported  mainly  from 
England  and  Germany.  The  grades  of  sugar  manufactured  are  86  to 
89  brown  sugar  and  from  96  to  99  white  sugar.  The  quality  of  sugar 
produced  is  declared  to  be  excellent  and  there  is  a  large  local  demand 
for  the  product.  The  sugar  exported  is  principally  the  raw  product 
known  in  Guatemala  as  "moscabado"  (muscovado).  During  1915 
Guatemala  exported  109,188  quintals  of  sugar,  valued  at  $327,567. 
Of  this  amount  63,671  quintals  were  sent  to  the  United  States,  25,190 
quintals  to  Honduras,  and  the  remainder  to  Panama  and  other 
countries  of  Central  America. 

The  Guatemalan  sugar  industry  has  experienced  a  steady  growth 
and  development,  especially  during  the  past  few  years,  high  prices 
having  stimulated  growers  to  augment  their  production  by  increasing 
their  plantings  and  using  improved  methods  and  machinery.  So  far 
as  is  known  no  systematic  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  the 
varieties  of  cane  grown,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  the  Government  of  Guatemala  has  formulated  plans 
for  experimental  work  with  this  object  in  view. 

The  current  year  has  been  one  of  exceptional  prosperity  with  the 
sugar  planters,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  industry  will  continue 
to  develop  and  expand. 
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WOOI-TBABE  CONDITIONS  IN  BBADFOKD. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Nov.  23.] 

Uncertainty  in  regard  to  supplies  of  raw  wool  is  at  the  present  time 
the  dominating  factor  in  the  Bradford  market.  Government  control 
of  the  New  Zealand  wool  clip  was  foreshadowed  by  the  stoppage  of 
the  Christchurch  sale  and  the  embargo  on  wool  exports  from  New 
Zealand.  [A  cablegram  announcing  the  pui-chase  or  the  entire  New 
Zealand  wool  clip  by  the  British  Government  appeared  in  Com- 
merce Keports  for  Nov.  24,  1916.]  The  sales  in  London  closed  in 
a  sensational  manner,  prices  soaring  to  record  prices,  for  in  addition 
to  the  news  from  New  Zealand  tlie  situation  in  re^rd  to  Australian 
wool  is  also  greatly  complicated.  The  wool  most  in  demand  is  that 
which  does  not  require  to  go  through  the  lengthy  and  expensive 
process  of  carbonization  to  remove  foreign  matter,  and  it  is  for  that 
I'eason  that  the  export  of  Australian  hurry  merino  wool  to  the  United 
States  has  recently  been  permitted  [see  Uommerce  Beforts  for  Nov. 
14,  1916]. 

Such  wools  as  Welsh,  Kerry,  cheviots,  and  superlusters,  which 
are  obviously  not  suitable  for  military  purposes,  are  now  being  dis- 

?iosed  of  to  the  trade,  preference  being  given  to  those  requiring  them 
or  the  manufacture  of  goods  for  export.  It  seems  evident  that  the 
New  Zealand  clip  is  prererred  to  the  English  clip  for  producing  mili- 
tary cloths.  There  is  a  report  current  in  Bradford  that  the  embargo 
on  the  export  of  the  English  wool  clip  is  about  to  be  lifted,  and 
that  shippers  are  even  now  making  preliminary  arrangements  to 
ship  such  wool  to  the  United  States. 

Khaki  Order  Kay  Affeot  Tweed  Exports  to  ITnlted  States. 

The  statement  recently  published  in  the  London  Times  that  an 
order  for  khaki,  roughly  estimated  as  "anything  up  to  10,000,000 
yards,"  will  shortly  be  placed  by  the  War  Office  with  woolen  and 
worsted  manufacturers  in  the  West  Eiding  of  Yorkshire  was  not  un- 
expected. The  Dewsbury  correspondent  of  the  Yorkshire  Observer 
writes: 

There  are  indications  that  GovernmeDt  orders  are  to  be  spread  over  a  wldw 
area  than  formerly,  and  that  mills  which  were  engaged  In  manufacturing  the 
lower  grades  of  cloth  may  be  required  to  produce  khaki,  In  which  case  there 
will  be  a  further  disturbance  of  the  woolen  rag  and  shoddy  trades.  The  re- 
cent census  of  machinery  and  labor  should  have  placed  the  Government  in  a 
position  to  gauge  the  situation  accurately.  *  ♦  *  At  any  rate,  there  should 
be  no  iilnrni  caused  by  orders  for  anything  in  the  region  of  10,000,000  yards  of 
cloth,  for  Hint  quantity  can  be  easily  produced  by  the  West  Riding  mills  In  a 
very  reasonable  period. 

This  occupation  of  the  Heavy  Woolen  District  mills  in  the  manu- 
facture of  khaki  will  affect  the  exports  of  fancy  woolen  tweeds  to 
the  United  States.  For  some  time  past  large  orders  previously 
placed  by  American  firms  have  been  greatly  delayed  in  executioo, 
and  it  is  evident  that  such  delays  will  not  only  continue  but  may 
become  more  pronounced.  Makers  having  so  much  of  their  ma- 
chinery occupied  by  Government  work  are  not  in  a  good  position  to 
accept  export  orders. 
The  Uohair  Industry. 

The  following  statement  regarding  the  mohair  situation  is  taken 
from  an  article  recently  published  in  the  Yorkshire  Observer: 
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Before  the  war  the  bulk  of  the  mohair  dealt  with  In  England  was  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  astrakhans,  Sicilians,  plushes,  dress  materials,  linings,  brnlds, 
and  laces.  The  high  price  of  wool  led  to  a  demand  for  niohnir  for  blending 
purposes,  ond  while  the  price  of  mohair  remained  on  a  comparatively  low  level 
the  hair  was  freely  used  in  conjunction  with  wool  to  an  extent  that  had  not 
been  thought  worth  wlille  when  the  respective  values  of  wool  and  mohair  were 
on  a  pre-war  basis.  Large  quantities  of  mohair  were  sent  to  Leicester  to  be 
mixed  with  merino  wool,  and  the  results  were  entirely  satisfactory.  Moreover, 
it  was  found  that  alpaca  inferiors  could  be  blended  with  merinos  In  such  a  way 
as  to  produce  results  equal  to  those  obtained  from  Arequlpa  fleece,  and  develop- 
ments on  these  lines  proceetled  apace. 

Attention  is  now  l)elng  paid  to  various  processes  which  deaden  the  peculiar 
and  characteristic  luster  of  the  mohair.  Cloths  are  now  being  produced  which 
in  appearance  can  not  be  distinguished  from  worsle<l.s,  even  the  characteristic 
nap  of  the  latter  being  Imitated  in  a  remarkable  manner.  It  is  said  that  these 
cloths  possess  all  the  worsted's  qualities  for  hard  wear  and  thus  partly  replace 
the  more  expensive  article  made  entirely  from  wool. 

As  a  consequence  the  price  of  mohair  has  risen  in  sympathy  with  that  of 
wool.  All  supplies  from  Turkey  have  ceased  on  account  of  the  war.  Previously 
the  annual  Imports  of  Turkish  mohair  amounted  to  about  50,000  bags  (200 
pounds  per  bag).  The  Cape  clip  averages  about  40,000  bales  (550  pounds  per 
bale),  but  the  competition  of  American  buyers,  who  have  met  with  np  restric- 
tions of  export  on  their  purchase  in  that  market, -has  caused  the  price  to 
advance  considerably.  Gape  firsts  are  now  quoted  in  the  Wool  Record  at  24 
to  25  pence  (48  to  50  cents)  a  pound,  as  compared  with  13d.  (26  cents)  this  time 
last  year.  It  is  generally  believed  that,  as  Turkey  has  been  slaughtering  its 
goats,  at  least  five  years  will  elapse  after  the  declaration  of  peace  before  Turk- 
ish mohair  can  be  expected  to  come  to  England  in  normal  quantities.  In  the 
meantime  there  will  be  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  breetlers  in  South 
Africa  and  elsewhere  to  develop  their  flocks  and  increase  their  trade. 

Compnliory  lasurance  Ai^fthist  TTnemploymeiit. 

The  woolen  and  worsted  trade  recently  protested  against  the  pro- 
posed inclusion  of  that  trade  in  the  section  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act  providing  for  compulsory  insurance  against  unemployment,  and 
as  the  result  of  the  statements  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  a 
deputation  representing  200,000  workpeople  and  20  employers'  asso- 
ciations from  Yorkshire,  their  exclusion  was  permitted  upon  the 
employers  and  employees  agreeing  to  take  full  responsibility  for 
th(^  out  of  work  in  that  industry  after  the  war.  The  consensus  of 
local  opinion  is  that  the  question  of  unemployment  is  not  likely  to 
occur  after  the  war,  as  stocks  of  goods  throughout  the  world  will 
then  be  depleted  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  sure  to  be  a  good 
demand,  for  a  year  or  two  at  any  rate,  in  nearly  aU  branches  of  the 
ATOolen  and  worsted  industries.  Moreover,  these  industries  are  unlike 
the  shipbuilding,  general  building,  or  the  iron  and  engineering  trades, 
which  are  subject  to  violent  fluctuations  and  which  employ  only 
men  (mostly  heads  of  families),  whereas  the  great  majority  of  those 
employed  in  the  woolen  and  worsted  industries  (numbering  over 
2(X),000  workpeople)  are  women  and  children.  Kegularity  of  em- 
ployment is  not  of  the  same  importance  to  them  as  it  is  to  men  who 
are  heads  of  families.  There  is  said  to  be  no  seasonal  unemployment 
in  the  textile  industry ;  and  where  there  is  a  dearth  of  employment  a 
system  of  short  time  is  usually  resorted  to  until  the  good  trade  returns, 
in  that  way  few  people  being  thrown  altogether  out  of  work. 

As  illu-sti'ating  the  provision  already  made  against  unemployment 
by  firms  in  tliis  district,  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Dyers  pays 
ite  members  8s.  ($1.95)  per  week  out-of-work  pay,  and  each  month 
the  society  sends  ii  return  to  the  Bradford  Dyers'  Association 
of  the  total  amount  of  unemployment  payments  to  members.    The 
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latter  association  then  pays  8s.  per  week  to  each  employee  who  is 
out  of  work,  .bringing  the  total  weekly  sum  to  16s.  ($3.90)  eadi. 
Other  firms  have  similar  plans,  and  in  different  sections  of  the  indus- 
try schemes  of  this  character  are  under  consideration. 


PBOFOSALS  FOB  G0V££lOI£NT  STJFFLIES  ASH  COHSTBTJCTIOI. 

[Corrpspondonrc  sboold  ]w  direct  with  tbe  olBces  named,  and  spedflcattons  oin  nsfunr 
be  obtained  at  the  polnt8  wh<"rc  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  vtT- 
formetl.  In  caKCs  whore  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  Bubmit  tenders,  they 
sliould  asic  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  Ua 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  slmliar  nature.] 

Pifie  lumber,  No.  3882. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tbe  HississlHd 
River  CommlssloD,  United  States  Engineer  Office,  Custom  Honse,  MMnpWs, 
Tenn.,  until  January  2,  1917,  for  famisbing  771,000  feet,  boaid  measure, 
of  yellow-pine  lumber.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  aiH>Hcatlon  to 
tbe  above-named  office. 

Panama  Canal  tuppUes,  No.  3883. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
General  Purchasing  Officer,  Ttie  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
I>eceml)er  27,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  eltlter  Colon.  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (BaU>oa.  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  galvanized  steel,  iqHrlDg  sted, 
bucket  links,  rivets,  bolts,  tacks,  poultry  netting,  pipe  traps,  electric  cable 
and  wire,  steel  conduit  and  fittings,  electrical  fittings,  electric  meters, 
electric  fans,  reflectors,  slate  slabs,  insulating  tape,  spark  pings,  fire  ex- 
tinguisliers,  tally  registers,  hawsing  beetles,  rul>ber  boots,  leatlier,  ^ne, 
manganese  dioxide,  wrapping  paper,  blue-print  paper,  Iaml>er,  and  ties. 
(Circular  1106.) 

Scrap  metal,  etc.,  No.  3884. — Sealed  proposals  will  t>e  received  by  the  Ll^t- 
Itouse  Inspector,  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  for  sale  by  the  Lighthouse  Service 
of  condemaed  supplies,  scrap  metal,  etc.,  and  iron  columns,  ladder,  etc.,  at 
Hilo,  Hawaii.  Furtlier  information  may  be  Iiad  on  application  to  tlie 
above-named  office  at  311  McOaiuUess  BuUdiug,  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

Veterinary  svppliet.  No.  3885. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Oal^  until 
Deoeml>er  21, 1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "  D,"  Trans- 
port Dock,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Oal.,  oxalic  acid,  powdered  ak>es, 
powdered  alum,  andrcnaiin,  anttNipperine,  t>andages,  drenching  Iwttles, 
mercury,  cannabis  indica.  cantbarides,  veterinary  capsules,  nitrate  of 
silver,  powderetl  willow  charcoal,  flexible  collodion,  etc.  Specifications 
may  be  Iwd  on  application  to  tlie  above-named  office. 

Condemned  material.  No.  3886. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the  sale  of  condemned  material 
and  supplies.  Further  information  may  be  bad  on  appllcantion  to  the 
above-named  office. 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3887. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  General 
Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  War  Department,  115-123  East  Ontario 
Street,  Chicago,  III.,  until  December  20,  1916,  for  ftlrnishing  and  delivering 
on  or  before  January  12,  1917,  caimed  sliced  beef,  canned  pork  sausage, 
nnd  canned  beef  tongue.  Si>eciflcations  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above-named  office. 

Fence,  tcalls,  etc..  No.  3888. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  27,  191ft  ft>r 
fence,  walls,  shelter,  etc.,  nt  the  United  States  Immigration  Station,  Balti- 
more, Md.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  tlie 
above-named  office  or  at  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
Immigration  Station,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Po»t-offlcc  construction.  No.  3889. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tl» 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  tmtil  January  19,  1917, 
for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  office  at  Charlotte,  Mich.  Draw- 
ings and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  tlie  above-named  office 
or  to  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Cliariotte,  Mich. 
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Creosoted  piles,  No.  3890. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  46  creosoted  round  piles  and 
27,900  feet,  board  measure,  of  long-leaf  yellow  pine  creosoted  lumber. 
Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Refrigerating  machine.  No.  3891. — Sealed  proposals  will  l)e  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  January  11,  1917,  for  a  new  refrigerating  machine  in  tlio  post  office  at 
Augusta,  Ga.,  in  accordance  with  specifications  which  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  above-named  office  or  to  the  office  of  the  custodian  of  the  site, 
Ausmsta,  Ga. 

OFEimra  of  SHEix-nsHiNG  season  dt  new  bbunswick. 

(Consnl  E.  Verne  Bichardson,  Moncton,  New  Bmnswlck,  Canada,  Dec.  1.] 

The  open  season  for  smelt  fishing  in  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick begins  to-day.  Fishermen  along  the  shores  of  the  Northumber- 
land Strait  and  the  rivers  tributary  thereto  are  preparing  for  a 
period  of  great  activity  as  prospects  at  present  indicate  an  abundance 
of  the  fish.  Shippers  anticipate  being  able  to  buy  from  the  fishermen 
at  from  6  to  8  cents  per  pound  for  the  catch. 

Consular  invoices  certified  at  the  Moncton  consulate  during  the 
calendar  year  1915  showed  shipments  of  pmelts  to  the  United  States 
totaling  880,176  pounds,  valued  at  $56,395,  or  a  little  over  12  cents 
per  pound  average  selling  price. 

NEW  INDTTSTBIAL  SCHOOL  IN  IQTIITOS. 

The  Peruvian  Congress  has  passed  a  law  providing  for  an  in- 
dustrial school  in  the  city  of  Iquitos.  The  work  of  this  school  will 
be  in  two  distinct  sections — arts  and  sciences,  and  agriculture.  The 
instruction  in  both  sections  will  be  practical  as  well  as  theoretical, 
and  will  be  especially  adapted  to  the  peculiar  necessities  of  the  moun- 
tain region.  Scholarships  will  be  granted  to  15  students  from  the 
Departments  of  Loreto  and  San  Martin,  according  to  the  law  in 
El  Peruano  of  November  12.  Congress  creates  new  export  taxes  on 
rubber  from  Iquitos  as  well  as  shipping  taxes  from  that  port  to  sup- 
ply the  funds  required  for  the  new  school. 

Shipments  of  Iron  Ore  Through  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie  Canals. 

The  amount  of  iron  ore  passing  through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
Canals  for  the  eight  months  ended  November,  1915  and  1916,  was 
incorrectly  stated  m  Commerce  Reports  for  December  11.  The  ship- 
ments eastbound  should  have  been  as  follows:  United  States  canal, 
41,092,795  short  tons  for  1915  and  50,860,922  tons  for  1916;  Canadian 
canal,  4,040.494  tons  for  1915  and  11,316,851  tons  for  1916;  making  a 
total  of  45,133,289  tons  for  the  1915  period  and  62,183,773  tons  for 
the  1916  period. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATJ  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 

COOPEBAnVE  OFFICES. 
CLEYELAXD:  Chamber  of  Comaerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Clinmbfr  of  Commrree. 
aXCIJINATI:  C  N.  O.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
1.09  AKOELES:  Chamber  of  Coauuice. 
PHILADELPHIA  I  Chamber  of  Comaeice. 
CHATTAXOOOA:  Sooth  Amcrlraa  Ageat,  8oath> 

em  By.  Co, 
POBTLAND,  OBEO.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON:  Oreater  Daytoa  AnocUUoa. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 
KEW  TOBK:  Boom  409,  Cnstomhonse. 
BOSTO?(:  1801  Csstomhouse. 
CHICAeO:  504  Federal  BalldtBK. 
ST.  LOVIS:  402  Third  National  Bank  Balldlng. 
ATUN'TA:  5S1  Post  OSlce  Ballding. 
KEW  OBLEANS:  lOSO  lllbcrnla  Baak  Bnlldlag. 
SAX  FBANasrO:  307  Caitomhoaiie. 
SEATTLE:  848  Heary  Balldlag. 
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FOBEIGN  TBASE  OFPOSTinnTIES. 

Reserved  addresRes  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  dUrtrlct  ofllees.    Bequest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  OMortantty  mnmbrr. 

The  Baresa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  Bhonld  be  taken  in  ail  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  aad 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Agricultural  Implements 232B3 

Automobiles 2.1252 

Butter 23251,  232BB 

Oandles 2.S254 

('anned  goods 23254 

Caustic  soda 23254 

Cheese 23251,  23255 

Chemical    products 23253 

Cotton  goods 23256 

Cottonseed  oil 232B1 

Drugs 23253 

KggB 23265 

Keedstufls 23254 

Firebrick 23257 

Flour 23261 


Kerosene 232S1 

Lumber 2324» 

Matches 2S»1 

Meat 232B1 

Milk,  condensed 23SU 

Novelties 232H 

Pharmaceutical  products 23353 

Pork  products 23354 

Rice ^m 

Ship  Chandlers'  supplies 3S3S( 

Shoes aSKl 

Boaj> 2aXB4 

Soda  aab : StaU 

Starch 2S»4 

Vegetables 28SS4 

23249.  t — ^A  man  in  Veneznela  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  Southern  pine  and  Dou^as  fir.  It  is  desired  to  import  only 
the  best  quality  of  yellow  pine. 

23250.* — A  man  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  ship  chandlers'  sui^lies.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Payment  will  be  made  upon  re- 
ceipt of  merchandise.    Correspondence  in  Spanish.    References. 

23251.t — ^A  man  In  the  West  Indies  would  like  to  represent  American  nuum- 
facturers  and  exporters  Of  flour,  condensed  mUk,  cheese,  butter,  meat, 
kerosene,  cottonseed  oU,  safety  matches,  and  shoes. 

23262.t — ^A  firm  in  Egypt  wislies  to  communicate  with  American  manufactoren 
and  exporters  of  low-priced  automobiles  for  pleasure  purposes.    References. 

2S2SS.t — ^A  man  In  Spain  wishes  to  obtain  the  agency  for  the  sale  of  drues, 
chemical,  and  pharmaceutical  products,  and  agrfcnltural  impl^nents. 

23254.* — A  firm  in  Cuba  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  grains,  beans,  pork  products,  canned  goods,  potatoes,  onions,  rice, 
starch,  hay,  and  corn,  cindles,  caustic  soda,  soda  ash,  and  soap.  QuotatioM 
should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Cuban  port  or  f.  o.  b.  American  port:.  Cash  wlU  be 
paid  in  New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Refer^ices. 

23255.* — ^A  man  in  Newfoundland  would  like  to  r^Ekresent,  on  a  commissloa 
basis,  American  exporters  of  epRS,'  cheese,  and  butter.  CJuotatlons  siioald  be 
made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents  In 
Newfoundland.  Epgs  should  be  packed  in  strong  export  oases,  30  dozen 
per  case,  with  fillers  of  cardboard  •  and  sawdust  Cheeses  weighing  10 
pounds  should  be  pocked  four  to  the  box;  20  pounds,  five  or  six  to  the  box; 
35  pounds,  two  to  the  box ;  and  80  pounds,  one  to  the  box.  All  musit  be 
colored.  Butter  in  1-pound  prints  and  2-pound  slabs  should  be  pocked  to 
boxes  contnlnlng  50  pounds ;  solid  butter  to  be  packed  in  tubs  holding  28 
and  60  pounds.    Prints  ond  slabs  must  be  labeled.    References. 

23256.* — ^A  firm  In  Bra7.il  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  such  goods  as  ore  usually  handled  by  mall-order  houses.  All 
goods  should  be  sent  by  parcels  post.  Sixty  days'  credit  on  all  shipments  Is 
desired,  although  the  firm  is  willing  to  make  a  deposit  with  a  New  York 
bonk  to  the  order  of  the  ex[)orter  from  whom  purchoses  are  made.  Cata- 
logues and  samples  of  shirtings  and  tweeds,  etc.,  are  desired.  Ck>rrespond- 
ence  may  be  in  Eluglish.    References. 

23257.* — ^A  firm  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  rongnesite  firebrick.  Prices  should 
be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination.  Cash  will  be  paid  upon  receipt  of 
goods.    Correspondence  in  Spanish  or  French.    References. 
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BXZnSH  IHFOBT  FKOHIBITION  ON  COCAHfE  AlfD  OFITJU. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Dec  12.] 

The  importation  is  prohibited,  except  under  license,  of  cocaine 
and  opium.  Cocaine  inchides  all  preparations,  salts,  derivatives,  or 
admixtures  containing  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  or  more  of  cocaine 
and  any  solid  or  liquid  extract  of  coca  containing  one-tenth  of  1 
per  cent  or  more  of  the  drug.  Opium  includes  any  solid  or  semisolid 
mixture  containing  opium. 


PHniPPINE  HEMP  nsrSPECTED  DUEING  NOVEMBEE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 
a  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
dated  December  12,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  November 
Philippine  Government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  89,436 
bales  abaca  and  7,799  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca:  A,  409; 
B,  805;  C,  1,458;  D,  2,253;  E,  5,298;  SI,  727;  S2,  1,591;  S3,  918; 
F,  10,845 ;  G,  3,365 ;  H,  2.092 ;  1, 10,388 ;  J,  14,130 ;  K,  0,774 ;  L.  14,202 ; 
M,  4,447;  DL,  5,282;  DM,  2,513;  .strings,  etc.,  1,939.  Maguey:  One, 
C74;  two,  3,693;  three,  2,829;  D,  603. 


GOLD  OTTTPTJT  IN  RHODESIA. 

[Consul  John  P.  Bray,  Johannfulmrg,  South  Africa,  Xov.  3.] 

Rhodesia's  yield  of  gold  for  August,  1916,  amounted  to  80,909 
ounces,  valued  at  $1,644,881,  thus  ahiiost  equaling  the  record  month 
(April)  of  the  current  year.  The  output  during  that  month  was 
80,557  ounces,  valued  at  $1,651,621.  The  yield  for  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  current  year  totaled  $12,771,292,  or  an  increase  of 
$519,499  over  the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 

The  number  of  gold  producers  for  the  month  of  August  was  247, 
as  compared  with  214  for  July. 
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BTTBEAir  OF  SIAITOASSS  AB  AID  TO  DTOUSTBT. 

Standardization  is  the  keynote  of  the  report  made  public  to-day  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Stratton,  Director  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards, 
Department  of  Commerce.  In  discussing  the  relation  of  tlxe  bureau's 
work  to  the  public  Dr.  Stratton  says:  "The  bureau  occupies  some- 
what the  same  position  with  respect  to  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  this  country  that  the  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
do  to  the  agricultural  interests.  Many  industries  are  just  beginning 
to  i-ealize  the  importance  of  precise  methods  of  measurement  and 
scientific  investigation,  which  in  practically  every  case  involve  some 
kind  of  measurement.'' 

The  services  of  the  bureau  are  in  great  demand,  and  many  re- 
searches have  been  completed  or  are  in  progress  oa  points  funda- 
mental to  the  industries.  In  this  connection  Dr.  Stratton  says :  **  It 
is  upon  quality  ns  well  as  upon  price  that  competition  must  finally 
depend,  whether  in  domestic  or  foreign  commerce.  The  use  of  exact 
methods  and  scientific  results  is  the  greatest  factor  in  the  improve- 
ment of  quality,  efficiency,  or  the  development  of  new  indi^ries. 
The  educational  value  of  the  bureau's  work  in  this  respect  is  almost 
entirely  unknown  to  the  general  public,  and  yet  the  bureau  receives 
hundreds  of  letters,  as  well  as  many  pei-sonai  visits  from  manufac- 
turers, seeking  information  as  to  standards  of  measurement,  how  to 
use  them,  how  to  measure  the  properties  of  materials,  or  as  to  the 
fundamental,  physical,  and  chemical  principles  involved;  also,  what  is 
of  even  greater  importance,  how  to  initiate  and  carry  out  scientific 
investigations  and  tests  on  their  own  account  in  theii*  particular  fields 
of  work." 
Similar  Organizations  in  Toreign  Conntriei. 

Referring  to  the  action  of  foreign  Governments  in  establishing 
institutions  similar  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  the  growing 
emphasis  now  being  placed  abroad  upon  scientific  research,  Dr. 
Stratton  says:  "The  importance  of  maintaining  scientific  institu- 
tions having  to  do  with  standardization  and  the  application  of 
precise  measurements  to  the  industries  has  been  recognized  by  all 
the  leading  countries  of  the  world.  Great  Britain  maintains  the 
Standards  Depaitment  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  is  in  charge 
of  the  standards  and  inspection  service  of  the  trade  weights  and 
measures;  also  the  National  Physical  Laboratory,  whose  functions 
include  matters  pertaining  to  scientific  and  technical  standards, 
physical  constants,  and  to  some  extent  the  properties  of  materials. 
The  Laboratoire  d'Essais,  of  France,  while  not  as  extensive  as  the 
English  institution,  is  charged  with  similar  duties.  Germany  main- 
tains three  such  institutions — ^the  Normal-Eichungs  Kommission, 
equipped  with  the  buildings,  personnel,  and  apparatus  necessary  in 
standardizing  and  controlling  the  weights  and  measures  of  trade; 
the  Physikalisch-Technische  Teichsanstalt,  covering  testing  and  in- 
vestigations in  connection  with  scientific  and  technical  standards 
other  than  weights  and  measures;  and  the  Prussian  Government 
maintains  the  Materialprufungsant,  a  large  institution  devoted  to 
the  investigating  and  testing  of  structural,  engineering,  and  other 
materials.  It  is  generally  recognized  that  these  institutions  hare 
been  exceedingly  important  factors  in  the  industrial  progress  of  these 
countries. 
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The  bulk  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a  description  of  the  investi- 
gations completed  and  in  progress  in  the  scientific  and  tecluiical  di- 
visions of  the  bureau. 
Railroad  Scales,  Weights,  and  Keasnres. 

In  connection  with  the  testing  of  railroad-track  scales  the  report 
states:  "The  bureau  has  been  cooperating  in  this  work  with  the 
State  and  municipal  weights  and  measures  officials,  with  the  weigh- 
masters,  manufacturers,  railroads,  private  individuals,  and  other 
departments  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  steady  progress  is 
being  made  toward  securing  adequate  standards  in  railroad-track 
scale  testing.  Tests  were  made  in  28  States.  In  these  States  325 
scales  have  been  tested,  of  which  201,  or  61.8  i>er  cent,  failed  to  pass 
the  tolerance  in  condition  in  which  they  were  found.  The  tolerance 
used  by  the  bureau  is  based  on  a  maximum  permissible  error  of  200 
pounds  in  weighing  a  car  of  100,000  pounds  gross  weight." 

An  important  work  of  the  year  relates  to  tolerances  and  specifica- 
tions for  weights  and  measures.  On  this  subject  Dr.  Stratton's  re- 
port states:  "  Such  uniformity  as  exists  among  the  States  at  present 
is  due  to  the  issuance  of  these  tolerances  and  specifications  in  this 
form,  and  a  still  greater  measure  of  uniformity  is  confidently  ex- 
pected in  the  future.  At  the  same  time  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  perfect  uniformity  will  never  prevail  under  the  present  system 
of  having  each  State  and  a  number  of  cities  independently  issuing 
tolerances  and  .specifications,  since  disagreements  are  bound  to  exist. 
The  bureau  is  receiving  letters  from  manufacturers  asking  relief 
from  the  conditions  as  they  exist  but  is  unable  to  help  them  mate- 
rially at  this  time.  The  bureau  believes  that  conditions  will  never 
be  wholly  satisfactory  until  the  Government  is  given  power  by  Fed- 
eral legislation  to  issue  tolerances  and  specifications  which  will  be 
uniform  and  apply  throughout  the  entire  country.  A  great  majority 
of  the  State  officials  are  firmly  committed  to  this  idea  and  are  hop- 
ing that  action  will  be  taken  by  Congress  to  place  this  power  in  the 
hands  of  a  Government  bureau,  which  will  then  be  able  to  regulate 
the  ehtire  matter." 
Kesearcb  In  Heat  and  Pnblio  tftilities. 

The  bureau's  researches  in  heat  included  also  important  work  upon 
the  fire-resisting  properties  of  materials,  to  furnish  architects,  con- 
struction engineers,  builders.  State  and  city  building  bureaus,  insur- 
ance interests,  and  others  with  fundamental  engineering  data  re- 
lating to  the  behavior  and  safety  of  various  types  of  building  mate- 
rials and  construction  when  exposed  to  different  conditions  met  with 
fires.  Fire  tests  will  be  made  of  structural  steel  columns  and  rein- 
forced concrete  columns.  Equipment  of  unusual  interest  installed 
during  the  year  is  the  panel-testing  furnace,  which  will  be  utilized 
for  testing  the  fire-resisting  properties  of  building  partitions  and 
walls.  In  this  connection  a  work  of  general  interest  is  the  investiga- 
tion and  formulation  of  data  as  to  the  building  codes  of  the  various 
States  and  cities. 

The  electrical  testing  included  the  inspection  and  testing  of 
1,250,000  electric  lamps,  a  great  variety  of  light  standards,  electrical 
instruments,  standards,  and  materials.  A  matter  of  unusual  interest 
has  been  the  investigation  and  development  of  an  instrument  for 
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finding  the  direction  of  radio  signals  and  nsing  it  for  promotion  of 
safety  at  sea. 

An  important  development  is  the  bureau's  work  on  public  utilities, 
particularly  electric  light,  power,  gas,  street  railway,  and  telephone 
service.  The  bureau's  work  on  this  subject  includes  research  investi- 
gation of  public  relations  questions,  preparing  standards  for  the 
utilities,  and  formulating  methods  of  tests,  inspection  and  safety 
rules,  and  finally  the  collation  and  distribution  of  information. 


HOBSESHOE  NAILS  NEEDED  IN  CANABT  ISLANDS. 

[Consul  George  K.  StUcs,  Tcnerlffe,  Not.  10.) 

Large  quantities  of  horseshoe  nails  are  needed  at  this  time  by 
Canary  I^and  dealers^  and  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  sap- 
plies  from  Great  Britain^  the  only  available  source,  which  the  quality 
has  deteriorated.  American  producers  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  enter  this  market. 

Terms  here  are  usually  cash  against  shipping  documents  in  a 
Canary  port,  with  3  per  cent  discount  for  cash  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 
There  is  no  tai'iff  on  nails  of  any  class.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  the  Spanish  language. 

It  is  advisable  that  quotations  be  given  in  pesetas  when  possible, 
with  a  safe  allowance  for  fluctuations  in  exchange.  Prices  in  the 
last  six  months  have  doubled,  and  at  present  for  Nos.  5,  6,  8,  9  (the 
most  used),  are  10  pesetas  ($2.08)  per  5  kilos  (11.02  pounds).  The 
forms  preferred  are  made  with  a  crown  head  and  run  as  follows 
to  the  pound:  No.  8,  62  nails  to  the  pound;  No.  7,  68  nails;  No.  6, 
93  nails;  No.  5, 110  nails. 
ICany  Animals  on  Oreat  f  nUt  PlantationB. 

The  official  statistics  of  horseshoes  required  by  the  Canary  Islands 
annually  are  not  available,  as  this  class  of  goods  is  lumped  in  with 
packing-shook  nails  and  other  small  hardware.  Considerable  quan- 
tities are  undoubtedly  required,  as  the  great  fniit  plantations  employ 
many  mules,  donkeys,  and  horses.  The  unimproved  condition  of  the 
roadways,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  first-class  thoroughfares,  works 
havoc  with  both  horseshoes  and  horseshoe  nails. 

[Samples  of  horseshoe  nails  of  the  numbered  types  used  In  the  Canary  Islands 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck)mm«ce  or  its 
district  offices.  Lists  of  hardware  dealers  in  the  islands  may  also  be  obtained 
from  these  offices  or  from  the  cooperative  offices  of  the  bureau.  Refer  to  file 
No.  82623.) 


CANNEBS  FIND  LABGE  DEMAND  FOS  OBATFISH. 

The  following  statement  relative  to  grayfish  has  just  been  received 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  from  a  large  canning  com- 
pany in  Massachusetts: 

We  think  your  campaign  is  very  fine,  and  will  prove  very  effective.  The 
publicity  grayfish  is  getting  is  also  very  remarkable.  We  are  receiving  clip- 
pings from  all  over  the  country.  We  have  sold  all  the  grayflsh  we  have  packed 
and  have  orders  far  in  excess  of  the  stock.  We  are  advising  all  the  parties 
■whose  orders  we  will  not  be  able  to  fill  at  present  that  we  can  give  them  no 
goods  until  next  spring, 
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TBASE  CONDITIOKS  IN  TOOOLAND  AND  THE  EAHEBITN. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  French  West  Africa,  Nov.  6.] 

Since  August,  1914,  the  Government  of  Togoland,  German  West 
Africa,  has  been  administered  by  the  British  and  French,  the  colony 
having  been  divided  into  two  zones.  The  British  sphere  of  influence 
is  recovering  slowly  in  the  matter  of  trade.  The  German  firms  are 
being  replaced  by  British  firms,  and  the  quantities  of  palm  kernels, 
palm  oil,  and  other  products  being  shipped  from  Lome  foretell  a 
gradual  development  of  trade.  It  is  reported  that  a  number  of 
small  stores  have  been  opened  at  Lome. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  railway  is  making  every  effort  along  the 
line  of  develoi)ing  the  trade  of  the  colony.  There  Avill  be  a  large 
demand  for  railway  rolling  stock  after  the  war  is  over. 

Importance  of  Lome  as  a  Distributing  Center. 

Owing  to  the  large  pier  extending  out  over  the  surf,  I>ome  will 
become  in  future  the  distributing  center  for  all  parts  of  the  colony. 
Here  will  be  located  the  principal  merchants,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
another  railway  will  be  constructed  leading  from  this  port  back  into 
the  rich  interior.  The  principal  West  African  mail  steamers  call 
now  at  Lome  once  a  month,  but  with  the  development  of  trade  the 
merchants  and  ofRcials  are  already  hoping  for  the  weekly  call  of  these 
steamers.  Togoland  had  become  a  first-class  town  some  jears  before 
the  war,  having  grown  from  a  very  small  trade  station  in  1900  to  a 
town  of  5,000  people  in  1908. 
Kevlval  of  Trade  in  the  Eamemn. 

Trade  in  the  Kamerun  has  revived  considerably  since  last  Feb- 
ruary, when  the  British  and  French  came  into  full  possession  of  the 
colony.  The  colony  has  been  divided,  as  in  Togoland,  into  two 
"  zones  of  influence,"  the  French  occupying  the  southwestern  section 
and  the  British  the  northeastern.  Duala  is  the  seat  of  the  French 
administration  and  the  principal  seaport  and  commercial  center. 
Here  all  available  houses  have  been  secured  by  French  and  British 
merchants.  It  is  from  here  that  the  railways  constructed  by  the 
Germans  run  into  the  interior.  These  are  already  in  fair  operation, 
although  most  of  the  bridges  along  the  lines  were  destroj'ed  during 
the  war  there. 

The  Kamerun  is  rich  in  the  palm  products  and  hardwoods.  Wild 
and  cultivated  rubber,  ivory,  and  cocoa  are  also  among  the  principal 
exports. 

COSTA  EICA  BAHWAT  TO  USE  OIL  AS  FUEL. 

[Vice  Consul  Albert  B.  Pullen,  Port  Llmon,  Nov.  20.] 

The  Noi-thern  Eailway  Co.,  in  the  near  future,  will  use  oil  as  fuel 
on  all  its  locomotives.  It  will  be  brought  to  Port  Limon  in  tank 
steamers  from  the  oil  fields  of  Mexico,  and  will  be  furnished  by  an 
American  corporation. 

Two  55,000-barrel  tanks  have  been  constructed  at  Port  Limon  to 
be  used  for  storage  of  the  fuel.  The  oil  is  to  be  pumped  from  the 
steamers  to  these  tanks  through  a  12-inch  pipe  line.  Other  tanks, 
ranging  in  size  fi'om  1,000  to  3,000  barrels,  are  m  process  of  construc- 
tion at  Zent,  Siquirres,  Guacimo,  Peralta,  Juan  Vinas,  Cartago,  and 
San  Jose.    . 
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BISTBIBXJnON  OF  SUQ&B  IS  TSJiSCE. 

(Commercial  Attach«  C.  W.  A.  Tedltz,  PariR.  Nor.  e  and  18.} 

The  French  Minister  of  Commerce  has  issued  an  (H^inance  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  committees  intrusted  with  the  distribution 
of  sugar  throughout  France.  Provision  is  made  for  a  central  com- 
mittee and  for  committees  in  each  department.  The  departmental 
committees  consist  of  representatives  of  the  municipalities,  of  local 
chambers  of  commerce,  of  the  tax  officials,  of  transportation  com- 
panies, of  wholesale  and  retail  grocers,  of  sugar  manufacturers  and 
refiners,  and  of  cooperative  socidties  of  consumers.  The  sugar  com- 
mission that  has  been  in  existence  since,  August,  1916,  will  become  a 
central  committee  to  examine  and  adjust  complaints  against  the  locid 
committees  and  differences  between  those  committees. 

The  Minister  of  Commerce,  in  a  circular  of  instructions  to  the 
local  authorities  advising  them  of  the  new  system  of  Govemmrait 
regulation  of  the  sugar  trade,  reviews  the  measures  preyionslj 
adopted  to  overcome  the  shortage  of  sugar,  such  as  State  purchases 
of  foreign  sugar,  and  the  allotment  of  quantities  by  the  syndicats 
(quasi-official  manufacturers'  associations)  of  industries  u^ng  sugar. 
Under  these  measures  44^000  tons  of  white  and  brown  sugar  were 
distributed  monthly  during  the  last  campaign.  This  year  it  is 
considered  necessary  to  control  the  distribution  not  only  of  foreign 
sugar,  but  also  of  domestic  and  colonial  sugar  and  to  create  an 
organization  able  to  determine  accurately  the  real  needs  of  eadi 
department  and  each  locality.    The  circular  continues: 

To  estiinnte  the  liousehold  cousumptiou  of  sugar,  the  committee  shall  talce 
as  a  basis  750  grams  per  capita  per  mouth  [about  IJ  pounds].  Industrial 
requirements  shall  he  computed  by  means  of  evidence  furnished  by  interested 
parties  concerning  (heir  productive  capacity,  the  amounts  of  sugar  consanied 
in  preceding  years,  and  their  orders  In  hand. 

The  State  has  been  constrained  to  import  foreign  sugar  and  to  take  the  place 
of  private  enterprise  unable  to  perform  its  normal  functions  because  of  tlie  war; 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Imports  of  sugar  must  be  paid  for  in  gold. 
Hence,  the  essential  function  of  the  departmental  committees  Is  to  prevent 
waste  and  to  devise  means  to  restrict  consumption  to  only  necessary  purposes. 

The  price  of  the  sugar  allotted  to  the  various  departments  and 
localities  under  this  ordinance  is  fixed  at  119  francs  per  100  kilos  for 
raw  wliite  sugar  and  114  francs  for  brown,  taken  at  the  warehouses, 
equivalent  at  the  present  rate  of  5.80  francs  per  dollar  to  about  9i 
cents  and  9  cents  a  pound,  respectively.  These  prices  may  be  in- 
creased only  (1)  by  the  cost  of  transportation  that  may  be  necessary, 
together  with  any  taxes  or  other  expenditures  that  may  have  heea 
incurred,  and  (2)  by  a  profit  of  not  more  than  1  per  cent  of  the  cost 
of  the  merchandise. 

AHEBICAN  FIBH  OPSirS  BBANCH  IN  EGUAOOB. 

The  Mercantile  Oversea  Corporation,  which  is  a  subsidiary  of  the 
Mercantile  Bank  of  the  Americas,  of  New  York  Cityj  has  recently 
opened  a  branch  in  Guayaquil  for  the  purpose  of  domg  a  genenJ 
trading  business  in  Ecuador.  The  new  branch  will  be  glad  to  keep 
on  file  the  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  American  manuracturers  de- 
siring to  enter  that  market,  and  will  furnish  them  with  commerdal 
information  relating  to  the  country. 
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ILLUSTRATION  FABMS  IN  EASTERN  CANADA. 

[Consul  E.  Terne  Bichardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Nov.  29.] 

In  the  recently  published  report  of  the  committee  of  lands  of  tlie 
Canadian  Conservation  Commission  for  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1916,  details  of  the  work  done  on  the  "  illustration  farms  "  are  given. 
Eleven  of  these  farms  are  in  the  maritime  Provinces — 4  in  New 
Brunswick,  4  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  3  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 

The  selection  of  these  farms  and  the  work  attempted  on  them  was 
a  development  of  the  agricultural  survey  conducted  by  the  Commis- 
sion of  Conservation  in  1911-12.  Primarily  the  survey  was  under- 
taken to  discover  existing  conditions  as  to:  (1)  The  fertility  of 
cultivated  farm  lands  and  its  maintenance,  increase,  or  decrease ;  (2) 
the  prevalence  of  weeds;  (3)  the  other  hindrances  to  profitable  and 
successful  fanning;  and  ^4)  the  methods  and  systems  in  use  for 
carrying  on  farming  practice  effectively  and  satisfactorily. 

Many  Striking:  Instances  of  Good  Farmlnir. 

In  the  maritime  Provinces,  Quebec,  and  Ontario  885  farms  were 
surveyed,  taken  in  groups  of  30  contiguous  tracts,  and  each  group 
was  chosen  to  represent  a  district  of  the  Province  in  which  it  was 
situated.  A  schedule  was  drawn  up  on  which  to  record  the  informa- 
tion obtained  by  the  visiting  collector.  The  information  thus  sought 
and  obtained  uncovered  many  facts  in  regard  to  the  systematic  ro- 
tation of  crops,  the  selection  of  seed  grain,  the  sowing  of  clover  and 
grasses,  the  care  and  use  of  manure,  the  prevalence  of  weeds,  insects, 
and  diseases,  the  distribution  of  labor  somewhat  equitably  over  the 
whole  year,  and  many  other  minor  points.  As  a  result  of  the  survey 
many  striking  instances  of  particularly  good  farming  were  brought 
to  light.  Some  farms  were  superior  to  others,  not  so  much  because  of 
better  soil  as  because  of  better  management.  From  among  the  best 
of  such  farms  in  each  group  a  selection  was  made  of  one  to  become 
the  "  illustration  farm  "  for  the  locality. 

Crop  Kesnlts  Determined  Selections. 

The  survey  established  the  fact  that  on  these  farms  some  measure 
of  care  was  used  in  the  selection  of  seed  grain  and  some  system  of 
rotation  of  crops  was  at  least  partially  followed.  On  the  farms  so 
chosen  more  satisfactory  results,  on  the  whole,  had  been  obtained  in 
crops  and  in  profits  than  on  most  of  the  other  farms  in  the  group. 

The  farmers  themselves,  conferring  by  groups  with  the  commis- 
sion's expert,  chose  the  farms  in  their  respective  communities  upon 
which  to  have  illustrations  of  further  improved  methods. 


INGREASEO  BUSINESS  OF  NORWEGIAN  PRIVATE  BANES. 

(Coniiul  ticnoral  E.  Ilaldemnn  DmnisoD,  Cbristlanla,  Nov.   14.] 

The  prevailing  prosperity  in  Norway  and  the  abundance  of  money 
are  reflected  in  the  large  increase  in  business  reported  by  the  private 
banlffi.  The  Haugesund  Privatbank,  for  example,  at  a  recent  meeting 
resolved  to  increase  its  capital  from  $400,000  to  $1,350,000,  In  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  present  year  the  bank  had  a  turnover  of 
$214,000,000  and  a  profit  of  $214,000,  as  compared  with  $72,400  and 
$6,164,  respectively,  for  the  whole  of  1915. 
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OTraCIAL  FOBECASTS  OF  IHBIAH  CB0F8. 

The  October  27  issue  of  the  Indian  (Government)  Trade  Jonmal 
contains  the  official  forecasts  for  the  1916-17  harvest  of  several  of 
India's  leading  crops.  The  first  forecast  of  the  season  for  the  output 
of  indigo  is  based  on  reports  received  from  six  Provinces,  which  am- 
tain  practicaUy  the  whole  area  under  indigo  in  British  India.  The 
total  area  sown  is  estimated  at  625,900  acres,  as  against  258,100  acres 
estimated  at  this  time  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  142  per  cent,  whidi 
is  generally  attributed  to  the  high  prices  of  indigo  now  current. 
Compared  with  the  final  1915-16  figures  (314,300  acres)  the  pxesoit 
estimate  shows  an  advance  of  99  per  cent.  The  yield  is  placed  at 
75,200  hundredweight  (of  112  pounds),  as  contrasted  with  the  pro- 
visional estimate  of  38,500  hundredweight  at  the  corresponding  date 
a  year  ago. 

The  Province  of  Bihar  and  Orissa  is  credited  with  37.9  per  cent 
of  the  total  area  under  indigo  this  season,  Madras  with  33.4  per  cent, 
the  Punjab  with  15.1  per  cent,  United  Provinces  11.4  per  cent,  Bom- 
bay and  Sind  1.7  per  cent,  and  Bengal  with  0.5  per  cent. 

First  Oronndaat  and  Klce  Foreeaits  for  Hew  Season. 

The  first  groundnut  forecast  for  the  1916-17  season  is  baaed  cm 
reports  received  from  the  three  Provinces  of  Madi^as,  Bombay,  and 
Burma,  which  comprise  99  per  cent  of  the  entire  groundnut  (peanut) 
area  of  British  India.  The  total  area  sown  in  the  present  season  in 
these  Provinces  is  estimated  at  2,109,000  acres,  as  against  1,7^,000 
acres  estimated  at  this  time  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  21  per  ooit 
Of  the  area  sown  to  groundnuts  tliis  year,  72.1  per  cent  is  in  Madras^ 
15.1  per  cent  in  Bombay,  and  11.7  per  cent  in  Burma.  The  seasmi 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  favorable. 

The  reports  on  which  the  first  rice  forecast  for  1916-17  is  based 
relate  to  conditions  up  to  October  1  and  cover  Provinces  that  contain 
99  per  cent  of  the  total  area  under  rice  in  British  India.  The  acreage 
sown  is  reported  to  be  76,281,000,  as  against  74,781,000  acres  (revisM 
figure)  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  2  per  cent.  Bengal  has  26.6  per 
cent  of  the  total  area  under  rice  in  British  India,  Bihar  and  Onssa 
21.4  per  cent,  Madras  13.8  per  cent,  Burma  13.2  per  cent.  United 
Provmces  7.8  per  cent,  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  6.3  per  cent, 
Assam  6  per  cent,  and  Bombay  and  Sind  3.8  per  cent. 

Second  Cotton  Forecast. 

The  second  .cotton  forecast  is  based-  on  reports  from  all  the  cotton- 
growing  Provinces.  The  area  thus  far  reported  amounts  to 
18,169,000  acres,  as  against  16,253,000  acres,  at  the  corresponding  date 
last  year,  or  an  increase  of  12  per  cent.  The  increase  is  most  notice- 
able in  Ajmer-Merwara  (94  per  cent),  the  United  Provinces  (29  per 
cent),  Bombay  (28  per  cent).  Central  India  (12  per  cent),  Hyderabad 
and  the  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  (8  per  cent  each),  and  Burma 
(3  per  cent).  On  the  other  hand,  the  Northwest  Frontier  Province 
shows  a  decrease  of  51  per  cent,  Bengal  one  of  16  per  cent,  the  Pun- 
jab 14  per  cent,  and  Madras  4  per  cent. 

The  present  season's  area  is  distributed  as  follows:  Bombay  and 
Baroda,  30.2  per  cent;  Central  Provinces  and  Berar,  19.9  per  cent; 
Madras,  10.3  per  cent;  Punjab,  7.3  per  cent;  United  Provmces,  5.7 
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per  cent ;  Sind,  1.3  per  oisnt ;  Burma,  1  per  cent ;  Bihar  and  Orissa, 
0.4  per  cent;  Bengal,  0.3  per  cent;  Northwest  Frontier  Province, 
Assam,  and  Ajmer-Merwara,  0.2  per  cent  each;  Hyderabad,  14.6  per 
cent;  Central  India,  6  per  cent;  Bajputana,  1.7  per  cent;  Mysore, 
0.5  per  cent. 

Classified  according  to  the  recognized  trade  descriptions  of  Indian 
cotton,  the  1916-17  acreage  is:  Oomras,  10,295,000;  DhoUeras, 
1,522,000;  Bengal-Sind,  2,732,000;  Broach,  1,116,000;  Coompta- 
Dharwars,  657,000;  Westerns  and  Northerns,  1,069,000;  Cocanadas, 
213,000;  Tinnevellys,  28,000;  Salems  (including  Cambodias), 
133,000;  Comillas,  Burmas,  and  otlier  sorts,  404,000.  The  present 
Condition  of  the  crop  is  reported  to  be  generally  fair  to  good. 

Second  Siigar*Cane  and  Sesame  Forecasts. 

Provinces  that  contain  99  per  cent  of  the  area  under  sugar  cane 
in  British  India  report  2,354,000  acres  under  this  crop  this  year,  as 
against  2,508,000  acres  reported  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year, 
a  faUing  oflf  of  6  per  cent.  The  United  Provinces  ^  which  contain 
53.2  per  cent  of  the  area  under  cane  in  British  India)  are  mainly 
responsible  for  the  decrease;  conditions  at  sowing  time  were  un- 
favorable in  those  Provinces,  owing  to  deficient  winter  rains  and  a 
low  supply  of  water  in  canals.  In  the  Bohilkhand,  Gorakhpur,  and 
Benares  divisions  of  the  United  Provinces  the  crop  has  been  dam- 
aged by  excessive  rainfall  and  floods.  Elsewhere  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  crop  is  generally  reported  to  be  from  fair  to  good.  The 
Punjab  is  credited  with  15.3  per  cent  of  the  total  cane  area  for 
1916^17,  Bihar  and  Orissa  with  11  per  cent,  Bengal  with  9  per  cent, 
Assam  with  1.5  per  cent,  Madras  with  3.8  per  cent,  Bombay  and  Sind 
with  2.7  per  cent,  Northwest  Frontier  Province  with  1.3  per  cent, 
and  the  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  with  0.9  per  cent. 

The  second  forecast  of  the  1916-17  sesame  crops  is  based  on  re- 
ports received  from  Provinces  that  contain,  on  an  average,  78  per 
cent  of  the  total  area  under  this  crop  in  British  India.  The  returns 
in  this  forecast  exclude  estimates  for  the  "mixed"  crop  of  the 
United  Provinces  and  for  the  late  crop  of  Bengal.  The  total  area 
so  far  reported  for  the  present  season  is  3,152,000  acres,  as  against 
3,169,000  acres  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year,  or  a  decrease  of 
0.5  per  cent.  The  United  Provinces  have  24.6  per  cent  of  the  total 
area  under  seasame.  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  16.9  per  cent, 
Madras  16.3  per  cent,  Bombay  5.6  per  cent,  Bengal  5.3  per  cent, 
Bihar  and  Orissa  4.2  per  cent,  Punjao  3  per  cent,  Sind  1.4  per  cent, 
and  Ajmer-Merwara  0.4  per  cent.  Heavy  and  continuous  rain  ad- 
versely affected  the  crop  in  some  of  the  most  important  districts 
of  the  United  Provinces  and  also  in  parts  of  the  Central  Provinces, 
Madras,  Bihar,  and  the  Bombay  Presidency.  The  present  condition 
of  the  crop  is  reported  to  be,  on  the  whole,  from  fair  to  good. 


Increased  Norwegian  Customs  Beceipts. 

Consul  General  E.  Haldeman  Dennison  reports  from  Christiania 
that  the  customs  receipts  for  the  whole  of  Norway  for  the  12  months 
ended  October  31,  1916,  amounted  to  $17,440,800,  as  compared  with 
$15,356,400  for  the  same  period  in  the  previous  12  months  and 
$14,257,600  tde  the  12  months  ended  October  31, 1914. 
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AGBICULTUKAL  KACHDrEBT  AHB  HABSWABE  IN  HALT. 

[ConRul  John  H.  Oroat,  Milan,  Nor.  15.] 

Italy  is  said  to  be  suffering  at  present  from  a  plow  famine.  Be- 
fore the  war  there  was  a  demand  for  about  300,000  each  year.  No 
American  plows  have  been  sold  here,  partly  because  our  manu&c- 
turers  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  study  the  soil  demands  of  Italy 
in  order  to  suppl}'  the  types  that  the  country  requires.  The  Conti- 
nental manufactui-er,  however,  studied  the  Italian's  needs  and  made 
up  for  him  just  the  article  that  he  wanted.  The  American  plow  is 
a  better  article  than  that  desired  by  the  Italian  farmer.  Tlie  Conti- 
nental advance  agent  came  here,  studied  the  conditions,  etc.,  and 
carried  back  to  his  principal  a  sample  of  just  what  was  wanted.  It 
was  then  made  and  supplied. 
Slioiild  frodaee  What  the  Xarket  Senuadi. 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  here  to-day  for  our  manufac- 
turers to  get  into  this  market,  provided  they  are  willing  to  oease  thei» 
attempts  to  introduce  a  "  better  "  plow  and  devote  their  time  to  mak- 
ing up  just  what  this  market  knows  and  wants.  After  the  war 
there  ought  to  be  a  good  market  for  horse-drawn  or  power-driven 
plows. 

A  few  American  seed  drillers  have  been  sold  here,  but  as  in  the 
case  of  hand  plows,  the  Continent  has  been  Italy's  principal  source 
of  supply,  and  for  the  reasons  already  given.  Harvesters,  binders^ 
and  mowers  are  almost  aU  of  American  make,  although  a  few  of 
European  make  have  been  in  use,  especially  in  the  case  of  mowers. 
On  account  of  the  cost  of  coal,  a  market  is  promised  here  for  motor 
tractors  driven  by  kerosene  oil.  Italy  also  presents  an  excellent 
market  for  hand  tools  for  agricultural  work. 

Thrashing  machines  are  in  demand,  although  those  sold  here  are 
chiefly  German  or  English.  The  American  machine  does  not  seem 
to  clean  the  grain  well  enough  or  grade  it  as  other  makes  do.  Our 
machines  also  break  the  straw.  The  Italians  put  the  plant  in  side- 
wise,  instead  of  head  first  as  in  the  case  of  American  machines,  and 
bind  it  afterwards,  thus  saving  the  straw  for  other  purposes. 
Opportunity  for  Amerioan  Xilklng;  Kaohlnei. 

There  should  be  a  good  demand  for  American  milking  machines. 
Many  Italian  farms  stock  as  many  as  130  cows,  requiring  a  force  of 
eight  men  to  milk  them  by  hand.  Milkers  constitute  the  class  of 
labor  that  it  is  most  difficult  to  procure  in  Italy.  They  are  inde- 
l)endent  and  have  the  oA\'ners  at  their  mercy.  Milking  machines 
when  used  reduce  the  number  of  men,  and  skilled  attendants  are  not 
required,  thus  makin":  the  cost  of  labor  much  less  and  the  owner  freer. 
A  machine  that  could  bo  attended  by  one  man  would  sell  here.  There 
is  no  market  at  present  for  cream  separators. 

Information  received  at  the  American  consulate  indicates  that  there 
is  a  large  amoimt  of  business  in  Italy  for  American  hardware  of  all 
kinds.  Several  lines  of  American  goods  have  appeared  here,  and 
although  costing  more  than  Continental  goods  they  are  beginning  to 
be  appreciated,  because  they  are  of  superior  materials  and  last  much 
longer. 

One  of  the  reasons  wliy  American  goods  of  the  lines  mentioned 
have  not  hitherto  found  a  more  extensive  market  here  is  that  too 
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many  of  our  houses  reaching  out  for  foreign  trade  have  relied  upon 
correspondence  and  catalogues  to  produce  results.  The  Italian  is 
puzzled  by  questions  of  freights,  shipments,  etc.,  and  finally  gives  up 
his  idea  of  purchasing  from  the  United  States.  Manufacturers  from 
other  countries  constantly  send  their  agents  to  see  the  buyers  per- 
sonally.   Some  establish  branch  offices. 

Veed  Personal  Bepreaentatives  in  Field. 

Italians  have  a  favorable  idea  of  our  goods  but  we  do  not  assist 
them  to  gain  a  better  understanding  of  their  cost  and  character. 
Offices  are  needed  in  order  that  the  Italian  buyers  may  go  to  them 
and  have  everything  explained  besides  being  placed  in  closer  touch 
with  the  manufacturer.  Then  they  are  willing  to  pay  cash.  Unless 
everything  is  explained  to  him,  a  buyer  gets  suspicious.  He  knows 
notliing  aoout  our  railway  freights  to  the  seaboard,  carting  to  the 
ship,  lighterage,  etc.,  costs  of  wliich  often  make  his  bill  much  larger 
than  the  catalogue  represented.  A  representative  here  can  tell  him  at 
once  just  what  the  cost  will  be  in  Italian  lire  when  delivered,  as  well 
as  explain  the  merits  of  the  goods  sold.  The  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  Italy  in  Alilan  assists  all  it  can  to  explain  matters  to 
prospective  buyers,  as  well  as  to  provide  addresses  of  American 
houses,  but  its  best  falls  far  short  of  the  results  which  might  be  ob- 
tained if  houses  sent  personal  representatives.  There  is  much  trade 
for  us  to  get  here,  but  it  must  be  sought  properly.  Several  American 
branch  houses  have  been  established  during  the  past  year  and  they  are 
finding  out  the  importance  of  such  methods. 

[A  statement  fram  Venice  regarding  the  Italian  market  for  agricultural  im- 
plements  was  pnblfslicd  in  Gohukrce  Rgpobts  for  Aug.  2, 1916.] 


FBENCH  ENCOITRAGEMEBfT  OF  TOTJKIST  TBAVEI. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  Purls.  Nov.  18.] 

France  is  preparing  actively  to  receive  an  imprecedented  number 
of  tourists  at  the  close  of  the  present  war.  Various  new  organiza- 
tions are  devoting  themselves  to  the  task  of  improving  hotels  and 
railway  facilities,  of  advertising  French  health  resorts,  of  bettering 
the  innumerable  agencies  designed  to  attract  foreign  visitors  and 
to  satisfy  their  demands  in  such  a  manner  that  they  may  acquire 
the  habit  of  visiting  France  in  large  numbers. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  the  new  offices  is  the  Office  Na- 
tional du  Tourisme,  enlarged  and  reorganized,  which  recently  held 
its  first  meeting  at  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works.  At  this  meeting 
were  represented,  under  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  the  Etats  Generaux  du  Tourisme,  the  Touring  Club  of 
France,  the  Alpine  Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  the  General  Auto- 
mobile Society,  local  promoting  organizations,  and  organizations  of 
hotel  owners  and  managers.  A  former  minister  of  public  works 
and  of  agricultiu-e  has  been  made  president  of  the  administrative 
coimcil  of  the  new  organization,  which  proposes  to  set  at  work  imme- 
diately upon  the  numerous  tasks  confronting  it. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Government  of  France  will  exercise 
supervision  over  the  whole  subject  and  may  sanction  the  imposition 
of  "  cure  "  taxes  and  "  sojourn,"  or  visitoi-'s  taxes. 
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FOBTIJGAI  TO  ESTABLISH  STEAMSHIP  UHE  TO  BBAZIL 

[Consul   General   W.    L,    Liowrie,   Lisbon,    Portugal,   Not.    18.] 

Eight  steamships  taken  over  from  Germany  by  Portugal  have  been 
selected  by  the  Government  for  a  regular  service  between  continental 
Portugal,  the  islands  of  Azores  and  Madeira,  and  the  northern  and 
southern  ports  of  Brazil.  This  is  in  accordance  with  a  national 
desire  that  the  two  Portuguese-speaking  countries  should  have  a 
steamship  service  under  the  flag  of  one  of  the  republics.  A  transla- 
tion of  the  decree,  published  November  17,  establishing  the  basis  for 
the  proposed  new  line,  is  as  follows : 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  for  some  time  tliere  have  been  powerful  reasons  for 
the  estabiisiinient  of  n  regular  steumsiilp  service  between  Portugal  and  the  ports 
of  southern  and  northern  Brazil,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  other  European 
countries  which  maintain  gi'eater  commercial  relations  with  tlie  Portuguese  and 
Brn;siiian  marljets;  considering  that  the  Institution  of  such  voyages  has  been 
i-ecommended  by  different  commissions  and  congresses  and  Insistently  requested 
by  various  commercial  and  ludustrlul  organizations  of  the  continent,  of  the 
Kepublic,  and  also  by  the  Portuguese  colony  in  the  Republic  of  the  United  States 
of  Brazil : 

Invited  to  Submit  Deflnite  Proposals. 

The  Government  of  the  Portuguese  Republic,  through  the  Ministry  of  Labor 
and  Social  Welfare,  after  hearing  the  Council  of  Ministers,  orders  that  those 
who  have  presented  proposals  or  any  otliers  who  may  wish  to  do  so  should  be 
invltetl  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  within  the  period  of 
20  days,  counting  from  the  date  of  .publication  of  this  order  In  the  "  Diario  d» 
Governo,"  definite  proposals  for  tlie  establishment  of  such  a  line  of  navigation 
In  accordance  with  the  following  bases: 

(o)  Voyages  for  freight  and  passengers  between  Lisbon  and  the  ports  of 
Pernambuco,  Bahia,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Santos,  with  regularity  and  as  frequent 
as  possible,  but  never  less  than  one  a  month.  Calls  at  Madeira  and  St.  Viuceat 
should  be  included  in  the  itinerary,  either  on  the  outward  or  return  voyages. 

(6)  Monthly  sailing  between  Lislwn,  Madeira,  Para,  and  Manuus. 

(c)  Connection  by  subsidiary  lines  with  steamers  carrying  freight  between 
the  ports  of  Brazil  and  those  of  Uruguay  and  Argentina  and  between  the  port 
of  Lisbon  and  tliose  of  England  and  France.  Connection  wltli  the  ports  of 
France  and  England  may  also  be  made  by  passenger  steamers,  on  the  return 
voyage  from  the  soutli  of  Brazil  without  prejudice  to  the  dispositions  of  para- 
graph a. 

Kate  of  Klnimam  Charter  Per  Month. 

(d)  The  minimum  charter  per  month  is  14s.  6d.  per  gross  tonnage,  and  will 
be  paid  monthly  and  In  advance,  being  also  on  the  account  of  the  company ;  the 
payment  of  all  the  exi>enses  Incurred,  in  the  operation  and  preservation  of  the 
vessels  and  the  Insurance,  made  in  favor  of  the  Government,  at  the  rate  of 
£20  per  gross  ton. 

(e)  Repairs  will  be  made,  whenever  possible,  In  continental  Portugal. 
(/)  The  lease  will  be  In  force  six  months  after  the  war. 

iff)  The  vessels  will  be  delivered  to  the  most  favorable  bidder  and  ready  to 
navigate,  and  the  Government  siiould  receive  them,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
contract,  in  the  same  condition. 

(/i.)  Thb  fulfillment  of  the  provisions  of  paragraphs  d,  f,  and  g  is  independent 
of  whether  the  vessel  navigates  or  not,  be  It  due  to  "  force  majeure  "  or  to  the 
Incompetency  of  the  crew. 

(•)  The  company  which  may  be  organlzetl  must  be  Portuguese,  witliin  the 
terms  of  applicable  legislation,  and  tlie  transfer  to  any  other  company  is  not 
l>erraitted,  and  it  is  to  be  formed  with  sufficient  capital  to  guarantee  Its  success. 

Crews  of  Vessels  to  be  Portngrnese. 

(/)  The  crews  of  tlie  vessels  will  be  Portuguese,  within  the  terms  of  the 
navigation  law  and  the  port  regulations. 

(fc)  Importation  of  provisions  and  stores  for  use  on  board  will  be  permitted 
in  conformity  with  the  present  customs  regulations. 
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(I)  The  rates  for  transportation  Of  passengers  and  ft-elght  will  be  previously 
subjected  to  the  approval  of  the  Government  and  regulated  by  tliose  of  other 
companies,  and  fixed,  as  far  as  possible,  in  Portuguese  currency,  special  pro- 
tective tariffs  being  created  for  the  intensive  exportation  of  national  products. 

(f»)  Cargoes  from  Portugal  to  Brazil  and  from  that  country  to  Portugal 
will  always  have  preference  in  transportation,  and  the  company  will  see  that 
the  shipments  of  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  north  of  the  country,  loaded 
nt  Oporto  or  Leixoes,  are  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  those  from  the  south, 
so  far  as  refers  to  freights  and  regularity  of  transportation. 

(h)  The  conujany  will  establish  special  reiluce*!  rates  to  facilitate  the  return 
of  emigrants. 

(o)  The  transportation  of  passengers  and  cargo  of  tlie  State  will  have  a 
re«luction  of  20  per  cent  on  the  schedule  which  Is  in  force. 

Provisions  for  Carrying:  Kail  Poaches. 

(p)  The  steamers  will  carry  gnitultously  the  Portuguese  mail  pouclies,  beiug 
limited  to  2,000  kilos  (4,409.2  pounds)  per  vessel  and  i)er  month,  of  packages, 
tlie  rest  paying  according  to  the  tariff  for  freight  not  .specified. 

(</)  The  vessels  will  l>e  considered  as  paasenger  vessels  for  all  effects. 

(r)  The  State  will  have  a  commissary  and  administrator  with  the  com- 
pany, who  will  be  paid  by  the  company. 

(«)  The  responsible  bidder  who  offers  .ind  a.ssiires  the  greatest  number  of 
advantages  will  be  preferretl. 

The  ves.sels  selected  for  the  pstnbllsliinent  of  a  Portuguese  Hue  of  navigation 
to  Brazil  are  the  following:  S.  Vicente,  JMuratco  Marque*,  QucUmane  (or 
other  of  similar  type),  Barreiro,  JCsposeiulc,  t'oz  do  Douro,  Ovar,  and  Qaia. 

f  A  statement  that  importing  and  exporting  firms  at  Rio  dc  Janeiro 
had  urged  Portugal  to  establish  a  line  of  steamers  between  the  two 
countries  was  published  in  Commerce  Repohts  for  Oct.  28,  1916.] 


AHEBICAN  CONSTJLAK  OFHCEBS  GIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facihties  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert,  T««)0t  J 

Brett,  flomrr 

BockUn,  George  A 

Cbamberlin,  Qearge  E 

Delchnum,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene ... 
aamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Jcntrins,  Douglas 

lyatbam,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  Soren 

Saner,  Emll , 

Smitb,  Felix  Willoughby. 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  O.  Bussell 

Wataon,  John  J.  C 

WiUrlcb,  Oebhard 

WeddeU,  Alexander  W .. . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Germany. . . 
La  Guaira,  Veneiuela. 

Bordeaux,  Franco. 

Georgetown,  Guiana.. 


Santos,  Braill 
St.     Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Germany. . . 
Corlnto,  Nicaragua. . . 


New 


Swatow,  China. 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
Tinh,  Russia 


Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario. 


St.  Pierre,  Hlquelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec.  25 

Feb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  17 

Jan.  2 

Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do 


Feb.    1 
Dec.  15 

Jan.    15 
Dec.  20 

Dec.  25 

...do 

Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chambcrltn,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Fcnobsoot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 

C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestio  Commerce,  504  Federal 
BuUdlnc,  ChicKo,  lU. 

129  Main  street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

The  Mcndota/Washlngton,  D.  C. 

"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 
County,  Va. 

Derartment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Itessmore  Kondell,  Woolworth  Build- 
ing, New  York  City. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1104  EucUd  SUeot  NW.,  Washington. 
D.C. 

2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 
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HEW  ZEAIABD  CENSOBSHIP  OF  CIHEIOLTOGSAPH  FILMS. 

(BritUth   ((iOTcrnment)    Board  of  Trade  JoamaJ,  Not.  23.] 

By  a  recent  order  in  council  relating  to  the  censorship  of  cine- 
matc^raph  films  in  New  2^nland,  all  films  must  be  submitted  to  the 
censor  at  hi.s  office  in  Wellington,  and  application  for  approval  must 
be  made  in  a  prescribed  form.  Respecting  imported  filnis  the  censor 
must  be  informed  of  (1)  the  title  of  the  film,  (2)  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer,  (3)  the  lengtli  of  the  film,  in  feet,  and  (4)  the  date 
of  importation.  Appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  censor  may  be  made 
to  a  board  of  appeals. 

A  photographic  reproduction  of  the  censor's  certificate  of  approval 
will  be  attached  to  a  film  on  payment  of  $1.20.  The  fees  for  examina- 
tion of  films  are  $1.20  for  the  first  1,000  feet  and  $0.60  for  every 
additional  500  feet  or  part  thereof;  and  for  appeals,  $2.45  for  every 
1,000  feet  of  film  or  part  thereof,  with  a  minimum  of  $7.35  for  any 
one  film. 


SHOBTAGE  OF  CABDBOABD  DT  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Nor.  12.  J 

The  export  of  unmanufactured  cardboard  from  Spain  has  in- 
creased during  the  past  months  to  such  an  extent  that  manufacturers 
of  boxes  and  of  goods  in  which  cardboard  is  used  were  imable  to 
secure  sufficient  supplies.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  1916 
2,640  tons  of  cardboard  were  exported  compared  with  133  tons  and 
341  tons  during  the  corresponding  periods  of  1914  and  1915,  respec- 
tively. At  the  same  time  the  import  of  rags  and  other  stock  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  cardboard  has  decreased.  In  view  of  existing 
conditions  the  Spanish  Government  by  a  royal  order,  published 
November  10,  prohibited  until  further  notice  the  export  of  gray  un- 
manufactiired  cardboard. 


Decieased  Crop  Acrei^e  in  New  Zealand. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow  reports  from  Auckland.  New 
Zealand,  under  date  of  November  7,  that  according  to  the  latest 
published  (Jovernment  estimate  the  area  to  be  sown  in  wheat  for  the 
1916-17  season  will  be  about  218,877  acres  against  335,423  acres  last 
year,  and  the  area  to  be  sown  in  oats  is  estimated  at  about  548,526 
acres  against  640^27  acres  last  year. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 

VEV  TORE:  Booa  40*,  Costoakonc. 

BOKTO.N:  1801  Cistonhone. 

rHICACO:  S04  Federal  BalMlns. 

KT.  LOl'IS:  408  Third  NaUoaal  Baak  Balldlsg. 

ATliA-NTA:  631  Pent  Offlee  Balldinf* 

KV.Yf  ORI.EANH;  lOSO  Hlberala  Bank  BalMIsf 

KAN  FRANdSrOt  SOJ  CntonhoiM. 

8KATTLE:  818  Hearj  Balldlaf. 


COOPXBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLSTELIXD:  Chaabtr  of  CMUwrt*. 
ClNCIKXATl!  Ckaaker  •!  Ooaaeree. 
CINCISSATI:  C^  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  C*. 
LOS  AXGELKS:  Ckaaker  of  C»maerre. 
rHILADELPHIA :  Ckanber  of  ronarm. 
CHAITAKOOSA:  Soatk  Aaerleui  kgtl,  SM(k> 

era  By.  Co. 
POBTLAND.  OBECI.:  Ckaaker  of  Coaaerct. 
DATTOHi  Cretler  DartOB  Aneelatioa. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOE  GOVEBHMENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTRUCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct"  with  the  offices  named,  and  spcciflcatlous  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  flims  to  submit  tenders,  they 
•hoald  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.l 

^avy  Department  supplies.  No.  3892. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  l>e  n>.olved  by  tbe 
Bureau  of  Supplies  niid  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Wasliiiiirton,  I).  C, 
to  whlcli  bureau  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  ii!>ply,  giving 
schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following :  Schedule  ')04,  canned 
bacon,  mincemeat,  pickles,  sauer  kraut,  and  lard  substitute;  schedule  505, 
binnacles,-  compasses  and  azimuth  tustrunients,  imd  boat  liquid  compasses ; 
schedule  506,  butt  hinges,  chest  locks,  iron  or  steel  nuts,  and  nickel  steel; 
schedule  507,  simr  fluor,  and  refrlgevatlug  system;  schedule  508,  16-iuch 
automatic  tapping  machine ;  schedule,  o09,  steel  castings  and  steel  forglngs ; 
■schedule  510,  canton  flannel;  schetlule  511,  alcohol,  beeswax,  blanc  flxe, 
paint  drier,  mineral  oil,  whale  oil,  Indiaii  red,  Venetian  re<l,  paint  remover, 
sal  ammoniac,  pulverlzetl  silica,  and  sirfrlts  of  turpentine;  schetlule  512, 
rubber  air  hose,  cotton  Are  hose,  and  wash  deck  hose;  schedule  513,  hy- 
draulic leather,  rigging  leather,  plate-glass  mirrors,  ship  refrigerators, 
vitreous  tile,  window  glass,  india-rubber  gloves,  prophylaxis  stands  and 
outfits,  and  strip  silver  solder ;  schedule  514,  domestic  oak,  white  pine,  and 
black  walnut;  schedule  515,  blacksmiths'  anvils,  iwwer-boat  bells,  ratchet 
bit  braces,  "C"  clamps,  pipe  cutters,  breast  drills,  hand  drills,  gouges, 
hammer,  ax,  etc.,  lumdles,  butt  hinges,  match  hooka,  electricians*  tool  kits, 
chest,  door,  pad,  drawer  locks  and  latches,  spare  parts  for  oiler  sets,  metal- 
workers* soapstone  pencils,  block  planes,  side-cutting  pliers,  brass  screws, 
spiral  screw  drivers,  shears,  snips,  etc.,  block  sheaves,  iron  or  steel  washers, 
engineers'  wrenches  and  pipe,  and  platform  scales;  .schedule  516,  metallic 
flexible  hose,  packing  leathers,  galvanized  steel  conduit  piiie,  boiler  tubes, 
brass  tubing,  flange  gate  valves,  and  flange  hose  valves;  schedule  517,  "B" 
flat  baritones,  "K"  flat  basses,  "B"  flat  cornets,  cymbals,  bass  drums, 
tenor  drum,  triangles,  and  slide  trombones;  schedule  518,  bath  bricks; 
schedule  519,  concrete  coarse  sand  and  broken  stone ;  schedule  520,  glycerin ; 
schedule  521,  galvanlzed-steel  buckets,  galvanized  welded  steel  pli)e,  alumi- 
num voice  tubing,  and  galvanized  malleable-iron  tubing;  schedule  522, 
cotton  canvas,  cheesecloth,  unbleached  muslin,  and  cotton  maclilne  thread ; 
schedule  523,  muriatic  acid,  acetone,  paint  drier,  yellow  ocher,  and  bitumi- 
nous solution;  schedule  524,  anvils,  bits,  etc.,  file  brushes,  1-gallon  paint 
cans,  emery  cloth,  flat  files,  etc.,  bronze  hinge  butt  lilnges,  pipe-wrench  jaws, 
wrenches,  etc.,  bronze  rim  locks,  sand  paper,  brass  cotter  pins,  brass  screws, 
spikes,  and  screw  wrenches;  schedule  525,  pipe  fittings,  composition  angle 
and  globe  valves,  composition  gate  valves,  reducing  pressure  valves,  and 
naval  brass;  schedule  526,  Interior  fittings  for  w.  t.  switches,  medium 
sheet  rubber,  copper  sulphate,  lamp  sockets,  lard  oil,  and  water  gauges; 
schedule  527,  laundry  soap;  schedule  528,  pine-tar  oil,  mercuric  oxide,  In- 
dian red,  60-galIon  drums  turpentine,  and  oxide  metallic  zinc;  schedule  529, 
24-lnch  bench  drill,  double  emery  grinder,  and  screw-cutting  engine  lathe; 
schedule  530,  gravel  and  building  sand;  schedule  531,  varnishes;  schedule 
532,  cotton  thread,  fire  extinguishers,  and  soda  ash ;  schedule  ."tSS,  cutlery, 
pans  and  pots,  kitchen  utensils,  and  tin,  nickel,  glass,  and  chinn  ware; 
schedule  534,  polishing  paste,  metal  liquid  polish,  soap  powder,  laundry 
soap,  toilet  soap,  and  ijaper  towels;  schedule  535,  bone  buttons,  metal 
buckles,  cotton  and  enameled  cloth,  sewing  cotton,  cliecked  nainsook,  and 
white  twills;  schedule  536,  alloy  steel  forglngs,  mushroom  anchors,  and 
nickel  valves;  schedule  537,  soft  sheet  steel,  rubber  gaskets,  and  Iron  or 
steel  buckets;  schedule  538,  Iron  steel  wire  nails;  schedule  539,  template 
paper;  and  schedule  540,  safety  matches. 

Bale  of  wooden  towers,  No.  3893. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Lighthou.se  Insfiector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  sale  of  two  old  wooden  towers, 
located  in  the  Niagara  River,  opposite  the  Motorboat  Club.  Further  infor- 
mation may  l)o  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Post-offlco  construction.  No.  3894. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Ofiice,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  January  22,  1917,  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  post  oflSce  at 
Richfield,  Utah.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  from  the  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  Richfield,  Utah,  or  from  the  Washington  office. 
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rOBEIGN  TRADE  OPPOBTUVinES. 


Beoprvrd  addreHscfi  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bar«aii  and  Its  dlatrtet  oflleea.  Reoaeat 
for  each  opportunity  Hbould  bo  on  a  Heparate  uheet  and  atate  OBSortanity  amiBWev, 
Tbe  Barcan  dors  not  fiirulHb  credit  ratings  or  assume  reaponalbUity  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  sbould  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Bymbola: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  ofBcors ;  t  Iteported  by  commercial  attacbf«  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Ulrect  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Automobiles 23259 

Building  materials 23264 

Camping  outats 2.^265 

Casings,  sausage - .  23262 

Obemical  products 23258 

Cotton  piece  goods 23266 

ColTee 23262 

Cutlery 23258,23260 

Druggists'  supplies 23260 

(Jlttsswarc 23260 

Hairdressers'  supplies 23260 

Hardware 2.3258,  23268,  23265 

Household    supplies 23258,23260,23265 

.Jewelry 23258 

Lighting  fixtures 23265 

Machinery 23263 


Machinery,  agrlcultnral . 
Machinery,  automatic  - 

Machinery,  dyeing 

Machinery,  knitting 

"    "  erizliiB 


2.'»59 
2326T 
23261 
232«l 

Machinery,  mergenzlng __->_  23261 

Machinery,  umbrella 23238 

Mechanical  supplies 23243 

Novelties,  silver,  copper,  and  tin 23264 

Pharmaceatical  products 23258 

Plumbing  supplies 23258 

Bubber  goods 23258 

Stationary  articles 23248 

Tools 23258,  23241 

Travelers'  supplies 23246 

Trucks,  motor 2325* 

Yarn,  cotton 23344 


232.'>S.t — A  firm  in  Russia,  with  a  branch  office  In  the  United  States,  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  rubber 
goods,  hardware,  tools,  plumbing  supplies,  cuttery,  enameled  kitchen  uten- 
sils, pharmaceutical  and  chemical  products,  dieap  Jewelry,  and  macfatnerr 
and  supplies  for  manufacturing  umbrellas.    Reference. 

23259.* — ^A  man  In  Spain  would  like  to  l)e  placed  In  touch  with  American 
exporters  of  agricultural  machinery  and  small  uutoinobile  trucks  and 
touring  cars.  Payment  will  be  made  against  slilpping  ducunieuts.  Refer- 
ences.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

23200. t — A  firm  of  general  merchants  in  England  wishes  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cutlery,  household  supplies,, 
glassware,  hairdressers'  supplies,  druggists'  supplies,  stationery  supplies, 
enameled  ware,  razors,  scissors,  and  ixK'ketknlTes. 

23261.* — A  firm  in  Brazil  Is  In  the  market  for  mercerizing  and  dyeing 
machinery,  and  machinery  for  making  hosiery,  knitted  shirts,  etc.  Oats- 
logues  are  also  desired.    Correspondence  in  Portuguese.     References. 

232(52.* — A  commission  firm  In  Spain  wishes  to  represent  American  exporters 
of  coffee  and  sausage  casings.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Corres^udence  amy 
be  in  English. 

23203. — The  representative  of  an  .Argentine  firm,  who  is  at  present  in  the 
United  States,  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  mechanical  supplies,  machinery,  tools,  hardware,  and  various  articles 
recently  patented.    Corresiwndence  in  English.    Reference. 

23264.* — A  wholesale  merchant  in  Switzerland  desires  to  purcha.se  or  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  building  materials.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  European  port  Cash  will  be  paid  against  sliip- 
ping  documents  in  Switzerland.    References. 

23265.* — A  man  in  Spain  Is  In  the  market  for  camping  outfits,  travelers"  sap- 
plies,  kitchen  utensils,  hou.sehold  supplies,  hardware,  and  lighting  fixtures. 
Correspondence  may  lie  in  English.    References. 

23266.* — ^A  man  in  Persia  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 

and  exporters  of  white  cotton  piece  goods,  cotton  yarns,  and  articles  of 

silver,  copt)er,  and  tin.    Samples  of  the  piece  goods  ami  yarn  desli-ed  way 

be  Inspected  at  the  Itureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  flie  No.  82-427.) 

23207.* — .\  manufacturer  in  Spain  would  like  to  communicate  with  American 
exi>orters  of  automatic  maciiines  for  covering  cylinders,  for  use  in  cotton 
spinning,  with  cloth  and  leather.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Correspondence  in 
Spanish. 

WASHINQTOti  :  aOTZBKUBNT  PBIiCTIIta  OFTICS :  1*1* 
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HEW  EXPOBT  DUTIES  IN  MEXICO. 

[Telesram  from  the  special  tvprcsentativc  of  American  Interests  In  Mexico,  Dec.  12.] 

A  decree  of  the  Carranza  Government,  issued  December  11  and 
published  December  12,  states  as  follows :  Beginning  the  15th  instant 
the  decree  of  March  6, 1916,  which  amended  article  1,  section  4  of  the 
revenue  law  of  1912-13,  is  altered  in  the  following  manner:  Article 
1,  section  4 :  E.xport  duties  on  bulls  more  than  1  year  old,  $20  a  head. 
Guayule  gum  and  caucho,  $0.10  per  kilo.  Cuttle  exported  by  the 
owner  and  bearing  his  brand  require  no  special  permit  for  exporta- 
tion ;  otherwise  a  permit  is  indispensable.  Governors  of  States  may 
not  hinder  exportation  of  cattle. 

CHANQE  IN  MEXICAN  TAXES  ON  METALS. 

[Telegram  from  the  special  representative  ot  American  Interests  in  Mexico  at  Querctaro, 

Dec.  II.] 

Following  decrees  appeared  Saturday:  Export  taxes  on  metals 
suspended  from  10th  instant  until  December  31,  1917,  during  which 
time  following  internal  taxes  assessed:  Gold  and  silver  biillion,  5 
per  cent  of  assay  value;  gold  and  silver  ores,  7  per  cent;  copper 
bullion,  5  per  ceiit;  copper  ore,  6  per  cent;  other  metals,  3  per  cent. 
The  Treasury  Department  will  fix  value  of  metals  monthly  in  ac- 
cordance with  circular  mentioned  below.  If  New  York  price  of 
copper  becomes  less  than  20  cents  United  States  currency,  taxes 
on  copper  will  be  reduced  5  per  cent.  Exemptions  from  taxes  re- 
ferred to  in  decree  of  May  1,  1916,  will  apply  only  in  following 
cases:  Copper  ore  with  less  than  5  per  cent  metal;  lead  ore  with 
less  than  15  per  cent;  zinc  ore  with  less  than  20  per  cent. 

A  circular  provides  as  fellow^  for  determination  of  values  for 
revenue  purposes  by  the  Treasury  Department  on  the  basis  of  NeAV 
York  prices:  Silver  and  copper,  market  price  without  deduction, 
net  production ;  zinc,  on  75  per  cent  assay  result  and  value  calculated 
on  New  York  price  after  deducting  cost  of  treatment  and  freight 
charges,  taking  as  average  freight  charge  from  Saltillo,  Mexico,  to 
Tulsa,  Okla.;  value  for  other  metals  calculated  on  price  at  export 
ports.  Treasury  Department  may  base  metal  values,  except  copper 
and  silver,  on  data  of  United  States  custom  houses. 

7062»°-i»  1009 
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AITSTBALIAN  WOOL  SHXFMEITES  FOB  THE  UHITED  STATES. 

The  removal  of  the  Australian  embargo  on  shipments  of  burry 
wool  to  the  United  States  was  announced  in  Commebce  Refobts  for 
November  14.  The  regulations  prescribed  for  the  management  of 
wool  sales,  shipments,  etc.,  have  been  summarized  by  the  commercial 
attache  at  Melbourne  in  a  report  on  the  subject  dated  November  13, 
which  states  that  a  committee  of  prominent  members  of  the  wool 
trade  assists  the  Government  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  The 
following  rules  have  been  prescribed  for  the  exports  permitted 
since  November  20 : 

The  wool  shall  be  consigned  to  the  order  of  the  Textile  Alliance,  approved  by 
the  British  Government. 

Tlie  CommonwealOi  Government  shall  determine  from  time  to  time  the  ap- 
proximate apportionment  to  each  State,  with  due  regard  to  production,  class, 
and  character  of  "  burry  "  wool.  Equality  of  treatment  shall  be  observed  as 
far  as  possible  between  the  States  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sworn  declarations  shall  be  made  by  wool-selling  brokers  that  only  "  burry  " 
merino  wools  will  be  catalogued  for  sale  to  America. 

Guaranteed  fair  average  samples  of  "  burry  "  merino  wools  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  various  lots  offered  for  sale  and  liept  separate  from  other  samples 
for  reference  purposes. 

The  Commonwealth  shall  appoint  at  each  selling  center  wool  experts  ap- 
proved by  the  Government,  who  are  not  connected  with  buying  or  selling 
agencies,  to  inspect  all  lots  of  "burry"  merino  wools  offered  for  sale,  and 
no  lot  shall  be  sold  without  a  certificate  from  the  official  expert  that  it  cames 
under  the  classification  of  "  burry  "  wool. 

The  expenses  of  the  official  experts  shall  be  borne  by  the  selling  brokers 
In  proportion  to  their  sales  of  "  burry  "  wool. 

In  case  a  dispute  arises  between  the  selling  broker  and  the  official  expert  as 
to  any  lot  of  "  burry  "  wool,  the  Commonwealth  Government  shall  appoint  an 
umpire,  whose  decision  shall  be-flnal  and  binding  on  all  parties. 

Statements  of  the  numbers  of  bales  sold  for  shipment  to  America  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretai-y  of  the  Prime  Minister's  Department 

Any  selling  broker  or  buyer  who  departs  from  the  conditions  laid  down  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  make  further  sales  or  purchases  under  the  arrangement 

An  attache  stated  that  a  decision  in  regard  to  cross-bred  wool  was 
expected  within  a  short  time,  but  as  the  purchase  of  the  entire  wool 
clip  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand  by  the  British  GroTemment  has 
been  announced  (British  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  30),  arrange- 
ments for  exports  to  America  will  probably  be  changed. 

[The  British  Government's  purchase  of  the  New  Zealand  wool  clip  was  re- 
ported in  CoMUEBCE  Repobts  for  Nov.  24.  This  issue  also  contains  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  an  organization  of  woolgrowers  In  regard  to  the  Australian- 
American  trade.] 

BBITISH  CIT7  SAVES  WASTE  PAFEB. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  IngnuD,  Bradford,  Not.  30.] 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  paper  the  saving  of  waste  paper  is 
now  being  carried  on  extensively  and  thoroughly  in  this  city.  At 
tJie  Bradford  Town  Hall,  previous  to  the  war,  tons  of  waste  paper 
had  annually  to  be  disposed  of  and  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $7.50 
per  ton ;  it  is  now  being  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  $15  to  $60  per 
ton  according  to  the  ^rade. 

Owing  to  tne  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  paper  and  otberprintiiig 
materials,  a  nimiber  of  weekly  newspapers  published  in  Yorkshire 
have  increased  the  price  of  their  publications  from  Id.  (2  cents)  to 
l^d.  (3  cents),  and  in  the  case  of  one  Bradford  newspaper  to  2d.  (4 
cents) . 
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chueah  hitbate  statistics  fob  octobeb. 

(Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  AntofaKasta,  Not.  24.] 

During  October  108  oficinas  or  reduction  plants  in  Chile  were  pro- 
ducing nitrate  of  soda,  and  the  amount  made  in  this  month  was 
6^50,562  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  pounds  each.  Shipments  for  the 
same  period  were  5,242,151  quintals.  There  was  an  increase  of 
1,626,000  quintals  in  production  over  September,  but  a  decrease  in 
■  exportations  of  some  2,455,000  quintals.  The  industry  as  a  whole 
has  about  reached  the  proportions  existing  before  the  war.  Compari- 
son with  October  output  and  exports  in  previous  yeai-s  follows : 


October. 

ProdactiOD. 

Exportation. 

IMB, .'. 

Quinlalt. 
6,350,S62 
4,872,884 
2,865.494 
5,058,774 
5,052,2fi» 

Quinteb. 
5,243,151 

1916 

3,711,650 

1914 

1,512,7S8 
6,849,747 

1913 

1912       

5,046,158 

Little  Change  in  Prices — Strike  Settled. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  prices  of  nitrate  contracts  on  this 
coast.  While  the  market  has  been  firm,  there  has  been  no  great . 
eagerness  to  purchase  or  sell  as  a  general  thing.  The  premium  for 
refined  or  96  per  cent  nitrate  is  not  so  great  as  it  has  been  recently, 
being  at  the  end  of  October  about  2d.  ($0.04)  per  quintal  for  deliveries 
during  the  remainder  of  1916,  with  a  little  greater  dilFerence  for 
1917  deliveries. 

The  quotations  for  ordinary  or  95  per  cent  nitrate  were  about 
8s.  lid.  ($2.17)  for  1916  shipment,  and  for  1917  from  8s.  SJJd.  to 
7s.  lOd.  (from  $2.02  to  $1.91),  according  as  nitrate  for  early  or  late 
shipment  in  that  year  was  desired.  For  refined  nitrate,  96  per  cent 
less  1  per  cent,  9s,  Id.  ($2.21)  was  expected  for  1916  deliveries,  while 
1917  shipments  Avere  quoted  at  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  2d,  ($2.07  to  $1.99)  for 
deliveries  during  the  earlier  and  later  parts  of  the  year,  respectively. 
All  these  prices  were  for  delivery  free  alongside  A'essel  with  export 
tax  paid. 

At  the  end  of  October  a  strike  among  the  lightermen  and  steve- 
dores at  Iquique  took  place,  and  during  the  first  part  of  November 
the  movement  extended  to  Calela  Buena,  Pisagua,  and  Junin.  The 
shipment  of  nitrate  was  hindered  thereby,  but  by  the  middle  of 
November  a  settlement  was  reached  and  the  men  returned  to  work,  a  '. 
slightly  increased  scale  of  wages  for  handling  nitrate  being  granted. 


FISH  LAITOED  IN  NEW  ENGLAND  FOBTS  DUBING  NOVEUBEB. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fishery  px'oducts  at  Boston  and  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  November,  1916,  in- 
cluded 200  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessenls  landed  at  Boston 
234  trips  aggregating  6,892,701  pounds  of  fisli,  valued  at  $294,241; 
at  Gloucester,  369  trips  aggregating  5,191,309  pounds,  valued  at 
$145,615;  and  at  Portland,  255  trips  amounting  to  966,275  pounds, 
valued  at  $36,781.  The  total  for  the  tliree  ports  during  the  montli 
amounted  to  858  trips,  aggregating  13,050,285  pounds  of  fresh  and 
salted  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $476,637, 
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BIO  MOTOE  FLABT  FBOJZOTED  TM IXELAHD. 

(Consul  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (Qbeenstown),  Mot  24.] 

The  Trafford  Engineering  Co.,  of  Trafford  Park,  Manchester, 
England,  has  taken  an  option  on  tJie  city  park  of  Cork,  with  a  con- 
ditional guaranty  that  it  will  erect  a  manufacturing  establishmrait  to 
cost  between  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000.  The  company  intends  to 
manufacture  worm-drive  motor  trucks  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  it 
guarantees  to  employ  at  least  2,000  adults  at  a  niinimiim  wage  of  a 
shilling  (24  cents)  per  hour. 

Such  an  establishment  would  revolutionize  the  economic  situation 
of  Cork,  and  the  project  has  created  a  profound  impression.  The 
option  terminates  on  December  31,  1916. 

The  agreement  provides  that  the  Trafford  Engineering  Co.  shall 
receive  fee-simple  and  riparian  right  to  a  river  n-ontage  of  at  least 
1,130  feet,  probably  with  an  additional  500  feet.  There  is  already 
a  depth  of  28  feet  of  water  alon^ide  a  portion  of  this  frontage, 
whicn  comprises  virtually  the  entire  quay  line  that  can  be  made 
available  in  or  near  the  city.  Subsequent  establishments,  of  course, 
might  be  located  a  little  distance  below  the  city  on  the  River  Lee. 

To  Close  Fnblio  Highway  and  Fnmisli  Snbstitote. 

In  addition,  that  portion  of  the  city  park  is  to  be  acquired  which 
includes  the  Marina  race  course  and  all  the  park  area  as  far  east- 
ward from  the  city  as  the  Cork  Boat  Club.  In  order  to  utilize  this 
tract  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  a  public  highway,  and  the  pro- 
motei's  wUI  establish  and  maintain  a  substitute  highway  leading  mto 
the  park  from  behind  the  race  course.  An  enabling  act  from  Par- 
liament will  be  necessary  for  the  closing  of  the  highway  and  for 
the  acquisition  of  fee-simple  rights  in  the  public  land  and  cmnmons 
involved.  The  usual  procedure  for  procuring  this  parliamentary 
authorization  would  be  a  private  bill,  which  could  hardly  be  passed 
in  less  than  two  years,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  been  consulted  and  has  shown  a  disposition  so  favorable 
that  it  will  be  safe  to  proceed  inunediately  with  the  project 

The  Corporation  is  to  receive  approximately  $50,000  for  the  rights 
that  it  surrenders,  the  substantial  consideration  in  reality  being  the 
guaranties  as  to  the  size  and  nature  of  the  industry  to  be  establi^ed. 
The  Trafford  Engineering  Co.  estimates  that  the  cost  of  the  buildings 
and  machinery  will  be  close  to  $2,000,000  and  actually  undertakes 
that  not  less  than  $1,000,000  shall  be  expended  on  them  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  completion  of  the  transfer. 
Expect  to  Exceed  Onaranty  in  Nnntber  of  Workers. 

While  the  actual  guaranty  as  to  the  number  of  adult  male  workers 
to  be  employed  provides  ^or  only  2,000,  the  promoters  state  they 
anticipate  that  double  or  treble  that  number  of  workmen  will  be 
utilized.  They  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  a  260-acre  tract 
Icnown  as  the  Lakelands  property  for  the  erection  of  a  "garden  city" 
for  housing  the  workmen  i"n  model  homes. 

The  expenditure  of  siicli  relatively  large  sums  should  prove  of  , 
almost  inestimable  benefit  to  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  the  operation 
here  of  a  large  and  successful  modern  manufacturing  enterprise 
should  open  up  a  new  future  for  the  Province  of  Munster.    The 
emigration  which  might  otherwise  ensue  upon  the  termination  of  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


JDOMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  1013 

■war  should  in  a  large  measure  be  obviated.    Moreover,  the  general 
prosperity  induced  by  the  presence  at  Corli  of  a  large  manufacturing 
establishment  is  apt  to  benefit  in  innumerable  ways  the  economic  life 
of  this  region. 
Shipments  of  Coal  from  South  Wales. 

It  has  been  maintained  frequently  that  the  absence  of  bituminous 
coal,  iron  ore,  and  other  mineral  wealth  permanently  precludes 
Cork  from  becoming  an  industrial  center  and  confines  MunsteV  to 
an  agricultural  role.  The  undertaking  now  projected  indicates  that 
the  situation  may  not  be  as  unfavorable  for  industrial  development  as 
has  been  supposed.  The  coal  can  be  brought  by  water  from  South 
"Wales  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  cheaply  as  the  Scotcli  coal  is  taken  by 
water  to  Belfast,  and  the  situation  as  to  steel  and  other  metals  is 
analogous. 

A  portion  of  the  raw  materials,  and  a  still  larger  portion  of  the 
equipment,  will  be  drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  the  general 
traffic  between  this  port  and  America,  which  has  been  so  conspicu- 
ously deficient  in  the  past,  probably  will  be  considerably  stimulated. 
The  standard  of  wages,  and  consequently  the  standard  of  living,  will 
be  revised  upward.  Some  of  the  local  industries  undoubtedly  will 
be  stimulated  as  an  indirect  result.  On  the  whole,  it  is  probable  that 
the  enterprise  will  mark  a  new  epoch  in  the  industrial  history  of  the 
south  of.  Ireland. 

CONSUMPTION  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  COTTON  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

Preliminary  figures  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Cen- 
sus give  the  amount  of  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States  during 
November,  1916,  as  584,082  running  bales  (counting  rotmd  as  half 
bales),  compared  with  514,743  bales  for  the  same  month  in  1915.  The 
amount  of  cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  November 
30  was  2.191,799  bales,  against  1,613,041  bales  for  the  same  date  in 
1915,  and  the  amount  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  was 
4,098,928  bales  against  4,981,939  bales  at  the  end  of  November,  1915, 
Linters  not  included  above  were  64,991  bales  consumed  during  No- 
vembei*,  1910,  and  82,169  bales  in  1915 ;  79,840  bales  on  hand  in  con- 
suming establishments  on  November  30,  1916,  and  99.089  bales  in 
1915^  and  123,374  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1916, 
and  116,787  bales  in  1915. 

The  imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  November.  1916.  were  13,189 
bales  (500-pound  bales),  against  21,168  bales  in  the  same  month  in 
1915,  and  the  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  were  7.")0,550 
running  bales,  against  524,392  bales  in  November,  1915. 

CONSULATE  WANTS  CATALOGUES  AND  TKADE  JOURNALS. 

Consul  Kdwin  C.  Kemp,  of  Tunis.  Tunisia,  requests  that  American 
exporters  furnish  him  with  catalogues,  trade  journals,  and  other  ex- 
port literature  for  the  use  of  the  consulate.  He  states  that  while 
Tunisia  does  not  offer  so  large  a  market  as  do  some  other  districts, 
there  is  a  live  interest  in  that  field  in  both  Ameican  goods  and  Ameri- 
can methods,  and  that  in  order  to  furnish  information  to  inquirers  a 
certain  amount  of  trade  literature  is  indispensable. 
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AMEBICAN  CAPITAL  DT  09ATEMALA  MABSLE  QUASBIES. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Rest,  Guatemaltt  City,  Not.  a.] 

American  capitalists  who  are  developing  two  marble  quarries  near 
Zacapa,  Guatemala,  announce  that  they  will  probably  be  able  to 
make  their  first  shipment  of  marble  about  April  1,  1917.  The  com- 
pany that  they  have  organized  is  building  a  railway  from  the  Guate- 
mala-Puerto Barrios  branch  of  the  International  Railways  of  Cen- 
tral America  to  the  marble  quarries.  The  line  is  9|  miles  long  and 
the  grading  is  practically  completed.  The  company  is  buildmg  a 
steel  bridge  across  the  Motagua  River,  the  principal  stream  in  Guate- 
mala. With  the  completion  of  this  bridge  the  operation  of  the  road 
will  be  begun,  probably  early  in  the  coming  year. 

Descriptions  of  the  Two  Deposits. 

The  marble  exists  in  two  deposits,  under  conditions  inviting  ex- 
ploitation. The  first  deposit  reaches  an  altitude  of  3,000  and  the 
stratum  extends  from  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  1  mile  each  way, 
Avith  a  thickness  of  300  feet.  The  second  deposit  attains  an  altitude 
of  6,000  feet  and  the  stratum  is  1  mile  wide  and  3J  miles  long,  with  a 
thickness  of  85  feet.    It  lies  about  3  miles  beyond  the  first  deposit 

The  claim  is  made  that  the  marble  is  98  per  cent  pure.  It  is  com- 
pact, and  weighs  180  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot.  It  is  susceptible  of  a 
high  polish. 

While  the  demand  for  statuary  marble  is  limited,  the  company  ex- 
pects to  find  a  good  market  for  this  product  in  the  United  States  and 
bouth  America,  for  building  purposes.  It  has  a  large  concession 
covering  a  wide  i-egion  of  Guatemala.  The  company  has  general 
offices  in  the  United  States  and  a  branch  office  in  Guatemala  City. 

[The  name  of  the  company  mentioned  and  its  address  in  the  United  States 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Etomestic  Commerce,  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  Na  82002.] 


PBOPOSED  NATIONAUZATIOir  OF  MUTES  IN  FSAHCE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedlti,  Fails,  Not.  24.] 

A  bill  proposing  the  nationalization  of  mines  has  just  been  pre- 
sented to  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies.  This  measure  provides 
that  the  exploitation  of  mines  shall  be  exclusively  reserved  to  the 
Government;  that  no  further  mining  concessions  shall  be  granted; 
and  that  concessions  already  granted  but  unexploited  shall  revert 
to  the  State. 

The  mining  concessions  that  are  in  active  operation  must  be  trans- 
ferred to  State  management  within  six  months  after  the  promidga- 
tion  of  the  proposed  Taw,  the  Government  to  pay  for  the  ouildings, 
the  equipment,  and  the  existing  material  at  an  inventoried  price  de- 
termined jointly  by  representatives  of  the  Government  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  mine  owners.  Payment  will  be  made  in  credit  in- 
struments to  be  amortized  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  net  yield  of 
the  mines  thus  brought  under  Government  management 

The  law  further  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
settle  all  disputes  and  controversies  growing  out  of  the  scheme  of 
purchase. 
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SHrOAFOBE  EXFOBT  TBABE. 

[Consol  narry  Campbell,  detailed  as  rice  consul,  Singapore,  Straits  S<-ttli>meDts.l 

The  table  that  follows  gives  the  exports  from  Singapore  of  the 
principal  products  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  years  1913,  1914, 
1915,  1916,  showing  comparative  quantities  to  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Continent  of  Europe  as  compiled  by  the 
Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce : 


Articles  and  desU- 

Janoary-Soptcmbei^ 

Articles  and  dcstl- 

nitisns. 

January-  f  epiember— 

nations. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

CoffM: 

United  States. 

Tom. 
52 

Tom. 
30 

Tm>. 

Tm». 

Pepper,  vlUte: . 

United  Stated. 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

Totu. 
856 
591 

1,147 

1,155 

222 

3,852 

3,648 
28,135 
3,915 

80 
30 
42 

1,914 

6,254 

85 

2.921 
1.341 

3,851 

64 

1,070 

762 

3,371 

18,297 
12,762 

107 

370 

1,654 

488 

1,572 

291 

10,404 

9,261 
4,422 

Tmu. 
705 
958 
558 

1,058 

5t7 

2,606 

4,881 
25.2'>7 
2,t78 

74 
12 
3 

3,801 

7.016 

839 

2.125 
1.253 
6,530 

120 
993 

437 

2,130 
17,102 
10,714 

159 

662 

1,549 

538 

2,368 

291 

8,512 
8,361 
4,706 

r«n». 

1,192 

1,263 

120 

1,014 

1,282 
1,728 

1,090 

3l,.'i07 

389 

32 

Ton*. 
870 

OrcAt  Britain 

225 
126 

15 
6 

3,040 

143 

51 

1.907 

47,679 

4.125 
2,053 
4,167 

829 
210 
817 

5 
55 

214 

3,765 

1,626 

987 

576 
164 
873 

6,685 
419 
376 

509 

2,065 
609 

119 

1,237 

330 

203 
5 
16 

118 

96 

Copra: 
United  States 

Pepper,  black: 

United  States. 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

1,447 

Great  Britain...;.; 

4,860 
54,008 

3,379 
2,932 
5,486 

1,132 
574 
688 

S 
30 
193 

2,971 

1,021 

600 

562 
258 
401 

4,478 
.374 
376 

795 
700 
694 

50 

1,250 

327 

182 
24 
79 

4.684 
30,067 

2,613 
6.710 
1,946 

401 

902 

90 

10 
68 
65 

3,434 
846 
115 

1,853 
498 
234 

5,839 
471 
159 

866 

1,237 

30 

8 

1,937 

278 

189 

48 

8 

19,276 
15,144 

3.2n 

4,022 
710 

188 

324 
61 

54 
18 
133 

3,485 

1,034 

187 

2,299 

908 

49 

6,504 

664 

64 

1,054 

1,247 

26 

52 
2,199 

67 

480 

2,354 
1,378 

348 

3,217 

60) 

Oambier: 

I'nltcd  States 

Great  Britain 

Continent. . 

Pineeppios: 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

Gambler,  ciibe: 

Unltpd  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Rubber,  Bornea: 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

17 

Continent 

1          57 

Gam  benzoin: 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Continent. 

Rubber,  Par.i: 

United  8talc<! 

Groat  Britain 

Continent 

13.420 
10,546 
1,604 

5.087 
5.797 
1.723 

87 

1,330 

30 

2.727 
M.02S 
11,290 

603 
1,989 
1,027 

379 

2,209 

64 

16,351 
6,246 
6,012 

26,913 
10,273 
3,900 

Gum  eopAl: 

United  autes 

Oraat  Britain 

Continent . 

Rattans: 

United  States 

Groat  Britain 

Continent 

7.469 

3,245 

247 

Gum  damar: 

United  Stotes 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

Sago,  pearl: 

United  States 

Groat  Britain 

Conlinpnt 

59 

1,749 

25 

G  atta-Joolatong: 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

Sagollour: 

United  States 

Great  Brllaln 

Continent 

2,354 

27,S77 

4,402 

Gutta-perctia: 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Continent     

Tapioca,  llalte: 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Continent. . . 

69 
3.108 
1,133 

Bides: 

United  Stales 

Great  Britain 

Cont  inent 

Tapioca,  pearl: 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Continent. 

523 

1,524 

44 

Mutmees: 

United  States. 

Great  Britain 

Continent 

Tin: 

United  Stotes 

Groat  Brirsin 

Continent. 

12,987 
5.979 
5,240 

Nuts,  lllipe: 
United  States 

GrcU  Britain 

46 
316 

1,769 
8,546 

4,605 
5,097 

1,319 
1.268 

The  sales  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  have  decreased  in  practically 
all  articles  except  Para  rubber,  while  shipments  to  Great  Britain  have 
in  the  main  increased.  Exports  of  Para  rubber  ha^■e  risen  in  all 
cases,  Europe's  purchases  of  3,900  tons  in  the  191C  period  being  some 
45  times  greater  than  the  1913  figure.  Great  Britain's  growing  from 
6,254  tons  in  1913  to  10,273  tons  in  1916,  and  those  of  the  United 
States  increasing  from  1,914  tons  to  26,913  tons,  or  some  1,300  per 
cent.  The  exports  of  rubber  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  nme 
months  of  1916  are,  it  will  be  noted,  nearly  twice  as  great  as  the  com- 
bined exports  to  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
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SHALL  TELEFEOHE  SYSTEK  FOK  CSUBSKIHGr. 

(Consul  Hfrl  8.  Ujen,  ChangUns,  China,  Oct.  29.] 

The  police  headquarters  at  Chungking  recently  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  Co-Director  of  Military  Affairs  of  Szechucn  Province 
to  establish  a  small  telephone  system  to  connect  the  various  Govern- 
ment offices  and  police  stations  in  this  city.  This  system  is  beii^ 
established  to  facilitate  the  transaction  or  official  business  and  is 
not  intended  for  the  use  of  the  public.  Fifty  telephones  and  their 
accessories  have  been  ordered  through  a  local  firm  fr<xn  Shanghai 
and  delivery  is  expected  during  November.  The  instruments  are 
said  to  be  British  and  to  cost  120  taels  (about  $91  United  States 
currency) ,  each.    The  service  has  been  offered  to  the  local  consulates. 

The  regulations  governing  the  installing  of  telephones  prescribe 
that  subscribers  must  deposit  a  cash  bond  of  $50  Mexican  (aoout  $27 
United  States  currency),  which  will  be  returned  when  the  telephone 
is  removed,  and  pay  a  monthly  fee  of  $6  Mexican.  The  shortest  term 
for  which  a  phone  will  be  installed  is  six  months.  This  system  is 
under  the  management  of  the  police  headquarters  of  Chungking. 
It  has  been  arranged  between  the  police  headquarters  and  the  tele- 
graph administration  that  in  the  event  of  a  service  for  the  use  of  the 
general  public  being  established,  this  system  will  be  purchased  by 
that  administration. 

The  installaticm  and  operation  of  telephone  services  is  a  Govern- 
ment enterprise  and  is  reserved  to  the  Ministry  of  Communications. 


WISE-DBAG  WOBE  07  THE  FAST  SEASON. 

Achievements  of  importance  to  navigation  Interests  are  recorded 
as  a  result  of  the  wire-drag  work  of  the  past  season  by  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  Attention  has  been  given  to 
surveys  of  harbors  and  their  approaches  on  both  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  coastSj  and  especially  valuable  work  has  beem  done  in  Alaska. 

The  two  wire-drag  parties  engaged  in  surveys  of  Alaskan  waters 
have  completed  their  work  for  the  season  and  have  disbanded.  Their 
outfits  have  been  transferred  to  Seattle  to  be  used  for  wire-drag  sur- 
veys on  the  west  coast  during  the  winter.  After  the  usual  prelim- 
inary work  these  parties  began  field  operations  during  the  latter  part 
of  April  and  continued  until  about  the  middle  of  October.  Both 
parties  had  a  very  satisfactory  season.  Continuing  from  the  limits 
of  the  previous  season's  work,  lai^  additional  areas  have  been  ex- 
amined and  rendered  safe  for  the  numerous  vessels  navigating  the 
waters  of  southeast  Alaska.  In  addition  to  the  wire-drag  work,  the 
parties  have  carried  out  an  extensive  scheme  of  triangulation  and 
topography  and  have  obtained  A'aluable  current  and  tidal  observa- 
tions. 

The  total  area  examined  by  one  wire-drag  party  covers  about  5125 
Fquarc  miles,  and  in  this  area  were  found  more  than  70  changes  from 
tlie  charted  depths,  not  a  few  of  which  constitute  serious  dangers  to 
navigation.  The  other  party  dragged  an  area  of  about  250  square 
miles  during  the  season,  and  about  115  changes  from  the  charted 
deptlis  were  found.    The  extent  to  which  navigation  in  this  region 
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has  been  safeguarded  by  tbiB  discovery  of  these  shoals  can  hardly  be 
realized  without  a  glance  at  the  charts  affected. 

Work  In  Hew  England  and  on  Faciilc  Coast. 

Because  of  the  approach  of  winter  the  two  parties  engaged  in  wire- 
drag  operations  on  the  coast  of  New  England  have  discontinued  work 
for  the  season  and  have  disbanded.  The  season  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful both  in  regard  to  areas  completed  and  important  dangers  to 
navigation  discovered.  The  main  project  was  to  complete  the  sur- 
vey of  the  approaches  to  Boston  Harbor,  begun  in  1915,  and  to  carry 
the  work  along  the  coast  from  the  north  limit  of  the  previous  sea- 
son's work  to  Cape  Ann;  also  to  connect  with  the  southern  limit  of 
the  previous  season,  near  Plymouth,  and  to  complete  the  area  be- 
tween this  limit  and  the  eastern  entrance  of  the  Cape  Cod  Canal. 
This  project  was  carried  out  with  the  result  that  the  dragged  area 
along  this  part  of  the  coast  now  extends  unbroken  from  the  canal 
to  Cape  Ann. 

During  the  coming  winter  wire-drag  work  will  be  done  by  L.  O. 
Colbert  in  San  Francisco  Bay  and  entrance,  the  party  having  arrived 
at  San  Franciseo  on  November  13.  Other  wor£  on  the  Pacific  coast 
will  include  a  wire-drag  survey,  including  the  hydrography  in  some 
places  and  chart  revision  where  necessary  of  Richs  Passage,  Sin- 
clair Inlet,  Port  Orchard,  Agate  Passage,  and  Port  Madison. 


AMESICAN  CONSTTIAB  OFFICEBS  017  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 


AJlMt,  Talbot; 

Brett,  Homer 

Bueklin,  George  A 

ChamberUn,  Oeorge  E 

Deichnuo,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  Oeorge  Eagene. . . . 
aamoo,  John  A 

Hanson,  GoorgoC 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latbam.  rharles  L 

Lbtoe,  Boren 

Saaer,EinII 

Smith,  Felix  WiUoughbjr. 

Smith,  TamRi  A 

Taggart,  U.  Roanfl. 

Watson,  John  J.  0 

WUlrich,  Uebhard 

WeddcII,  Alexander  W . . . 


Post. 


Hanover,  Oennany. . . 
La  Ouaira,  Venezuela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana.. 


Santos,  Braill. 
St.    Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmm,  Oermsny, 
Corlnto,  Nicaragua 


New 


Swatow,  rhlna. 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
TIflfa,  Russia 


Calcutta,  India 

CornwaU,  Ontario. . 


St.  Pierre,  Ulquolon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Oreoco 


Expln- 

tionof 
Trarae. 


Dec  as 
Feb.  10 
Jan.  13 
Dec.  23 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan.     3 
Doc.  31 


Dec  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do 


Fob.    1 
Dec.  15 

Jan.   15 
Dec.  30 

Dec.  25 

...do 

Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do! 

C/o  E.  L.  ChamberUn,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

13  Penobscot  Street,  Nonrlch,  Conn. 
C/o  Dhtrict  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  rommcrce,  !M  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  III. 
123 UalnStreet,  Brld^port, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Mendota,  Washbgton,  D.  C. 
"Islington"  Walkcrford,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Hessmore  Kcndcll,  WoolworthBuDd- 

ing.  New  Yorki'ity. 
Department  of  State,  Wa.>hInKton,  D.  C, 
not  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D.C. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 
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SOUTH  AFBICAN  COMMEBCE  APTEE  TTTB  WAB. 

[Vice  CoDsnl  Charles  H.  Heialer,  Cape  Town,  Oct.  26.] 

The  19th  annual  congress  of  the  Association  of  Chambers  of  CJom- 
merce  of  South  Africa  assembled  in  Cape  Town  September  12, 1916, 
for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  cemmercial  developments  of  the  past 
three  years  and  discussing  items  of  importance  not  only  to  South 
Africa  but  to  the  British  Empire  at  large.     Representatives  were 

J>resent  from   the  Cape  Provmce,  Natal,  Transvaal,  Basutoland, 
tliodesia,  and  Portuguese  Mozambique. 

In  his  address,  the  president  touched  upon  certain  events  i-esulting 
from  the  war  which  affected  the  entire  Empire  and  indirectly  pre- 
vented the  holding  of  a  congress  in  1914  or  1915.  He  also  referred 
to  the  Union's  trade  and  the  prosperity  of  the  mining  and  agricul- 
tural industries. 
Able  to  Procure  Almost  Everything:. 

He  stated  that  although  the  imports  into  South  Africa  fell  off  con- 
siderably during  1914,  on  account  of  the  curtailing  of  orders  by 
many  firms,  and  in  numerous  instances  the  cancelmg  of  indents 
already  placed,  the  trade  of  this  coimtry  had  suffered' to  a  very  small 
extent  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  At  first  considerable  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  certain  products  from  other  countries, 
but  this  has  now  been  overcome  to  a  great  extent,  and  merchants 
are  able  to  procure  almost  everything  that  is  needed  or  desired.  So 
far  as  South  African  products  are  concerned,  there  are  cases  where 
the  war  has  proved  beneficial  by  producing  higher  prices  for  certain 
classes  of  goods. 

The  agricidtural  situation  was  declared  to  be  very  promising. 
Reports  showed  that  a  great  advance  had  been  made  during  recent 
years,  that  the  farmers  were  adopting  up-to-date  methods  with 
excellent  results,  and  that  a  larger  area  of  land  than  ever  before  was 
said  to  be  under  cultivation.  Should  normal  seasons  prevail,  it  is 
believed  that  South  Africa  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  produce 
many  food  supplies  wliich  are  now  being  imported  in  great  quan- 
tities, thus  retaining  in  this  country  much  of  the  capital  that  hereto- 
fore has  been  expended  elsewhere  for  such  necessaries  of  life.  This 
money  could  be  utilized  for  development  purposes^  and  especially  for 
irrigation,  which  is  greatly  needed. 

Closer  Settlement  and  Land  Development. 

In  urging  closer  settlement  and  the  development  of  the  agricul- 
tural assets  of  the  country,  reference  was  made  to  the  agricultural 
work  that  is  being  carried  on  in  the  United  States,  England,  Canada, 
and  Australia.  The  importance  of  realizing  the  agricultural  possi- 
bilities was  thoroughly  emphasized.  It  was  stated  that  plenty  of 
land  was  available  in  South  Africa  for  closer  settlement,  and  sta- 
tistics were  furnished  to  the  congress  showing  what  had  been  accom- 
plished in  other  countries.  Private  enterprise  had  shown  the  people 
of  the  Union  the  excellent  results  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  way 
of  developing  the  land  when  once  such  work  was  seriously  under- 
taken. 

To  assist  in  promoting  closer  settlement,  a  resolution  advocating 
the  taxation  of  land  within  the  Union  and  a  general  assessment  of 
all  the  land  was  approved. 
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Mention  was  made  of  the  need  of  extensive  irrigation  and  plant- 
ing of  trees  by  the  Government.  Particularly  is  there  need  of  re- 
placing the  timber  now  being  utilized  in  a  wholesale  way  for  com- 
mercial requirements.  Each  year  the  mines  of  the  Rand  take  such 
large  quantities  of  timber  that  denudation  of  the  forests  of  the 
country  is  rapidly  taking  place.  The  congress  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  South  African  Government  should  do  everj'thing  possible  in 
the  matter  of  replacing  that  which  is  used.  It  is  believed  that  the  mu- 
nicipalities also  should  l;c  assisted  by  expert  advice  in  the  matter  of 
tree  planting. 

Oold-mning  Indnstry  in  Sound  Position. 

In  spite  of  the  conditions  experienced  in  the  gold-bearing  section  of 
this  country  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  mining  in- 
dustry is  undoubtedly  in  a  sound  position.  A  huge  gold  production 
is  maintained.  It  was  stated  in  the  congress  that  the  output  in  the 
Transvaal  alone  had  averaged  more  than  £3,000,000  (approximately 
$15,000,000)  per  month,  and  although  no  figures  are  given  in  the  ex- 
port returns  for  1914-15,  the  actual  production  in  the  Transvaal 
was:  In  1914,  8,394,322  ounces,  valued  at  $173,523,885;  in  1915, 
9,093,902  ounces,  valued  at  $187,985,289. 

The  effects  of  the  war  have  been  particularly  felt  in  the  diamond 
industry,  all  of  the  mines  being  forced  to  discontinue  operations. 
The  diamond  companies,  however,  put  the  employees  on  half  pay. 

As  the  demand  for  diamonds  has  lately  increased  and  become  fairly 
continuous,  the  mines  have  reopened,  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  shortly  be  in  full  operation  again. 

For  some  time  agitation  in  favor  of  the  Union  Government's  mak- 
ing provisions  for  the  exploitation  of  the  East  Rand  gold-bearing 
areas  has  been  under  way.  The  congress  further  emphasized  the 
need  of  developing  these  areas,  as  the  prosperity  of  this  country  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  mining  industry.  The  life  of  the  mines 
already  in  operation  is  said  to  oe  limited,  and  unless  something  is 
done  to  open  up  other  areas  there  may  be  a  dwindling  of  the  popula- 
tion in  the  interior  with  a  consequent  lack  of  employment  and  falling 
off  of  trade.  One  member  stated  that  the  export  of  minerals  had 
amounted  for  many  years  to  roughly  80  per  cent  of  the  total  South 
African  exports. 

Increases  in  Sea  Freights  Called  Unreasonable. 

Exception  was  taken  to  the  extremely  high  ocean  freight  rates 
that  have  developed  since  the  war  started.  While  the  congress 
admitted  that  there  was  justification  for  some  rise  in  freights,  never- 
theless, the  enormous  increases  of  to-day  could  hardly  be  classed  as 
reasonable.  In  the  opinion  of  the  congress  the  conference  system 
was  responsible.  Government  ownership  of  steamers  was  advocated 
as  a  measure  to  lower  ocean  rates,  but  the  motion  relating  to  such 
ownership  did  not  come  to  a  vote.  In  comparing  the  rates  to 
South  Africa  with  those  to  other  coimtries  it  was  stated  that  South 
Africa  was  relatively  in  a  very  favorable  position. 

Stress  was  particularly  laid  upon  the  rise  in  prices  of  all  imported 
goods  here  as  a  result  of  the  increased  over-sea  cost  and  higher 
transportation  charges. 
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The  president  questioned  the  justice  of  so  large  an  advance  in 
cargo  rates,  as  it  was  evident,  he  said,  that  British  shipping  com- 
panies were  reaping  large  profits  as  a  result. 

Customs  Tariff  and  Kailway  Kates. 

A  motion  urging  the  Government  to  revise  the  present  customs 
tariff  with  a  view  to  lessening  the  duties  upon  the  necessaries  of 
life  at  an  early  date  was  carried. 

The  railway  rates  within  the  Union  furnished  a  topic  for  consid- 
erable discufc-sion.  While  some  members  were  of  the  opinion  that  a 
imiform  scale  should  be  adopted,  to  include  all  the  railway  lines 
controlled  by  the  Union  Government,  it  was  pointed  out  that  such 
a  change  would  not  be  applicable  at  this  time,  as  it  was  not  advisable 
<>r  practicable  that  the  branch  lines,  where  traffic  is  very  light,  should 
be  charged  with  rates  as  low  as  on  main  lines  with  a  large  paying 
traffic. 

Except  for  export  purposes,  the  system  in  force  of  granting  pref- 
erential railway  rates  on  certain  classes  of  goods  was  disapproved. 
An  amendement  to  the  motion  provided  that  "  special  rates  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  carriage  of  Soutli  African  producte  and  manufactures." 
One  example  to  show  the  unfairness  of  the  principle  of  preferential 
rates  was  cited.  On  furniture  the  rate  from  Cape  Town  to  Kim- 
berley,  added  to  that  from  Kimberley  to  Bloemfontein,  was  less  than 
from  Cape  Town  direct  to  Bloemfontein,  the  difference  being  about 
$2.50  per  ton. 

Another  motion  adopted  urged  that  raw  materials  ^ould  be 
transported  by  the  railways  at  a  rate  lower  than  the  manufactured 
article  which  contained  the  raw  product,  and  that,  in  order  to 
develop  inland  industries  of  the  Union,  the  rates  on  raw  materials 
should  be  reduced. 

Importers  Warned  of  Probable  Post- War  Conditions. 

Importers  were  warned  that  the  termination  of  the  war  must 
bring  some  changes  in  business  throughout  this  country,  and  that 
a  setback  in  trade,  perhaps  only  temporary,  would  undoubtedly  take 
l)hice  after  hostilities  ceased.  Many  of  the  merchants  would  find 
themselves  at  a  disadvantage  when  tlie  setback  occurred  if  they  per- 
sisted in  overstocking  at  war-time  prices;  for,  according  to  the  presi- 
dent, it  must  be  remembered  that  millions  of  borrowed  money  had 
been  put  into  circulation  by  the  Union  Government,  but  this  would 
cease  when  the  war  terminated,  and  money  would  not  then  be  so 
plentiful.  Moreover,  he  drew  attention  to  the  time  when  the  millions 
of  workers  throughout  the  world  making  munitions  and  war  material 
must  return  to  their  original  occupations,  when  goods  of  all  classes 
would  come  down  in  price  and  the  merchants  carrying  lai-ge  stocks 
must  suffer  some  loss. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  stated  that  important  mining  develop- 
ments, public  works,  and  buildings  were  being  held  over  until  a  more 
favorable  opportunity  when  machinery  and  materials  would  cost  far 
less  than  at  present.  If  capital  was  forthcoming  for  such  develop- 
ment and  construction  when  most  needed,  the  disadvantages  of  the 
stoppage  of  war  expenditure  would  be  somewhat  offset.  Should  nor- 
mal years  prevail,  every  year  would  see  this  country  in  a  better 
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position  to  meet  regalar  recjuirements,  which  would  tend  to  prevent 
undae  hardships  and  suffenngs  common  to  many  countries  after  the 
cessation  of  a  severe  war. 

Besolntlon  Points  to  Specific  Steps  to  be  Taken. 

A  resolution  was  presented  regarding  post-war  conditions,  and  it 
was  amended  and  immediately  agreed  to  by  the  congress.  The 
amended  resolution  is : 

(o)  That  the  customs  tariff  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  he  amende*!  so  as 
to  provide  for — 

1.  A  substantial  rebate  In  favor  of  the  products  and  manufactures  of  the 
British  Empire. 

2.  The  principle  of  customs  preference  to  our  allies,  provided  they  reciprocate. 

3.  Reciprocal  tariff  relations  with  other  countries,  in  no  case  placing  otiier 
countries  on  an  equality  with  the  British  Empire  or  its  allies. 

4.  A  special  tariff  against  the  products  and  manufactures  of  the  present  enemy 
coantrles,  on  such  a  scale  and  for  such  a  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon  at  the 
conference  between  the  Imperial  and  Dominion  Governments. 

(6)  That  differential  charges  against  all  enemy  shipping  be  made  at  the  South 
African  ports  In  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Paris  Conference. 

(c)  That  no  trading  licenses  be  Issued  to  enemy  subjects  cr  to  agents  of 
enemy  firms,  provided  that  there  shall  be  reasonable  safeguards  in  respect  of 
existing  licenses. 

(d)  That,  subject  to  any  agreement  which  may  be  made  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  allies,  no  foreign  patents  shall  be  allowed  to  be  held  in  this 
country  unless  they  are  worked  here,  or  unless  the  articles  so  patented  are 
made  in  the  British  Empire. 

(e)  That  enemy  subjects  holding  certificates  of  British  naturalization  shall 
be  required,  within  a  reasonable  period  r.fter  tlie  conclusion  of  peace,  to  produce 
papers  of  denaturalization  from  the  country  of  their  origin  or  shall  satisfy  a 
competent  authority  of  their  Inability  to  obtain  them. 

Oversea  Trade  Representation. 

The  congress  expressed  the  belief  that  numerous  trade  oppor- 
tunities for  South  African  products  would  arise  in  foreign  coun- 
tries after  the  termination  of  hostilities.  To  make  known  and  pro- 
mote the  sale  of  such  products  as  this  countnr  has  to  offer,  it  was 
voted:  "That  this  congress  urges  upon  the  (Government  the  desir- 
ability of  appointing  trade  commissioners,  in  order  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  enormous  commercial  possibilities  after  the  war  in 
the  way  of  fostering  and  expanding  our  markets." 

Public  Bodies  and  Empire  Goods. 

Another  resolution  placed  before  the  congress  was  one  embodying 
the  idea  that  in  order  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  new  indus- 
tries in  the  British  Empire,  and  to  assist  in  the  expansion  of  indus- 
tries now  existing,  the  Grovernments  of  the  Empire  should  be  urged 
to  make  it  obligatory  on  all  Government  departments,  municipali- 
ties, railways,  dock  and  harbor  boards,  gas,  water,  and  electric-light 
corporations,  and  all  such  bodies  spending  public  moneys,  or  enjoy- 
ing charters  from  public  authorities,  to  purchase  goods  made  in  the 
Empire  and  to  place  all  contracts  with  British  firms,  except  in  spe- 
cial cases  when  permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  proper  authori- 
ties. After  a  discussion  of  the  question,  with  comments  upon  the 
stand  neutrals  might  be  inclined  to  take,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Among  other  recommendations  made  to  the  Union  Government 
by  the.  congress  was  one  embodied  in  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  in  this  country  of  a  plan  for  daylight  saving.    The  scheme 
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was  based  upon  that  employed  in  England.  Should  it  be  adopted 
by  the  Government  tlie  i>eople  of  this  district  would  suffer  no  dis- 
advantages except  for  a  few  days  at  the  beginning  of  smnmer  and 
a  few  days  just  before  tlie  clock  is  put  back  in  readiness  for  winter. 
Numerous  minor  subjects  were  brought  before  the  congress,  re- 
lating more  particularly  to  topics  of  local  interest  rather  than  to 
matters  of  national  importance.  Johannesburg  was  selected  as  the 
place  for  the  next  annual  meeting. 


CONFEBEirCE  OF  UGHTHOTTSE  IHSPECTOBS. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  aiitliorized  a  conference  of  light- 
house inspectors  of  the  coast  and  lake  districts  to  be  held  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Lighthouses  during  the  coming  winter. 
This  conference  is  entirely  informal  in  character  and  is  devoted  to 
discussions  of  technical  and  administrative  problems  of  the  Light- 
house Service,  such  as  systematic  improvement  of  existing  aids; 
cooperation  with  maritime  interests  and  other  Government  services; 
publications,  Notices  to  Mariners,  light  lists,  buoy  lists;  complaints, 
how  treated ;  suggestions,  how  dealt  with ;  improvements  in  construc- 
tion; new  or  improved  devices;  repairs  and  docking  of  vessels,  etc. 

Additional  topics  along  the  same  general  lines  may  be  discussed. 
Maritime  bodies,  commercial  bodies,  shipmasters,  or  others  inter- 
ested in  aids  to  navigation  desiring  to  present  suggestions  for  con- 
.sideration  are  invited  by  the  Secretary  to  submit  them  in  writing, 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Lighthouses,  Washington,  D.  C, 
at  any  time  prior  to  January  2,  1917. 


EXTENSION  OF  FBANCO-AHEBICAN  TBADE. 

(Consul  Gcnoral  A.  M.  Thackarn,  Paris,  France,  Nor.  15.1 

The  Office  National  du  Commerce  Exterieur,  an  official  French 
organization  for  the  extension  of  France's  foreign  trade,  with  offices 
at  No.  3  Rue  Feydeau,  Paris,  is  prepared  to  receive  the  offers  of 
American  firms  desirous  of  importing  French  goods.  If  the  Ameri- 
can customer  will  send  direct  to  the  address  given  details  regarding 
the  goods  i-equired  by  him,  the  Office  National  du  Commerce  wiU 
bring  each  offer  to  the  attention  of  French  manufacturers  in  position 
to  supply  the  demands.  The  American  inquirer  will  be  furnished 
with  a  full  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  French  firms  handling 
the  lines  in  which  he  is  interested,  and  the  manufacturers  will  also  be 
requested  to  communicate  direct  with  the  intending  purchaser. 


New  Bmnswiok  Has  Growing  Biscuit  Industry. 

In  reporting  the  removal  of  the  Marven  Biscuit  Co.,  of  Moncton, 
New  Brunswick,  to  new  quarters,  Consxd  E.  Verne  Kichardson  re- 
marlcs :  "  The  enlarged  plant  of  the  Marven  Co.  will,  it  is  stated,  have 
a  producing  capacity  exceeded  by  only  two  similiar  establislunents 
in  all  Canada.  It  is  estimated  that  about  100  barrels  of  flour  will  be 
used  daily,  a  carload  of  lard  every  10  days,  1  to  IJ  tons  of  sugar  daily, 
and  400  gallons  of  molasses  weelily." 
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EGO  C0LLECTI0H8  BT  BtTBEAIT  OF  FISHEBIES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  submitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Commerce  a  report  of  the  egg  collections  made  during  the 
{>resent  fiscal  year  up  to  December  1,  1916,  compared  with  the  col- 
ections  for  the  corresponding  period  in  the  preceding  fiscal  yeat 
The  numbers  by  species  are : 


Species. 


Chinook  sMmon 

Humpback  salmon 
BlucDBck  5«lmon.. 

Chumsalinon 

Silver  salmon 

Allantic  salmon 

IiiuKllocked  salmon 

Lako  troat 

Brook  trout 

Bainbow  trout 


Dec.  1,1915. 


104, 888,  OW 

32,321,000 

100,427,000 

23,72fl,500 

6,087,324 

1,BE3,400 

1,200,S00 

67,331,aX) 

7,729,250 

1,640,718 


Dec.  1, 1910. 


«0, 587, 900 

3<t,678,000 

88,418,000 

Ifi,  6Sn,  (100 

4,03.1,100 

3,739,180 

1,856,000 

107,391,500 

7,199,750 

1,632,950 


Species. 


iDec.  1, 1913. 


Blackspoltcd  trout I    3,406,000 

Loch  Leven  trout I       121,350 

Whlteflsh 391,751,000 


Lake  herring 

Shad 

Haekcrcl . 
Butterflsh 
Lobster . . 
PoUock... 


65,550,000 

666,000 

2,225,000 

609,000 

6,848,000 

102,660,000 


891,131,633 


Dec.  1,1916. 


6,867,000 

102,800 

422,630,000 

76,050,000 

461,000 

2,660,000 

1.080,000 

1,271,000 

208,130,000 


1,039,378,980 


IHPEKSINO  CRISIS  IN  ST.  OALL  EHBBOIBEEY  HmUSTRY. 

tVlce  Consul  James  L.  A.  Burrell,  St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  Nov.  17.] 

The  St.  Galler  Tagblatt  states,  in  regard  to  the  present  situation 
of  the  Swiss  embroidery  industry,  that  in  spite  of  a  very  moderate 
business  activity  the  lack  of  raw  material  becomes  more  pressing 
every  day,  and  that  it  is  more  difficult  than  ever  to  keep  the  plants 
working  and  to  fill  the  orders  received.  Most  of  the  cloth  used  by 
the  East  Swiss  embrbidery  industry  is  of  English  ori^n  and  an 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  English  cloth  in  unembroidered  con- 
dition has  been  in  effect  for  some  time.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that 
the  British  authorities  will  soon  permit  cloth  to  be  expoi'ted  to  Switz- 
erland, as  the  S.  S.  S.  (Society  Suisse  de  Surveillance)  and  E.  S.  S. 
(Einfuhrgenossenschaft  fiir  die  Schweizerische  Stickereiindustrie) 
offer  every  required  guaranty.  If  sufficient  quantities  are  not  re- 
ceived in  the  near  future,  the  local  industry  will  face  a  very  severe 
crisis. 

NEW  COKSTBUCTION  FOB  UaHTHOTJSE  SEBVICE. 

The  report  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  of  new 
construction  in  connection  with  its  service  during  the  past  month 

S'ves  details  of  projects  in  Florida,  the  West  Indies,  Ohio,  and 
ichigan. 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  for  17  pipe  towers  in  the  development 
of  aids  to  navigation  on  St.  Johns  River,  Fla.  At  Navassa  Island 
light  station,  in  the  West  Indies,  the  concrete  in  the  foundation 
has  been  completed  and  the  work  of  placing  concrete  in  the  first 
story  of  the  tower  is  under  way.  At  Lorain  Harbor  light  and  fog- 
signal  station,  Ohio,  the  lantern  and  metal  work  have  been  com- 
pleted and  concrete  to  the  second-floor  ceiling  has  been  placed.  A 
contract  has  been  placed  for  buoys  and  illuminating  apparatus  at 
Fighting  Island  Channel,  Mich.  The  structure  for  Fighting  Island 
south  light  has  been  completed. 
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FOREION  TSADE  OPPOBTUSITIES. 

neserr(^  addrrsscB  m«^  be  obtained  from  the  Baren  and  its  dlatri«t  •Bee*.  Rcqiwst 
for  oacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  oppvrtaaitT  ■■■■ku-. 
The  Barraa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assame  responsibility  as  to  the  ataMHag 
o(  forelRD  inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbols: 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Ueported  by  commercial  attach^  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau, 

Automobiles 23270 

Brushes,  folding 23275 

Buttons 23269 

Buttonhooits 23209 

Chemicals 23273 

Drugs , 23273 

Flower,  artiacial 2.3269 

<»Iove8 2»2«0 

Hosiery 23209,  23274 

Imitation  diamond  ornaments 23269 

Jars  for  toilet  preparations 23274 


Leather 23209, 2S278 

Machinery,  envelope 2S27C 

Machinery,  teztUe 23272 

Novelties 23268 

Cmclblee,  plombago 23270 

Post  cards 23209 

Refrigerator  parts 23268 

Rubber  goods . 2.°t24B 

Tin  boxes . 23274 

Tubes,  collipsibic 23274 


23268.J — A  manufacturer  of  Ice  boxes  and  refrigerators  In  Cuba  desires  to  piir- 
ctanse  fittings  for  same,  such  as  hinges,  bantlles,  casters,  inside  fittings, 
metal  binding  for  doors,  etc.    Catalogues  and  prices  are  desired. 

232«9.t— Suijpleraentlng  Foreign  Trade  OppOTtunity  No.  23082,  a  manufacturer's 
agent  in  Argentina  writes  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  rubtjer  goods,  post  cards,  hosiery,  gloves,  kid  leather, 
buttonhooks,  buttons,  artificial  flowers,  imitation  diamond  ornaments,  and 
novelties. 

23270.* — A  flrui  in  Si>arn  wishes  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  Americao 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Kngllsh.     References. 

23271.t — A  man  in  Russia  desires  to  communicate  with  .\merlcan  manufacturers 
of  plumbago  crucibles. 

23272.t — ^A  firm  in  Norway  desires  to  be  placetl  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  textile  machinery  for  weaving  and  spinning. 

23273.* — A  man  in  Spain  Is  In  the  market  for  snlphtirtc  acid,  nitric  acid,  creo- 
Un,  sulphuric  ether,  glycerin,  ben//>ate  of  soda,  sodium  bromide,  and 
castor  oil.  Quotatloas  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English.    References. 

23274.$ — A  firm  In  Canada  would  like  to  communicate  with  ^Vmerlcan  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  coUap-slble  tubes.  Jars  for  toilet  preparations,  small 
tin  boxes,  brass  bush  caps,  brass  rings,  and  leather  for  razor  stroiis.  Cash 
win  accompany  order. 

23275.* — A  man  In  France  desires  to  purchase  folding  brushes.  A  sample  of 
the  style  of  brush  required  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district 
ofllces.  (Refer  to  Flic  No.  2028.)  The  article  is  desired  In  gun-metal  or 
nlckel-plate<l  ware,  with  three  words  stamped  In  the  oval  space  on  Ihe 
cover,  and  with  four  flags  stamped  on  the  bottom  of  the  box.  Two  qual- 
ities are  desired.  Quotations  are  also  desired  on  the  brush  and  meclutnism 
without  the  box.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  French  port.  Cash  will 
be  paid  agaln.st  documents.    Cori-espondence  may  be  in  Kngllsh.    Reference. 

2327C.* — A  firm  In  England  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Americnn  manu- 
facturers and  exix»rtei-s  of  machinery  for  making  enveIoi)e«.  I'rices  should 
be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York  and  c.  1.  f.  Calcutta.    Refereit.ce. 


OFHCES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOEEION  AHS  DOMESTIC  COMHESCE. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 

NEW  YORK:  Sooai  40»,  Caitoaihocso. 

BOSTON:  1001  Cnatoahoate. 

tHIfAGO:  504  Frdeni  Baildia;. 

ST.  LOriS:  403  Third  Nitloaal  Hink  Bslldlag. 

ATL.lVrA:  iSl  Po«t  (»fflcr  Balldlag. 
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INCEEASED  PERUVIAN  CUSTOMS  SEVEmiES. 

[Consul  General  William  H.  Ilandlcy,  Callao-Lima,  Nov.  22.] 

The  customs  revenues  at  the  eight  maritime  customhouses  of  Peru— > 
Paita,  Eten,  Pacasmayo,  Salaverry,  Callao,  Pisco,  Mollendo,  and 
Ho — dwing  September,  1916,  amounted  to  $500,037  in  comparison 
with  $276,062  during  the  same  period  in  1915,  an  increase  of  $223,975. 
These  figures  do  not  take  into  account  the  export  tax  on  minerals 
and  agricultural  products  collected  at  these  ports. 


"  STJGAB  CABDS  "  FOR  PAWS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  VedUz,  Paris,  France,  Nov.  26.] 

Tlie  central  sugar  commission  recently'  created  by  the  French 
Government  [see  C'oJiJiF.ncE  Rkpokts  for  Dec.  14, 1916]  has  appointed 
a  subcommittee  to  consider  tlie  advisability  of  issuing  "  sugar  cards  " 
to  regulate  the  individual  consumption  of  sugar  in  Paris.  This  sub- 
committee held  its  first  meeting  November  18  and  decided  in  favor 
of  "sugar  cards"  or  some  similar  system  for  regulating  and  cur- 
tailing the  consumption  of  sugar. 

DRY  DOCK  FOR  VANCOUVER,  CANADA. 

[Monetary  Times  ot  C.anni]a,  Deo.  8.1 

Arraugenieiits  have  been  completed  for  the  con.^triKlion  of  a  large 
floating  dry  dock  at  Vancouver.  The  structure  will  be  a  16,000-ton, 
double-section  dock,  capable  of  handling  a  boat  of  18,000  tons,  which 
is  the  measure  of  maximum  requirements  on  the  Pacific  to-day.  The 
company  is  the  Vancon\er  Dry  Docks  (Ltd.).  Bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $2,000,000  have  been  sold  to  a  Cincinnati  firm.  A  ship-repair  and 
shipbuilding  plant  is  a  part  of  the  \)]:u\  decided  upon.  Contracts  for 
construction  and  machinery  arc  bfinji  It-t,  and  the  company  announces 
that  it  will  have  the  dock  in  opciiitiou  within  a  year.  There  will  be 
subsidy  aid  from  the  Governments  of  both  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  on  the  ground  that  the  dock 
will  be  a  commercial  and  naval  asset. 

Steamers  sailing  from  Canadian  ports  on  the  Pacific  at  present  are 
forced  to  dock  for  repairs  at  Hongkong,  at  Kobe,  Japan,  or  in 
Australia. 

ToesD-— 19  1025 
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WBLST  WATCHES  IH  EAgT  AEBICA. 

ICoDTOl  HeDt7  p.  Starrett,  Uombasa,  Oct.  26.] 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  throughout  British  East  Africa 
and  Uganda  for  wrist  watches,  nickel-p^ted  and  oxidized,  having 
leather  bands  and  holders.  One  firm  states  that  it  has  sold  more  than 
12  gross  in  one  year.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  natives  who  are 
profitably  employed  throughout  the  territory,  a  taste  for  luxuries 
such  as  cheap  watches  and  jewelry  is  being  developed.  The  Indian 
trader,  the  most  important  factor  in  the  trade  of  the  country,  has 
been  keen  to  appreciate  the  situation  and  is  planning  to  meet  it  with 
appropriate  importations.  The  war  has  curtailed  or  cut  off  entirely 
former  supplies,  and  in  general  it  may  be  said  that  these  traders, 
through  their  large  importing  houses  in  Mombasa,  are  very  desirous 
of  establishing  connections  with  American  manufacturers. 

Prior  to  the  war  these  goods  were  largely  imported  from  Eng- 
land and  Crermany.  The  quotations  of  English  houses  at  that  time 
ranged  from  $8  to  $9  per  dozen,  c.  i.  f.  Mombasa.  To-day's  quota- 
tions from  tlie  same  houses  are  $12.50  to  $15  per  dozen.  The  present 
wholesale  price  in  this  market  is  about  $18  per  dozen;  the  retail 
price,  $2  each.  Terms  to  local  merchants  granted  by  local  European 
mdent  houses  are  90  days  sight  draft.  When  purchases  are  made  di- 
rect fr<Mn  European  manufacturers  the  terms  to  reliable  merchants 
are  usually  7  days'  sig^t  draft,  bill  of  lading  attached. 

The  total  importation  of  watches  and  clocks  into  British  East 
Africa  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915  (the  latest  ^- 
tistics  available),  amounted  to  351  dozen,  valued  at  $6,215.  The 
United  I^ingdom  fumisiied  62  per  cent  .of  these  imports,  the  United 
States  18  per  cent,  and  Switzerland,  France,  and  Germany  the  re- 
mainder. The  customs  duty  on  these  goods  is  10  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
i.  e.,  of  the  c.  i.  f.  cost  at  Mombasa. 


SWISS  BUSOET  lOB  lfl7. 

[Consul  General  Fnnda  B.  Keene,  Zarldk,  Nor.  30.] 

The  Swiss  budget  estimates  for  1917  call  for  expenditures  totaling 
$41,696,100,  against  anticipated  revenues  of  $32,785,300,  making  the 
year's  apparent  deficit  $8,910,800.  In  the  estimates  tor  1916  expendi- 
tures were  placed  at  $36,874,600  and  receipts  at  $29,706,600,  the 
deficit  being  $7,168,000.  Contrasting  the  two  years,  estimated  rev- 
enues for  1917  exceed  those  for  1916  by  $3,078,700,  and  expenditoies 
are  $4,821,500  greater. 

The  additional  revenues  for  1917  consist  chiefly  of  the  proceeds 
derived  from  invested  capital,  of  increased  returns  from  militaiy 
taxes,  statistical  fees  levied  on  the  trafiSc  in  merchandise  with  for- 
eign countries,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  telegraph  and  telephone  serv- 
ice, and  the  repayment  by  the  National  Bank  from  its  n^  profits  of 
the  money  advanced  by  the  Confederation  to  the  cantons  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Swiss  banking  Iaw& 

The  exceptionally  high  expenditures  result  for  the  greater  part 
from  the  service  of  the  loans,  i.  e.,  the  consolidated  and  pending 
State  debts,  expenses  for  the  training  and  general  equipment  of  the 
troops,  invalid  and  accident  insurance,  and  mcrease  of  salaries  of  the 
Government  officers,  clerks,  and  workmen  for  the  year  1917. 
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nrSPECTION  SYSTEM  INCSEASES  BITTTEB  OUTPTTT. 

[Tloe  Consul  R.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Dec.  6.1 

British  Columbia  has  27  creameries,  11  of  which  are  cooperative. 
The  Province  covers  a  large  territory,  but  the  creameries  are  con- 
fined ahnost  altogether  to  the  coast  districts,  with  20  in  the  coast 
cities  and  towns.  There  are  no  separate  cheese  factories  in  the 
Province,  so  that  this  work  is  confined  to  the  creameries. 

Inspection  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dairy  Division  of  the 
Provincial  Live  Stock  Branch.  Two  inspectors,  scientifically  trained 
at  Guelph  for  the  management  of  commercial  creameries,  have  been 
engaged  by  the  department.  All  creameries  are  inspected  at  least 
once  a  year,  and  three  inspections  are  made  annuallv  where  possible. 

As  the  cooperative  creameries  are  aided  by  the  (io\ernment  they 
receive  the  most  attention.  One  result  of  the  inspection  system  is 
an  annual  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  butter  production.  The  cream- 
ery premises  are  foimd  to  be  uniformly  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Iiegrislative  Act  Provides  for  Besrnlation. 

An  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  for 
the  regulation  of  creameries  and  dairies  provides: 

1.  No  creamery  or  dairy  shall  carry  on  business  wlthoiil  a  license  under  Oils 
net,  and  every  creamery  or  dairy  shall  take  out  and  from  time  to  time  renew 
and  keep  in  full  force  and  effect  n  license  under  this  act. 

2.  No  creamery  or  dairy  shall  permit  any  milk  or  cream  to  be  tested  save 
by  an  inspector  licensed  under  this  act. 

3.  Every  creamery  or  dairy  purchasiiiR  or  deniint;  in  any  milk  or  cream  shall 
deliver  to  the  owner  thereof,  at  such  time  and  in  such  form  as  nmy  be  pre- 
scribed by  regulation,  a  Just  and  true  account  of  tlie  nuiount  and  value  thereof, 
certified  by  an  inspector  licensed  under  this  act. 


FBOFITABLE  NINE  MONTHS  FOB  BBAZILIAN  BAILWAT. 

[Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Rto  dc  Janeiro,  Nov.  7.] 

The  Ceara  Railway  System  (Rede  de  Viagao  Cearense) ,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Republic  of  Brazil,  was  operated  up  to  August,  1915,  by 
a  lessee,  the  South  American  Railway  Construction  Co.  (Ltd.), 
under  decree  of  May  16,  1911,  which  stipulated  that  certain  exten- 
sions should  be  made  by  the  lessee.  On  December  31,  1914,  the 
Ceara  system  comprised  the  Baturjte  Railway,  running  from  For- 
taleza  through  Baturie,  Miguel  Calmon,  and  Igatu.  southward  nearly 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  Pernambuco  (267.  miles),  and  the 
Sobral  Railway  from  the  northern  port  of  C'amocim  southwai-d 
through  Ipii  to  the  Piauhy  boundary  (204  miles). 

The  required  extensions  not  having  been  made,  the  contract  was 
annulled  by  decree  of  August  25,  1915,  and  the  work  has  since  been 
carried  on  by  the  Federal  Government,  the  lines  being  also  operated 
by  the  Government.  The  following  figures  published  by  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Railways  show  the  results  of  operation  for  the  nine  months, 
January  to  September,  1916:  Baturite  Railway — receipts,  $349,276; 
expenses,  $215,735;  balance,  $133,541.  Sobral  Railwav — receipts, 
$124,852;  expenses,  $82,294;  balance,  $42,558.  Combining  these  data 
gives  total  receipts  of  $474,128,  expenses  $298,029,  and  a  balance  of 
$176,099. 
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P&0GBE88  OF  AMXUGAH  SHmiTILSIXe. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  on  December  1, 1916,  according  to  build- 
ers' returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce, 
numbered  400,  of  1,428,003  gross  tons.  On  December  1, 1915,  builders' 
returns  of  construction  or  contracts  for  the  construction  of  steel 
merchant  vessels  aggi-egated  202  vessels  of  761,511  gross  taas.  The 
tonnage  building  or  ordered  on  December  1,  1916,  however,  is  less 
(17  vessels  of  51,943  gross  tons)  than  on  November  1,  1916,  the  first 
break  in  the  line  of  increases  since  the  issue  of  these  monthly  returns 
began  in  February,  1916.  During  November  American  yards  finished 
22  vessels  of  68,9^2  gross  tons  which  liad  been  carried  in  these 
statements,  and  made  new  contracts  for  7  steel  merchant  vessels  of 
18,285  gross  tons. 

IMstribntloii  of  Work. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  this  work  among  the 
several  builders  of  steel  vessels  in  the  United  States  reporting  mer- 
chant vessels  under  contract  or  under  construction,  and,  separately, 
the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  or  under  contract 
which  the  builders  expect  to  launch  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
(294  vessels  of  904,231  gross  t<nis),  and  mose  which  will  not  be 
launched  until  some  time  m  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1918  (106 
vessels  of  523,772  gross  tons).  These  dates  of  launching,  of  course, 
are  subject  to  the  usual  allowances  for  delays. 


Shipyards. 


American  Bridm  Co.,  Ambildge,  Pa.,  and 
TtfiataaiV.l.* 

Amoican  SbipbnUdliig  Co^  Clevaland,  Ohio. 

Andanon  Steamboat  Co.,  flaatUe,  Waab 

Baltimore  Dry  Doolca  A  Shipbuildiiig  Co., 
Baltiiiiore.Hd 

Batb  Iroo  WorVs,  Bath,  He. 

Betblebem  Steel  Co.,  Spanovra  Point,  Ud.. 

Cbai<eaBameeCo.,Ctiiobmatl,  Ohio 

Chester  Sblpbafldlng  Co.  j:%eeter,  Pa 

CUntoD  aupbaildmt  A  Bepair  Co.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.... TTT. 

Co«leeBhto7aidCo.,Biiaalo,N.Y 

Dnboqaa  Boat  &  Boiler  Woifct,  Dobuqne, 
Iowa 

Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  Qnin- 
cy.Uam 

Qeorge  Lswley  ii  Sons  Corporation,  Nepon- 
aet,  Uaea 

Qroat  Lakes  Englnoering  Works,  Detroit, 

Mich 7:.. : 

Great  Lakes  Towing  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio — 

Harlan  &  Holllngsworth  Corporation,  Wil- 
mington, Del 

Howard  Shlpvards  Co.,  JeOeiaonvtUe,  Ind... 

J.  r.  Dathie  i  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash 

James  Rees  &  Sons  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa 

Uanitowoo  Bhlpbollding  Co.,  Hanltowoc, 
Wis 

UorrlU.8tevens  Co.,  Jacksonville,  Fla 

If oore  &  Scott  Iron  Works,  Oakland ,  Cal 


llerdumt  coostfoo- 
tlon,  Dec.  1, 191«. 


Ntun- 
ber. 


Qroastons. 


M,«(a 

•8,300 

U,«IO 

M.MS 

tl.flOO 

91,997 

tTS 

74,300 

SOO 
3« 

1,41S 

TV,  TOO 

75 

»  51,800 
386 

50,844 

3. 950 

44,040 

300 

18,853 
3,500 
35,600 


To  be  lamietaed  daring  flaoal  ytu 
«idtii(— 


Jane  SO,  1917. 


Nnm- 
bar. 


Gross  tons. 


49,753 
68,300 


17.500 
»1,600 
38.460 
875 
58,700 


■  Details  o{  new  contracts  not  received. 


30 

1,415 

66,344 

7S 

t3<,300 
386 

38.660 

2,960 

5,370 

300 

9,860 
2.500 
15.000 

t  Incomplete. 


June  30, 1918. 


Nnm- 
bar. 


Grass 
tons. 


3 

5 

■■■■ii,« 

M,N( 

9 

5s,jn 

3 
1 

15.i« 

2 

a,ss 

7 

fttw 

4 

17,«» 

7 

■  iiBO 

4 

r,<a 

4' 
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Bhlp  yards. 


Newport  News  Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock 

Co.,  Newport  News,  Vs 

New  York  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Camden,  N.  I. . 
Penniylrania  Shipbuilding  Co.,  aloacester, 

Puaey  &  Jones'  Co.,  wiimington,  Del 

Illter-Conler  Manubcturing  Co.,  Baltimore, 
Md 

Seattle  Coastruetlmi  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seat- 
lie,  Wash 

Skinner  it  Eddy  Corporation,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Spedden  Shipbuilding  Co^  Balllmore,  Md. . . 

Standard  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  New 
York.N.  y.  ; 

Staten  Islund  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Port  Rich- 
mond. N.  Y 

Sim  ShipbuUdlng  Co.,  Chester,  Pa 

Tampa  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  Tampa,  Fla. 

Tank-Ship  Building  Corporation,  Ncw- 
hunrh.N.  Y 

TexaiiSieamshloCo.,  Bath,  Me 

Toledo  Shipbuilding  Co. ,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Union  Iron  Works  Co.,  San  Francisco, Cal.. 

■Willamette  Iron  &  Steel  Works  and  North- 
west Steel  Co. ,  Porl  land,  Oreg 

Vi'm.  Cramp  A  Sons  Ship  &  Engine  Build- 
ing Co.,  PhUadelphia,  Pa 


Uerohant  construc- 
tion, Dec.  1.1916. 


Num- 
ber. 


Gross  tons. 


28 


S 


Total. 


91,673 
123,551 

65.000 
11,850 

3,000 

57,500 
6I,3"0 


38,100 

8,W1 
14,200 
2,000 

1,000 

28,000 

10,700 

'175,023 

i-^eoo 

51,400 


To  be  launched  during  fiscal  year 
ending- 


June  30, 1917. 


Num- 
ber. 


400    0  1,42^,000 


Oross  tons. 


46,425 
69,585 

27,800 
2,250 


38,700 
35,720 


38,400 
4,641 


2,000 

1,000 

12,600 

15,700 

•■130,228 

22,800 

64,400 


294 


0  904,231 


June  30, 1918. 


Num- 
ber. 


106 


Cross 
tons. 


45,248 
53,960 

37,500 
9,600 

3,000 

18,800 
28,650 


4,200 
14.200 


13,400 
4,000 
44,800 

22,800 


523,772 


a  Incomplelc. 


Details  of  New  Contracts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  new  contracts  for  building 
steel  ships  entered  into  during  November,  191C,  as  reported  by 
shipbuilders : 


Vessels. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Speed, 
knots. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

Probable  date  of 
launch. 

Baltimore  Dry  Docks 
AShipbuildhigCo.: 

145 

6,500 

560 

1,350 
5,730 

2,000 
2,000 

U 
lOJ 

10 
10 

.\iig)ist,  1917. 
1918  delivery. 

ChestcrShipbullding 
Co.: 

No.  356 

For  foreign  account. . . 
For  local  owners 

'Cargo 

Clinton  Shipbuilding 
&  Repair  Co.: 
No.  31 

do 

Dubuque    13o.it    4 
Boiler  Works: 
No.  39 

Standard  OilCo.  (La.). 

For    Norwegian    ao- 
coimt. 

A.  R.  l/cwis 

Bulk  oil 

June  1. 1917. 

J.  r.  Duthic  &  Co.: 

Cargo 

ToledoShipbulldlng 
Co.: 
No.  142 

do 

August,  1917. 
September,  1917. 

No.  113  

do do 

Total(7ves3els). 

18,285 

Completed  Ships. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  steel  ships  completed 
during  the  month  of  November,  191G,  by  the  respective  buildere 
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named.    When  no  rig  is  shown  it  will  be  understood  that  the  vessel 
is  a  steamer. 


Vnstk. 


Gross 
tonna{e. 


iSpMd, 
I  knots.  I 


Aowrtean  Shlplxiildinc  Co. : 
rhieacoyard-- 

UaaU 

CIcvelaiid  ytti— 

Btoax 

P«lroitjr«rd— 

Carlb 

Ozama 

L«r>  Fostcnes 

Lorain  rard-- 

D.  U-Clenuon 

I'.alUinore  Try  Decks  &  Ship- 
bolldincCo.: 

Pennant  rOa.  s.) 

Fore  River  Shipbuuding  Cor- 
poration: 

EdwaM  I.ockenbach 

Crvat      Lakes      Enzlneerine 
Works: 
Phlladelpltla 

NorMk. 

Clincinnmd 

Oreat  Lakea  Towinc  Co.: 

UiasiMtopI 

Harlan  t  HolUii(swoith  Cor- 
pontion: 

Qeorfcaima  Weems 

lianitowge  OiipbolIdJDg  Co.: 

WUtaCap 

Tide 

Newport  News  BblpbaifcUnc 
&  Pry  rock  Co.: 

Wlfiiam  A.  UcKenny 

New  York  Sblpbnlldlng  Co.: 

Royal  Arrow , 

Heattl*  Constmetloo  di  Dry 

Dock  Co.: 

Caoto 

Spedden  ShipbnlldJng  Co.: 

Efficient  (0  a.  s.) 

Toledo  Shipbuilding  Co.: 

Oaylite(0a.8.) 

BunUte  (Qa.  s.). 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Boos  Ship  A 
EndoeBuildiniCa: 

Wm.  Bockefeller 

Total  (23  vessels) 


2,0M 

2,(H8 

2,  US 
2,Ilt 
2,118 

7,72)! 
3,2.'>3 
8,131 

2,4S2 

2,482 
2,522 


an 
m 


t,2» 
7,7M 

3,820 

43 

1,»7» 
1,«7S 

7,147 


68,922 


Owm-. 


Type. 


I 


Tndew 


Atlntir.  Golf  A  West  In- 
dies a.&UDes. 


-do.. 


.do.. 
-do.. 


Ovsai. 


.do„ 

-    .do.. 

Kangsttavn&  Sons  (Nor.)...' do.. 

Pittsburgh  a  8.  Co I. ...do.. 


•I 


11)  {  Fierce  Ofl  Corporation. 


10 
10 


10 


10 
10 


10 
11 

13 


11 


Luckcobach  S.  8.  Co. 


Atlantic,  <3nU  &  West  In- 
dies S.  8.  Lines. 

Clyde  S.S.  Co 

abchfldd  NavigstkmCo... 

Oreat  Lakes  Towing  (^ 


Baltimore  &  Carolina  8.  S. 
Co. 


Bay  State  Fishing  Co. 
do 


CtoweD  &  Thorlow  S.  S.  Co.. 
Standard  TranspottatioD  Co 

N.  Y.A  Cuba  Mail  S.  8.  Co. 
Standard  OUCo.  (N.  J.) 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 


BnlkoJI.. 


Cargo. 


.do.. 


..do 

C<^iier... 

Towing. 
Cargo... 


Trawler. 
..do 


Cargo 

BuIkoO... 


Cargo — 
BalkoO.. 


Owgo. 
...do.. 


Balk  on.. 


DOl 

Do. 
Da 
Da 

Cooating. 

FmigD. 

E«i 

ro. 

Po. 

poastlBg. 
Eoi 


Da 
Da 


Ftreign. 
Dfc 

Da 

CcastiDg. 

ForelcB. 
Da 

Da 


FBOFOSED  £L£CTBICU(f(HT  SYSTEM  FOB  EATHTG. 

ITlcc  Coiuul  Horace  ReniUard,  Swatow,  China,  Mot.  0.] 

The  Kung  Yen  Press,  under  date  of  November  2,  1916,  reported 
that  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Electric  Light  Co.  of  Mei-haen 
(Kayingchow)  was  attempting  to  take  a  census  of  householders  and 
merchants  in  the  Mei  city  (Kaying)  who  would  wish  to  have  electric 
lights  installed,  when  such  a  system  is  established.  The  capacity  of 
the  plant  would  be  3,000  lamps  and  the  engines  will  probably  con- 
.'^time  charcoal,  which  is  a  product  of  that  district 

If  this  enterprise  meets  with  success,  it  will  make  the  fourth 
olectric-light  system  in  the  Swatow  consular  district,  the  others  beinff 
at  Swatow  city  and  Hsing-ning  city,  which  are  in  operation,  and 
at  Chaocliowfu,  the  contract  to  install  which  plant  has  been  awarded 
to  a  certain  .^Vnierican  firm  in  China. 
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BANXING  FACniTIES  IN  HANKOW. 

tConsul  General  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  China,  Xor.  3.] 

If  the  activities  of  banks  and  financial  institutions  are  any  criterion 
of  the  future  of  a  port,  certainly  Hankow  is  destined  to  be  a  pros- 
perous one.  There  are  at  present  the  following  exchange  banks 
maintaining  offices  in  this  city: 

3.  Bauk  of  China Chinese. 

2.  Bnnlt  of  Coranuiiiicntlons Ciilnese. 

3.  Bnnque  ludustrelle  de  Chine Frenclu 

4.  Banqiic  tie  rin(lo-(!hine Fieiich. 

5.  Olmrtereil  Bank  of  India,  .\ustialin,  and  Cliina Biltlsli. 

0.  Cretlit  Fonder  d'Extrenie  Orient Belgian. 

7.  Dentsch-Asintische  Bank German. 

8.  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation British. 

9.  Industrial  Bank Chinese. 

10.  International  Banking  Corporation American. 

11.  Bu-s-so-Asiatiu  Bank Russian. 

12.  Tal  Wan  Bank Japanese. 

33.  Tolvolmuia  Si)efie  Bunk Japanese. 

This  list  is  exclusive  of  a  very  large  number  of  Chinese  banks  in 
the  Wuhan  cities  (Hankow,  Hanyang,  and  Wuchang),  -which  are  of 
only  local  importance.  There  is  a  rumor  that  another  Japanese  bank, 
the  Sumitomo,  is  arranging  for  a  building. 

Banks  Own  Their  Own  Buildings — Outlook  Bright. 

Of  the  foregoing  established  banks  all  but  the  International  Bank- 
ing Corporation  and  the  Tai  Wan  Bank  own  their  own  property. 
The  Tai  Wan  Bank  is  a  recent  acquisition,  but  it  is  thought  that  this 
institution  also  has  under  advisement  the  erection  of  its  own  build- 
ing. The  well-known  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation 
is  erecting  commodious  quarters  similar  to  those  occupied  by  it  at 
other  points.  The  Bank  of  China  also  is  erecting  a  large  building. 
In  every  direction  may  be  seen  evidences  of  the  confidence  of  the 
banking  institutions  in  the  future  of  this  port:  not  only  are  new 
banks  opening  branches  here,  but  the  old  ones  are  increasing  their 
facilities. 

Hankow  is  primarilj'  an  exi)orting  city.  Raw  products  are  drawn 
from  a  vast  area  of  great  fertility  for  sale  in  Hankow.  Rivers  con- 
verge here,  railroads  radiate  from  this  pointj  and  in  time  it  will  be 
a  very  much  larger  exporting  cen,tcr  than  it  is  at  present.  It  is 
quite  likely  that  the  increased  facilities  being  furnished  by  the  banks 
are  to  finance  exporters.  It  is  but  natural  that  loans  will  be  made 
to  the  local  shippers  against  merchandise  shipped  or  in  the  godown 
awaiting  shipment  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  banks  will  be  taking 
a  practical  view  to  give  the  best  possible  aid  in  the  transfer  of 
China's  raw  products  to  Europe  and  America. 

The  Japanese  banks,  while  they  are  exchange  banks,  do  very  little 
business  except  between  China  and  Japan.  The  Chinese  banks  are 
only  of  domestic  importance.  The  other  banks  transact  the  bulk  of 
the  exchange  between  this  port  and  the  Occident. 

Settlement  of  Australian  Coal  Strike. 

Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain  cabled  from  Sydney,  Australia,  under 
date  of  December  1  that  the  coal  strike  had  been  amicably  settled. 
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Proposed  Rcenlations  for  Commercial  Travelers. 

Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  lias  trans- 
mitted an  ai-ticle  published  in  the  Review  of  the  River  Plate  i<x 
October  6, 1916,  which  quotes  in  full  the  law  providing  for  a  uniform 
license  fee  for  commercial  trav^^rs  in  Argentina,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  5, 1916. 

Where  a  salesman  represents  but  one  line  of  bu^ess,  the  proposed 
fee  is  400  pesos  (Argentine  paper  peso,  $0.42),  and  for  each  addi- 
tional class  of  articles  carried  by  the  traveler  a  charge  of  200  pesos 
is  contemplated.  Salesmen  soliciting  orders  for  goods  contained  m 
all  classes  are  to  be  subject  to  a  license  fee  of  1,000  pesos.  All  lioenaes 
are  to  he  valid  for  a  period  of  one  year,  and  duly  licensed  travelers 
are  to  be  exempt  from  additional  national  taxes,  as  well  as  all  pro- 
vincial or  municipal  imposts. 

The  following  are  the  five  classes  of  merchandise  for  '^hich  sepa- 
rate licenses  will  be  required,  in  the  absence  of  a  general  license  en- 
titling the  traveler  to  talke  orders  for  goods  of  any  kind :  (1)  Articles 
of  clothing  and  raw  materials  for  the  manufacture  thereof;  (2) 
foodstuffs  and  beverages  and  raw  materials  for  their  manufacture; 
(3)  building  materials  and  articles  for  use  in  agriculture,  including 
fertilizers,  insecticides,  veterinary  remedies,  etc.;  (4)  machkiery, 
including  extra  parts,  and  tools  of  all  kinds;  (5)  articles  not  mm- 
tioned  in  other  groups. 

Credentials  of  travelers  must  be  viseed  by  an  Argentine  consul  in 
the  country  whence  they  come  and  should  include  a  q>ecial  power 
of  attorney  form  (executed  before  a  notary  public)  or  a  certificate 
issued  by  any  official  organization  authorized  to  grant  licenses  to 
commercial  travelers. 

Samples  of  travelers  may  be  cleared  through  tlie  customs  upon  tiie 
presentation  of  a  written  application,  giving  a  complete  description 
of  the  goods,  and  the  furnishing  of  bond  for  the  amount  of  impwt 
duties.  The  latter  will  be  canceled  upon  the  reexportation  of  the 
samples  within  one  year.  Those  seeking  to  evade  the  pajnnient  of 
license  fee  are  to  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  double  the  amount  properly 
payable,  failure  to  pay  the  fine  resulting  in  imprisonment  and  con- 
fiscation of  samples. 

[A  preliminary  report  on  this  bill  was  published  in  Commebce  RfroBTs  to 
Oct  6,  1910.  The  official  text  of  the  bUl  (in  Spanish)  and  of  the  presidential 
message  accompanying  it  Is  on  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application.] 

ATTSTIUOIA. 

Harking  of  Lisle  Goods. 

According  to  an  Australian  customs  order  in  effect  October  1, 1916, 
the  word  "  lisle  "  will  not  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  trade  description 
of  cotton  goods.  The  name  of  the  principal  fiber  (for  instance, 
"  cotton  ")  must  be  used  in  place  of  the  word  "  lisle "'  or  in  addition 
thereto. 
Kegnlations  for  Used  Clothing. 

A  recent  Australian  customs  order  states  that  used  clothing  origi- 
nating in  certain  countries,  including  the  United  States,  shalfnot  oe 
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imported  for  trade  purpoised,  and  clbtfiirig  intended  for  the  personal 
use  of  the  importer  or  consi^ee  must  be  submitted  to  the  quarantine 
authorities  for  disinfection  before  clearance.  An  exception  is  made 
in  the  case  of  articles  constituting  part  of  a  traveler's  baggage  and 
articles  forwarded  by  parcel  post,  unless  there  are  special  circum- 
stances which  seem  to  require  unusual  precautions. 

cahada. 

[Canada  Gazette,  Not.  4.] 

Drawback  on  Katerlals  for  Shipbuilding. 

The  Canadian  Government,  by  an  order  in  council  dated  October 
21,  1916,  has  authorized  the  payment  of  a  drawback  not  exceeding 
99  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  imported  materials  used  in  the  original 
construction  of  vessels  having  more  than  500  tons  gross  tonnage. 
Canadian  shipbuilders  may  claim  drawback,  however,  only  in  the 
case  of  vessels  which  are  "  authorized  by  order  in  council  to  be  ex- 
ported for  registry  outside  of  Canada  or  are  British  Registered  in 
Canada  and  are  constructed  so  as  to  obtain  a  class  in  Lloyds,  Bureau 
Veritas,  British  Corporation,  or  other  recognized  classification  satis- 
factory to  the  Minister  of  Customs." 


SIEBBA  lEOHE'S  TBAOE  IN  PALM  FBODVCTS. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Yerb7,   Dakar,   Senegal.  Oct  80.] 

According  to  figures  recently  made  available,  the  exports  of  palm 
kernels  from  Sierra  Leone  during  1915  Increased  in  quantity  hj  3,709 
tons,  but  decreased  in  value  by  $268,992,  when  compared  with  the 
figures  of  1914,  last  year's  total  being  39,624  tons  worth  $2,452,625. 
The  decrease  in  the  market  value  was  very  noticeable.  The  price  in 
Europe  at  one  time  fell  as  low  as  $60  a  ton,  whereas  in  the  preceding 
year  it  was  never  below  $77.50,  nor  below  $102.18  in  1913.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  year,  however,  prices  rose  steadily  and  by  December 
had  reached  $92.45. 

In  1913  Germany  secured  48,016  tons  of  the  kernels,  out  of  a  total 
of  49,201  tons  exported ;  but  last  year  all  went  to  the  United  King- 
dom, where  crushing  mills  have  been  established. 

Nut  butter,  or  margarine,  into  the  composition  of  which  the  oil  of 
the  kernel  largely  enters,  is  at- present  in  general  use  in  the  United 
Engdom,  and  will  probably  sustain  its  place  on  the  market,  even 
when  the  price  of  butter  again  becomes  normal. 

Prices  for  palm  oil  on  the  European  market  were  well  maintained 
throughout  1915,  and  increases  are  shown  in  both  the  (juantity  and 
value  of  the  oil  exported  from  this  colony.  Palm  oil  is  used  prin- 
cipally in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  for  lubricating  purposes.  The 
volume  of  export  last  year  was  481,576  gallons  valued  at  $227,101, 
as  compared  with  436,144  gallons  worth  $187,521,  in  1914.  Of  the 
total  quantity  exported,  384,006  gallons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  89,8C9  gallons  to  France.  In  1913,  out  of  a  total  of  617,089  gal- 
lons, 509,688  gallons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  69,786  gallons  to 
Germany,  and  none  to  France.  France  has  more  than  adequately  as- 
sumed the  place  of  Germany  as  an  importer  of  this  product. 

Palm  kernels  and  palm  oil  are  the  chief  exports  from  Sierra 
Leone,  the  next  in  importance  being  ginger  and  piassava. 
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COTTOM  FABBKS  ABB  WOOLEV  GOODS  IH  OITATEKALA. 

tConsuI  Sima«l  C.  Bent,  Gnatemala  City.  Not.  18.J 

The  Bepublic  of  Guatemala  imported  last  year  cotton  fabrics  to 
the  value  of  $7oi'>,570,  of  which  $455,540  worth  c&me  from  the  United 
States  and  $-241,848  worth  from  England,  a  gain  of  32  per  cent  over 
1914  for  American  cotton  goods.  This  increase  is  largely  due  to  a 
deflection  of  trade :  but  mucli  of  the  business,  esi>ecially  in  the  cheaper 
fabrics,  went  to  the  United  States  before  the  war  and  will  remain 
with  it  after  the  great  international  readjustment. 

The  most  popular  American  fabric  in  the  Guatemala  market,  ac- 
cording to  dealers  and  importers,  is  a  species  of  cheap  gray  drill 
retailing  locally  at  12  to  15  cents  United  States  gold  per  yard.  There 
is  a  large  consumption  of  this  material.  Cheap  calico  prints  of 
American  manufacture  retail  locally  at  10  to  12  cents  a  yard-  In 
imports  of  American  muslins,  lawns,  silks,  and  other  finer  fabrics 
there  is  a  marked  increase.  Previously  this  trade,  especially  in  the 
finer  fabrics,  was  largely  shared  with  England  and  with  France. 

few  Keady-Kade  Oarmentt  Imported. 

Except  a  few  gowns,  robes,  and  cloaks  imported  each  year  frMn 
Paris,  nearly  the  entire  importation  of  cotton  fabrics,  woolens,  and 
worsteds  comes  into  Guatemala  in  the  form  of  piece  goods.  Scarcely 
any  ready-to-wear  suits,  either  for  men  or  for  women  and  children, 
are  brought  into  Guatemala  as  the  ctistoms  duty  on  materials  in  Ais 
form  is  so  high  as  to  be  practically  prohibitive.  Tlie  average  duty  on 
a  man's  suit  of  clothing  is  $8  United  States  gold. 

There  appears  to  be  a  stronger  demand  than  before  the  war  for 
white  materials:  for  the  consumers  of  prints  have  discovered  a  de- 
terioration in  qualitj'  in  these  fabrics,  due,  it  is  alleged,  to  the  use  of 
inferior  dyes. 

Cheap  cotton  fabrics,  such  as  drills,  pay  a  customs  dutj  of  7^  cents 
United  States  gold  and  7^  centavos  Guatemalan  currency  per  kilo  of 
2.2046  pounds.  Better  grades  pay  from  30  to  40  cents  United  States 
gold  and  a  like  amount  in  Guatemalan  currency.  The  Guatemalan 
currency  is  greatly  depreciated,  and  at  this  time  1  peso  Guatemalan 
is  worth  very  little  more  than  2  cents  United  States  gold.  Still 
higher  duty  is  imposed  on  finer  grades  of  woven  muslins,  amounting 
to  $0.50  United  States  gold  and.uO  ceotavos  Guatemalan  currency  per 
kilo. 
Woolen*  and  Worsteds  Xnch  Worn. 

In  1915  Guatemala  imported  woolens  and  worsteds  valued  at 
$52,308.  Of  this  amount  goods  to  the  value  of  $22,973  were  im- 
ported from  England  and  woolens  to  the  value  of  $9,308  came  from 
the  United  States.  The  other  countries  participating  in  this  trade 
were  Germany,  France,  and  Holland.  Guatemalan  dealers  claim  Gat 
the  English  woolen  fabrics  are  especially  good,  the  American  product 
not  giving  equal  satisfaction  in  the  way  of  fast  dyes.  Competition 
for  tlie  woolen  trade  of  Guatemala  has  been  keen  between  England, 
the  United  States,  and  Germany,  and  it  promises  again  to  Iwcome 
intense  after  the  war.  Before  the  war  woolen  goods  for  women's 
apparel  were  largely  imported  from  Germany,  while  the  woolens 
for  men's  wear  were' brought  principally  from  England. 
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Although  Guatemala  lies  -mthin  the  Tropics  woolens  and  worsteds 
are  much  worn,  and  this  is  particularly  true  in  Guatemala  City 
and  Quezaltenango,  where,  because  of  the  altitudes  (5,000  and  7,000 
feet,  respectively),  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  maximum 
and  minimum  temperatures.  Guatemala  City  has  a  population  of 
lOOjOOO  and  is  the  largest  city  of  Central  America. 

The  customs  duty  on  common  fabrics  one-half  wool  is  62|  cents 
United  States  gold  and  62^  centavos  Guatemalan  ciu-rency  per  kilo. 
Better  grades  pay  75  cents  gold  and  75  centavos  Guatemalan  cur- 
rency. All-wool  goods  pay  from  $1.25  United  States  gold  and  1.25 
fesos  Guatemalan  currency  per  kilo  to  $1.50  United  States  gold  and 
.50  pesos  Guatemalan  currency  per  kilo,  while  woolen  goods  con- 
taining silk  are  subject  to  still  higher  duties. 

•  [A  list  of  the  principal  importers  and  dealers  of  cotton  fabrics  and  woolen 
goods  in  Guatemala  City  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  ond  cooperative  ofBces.  Itefer  to  file 
No.  82408.] 

LACE  JOAMSOt  A  COTTAGE  nmUSTBY  IN  BENGAL. 

[Vice  CoDsal  J.  P.  Donghten,  Calcatta,  Bengal,  India,  Oct.  30.] 

In  or  near  Calcutta  no  proper  organization  of  workers  in  hand- 
made laces  and  embroideries  exists.  Tlie  industry  is  of  the  class 
generally  known  as  a  "  cottage  industry."  Lace  is,  in  fact,  not  made 
locally  on  a  commercial  scale,  the  trade  being  confined  practically 
to  "  Chikon-work  "  embroideries. 

According  to  the  latest  census  tables  the  number  of  lace  and  em- 
broidery workers  in  Bengal  in  1911  was  only  1,764,  but  in  the  opinion 
of  local  dealers  the  total  number  of  cottage  workers  en^ged  at 
present  in  the  industry  may  be  placed  roughly  at  8,000.  The  scale 
of  wages  for  both  men  and  women  ranges  from  4  to  12  cents  gold  a 
day,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  embroidery.  The  majority  of 
the  w^orkers  are  said  to  be  women  who  do  not  earn  more  than  4  or  6 
cents  a  day. 

The  annual  output  of  handmade  embroideries  in  Bengal  can  not 
be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  as  there  are  no  statistics  of  production. 
A  dealer  of  some  standing  estimates  its  value  at  $80,000  to  $100,000. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  Bengal  dealers  in  handmade  embroideries  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  82700.] 


"  OFPOBTUNITT  "  NOTE  BBINGS  PEBMANENT  TRADE. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Not.  29.] 

A  Bristol  firm  informs  me  that  it  has  made  several  large  purchases 
of  white  flint  and  opal  glass  bottles  from  an  American  manufacturer 
with  whom  it  got  in  touch  through  a  "Trade  Opportunity"  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Repobts.  Quality  and  price,  the  firm  states, 
compare  favorably  with  similar  products  formerly  obtained  by  it 
from  France. 

Although  at  fii'st  the  bottles  were  not  packed  in  a  manner  to  stand 
the  journey,  considerable  breakage  being  the  rule,  they  are  now  being 
received  packed  with  tin-foil  and  straw  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 
The  shape  and  style  of  the  bottles  have  been  quite  satisfactory. 
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ABOENTIHE  HASEET  FOS  PAPEB  BOXES  AHD  LABELS. 

[Consul  WUlUm  DawsoD,  jr.,  Rosario,  Oct  2C.] 

There  is  very  little  demand  in  Rosario  at  present  for  paper  boxes 
nnd  labels  for  druggists  and  similar  lines.  Before  the  war  the 
market  was  considerably  better  and  boxes  were  imported  from  Ger- 
many, France,  and  the  United  Kingdom;  while  British,  American, 
German,  and  French  labels  were  used. 

The  total  imports  of  pasteboard  boxes  of  all  kinds  into  Argentina 
in  1013  were  officially  valued  at  a  little  under  $100,000.  Imports 
of  paper  and  pasteboard  labels  were  valued  at  about  $66,000.  Boxes 
and  labels  are  made  in  Argentina,  which  has  numerous  lithographic 
establishments.  The  difficulty  of  securing  foreign  merchandise 
promptly,  as  well  as  high  freight  rates,  has  given  the  Argentine 
industry  a  new  advantage  and  its  relative  share  of  the  market  has 
been  considerably  increased  by  the  war.  Imports  of  boxes  into 
Argentina  in  1915  were  valued  at  about  $30,000,  while  labels  im- 
ported were  valued  at  about  $37,000.  High  freight  rates  naturally 
fall  more  heavily  on  boxes,  which  occupy  more  space.  Probably  less 
than  10  per  cent  of  imports  of  boxes  and  labels  are  entered  at  Kosario 
or  elsewhere  in  this  district.  On  the  other  hand  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  articles  entered  at  Buenos  Aires  eventually  find  their 
way  into  the  interior. 
The  Local  Industry — Import  Duties. 

As  respects  cost  of  production,  the  Argentine  industry  can  not 
compete  with  those  or  the  leading  manufacturing  countries.  In 
addition  to  the  higher  cost  of  imported  raw  materials  and  supplies, 
skilled  labor  is  expensive.  The  industry  is,  however,  protected. 
Pasteboard  boxes  for  druggists  are  classified  under  paragraph  3551 
of  the  Argentine  import  tariff  and  are  subject  to  an  import  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  to  which  must  be  added  the  usual  surtax  of  2  per  cent 
levied  on  all  imports  the  duty  on  which  is  10  per  cent  or  over.  Labeb 
for  druggists,  lir^uids,  etc.,  are  classified  under  paragraphs  2454  and 
2455  and  are  subject  to  an  import  duty  of  40  per  cent,  plus  the  usual 
surtax  of  2  per  cent.  The  foregoing  duties  are  not  ass^sed  on  the 
market  or  invoice  value,  but  on  the  "  aforo  "  or  officially  fixed  value 
for  customs  purposes,  which  is,  for  small  pasteboard  boxes  for  drug- 
gists, etc.,  80  gold  centavos  (77,2  cents)  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds),  and 
for  labels  classified  under  paragraphs  2454  and  2455,  1  gold  p^o 
(96.5  cents)  per  kilo  if  in  one  color  and  1.30  gold  peso  ($1.2545) 
per  kilo  if  in  two  or  more  colors.  This  makes  the  doty  in  reali^ 
equivalent  to  a  specific  rate  of  9.45  cents  per  pound  for  boxes  and 
18.4  cents  and  23.9  cents  per  pound,  respectively,  for  labels.  Boxes 
are  weighed  with  their  wrapping.  In  addition  to  the  import  duty 
and  surtax,  the  Argentine  tariff  prescribes  certain  official  charges 
for  customs  handling,  storage,  and  statistics  which  amounts  to  a  little 
under  1  per  cent  of  the  value  of  merchandise.  The  foregoing 
duties  and  charges  apply  to  boxes  and  labels  from  all  coimtries, 
there  being  no  preferential  or  conventional  rates. 
When  Possible  Kepresentative  Should  Visit  the  District. 

As  a  rule  not  a  great  deal  is  accomplished  here  through  correspond- 
ence and  catalogues  alone,  except  when  solicited  in  advance.  Where 
the  possible  demand  appears  to  warrant  the  expense,  the  most  satis- 
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factory  method  of  securiiijg  a  foothold  in  the  market  is  by  sending 
out  a  personal  representative  to  study  conditions  and  get  into  touch 
with  customers.  This  visit  may  oe  repeated  periodically  or  an 
agency  may  be  placed  with  some  local  firm. 

The  recognized  credit  terms  here  are  00  days  from  the  arrival 
of  goods,  but  many  importers  are  accustomed  to  pay  cash  against 
documents  when  dealing  with  American  firms.  It  is  often  well  to 
give  the  customer  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  merchandise  before 
accepting  the  documents.  If  it  is  desired  to  build  up  a  permanent 
btisiness,  it  is  advisable  to  offer  some  credit  facilities. 

Prices  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  acceptable  to  the  leading 
Rosario  houses.  C.  i.  f.  quotations  are,  however,  to  be  preferred, 
particularly  when  dealing  with  smaller  concerns  whose  facilities  for 
information  may  be  limited. 

At  present,  very  few  vessels  come  through  to  Rosario  from  Ameri- 
can ports.    Goods  can,  however,  be  transhipped  at  Buenos  Aires. 

Correspondence  and  catalogues  intended  for  Argentina  should  be 
in  Spanish. 

[A  list  of  importiug  druggists  in  Rosario  and  llic  unuie  of  au  Importer  of 
lithographic  products  con  l>e  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82494.] 


MANUFACTURE  OF  MOTOB  FLOWS  IS  GEBMAinT. 

[Consul  General  JuUns  G.  Lay,  Berlin,  Not.  21.] 

The  motor  plow  that  was  invented  by  a  citizen  of  Elbing,  near 
Danzig,  Germany,  {lossesses  many  admirable  features,  but  on  ac- 
count of  its  rigid  middle  beam  it  is  not  as  valuable  as  some  of  the 
later  inventions  of  the  same  type.  These  plows  are  greatly  in  de- 
mand in  East  Prussia,  where  the  fields  are  large  and  labor  is  scarce. 
The  plow  mentioned  costs  about  17,000  marks  ($4:,Oi6)  before  the 
war,  but  now  brings  35,000  marks  ($8,330). 

The  best  plow  of  this  type  is  the  "  Stock,"  manufactured  in  Berlin. 
In  1913,  about  700  from  that  factory  were  placed  upon  the  market. 
More  have  l)een  sold  during  the  war.  These  plows  are  known  not 
only  in  Germany,  but  also  in  many  of  the  agricultural  countries  of 
Europe,  such  as  Austria-Hungary,  Russia,  Roumania,  Bulgaria,  and 
Doimark.  Some  have  been  sold  in  South  America,  Australia,  and 
the  German  colonies.  After  the  war  these  plows  will  doubtless  have 
a  large  market  abroad,  because  during  the  past  two  years  they  have 
been  further  perfected. 

COTTON-BAUNO  FBESSES  FOB  BBAZIL. 

[Commercial  Attachi  WUllam  C.  Downs,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Not.  9,  supplcmcntlug  report 
in  COMMEBCB  Reih>bt8  tOT  Jonc  29,  1910.] 

Col.  Sampaio  Ferraz,  commissioned  by  the  directorate  of  the 
Lloyd  Brazileiro  Steamship  Co.,  is  visiting  the  principal  ports  of 
northern  Brazil  to  determine  which  are  the  most  appropriate  for  the 
installation  of  presses  and  machines  for  treating  cotton.  He  is  ac- 
companied by  engineers  who  will  work  out  the  complete  plans  for 
the  installation.  Afterwards  Col.  Ferraz  will  proceed  to  the  United 
States  to  acquire  the  proper  machinery,  the  purchase  of  which  hais 
been  authorized  by  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro. 
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SmPBUILDING  ACnVITT  IH  GOTEBOSO. 

[Consul  S.  M.  Basmusen,  Goteborg,  Sweden,  Nor.  IT.] 

The  present  high  freight  rates  and  high  prices  of  tonnage,  coupled 
with  the  ohstacles  in  the  way  of  purchasing  vessels  from  abroad, 
have  caused  great  activity  in  Swedish  shipyards.  The  shipbuilding 
industry  is  hampered,  however,  from  lack  of  necessary  building  ma- 
terial, and  construction  work  has  been  retarded  through  difficulties 
in  procuring  necessary  material  and  machinery  from  abroad,  and 
also  from  lack  of  skilled  workmen. 

Extensive  shipbuilding  that  bids  fair  to  keep  the  local  slxipyards 
busy  far  into  the  future  is  contemplated,  and  contracts  have  been 
signed  for  sufficient  tonnage  to  keep  every  shipyard  in  Goteborg 
busy  for  a  long  period. 
Contracts  for  Yesiels. 

The  Grangesbergsbolaget,  exporters  of  ore,  Stockliolm,  has 
entered  into  a  contract  with  AJktiebolaget  Goteborgs  Mekani^ 
Verksted,  Goteborg,  for  the  construction  of  18  large  steamers  at  an 
aggregate  price  of  40,000,000  crowns  ($10,720,000),  which  is  the 
largest  order  ever  placed  with  a  Swedish  shipbuilding  concern,  and 
which  will  require  years  to  complete. 

Another  large  order  for  new  tonnage  has  been  made  by  Eeder- 
iaktiebolaget  Transatlantic,  Goteborg,  to  Lindholmens  Mekaniske 
Verkstadsaktiebolag,  Goteborg,  for  two  new  7,900-ton  freighters, 
which  makes  six  new  vessels  added  to  the  Transatlantic  Co.'s  ton- 
nage during  the  present  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  1914 
the  Transatlantic  Co.'s  fleet  consisted  of  9  vessels  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  59,650,  which  in  two  years  has  been  increased  to  27  ves- 
sels with  a  tonnage  aggregating  153,225. 

The  construction  of  the  new  vessels  referred  to  will  be  made  by 
Goteborgs  Mekaniska  Verkstad  and  Lindholmens  Mekaniska  Verk- 
stadsaktiebolag, respectively,  and  are  not  open  ior  tender.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  material  and  machinery  which  enter  into 
the  construction  of  vessels,  however,  must  necessarily  be  imported 
from  abroad,  and  the  fact  that  such  construction  will  require  a  laag 
time  to  complete  will  give  American  Arms  ample  time  to  negotiate 
for  the  supply  of  materials  needed. 

Communications  should  be  addressed  to  Goteborgs  Nva  Verk- 
stadsaktiebolag and  Lindholmens  Mekaniska  Verkstesaktiebolag, 
respectively,  Goteborg,  Sweden,  and  correspondence  may  be  carriw 
on  in  English. 

AIIEIIICAN  WALL  FAPEBS  FINS  FAVOB  JH  SCOTLAin). 

[Con&ul  H.  D.  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  Nov.  27.J 

American  wall  paper  is  gradually  taking  first  place  in  the  Dim- 
fermline  markets  over  all  competitors  save  British.  Through  the 
initiative  of  this  consulate  American  papers  were  introduced  some 
years  ago  and  have  been  growing  in  popularity,  until  at  present  they 
are  firmly  established  in  this  vicinity.  One  of  the  lending  (inns  of 
paper  hangers  states  that  its  trade  has  expanded  from  a  small  first 
order  to  nearly  half  of  the  total  stock  now  carried. 

The  American  papers  are  regarded  as  distinctive  and  out  of  tbe 
ordinary  in  design,  and  are  in  demand  for  tlic  finest  residences  in  the 
city.  The  unconventional  American  patterns  have  come  into  s^jecial 
demand  this  season. 
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AMEBICAN  (XMSUIAR  OEFICERS  OK  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  Americaii  consolar  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunercial  or^uiizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


tlonof 
Tenuo. 


.Vddress. 


AlbertjTalbot  J 

Brett,  Homor 

BnckUn,  GecHKe  A 

Chambcrlin,  QeaTge  E. 

nelcbmfln,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Sa«er,  Oeoc^  Eogene. 
Qunon,  JohnA 

Hanson,  GeorgeC 

Jenklne,  Donglas 

Latbmn,  Charles  L ... . 
Listoe,  8a«n 

Saner,  EmO 

Smitli,  James  A 

Tioart,  O.  RiiaselL. . . 

Watson,  lohn  J.  C 

WlUrlcta,  Qebbard 

WeddeU,  Alezander  W 


Hanover,  Oermany. . . 
La  Goaira,  Venezuela. 

Bordeaux,  France. 

Oeotsotown,  Qulona. . 


Santos,  Brazil. 
St.     Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Oermany. . . 
Coiinto,  Nicaragua. . . 


Dec.  35 

Feb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 


New 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Swatow,China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dmidee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nethor- 


Jan.    3 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  37 
Jan.  IS 
..do 


Cologne,  Oermany. . . 

Caloatta,  India. 

Coniwall,  Ontario 

St.  Pierre,  Hlqnelon.. 

Quebec,  Quebec. 

Athens,  Oreeoe. 


Feb.  1 
Jan.  IS 
Dec.  20 

Doc.  35 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chambcrlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  ot  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Do. 

12  Pmobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domiatic  Commeroo,  SOt  Fedoral 

BuildlnK,  Chicago,  HI. 
129  Uoln  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  StateTwashlngton,  D.  C. 
The  Uendota,  Washington,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"  Walkerford,  Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
IIM  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D.C. 
3336  Q  Street,  Washington.  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


HVMFBACKSALHON  EGOS  SHIFPEB  FROM  ALASKA. 

A  shipment  of  16,000,000  humpback-salmon  eggs  was  made  during 
the  past  month  from  Afognak,  Alaska,  to  points  on  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  coasts  of  the  Umted  States.  Tlie  consignment  left  Alaska 
November  2  and  arrived  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  November  10.  The  eggs 
were  accompanied  by  a  messenger  to  that  point.  They  were  then 
re-iced  and  distributed  to  various  stations. 

The  transfer  of  4,000,000  eggs  from  Seattle  to  the  station  at  Birds- 
view,  Wash.,  was  made  by  messenger,  and  2,000,000  each  were  sent  to 
the  stations  at  Duckabush  and  Quilcene,  Wash.  The  remainder  of  the 
shipment  from  Alaska  was  sent  east  in  the  charge  of  the  field  super- 
intendent and  divided  eaually  between  the  two  trout  stations  of  the 
bureau  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

In  each  instance  they  arrived  in  excellent  condition  and  with  much 
smaller  losses  than  in  past  years. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUKEAU  OF  FOBEION  AHD  DOMESTIC  COHMEBCE. 


DISTBICT  OFnCES. 

mw  TOBK:  Boob  409,  CBttonkoasc. 

BOSTON:  1801  Caitoahone. 

CBIGlflOi  604  Federal  Billdlag. 

ST.  LOVIS:  403  TUrd  Natloaal  Baak  BilMlag. 

ITUHTA:  621  Post  Office  Balldlag. 

mw  OBLBAKSt  1080  HIbcrata  Bank  Bnlldlag. 

BAH  niNClSCOi  to?  CntoaJioase. 

SUTTliB:  848  Henry  Balldlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLETELIND:  Ckaaber  of  Ceaaeree. 
CHiCDiKlTl:  Cbambcr  of  Conaerce. 

cracnniin:  c,  it.  o.  *  t.  p.  Bj.  c«. 

LOS  UlflELES:  Cbaaber  af  Geaaerce. 
FHILiDBLPHU:  Chaaber  of  Ooaaeree. 
CHATTANOOfli:  Soath  Aaerteaa  Agcat,  Soath- 

era  Br.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEC:  Chaaber  of  Oaaaeite. 
DATTOX:  Greatrr  Dajioa  AstoclaUea. 
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FOBEIOM  T&ASE  0PP0BTUIITIE8. 

Beserred  addrrssos  mty  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bieaa  and  Its  41atrict  mMetm.  Rcqoeat 
for  rach  opportunity  should  be  on  a  seuarate  sheet  and  state  ■■■■ilaalty  Baaifea.. 
TBo  "Baivaa  does  not  furnlHb  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responatbUify  as  to  tbe  ctandfaiK 
of  foreltni  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  BymboU : 
■Reported  by  American  consular  officers;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Boreau. 

Nails 2328« 

Naval  stores 28286 

Oil,   cotton 2S87» 

Paper,    wrapping 23282 

Piece    goods ^ 23280 

Pork,  salt 23282 

Rosin 232T9.233M 

Shrimps 23286 

Rteel  and  mannfactnres  of 2S27T.  2«88< 

Soap    Ingredients 23383 

Tacks 23284 

Tin  plate 2S2»« 

Tools 23284 

VcKetables 23282 

Violin  strings 23281 

Wire,  barbed 2S"8« 


Bars,  iron  und  steel 23286 

Beeswax ___„_  23286 

Canned  goods 23283 

Oement 23286 

Draftsmen's  supplies 23284 

FeodstutTs 23282 

Flour 2:t282 

Furniture 2.'!286 

(ialranized  Iron  sheets 2S286 

Iron,    manufactures  of 2.'!l'77 

Lamps,     alcohol 2:i283 

Machinery,   acetic  add 23287 

Machlner}-,    alcohol 2:i287 

Machinery,  button  and  comb 2;!278 

Machinery,  starch  and  glucose 2:!2S7 

Machinery,    toothbrush 23278 

1W277.* — ^A  firm  In  Spain  Is  In  tlie  market  for  perforated  plates  for  screening 
purposes  and  of  iron  rings  and  steel  jaws  for  the  trituration  of  pyrite  ore. 
Correspendence  In  English. 

232784 — A.  firm  in  Oolonihla  wislies  to  communicate  with  manufactnrers  of 
machinery  for  niukiug  comi)s,  buttons,  and  toothbrushes. 

23279.* — ^The  proprietors  of  a  soap  factory  In  Switzerland  desire  to  be  placed  In 
communication  witli  American  luanufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  oil 
and  rosin.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  European  port.  Payment 
will  be  made  against  documents.  (Virresiwndence  In  French  or  Geniuui. 
References. 

2.3280.t — A  man  in  .\rgentiim  desires  to  renrescnt.  on  a  commission  basis,  Amer- 
ican manufocturei"3  and  exporters  of  fleeced-lmck  goods,  printed  flannels, 
woolens,  etc.    References  upon  request. 

£3281.* — A  firm  In  Canada  is  desirous  of  conmiunlcating  with  American  mnnn- 
facturers  of  violin  strings. 

232S2.t — A  man  la  Cuba  would  like  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  grain,  hay,  bran,  corn  meal,  flour,  potatoes,  salt  pork,  oils  and 
grenses,  and  other  Ingredleiils  nse<l  in  tbe  manufacture  of  soap;  wrapping 
paper,  California  beans,  ami  cjinned  goods.  References  furnished  upon 
request. 

232S.1.* — A  Arm  In  Brazil  is  in  the  market  for  alcohol  lamps  and  would  like  to 
Imve  price  ILsts,  catalogues,  etc.,  with  regard  to  same.  Correspondence  in 
Portuguese. 

23284.* — A  man  In  Spain  d(  sires  to  purchase  arti.sans'  tools,  draftsmen's  sup- 
plies, steel,  brass  thumb  lacks,  and  double-pointed  steel  tacks.  He  would 
nice  to  be  furnished  with  cutiiiogues  of  same.  Prices  .should  be  quoted 
c.  I.  f.  destination.  Piiynient  will  be  made  In  cash.  Correspondence  in 
Spanisli.    Keftrence. 

2;?2S.").*— A  lirni  In  Eiiglaiul  is  in  the  maiket  for  white  bleached  beeswax  discs 
packeti  in  1  cwt.  cases.  I'aynjfint  will  be  mtide  against  documents  in 
Loudon.    References. 

2;'.2,S(i.'' — A  firm  in  Cuba  desires  to  represent  .\niericnn  exporters  of  slirlnip, 
packed  In  2(X)-poinid  ban-els;  tin  plate,  barbed  wire,  cement,  nails.  Iron  8ml 
steel  bars,  galvanizeil-iroii  sliwts.  rosin,  turi>entine,  and  furniture.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Cuban  port  or  f.  o.  b.  American  port.  Cn^i  will 
be  paid.     Correspondence  In  English.     References. 

J:82S7.' — A  uiitn  in  Norway  wislies  to  c<)imnuulcate  with  American  manufactur- 
ers and  exporters  of  machinery  for  manufacturing  starch,  glucose,  alcohol, 
and  acetic  acid. 

WASHINGTON  :  OOVBENMEXT  PBt.VTIXO  OFFlOl :  1«« 
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POBTO  RICO'S  1917  SITOAR  SEASON  OPENS. 

[Uarwood  Hull,  correapondent,  San  Juan,  Dee.  0.] 

The  1917  Porto  Ricnn  sugar  season  started  this  week  when  Guanica 
Centrale  commenced  grinding  cane  on  ilondaj",  December  4.  Nine 
hundred  bags  of  sugar  had  been  made  at  6  p.  m.  Tue.sday. 

There  is  every  indication  that  this  will  be  the  biggest  sugar  season 
the  island  has  ever  had.  The  only  official  estimate  of  the  probable 
production  of  sugar  for  the  season  is  that  of  J.  Ruiz  Soler,  secretary 
of  the  Sugar  Growers'  Association,  who  has  stated  that  the  crop  will 
make  510,800  short  tons  of  sugar.  This  is  a  considerable  increase  over 
the  1916  campaign,  completed  several  months  ago,  for  which  the 
Insular  Goveiiunent  figured  a  production  of  483,590  short  tons.  In- 
dividual estimates  of  sugar  growers  in  close  touch  with  crop  condi- 
tions place  the  probable  production  for  1917  as  high  as  550,000,  or 
even  600,000  tons,  depending  largely  on  weather  conditions. 

During  the  past  two  weeks  weather  conditions  have  been  more 
favorable  for  the  growing  and  ripening  of  cane  than  for  several 
months.  Generally  speakmg,  the  season  has  been  one  of  unprece- 
dented rains,  with  a  consequent  lack  of  sunshine  and  hot  days.  This 
has  retarded  the  development  of  the  sugar  cane,  but  to  just  what 
extent  it  will  affect  sugar  production  is  not  known. 


CHANGES  IN  BRITISH  EUBAROO  IIST. 

A  cablegram  from  the  American  consul  general  at  London,  dated 
December  1.3,  repwts  numerous  changes  in  the  British  embargo  list. 
The  following  symbols  are  in  use  to  denote  the  class  of  prohibition : 
A,  exportation  prohibited  to  all  destinations;  B,  exportation  pro- 
hibited except  to  British  possessions  and  protectorates;  C,  exporta- 
tion prohibited  to  foreign  countries  in  Europe  and  on  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Black  Seas  other  than  France  and  French  possessions, 
Russia,  Italy,  and  Italian  possessions,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  to 
all  Russian  Baltic  ports.  Wherever  a  new  item  replaces  or  amends  a 
;0329'-i5  1041 
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former  one  the  deleted  heading  or  ck^ification  is  placed  in  paren- 
theses.  The  following  articles  are  now  prohibited : 

A — Living  animals  for  food  (formerly  B) ;  peroxide  of  manganese  and  mix- 
tures (formerly  peroxide  of  manganese) ;  ztrconinm  compounds;  beans;  brew- 
ers' and  distillers'  grains  (formerly  C)  ;  buckwheat  (formerly  C)  ;  biscuit  meal 
(formerly  C) ;  calf  meal  (formerly  0)  ;  coconut  and  poonac  cake  (formerly  C)  ; 
compound  cakes  and  meal  (formerly  B)  ;  cottonseed  cake  and  cottonseed  meal 
(formerly  B) ;  flsh  meal  and  concentrated  fish  (formerly  C)  ;  gluten  meal  or 
gluten  feed  (formerly  C) ;  ground  nut-  nut,  cake,  and  meal  (formerly  G,  gronnd 
nut  or  earth  nut  cake  and  meal) ;  hempseed  cake  and  meal  (formerly  G) ;  bosk 
meal  (formerly  C) ;  linseed  cake  and  meal  (formerly  B) ;  whale  cake  and  whale 
meal  (formerly  B) ;  other  feeding  stuffs  (formerly  G),  viz,  locust  bean  meal, 
maize  germ  meal,  maize  meal  and  flour,  meat  meal,  palmnut  cake  and  meal, 
poppyseed  cake  and  meal,  rai)eseed  or  colzaseed  cake  and  meal,  sesame  seed 
cake  and  meal,  soya-benu  cake  and  meal,  sunflower  seed  cake  and  meal,  chick 
peas,  dari,  gram  or  dliol,  green  forage,  lupin  seeds,  maize  germs,  millet,  corn  and 
grain  mill  dust  and  screenings,  pigeon  peas;  feeding  stuffs  (formerly  B).  viz, 
lentils,  maize,  malt  dust,  malt  flour,  culms,  sprouts  or  combings,  rice  meal  (or 
bran)  and  dust,  patent  and  proprietary  cattle  foods  of  all  kinds;  fuel  ecouo- 
mizers  with  cast-iron  pipes  as  auxiliary  heating  apparatus  with  land  or  marine 
steam  l>olIers;  thorium  and  its  alloys;  zirconium  and  its  alloys;  arrowroot  (for- 
merly C) ;  barley,  barley  meal  and  pearled  and  pot  barley  (formerly  B)  ;  bean 
flour  and  meal  (formerly  C) ;  biscuits,  bread,  and  cakes  (formerly  C) ;  butter 
(formerly  B)  ;  cassava  powder  (formerly  C)  ;  cheese  (formerly  B)  ;  com  flour 
and  corn  grits  (formerly  C) ;  eggs  in  shells  (formerly  B) ;  flsh  (C)  ;  liominy 
(C) ;  lentil  flour  and  meal  (0) ;  macaroni  (C) ;  mandioca  (C) ;  meat,  namely, 
bacon,  ham,  and  pork;  condensed  or  preserved  milk  (B) ;  milk  powder;  oatmeal 
and  rolled  oats  (B).;  onions  (C) ;  pea  flour  and  meal  (G) ;  peas,  except  tinned 
and  l>ottled  (B) ;  prepared  foods,  wholly  or  partly  of  cereals  (C) ;  rice  and  rice 
flour  (G) ;  rye,  rye  flour  and  meal  (C) ;  sago  and  sago  flour  and  meal  (C); 
semolina  (C) ;  spaghetti  (G) ;  tapioca  and  tapioca  flour  (G) ;  vegetables,  canned 
(G) ;  vegetables,  fresh,  not  speciflcaily  prohibited  (G) ;  vermicelli  (C) ;  thw- 
mometers  (clinical,  formerly  B) ;  wootl  pulp. 

B — Electric  lamps,  except  carbon  filament  lamps,  ai-c  lamps  for  street  light- 
ing, and  pocket  electric  lamps  and  component  parts  (formerly  B,  amended) ;  fish 
bones ;  clippings  of  hides  and  pelts ;  agricultural  machinery  other  than  motor 
plows  and  motor  tractors;  lead,  except  pig  lead  and  compound  (formerly  B, 
amended) ;  clover  and  grass  seeds  (0) ;  the  following  root  crop  seeds:  Carrot, 
kohl  rabi,  mangold,  onion,  Swedish  turnip ;  oil  varnishes ;  zirconium  ore. 

G — ^Animal  lioofs  and  other  glue  stock,  including  untanned  pelts  and  hld«s 
not  speciflcaily  prohibited,  flsh  bladders,  and  fish  skins;  barrels  and  casks, 
empty,  and  distinctive  component  parts,  other  than  barrels  or  casks  previously 
imported  full  and  returning  empty,  whether  whole  or  In  parts;  formates  not 
otherwise  prohibited;  Iridium,  osmium,  palladium,  rhodium,  and  ruthenium 
compounds ;  white  lead ;  oxalates  not  otherwise  prohibited ;  soda  lime ;  sulphites 
and  thiosulphates,  metallic,  not  otliefwlse  prohibited ;  iwcket  electric  lamps  and 
component  parts ;  glue,  osselne  and  concentrated  size,  fish  glue,  isinglass,  finings 
and  other  kinds  of  gelatine,  Iceland,  Irish  and  sphagnum  moss,  algln ;  iridium, 
osmium,  palladium,  rhodium,  ruthenium,  and  alloys;  meat  not  speciflcaily  pro- 
hibite<l;  canary  seeds;  spices  and  mixtures  thereof,  except  pepper;  raw  and 
prepared  sponges ;  gas,  steam,  and  water  valves ;  wood  screws  made  of  brass, 
iron,  or  steel.  

FEENCH  BAITE  FOK  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attach*;  V.  L.  Havens,  .Santiago.] 

The  Diario  Iliistrado  for  November  14  contained  the  following 
item  concerning  the  opening  of  a  new  foreign  bank  in  Santiago: 

El  Banco  France's  do  Chile  (Hie  French  Bank  of  Chile)  will  soon  open  its 
doors  in  Santiago.  It  will  Imve  a  capital  of  3,500,000  pesos  (about  $700,000). 
The  Government  lias  already  approved  the  statutes,  -  and  the  report  of  the 
inspector  of  linnks  as  to  the  bona  fide  existence  of  the  capital  alone  remains  to 
be  made. 

It  is  understood  that  this  organization  will  acquire  or  control  tiM 
Bank  of  the  Republic,  which  has  been  closed  for  some  time. 
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EXF0ET8  OF  PEBUVIAN  PEODITCTS. 

IConsul  General  Wm.  H.  Handley,  Callao-Lima,  Nov.  23.] 

Since  the  law  levying  an  export  tax  on  agricultural  and  mineral 
products  became  eifective  in  November,  1915,  the  customs  authorities 
of  Peru  have  been  issuing  more  reliable  statistics  covering  the  exports 
of  both  agricultural  and  mineral  products.    The  authorities  at  Callao 

five  the  total  quantity  of  sugar  exported  from  all  Peruvian  ports 
uring  the  first  six  months  of  191C  at  108,700  metric  tons,  of  which 
27,640  kilos  (60,934  pounds)  were  chancaca.  The  total  quantity  of 
sugar  exported  during  the  calendar  year  1915  was  2:20.257  metric 
tons. 

The  quantity  of  raw  cotton  exported  during  the  first  six  months 
of  191C  is  given  by  the  national  customs  authorities  as  nearly  6,232 
metric  tons,  about  20  per  cent  being  lint.  The  total  exports  of  cotton 
and  lint  during  1915  amounted  to  21,121  tons. 

The  amount  of  hides  exported  from  the  Republic  during  the  same 

Eeriod  was  nearly  1,118  tons  in  weight,  of  which  200  tons  were  fresh 
ides,  the  remainder  being  dry.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  hides  during  the  first  six  months  of  191C,  in  comparison  with 
the  same  period  of  1915.  The  total  exports  during  1915  is  given  at 
2,857  metric  tons. 

Bemand  for  Wool. 

There  was  a  good  demand  for  all  kinds  of  Peruvian  wool  during  the 
fii-st  six  months  of  this  year,  the  exports  being  over  3,1G1  metric 
tons,  consisting  of  sheep,  alpaca,  and  llama  wool.  Alrout  65  per 
cent  of  the  wool  exported  from  Peru  is  shipped  from  the  southern 

Soi-t  of  MoUendo.  The  total  quantity  of  all  grades  of  wool  exported 
uring  the  year  1915  was  5,900  tons.  There  is  at  present  a  keen 
demand  for  this  material.  American  importers  interested  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Peruvian  wool  should  take  up  the  matter  directly  with  the 
American  consular  agent  at  Mollendo,  or  with  this  office. 

The  export  tax  paid  by  Peruvian  exporters  on  the  four  alwve  prod- 
ucts during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  was  as  follows:  Sugar, 
$287,502;  wool,  $33,478;  hides,  $25,622;  and  cotton,  $24,487,  or  a  total 
of  $371,089. 

BECOBDS  SHOW  INCBEASED  AMOUNT  OF  FOG. 

Results  obtained  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  by 
tabulating  the  figures  from  the  various  fog-signal  stations  through- 
out the  service  show  that  the  average  amount  of  fog  was  greater 
during  the  fiscal  year  1916  than  during  the  preceding  year,  except 
in  the  lake  districts  were  the  amount  varied  very  little  from  that 
recorded  in  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The  figures  represent  the  total 
hours  of  fog  or  thick  weather  observed. 

The  greatest  amount  of  fog  was  observed  at  San  Francisco  Light 
Vessel,  Cal.,  in  the  eighteenth  district,  aggregating  2,221  hours  for 
the  year,  or  approximately  25  per  cent  of  the  time.  The  highest 
record  on  the  Atlantic  coast  was  that  at  Egg  Rock,  Me.,  in  the  first 
district,  where  2,043  hours  of  fog  occurred,  equivalent  to  about  23 
per  cent  of  the  year. 
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EXHJUUTIOHB  07  BBHISH  FBODITCIS. 

[CoDMil  General  3.  I.  Brlttain,  Sydney,  Aostralla,  Kot.  13.] 

AnstraUaas  Interested  in  Imperial  Exhibit. 

The  following  notice  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the  Sydney  Cham- 
ber of  Ck)mmerce  of  November  4, 1916,  relative  to  an  exhibit  of  goods 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain: 

The  Imperial  Governmeut  1ms  on  foot  n  sclienie  for  a  traveling  exhibition  of 
goods  manuXacturMi  In  Great  Britain.  It  Is  intended  that  this  exhibition  shall 
visit  Africa  and  nil  the  principal  ports  of  Aastralia.  According  to  the  state- 
ments received,  sfmie  5«0  manufacturers  will  contribute  exhibits  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  cli;unl)or  of  commerce  Is  sought  in  resi»ect  to  the  proposed  ex- 
hibition. .S'.eps  are  liein:;  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
in  Sydney  to  actively  cooperate  and,  if  possible,  to  blend  with  tixe  British 
exhibits  a  display  of  locally  manufactured  articles. 

[Oonsul  .\UKiistus  i;.  Ingrain.  nraiUord,  Knglnnd,  Nov.  .">0.] 

British  Industries  Fair  at  Olasgow. 

The  Bradford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  a  miH?ting  held  November 
28,  received  a  deputation  from  the  Glasgow  C-orporation  in  i-egard  to 
an  exhibit  from  Yorkshire  at  the  British  Industries  Fair  to  be  held 
at  Glasgow  from  February  26  to  March  10,  15)17,  under  the  auspices 
and  with  (he  support  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade.  It  is  proposed 
that  two  such  fairs  be  held,  one  in  London  and  the  other  in  Glasgow, 
with  the  object  of  bringing  the  nianufacttu-crs  and  buj'ei-s  into  closer 
touch.  The  Glasgow  exhibition  Avill  be  devoted  to  textiles,  food- 
stuffs, and  household  chemicals.  In  spite  of  the  short  notice,  the 
invitation  will  probably  be  favorably  considered  by  Bradford  manu- 
facturers. 

IKxtrnet   from  JoUaniiosbiiiK   Sl.ii'.   fonvarded   by  Consul   Jotin    I*.    liray,  Jobanncsburs. 

Nov.  2.) 

Successfnl  Showing  of  South  African  Products. 

The  exhibition  of  South  African  products  in  London  has  been  open 
for  a  fortnight  and  proved  most  attractive.  It  ha.s,  in  fact,  been  so 
successful  that  it  has  quite  justified  tlie  intention  to  contipue  it  for 
the  next  12  months  in  some  other  equally  central  position  in  London, 
where  even  more  varieties  and  larger  quantities  of  Union  products 
may  be  shown. 

The  present  .strong  demand  for  foodstuffs  in  Great  Britain  pro- 
vides an  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  goods 
such  as  those  dealt  with,  and  excellent  results  have  accrued  both  as 
regards  advertising  the  capacities  of  the  Union  and  disposing  of  the 
wares  for  sale.  The  South  African  di'ied  fruits  and  maize  products 
are  declared  equal  to  the  best  obtainable.  The  public  have  been  buy- 
ing eagerly,  and  numerous  inquiries  for  supplies  in  bulk  have  been 
received  from  wholesale  dealers. 

A  consignment  of  South  African  butter,  arranged  for  some  time 
ago,  arrived  most  opportunely,  while  the  exhibition  was  in  progress. 
The  bulk  of  it  was  sold  at  24d.  (49  cents),  as  against  26d.  to  28d.  for 
English  butter,  to  which  its  quality  was  compared.  For  tobacco  and 
crayfish,  as  well  as  other  articles  that  were  on  sale,  there  was  a  larger 
demand  than  could  be  supplied. 
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HEALTH  DATA  OF  ABOENTIHA'S  LATEST  CENSUS. 

tConsul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  Nov.  8.] 

Kecently  published  partial  returns  of  the  Argentine  census  of 
June  1,  1914,  furnish  the  following  data  with  respect  to  the  health 
and  physical  infirmities  of  the  population: 

The  reports  show  a  total  of  88,866  persons  sick  in  bed  on  June  1, 
1914,  or  an  average  of  1,127  sick  for  every  100,000  inhabitants.  Tlie 
average  for  the  previous  census  (1895)  was  only  426  per  100,000. 
Two  factors  may  be  responsible  for  the  imusual  increase  in  the  pro- 
portion of  sick.  In  the  first  place,  adverse  climatic  phenomena  (the 
country  was  visited  by  unprecedented  rains  and  many  districts  were 
inundated)  made  sanitary  conditions  unfavorable;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  many  inhabitants  may  have  reported  themselves  as  sick,  al- 
though not  in  bed,  in  spite  of  the  census  directions. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  reported  sick  per  100,000  was,  for  the 
various  Provinces,  as  follows:  City  of  Buenos  Aires,  1,123:  Province 
of  Buenos  Aires,  956;  Santa  Fe,  777;  Entre  Rios.  1,45():  Corrientes, 
977;  Cordoba,  1,400;  San  Luis,  1,581;  Santiago  del  Estero,  1,272; 
Tucuman,  1,131;  Mendoza,  950;  San  Juan,  819;  La  Kioja,  1J594; 
Catamarca,  1,675 ;  Salta,  2^65 ;  Jujuy,  2,079. 

Tbe  Blind  and  the  Deaf  and  Snmb. 

In  1914  Argentina  had  6,856  blind  against  3,526  in  1895,  although 
the  number  per  100,000  inhabitants  shows  a  tailing  off  from  89  in 
1895  to  87  in  1914.  The  blind  are  very  unevenly  distributed  over  the 
Kepublic.  In  the  eastern  Provinces  their  number  in  -comparison 
with  the  total  population  is  very  small,  whereas  the  proportion  of 
blind  in  the  northern  Provinces  is  exceedingly  high. 

The  same  holds  true  of  the  deaf  mutes,  of  whom  there  were  7,798 
in  Argentina  in  1914  or  99  per  100,000  inliabitants.  The  1895  census 
showed  142  deaf  mutes  for  every  100,000  inhabitants.  The  region 
comprising  the  Provinces  of  Tucuman,  Salta,  and  Jujuy  reported 
373  deaf  and  dumb  per  100,000  inliabitants  in  1914  against  510  in  1895 
and  1,035  in  1869.  The  Provinces  of  Mendoza,  San  Juan,  La  Bioja, 
and  Catamarca  had  an  average  of  197  per  100,000  in  1914, 401  in  1895, 
and  676  in  1869.  On  the  other  hand  in  the  coast  region,  including  the 
city  and  Province  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  the  Provmces  of  Santa  Fe, 
Corrientes,  and  Entre  Rios,  the  average  number  of  deaf  mutes  per 
100,(X)0  inhabitants  was  64  in  1914,  59  in  1895,  and  158  in  1869. 

[For  Consul  Dawson's  report  on  the  population  returns  of  this  ceasus  see 
Commerce  Keports  for  Oct.  24,  1016.] 


Exempting  Brazilian  Befrlgerating:  Plants  from  Taxes. 

Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs  reports  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil,  that  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  Hou.se  of 
Representatives  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  to  exempt  from  taxes  for  30 
years  refrigerating  plants  that  may  be  established  in  the  State  for 
the  conservation  of  meat,  fruit,  milk  products,  cereals,  and  other  food 
products. 
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ITALT'S  DSC&EE  BEOVLATDTO  COV^WPSKm  OJ  OTOAB. 

[Conmil  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Genoa,  Not.  8.1 

By  Royal  Decree  No.  1332  of  October  18,  1916,  the  Government 
assumes  control  over  the  distribution  and  consumption  of  sugar 
and  establishes  maximum  prices  at-  which  it  may  be  sold  by  refiners 
and  dealers.  The  surtax  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  which,  by 
Royal  Decree  No.  1080  of  August  31,  191G,  was  fixed  at  17  lire 
($8.28)  per  (juintal  (220.46  pounds),  is  increased  by  the  present 
decree  to  62  lire  ($11.97).  The  maximum  wholesale  price  is  placed 
at  225  lire  ($43.43)  per  quintal. 

A  committee  to  regulate  the  consumption  of  sugar  is  constituted 
in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  It  is  presided  over  by  the  Minister 
of  Agiiculture  and  is  composed  of  a  representative  each  from  the 
Alinistries  of  Interior,  Agriculture,  Industry  and  Commerce,  Fi- 
nance, and  AVar. 
Committee  to  Determine  Xonthly  Apportlosmenti. 

This  committee  is  to  determine  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  appor- 
tioned monthly  to  each  Province,  both  for  direct  consumption  and 
for  industrial  uses.  The  superintendent  of  finance,  with  two  assist- 
ants, will  determine  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  apportioned  to  each 
commune  from  the  quantity  assigned  to  the  respective  Provinces. 
The  distribution  in  the  commune  is  made  upon  a  license,  valid  for 
one  month,  granted  by  the  mayor  to  the  users  of  sugar.  Such 
licenses  are  based  upon  the  demand  and  the  available  supply.  For 
the  factories,  refineries,  and  commercial  organizations  a  Government 
agent  will  be  named,  who  will  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  super- 
vising the  distribution  of  sugar  and  without  whose  authorization  no 
shipment  or  consignment  shall  be  made. 

All  license  holders  are  obliged  to  maintain  a  register,  indicating 
everj'  consignment  of  sugar  received,  whence  received,  and,  day 
by  day,  the  quantity  used.  Dealers  or  maimfacturers  who  fill  orders 
for  private  speculation  or  sell  amoimts  above  normal  with  a  view 
to  diminishing  the  supply  available  for  the  public,  or  sell  at  a  price 
below  the  established  one,  or  refuse  to  sell  without  just  cause  may 
upon  proper  evidence  procured  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  be 
refused,  for  one  or  more  months,  the  license  of  the  mayor  to  pur- 
chase. Penalties  are  set  forth  for  those  not  conforming  with  the 
various  provisions  of  the  law. 
Knst  Keep  Documents  for  Inspection. 

Whoever  has  in  stock  or  keeps  for  sale  goods  containing  sugar  not 
of  his  oAvn  manufacture  must  hold  in  his  place  of  trade,  for  ready 
inspection  by  the  police,  invoices  or  documents  showing  whence 
shipped.  Bars  and  similar  establishments  in  the  retail  trade  dis- 
pensing drinks  containing  sugar  are  not  subject  to  the  license. 

A  noteworthy  provision  is  that  which  forbids  the  use  of  sugar  for 
a>nological  purposes,  except  for  the  manufacture  of  vermoirth  and 
sparkling  wines,  in  which  case  a  suitable  license  must  be  obtained. 

The  sum  of  150,000  lire  ($28,950)  is  appropriated  both  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law. 

[Previous  mention  of  the  Italian  regulation  of  the  consumption  of  sugar  was 
ninrte  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Dec.  C,  1916.] 
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TSASE  ACTIVITIES  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Swansea,  Wales,  Kov.  6.] 

The  exports,  coastwise  and  foreign,  through  the  port  of  Swansea 
during  the  nine  montlis  ended  September  30,  lOK?,  amounted  to 
3,622.185  long  tons,  or  a  decrease  of  999,735  tons  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1013,  and  279,920  tons  less  than  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  1915. 

Of  a  total  export  trad  »  amounting  to  3.022,185  tons  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  191(5,  coal,  oke,  and  patent  fuel  accounted  for  3,263,267 
tons  and  tiuplates,  terneplates.  and  black  ]>lates  for  197,235  tons. 
Coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel  declined  by  945,336  tons  as  compared 
with  the  fii-st  nine  months  of  1913,  and  tinplate  by  64,554  tons. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  the  calendar  year  1916,  coal,  coke,  and 
patent  fuel  exported  will  be  about  1,060,000  tons  less  than  in  the 
normal  year  of  1913.  Tinplate  will  show  a  decline  of  approximately 
100,000  tons  for  the  whole  of  1916  as  compared  with  an  average  pre- 
war year. 

Principal  Exports  from  Swansea. 

Exports  of  pi'incipal  articles,  coastwise  and  foreign,  through  the 
port  of  Swansea,  during  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1913, 
1914,  1915,  and  1916,  according  to  official  figures  supplied,  by  the 
manager  of  the  Swansea  Harbour  Ti'ust,  are  given  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


Coal  and  coke 

Talent  fuel 

Copper,  copper  ore,  spelter,  etc , 

lion,  steel  rails,  castmra,  etc 

Tin,  teme,  and  black  plates 

aalvanlted  sheets 

Alkali,  snperpbosphate,  arsenic,  etc 

Flour,  grain,  potatoes,  etc 

Ale,  stout,  and  spirits 

General  merchandise  (average) 

Oenetal  merchandise  (estimate  for  1916). 


ToUl. 


Nine  months  ended  Sept.  30— 


1913 


Tont. 

3,376,513 

732,090 

2,111 

2,420 

261,789 

41,072 

18,717 

10,777 

1,406 

168,025 


4,614,920 


1911 


Ton: 

2,80t(,l«6 

036,683 

827 

1,592 

247,814 

32,418 

16,011 

10,918 

1,749 

148,000 


3,C0I,178 


1915 


Tons. 

2,888,957 

595,783 

2,601 

13,454 

212,376 

10,536 

23,718 

9,710 

304 

144,466 


3,902,105 


1916 


Tout. 

2,508,295 

669,973 

1,508 

7,098 

197,235 

4,706 

11,010 

11,232 

29 


126,068 


3,622,185 


Coal  Shipments  from  Swansea  and  Port  Talbot. 

Exports  of  coal  from  Swansea  to  foreign  countries  during  Septem- 
ber, 1916,  amounted  to  212,945  tons,  of  which  153,083  tons  were 
shipped  to  France,  29,498  tons  to  Italy,  16,519  tons  to  Scandinavia, 
and  10,200  tons  to  Spain.  These  exports  showed  a  decrease  of 
87,661  tons  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  in  1915  and 
a  decrease  of  19,392  tons  as  compared  with  August,  1916.  This 
decrease  was  the  result  of  a  dispute  between  the  coal  trimmers  and 
shipowners  over  wages. 

In  September,  1916,  233,790  tons  of  coal  were  exported  from  Port 
Talbot,  of  which  190,845  tons  went  to  France,  32,798  tons  to  Spain, 
and  4,805  tons  to  Algeria.  These  exports  show  an  increase  of  110,332 
tons,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  in  1915,  and  an  in- 
crease of  36,165  tons  over  the  exports  in  August,  1916.  For  the  first 
time  on  record  Port  Talbot  exported  more  coal  than  Swansea.   Port 
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Talbot  alone  of  all  the  Soatli  Wales  ports  has  shown  large  increaaee 
in  its  ex]>orts  during  the  current  year  due  to  the  compl^itm  in  1915 
of  extensive  new  docks  which  have  made  this  port  capable  of  con- 
peting  with  the  older  ports  of  Cardiff  and  Swansea. 

Shipment*  of  Coal  from  Sonth  Wale*  Fort*. 

The  total  exports  of  coal  as  cargo  during  September,  1^15  and  1916, 
from  the  four  chief  ports  of  South  Wales  to  foreign  countries,  also 
bunker  coal  shipped  for  the  use  of  steamers  engaged  in  the  foreip 
trade  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Coalu 

enrfo. 

Banker  ootL 

ltl5 

1916 

1915 

1M6 

Cardiff 

Toiu. 
987, 16t 
291,678 
300,606 
123,458 

Ttmt. 
931,489 

317,847 
212,945 
233,790 

Towi. 
167,644 

60,611 
20,689 
14,405 

Tuu. 

it.M 

v.ou 

Tort  Talbot 

3T;I3 

Total 

1.702,809 

1,696,  on 

253,329 

m,%3 

Principal  Countries  of  Destiaation  of  Welsh  Coal. 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  exported  from  South  Wales,  by  princi- 
pal countries,  during  September,  1915  and  1916,  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 


Sq>tcmbcr- 


1915 


1916 


Countries. 


Scptwnlxr— 


1915       ni< 


France  and  Algeria 

lUly 

Scandinavia  and  tbo  Netlirr- 
lands 


Totu. 

806,935 

270,022 

1J,S84 


Tom. 
1,04$,»I2 
278,374 

25,155 


Spain. 

Portugal 

Booth  America 


r-"-. 

84.851 

70,581 

134.401 


Tew. 
144,2a 
53, » 


Exports  of  Patent  Fuel. 

The  September,  1910,  exports  of  patent  fuel  (briquets)  from 
Swansea  amounted  to  (53,053  tons,  of  which  38,719  tons  went  to 
France,  14,473  tons  to  Italy,  0,152  tons  to  Algeria,  and  3,709  tons  to 
Spain.  As  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1915,  these  exports 
show  an  increase  of  1,253  tons. 

Port  Talbot's  exports  of  patent  fuel  amounted  to  only  3,494  tons 
in  September,  1915,  and  to  18,023  tons  in  September,  1916,  of  which 
10,987  tons  were  shipped  to  France,  4,611  tons  to  Italy,  1,700  tons 
to  Morocco,  and  725  tons  to  Venezuela. 

The  patent  fuel  industry  of  South  Wales  is  centered  in  Swansea. 
The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  this  product  from  the  four 
principal  ports  during  September,  1915  and  1916: 


Ports. 

September— 

Potts. 

Septembet- 

1916 

1916 

1915 

mt 

Swansea 

Tom. 
61,800 
3,494 
33;643 

Tom. 
63,063 
18,023 
13,it2 

Tom. 
6,763 

% 

Port  Talbot 

Total     .. 

certur :.■.■.■.■;:;:::::: 

101, 6W 

ll,MI 
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Vati^nftUty  of  Tessel*  Bmployed  is  tlie  Coal  Trade. 

Out  of  a  total  of  2,297  vessels  cleared  from  j^orts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  with  cargoes  of  coal  for  foreign  ports  in  September,  1916, 
only  516,  or  22^  per  cent,  represented  ships  flying  the  British  flag,  as 
compared  with  741  British  vessels,  or  25^  per  cent,  in  Septemteiv 
1915.  Of  the  318  vessels  loaded  with  cargoes  of  coal  which  cleared 
from  Swansea  and  Port  Talbot  in  September,  1916,  only  70  vessels 
were  British,  as  compared  w^ith  63  British  and  196  foreign  vessels 
in  September,  1915. 

In  September  of  this  year  one  American  schooner  cleared  from 
Port  Talbot  with  a  cargo  of  coal  for  Venezuela. 

Kind  of  Coal  and  Value  Exported. 

During  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1910,  the  quantity 
in  long  tons  and  value  of  the  different  kinds  of  coal  exported  from 
Swansea  and  Port  Talbot  were  as  follows : 


Nino  months  ended  Sept.  30, 1916. 

KindotcotU. 

From  Swansea. 

From  Port  Talbot. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

AnUiiaclte: 

SmaU 

a)}, 133 
744,270 

t3, 233, 060 
4,926,600 

131,381 
K,ei9 

t553,6C0 
331,510 

Total  anthracite 

1,253,403 

8,162,690 

189,900 

907,110 

Steam: 
Small.. 

297,370 
411,859 
229,872 

1,198,360 
1,832,470 
1,567,330 

341,588 
648,640 
391,697 

1,350,400 
3,284,120 
1,941,400 

Through  and  through 

Largo 

Total  steam 

933,101 

4,098,160 

1,281,930 

6,685,920 

Other  sorts: 

Small 

5,193 

1,604 

917 

25,700 
8,440 
6,230 

23,088 
19,561 
15,887 

117,910 
112,690 

Through  and  through 

Large 

97,820 

Total  otbrr  sorts 

7,614 

40,370 

60,536 

328,420 

Grand  .otal 

2,200,118 

12,901,220 

1,532,316 

7, 821, 450 

IHne  Uonths'  Exports  of  Coal  from  the  United  Kingdom — Prodnction. 

In  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1914,  48,116,349  tons  of 
coal  valued  at  $158,845,450  were  exported  from  the  ITnited  Kingdom 
to  foreign  countries  as  against  33,414,212  tons  valued  at  $133,657,030, 
and  29,243,377  tons,  valued  at  $169,086,340,  in  the  corresponding 
periods  of  1915  and  1916.  The  coal  exports  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1916  showed  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  18,872,972  tons  and 
an  increase  in  value  of  $10,240,890  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1914;  but  as  compared  with  the  first  nine  months  of 
1915,  there  was  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  4,170,835  tons  and  an  in- 
crease in  value  of  $35,429,310.  The  average  value  per  long  ton  of 
coal  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  first  nine  months  of 
1914  was  $3.30.  In  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  the  price  had 
risen  to  $4  per  ton,  and  in  1916  to  $5.77. 

In  1913  tne  production  of  coal  in  the  United  Kingdom  amounted 
to  about  287  million  long  tons,  of  which  approximately  98  million 
tons  were  exported  and  189  million  tons  were  retained  for  home  con- 
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sumption.  The  production  in  1916  will  probably  not  exceed  255  mil- 
lion tons  or  32  million  tons  less  than  in  1913 ;  while  the  quantity  ex- 
ported will  approximate  54  million  tons,  or  44  million  tons  less  than 
during  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  war.  The  domestic  con- 
sumption this  year  may  exceed  200  million  Urns  .as  compared  with 
189  million  tons  in  1913.  Of  the  55  million  tons  available  for  export 
in  1916  tile  allies  of  Great  Britain  and  British  possessions  will  take 
about  40  million  tons,  leaving  only  15  million  tons  for  the  foreign 
bunker  trade  at  British  ports  and  for  export  to  neutral  eomitries. 
But  the  bunker  trade  amounts  to  about  14  million  tons  j)er  annum, 
so  that  the  balance  available  for  export  to  neutral  countries  will  be 
sninll. 
Shipments  of  Coal  to  Certain  Xarkets. 

Previous  to  the  war  the  United  Kingdom  was  exporting  6,000,000 
tons  of  cargo  coal  per  month.  In  September,  1916,  shipments  of  coal 
abroad  amounted  to  only  3,444,180  tons.  In  1913  approximately 
600,000  tons  were  shipped  monthly  to  South  America,  while  in  Sep- 
teml)er  of  this  j-ear  the  exports  to  South  America  amounted  to  only 
32,000  tons.  Scandinavia,  the  Netherlands,  and  Spain  took  monthly 
about  1,625,000  tons  previous  to  the  war,  as  against  only  811,900  tons 
in  September,  1916.  British  coal  exports  to  France  and  Algeria 
averaged  in  1913  about  1,200,000  tons  per  month.  In  September, 
1916,  shipments  to  these  countries  amounted  to  1,785,000  tons.  Italy, 
on  the  other  hand,  while  receiving  more  coal  from  the  United  King- 
dom than  it  did  earlier  in  the  war,  is  still  obtaining  about  220,000 
tons  less  per  month  than  previous  to  the  war. 

The  Tin-plate  Indnstiy. 

At  one  time  the  United  States  was  the  principal  market  for  Britidi 
tin  plates,  but  with  the  building  up  of  the  industry  in  the  United 
States  the  American  purchases  considerably  decreased.  In  1862  the 
exports  of  AVelsh  tin  plate  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  29,541 
tons  as  against  20,480  tons  to  all  other  coimtries;  in  1882  exports  to 
the  United  States  had  increased  to  214,552  tons  and  to  all  other  coun- 
tries 50,464  tons.  In  1889  the  United  States  purchased  336,920  tons 
and  all  other  countries  only  93,931  tons.  The  Welsh  tin-plate  bua- 
ness  with  the  United  States  between  1862  and  1889  increased  307,379 
tons  as  against  73,451  tons  for  all  other  countries. 

In  1913  the  total  output  of  tin  plate  in  the  United  Kingdom  was 
823,500  tons,  of  which  the  United  States  took  only  21,516  tons  and 
all  other  countries  544,756  tons,  as  compared  with  a  total  production 
of  586^50  tons  in  1891,  of  which  325,643  tons  went  to  the  United 
States  and  123,236  tons  to  all  other  countries. 
Xileet  of  War  on  the  Tin-plate  Industry. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  tin-plate  industry  of  Wales  has  de- 
clined rapidly.  At  the  end  of  September,  1916,  there  were  315  tin- 
plate  mills  in  operation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  a  decrease  of  92 
mills  since  September,  1915,  and  a  decline  of  266  mills  from  the 
number  in  operation  just  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  war.  These 
mills  are  not  idle  for  lack  of  demand  for  tin  plate,  but  for  the  rea- 
son that  tlie  manufacture  is  prohibited  except  in  connection  with 
Government  contracts. 
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According  to  the  Board  of  Trade  returns  there  was  a  falling  off  in 
the  export  of  tin  plates  amounting  to  67,229  tons  for  the  nine  months 
ended  September  30, 1916,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  1914.  The  total  exports  durmg  1916  will  probably  not  exceed 
340,000  tons  as  compared  with  566,272  tons  in  1913.  With  the  decline 
of  exports  in  British  tin  plates,  the  exports  of  American  plates  have 
rapidly  risen. 

The  exports  of  tin  plates  from  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1916,  according  to  official  American  statistics, 
amounted  to  516,257,473  pounds,  as  compared  with  179,221,644 
pounds  in  1915  and  105,899,762  pounds  in  1914.  Although  the  ex- 
ports of  American  tin  plate  have  shown  this  remarkable  increase  since 
the  outbreak  of  war,  yet  they  are  still  less  than  the  British  exports, 
notwithstanding  the  restrictions  placed  on  the  manufacture  and 
exportation  of  tin  plate  by  the  British  Government. 


"  KBOOKLAirD'S  "  CHIEF  QTTABTESHASTEB  BECEIVES  MEDAL. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Bedfield  has  received  a  communication 
through  the  State  Department  from  Lieut.  Col.  F.  W.  Panzera,  com- 
mandant, Aliens'  Detention  Camp,  lOiockaloe,  Isle  of  Man,  telling 
of  the  presentation  of  a  medal  awarded  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  Emil  Bohme  in  connection  with  services  which 
he  rendered  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  American  steamship 
Kroonland  in  assisting  in  the  rescue  of  89  persons  from  the  burning 
steamer  Voltumo  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  on  October  9,  1913. 

The  presentation  ceremony,  which  was  conducted  by  Commander 
Lieut.  Col.  Panzera,  took  place  in  the  presence  of  about  500  detained 
aliens,  and  a  musical  program  was  given  in  connection  with  the 
presentation. 

The  department  has  so  far  been  unable  to  locate  the  following 
members  of  the  crew  of  the  Kroonland.  for  whom  medals  are  still 
being  held  in  Secretary  Redfield's  office:  Frank  Von  Hymmen, 
Gerard  Frans  Borrenberg,  Henri  Guelinckx,  Desire  Auguste  Coop- 
man,  Petrus  Stobbelaar,  Gustav  Ebling,  Heike  M.  P.  Janssen,  Franz 
Quednau,  Heinrich  Schaub,  Ernst  Bencke,  Leon  Coppens,  Alphons 
Koll,  and  August  Frederich  Reckzugel. 


NEW  PULP  MILL  FOE  FINLAND. 

[British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Nov.  no.l 

The  British  consul  at  Helsingfors,  Finland,  reports  tliat  a  timber 
company  is  erecting  a  large  pulp  mill  at  Karihaara,  at  the  moutii  of 
the  Kemi  River.  Tliis  company  owns  large  tracts  of  forest  land  in 
northern  Finland  and  is  already  nmning  three  sawmillt?.  In  order 
to  utilize  the  large  quantity  of  pulp  wood  obtained  annually  from 
its  forests  the  company  is  now  constructing,  near  the  Karihaara 
sawmill,  a  sulphite  pulp  mill,  which  is  being  built  for  an  output  of 
30,000  tons  per  year,  but  land  has  been  reserved  so  that  the  output 
can  be  doubled  if  necessary.  The  buildings  are  to  be  constructed 
of  brick  and  ferroconcrete.  The  machinery  has  already  been  or- 
dered from  Finnish  and  foreign  firms. 
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GBOWTH  OF  PHIUFPnTB  UGHTHOTJSE  SERVICE. 

The  substantial  growth  of  the  lighthouse  service  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  that  has  taken  place  within  a  few  years  is  important  to 
American  shipping.  The  changes  are  reviewed  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  which  states,  however,  that  the  system  is  yet 
far  from  complete,  and  that  with  the  gradual  development  of  the 
countrj',  the  importance  of  all  sailing  routes  increases,  and  the  de- 
mand for  additional  lights  now  exceeds  what  may  be  expected 
through  the  expenditure  of  available  funds. 

Upon  the  American  occupation  of  the  Philippines  29  lights  of  all 
classes  were  in  serviceable  condition,  and  of  these  only  a  few  were  in 
actual  operation,  many  of  them  having  been  extinguished  as  a  result 
of  developments  prior  to  our  arrival.  A  number  of  stations  had  been 
damaged  or  partly  destroyed,  and  the  rest  had  been  neglected  until 
they  were  sadly  in  need  of  repairs. 

Temporary  repairs  were  made  to  a  number  of  structures,  some  addi- 
tional lamps  relighted,  and  additional  minor  lights  installed  by  Navy 
officials,  so  that  upon  the  organization  of  the  Bureau  of  Coast  Guard 
and  Transportation,  under  whose  charge  the  construction,  operation, 
and  maintenance  of  lighthouses  were  placed,  there  were  55  lights  in 
operation,  16  of  which  were  flashing  lights  of  various  sizes  fi'om 
first  to  sixth  order  and  the  balance  small  lens  lanterns,  etc.,  showing 
fixed  lights.  A  vigorous  campaign  of  construction  was  at  once  in- 
augurated. 

Yestelt  Kay  How  Safely  Havigate  All  Principal  Eontes. 

At  present  there  are  151  lights  of  all  classes,  including  4  first-order 
flashing,  1  second-order,  9  third-order,  8  fourth-order,  and  12  sixth- 
order  flashing,  20  sixth-order  occulting,  9  automatic  flashing  acety- 
lene, 2  electric,  and  85  minor  fixed  lights,  by  the  aid  of  which  vessds 
may  now  safely  navigate  all  the  principal  routes  and  channels  and 
enter  all  the  principal  ports  and  harbors. 

During  recent  years  it  has  been  the  policy  to  use  only  permanent 
materials  in  the  construction  of  new  stations,  which  is  naturally  ex- 
pensive in  first  cost,  and  to  rebuild  all  timber  structures  in  permanent 
materials  when  they  reach  the  limit  of  economical  repair,  a  policy 
which  has  i-esulted  in  the  installation  of  fewer  lights  per  annum,  but 
which  has  rapidly  reduced  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  system. 

An  idea  of  the  problem  of  lighting  the  Philippme  Islands  may  be 
conveyed  by  the  statement  that  the  archipelago  measui-es  more  than 
1,000  nautical  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  more  than  GOO  from  east 
to  west ;  that  the  total  coast  line  is  approximately  equal  to  that  of  the 
combined  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
clusive of  Alaska;  and  that  there  are  more  than  5,000  nautical  miles 
of  coasting  routes  and  tortuous  channels ,  regularly  navigated  by 
vessels  trading  among  some  300  separate  ports. 
Konnting  of  Delicate  Flashing  Apparatus. 

The  more  delicate  flashing  apparatus  is  mounted  chiefly  in  rein- 
forced concrete  towers,  measuring  101  feet  from  base  to  focal  plane, 
equipped  with  third-order  prismatic  lenses  revolving  on  mercury 
floats,  which,  by  the  refraction  and  reflection  of  rtgrs  from  incan- 
descent oil-vapor  lamps,  produce  flashes  of  approximately  100,000 
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eandlepower,  clearly  visible  under  ordinary  conditions  at  the  limit  of 
their  geographical  ranges  of  about  25  nautical  miles. 

In  the  design  of  lighthouse  towers,  stability  is  required  against 
typhoon  winds  which  have  reached  a  recorded  velocity  of  120  miles 
per  hour,  so  that  heavy  tower  bases  are  necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  lights  mentioned,  171  buoys,  beacons,  and  day 
marks,  for  the  assistance  of  the  mariner  in  entering  ports,  navigating 
narrow  channels,  etc.,  have  been  provided,  and  the  number  is  being 
constantly  increased. 

BBTTISH  OBBEB  BELATES  TO  STEEL  SUPPLIES. 

(Vkc  Consul  Bicbard  Westacott,  London,  England,  Nov.  28.] 

An  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Ministry'  of  Munitions  of  War  con- 
cerning steel  bought  and  sold  or  manufactured  in  this  country,  and 
also  steel  imported  from  any  other  country.  A  clause  of  the"  order 
shows  that  the  regulation  affects  all  imported  steel  made  by  the  open- 
hearth  or  Bessemer  process,  in  so  far  as  its  distribution  on  arrival  in 
the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned.  The  chief  provisions  of  the  order 
are: 

No  order  for  steel  made  by  the  open-lieartli  or  Bessemer  process  (other  than 
shell-discard  qualit.v)  sliall  bo  accepted  for  manufacture,  and  no  such  steel 
shall  be  niniuifactured  unless  the  purpose  for  which  the  steel  is  require<l  has 
been  approved. 

Full  and  accurate  returns  shall  be  made  weekly  to  the  Director  of  Steel 
Production,  Ministry  of  Munitions,  'Whitehnn  Place,  London,  SW'.,  in  the  form 
provided  by  him,  showing  particulars  of  all  steel  manufactured  and  delivered. 

No  special  form  of  certificate  to  accompany  an  order  is  requlre<],  but  the 
following  particulars  must  accompany  all  orders:  Government  contract  refer- 
ence and  number,  with  purpose,  or  Ministry  of  Munitions  permit  reference  ami 
number,  with  priority  classification  and  purpose  and  n  declaration  that  the 
wliole  of  the  material  specified  is  required  for  the  purpose  covered  by  tlie  refer- 
ences and  classification. 

For  tlie  purpose  of  this  order  the  term  "  manufacture  "  shall  Include  casting, 
rolling,  or  rerolliiig,  forging,  and  pressing,  and  the  term  "  steel "  shall  include 
all  forms  of  oiKjn-hearth  or  Bessemer  steel  made  In  this  country  or  Imported, 
whether  new,  second  hand,  defective,  or  scrap  for  reroliing. 


Architectural  Competition  for  Australian  Parliament  House. 

Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain  reports  from  Sydnej',  Australia, 
that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Walter  Burley  Griffin, 
Esq.,  federal  capital  director  of  design  and  construction,  to  the  effect 
.  that  the  architectural  competition  in  connection  with  designs  for  the 
Federal  Parliament  House,  at  the  new  capital  city  of  Canberra,  has 
been  extended  from  January  31  to  April  30,  1917.  [Reference  tc 
this  project  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  20.] 


Proposed  Lace  Factory  in  Arg^entina. 

In  Salta,  the  northernmost  Province  of  Argentina,  a  native  plant, 
known  as  "guato,"  is  said  to  furnish  a  fiber  well  adapted  to  the 
manufacture  of  lace.  The  River  Plate  Review  sa}\s  that  a  North 
American  company  has  applied  to  the  Government  of  Salta  for  cer- 
tain facilities  for  the  installation  of  a  lace  factory  in  the  city  of 
Salta,  the  factory  to  use  the  guato  as  raw  material. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBITMENT  StJPFIIES  USD  COHSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  ofSces  named,  and  spedficstlona  can  nsiuUy 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  ar^  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  ca!;cs  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  sabmit  tender*,  tney 
should  ask  to  he  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  (or 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Boats,  No.  3895. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  ligbtlionse  Inspector, 
Boston,  Mass.,  UDtil  January  2,  1917,  for  building  and  delivering  one  sail- 
boat and  one  motor  boat  for  Light  Vessel  No.  99.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  above-named  office. 

Telephone  cable.  No.  3896. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  January  15, 
1917,  for  a  telephone  cable  connection  between  the  Pacific  Coast  Torpedo 
Station,  Keyport,  Wash.,  and  the  Puget  Sound  Navy  Yard ;  also  an  electric- 
I)ower  transmission  line  from  the  Olympic  Power  Co.'s  pole  line  to  the 
radio  building  at  the  above-named  torpedo  station.  Plans  and  siiecificatlona 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to 
the  comiuaudunt  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Sea  wall  repair.  No.  3897. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  room  802,  Army  Building,  39  WhiteliaU  Street,  New 
Yorlf,  N.  Y.,  until  December  28,  1916,  for  construction  of  timber  groins  and 
repair  of  sea  wall  near  southern  boundary  of  Sandy  Hook  Reservation, 
N.  J.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Condemned  property.  No.  3898. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house Inspector,  Key  West,  Fla.,  until  January  25,  1917,  for  sale,  by  the 
Lighthouse  Service,  of  condemned  property  consisting  of  1,203  pounds  of 
scrap  brass,  10  pounds  of  copper,  and  1,875  pounds  of  old  manlla  rope. 
There  is  also  other  condemned  property  consisting  of  old  Iron  cltaln.s,  etc., 
to  be  sold  at  public  auction.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  above-named  office. 

Steamer  repairs.  No.  3899. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  202  Burke 
Building,  Seattle,  Wash.,  until  December  23,  1916,  for  repairs  to  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamers  Patterson  and  Explorer.  Forms 
of  proiKisals  and  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  vessels  at  202  Burke  BuUdlug,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Storehouses,  No.  3900. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  January  15,  1917, 
for  two  soda  storehouses  and  four  cotton  storehouses  having  concrete 
floors  and  foundations,  steel  framing,  and  corrugated  galvanized  sheet 
steel  roofs  and  sides,  at  the  Naval  Proving  Ground,  Indian  Hea<l,  Md. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington,  D.  C. 

tiedical  supplies,  No.  3901. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  untU 
Decemljer  22,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "D," 
Transport  Dock,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  white  duck  operating 
coats,  fluid  extract  of  Ipecac,  irrigator,  hypodermic  tablets,  vaccine,  po- 
tassium dichromate  tablets,  green  soap,  sonolin,  etc.  Further  information 
may  be  had  ou  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Docking  vessel,  No.  3902. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse 
Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  until  January  5,  1917,  for  docking,  cleaning, 
painting,  and  repairing  Columbia  River  Light  Vessel  No.  88,  Further  in- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Drydock  construction.  No.  3903. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bn- 
reau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  ontU 
January  29,  1917,  for  a  concrete  dry  dock  at  the  Navy  Yard,  PhlladdpUa, 
Pa.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  BnrMo 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 
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Steel,  iron,  and  bras»  toork,  Vo.  3904. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  January  19,  1917,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at 
the  penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  reinforcing  material  and  structural  and 
miscellaneous  steel,  iron,  and  brass  work  for  cell  blocks  in  the  east  main 
cell  wing,  In  accordance  with  the  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


AUEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


Albert  .Talbot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

Bucklin,  Georeo  A 

Cbamberlln,  George  E. 

Delchman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

EOfier,  George  Eugene. 
Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

JeD Vins,  Douglas ...'... 

Latham,  CharlM  L 

Ustoe,  Soren 

8auer,.EmU 

Smith,  James  A 

Taggart,  G.  Russell.... 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Wfllrich,  Gebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany. . 
lA  Oualra,  Venezuela 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 


Santos,  Brazil. 
St.     Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Germany. . 
Corhito,  Nicaragua. . 


Dec.  25 

Feb.  10 

Jan.  1.3 

Dec.  23 


New 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan. 
Dec. 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 

Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

St.  Pierre,  Uiquelon . 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
...do 


Feb.  1 
Jan.  15 
Dec.  20 

Dec.  25 

...do 

Dec.  31 


Department  ol  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Da 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Depiartment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Ollioe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Buildhig,  Chicago,  111. 
129  Mab  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Mendota,  Washmgton,  D;  a 
"Islington,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

County,  Vo. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
1104  Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D,  C. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


Argentine  Ships  Transferred  to  Umguay. 

Sixty-two  ships  of  between  50  and  1,000  tons  have  transferred 
from  the  Argentine  flag  to  the  Uruguayan  during  the  present  year, 
according  to  a  note  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  River  Plate  Keview. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAIT  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEBCE. 


DISTRICT  OFFICES. 

NEW  TOBE:  Room  400,  Cutomhoate. 

BOSTON:  1801  dutonhonse. 

CHIUeO:  501  Federal  Balldlng. 

8T.  LOUIS:  40S  Third  National  Bank  Bnlldlag. 

ATUNTA:  S21  Port  Office  Bnlldlng. 

MEW  ORLEANS:  1020  Hlbernla  Bank  Balldlng. 

BAN  FRANCISCO:  807  Cutomhottie. 

SEllTLE:  848  Hearr  Bnlldlag. 


COOPKRATITE  OFFICES. 

CLSTELAND:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
aSCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  B>.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHIA :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  SoaU  American  Agent,  Sonth- 

em  Bjr.  Co. 
PORTLAND,  OREO.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON:  Greater  Dajtoa  Anoclatlon. 
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COMMEBCE  REPOKTS. 


FOEEIGN  TKADE  OPPOETtTJITlES, 


Reserved  addresses  may  lie  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  ^"^  Its  district  offices.  K«^«c»t 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  omorivBttr  Baaiber. 
The  Bureau  do<>8  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 


of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Uymbols : 
•  Reported  by  Amerlran  consular  officers ;  t  Heported  by  commercial  attaches  tsd 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau, 


Agency llSiilO 

Krald,  cotton 2:!2U« 

Krass  in  sheets :>:I289 

rorks 2:ta97 

I'otfon   piece  goods 2-'1288 

<.'ui)s,  aluminum 2."{2!I0 

ICugtnes,  crude  oil  and  kerosene 23203 

Cloves 23297 

tjiassware 23290 

Handkerchiefs 23296 

Hosiery ^ 23206 

Iron  in  sheets 23280 

Jewelry 23296 

Knives 2329T 

Lace 232»ii 

leather  goods 23297 

Hardware 23288 


Machinery,  artificial  leather  making-  232M 

Machinery,  dairy 23393 

Machinery,  farm . 23283 

Machinery,  paper  making 23295 

Novelties 23288,  23294, 2329* 

Optical  goods 2329? 

I'ens 23297 

rerfumery 23296 

Itlbbons 23S96 

Shoes 23292 

Stationery 23288, 23S9S 

SUves 22391 

Tin  In  sheets 23S8» 

Toilet   articles 23IK 

Tools ^m 

Watches 2SS97 


23288.t — A  Bolivian  merchant,  who  Is  now  In  the  United  States,  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods,  white  and  gray  slilrt- 
iiigs,  novelties,  tools  and  hardware,  and  school  stationery  in  South  aud 
Central  America.    CorresiJondence  In  English.    Reference. 

23289.* — A  man  In  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  polished  and  unpolished  brass, 
tin,  and  iron  in  sheets.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  £.  destination. 
Cash  will  be  paid.    Correspondence  in  SiMiiiish.    Reference. 

23290. t — ^A  firm  In  Norway,  with  branch  offices  In  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  the  United  States,  would  like  to  form  commercial. relations  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  who  desire  to  extend  their  business  in  the  countries 
named.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  upplication  to  the  iinn''s  New 
York  office. 

23291.t — ^A  firm  in  Spain  wishes  to  be  placed  lu  communication  with  Amerioui 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  oak  staves.    Quotations  are  desired. 

23292.* — ^A  man  In  Switzerland  would  like  to  represent  American  nuinnfic- 
turers  of  shoes.    Correspondence  in  French  or  German.    References. 

23293.t — An  Argentina  business  man  is  exi)ected  to  arrive  In  the  United  States 
about  the  Ist  of  January  for  the  purpose  of  forming  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturei-s  and  exporters  of  farm  implements  atul 
macliinery,  tractors,  crude  oil  and  kerosene  engines,  dairy  machinery,  etc. 

23294.* — A  man  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  pins,  safety  pins,  hair  pins,  but- 
tons, hooks  and  eyes,  buttonhooks,  brooches,  and  thimbles  of  aluminum, 
copper,  brass,  Iron,  bone,  or  Ivory.  Catalogues,  samples,  and  price  lists 
are  desired.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Cash  will  be 
paid.    CorresiKindence  in  SiMinish.    Reference. 

23293.* — A  firm  In  Brazil  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  cardboard  ami  other  puper-inaking  machlnoi-y  and  ma- 
chinery for  making  artificial  leather.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  de- 
sired. Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  in 
Portuguese.     Reference. 

23296.* — \  firm  in  Brazil  is  In  the  market  for  perfumery,  combs,  halrphis, 
toilet  articles,  jewelry,  novelties,  hosiery,  stationery,  cotton  and  silk  laces, 
and  silk  ribbons,  handkerchiefs,  cotton  braid,  glassware,  and  alumluum 
cups.    Correspondence  in  Portuguese.    Reference. 

23297. t — ^A  man  in  Siberia  would  like  to  obtain  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  corks, 
penknives,  leather  goods,  iieus,  watches,  kid  gloves,  and  optical  and  opera 
glasses.    A  cash  guaranty  is  offered.    Correspondence  in  English. 
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GBOWTH  OF  COTTON  KMT  GOODS  INDVSTBY  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Nov.  11.] 

The  firm  of  G.  Corradi  &  Cia.,  of  Santiago,  in  a  letter  dated  August 
25,  191C,  addressed  to  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril,  discusses  at 
some  length  the  eifect  of  the  Eui-opean  war  on  the  Chilean  imports 
of  cotton  socks,  stockings,  drawers,  and  sliirts.  It  gives  the  collective 
imports  of  these  articles  into  Chile  for  the  past  five  years,  as  follows : 
Nineteen  hundred  and  eleven,  $986,288  (United  States  currency) ; 
1912,  $965,837;  1913,  $769,048;  1914,  $557,227;  and  1915,  $211,913. 

The  production  of  its  own  factory  in  1915  is  given  as  follows: 
Shirts,  27,000  dozen;  drawers.  4,500  dozen;  stockings,  62,500  dozen; 
socks,  135,200  dozen;  miscellaneous,  1,000  dozen;  with  a  gross  value 
of  $2,500,000  Chilean  paper  pesos  (equal  at  9  pence  to  about  $450,000 
United  States  currency). 

The  production  of  the  Corradi  factory  from  January  to  July, 
1916,  was:  Shirts,  21,500  dozen;  drawers,  5,600  dozen ;  stockings, 
28,700  dozen ;  socks,  86,700  dozen ;  and  miscellaneous,  400  dozen.  The 
value  of  its  product  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  is  stated  as 
$2,000,000  Chilean  paper  pesos  (equal  at  10  pence  to  about  $400,000 
United  States  currency).  It  states  tliat  its  factory  is  employing 
about  500  workers. 

The  letter  adds  that  there  is  another  important  factory  in  this 
line  in  Chile — the  Fabrica  Victoria  de  Puente  Alto — and  several 
smaller  establishments. 


PBINCE  EXTPEBT  DBY  DOCK  IN  OFEBATION. 

[Consul  George  M.  Uanson,  Prince  Rupert,  Canada,  Dec.  6.) 

The  dry  dock  at  Prince  Rupert,  part  of  the  equipment  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  system,  and  completed  under  the  supervision 
of  American  engineers  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,000,  has  been  in  use  for 
the  past  si.\  wee^  The  first  big  ship  to  test  the  capacity  of  the  dry 
dock  was  the  16,000-ton  transport  Orbita,  built  for  the  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Co.  The  second  ship  to  use  the  dry  dock  was  the 
Otranto,  formerly  of  the  Orient  Line. 
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VISIT  TO  BUSSIA  OF  CHAHBE&  OF  COKKEBCE  BELSeATE. 

It  is  announced  by  the  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce 

in  New  York  that  its  executive  secretary,  E.  C.  Porter,  will  sail  for 
Bussia  early  in  January.  Mr.  Porter  will  confer  upon  important 
matters  relating  to  Kussian-American  trade  with  the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Moscow.  He  will  remain  in 
Russia  about  two  months,  visiting  the  important  industrial  centers, 
such  as  Petrograd,  Moscow,  Kief,  Kharkor,  Odessa,  and  Tiflis. 

Among  the  matters  that  will  be  taken  up  in  cooperation  with  the 
Russian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce  m  Moscow  are  the  follow- 
ing: (1)  The  possible  removal  of  some  of  the  present  restrictions  on 
the  exportation  of  Russian  raw  materials  to  the  United  States;  (2) 
the  possibility  of  devising  a  plan  whereby  a  certain  amount  of  pri- 
vate freight  can  be  moved  forward  into  the  Russian  market  even 
under  the  present  restrictions;  (3)  the  inauguration  of  a  permanent 
exhibition  of  American  manufactured  goods  in  Moscow  (the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  already  taken  this  matter  up 
with  Russian  business  interests  and  with  the  Russian  Government) ; 
(4)  the  consideration  of  preliminary  plans  for  sending  Russian  trade 
commissioners  to  the  United  States  and  American  trade  commission- 
ers to  Russia. 

FLOODS  ON  THE  MAGDALENA  AUD  CAUCA  BIVEBS. 

[Consnl  Claude  E.  Guyant,  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  Not.  28.] 

The  imusuaUy  heavy  rains  at  the  end  of  the  Colombian  rainy  sea- 
son created  flood  conditions  in  the  valleys  of  the  Magdalena  and 
Cauca  Rivers  which  have  not  been  equalled  in  many  years.  The 
cities  of  Magangue  and  Calamar  (13,000  and  6,000  population,  re- 
spectively) have  been  under  six  or  more  feet  of  water,  and  many 
small  villages  were  inundated.  It  is  reported  that  many  lives  were 
lost  by  drowning  and  starvation,  but  the  interruption  of  facilities  for 
communication  prevented  confirmation  of  this  report.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  loss  of  domestic  animals,  especially  cattle,  has  been 
large. 

The  river-transportation  companies  placed  their  steamboats  at  the 
service  of  the  refugees,  and  food  and  clothing  were  purchased  with 
funds  obtained  by  popular  subscriptions  and  sent  to  the  inundated 
districts. 

The  dry  season  commenced  suddenly,  and  the  high  waters  began  to 
subside  slowly. 

OIL  DRILLING  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

[Commercial  Agent  J.  V.  Boomer,  Manila,  Nov.  2.] 

The  director  of  public  works  has  recently  made  an  inspection  of 
the  oil  fields  on  what  is  Icnown  as  the  Bundo  Peninsula,  in  Tayabas, 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  most  feasible  way  to  get  drilling 
machinery  and  other  apparatus  to  the  fields.  Bte  reports  that  a 
way  has  been  found,  and  that  the  bureau  is  prepared  to  undertake 
drilling  operations  in  that  region  on  brief  notice.  The  inspection 
was  niade  pursuant  to  a  project  now  in  the  Philippine  Congress  to 
make  careful  surveys  of  the  oil  and  mineral  fields  of  the  islands,  with 
a  view  to  conserving  them  to  the  Government. 
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CHANGES  IN  PHILIFPINE  TBADE  FOB  SEPTEHBES. 
[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Nor.  1.] 

The  imports  into  the  Philippine  Islands  for  September,  1916,  were 
less  bv  $1,833,572  than  for  the  same  month  in  1J)15,  but  the  exports 
exceetled  in  value  tliose  of  September,  1915,  by  $2,952,239.  This 
made  the  total  September,  191G,  trade  greater  by'$l,118,GC7  than  for 
the  same  period  in  1915.  The  general  trend  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Philippines  for  the  current  year  has  been  toward  a  steady  increase 
in  exports  and  a  decline  in  imports. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $17,605  in  the  imports  of  rice,  the  staple 
food  for  the  islands.  This  is  accoimted  for  partly  by  better  crops 
and  to  some  extent  by  the  substitution  of  other  foods  for  rice,  such 
as  locally  ^own  corn.  Another  foodstuff  that  showed  even  a 
greater  dechne  for  the  month  was  wheat  flour,  from  $194,512  in 
1915  to  $17,337  in  1916.  The  periods  of  time  compared  are  too  short 
to  indicate  whether  the  discrepancy  is  more  than  the  result  of  the 
accident  of  the  arrival  of  cargoes.  It  is  probably  accoimted  for 
chiefly  in  this  way,  as  a  reference  to  the -figures  for  August,  1915, 
and  those  for  August,  1916,  shows  that  the  imports  of  flour  for  the 
former  month  were  less  in  value  than  those  for  the  latter  month  by 
a  considerable  margin. 

For  a  series  of  months,  however,  the  decline  of  imports  for  1916 
is  accounted  for  in  those  other  than  foodstuffs  for  tne  most  part. 
Thus  in  the  case  of  cotton  and  manufactures  the  imports  for  Sep- 
tember, 1916,  ($736,184)  were  less  than  half  those  for  the  same 
month  of  1915  ($1,654,332) ;  and  the  imports  of  the  same  commodity 
for  August,  1916,  were  less  by  a  substantial  margin  than  those  for 
August,  1915.  So,  also,  with  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  of  same. 
The  imports  of  this  commodity  for  September,  1916  ($363,976),  were 
little  more  than  half  what  they  were  for  September,  1915  ($559,805), 
and  a  reference  to  the  figures  for  August  discloses  the  same  propor- 
tion of  decline. 

A  slight  increase  is  noted  in  the  imports  of  automobiles  and  parts 
for  September,  1916,  as  compared  with  the  same  month  of  1915.  The 
figures  are:  September,  1915,  $62,114;  1916,  $92,408. 

In  the  export  trade  for  the  month  the  hemp  shipments  account  for 
nearly  $800,000  of  the  gain  compared  with  1915.  The  exports  of 
hemp  were  valued  at  $1,906,084,  against  $1,173,353  in  September, 
1915.  The  gain  in  coconut  oil  was  nearly  fivefold,  that  of  copra 
nearly  100  per  cent,  and  that  of  sugar  about  80  per  cent.  The  exports 
of  brown  sugar  were  valued  at  $1,868,161,  compared  with  $1,033,056 
for  September,  1915. 

New  Brunswick  Town  Installs  a  Diesel  Engine. 

Consul  E.  Verne  Eichardson  reports  from  Moncton,  New  Bruns- 
wick, that  the  town  of  Chatham,  one  of  the  busiest  of  the  lumber- 
shipping  points  in  the  Province,  is  installing  a  200-hoi'sepower  semi- 
Diesel  oil-burning  engine  to  provide  power  for  the  new  municipal 
electric  lighting  station,  built  to  replace  one  destroyed  by  fire  earlier 
in  the  year.  Light  from  the  new  system  is  expected  to  be  available 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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FIELD  FOE  ^tECTBIC  VEHICLES  TM  COSTA  MCA. 

[Ttce  Consul  tllrsses  S.  FItspattick,  San  3oa6,  Not.  28.1 

An  import  company  of  this  city  has  awarded  a  contract  for  the 
installation  of  a  motor-generator  set  for  charging  storage  batteries. 
Electricity  for  this  purpose  is  obtainable  at  a  low  cost  by  means  of 
modem  hydroelectric  plants.  Cheap  operation  of  electric  vehicles  is 
especially  significant,  when  it  is  considered  that  gasoline  sells  for 
about  45  cents  United  States  currency  a  gallon  in  ban  Jos6. 

No  electric  passenger  vehicles  have  been  used  in  Costa  Rica,  as 
heretofore  no  firm  has  been  prepared  to  charge  batteries.  No  official 
statistics  are  available,  but  a  fair  estimate  of  the  number  of  motor 
vehicles  in  the  entire  country  gives  70  automobiles  and  15  motor 
trucks.  The  most  popular  cars  are  those  costing  $1,000  to  $1,800 
f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Only  a  few  miles  of  road  are  now  fit  for  this  kind  of  transportation 
and  the  market  seems  limited,  but  the  Government  is  building  roads 
and  has  purchased  more  road-building  machinery  with  the  intention 
of  greater  activity  in  this  direction.  A  road  connecting  San  Jose 
and  Heredia  is  now  under  way  and  will  be  finished  this  dry  season. 
Heredia  is  about  7  miles  west  of  San  Jos^. 

ICarket  Expected  to  Grow  Sapidly. 

The  market  for  electric  vehicles  will  increase  rapidly  when  Costa 
Eica  builds  better  roads.  Many  persons  here  are  able  to  buy  electric 
vehicles  and  probably  would  buy  if  the  roads  were  better.  The 
average  mileage  obtainable  from  one  battery  charge  ^r  day  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  ordinary  haulage  or  dehvery  service  m  Costa  Kica. 
The  electric  passenger  vehicle  with  modern  batteries  having  a  ca- 
pacity up  to  140  miles  on  a  single  charge  and  a  speed  up  to  35  miles 
an  hour  would  be  especially  suited  to  this  country,  where  the  prin- 
cipal cities  are  closely  grouped  on  the  high  table-land. 

Costa  Iticii  is  principally  an  agricultural  and  mining  coimtry. 
Motor  trucks  are  now  used  by  the  Government  and  a  few  of  the 
largest  importing  houses.  Most  of  the  heavy  traffic  is  moved  in 
oxcarts  and  small  one-horse  carts.  The  cost  of  keeping  horses  or 
mules  is^  very  high,  and  for  that  reason  most  of  the  heavy  traffic  is 
moved  by  oxcarts. 

[Tlie  name  and  address  of  the  firm  tlint  has  Installed  the  motor-generator  set 
may  be  obtained  from  tlio  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  dis- 
trict or  cooiierative  oflicos.    Itefer  to  lile  No.  82834.] 


BTJLGABIAN  CROP  CO]!n)ITIONS. 

I  Consul  I.ouls  G.  Orpyfus,  Jr.,  Sofia,  Oct.  18.] 

Tlie  iiiontlily  bulletin  of  the  Central  Meteorological  Station,  re- 
viewing tlic  condition  of  the  Bulgarian  crops  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber, stated  that  the  corn  had  considerably  improved  in  many  places 
and  the  output  is  estimated  as  an  average  crop.  The  favorable 
weatlier  had  a  good  effect  on  the  potatoes  and  the  crop  as  a  whole 
was  considered  satisfactory.  The  rice  crop  in  general  was  very  good 
and  a  yield  of  about  2.230  pounds  per  acre  was  expected  in  the 
Kotchani  district.  This  years  vintage  will  be  more  abundant  tlian 
last  year's,  and  the  harvest  began  a  week  earlier  than  usual. 
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JAPANESE  AND  AMEBICAN  ENITTINO  YABNS  IN  HONaSONG. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Oct.  26.] 

The  cutting  into  the  American  trade  in  knitting  yams  by  Japanese 
low-count  yarns  that  was  forecast  in  a  report  fi-oni  the  Hongkong 
consuhite  general  published  in  Commerce  Keports  for  May  29,  1915 
(which  also  described  the  trade  in  some  detail),  has  occurred;  and 
while  the  import  of  knitting  yarn  into  Hongkong  on  the  whole  has 
increased  very  greatly,  the  proportion  of  yarns  supplied  by  the 
United  States  is  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole.  The  most 
reliable  estimates  obtainable  indicate  that  the  total  vahie  of  knitting 
yams  now  coming  into  this  ma»-ket  is  about  $600,000  gold  per  year, 
and  of  this  total  the  United  States  is  not  furnishing  niucli  if  any 
more  than  $200,000  in  value. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  total  amount  imported  from  the  United 
States  is  used  by  one  factory.  The  remainder  is  divided  among  the 
other  factories,  which  use  it  in  the  proportion  of  about  one-fifth  Ameri- 
can to  four-fifths  cheap  Japanese  yam.  As  indicated  in  the  earlier 
report  alluded  to,  the  goods  manufactured  from  Japanese  yarns  are 
not  so  satisfactory  in  looks,  wearing  quality,  or  retention  of  shape 
as  are  those  made  from  American  yam;  but  they  serve  the  purpose 
of  a  very  cheap  market,  and  the  great  increase  in  the  use  of  such 
goods  in  Hongkong  during  the  past  year  has  been  almost  altogether 
in  the  lower  and  cheaper  grades. 

The  matter  of  the  comparative  cost  of  Japanese  and  American 
yarn  is  of  special  importance  to  the  factories  exporting  their  goods  to 
the  Philippines,  where  a  goodly  share  of  the  product  of  all  the  fac- 
tories now  goes.  In  a  general  way,  the  articles  made  from  Amer- 
ican yarn  are  of  better  grade  and  they  appeal  to  a  better  class  of 
trade ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  competition  between  the  factories  is 
very  Keen,  and  the  mills  using  American  yarn  are  at  a  disadvantage 
even  though  they  use  American  yarn  for  goods  sold  in  American 
territory.  The  use  of  Japanese  yam  is  altogether  a  matter  of  price ; 
for  while  Japanese  yam  manufacturers  have  a  more  effective  sales 
system,  American  yam  is  much  preferred  by  all  factories  if  it  can 
be  had  at  not  too  great  a  margin  of  increased  cost  over  the  Japanese 
product. 

NEW  BECOBD  ESTABLISHED  FOB  LAKE  TBOUT. 

The  take  of  eggs  of  the  lake  trout  during  this  season  is  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  The  lake 
trout  is  the  most  valuable  food  fish  of  the  entire  (ireat  I-rakes  Basin 
and  supports  a  commercial  fisliery  from  Minnesota  to  New  York. 
Egg  collections  at  all  the  stations  establish  new  records  and  total 
more  than  107,000,000,  exceeding  by  30  per  cent  the  best  previous 
record. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  work  falls  on  the  Northville  (Mich.)  hatch- 
ery and  its  auxiliaries,  to  which  82,000,000  eggs  are  to  be  credited, 
mostly  from  Lake  Michigan.  The  Duluth  hatchery  reports  a  highly 
creditable  season,  and  the  egg  take  at  the  Cape  Vincent  (N.  Y.) 
hatchery,  while  comparatively  small,  is  significant  as  indicating  the 
reestablishment  of  the  lake  trout  in  Lake  Ontario. 
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MAHTJPACTUBE  OF  CHALK  Dl  OEBMAIT. 

[Vice  Concnl  Fnaeia  S.  Stewart,  Hamburg,  Not.  2.] 

Calcium  carbonate,  CaCO,,  is  found  in  a  natural  state  in  the 
form  of  marble,  chalk,  and  limestone,  and  is  artificially  obtained  by 
precipitating  calcium-salt  soluticms  by  means  of  carbon  dioxide  or 
carbonates. 

In  the  manufacture  of  chalk  it  is  important  to  produce  a  light- 
weight material.  It  is  believed  that  the  German  manufacturers 
have  been  most  successful  in  this  respect  and  have  produced  an 
article  50  per  cent  lighter  than  the  others.  It  is  also  important  to 
eliminate  all  trace  of  metal.  In  the  process  100  parts  of  the  raw 
material  are  dissolved  in  300  parts  of  hydrochloric  acid  (25  per 
cent)  and  300  parts  of  water.  Impurities  such  as  chloride  of  cal- 
cium, ferro-chloride,  and  magnesium  chloride,  contained  in  this 
solution,  are  removed  by  adding  a  thin  mixture  of  chloride  of  lime 
and  water  to  the  hydrochloric  liquid  until  the  odor  of  the  chlorine 
can  be  noticed.  After  the  composition  has  been  under  the  influence 
of  the  chlorine  for  several  hours  double  the  quantity  of  water  is 
added  and  the  mass  is  heated  and  stirred,  milk  of  lime  being  poured 
in  until  a  thorough  alkaline  reaction  is  obtained.  The  combinations 
of  iron  and  manganese  are  precipitated  completely  as  well  as  the 
larger  portion  of  the  magnesium  chloride.  A  small  quantity  of  the 
liquid  should  be  filtered  to  see  if  it  is  entirely  free  of  iron. 

SettUnt:  Completed  Before  Solution  is  Filtered. 

The  iron  and  manganese  having  been  precipitated  and  removed, 
some  hours  should  elapse  in  which  to  complete  the  settling  before 
the  solution  is  filtered  and  the  specific  weight  and  content  of  calcium 
chloride  (CaClj)  ascertained.  The  specific  weight  and  the  quantity 
of  calcium  chloride  contained  in  the  solution  show  the  amount 
of  carbonate  of  natrium  (sodium)  to  be  added.  For  100  parts  of 
dissolved  calcium  chloride  (CaCIj)  about  260  parts  of  crj'stalli/^d 
carbonate  of  natrium  are  used. 

A  small  quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid  is  then  added  and  the 
mixture  heated  to  GO  or  70  degrees  Centigrade.  At  last  it  is  pre- 
cipitated while  stirred  with  a  filtered  solution  of  about  300  parts 
of  crystallized  carbonate  of  natriiun  in  three  or  four  times  the  quan- 
tity of  water.  Tlie  liquid  must  show  an  alkaline  reaction  when  (lie 
precipitation  is  completed. 

After  several  hours  the  product  is  washed,  filtered,  and  then 
drained,  dried,  and  pulverized.  Some  influence  is  exercised  by  the 
temperature  during  precipitation.  At  an  ordinary  temperature 
calcium  carbonate  is  precipitated  in  an  amorphous  voluminous  form, 
which  is  diflicult  to  wash  and  which  becomes  solid  after  a  time.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  calcium  carbonate  is  immediately  precipitated  in 
a  crystallized  state  when  the  solution  is  brought  to  the  boiling  point. 

Prices  Steadily  Increasing — ^Imports  and  Exports. 

Prices  arc  steadily  increasing,  and  at  present  aire  35  to  36  marks 
per  100  kilos  ($8.33' to  $8.57  per  220  pounds),  compared  with  22.75 
to  23.25  marks  ($5.42  to  $5.53)  in  1911  for  the  same  quantity. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  exact  quantity  of  this  chalk  that  is 
manufactured  in  Germany,  as  the  official  statistics  include  it  with 
white  chalk  and  finely  powdered  chalk  in  any  form.    However,  it 
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is  said  that  whereas  the  figures  given  for  imports  include  several 
forms  of  chalk,  those  for  exports  include  principally  precipitated 
chalk. 

The  import  and  ex})ort  figures  for  1912,  1913,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  are  the  latest  obtainable.  These,  Avith  values  given 
in  marks  of  $0.2382  each,  are : 


Totals  and  flguros  by  counlricj. 


IHPOBT*. 

Total  qtmntitjr torn. . 

Total  value marhs. . 

Belgium tons.. 

France do 

Sweden do 

EXFOBTS. 

Total  quantity tons. . 

Total  value marks. . 

Aostria-Hungary tons. . 

Bnssia do 

Chile. do.... 


1912 


39.111 

i.iu.ow 

10, 668. 4 
17.421.2 
7,723.6 


10.070.7 
462.000 
4,794 
990.4 


1913 


35,4S9.5 
1,046,000 
11,643.1 
14,470.7 
6,672 


12,228.7 
5S9,000 
6,539.6 
740.9 


Six  montbs 
of  1914. 


16, £86. 6 
483,000 
6,038.1 
4,965.1 
4,429.5 


5,799.6 
256,000 

3,007.1 
479.1 
299.8 


[A  list  of  innnufncturer.s  of  precipitated  elialk  in  Oerinauy  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nn<l  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooper- 
ative offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82487.] 


RAILWAY  HATEBIAL  FOB  BBITISH  WEST  DmiES. 

I  Weekly  Bnlletln,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Dec.  11.] 

The  Canadian  trade  commissioner  in  Bridgetown,  Barbados,  re- 
ports that  the  Barbados  Light  Railway  was  clcsed  to  traffic  on 
June  28  last,  following  an  adverse  report  by  the  Government  engi- 
neer as  to  its  condition.  The  report  showed  that  the  road  required 
the  following  new  material,  and,  as  this  can  not  be  obtained  at  pres- 
ent in  Europe,  an  American  company  that  would  probably  Ixave  the 
material  in  stock  was  i-ecommended.  The  new  material  required  is  as 
follows :  One  hundred  and  eighty  tons  of  flat-bottom  rail,  4  tons  of 
angle  fish-plates,  18J  hundredweight  (of  112  pounds)  of  fish  bolts 
and  nuts,  3  tons  of  dog  spikes,  28.000  greenheart  sleepers.  The  type 
of  rail  is  known  in  the  railway  office  as  Carnegie  section,  45  pounds 
to  the  yard. 

The  repairs  to  the  road  will  probably  be  undertaken  at  an  early 
date,  cither  by  the  railway  company  or  by  the  (lovemment,  which 
may  hereafter  operate  the  road  in  the  interest  of  the  colon j'. 


AlIEBICAN  SCHOLABSHIPS  FOB  TTJBEISH  STUDENTS. 

[Consul  General  G.  Ble  Ravudal,  Constantinople,  Turkey,  Nor.  3.] 

It  has  become  a  popular  practice  on  the  part  of  German  munici- 
palities to  appropriate  fimds  for  the  maintenance  of  one  or  more 
Turkish  students  for  a  given  number  of  years  at  sMne  German 
institution  of  higher  education.  These  scholarsliips  voted  by  city 
councils  in  Germany  to  Turkish  students  already  number  several 
hundreds,  but  up  to  now  the  commission  (Stipendienau&schusz) 
sitting  in  Constantinople  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  suitable  can- 
didates has  accepted  but  226  applications. 

It  is  suggested  that  chambers  of  commerce  in  America  consider 
the  advisability  of  voting  stipends  for  similar  purposes. 
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CHINESE  RAUWAT  DEVELOPS  HAYIGAIIOH  DTtEKKRCS. 

[TranRlation  from  TTarblnsky  Vcstnlk,  official  newspaper  of  Chinese  Eastern  BaUway  In 
North  Manohui-i:-,  forwarded  by  Consul  C.  K.  Moser,  Harbin,  China,  Not.  9.] 

During  the  current  year  the  Amur  shipowners  have  organized  an 
association  called  the  Amur  Fleet  and  have  monopolized  almost  all 
the  steamer  transportation  on  the  Amur  and  Simgari  Rivers.  The 
Department  of  Steamships  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Kailway  leased  to 
the  Amur  Fleet  two  of  its  steamers,  the  Fifth  and  the  Twelfth,  and 
eight  barges  for  the  navigation  season.  The  department  also  under- 
took the  transportation  of  the  Amur  Fleet's  freights  on  the  Sungari 
and  Amur  Rivers  on  its  own  ships  and  barges.  Such  cargoes  trans- 
ported during  the  navigating  season  amounted  to  100,000  poods  (pood 
=36.1128  pounds)  to  Slagovestchensk,  150,000  poods  to  Habarovsk, 
and  50,000  poods  to  Iman.    There  are  still  100,000  poods  to  be  trans- 

Sorted  to  Habarovsk.    There  were  165,000  poods  of  freight  carried  to 
"lagovestchensk,  Ushakovo,  and  Ignasheno  for  other  .shippers,  in 
three  trips.  ' 

Work  Under  TTafavorable  Conditions. 

The  department  works  intensively,  navigating  all  the  arin>  open 
for  navi^tion  and  using  all  the  ships  and  barges  available.  The 
work  during  this  autumn  was  done  under  very  unfavorable  condi- 
tions because  of  shallow  water  at  the  bars.  For  instance,  it  is  re- 
ported by  thfe  Chinese  Customs  that  at  Sansing  Bar  the  water  has 
fallen  to  3  feet,  which  has  caused  the  delay  of  shipments  and  extra 
expenses  for  reloading.  On  accoimt  of  the  shallow  water  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ship  goods  in  a  large  number  of  barges  only  half-loaded.  The 
steamer  Fourth,  which  left  for  Habarovsk  on  September  7,  was 
forced  to  pull  five  barges  carrying  only  20,000  poods  each.  At  San- 
sing the  cargoes  were  reloaded  into  three  barges,  with  which  the 
steamer  went  to  Habarovsk.  The  cost  of  taking  these  extra  bai-ges 
to  Sansing  and  back  must  be  added  to  the  extra  charges.  The  reason 
for  the  present  condition  is  the  low  water  in  the  Nonni  River,  the 
main  tributary  of  the  Sungari,  which  furnishes  most  of  the  Sungari 
water.    The  spring  and  summer  water  levels  were  favorable. 

Exclusive  of  the  cargoes  mentioned,  the  fleet  carried  more  than 
;5,00(),0()()  poods  of  export  fieight  for  shipments  from  Harbin  to 
P^gcisheld.  Tiie  decreat'e  of  such  freights  (against  5,500,000  last 
yeai)  v.as  due  to  last  year's  croji  failure  of  beans.  The  ships  also  car- 
ried local  freights  of  lumber,  wheat,  salt;  in  all,  up  to  August  1  more 
ilian  l,ri(JO,000  poods  have  been  carried.  The  transportation  of  beans 
(his  year  ended  August  1. 

Passenger  TrafQc  and  Income. 

The  passenger  traflic  on  the  arm  Kirin-Ivoshagou  amounted  to 
.s,972  passengeiy,  and  on  the  Petune-Fugdin  9,602  passengers. 

The  total  gross  income  up  to  August  1  was  235,931  rubles 
($121,504),  with  161,285  rubles  ($83,062)  expenses  for  repairs,  eta 
The  net  profit,  cxchuling  the  cost  of  repairs,  upkeep,  etc.,  was  74,646 
rubles  ($38,443). 

The  ships  of  the  department  during  this  year  showed  an  excep- 
tional mobility,  going  on  the  Amur  as  far  as  Khabarovsk,  Blago- 
vestchensk,  Ushokovo,  and  even  Ignasheno.    The  low  water  in  5ie 
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Ussuri  made  it  impossible  to  reach  Iman,  and  the  goods  shipped  to 
that  point  were  delivered  at  Habarovsli. 

If,  added  to  all  the  foregoing,  it  is  mentioned  that  during  the 
•whole  navigation  there  has  not  been  a  single  accident,  we  may  decide 
that  the  navigation  has  been  favorable. 


AUEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICERS  OUT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Albert,  TalLot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

BucVlin,  (ieorpo  A 

Chamlierlin.  f...TrKe  E... 


Post. 


nano\er.  Germany. . 
I,a  Cii;i.ro,  Venciiela. 
Bor!>iux,  Franc©.,:., 
(ienrjietown,  Guiana. , 


Deicbman.rnil  F Rantos,  Brazil 

Dow,  EdwnrJ  .\ St.     Stephen, 

Brunswick. 
Eager.  Oeorce  Kugene 
Gamon,  John  A 


Hanson,  George  C . . 
Jenl<^ins,  Doii.''l:ii. . . 
Latham,  t'h.iro;  L. 
Listoe,  Soren 


Saner,  Fmil 
Smith.  Jameit  A 


Now 


Barmen,  Germany . . 
Corinto,  Nicaragua. . 


Swalow,  China 

Kipa,  Russia 

Dun'ice,  Scotland 

Rotlerdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 
Caloitta,  ln:lia. 


v,.i.j»ii .  '(uud:,  jx. ...........      V4tiv-iiiiu,  Jii'iiii.... 

Taggart,  (!.  liussell Cornwall,  Ontario. 


Watson,  John  J.  0 

WUlrich,  Cebhnrd 

Weddell,  Alexander  W. 


St.  Pierre,  Miquelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athenj,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec.  23 

Icb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 

Jan.  I 

Jan.  17 

Jan.  2 

Dec.  31 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do 


Fob.  1 
Jan.  IS 
Dec.  20 

Deo.  25 
..do..... 
Dec.  31 


Address. 


Department  or  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chambcrlln,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do, 

12  Tonobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  OlTioe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domcslic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

'Buildinf;,  Chicago,  111. 
120  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Mcndota,  Washington,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
1101   Euclid  Street  NW,,  Wasliington, 

D.  C. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


POKTO  mCO'S  FIRST  AMERICAN  INTERISLAND  SERVICE. 

[Ilarwood  Hull,  concspondcnt,  fc'an  Juan,  Dec.  C] 

The  Bull-Insular  Line  to-day  started  steamer  service  between  San 
Juan  and  Santo  Domingo  and  Haiti,  establishing  the  lir.st  Anifrican 
steamship  service  between  Porto  Kico  and  the  neighboring  island. 
The  S.  S.  Marina,  with  approxunately  biOO  tons  cargo  capacity  ami 
accommodations  for  60  first-class  pa.ssengcrs,  will  l)e  kept  in  this 
interisland  service,  according  to  an  aiinounccnient  of  the  Kteani>hii) 
company.  The  schedule  of  sailings  has  not  yet  been  anii<)nnci.Hl  but 
will  be  made  known  within  a  few  day.s. 

This  service  to  Santo  Domingo  and  Haiti  is  in  addition  to  a  diivct 
service  from  New  York  to  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  same  company.  At  present  one  ship  a  month  is  being 
dispatched  from  New  York  to  the  Danish  West  Indies,  this  stcaui'.-i- 
later  calling  at  Porto  Eican  ports  before  returning  to  New  York. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  first  attempt  to  establish  an  American  line 
between  New  York  and  the  Danish  Islands  in  more  than  40  years. 
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COHSTBXrcnOH  WOBK. 

COSTA  RICA. 

[Consul  Benjamin  F.  Cbase,  San  Jos^,  Dec.  2.] 
Construction  of  Central  American  Conrt  of  Justice  Building. 

According  to  the  local  press,  work  will  begin  within  a  few  days 
on  the  new  building  for  the  Central  American  Court  of  Justice  at 
San  Jose,  donated  by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  This  is  to  take  the 
place  of  the  palace  at  Caitago  destroyed  by  the  earthquake  in  1910. 

The  Costa  Kican  Goveriunent  has  furnished  the  land  for  the  build- 
ing and  will  have  supervision  over  the  construction  work.  The  con- 
tract for  the  complete  structure  has  been  let  to  Mr.  Wenceslas  de  la 
Guardia,  202  Eivei-side  Drive,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.  Tlie  local 
representative  of  the  contractor  is  Mr.  Roberto  Smythe,  San  Jose. 
It  is  undei'stood  tliat  the  equipment  of  the  English  Construction  Co., 
now  in  use  in  building  the  Government  post  and  telegraph  office  at 
San  Jose,  will  be  utilized  iu  building  this  new  palace. 

ECUADOR. 

[Vice  Consul  James  U,  Rotb,  Guayaquil,  Xot.  IT.] 

Intenurban  Electric  Line  for  Quito. 

The  Ecuadorian  Congress  has  authorized  the  municipality  of  Quito 
to  grant  an  exclusive  concession  for  a  period  of  30  years  to  any  pei-scm 
or  company  who  will  construct  an  electric  railway  line  from  the  capi- 
tal to  any  town  or  towns  of  the  canton.  The  concessionaire  must 
agree  to  complete  the  construction  of  the  railway  within  two  years 
and. must  pay  to  the  municipality  of  Quito  not  less  than  5  per  cent 
of  the  gross  receipts  for  the  first  five  j'ears,  with  an  increase  of  2 
per  cent  for  eacli  following  5-year  jjeriod.  On  the  expiration  of  the 
contract  the  railway,  with  all  rolling  stock  shall  become  the  property 
of  the  municipality.  The  railway  shall  be  exempt  from  all  taxation 
and  the  municipality  shall  request  the  free  entry  of  all  materials  re- 
quired in  the  construction  of  the  railway.  Native  bidders  for  the 
contract  shall  be  given  preference  over  foreign  bidders  where  con- 
ditions are  equal. 

PHIUPFINE  ISLAHSS. 
(Correspondent  J.  F.  Boomer,  Hawaii,  Nov.  1.] 
Construction  of  Port  Works. 

Port  works  at  Tacloban,  Leyte,  involving  the  expenditure  of 
$50,000,  are  expected  to  be  completed  by  January,  1917.  Further 
improvements  of  this  port  are  contemplated  and  the  matter  of  ad- 
ditional funds  will  be  taken  up  during  the  present  session  of  the 
Philippine  Congress.  The  additional  work  will  include  an  exten- 
sion of  the  wharf.  This  will  include  a  modem  bulkhead  with  an 
extensive  filled-in  area  for  warehouses.  The  province  of  Leyte  is 
to  furnish  $50,000  for  the  work.  The  province  is  also  arranging  to 
])rovide  funds  for  a  new  provincial  building  at  Tacloban  to  cost 
about  $100,000. 

The  city  of  Cebu  is  also  engaged  in  extensive  wharf  construction. 
The  project  has  been  but  recently  authorized  and  the  ordei^  are 
about  to  be  placed  for  materials.  It  is  expected  thai,  the  projected 
work  will  practically  double  the  wharf  area  of  Cdbu  and  rmaim 
a  large  area  of  lowland  for  warehouse  purposes. 
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Ta^bilaran,  Bohol,  is  planning  the  constraction  of  a  new  wharf 
and  the  deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  port.  The  construction  of 
a  road  leading  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  new  wharf  has. been  begun. 

Work  has  been  suspended  on  the  jetty  at  Calbayog,  Samar,  until 
the  end  of  the  present  monsoon  season. 

Practically  all  the  concrete  work  has  been  completed  on  the  new 
customs  house  at  Iloilo.  It  is  expected  that  the  roof  will  be  finished 
before  the  first  of  the  year.  This  work  has  been  retarded  by  the 
failure  of  hardware  to  arrive  from  the  United  States. 

NEW  ZEALAND.    . 
[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Nor.  C] 
Harbor  Eeelamation  Scheme  at  Anckland. 

The  Auckland  Harbor  Board  has  arranged  to  reclaim  about  8 
acres  of  land  on  the  shores  of  the  Waitemata  Harbor  near  this  city 
at  a  total  cost  of  about  $194,660.  In  doing  this  it  will  remove  some 
annoying  bluffs  adjoining  the  shore  and  open  up  some  valuable  build- 
ing property. 

This  reclaimed  land  is  to  be  held  by  the  Auckland  Harbor  Board 
and  leased  to  the  public  as  has  been  done  in  the  past.  Extending  be- 
vond  this  it  is  intended  to  reclaim  additional  land  from  the  harbor. 
It  is  proposed  to  begin  work  on  this  improvement  immediately  and 
push  it  to  an  early  completion. 

Fublio  School  Bulldingrs  in  New  Zealand. 

The  matter  of  suitable  and  convenient  school  buildings  is  being 

fjiven  much  attention  by  the  education  department  of  the  New  Zea* 
and  Government,  and  there  seems  to  be  an  inclination  to  adopt  a 
uniform  style  of  buildings  for  the  larger  towns  and  city  schools  to 
accommodate  from  300  to  400  pupils.  It  is  suggested  that  these 
might  be  erected  of  reinforced  concrete  after  models  so  as  to  mate- 
rially decrease  the  cost. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  erect  standardized  portable  school  houses  for 
growing  suburbs  and  country  schools,  with  the  idea  of  changing  the 
location  as  the  population  changes  or  increases.  It  is  claimed  that 
by  this  means  fairly  up-to-date  accommodation  can  be  fumishe<l  for 
pupils  in  all  parts  of  the  country  at  a  comparatively  reasonable  cost. 
Eailroad  Construction  in  North  Island. 

There  is  a  strong  move  on  foot  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zea- 
land in  favor  of  the  construction  of  additional  railroads  so  as  to  open 
up  much  valuable  and  fertile  country  that  now  is  quite  inaccessible. 

This  country  is  located  in  the  north  and  northeastern  part  of  the 
North  Island  and  is  only  reached  by  steamer.  The  railroad  mileage 
in  the  North  Island  on  March  31,  1916,  was  1,240  miles,  whereas  the 
South  Island  had  1,714  miles.  Farming  and  industrial  interests  of 
the  North  Island  feel  that  this  part  of  the  country  would  warrant  a 
greater  investment  in  the  railroads  in  order  to  properly  develop  the 
country,  so  as  to  open  up  suitable  areas  on  which  to  locate  returned 
soldiers  and  the  immigrants  who  are  expected  from  allied  countries 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

It  is  probable  that  there  will  be  definite  opportunities  at  the  close 
of  the  European  war  for  supplying  railway  material,  that  has  come 
in  the  past  so  largely  from  European  manufacturers. 
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UmXED  STATES  FACTOBIES  DT  CANADA. 

[Monetary  Times  o(  Canada,  Dec.  8.] 

About  50  branches  of  United  States  firms  have  been  established  in 
Canada  during  the  last  two  years.  Most  of  these  have  come  to  On- 
tario, several  to  Quebec  Province,  and  a  few  to  western  cities.  With 
an  average  investment  conservatively  estimated  at  $300,000,  these  50 
plants  represent  a  new  investment  of  $15,000,000  in  this  country. 
There  were  previously  about  450  such  companies  in  Canada,  which, 
with  a  similar  average  investment,  represented  an  aggregate  of  $135,- 
000,000.    The  grand  total  investment,  therefore,  is  now  $150,000,000, 

Among  the  United  States  companies  that  have  recently  established 
branches  are  makers  of  the  following  articles:  Railway  accessories, 
overalls,  chemicals,  silverware  and  flatware,  automobiles,  horseshoes, 
steel  goods,  patent  medicines,  spices,  soaps,  perfumes,  glue,  beet  sugar, 
pumps,  gi'eenhouses,  railway  signals,  fuses,  boxes,  spreaders,  sUk 
gloveSj  stockings,  tires,  steel,  steel  products,  canned  goods,  automobile 
varnishes,  belting,  store  counters,  explosives,  pulp  and  paper,  sewing 
machines,  aloxite  and  other  abrasives  and  electric  furnace  products, 
grain  and  elevator  machinery,  silk  and  chamoisette  gloves,  refined 
nickel,  and  cottonseed-oil  products. 
Branch  Plantf  and  Their  Location. 

Of  the  total  of  United  States  investments  of  $978,000,000  in  the 
Dominion  $150,000,000  is  represented  by  branch  plants.  Until  19U 
this  was  the  largest  item  in  the  list  of  United  States  investments  here. 
Since  then  Canadian  securities  have  been  sold  in  the  neighboring 
Republic  in  far  greater  volume  than  hitherto,  and  consequently  tiiat 
item  now  represents  the  largest  United  States  investment  in  Canada, 
branch  establishments  coming  second. 

The  largest  number  of  branch  plants  of  United  States  companies 
in  Canada  is  located  in  Ontario,  although  there  is  a  tendency  to  utilize 
Avestern  Canadian  points  to  a  greater  extent.  At  least  12  United 
States  manufacturers  of  agricultural  and  farm  implements  have 
branches  in  the  Dominion  and  about  as  many  makers  of  automobiles. 
In  the  latter  case  the  parts  are  usually  imported  separately  and  as- 
sembled in  this  country.  Several  United  States  manufacturers  of 
chemicals,  drugs,  patent  foods,  and  cereals  have  factories  or  distribut- 
ing houses  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  international  line.  A  large 
number  of  firms  manufacturing  and  supplying  various  machinery, 
fittings,  and  plant  are  also  doing  business  in  Canada  in  a  similar  way. 
Xengthy  Ust  of  Articles. 

Among  the  United  States  companies  established  here  before  the 
recent  American  commercial  invasion  are  manufacturers  of  asbestos, 
barrels,  blind  rollers,  buttons,  carpet  sweepers,  corsets,  condensed 
milk,  bags,  corksj  carriages,  couches,  orass  goods,  billiard  tables,  cord^ 
cash  registers,  disinfectants,  fly  paper,  files,  fire  extinguishers,  foun- 
tain pens,  gramophones,  hardware,  pickles,  presses,  pulleys,  razors, 
rubbers,  sealers,  slioes,  scales,  typewriters,  watch  cases,  tobacco,  etc 
This  list,  together  with  the  recent  additions^ives  an  idea  of  the  scope 
of  United  States  industrial  interests  in  the  Dominion. 

[An  article  on  American  investments  in  Canada  was  published  in  Daily  Ooa- 
aular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Feb.  11, 1914.] 
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FOBEIGH  TAEI7FS. 
AXOENTIHA. 

[Boletin  Oflcial,  Aug.  21.] 

Classlflcation  of  Brass  Bed  Parti. 

A  decision  of  the  Ai'gentine  Board  of  Appraisers  classifies  tubes 
for  brass  beds  under  No.  509,  the  tariff  number  applicable  to  the  beds, 
although  it  was  contended  by  the  importer  that  the  articles  should 
be  classified  under  No.  999,  the  item  imder  which  brass  tubes,  bars, 
etc.,  are  dutiable.  The  rates  applicable  under  Nos.  509  and  999,  re- 
^>ectively,  are  0.189  and  0.108  peso  per  kilo  (peso,  $0,965;  kilo, 
2.2046  pounds.) 

[Bolet(n  Oficial,  Aug.  21.] 

Classification  of  Plated  Jewelry. 

Gold-plated  rings  are  not  to  be  classified  as  imitation  jewelry, 
according  to  a  recent  Argentine  decision,  but  are  subject  to  the  duty 
of  27  per  cent  ad  valorem  (including  surtax),  applicable  to  articles 
not  specified  in  the  tariff.  Imitation  jewelry  (^fo.  2531)  is  dutiable 
at  0.81  peso  per  kilo. 

[Boletfn  Oflclal,  Sept.  4.] 
Classification  of  Oas  Oil. 

A  further  change  has  been  made  in  the  tariff  classification  of  gas 
oil  imported  into  Argentina,  according  to  a  decree  of  August  26, 
1916.  Gas  oils  not  entitled  to  free  admission,  instead  of  being  duti- 
able at  5  per  cent  ad  valorem,  are  to  be  subject  to  a  dut^  of  5  per 
cent  calculated  on  an  oflScial  valuation  of  0.03  peso  per  kilo.  [The 
classification  of  petroleum  products  in  Argentina  is  shown  in  For- 
eign Tariff  Notes  No.  19,  p.  45,  and  in  CoiiMEncE  Befobts  for  Sept. 
14,  1916.] 

AUST&ALIA. 
Harking  of  Canned  Lobster. 

The  following  ruling  is  published  in  an  Australian  customs  circu- 
lar dated  August  24,  1916 : 

The  only  cnistacoan  which  may  be  ilescribed  as  "lobster"  Is  the  European 
and  American  species  of  Homarus.  All  others  should  have  some  qualifj'ing 
term  applied  to  them,  such  as  the  case  requires,  e.  g.,  "  Spiny,"  "  Rock,"  or 
"  Cnpe  Spiny  "  lobster. 

Illustrations  of  lobsters  apponring  on  labels  applied  to  tins  are  considered 
misleading  In  instnuccs  where  the  contents  are  not  true  lobsters.  ♦ 

CAITADA. 

(Appralse'ts'  Bulletin  No.  1390,  Nov.  14.] 
Classification  of  Cylinders  Containing  Chemicals. 

Drums  or  cylinders  containing  liquid  chlorine  am]  gases  subject 
to  an  ad  valorem  duty  are  to  be  considered  "  usual  coverings,"  and  as 
such  arc  to  be  dutiable  under  tariff  No.  710(b),  according  to  a  recent 
Canadian  decision. 

[The  Canadian  cu.«toins  tariff  provides  tliat  "  usual  coverings  "  of 
imported  goods  shall  be  dutiable  at  27J  per  cent  ad  valorem  under 
the  general  tariff  (British  preferential  rate,  20  per  cent  ad  valorem). 
Thfe  ad  valorem  rates  on  most  articles  are  in  excess  of  these  duties, 
and  receptacles,  if  not  classified  under  No.  710(b),  would  ordinarily 
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be  subject  to  the  rates  applicable  to  the  contents.  Containers  are 
dutiable  under  No.  710(b)  only  when  separately  specified  in  in- 
voices.] 

CUBA. 
[Customs  Circular  No.  22,  Oct.  20.] 
Hednction  on  Fabrics  for  ICattresses,  Etc. 

A  Cuban  decree  of  October  20,  1916,  exempts  from  the  surtax  of 
20  per  cent  imposed  by  the  decree  of  February  1, 1904,  cotton  fabrics 
classified  under  Nos.  114,  115,  116,  and  117  of  the  Cuban  customs 
tariff,  provided  such  goods  are  imported  by  manufacturers  of  mat- 
tresses, pillo^Ts,  and  sweat  pads,  for  use  in  their  own  establishments. 
In  order  to  take  advantage  of  these  reductions,  importers  must  make 
declaration  under  oath  that  the  goods  are  to  be  used  as  above  indi- 
cated. 

ECITADOK. 
Export'  Duty  on  Cacao. 

Vice  Consul  James  H.  Both,  Guayaquil,  under  date  of  October  26, 
1916,  transmitted  a  copy  of  an  Ecuadorian  law,  enacted  October  12, 
increasing  the  export  duty  on  cacao  from  1  to  3  sucres  per  quintal 
(sucre,  $0.49;  quintal,  101.4  pounds).  It  is  provided  that  the  new 
rate  shall  remain  in  effect  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  law,  and 
the  revenue  obtained  is  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Asociaci6n  de  Agri- 
cultores. 

F&AKCE. 
[Consul-General  A.  il.  Thackani,  Paris,  Oct.  25.] 
Importation  of  Precious  Stones. 

The  decree  of  May  11,  1916,  prohibited  the  importation  into 
France  of  diamonds  and  precious  stones,  as  well  as  many  other 
articles.     (See  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  21,  p.  171.) 

The  Minister  of  Commerce,  however,  has  recently  decided  to  relai 
this  prohibition  to  a  certain  extent,  and,  according  to  a  notice  pub- 
lislied  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  October  12,  1916,  the  importation 
of  cut  diamonds  and  other  cut  precious  stones  may  be  authorized  by 
special  permission,  when  they  are  intended  for  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry,  upon  condition  that  stones  of  similar  value  are  exported 
from  France. 

Corresponding  exports  may  be  made  either  by  the  importer  or  by 
any  other  firm. 

Permits  to  import  such  stones  are  to  be  granted  by  the  Diamond 
Commission  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce,  No.  4  rue  Guenegand, 
Paris,  which  verifies  the  values  of  imports  and  exports  of  cut 
precious  stones. 

Importers  are  requested  to  ask  their  foreign  suppliers  to  send  the 
stones  by  registered  mail,  addressed  as  follows:  (1)  With  the  ordi- 
nary French  address  of  the  importer  and  (2)  bearing  the  folIowiM 
inscription :  "A  livi-er  au  siege  de  la  commission,  4,  rue  Gu^negaud, 
Paris." 

GOLD  COAST. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Terby,  Dakar,  Oct.  11.] 
Export  Dnt7  on  Cocoa. 

An  ordinance  passed  by  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  legislature  Sep- 
tember 23, 1916,  and  in  effect  October  1,  imposes  a  tax  of  1  ^uthing 
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(0.25  pcnny=$0.006)  per  pound  on  all  cocoa  exported  from  the 
colony. 

ITAI.T. 

(Vice  Consul  A.  C.  Frost,  Genoa,  Oct.  13.] 

Importation  of  Hedicinal  Products. 

Before  foreign  medicines  may  be  imported  into  Italy  or  sold  there 
permission  must  be  granted  by  the  "  Consiglio  Superiore  di  Sanitd," 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  Rome.  In  making  application  to  this  body 
it  is  necessary  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  product,  the  place  of 
manufacture,  and  a  brief  description  of  the  method  of  preparation. 
The  petition  should  also  set  forth  the  therapeutic  qualities  of  the 

f>roduct,  and  it  should  be  shown  that  the  preparation  has  been  manu- 
actured  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  country  of  production. 
Samples  should  be  submitted  in  making  application  to  the  sanitary 
authorities.  Containers  of  medicinal  products  must  specify  the  quan- 
tity of  dose  and  the  principal  ingredients. 

SPAIH. 
'  [Consol  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  29.] 
Tree  Zone  at  Barcelona. 

The  concession  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  zone  at  Barcelona 
(see  Foreign  Tariflf  Notes  No.  21,  p.  161]  has  been  granted  by  royal 
decree  of  October  24, 1916,  to  an  association  consisting  of  the  mimici- 
pality  of  Barcelona  and  representatives  of  various  commercial  and 
industrial  organizations.  This  association  is  authorized  to  farm  out 
the  privilege  of  managing  the  free  area  and  must  present  a  complete 
project  for  the  development  and  control  of  the  zone  to  the  Mimstry 
of  Finance  within  one  year. 

TBnnsAD. 

[Consul  Andrew  J.  McConnIco,  Trinidad,  Oct.  31.] 

Ihity  on  Cinematograph  Films. 

According  to  a  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  dated  October 
20,  1916,  a  duty  of  $0.10  per  100  feet  is  to  be  imposed  on  cinemato- 
graph films  imported  into  Trinidad  and  no  refund  upon  reexporta- 
tion within  a  given  period  is  to  be  allowed.  Formerly  films  were 
dutiable  at  10  per  cent  ad  valorem,  the  duty  being  refunded  upon 
reexportation. 
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FdBEIOir  TRADE  OPPOETUIIITIES, 

ReserT<>d  addresoes  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareaa  and  Its  district  eSees.  Reqnect 
for  oacb  opportunity  Bboald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  opportaaltT  HaailKr. 
The  Bnrcaa  docs  not  furnish  credit  ntings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbolc 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Acetic    add 23299 

Klcycle    parts 23806 

t'nuvas 23S02 

Cordage  and  rope,  etc 28303 

«:utlery 23302 

Drugs , 23302 

Snnmeled    ware 23802 

Kxploslves 23805 

Harters 23802 

Uellgnlte 28806 

Glassware 23802 

Hardware 23802,23804 

Knit  goods 23302 


Lumber 23300 

Machinery,  farm 23JOT 

Machinery,  printing 23301 

Needles  ..... 23M2 

Novelties 23288 

Paints  and  oUs 23302 

Perfumery 21301 

Piece  goods 2880* 

Printing  supplies 2*801 

Silver  plating  forms 2880S 

StaUonery 23301 

Suspenders 28302 

Toys 282*8 


23298.* — A  man  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  mechanical  toys  with  firings, 
toy  trains,  and  novelties.  He  is  also  interested  in  an  agency  for  such  goods. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Cash  will  be  paid  upon  receipt 
of  merchandise.    Correspondence  in  Spanish.    References. 

23299.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  is  In  the  market  tor  a  yearly  sai^Iy  of  from  15 
to  20  tons  of  acetic  add.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  L  f .  European 
port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  in  French  ot 
German.    References. 

23300. t — A  firm  in  Colombia  wishes  to  coinuuinlcate  with  American  exporters  of 
southern  pine.  This  firm  will  pay  freight  and  duty  charges  on  a  small 
cargo  of  lumber  sent  It  on  commission. 

23301.t — ^A  man  in  China  would  like  to  Ihj  iilac-eil  in  communication  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  iirintlng  machinery  and  supplies  and 
stationery. 

23302.* — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  represent  .\nierlcan  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  iierfumes,  knit  goods,  cutlery,  looks,  hinges,  glassware,  enameled 
ware,  paints  and  oils,  piece  gomls,  drugs,  needles,  suspenders,  garters, 
canvas,  etc.    Correspondence  in  I'ortuguese.    References. 

23303.t— A  man  in  the  British  West  Indies  wishes  to  communicate  with  .Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  cordage.  Samples  and  prices  of  sisal  and  manila 
rope,  flsliing  lines,  and  twines  are  desired. 

23304.* — A  man  in  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  metal  parts  for  funiiture  sudi 
as  locks,  knobs,  handles,  and'  plaques.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  t 
destination.    Cash  will  l)e  i>aid.    Reference.    Corresjiondence  in  Spaoisb. 

23305.* — ^A  Ann  in  Chile  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
I)orters  of  gelignite,  dynamite,  fuse,  and  explosives.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English.    References. 

23306.* — ^A  Ann  in  Switzerland  is  in  the  market  for  bicycle  accessories  of  all 
kinds.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  Euroi)ean  iK>rt  Cash  will  be  paid 
against  documents.    Corresiwndence  In  French  or  German.    References. 

23307.* — An  agricultural  syndicate  in  Brazil  would  like  to  receive  catalogues 
of  farming  implements  and,  if  ix>sslble,  samples  of  American  plows,  etc, 
for  educational  purpo.ses.    Corresjwndence  In  Portuguese. 

23308.* — A  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  stainiied  white-metal  forms  for 
silver  plating  articles  for  table  u.se.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c  i.  f.  destina- 
tion.   Corresiwndeuce  In  Si)anish. 


The  Canadian  trade  commissioner  in  Shanghai  writes  that  con- 
siderable demand  exists  in  China  for  woolen  piece  goods,  light-weight 
beavers,  meltons,  and  tweeds,  medium  qualities  of  all-wool  cloth, 
union  cloth,  and  shoddy  mixtures. 
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SHIPMENT  OF  SULPHITE  TO  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Dec.  15.] 

Blockade  restrictions  on  exportation  of  sulphur  to  Holland  can- 
celed, and  facilities  for  such  trade  will  be  given. 


MEXICAN  DECBEE  CONCERNING  INSUBANCE  OBLIGATIONS. 

A  cablegram  from  the  special  representative  of  American  interests 
in  Mexico  City  states  that  a  decree  just  published  provides  that  all 
iiisurance  obligations  are  to  be  paid  on  the  basis  of  national  gold 
according  to  the  average  monthly  exchange  rates  since  January,  1913. 


NEW  BASTKING  ENTERPRISES  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Nor.  24.] 

An  office  of  the  Anglo-South  American  Bank  (Ltd.)  has  just  been 
opened  in  Barcelona.  The  head  office  of  this  concern  v?as  established 
in  London  in  1888.  There  are  branches  in  New  York  and  Paris,  in 
addition  to  11  offices  in  Chile,  7  in  Argentina,  and  1  in  Uruguay. 
The  bank  offers  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  foreign  business. 

The  Spanish  Minister  of  Finance  lias  presented  a  bill  to  the  Cortes 
providing  for  the  formation  of  a  bank,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Banco 
Espanol  de  Comercio  Exterior,"  for  making  advances  with  a  view  to 
the  extension  of  foreign  trade.  The  bill  proposes  the  granting  of 
credit  to  facilitate  the  export  of  goods  of  all  kinds  and  the  import  of 
raw  materials  for  agricultural  and  industrial  uses;  the  discount, 
purchase,  and  sale  of  international  drafts ;  the  opening  of  credits  in 
loreign  money  for  operations  abroad;  the  establishment  of  general 
warehouses  for  merchandise  and  of  free  customs  zones;  the  creation 
of  information  bureaus,  bureaus  of  propaganda,  and  commercial 
museums ;  the  granting  of  loans  with  the  guaranty  of  vessels ;  mari- 
time insurance  and  such  other  operations  as  may  be  properly  con- 
nected with  the  development  of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce. 
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The  capital  of  the  bank  will  be  fixed  by  the  Government  at  an  amount 
not  less  than  $8,000,000.  The  plan  is  to  divide  the  capital  into  reg- 
istered shares,  to  be  subscribed  either  by  Spanish  banking  concerns 
or  public  subscription.  Foreigners,  as  a  whole,  may  not  hold  shares 
representing  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  capital.  The  Government  of 
Spain  will  subvention  the  bank  with  a  sum  which  in  no  case  shall 
exceed  5  per  cent  per  annum  of  the  capital  invested  in  its  shares. 


ELECTBIC-LIGHTINa  FIXTUEES  IS  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  Jos6  lie  Olivares,  Ilamilton,  Ontario,  Not.  29.] 

There  is  a  large  demand  throughout  the  Hamilton  district  for 
electric-lighting  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Those  in  use  are  principally 
of  Canadian,  English,  and  American  manufacture.  The  most  sat- 
isfactory method  of  introducing  such  products  would  be  to  have  a 
representative  come  to  Hamilton  with  a  view  to  demonstrating  their 
advantages  to  local  dealers.  The  fact  that  the  city  is  within  two 
hours'  journey  by  rail  from  Buffalo  and  that  there  are  frequent  trains 
between  the  two  places  makes  it  quite  practicable  for  commercial 
travelers  who  visit  the  American  city  to  include  Hamilton  in  their 
territoiy.    This  is  done  extensively. 

The  geographical  position  of  the  city  renders  it  even  more  acces- 
sible from  the  large  manufacturing  and  exporting  centers  of  the 
United  States  than  many  American  cities,  and  this  has  resulted  in 
establishing  the  same  business  methods  and  customs  between  local 
dealers  and  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  that  obtain  in 
connection  with  the  domestic  trade  of  the  United  States. 

Ballway  Routes  from  the  United  State*. 

Hamilton  is  reached  from  the  United  States  by  the  following  rail- 
way routes:  Via  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Toronto,  Hamilton  «&  Buffalo 
Railway,  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway,  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way; via  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  and  the 
Michigan  Central  Railway;  via  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway;  and  via  Detroit,  Mich.,  by  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way, the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  the  Michigan  Central  Railway, 
and  the  New  York  Central  Lines. 

The  general  Canadian  import  duty  on  electrical  apparatus  is  27J 
per  cent  plus  a  special  war  tax  of  7i  per  cent  ad  valorem,  as  com- 
pared with  a  preferential  rate  on  British-made  goods  of  15  per  cent 
plus  a  special  war  tax  of  5  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  an  intermediate 
or  reciprocal  rate  of  25  per  cent  plus  a  special  war  tax  of  7J  per  cent 
ad  valorem.  Electric-light  fixtures  imported  from  the  United  States 
are  dutiable  at  30  per  cent  plus  the  7^  per  cent  war  surtax. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  electric,  gas,  and  combination  lighting  fixtures  in  the 
Hamilton  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82430.J 


The  American  ambassador  at  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  reports 
that  the  budget  commission  has  made  public  the  fact  that  the  short- 
time  debt  of  the  Argentina  Government  amounts  to  409,000,000 
pesos  paper  ($173,620,500  United  States  gold),  50,000,000  pesos 
($21,225,000)  maturing  in  1916  and  200,000,000  pesos  ($84,900,000) 
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CONDITIONS  APFECTING  HONDUBAS  KUBBEB  INDUSTBT. 

[Consul  Francis  J.  Dj-cr,  Celba,  Nov.  29.] 

The  rubber  industry  in  Honduras  is  dormant.  Because  of  the 
low  price,  coupled  with  tlie  e.xport  duty  levied  l)v  the  (loverament  of 
Honduras  and  the  municipalities,  amounting  at  Ceiba  to  approxi- 
mately 4  cents  gold  per  pound,  very  little  rubber  is  being  shipped. 
Natives  will  not  tap  the  trees  at  the  prevailing  prices,  even  when 
they  can  find  them  close  at  hand,  and  traders  declare  that  they  buy 
the  product  merely  as  an  accommodation. 

Cleared  lands,  no  longer  productive  for  bananas,  are  quoted  at 
about  150  pesos  ($52.50)  per  manzana,  which  is  1.74  acres.  Un- 
cleared land  is  much  cheaper,  and  at  a  distance  from  transportation 
facilities  it  may  be  had  free  on  denouncement,  by  paying  the  sur- 
veyor's charges.  To  clear  it  will  cost  from  100  to  125  pesos  per  nian- 
zana.  Land  not  close  to  a  railroad  or  port  is  of  little  vahie,  as  there 
are  no  roads,  and  the  cost  of  getting  out  the  product  to  the  ship's 
side  would  be  prohibitive. 

Shipping  Facilities  in  General  Very  Poor. 

Common  labor  receives  the  equivalent  of  $1  to  $1.40  gold.  Ship- 
ping facilities  in  general  are  very  bad.  At  this  port  there  is  a  regu- 
lar line  of  ships  to  New  Orleans  in  the  carrying  trade  for  a  large 
banana  company.  The  line  has  been  able  to  take  all  the  outside 
freight  offered,  although  there  is  a  possibility  of  delaj*.  At  Tela 
also  there  is  a  regular  steamship  service,  and  the  same  is  true  at 
Puerto  Cortes.  Elsewhere  on  the  coast,  however,  transportation  is 
very  uncertain.  Some  produce  is  concentrated  at  the  regular  ports 
by  small  coasting  craft,  at  rather  high  rates  of  freight. 

The  owner  of  a  rubber  plantation  at  Bamboo,  with  about  100,000 
trees  from  8  to  10  years  old,  I  am  informed,  desires  to  seU.  The 
native  rubber  is  the  kind  adopted  by  planters  here.  A  citizen  of  this 
city  who  has  had  experience  in  growing  rubber  in  Nicaragua  is 
among  those  best  informed  regarding  the  industry.  His  plantation 
is  said  to  have  been  practically  destroyed  by  a  hurricane. 

^Tlie  names  of  the  two  persons  iMcntlonwl  In  this  reiwrt  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district  or  cooiwrative 
offices.    Kefer  to  file  No.  82627.] 


SHIPYABDS  BUST  ON  THE  BAY  OF  FUNBT. 

(Consul  E,  Verne  Rlrhardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswirli,  Dec.  14.] 

Two  three-masted  wooden  schooners  were  launched  on  December  9 
from  shipyards  on  the  Parrsboro  Shore,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Bay 
of  Fundy.  At  Parrsboro  proper  the  Minas  Qticcn,  a  vessel  with  a 
registered  tonnage  of  566,  was  put  afloat  by  Messrs.  W.  K.  and  C.  A. 
Huntley.  Messrs.  H.  Elderkin  &  Co.,  at  Port  (ireville,  were  the 
builders  of  the  other  vessel,  the  F.  A.  J.  E.,  of  350  tons  register. 

The  builders  of  the  Minas  Queen  have  contracted  for  a  four-masted 
schooner  of  160  feet  keel  length  for  the  same  company,  to  be  ready 
for  launching  early  in  the  coming  summer.  At  the  Elderkin  yard  at 
Port  Greville  the  frame  is  now  being  made  ready  for  a  schooner 
similar  to  the  F,  A.  J.  E.,  which  is  expected  to  be  delivered  within 
about  seven  months. 
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DTCBEASED  ABGENrnm  TAASE  IH  MABEIirO  DEVICES. 

[Consul  WllUam  DawBoa,  Jr.,  Bosario,  Oct.  24.] 

Argentina  ofTeis  a  fair  demand  for  steel  log  and  metal  stamps  and 
dies.  The  liunbering  industry  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Rosario 
district  it  important,  and  while  the  smaller  concerns  mark  logs  with 
the  ax,  tlie  large  conii)anies  use  steel  stamps.  There  is  a  still  better 
demand  for  .^tci'l  Ktai;ips  and  .dies  with  interchangeable  numbers  and 
letters,  wliieh  are  u.sed  chiefly  by  machine  shops. 

In  addition  to  larjre  railway  shops,  Rosario  has  a  considerable 
number  of  small  machine  f-hops  engaged  large' v  in  repair  work. 
These  and  similar  shops  at  interior  points  constitute  the  principal 
market  far  the  better  grades  of  steel  stamps,  which  in  the  past  have 
been  imported  largely  from  France.  A  cheaper  grade  of  stamp, 
used  by  tiuhhops,  saddlers,  etc.,  has  come  from  Germany. 

A  few  small  foundries  at  Rosario  also  use  stamps.  There  are, 
however,  no  hteel  mills,  tool  factories,  or  important  metal-working 
establishment:.-.  Steel  stamps  and  dies  are  generally  imported,  al- 
though they  are  also  made  locally  on  a  small  scale.  Stencils  are 
made  to  order  locally  by  shops  doing  a  small  business. 

Burning  Brands  Used  by  tiquor  Kanufactnrers. 

Burning  brands  for  branding  wood  are  used  by  liquor  factories 
and  other  concerns  shipping  their  goods  in  wooden  cases.  They  are 
employed  particularly  by  leading  liquor  manufacturers,  who  make 
a  wide  varietj'  of  products  and  have  machines  with  interchangeable 
letters.  A  very  complete  outfit  of  this  kind  which  had  been  imported 
from  France  was  inspected  recently.  Cattle  brands,  for  which  there 
is  a  large  demand,  are  made  locaUy  and  also  imported. 

Metal  checks  and  badges  do  not  appear  to  be  very  widely  used. 
They  are  made  here  by  some  small  concerns  which  manufacture  to 
order.  These  shops,  which  maintain  their  own  retail  stores,  make 
metal  stamps,  badges,  checks,  enameled  and  metal  plates  and  signs, 
seals,  rubber  stamps,  etc.  Any  local  consumer  requiring  small  quan- 
tities of  these  articles  would  in  most  instances  find  it  more  convenient 
to  have  them  made  to  order  locally.  The  difference  in  price  in  favor 
of  the  foreign  manufacturer  working  on  a  large  scale  would  be  com- 
pensated by  the  facilities  for  securing  competitive  bids  locally,  per- 
sonal supervision  of  work,  and  time  gained.  Rosario  concerns  have 
to  contend  with  the  high  cost  of  imported  supplies  and  expensive 
labor.  The  demand  in  general  is  for  products  of  good  quality  and 
appearance. 

lArgre  Quantities  Often  Ordered  from  Abroad. 

Consumers  requiring  large  quantities  of  a  given  article  often  order 
from  abroad.  This  is  particularly  true  of  metal  plates  for  machin- 
ery. Argentina  has  a  large  number  of  very  important  concerns  im- 
porting a  great  variety  of  machines  which  they  mark  with  metal 
plates.  These  plates  are  generally  imported  and  formerly  came 
chiefly  from  Europe,  although  American  plates  have  been  used  and 
are  becoming  more  conmion. 

Common  rubber  stamps  are  made  to  order  locally.  Dating  stamps, 
time  stamps,  and  self -inking  stamps,  as  well  as  holders  for  them,  are 
imported  from  various  countries,  as  are  most  supplies  used  by  stamp 
maJcers. 
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Xabor-Saviag  Devices  Begarded  with  Favor. 

In  general  the  demand  for  steel  stamps  and  dies,  metal  plates  for 
machinery,  and  rubber-stamp  specialties  is  most  pronounced.  A 
market  may  be  found  for  other  similar  products,  if  well  pushed. 
Eosario  has  236,000  inhabitants  and  is  an  important  commercial  cen- 
ter, with  numerous  banks,  large  importing  houses,  department  stores, 
etc. .  Cordoba,  Mendoza,  and  Tucnman  are  leading  interior  markets. 
"While  marking  devices  and  stamps  on  the  whole  are  not  so  widely 
used  as  in  the  United  States,  they  are  not  uncommon,  and  their  use 
could  be  extended."  Argentine  business  men  are  inclined  to  view  with 
favor  labor-saving  devices  and  methods. 

A  representative  of  a  manufacturer  in  the  United  States  probably 
could  make  arrangements  for  agencies  at  Buenos  Aires  and  Rosario, 
througli  which  the  field  would  be  worked  in  the  future.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  these  goods  require  personal  solicitation.  European  con- 
cerns handle  the  market  either  through  traveling  salesmen  or  local 
representatives. 

COTTOH  EXPOKTS. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of 
cotton  during  the  week  ended  December  16,  1916,  at  the  12  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows : 


Dlslricts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

District. 

Bales. 

20,876 

7,407 
14,648 

Philadelphia 

San  Fmnoiwo 

3.978 

30,321 

Virginia 

Total 

Kcw  York 

38,601 

180,655 

N<^h  Carolina 

New  Orleans 

The  exports  of  180,655  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  2.895.920  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  141,057  bales  for  the  week  and  2,126,609  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 

TO  IMFBOVE  CHINESE  UETHOBS  OF  SILK  FRODITCTION. 

[John  n.  Arnold,  office  of  commcrclul  attach^,  Peking,  Oct.  24.] 

The  General  Gild  of  the  Silk  Trade  at  Shanghai,  a  Chinese  organi- 
zation, is  reported  to  have  taken  up  on  a  practical  basis  the  question 
of  the  improvement  of  the  methods  of  silk  production  in  China. 
Japanese  silk  is  generally  regarded  by.  experts  as  naturally  inferior 
to  Chinese,  yet  the  export  of  steam  filature  silk  from  Japan  has  been 
increasing  in  recent  years  by  leaps  and  bounds,  while  that  from 
China  has  been  at  best  no  more  than  holding  its  own. 

Two  represetatives  of  the  gild  have  been  appointed  to  go  to  Japan 
and  study  the  methods  in  use  there.  They  have  already  left  for  this 
work,  and  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Chinese  Minister  at 
Tokyo  to  render  them  assistance. 
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OEBHAN  SUBSTITUTES  FOB  BUBBEB  BICTCLE  HBES. 

[Vice  Consul  H.  B.  Carlson,  Frankfort  on  the  Main.  Nov.  18.] 

The  scarcity  of  rubber  and  the  partial  commandeering  of  rubber 
bicycle  tires  have  caused  a  number  of  substitutes  to  appear  on  the 
German  market.  The  substances  used  are  steel  wire,  leather,  wood, 
prepared  canvas,  and  combinations  of  these  substances. 

The  first  substitute  to  appear  was  a  tire  made  of  steel  wire,  about 
tV  inch  thick,  which  was  made  up  into  a  very  close  coU,  the  two  ends 
being  welded  together  ;  >  as  to  give  it  the  proper  shape.  The  whole- 
sale price  of  this  product  is  now  12  marks  ($2.86),  and  it  is  retailed 
for  18  marks  ($4.28).  besides  the  fact  that  the  price  is  high,  the 
steel-coil  tire  has  the  additional  objection  that  it  cuts  into  the  pave- 
ments and  rattles  considerably  when  in  use.  The  latter  objection 
might  be  overcome,  it  is  said,  by  placing  a  layer  of  felt  between  the 
rim  and  the  tire,  but  this  would  increase  the  price. 
Three  Different  Types  of  Wooden  Tires. 

Wooden  tires  have  been  used  with  some  success.  At  least  three 
different  types  of  which  wood  is  the  main  part  are  sold  here.  In  a 
few  cases  the  tires  are  made  of  a  single  piece  of  wood,  and  retail  at 
4  to  6  marks  ($0.95  to  $1.43).  Sectional  wooden  tires  also  have  ap- 
peared on  the  market.  One  of  these  is  maile  by  the  Continental 
Caoutchouc  und  Gutta  Percha  Comp.,  of  Hannover.  It  is  composed 
of  47  parts.  These  are  12  wooden  tire-sections  of  3  different  kinds, 
12  tin  plates,  12  screws,  10  connecting  pins,  and  1  thumbscrew.  The 
tin  plates  are  used  to  secure  the  sections  to  the  rim,  which  must  be 
of  metal ;  the  screws  to  attach  the  tin  plates  to  the  ends  of  the  sec- 
tions; the  connecting  pins  to  hold  the  sections  together,  and  the 
thumbscrew  is  put  through  the  valve  hole  in  the  rim  and  thus  tends 
to  attach  the  tire  more  firmly  to  the  rim.  The  company  is  selling  this 
tire  for  6  marks  ($1.43).  In  reality  the  expense  is  a  little  moi-e,  for 
in  order  to  give  satisfaction  shock  absorbers  in  the  form  of  steel 
springs  must  be  attached  to  the  fork  of  the  front  wheel.  These 
springs  retail  at  7.50  marks  ($1.78)  and  are  also  to  be  had  through 
the  Continental  Co.  This  brings  the  total  cost  for  a  set  of  tires  up  to 
19.50  marks  ($4.64). 

Leather  Covers  Outer  Surface  of  Wood. 

A  third  wooden  tire  which  is  advertised  is  said  not  to  be  meeting 
with  great  success  on  account  of  the  price.  This  is  made  of  one  piece 
of  wood,  the  outer  surface  of  which  is  covered  with  a  small  stnp  of 
leather.  Between  the  under  surface  of  the  tire  and  the  rim  several 
steel  springs  are  placed  with  a  view  to  securing  elasticity.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  large  steel  springs  are  attached  to  the  front  and  back 
forks.  The  cost  of  this  outfit,  including  the  two  tires  and  the  large 
springs,  is  36  marks  ($8.57). 

Several  leather-covered  and  canvas-covered  tires  also  are  on  the 
market.  These  are  solid,  the  outer  casings  being  of  leather  or  pre- 
pared canvas,  and  the  inner  part  consisting  of  \\  ood  and  other  sub- 
stances. To  make  the  tire  more  durable  small  pieces  of  steel  are 
often  affixed  to  the  outer  or  wearing  surface.  The  prices  for  products 
of  this  class  vary.  One  fairly  good  leather-covered  tire  retails  at  48 
marks  a  set  ($11.42) ;  another  at  70  marks  ($16.66). 
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Xas  Certain  Amount  of  Elasticity. 

The  tire  that  is  said  to  have  the  strongest  claim  to  being  a  real  sub- 
stitute for  the  rubber  article  ai^peai-s  on  the  market  under  the  trade 
name  of  "Lobo."  It  is  made  in  Chemnitz,  Saxonj',  by  the  Kunst- 
gummi,  G.  m.  b.  H.  It  is  composed  of  two  parts,  corresponding  to  the 
former  inner  and  outer  tires.  The  inner  part,  which  is  most  import- 
ant, is  solid  and  is  co\cred  with  cloth  made  into  the  sliape  of  a  tire. 
The  tube  is  filled  with  a  preparation  resemblinf!:  rubber.  The  outer 
tube  is  composed  of  prepared  canvas  and  is  said  to  have  very  good 
■wearing  qualities.  The  effect  is  to  give  the  tire  a  certain  amount  of 
elasticity,  so  that  it  can  be  used  without  springs  at  either  of  the 
forks.  The  price  for  a  set  of  these  tires  is  52  marks  ($12.38).  This 
will  doubtless  tend  to  restrict  their  use. 

The  most  practical  tire,  from  the  point  of  view  of  both  price  and 
service,  seems  to  be  the  sectional  wooden  tire. 

[A  circular  (lescrtbiug  sectional  wooden  tires  may  bo  lnsi)ecte(l  at  the  Burenxi 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Counnerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
82»15.]  

FAMOUS  SPANISH  aUICKSILVER  MINES  FOE  LEASE. 

[Ambassador  JoRoph  E.  Willard,  MadriO,  Oct.  14.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  for  October  3  contains  the  text  of  a  law 
governing  the  leasing  of  the  State-owned  quicksilver  mines  in  Alma- 
den.  The  diminishing  profit  derived  from  the  mines  because  of  the 
rising  cost  of  production  is  assigned  as  the  reason  for  changing  the 
present  method  of  exploitation. 

As  submitted  to  the  Cortes,  the  proposed  law  provides  that  bids 
for  working  the  Almaden  mines  shall  be  called  for  within  one  inonth 
following  the  date  of  its  promulgation  and  the  contract  awarded  two 
months  later  by  a  specially  appointed  committee  presided  over  by 
tlie  Under  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury.  The  maxinumi  price  which 
the  Treasury  will  pay  per  flask  of  quicksilver  will  be  based  on  the 
average  net  cost  of  production  for  the  last  five  j'ears ;  the  Treasury 
will  also  fix  the  number  of  flasks  to  be  produced  and  the  dates  of 
delivery. 

The  Government  will  turn  over  to  the  successful  bidder  the  build- 
ings and  equijjment  now  in  use  at  the  mines,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Government  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract.  The  contractor  must 
yearly  expend  a  minimum  of  30,000  pesetas  (about  $6,000)  in  investi- 
gation work  and  must  install  electric-power  and  potable-water  serv- 
ices at  the  mines.  The  Treasury  will  pay  the  contractor  for  the  im- 
provements made  either  by  amortization  of  5  per  cent  yearly  on  the 
Avorks  and  10  per  cent  on  machinery  or,  if  preferred  by  the  State, 
through  expert  appraisal  of  their  real  value  at  the  time  it  takes 
charge  of  the  improvements. 

The  maximum  life  of  the  contract  is  fixed  at  15  years. 

[A  translation  of  this  law  may  be  Inspected  by  those  lntereste<I  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domostle  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  ofllces  npon 
referring  to  file  No.  82324.] 


It  is  not  generally  recognized  what  an  excellent  market  South 
Africa  is  for  safes.  One  agency  finn  alone  claims  to  be  able  to  place 
1,000  every  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1080  CSOHBfEBOB  BEPOKIB. 

AHEBICAN  aUICESnVES  DTDTTSTBY. 

[Extracts  from  bulletin  of  CoUed  States  Geolotrtcal  Snirey.] 

The  American  quicksilver  industry  continued  to  be  of  more  than 
usual  interest  throrghout  1915,  owing  to  the  large  consumption  of  the 
metal  in  the  niannlncture  of  war  supplies  and  the  generally  pre- 
vailing high  prices  resulting  from  the  great  demand.  Soon  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  foreign  embargoes  on  the  exportation  of 
metdls  made  it  .seem  that  domestic  producers  would  control  the 
market  in  the  United  States  during  the  war,  and  several  shipments 
from  Italy  (made,  it  is  reported,  under  contracts  drawn  prior  to 
the  disturbed  conditions  abroad)  did  not  prevent  a  soaring  market 
through  1915  and  extending  to  March,  1916. 

Prices  for  the  metal  became  so  high  in  February  and  March,  1916, 
that  certain  foreign  (Jovernments  permitted  the  shipment  or  some 
quicksilver  to  thi>  country,  and  thus,  to  a  small  but  important 
extent,  competition  in  the  home  market  between  domestic  and  for- 
eign supplies  was  reestablished,  and  prices  fell  from  $300  per  flask 
in  Febniaiy,  1916,  to  $75  in  August,  1916.  [In  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1916,  the  United  States  imported  for  consumption  554,79§ 
pounds  of  quicksilver,  valued  at  $595,007,  and  exported  232,763 
pounds,  valued  at  $274,086.]  Although,  owing  to  the  efforts  of 
producers  to  make  capacity  output,  some  stocks  have  doubtless  ac- 
cumulated, the  price  of  quicksilver  abroad  will  probably  justify 
exports  from  this  country,  and  cause  reduction  of  stocks  if  the  domes- 
tic quotations  run  much  below  $70.  Therefore  it  would  seem  that 
producers  here  may  count  upon  a  fair  price  for  their  metal,  possibly 
not  below  $1  a  pound,  during  the  war. 

American  Frodnotion  Last  Tear — ^XTses. 

The  quicksilver  mines,  and  piospects  of  the  United  States  were 
under  active  development  in  1915.  Additions  to  reduction  plants 
were  made  at  old  mines  and  retorts  were  put  in  operation  at  promis- 
ing prospects.  Including  small  prospects,  there  were  39  producers 
of  quicksilver  in  the  United  States  in  1915,  against  30  in  1914  and 
24  in  1913.  Thirty-two  of  the  producers  in  1915  were  in  California, 
4  in  Nevada,  and  1  producer  each  in  Arizona,  Oregon,  and  Texas. 
The  output  was  21.033  flasks  of  75  pounds  each,  against  16,548  flasks 
in  1914  and  20.213  flasks  in  1913.  At  the  average  sales  price  reported 
by  the  pmducers  of  $S().8()  per  flask  for  1915  the  output  was  valued  at 
$1,826,912,  against  $811.()80  in  1914  (average  per  flask,  $49.05)  and 
$813,171  in  1913  (average  per  flask,  $40.23).  Compared  with  1914 
the  yield  for  1915  showed  an  increase  of  27  per  cent  in  quantity  and 
125  per  cent  in  value. 

Quick.silver  is  used  mainly  in  the  manufacture  of  fulminate  for 
explosive  caps,  of  drugs  (calomel,  mercuric  chloride,  etc.),  of  paint 
(vermilion),  of  electiical  appliances  and  scientific  apparatus 
(themometers,  barometers,  etc.),  and  in  the  recovery  by  amalgama- 
tion of  precious  metals,  especially  gold.  It  is  little  employed  now- 
adays for  silvering  mirrors,  being  replaced  by  silver  nitrate.  Mer- 
curic oxide  (red  oxide  of  mercury)  has  been  used  as  a  paint  to  a 
considerable  extent  as  an  active  poison  to  prevent  fouling  of  ships' 
bottoms. 
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World  Ontpnt. 

A  full  statement  of  the  world's  output  can  not  be  expected  during 
the  progress  of  the  war  in  Europe.  The  following  table  gives  the 
best  figures  available  at  this  date : 


Country. 

Production,  in  flasks  of  75  pounds. 

IC03 

1907 

21,854 
16,667 
12,424 
3,821 
35,827 

5,879 

1908 

19,752 
18,519 
19,9S9 
1,440 
31, 3M 

5,879 

1909 

21,075 
17,902 
22,C<M 
203 
40,947 

4,409 

1910 

20,601 
20,400 
20,279 

lis 

32,746 
4,409 

1911 

21, '.56 

23.310 

27,3i7 

(«) 

6  43,681 

4,409 

1912 

25,064 

23,016 

2ti,9)!3 

(") 

6  43,799 

4,409 

1913 

20,213 
25,720 
29,513 

6  43°799 

4,409 

1914 

United  Slates 

26,083 
16,901 
12,287 
6,173 
40,002 

6,879 

16,  SIS 

Aostrii-Hungaiy 

Italy :. 

3,%. 

Rnssh 

\:\ 

Spain 

Uexicu  and  other  (ostl- 

w 

Total 

113,445 

95,982 

96,973 

107,203 

104,553 

120,023 

123,271 

121,051 

a  StatlsUcs  not  aTSllable. 


6  Export  figures  only. 


The  general  increase  of  world  output  in  the  period  for  which 
complete  figures  are  available  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  domestic 
industrj',  for  the  total  production  has  been  in  excess  of  the  world's 
demands  and  any  temi>orary  improvement  in  prices  in  this  coimtry 
has  been  checked  by  importations  from  surplus  foreign  supplies 
produced  at  low  cost.  The  production  of  Spain  and  of  Italy  has  been 
increasing  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  famous  Santa  Barbara 
deposits  of  Huanvavelica,  Peru,  have  passed  into  new  hands  and 
may  be  reopened.  The  production  of  quicksilver  from  low-grade 
ores  at  Punitamii,  Chile,  is  reported.  Deposits  of  cinnabar  have 
been  noted  in  Mexico,  but  no  reports  of  recent  operations  have 
reached  the  Survey.  The  Terlingua  field,  of  Brewster  County,  Tex., 
is  said  to  extend  for  a  considerable  distance  into  Mexico,  with 
promise  of  workable  ore  bodies  similar  to  those  on  the  Texas  side  of 
the  border. 

DEPOSITS  OF  TALC  IN  BBAZIL. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottsclialk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Nov.  13.] 

Deposits  of  talc  and  kaolin  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  crystal- 
line rocks,  which  are  of  wide  distribution  in  Brazil.  Some  of  these, 
more  favorably  situated  m  relation  to  transportation  and  markets, 
are  now  being  worked.    Of  these  the  following  may  be  mentioned: 

1.  Near  Rezende,  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  a  very  pure  white 
talc  is  produced,  requiring  little  treatment  before  being  available  as 
a  cosmetic. 

2.  Near  Lorena,  State  of  Sao  Paulo. 

3.  Near  Santo  Amaro,  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  not  far  from  the  city 
of  Sao  Paulo. 

Massive  talc,  or  steatite,  occurs  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
as  near  Itaberaba,  municipio  de  Ouro  Preto,  Varzea  near  Dores  de 
Boa  Esperanca,  and  near  Jacuhy  in  the  western  part  of  Minas 
Geraes.  At  these  places  its  principal  use  is  in  the  manufacture  of 
cooking  utensils,  which  are  turned  out  on  the  lathe  from  the  solid 
block  of  soapstone.  Pans  and  pots  of  this  material  are  specially 
prized  in  Brazil  for  cooking  rice.    It  also  occurs  in  Ceara  and  Goyaz. 

[A  sample  of  Brazilian  talc  may  be  inspecteil  at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  or  its  district  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  S2924.1 
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FBOFOSEB  EBECTION  OF  FHHIFFINE  SUGAB  CElTTBiJiS. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Nor.  10.] 

Twenty-two  planters  of  Silay  and  Saravia,  representing  between 
3,000  and  4,000  hectares  (between  7,500  and  10,000  acres)  of  the  best 
sugar  land  in  Negros,  recently  met  in  the  Bureau  of  Science  Sugar 
Laboratory  at  Iloilo  to  consider  the  possibility  and  desirability  of 
erecting  centrals  in  tliese  districts. 

The  terms  of  a  tentative  contract  were  discussed.  A  contract 
closely  resembling  that  now  in  force  between  the  San  Carlos  Milling 
Co.  and  the  planters  was  found  to  be  most  satisfactory  to  all.  The 
San  Carlos  contract  is  a  very  lengthy  document.  The  obligations 
assumed  by  the  San  Carlos  mill  summarized  are :  To  furnish  a  modem 
mill,  to  transport  the  cane  to  the  mill,  to  make  it  into  96°  sugar,  to 
give  the  planters  a  certain  share  which  has  been  previously  agreed 
upon,  to  store  it  for  a  time,  and,  finally,  to  deliver  the  planters'  share 
of  the  sugar  alongside  the  vessel  when  it  is  sold.  The  planters  in  this 
contract  agi-ee  to  sell  land  to  the  mill  for  a  suitable  mill  site  and  to 
furnish  right  of  way  for  railroad  and  for  water  transportation.  The 
contract  is  for  30  years,  with  an  extension  of  the  time  to  a  total 
period  of  50  years  for  tlie  use  of  the  main  railroad  and  the  water 
supply  by  the  central. 

The  San  Carlos  terms  have  proved  satisfactory  to  both  contracting 
parties,  and  the  terms  of  the  planters  of  Silay  and  Saravia  differ  but 
slightly  from  these.  Each  side  must  furnish  a  bond  of  $30,000  as 
evidence  of  good  faith:  the  company  is  allowed  a  period  of  eight 
months  for  the  infc-tallation  of  machinery;  the  planters  are  allowed 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  the  mill  at  a  reasonable  price  at  the  ex- 
piration of  tlie  contract;  the  companj'  is  to  receive  45  per  cent  of  tiie 
sugar  made  from  the  cane  of  the  contracting  planter;  new  planters 
may  be  admitted  by  the  mutual  consent  on  a  50  per  cent  basis,  the 
extra  5  per  cent  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  company  and  the 
planters;  and  the  milling  season  is  to  extend  over  a  period  of  130 
days,  unless  otherwise  changed  by  mutual  consent  of  the  parties 
concerned. 

Very  few  of  the  planters  present  at  this  meeting  had  ever  visited 
a  large  sugar  central ;  consequently  they  manifested  much  interest  in 
the  \yorking  of  the  modern  central,  which  was  described  by  a 
Bureau  of  Science  representative.  This  meeting  will  undoubtedly 
result  in  the  establishment  of  a  sugar  central  in  this  district  and  will 
lead  to  closer  cooperation  among  the  planters. 

UEBAN  FOFTTLATIGN  OF  ATISTBAIIA. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Not.  14.) 

A  large  percentage  of  the  people  of  Australia  lives  in  the  principal 
cities  of  the  different  States.  Sydney,  with  a  pc5)ulation  of  763,000, 
represents  over  40  per  cent  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales;  Perth, 
with  a  population  of  122,000,  represents  38  per  cent  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Western  Australia;  Brisbane,  with  162,000,  represents  nearly  24 
per  cent  of  the  people  of  Queensland ;  Hobart,  with  40,000,  has  under 
20  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Tasmania ;  Melbourne,  with  a  population 
of  684,000,  contains  48  per  cent  of  the  total  population  or  Victoria; 
and  Adelaide,  with  205,000,  has  over  46  per  cent  of  the  people  of 
South  Australia. 
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THE  ATTSTBALIAIV  EXPOST  TBABE. 

(Consul  Oeneral  J.  I.  Brittaln,  Sydnc;,  Not.  14.] 

A  comparison  of  the  exports  of  the  principal  articles  from  Aus- 
tralia during  the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1916,  with  the  same 
I>eriod  in  1915  shows  striking  variations.  Apart  from  wheat  and 
flour,  the  exports  have  not,  as  a  whole,  expanded,  and  in  a  number  of 
items  the  decreases  have  been  decided.  The  shortage  of  tonnage 
has  aflFected  the  trade,  and  the  coal  strilce  and  other  difficulties  prac- 
tically suspended  shipments  in  this  line.  Shipments  of  beef  are 
reviving,  while  those  of  rabbits  are  far  ahead  of  those  of  mutton. 
The  principal  exports  during  the  September  quarter  of  1915  and 
1916  follows: 


Articles. 


1915 


1918 


Articles. 


1915 


1918 


Wool $22,070,078 

Tallow 504,597 

Sheepskins 1,745,640 

Hides 1,035,389 

Other  skins. 738,434 

Leather. 2,051,253 

Boci 5,182,862 

Mutton 997,019 

Babbits  and  hares 1,308,801 

Tlnnod  meats 1,318,383 


121,711,403 
890,617 

2,065,123 
422,617 
879,625 

1,181,756 

8,489,268 
452,390 

1, 717, 071 
978,205 


Batter 

Wheat 

Flour  » 

Coal 

Concentrates 

SSS!!:::::: 

Ores 

Silver 

Tin 


1316,653 

238 

117,540 

884,963 

1,941,334 

4,182,142 

4,360,627 

853,257 

988,283 

734,841 


1676,288 

10,590,910 

2,953,201 

499,945 

1,389,612 

6,028,583 

4,827,983 

779,348 

6Se,41S 

728,130 


SALE  OF  AMEBICAN  FBUIT  IN  AVSTSAIIA. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittaln,  Sydney,  Not.  11.] 

At  a  recent  national  conference  of  the  Australasian  fruit  growers, 
which  was  held  in  Melbourne,  a  motion  brought  forward  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Fruit  Growers'  Union  asking  for  increased  duty  on 
fruit  entering  Australia  was  defeated,  and  it  was  voted  that  no  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff  Avas  necessary.  This  will  have  an  important  effect 
on  the  sale  of  American  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  etc.,  which  are  now 
being  imported  into  Australia  in  large  quantities. 

Another  motion  adopted  by  the  conference  and  carried  was  that 
the  "Total  prohibition  of  fruit  entering  Australia  should  not  be 
carried  into  effect  unless  there  was  positive  proof  of  actual  danger 
likely  to  be  caused  to  Australian  fruit  growers."  A  member  of  this 
conference  informed  the  writer  that  this  motion  had  special  refer- 
ence to  the  existence  of  "  apple  blotch,"  "  pear  blight,"  and  "  citrus 
canker,"  which  are  said  to  exist  among  the  fruit  in  certain  parts  of 
the  United  States. 

A  further  motion  directed  the  secretary  of  the  conference  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  tlie  authorities  in  the  United  States  the  motion 
of  the  organization  that  "  California  be  urged  to  admit  Australia 
fruits  generally  from  districts  free  from  fruit  fly  or  otiier  diseases." 


Extension  of  Railway  Option  in  Nicaragua. 

The  Niacaraguan  Congress  has  authorized  the  President  to  extend 
to  the  Pacific  Railway  Co.  another  six-months'  option  on  the  construc- 
tion and  management  of  a  railroad  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nicaragua. 
This  privilege,  as  published  in  La  Gaceta  of  September  29,  shows 
that  the  previous  six-months'  option  was  granted  on  December  4, 
1915. 
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SALES  OF  AlOTOKinON  IN  CHINA. 

[Consul  C.  K.  Moscr,  Harbin,  Oct.  13.] 

For  the  importation  of  ammunition  into  China  a  special  perout 
(Hn-choaw)  must  be  procured,  good  for  6  months.  It  must  be  ap- 
plied for  to  tlie  superintendent  of  customs  through  a  consular  agent 
in  the  case  of  a  foreign  importer.  This  permit  when  received  must 
be  presented  to  the  customs  authorities  at  the  port  of  entry  of  the 
goods,  and  in  the  application  the  port  of  entry  must  be  stated  if 
possil)Ie. 

In  Harbin  and  in  territory  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  there 
are  also  regulations  governing  the  sale  of  ammimition,  except  for 
sjjortiug  purpcf=es  (rifle  ammunition  is  considered  sporting  ammuni- 
tion). The  i)Hrchaser  (consumer)  must  present  a  permit  from  the 
local  autliorities  stating  that  he  has  been  permitted  to  carry  a  re- 
volver and  to  purchase  ammunition  to  fit  it.  The  owner  or  dealer 
must  keep  a  book  in  which  are  recorded  the  quantity  of  ammunition 
received  and  the  quantity  sold,  stating  to  whom  sold,  and  in  case  of 
revolver  cartrid{?es  to  whom  and  on  what  permission  (number,  date, 
and  where  permit  used).  In  this  book  the  sales  of  rifle  cartridges 
also  are  recorded,  but  no  permit  to  purchase  is  necessary.  Only  tiie 
name  and  address  of  the  purchaser  are  required.  These  books  are 
liable  to  ins))ection  at  any  moment. 
American  Sales  and  Advertising  Practices. 

Harbin  has  no  rifle  or  gun  club.  American  manufacturers  are  sell- 
ing only  on  orders  received  from  dealers  here.  American  firms  leave 
their  advertising  to  the  local  stores.  They  send  advertising  material 
for  Mindows,  etc. 

Jfost  of  the  ammunition  arriving  here  comes  through  Dairen 
(Dalny),  as  there  are  many  hindrances  to  shipping  goods  to  Harbin 
to  be  transshipped  through  Vladivostok,  especially  at  present.  There 
are  difficulties  in  shipment  to  Dairen  also,  because  the  rules  of  the 
South  Manchuria  Eailway  require  all  explosives  to  be  loaded  into 
separate  cars,  no  matter  what  the  quantity  may  be.  If  there  is  les 
than  a  carload,  the  shipper  must  still  pay  for  a  5-ton  shipment. 

American  shippers  employ  their  customary  packing,  but  heavy 
articles  should  be  packed  m  small  cases  to  be  handled  by  one  man,  as 
there  are  no  modern  means  of  handling  here. 

The  classes  of  ammunition  sold  most  extensively  in  this  district  are 
as  follows : 

Shotcjun  shells. — Gauges  12,  10,  20,  lengths  65  and  70  millimeters, 
loaded  with  black  and  smokeless  powders,  black  mostly  in  demand, 
and  with  shot  as  follows,  in  sequence  according  to  demand:  (1)  Rus- 
sian shot,  sizes  3,  4,  5,  6,  for  ducks;  (2)  Russian  shot,  sizes  000,  00,  0, 
1,  2,  for  geese;  (.3)  Russian  shot,  sizes  7,  8,  9j  10,  for  snipe,  etc.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  the  exact  American  shot  sizes.  There  is,  however, 
a  very  small  demand  for  factory-loaded  shells,  primers,  and  wads. 
At  present  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  powder.  Formerly  black  pow- 
der of  Russian  make  was  used,  and  German  smokeless  powders  were 
in  demand,  chiefly  Hoslacher  I?ulverfabrik,  trade-mark  "  Pheasant," 
or  "  Fasan." 
Cartridges  for  Revolvers  and  Bifles. 

Cartridges. — In  demand  for  automatic  pistols:  Caliber  7.65  mm. 
(.32),  Browning,  etc.;  caliber  6.35  mm.  (.25),  Browning,  etc.;  caliber 
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9  mm.  (.38) ,  Browning,  etc. ;  caliber  7.63,  for  Mauser.  For  revolvers : 
Caliber  .22,  Smith  &  Wesson  and  others;  caliber  .32,  Smith  &  Wes- 
son and  others;  caliber  .38,  Smith  &  Wesson  and  others;  caliber  for 
Velodog  revolvers.  For  rifles:  Calibers  .22,  .22  long,  .22  BB  cap, 
and  CB  cap ;  also  hollow  pointed ;  calibers  .32  and  .32  long ;  calibers 
.38  and  .38  long;  caliber  .30-RO  long;  calibers  .320,  .380,  .32-40,  and 
.38-55. 

The  sale  of  ammunition  is  all  at  retail,  as  certain  regulations  are  in 
force  prohibiting  its  sale  in  large  quantities. 

The  duty  on  ammunition  is  approximately  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

[A  report  from  Slmnghal  on  arms  and  ammunition  in  China  was  published  In 
CoMMEBCE  Kepobts  for  Oct.  12,  1016.] 


AMEBICAN  CONSITLAB  OFilCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam*. 


Post. 


Expin- 

tlODOf 

venue. 


Address. 


Albert  JUbotJ 

Brett,  Homer 

Bueklin,  George  A 

Cbamberlbi,  Qeorge  £. 


Deldiman,  Carl  F. 
Dow,  Edward  A... 


Kager,  Oeorge  Eogcne. 
Oamoo,  John  A 


BtDonr,  Qttmmj . . . 
La  Oualra,  Venezu^ 

Bordeaux,  Fnoce 

Oeorgetown,  Ouiana. . 


Santos,  Braiil. 
St.     Stephen, 
Branswtek. 
Barmen,  Oormany, 
Cortnto,  Nicaragua. 


Dec.  25 

Feb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 


New 


fan. 
Jan. 


Jan. 
Dec. 


31 


Banson,  Oeoree  C. . 
jeoktns,  Douglas... 
Latham,  Charles  L. 
Listoe,  Soren 


Sauer,  Emil 

Smith,  James  A 

a^aggBrt,  a.  RusselL. 


Watsoo,  John  J.  C 

WUlrich,  Gobhard 

Waddell,  Alexander  W. 


Svatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia..; 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether 

lands. 
Colo^^ne,  Germany. . . 

Calcutta,  India 

Cornwall,  Ontario 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athen3,  Grecco 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  15 
..do.... 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  IS 
Dec  20 

Dec.  25 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Department  of  State,  Washingtoo,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Cbomberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  SOI  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
12» UataiStreet,  Bridgeport, Coon. 
Department  of  State,  Washlngtoo.  D.  CL 
The  Mendota,  Washmgton,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
1104   Euclid  Street  NW.,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
2236  Q  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  Slate  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


GOVEENMENT  PTJBUCATIONS  FOR  SAHB. 

The  foUoAving  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  December  16 : 

Investigation  of  Cartridge-inclosed  Fuses  (Standard  Technologic  Paper  74). — 
Besnlts  of  inquiry  by  n  committee  of  technical  experts  of  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, acting  OS  referee  on  the  question  of  Are  and  accident  hazard  of  the 
SSconomy  reQiiable  fuse  as  compared  with  approved  fuses.    Price,  55  cents. 

The  Orayfiih  (Fislieries  Bureau  Economic  Circular  22). — Contains  desa-ip- 
tiOD  and  a  number  of  recipes  of  a  fish  which  has  recently  come  Into  prominence 
on  account  of  its  tow  cost,  yet  high  grade,  rich  and  wholesome  quality.  Prioe^ 
5  cents. 
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eauways  in  switzeeland. 

[Vice  Consul  James  L.  A.  Burrell,  St.  Gall.] 

Railroads  vere  introduced  in  Switzerland  in  1844  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  Basel-St.  Ludwig  line.  The  Zurich-Baden  line  fol- 
lowed in  1847.  By  18G0  there  were  1,000  kilometers  (621  miles)  of 
normal-gauge  lines  in  use,  and  in  1912  their  length  reached  3,500 
kilometers  (2,175  miles). 

The  Swiss  normal-gauge  railroads  (also  the  narrow-gauge  Briinig 
Railroad)  are  to-day  for  the  most  part  the  property  of  the  Swiss 
Confederation.  The  Swiss  people  decided  October  15, 1897,  by  a  vote 
of  386,634  against  182,178,  to  purchase  the  railroads.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century  the  principal  valley  lines  passed  over  to 
the  Confederation ;  in  1909,  the  Gotthard  Railroad.  At  present  the 
Confederation  owns  2,670  kilometers  (lj659  miles)  of  the  5,679  kilo- 
meters (3,529  miles)  of  the  entire  Swiss  railroad  system,  narrow- 
gauge,  street  railways,  and  fimiculars  included. 

The  total  length  of  the  narrow-gauge  railways  at  the  end  of  1912 
was  1,137  kilometers  (706  miles) ;  of  the  cog-wheel  railroads,  152 
kilometers  (94  miles) ;  of  the  street  railways,  439  kilometers  (273 
miles) ;  and  of  the  funiculars,  47  kilometers  (29  miles).  The  total 
cost  of  construction  of  the  State  railways  at  the  end  of  1912  was 
$248,313,220;  of  the  private  normal  and  narrow  gauge  railways, 
$84,341,000;  of  the  street  railways,  $14,282,000;  and  of  the  funiculars, 
$5,790,000. 

Beceipts  and  Expenditures — Sivldends. 

The  receipts  of  the  normal-gauge,  narrow-gauge,  and  cogwheel 
railways  in  Switzerland  for  1913  totaled  $49,776,410,  or  $15,936  per 
mile;  the  expenditures  in  that  year  amounted  to  $33,383,457,  or 
$10,670  per  mile.  In  1914 — ^the  latest  complete  year  for  which  data 
are  available — receipts  amounted  to  $42,420,582,  or  $13,193  per  mile, 
and  expenditures  to  $31,860,412,  or  $9,892  per  mile.  Tjie  Swiss  rail- 
ways have  suffered  severely  tlirough  the  war,  as  the  following  state- 
ment of  receipts  for  January-June  of  the  last  three  years  disclsses : 


Hallways. 


State 

Private: 

Normal-gauge. 

Narrow-gauge, 

Cogwheel 

Street 

Total 


Beceipts,  January-June— 


19U 


122, 208,  U2 

l,96l,l«l 

2,317,980 

323,900 

2,183,074 


28,994,727 


1913 


118,975,967 

1,849,393 

1,422,499 

50,770 

1,751,647 


23,8(0,276 


1916 


119,682,348 

1,817,063 

1,701,185 

86, 601 

2,053,n5 


25,320,911 


The  average  dividends  of  the  private  railroads  are  very  small, 
amounting  in  1912  in  the  case  of  the  normal  and  narrow  gauge  rail- 
ways to  1.7  per  cent;  street  railways,  2.9  per  cent;  and  funiculars,  2 
per  cent.  The  State  railroads  have  been  able  up  to  the  present  to 
pay  the  interest  on  capital  and  loans,  but  only  in  the  last  few  years 
have  they  yielded  profits.  The  many  improvements  necessary — 
double  tracks  (only  15  per  cent  of  the  system  has  double  tracks,  as 
opposed  to  43  per  cent  in  France  and  88  per  cent  in  (Jermany),  sta- 
tions, improvements  in  rolling  stock,  etc. — will  reduce  the  profits  of 
the  State  railways  for  some  tune  to  come. 
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Country  Well  Served  by  Bailways. 

The  basis  of  the  Swiss  railroad  system  is  the  cross  formed  by  the 
line  running  from  the  Lake  of  Geneva  to  Lake  Constance  and  the 
transverse  line  from  and  to  the  Rhine,  Basel-Lucerne,  and  Basel- 
Berne.  The  normal-gauge  railroad  system  can,  in  general,  be  con- 
sidered as  complete;  with  the  exception  of  a  line  to  the  eastern  Alps, 
no  important  link  is  missing.  The  traffic  in  tlie  west  is  cared  for 
by  the  Simplon  and  Lotschberg  lines,  but  Geneva  desires  direct  con- 
nection with  Paris  by  a  tunnel  through  the  Faucille.  The  Gotthard 
line  serves  the  central  traffic  and  that  of  a  great  part  of  eastern 
Switzerland.  The  traffic  from  east  to  west  is  cared  for  in  the  north 
by  the  Ehine  line  from  Chur- Basel  to  Delle.  The  central  part  of  the 
country  has  the  long  Romanshorn  and  Rorschach-Geneva  line.  The 
Lake  Constance-Berner  Oberland  line  leads  across  the  lower  Alps 
and  through  the  Simmental  and  the  Berne  and  Fribourg  Alps  to  the 
Lake  of  Geneva. 

The  Briinig  and  Montreux-Berner  Oberland  Railroads  are  nar- 
row gauge.  The  line  which  will  in  a  few  years  connect  the  Canton 
GrauDiinden  with  the  Canton  Valais  via  Oberalp  and  Furka  will 
be  entirely  narrow  gauge.  The  narrow-gauge  Rhatische  Railroad 
connects  Chur  with  Disentis,  and  from  there  the  newly-built  Ober- 
alp-Furka  Railroad  leads  down  to  Brig  via  Andermatt  and  Gletsch. 
A  narrow-gauge  railroad  is  to  be  built  over  the  Bernhardin  down 
to  Missox,  where  it  will  connect  with  the  Tessin  system;  from  here 
further  connections  with  the  Canton  Valais  are  planned,  so  that  the 
southern  part  of  the  country  will  also  be  connected  from  east  to 
west. 

Unes  to  be  Electrified. 

The  most  important  narrow-gauge  railway  system  is  that  of  the 
Rhatische  Bahn,  Canton  of  Graubiinden,  in  the  St.  Gall  consular 
district,  in  which  the  Canton  exercises  decisive  influence,  as  it  owns 
a  majority  of  the  stock.  The  Confederation  contributed  $2,509,000 
to  the  cost  of  this  railway.  The  road  connects  the  valleys  of  Grau- 
biinden and  make  such  resorts  as  St.  Moritz  and  Davos  easily  ac- 
cessible. 

In  the  next  few  years  the  St.  Gotthard  Railroad  will  be  electrified. 
Electric  power  is  already  used  on  the  Lotschbergbahn  and  in  the 
Simplon  Tunnel,  and  on  several  minor  lines.  It  is  planned  to 
electrify  gradually  all  the  State  railways.  The  Rhatische  Bahn  is 
also  to  be  electrified.  The  street  railways  of  Switzerland  arc,  almost 
without  exception,  electric. 
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DISTBICT  orncES. 

KEir  TOBS :  Boom  409,  Cutomhoue. 

BOSTON:  1801  CBstomhoaie. 

CHICAGO:  604  Federal  Bulldlns. 

ST.  LOmS:  403  TUrd  Nttlonl  Bsak  Bolldlas. 

AIXiHTA:  SSI  Pott  OBee  Bntldlaf. 

HBW  OBLEAlfB:  lOSO  Htborals  Baak  BilMlif. 

SAS  FBAKCISCO:  807  CutoiBboiie. 

SEITTLE:  818  HtHrr  BiUdlig. 


COOrERATIYE  OFFICES. 

CLETELAXD :  Cbainber  of  Conuaerce. 
CniCIAKATI :  fbimbrr  of  Commerce. 
CISCINSATl:  C,  K.  0.  *  T.  P.  Bj.  Co. 
LOS  AKflBLES:  Chamber  of  Commtree. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Ckamber  of  Commerce. 
CBATrA!«00«A!  South  American  kftui,  Soath- 

en  Uj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBEG.:  Chamber  of  Commerco. 
DATTON :  Greater  Dairton  AnoelaUoa. 
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FOBEIGN  TBAOE  OFFOBTUJilTIUS: 

BcEerrcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcaa  and  its  «iatiiet  ofllces.     Bequest 
for  eacb  opportunity  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  state  omortiialty  Mamb^t. 

The  Bnrean  docs  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  sCandlns 
of  foreign  Inqulrpra ;  tbe  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  coses.  Sjiobols  r 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bnrean. 


Machinery,    tannine 23.1H 

Machines,   sewing 2X119 

Mirrors 23319 

N     utr- 23:J19 

K. •.Ml  Irs 23319 

Niiveltlcs 23300 

OIU.  mineral 2:1318 

OlHcc   supplies 23309,2.3.^19 

IVrfumcry 23309 

Bazors 23319 

Sp.edomctei-s 23316 

S:ntlnKS 23309 

Suspenders 23319 

Watches  and  chains 23319 


Agency 2:r;t7 

Itrusbes 2330!>,  2:;    19 

fanned    goods 2      10 

Chemical  products 2:  .12 

Clothing 23300,  2;..;IU 

Cutlery 2:;.!  10 

Dolls 2a.tl9 

Drills,    metal 2.-.:;l3 

Dyes 2.;:i0» 

Kood  products SfnlO 

Garters 2.'::  19 

Hosiery 23309,2:     15 

Ink 2;;    M) 

Kitchen   utensils 2:;. ,09 

Machinery,   extracting 2o:Jll 

23309.t — A  Reneral  commission  and  paper  firm  in  Brazil,  with  a  branch  office 

In  the  United  States,  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 

and  exporters  of  men's  suitings,  hosiery,  underwear,  shirtings,  perfumery, 

■  novelties,   buttons,   dyes.   Inks,   stationery,   office   supplies,   brushes,   and 

kitchen  utensils.    References. 

23310.* — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for  wliolesale  quanUtles  of 
canned  flsb,  lobster,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  meat;  lard,  hams,  and  tongues. 
Quotations  sliould  be  made  c.  I.  f.  French  or  Italian  port.  Payment  will 
be  made  against  documents.    Correspondence  ipay  be  In  English.    Reference. 

23311.t — A  man  In  Salvador  desires  full  Information  relative  to  the  requisite 
machinery  for  extracting  alkaloids  from  cinchona,  and  metliods  of  packing 
quinine  for  export. 

23312.* — A  merchant  in  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  chemical  products  used  In 
photography.  Ue  also  wishes  to  entertain  an  agency  proposition.  Prices 
should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Spanish  port.  The  goods  are  to  be  purchased  on 
credit.    Correspondence  In  English.    References. 

23313.* — A  firm  In  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for  metal  drills  in  sizes  of  1  to 
20  millimeters.  Illustrations  of  the  kind  of  drills  desired  may  be  Inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  82533.)  QuotaUons 
should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Kuroi)ean  port.  Ca.sh  will  be  paid  against  documents. 
Correspoiuleuce  in  Krench  or  German.    References. 

23314.* — A  company  in  Brazil  would  like  to  have  catalogues  of  tanning  ma- 
chinery, together  wltli  price  lists,  terms,  etc.  Time  required  for  delivery 
should  be  statetl. 

23315.* — A  commission  agent  In  France  wishes  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers anC.  exporters  of  women's  hosiery.  Prices  sliould  be  quoted  c.  L  f. 
Frencli  iwrt.    Correspondence  in  English.    References. 

23316.* — A  man  In  5^pain  is  in  the  market  for  speedometers  for  automobiles. 
Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  American  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  upon 
receipt  of  goods.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

23317.t — A  man  In  Cuba  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers.  No 
particular  line  of  ^oods  is  specifletl.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Ileferences. 

2331.8.* — A  merchant  in  Switzerland  wishes  to  Import  33.000  pounds  of  American 
mineral  oils.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Marseille  or  Cette.  Cash 
will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  In  French  or  German. 
References. 

23319.* — A  man  in  Brazil  is  In  the  market  for  dolls,  mirrors,  neckties,  penhold- 
ers, pencll.s,  shirts,  watches  and  chains,  suspenders,  garters,  cutlery,  razors, 
brushes,  women's  and  children's  clothing,  needles,  and  sewing  machines. 
Correspondence  In  Portuguese.    References. 

WA8HIN0I0N  :  GOrEKKinNT  FBIKTISG  OVrtCI :  Ml* 
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EXPOETATION  OF  WINE  FROM  DENMARK. 

The  American  minister  at  Copenhagen  states  that  the  British  au- 
thorities are  now  requiring  guaranties  that  American  as  well  as 
Spanish  wines  imported  into  Denmark  will  not  be  reexported. 

IMPORTING  BOX  AND  CASE  BOARDS  INTO  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Oct.  0.] 

In  some  quarters  in  the  United  States  there  has  been  a  tendency  to 
interpret  the  willingness  of  the  British  Government  to  permit  the 
importation  of  box  and  case  boards  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No. 
21,  p.  178)  as  entitling  exporters  to  ship  to  this  country  lumber  of 
the  dimensions  ordinarily  used  for  the  manufacture  of  boxes  and 
cases  produced  from  hard  woods.  Other  manufacturers  have  been 
disposed  to  consider  coffins,  trunks,  and  perhaps  other  articles,  as 
boxes  and  cases.  Information  has  been  received  from  tlie  Controller 
of  Import  Restrictions  that  permission  will  I)e  granted  to  import 
only  such  box  and  case  boards  as  are  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
common  packing  cases,  and  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  intending 
importer  satisfy  the  controller  that  this  is  the  case  and  give  assur- 
ances that  the  lumber  will  be  used  only  for  such  purposes. 

[The  genernl  import  prohibition  on  initnufactiires  of  wootl  wa.s  inotlified  as 
regarcJs  boards  for  boxes  and  ctiscs.  according  to  it  proclamation  issued  in 
June,  1016.] 

AMERICAN  COTTON  GINNED. 

A  preliminary  report  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census 
shows  that  the  number  of  running  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the 
growth  of  1916  prior  to  December  13,  1916,  counting  round  as  half 
bales  and  excluding  linters,  was  10,845,989,  compared  with  10,306,309 
bales  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915,  and  13,972,2-29  for  the 
period  in  1914.  The  statistics  include  183,403  round  bales  for  1916: 
100,925  bales  for  1915;  42,796  for  1914.  The  number  of  sea-island 
bales  included  is  110,448  for  1916;  84,110  for  1915;  and  71,401  for 
1914.  The  distribution  of  sea-island  cotton  for  1916,  by  States,  is: 
Florida,  34,728;  Georgia,  73,395;  and  South  Carolina,  2,325. 
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AIOIRICAN  PTJBCHASES  OF  TEXTILE  GOODS  FROM  BBADFOSS. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Biudford,  Eaglond,  Dec.  7.] 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the 
Bradfoi'd  consular  district  for  November  was  $1,387,415,  a  decrease 
of  $1,501,496  as  compared  with  November,  1915.  This  decrease,  how- 
ever, is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  total  absence,  on  account  of 
the  embargo,  of  shipments  of  raw  fleece  wool,  which  amounted  in 
November,  1915,  to  $1,772,590. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  shipments  of  wool  noils  and  wastes, 
the  comparative  figures  being  $16,853  last  month  and  $56,785  in 
November,  1915.  No  wool  tops  were  shipped  last  month,  and  there 
was  a  decline  in  mohair  tops  from  $12,702  to  $4,378. 

Wool  yarn,  consisting  chiefly  of  mixtures  of  wool  and  mohair, 
increased  from  $824  to  $2,748,  while  mohair  yam  showed  a  marked 
advance  from  $1,864  to  $45,354. 

Spun  silk  yam,  owing  to  the  present  restrictions  on  exports  of  the 
white  silk  yam  and  other  causes,  declined  from  $77,294  to  $59,485. 
Prices  for  such  yarn  have  been  steadily  advancing  during  the  year, 
and  at  present  they  stand  at  a  higher  figure  than  the  trade  nas  known 
for  many  years,  it  ever  before. 

Cotton  yarns  increased  from  $13,527  to  $27,641;  these  consisted 
chiefly  of  counts  above  50  and  ranging  to  over  100. 

Shipments  of  Worsted,  Woolen,  Mohair,  and  Cotton  Cloths. 

Worsted  cloths  continue  to  decline  on  account  of  the  high  prices 
now  prevailing  which  have  operated  against  the  placing  of  fredi 
orders.  The  exports  in  November,  1915,  were  valued  at  $82,479  and 
last  month  only  $39,529.  A  large  proportion  of  these  cloths  are  for 
shoe-top  purposes. 

Woolen  cloths,  chiefly  fancy  woven  and  for  use  for  women's  cloaks, 
etc.,  increased  to  $83,978  as  compared  with  $76,992. 

Mohair  cloths  declined  from  $104,912  to  $96,189,  and  wool  dress 
goods,  coat  linings,  etc.,  fell  off  from  $167,777  to  $99,829. 

The  item  of  principal  interest  for  last  month  is  the  marked  increase 
in  shipments  of  cotton  cloths,  chiefly  cotton  linings,  dyed  and  mer- 
cerized, which  advanced  from  $376,096  in  November,  1915,  to  $716,968. 


HERSET  BOARD  INCREASES  DOCK  RATES  AITO  DITES. 

[Vice  Consul  Hugh  11.  Watson,  Liverpool,  England,  Not.  24.] 

The  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbor  Board  has  officially  announced  an 
increase  of  15  per  cent  in  rates  and  dues,  making  a  total  increase 
on  published  rates  of  25  per  cent.  The  Inst  previous  advance  was 
one  of  10  per  cent  on  December  1, 1911. 

The  board  also  has  decided  to  alter  transit  rates  so  that  foreign 
goods  imported  for  export  to  foreign  ports  will  henceforth  pay  the 
inward  dfock  and  town  dues,  and  oe  exempted  from  outwani  dues. 
The  concession  allowed  to  foreign  goods  imported  for  export  to  coast- 
wise ports,  of  one-half  of  the  inward  dues,  will  be  withdrawn.  The 
advanced  rates  and  the  alteration  in  the  transit  charges  will  come 
into  effect  on  January  1,  1917. 
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SILO  UACHDTEBY  FOB  ABOENTINA. 

(Commercial  Agent  Frank  IT.  von  Motz,  Baenos  Aires,  Nov.  4.] 

Drought  and  the  ravages  of  locusts  have  so  reduced  pasturage  and 
the  avaihible  supplies  of  fodder  iii  Argentina  during  tlve  past  two 
montlis  that  the  attention  of  planters  and  stock  raisers  has  been 
focused  on  the  feeding-stuff  question  anil  the  advantages  of  silos  are 
being  discussed  with  new  vigor.  I  am  told  that  many  silos  of  re- 
inforced concrete  are  being  erected  by  local  contractors,  and  that  in 
this  climate  they  are  preferred  to  imported  wootl  or  steel  silos  and 
can  be  built  more  cheaply.  However  that  may  be,  the  machinery 
for  preparing  ensilage  and  for  filling  the  silos  will  have  to  be  im- 
ported, and  several  American  factories  have  already  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  sale  of  this  class  of  machinery  here.  To  get  the  best 
results  it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  introduction  of  silo  ma- 
chinery very  carefully,  for  the  volume  of  business  that  any  manu- 
facturer will  obtain  within  the  next  two  or  three  years  will  depend 
largely  on  the  amount  of  educational  work  he  is  willing  to  do. 
Havuig  a  man  on  the  ground,  one  who  thoroughly  understands  the 
work  and  who  knows  how  to  assist  the  Buenos  Aires  jobber,  will  be 
one  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  extending  sales. 

When  I  wrote  a  report  on  silos  last  May,  I  gave  the  opinions  of 
those  who  had  been  closely  identified  with  the  importation  of  imple- 
ments and  farm  machinery  for  many  years.  Their  opinions  were  no 
doubt  based  on  information  gathered  from  their  own  salesmen  and 
from  estancieros  (farmers).  At  that  time  none  of  them  thought  the 
silo  business  would  reach  even  moderate  proportions.  That  the  situ- 
ation has  changed  is  apparent  to  everyone  and  the  reason  for  the 
wide  difference  in  opinion  is  that  the  cattlemen,  having  experienced 
ample  rainfalls  for  several  years,  did  not  look  far  enough  ahead  and 
think  what  they  would  do  in  a  dry  year  like  the  present  one. 

It  has  been  stated  by  those  who  are  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  silo  business  that  a  ton  of  ensilage  of  green  Indian 
corn  can  be  prepared  in  Argentina  for  approximately  $0.90  American 
gold,  as  compared  with  the  $35  to  $40  a  ton  now  asked  for  idfalfa. 

[Tlie  earlier  report  to  which  Mr.  von  Jlotz  refers  was  incorporated  in  his 
moiiograpli,  "  Marlfets  for  Agriculturnl  Implements  and  Mnchinery  in  Argen- 
tina," publishe<l  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Connuerrc  as  Special 
Agents  Series,  No.  125,  and  obtainable  froui  any  of  the  branch  oflioes  of  the 
bureau  or  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Ofllce, 
Wa.'jhington,  D.  O.    Price,  10  cents.] 


CHINESE  LECTTJKES  ON  FOEESTRY. 

[John  H.  Arnold,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Oct.  24.] 

Popular  lectures  on  the  importance  of  forestry  to  China  have  re- 
cently been  given  in  Peking  under  the  auspices  of  the  Cliinese  Forest 
Service,  of  which  an  American,  formerly  Chief  of  the  Philippine 
Bureau  of  Forestry,  is  codirector.  The  lectures  have  l)een  given  by 
a  Chinese  official  of  the  service,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Yale  Forest 
School  and  has  published  valuable  material  in  Chinese  on  the  subject 
They  are  accompanied  by  an  exhibition  of  Chinese  woods. 
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SOTTTH  AFSICA  DISCUSSES  GOLD  OUTLOOK 

[Consul  General  George  II.  Murphy,  Cape  Town,  Not.  3.] 

A  discussion  of  the  two  questions  of  prices  and  gold  supply  ap- 
peared this  week  in  the  Cape  Times  under  the  topic  "The  Gold  Out- 
look." A  resume  of  varying  opinions  regarding  the  possible  relation 
between  gold  production  and  prices  is  ^ven,  and  the  effect  of  present 
world  conditions  upon  the  prospects  for  future  development  on  the 
Band  is  a  subject  of  comment.    The  newspaper's  statement  in  part  is : 

In  his  evidence  before  the  State  Mining  Commission,  Prof.  R.  A.  Lehfeldt  of 
the  South  African  School  of  Mines,  .advanced  the  proposition  that  It  was  wise 
to  be  cautious  In  mining  development  on  the  Hand  until  the  economic  horizon 
had  cleared.  His  hypothesis  Is  that  for  20  years  past  there  has  been  a  large 
overproduction  of  gold,  and  that  the  rise  In  prices  has  been  the  result  of  that 
overproduction.  Prices  are  high  to-day,  and  he  anticipates  that  they  will  re- 
main at  a  high  level  for  a  considerable  period  after  the  war.  Hence,  his  argu- 
ment runs.  It  would  be  good  policy  to  nurse  the  gold  output  If  it  is  increased 
as  the  result  of  new  development,  the  level  of  prices  will  tend  to  remain  high, 
and  gold  mining  will  become  comparatively  unprofitable. 

Prof.  Lehfeldt's  theory  rests  mainly  on  the  assumption  that  there  has  beea  la 
the  past  20  years  an  overproduction  of  gold.  But  it  Is  a  position  which  has  not 
been  universally  conceded  by  economists.  A  vast  number  of  factors  l>efore  the 
war  were  operating  to  raise  prices;  not  the  least  Important  among  them  was 
the  general  rise  in  the  standard  of  living  and  the  increased  wages  won  by  the 
producers.  W.  T.  Layton,  whose  "  Study  of  prices "  embodies  the  results  of 
very  extensive  statistical  research,  compiled  three  years  ago  a  chart  showing 
the  production  of  gold  over  a  period  of  127  years  In  relation  to  an  index  nombe: 
representing  the  average  price  of  a  large  number  of  commodities.  The  chart 
shows  only  a  very  shadowy  correspondence  between  the  production  of  gold  and 
the  price  of  commodities,  though  it  is  true  enough  that  at  the  time  of  the  Cali- 
fornlan  and  Australian  gold  discoveries  there  was  a  very  sharp  general  rise 
in  prices. 

Temporary  Svspension  Snring  Sonth  African  War. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  supporting  Prof.  L«hfeldt's  view,  we  have  the  fact 
that,  according  to  De  Launay,  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  Transvaal  gold 
output  during  the  South  African  War  was  followed  In  1906  by  a  scarcity  of 
money  such  as  had  not  been  known  for  20  years,  with  a  consequent  rise  In  the 
value  of  gold.  These  effects  speedily  passed  with  the  resumption  of  the  industry 
on  the  Rand,  and  they  certainly  Illustrated  the  world-wide  Influence  of  the 
South  African  gold  output  upon  prices.  But  In  the  past  10  years— we  are  not 
spealcing  of  the  present  war  period — there  has  been  a  vast  expansion  of  inter- 
national trade  and  exchange,  and  if  the  margin  between  adequate  production 
and  underproduction  was  sufficiently  narrow  in  1900-1906  for  the  suspension  of 
the  Rand  output  to  produce  considerable  dislocation.  It  is  hardly  credible  that  the 
world's  gold  production  to-day  exceeds  so  greatly  the  world's  requirements  as 
to  affect  materially  the  level  of  prices. 

Many  shrewd  bankers  are  of  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  war  terminates 
there  will  bo  an  unparalleled  scramble  for  gold.  But  presumably  the  gold  can 
be  obtained  only  by  production  for  export.  In  other  words,  there  seems  likely 
to  be  an  Intense  Industrial  activity,  leading  to  a  fall  in  prices  as  supply  adjusts 
Itself  to  demand.  If  such  a  prognostication  is  correct,  then  Prof.  Lehfeldt's 
fears  for  the  future  are  not  likely  to  be  realized.  With  prices  falling  to  a  pre- 
war level,  Rand  working  costs,  which  have  shown  themselves  on  the  whole 
remarkably  unsu.sceptible  even  to  the  present  high  level  of  prices,  may  be 
expected  to  show  at  any  rate  no  increase,  and  the  difficulty  is  more  likely  to 
be  a  difliculty  of  securing  capital  than  n  rise  in  working  costs  to  a  point 
rendering  gold  mining  unprofitable. 

Necessarily,  however,  all  speculations  as  to  tlie  course  of  events  after  the 
close  of  the  war  must  be  mere  speculations.  The  uncertainty  of  the  economic 
outlook  might  reasonably  be  urged  as  a  good  reason  for  caution  in  any  State 
gold-mining  venture,  but  In  the  absence  of  evidence  very  much  more  conclusive 
than  has  yet  been  advanced.  It  Is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  danger  of  over- 
production ^vIll  act  as  a  deterrent  to  those  who  have  already  made  up  their 
minds  that  the  prospects  on  the  East  Rand  offer  a  reasonably  sound  ooenUig 
for  the  Investment  of  capital.  ^ 
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LIST  OF  SEAOOING  VESSELS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

"  Seagoing  A'essels  of  the  United  States  with  official  numbers  and 
signal  lettei*s,"  edition  of  1916,  has  been  published  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Navigation.    This  is  the  forty-eighth  annual  list 
of  such  vessels  prepared  by  the  United  States,  and  is  the  thirty-third  * 
annual  list  submitted  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

The  volume  constitutes  Part  VI  of  the  list  of  merchant  vessels  of 
the  Ilnited  States  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916.  It  is  designed 
especially  for  the  use  of  signal  stations  and  the  masters  of  such  ves- 
sels. The  vessels  that  have  distinguishing  signal  letters  are  classed 
as  follows:  Seagoing  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States;  yachts; 
seagoing  merchant  vessels  arranged  according  to  names  of  owners; 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Navy,  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  the  Engineer 
Corps,  the  Coast  Guard,  the  Lighthouse  Service,  the  Coast  .and 
Geodetic  Survey,  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  and  the  Bureau  of  Navi- 
gation; lists  of  merchant,  Navy,  Army,  and  Coast  Guard  vessels 
equipped  with  radio  apparatus,  and  stations  belonging  to  the  Army 
and  Navy. 

Information  relating  to  merchant  vessels  includes  official  number 
of  the  vessels,  signal  letters^  rig  (with  decks  and  masts),  name, 
tonnage  (gross  and  net),  register  dimensions  (length,  breadth,  and 
depth),  year  built,  place  where  it  was  built,  home  port,  and  name  of 
managing  owner.  There  are  colored  plates  of  the  flags  of  various 
countries  and  shipping  lines. 

Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C, 
at  25  cents  each. 

BEANCHES  OF  JAPANESE  BANES  ABBOAD. 

(Weekly  Bulletin  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Dec.  11.] 

The  Nichi  Nichi,  in  an  article  dealing  with  Japan's  future  as  a 
commercial  nation,  approves  the  schemes  of  the  Yokohama  Specie 
Bank  and  other  leading  banking  institutions  to  open  branches  or 
agencies  abroad.  Already  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  has  estab- 
lished a  branch  in  Singapore,  the  Bank  of  Taiwan  in  New  York, 
and  the  Sumitomo  Bank  m  San  Francisco.  The  Mitsui  Bank  and 
other  institutions  are  likely  soon  to  follow  suit.  In  this  connection 
the  paper  ventures  the  opinion  that  the  leading  banks  will  imme- 
diately establish  branches  in  Eussia,  India,  South  America,  Aus- 
tralia, and  various  places  in  the  Soutli  Pacific,  where,  as  a  result  of 
the  continuation  of  the  war,  new  markets  have  recently  been  found 
for  Japanese  articles.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Japanese  banks  follow 
the  example  set  by  the  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Banking  Corpora- 
tion and  invest  funds  in  various  productive  enterprises  carried  on 
either  by  foreigners  or  Japanese  or  conjointly.  The  future  of  Japan 
depends  upon  the  development  of  its  foreign  trade,  and  to  attain 
this  end  nothing  can  be  more  effective  than  the  investment  of  funds 
in  foreign  countries  where  there  are  lucrative  markets  for  Japanese 
articles. 

The  engineering  workshops  throughout  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
are  equipped  with  machine  tools  and  appliances  utilizing  about 
26,000  brake  horsepower. 
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SHOE  Aim  LEATHEB  IHDnSTBY  OF  OVATEKAUL 

[Consul  Samnel  C.  Beat,  Guatemala  City,  Dec  4.] 

During  the  year  1915,  Guatemala  imported  boots,  shoes,  and 
leather  to  the  value  of  $94,660,  of  which  $87,199  worth  were  brou^t 
from  the  United  States,  $2,145  worth  from  Germany,  $2,047  worth 
from  England,  and  the  rest  from  Spain,  France,  Netherlands,  China, 
and  Japan. 

It  costs  from  $7  to  $8  to  purchase  a  good  pair  of  American-made 
shoes  in  Guatemala.  The  freight  charge  from  New  York  or  New 
Orleans  to  Puerto  Barrios  is  $5  United  States  gold  per  100  pounds. 
The  customs  duty  on  leather,  not  specified,  is  17^  cents  United  States 
gold  and  17^  cents  Guatemalan  currency  per  kilo  of  2.2  pounds.  An 
import  tax  of  $1.50  United  States  gold  and  $1.50  Guatemalan  cur- 
reney,  per  Icilo,  is  assessed  on  shoes. 

Ontpnt  of  Local  Factorlei — ^Karket  Conditions. 

The  high  price  of  imported  shoes  has  stimulated  native  industry, 
and  as  a  result  there  is  a  modem  factory  now  operating  in  Guate- 
mala City.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  300  pairs  of  shoes  per  day 
and  is  actually  turning  out  130  pairs  per  day.  Another  shoe-manu- 
facturing plant  in  Guatemala  City  is  partly  equipped  with  ma- 
chinery but  can  not  be  described  as  modem.  There  are  40  other 
establishments  for  maldng  shoes  in  Guatemala  City,  and  the  total 
output  for  the  city  is  about  500  pairs  per  day.  For  the  Republic  of 
Guatemala  it  is  estimated  that  the  daily  output  of  shoes  is  750 
pairs,  although  a  great  many  individual  shoemakers  do  not  report 
to  the  Government,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  reliable  data. 

The  native  shoes  for  women  are  retailed  at  from  100  pesos,  Gua- 
temalan currency  ($2.50)  per  pair  up  to  180  pesos,  Guatemalan  cur- 
rency ($4.50).  Above  this  price  the  native  shoes  can  not  compete 
with  the  better  grades  of  American-made  women's  shoes,  which  are 
sold  in  Guatemala  for  an  average  of  $6  per  pair.  These  shoes  cost 
at  the  factory  in  the  United  States  an  average  of  $3.50  per  pair. 
A  small  quantity  of  the  more  expensive  shoes  for  women  are  im- 
ported from  the  United  States. 

The  shoe  trade  of  the  Republic,  which  is  now  almost  wholly  con- 
trolled by  American  dealers,  was  shared  before  the  European  war 
principally  with  England,  Germany,  and  Austria.  The  better  grades 
of  slippers  and  dancing  pumps  now  imported  from  the  United  States 
used  to  come  chiefly  from  Austria. 

Local  dealers  do  not  consider  the  outlook  bright  for  the  sale  of 
American-made  shoes  in  Guatemala  during  the  coming  year,  on 
account  of  the  low  price  of  coflfee,  the  disturbed  condition  of  ex- 
change, and  other  causes  operating  to  impair  the  purchasing  power 
of  Guatemala  consumers. 

Native-made  shoes  for  men  cost  from  130  pesos,  Guatemalan  cur- 
rency ($3.25  U.  S.  gold)  up  to  $5  and  $6  U.  S.  gold  per  pair.  Above 
this  price  they  do  not  compete  with  the  American-made  shoes.  The 
native  shoes,  however,  are  beyond  the  means  of  the  average  peon, 
or  Indian,  the  majority  of  whom  either  wear  crude  sandals  or  remain 
barefooted. 
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Exports  of  Hides — Tanneries. 

Besides  the  hides  used  in  the  Guatemala  tanneries,  the  Republic  of 
Guatemala,  during  1915,  exported  104,593  hides,  valued  at  $506,961. 
Of  this  total,  100,931  liides  were  sent  to  the  United  States,  3,224  to 
Spain,  and  the  remainder  to  Italy  and  England.  Some  of  the  hides 
were  brought  into  Guatemala  from  Honduras  and  Salvador  and  ex- 
ported through  the  ports  of  tliis  Rep\iblic.  Hides  are  subjected  to 
an  export  tax  of  $1.50  United  States  gold  per  100  kilos. 

It  is  estimated  that  thei-e  are  50  tanneries  in  the  Republic.  They 
are  all  of  small  capacity,  the  largest  lieing  the  plant  of  Herrera  & 
Co.,  at  ^Vntigua,  which  tans  10  hides  per  day.  The  metliods  used  are 
antiquated,  what  is  known  as  the  "  lay-away  "  process  being  chiefly 
employed.  By  this  method  the  hides  are  stretched  out  and  covereii 
witn  layers  of  oak  bark,  the  tanning  process  requiring  3  to  5  months. 
At  Antigua,  Guatemala,  there  are  10  tanneries,  having  an  average 
production  of  5  hides  per  day.  Outside  of  Antigua  the  tanneries  havo 
an  output  of  about  25  hides  per  day. 

The  leather  is  used  as  soles  for  shoes  (the  leather  for  shoe  covers 
being  imported),  and  is  also  extensively  employed  in  the  local  manu- 
facture of  saddlery,  horse  collars,  harness,  and  belting.  Sole  leather 
is  subjected  to  an  export  tax  of  $2  United  States  gold  per  100  kilos, 
and  there  is  also  an  export  tax  of  5  cents  Guatemalan  currency  for 
each  hide  or  side  of  leather,  assessed  for  the  benefit  of  the  National 
Hospital. 

Hides  in  Guatemala  City  are  worth  on  an  average  40  cents  United 
States  gold  per  pound.  They  are  dried  in  the  shade,  and  are  con- 
sidered superior  to  the  sun-dried  hides  produced  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts, which  are  worth  on  an  average  38  cents  United  States  gold 
per  pound. 

FOBEST  WEALTH  ON  ABOENTINE  GOVEBNUENT  LASD. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  RoKUtlo,  Nov.  8.) 

Lti  Nacion  of  Buenos  Aires  calls  attention  to  the  potential  wealth 
of  forests  situated  on  Government  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Misiones, 
and  particularljr  to  wide  tracts  lying  between  San  Pedro  and  the 
Brazilian  frontier.  It  is  e.'.timated  that  the  region  contains  1,000,000 
workable  pines  (Araucaria  brasiUcnsk)  of  the  kind  exploited  in 
important  sawmills  in  Brazil. 

Most  of  the  trees  have  a  diameter  of  about  5  feet  and  are  130  feet 
in  height.  The  average  net  product  per  tree  should  be  about  8  cubic 
meters  (282.5  cubic  feet)  of  lumber,  Avorth  about  $163  at  Buenos  Aires. 
Expenses  of  extraction  and  transportation  are  estimated  at  $70,  leav- 
ing an  approximate  net  profit  per  tree  of  $93.  La  Nacion  states 
that  the  lumber  could  compete  to  advantage  witli  similar  products 
from  Brazil  and,  as  far  as  quality  is  concerned,  with  the  best  grades 
imported  from  the  United  States. 

In  order  to  work  these  forests  the  problem  of  transporting  tlie 

{)roducts  from  the  interior  of  the  Territory  would  have  to  be  solved. 
j&  Nacion  recommends  the  construction  of  railways  of  the  "eco- 
nomic "  type  from  the  timber  regions  to  various  points  on  the  Upper 
Parana  River,  the  lumber  to  be  shipped  thence  by  water  to  the  con- 
suming markets. 
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SPAinSH  TSADE  FOB  HDTE  MOHIHS. 

[Consul  Oeneral  C«rl  Bailer  Bant,  Barcelona.  Not.   16.1 

The  import  and  export  statistics  of  Spain  during  the  first  nine 
months  oi  1916  show  a  continued  increase  in  values  compared  with 
the  corresponding  periods  of  1915  and  1911.  The  total  values  of  im- 
ports and  exports  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  last  two  years 
were:  1915,  imports  $149,955,652,  exports  $164,171,130;  1916,  imports 
$177,406,495,  exports  $184,847,972. 

The  balance  of  trade  in  Spain's  favor  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  1916  amounts  to  $7,441,477  compared  with  $14,215,478  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1915.  The  importation  of  gold  and  silver 
in  coin  and  oullion,  howe\er,  amounted  to  $54,440,456  against  an 
export  of  only  $2,252,392  worth,  so  that  aside  from  these  items  the 
exports  amounted  in  1916  to  nearly  $60,000,000  more  than  the  im- 
ports. During  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  the  value  of  exports 
over  imports,  exclusive  of  gold  and  silver,  was  only  about  half  the 
amount  thus  far  credited  to  1916. 
Changes  in  the  Imports. 

The  import  of  raw  materials  shows  a  marked  decrease  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  1916.  Raw  cotton  fell  from -115,724  tons  in  1915 
to  73,954  tons;  lime  of  all  kinds,  cement,  and  puzzolana,  from  46,789 
tons  in  1914  and  18,074  tons  in  1915  to  10,682  tons  in  1916;  tar  and 
pitch  of  petroleum  and  other  tars  and  mineral  pitches  from  28,770 
tons  in  1915  to  22,924  tons  in  1916 ;  while  iron  in  plates  or  sheets  fell 
from  2,250  tons  in  1915  to  1,828  tons  in  1916.  Decreased  imports 
imder  drugs  and  chemicals  were  most  marked  in  sesame,  linseed,  and 
other  oleaginous  seeds,  decreasing  from  54,042  tons  in  1915  to  37,670 
tons  in  1916;  vegetable  dyeing  extracts,  from  4,296  to  2,268  tons; 
superphosphates  of  lime  and  Thomas'  slag,  from  49,418  to  18,701 
tons;  feculae  for  industrial  use,  from  7,444  to  4,459  tons;  while  there 
was  a  general  falling  off  in  tanning  and  dyeing  barks  and  woods, 
vegetable  products  employed  in  medicines,  ochers  and  coloring 
earths,  printing  inks,  and  many  important  pharmaceutical  products. 

Imports  of  wheat  during  the  periods  under  consideration  fell  from 
345,364  tons  in  1914  and  312,286  tons  in  1915  to  288,491  tons  in  1916, 
and  corn  from  156,458  tons  in  1914  and  128,535  tons  in  1915  to  73,414 
tons  in  1916. 

The  imports  of  manufactured  articles  increased  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1916  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915,  cniefly  in  the  category  of  manufacture  of  metals. 
Increases  and  Decreases  in  the  Export  Trade. 

The  greatest  increase  in  exports  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
1916  was  in  food  products,  among  which  were  oranges,  which  rose 
from  340,406  tons  in  1915  to  376,739  tons  in  1916;  olive  oil,  from 
52,006  to  74,961  tons;  canned  vegetables,  from  6,848  to  7,947  tons; 
canned  sardines,  from  5,980  to  10,414  tons ;  and  other  preserved  fish, 
from  3,556  tons  in  1915  to  5,527  tons  in  1916;  while  the  export  of 
wines  and  other  alcoholic  beverages  was  more  than  double  that  of 
1915.  On  the  other  hand  the  export  of  manufactured  articles  as  a 
whole  shows  a  considerable  decrease  compared  with  1915,  althou^ 
still  far  in  excess  of  the  prices  realized  in  1914.    This  decrease  was 
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greatest  in  woolen  manufactures,  woolen  knit  goods  falling  from 
1,084  tons  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  364  tons  in  1916;  all 
wool  cloth,  from  1,091  to  392  tons,  and  mixed  cotton  and  woolen  cloth 
from  2,511  to  286  tons.  Wliile  cotton  goods  as  a  whole  were  exported 
in  decreased  quantities,  cotton  yarn  increased  from  1,915  tons  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  4,601  tons  in  1916,  and  dyed  and 
printed  cotton  textiles  from  4,627  to  5,578  tons;  but  white  cotton 
textiles  decreased  from  4,923  tons  to  1,787  tons  and  cotton  knitted 
garments  from  3,284  tons  to  1,400  tons  in  1915  and  1916,  respectively. 


HETEBS  FOB  ELECTBIC  PLANTS  IN  CHINA. 

(Consul  Genci-al  Kdwln  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  Oct.  11.] 

Hankow  has  four  electric-lighting  companies.  Their  names,  char- 
acter of  current,  and  supposed  nationality  are:  Hankow  Light  & 
Power  Co.,  alternating,  British;  Hankow  Waterworks  &  Electric 
Light  Co.,  direct,  Chmese;  Melchers  &  Co.,  alternating,  German; 
Tai  Shoh  Electric  Co.,  alternating,  Japanese. 

Information  is  not  avaihible  regarding  the  number  of  meters  used 
by  the  first-mentioned  company.  The  Hankow  Waterworks  &  Elec- 
tric Light  Co.  installed  about  1,700  meters  and  has  under  contempla- 
tion the  installation  of  alternating  current  instead  of  direct.  This 
firm  would  be  pleased  to  receire  information  concerning  meters, 
particularly  for  the  new  current.  The  meters  used  by  this  company 
are  American  and  Ferranti. 

Messrs.  Melchers  &  Co.  use  approximately  400  220-Tolt  meters 
manufactured  by  Siemens-Schuckert  Werke  indicating  in  kilowatt 
hours.  This  firm  would  be  interested  in  receiving  information  con- 
cerning any  other  makes  of  meters,  particularly  from  1  to  10  amperes 
each. 

The  Tai  Shoh  Electric  Co.  has  installed  about  200  meters  in  the 
Japanese  Concession,  but  the  make  is  not  known.  The  firm  would 
be  mterested  in  receiving  information  concerning  any  other  makes. 

Plants  in  District  Outside  of  Hankow. 

Outside  of  Hankow,  but  in  this  consular  district,  are  the  following 
establishments :  The  electric-light  plant  owned  by  the  Hanyang  Iron 
&  Steel  Works  for  the  company's  own  use  at  Hanyang ;  the  Wuchang 
electric-light  plant  owned  by  the  Government  but  of  very  small 
importance  commercially  (it  is  possible  that  neither  of  these  uses 
meters) ;  and  the  Kuang  Ming  Electric  Light  Co.,  at  Ichang,  China, 
which  has  installed  62  meters  of  3,  5,  and  10  amperes  each. 

Another  company  is  in  contemplation,  at  Shasi,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  it  will  be  established. 

[A  list  of  firms  in  Hankow  which  would  be  Interested  in  electric  meters  laaj 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Itefer  to  file  No.  82042.] 


Feravian  Flower  and.  Fmit  Exposition  Postponed. 

The  exposition  of  flowers,  fruit,  and  vegetables  that  was  to  have 
been  held  in  Lima  this  year  has  been  postponed  to  next  year  by  an 
order  of  the  Departni  nt  of  Fomento  published  in  El  Peruano  of 
November  11. 
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BEOXriATIOHS  GOVEIlHIirG  INSUBAirCE  COHPASIES. 

CHILE. 
[Commercial  Attacb£  V.  I*  UaTcns,  Santiago,  Oct  6.1 

In  Chile  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  insurance  business 
are  centralized  for  the  entire  Kepublic,  and  the  political  subdivisions 
have  no  control  over  insurance  companies  nor  their  operations.  The 
law  governing  insurance  companies  in  Chile  is  as  follows : 

Article  1.  No  foreign  insurance  company  of  any  kind  can  do  bnsiness  or  estab- 
lish agencies  In  Chile  without  the  authorization  of  the  President  of  tlie  Republic. 
Paragraph  1  of  article  -167  of  the  Penal  Code  shall  apply  to  those  who  entitle 
themselves  as  agents  of  insurnnce  companies  which  hare  not  been  autitorized 
by  the  President  of  the  Kepublic  or  who  exercise  the  functions  of  such. 

Tlie  decree  that  authorizes  the  existence  or  operations  of  an  Insuram-e  com- 
pany can  be  revolted  for  the  infraction  of  any  of  the  obligations  imi)osed  by 
this  law. 

Article  2.  In  order  to  obtain  authorization  it  shall  be  necessary:  (1)  To 
show  that  tlie  company  has  been  organized  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  it  ha.s  been  established;  (2)  To  invest  in  real  estate,  free  fiwin 
incumbrances  and  situated  in  Oliile,  or  in  national  securities,  or  deposit  in  the 
National  Treasury,  or  tbe  office  designated  by  the  President  of  the  Republic, 
the  amount  c-orrespondlug  to  the  category  or  class  of  the  company  and  the 
nature  of  the  insurance  in  which  the  company  engages  itself. 

Two  Categories  of  Fire  and  Life  Iniarance  Companies. 

Article  3.  For  the  purpose  of  the  deposit  denuinded  In  the  preceding  article 
there  are  e.stablished  two  class  or  categories  of  fire  Insurance  companies. 

The  insurance  companies  whose  paid-up  capital  is  500,000  pesos  or  more 
shall  be  of  the  first  clnK.s,  and  tliose  whose  capital  is  less  than  the  said  sum 
shall  be  of  the  second  class.  To  compute  the  amount  of  capital  there  shall  be 
tal^en  into  consideration  tlie  reserve  funds  and  accumulated  funds. 

Companies  of  in.surance  against  fire  or  other  risks,  belonging  to  the  first  class, 
shall  deposit  300,000  pesos,  and  those  of  the  second  class  shall  deposit  200.000 
pesos.  Conipnnies  insuring  solely  against  marine  and  agricultural  risks  shall 
deposit  50,000  pesos.  The  deposit  may  consist  of  currency  (Cliilean  paper),  or 
sterling  money.  In  bonds  of  the  public  Internal  or  external  debt,  or  in  credits 
(letras)  of  the  Caja  de  Cretilto  Hipotecario  (Mortgage  Credit  Bank),  or  other 
analogous  o.stabli.slinicnts  qualified  by  the  President  of  the  Republic.  Said 
bonds  or  credits  shall  be  estimated  (appraised)  "annually  at  the  current  market 
price  by  the  President  of  the  Republic.  The  deposit  shall  be  considered  as  a 
chattel  guarantee  (as  though  pawned),  for  the  obligations  which  the  cotn- 
panies  may  contract  in  Chile  in  favor  of  tlie  insured  and  the  real  estate  referred 
to  in  part  2  of  article  2  can  not  be  encumbered  nor  exceed  half  the  funds  accu- 
mulated in  Chile  by  the  companies. 

Article  4.  The  life  In.surance  companies  shall  also  be  of  first  and  second 
class.  The  President  of  the  Uepnblic  shall  fix  the  category  of  these  companies 
after  a  study  of  their  balance  sheet  of  operations  executed  in  the  country. 

Article  5.  Life  iasurance  companies  shall  constitute  their  guaranty  by  a 
method  selected  among  the  following:  (1)  Demonstrate  to  tlie  Minister  of  the 
Treasury  that  they  have  acquired  real  estate,  or  have  Invested  400,000  pesos 
if  of  the  first  class,  or  300,000  pesos  if  of  the  second  class,  in  the  securities 
and  in  tiie  form  set  forth  in  section  2  of  article  2  of  this  law.  (2)  I>eposit 
in  tile  fiscal  treasury  and  invest  in  the  securities  referred  to  in  the  cited  section 
and  in  tlie  form  therein  establisheil,  50  per  cent  of  the  values  of  the  premiums 
received  for  the  .service  of  insurance  contracted  each  year. 

Article  0.  It  shall  not  be  permitted  that  the  guaranty  deposits  fixed  by  Oils 
law  be  witlidrawn  witliout  previous  justification  and  an  advice  of  six  montiH 
to  the  effect  that  the  risks  or  operations  making  the  guaranties  necessary  hare 
terminated.  The  deposits  referred  to  can  only  be  embargoed  (taken)  or 
retained  to  make  payment  of  contracted  insurance.  However,  the  President  of 
the  Republic  may  authorize  the  substitution  of  any  of  the  securities  deposited 
by  other  equivalents. 
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Ii«ente  Fees — ^Foreign  Coupanies. 

Article  7.  First-class  companies  iusaring  asainst  fire  or  other  risks  sliall  pay 
an  annual  license  of  3,000  pesos ;  those  ot  the  second  class  shall  pay  2,000  pesos. 
Ck>mpanle8  insuring  against  maritime  and  agricultural  risks  exclusively  shall 
pay  a  license  of  500  pesos.  Life  insurance  companies  shall  pay  a  license  of 
4,000  pesos  if  of  the  first  class,  and  3,000  pesos  if  of  the  second  class. 

When  the  insurance  companies  are  established  abroad,  the  license  shall  only 
affect  the  principal  agency  which  they  may  have  in  Chile.  The  licenses  estab- 
lished by  this  law  shall  be  fiscal,  and  shall  be  applied  to  both  national  and 
foreign  insurance  companies,  and  shall  be  paid  in  two  equal  installments,  in  the 
months  of  January  and  July  of  each  year. 

Article  8.  The  foreign  insurance  companies  to  which  this  law  refers  shall 
be  considered  resident  in  Chile  and  subject  to  the  judicial  and  administrative 
authorities,  and  in  general  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  for  aU  the  obligations 
they  may  contract.  Their  judicial'  representation,  without  restriction  of  powers, 
will  corresi)ond  to  the  principal  agent  which  they  may  have  in  Chile,  whatever 
may  be  the  terms  of  the  policies  or  the  powers  of  the  agent.  The  responsibility 
of  the  life  insurance  companies  resident  abroad  shall  begin  the  moment  their 
representative  in  Chile  receives  the  premium  and  is-sues  the  policy. 

Capital — Keport  on  Operations. 

Article  9.  Insurance  companies  can  not  be  organized  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  less  than  100,000  pesos  and  without  destining  to  reserve  funds  at  least  the 
quarter  part  of  the  utilities  until  completing  200,000  pesos. 

Article  10.  The  insurance  comiMinles  shall  present  every  six  months  to  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  a  report  of  their  operations  during  the  previous  semester 
for  publication  in  the  Dlario  Oflcial.  This  report  shall  state  the  premiums 
received,  losses,  insurance  paid,  and  landing  risks  in  Chile. 

The  account  and  annual  balance  of  the  national  companies  and  of  the  agencies 
of  foreign  companies  shall  be  published  in  a  local  paper  where  the  company 
has  its  principal  agency. 

The  agencies  of  foreign  companies  shall  make  an  annual  account  of  the  state 
of  the  funds  of  the  company  in  Chile,  specifying  the  sums  received  in  premiums, 
the  administrative  costs,  payment  of  policies,  values  sent  or  received  from 
abroad,  manner  of  investment  of  values  in  the  country,  special  reserves,  profits 
and  losses,  and  other  details  which  will  show  the  movement  and  operations  of 
tlio  company  in  Chile. 

The  agencies  of  foreign  companies  to  which  the  previous  paragraph  refers 
luust  likewise  publish  in  Chile  a  rCsumfi  of  the  general  balance  of  their  opera- 
tions. 

The  account  to  which  the  third  paragraph  refers  shall  be  published  in  the 
form  established  in  the  second  paragraph. 

Article  11.  The  President  of  the  Republic  shall  designate  fiscal  office  inspec- 
tprs  to  oversee  the  operations,  boolcs,  and  accounts  of  the  national  companies  or 
agencies  of  foreign  companies.  Said  companies  or  agencies  must  immediately 
show  their  boolcs  and  files  to  the  inspectors  or  be  fined  1,000  pesos.  The  mis- 
representing or  falsifying  of  the  balances  and  accounts  to  which  this  law 
refers  will  be  punished  according  to  articles  193  and  194  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Article  12.  For  fiscal  advantage  n  tax  of  two  per  thousond  is  established 
on  the  first  premium  and  on  the  renewal  receipts  of  all  policies  for  fire  insur- 
ance. This  tax  shall  not  affect  reinsurance.  The  investments  or  deposits  which 
the  foreign  companies  may  mnke  and  the  capital  of  the  Chilean  companies  shall 
be  exenipt  from  the  property  tax. 

Article  13.  The  value  of  the  life  insurance  policies  goes  exclusively  in  favor 
of  the  beneficiary.  ,  u    xu 

Article  14.  The  payment  of  the  insured  values  on  policies  issued  by  the  com- 
panies of  which  this'law  treats  shall  be  made,  without  previous  consultation  of 
the  home  offices,  as  soon  as  the  loss  has  occurred  and  been  established. 

Article  15.  The  licenses  which  the  insurance  companies  at  present  pay  the 
municipalities  according  to  tlie  law  of  December  22,  1866,  are  hereby  sup- 
pressed. 
lAter  ProTlsiotts. 

Apart  from  the  taxes  and  license  fees  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  kw 
(1712),  the  law  3091,  passed  on  April  5  and  published  in  the  Diario 
Oficial  of  April  13, 1916,  states  that  stock  companies  shall  pay  a  tax 
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on  capital  of  three  per  thousand,  which  may  be  increased  to  four 
per  thousand  if  the  President  considers  it  necessary  to  include  the 
item  in  the  annual  budget.  Chilean  insurance  companies  are  exempt 
from  this  tax  by  law  3091  previously  referred  to.  Taxes  and  licenses 
are  paid  once  to  the  National  Government,  and  business  can  be  con- 
ducted anywhere  in  the  country. 

How  the  Insurance  Bnsinets  is  Carried  On. 

Insurance  business  is  generally  done  through  agents  on  a  commis- 
sion basis,  although  a  foreign  company  might  have  a  local  manager 
to  arrange  for  employing  agents  all  over  the  country  and  pay  him  a 
salary.  The  commission  on  insurance  might  in  rare  cases  be  as  hig^ 
as  30  per  cent,  but  generally  ranging  from  7^  to  25  per  cent  of  gross 
premiums,  according  to  conditions. 

Statistics  of  insurance  placed  and  premiums  paid  is  reported  to 
and  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  by  the  National  Government 
every  three  months.  Taxes  are  collected  on  premiums.  Once  a  year 
a  record  is  published  of  losses  sustained  and  other  data  commonly 
included  in  an  annual  report  to  stockholders  relating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  company. 

Insurance  rates  are  fixed  by  agreement  among  the  companies,  all 
of  which  are  members  of  the  "  Asociaci6n  Chilena  de  Aseguradores 
Contra  Incendio,"  Casilla  725,  Valparaiso,  Chile.  There  are  insur- 
ance maps  and  surveys  of  the  larger  cities  available  for  the  use  of 
the  companies.  The  company  joins  the  association  and  the  associa- 
tion sees  to  it  that  the  company  is  supplied  with  aU  such  data. 

The  national  sentiment  is  opposed  to  the  handling  of  insurance 
business  by  foreign  companies,  although  it  is  permitted. 

There  are  no  legal  restrictions  or  requirements  regarding  construc- 
tion of  buildings. 

Fire  Proteotion  in  Santiago. 

There  are  12  fire  companies  in  Santiago,  2  possessing  auto- 
mobile engines  and  1  an  automobile  ladder.  Another  company  is 
to  receive  an  automobile  ladder  soon.  The  fire-alarm  signal  system 
is  poor;  the  police  notify  the  fire  station  and  fire  bells  are  rung; 
considerable  delay  is  caused.  In  the  center  of  the  city  there  are 
three  and  four  hydrants  in  each  block,  which  measures  125  meters, 
or  410  feet,  each  way.  Outside  the  center  there  are  generally  two 
and  three  hydrants  to  each  block.  The  hydrants  are  not  in  good 
condition,  about  25  per  cent  being  out  of  order,  but  it  is  stated  that 
all  hydrants  are  being  overhauled  and  put  in  working  order. 

The  water  pressure  in  the  city  varies  from  about  30  poimds  in  tlie 
morning  to  40  pounds  at  night. 

In  1913  (Ixiing  the  latest  year  for  which  complete  statistics  are 
available)  there  were  58  fire  alarms  in  Santiago,  of  which  4  were 
false,  and  in  11  other  cases  the  services  of  the  department  were  not 
necessary  on  account  of  fires  having  been  extinguished  before  the 
arrival  of  the  department.  The  losses  caused  at  the  33  fires  at  which 
the  services  of  the  department  were  necessary  were  1,338,400  paper 
pesos.  Excluding  3  large  fires  with  losses  of  more  than  300,000 
pesos  each,  the  average  loss  of  the  remaining  30  fires  was  34,346 

Eesos  each.    Fires  occurred  as  follows:  In  factories,  10;  in  dwellings, 
ospitals,  colleges,  etc.,  27;  in  commercial  estabU^ments,  21. 
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All  values  mentioned,  both  for  rates  and  othei*  purposes,  are  in 
Chilean  paper  pesos.  The  value  of  the  paper  peso  at  the  time  of 
writing  was  about  21  cents  United  States  currency. 

[A  copy  of  an  insurance  policy  in  general  use,  a  table  showing  rates  of  fire 
Insurance  in  the  city  of  Santiago,  a  recent  publication  which  contains  insurance 
laws  and  regulations  (in  Spanish)  and  the  accumulated  profits  of  the  various 
companies,  and  the  report  of  the  Santiago  Are  department,  were  transmitted 
and  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  1975.] 

PEKtr. 
[Consul  General  William  H.  Bandley,  Callao-Llma,  Oct.  21.]  ' 

Prior  to  December  21,  1895,  the  insurance  business  in  Peru  was 
covered  entirely  by  the  agencies  of  some  15  foreign  companies.  A 
law  was  passed  on  that  date  requiring  that  foreign  agencies  should 
deposit  £3,000  ($14,600)  in  order  to  guarantee  compliance  with  their 
obligations,  but  these  companies,  notwithstanding  that  they  were 
making  profits,  declined  to  conform  with  the  stipulation,  and  liqui- 
dated their  business.  Native  offices  then  began  to  operate  and  did 
successful  business  at  lower  premiums  than  the  foreign  offices  had 
exacted.  In  1896  the  foreign  offices  resumed  business,  11  agencies 
competing  with  the  native  companies,  thus  again  bringing  down 
premiums. 

On  October  30,  1899,  another  law  was  enacted  but  did  not  become 
effective  imtil  November  20,  1901,  stipulating  that  in  Peru  all  insur- 
ance companies  or  agencies  must  possess  a  paid-up  capital  of  £20,000 
($97,330)  of  which  50  per  cent  should  be  invested  in  landed  proper- 
ties of  the  Republic  and  50  per  cent  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt  or 
the  municipalities  or  other  institutions,  which  stocks  should  remain 
as  guaranty  for  compliance  with  obligations.  As  a  result  of  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  of  1899  the  foreign  companies  again  declined 
to  submit  to  the  law  and  again  liquidated  and  abandoned  the  field. 

Protecting:  the  Policyholders. 

As  regards  the  guaranty  of  £20,000  now  required  to  conduct  an 
insurance  business  m  Peru,  efforts  are  being  made  at  present  on  the 
part  of  the  seven  national  insurance  companies  to  have  a  law  passed 
requiring  the  guaranty  for  the  policyholders  to  be  40  per  cent  of 
the  total  of  the  premiums  collected  in  Peru;  that  is,  a  deposit  that 
will  gradually  increase  so  long  as  the  company  has  business  here. 

The  only  tax  that  insurance  companies  are  required  to  pay  is  that 
of  the  "patente,"  which  is  7  per  cent  on  the  net  income.  There  is 
also  a  stamp  tax  of  50  centavos  (24  cents  American  g«Dld)  for  every 
£100  ($480)  collected  in  premiums. 

Fire,  Marine,  and  Life  Insurance  Companies. 

Respecting  the  domestic  fire  and  mari»3  insurance  companies 
(there  being  no  foreign  fire  or  marine  insurance  companies  in  Peru) 
they  have  lormed  in  Lima  a  committee  called  "  Comite  de  Asequra- 
dores,"  whereby  they  Avork  under  mutual  agreement.  One  of  the 
articles  of  agreement  states  that  they  are  not  to  employ  soliciting 
agents. 

All  insurance  companies  are  required  to  publish  semiannually  the 
balance  sheets  of  their  local  business.    Practically  the  whole  of  the 
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insurance  business  is  done  in  Lima.  In  the  rest  of  the  Republic  the 
fire  and  life  insurance  companies  do  but  little  business,  due  to  the 
difficulty  to  keep  proper  control  of  the  business  as  regards  the  nature 
of  the  damages,  owing  to  the  lack  of  rapid  communication. 

The  only  three  foreign  life  insurance  companies  still  doing  bua- 
ness  in  Peru  are  :  '*  Sun  Life  "  of  Canada,  "  La  Previsora  "  of  Buenos 
Aires,  and  "La  Sud- America"  of  Brazil.  Although  nominally 
foi'eign  they  have  now  become  practically  native  companies,  having 
had  to  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  new  law  of  1901. 
Capital  and  Earnings  of  Fire  and  Karine  Ininrance  Companies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  capital,  surplus,  and  net  earnings  of 
Peruvian  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies  for  the  year  ended 
July  31, 1916,  the  amount^  being  given  in  pounds  sterUng  (£=$4.86) : 


Companies. 

EsUb- 
llsbed. 

Capital. 

Suiplns. 

lugs. 

Losses 

p«id. 

Rimac 

1896 
1895 
1806 
1904 
190« 
1902 
1903 

£225,000 
200,000 

200,000 
200,000 
250.000 
100,000 
250,000 

£88,552 
78.338 
35,928 
32,690 
20.370 
10,600 
10,500 

£20.000 
10,000 
9,000 
8,000 
5,000 
3,000 
2,000 

£9,(IU 

4,000 

Italia 

i.nn 

t.tn 

La  Naclonal 

2,000 

3,000 

Peru .' 

5,000 

The  two  companies  "La  Urbana"  and  "Peru"  were  consolidated 
on  August  29,  1916,  under  the  name  of  "Companias  Unidas  de  Se- 
guros. 

[A  typewritten  copy  of  the  Insurance  law  of  Pern  can  be  examined  at  tlie 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>mmerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative- offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  82016.] 

SNOWFLOW  TTPES  ON  CAHABIAS  BAHWATS. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Dec.  6.]  ; 

An  order  was  recently  placed  with  a  Nova  Scotia  company  by 
Canadian  railways  for  20  snowplows  to  be  completed  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  The  specifications  differ  only  in  slight  degree 
from  those  in  previous  orders.  In  the  new  plows  the  large  drawbar 
castings  on  the  front  are  extended  to  enable  them  to  De  coupled 
together,  if  necessary,  "  nose  to  nose  ".  The  side  wings  are  reiuod- 
cled  and  have  curved  plates  instead  of  straight  ones.  An  ice  cutter 
is  fitted  to  tlie  forward  truck. 

The  essential  particulars  of  the  new  plows  are:  Length  over  all, 
S2  feet  lj%  inches;  width  over  side  sills,  8  feet  9 J  inches;  height,  rail 
on  top  of  cupola,  about  11  feet  3  inches;  height,  rail  to  top  of  ciijjola, 
about  14  feet  10  inches;  width  over  wings  extended,  16  feet;  extreme 
Avidth  cupola,  8  feet  9  inches;  extreme  length  cupola,  4  feet  Hi 
inches;  truck  center,  18  feet;  wheel  base  leader  truck,  4  feet  2 
inches;  wheel  base  rear  truck,  5  feet  3  inches;  weight,  approximately 
60,700  pounds;  draft  gear,  tandem  springs;  couplers,  6  by  7  ^ank, 
8 J  inches  end;  air  brakes,  Westinghouse  K.  D.  812;  trucks  (front 
end),  30-ton  truck;  wheels,  cast  steel,  28  inches  diameter;  joumal 
boxes,  tender  type;  trucks  (rear  end),  30-ton  standard;  wheds, 
M.  C.  B.,  33  inches;  axles,  M.  C.  B.  standard;  brake  shoes,  steel 
back;  springs,  M.  C.  B.  class;  brake  beams,  M.  C.  B. 
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AMESICAN  COHSITLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflScere  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 

tion o( 

venue. 

Deo. 

2.1 

Keb. 

10 

Jan. 

13 

Ucc. 

23 

Jan. 

1 

Jan. 

17 

Jan. 

2 

Uec. 

31 

Dec. 

.to 

Jan. 

27 

Jan. 

IS 

...do 

.... 

Feb. 

I 

Jan. 

m 

Dec 

25 

...do 

. 

Dec. 

31 

Address. 


Albert/Talbot  J 

Brett,  Homer 

Buckiin,  Oeorfs  A 

Cbamberlin,  George  E. 

Delchman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene. 
GamoD,  John  A 

Hanson,  GeorceC 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L 

Listoe,  Soren 

Saner,  Emil 

Smith,  James  A 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

Willrich,  Gehhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany. . 
La  Guaira,  Venezuela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. . 


Santos,  Brazil 
St.     Stephen, 
Bnmswiek. 
Barmen,  Germany.. 
Cormto,  Nicaragua.. 


New 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany . . . 

Calcutta,  India 

St.  I'ierre,  Miquelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  E.  L.  Chamberlln,  Woodstoclc  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

!\n:l  Domestic  CommBTCc,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
129  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Mendota,  Washington,  D.  C. 
"Lslinglon "    Walkerford,     Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  WashtaigtoU,  D.  C. 

Do. 
2238  Q  street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


LOAN  FOB  SEWEE  WOEES  IN  AREaiTIFA. 

The  Peruvian  Congress  has  authorized  the  municipality  of 
Arequipa  to  contract  a  loan  for  the  sum  of  101,000  pounds  ($491,516) 
to  be  used  in  sewer  works  for  that  city.  The  law  as  given  in  El 
Peruano  of  November  16  limits  the  interest  on  the  proposed  loan  to 
8  per  cent  and  annual  amortization  to  2  per  cent.  The  municipality 
will  guarantee  the  loan  by  a  part  of  its  revenues,  and  the  interest 
and  amortization  will  be  provided  by  newly  created  taxes,  consisting 
of  a  sewer  tax  to  be  paid  by  owners  of  urban  property  on  each 
lineal  meter  of  frontage,  taxes  on  itative  and  imported  beer,  an 
export  tax  on  borate  shipped  from  the  port  of  Mollcndo,  and  a 
surtax  of  2  per  cent  on  imports  through  that  port.  In  addition  the 
departmental  board  and  the  municipality  of  Arequipa  shall  assign 
in  their  annual  budgets  5  and  15  per  cent,  respectively,  for  the 
service  of  this  loan. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJREAU  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 

HEW  TOBKi  Boom  409,  Cnstomhoue. 

BOSTON:  1801  CntoHhoue. 

CBICAeO:  SOI  Federal  Ballding. 

ST.  LOUIS:  402  Third  NaUonal  Bask  Balldlif. 

ATLiirrA:  611  Post  Offlce  Billdlas. 

KB«  0BLEAK8:  1020  nibernla  Baak  Bnlldlag. 

BIN  FBANCISCO:  SO?  Cntomhoue. 

BEATTLE:  848  Hearr  Balldla«. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

(XETEI/AND:  I'hambcr  of  Commerce. 
CINCINNATI:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
aNONNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOS  ANGELES:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPniA:  Chamber  of  Commerce.. 
CHATTA500CIA :  South  American  Ageat,  Soa(h> 

em  Ry.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  OBBO. :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTON:  greater  Daytoa  Anoclalion. 
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FOBEION  TRABE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

BcseiTcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Ita  Ustrlet  »Mctm.  Reqwt 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atate  apyvrtaKltT  anaber. 
The  Bareaa  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  twsnme  responsibility  as  to  the  staodlaii 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols ; 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  ofBcers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  ud 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inqolrles  recelyea  by  the  Boreaa. 

Agency  .  — 23327 

Balls,  rubber  and  tennis 23325 

Buttons 23323 

i'ult   links 23323 

futlery. 23323 

Cloves 23325 

Handkerchiefs 23325 

Hosiery 23325 

Inkwells 23323 

Lamp  chimneys 23328 

Lanterns 2332S 

Linoleum 23326 

Uacblnes,  adding 23321 

Machinery,  fertiliser 23324 

Machinery,   glass 2332V 


Office  supplies 23321 

OUcloth 23823 

Piece   goods 23323,  33325 

Pumps,  water 2332!» 

Raincoats 23325 

Razors 23323 

Rubber  cloth 23325 

Rubber  heels 23323 

Safety  pins -  23S23 

Shoe  laces 23323 

Thread 23325 

Tin    plate 23322 

Typewriters  and  sappUes 23320,23321 

Underwear 23325 

Yam 23325 


23320.* — ^A  company  in  Spain  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  l>a.si$. 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  ot  typewriters.  Correspomlence 
may  l>e  In  Engllsl).    References. 

23321.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  is  in  tlie  market  for  addin);  machines,  tyjie- 
writer  supplies,  office  supplies,  etc.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Correspondence  in 
Englista.    References. 

23322.* — A  man  In  Norway  desires  to  repres<>nt  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  tin  plate  for  canning  industry.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
c.  i.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  in  Knglisb.    Reference. 

23323.t — A  firm  in  India  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  lanterns,  buttons,  cuff  linlcs,  cutlery,  glass  inkwells, 
rubber  heel.s,  shoe  laces,  safety  pins,  razors,  and  piece  goods.  Samples, 
where  possible,  are  desired.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Indian 
port 

23324.* — A  merchant  in  Venezuela  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  ami  prlcffi  of 
machinery  for  incinerating  and  disinfecting  garbage  and  preparing  It  for 
fertilizer.    Correspondence  in  Spauisli  preferred,  but  EnglLsh  is  acceptable. 

23325.*— A  firm  In  Switzerland  is  in  the  market  for  piece  goods,  hosiery,  and 
underwear,  rublwr  cloth,  oilcloth,  linoleum,  rubber  balls,  tennis  balls,  rain- 
coats, glows,  yarn,  luuulkcrchiefs,  and  thread.  Further  particulars  as  to 
qunlity  iin<l  quantity  of  g(KMls  desired,  quotations,  payment,  etc.,  may  be 
«l)tniiie<l  nt  the  Uurcjui  or  its  district  offlees.  Correspondence  in  E^gtfeh. 
Reference. 

23326.* — .\  company  in  Spain  wislios  to  ooinniunieote  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  oxiHirters  of  machinery  for  use  in  a  glass  factory.  It  is  desired 
to  get  ninchiiios  for  reburning  by  gas  and  cutting  goblets,  tumblers,  and 
other  articles  of  blown  gla.ss;  luacliinery  for  trimming  the  edges  of  tum- 
blers, goltlots,  etc.,  after  cuttins;  and  machinery  for  polishing  the  bottoms 
of  pressed  tumblers.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Corre- 
siiondeuee  in  Spunisl).    References. 

23327.t — A  comnussion  merchant  in  Colombia  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters.  No  particular  line  of  goods  is  specified. 
Informntioii  as  to  conunission  desired,  method  of  selling,  packing  and  ship- 
ping instruction.*!,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  nt'the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  Misc.  Exhibit  172.)     References. 

2332S.* — A  Inisine.ss  man  in  Great  Britain  is  in  tlie  market  for  lamp  chimneys. 
Cash  will  be  paid. 

23320.* — .\  dealer  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  water  pumps.  Prices  should  be 
quotctl  c.  L  f.  Spanish  port.  Payment  will  be  made  within  30  days  after 
arrival  of  merciinndise  in  Spanish  port  Correspondence  in  Spanish  or 
French.    References. 
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CHANGES  IN  BBITISH  EHBABOO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  Ueneral,  London,  Dec.  20.1 

Atlditional  prohibitions  of  exportation  are  the  following:  To  all 
destinations — jute  wrappers  and  surat  tares  (cotton  goods),  other 
than  coverings  of  goods  allowed  by  the  customs;  strontium  com- 
pounds and  mixtures  containing  such.  To  all  nt  u-British  destina- 
tions— bags  and  sacks  wholly  or  partly  of  jute,  other  than  coverings 
of  goods  allowed  by  the  customs;  jute  threads.  ])iece  goods  wholly 
or  partly  of  jute,  jute  webbing,  jute  yarns;  tungsten  ores,  including 
ferberite,  hubnerite,  scheelite,  and  wolfrauike.  To  all  European 
countries  except  allied  countries  and  Spain — bags,  wrappers,  or  sacks 
not  specifically  prohibited,  except  unwoven  paper  bags,  other  than 
coverings  of  goods  allowed  by  the  customs;  ferrets;  China  fiber, 
Mauritius  fiber,  Mexican  fiber,  Mexican  istle  fiber;  wine. 

[The  alwve  proliibitions  are  changes  In  th(»  eiiibarK<)  list  estnbllshwl  by 
proclanintioii  of  May  10.  The  list  Is  published  lii  ihe  British  Bonrd  of  Trade 
Journal,  Swpplemeiit,  Nov.  23.  Changes  since  tltnt  date  have  biHMi  announced 
in  CoMMKBCE  llEPOBTs,  the  most  recent  notice  having  appeared  in  Ihe  issue  of 
Dec.  la] 


FOBEIGN  TBADE  OF  ITALY. 

[Con.sul  .Arthur  C.  Frost,  dotniled  as  vice  consul,  f.'enoa,  \ov.  19.] 

The  foreign  trade  of  Italy  during  the  first  eight  numths  of  1016 
reached  a  total  of  $1,027,946,340.  Exports  amounteil  to  $-20.),l 70,038, 
a  loss  of  $50,615,075  as  compared  with  the  corresixinding  period  of 
1915.  Imports  totaled  $732,775,702,  an  increase  of  !515i),(>27,27l  over 
the  first  eight  months  of  1915. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $31,2SS,501,  a  decrease 
of  $1,155,533  from  the  same  period  in  1915,  while  imports  from  the 
United  States  amounted  to  $300,207,820,  surpassing  the  1915  figures 
by  $151,285,672.  The  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  I'nited  States 
is  therefore  almost  tenfold. 


Large  quantities  of  glassware  are  reaching  South  Africa  from 
Japan,  Sweden,  and  the  United  States. 
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BESTEICnONS  ON  P&IVATE  IMPOBTS  INTO  BITSSIA. 

According  to  the  latest  information  arailable,  the  Russian  restric- 
tions on  priTftte  imports  apply  only  to  articles  imported  by  way  of 
Vladivostok  and  Archangel.  It  is  understood  that,  owing  to  Uie 
congestion  of  traffic  at  Kola  and  at  points  on  the  trans-Siberian  rail- 
way, such  as  Harbin,  goods  sent  by  other  routes,  while  not  actually 
prohibited,  are  subject  to  long  delays. 

Licenses  for  the  importation  of  private  goods  via  Vladivostok 
are  issued  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,  Petrograd,  upon  appli- 
cation fi'om  the  Russian  consignee.  Such  applications  must  give  a 
complete  description  of  the  goods  to  be  shipped,  stating  the  wei^t, 
cubic  contents,  quantity,  class  of  goods,  port  of  shipment,  and  name 
of  the  American  shipper.  Exporters  should  see  that  their  consignees 
in  Russia  are  provided  with  the  necessary  information  concerning 
prospective  shipments,  so  that  action  on  applications  may  not  be  un- 
necessarily delayed. 

If  a  license  is  granted,  the  Russian  commercial  attache  in  New- 
York,  Mr.  C.  Medzikhovsky,  44  Whitehall  Street,  is  notified  by 
cable  and  informs  the  American  shipper,  who  then  requests  the 
attach^  to  allot  shipping  space  for  the  consignm^it. 

Articles  forwarded  to  Russia  or  Finland  by  way  of  Sweden  must 
be  accompanied  by  licenses  issued  by  the  Russian  Grovemment  and 
certain  additional  documents  are  required.  Detailed  informaticm 
regarding  such  shipments  will  be  furnished  upon  application  to  the 
following  New  York  banks :  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  Naticmal 
City  Bank,  Irving  National  Bank,  Bankers'  Trust  Co.,  Guaranty 
Trust  Co. 
Special  Prohibition  on  Certain  Qoods. 

The  restrictions  above  referred  to  apply  to  all  articles  not  imported 
for  Government  use.  In  addition  ther^  the  proposed  special  im- 
port prohibition  on  certain  classes  of  articles  ^see  Commbbce  Refobts 
for  Nov.  20,  1916)  should  be  considered.  It  is  not  definitely  known 
whether  these  additional  restrictions  have  been  put  into  effect,  and 
special  inquiry  should  be  made  by  American  erporters  having  con- 
tracts with  Russian  consignees  for  the  delivery  of  such  goods.  Sinne 
modifications  will  probably  be  made  in  the  list  (puWished  in  the 
above  number  of  Cojimercb  Reports)  as  finally  promulgated.  No 
information  has  as  yet  been  received  as  to  whether  any  licenses  will 
be  issued  for  the  importation  of  goods  subject  to  special  prohibition. 

[According  to  a  notice  published  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  Nov.  90, 
1916,  nn  Imperial  decree,  dated  Oct.  28  (Nov.  10),  1918,  authorized  an  import 
prohibition  on  articles  of  luxury,  but  the  list  of  such  goods  has  apparently  not 
yet  been  published.] 

Seeking  Market  for  Tropical  Products. 

An  American  consular  officer  in  French  East  Africa  has  trans- 
nutted  the  name  of  a  local  merchant  who  desires  to  enter  into  rela- 
tions with  American  importers  interested  in  tropicalproducts,  sudi 
as  raffia  and  ureno  lobata  fiber,  wax,  vanilla,  etc  Correspondence 
may^  be  in  French  or  English.  The  name  of  the  inquirer  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cominerce  or  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  82678. 
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BBADFOSD  WOOL-TBADE  CONDITIONS. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Kngland,  Dec.  7 :  sec  also  Commerce  REPonis 

for  Doc.  13,  11)1«.] 

Tlie  Bradford  wool  market  has  been  in  a  very  unsettled  and  dis- 
turbed condition  owing  to  the  postponement  of  tlie  London  wool 
sales  and  tlie  uncertainty  as  to  future  prospects  of  obtaining  fresh 
supplies  of  wool.  Xo  definite  announcement  lias  yet  been  made  re- 
garding the  Government's  plans  for  handling  the  raw  material,  but  at 
an  important  meeting  held  in  Bradford  to-day  and  attended  by 
representatives  of  all  sections  of  the  wool  tra(^e  an  unofficial  an- 
nouncement was  made  that  the  wool  sales  will  open  in  London  next 
■week.  The  statement  was  also  made  that  the  governmental  com- 
mandeering of  the  colonial  wool  clip  will  not  affect  wool  in  Aus- 
tralia— no  mention  was  made  of  New  Zealand — that  had  prior  to 
the  announcement  been  bought  and  paid  for.  It  was  also  stated 
that  all  wool  not  needed  by  the  (iovernment  would  be  allowed  to 
come  up  at  the  sales  as  usual.  Even  this  unofficial  statement  has 
helped  to  remove  some  of  the  tension  in  the  market. 

At  the  monthly  conference  of  the  "Wool  Exports  Subcommittee 
held  in  London  yesterday  it  was  announced  that  the  Government 
did  not  propose  to  interfere  with  wools  that  had  already  passed  the 
hammer  in  the  primary  markets  "save  in  case  of  urgent  military 
necessity."  The  question  of  the  export  of  wool  to  the  T"fnited  State's 
was  also  raised,  and  the  chairman  stated  that  several  classes  of 
noils  and  wastes  had  been  licensed  from  Great  Britain  to  tlie  United 
States,  as  it  had  been  proved  tliat  there  were  stocks  here  that  could 
be  siiared. 

The  likelihood  of  the  export  of  black-face  wool  to  the  United  States 
has  also  been  mentioned  in  Bradford,  stocks  in  Glasgow  being  said  to 
be  greatly  in  excess  of  present  demand. 

Labor  Xatters. 

The  threatened  strike  of  the  Bradford  woolsorters  has  been 
averted,  the  employees  having  accepted  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
British  Association  of  Wool  Buyers.  The  following  agreement  has 
been  made,  the  woolsorters  realizing  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
output  to  the  fulle.st  possible  extent;  they  have' also  agreed,  when 
necessary,  to  transfer  their  services  from  firms  engaged  on  private 
trade  to  those  on  Government  work: 

1.  That  tlie  Gniiiloye<l  agree  to  remove  the  restriction  of  output  locally  known 
a.s  "  stint,"  the  employers  afcreeing  that  at  uo  future  date  sliall  any  re<luctlon 
In  the  piece  price  paid  per  pack  be  made. 

2.  That  UurinK  the  winter  months,  from  October  1  to  Ai)rll  30,  the  nilddny 
mealtime  he  no  longer  than  30  minutes'  duration. 

3.  That  during  periods  of  depression  In  the  wool-sorting  industry  tlie  amount 
of  work  in  hand  shall  be  evenly  distributed  among  the  sorting  staff  by  each 
firm. 

4.  That  no  female  labor  shall  be  recruited  to  the  wool-sorting  Industry  from 
any  other  branch  of  the  textile  ludusti:j-. 

The  dyeing,  bleaching,  and  finishing  trade  employees  in  York- 
shire are  also  agitating  for  an  advance  in  wages  in  view  of  the  con- 
tinued increase  in  the  cost  of  living.  A  conference  is  to  be  held  on 
the  subject. 

A  strike  of  the  Bradford  case  makers  recently  threatened  to  em- 
barrass the  exporters  of  Bradford  textiles,  but  tlie  men  were  at  once 
granted  an  advance  of  5s.  ($1.22)  per  week  and  work  was  resumed. 
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RECENT  SHIFBXTILDIBrG  IN  PACIFIC  NOBTHWEST. 

[Commcrotal  Agent  W.  B.  tlenaeraon,  Seattle,  Wash.] 

The  sliipbuilding  situation  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  including 
Puget  Sound,  Vancouver,  Grays  Harbor,  and  Portland,  shows  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  being  built  and  those  contracted  for 
since  September  30,  when  a  'report  on  the  industry  was  published  in 
Commerce  REiHJirrs.  The  Seattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.  still 
heads  the  list  with  7  steel  ships  being  built  and  4  others  contracted 
for,  in  addition  to  the  3  United  States  submarines  and  1  United 
States  destroyer.  Those  being  built  range  in  dimensions  from 
368-48-27  to  396-53-29. 

The  firm  of  J.  F.  Duthie  &  Co.  has  7  steel  freightei-s,  each  with  a 
cargo  capacity  of  about  8,800  tons,  and  the  dimensions  over  all  are 
423-54-29.  These  vessels  are  being  built  for  foreign  companies,  as 
are  also  7  of  those  of  the  Seattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co. 

The  Skinner  &  Eddy  Corporation  has  constructed  2  vessels  and 
has  contracts  for  9  othei-s  with  a  total  capacity  of  77,600  tons.  These 
are  all  steel  and  of  the  standard  sizes. 

Has  Contracts  with  Foreigrn  Companies. 

The  Anderson  Steamboat  Co.  has  2  vessels  imder  contract  for 
foreign  companies,  with  a  total  capacity  of  17,600  tons,  and  the  Ames 
Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  one  ot  the  most  recently  organized 
shipbuilding  companies,  is  establishing  a  large  yard,  and  while  it 
has  not  yet  obtained  any  ordei-s  for  ships,  it  is  laying  the  founda- 
tions for  a  plant  that  will  turn  out  4  ships  of  the  type  of  8,800  tons 
capacity  per  year  and  will  employ  2,000  persons. 

In  Portland,  Oreg.,  the  Willamette  Iron  &  Steel  Works  and  the 
Northwest  Steel  Co.  combined  are  building  4  steel  ships  of  the  type 
of  8,800  tons  and  have  contracts  for  4  othei-s  of  similar  capaci^,' 
while  the  Columbia  River  Shipbuilding  Corporation  is  building  6 
steel  vessels  and  7  wooden  vessels,  with  'i  total  capacity  of  52,M0. 
The  only  other  concern  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  that  is  building  steel 
vessels  is  the  Albina  Engine  &  Machine  Works,  at  Portland,  which 
has  contracts  for  4  vessels  of  a  total  tonnage  capacity  of  15,200. 

In  addition  to  the  activity  in  steel  shipbuilding,  the  various  com- 
panies mentioned  and  other  companies  are  at  work  on  58  woodoi 
vessels.  These  range  all  the  way  from  170  to  290  feet  in  length, 
from  36  to  48  feet  beam,  and  from  14  to  29  feet  depth.  All  are  for 
American  concerns,  and  of  the  number  shown  by  the  17  companies 
from  which  reports  were  received,  5  have  been  launched,  28  are  build- 
ing, and  the  remainder  are  imder  contract. 

Important  Hew  Projects  TTnder  Way. 

In  addition  to  the  activities  mentioned,  the  Todd  interests,  in 
reality  the  Seattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  have  purchased 
a  large  area  in  Tacoma  and  are  to  put  up,  in  addition  to  their 
Seattle  plant,  dry-dock  and  shipbuildmg  facilities  to  the  value  of 
$1,500,000.  A  new  firm  at  Hoquiam,  reported  this  week,  and  known 
as  the  Hoquiam  Shipbuilding  Co.,  the  incorporators  of  which  are 
planning  on  a  capitalization  of  $50,000,  is  expected  to  baild  a  nimi- 
ber  of  small  schooners  in  one  type  of  lumber  carrier,  with  ausiliaiy 
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motors  and  a  capacity  of  about  2,000,000  feet  b.  m.    The  site  already 
has  been  obtained. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  shipbuilding  industry  of  the  Pacific  North- 
west, from  C'ohunbia  River  points  to  and  including  Vancouver, 
British  C'olumbia,  represents  $40,000,000. 

NOVEMBEB  EXFOBTS  SET  NEW  BECORD. 

Expoits  for  November  were  the  hirgest  on  record,  exceeding  those 
for  September  by  $3,000,000.  The  new  record,  as  announced  by  the 
Bureau  of  P'oreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  is  $.j17,{)00,000.  The  total  exports  for  the  11  months 
ended  with  November  were  $K!)G1;200,000,  against  $3,195,400,000  for 
the  sjune  period  in  1915  and  $-2,250,800,000  in  1913,  which  was  the 
largest  total  for  normal  years. 

November  imports  were  valued  at  $177,000,000,  representing  a 
slight  decrease  when  compared  with  those  for  October  ($178,700,000) 
but  exceeding  by  $21,500,000  those  for  November,  1915,  and  by 
$35,000,000,  or  25  per  cent,  the  November  average  from  1911  to  1915. 
The  11  months'  imports  were  valued  at  $2,186,800,000,  as  against  . 
$1,606,800,000  in  1915  and  $1,674,600,000  in  1914,  the  former  high- 
record  year  in  imports.  Of  the  November  imports,  66  per  cent 
entered  free  of  duty,  being  about  the  same  proportion  as  that  for 
November,  1915. 

The  United  States  entered  upon  the  last  month  of  the  year  with 
a  total  foreign  trade  of  $7,148,000,000  for  11  months  and  with  pros- 
pects that  the  year's  trade  will  approximate  $7,800,000,000  in  value. 
This  estimate  is  based  on  actual  results  for  November,  just  announcetl 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of 
Conmierce. 

The  favorable  trade  balance  for  November  was  $340,900,000,  or 
about  twice  as  much  as  for  November,  1915,  and  four  times  as  much 
as  for  November,  1914.  The  excess  of  exports  o\er  imports  for  the 
eleven  months  of  1916  was  $2,774,400,000,  compared  with  $1,588,- 
COO.OOO  in  1915,  and  $193,400,000  in  1914. 

The  net  inward  gold  movement  totaled  $20,100,000  for  the  month 
and  $399,600,000  for  the  11  months  ending  with  November.  Like 
periods  of  1915  gave  $57,300,000  and  $:J87,000,000,  respectively; 
while  in  1914  there  was  a  net  outward  gold  movement  of  $7,100,000 
for  the  month  and  $109,200,000  for  the  11  months.  Gold  imports 
in  November  totaled  $46,500,000,  the  smallest  with  one  excei)tion 
during  the  last  six  months,  and  representing  a  drop  from  $122,700,(M)0 
in  June.  (Jold  exports  in  November  aggregated  $2().300,000,  the 
largest  figure  shown  by  any  earlier  month  of  the  year.  The  11 
months  show  gold  imports  of  $527,400,000  and  gold  exports  to  the 
value  of  $127,800,000. 

Conservation  of  Mineral  Springs  in  Fern. 

The  President  of  Peru  has  issued  a  decree  providing  for  the  con- 
servation and  exploitation  of  all  the  mineral  springs  in  the  country 
under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  This  depart- 
ment will. disseminate  information  on  the  curative  properties  of  the 
native  mineral  waters  and  will  prevent  the  misuse  of  the  springs, 
taking  charge  of  the  baths  and  depots  where  the  waters  are  taken. 
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ECONOMIC  OUTLOOK  IN  THE  NETHEBLANSS. 

[Consnl  Frank  W.  UaUn,  Amsterdam,  Not.  25.] 

Prophecies  are  heard  in  Holland  of  a  distressful  winter,  not  only 
here  but  throughout  the  world.  The  prophecies  are  based  on  Tarioos 
conditions,  some  existing,  others  in  prospect.  One  of  these  is  the 
shortage  of  this  year's  wheat  crop,  taking  the  world  as  a  whole,  which 
will  inevitably  result  in  high  prices  for  flour  and  a  scarcity  of  bread 
in  countries  which,  like  Holland,  produce  little  wheat.  Corn  meal 
and  bread  might  supply  the  deficiency  to  a  large  extent,  but  Euro- 
peans generally  consider  cotn  an  animal  food  and  must  be  educated 
to  eat  it  themselves  in  any  form. 

The  scarcity  of  coal  is  another  condition,  in  Holland  at  least.  The 
local  mines  produce  some  2,000,000  tons  a  year,  but  that  is  barely  a 
fifth  of  the  normal  quantity  consumed  in  this  country.  England  and 
Germany  have  been  the  foreign  sources  of  supply,  but  because  of  the 
war  importation  is  now  so  restricted  and  so  uncertain  as  to  produce 
a  grave  situation.  Municipal  authorities  are  urging  the  public  to  be 
economical  with  gas  and  electricity,  street  lighting  is  materially  re- 
duced, the  railways  annoimce  that  various  train  services  will  be  dis- 
continued and  that  cars  will  not  be  heated  universally — all  to  save 
coal.  Further,  the  Government  has  just  issued  a  note  to  the  burgo- 
masters of  the  country  urging  the  utmost  economy  in  the  use  of 
fuel,  restricted  use  of  gas  and  electricity  by  and  the  earlier  closing  of 
hotels,  coffee  houses,  and  retail  stores,  and  a  higher  price  for  all  gas 
and  electricity  used  above  a  prescribed  minimum;  with  the  intima- 
tion that  commimities  which  do  not  observe  economy  will  suffer  in 
the  allotment  of  coal  supplies.  [Mention  of  the  takmgover  by  the 
Dutch  Government  of  the  distribution  of  all  coal  in  Holland  was 
made  in  Commebce  Reports  for  Feb.  5, 1916.] 

Other  conditions  in  Holland  are  a  scarcity  of  building  materials 
and  of  materials  for  machine  works,  shipyards,  etc.,  and  the  great 
difficulty  and  even  impossibility  in  some  cases  of  obtaining  more  of 
such  supplies,  most  of  which  must  be  imported  and  have  hitherto 
come  chiefly  from  countries  now  at  war.  It  is  feared  that  the  result 
may  be  to  stop  all  construction  work  and  to  close  some  large  fac- 
tories, thus  throwing  many  people  out  of  employment  during  the 
coming  winter,  when  the  opportunities  for  other  work  are  the  least 
Cost  of  Uvtag — ^Var  Profits — American  Opportunity. 

The  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  now  far  exceeds  the  average  ina«ase 
in  wages.  According  to  recently  publislied  statistics,  the  price  of  29 
of  the  most  important  articles  of  consumption  in  Holland  had  risen 
50  per  cent  at  the  end  of  September,  1916,  in  comparison  with  the 
year  1913;  in  comparison  with  1915,  the  increase  was  20  per  cent 
Though  perhaps  a  little  exaggerated,  these  figures  approximate  the 
fact. 

Apparently  the  great  war  profits  made  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness m  Holland  have  reached  their  climax  and  are  now  waning. 
They  resulted  chiefly  from  the  opportunity  to  sell  at  very  high  prices 
stocks  of  goods  in  Holland  which  had  relatively  small  value  before 
the  war,  and  to  sell  at  almost  any  price  which  nagbt  be  asked  certain 
goods  imported  from  the  Dutch  colonies  or  from  neutral  coun^es. 
Some  Dutch  factories  have  also  reaped  great  profit  from  the  h^ 
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prices  received  for  their  products.  Now  those  old  stocks  are  ex- 
hausted, imports  are  iiractically  restricted  to  Holland's  necessities, 
and  many  factories  suffer  from  inadequate  supplies  of  raw  materials. 
In  view  of  the  difficulty  or  virtual  impossibility  of  importing  coal, 
raw  materials,  and  various  necessities  of  life  from  present  belligerent 
countries  which  formerly  gave  Holland  ample  supplies,  it  is  obvious 
that  a  great  opportunity  is  offered  to  the  United  States,  but  the  lack 
of  sufficient  shipping  fiicilities  may  be  a  bar  to  utilizing  this  oppor- 
tunity. If  that  could  1)6  removed,  the  present  field  in  Holland  for 
American  products  is  ahnost  limitless. 


BBAZIL'S  CATTLE  EXPOSITION  AND  CONGBESS. 

(Consul  Goncral  Alfred  L.  M.  nottHc-kalk,  Rio  «lc  Jnneiro,  Xov.  17.] 

The  Brazilian  International  Cattle  Exposition  is  to  be  held  in 
May,  1917,  and  in  developing  the  project  emphasis  will  be  placed 
not  only  upon  the  fact  that  the  cattle  industry  is  important  to 
Brazil's  economic  future,  but  also  upon  the  view  that  the  Brazilian 
herd  may  be  improved  and  made  to  furnish  types  suitable  for  the 
export  packing  business  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  sires.  Ameri- 
can cattle  raisers  will  find  an  opportunity  to  show  clearly  to  the 
market  here  what  types  of  American  live  stock  would  be  suitable  for 
Brazilians  to  import  for  the  betterment  of  the  native  stock.  Swine 
and  sheep  should  receive  attention  as  well  as  bovine  stock. 

Some  Fine  Specimens  of  Native  Stock. 

That  the  Brazilian  native  stock  already  possesses  some  excellent 
types  has  been  proven  by  the  shipments  of  Brazilian  meat  that  have 
gone  abroad.  It  may  be  judged  by  anyone  who  visits  Brazilian  cattle 
fazendas  and  sees  there  the  handsome  types  of  caracu,  curraleiro,  and 
corteleiro.  They  are  from  ancient  Portuguese  cattle,  more  degen- 
erated in  some  parts  of  tlve  country  than  in  others,  but  furnishing 
some  fine  specimens,  admirably  adajited  to  the  climate  and  pasture. 

The  projected  cattle  exposition,  like  all  such  enterprises  in  Brazil, 
will  be  under  the  direct  charge  of  the  Permanent  Commission  of 
Expositions,  whose  secretary  general,  Dr.  Conde  Candido  Mendes  de 
Almeida,  may  be  addressed  at  the  Museu  Commercial  do  Rio  de 
Janeii'o,  Praga  15  de  Novembro. 

The  idea  of  the  exposition  owes  its  birth  to  the  Sociedade  Xacional 
da  Agricultura,  an  association  which  has  advanced  the  interests  not 
only  of  agi'iculture  and  cattle  raising  but  also  of  industries  related  to 
the  resources  of  forest,  field,  and  stream. 

Cattle  Baisers  to  Present  Views. 

Tlie  National  Society,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  working  for  a 
cattle  exposition,  is  making  preparations  for  a  cattle  congress  to  be 
held  at  the  same  time,  at  which  lectures  and  debates  and  the  inter- 
change of  opinions  between  cattle  raisei-s  from  all  ])arts  of  Brazil  will 
be  a  feature.  American  stock-farm  owners,  pastnre-seed  dealers,  and 
manufacturers  of  ranch  and  stock-farm  equipment  would  find  it 
profitable  to  give  special  attention  to  this  congress. 

[Articles  on  the  Brazilian  cattle  industry  were  published  in  Ck)UiiKBCK 
ICepobts  for  July  10,  July  27,  and  Oct.  13,  1916.] 
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BRAZIL  A  FIELD  FOB  IHCBEASED  HABDWASE  SALES. 

The  declaration  that  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  European 
hardware  manufacturers  should  dominate  the  market  in  Brazil  is 
made  in  a  report  which  has  been  publidied  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  representative  of  the  Bureau  who 
studied  the  conditions  in  that  country,  former  Commercial  Attache 
Lincoln  Hutchinson,  urges  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  to 
make  an  intensive  study  of  the  hardware  trade  in  Brazil,  such  as 
the  Germans  have  made,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  no  more 
favorable  time  than  the  present  to  make  such  a  study  will  ever  be 
found.  Trade  gained  now  may  be  retained  when  the  war  is  over  if 
proper  precautions  are  taken.  Mr.  Hutchison  has  devoted  many 
pages  to  the  details  that  must  be  mastered  if  new  business  is  to  be 
retained.  Much  stress  is  laid  upon  tact  and  courtesy  and  upon  a 
knowledge  of  the  language. 

Tariffs  are  very  high,  but  they  handicap  the  European  manufac- 
turer as  well  as  th6  American.  Portuguese  is  an  unusual  accom- 
plishment in  the  United  States ;  but  if  saksmen  of  the  other  counb-ies 
see  profit  in  mastering  it,  Americans  should  find  it  equally  worth 
while.  There  is  no  prejudice  against  American  goods ;  in  fact,  every- 
thing else  being  equal,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  a  preference  would 
be  shown  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

Brasilian  Imports  Snring  Konnal  Tears. 

The  average  imports  of  hardware  into  Brazil  during  the  normal 
years  1910,  1911,  and  1912  were  valued  at  $8,360,000  a  year,  and  of 
this  total,  $6,864,000,  or  82  per  cent,  came  from  Europe.  Half  the 
exports  from  Europe  came  from  three  coimtries  which  are  not  now 
in  a  position  to  continue  their  shipments  in  any  considerable  quan- 
tity. Brazilian  statistics  are  classified  in  such  a  way  as  to  muce  it 
impossible  to  determine  the  exact  imports  of  hardware,  but  these  fig- 
ures are  held  to  furnish  an  approximate  idea  of  the  trade.  A  large 
share  of  the  business  has  been  m  the  hands  of  Grermany.  In  8  of  the  16 
classes  of  imports  in  which  hardware  is  found  that  country  has  sup- 
plied a  larger  share  than  any  other,  and  in  five  of  these  classes  it 
has  sold  more  than  all  of  its  competitors  combined.  In  three  others 
it  has  been  little  behind  the  leader.  England  has  held  first  place 
only  in  manufactures  of  zinc,  plated  goods,  staples,  nails,  screws,  and 
rivets,  tools  and  utensils,  manufactures  of  nickel,  and  gymnastic  and 
sporting  ^oods.  The  United  States  has  led  only  in  manufactures  of 
lead,  and  in  scales. 
Kistakes  Hade  by  American  Shippers. 

Several  mistakes  made  by  American  shipi>ers  are  described.  The 
attache  himself  once  imported  an  order  of  biscuits  from  the  United 
States.  The  invoice  stated  "crackers,"  since  the  exporter  never 
thought  of  the  possibility  of  having  the  biscuits  taken  tor  fireworks. 
But  the  result  was  that  all  the  biscuits  were  unloaded  at  the  depot 
for  inflammables  and  considerable  time  and  money  were  expended 
before  they  reached  their  final  destination. 

The  new  report  is  the  fifth  of  a  series  issued  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  on  the  hardware  markets  of  tiie 
world.    Accompanying  it  are  774  samples  of  this  class  of  goods 
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such  as  havf  befen  successfully  sold  in  the  South  American  country. 
After  being  exhibited  in  the  principal  hardware  centers  these  will 
eventually  be  added  to  the  permanent  collection  of  samples  at  the 
customhouse  in  New  York.  Part  of  the  report  is  given  over  to  a 
description  of  the  trade  in  each  hardware  line  and  has  been  made  as 
practical  and  specific  as  possible.  In  all  there  are  89  pages.  The 
exact  title  is  "Brazilian  markets  for  American  hardware,"  Miscel- 
laneous Series  No.  47,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  for  the  nominal 
sum  of  15  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington, 
D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce. 


AlIERICAN  CONSTJIAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  i-espective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expin- 
tionof 
Tonue. 


AdOress. 


AHMrtJUhotJ 

Btett.  Homer 

Backlln,  OeatgtA 

duunberlin,  George  E. 

Deichman,  Carl  F 

Dow,  Edvard  A 

Eager,  George  Eugene. 
Oamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Charles  L. . . . 
Listoe,  Soren 

Sauer,  Emll 

Smith,  James  A 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WUlrich,  Oebhard 

Weddell,  Alexander  W 


Hanover,  Germany. . 
Le  Gualra,  Venezuela 

Bordeaux,  France 

Georgetown,  Guiana. , 


Santos,  Brazil. 
St.     Stephen, 
Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Germany 
Corinto,  Nicaragua 


Dec.  2S 

Feb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Dec.  23 


Now 


Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan.     2 
Dec.  31 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Riusia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologne,  Germany. . . 

Calcutta,  India 

St.  Pierre,  Mlquelon. 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Athens,  Greece 


Dec.  30 
Jan.  27 
Jan. 
..do 


15 


Feb.  1 
Jan.  la 
Dec.  25 

..do 

Dec.  31 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
C/o  K.  L.  ChamberlUi,  Woodstock  Val. 

ley,  C<mn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  OfSce,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  504  Federal 

Building,  Chicuo,  ni. 
12S  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  Uendota,  Wa.<iIungton,  D.  C. 
"Isltagton,"    Walkerford.    Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
2230  Q  street,  Washingtm,  D.  C. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


FBODirCTION  OF  IIFMBEB  IN  NEW  BBUNSWICK. 

New  Brunswick's  lumber  production  for  the  calendar  year  lOl,'), 
according  to  a  report  made  by  the  Forestry  Branch  of  the  Dominion 
Department  of  the  Interior  and  forwarded  from  Moncton  by  Consul 
E.  Verne  Richardson,  amoimted  to  633,518,000  feet  board  measure, 
compared  with  414,808,000  in  1914.  These  figures  were  obtainetl 
from  240  active  mills. 

In  the  production  of  spruce,  balsam  fir,  white  pine,  and  many  of 
the  minor  classes  of  lumber  in  New  Brunswick,  the  returns  show  a 
considerable  increase  in  1915  over  1914.  In  the  quantity  of  lltnilock 
sawn  there  was  a  notable  decrease.  In  1914  it  formed  C.3  per  cent  of 
the  whole  cut  of  the  Province,  while  in  1915  it  composed  only  2.4  i>er 
cent.   The  total  value  of  the  1915  production  is  given  as  $9,902,202. 
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OCEAN  BATES  AFFECT  HASKETS  FOB  AMEBIC  AH.  PIAB08. 

SOUTH  APBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  II.  Helsler,  Cape  Town,  Oct.  7.1 

Pianos  have  a  good  market  in  the  Cape  Town  consular  district  at 
present.  It  is  believed  tliat  this  will  continue  while  present  economic 
conditions  prevail,  and  any  substantial  change  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected here.  The  effect  of  the  war  on  sales  of  pianos  is  said  to  hare 
been  remarkable,  in  that  most  of  the  Cape  Town  dealers  are  selling 
more  instruments  than  usual.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  state  the 
extent  of  the  increase,  as  each  fii-m  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  furnish  such  information  on  account  of  existing  compe- 
tition. 
High  Quality  a  Feature  of  American  Product. 

American  pianos  compare  very  favorably  with  other  makes  on 
this  market,  especially  those  imported  from  England.  The  quality 
of  the  product  from  the  United  States  is  said  to  be  far  in  advance  of 
that  coming  from  England,  and  if  the  freight  and  transi>ort  difficul- 
ties were  not  so  great  this  country  would  become  a  still  better  cus- 
tomer for  American  instruments.  It  has  been  suggested  by  a  mem- 
ber of  a  local  firm  that,  even  when  normal  conditions  are  restored, 
there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  American  piano  should  not  be 
especially  favored. 

Some  American  manufacturers,  while  making  a  piano  of  moderate 
price  containing  good  material  and  good  workmanship,  fail  to  pro- 
duce a  projjerly  finished  article.  One  local  merchant  informed  this 
office  that  the  last  piano  he  received  from  the  United  States  had  to 
be  sandpapered  and  jjolished  where  the  finish  was  bad,  but  that  in 
justice  to  the  makers  he  desired  to  add  that  the  tone  was  wonderful 
for  the  price. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  whether  there  have  been  extensive  cancel- 
lations of  American  orders  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  on  account 
of  increased  ocean  rates,  but  it  is  believed  that  in  individual  cases 
there  has  been  a  severe  loss  of  orders  of  this  kind.  Moreover,  it  is 
known  that  merchants  are  buying  very  sparingly  from  the  United 
States  and  confining  their  orders  to  other  countries  on  account  of  the 
difference  in  freight  rates. 

Charges  from  New  York  to  Cape  Town  ProhlbitiTe. 

On  a  piano  costing  the  equivalent  of  $99.64  in  London  the  total 
amount  of  charges  landed  in  Cape  Town  brings  the  cost  up  to 
$167.48.  An  instrument  recently  purchased  through  an  American 
commission  house  from  a  firm  in  Massachusetts  for  only  $81,  when 
landed  in  (^ai)e  Town  cost  $197.54.  The  charges  from  America  alone 
amounted  to  $85,  which  was  more  than  the  original  cost  of  the  piano. 
It  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  percentage  on  the  original  cost, 
for  the  American  piano,  was  much  greater  than  for  the  English 
piano.  Although  the  English  piano  cost  more  in  England,  the 
American  piano  was  of  better  value.  Even  with  the  better  value  in 
its  favor,  the  American  make  can  not  again  be  purchased  because  of 
the  prohibitive  charges  from  New  York  to  Cape  Town. 

A  well-known  South  African  firm  stated  that  before  the  war  it 
paid  from  the  United  States  an  average  of  75  per  cent  on  the  Ameri- 
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can  cost,  but  that  the  last  shipment  from  that  country  averaged  210 

per  cent  on  home  cost.    The  difference  was  due  abnost  entirely  to 

freight. 

So  Shipments  Until  Situation  ImproveB. 

When  asked  to  express  an  opinion  regarding  the  trade  in  American 
pianos,  a  firm  maintaining  branch  houses  in  all  the  important  centers 
of  South  Africa  stated  that  the  freight  rates  from  the  United  States 
had  become  so  excessive  that  a  telegram  had  been  sent  holding  up 
all  future  shipments  until  the  situation  improved.  In  the  past  this 
firm  imported  several  makes  of  American  pianos,  and  it  still  holds 
exclusive  agencies  for  certain  American  factories,  but  now  all  such 
importation  has  been  stopped. 

The  freight  on  pianos  from  America  is  $41  per  cubic  ton,  and  an 
American  piano,  packed,  requires  2  tons  space,  so  that  the  importer 
is  immediately  faced  with  an  expense  of  $82  per  piano  for  freight 
alone.  The  pre-war  rate  is  stated  to  have  been  approximately  $12 
per  cubic  ton. 

Until  recently,  there  was  a  very  noticeable  difference  between  the 
rates  on  pianos  and  organs  from  Canada  and  those  from  the  United 
States,  and  representatives  of  Canadian  organ  manufacturere  were 
able  to  guarantee  delivery  of  instruments  at  rates  from  Canadian 
ports  20  per  cent  below  those  from  American  ports.  The  charges 
are  now  said  to  be  nearly  equal,  but  the  previous  advantage  enjoyed 
by  Canada  caused  a  setback  for  American  musical  instruments. 

Should  Follow  German  and  English  Styles. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  beauty  of  finish  and  quality  of 
tone  of  the  best  American  pianos  are  equal  to  any.  It  is  suggested 
that  if  the  American  manufacturers  would  cater  more  to  the  tastes  of 
the  South  African  buyers,  and  foUow  more  closely  the  styles  of  the 
German  and  English  makes,  a  much  larger  shai'e  of  this  trade  could 
be  obtained. 

The  percentage  of  the  white  population  of  this  district  owning 
pianos  is  large.  Almost  every  farmhouse  has  one,  while  the  board- 
ing house  or  hotel  without  one  is  a  rarity.  In  nearly  all  of  these 
places  upright  instruments  of  the  standard  German  or  English 
makes  are  to  be  seen.  The  style  preferred  is  the  upright  with  the 
front  ornamented  by  divided  paneling,  each  panel  generally  being 
molded,  while  the  center  one  possibly  has  marquetry  or  inlaid  work. 
Divided  lifts  are  required.  The  general  height  in  this  district  is 
about  4  feet  5  inches.  Very  few  ^rand  pianos  are  sold.  A  finish 
of  natural  walnut  in  the  upright  pianos  is  preferred.  In  most  cases 
the  pianos  are  supplied  with  bracKets  for  candles  or  lamps. 

Turohasers  Largely  Persons  of  Hoderate  Hevts. 

The  trade  is  largely  with  persons  of  moderate  means  who  have 
come  to  consider  a  piano  an  indispensable  part  of  the  furniture  of 
a  home ;  hence,  the  lowest  price  consistent  with  reliability  is  the  con- 
trolling factor. 

The  packing  cases  are  usually  of  the  same  shape  as  the  pianos,  well 
made  of  1-incn  boards  and  lined  with  metal. 

Nearly  all  the  pianos  imported  by  merchants  ore  bought  outright, 
the  manufacturers  receiving  cash  from  the  importer's  agent,  who 
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generally  accepts  a  draft  at  90  days  in  settlement.  The  dealers  here 
sell  for  cash,  short  credit,  or  on  the  installment  plan,  as  desired  by 
the  customer.  When  sold  on  the  installment  plan  the  monthly  pay- 
ments usually  run  through  2  or  3  years. 

No  wood  not  thoroughly  seasoned,  or  any  other  material  likely 
to  shrink,  should  be  used  in  pianos  intended  to  be  sent  to  South 
Africa,  on  account  of  the  very  dry  atmosphere. 

Pianos  are  classified  under  No.  193  of  the  South  African  import 
tariff  and  pay  an  import  duty  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  a 
rebate  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  granted  on  all  such  goods  manufac- 
tured in  the  irnited  Kingdom  or  in  reciprocating  British  colonies. 

Shonld  Learn  Requirements  of  Conntry. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  by  the  manager  of 
one  of  the  largest  houses  dealing  in  musical  instruments  in  South 
Africa,  .showing  the  favorable  market  for  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States : 

I  personnUy  would  guarantee,  If  American  firms  care  to  follow  my  advice, 
to  estnbllsh  nn  excellent  and  satisfactory  market  for  American  pianos,  orgnus, 
and  other  musical  instruments,  but  the  manufacturers  itave  yet  much  to  leflrn 
as  to  the  requirements  of  this  great  country  with  its  variations  of  temperature 
and  climatic  conditions.  The  writer  contemplates  a  visit  to  America  with  the 
intention  of  Interviewing  prominent  American  piano  and  organ  manufacturers. 

The  import  statistics  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  do  not  sepa- 
rately specify  pianos,  but  combine  the  imjiorts  of  all  musical  instru- 
ments under  one  heading.  The  values  of  imports  of  musical  instru- 
ments for  1913,  1914,  and  1915  were:  $873,299  in  1913;  $555,297  m 
1914;  $322,031  in  1915. 

[.■V  list  of  dealers  in  pianos  and  other  musical  instruments  In  Cape  Town  and 
the  name  of  the  writer  of  the  letter  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Us  district  or  cooperative  ofBces. 
Hefer  to  file  No.  81945.] 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  BUzabetb,  Oct.  10.] 

Some  Criticisms  of  Instruments  by  Importer. 

The  present  retail  prices  in  Port  Elizabeth  for  medium-grade 
pianos  range  from  $250  to  $350,  This  is  due  entirely  to  increased 
freight  rates  and  inability  to  procure  pianos  from  continental  Eu- 
rope. The  size  now  in  greatest  demand  is  about  50  inches  high,  54 
inches  wide,  and  24  or  25  inches  deep. 

Some  American  pianos  recently  have  been  landed  here,  and  the 
importer  states  that  they  are  quite  satisfactory,  but  slightly  in- 
ferior to  the  British  or  German  product  in  the  matter  of  finish.  The 
polished  surfaces  are  not  quite  so  good  where  carved  or  turned 
AVGik  borders  the  inside  panels.  There  was  also  some  criticism  of 
the  ivory  section  of  the  keys.  The  cut  portion  surroimding  the  black 
keys  is  inclined  to  be  a  little  rough,  and  in  some  instances  the  ivory 
is  so  thin  that  the  cement  in  which  it  is  set  is  perceptible  through  the 
surface. 

The  tone  and  action  of  these  American  pianos  that  have  just  been 
imported  is  fully  equal  to  any  similar  grade  of  British  or  German 
iiiKtruinents  received  here.  A  waterproof  covering  is  provided  with 
each  piano  and  is  a  most  useful  adjunct  in  the  moist  climate  of  the 
coastal  sections. 
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CHINA. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Oct.  12.] 

Kew  and  Substantial  Trade  in  the  Far  East. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  trade  of  the  Far  East  in 
masical  instruments,  American  pianos  are  coming  into  various  ports 
here  in  good  volume,  and  with  prospects  of  increasing  and  perma- 
nent trade.  In  Hongkong  one  of  the  most  prominent  music  houses. 
which  has  branches  m  most  of  the  principal  ports  of  China,  has  in- 
troduced with  distinct  success  an  American  make  of  pianos  espe- 
cially constructed  for  the  Tropics,  and  orders  for  the  instruments 
are  being  repeated  in  increasing  size.  This  piano  is  made  to  retail 
at  $250  gold.  It  is  small  compared  with  standard  American  sizes, 
but  is  equipped  with  all  the  latest  appliances,  has  a  good  tone,  sewed 
and  riveted  felts  (i,  e,,  no  glue  used  in  its  construction),  a  solid  wood 
case,  improved  pin  sockets — in  short,  it  is  an  up-to-date  instrument 
at  a  comparatively  low  price. 

Should  Be  Suited  to  Climate  of  Hongkong, 

The  successful  introduction  of  this  piano  has  been  due  primarily  to 
the  war.  The  principal  German  and  English  manufacturers  have 
made  instruments  eq>ecially  suited  to  the  climate  of  Hongkong  and 
the  Tropics  generally.  Those  from  the  United  States  as  a  rule  have 
been  too  large  and  heavy  for  the  demand  here  on  account  of  trans- 
portation conditions  in  the  interior.  At  the  various  coast  ports,  the 
criticism  was  offered  that  they  were  in  veneer  cases  and  otherwise 
were  not  constructed  for  the  climate.  The  result  has  been  that  what 
few  American  pianos  were  bought  here  gave  constant  trouble  with 
warping  woodwork,  loosened  felts,  corroded  strings,  loosened  keys, 
and  many  other  similar  troubles.  The  one  line  of  American  pianos 
that  has  been  successfully  introduced  has  an  especially  solid  case  con- 
structed so  as  to  resist  dampness.  Its  mechanism  also,  while  of  the 
most  modem  sort,  is  of  materials  and  workmanship  to  resist  damp- 
ness and  heat. 

American  organs  and  various  other  American  instruments  are  in 
common  use  in  the  East,  The  successful  addition  of  various  makes 
of  American  pianos  will  add  greatly  to  American  prestige  in  musical 
lines  as  well  as  to  actual  trade.  While  the  introduction  of  American 
instrum<ents  has  been  due  in  the  first  place  to  the  difficulty  of  getting 
such  articles  from  Europe  during  the  war,  the  views  regarding  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  various  instruments  held  by  piano  dealers 
here  seems  to  indicate  the  probability  of  permanent  and  increasing 
trade. 

EKOXAKB. 

[Consul  Walter  C.  llamm,  Ncwcastle-on-Tync,  Nov.  C] 

Var  Increases  English  Demand  for  Musical  Instruments. 

Several  inquiries  regarding  the  market  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  for  pianos  and  musical  instruments  have  been 
answered  this  year  with  the  statement  that  there  was  little  or  no  de- 
mand for  such  goods  on  accoimt  of  the  war.  These  answers  related, 
however,  to  the  higher-priced  instruments,  such  luxuries  having  been 
cut  off  on  account  of  the  high  taxes.    It  is  found,  however,  that  the 
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market  for  cheaper  musical  instruments  has  enlarged.     A  dealer 
states : 

Tlie  general  opinion  nuiong  iustrnment  sellers  seems  to  be  that  In  spite  of 
the  rise  iu  price,  which  hns  been  nearly  2o  per  cent  over  antebellum  figures,  the 
tleuiand  is  incrensiiiK.  This  is  on  account  of  higher  wages,  and  the  fact  that 
notwithstanding  tlie  increased  cost  of  living  many  families  have  a  larger  balance 
than  formerly,  and  a  percentage  of  tlds  goes  into  musical  instrument  purchases. 

The  duty  on  pianos  is  33J  per  cent. 

With  one  month's  credit  the  discount  is  5  per  cent ;  on  six  months' 
credit  2|  per  cent. 

Dealers'  Views  of  Conditions  in  Harket. 

Four  dealei's  in  musical  instruments  make  the  folloTiring  state- 
ments regarding  the  conditions  in  this  market : 

No.  1.  A  good  demand  for  pianos  costing  from  $100  to  $200  and 
melotleons  at  ahout  $5.  No  special  packing  instructions.  Formerly 
received  musical  instruments  from  the  Continent,  carriage  paid  into 
Tj'ne. 

No.  2.  Formerly  received  pianos  and  organs  from  Japan  and 
America.  Thinks  ther^  is  a  good  demand  for  melodeons,  accordions, 
and  mouth  organs.  Italian  melodeons,  retail  price  $12  after  paying 
duty,  10  keys,  steel  reeds. 

No.  3.  Moderate  demand  for  pianos,  but  at  a  low  price  Tvould  sell. 
Demand  for  melodeons  and  mouth  organs. 

No.  4.  Says  a  low-priced  piano  would  sell  well;  also  melodeons, 
accordions,  mouth  organs,  and  gramophones. 

[Several  of  the  dealers  mentioned  desire  American  catalogues  and  lists  of 
prices.  Their  names  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  oflSces.    Itefer  to  file  No.  82105.] 


BRITISH  DTTEBESTED  DT  NEW  CHIBESE  HEWSFAFEfi. 

[Consul  General  Tbomss  Sammona,  Shanghai,  Not.  17.] 

Announcement  has  just  been  made  of  the  expected  issue  next  week 
of  the  first  number  of  a  new  Chinese  vernacular  newspaper,  the  Hsin 
Shun  Pao.  It  will  be  published  by  the  Hsin  Shim  Pao  (Ltd.),  incor- 
porated under  Hongkong  Companies'  Ordinances,  and  will  be  the 
only  Chinese  paper  under  British  registry.  All  of  the  stock  of  the 
company  has  been  taken  by  British  and  Chinese  capitalists. 

According  to  the  North  China  Daily  News,  the  primary  object  of 
the  new  publication  is  to  further  British  interests  in  China  and  to 
present  to  the  Chinese  reading  public  British  views  in  general,  al- 
though it  will  be  in  no  sense  a  British  organ. 
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FfiOFOSAIS  FOS  OOYEBBIIEBT  SUFFLIES  ABB  CONSTBITCTION. 

[Correepondenco  ilioald  be  dJrect  with  the  offices  named,  nnd  spedficattons  can  usually 
Im  obtained  at  the  points  wbere  the  goods  are  to  be  dellTtrrd  or  the  work  ts  to  be  per- 
formed. In  eases  where  the  time  Hmlf  Is  too  short  to  permit  flmw  to  snbmlt  tenders,  they 
■hoold  ask  to  be  placed  «o  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Bulkhead,  No.  3905. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  Custoinijouse,  New  Orleans,  La.,  nntil  Jannao'  16,  1917, 
for  constructing  bulkhead  at  Southwest  Puss,  Ml.ssissippl  River.  Further 
information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Construction  tcork.  No.  3906.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Rock 
Island  Arsenal,  Rock  Island,  111.,  until  January  3,  1917,  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  site,  construction  of  railroad  thereto,  and  for  tbe  erection  of  nine 
concrete '  hollow-tile  storehouses  for  nitrate  of  soda,  and  nine  concrrte 
hoUow-tilc  storehouses  for  mobile  artillery  ammunition.  Specifications, 
with  plans,  form  of  proposal,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  com- 
manding officer.  Rock  Island  Arsenal. 

Chain,  No.  3807, — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tlie  Lighthotxse  In^jector, 
Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  until  January  12,  1917,  for  furnishing  sLr  15-fathom 
and  six  30-fathom  pieces  of  l|-lnch  light-vessel  chain.  Further  information 
may  be  had  on  ai^licatlon  to  the  above-named  office. 

Folding  organs,  No.  3908. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  general 
depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Ck)rps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago, 
m.,  until  January  18,  1917,  for  furnishing  70  folding  organs.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Corridor  cases,  No.  3909. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  29, 
1916,  for  furnishing,  delivering,  and  installing  corridor  cases  In  the  new 
Chemistry  Building  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  superintendent,  mechanical  plant.  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Veterinary  supplies.  No.  3910. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Me<llcal 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
December  23,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D,"  trans- 
port dock.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  iwwdered  areca  nut,  cosmo- 
llne,  and  hypodermic  needles.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  office. 

Motor  generator  sets.  No.  3911. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
January  2,  1917,  for  furnishing  two  300-kUowatt  motor  generator  sets  and 
switchboard  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  Sjieclflcatlons  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  or  to  the  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  named. 

Gates,  No.  3012. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  by  the  United  States  Recla- 
mation Service,  Denver,  Colo.,  until  January  10,  1917,  for  furnishing  but- 
terfly and  cylinder  gates  for  Flathead  project,  Montana.  Further  Infor- 
mation may  be  had  on  aitplication  to  the  Reclamation  Service,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  or  Denver,  Colo. 

Construction  work.  No.  3913. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  at  the  Rock 
Island  Arsenal,  Rock  Island,  111.,  until  January  10,  1917,  for  the  erection 
of  one  concrete  hollow-tile  storehouse  for  artillery  vehicles,  and  the  con- 
struction of  350  feet  of  standard  railway  thereto.  Specifications,  with 
plans,  form  of  pr<^>osal,  etc.,  may  be  bad  on  ai^ilicatlon  to  the  coramatKling 
officer,  Rock  Island  Arsenal. 

Electric  lighting  system.  No.  3914. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
January  22,  1917,  for  on  electric  Ilghtioig  and  power  system  for  the  struc- 
tural shop  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington, 
D.  C,  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 
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FOBEIOH  IBADE  OFFOBTTTNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  Its  district  oMcea.  Be<iii»t 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  atmte  opportnnlty  Bniaber. 
Tbe  Bnrean  docs  not  (urnlsb  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  tbe  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  eases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  officers :  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaclxs  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Automobile   acccRSorles 23S30 

Canned   goods 28332 

Confectionery 23332 

DrliHl    fruits 23332 

Dry   goods 23334 

(Jrocerles 23332 

Hardware  — 23332 

Hosiery 23384 

Lard 23382 

Machinery,  braid  making 23338 


Machinery,  lace  making 2333fi 

Machinery,  milling 23337 

Machinery,    pin 233SS 

Machines,  automatic  measuring 23333 

NoTCltlPs 23331 

Paper  and  stationery,  etc 23331 

Waterproof   fabric 23336 

WrencneB,    plumbing 23335 

Tarns . 23S38 


23330. ♦ — A  man  in  Spain  Is  <l<»sifous  of  representing  Auierlcan  manufacturers 
and  exiwrters  of  automobile  accessories.  Correspondence  In  SpanLslu 
Reference. 

23331.* — ^A  firm  in  Italy  would  lilte  to  be  placeil  In  communication  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  white  and  colored  tissue  paper. 
Samples  of  the  quality  of  paper  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  District  Offices.  (Kefer  to  Misc.  Exhibit  No.  173).  Tlie  firm  would 
also  lilte  to  receive  samples,  witli  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorli,  of  copy  boolis, 
noteboolts,  writing  paper,  wall  paper,  etc.    Uefcrence. 

23332.* — A  flriii  of  commission  agents  iu  VenezueUi  wishes  to  r^rescnt  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  gi-oceries,  wheat  flour,  rii-e.  lard,  coufcctlouery,  caniiGd 
goods,  dried  fruits,  and  liardware.    (.'orresitoudence  may  be  iu  £lugllsli. 

23333.? — A  company  in  the  TTulted  States  writes  that  Its  branch  office  In  Eng- 
land desires  to  Import  automatic  nu-asurinr;  machines,  with  a  capacity 
from  three-fourtlis  to  2  ounces. 

23334.t — A.  commission  agent  in  France  wislics  to  represent  American  inann- 
facturers  and  exportei-s  ot  dry  goods,  novelties,  and  hosiery  for  women  and 
oliildren.  Priws  siiould  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  in 
English.     Uefereuce. 

23.S35.* — A  firm  In  Switzerland  is  in  the  marliet  for  plumbing  wrenches,  an 
illustration  of  wldtrii  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 
(Kefer  to  file  No.  S2504.)  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  L  f.  European^ 
Ijort.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  in  French' 
or  German.     Kefereuces. 

23.336.* — A  company  in  China  wishes  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  a  heavy 
woven,  waterproof  fabric,  suital>Ic  for  jin-rild-sha  tops  and  curtaias.  A 
.sample  of  the  quality  of  gomls  desii-ed  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  od'ices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  82511.)  At  present  these  goods 
are  lnipoife<l  in  lolls  from  100  to  loO  yards  in  length  and  55  incites  in 
widtii,  at  iU>]>roximately  00  cents  ytev  yard.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  i.  f.  d<">Jtiiiallon  PaymtMit  will  be  made  by  siglit  draft  against  bill  of 
lading.    Ciirrespoiidenco  iu  Euglisli.    Reference. 

23337.* — A  business  man  iu  Spain  is  in  the  market  for  milling  machinery  and 
accessories.  Prices  sh<mld  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Barcelona.  Payment  will  be 
made  within  30  days  after  arrival  of  merchandise  In  Spanish  port.  Cor- 
respondence in  Si>aiiisli  or  French.    Reference. 

233,38.t — A  man  in  Canada  wishes  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  mi- 
chinery  for  making  safety  pins,  liairpins,  and  braids  and  laces  of  all  kinds. 
Tlie  machinery  is  to  be  shipped  to  South  America.  (Copper  and  other  kinds 
of  wire  for  the  manufacture  of  pins  and  yarns  of  all  kinds  are  also  desired, 
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nrCBEASED  AMERICAN  TBASE  WITH  MASSAS. 

[ConHUl  Luden  Meiuminger,  Madras,  India,  Nov.  3.] 

The  total  seaborne  trade  of  the  Madras  Presidency  witli  foreign 
countries  and  with  iM>rts  in  other  Pi-eadencies  of  Indijn  during  the 
six  months  ended  iS^eptember  30,  1916,  amounted  to  $<>0,3()0,498,  of 
wliich  $22,254,480  represents  the  value  of  imports  and  $44,046,009; 
exports.  The  imports  from  tlie  United  States  (hiring  this  period 
were  valued  at  $l,y84j285.and  exports  to  the  United  States  $4,151,709, 
according  to  the  oflScial  customhouse  returns.  In  the  corresponding 
period  during  1915  the  value  of  the  total  seaborne  trade  with  all 
countries  Avas  $56,162,107,  of  which  $19,173,899  were  imports  and 
$30,988,208  exports,  the  share  of  tlie  United  States  being  $924,982 
and  $2,082,821,  respectively.  In  the  prewar  year,  1913,  the  total 
seaborne  trade  of  the  Madras  Presidency  with  foreign  coiiuti'ies  and 
with  ports  in  otiier  Presidencies  in  India  in  the  six  months  April- 
September  amounted  to  $03,077,369,  of  which  $26,;M0,2T7  were  im- 
ports and  $36,731,092  exports.  The  value  of  the  imports  from  and 
exports  to  tlie  United  States  during  the  period  was,  respectively, 
$803,355  and  $952,725.  Imports  from  America  in  April-September, 
1916,  were  therefore  more  than  twice  as  large  as  during  a  similar 
period  three  years  ago  and  American  purchases  of  South  Indian 
produce  increased  nearly  fivefold. 

CHINESE  FLOTJR  MULING  CTJBTAUS  IMFOBTS. 

[.Tohu  R.  Arnold,  offlcc  ot  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Oct.  24.1 

Operations  were  begun  recently  in  Shanghai  by  a  new  flour  mill, 
built  entirely  witli  Chinese  capital,  the  machinery  for  which  was 
purchased  in  the  United  States.  It  is  known  as  a  "thou.>5and-barrel 
mill,"  but  has  been  able  to  turn  out  about  1,400  barrels  a  day  of  a 
quality  not  equal  to  American  flour.  The  total  investment  in  ma- 
chinery is  175,000  taels,  or  about  $130,000. 

Tlie  flour-milling  industry  in  China  has  expanded  considerably  in 
recent  years,  and,  assisted  by  war-time  freights,  has  already  affected 
the  import  trade.  The  market  for  machinery  in  connection  with 
this  industry  is  likely  to  be  important 
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BECENT  INDUSTBIAL  SEVELOPHEHTS  IS  BITSSIA. 

[Britlsb  (Oorernment)  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Not.  30.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Moscow  has  furnished  the  following 
notes  on  recent  industrial  developments  in  Russia : 

The  Chemical  Indnstiy. 

The  war  has  compelled  Russia  to  develop  its  own  chemical  in- 
dustiy,  and  a  certain  niunber  of  works  have  already  been  erected, 
while  many  are  projected.  A  superphosphate  factory  has  been 
erected  on  the  railway  between  the  stations  Molovilich-Levshino,  by 
the  zemstvo  of  Perm  and  Vyatka.  Tlie  capital  invested  in  this  un- 
dertaking is  1,000,000  rubles  ($515,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate). 
A  celluloid  factory  has  been  erected  at  Kalino  on  the  Perm  Railway. 
The  Nizhegorodski  zemstvo  has  built  a  formalin  factory  at  Vetlnga. 
A  technical  laboratory  for  the  production  of  lanolin,  naphthalene, 
etc.,  has  been  built  in  Rostov. 

A  large  company  has  been  formed  in  Moscow,  with  a  capital  of 
4,000,000  rubles  ($2,060,000),  for  the  erection  of  a  coke-benzol 
factory.  In  Tomsk  a  large  chemical  factory  is  projected  for  the 
production  of  medicaments.  A  factory  producing  tanning  materials 
in  Kief  is  now  being  administered  by  the  zem^  soynz  (union  of 
z«nstTos),  and  the  output  of  tanning  materials  has  been  largdy 
increased.  Another  tanning-material  factory  is  projecte<l  at  Maikop 
in  the  Caucasus. 

Prior  to  the  war,  the  production  of  fertilizers  in  Russia  was  largely 
dep^ident  on  raw  material  supplied  by  (iermany.  A  gi-eat  siiortage 
of  machinery  for  the  use  of  artificial  manure  factories  is  felt,  and 
this  hinders  the  more  rapid  development  of  the  industry.  Tie 
manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  appears  to  be  progressing  fairly  well, 
several  new  works  having  been  erected  in  the  Volga  region,  "in  the 
Donets  basin,  in  the  Caucasus,  and  in  the  Urals. 

The  supply  of  Russian  pyrites  is  increasing,  but  other  raw  ma- 
terials used  by  sulphuric-acid  works  are  in  short  supply.  New 
saltpeter  deposits  have  been  discovered  in  the  Altai  districts  (Siberia) 
and  are  being  studied  with  a  view  to  their  exploitation.  New  de- 
posits of  pyrites  have  been  discovered  near  the  railway  station  Kinel 
in  the  Boguruslan  district,  and  near  Samara  there  are  said  to  be 
deposits  of  sulphiir. 

The  Olass  Industry. 

In  1915  the  glass  industry  was  called  upon  to  produce  goods  that 
were  formerly  imported,  such  as  mirrors,  lenses  and  otlier  supplies 
for  optical  instruments,  and  thermometer  tubing.  The  production 
of  thermometers  in  Russia  is  a  new  industry,  these  being  formerly 
imported  from  Germany.  Fair  progress  was  also  made  in  the  manu- 
facture of  insulating  glasses  for  electrical  purposes.  Some  diffi- 
culties were  experienced  in  making  optical  glasses,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  these  will  gradually  be  overcome. 

The  prices  of  optical  and  other  instruments  in  Russia  have  gpna  up 
100  per  cent.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  microscopes,  scientific 
apparatus,  field  glasses,  etc.  Russian  industry  in  these  products  is 
undeveloped,  as  thei'e  are  no  specialists  or  experienced  hands  avail- 
able. Hospitals  placed  large  orders  wit^  gbuss  works  ior  the  pro- 
duction of  articles  for  medical  and  surgical  use. 
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Prospect  of  Developlns  Cold-Storage  Industry. 

The  establishment  of  refrigerating  plants  had  already  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Russian  (government  and  communal  organiza- 
tions in  past  years,  but  little  has  been  done  in  this  «lireotion.  In 
1914  the  Duma  assigned  15,000,000  rubles  ($7,725,000)  for  refrigerat- 
ing ari-angements  on  the  Andishan-Petrogi-ad  Railway  to  Tula,  but 
so  far  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter.  It  has.  however,  been 
decided  to  erect  slaughterhouses  and  refrigerating  plants  in  the  town 
of  Uralsk,  at  a  total  cost  of  15,000,000  rubles.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  cold-storage  plants  have  a  great  future  in  Russia,  and  there 
should  be  an  excellent  demand  after  the  war  for  refrigerating 
machinery. 
Outlook  for  Peat  and  Peat-pressing  ICachinery. 

The  peat  indu.stry  in  the  central  industrial  districts  of  Russia  (the 
Governments  of  Moscow,  Vladimir,  Nizhni  Novgorod,  Ryazan,  Kos- 
troma, and  Tarabof )  began  to  develop  in  190C,  when  a  crisis  arose  in 
the  oil  industry.  Not  only  manufacturers  but  also  the  (iovernment 
have  l)een  greatly  interested  in  its  development  in  recent  yeare.  The 
output  of  jjeat  in  the  districts  mentioned  increased  from  02,400,000 
poods  (1,1-26,700  short  tons)  in  1909  to  81,700,000  poods  (l!475,200 
tons)  in  1913.  The  output  of  peat  is  greatly  dependent  on  the  price 
of  oil.  During  191.3,  for  example,  when  the  consumption  of  oil 
decreased  somewhat,  larger  amounts  of  peat  and  coal  were  used  in  its 
stead. 

There  .should  be  a  good  opening  in  the  future  for  peat-pressing 
machinerj'.  The  Council  of  Ministers  has  assigned  1,700,000  nibles 
($876,000)  for  the  purchase  of  peat  presses,  and  a  trial  order  for  70 
presses  has  been  placed  with  works  in  Moscow.  The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  has  applied  for  a  credit  of  3,000,000  rubles  ($1,546,000) 
for  the  development  of  the  peat  industry. 


SLUE'S  IMPOBTS  AHS  EXFOBTS  FOB  SIX  MONTHS. 

I  vice  CoDHOl  Carl  C.  nanxeo,  Bangkok.] 

Siam's  purchases  of  foreign  merchandise  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1916  were  valued  at  $14,266,683,  an  increase  of  $378,628  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1915;  and  the  cotnitry's  sales 
of  native  products  to  other  countries  for  the  same  months  amounted 
to  $21,473,198  against  $19,741,379  for  1915,  a  gain  of  $1,731,819. 

The  imports  for  the  fii-st  six  months  of  the  curi'ent  year  consisted 
of  $12,915,109  worth  of  general  merchandise,  $343,659  worth  of  alco- 
holic liquors,  $015,827  worth  of  opiiim,  and  $382,088  worth  of  treas- 
u)'e  and  gold  leaf:  and  in  the  exports  were  inchuled  rice  to  the  value 
of  $17,904,639;  teakwood,  $1,142,278 ;  and  other  goods,  $2,420,281.  Of 
the  rice  export,  65,910  short  tons  were  shipped  to  Europe,  including 
Port  Said  (for  orders)  and  Alexandria;  356,890  tons  to  Straits  Set- 
tlements, British  Malay  States,  and  Netherlands  India ;  215,892  tons 
to  Hongkong,  China,  and  Japan ;  and  $12,656  tons  to  all  other  coim- 
tries. 

The  teakwood  .shipments  from  the  port  of  Bangkok  were  distrib- 
uted as  follows :  4,614  metric  tons  to  Europe,  including  Port  Said  (for 
orders) ,  14,895  tons  to  India  and  Colombo,  6,409  tons  to  Hongkong, 
China,  and  Japan,  and  1,412  tons  to  other  countries. 
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OBOWINO  ACTIVITIES  OF  CHIIIESE  EASTEBH  RAILWAY. 

[Traiulation  from  the  narblnsky  Vestnik,  forwarded  b7  Consul  C.  K.  Mo6«r,  tUrbln, 

Not.  0.1 

The  activity  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Eailway  for  1915  jvas  excep- 
tional, equally  in  relation  to  the  transportation  and  the  financial 
results.  The  total  amount  of  freight  carried^  both  fast  and -slow,  for 
private  shippers  was  117,528,520  poods  (pood=36.1128  pounds),  an 
advance  of  44,391,003  poods  over  1914.  The  carrying  of  grain  also 
shewed  an  increase  of  20,651,000  poods  compared  with  1914.  The  net 
profit,  according  to  the  exploitation  department's  estimate,  was  22,- 
780,932  rubles  ($11,732,180).  In  its  brief  report  the  commercial  de- 
partment notes  that  tnose  signs  of  decline  in  commercial  activity 
which  were  seen  at  the  beginnmg  of  the  war  have  passed  awaj'.  The 
great  demand  for  imported  goods  for  the  army  and  for  the  industries 
of  interior  Kussia  helped  to  increase  the  activity  of  the  railway.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statistical  information  furnished,  the  freight  consign- 
ments of  private  shippers,  imported  through  Vladivostok  and  trans- 
shipped to  Russia  in  transit  on  the  Russo-Chinese  communications, 
land  also  those  shipped  from  the  stations  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Rail- 
way to  the  Russian  railways  amounted  to  20,917,000  poods  in  1915,  an 
increase  over  1914  of  16,429;000  poods. 

Large  Increase  In  Shipments  of  Beans. 

,  The  principal  articles  exported  to  Russia  were  tea,  cotton,  ui^aIs, 
druggists'  supplies,  sacks,  and  machinery.  The  inci^ease  in  grain 
transportation  refers  principally  to  the  carrying  of  exports.  The 
exports  of  grains,  etc.,  chiefly  beans,  to  Japan  and  England  dui-ing 
1915  amounted  to  20,704,000  poods,  an  increase  of  11,270,000  poods, 
or  58  per  cent,  over  1914. 

During  1915  northern  Manchuria,  as  a  market  for  Russian  prod- 
ucts, temporarily  lost  its  importance.  The  imports  of  goods  into 
nortiiern  Manchuria  over  the  Russo-Chinese  overland  and  marine 
route  from  Russia  amounted  to  1,832,000  poods,  13  per  cent  less 
than  in  the  normal  year  1913.  Tlie  imports  of  goods  from  the  South 
Manchuria  Railway  amounted  to  14,099,000  poods,  an  increase  of 
^3  per  cent  over  1913  and  of  27  per  cent  over  1914. 

The  turnover  for  the  last  three  yeare,  including  the  cost  of  car- 
rying goods  for  the  needs  of  the  road,  in  rubles  of  $0,515,  was:  In 
1915,  40,056,138;  in  1914,  23,959,457;  in  1913,  22,732,059. 

The  turnover  of  1915  represents  an  increase  over  1913  of  43.24 
per  cent  and  over  1914  of  40.18  per  cent.  The  expenses  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  road  for  the  last  three  years,  including  the  cost  of  car- 
rying freight,  were:  In  1915,  17^275,205  rubles;  in  1914,  16,063,019 
rubles;  in  1913,  15,700,130  rubles.  The  net  profits  of  the  road  for 
the  three  years  were:  In  1915,  22,780,932  rubles;  in  1914,  7,896.4.37 
rubles;  in  1913,  7,031,928  rubles. 
Number  of  Passengers  Carried. 

The  carrying  of  passengers  of  nil  four  classes  amounted  to 
1,724,853  persons  in  1915,  1,716,576  in  1914,  and  1,616,520  in  1913. 

The  carrying  of  baggage  andpackages,  according  to  the  baggage 
receipts,  increased  decidedlv.  Tlie  amounts  were:  In  1915,  855,306 
poods;  in  1914,  303,540  poods;  in  1913,  285,485  poods. 
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Freights  of  passenger  speed  and  single  articles  per  pood  rate, 
shipped  from  Station  Manchuria  west  and  arriving  at  Station  Man- 
churia from  the  west,  amounted  to  07,991  poods  in  1915,  36,207  poods 
in  1914,  and  36,554  poods  in  1913.  Freights  of  fast  speed  sliowed  a 
decided  decrease  agiiinst  1914  and  still  more  against  1913.  Tlie 
amounts  were:  In  1915,  252,082  poods;  in  1914,  810,801  poods;  in 
1913,  2,149,239  poods.  This  decrease  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  Amur  Railway  diverted  fish  goods,  which  formerly  wei-e  trans- 
mitted along  the  Chinese  Eastern  Eailway,  to  Kussia. 

[A  i-evlew  of  the  marine  interpste  of  the  (Mihiese  Kn.storii  Hailway  was  pub- 
lished iu  CoMHEBCE  ICepokts  fof  l)ec.  19,  1910.] 


SIAM'S  PimCHASES  OF  BTTBBEB  GOODS. 

ITic-e  CouBUl  Carl  C.   Uanseo,  Bangkok.] 

Siam's  imports  of  rubber  goods  for  the  last  three  fiscal  years  ended 
Mai*ch  31,  1916,  have  shown  the  following  variation:  159.115  pounds 
valued  at  $119,507  for  1914;  143,500  pounds  valued  at  $103,702  for 
1915;  and  157,931  pounds  valued  at  $127,507  for  1916.  The  imports 
for  1916  included  58,565  pounds  of  motor-car  tires,  valued  at  $51,978; 
13,380  pounds  of  cycle  tires,  valued  at  $14,551 ;  41,323  pounds  of  other 
kinds  of  tires,  valued  at  $16,795 ;  and  44,630  pounds  of  all  other  rub- 
ber goods  manufactures  values  at  $44,183. 

The  sources  of  the  rubber  goods  imiwrts  for  the  fisi^al  year  ended 
■March  31,  1916,  were:  From  the  United  Kingdom,  motor-car  tires, 
$39,902 ;  cycle  tires,  $4,941 ;  other  kinds  of  tii-es,  $12.^71 ;  and  all  other 
rubber  manufactures,  $11,155;  from  United  States,  motor-car  tires, 
$872;  cycle  tires,  $3;  all  other  kinds  of  tires,  $134;  and  nil  other  rub- 
ber manufactures,  $1,002;  from  Italy,  cycle  tires,  $395;  from  Japan, 
tires,  $17;  and  all  other  rubber  manufactures,  $2,584;  from  Singa- 
pore, motor-car  tires,  $39,902 ;  cycle  tires,  $9,011 ;  all  other  kinds  of 
tires,  $3,873 5  and  all  other  rubber  manufactures,  $27,791;  from  all 
other  countries,  $1,651  worth  of  all  other  rubber  manufactures. 

Taking  the  totals  of  all  rubber  goods  imported  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1916,  it  will  be  noted  that  $80,591  worth  is 
credited  to  Singapore,  a  British  port  of  transshipment;  $40,226 
worth  to  the  United  Kingdom;  $2,011  to  the  United  States;  and 
$4,448  worth  to  all  other  countries. 
Xarket  for  Rubber  Tires. 

The  roads  in  Bangkok  are  favorable  to  the  use  of  rubl)er-tired 
vehicles,  and  the  use  of  the  automobile  and  cycle  is  stedily  increasing. 
The  total  number  of  motor  cars  on  the  register  up  to  April  1  of  this 
year  was  875.  Rubber  tires  are  used  for  horse-drawn  vehicles  as 
well  as  for  the  rickshaws  drawn  by  the  Chinese  coolies. 

During  past  j'ears  American  manufacturers  of  rubber  goods  did 
not  display  any  active  interest  in  Siam's  needs  for  such  goods,  but 
this  year  an  American  firm  has  established  an  agency  for  its  motor- 
car and  other  tires,  and  United  States  traveling  sale.-jmeu  have  taken 
fair  orders  for  other  kinds  of  rubber  manufactures. 

The  import  duty  on  all  kinds  of  rubber  goods  is  3  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 
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BBAZUIAH  METHOD  OF  OATHSBIHO  MEDIGDIAL  PLAHT8. 

[Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Sao  Paulo,  Not.  1&] 

Few  of  tlic  medicinal  plants  shipped  from  Sao  Paulo  and  vicinity 
are  cultivated.  Most  ot  them  grow  wild  in  the  tropical  foreste. 
They  are  not  very  systematically  gathered,  and  for  that  reason  it 
is  impossible  to  predict  in  advance  what  the  production  will  be,  bat 
the  supply  is  unfailing  and  the  collecting  of  the  materials  is  carried 
on  each  year  by  the  same  people,  principally  Indians,  so  that  the 
quantity  put  on  the  market  vanes  but  little  from  year  to  year. 

The  business  may  be  likened  to  that  of  farm  produce  in  the  United 
States.  When  there  is  any  extra  demand  the  call  extends  down  the 
entire  line  of  brokers  and  commission  merchants  untU  it  findly 
reaches  the  producer,  who  may  be  induced  to  market  a  larger  amount 
of  a  certain  article  which  otherwise  he  would  use  himself  or  allow  it 
to  go  to  waste.  The  gathering  of  medicinal  plants  may  be  stimu- 
lated by  in(;reased  demand  in  New  York,  London,  Paris,  or  elsewhere. 
The  importers  in  these  places  call  upon  the  exporting  houses  in  Sao 
Paulo,  which  pass  the  call  up  into  the  interior  through  the  small 
trader  to  the  Indian,  who  will  bestir  himself  to  meet  the  demand  foi- 
plants  in  the  same  way  that  the  American  farmer  meets  an  increased 
demand  for  butter  and  eggs. 
PlftAts  Songrlit  by  Sealers  in  TTiiited  State*. 

Of  the  plants  conceraing  which  inquiries  have  been  received,  cassia 
fistula,  known  as  cannfistula  here,  is  exported  from  Bahia  and  is 
sold  there  at  2  milreis  (milreis=$0.25)  per  kilo  (2.046  pounds); 
quassia,  froni  Bahia,  Pemambuco,  and  Para,  IJ  milreis;  copaiba  oil, 
from  Para  and  Manaos,  2ito  3  milreis;  ipecac,  from  Matto  Grosso, 
15  milreis;  matico,  from  Bahia,  Ceara,  and  Maranhao,  2  milreis; 
sarsaparilla,  from  Para  and  Manaos,  price  not  given;  Tonka  beanii, 
from  Para  and  Manaos,  price  not  given ;  cacao  beans,  Bahia,  800  reis 
($0.20)  to  1  milreis;  manaca,from  Pemambuco  and  Bahia,  1  milreis; 
pilocarpus,  from  Ceara,  2  milreis;  camauba  wax,  from  Pemambuco, 
price  not  given;  brazilwood,  from  Sao  Paulo,  1  milreis;  vanilla,  from 
Para,  Baliia,  and  Manaos,  price  not  given. 

The  following,  whose  pharmacopoeia  names  are  not  known,  are 
listed  as  coming  from  Sao  Paulo;  Sucapira,  tayuya,  caroba,  agriao, 
carapia,  japecanga,  tipo  cravo,  cipo  cruz,  hen'a  bugce,  jumbeba,  and 
davilla  rugosa.    These  names  may  be  known  to  the  drug  trade. 

INCREASED  FEICE  OF  BEEB  IN  THE  NETHEELAHDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  Nor.  15.] 

Beer  may  be  considered  almost  as  much  the  national  beverage  of 
Holland  as  of  Germany,  and  therefore  a  sudden  and  material  in- 
crease of  price  is  naturally  an  important  event.  The  local  brewers' 
prices  recently  ranged  from  8  florins  ($3.22)  to  17  florins  ($6.83) 
per  hectoliter  (26.42  gallons) ,  according  to  quality.  This  price  has 
now  been  advanced  25  per  cent  for  the  superior  qualities  and  nearly 
40  per  cent  for  tho  inferior  kind. 

Necessarily  this  advance  will  cause  smaller  glasses  or  higher  prices 
in  the  retail  trade.  The  price  of  a  glass  of  l«er  has  been  from  3  to 
8  American  cents,  depending  upon  quality  and  whether  domestic  or 
imported. 

The  cause  of  the  advance  in  prices  is  the  great  increase  in  the  cost 
of  materials  for  brewing  beer. 
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DrCKEASES  FBENCE  AMUSEMENT  TAX. 

fricc  Consul  Davis  B.  Levis,  St.  Etlennp,  Nov.  21.J 

A  new  increase  in  the  tax  for  theatrical  and  other  performances  in 
St.  Etienne  and  the  rest  of  France  brings  to  notice  the  difference  be- 
tween the  charges  imposed  on  French  am»isen)ent  enterprises  and 
those  levied  on  similar  American  projects.  The  normal  tax  of  5  ))er 
cent  of  the  gross  receipts  of  each  exliibition  was  raised  after  the  out- 
break of  the  war  to  15  per  cent,  and  has  again  Ijeen  augmented  5 
per  cent,  making  the  present  tax  :iO  per  cent.  This  rate  is  applicable 
to  all  public  spectacles.  Some  establishments  will  recover  this  larger 
outlay  by  increasing  their  admission  prices.  The  amount  paid  into 
the  treasury  here  from  January  1  to  October  1,  1916,  has  averaged 
2jl20  francs  (over  $400)  a  weelc,  an  impoi-tant  revenue  for  a  provin- 
cial town.  Many  theaters  and  motion-picture  houses  a«ld  to  their 
receipts  by  operating  the  refi-eshment  bars  that  are  a  usual  adjunct, 
and  the  charge  for  programs  and  an  extra  fee  for  tickets  sold  in  ad- 
vance of  the  performance  are  other  sources  of  profit. 

A  form  of  expense  to  theaters  unknown  in  the  X.^nited  States  is 
that  of  the  Government  tax  on  publicity  in  the  way  of  printed 
matter  displayed  or  posted.  This  is  paid  by  affixing  stami>s  to  the 
amount  of  24  centimes  (4.6  cents)  for  each  sheet  of  paper,  the  usual 
size  of  which  is  32  by  47  inches,  although  a  larger  size  of  po.ster 
paper  (40  by  51  inches)  is  used  for  some  display  advertising.  The 
tax  for  fractional  sheets  is  in  proportion  and  is  based  on  the  printed 
space  and  border. 

A  recent  additional  regulation  affecting  theaters  and  amusements 
of  all  classes  is  the  required  closing  of  such  places  for  one  night  of 
each  week  as  part  of  the  movement  for  conserving  coal  and  illumi- 
nants  by  economj'  of  light. 


TAMPICO  OIL  BEPOBT  FOB  OCTOBEB  ASD  NOVEMBEB. 

I  Consul  Claude  I.  DawHon,  Tnmpioo,  Mexico,  Vei:  llj 

Declared  exports  of  crude  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  the 
Tampico  district  to  the  United  States  in  October  aiuouuted  to 
2,155.81)1  barrels  and  ui  Noveml)er  to  2,087,155  barrels.  The  move- 
ment from  Tampico  was  1,573,080  barrels  in  Octolier  an«l  1.581,150 
barrels  in  November;  from  Tuxpam,  582,811  barrels  and  506^005 
barrels,  respectively. 

Shipments  to  points  other  than  the  X'nited  States  in  Octolier  were 
reported  as  106,745  barrels  from  Tampico  and  4!»kl04  from  Tuxpam; 
in  November,  308,854  barrels  from  Tampico  and  628.S0S  from  Tux- 
pam. The  total  exports,  therefore,  i-eached  2,846,738  barrels  in 
October  and  3,024,817  barrels  in  November. 

Tampico  shipments  included  refined  products  as  follows: 


Products. 

October. 

Barrilt. 

tiS.OOO 
2M,310 

:o,84i 

Novemlwr. 

Distillate 

Birreh. 

M.noo 

409,730 
230,110 
28,580 

Fuel  oil 

Kerosene 

.  As  heretofore,  Tuxpam  shipments  include  only  crude  oil,  the 
topping  plants  at  that  port  not  being  ready  for  operation. 
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HOUSE  FLAGS  AHD  FUBHXL  MASKS  BEGSHXEED. 

The  Ignited  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces  the  registra- 
tion, pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1908,  of  the  follow- 
ing-described house  flags  and  funnel  marks: 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  2G  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. :  House  flag — a 
rectangular  flag  divided  into  two  triangular  fields  by  a  line  extending 
from  the  upper  comer  of  the  hoist  to  the  corner  diagonally  opposite; 
the  upper  triangle  blue  and  the  lower  triangle  red;  superimposed  on 
the  flag  at  its  center  the  letter  S  on  a  white  O;  the  middle  part  of 
that  portion  of  the  letter  O  which  is  not  covered  by  the  letter  S  cut 
away  to  allow  the  fields  to  show  through ;  funnel  marks— the  funnel 
is  black  with  a  white  band  equal  in  width  to  the  diameter  of  the 
funnel,  having  its  top  one  diameter  from  the  top  of  the  funnel. 

Ore  Steamship  Corporation,  111  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.: 
House  flag — a  rectangular  blue  flag  with  a  horizontal  white  stripe  at 
top  and  bottom;  in  the  center  of  the  blue  field  the  letter  O  in  wnite; 
funnel  marks — a  slate-colored  funnel  with  the  house  flag  superim- 
posed thereon  at  a  distance  from  the  top  equal  to  the  width  of  the 
flag. 

A.  F.  Thane  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.:  House 'flag — a  white, 
swallow-tailed  burgee  with  red  stripe  of  uniform  width  around  the 
entire  outer  margin :  this  stripe  extended  from  the  apex  of  the 
swallowtail  in  an  unbroken  line  to  each  of  the  sides  and  from  these 
points  to  the  center  of  the  hoist,  forming  a  diamond;  in  the  center 
of  the  diamond  the  letter  "  T  "  in  red. 


AlCEHICAN  COKSITLAB  OFnCEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  exc^ 
m  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 


Albert  ^Talbot  J 

Urett,  Homer 

Bucklin,  Qeoree  A 

Chamberlin,  Georse  E. 


Deichman,  Carl  F. 
Dow,  Edward  A... 


Eager,  George  Eugene. 
Gamon,  John  A 


Hanson,  George  C. 
Jenkins,  Douuas . . 
I^tbam,  Charles  L 
Listoe,  Bocen 


Saner,  Emil 

Smith,  James  A 

Watson,  John  J.  C 

WUIrleh,  Oebbanl 

Weddell,  Alexander  W. 


Post 


BanoTer,  aermany. . 
La  Ooalra,  Venetuola 
Bordeaux,  France.... 
Georgetown,  Guiana. 


Santos,  Brazil. 
St.     Stephen, 
Bntnswick. 
Barmen,  Germany.. 
Corlnto,  Nicarogua.. 


New 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 

Cologne,  Germany 

Calcutta,  India....... 

St.  Pierre,  lUqoelon.. 

Quebec,  Quabec , 

Athens,  Greece 


Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 


Dec. 

Feb. 
Jan. 
Dec. 

3S 
10 
13 
23 

Jan. 
Jan. 

1 

17 

Jan. 
Doc. 

2 
31 

Dec 
Jan. 
Jan. 
..do. 

30 
27 
IS 

Feb. 

Ian. 

Deo. 

..do. 

Dec. 

1 

U 
25 

"ji" 

Address. 


Department  of  State,  Wadtingtm,  D.  c. 

Do! 
C/o  E.  L.  Oiamberlin,  Woodstock  Val- 
ley, Conn. 
Department  of  State,  WadiingtOD,  D.  C. 

Da 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwidi,  Com. 
C/o  District  OfDoe,  Bnreaa  of  Fonlgn 

and  DoDMsUc  ComnwRs,  sot  FedKal 

Boilding,  CbJcago.  HL 
Ua  IfainStraet.fiMnport,  Coon. 
Department  of  StateTwaslungtaii.  D.  C 
The  Uendota,  Wasbtngton,  D.  a 
"IsUngton,"    Walkarfard,    Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Do. 
2236  Q  Street,  WasUnctqn.  D.  C. 
Department  of  Ststo,  WaaUngton,  D.  C 
CA>  Westmoreland  Onb,  BidimoMi,  Va. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


COMMEBCE  EEPOKTS.  1129 

MEASTTBES  TAZEN  FOB  PBOVISIOinNO  SPAIN. 

[Consul  (Jeneral  Carl  Bailey  ITnrst,  Barcelona,  Not.  14.] 

Tlie  Spanish  Government  has  just  enacted  a  law  whereby  it  is 
hoped  the  many  problems  arising  from  the  scarcity  and  high  price 
of  provisions  will  be  solved. 

By  the  law  of  February  18, 1915,  the  Spanish  Government  was  au- 
thorized to  take  certain  measures  in  connection  with  the  provisioning 
of  the  country  with  alimentary  substances  of  first  necessity  and  or 
raw  materials,  both  in  the  interests  of  the  national  food  supply  and 
of  manufacture  and  agriculture.  These  measures  were  temporary 
and  in  view  of  the  continuation  of  the  war  the  law,  limited  to  12 
months,  was  extended  for  another  year — ^that  is,  until  February  19, 
1917.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  law  was  drawn  still  exist 
and  show  no  signs  of  change ;  in  fact,  the  difficulties  of  provisioning 
the  coimtry  have  increased  and  the  Government  finds  that  in  ordei' 
to  properly  meet  the  situation  its  powers  must  be  extended. 

The  new  law  embodies  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  February  18, 
1915,  and  authorizes  in  addition  the  acquisition  by  the  Treasury  or 
alimentaiT  substances  and  raw  materials  and  their  sale  at  regulated 
prices.  Furthermore,  if  conditions  warrant,  the  Government  may 
seize  and  appropriate  the  articles  mentioned  and  fix  their  price  as 
well  as  that  of  their  transportation  by  land  and  water.  Cereals  and 
fuel  may  be  distributed  throughout  the  Kingdom  in  whatever  manner 
considered  best,  and  when  the  interests  of  the  country  demand  con- 
tracts may  be  suspended. 
Seizure  of  Kines,  Vessels,  and  Primary  Uaterials. 

Mines,  gas  works,  and  all  fuel-producing  establishments  may  be 
seized  if  other  means  fail  to  bring  about  normal  quotations  for  their 
products.  The  Government  may  adopt  whatever  measures  are  con- 
sidered advisable  with  regard  to  Spanish  vessels,  even  including 
tiieir  seizure  with  the  object  of  restoring  them  to  the  domestic  service, 
regulate  freights,  and  suspend  the  law  which  reserves  the  coastwise 
trade  of  Spam  to  vessels  of  Spanish  construction  under  the  Spanish 
flag.    The  owners  of  the  mines  or  vessels  seized  will  be  indemnified. 

Alimentary  substances  and  primary  materials  may  be  seized  and 
stores  and  warehouses  partially  occupied,  but  business  will  not  be 
interrupted  in  the  unoccupied  portions  of  the  premises.  Owners 
will  be  indemnified  for  the  merchandise  as  well  as  for  any  damage 
done. 

A  board,  consisting  of  the  civil  governor  of  the  Province,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court,  a  delegate  from  the  Treasury,  and  the  mayor  of 
the  capital  of  the  Province,  in  accord  with  the  town  council  of  the 
interested  municipalities,  shall  decide  on  the  necessity  of  seizure  and 
appropriation  of  provisions  and  the  occui)ation  of  any  premises. 
The  price  of  merchandise  and  amount  of  indemnification  shall  be 
fixed  oy  the  governor  of  the  Province,  the  chambers  of  commerce  or 
of  agriculture,  and  whatever  other  aiitliorities  the  civil  governor  may 
desire  to  consult. 


Bulawayo,  Southern  Bhodesia,  contemplates  installing  n  water- 
borne  sewage  scheme  when  the  moment  is  opportune. 
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SRASQiRAI  BUTTEE  ABD  CHEESE  HABEET. 

[Consul  General  Tbomai  Sammons,  Slumgluil,  Cbina,  Oct.  20.1 

The  opportunitjr  for  increasing  the  use  of  American  butter  and 
cheese  at  Shanghai,  and  throughout  China,  is  exceptionally  good  at 
present.  Butter  is  not  used  by  the  Chinese  except  by  a  compara- 
tively small  although  rapidly  growing  number  of  the  wealthier  and 
better  classes.  The  normal  consumption  of  butter  in  Cliina  is  esti- 
mated at  approximately  2,000,000  pounds  per  annum,  the  value 
placed  on  the  imports  for  1914  being  $489,060  and  for  1915  $310,236. 
Of  this,  about  40  per  cent  was  i-eceived  at  Shanghai. 

Prior  to  the  European  war  the  principal  sources  of  supply  were 
Siberia,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  and  various  countries  of 
Europe,  the  supply  obtained  from  America  and  other  sources  being 
practically  negligible.  Siberia  furnished  about  40  per  cent  of  the 
gui>ply  and  Australia  and  New  Zealand  about  30  per  cent.  Great 
Britain  leads  the  countries  of  Europe  as  a  source  of  supply. 

Siberian  Butter  and  Kzehaiife  Batei. 

Siberian  butter  was  packed  in  tubs,  from  which  it  was  sold  at  re- 
tail, although  sometimes  formed  into  1-pound  bricks  by  the  dealers. 
It  was  a  good  butter,  although  not  reliaoly  so,  as  it  was  not  packed 
under  Government  supervision,  and  some  unscrupulous  shippers  made 
a  practice  of  placing  inferior  butter  in  the  middle  of  a  tub  with 
layers  of  good  butter  at  top  and  bottom.  Nevertheless,  there  was  a 
good  demand  for  it  on  account  of  its  low  price,  55  to  60  Mexican  cents 
per  x)ound,  equivalent  at  the  exchange  rate  then  prevailing  to  22  and 
24  cents,  IJnited  States  currency. 

At  the  present  rate  of  exchange  the  Mexican  prices  above  men- 
tioned would  be  equal  to  about  28  and  31  cents  gold.  Normally  a  gold 
dollar  is  equal  to  2}  Mexican  dollars,  whereas  to-day  it  is  worth  a 
trifle  less  than  2  Mexican  dollars.  In  considering  any  prices  men- 
tioned herein,  this  matter  of  exchange  must  not  Be  overlooked.  It 
requires  careful  attention  in  all  transactions  with  China.  Many  im- 
porting firms  have  been  ruined  through  failure  to  protect  them- 
Hclvcs  against  exchange  fluctuations.  Of  course,  such  fluctuations 
affect  all  gold  standard  countries  to  practically  the  same  extent,  so 
that  the  matter  could  be  disregarded  in  considering  such  questions, 
■for  instance,  as  the  ability  of  California  to  compete  with  Australia 
in  tlie  matter  of  the  supply  of  butter.  But  it  must  be  understood  that 
owing  to  exchange  principally  and  to  local  market  conditions,  one 
would  not  always  be  able  to  get  the  same  returns  for  butter  valued  at 
30  cents  f.  o.  b.  San  Francisco. 
Opportunity  for  American  Bntter. 

The  exportation  of  dairy  products  from  Russia  is  now  prohibited, 
and  no  Siberian  butter  can  be  had  in  China  markets.  The  cutting  off 
of  this  source  of  supply  has  not  resulted  in  creating  so  large  a  demand 
for  the  American  product  as  might  be  expected.  It  is  only  recently 
that  American  butter  producei-s  became  more  active. 

Tliere  could  be  no  better  time  than  the  present  to  establish  a  perma- 
nent demand  for  American  butter  in  this  market.  The  prmcipal 
dealer  in  Siberian  butter  has  an  agent  now  in  San  Francisco  and  has 
rei-cived  his  first  shipment,  which  he  is  disposing  of  rapidly  at  retail 
ut  90  and  95  cents  Mexican  per  pound  and  cooking  butter  at  75  cents. 
The  95-cent  kind  is  imported  in  bricks  with  carton  covers.    The  90- 
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cent  butter  id  the  same  brafid,  brought  over  in  bulk  and  bricked  by 
himaelf.  Several  Chinese  houses  catering  to  foreigners  have  imported 
small  lots  through  their  Chinese  friends,  which  they  seU  at  one  dollar 
(Mexican)  per  pound,  and  one  strictly  American  firm  is  making  regu- 
lar imports  of  California  tinned  butter  which  is  being  sold  by  retailers 
at  $1.15  and  $1.20  (Mexican)  a  pound;  but  there  has  been  no  organ- 
ized eflFort  to  pusli  the  business.  This  iiarticular  subject  will  be 
referred  to  agam. 
Australian  Batter. 

As  to  Australian  butter,  three  years  ago  the  largest  caf6  in  Shang- 
hai, catering  to  foreign  trade,  imported  butter  direct  from  Australia, 
packed  in  fifty-four  1-pound  cubes  to  a  case,  at  70  cents  (Mexican) 
a  pound.  This  was  equivalent  at  the  rate  of  exchange  then  prevailing 
to  about  29  cents  gold.  Now  the  caf6  gets  the  same  kind  and  has  to 
l)urchase  it  through  a  large  British  importer,  at  $1  (Mexican)  a 
pound,  equivalent  to  52  cents  gold.  The  same  butler  is  sold  in  retail 
stores  at  $1.15  and  $1.20  (Mexican)  per  pound*  It  is  sold  under. an 
established  brand,  and  it  is  stated  that  recently  it  has  not  given  satis- 
faction; that,  in  fact,  although  sold  under  the  same  brand,  it  is  really 
a  composite  butter  bricked  m  Shanghai.  However,  a  good  price  is 
obtained  for  it  and  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand.  . 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  Australian  butter  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Government  has  restricted  its  exportation  and  to  the  scarcity  of 
steamers  and  higher  freight  rates.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  at 
present  America  can  successfully  compete  with  Australia  for  the 
China  market ;  whether  it  can  do  so  after  the  restoration  of  peace  is 
another  matter. 
SuTopean  Tinned  Butter. 

All  of  the  butter  imported  from  Europe  is  in  tins^  and  there  are 
all  grades  and  prices.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  prejudice  here  against 
tinned  butter,  and  so  long  as  good,  fresh  butter  is  obtainable,  tmned 
butter  can  not  take  its  place.  There  is  a  demand  for  tinned  butter, 
however,  for  shipments  to  interior  markets,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  America  should  not  secure  a  large  share  of  that  business,  and 
the  time  is  opportune  for  establishing  a  foothold. 
Shanghai  Dairies  Increasing  local  Butter  Supply. 

There  is  an  increasing  number  of  local  dairies  in  Shanghai,  some  of 
them  conducted  in  a  sanitary  way,  and  they  produce  an  excellent 
quality  of  butter  which,  being  freshly  made  each  day,  meets  with  a 
ready  sale  at  about  50  cents  a  jpoimd.  But  their  output  is  not  suffi- 
ciently extensive  to  warrant  their  consideration  as  a  factor  in  the 
supply  of  butter  for  China.  These  dairies  also  make  butter  from  the 
milk  of  the  carabao  or  water  buffalo,  for  which  they  also  get  approxi- 
mately 50  cents  a  pound.  But  the  carabao  is  more  useful  as  a  beast  of 
burden.  As  a  milk  producer  this  animal  is  not  a  success,  furnishing 
but  6  quarts  a  day,  whereas  the  ordinary  cow  of  the  Chinese  dairies 
contributes  15  quarts,  and  consumes  only  half  as  much  as  a  carabao. 
Xevlew  of  Batter  Karket  Conditions. 

On  account  of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  butter  as  compared  with 
the  fine  creamery  butter  of  California  or  of  Australia  or  New  Zea- 
land, the  supply  from  Siberia,  when  it  sliall  again  enter  the  market, 
need  not  be  seriously  considered.   It  is  not  bad  nutter,  and  on  account 
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of  its  cheapness  there  will  always  be  a  demand  for  it ;  but  there  is  a 
growing  demand  also  for  tlie  best,  and  it  is  believed  American  butter 
can  supply  this  demand  even  in  competition  with  the  excellent  Aus- 
tralian butter  already  w^ell  known  in  China.  Local  butter  and 
Eni-opean  tinned  butters  may  also  be  disregarded. 

There  i-emains  the  butter  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and  the 
following  facts  have  to  be  faced.  First,  Australian  butter  is  already 
well  established  in  the  markets  of  China.  Second,  it  is  excellent 
butter.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated,  however,  that  the  Bussian 
butter  man  previously  mentioned,  when  asked  if  he  were  now  bring- 
ing in  Australian  butter,  said,  "No,  I  get  California  butter — it  is 
better."  Third,  cold-storage  rates  from  Australia  are  even  now  only 
about  1^  cents  a  pound,  whereas  the  rate  from  the  United  States  is 
almost  prohibitive,  and,  besides,  cold-storage  space  is  difficult  to 
obtain.  Fourth,  the  principal  importer  of  Australian  butter  has  a 
cold-storage  plant  in  Shanghai,  whereas  no  such  plant  is  available  for 
American  firms.  Whether  under  all  these  unfavorable  circumstances 
Ameiicans  could  establish  a  permanent  market  in  Giina  and  main- 
tain it  under  normal  peace  conditions  is  the  question  to  be  decided. 

If  Americans  can  produce  better  butter  and  sell  the  same  in 
Shanghai  at  a  trifle  above  the  price  of  Australian  butter,  or  can  sell 
butter  of  equal  c[uality  at  the  same  price,  they  can  then  do  a  large 
share  of  the  business. 
Xoeal  Xepreientatioa  and  Conditions. 

In  any  event,  American  producers  or  exporters  would  need  a 
reliable  agent  here,  one  in  close  touch  witli  the  trade  and  in  a  position 
to  advertise  and  push  the  sale  of  tlie  products.  This  would  facilitate 
shipments  and  the  financing  of  the  business  as  well  as  eliminate  the 
}>ossibility  of  making  sales  to  unreliable  dealers.  The  agent  could 
also  furnish  information  concei-ning  the  condition  of  the  local  mar- 
ket, exchange,  etc. 

Because  of  the  prohibitive  cost,  as  weU  as  the  scarcity  of  cold- 
storage  transpoitation  facilities,  it  would  probably  be  advisable  to 
ship  American  butter  in  bulk,  packed  in  brine.  It  is  understood  that 
shipments  have  been  satisfactorily  made  in  that  manner,  although 
accompanied  b^  a  certain  amount  of  risk,  and  is  not  suited  for  the 
hhipment  of  this  staple  during  the  months  of  June,  Jidy,  and  August 
During  the  other  months  of  the  year  it  should  be  reasonably  satis- 
factory if  a  representative  of  the  shipper  is  on  hand  to  superintend 
the  packing  aboard  ship  and  to  make  certain  that  none  of  the  butter 
is  stowed  away  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boilers  or  hot  pipes. 
Shanghai  Cold-Storage  Possibilities. 

During  at  least  five  months  of  the  year  it  would  be  necessai-y,  on 
account  of  the  heat,  to  keep  butter  in  cold  storage.  This  is  one  of 
the  difficulties  that  would  have  to  be  overcome  before  any  extensive 
plans  for  butter  shipment  could  be  made,  for  the  cold-storage  accom- 
modations at  present  available  in  Shanghai  are^  quite  limited.  It 
might  be  possible  to  arrange  limited  accommodations  witJi  two  local 
bMuingliai  firms  which,  although  not  engaged  in  the  cold-storage 
business,  could  probably  make  temporary  provision  for  a  limited 
amount  of  produce.  However,  there  are  American  firms  in  Shanghai 
which  could  doubtless  be  interested  in  a  movement  to  establish  a 
cold-storage  plant  that  would  accommodate  perishable  American 
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products  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  native  produce.  Without  such 
a  plant  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  on  a  continuous  business  in 
American  butter,  for  the  deterioration  of  the  product  during  the  sum- 
mer months  would  doubtless  largely  destroy  the  demand  that  might 
be  created  during  the  winter  months  of  December,  January,  February, 
and  March,  in  which  months  the  business  could  probably  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  cold  storage.  A  cold-storage  plant  is  much 
needed  in  Shanghai  to  accommodate  local  produce,  and  should,  it 
would  seem,  prove  a  lucrative  investment  of  itself,  aside  from  its 
serviceability  m  connection  with  the  shipment  of  butter. 

Sales  on  «  Commission  Basis. 

It  seems  quite  possible  that  local  agents  could  readily  be  secured  to 
handle  American  butter  on  a  consignment  commission  basis,  an -ar- 
rangement that  might  be  advisable  as  preliminary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  business  in  the  product  here.  Shipments  of  various  brands 
or  grades  of  butter  could  bo  made  to  agents  here  who  would  sell 
them  at  the  highest  market  prices  and  submit  an  account  sales  with 
the  proceeds  after  deducting  expenses  and  commission.  Under  pres- 
ent conditions,  which,  it  seems  likely,  will  obtain  for  some  time  to 
come,  American  butter  will  bring  a  good  price,  and,  as  cold-storage 
facilities  may  be  dispensed  with  until,  say,  April  next,  the  time  seems 
opportune  for  some  American  butter  dealer  to  start  an  export  trade 
with  Shanghai,  using  some  reliable  local  agent  at  the  outset  and  ar- 
ranging through  that  agent  for  cold-storage  accommodations  with 
one  or  both  of  the  two  firms  so  equippetl  at  present  for  necessary  use 
when  the  warm  weather  commences. 

As  stated  before,  excellent  Australian  b\itter  was  delivered  here 
tlu-ee  years  ago  at  the  equivalent  of  29  cents  (gold)  per  pound.  It 
seems  quite  milikely,  however,  that  it  will  reach  that  low  level  again 
for  many  years  to  come.  In  figuring  on  the  cost  of  butter  delivered  in 
Shanghai,  there  should  be  added  to  the  f.  o.  b,  San  Francisco  price 
about  2  cents  per  poimd,  which  cover  the  cost  of  insurance  and 
freight — about  1  cent  per  pound— and  the  duty  of  1  cent  per  pound. 
The  duty  is  figured  at  two  Haikwan  (customs)  taels  per  picul  of 
133^  pounds,  which  is  equivalent  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
to  nearly  IJ  cents,  or  at  normal  exchange  rates  to  about  0.0  cent 
(gold)  per  pound. 

Demand  for  American  Cream  Cheese. 

There  should  be  an  excellent  market  in  Shanghai  for  American 
cheese  as  well  as  butter.  One  retailer  hero  is  doing  a  good  business 
with  it  at  about  30  cents  (gold)  a  pound.  It  must,  however,  be  care- 
fully handled  and  would,  doubtless,  be  disposed  of  with  less  dif- 
ficulty if  cold-storage  facilities  were  available  for  its  accomino<lation. 
It  is  said  that  it  does  not  stand  well,  but  grows  bitter  and  coagulates. 
These  reports,  however,  need  verification.  It  would  have  to  compete 
with  Holland  cheese,  which  comes  on  the  market  packed  in  tin  foil 
and  sells  at  40  cents  (gold)  a  pound.  There  are  also  many  kinds  of 
tinned  cheeses  in  the  market,  packed  in  quarter  and  half-pound  tins. 
which  come  from  Australia.  Switzerland,  Holhind.  England,  and 
other  European  countries. 

[A  list  of  wholesale  doalers  and  retnllers  who  may  Iio  Interested  In  tlie  butter 
and  cheese  trade  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  nnd  Domextic  Com- 
merce or  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82321.] 
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FOBEION  TBAOE  OFPOBTUNiriES. 

Bvsorved  addresses  may  he  obtained  from  the  Bare**  and  its  dintrlet  oAces.     Reqaetit 
for  each  opportnnlt;  Rboiild  be  on  n  separate  sheet  and  atate  opmortmBlty  Minhcr. 

The  Barean  docH  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assome  responstblllO'  !ls  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers;  the  usual  precautions  shonid  be  taken  In  all  oaace.  KjmOols: 
*  Ucportod  by  American  consulnr  officers;  t  Heported  by  commercial  attache  and 
commercial  a;;rnts ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Anoplanes  and  hydroplanes 2.1339 

Aluminum    sheet   holders 2.H340 

Candy 23.H47 

rement 23343 

Chemicals 23346 

Codfish 23347 

Corn   products 38343 

Urues 28346 

KoodstufTs 23343,  23347 

Hosiery 23344 

Iron,  galranixed 23347 

Iron,    hoop 23342 

LMither 2.^343 

Machinery,  road-making 23.343 

Ullk,  condensed 23343 


Kails 23.^7 

Oils 23343,23346 

P:iints 23343 

Paper 23340,  23343 

Rosin 2334.1 

Sulmon,  canned 23347 

S.>eJs 23343 

Hhocs 23344 

Rhoemakers'  supplies 23343 

Soan Si3344, 23345 

Sockets,  electric  lamp 23341 

Tractors 23343 

Turpentine 23343 

Wire,  barbed 23347 


23330.* — A  ninn  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  .American  manufaettirerR  and 
exporters  of  aeroplanes  and  hydroplanes.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

23.340.t — A  firm  In  Canada  wishes  to  oomniunicate  with  American  mannfacturen; 
of  aluminum  loose  sheet  liolders.  It  desires  prices  of  holders  for  sheets 
6}  inches  by  11}  Inches.  The  firm  also  desires  to  purchase  low-priced  bond 
I)aper. 

23341.* — A  company  In  Switzerland  Is  in  the  market  for  from  5,000  to  10,000 
Icey  lamp  KO(;kets  having  n  reuiuvnble  porcelain  ring  as  insulator  instead 
of  the  usual  brass  ring  witli  Insuliited  iiint.  Tlie  purcluLser  will  take  the 
brass  sockets  without  the  porcelain  ring  insulators  if  impossible  to  supply 
the  latter.  A  sample'  of  the  socket  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  District  Offices.  (Kefer  to  file  Ko.  82529.)  Quotations  sbould  be 
made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Corre- 
spondence in  English.    Reference. 

23342.* — A  man  In  Spain  desires  to  purchose  hoop  Iron  for  barrels.  Width 
from  20  to  70  millimeters,  thickness  in  tenths  of  a  millimeter.  The  pur- 
chuser  would  liuy  a  ton  immediately,  and  if  .satisfactory  would  purchase  in 
15  or  20  ton  lots.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Cash 
will  be  i>ald  against  shipping  documents.  Correspondence  in  Spanish  or 
French. 

23343.t— Supplementing  foreign  trade  opportunity  No.  23309,  n  firm  in  Brazil, 
with  n  branch  office  in  New  York,  informs  the  Bureau  that  It  desires  to 
represent  .\iuerican  manufacturers  of  road-making  machinery,  tractors, 
cement,  rosin,  paints,  oils,  turpentine,  shoemakers'  supplies,  kid  leather, 
corn  products,  foodstuffs,  seeds,  condcnsetl  milk,  and  i)oper.    References. 

23344.? — A  iniin  in  Gre«»ce  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exiwrters  of  toilet  soap,  hosiery,  and  shoes.  Correspondence  In 
French. 

23345.* — A  firm   in   Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  laundry   soap.     It  also 

wishes  an  agency  for  this  commodity.    Correspondence  in  German. 
2334C.t — A   Swedish   merchant   wishes  to  be   placetl   in  communication   with 

American   manufacturers   and   exporters  of  clieniicals,   drugs,   nnd   oils. 

Samples  and  analysis  are  desiretl.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 
23347.? — A  commission  agent  In  Porto  Rico  Is  desirous  of  representing  .\meri- 

cun  nianufucturers  of  galvanized  iron,  barl>ed  wire,  nails,  cheap  candies, 

dry  salt  codfish,  canned  salmon,  and  rice.    References. 


Full  Payment  for  Chilean  Bailway  Employees. 
The  Chilean  Government  has  authorized  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  State  Bail  ways  to  return  to  railway  employees  the  amounts  de- 
ducted from  their  salaries  during  the  stringency  in  the  year  1915. 
In  addition  to  the  sum  appropriated  to  cover  the  discounts  in  sala- 
ries last  year,  the  law,  as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  November 
2,  appropriates  an  equal  amount  to  form  a  retirement  fund  for  wago 
workers. 
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PBOFOSALS  FOB  GOVEEHKEST  SUPPLIES  ASD  CONSTBVCTION. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  gpcclflcatlons  can  nsually 
b«  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
form^. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  Qrms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  ol  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  for 
fnture  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  iupplics,  No.  3915. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washinfrton,  D.  0.,  to 
which  bureau  tirms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving  the 
schedule  numbers,  for  furnishing  the  following:  Schedule  541,  bleached 
cotton  drill,  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  drill,  and  shrinking  bleache<1 
cotton  drill;  schedule  542,  3(Mnch  center  lathe;  schedules  543  and  544, 
.  .steel  forgings ;  schedule  545,  printing,  washing,  and  drying  machine ; 
schedule  546,  wood  thimbles,  woodworkers'  16-inch  lathe,  26-inch  saw 
bands,  and  12-lnch  saw  table;  schedule  547,  water-tight  annunciators,  am- 
meters, voltmeters,  etc.,  turbo  generating  sets,  and  electrical  supplies ; 
schedule  548,  oil-burning  marine  furnace,  motor-driven-pressure  blower, 
16-lnch  high-speed  drill,  30-lnch  radical  drill,  two-wheel  emery  grinder  on 
column,  14-inch  and  16-Inch  engine  lathes,  14-inch  by  56-inch  patternmakers' 
lathe,  screw-cutting  lathe,  milling  machine,  4-lnch  diameter  hack  saw,  30- 
inch  wheels  band  saw,  and  column  shaper ;  schedule  549,  lathes  to  swing 
12  Inches  overhead ;  schedule  550,  26-inch  turret  lathes ;  schedule  551,  fur- 
nishing and  installing  exhaust  system;  schedule  552,  crucibles;  schedule 
■  553,  calciiun  phosphide,  air-pressure  gauges,  tool  spring,  socket  wrenches, 
balances,  soft  .sheet  brass,  and  copper  tubing ;  schedule  554,  motor  and  con- 
troller ventilating  sets ;  schedule  555,  baskets  for  use  with  dish-waslilng 
mac^ne,  galvanized-iron  hammock  rings,  hull  and  soft  steel  rivets,  and 
steel  cap  screws;  schedule  556,  copper  pipe,  steel  pipe  and  tubing,  and 
brass  tubes ;  schedule  557,  tinned  flour,  and  salt  pork ;  schedule  558,  blue- 
printing machine;  schedule  559,  steel  shapes,  bars,-  plates,  and  sheets;  and 
schedule  560,  wire  desk  baskets,  rubber  bands,  loose-leaf  binders,  hand 
blotters,  blank  books,  cardboard  filing  boxes,  typewriter  bruslies,  paper  clips, 
tracing  cloth,  duplicators,  rubber  erasers,  steel  erasers,  paper  fasteners,  bill 
clip,  letter  flies,  copyholders,  loose-leaf  holders,  drawing,  duplicating  foun- 
tain pen,  numbering  machine,  printing,  stamp  pad,  and  wTltlng  ink,  self- 
closing  square  glass-top  and  safety  inkstands,  drawing  Instruments,  thumb- 
tack lifters,  paper-fastening  machines,  gum  mucilage,  typewriter  oil,  felt 
I)ack  desk  pnds,  memorandum  and  stamp  pads,  adding  machine,  blotting, 
carbon,  legal  cap,  cross  section,  drawing,  mlmeogroph,  printing,  tissue, 
tracing,  tyi)ewriter,  and  wrapping  paper,  wax,  oil  board,  stencil  paper, 
mucilage  paste,  lead,  colored,  drawing,  general,  stenographic,  etc..  i)enclls, 
ruling  and  writing  pens,  penholders,  style  "A"  perforators,  push,  glas.s 
head,  and  pyramid  pins,  pencil-point  protectors,  eyelet  punches  and  paper- 
fastening  eyelets,  penracks,  spring  stamp  racks,  waste-paper  receptacles, 
typewriter  ribbons,  hard  rubber  and  maple  rulers,  architects'  drawing 
scales,  mall  and  express  scales,  pencil  sharpeners,  bankers'  shears,  mimeo- 
graph  i)erforating  silk,  9-lnch  by  13-inch  common  slates,  dating  stamps, 
thumb  tacks,  cloth  and  manlla  shipping  tags  with  eyelets  and  strings,  red 
(72-yard  spools)  linen  tape,  cotton  sale  twine,  varnish,  mimeograph,  puds, 
pencils,  pins,  etc.,  and  metal  paper  weights. 

Signal  Corps  supplies.  No.  3916. — Seale<l  proposals  will  l)e  received  at  the  ofllcp 
of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
January  20,  1917,  for  furnishing  wall  telephones,  desk  telephone.-i.  wing 
bolts,  metal  wall  stufling  boxes,  iron  cases,  receiver  cases,  hook  switch 
catches,  cast-iron  doors,  gongs  for  ringer,  handles  and  catch  for  doors, 
condenser  straps,  spanner  wrenches,  etc.-  For  specifications  and  further 
information  apply  to  tlie  above-named  olllco,  referring  to  Circular  No.  895. 

Steel  derrick  mast.  No.  3917.— Seale<l  proix>sals  will  be  recelveil  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Detroit,  Mich.,  until  January  15,  1917,  for  constructing  a 
steel  derrick  mast  for  tlie  lighthouse  tender  Marigold,  (''urther  informa- 
tion may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  ofiice. 

Redecorating  steel  towers,  No.  3918. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  tintll 
January  22,  1917,  for  scraping,  cleaning,  and. painting  two  300-foot  steel 
,  .towers  at  the  naval  radio  station,  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  Plans  and  speci- 
flcations  may  be  obtained  on  ai^Ucatlon  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  I>ocks, 
to  the  Commandant,  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  or  to  the  Naval  Radio 
Station,  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico. 
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FOTTEBY  T£AIIinr&  FOK.WOHEH.         „  .  11 

[Consul  Robert  8.  S.  Bcrgb,  Stoke-on-Trent,  BMgland,  Dec.  6.1  "■■ 

In  the  Educational  Supplement  of  the  London  Times  for  Novem- 
ber 16  a  correspondent  discusses  pottery  training  for  women,  espe- 
cially the  course  of  instruction  offered  by  the  London  County  Council 
School  of  Arts  and  Crafts  at  Camberwell.  He  states  that  at  this 
school  women  are  taught  every  process  from  "throwing,"  through 
mold  making,  grooving  and  cai'ving,  and  firing,  to  the  use  of  "  slip " 
glaze  and  to  gi-affito  work  upon  it,  and  finally  pass  to  the  imporfaBt 
study  of  underglaze  and  overglaze  painting.  In  firing,  a  small  o\&k 
with  removable  firebrick  front,  easily  cemented  in  with  clay  on 
each  ooca»(m,  is  the  ty^ie  recommended  for  the  small  worker.  In  this 
oven  the  heating  is  done  by  gas  and  regulated  by  automatic  indica- 
tors. 

At  the  present  moment  two  women  from  Australia  are  studying 
at  the  school  under  particularly  interesting  circumstftnces.  'fheir 
intention  had  been  to  learn  toy  making  in  England,  in  <H^er  to 
establish  an  industry  for  disabled  soldiers  in  their  own  coimtry. 
Their  discovery  of  the  possibilities  of  pottery,  however,  made  it  seem 
worth  their  while  to  stay  in  England  for  the  two  years  required  for 
training  in  this  handicraft.  Clay  is  known  to  exist  at  Bendigo,  in 
the  State' of  Victoria;  it  doubtless  will  be  found  elsewhere:  and 
Australia  seems  likely  to  owe  its  fii-st  locally  made  ware  to  the  ini- 
tiative of  women. 

JAFAHESE  lUFE  TO  SOUTH  AXEBICA  XNAUOimATED. 

(CoDsal  U.  D.  Klrjassoir,  Vokobama,  Nor.  28.] 

It  is  reported  that  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  inaugu- 
rate a  steamsliip  line  to  South  America,  b<6ginning  in  December,  1916, 
and  that  four  cargo  ^ips,  each  about  8,500  tons  displacement,  will 
be  used.  The  Kasato  Maru  (8,000  tons  displacement)  was  selected 
as  the  first  ship  to  be  dispatched. 

Vessels  of  this  new  service  will  start  from  Yokohama  and  call  at 
the  following  ports,  on  both  the  outgoing  and  returning  voyages: 
Kobe,  Moji,  Shanghai,  Hongkong,  Singapore,  Durban,  Cape  Town, 
Kio  de  Janeiro,  and  Buenos  Aires. 

The  freight  rate  from  Yokohama  is  to  be  50  yen  (about  ^5)  per 
ton  to  Soutli  Africa  and  70  yen  (about  ^5)  to  the  final  port  These 
rates  are  much  lower  than  the  charges  on  other  lines.  The  shii>s  of 
the  new  line  may  later  carry  passengers  as  well  as  freight. 

IReferenoe  to  the  possibility  that  the  line  mentioned  In  this  dispatch  niigUt 
De  established  was  made  In  Commercial  Reports  for  July  7,  191C.I 
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NEW  ZEALAin)  HESCHAMTS  ESTABLISH  DOLLAB  CBEDITS. 

[Consul  Ocncral  Alfred  A.  Winelow,  .\ucklaud,  Nov.  14.] 

The  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  has  jiist  returned  from  a  four  months'  trip  through  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  announces  that  arrangements  have 
been  completed  with  American  banks  whereby  dollar  credits  can  be 
secured  to  facilitate  trade  between  New  Zealand  and  America.  This 
will  be  in  the  interest  of  American  trade,  and  now  is  the  time  for 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  make  the  most  of  it. 
There  is  a  good  field  in  New  Zealand  for  most  lines  of  manufactured 
articles,  and  the  demand  is  sure  to  continue  for  some  time  after  the 
EuroiJeun  war  closes. 


INCBEASED  SUIICATBA  BUBBEB  SHIPMEKTS. 

[Consul  B.  S.  RairdcD,  Batarla,  Java,  Oct.  21.1 

Exj)orts  of  plantation  rubber  from  Belawan,  Deli  (Simiatra),  for' 
the  first  eight  months  of  lOlfi  nmoiinted  to  10,947,704  pounds,  compared 
with  8,300,817  pounds  in  the  oorresjionding  period  of  1915.  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  incn-n.'^od  from  2,-369,072  to  5,549,025 
pounds.  This  indicated  continued  growth  in  the  trade  with  the 
United  States,  which  had  previously  leaped  from  f>7.200  pounds  in' 
1914  to  4,074,560  for  the  entire  year  1915.  The  figures  for  eight 
months  are : 


Coiwtties. 


United  .states 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Straits  Settlements 

Total 


191S 


Pouitd*. 

2,3(»,072 

4,SI7,42» 

848,153 

406, 158 


1918 


Pound*. 

.  5,64.1,025 
3,8n3,0!i8 

»i,;«2 

l,5ai,999 


8,300,817  10,947,704 
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PBICES  PAD)  FOB  NEW  ZEALAHD  1916-17  WOOL  CUP. 

CTlce  Consul  L.  A.  BacbeUer.  AacklaaO,  Not.  25.] 

Amplifying  the  cable  message  of  November  22,  1916  [see  Com- 
MERCE  Reports  for  Nov.  24,  1916],  reporting  purchase  by  the  Im- 
perial British  Government  of  the  entire  New  Zealand  wool  clip  of 
the  season,  the  prices  agreed  upon  for  the  various  classes  of  wool  are 
as  follows,  per  pound : 

Cents. 

Superior  Merino  combings 37  -45 

Medium  to  good  Merino 301-ffil 

Inferior  Merino 26i-2»i 

Superior  balfbred 87  -43i 

Medium  to  good  lmlfl>red 301-37 

Inferior   halfbred 28  -81 

Superior  wossbred 321-37 

Medium  to  good  crossbred 28  -34 

Inferior  crossbred '. — 1 24  -28 

liincoln  and  Leicester 27  -321 

Lambs',  good— ^ 34  -40 

Lambs',   medium 28  -331 

Negotiations  were  completed  with  very  little  diffionlty;  for  while 
prices  may  not  be  quite  so  good  as  might  eventually  have  been 
obtained,  the  growers  realized  the  circumstances  governing  the  po- 
sition and  al^  took  into  consideration  the  fact  that  they  would 
receive  prompt  spot  cash  in  New  Zealand  fpr  the  clip  apon  delivery. 
The  banks  will  suffer  from  this  arrangement,  as  they  will  lose  t£e 
exchange  on  all  the  drafts  that  would  have  been  negotiated  through 
them  if  all  the  wool  had  been  sent  forward  in  the  ordinary  way. 


OITATEHALA  IMPOSES  TAX  ON  KACHINE-KASE  QOASETTES. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Guatemala  atjr,  Dec.  5.] 

Those  cigarette  manufacturers  of  Guatemala  who  use  machinery 
in  their  factories  are  much  concerned  over  the  publication  in  El 
Guatemalteco  (the  official  journal  of  the  Guatemalan  Government) 
under  date  of  November  23,  1916,  of  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  a 
revenue  tax  of  1  centavo  Guatemalan  currency  will  be  imposed  on 
each  package  of  machine-made  cigarettes  manufactured  in  the 
Bepublic. 

Prior  to  1899  a  tax  of  1  centavo  was  levied  and  collected  upon 
each  package  of  cigarettes  made  in  the  Republic.  At  that  time  all 
cigarettes  were  made  by  hand.  In  1899  President  Estrada  Cabrera 
suspended  the  operation  of  the  law.  Since  then  factories  have  been 
established  for  making  cigarettes  by  machinery,  and  there  are  now 
four  such  plants  operating  in  the  Republic. 

In  reviving  this  old  law  the  decree  of  November  23  provides  that 
the  tax  shall  be  collected  only  from  those  manufacturers  who  em- 
ploy machinery,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  stipulates  that  it  ^all  be 
operative  from  the  dates  the  factories  be^an  using  such  machinery. 
Local  mfinuf acturers  are  protesting  agamst  the  new  tax,  and  es- 
pecially against  its  retroactive  feature.  There  are  three  factories 
now  operating  in  Guatemala  City,  with  a  combined  capacity  of  580,- 
000  cigarettes  per  day,  and  one  plant  in  Quezaltenango  with  a  daily 
capacity  of  60,000  cigarettes. 
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AMEBICAN  CATALOGUES  HEEDED  AT  LTOH  FAIS. 

[Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  Lyon,  France,  Not.  22.) 

Active  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  sample  fair  at  Lyon, 
to  be  held  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  Maivh,  1917.  Ah-eady  booths 
for  the  liuiising  of  exhibits  are  being  built,  and  a  determined  eflFort  is 
being  made  to  have  them  ready  early  in  January. 

Profiting  by  the  mistakes  ot  last  year,  which  were  resi>onsiblc  for 
the  delay  in  opening  the  fair,  the  authorities  are  determined  to  have 
evei^thing  ready,  at  the  earliest  i)ossible  moment.  The  great  quays 
that  line  the  Rhone  River  are  being  traiKsformed  into  a  village  of 
little  shops. 
Increase  in  Xeterrationt  Orer  Last  Year. 

The  reservations  thus  far  matle  for  space  are  much  larger  than 
those  of  last  year,  and  it  is  estimated  that  many  additional  booths 
will  have  to  be  erected.  There  was  not  a  sufficient  number  last  year, 
and  the  authorities  took  care  of  the  overflow  by  turning  over  several 
of  the  large  public  buildings  for  the  exhibits.  This  an-angement,' 
while  it  answered  the  purpose,  was  somewhat  inconvenient  to  buyers.' 
Concentration  is  sought,  and  the  authorities  have  seriously  con- 
sidered the  erection  of  a  large  building  to  be  devoted  entirely  to 
exliibition  purposes.  It  is  proposed  to  make  this  a  permanent' 
building,  and  plans  are  already,  being  submitted.  It  was  thought 
possible  to  start  work  on  it  during  the  present  year,  but  the  au- 
thorities have  concluded  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  wait  until  the 
termination  of  the  war,  although  one  of  the  wings  may  be  built  liow. 

A  determined  eflfort  is  being  made  to  bring  new  buyers  to  the 
fair,  which  is  not  an  exhibition  for  the  public  generally,  but  a 
collection  of  samples  from  all  the  neutral  and  allied  countries  upon 
which  orders  may  be  based.  The  time  limit  for  reservations  of 
booths  is  December  31, 1916. 

Japanese  Seetion  to  1>e  Eitabllshed. 

Japan,  alive  to  the  commercial  possibilities  of  this  fair,  is  makinj? 
a  special  effort.  According  to  present  arrangements  a  Japano.so 
section  is  to  be  established. 

Efforts  to  create  an  American  section  are  expected  to  be  successful. 
The  fair  committee  already  has  indicated  its  full  cooperation,  and  it 
is  urged  that  there  should  be  a  sufficient  number  of  Ainericnn 
exhibits  to  guarantee  a  worthy  section.  American  business  men 
have  responded  to  the  call  for  catalogues,  and  many  are  being  re- 
ceived at  the  American  consulate  at  Lyon.  They  will  be  arranged 
for  easy  access  in  a  branch  consulate  at  the  fair,  and  ample  ])ro- 
vision  will  be  made  for  prospective  buyers  to  examine  them.  Clorlvs 
speaking  both  French  and  English  will  be  in  attendance,  and  al! 
translations  and  explanations  will  be  made  without  charge.  It  should 
not  be  undei-stood  that  the  branch  consulate  will  display  manu- 
factured goods  of  any  kind.  Its  object  is  to  provide  a  catalogue 
exhibit  and  to  create  interest  in  American  goocfs.  More  catalogues 
are  needed,  however,  to  make  the  showing  that  is  desired. 
lines  of  Ooodt  for  Which  Catalocrnei  Are  Desired. 

Catalogues  of  small  hardware,  house  furnishings,  labor-saving 
devices,  tools,  house  fixings,  stoves,  and  builders'  hardware  are 
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especially  desired.  In  fact  the  catal<^ue  esJubit  should  include 
every  class  of  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States.  It  is  of 
primary  importance  that  where  possible  prices  be  given  in  francs 
and  terms  of  sale  clearly  stated. 

Before  and  during  the  fair  an  official  catalogue  with  a  guaranteed 
circulation  of  20,000  is  to  be  published.  This  will  be  distributed 
generally  to  patrons  and  will  serve  as  a  directory  of  exhibits.  Each 
firm  occupying  a  booth  is  entitled  to  three  lines  of  free  advertising. 
Additional  lines  will  average  about  5  francs  (96  cents)  each.  A 
page  of  advertising  18  by  10  centimeters  (7  by  3.93  inches)  costs  175 
francs  ($33.77).  Space  measuring  6  by  10  centimeters  (2.36  by 
3.93  inches)  costs  70  francs  ($13.51).  A  discount  of  10  i>er  cent  is 
made  for  a  page. 

Three  publications  relating  to  the  Lyon  fair  of  1917  are  to  be 
issued — Catalogue  of  the  Fair,  the  Bulletin  Officiel  de  la  Folre  de 
Lyon,  and  during  the  fair  only  a  daily  newspaper  entitled  "  Journal 
de  la  Foire."  Advertising  maj'  be  placed  in  any  of  these  publica- 
tions. 
lAtia-AmerioMi  Week  an  ImportMit  Feature. 

The  extensive  propaganda  that  has  been  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  French  Government  for  developing  more  closely 
the  relations  between  France  and  the  Latin  American  Republics 
has  found  expression  in  the  designation  of  a  week  for  the  study  of 
questions  between  Latin  America  and  France.  This  movement  was 
inaugurated  some  time  ago  by  the  parliamentary  cfwimittee  of 
action  for  foreign  countries  and  received  the  approval  of  the  French 
Government. 

An  extensive  program  has  been  outlined  to  include  lectures  by 
prominent  Latin  Americans.  Tlie  Lyonnaise  municipality,  nndw 
the  patronage  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  France,  has  completed  all 
arrangements  for  the  meeting.  Clonferences  have  been  arranged, 
and  the  proceedings  will  be  featured  by  speeches  on  subjects  to  in- 
clude :  "  Three  centuries  of  South  American  history,"  Latm  America 
during  the  French  Revolution,"  and  "France  seen  from  Latin 
America." 

It  is  understood  that  commissions  from  Latin  America  will  attend 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  economic  conditions,  and  it  is  pointed 
out  that  this  meeting  will  become  an  annual  affair,  the  next  one  to 
be  held  probably  at  Bordeaux. 

[A  statement  regarding  American  applications  for  tlte  Lyon  Sample  Fair 
was  published  In  CoMiuatci::  Uepobts  for  Dec.  12,  1916.  The  American  com- 
mittee has  established  headquarters  at  1790  Broadway,  New  York.  A  copy  of 
the  proRTom  for  Latin-.\merican  week  at  the  fair  may  be  Inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Koreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  83035.1  

New  Bates  for  Telegrams  in  Chile. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  issued  a  new  schedule  of  rates  for 
telegrams  from  Tacna  to  Arica,  and  from  Tacna  and  Arica  to  Coro- 
coro,  Viacha  or  La  Paz,  and  to  other  cities  in  the  interior  of  Bolivia. 
The  rates  as  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  show  that  messagira  in 
code  or  in  a  foreign  language  are  from  one-half  to  one-third  higher 
than  telegrams  in  Spanish. 
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SIBEBIAN  HABEET  FOR  AOBICITLTUSAL  IHPLEHENTS. 

f  Sommary  of  article  in  Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  ot  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Ottawa,  Nov.  27.1 

Western  Siberia  presents  one  of  the  richest  fields  for  the  sale  of 
agricultural  implements.  In  the  plains  of  western  Sil)eria  and  the 
foothills  of  the  Altai  are  exceptionally  fertile  lands  supporting 
8,000,000  people,  exclusive  of  the  urban  population,  and  capable  of 
supporting  the  entire  population  of  European  Bussia. 

During  the  five  years  1909  to  1913  the  area  of  new  lands  opened 
up  for  settlement  by  emigrants  from  European  Russia  was  75,850 
square  miles  and  the  number  of  settlers  was  2,000,000.  TJie  comple- 
tion of  the  new  railway  program  and  the  consequent  opening  of  new 
districts  should  result  in  future  emigration  on  a  still  larger  scale. 
The  emigration  to  Siberia  is  regulated  by  a  colonization  bureau 
established  in  connection  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Most 
of  the  settlers  take  up  land  on  the  communal  basis ;  the  title  remains 
in  the  Crown,  but  tne  peasant  obtains  the  use  of  the  land  free  for 
the  first  fire  years,  and  thereafter  in  return  for  taxes.  To  each  male 
member  of  tne  family  is  allotted  22  to  40  acres.  Loans  on  liberal 
terms  are  made  by  the  Govenunent,  which  has  also  establislied  depots 
for  the  sale  on  easy  terms  of  agricultural  implements,  experimental 
stations  for  testing  farm  machinery,  and  institutes  for  agricultural 
instruction. 

Other  settlers,  mostly  of  foreign  origin  and  representing  less  than 
20  per  cent  of  the  total,  are  not  dependent  on  State  assistance  but  take 
up  fi-eehold  tracts  of  67  to  135  acres  per  family.  Much  land  along 
the  railroad  and  the  river  banks  is  held  by  the  original  Cossack 
settlers,  who  are  usimlly  well-to-do.  Small  holdings  are  the  rule  in 
Siberia.  No  immediate  market  is  to  be  expected,  therefore,  for  the 
more  expensive  types  of  farm  machinery.  For  other  kinds  of  farm- 
operating  equipment,  however,  the  field  presents  unlimited  opportu- 
nities. Siberian  peasants  are  more  intelligent  and  progressive,  and 
also  more  prosi^erous  than  those,  who  remain  in  European  Rus- 
sia, and  their  farms  are  larger  and  more  productive. 
Xamifacttire  of  Implements  in  Enssla — ^Imports. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  less  complicated  machinery  and  imple- 
ments sold  in  western  Siberia  is  manufactured  in  Russia  by  estab- , 
lishments  staited  by  British  and  German  enterprise.  Most  of  the  fac- 
tories are  located  in  South  and  Central  Russia,  in  Kharkof,  Elisa- 
vetgrad,  Berdiansk,  Odessa,  Alexandrovsk.  and  Moscow.  They  pro- 
duce plows,  broadcast  seeders,  seed  drills,  harrows,  cultivators, 
mowers,  Russian  hand-rake  reapers,  and  small  thrashing  machines. 
For  complicated  agricultural  machinery  western  Siberia  depends 
chiefly  on  imports.  A  well-known  American  company  has  estab- 
lished works  near  Moscow  but  continues  to  import  the  more  compli- 
cated machines  and  parts  from  the  United  States.  Harvesting 
machinery  is  also  shipped  to  western  Siberia  from  Canada,  and  a 
good  reputation  has  been  gained  for  Canadian  products.  Power 
thrashing  outfits  have  come  mainly  from  Great  Britain  and  Ger- 
many. Sweden  has  developed  an  extensive  trade  with  western 
Siberia  in  dairy  equipment  and  to  a  small  extent  in  agricultural 
machines. 
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Xetliodf  »f  Dlitrlbotloii  in  Weaten  Biberis. 

The  chief  distributing  center  for  western  Siberia  is  Omsk,  whidi 
is  admirably  situated  at  the  point  where  the  Transsiberian  Railroad 
crosses  the  Irtish  River,  ana  is  surrounded  by  a  rich  farming  dis- 
trict. The  annual  turnover  of  agricultural  implements  at  Omsk 
in  a  good  j-ear  is  valued  at  20,000,000  rubles  ($10,300,000  at  the 
normal  exchange  rate).  The  only  Russian  city  that  surpasses  Om^ 
in  the  volume  of  trade  in  these  articles  is  Rostof-on-Don.  Two 
other  Siberian  towns  that  are  important  distributing  points  for 
agricultural  implements  are  Novonikolaievsk  on  the  Ob  River,  the 
starting  point  of  the  Altai  Railway,  and  Kurgan,  the  center  of  a 
fertile  district,  320  miles  west  of  Omsk.  Some  foreign  and  most 
Russian  implement  manufacturers  have  branches  at  Omsk.  There 
are  several  independent  wholesale  houses  that  have  branches  in  the 
most  important  centers  and  handle  agencies  of  both  Russian  and 
foreign  manufacturers.  There  are  also  numerous  local  agents  and 
dealers  in  the  principal  towns. 
AgrlciUtural-implemeat  Depots  of  Oolonlution  Buremv. 

An  important  part  in  the  distribution  of  agricultoral  implem^its 
is  taken  by  the  depots  of  the  Imperial  Colonizraon  Bnrean.  In  1909 
there  were  64  of  these  depots  in  Siberia;  in  1918  there  were  300,  of 
which  220  were  in  western  Siberia.  Hie  sales  in  1918  amoanted  to 
7,500,000  rubles  ($3,862,500)," and  the  value  of  the  implements  im- 
ported into  Siberia  for  the  use  of  these  depots  amoanted  to  8,400,000 
rubles  ($4,326,000),  as  compared  with  4,600,000  rubles  ($2,869,000) 
in  1909  and  2,600,000  rubles  ($1,889,000)  in  1906.  The  implements 
supplied  must  be  of  Russian  manufacture,  if  possible,  thou^  excep- 
tion is  made  of  American  harvesting  machinery.  In  spite  of  the 
liberal  credit  terms  of  the  depots  their  dealings  are  conmied  chiefly 
to  the  less  prosperous  peasants,  and  a  large  field  remains  open  to 
outside  competition. 

Betails  of  Implementi  Sold  at  Depots  in  Last  Four  Tears. 

The  following  statement  giving  the  number  of  agricultural  ma- 
chines and  implements  sold  at  the  depots  of  the  Imperial  Coloniza- 
tion Bureau  in  Siberia  during  1912,  1913,  1914,  and  1915  indicates 
the  character  of  the  turnover  at  these  depots  and  the  nature  of  tiie 
trade  of  western  Siberia  in  agricultural  machinery : 


Articles. 


I»12 


1913 


1914 


191S 


Single  plows 

Dcublo  plows 

Plows  and  sccUcrs  combined 

Cultivnlors 

Harrows 
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Russian  hand-rake  reapers 

Reapers,  other 

Binders 
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Carding  machines  


Ifumbtr. 

37, 3M 

1,563 

1,021 

349 

e6S 

247 

9«$ 

7,184 

6,tn 

i.sn 

4,732 
5,783 
898 
1.4» 
3,089 
7,038 

m 

446 
140 


Jfuvtber. 

36,794 

4,198 

1,934 

497 

1,010 

264 

473 

2,9B6 

3,983 

1,306 

3,003 

3,184 

1,U0 

1,94 

6,'SOt 
IM 


Atmrter. 

19,107 

3.ISR 

1,144 

3U 

1,S10 

3)9 

»it 

2,639 

3,389 

1.3B 

I.n8 

''S 
SO 


lU 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


COMHEBCB  BEFOBTS. 


1143 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

CbaSeuttcrs 

Number. 

846 

6 

289 

154 

2,4«3 

43 

£01 

2,087 

6,225 

3,123 

154 

4,175 

•  16,280 

Number. 

374 

15 

343 

173 

2,891 

45 

454 

1,801 

7,213 

3,271 

1,362 

3,939 

'■18,254 

Number. 

444 

89 

434 

184 

3,315 

48 

525 

2,023 

7,495 

4.202 

1,887 

4.916 

•31,435 

Number. 
180 

4 

2.W 

rbutns..'. 

135 

2,259 

47 

Weighing  znacbines., 

192 

978 

Axes...        *    

6,050 

Forks 

3,628 

Shovels  

2,591 

Beytbes 

4,844 

Sinder  twliie 

•  49,879 

•  rounds. 

Sale  of  Equipment  by  Butter  Exporters — Tendency  to  Cooperation. 

The  distribution  of  farm  equipment,  especially  dairy  appliances, 
is  also  participated  in  by  the  firms  (chiefly  Danish)  exporting  but- 
ter, who  frequently  supply  such  articles  to  cooperative  creameries 
and  to  farmers.  There  ai-e  a  great  number  of  cooperative  creameries 
in  western  Siberia  run  by  peasant  societies,  530  of  which  have  formed 
a  union  to  dispose  of  butter  abi'oad  independently  of  the  exporters. 
The  tendency  toward  cooperation  is  a  natural  result  of  the  communal 
village  ^stem,  and  associations  are  formed  among  the  newer  settlers, 
to  whom  the  Government  grants  loans  on  the  Jomt  responsibility  of 
the  group.  Credit  may  be  granted  to  these  coopei'ative  groups  with 
comparative  safety,  because  they  possess  the  means  of  enforcing 
payment,  when  necessaiy,  by  tactful  pressure  through  their  members. 

Credits — Present  Depletion  of  Stoeks. 

.  Before  the  war  the  usual  credit  granted  to  purchasers  of  farm- 
operating  equipment  extended  over  two  harvesis ;  for  heavy  machin- 
ei'y  the  period  was  two  to  three  years.  The  losses  from  nonpayment 
of  debts  have  been  negligible  in  comparison  with  the  total  turnover. 
The  losses  on  this  account  over  a  term  of  yeaK?  of  a  large  firm  dis- 
tributing agricultural  implements  in  we'jlern  Siberia  amounted 
to  only  one-half  of  1  per  cent.  The  Ooloni/eation  Bureau,  which  has 
to  do  mostly  with  the  poorer  peasants,  reports  that  2^  jwr  cent  of 
the  debts  contracted  between  1897  and  190i  remained  unpaid  at  the 
end  of  1913. 

The  period  just  before  the  war  was  characterized  by  keen  competi- 
tion and  some  recklessness  in  granting  credit.s.  The  more  readily 
accessible  lands  having  been  occupied  it  was  found  impossible  to 
mamtain  immigi'ation  and  develop  the  country's  resources  at  the  rate 
that  had  been  anticipated.  The  weaker  firms  had  their  capital  tied 
up  and  overhead  expenses  were  increasing  owing  to  the  number  of 
machines  that  they  were  unable  to  sell.  Imports  have  now  practi- 
cally ceased,  and  the  Russian  factories  for  the  most  part  have  been 
busy  in  other  directions.  Stocks  have  been  cleared  off  and  a  business 
has  sprung  up  in  OA'erhauling  and  selling  old  machines. 
Xethod  of  Obtaining  Share  of  Big  Sales  Expected  After  War. 

After  the  war  all  kinds  of  farm-operating  equipment  will  be  re- 
quired in  large  quantities.  Suitable  representatives  could  doubtless 
be  found  for  American  firms.  By  establishing  a  branch  for  the  terri- 
tory, however,  at  some  central  point,  preferably  Om^,  the  necessity 
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of  sharing  the  profits  with  more  than  one  dealer  could  be  avoided. 
Swedish  manufacturers  are  represented  at  Omsk  by  a  firm  specialize 
ing  in  Swedish  implements  and  machines.  Dealers  have  urged  the 
necessity  of  manufacturers  ^sending  over  sample  machines  in  order  to 
test  their  suitability  for  tlus  market.  For  tliis  purpose  the  experi- 
mental stations  are  available  that  are  maintained  oy  the  Govern- 
ment at  Omsk  and  Novonikolaievsk.  The  types  and  sizes  of  the  agri- 
cultural implements  and  machines  that  have  the  largest  sale  in 
western  Siberia  are  indicated  in  the  following  notes  under  the  re- 
spective headings : 

Binglt-txatow  Walking  Plow*  Xost  in  Semand. 

The  number  of  plows  sold  in  western  Siberia  exceeds  100,000  per 
year  and  the  greater  nimiber  are  of  Russian  manufacture.  The  Rus- 
sian plows  are  roughly  but  strongly  finished  and  are  botii  K^t  in 
weight  and  cheap,  the  two  qualities  most  essential  in  western  Siberian 
trade.  The  western  Siberian  soil  is  clay  covered  with  a  layer  of 
black  earth  12  to  18  inches  deep,  which  yields  easily  to  the  plow.  The 
furrow  is  usually  3  to  5  inches  deep.  Fertilizers  are  not  used ;  when 
one  plat  of  land  shows  signs  of  exhaustion  another  is  broken  up. 
The  plow  with  the  single-corve  abate  is  considered  most  soitaUk 
Nearly  all  the  plows  sold  are  fitted  to  a  Gemum  forecarriage.  The 
walking  plow  is  used  almost  entirely;  the  Siberian  horses  are  hardy 
but  not  very  strong  and  the  number  owned  by  eadi  peasant  is  limited. 
The  wei^t  of  the  one-share  plows  sold  is  145  to  190  pounds.  Then 
is  only  a  small  demand  for  heavier  plows.  The  sin^e-fuirow  plow 
has  by  far  the  largest  sale  in  western  Siberia.  The  pre-war  fadxny 
prices  of  Russian  one-share  plows  ranged  from  17  to  35  ruUes  ($8.76 
to  $18.03). 

The  only  plow  factory  in  Siberia,  located  at  Omsk,  manufactures 
about  20.000  one  and  two  share  plows  annually.  The  pre-war  factory 
prices  or  the  two-share  Russian  plows  varied  from  40  to  60  rubles 
($20.60  to  $30.90). 

Plowi  with  Seeders — Three  and  Four  Furrow  Gang  Plows. 

Plows  with  seeders  combined  are  in  growing  demand  in  western 
Siberia.  The  four-share  size  with  a  lever  is  the  most  popular,  com- 
bined with  a  seeder  that  drops  the  seed  into  the  open  furrow,  the 
next  following  share  covering  it.  The  pre-war  retail  price  at  Omsk 
of  a  well-known  implement  of  this  type  was  89  rubles  ($45.84). 

The  use  of  three  and  four  furrow  gang  plows  in  western  Siberia 
is  increasing,  and  the  plow  factory  at  Omsk  is  contemplating  their 
manufacture.  There  is  also  a  limited  sale  for  the  larger  sizes  of 
gang  plows  among  the  more  well-to-do  landowners.  The  gang  plows 
manufactured  for  this  market  should  embody  the  principal  features 
of  the  single  plows  sold,  such  as  light  weight,  and  should  also  have 
more  clearance  than  is  usual  with  gang  plows  of  tiie  American  type. 
Prospect  of  Karket  for  Plows. 

The  principal  dealers  at  Omsk  are  of  the  opinion  that  owing  to 
the  competition  of  the  Russian  works  there  would  seem  to  be  little 
opportunity  for  doing  business  in  the  types  of  plows  that  have  the 
largest  sale  in  this  market  It  was  thought  possible,  however,  Hat 
a  trade  with  Canada  might  be  devel^^d  in  (lie  better  class  of  plows 
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to  replace  those  formerly  supplied  by  Germany,  and  also  in  gang 
plows.  A  United  Stat^  plow-manufactnrinjg  company  has  l)een 
endeavoring  for  some  years  to  build  up  a  business  in  this  territory, 
and  has  established  a  branch  at  Omsk.  It  is  reported  that  previous 
to  the  war  this  company  sold  about  500  plows  a  year.  All  dealers 
are  agreed  that  if  Canadian  manufacturers  desire  a  share  of  the 
trade  with  western  Siberia  th^  must  manufacture  plows  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  market.  Personal  investigation 
and  energetic  representation  are  also  considered  essential.  The  de- 
mand for  plows  in  western  Siberia  will  increase  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  coimtry,  and  a  firm  becoming  established  in  the  market 
should  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  secure  a  trade  that  would  be  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  its  business  as  a  whole. 
Drill*,  HarrowB,  and  Cnltivators. 

Disk  drills  have  become  popular  in  western  Siberia.  A  large 
Anglo-Russian  factory  in  South  Russia  sells  in  western  Siberia  in  a 
normal  year  about  1^00  disk  driUs,  which  are  fitted  with  8  to  19 
disks,  and  sell  at  a  factory  price  of  180  rubles  ($92.70)  for  the  8-disk 
drill  and  890  rubles  ($200.85)  for  the  19-disk  drill.  The  disks  are 
double,  are  fitted  at  intervals  of  6  inches,  and  are  adjustable.  The 
12-disk  drill  is  said  to  be  the  most  popular,  and  sold  before  the  war 
for  260  rubles  ($133.90).  Plain  drill  seeders  with  7  to  19  drills 
also  have  a  large  sale.  The  Grovemment  depot  at  Omsk  formerly 
sold  an  11-drill  seeder  at  122  rubles  ($62.83).  For  plain  drills  the 
factory  prices  of  the  SouUi  Russian  firm  referred  to  were  127  to  295 
rubles  ($65.41  to  $161.93).  The  greater  proportion  of  the  broadcast 
seeders  sold  are  of  Russian  manufacture.  Disk  harrows  are  coming 
into  favor.  A  suitable  implement  fitted  with  ten  16-inch  disks  re- 
tailed at  Omsk  before  the  war  at  73  rubles  ($37.60).  Spring-tooth 
harrows  on  wheels  are  also  largely  used,  and  range  in  price  from  45 
to  60  rubles  ($23.18  to  $30.90).  Cultivators  sell  for  about  the  same 
price.  The  7-tooth  cultivator  is  most  in  demand,  but  the  tendency  for 
the  teeth  to  become  clogged  with  earth  is  a  defect  that  it  is  desired  to 
remedy.  Imports  from  the  United  States  and  Germany  have  supple- 
mented the  sales  in  western  Siberia  of  drills,  harrows,  and  cultiva- 
tors of  Russian  manufacture. 

Hairesting  Kaohlnery. 

The  trade  with  western  Siberia  in  complicated  agricultural  ma- 
chinery is  largely  dominated  by  the  sales  of  the  American  company 
near  Moscow,  supplemented  by  imports  from  C.-inada  and  the  United 
States  and  by  the  products  of  other  manufacturers  in  Russia.  A 
factory  in  South  Russia  is  now  turning  out  self-binders,  in  addition 
to  mowers  and  reapers,  but  the  Russian  manufacturers  devote  their 
attention  chiefly  to  the  lobogreika,  or  hand-rake  reaper.  This  ma- 
chine is  a  very  cheap  reaper  with  a  reel  and  requires  an  extra  person, 
seated  on  the  outer  back  comer  of  the  platform,  who  does  the  raking 
off  with  a  pitchfork.  The  pre-war  retail  price  was  150  to  180  rubles 
($77.25  to  $92.70),  or  only  30  or  40  rubles  ($15.45  or  $20.60)  less 
than  the  self-rake  reaper.  The  lobogreika  is  popular  because  it  can 
be  used  for  either  grain  or  grass.  Liarge  numbers  of  mowers  and 
horse  rakes  are  sold.  A  one-norse  rake  8  feet  wide  with  30  working 
and  2  stationary  prongs  and  a  two-horse  mower  4^  feet  wide  art 
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considered  most  suitable.  The  most  popular  self-rake  reaper  is  5 
feet  wide;  the  most  popular  binder,  6  feet.  The  use  of  the  rib- 
band binder  is  practically  universal.  Complaint  has  been  made  that 
the  forecarriage  fitted  to  binders  of  the  American  type  has  a  tend- 
ency to  fall  over  to  one  side,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  could  be 
remedied  by  reconstructing  the  forecarriage  upon  some  other  prin- 
ciple. Before  the  war  60  to  70  rubles  ($30.90  to  $36.05)  was  c<«- 
sidered  a  fair  price  for  a  horse  rake,  about  145  rubles  ($74.68)  for  a 
mower,  180  to  220  rubles  ($!)2.70  to  $113.30)  foi  a  self -rake  reaper, 
and  330  to  380  rubles  ($169.95  to  $195.70)  for  a  binder. 
Thrashing^  Kaehines. 

The  thrashing  machines  used  in  western  Siberia  are  opei-ated  on 
the  English  principle,  there  being  no  demand  for  thrashei-s  of  the 
American  type.  A  great  number  of  small  thrashing  machines  de- 
signed for  use  with  horse  gears  are  sold  and  are  nearly  all  of  Russian 
manufacture.  A  satisfactory  machine  is  made  by  an  Anglo-Bussisn 
company  with  a  factory  in  the  south  of  Bus^a,  which  serves  as  a  model 
for  most  of  the  other  makes  sold.  The  factory  price  of  a  very  simple 
machine  made  by  this  firm  for  use  With  two  horses  is  244  rubles 
($125.66),  horse  gear  included;  the  four-horse  gear  size  sells  for  498 
rubles  ($256.47),  the  six-horse  for  624  to  799  rubles  ($321.36  to 
$411.49) ,  and  the  eight-horse  gear  s\z6  for  912  to  1,400  rubles  ($469.68 
to  $721).  This  company  is  reported  to  sell  on  the  average  about 
3,000  of  these  machines  in  a  year  in  western  Siberia.  The  four- 
horse  and  eight-horse  power  sizes  are  the  most  in  demand.  The 
tendency  is  for  a  greater  niunber  of  the  larger  sizes  of  thrasliers  to 
be  sold  each  year. 

Power  thrashing  outfits  have  been  successfully  imported  into 
■western  Siberia  from  Great  Britain  and  Germany  in  competiti(m 
with  the  local  make,  about  two-thirds  of  the  trade  being  supplied  by 
British  firms.  Ten-horsepower  thrashing  sets  have  the  largest  sale. 
The  comjietition  of  Germany  in  portable  engines  prior  to  the  war 
had  become  a  serious  factor.  The  prevalence  of  alkaline  water  in 
western  Silieria,  however,  is  against  the  steam-driven  engine.  The 
most  available  fuel  for  power  purposes  is  either  kerosene  or  crude 
oil,  naphtha  being  difficult  to  obtain.  There  is  therefore  a  growing 
demand  for  kerosene  or  crude-oil  vertical  motors  of  about  the  14  to  l6 
horsepower  size,  sufficient  for  use  with  thrashers  or  small  flour  mills 
and  for  irrigation  purposes. 

Demand  for  Small  Tractors. 

Tlicre  is  an  opening  in  western  Siberia  for  a  small  tractor  burning 
kerosene  or  cnide  oil.  The  few  sets  disposed  of  among  the  larger 
landowners  have  been  principaUy  of  German  or  American  manu- 
facture. A  kerosene  tractor  of  14  to  20  horsepower  is  required, 
which  would  be  capable  of  pulling  a  three  or  four  furrow  gang 
plow  and  which  could  be  delivered  at  Omsk  for  between  4,000  and 
5,000  rubles  ($2,060  and  $2,575).  The  tractor  should  be  relatively 
simple  in  construction  and  easy  to  operate.  It  was  complained  that 
the  tractor  which  an  American  company  has  been  trying  to  sell  is 
too  complicated  for  use  on  Siberian  farms.  The  platiorm  and  con- 
trol levers  should  be  so  arranged  that  only  <Hie  operator  will  be  re- 
quired for  both  the  tractor  and  the  plows. 
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A  firm  at  Omsk  with  connections  throughout  western  Siberia  ex- 
pressed the  desire  of  obtaining  from  Canada  a  tractor  for  demon- 
strating purposes  fulfilling  the  foregoing  requirements,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  it  would  suit  the  conditions  of  the  market.  Tliis 
firm  has  offered  to  pay  the  duty,  freight,  and  other  expenses  from 
Canada  to  Omsk  on  one  such  tractor,  provided  the  manufacturers 
would  be  willing  to  wait  for  payment  until  the  tractor  has  been 
demonstrated  and  sold.  It  is  anxious  to  secure  the  agency  for  an 
efficient  tractor,  since  it  proposes  to  push  the  sale  of  gang  plows  and 
requires  a  tractor  to  be  worked  in  conjunction  therewith. 

Dairy  Appliances. 

The  rapid  rise  of  the  dairying  industry  of  western  Siberia  has 
caused  a  great  demand  for  dairying  appliances.  Chums,  butter 
presses,  and  c^her  accessories  are  mostly  of  Russian  manufacture, 
but  cream  separators  have  been  supplied  chiefly  by  Sweden  and 
(Germany.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  American  cream 
separators  but  Swedish  competition  has  proved  too  strong.  The 
separators  sold  range  from  the  5-vedro  (16.2  gallons)  size  up.  The 
make  of  5-vedro  separator  having  the  larg^  sale  retaUs  for  60 
rubles  ($30.90).  Another  make  seUs  for  35  rubles  ($18.03).  There 
is  also  a  limited  demand  for  power  separators,  the  largest  size  sold 
being  180  vedros  (585  gallons). 


AMBBICAH  PTJSOHASES  FBOM  DUTCH  EAST  DTDIES. 

The  principal  exports  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies  for  the  United 
States  during  the  three  months  ended  September  30,  1916  and  1916, 
follow: 


Articles. 


Bamboo  bats jrambor. 

Cusia .....pounds. 

ClUork&Utun..... do... 

Cinnamon. do... 

Okyres. do... 

Cooa. do 

Cocoa. do 

CoBee do.... 

Copra do.... 

Damar do — 

Fat do.... 

Fiber do — 

Qambier do — 

Grass  (pandan)  hats.number . 

Oum  Dcntoln pounds.. 

Qum  copal do 

Gatta-percha do.... 

Hemp do 

HldOB  (buOalo    and   cow), 

number 

JtMoog pounds.. 

Kapolc do 

liaoe do. 

Nutmegs do — 

on! 

CItTonolla  or   essential, 

pounds 

Coconut liters.. 

Fusil pounds 

Kaijdcpooti liters.. 

Kfinanga ...... .pounds. 


July- 
Sept, 

ms. 


1M,M0 
11,412 

"'alia' 

115,00s 

£33,119 

3,S83,«90 

11,393 

687,907 


5,7SM,74I 
100,301 
312. 4SI) 
19,494 
175,450 
122,740 
16S,  117 

43,323 
451,107 
191,879 

37.773 


«i,rai 

7,300 


2,3S2 


"Pi-' 


1911 


139,080 
849,419 


is,eoo 


102,960 


3(1,772 

5,056,124 

290,075 

3.093 

3,774,135 

42,602 

14,  (KM 

13,009 

822,630 

97,497 


103,415 
427,290 
396,458 
61,007 
373,883 

.S2,517 
,173,930 

47,5113 
2,377 
2,883 


ArUdfS. 


Ore pounds.. 

Pepper: 

Black. do.... 

White do.... 

Potash. .do.... 

Rattan do.... 

Roots  (smcllhig) do. . . . 

Rosin do.... 

Rubber do.... 

8h"IIs(trocas) do.... 

Skins: 

Doer number.. 

Goat do 

Lliard do 

Sheep. do 

Sugar pounds.. 

Tapioca: 

Flake do.... 

Flour do.... 

Seeds do 

Siltii^ do.... 

Tartrate do 

Tea do.... 

Tin do... 

Wax: 

Dees do... 

Paraffin do... 

Wood: 

Ebony do... 

Sandal do... 


Joly- 
Sept., 
1915. 


22,7«S 
1,C31,0B8 


8,494 


4,631,320 
128.397 

23,725 

318,240 

3,000 

58,020 

18,503  756 

1,574,553 
8,503,319 


33,359 
13,863 
276,253 
135,930,378 


1,580,320 

"m',m 


Jutj- 
Sept, 
19IS. 


4,881,751 

348,438 

37,025 

240,  S83 

171 

2,800 

8,745,635 


25,640 
740,483 


70,SS0 


1,029,963 
21,309,457 
55.060 


215,819 
295,242 

183 
224,000 

181,831 
191,317 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1148  COMMEBCE  BEP0BX8. 

THE  DENIA  SAISIN  CSOF. 

[Consul  Jobn  B.  Putnam,  Valencia,  Spain,  Not.  27.] 

A  conservative  private  estimate  places  the  1916-17  raisin  crop 
in  the  Valencia  consular  district  at  24^00,000  pounds;  official  sta- 
tistics are  not  available.  The  first  shipment  of  the  season  was  made 
on  August  30,  for  France;  but  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  S^ 
tember  that  any  raisins  were  exported  to  the  British  Isles,  whim 
annually  take  the  greater  part  of  the  crop.  Up  to  November  24 
shipments  amounted  to  23,198,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  11,736,- 
816  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  12,450,144 
pounds  during  the  whole  1915-16  season. 

Of  the  total  quantity  exported  this  season,  18,455,136  pounds  were 
sent  to  British  ports,  as  against  10,751,552  pounds  mark^;ed  thofi 
during  the  whole  of  last  season.  The  United  States  has  taken  544,096 
pounds,  as  compared  with  60,256  pounds  for  the  like  period  of  1915; 
France  and  Algiers  have  received  1,809,584  poonds,  as  against  110,432 
pounds;  Switzerland  (which  did  not  import  any  Denia  raisins  during 
1?15-16)  has  taken  608,944  pounds.  Shipments  amounting  to  1,303,- 
344  pounds  have  been  made  to  Norway,  and  380,352  pounds  have 
been  marketed  in  Canada. 
Pricei  and  Freights. 

Denia  raisins  are  usually  packed  in  "  quarter  "  boxes  containing  14 
pounds  of  fruit.  Transactions  and  commercial  quotations  are  always 
made  in  English  hundredweight,  equal  to  eight  such  boxes. 

Exchange,  which  stood  at  24.08  pesetas  to  the  pound  sterling  on 
November  24, 1915,  has  fallen  until  at  present  the  pound  is  equal  to 
less  than  23  pesetas.  Freight  rates  opened  this  season  at  less  than  7 
cents  per  box  and  have  risen  to  over  9^  cents. 

In  the  British  markets — which  control  price  quotations  for  the 
raisin  crop— the  average  opening  prices  were  approximately  $2.05 
per  box,  rising  to  about  $2.25,  and  afterwards  falling  until  the  pres- 
ent low  figure  of  $1.65  was  reached.  The  f.  o.  b.  cost  of  a  box  of 
raisins  is  estimated  this  season  as  averaging  $1,  to  which  must  be 
added  about  $0.60  to  cover  freight  and  other  charges.  As  the  bulk 
of  the  crop  was  shipped  and  sold  before  the  present  low  prices  ruled, 
general  returns  should  show  a  fair  profit. 

It  is  stated  that  the  quality  of  the  raisin  crop  this  season  is  excel- 
lent. In  quantity  it  does  not  quite  come  up  to  the  estimates  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season. 


EFFOBTS  TO  BESUHE  WOBE  OH  CHIHESE  COAL  MIKE. 

[John  R.  Arnold,  office  of  commercial  attach^,  Peking,  Oct.  24.] 

Reports  have  been  received  of  a  project  for  the  development  of  a 
field  producing  coal  of  good  quality,  at  Fenghuangshan,  Hsuancheng 
districtj  in  Nganhwei  Province.  About  a  square  mile  of  this  fielc^ 
which  IS  said  to  be  very  extensive,  was  granted  to  a  native  con- 
oessionnaire  4  or  5  years  ago,  and  this  man  formed  a  corporation  to 
develop  it.  Three  veins  of  excellent  coal  had  been  struck  when 
operations  were  stopped  by  disturbed  conditions  in  1918.  Now  the 
liroinoter  is  endeavoring  to  interest  capitalists  in  Shanghai,  with 
the  object  of  resuming  work  on  the  mine,  which  he  believes  can  be 
profitably  developed. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


COHICBBOB  BSP0BI8.  1149 

IMPOBTS  OF  CASHED  GOODS  IBTO  CAHADA. 

[Consnl  Cred  C  Slater,  SarnU,  Ontario,  Dec.  15.] 

On  account  of  a  shortage  of  canned  goods  in  the  Dominion  this 
year,  considerable  quantities  have  been  imported,  chiefly  from  the 
United  States.  Recent  imports  of  this  kind  from  Spain,  however, 
have  materially  increased.    The  Canadian  Grocer  states : 

Tbe  recent  introduction  of  Spanlsli  canned  tomatoes  on  the  Canadian  market 
bos  led  to  an  increased  interest  in  tliis  coontry's  goods.  Prior  to  the  war, 
Spain  was  satisfied  to  supply  her  own  markets,  but  of  late  she  has  been  reach- 
ing out  for  a  sliare  of  the  world  trade  in  this  line.  Tbe  shortage  in  Canadian 
canned  goods  this  year  gave  a  very  favorable  opening.  To  what  extent  Spain 
will  become  a  competitive  factor  with  our  own  canneries  In  times  of  plenty 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  Introduction  of  these  goods  has  been  too  recent,  also, 
to  permit  of  a  Uiorougb  Inquiry  into  their  merits.  For  the  first  eight  months 
of  tbe  present  year  Spain's  shipments  of  canned  vegetables  totaled  7,009  tons, 
OS  against  5,631  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Spain  Is  also  becoming  a  formidable  figure  in  the  sardine  industry.  There 
was  an  increase  in  exports  of  3,500  tons  this  year  in  canned  sardines,  ta  well 
as  a  most  remarkable  Increase  in  smoked  fi§h.  The  value  of  Spain's  exports 
in  this  line  of  goods  alone  this  year  has  been  close  to  $4,000,000.  Evidently 
Spain  is  a  country  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the  provision  business. 

[Articles  on  the  Canadian  market  for  canned  goods  were  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  28,  Oct.  31,  and  Nov.  3, 1916.] 


OIL  FRODTTCnON  FKOM  BKA7TT.TATT  BICITHTBA. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Gottschalk,  Bto  do  Janeiro,  Not.  21.1 

Occasional  inquiries  from  the  United  States  reveal  an  interest  in 
possible  new  sources  of  oil-producing  nuts.  The  Brazilian  "bicu- 
nyba,"  which  is  foimd  principally  in  the  States  of  Minas  Gteraes  and 
l^ipirito  Santo,  is  imderstood  to  have  been  tested  in  tibe  United 
States.  Hie  meat  is  said  to  contain  slightly  more  than  60  per  cent 
of  fats  and  the  shells  a  little  more  (iian  4  per  cent  The  meat  of  the 
nut  constitutes  about  three-fifths  of  its  entire  weight.  Assuming 
that  five-sixths  of  the  oU  contained  in  the  meat  were  extractable,  this 
would  mean  a  yield  of  about  3  pounds  of  the  salable  product  from 
.every  10  poimds  of  nuts. 

Various  persons  here  who  are  endeavoring  to  create  a  trade  in  this 
class  of  raw  products  state  that  the  "bicuhyba"  nuts  are  not  yet 
obtainable  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  exported,  and  that  each  tree 
yields  only  one  arroba  (about  35  pounds)  of  nuts  each  season. 

It  would  not  be  possible  to  obtain  these  nuts  at  less  than  $100  United 
States  currency  per  ton  (the  price  quoted  by  some  is  $125  per  ton) 
f.  o.  b.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bringing  the  cost  of  the  extracted  oil  to  about 
15  cents  per  pound.  This  is  without  calculating  the  high  freight 
rates  that  now  prevail. 

EXFOBTS  OF  COCOA  BEANS  FBOM  GOLD  COAST. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Nov.  9.] 

The  production  and  exports  of  cocoa  beans  from  the  Gold  Coast 
Colony,  British  West  Africa,  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916 
amounted  to  55,743  tons  (of  2,240  pounds  each),  valued  at  $15,216,639, 
as  against  50,578  tons,  valued  at  $10,097,704,  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  1915.  The  average  price  per  ton  for  the  first  nine  months  in  1915 
was  $199.04,  while  the  average  price  for  the  first  nine  months  in  1916 
was  $272.98  per  ton. 
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61TATEMAL&  OBAITTS  COHCESSIOH  FOB  COAST  CABAL. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Guatemala  City,  Not.  24.] 

An  intracoastal  canal,  skirting  the  Pacific  coast  of  Guatemala  and 
extending  80  miles  from  San  Jose  to  the  Esclaves  Eiver,  is  proposed 
by  a  company  now  in  process  of  formation  which  has  just  been 
granted  a  concession  by  tne  Guatemalan  Government 

The  Chiquimulilla  Canal,  as  it  is  called  and  as  it  appears  on  the 
map  of  (luatemula,  consists  of  a  series  of  lagoons  or  estuaries  along 
the  coast.  These  bodies  of  water,  known  as  "  esteros,"  are  of  irregular 
formation  and  have  an  average  depth  of  3  feet.  From  San  Jose  to 
the  Michitoya  Btver,  a  distance  of  10  miles,  the  shallow  lakes  are  con- 
nected by  a  canal  and  are  navigated  by  Indians  with  canoes.  It  is 
proposed  to  dredge  the  existing  canal  so  as  to  cut  a  channel  40  feet 
wide  and  of  sufficient  depth  to  permit  navigation  by  flat-bott<uned 
vessels  of  a  maximum  draft  of  3  feet 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  channel  at  varying  distances  of  1  to  5 
miles  from  the  ocean,  again  utilizing  a  series  of  shallow  lakes  or 
lagoons,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Michitoya  Biver  to  the  mout^  of  the 
Esclaves  Kiver,  a  length  of  70  miles.  The  mouth  of  the  Esclaves 
Biver  is  10  miles  from  the  boi'der  of  the  Bepublic  of  Salvador. 

To  Produce  Aaother  Harbor  on  PaeUc  Coast. 

The  Esclaves  Biver  at  its  mouth  is  about  a  mile  wide  and  of  great 
depth,  although  it  has  a  bar  of  only  4  feet  at  low  tide.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  remove  this  bar  by  building  a  jetty,  and  thereby  give  Guate- 
mala another  harbor  on  the  Pacific  coast 

Flat-bottomed  steamers,  having  no  more  than  3  feet  draft,  such 
as  it  is  proposed  to  utilize,  are  now  employed  in  navigating  the  Dulce 
Biver  Between  Livingston  and  Panzos,  a  distance  of  120  miles.  A 
force  of  76  men  is  now  at  work  clearing  timber  and  removing  the 
tropical  growth  in  the  vicinity  of  Chiquimulilla,  and  it  is  stated  that 
two  steam  dredges  have  been  ordered  and  will  shortly  begin  work. 
Engineering  plans  for  the  project  as  a  whole,  it  is  announced,  have 
not  yet  been  completed,  but  an  unofficial  estimate  was  made  that  the 
work  will  require  a  year,  and  will  cost  at  least  $750,000  United  States 
gold. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  canal  wiU  aflford  transportation  facilities  to 
a  rich  and  productive  region  of  the  Eepnblic,  now  >vithout  either  rail 
or  water  transportation,  and  the  estimated  tonnage  for  the  first  year 
of  operation  is  500,000.  Sugar,  coffee,  rice,  and  hides  will  be  the 
principal  toimage  producers. 
Official  7ovrnaI  Publishes  Terms  of  Orant. 

The  concession  granted  by  the  Government  of  Guatemala,  as  pub- 
lished November  3,  1916,  in  El  Guatemalteco,  the  official  journal  of 
the  Government,  translated,  is  as  follows : 

Application  lias  been  presented  to  tUs  oflSce  to  construct  a  canal  to  be  known 
ns  the  Cliiquiinnlilla  Canal,  with  the  object  of  placing  at  the  dl^)osal  of  the 
public  a  line  of  transportation  boats  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  and  of 
freight.  In  accordance  with  the  application  on  file,  and  for  a  term  of  4d  yeara, 
Uie  following  privileges  and  concessions  are  granted : 

1.  The  right  to  exploit  and  navigate,  during  the  term  of  this  concession,  all 
waters,  rivers,  and  tributaries,  estuaries  from  the  ocean  or  of  fresh  water, 
which  together  form  the  system  known  as  the  Chiquimulilla  Canal. 

2.  Authorization  is  also  granted  to  establish  and  maintain  a  tel^hone  Une, 
paralleling  the  canal ;  also  the  right  is  granted  to  estabUsb  a  idant  for  ^eneratiiiS 
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electric  power,  and  for  this  porpose  to  iise  tbe  waters  of  any  rivers  or  streams 
entering  or  leaving  tlie  said  canal. 

8.  Permission  is  granted  to  constmct  and  maintain  on  tbe  lands  of  tbe  Re- 
public adjoining  the  canal  all  tbe  buildings,  stations,  warebousee,  or  workshops 
necessary  for  the  operation  of  tbe  canal.  Right  is  granted  to  cut  and  remove 
tUuber  along  the  canal  for  construction  purposes  or  for  fuel,  and  the  right  Is 
conveyed  to  build  and  operate  a  shipyard  or  dockyard. 

4.  IDzemption  is  granted  to  tlie  concessionaires  from  taxation  or  impost  of 
any  description,  national  or  munlcipaL 

6.  Right  is  granted  for  the  free  importation  of  tbe  following  objects  intended 
for  tiie  canal:  C!oaI,  petroleum,  gasoline,  and  all  material  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  ships,  such  as  iron,  copper,  galvanized  iron,  cables  of  metal  or 
vegetable  fiber;  also  material  and  apparatus  necessary  for  tbe  construction 
and  maintenance  of  a  tel^hone  system  and  an  electric-power  plant 

6.  Right  is  granted  to  extend  the  canal  at  a  later  date  along  the  western  part 
of  the  Republic. 

7.  In  compliance  with  the  law  the  present  publication  Is  made. 


AUEiaCAN  CONSTTLAB  OITICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  ana  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Post. 


Ezpiia* 
tlonof 


Address. 


Bntt,  Homer , 

BnoUin,  acorm  A 

IMehman,  Oar]  F 

Dow,  Edward  A 

Eager,  Geotx*  Encnw- 
Qamoo,  John  A 

Hanson,  a«am  C 

Jenkins,  Dou^uis 

lAtbam,  Cbarles  L 

Ustoe,Soren 

Sanar,  Emil 

Smith,  James  A 

Wtddell,  Alexander  W 


La  Gualra,  Venezuela. 

Bordeanx,  France 

8antaa,BratU 

St.     Stapben,    New 
Brunswick. 

Barmen,  Germany 

Corinto,  Nicaragua 


Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia.. 

Dundse,  Scotland . . . . 
Rotterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 
Cologns,  Oennany . . . 

OakutU,  India 

Athens,  Greece 


Feb. 
Jan. 
Jaa. 
Jan. 

Jan. 
Dao. 


Jan.  30 

Jan.  at 

Jan.  IS 
...do.... 

Feb.  1 

Jan.  IS 

Dec  31 


2418  Seventh  Street,  Ueridian,  lUss. 
Department  of  State,  Washlngtan.  D.  C. 

Da 

Do, 

U  ranofasoot  Street,  Norwidi,  Conn. 
C/o  Dlitrlct  Office,  Bureau  ot  Foreign 

and  Domaitlo  ComnMroe,  £04  Federal 

Building,  Ghkago,  ni. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O 
48  Savage  Street,  Charleston.  B.  C 
Tbe  Uendota,  Washlngtcn,  D.  C. 
"Islington,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

CoUIltT     yft 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Do. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Richmond,  Va. 


MABKET  FOB  AMEBICAN  CONFECTIONEBT  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  U.  D.  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  Dec.  4.] 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  sales  of  American  confec- 
tionery in  Dunfermline  and  vicinity  since  its  introduction  several 
years  ago  through  the  efforts  of  this  consulate.  The  scarcity  and 
consequent  high  price  of  sugar  has  added  to  the  volume  of  American 
sales  recently,  and  larger  direct  purchases  of  candy  are  now  being 
made  by  local  retail  dealers  than  ever.  Sales  of  American  candies 
are  now  ahead  of  any  other  country  except  England  and  perhaps 
Switzerland.  Five  American  confectionery  houses  are  now  doing 
business  in  Dunfermline,  four  of  them  by  direct  shipments  through 
New  York  and  Glasgow  and  one  large  concern  controlling  a  prof- 
itable home  trade  through  Edinburgh  and  London. 

If  more  American  bonbons  were  placed  on  the  market  they  might 
find  ready  sale,  although  chocolates  and  the  cheaper  middle  grade 
of  sweets  seem  to  command  favor,  as  in  the  past. 
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FOBEIOn  TRAKE  OPPOSTUHITIES. 

Bcacrrr^  addressoR  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcaa  and  its  district  o^c«b.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  Bbeet  and  atste  opportanttx  B«i»l>cr. 
'  The  B«Tca«  does  not  furnlsb  credit  ratings  or  assnme  lesponsIMnt^  aa  to  the  standing 
'  of  foreign  inqulrera ;  tbe  usual  precautions  shonid  be  taken  in  all  eases.  Syabols : 
.  *  Reported  by  Amerlmn  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attadi^  and 
commercial  agents ;  X  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Agency 23362 

Aniline  dyes,  and  colors 23350 

t^liemical  products 23350 

«:ilpg,   paper 23364 

OurlLag  irons 23364 

Knam«led  ware 23364 

Hardwoods 23356 

Uollow  ware 23354 

Iron  in  sheets 23366 

KoTclties,  advertising 23353 

Oils : 23350 


Padlocks 2n.l54 

Paste 23350 

Pins,  drawing 23354 

PtDS,  safety 23S54 

Placurds,  advertising 23353 

Posters,  advertising 23363 

RS.o  mill 23351 

SSkwuUU 2SSM 

Sulphate  of  copper 23iM8 

Tools 23354 

Veneers 23SS5 


2334S.*— ^A  Arm  in  Switzerland  is  in  the  marlcet  for  sulpliate  of  copper,  to  be 
used  in  treating  wood.  Quotations  sliould  be  made  c.  i.  C  EJaropean  port 
CosI)  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Cktrrespondence  in  Frencb  or  Ger- 
man.   References. 

23340.* — A  man  in  Nicaragua  desires  to  purchase  a  sawmill  liaving  a  doable 
saw  and  carriage  complete ;  top  saw  to  t>e  80  inches  in  diameter  and  tbe 
bottom  saw  60  Inches  in  diameter.  Tlie  sawmill  is  to  be  delivered  to  tbe 
agent  of  tlie  purdmser  In  New  York.  Quotations  shonid  be  made  f.  o.  h. 
New  Yorlt.  Cash  will  t>e  paid  against  documents.  Corre^mndeuce  in 
English.    References. 

23350.* — ^A  firm  of  wholesale  commission  merchants  In  Spain  wishes  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  aniline  dyes,  oils,  paste, 
colors,  and  chemical  products  used  in  phnrmacy  and  in  the  textile  industry. 
Correspondence  In  Spanish  or  Frencli.    Referraces. 

23351.* — A  man  In.  Brazil  desires  to.  purehns-e  a  combination  rice  mUl.  The 
mill  should  be  In  one  unit,  with  an  ndditionni  primary  separator  carrying 
a  fan.  An  Illustration  of  tlte  kind  of  mill  desired,  with  sizes  and  dimen- 
sions, may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  District  Offices;  (Refer  to  fite 
No.  81638.)  Information  regarding  prices  and  the  earliest  date  upon 
which  the  mill  can  be  shipped  is  desired  by  cable.    Cash  will  be  paid. 

23332. t — ^A  company  in  Portugal  is  desirous  of  represMitIng  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.    No  particular  line  of  goods  Is  specified. 

23353.* — ^A  firm  In  Norway  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  advertising  novelties,  posters,  and  placards  of 
uietal,  celluloid,  or  paper.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorlc. 
Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  in  English.  Ref- 
erence. 

23;J54.t — A  business  man  in  France  wislies  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  hollow  ware,  enameled  goods,  padlocks,  small  tools,  curling  irons, 
safety  pins,  drawing  pins,  and  jiaper  clips.  Cash  will  be  paid  agaiu.st 
documents.    He  states  he  will  furnisli  references  upon  request. 

23355.* — ^A  furniture  manufacturer  in  Switzerland  is  In  tlie  market  for  hard- 
woods of  various  kinds  iind  veneers.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
European  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  in 
French  or  German.     References. 

23356.* — ^A  company  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  sheet  iron  for  stamping 
kitchenwiire,  etc.  I'riws  should  be  qnotetl  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Tlie  <"oin- 
pany  will  furnish  references  upon  request. 
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BBEAD  SITUATION  IN  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Not.  16.] 

Rumoi-s  have  been  current  recently  that  there  would  be  another 
season  of  compulsory  brown  bread  and  no  white  bread  in  Holland,  as 
there  was  for  two  months  last  spring  (from  April  24  to  June  24), 
owing  to  a  scarcity  of  wheat  flour.  Kumors  of  universal  bread  cards 
and  of  restricted  consumption  of  bread  have  also  been  current.  Such 
rumors  are  not  unreasonable,  as  they  arise  from  the  small  margin  of 
wheat  and  iour  in  this  country  and  the  possibility,  if  not  proba- 
bility, of  that  margin  being  completely  exhausted  by  the  delay  or  loss 
of  wneat-laden  steamers. 

The  uncertain  situation  has  at  any  rate  increased  the  price  of 
breadstiiffs.  To  meet  this  a  small  advance  in  the  price  of  a  loaf  of 
bread  is  now  authorized  by  the  city  government  of  Amsterdam, 
which  is  prescribing  maximum  prices  for  many  food  articles.  The 
price  of  white  bread  may  now  be  the  equivalent  of  6  and  7  American 
cents  a  pound  for  water  and  milk  bread,  respectively,  delivered  at 
one's  house.  The  price  of  "Government  bread"  (brown,  whole- 
wheat flour)  remains  unchanged  at  2^  American  cents  per  pound,  if 
a  bread  canl  furnished  by  the  Amsterdam  municipality  is  produced, 
otherwise  a  higher  price  may  be  charged  for  this  bread.  The  object 
of  this  brown-breacf  card  is  to  guarantee  a  known  fixed  price  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poorer  classes.  No  cards  are  provided  for  the  white 
bread. 

COLOMBIA  ADOPTS  MEASTJBES  TO  ENCOUBAGE  SAVING. 

The  Colombian  Congress  has  adopted  a  measui*e  providing  for  the 
appointment,  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  of  a  commission 
to  mvestigate  methods  for  promoting  saving  throughout  the  country. 
This  commission  will  work  out  a  general  plan  of  organization  of 
public  and  school  savings  banks,  retirement  fimds,  and  societies  for 
mutual  aid  and  cooperative  buying.  In  conjunction  with  the  min- 
ister the  commission  will  draw  up  a  bill  covering  its  recommenda- 
tions, for  consideration  by  the  Congress  in  its  regular  session  in  1917, 

;0829'-U  1153 
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BEAZILIAH  WOOL  EXFOSTS. 

(ConsDl  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottschalk,  nio  de  Janeiro,  Not.  10.] 

Although  the  greater  part  of  Brazil  is  somewhat  tropically  situated 
ever  to  become  a  producer  of  wool,  wool  is  grown  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  Republic,  notably  in  the  State  of  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  where  the 
climate  is  more  suitable..  The  port  of  Rio  Grande  in  that  State  ia 
to-day  the  chief  outlet  for  Brazilian  wool. 

Until  the  commencement  of  the  European  war  the  bulk  of  the  sMp- 
ments  went  to  Belgium.  During  1915  exports  (which  were  less  than 
half  those  of  previous  years)  were  divided  about  equally^  among 
Ai'gentina.  Uruguay,  and  the  United  States,  as  the  following  table 
shows: 


Forte  and  countries. 

1»U 

1012 

1913 

1914 

19U 

rOBTS  or  OBIOIN. 

BalUa 

Poandt. 
4,800 

Pounds. 

Pmmi*. 
388 

Pniiub. 

PimndM. 

154 
93,374 
32,900 

2,005 
100,615 
198,065 

ItaquI „ 

Pelotas 

120,706 

153,486 
214, Sl» 

U5,S33 

425,037 

Pemambuco ...•••.... 

230 

44,002 

343 

130,503 

S,1U 

1,832,213 

4,830 

886 

3,042 

4S,»88 

3,770,170 

Port*  Ml1Tt•"^o 

1,337 

97,290 

11,023 

2,173,077 

881 

1,385 

ftiode  Janairo 

1,500 
2,286,860 

34.9B 

OUlOOB 

Santas 

l.««» 

SaoBofja. 

14,180 

8.  Vlet«rtedoPafanar 

14, 5» 

33,455 

TTvtijRnflnranfl 

SMW 

■ 

oommrEn  or  DssmunoK. 

S.4» 

%3 

Aremtin*.  , , ..,.,,.,..,., 

30,'37a 

1,880,303 

«  137 

81,080 

230 

B^tlghini ......,.,.,,,.  . 

3,430,  no 

42,973 
441,223 

^106,880 
11  OlS 
34,81( 

83.004 

FraoM 

QarfnanT 

itSy!r„::::"::::":::..:::::::::::::::: 

..OK 

Norway..... ••..•..•••••••..•..... .•••.... 

Portngal 

1,870 

3s!2:3 

United  Kingdom 

3,271 
133,108 

S9,S3S 
228,730 

ii8,'598 
578)483 

92,374 
83,235 

iTnifiiay 

7^,89 

Total  quantitT 

2,147,970 
t3U,3S0 

4,198,630 
»71,278 

^^;SS 

2.448,193 
•251,544 

997,630 

Total  value.... 

»«S,OK 

For  some  reason  there  seems  to  be  a  revival  of  interest  am(Hig 
American  merchants  on  the  subject  of  Brazilian  wool.  Two  Ameri- 
can concerns  have  sent  representatives  here  to  look  over  the  field. 

The  Brazil  Land  &  Cattle  Development  Co.  is  said  to  have  had 
very  remarkable  success  in  raising  sheep  of  the  Romney  March  breed 
near  Morongaba,  State  of  Parana.  In  the  interior  of  the  State  of 
Minas  Geraes  a  colony  of  Uruguayans  has  been  having  like  success 
with  sheep  of  the  same  type  but  is  apparently  not  yet  exporting 
wool  in  appreciable  quantity. 

TOBACCO  CTTLTI7ATI0N  117  6EBMANT. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Brcslau,  Nor.  17.] 

According  to  a  publication  of  the  German  Imperial  Statistical 
Bureau,  the  number  of  tobacco  growers  in  Germany  in  1916  was 
85,066,  against  60,897  in  1914  and  86,953  in  1913.  There  were 
31,396  acres  of  tobacco  plantations  in  1916,  against  22,277  acres  in 
1915  and  25,587  acres  in  1914,  thus  showing  a  large  increase  in  the 
area  under  this  product. 
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WOODEN  SHIP  BUUDma  IN  TTiriTED  STATES. 

Wooden  merchant  vessels  of  500  gross  tons  or  over  building  or  un- 
der contract  to  be  built  in  private  shipyards  of  the  United  States  on 
December  1,  1910,  number  110,  of  150,615  gross  tons.  Letters  re- 
questing information  on  the  subject  were  sent  by  the  Bureau  of  Navi- 
fation.  Department  of  (^ommerce,  on  Noveniber  -ja,  IftlO,  to  145 
uilders  of  wooden  vessels  of  the  minimum  tonnage  named.  Most 
of  the  principal  builders  have  replied,  but  the  summary  below  is  not 
to  be  accepted  as  complete.  Later  returns  will  be  included  in  a  state- 
ment to  be  issued  in  January  covering  tlie  situation  at  the  beginning 
of  1917. 
Hnmber  and  Tonnage  Building,  by  Districts. 

The  geographical  distribution  of  tonnage  under  construction 
shown  by  the  following  table : 


IS 


Total  construction. 

SaU  and  unrigged. 

rower. 

Geographical  division. 

No. 

Gross  tons. 

No. 

Gross  tons. 

Ko. 

Gross  tons. 

New  Enxland 

IC 
33 
34 

36 

7 

17,073 
23,M2 
40,«50 
oM.lSO 
12,200 

W 
22 
8 

1 
2 

17,073 
22,542 

ICidfUe  Atlantic  coast 

1 

1,000 

SouUi  Atlantic  and  Oulf  coast 

<4,725j         20 

(»)                   3» 

2,400}           5 

3S,925 

Ptixet  Sound  and  Columbia  River. 

63,160 

CaQfomia  coast 

9,700 

Total 

110 

alM,815 

49 

•  46,  »I0    j          Ii7 

100,773 

•  Toonage  incomplete.  .  ^  Tonnage  not  stated. 

Vessels  Under  Constmotion  or  Contracted  for  at  Yarlons  Yards. 

The  following  tables  give  the  details  i-egarding  the  vessels  under 
construction  in  the  various  yards.  The  letters  "  C  "  and  "  F,"  repre- 
senting coasting  and  foreign  trade,  respectively,  have  been  inserted 
in  the  column  headed  "  Trade  "  when  the  bureau's  information  covers 
that  point,  as  well  as  the  particular  cargo  for  which  the  several 
vessels  are  intended. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 


Name  or1>uilder's 
number. 


Atlantic  Coast  Co., 
Thomaston,  He.: 

No.l 

No.  2 

Bowker  Shipyard, 
Pblppsburg,  He.: 

Francis    Cobb   Co., 
Rockland,  Me.: 
NobloMaxweU.. 
Frank  A.  Morey. 

No.  68 

No.  09 

O.  O.  Deering  Co., 
Bath,  Ue.: 

No.  27 

Capt.  Goo.  A.  GU. 
Christ,  Tbomaaton, 
Me.: 

Hartford  '&'''ifm' 
York  Transporta- 
tion, Co.,  Hartford, 
Conn.: 
H.  &  N.  Y.  T. 
Co.  No.  39. 


Gnus 
ton- 


i,mo 

1,600 


uo 


C78 

470 

470 

1,400 


1,400 


1,200 


S51 


Dewrlptloo. 


4-m.  sch. 
do... 


3-m.  eeb. 


Lighter. . 
3-ni.  sch. 
4-m.  scb. 
..do 


4-m.  sch. 


4  m.  scb. 


Unrigged. 


Owner. 


Builder's  account. 
....do 


W.  8.  Roberts. 


Boston  Equipment  &  Dock  Co. , 

Rogers  &  Webb 

A.P.  Vane 

Crowell  &  Thorlow 


Builder's  accoimt. 


Frank  B.  i  Fted  UcQuesten. 


Builder's  aoconnt. 


Trade. 


Probable  date 
of  launch. 


General. 
..do.... 


Feb.  — ,1»1T 


Jan.    —,1917 


r.  Sand.,  Launched. 

C Feb.  — ,1917 

...do Apr.  —,1917 

do I  June  —,1917 


.do. 


Lumber. 


C.cod.. 


Mar. 


,19i; 


Vo. 


May-    loa 
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Nanii!  or  builder's 
number. 

Gross 
ton- 
nage. 

Description. 

OWIMT. 

Ttada. 

Probable  data 
of  iamicli. 

Kelly  -  Spear       Co. 
Bath,  Me. 
Northern  No.  7.. 
Uanor      

1,602 
l,a02 

700 

1,200 
1,200 

950 

3  m.  sch.  bge. 
do 

2m.  sch 

4m.blcn.... 
.    do 

Northern  Transportation  Co .  ... 
Pain  Gas  Coal  Co 

Atlantic  Maritime  Co 

C.caa.. 
...do.... 

0 

F 

F 

Jan.  —  m? 
Apr.—  IM7 

L.  L.  Snow  &  Co., 
Rockland,  Me.: 
No  31 

Dol 

Richard    T.    Green 
Co.,  Chelsea,  tCass. 

Federal  Transportation  Co 

.  ...do 

Ian.     l,t»7 

June    l,  1917 

Townsend    Marine 
Railway    It   Con- 
struction        Co., 
Boothbay  Harbor, 
Me.: 

4  m.  sch 

Aug.-  1917 

MIDDLE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 


Amerioan  Car  & 
Foundry  Co.,  Wil- 
mington, Del.: 

Charles  L.  Rohda  & 
Sons  Co.,  Balti- 
more, Md.: 

No.isa 

No.  170 

Coastwise  Shipbuild- 
ing Co.,  BaltimoTO, 

Bolmont 

Glooside 

Pennington 

Fottstown 

Tioga 

Trenton 

No.7.> 

No.  8 

No.9 

No.  10 

M.  MltcheU  Davis 
&  Son,  Solomons, 
Md.: 

Sharptown    iiuine 
Railway          Co., 
Sharptown,  Md.: 
No.n 

Southam  Transpor- 
tation Co.,  Chets- 
peakeClty.Md.; 

B.  lames  Ttiil  ,'Pocth-' 
mokaCity,Md.: 
No.  43 


1,371 

i,jn 

1,000 
1,000 
8S0 
850 
850 
300 
1,100 


too 


960 
960 
960 
960 
960 
960 
740 
740 
740 
740 


1,250 
1,000 
1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
1,250 
1,250 
1,250 
I,2S0 


6G0 

too 


...do... 
do. 


Car  float. 
....do... 
....do... 

Scow 

Car  float. 


".To 


3m.  sch.  bge. 

do.... 

do.... 

do 

do 

....do.... 

2  m.  sch.  bge. 

....do.... 

do.... 

..do.... 


\JnrIgged. 
St.s.„.... 
Unrigged.. 


do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


4m.soh. 


Barge... 
4m.  sch. 


P.Doo^MrtyCo 

do 

Southern  Transportation  Co. 
do. 


Pennsytraala  R.  R.  Co. 

do 

....do 

A.  UaoKenxie. 

B.  &0.  R.  R.Oo 


Eastern  Transpatatioo  Co. . 
do 


Reading  Co.. 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 


Northern  Transportation  Co. . 
Baltimore  &  CaroUnaS.  S.  Co. 
Northern  Transportation  Co. . 


....do................. 

....do. 

— .do................. 

....do 


Whits  Shipping  Co.. 


Builder's  aooomit.. 
Chas.  M.  StrUTsn.. 


C... 
C... 

c... 
c... 
c... 
c... 
c... 
c... 
c... 


Ceoal. 
...do.... 
...do 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 

do. 


..do-... 
..do.... 
..do.... 


0 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C. 

O 

c. 


c.,.«« 


c..., 


Jan.   Ia,m7 
Apr.  — ,m7 


Feb.  — ,m: 
Kar.  — ,W7 
Apr.  —,1117 

Do. 
May  —,1917 
Jane  -,1917 

Da 
July  -.1917 
Aug.  -,»I7 
Sept.— ,1917 


Dec  1,19IS 
Apr.  1,1917 
1917 deL 

Do. 

Do. 
1918  dM. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 


JuBS  — ,1U7 

Mar.   1,191' 
Fsh.    I.1H7 
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NameorbuUder's 
number. 

Gross 
ton- 
naje. 

Description. 

0\nier. 

Trade. 

Probable  date 
of  launch. 

Bnmswick    Marine 
Construction  Cor- 
poration,    Bruns- 
wick, Oa.: 
No.  1 

1,400 
1,400 
2,2S0 
2,250 
2,230 

72S 

650 

700 
945 
700 

(SO 

700 
700 
500 
500 

780 

«ao 

1,800 
i;800 

4m.aux.sch. 
do 

R.  Lawrence  Smith 

C 

C 

F 

F 

F 

Feb.     1, 1917 

No.  2    

do 

Do. 

No.3 

do 

do 

Apex  Navigation  Co 

June    1, 1917 

No.  4        

do 

July     1,1917 
Aug.    1. 1917 

No.S 

do 

3m.  scb 

4  m.aux.  scb. 
do....... 

do 

Brunswick  ShiDbuildinf  Co 

Brunswick       Ship- 
building Co., 
Brunswick,  Ga.: 

Clooney     Construc- 
tion &  Towine  Co., 
Westiakc,  La.: 
No.  269 

N.  E.  Turner 

C.  lum- 
ber. 
...do 

Launched. 

No.  271 

do ..    .    . 

Jan.   — ,  1917 

No.  272 

Car  ferry.... 
4m.  scb 

4  m.aux.  scb. 
i  m.  seta.  bge. 
,  ..  do  .   . 

0.  C.  &  8.  F.  R.  R.  Co 

Aiken  Towboat  Co           

C 

C.  lum- 
ber. 

...do 

...do..... 

...do 

...do 

...do 

C.&F.. 

Lumber. 

F 

F 

No.  273 

Do. 

No.  274 

N.E.  Turner 

Hudson  Transportation  Co 

do 

Feb.  —  1917 

N0.27S 

No.27« 

Apr.  —,1917 
Jan.   —,1917 

No.  277 

Sm.sdi 

do...... 

3m.aux.scb. 

3  m.  scb 

5  m.  au-x.  scb. 
do 

4m.  scb 

0  m.  aux.  scb. 
do 

4  m.  au-f.  scb. 

do 

do 

2  m.  aux.  sdh. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

4m.  aux.  scb. 
do     .. 

Adams  &  Eddingston 

do 

No.  279 

Apr.  —,1917 

June    1,1917 
Jan.     1,1917 
Launched. 

HUlyer-Spearing- 
Dnnn  Co.,  JacE- 
soiTiUe,  Fla.: 

Eowland  &  Nelson, 
Beaumont,  Tex.: 
No.  1. 

Orange  Maritime  Corporation 

Not  given 

Henry  l>iaggk>.  Or- 
ange, Tex.: 
City  ot  Orange... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

R.  Lawrence  Smith  &  Normand 
Lind. 

F 

2,400 
2,400 

1,000 

1,000 
1,000 

1,200 
1,200 
750 
1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,200 

2,000 
2,000 

F. 

F 

eavannah  Engineer- 
ing &  Construction 
Co.,  Sarannab.Qa.: 
No.  122 

Mar.  30,1917 

No.  123 

May  30,1917 

No.  127. 

Ccltio  Transportatkm  Co 

EUdell  Sliipliiiilding 
Co.  (Inc.),  SUdell, 

Baltic-1... 

Baltic  8. 8.  Co 

do 

C.  L.  Dimon 

do 

do 

Baltics. S. Co 

F 

F 

C 

C 

C 

F 

F 

F...      . 

Dec.  16,1916 
Do. 

BaItic-2 

Maple 

Jan.   —  1917 

Feb.  —'.1917 

l^aurei 

Mar   —.1917 

BaItle-3 

June  —  1917 

Ballic-4 

do 

Not  given 

July  -.1917 

Wilmington       Iron 
Works,  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C: 
No.7 

No.S 

.00..  '..        ...' 

F  . 

I'UGET  SOUND  AND  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 


Grays  Harbor  Ship- 
building Co. ,  Aber- 
deen, Wash.: 

Santlno 

No.2 

No.S 

No.O 

No.S 

No.9 

Eruse  &  Banks, 
Northbend,  Orcg.: 

Stonwood 

Fort  Angeles 

Florence  Olsen. . 

Horace  X.  Bax- 
ter. 


2,500 
2,500 
2,500 
2,500 
2,500 
2,500 


1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
1,500 

i,too 


5  m.aux.  scb. 

do 

do 

Lumber. 

...do 

...do 

Gaston,  WilUams  &  Wigmore 

do 

Jan.  1,1917 
Mar.  1,1917 
Apr.  15,1917 
Juns    1,1917 

do 

do 

do..... 

For  Norwegian  account 

do 

.      .do 

...do 

...do 

.do  ... 

2  m.aux.  scb. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Byxbee&  Clark  Co 

Lumber. 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do..... 

Launched 

Chas.  Nelson  Co 

Oliver  J.  Olson 

Chas.  H.  Baxter  &  Co 

C.  A.  Smith  Lnmber  Co 

,     Do. 
Jan.     1,1917, 
Early,    1917. 

Do. 
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PUGET  BOUND  AND  COLUMBIA  RIVEB-Ooatlnwd. 


Name  or  builder's 
number. 


Gross 
ton- 
nage. 


Description. 


Owner. 


Trade. 


Probable  data 
of  lauDCfa. 


McAtecr  Shipbuild- 
inc  Co.,  Seattle, 
Wash.: 


HcEachcrn  Ship  Co., 
Astoria,  Greg.: 
City  o(  Astoria.. 


Uarguet 

Mary 

May 

Astri 

No.« 

No.7 

No.  8 

UsUwws  SUpbuild- 
inc  Co.,  Hoqulani, 
^sIl: 

NaW 


No.3» 

Paget  Sound  Bridgo 
ft  Dredginc  Co., 
8nttle,Wub.:« 


Bt.  BelCDS  Shlp- 
buildiiii!  Co.,  St. 
Botaas.  Wadi.: 

S.  I.  AUard 

CItT       of      St. 

HeJcDS. 
Frank  D  Stout.. 

No.40* 

Walikeeiia* 

Bcabon  Shipboild- 
tnt  Co.,  Tacoma, 
Wash.: 
No.l 


No.  2. 
No.  3. 
No.  4. 


Winsfow  Marine  Ry. 
6i  Shipbuild  ing 
Co.,  (Inc.),   Win- 
slow,  Wash.: 
No.  143 


I,fl00 
1,600 

i,eoo 

1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 


1,800 
1,800 

3,<00 

2,(00 
3,«10 
2,<00 


1,830 
1,8<0 

1,000 
1,100 
1,000 


l.SOO 

700 
1,700 

too 


1,250 


Floating  dry 
dock. 


4    ra.    anx. 
schooner. 

do... 

do... 

.....do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 


Not  given. 


A.  O.  Anderson  ft  Co. 


...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
.•..do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 


Oa.  a., 

kn. 
do. 


MH 


W.  R.  QraeeftCo. 
....do 


4   m.   anx. 
schooner. 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Sm.Mixjdi. 
do 

anx.  seta 

&  iD.aux.ieb. 
SOX.  aeh 


S  m.aux.sch. 

3ni.anx.seh, 
Sin.aax.seh. 

St.  8 


PaclBe  MotersUp  Ca,  Nonray . 


.do. 


Alex.  Prebensen,  Ncnray. 
do 


Chas.  R.  McCormick  ftCo. 
do 

Cal.  ft  Oree.  Lamber  Co. .. 

H.  F.  MeCornilA 

Chas.  R.  McCormidEftCo. 


H.  F.  Ostrander. 
.do. 


H.  Cbr.  Hansen,  Norway. 
Ostrander  ft  ItorlaoD 


2  m.aux.sch. 


Coastnise  S.  S.  ft  Bgc.  Co.,  Seattlo. 


C.ftF.. 
...do. 


.do. 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 


Launched. 

Doc  IS.lMt 

Jan.  15,1*17 

Feb.  IS,in7 

Har.  15,1M7 

Apr.  15,  m7 

May  15,1917 
June  15,1*17 


Feb.  — ,»17 
May  — ,1*17 


F.  lum- 
ber. 
..do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 


D«F. 


,1>M 


Lamber. 
..do.... 

..do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 


F.  lam- 
ber. 
do 


...do.... 

C.  bun- 

ber. 


C.cgo.ft 
tow. 


Jan.  —,1*17 
Kb.  —,1*17 
Mar.  -,1«7 


Doe.  —.MB 
Mar.  — ,IK7 

Apr.  — ,1*17 

Not.  — ,1M7 

Dec    9,mt 

Dec.  31,1*M 

Aug.    1,1*17 

Dol 


May  — ,1917 


CALIFORNIA  COAST. 


Beoicia     Shipyards 
Co..  Benicia,  CaL: 
Rose  Uahony  - . . 
Andrew  F.  Ma- 
hony. 
Cbas.  E.  Fulton.  San 
Pedro,  Cal.: 

Banlon  Dry  Dock  ^ 
Bhipbuildtng  Co., 
Oakland,  Cd.: 

Faikelhsd 

W.  F.  Stone,  Oak- 
land, Cal.: 
Kobt.  C.  Sodden. 

Ryder  Hanlly.. 


I,!50 
1,220 


1,300 
1,300 

3,i00 

1,800 
1.800 


4  m.  -cli. 
do.., 


3m.aux.sch. 
do... 


5m.aux.seli. 

3m.aux.sch, 
do 


Andrew  F.  Mabony. 
....do 


J.  U.  HanUyCo 

Sudden  ft  Christtnsen. 


For  Norwegian  account. 


Sudden  ft  Christensen . 
J.  R.  HaaityCo 


F 

F.... 


F.  Inm- 

ber. 
...do..... 


C.  faim- 
F.  lum- 


Mar.    1,1917 
Mar    1,1*17 


Feb.  — ,1917 
Do. 

Ian.     1,1917 

Ian.  —.1*17 
Do. 


•  Sublet  by  Washiiutoo  Shipping  Corporatlco,  Seattto.  Wash. 
»  Sublet  to  Wliaonlna..  AiSoiria,  Ong. 
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BIDDIHO  OH  OOVEBiniEirr  CONTKACTS  IN  SFAIH. 

[Consul  Ely  B.  Palmer,  Madrid,  Not.  20.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
under  date  of  November  17,  1916,  annonnces  the  conditions  under 
■which  the  municipalitj'  of  Madrid  plans  to  acquire  two  motor-driven 
street  sweepers  and  four  motor-driven  watering^  carts,  the  latter  not 
to  exceed  28,000  pesetas  ($5,400)  each,  nor  the  former  -20.000  pesetas 
($3,860). 

Under  the  law  of  February  14,  1907,  as  now  effective  [see  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Mar.  2  and  Nov.  11,  1916],  bids  for  furnishing 
this  street-cleaning  apparatus  may  be  submitted  by  both  Spanish 
and  foreign  firms;  but  among  the  conditions  governing  the  submis- 
sion of  bids  is  one  requiring  that  all  pi-oposals  shall  be  presented 
in  the  Registro  General  del  Ayuntamiento  in  this  city  within  one 
month  after  the  publication  of  these  conditions  in  the  Gaceta.  It 
is  obvious  that  even  with  telegraphic  notification  American  manu- 
facturers desirous  of  submitting  bids  for  furnishing  this  ap- 
paratus would  find  it  impossible  to  submit  such  bids  within  the 
period  specified.  While  in  the  present  instance  the  value  of  the 
apparatus  to  be  purchased  is  not  great,  there  is  no  reason  for  suppos- 
ing that  future  and  more  important  purchases  of  this  character 
will  be  governed  by  conditions  more  favorable  to  the  manufacturer 
in  America.  At  the  present  time  the  municipality  of  Madrid 
has  imder  consideration  a  proposed  loan  of  146,000,000  pesetas 
($28,178,000),  a  portion  of  which,  if  approved,  will  be  expended  for 
fire,  street  cleamng,  and  similar  apparatus,  this  being  but  one  of 
several  important  municipal  and  national  projects  involving  the 
purchase  of  large  quantities  of  apparatus  and  material  that  might 
advantageously  be  imported  from  the  United  States. 

It  seems  important,  therefore,  to  bring  most  seriously  to  the  atten- 
tion of  American  manufacturers  of  automobile  trucks  and  motor- 
driven  street-cleaning  and  fire  apparatus,  and  to  all  other  American 
manufacturers  interested  in  obtaining  a  share  in  the  important  Fed- 
eral and  municipal  government  contracts  that  may  from  time  to  time 
be  open  to  their  bids,  the  advisability  of  establishing  in  Madrid  some 
sort  of  representation  that  will  enable  them  to  overcome  the  time  and 
distance  handicaps,  which,  without  such  representation,  are  practi- 
cally prohibitive. 

CHINA  SEEKS  FACTS  BE6ASDIN0  THE  IIKIN. 

[Jobn  R.  .\rnold.  In  cbargr,  office  of  tbc  commercial  nttacb<',  PektoK,  Oct.  24.] 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  discussion  of  the  likin  question  and  the 
suggestions  that  are  being  made  from  time  to  time  to  modify  or 
abolish  that  form  of  taxation,  interest  attaches  to  the  announcement 
that  the  Chinese  Minister  of  Finance  has  sent  a  circular  telegram  to 
the  various  Provinces,  inquiring  as  to  the  number  of  likin  offices,  the 
annual  income  derived  from  them,  the  average  collections  of  the  past 
three  years,  the  number  under  foreign  management,  the  shortage 
that  would  exist  in  the  provincial  revenues  if  the  likin  were  to  be 
abolished,  and  the  best  way  of  brin^^  about  such  abolition.  An- 
swers to  this  circular  are  requested  within  a  month. 
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.DS0T7OHT  ABD  LOCITBT  SCOVBQE  Hf  AXOEHTIHA. 

[ConsDl  General  VT.  Henry  Boi>crtaon,  Bneaoa  AJns,  Not.  15;  soppIemeoUiie  report  ia 
CoMUEBC-£  Repobts  for  Dec   8,  1910.] 

Official  and  unofficial  reports  indicate  that  the  grain  harvest  for 
the  season  of  1916-17  will  be  the  poorest  that  Argentina  has  had  for 
many  years.  The  rainfall  during  the  12  months  commencing  with 
November,  1915,  has  been  the  smallest  since  1893.  In  the  city  of 
Buenos  Aaires  alone  the  rainfall  during  the  four  months  July  to  Oc- 
tober, 1916,  amounted  to  53  millimeters  (2.087  inches),  whereas  the 
average  rainfall  for  Buenos  Aires  during  the  last  46  years  has  been 
935  millimeters  (36.811  inches)  annuaUy.  Only  in  the  extreme 
western  and  southwestern  parts  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires 
and  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  Province  of  Corrientes  has  the 
rainfall  exceeded  200  millimeters  (7.874  inches)  during  this  four- 
month  period.  In  the  main  grain  belt  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Province  of  Buenos  Aires  not  over  25  millimeters  (0.984  inch)  of 
rain  lias  been  registered,  and  in  the  Provinces  of  Cordoba,  Santa 
Fe,  San  Luis,  and  Mendoza  the  precipitation  has  been  considerably 
below  25  millimeters.  The  wheat  and  oats  sown  in  these  Provinces 
have  been  almost  entirely  lost 

Pasture  lands  throughout  the  entire  country  are  in  a  precarious 
condition,  and  cattle  are  suffering  greatly.  llara;e  numbers  are  re- 
ported to  be  dying  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe  from  insufficient 
pasturage.  The  Argentine  Department  of  Agriculture  has  recently 
obtained  from  the  railroad  companies  a  reduction  in  freights  for 
transporting  cattle  from  sections  most  affected  by  the  drought  to 
places  where  some  pasturage  still  exists. 

IHmhge  by  Xoeatti — C«real  Exports  will  be  Smaller. 

In  addition  to  the  drought  which  has  already  produced  so  modi 
destruction,  swarms  of  locusts  have  made  an  especially  early  appear- 
ance this  year  in  the  northern  part  of  the  grain  belt,  causing  eoa- 
siderable  damage.  Throughout  most  of  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Rios,  and 
Corrientes  Provinces  the  locusts  have  attacked  everything  in  sight 
and  are  swiftly  moving  southward.  The  Argentine  Agricultural 
Department  is  doing  everything  in  its  power  to  combat  this  scourge, 
but  the  plague  has  already  grown  to  such  proportions  that  the  work 
can  be  carried  on  only  with  difficulty.  Recently  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  sought  the  assistance  of  the  different  railways  in  Ar- 
gentina in  cooperating  with  his  department  in  exterminating  these 
pests,  and  the  railways  have  agreed  to  furnish  free  transportation 
to  the  employees  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  to  all  the 
equipment  necessary  in  the  work  of  extermination  as  well  as  other 
aid. 

The  drought  and  the  locust  scourge,  however,  have  already  wrought 
so  much  destruction  that  it  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  wheat 
available  for  export  this  season  will  be  only  1,000,000  tons  instead  of 
the  usual  2,500,000  tons  available  in  normid  years.  Estimate  of  the 
linseed  and  oats  available  for  export  do  not  exceed  200,000  tons  and 
600,000  tons,  respectively,  as  against  an  average  annual  exportati«a 
of  675,000  tons  of  linseed  and  625,000  tons  of  oats  for  the  five  years 
sinee  1910.  It  is  as  yet  tod  early  to  obtain  any  estimate  of  the  avail- 
able supplies  of  maize  for  export  dimng  tiie  seasui  of  Idl^lT, 
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althongh  if  climatic  c<mditions  be  favorable  the  outlook  appears  good 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  much  of  the  land  on  which  the  wheat  is  a 
failure  is  now  being  replowed  and  resown  with  maize,  greatly  in- 
creasing the  acreage  under  this  grain. 

Keeord  Prices  Being  Obtained. 

Prices  for  the  leading  cereals  in  Argentina  have  reached  unheard-of 
figures  on  the  local  grain  exchange.  Wheat  was  quoted  November  10 
at  15.30  pesos  Argentine  paper  per  100  kilos,  equivalent  (at  60  pounds 
to  the  bushel  and  $0.4245  to  the  peso)  to  $1.77  United  States  currency 
prir  bushel,  against  a  normal  price  in  1915  of  11.74  pesos  per  100  kilos, 
or  $1.36  per  bushel.  Linseed  for  January  delivery  is  quoted  at  25.50 
pesos  per  100  kilos  (1.50  pesos  less  for  spot  delivery),  or  $2.95  per 
bushel,  against  10.68  pesos  in  1915,  equivalent  to  $1.23  per  busheli 
Maize,  which  brought  an  average  price  of  4.95  pesos  per  100  kilos,  or 
$0.57  per  bushel,  in  1915,  is  now  being  quoted  at  10  pesos,  or  $1.10  a 
bushel.  Oats  also  have  greatly  increased  in  price.  These  figures  are 
the  highest  ever  quoted  on  the  Buenos  Aires  Cereal  Exchange,  and  it 
is  predicted  that  still  higher  levels  will  be  reached. 


NEW  BBITI8H  CDNTBACT  70B  KEW  ZEALAITO  MEAT. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Nor.  24.] 

Through  the  good  ofiices  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  the  meat 

froducers  of  New  Zealand  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
mperial  British  Government  for  the  entire  exportable  meat  supply 
of  this  Dominion  from  October  20  until  at  least  three  months  after 
the  close  of  the  European  war,  at  an  advance  price  over  that  paid 
last  year.  The  new  prices,  free  on  board  .steamer  at  port  of  ship- 
ment, are  as  follows,  per  pound: 

Cents. 

Wetliera,  first  quaUty,  72  poimds  and  under 10| 

Wethers,  first  quaUty,  over  72  pounds lOi 

Wetliere,  second  quality lOJ 

Ewes,  first  quality,  72  pounds  and  under 9} 

Ewes,  first  qxiality,  over  72  pounds 9i 

EweM,  second  quality 9t 

Lamb,  specially  prime,  42  pounds  and  under 13 

Lamb,  first  quality,  42  pounds  and  under 121 

Lamb,  first  quality,  over  42  pounds j. 12 J 

Lamb,  second  quality 12J 

Beef,  prime  ox 10 

Beef,  second  aud  heifer OJ 

Beef,  boning,  in  qimrters 81 

Beef,  cow,  prime 9i 

Beef,  cow,  second 81 

Beef,  boneless lOJ 

Mutton,  legs 12} 

Mutton,   shoulders 10} 

Mutton,  loins 10| 

It  is  estimated  that  the  increased  price  will  mean  about  $5,000,000 
per  annum  more  for  the  meat  producers  of  New  Zealand,  and  this 
practically  spot  cash. 

A  New  Jersey  rat-exterminator  company,  which  wrote  to  Consul 
Wesley  Frost  some  months  ago  seeking  conned;ions  in  Cork,  Ireland, 
now  iaf<Mrms  him  that  it  has  placed  a  considerable  consignment  with 
a  firm  whose  address  he  supplied. 
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CBEOIT  SmrATION  DT  ASIATIC  BTTSSIA. 

[WcckJy  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Dee.  18.] 

Agi'iculture  is  the  most  important  industry  of  Siberia ;  hence  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  population  is  dependent  largely  upon  the 
harvests,  and  ready  money  is  plentiful  only  during  a  few  months  of 
the  year.  These  factors  naturally  affect  the  mode  of  pajTnent  desired 
by  local  dealers  for  the  foreign  goods  that  they  require. 

German  Credit  Arranpements. 

Euroiwan  manufacturers  have  extended  widely  varying  credits  in 
Siberia,  according  to  the  kind  of  goods  sold  and  other  circnmstjinces. 
German  firms  who  were  the  most  successful  in  competing  for  Siberian 
business  granted  credits  of  three  to  nine  months  against  time  drafts 
or  promissory  notes,  and  on  some  ai'ticles,  such  as  engines  and  all 
Idnds  of  machinery,  payments  by  installment  were  received  over  a 
period  of  two  or  three  j'ears.  In  the  case  of  the  more  responsible 
firms  with  whom  the  manufacturer  or  exporter  had  established  con- 
nections, sales  were  often  made  on  open  credit.  The  del  credore 
business  deveIoi)ed  by  tlie  German  banks  was  an  important  feature 
in  connection  with  the  financing  of  German  trade  with  Siberia.  In 
accordance  with  an  arrangement  made  between  a  local  bank  and  a 
buyer  of  German  goods,  the  discharge  of  the  latters  obligations  was 
guaranteed  to  the  exporter's  bank  in  Germany.  The  larger  houses  in 
Siberia,  as  a  rule,  demand  longer  terms  of  credit  than  are  extended  to 
the  smaller  firms. 

Brltiah  and  American  Kethods. 

British  houses  shipping  general  merchandise  to  Siberia  have  gen- 
erally confined  the  granting  of  long-term  credit  to  reliable  firms  with 
whom  they  have  been  dealing  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  case  of 
machinery  and  similar  lines,  however,  they  were  more  inclined  to 
meet  the  terms  accorded  by  their  competitors.  United  States  mana- 
facturers  have  been  reluctant  to  grant  as  long  terms  of  credit  as  their 
European  competitors,  and,  witn  a  few  local  exceptions,  have  de- 
manded cash  against  documents  American  seaport,  or,  at  the  most, 
draft  attached  to  bill  of  lading.  Consequently,  United  States  prod- 
ucts were  sold  through  German  middlemen,  who  relieved  manufac- 
turers of  the  credit  risks. 

Banking  FaciUtlet. 

The  Busso-Asiatic  Bank,  the  Russian  Bank  for  Foreign  Trade, 
tlie  Siberian  Commercial  Bank,  and  the  Volga-Kama  Bank  maintain 
branches  in  the  principal  centers  of  Siberia  and  undertake  the  collec- 
tion of  drafts  drawn  by  foreign  manufacturers  or  export  mer- 
chants on  responsible  importers.  Time  drafts  duly  accepted  are 
exchanged  for  the  shipping  documents  and  are  deposited  for  col- 
lection. A  guaranty  is  seldom  required;  when  given  it  usually  con- 
sists of  an  additional  promissory  note  with  not  less  than  two  ap- 
proved signatures.  Previous  to  the  war  interest  was  charged  for 
the  time  over  which  the  credit  extended  at  the  rate  of  6  to  8  per  cent 
per  annum.  Approximately  the  same  rate  of  interest  was  also 
charged  by  the  local  banks  on  loans  used  by  importers  for  paymeiris 
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on  goods  in  cases  where  no  credit  was  extended  by  the  manufacturer. 
The  banks  as  a  rule  also  charge  a  commission  of  1  to  2  per  cent 
for  opening  a  credit. 

Information  Regarding  Customer's  Standing. 

The  success  of  German  firms  in  granting  credits  in  Russia  was 
largely  due  to  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  home  banks.  They  were 
also  greatly  helped,  however,  by  the  fact  that  they  frequently  main- 
tained their  own  resident  agents,  who  were,  able  to  investigate  care- 
fully the  credit  standing  of  customers.  In  additi<m,  valuable  facili- 
ties were  afforded  by  the  mercantile  agencies,  such  as  the  well-known 
Schimmelpfeng  organization,  whose  ramifications  in  Bussia  were  ex- 
tensive. Outside  of  these  aids,  it  is  not  always  easy  for  forei^  firms 
to  obtain  information  respecting  the  standing  of  prospective  cus- 
tomers. Banks  as  a  rule  are  able  only  to  supply  particulars  as  to 
the  extent  of  credit  that  they  consider  is  safe  to  grant  to  the  party 
concerned.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the  banks  are  not  always  in  a 
position  to  give  disinterested  estimates.  These  considerations,  how- 
ever, apply  to  only  a  certain  class  of  firms.  It  is  nearly  always  pos- 
sible to  obtain  satisfactory  references  regarding  the  stan<ung  of 
responsible  and  old-established  houses. 

Western  and  Bastem  Siberia. 

Siberia  from  the  trade  point  of  view  may  be  divided  into  two  parts. 
The  remarks  regarding  tne  credit  situation  have  been  based  princi- 
pally on  the  practices  in  western  Siberia,  or  the  territory  between  the 
Ural  Mountains  and  Lake  Baikal.  A  large  share  of  the  trade  of  this 
district  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Moscow  wmdesale  firms  and  the  terms 
of  purchase  are  arranged  at  that  point.  There  are  also  a  number 
of  strong  independent  houses  doing  both  a  wholesale  and  a  retail 
trade,  which  deal  directly  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  as  a 
general  rule  it  ma,y  be  stated  that  so  far  as  the  granting  of  credit  is 
concerned  the  conditions  in  western  Siberia  are  similar  to  those  found 
in  European  Russia.  A  few  observations  are  necessary,  however, 
with  regard  to  the  special  conditions  prevailing  in  eastern  Siberia,  or 
the  territory  between  Lake  Baikal  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  trade 
in  this  district  is  more  in  the  nature  of  a  Far  Eastern  or  specialized 
business,  and  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  firms,  who  buy 
goods  for  the  most  part  on  open  credit.  The  rate  of  interest  charged 
by  the  banks  at  that  point  prior  to  the  war  was  8  to  9J  per  cent  per 
annum.  Following  the  practice  of  the  Far  East,  the  banlcs  have 
large  warehouses  where  goods  may  be  stored  awaiting  the  collection 
of  drafts.  In  other  respects  the  granting  of  credit  is  subject  to  the 
same  considerations  in  eastern  Siberia  as  in  the  territory  west  of 
Lake  Baikal. 

Summary  of  Credit  Situation  in  Siberia. 

The  credit  situation  in  Siberia  may  be  summed  up  by  stating  that 
credit  has  been  one  of  the  most  characteristic  features  of  the  trade 
with  this  market.  The  extent  of  credit  granted  has  been  regarded 
by  importers  as  one  of  the  most  desirable  factors,  and,  the  quality 
being  the  same,  a  preference  has  always  been  ^ven  to  the  manufac- 
turers offering  the  best  terms.    Conflicting  opinions  are  held  as  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1164  COMXEBOB 

what  will  be  the  probable  pootion  on  the  retmn  to  conditioi^  of 
peace.  Vt  present  nearly  all  transactions  are  being  ooodacted  on 
a  r-ash  basis,  and  the  experionce  thus  gained  is  sore  to  haTe  a  satntaiy 
effect  in  the  future.  Moreover,  it  is  thou^it  that  German  firms  will 
not  be  in  a  position  financially  to  set  the  pace,  as  they  hare  done  in 
the  past,  by  offering  practically  unlimited  credits  to  re^XHisible 
firms.  On  the  other  hand,  the  conditions  peculiar  to  the  economic 
position  of  the  Russian  Empire  must  not  be  orerlot^ed.  The  bulk 
of  the  pfipulation  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  there  is  a 
general  liquidation  of  liabilities  only  once  a  year.  The  people, 
being  still  relatively  poor,  are  able  to  dischar^  their  obligaticms 
to  the  retailer  only  after  realizing  on  their  crops.  The  wholesaler 
accordingh"  is  cfimpelletl  to  grant  his  customers  credit  varying  up  to 
12  months.  As  a  rule,  however,  he  endeavors  to  receive  on  delivery 
of  the  goo<ls  a  payment  sufficient  to  cover  his  outlay  for  dnty  and 
inland  freight  charges.  It  is  natural  therefore  that  the  fonign 
manufacturer  should  be  asked  to  help  finance  the  trade  and  that  the 
credit  factor  should  be  looked  upon  as  such  an  important  consider- 
ation, frequently  overbalancing  that  of  price  and  quality.  These 
points  are  especially  applicable  to  a  new  and  developing  terriUMry 
such  as  Siberia,  where  capital  is  relatively  scarce.  It  is  therefore 
considered  desirable  that  manufacturers  should  extend  such  terms  of 
credit  as  will  enable  the  importers  to  receive  the  merchandise  and 
allow  for  the  turnover  of  a  portion  before  payment  is  made.  A  term 
of  six  months  on  at  least  75  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the  goods  has 
been  suggested  as  a  reasonable  standard  for  foreign  manufacttirers 
to  adopt  in  granting  credit  to  responsible  Siberian  customers,  vary- 
ing according  to  the  nature  of  the  goods  and  the  customer  concerned. 


LACK  OF  KATEEIALS  CLOSES  TBEBIZOBS  UQVOS  FLABT. 

[Consul  W.  li.  Jenkins,  Trebixond,  TorkeT,  Not.  11.] 

A  few  years  ago  a  small  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  liquor  was 
established  here,  but  it  was  closed  after  the  outbreak  of  war.  More 
recently  it  was  adapted  to  the  making  of  lemonade,  and  for  a  time 
did  a  good  business.  Bottles  of  one  funt  (0.9028  pound)  are  used. 
Work  again  is  suspended  on  account  of  the  lack  not  only  of  lemons, 
but  also  of  carbonic  acid,  citric  acid,  and  sugar.  The  materials 
required  daily  are  2  to  3  pounds  of  citric  acid,  250  poimds  of  sugar, 
and  40  kilos  (88.185  pounds)  of  carbonic  acid.  A  stock  of  30.000 
bottles  is  needed. 

The  prospect  of  starting  work  again  is  said  to  be  poor,  for  even 
if  some  way  might  be  found  of  importing  the  acids  in  small  quan- 
tities the  lack  of  sugar  is  considered  prohibitive.  The  industry, 
however,  may  be  continued  and  developed  after  the  war. 

[The  name  of  the  owner  of  the  plant  may  be  obtained  firom  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  8309S.]  

Consul  C.  K.  Moser  reports  orders  for  $90,000  worth  of  leather  and 
$130,009  worth  of  dry  goods  as  part  of  the  busine^  obtained  in  NOTth 
Manchuria  by  American  exporters  during  the  September  quarter  as 
the  result  of  the  assistance,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  Harbin  consu- 
late. 
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AJCEBICAH  COVSULAB  OFUCEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulat«. 


Name. 


Post. 


Expira- 
tion of 


Address. 


Bratt,  Bomer 

Bucklln,  George  A.... 

IMdiman,  Qui  F 

Dow,  Edirard  A 

Eacar,  Oeorg*  Eugene 
Qamon,  John  A 

Hanson,  George  C 

Jenkins,  Douglas 

Latham,  Cbarta  I/. . . 
Listoe,  Bocen 

Saner,  Emll 

Smjtb,  JaoM  A 

Waddell,  Alexander  \l 


La  Otiain,  Venexnela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

Santos,  Braxll 

St.     Stephen,     Nev 

Bmnswidr. 
Barmen,  Oermany. .. . 
Cdrlnto,  Nicaragua 

Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dmiaee,  Sootland 

Rottardam,    Netber- 
buKb. 

Cologne,  Germany 

CUcutta,  India 

Atluns,  Greece 


Feb.  10 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  I 

Jan.  17 


Jan. 

Dec. 


Jan. 

30 

Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

IS 

..do 

F*h. 

I 

Jan. 

IS 

Dec. 

31 

241S  Seventh  Street,  Meridian,  Hiss. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

13  Penobsoot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Offloe,  Bureau  of  Foreign 

and  DomesUo  Commerce,  £04  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
Department  of  State,  WashingUm,  D.  C. 
48  Savage  Stnot,  CharlestonTs.  C. 
The  Mendota,  Waahtngtoo,  D.  0. 
"blington,"    Walkerferd,    Amherst 

Cmmty,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  WasUngton,  D.  C. 

Do. 
C/o  Westmoreland  Club,  Ulcfamond,  Va. 


CHANGES  nr  SAHITATIOH  DISCITSSBD  AT  SHAHOHAL 

[John  R.  Arnold,  ^ce  of  comaMrctal  attache,  Peking,  China,  Oct.  24.] 

The  Shanghai  press  has  lately  devoted  much  space  to  a  discussion 
of  sanitation  in  that  city.  While  reasonable  effectiveness,  so  far  as 
the  control  of  disease  is  concerned,  has  been  attained,  the  system  has 
not  been  as  modern  or  efficient  as  would  be  expected  from  the  gen- 
erally excellent  municipal  administration.  This  was  due  primarify  to 
the  fact  that  sanitary -waste  products  have  a  commercial  value  in 
China,  and  the  method  of  removal  was  governed  by  the  results  ob- 
tained when  viewed  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  International  Settle- 
ment, which  is  the  municipal  area  including  the  greater  part  of  the 
commercial  district,  and  is  mainlj  controlled  by  the  British  residents, 
has  clung  to  the  old  system,  while  the  French  Concession  has  intro- 
duced septic  vaults  and  other  improvements. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  present  discussion  is  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  the  International  Settlement  places  a  charge  on  the 
cleaning  of  vaults  which  is  claimed  to  be  prohibitive.  If  changes  are 
made,  a  big  demand  for  modern  plumbing  apparatus  will  be  created, 
and  American  manufacturers  should  share  in  the  trade. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEION  ANB  DOHESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DUTSICI  OFHCEB. 

nw  TOBK :  BeoB  40*,  CMloBhoasc. 

B08TOK:  1801  Cnitonheose. 

CnClOO:  £01  Federal  Balldlag. 

ST.  LOBI8:  4M  Third  Ifatloaal  Baidi  Baildlag. 

ATLINTI:  BIl  Pest  OiBce  BalMlair. 

imr  OKLEAKS:  lOSO  Hlbemla  Baak  Balldlag. 

BUI  nURCISCO:  307  CattoaJio»r. 

BE11TLE!  848  Hemrj  BalMlBg. 


COOPXSATni!  OFFKXB. 

CIiXTELAHS:  Chamber  ot  Commeree. 
CracraiUTI:  Chamber  ot  Oamaeree. 
OHCINJIiTI:  C  H.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  0*. 
LOS  ilfdlLKS:  Chamber  of  Comaene. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Chamber  et  Commerce. 
CHATTAXOOOA:  Soath  Aaurieaa  igeat,  Seith- 

era  Kj.  Co. 
POBTLAND,  ORKCI.:  Chamber  of  Oomarite. 
DITTOX:  CIreater  Vaytoa  AoMlaUea. 
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BUBMA'S  WOLFRAM  OlTTFirT  UBDEK  CHAHOED  C0HDITI0H8. 

[Consul  W.  Boderiek  Done;,  BansooB,  Oct.  23.] 

Completed  figures  for  1915  show  that  the  total  prodnction  of  wolf- 
ram from  all  sources  in  Burma  amounted  to  46^93  hondredweigfat-, 
compared  with  43,752  hundredweight  in  1914,  32,091.5  in  1913, 
32,224.5  in  1912,  and  25,357  in  1911  (hundredweight=112  pounds). 
These  figures  do  not  include  production  from  the  southern  Shan 
States,  where  wolfram  is  worked  in  conjunction  with  tin,  and  sepa- 
rate statistics  are  not  i-ecorded.  The  increase  in  output  is  ccmsidered 
satisfactor}',  and  indications  point  to  more  substantial  advances  in 
future. 

Wolfram  occurs  chiefly  in  Lower  Burma,  in  the  mountains  to  the 
east  and  northeast  of  Tavoy,  in  fissure  veins  traverang  the  granite 
and  associated  argillaceous  rocks.  Ground  sluicing  is  the  method  of 
extracting  most  widely  employed,  but  the  hydraulic  system  is  some- 
times used,  and  actual  mining  in  the  veins  is  on  the  increase. 

Said  to  be  Lar^st  Prodaeer  in  World. 

Other  districts  yielding  this  ore  are  Mergui,  Thaton,  and  the  south- 
em  Shan  States,  but  Tavoy  is  by  far  the  most  impc»tant,  and  is  said 
to  have  become  the  largest  producer  of  wolfram  m  the  world. 

Until  very  recently  capitalists  have  been  inclined  to  hold  aloof  from 
the  industry,  but  the  facility  with  which  certain  owners  have  been 
able  to  develop  their  mines  has  attracted  attention,  and  several 
British  firms  of  considerable  financial  standing  now  exercise  opticms 
over  certain  properties. 

Hitherto  tne  greater  portion  of  the  wolfram  ore  produced  in 
Burma  was  taken  up  by  Germany,  but  English  smelters  are  now  in  a 
positicm  to  handle  all  the  ore  coming  forward.  Late  figures  show 
that  from  Januaiy  1  to  October  7,  1916,  there  were  2,702  tons  of 
wolfram  exported,  compared  with  1,844  tons  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1915. 

An  article  in  the  Bangoon  Gazette  contains  interesting  particulars 
concerning  wolfram  mining  in  Burma.    It  states  in  part: 

Wolfram  nnd  tin  are  the  only  minerals  In  Banna  tbat  are  worked  under  two 
distinct  ennctuients — the  Indian  Mines  Act  and  the  Land  Revenue  Regulations. 
Wolfram  mines,  constituted  under  the  Indian  Mines  Act  of  1901,  are  woi^ed 
under  the  scope  of  that  act  and  are  under  the  control  In  regard  to  superrisios, 
inspection,  etc.,  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  in  India.  Those  mines  not  con- 
stituted under  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  Mines  Act  are  worked  In  virtae  of 
licenses  granted  under  the  control  of  local  authorities. 

Protpectln?  Ilcensei  for  ICany  Areas. 

The  occurrence  of  wolfram  in  the  districts  of  Tavoy  and  Mergui  first  cwd- 
nienced  to  attract  attention  7  or  8  years  ago,  and  many  areas  have  since  been 
taken  up  on  prospecting  licenses,  but  development  hitherto  has  been  retarded 
by  the  iuadwjuate  and  imperfect  communications.  Rough  cart  tracks  between 
the  interior  and  the  town  existed,  but  roads  were  not  known.  Only  two  proper- 
ties were  accessible  by  any  road  along  which  wheeled  traffic  other  than  bullock 
carts  could  travel.  Even  in  the  town  of  Tavoy  itself  good  roads  fit  for  carriage 
or  motor  traffic  were  few. 

The  industry  was  also  handicapped  by  lack  of  capital  wblcb  was  essentiaLfor 
the  development  of  the  proi)erties  on  a  scientific  and  commercial  scale.  Tear 
after  year  saw  more  wasteful  methods  employed,  and  as  migbt  have  been  ex- 
pected matters  rapidly  became  worse  until  a  crisis  was  reached  soon  alter 
the  outbreak  of  war. 
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The  local  goremment  later  took  over  the  control  of  tbe  mines  and  appointed 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Tnvoy,  an  ofBeer  with  an  experience  of  more  than 
11  years  In  the  Industry,  as  special  officer  In  charge  of  the  mining  administra- 
tion of  the  Tavoy  district.  It  was  further  decided  that  an  officer  of  the  Geo- 
logical Survey  of  India  should  be  associated  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner  as 
expert  technical  adviser,  to  assist  mine  owners,  many  of  whom  had  no  mining 
engineers  In  their  employ,  with  advice  as  to  the  best  methods  of  developing 
their  properties.  The  local  government  in  addition  took  in  hand  tlie  construc- 
tion of  roads,  and  the  difficulties  hitherto  cxperlence<l  in  regard  to  coinuiunl- 
cations  were  largely  overcome.  The  government  also  undertook  to  Import  a 
considerable  labor  force  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the.«e  local  protlucers,  who 
are  unable  to  import  labor  for  themselves. 

Statistics  of  bdvstry  for  Xecent  Years. 

During  1915  there  were  38  mine."*  uiidor  the  s<i)i>e  of  Ihe  Indian  mines  act 
of  1901,  of  which  one  was  worked  by  mechanical  power,  as  compared  with  42 
mines  in  the  prece<llng  year,  34  m  1913,  28  in  1912,  and  3  In  1911.  During 
the  year  3,187  persons,  of  whom  111  were  adult  females,  were  employed  in 
the  extraction  of  wolfram  in  and  about  the  Tavoy  mines.  Of  this  number 
1,741  persons,  of  whom  one  was  a  woman;  were  employed  under  ground,  the 
remainder  working  above  ground.  The  corresponding  figures  of  the  labor  force 
employed  In  tlie  Tavoy  district  In  1914  were  3,032  persons,  including  122  women 
and  16  children,  of  whom  1,857  persons  were  eraploye<l  under  ground;  and  in 
1913  the  labor  force  numbered  2.36S  iiersoiut,  including  134  women  and  41 
children,  of  whom  1,382  persons  were  employed  under  ground. 

Production  of  this  valualde  ore  from  mines  and  quarries  which  arc  below 
20  feet  deep — that  is  to  sa.v,  from  mines  which  do  not  come  under  the  scope 
of  the  Indian  mines  act — now  extends  to  four  districts,  the  Tavoy  and  Mergul 
districts  being  the  principal  centers  of  production.  Thnton,  where  the  ore  was 
discovered  and  worked  for  tbe  first  time  in  1914,  and  the  southern  Slian  States, 
where  the  ore  is  worked  in  conjunction  with  tin,  are  the  other  centers. 

Trodsction  of  Tin  from  Two  Districts. 

The  production  of  tin  from  the  mines  in  the  Tavoy  and  Mergul  districts 
worked  under  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  mines  act  amounted  to  279  hundred- 
weight during  1915,  as  against  908  hundredweight  iu  1914,  1,733  in  1913,  1,26.'> 
in  1912,  and  283  in  1911.  In  Tavoy  there  were  three  mines  coming  under  the 
acope  of  the  act,  none  of  whicli  were  worke<l  by  mechanical  power,  compared 
with  four  mines,  two  of  which  were  worked  by  mechanical  power.  In  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  protluctlon  in  the  calendar  years  1915,  1914,  and  1913 
amounted  respectively  to  253,  758,  and  1^14  hundredweight.  Tin  was  not 
worke<l  under  the  act  in  Tavoy  during  1911,  but  in  the  following  yfar  one 
mine  was  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  act  and  the  output  amounted  to  30 
hundredweight. 

In  Mergul  tin  was  worked  by  Itself  during  the  year  and  not  in  conjunc- 
tion with  wolfram  as  last  year.  There  was  only  one  mine  coming  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act  and  the  production  therefrom  amounted  to  26  hundred- 
weight. In  101]  the  output  from  the  single  mine  was  280  hundredweight,  in- 
creasing to  1,2;{5  In  the  following  year.  Since  then  the  output  has  steadily 
decrea.sed,  amoinitlng  to  419  In  1913,  and  to  only  140  In  the  following  year. 
It  will  thus  bo  .seen  that  the  production  during  the  year  under  review  has  been 
the  lowest  on  record. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  tin  also  Is  producetl  from  other  mines  In  the  Tavoy 
and  Mergul  dlstrlct-s  which  do  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  Indian  Mines 
Act.  The  production  from  the  tin  mines  of  Mallwun  In  the  Mergul  district  dur- 
ing the  year  ended  Decemljer  31,  1915,  shows  an  oppreclable  Increase,  exceeil- 
Ing  the  output  of  any  year  except  1012,  and  amounting  to  127  tons,  13  hundred- 
weight, 1  quarter,  20  pounds,  as  compared  with  98  tons,  2  hundredweight,  3 
quarters,  13  pounds  in  the  preceiling  year;  116  tons,  l6  hundredweight,  3 
quarters,  20  pounds  in  1013;  137  tons,  16  Imndredweight  in  1912;  and  88 
tons,  4  hundredweight,  1  quarter,  0  pounds  In  1911. 

[An  article  on  mineral  production  in  India  was  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Jan.  25,  1916.  Tungsten  ore  in  Burma  was  dis- 
cussed in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Eeports  for  Sept.  27,  1913.] 
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FOEEIOH  TBADE  0PP0BTU1I1T1E8. 

BcMired  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  B«reaa  and  its  dUtriet  oMecs.  Beqnest 
for  each  opportunity  shoald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  utmi*  opportaaltr  BmaiWr. 
Tbe  Bareaa  does  not  fomlsh  credit  ratings  or  assnme  rr->ponsil>lUt7  as  to  the  standliiK 
of  foreten  inquirers ;  the  nsnal  precautions  should  l>e  tulcen  In  all  aaes.  SymlMls : 
*  Beported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reported  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  }  Direct  inquiries  receircd  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Carbon  paper 2.1363 

Cash  boxes 2.1363 

Cotton  piece  coods 23364 

Drapery  materials 23364 

Hardware 23:160 

Hosiery 23.363 

Kitchen  utensils 2.33G0 

Leather,  imitation 23361 

Uacbinery,   beet-sugar   making 23357 

Overcoats,   men's 23363 

Perfumery 23.366 

Fhotogrnphic  supplies 23358 


Pictures,  colored . 

Pottery 

lihlpbuildlng  materials 

Shirts,  men  s  . 

Slates  

Slate  pencils 

Soap 

Rtationery- 


233W 


2SS59 

23«6» 


233*3 

23363 
233« 


Btiffrning  materials 23MS 

Tooth  powder 23363 

Tubes,  brass  and  copper 233S9 


23357.* — A  company  In  Spain  is  In  tlie  niorket  for  complete  equipment  for  a 
beet-sugar  factory.  Prices  sliould  be  quotetl  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspond- 
ence in  Spanish  or  Frencli.    Reference. 

23358.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  pho- 
tographic dry  plates,  printing  paper,  and  apparatus.  Correspondence  In 
French,    lleferences. 

23359.* — ^A  company  In  Norway  desires  to  purcliase  shipbuilding  materials,  such 
as  plates,  angles,  tees,  boiler  materials,  anchors,  chains,  wire,  also  brass  «iid 
copper  tubes.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Correspond- 
ence in  English.    Reference. 

28860. t — ^A  man  in  Algeria  would  like  to  represent  American  mnnnfacturers  and 
exporters  of  pottery,  hardware,  kitchen  utensils,  etc.  Prices  sltould  be 
quoted  c.  i.  f.  Algerian  port.    Cori-esiiomleuce  in  Frencli. 

23361.* — A  company  In  Cliina  is  in  the  market  for  glazed  Imitation  leatlier, 
suitable  for  seat  cushions  in  Jluiikishns.  A  sample  of  the  quality  of 
goods  desired  may  be  seen  at  tbe  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer 
to  file  No.  82512.)  These  goods  are  at  present  imported  in  12-yarA  pieces, 
55  Inches  in  width,  at  a  cost  of  ai)i>roxiiuately  $12.75  iier  piece.  Prices 
should  tie  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Payment  will  lie  made  by  sight  draft 
against  bill  of  lading.    Correspondence  in  English.    Reference. 

23362.* — A  firm  in  Spain  wishes  to  purcliase  colored  chromos  for  pasting  on 
fancy  boxes.  Samples  of  the  kind  of  pictures  required  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  Its  di.strict  ofHces.  <  Refer  to  file  No.  82600).  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  destination.  Cash  will  be  paid  on  reciept  <d 
merchandise.    Correspondence  iu  Spanish.    References. 

23363.t — An  importing  firm  In  India  would  like  to  communicate  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  esitorters  of  stationery,  hosiery,  carbon  paper,  cash 
lioxes,  men's  overcoats  and  shirts,  slates,  slate  pencils,  soap  and  tooth 
powder.    Samples,  prices,  etc.,  are  desired. 

23364.t^.\  company  in  Cyprus  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  ex|>orters  of  drapery  materials,  and  cotton  prints,  calicos,  flan- 
nelettes, etc. 

23365.* — ^A  wholesale  dealer  in  Switzerland  is  in  the  market  for  stifFening 
materials  for  the  millinery  trade.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Ehiro- 
liean  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Corresiwndeiice  In 
French  or  German.     References. 

233C6.* — A  man  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase,  or  rejiresent  American  manufac- 
turers of,  perfumery.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Spanish  port. 
The  goods  should  be  packed  iu  zinc-lined  wooden  cases.  Corre^Mmdence 
may  be  in  English.    References. 
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BEUOVAL  OF  BBITISH  PBOHIBITION  ON  COTTON  HOSIEBY. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Constil  General,  London,  Dec.  23.] 

A  proclamation  issued  to-day  cancels  altogether  the  import  pro- 
hibition on  cotton  hosiery  and  prohibits  from  December  22  the  im- 
portation of  automatic  machines  for  the  retail  sale  of  any  articles, 
military  rifles  and  carbines,  miniature  and  cadet  rifles  and  carbines, 
revolvers,  and  pistols.     

BESTEICTIONS  ON  GOODS  FOB  NETHEBLANBS- 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  Oeneral,  Tx>ndon,  Dec.  23.] 

A  proclamation  issued  to-day  requires  that  all  articles  exported  to 
Holland  be  consigned  to  the  Dutch  Government,  diplomatic  or  con- 
sular officers,  with  the  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
or  Netherlands  Overseas  Trust,  except  the  following :  Printed  matter, 
i-eturned  empties,  worn  clothing  and  i>ersonal  effects,  live  animals 
not  used  for  food,  sanitary  fixtures,  pottery  and  common  earthen- 
ware, books,  dolls,  toys,  wooden  clock  cases,  slate  and  slate  pencils, 
postage  stamp  and  postcard  albums.  The  proclamation  m  appar- 
ently intended  to  permit  the  free  shipment  of  the  articles  here 
mentioned. 

FBENCH  IMPOET  PBOHIBITION  ON  ALCOHOL. 

K'abloKram  from  .\morI<iin   I'.u.iul  <!encral,   ruvis,  Dec   2.'!.] 

A  decree  of  December  22.  ptiltli.^hed  today,  prohibits  tlic  importa- 
tion into  France  and  Algeria  of  alcohol,  namely,  brandies  and  other 
alcohol  and  liqueurs  of  foreign  origin  or  shipment.  The  jirohibition 
is  not  applicable  to  other  alcohol  imported  for  (Jovernment  account, 
to  shii)nicnts  proved  to  have  been  shipped  direct  to  Fiance  or  Algeria 
before  publication  of  the  decree,  liqueurs  declared  for  warehousing 
before  to-day,  to  other  alcohol  imported  by  manufacturers  of  liqueur 
wines,  of  vinegar,  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products,  varnish  or 
perfumery,  or  by  manufacturers'  syndicates.  It  is  also  hot  appli- 
cable to  alcohol  imported  for  other  purposes  and  subsequently  to  be 
reexported,  these  alcohols  being  subjected  to  duties  and  conditions 
of  former  decrees.  (See  C!ommerce  Eepobts  for  June  30  and  July 
17,  1916.) 
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DAinSH  JOINT-STOCE  COHFAHIES. 

(Vice  Consal  Axel  Permin,  Copenlutsen,  Not.  29.] 

According  to  recently  published  statistics  there  were  in  Denmark 
in  1916,  4,146  joint-stock  companies  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  1,061,- 
000,000  crowns  ($284,348,000).  In  1902  there  were  971  such  com- 
panies, capital  509,000,000  crowns  ($136,412,000) ;  and  in  1914,  3,627 
companies,  with  916,000,000  crowns  ($245,488,000)  of  capital.  The 
total  capital  is  thus  shown  to  have  doubled  in  the  course  of  14  years. 

More  than  half  of  the  total  number  of  companies  are  small,  the 
subscribed  capital  of  some  2,300  stock  companies  being  less  than  25,000 
crowns  ($6,700)  each ;  2,253  of  the  companies,  with  a  total  capital  of 
793,000,000  crowns  ($212,524,000),  are  located  in  Copenhagen.  Of 
thetOtAl  number  of  companies  175  are  banks,  120  steamship  com- 
panies, 1,457  industrial  concerns,  and  1,676  commercial  concerns. 

The  average  dividends  during  the  years  1912, 1914,  and  1916  show 
a  considerable  increase.  For  banks  the  average  for  the  three  years 
named  was  6.53,  7.15,  and  8.65  per  cent,  respectively;  for  insurance 
companies,  10.33, 10.54,  and  14.32  per  cent ;  for  steam^p  companies, 
4.62,  9.22,  and  31.04  per  cent.  Dividends  paid  by  commercial  con- 
cerns rose  from  7.58  to  29.33  per' cent,  and  by  industrial  concerns 
from  8.48  to  11.74  per  cent.  , 

NEW  HISFAirO-AMEItlCAH  SEVIEW. 

tConaul  Ely  E.  Palmer,  Madrid,  Spain,  Not.  17.) 

The  first  number  of  a  new  Spanish  monthly  review  has  just  been 
published  in  Madrid.  This  review  is  entitled  La  Union  Hispano- 
Americana,  and  is  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  Union  Ibero- 
Americana  and  the  Centre  de  Cultura  Hispanoamericana,  organiza- 
tions that  have  for  their  principal  object  tne  prcMnotion  of  friendly 
relations  between  Spain  and  America. 

This  number  carries  numerous  advertisements,  many  of  which 
have  reference  to  American  manufactures.  The  director  hopes  to 
obtain  additional  advertisements  from  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial organizations  and  from  banking  institutions  m  the  United 
States,  tlie  value  of  such  advertising  being  due  to  the  circulation  of 
the  review  in  both  the  Spanish  penmsula  and  Latin  America. 

[A  copy  of  La  I'nion  Hi?<pano-Aiuerioana  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon 
referring  to  file  No.  83001.1 

VAinLLA  CBOP  FBOSFECTS  IN  OTTADELOTTPE. 

[Consul  Henry  T.  Wilcox,  Unsse  Torre,  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies,  Dec.  0.1 

Predictions  of  an  unsatisfactory  harvest  of  vanilla  made  earlier 
in  the  season  and  based  on  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  trees  and 
the  damage  done  by  strong  winds  in  August  seem  to  have  been  cor- 
rect, for  now  that  picking  is  about  to  commence  the  opinion  of  ex- 
I>erienced  dealers  and  planters  is  that  the  coming  crop  will  not  exceed 
70  per  cent  of  that  of  last  year.  According  to  figures  famished  by 
the  customs  authorities  the  vanilla  harvested  during  the  winter  of 
1915-16  amounted  to  63,416  pounds,  57,129  pounds  of  which  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Two  or  three  new  buyers  having  entered  the  field  it  is  probftbie  that 
the  increased  competition  combined  with  the  shortness  of  the  cxod 
will  result  in  prices  very  advantageous  to  the  planter  being  (^erea. 
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OOVEBNUENT  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  at  Washington,  during 
the  week  ended  December  23 : 

Report  on  Cooperation  in  Aiiieriean  Erport  Trade  (Federal  Trade  Commis- 
sion).— I'art  1,  Summary  and  Report:  Deals  with  tlie  character,  hnjwrtanc'e, 
and  general  conditions  of  our  international  trade;  descrlhes  the  diiej  commer- 
cial organizations,  associations,  and  couil)inations  in  foreign  countries;  and 
points  out  the  advantages  to  be  derived  hy  Americnn  exitorters  following  the 
recommendations  outlinetl  by  the  commission.  Part  2,  Kxhibits:  Consists  of 
special  reports  from  Unitetl  States  consuls  giving  valuable  data  on  every 
pliase  of  prevallnig  customs  of  foreign  wjnihinations  and  other  matters  affect- 
ing tlie  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States.    Price,  the  set,  $l.l.j. 

The  l^tory  of  the  Censu»,  1190-1010  (Cen.sus  Bureau )  .—Brief  chrouplqgical 
hsltory  of  the  Census  Bureau  and  its  development  Into  the  greatest  statistical 
office  in  the  world.    Price,  10  cents. 

Constitution  and  ilicrogtructure  of  Porcelain  (Standards  Bureau  Technologic 
Paper  80). — Gives  results  of  tlie  burning  of  commercial  porcelain  and  includes 
references  to  other  literature  on  this  subject.    Price,  2.5  cents. 

Some  Technical  Methods  of  Testing  Miscellaneous  Supplies  (Standards  Bu- 
reau).— Reprinted  from  Chemistry  Bulletin  109,  with  notes  and  corrections. 
The  supplies  mentioned  include  paints  and  paint  materials,  inks,  lubricating 
oils,  soaps,  etc.,  and  the  methods  of  testing  selected  are  thost  wliich  have  been 
found  especially  satisfactory.    Price,  15  cents. 

Commercial  Travelers  in  Latin  America  (Tariff  Series  33). — Deals  princi- 
pally with  the  documents  which  the  commercial  traveler  should  take  with  him, 
customs  treatment  of  his  samples,  duties  levied  on  advertising  matter,  and 
other  information  of  a  miscellaneous  nature.    Price,  10  cents. 

Pulp  and  Paper  and  Other  Products  from  Waste  Resinous  IV'ood*  (Chemistry 
Bureau  Bulletin  159). — Gives  results  of  experimental  work  which  opens  up  a 
promising  line  of  development  In  tlie  making  of  pulp,  ptii)er,  turpentine,  rosiu 
oil.  and  methyl  alcohol.    Price,  5  cents. 

Methods  of  Testing  Natural  Gas  for  Gasoline  Content  (Mines  Bureau  Tech- 
nical Paper  No.  87). — Speclflc-gravlty  and  solubility  tests  of  natural  gas  to 
determine  its  value  for  the  extraction  of  gasoline.    Price,  5  cents. 


AXEBICAS  PTTBCHASES  OF  CASSIA  FBOH  HONOEONG. 

[CoDsnl  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongtiong,  British  China,  Not.  2.] 

Exports  of  cassia  in  various  forms  from  Honkong  to  the  United 
States  continue  on  an  unprecedented  scale.  The  declared  exports 
of  cassia,  broken,  selected,  and  similar  grades  at  this  consulate  gen- 
eral for  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  were  valued  at  $365,520 
gold,  as  compared  with  $67,817  in  the  same  period  of  1915  and 
$91,315  in  1914;  and  exports  of  cassia  oil  were  valued  at  $88,312, 
as  compared  with  $37,550  in  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year  and 
$26,626  in  1914.  Exports  of  the  spice  from  Hongkong  to  the 
United  States  for  the  current  year's  period  were  valued  at  more  than 
the  total  shipments  in  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  trade, 
and  at  more  than  twice  the  total  annual  exports  of  the  spice  to  the 
United  States  in  any  one  of  the  previous  four  years.  Tliere  was  a 
large  increase  in  the  shipments  of  the  spice  to  other  parts  of  the 
world;  exports  to  all  countries,  according  to  the  best  commercial 
information  available,  amounted  to  a  total  of  103,988  cases,  as  com- 
pared with  65,367  cases  in  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year. 

The  apparently  comparatively  low  stocks  in  the  United  States 
and  the  fear  that  freights  and  prices  would  rise  have  led  to  the 
unusual  imports  in  this  line.  Low  stocks  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
have  accounted  for  much  of  the  demand.  Shipments  to  India  have 
b*en  unusually  large. 
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CANNED  AND  BOTTLED  GOODS  IN  HADBAS  FBESXDENCY. 

[From  American  consulate  at  Madias,  India.  Oct.  2T.] 
The  total  imports  of  canned  and  bottled  provisions  into  all  ports  of 
the  Madras  Presidency  were  6,561  hundreoweight  valued  at  $lll,34i5 
in  the  fiscal  year  1913-14,  4,431  hundredweight  valued  at  $79,840  in 
1914r-15,  and  3,281  hundredweight  valued  at  $70,990  in  1915-16 
(hundredweight=112  pounds).  The  falling  off  in  the  past  two  years 
undoubtedly  has  been  due  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  <m.  ac- 
count of  freight  conditions.  The  percentage  of  imports  from  coun- 
tries other  than  the  British  Empire  was  relatively  small,  and  next 
to  the  United  Kingdom  the  imports  from  the  United  States  are 
slightly  in  excess  of  those  from  other  countries. 
,  &"{he  three  years  specified  the  imports  of  canned  and  bottled 
provisions  from  the  United  States  were :  In  1913-14 — Atlantic  coast, 
249  hundredweight  valued  at  $3,981 ;  Pacific  coast,  209  hundredweight 
valued  at  $2,685;  in  1914^-15-— Atlantic  coast,  185  hundredweight 
valued  at  $2,617;  Pacific  coast,  104  hundredweight  valued  at  $1,362; 
in  1916-16 — ^Atlantic  coast,  68  hundredweight  valued  at  $1,195; 
Pacific  coast,  3^6  hundredweight  valued  at  $3,967. 

Imports  of  Jams  and  Jellies  for  Three  Tears. 

The  term  "canned  and  bottled  provisions"  as  used  in  these  sta- 
tistics is  exclusive  of  canned  butter,  condensed  milk,  cheese^  cocoa 
and  chocolate,  farinaceous  and  patent  goods,  jams  and  jellies,  pickles, 
sauces,  and  condiments,  all  of  which  are  separately  listed  in  customs 
statistics.    Imports  of  jams  and  jellies  for  three  years  have  been : 


Jams  and  Jellies. 

Qoantitles. 

Valoes. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-16 

1913-14 

1914-15 

191S-U 

British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Pound!. 

281, 2M 

2,040 

5,576 

577 

1,837 

PotUHb. 

201,218 

2,131 

2,921 

7S2 

18 

Psmtf*. 

243,520 
2,830 
5,581 
1,M7 

130,877 

244 

561 

81 

340 

$23,008 

257 

305 

134 

3 

S31.0S6 

Ceylon 

3X1 

victoria 

SK 

151 

291,234 

207,070 

253,568 

32,103 

23,692 

31,  US 

The  market  wiU  undoubtedly  develop  greatly  as  India  increases 
in  wealth  and  the  purchasing  power  of  the  masses  of  the  people 
grows  greater.  A  leading  European  department  store  handling 
canned  goods  has  branches  throughout  South  India  and  is  a  large 
distributer  of  European  groceries.  There  are  also  several  important 
wholesale  European  commission  agents  handling  groceries  on  a  large 
scale  and  selling  in  turn  to  the  bazaars  through  native  brokers,  m 
addition  a  substantial  number  of  native  commission  firms  imports 
groceries  and  a  certain  amount  of  business  is  carried  on  by  them  with 
native  customers. 


ShipplnK  Lines  and  Tariff  Cbaxgti. 

Merchandise  is  usually  shipped  to  this  country  b^ 
&  Indian  Line,  the  agents  of  which  at  New  York  are  ~ 
Lilly  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange  Building,  or  else  by 
which  Messrs.  Fiinch,  Edye  &  Co.  are  agents.  The 
touch  first  at  Colombo,  Ceylon,  then  at  Madras,  and 
Calcutta,  bringing  cargo  for  all  three  ports.    The 


the  American 
Messrs.  Norton, 

steamships  of 
vessels  usaaify 
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duty  on  all  sorts  of  fruits — fresh,  dried,  salted,  or  preserved — is  li 
per  cent  ad  valorem,  but  in  some  cases  official  valuations  have  been 
fixed,  making  the  duty  in  effect  specific. 

[A  list  cf  dealers  In  canued  aiul  bottled  provisions  in  Madras,  India,  may 
be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Its  district 
or  cooperative  oflices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82703.1 


HOVEKBEB  EXPORTS  OF  BBEADSTXTFFS,  OILS,  COTTOV,  ETC. 

The  usual  monthly  bulletin  showing  exports  of  domestic  bread- 
stuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat,  and  dairy  products,  cotton, 
and  mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  It  shows  exports  as 
follows: 


Items. 


November- 


IMS 


1915 


II  moBths  ending  Norom- 
ber— 


IMS 


lOIS 


EZ70BTS  BT  OBOUPS. 

Brcadstufls dollars. 

Cottonseed  oU {S«5^; 

Cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep do... 

Meat,  ana  dairy  products do... 

(bales... 
pounds, 
dollars. . 

Ml-craloils. {^^- 

Total do... 

ESFOETS  BT  FBINCIPAL  ABTICLE3. 

r,„„  rbnshels. 

Co"» Idollars.. 

/v.<.  /bushels. 

0»'s Idollars.. 

wh-t iss'K 

^•»- {S& 

Beor,canned tt^s. 

B'*'.''"" te: 

Beef,  pickled,  etc. te^'- 

OleooU ja"S: 

Bacon {^^^^ 

Hams  and  shoulders {ffire" 

i-o h^t 

N^'rallard p^^' 

rork,  pickled,  etc l^^- 

Urd  compounds p^^; 

CrndeoU l^}^: 

Illuminating  oil M^- 

Lubricating  oil }^j^- 

OasoUne,  naphtha,  etc {Sffls.: 

Residuum,  fuel  on.  etc {SSBto.: 


43,838,549 

12,674,287 

1,429,146 

89,084 

25,513,770 

73S,889 

380,611,527 

72,012,616 

203,916,625 

14,838,429 


20,357,876 

1,521,965 

37,952 

18,210,669 

524,346 

274,221,749 

31,934,015 

186,817,899 

12, 480,  736 


404,260,496 

171,934,734 

17,496,387 

864,264 

246,6i3,268 

6,267,151 

3,246,620,965 

467,496,965 

2,368,625,917 

184,731,950 


477,423,790 

323,133,623 

22,906,064 

2,033,401 

226,008,668 

7,800,626 

4,071,078,211 

381,909,919 

2,125,048,609 

129,045,463 


160,721,594 


94,677,866 


1,320,522,330 


I,.239,927,195 


2.221,033 
2,322,124 
6,274,282 
3,753,175 

14,268.038 

27,297.222 

1.035.131 

7,977,979 

4,099,847 

906.  l.">4 

14.480,997 
1,711.223 
6,!(80.577 
604, S03 
6,381,311 
1.030,3.S9 

49,118,411 
7,072,229 

23,9.Vi,7fi2 
4,2Sfl,109 

3l.ir>2.090 
4,894,978 
1,142.()33 
194.952 
7,815.072 
1,139,907 
3,814,C43 
559,729 

14,201,845 
393,241 

56.284.812 
3,541,154 

18,517.169 
3,263,804 

22,756,498 
4,929.610 

92.156,301 
2,710,720 


1,483,974 
1,018,755 
7,380,446 
3,208.107 

13,499,048 

15,633.309 
1,254,293 
6,780,550 
6,024,359 
629.004 

16.537,886 

2,143,681 

2,610,3«14 

247,921 

11,698,424 
l,478.2:t5 

45,373,u35 

5.'.':M,r,98 

15,191!, 348 
2.UiO,lK7 

30,497,489 
3,152.257 
5,I44,9<-..1 
536.876 
9,320,905 
1,029.759 
3,658,512 
338,938 

13,405.761 
386,108 

65,483,510 
3.481,141 

18,668,877 
2,7U,051 

26,836,692 
3.896.650 

72,333,069 
2,004,786 


47,075,068 
40,791,799 
93,627,735 
48,341,119 

140,048.700 

199,745.773 
13,083,352 
70,695,412 
50, 592,  Me 
11.200,312 

169.^08,447 
20,872.3.38 
30.406.296 
3.2(i5.940 
ra.313.913 
10.775.453 

513.0!«,922 
74,:ftH.S31 

2.58, 762. 7S7 
40,5KS.27S 

378.212.ii09 
46.929,(138 
25.510.317 
3,367,402 
97,084.324 
11. 70S.  748 
41.960.666 
4,888.505 

156,512.708 
0,403,,%90 

773,427.IM2 
51,175,104 

242.587.921 
39,634.621 

326,155.530 
63.163,880 

860,812,096 
24,364,766 


42,804,039 
34,688,375 
97,779.256 
66,067,728 

192,713,870 

206,595,823 
13.685,110 
85.204.168 
68,961,820 
10,605,634 

234,700.660 
30,216,87.'} 
40.145.002 
4,323.025 
98,879,.>.92 
11,8:».62S 

465.825,80! 
«1,61S.,';41 

242.243,088 
33,721.2a> 

403.964.219 
43.243,865 
31.2J1.!'S2 
3,502.019 
66,474,947 
6,921,920 
67,239,547 
4.929,696 

143,998,894 
3,849.695 

769,980,412 
4.5,867,07.'i 

219,613,268 
29,317,108 

252,009.565 
29,957.823 

739,446,470 
20,053,862 
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'UOHTHOUSE  TENDER  "  CEDAB  "  LAUNCHED. 

The  single-screw,  steel,  steam-propelled  lighthouse  tender  Cedar, 
in  progress  of  construction  for  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service 
at  the  California  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Long  Beach,  Cal.,  was  success- 
fully launched  on  December  27,  1916.  This  vessel,  when  completed, 
will  be  assigned  to  duty  in  Alaska. 

The  hull  is  of  steel  and  has  a  length  of  200  feet  8  inches  over  all, 
a  molded  beam  of  36  feet,  and  a  depth  of  hold  of  18  feet  6  inches.  Its 
displacement  at  13  feet  draft  in  salt  water  is  approximately  1,750 
tons. 

The  construction  is  of  the  inner-bottom  design  for  the  stowage  of 
fresh  water,  with  forward  and  after  trimming  tanks;  the  fuel-oil 
tanks  are  of  structural  design  integral  with  the  hull,  and  the  hold  is 
divided  into  various  compartments  by  steel  transverse  and  longi- 
tudinal oil  and  water  tight  bulkheads. 

The  steam-generating  plant  consists  of  two  Scotch  type  boilers, 
designed  for  a  working  pressure  of  190  pounds  per  square  inch,  using 
oil  for  fuel.  The  1,300-horsepower  propelling  engine  is  of  the  ver- 
tical, inverted,  direct-acting,  open-front,  surface-condensing,  triple- 
expansion  type,  with  cylinders  20  inches,  32J  inches,  and  55  inches  in 
diameter,  having  a  common  stroke  of  39  inches.  The  auxiliary  ma- 
chinery includes  all  the  necessary  pumpSj  a  distilling  and  evaporat- 
ing plant,  etc.  The  electric  plant  consists  of  two  turbine-driven 
generators  of  10-kilowatt  and  15-kilowatt  capacity. 

Hoisting  ArranKement* — Quarters  for  Crew. 

The  vessel  is  fitted  with  a  steam  windlass  and  capstan,  a  hoisting 
engine,  a  mainmast  and  foremast  of  steel,  the  latter  rigged  as  a  der- 
rick, with  boom,  etc.,  having  a  lifting  capacity  of  15  tona 

The  design  provides  ample  space  for  quartering  the  entire  crew, 
as  well  as  additional  spare  rooms  for  the  transportation  of  lighthouse 
keepers,  district  officers,  foremen,  etc. 

fecial  attention  has  been  given  to  the  comfort  of  the  entire  per- 
sonnel with  respect  to  ventilation  and  other  sanitary  conditions 
throughout.  Provision  has  been  made  also  for  a  radio  equipment  of 
ample  capacity  to  meet  all  conditions  of  service  to  which  this  vessel 
will  be  subjected. 

BECOBD  CTTSTOHS  RECEIPTS  FOB  NOBWAT. 

[Consul  General  E.  .laldcman  Deonlson,  Cbristlanla,  Dec.  6.] 

The  Norwegian  customs  receipts  continue  to  establish  new  high 
records  with  each  succeeding  month.  The  official  figures  just  pub- 
lished show  that  for  November  these  amoimted  to  $1,176,252,  as  com- 
pared with  $858,404  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1915.  The  fig- 
ures for  the  Christiania  district  alone  were  $727,000,  an  increase  of 
$343,000.  For  the  12  months  ended  November  30,  1916,  the  total 
receipts  for  all  of  Norway  were  $17,759,020,  as  compared  with 
$15,356,000  for  the  previous  12  months.  Tne  increased  revenues  of 
late  have  been  largely  due  to  greater  imports  by  rail.  Goods  coming 
into  the  country  over  its  railways  have  more  than  doubled  in  value 
due  to  the  fact  that  imports  from  Germany,  which  formerly  came  by 
sea,  are  now  sent  overland  from  that  country. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  rolling  stock,  roadbeds,  rails,  sleepers,  and 
ballast  of  the  38,516  miles  of  railroad  in  Germany  will  be  practi- 
cally renewed.  This  will  furnish  iron  foundries,  manufacturers  of 
railway  material,  and  stone  quarries  with  contracts  for  several  years 
and  provide  thousands  of  skilled  mechanics  and  laborers  with  em- 
ployment. It  is  thoufjht  that  during  such  a  thorough  overhauling 
of  the  railways  the  practicability  of  substituting  electricity  for 
steam  as  a  motive  power  will  be  seriously  considered,  especially  as 
there  are  already  several  electric  railwaj's  on  branch  lines. 

According  to  the  latest  published  statistics,  of  the  38,516  miles 
of  railway  in  1912  in  Germany,  35,608  miles  were  State  railroads 
and  2,908  privately  owned. 

OoTemment  Roads  in  tbe  Various  States. 

The  Government  roads  are  divided  among  the  separate  States  as 
follows:  Prussian-Hessian  State  railways,  23,835  miles;  Bavarian 
State  railways,  4,948;  Saxon  State  railways,  2,041;  Wurttemberg 
State  railways,  1,267;  Baden  State  railways,  1,086;  Mecklenburg 
State  railways,  682 ;  Oldenburg  State  railways,  403 ;  Royal  Prussian 
military  railways,  44;  Imperial  railways  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  1,302. 

It  is  doubtful  if  American  manufacturers  of  railway  materials 
will  be  able  to  benefit  by  this  reconstruction,  as  Germany  has  not  been 
an  importer  of  such  supplies,  but  on  the  contrary  a  large  exporter. 
In  1913  Germany  exported  500,835  tons  of  railroad  and  street-car 
rails  valued  at  $14,440,700;  101,728  tons  of  iron  sleepers  valued  at 
$2,922,500;  32,565  tons  of  railway  joints  and  bedplates  valued  at 
$1,057,250,  and  other  railroad  material  to  the  amount  of  113,778 
tons  and  the  value  of  $7,657,000.  Imports  of  all  articles  of  the  classes 
mentioned  amounted  to  1,573  tons  of  the  value  of  $78,500. 


COTTOir  SHXPHEITTS. 


According  to  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  exports  of  cotton 
during  the  week  ending  December  23,  1916,  at  the  12  principal  cus- 
toms districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

1 
Bales.  . 

Districts. 

Bales. 

8,046 

3,053 

1,35S 

23,781 

Philadelphia 

13,653 
12  080 

M&s3tichiis?tts 

South  Carolina 

Virginia 

3,210 
83.313 
19,113 

Now  York 

168,403 

North  Carolina  ........ 

New  Orleans 

Tlio  exports  of  168,403  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  make 
the  total  since  August  1,  1916,  approximately  3,064,323  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  the  correspondmg  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  121,192  bales  for  the  week,  and  2,247,801  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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OUTPUT  OF  TDT  HIHES  DT  SOUTHEKK  CHIHA. 

[Vice  ConsQi  P.  B.  Josselyn,  Canton,  Oct.  30.1 

The  principal  tin  mines  in  southern  China  are  in  the  Kotchia 
district,  Province  of  Yunnan.  The  annual  output  of  that  section  is 
between  6,000  and  7,000  tons  of  tin,  removed  entirely  by  native  meth- 
ods. The  proportion  of  tin  in  surface  ore  is  from  one-thousandths  to 
four-thousandths.  This  comprises  about  three-tenths  of  the  whole 
Kotchiu  output,  and  because  of  the  poor  grade  it  requires  a  large 
supply  of  water  for  washing.  The  rainy  season  rarely  lasts  more 
than  three  months,  and  for  lack  of  artificial  means  of  conserving  the 
water  supply  surface  ore  can  be.  worked  with  a  profit  only  four  or 
five  months  in  the  year. 

The  native  process  of  washing  this  low-grade  ore  is  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  the  modern  hydraulic  method.  Trenches  are  dug  before  the 
time  for  the  big  rains.  The  average  ditch  is  from  one-third  of  a  mile 
to  a  mile  in  length,  with  sufficient  slope  to  cause  a  gentle  pressure. 
As  a  result  of  the  first  washing  the  ore  represents  5  to  40  per  cent  tin. 
The  shaft  ore  runs  from  2  to  20  per  cent  tin.  Since  this  ore  requires 
much  less  waterj  it  furnishes  a  branch  of  the  industry  which  may  be 
carried  on  for  six  months  in  the  year. 
Plant  Has  Been  in  Operation  for  Five  Tears. 

The  Yunnan  Tin  Trading  Co.  conducts  a  modem  ore-dressing 
plant  and  smelting  works  at  Kotchiu.  The  smelting  works  cast  the 
ingot  in  the  iron  mold,  analyze,  and  sell  according  to  purity,  but  they 
also  conform  to  the  peculiar  Chinese  practice  of  casting  in  sand 
molds.  The  ingot  cast  in  the  sand  mold  is  not  sold  upon  analysis, 
but  the  surface  indications  of  the  ingot  form  the  basis  upon  which 
the  purchase  is  made.  The  works  of  the  Yunnan  Tin  Trading  Co. 
have  been  in  operation  for  about  five  years.  The  plant  employs  about 
100  men,  with  a  graduate  of  an  American  university  as  engmeer-in- 
chief. 

The  bulk  of  the  tin  for  export  from  this  source  is  shipped  at 
Kotchiu,  through  the  port  of  Mengtsz,  to  Hongkong,  whence  it  is 
reexported  to  the  United  States  and  Europe.  There  are  no  exports 
of  tin  direct  from  Canton  to  the  United  States. 

[An  article  on  the  tin  production  of  Yunnan  Province  was  published  in  Ook- 
MERCB  ItEPOBTs  fof  Apr.  20, 1016.  The  mineral  wealth  of  China  was  described  In 
detail  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  7,  1916.] 


ECUADOKIAN  BUDGET  FOE  1917. 

(Vice  Consul  James  II.  Both,  Guayaquil,  Nov.  15.] 

The  budget  of  Ecuador  for  1917,  as  passed  by  Congress,  estimates 
the  total  receipts  at  16,122,450  sucres  ($7,851,633  U.  S.  gold),  with 
total  expenses  of  16,106,873  sucres  ($7,844,047),  leaving  15,577  sucres 
($7,586)  for  whatever  other  expenses  may  arise.  The  items  that  go 
to  make  up  these  totals,  expressed  in  American  currency,  are:  Ife- 
ceipts — Import  duties  and  surcharges,  $2,984,519;  export  duties  and 
surcharges,  $1,665,833;  internal  revenue,  $3,201,281;  total,  $7,851,633. 
Expenditures — Executive  and  Legislative,  $108,528 ;  Mini^ay  of  the 
Interior,  $787,771 ;  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Justice,  $367,171 ; 
Ministry  of  Public  Instruction,  $1,244,613;  Ministry  of  War  and 
Marine,  $1,816,449;  Ministry  of  Finance,  $659,664;  payments  on 
public  debt,  $1,499,148;  sanitation  work,  $782,317;  raikoad  construc- 
tion work,  $578,386;  total,  $7,844,047. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE  BBPOBTS. 


1177 


AUEBICAH  CONSUIAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Nam«. 

Post. 

Kxplra- 

tiODOt 

venue. 

Address. 

La  Guaira,  Vcneaiela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

Santos,  Bra2ll 

Feb.  10 
Jan.    13 
Jan.     1 
Jan.    17 

Jan.     2 
Dec.  31 

Jan.   30 
Jan.    2t 
Jan.    15 
...do 

Feb.     1 
Jan.    15 
Dec.  31 

2418  Seventh  Street,  Meridian,  Mis'!. 

Buckfin  George  A 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D  C, 
Do. 

Dow  Edward  A 

St.     Stephen,     New 

Brunswick. 
Barmen,  Oermnny.... 
Corinto,  Nicaragua 

Swatow,  China 

Do.                                    "' 

Eager,  Goorge  Eugene 

12  Penobscot  Street,  Norwich,  Conn. 
C/o  District  Office,  Bureou  of  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Commerce,  501  Federal 

Building,  Chicago,  111. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
48  Savage  Street,  Charleston,  S.  0. 

Hanson  Georeit  C... 

IfHtlw"*  Charlflsl/..- 

Dundee,  Rcotland 

Botterdam,    Nether- 
lands. 

Cologne,  Clermany 

Calcutta,  India 

Athens,  Greece 

The  Mendota,  VVasbington,  D.  C. 

"Islington,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

Buier,  Knil 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  a 
Do. 

WeddeU,  Alexander  W 

C/o  Westmoreland  aub,  Rldunond,  Va. 

TO  INVESTiaATE  SOUTH  AUEBICAN  COAL  KASEETS. 

Special  Agent  Grosvenor  M.  Jones,  who  has  written  several  im- 
portant reports  on  shipping  problems  for  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  will  undertake  at  once  for  this  Bureau  an 
investigation  of  South  American  markets  for  coal.  The  field  that 
he  is  to  study  is  considered  the  logical  one  for  the  development  of 
the  foreign  coal  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  believed  that 
its  extension  there  will  be  an  important  factor  in  building  an  Ameri- 
can  merchant  marine. 

British  economists  have  stated  that  the  availability  of  Welsh  coal 
for  return  cargoes  has  contributed  to  the  success  of  England's  mer- 
chant shipping.  It  is  hoped  that  similar  return  cargoes  may  be 
provided  m  our  trade  with  South  America. 

Latin  America  is  a  promising  market  for  coal,  because  it  has  very 
limited  supplies  of  its  own.  Chile,  Peru,  and  Bolivia  in  particular 
need  fuel  and  have  an  abundance  of  minerals  to  ship  m  return. 
Nitrates  and  iron,  copper,  and  tin  ore  can  be  brought  to  this  coun- 
try more  cheaply  if  full  cargoes  of  coal  can  be  taken  back  on  the 
return  voyage. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  on  preliminary  work 
and  will  start  for  South  America  about  the  middle  of  January. 

OFHCES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DI8TBICT  OFnCES. 
RKir  TOBK:  Boom  40t,  Coitoabonf. 
B08TO?!:  1801  Costonkeue. 
CHICAGO:  fi«4  Federal  BalUlig. 
ST.  LOUIS:  402  Third  Natleul  Baak  Billdlag. 
ATURTA:  521  Pott  Offlee  BilMlig. 
HSW  OBIiEAMS:  1020  HlfeerBla  Baak  BalMlag. 
SAH  FB1NCI8C0:  SO?  CattMAMie. 
SSiTTLS:  848  aearr  BmlUUg. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 
CLETKLAXD:  Cbaaker  of  Coaaeree. 
aNCIKNATI:  Ckaaber  of  Coauaeree. 
CINCINNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  »j.  Co. 
LOS  ANflELES:  Ckaaber  ot  Ceauierct. 
PHILABBLPHU:  Chamber  of  Comaerce. 
CHATTAMOOOA)  Smitb  iaerleaa  igeat,  Soatk 

•ra  By.  G*. 
POBTLAHB,  0BB4.:  Cbaaber  of  Coaaerc*. 
DilTOX:  Oreater  DarUa  ineclaUoa. 
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HONOEONG-AHEBICAN  TBADE  INCBEASES. 

r  Consul  Goneral  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  Oct.  IS.] 

While  it  is  probable  that  the  total  import  and  export  trade  of 
Hongkong!;  for  the  current  yesr  will  be  the  smallest  in  many  years, 
the  trade  bet\Yeen  the  colony  and  the  United  States  will  con^itnte 
a  record  increase,  at  least  so  far  as  Hongkong  exports  to  the  United 
States  arc  concerned.  The  e.\ports  invoiced  from  Hongkong  for 
the  Ignited  States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  increased  by 
$2,584..559  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915.  The  gains  cov- 
ered a  large  niimberof  articles, but  the  chief  increaseswere  in  rice, tin, 
and  various  special  Chinese  products  that  come  mostly  from  districts 
not  affected  by  recent  troubles  in  South  China. 
Trade  iIMfficnlties. 

As  to  Hongkong  trade  in  general  it  is  remarkable  that  in  view  of 
the  obstacles  existing  during  most  of  the  year  that  trade  has  been 
so  good.  It  was  not  only  affected  by  the  war  but  also  by  disturbances 
and  restricted  credits  in  South  China. 

In  a  general  way  high  exchange  value  of  silver  tended  or  should 
have  tended  to  stimulate  imports,  but  with  the  impossibility  of  dis- 
tributing goods  in  the  interior  and  because  of  a  lack  of  money  to  buy 
goods  at  any  price  the  effect  of  Tiigh  exchange  was  minimized.  On 
the  other  hand  this  same  high  exchange  tended  to  restrict  exports  and 
the  continued  disturbances  prevented  the  usual  production  of  nearly 
all  lines  of  Chinese  produce.  For  example,  for  several  months  it  was 
impossible  to  send  raw  silk  into  Canton  from  producing  ceiiters;  the 
matting  makers  of  Lin-tan  and  vicinity  were  prevented  from  gather- 
ing their  straw  and  continuing  tlieir  work,  and  on  the  other  hand 
shipments  of  staple  goods  like  flour  and  kerosene  were  not  safe  except 
under  the  convoy  of  Government  forces.  For  five  months  out  of  nine 
during  the  year  to  date  all  ordinary  trade  communication  in  most 

Earts  of  South  China  has  been  impossible.    What  trade  has  existed 
as  been  for  countries  or  districts  other  than  in  China. 
Imports  from  the  Vnited  States. 

On  the  whole  the  import  trade  from  the  United  States  suffered  less 
than  appears  in  the  usual  figures.  The  chief  imports  from  the  United 
States  in  normal  times  are  kerosene  and  flour.  There  have  been 
practically  no  imports  of  flour  during  the  past  three  months,  while 
the  high  course  of  prices  in  the  United  States  and  high  freight  rates 
held  the  imports  for  the  first  six  months  down  to  less  than  half  the 
average  and  the  trade  on  the  whole  is  but  a  fraction  of  its  normal 
volume.  Imports  of  kerosene  liave  been  similarly  reduced.  The  im- 
possibility of  distributing  the  product  in  the  interior  has  made  trade 
impossible  for  several  months,  although  the  demand  for  oil  at  en- 
lianced  prices  has  been  strong.  The  reduction  in  imports  has  been 
fully  one-third  and  actual  distribution  has  been  less  in  proportion. 

Imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  have  continued  to  in- 
clude many  lines  of  manufactures  not  received  in  the  South  Chins 
field  from  that  source  previous  to  the  war.  All  lines  of  iron  and 
steel  manufactures,  foodstuffs,  and  miscellaneous  manufactured 
goods  have  been  in  greatly  increased  volume,  and  as  soon  as  normal 
conditions  can  be  established  in  South  China  there  will  be  a  largely 
increased  trade 'from  the  United  States  in  all  such  goods. 

Imports  of  cotton  piece  goods  in  general  have  bmi  below  normal, 
and  distribution  of  goods  imported  has  been  diflScult  if  not  impos- 


DigitizedbyCjQOQlC 


COMMEBCE   BEPOBTS.  1179 

sible  and  stocks  have  been  increasing.  Imports  of  piece  goods  from 
the  United  States,  while  still  not  very  important  in  this  field,  have 
more  than  doubled,  and  there  has  been  a  special  increase  in  all  kinds 
of  clothing  accessories  from  the  United  States — hosiery,  underwear, 
haberdashery,  collars  and  cuffs,  and  similar  goods. 
Increased  Cost  of  Imported  Articles. 

The  high  course  of  prices  for  cotton  in  the  United  States  promises 
to  restrict  imports  oi  cotton  fabrics  of  all  sorts  indefinitely.  The 
cost  of  foreign-made  cotton  goods  at  present  is  getting  close  to  the 

f)oint  where  the  Chinese  can  not  and  will  not  buy.  Because  of  simi- 
ar  conditions  in  the  metal  lines  the  demand  for  all  lines  of  such 
goods  from  up  country  has  been  less  than  anticipated  and  large 
stocks  of  nails,  bars,  sheets,  and  tin  plate  accumulated  dtfrihg  the 
early  part  of  the  year  which  are  now  gradually  disappearing  have 
interfered  with  the  normal  course  of  imports.  Imports  of  glass  and 
glassware  have  fallen  off,  but  the  trade  of  the  United  States  in  such 
goods  has  been  above  normal.  Japan  is  manufacturing  window 
glass  for  tliis  and  all  other  markets  in  the  Far  East  with  increasing 
success.  The  trade  in  leather  manufactures  in  some  lines  has  almost 
disappeared,  but  of  the  goods  imported  the  United  States  is  furnish- 
ing a  constantly  increasing  proportion.  American  shoes  dominate 
the  market  in  imported  lines  and  there  is  every  indication  that  witii 
revivingtrade  there  will  be  a  big  demand  for  all  such  manufac- 
tures. While  the  drug  and  chemical  trade  is  far  below  -normal  in 
volume  the  trade  of  the  United  States  in  such  goods  has  increased. 
There  is  increasing  importation  of  American  toilet  articles  and  sup- 
plies. In  spite  of  depressed  trade  generally  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  automobiles  in  Hongkong,  practically  the  whole 
of  the  gain  being  in  American  cars.  Imports  of  all  sorts  of  ma- 
chinery have  been  below  normal,  but  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  have  been  the  chief  feature  of  the  trade. 

In  short,  in  nearly  all  lines  of  imports  there  has  been  greatly 
reduced  business,  but  the  United  States  continues  to  suffer  less  than 
any  other  trading  country,  except  Japan.  In  a  general  way  the 
trade  of  north  Europe,  especially  of  Norway  and  Denmark,  has  also 
increased  materially,  while  that  between  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  at  war  and  the  Far  East  has  been  carried  on  with  diffi- 
culty, due  largclj'  to  restrictions  on  British  and  continental  exports. 
The  Export  Trade — Tin,  Silk,  Katting,  and  Cassia. 

The  exjjort  trade  reflects  subnormal  production  of  Chinese  mer- 
chandise, low  silver  prices,  due  to  high  exchange  value  of  silver,  higli 
freight  rates,  and  other  causes.  The  figures  on  exports  maintained 
by  the  Hongkong  General  Chamber  of  Commerce  show  decreased 
shipments  in  nearly  every  principal  line  of  trade. 

Shipments  of  tin,  one  of  the  most  important  items  from  South 
China  at  present,  decreased  all  around,  the  exports  to  Great  Britain 
amounting  to  22,373  slabs  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1916,  as 
compared  with  25,920  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915;  to  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  to  only  4,800  slabs  as  compared  with  17,843  in 
the  same  period  of  last  year ;  and  to  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
to  only  13,564  slabs,  compared  with  45,582  in  1915,  making  a  total  or 
40,737  slabs  as  compared  with  89,295  slabs  in  the  first  mne  months 
of  1915.  Shipments  of  waste  silk  to  Great  Britain  decreased  from 
7,490  to  5,961  bales  and  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  from  6,841 
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to  2,475  bales,  increasing  from  962  to  7,760  bales  to  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  Shipments  oi  raw  silk  to  the  United  States  and  Canada 
decreased  from  12,670  bales  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  3,932 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  current  year.  Mats  and  mattmg 
for  Great  Britain  increased  from  36,770  rolls  for  the  1915  period  to 
44,910  for  1916;  to  the  Continent  they  decreased  from  12,951  to 
1,555  rolls;  and  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  decreased  from 
66,889  to  13,832  rolls,  decreasing  in  the  total  trade  from  106,610  to 
60,297  rolls,  directly  reflecting  the  distiu-bances  in  the  matting  dis- 
trict of  Kwangtung  Province.  There  was  a  substantial  increase  in 
shij^ments  of  cassia,  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  amounting  to  36,056 
cases  compared  with  11,000  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915;  to  the 
Continent,  16,733  cases  compared  with  9,410;  and  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  to  51,199  cases  compared  with  44,957  cases,  the 
whole  trade  amounting  to  103,988  cases  as  compared  with  65,367 
shipped  in  the  same  period  last  year. 
Shipments  of  Esiential  Oils,  Human  Hair,  Canes,  Bristles,  and  Preserres. 

There  was  an  increase  in  shipments  of  essential  oils,  particularly  to 
Europe.  The  exports  were:  To  Great  Britain,  2,030  cases  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1916,  and  3,260  cases  for  the  same  period  last 
year ;  to  the  Continent,  4,031  cases  against  1,174 ;  and  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  3,845  cases  against  4,889  last  year;  the  total  ship- 
ments so  far  this  year  being  9,906  cases  as  conipared  with  9,323  cases 
last  year.  Shipments  of  human  hair  to  Great  Britain  increased  from 
1,407  to  1,9^  cases,  and  to  the  Continent  from  956  to  1,484  cases,  and 
decreased  to  the  United  States  from  1,073  to  727  cases,  increasing  for 
the  total  exports  from  3,436  to  4,203  cases.  Shipments  of  canes  to 
Great  Britam  decreased  from  16,066  to  4,986  bundles;  to  the  Conti- 
nent, from  2,682  to  365  bundles;  and  to  the  United  States,  from  966 
to  898  bundles ;  a  decrease  on  the  whole  from  19,660  to  6,249  bundles. 
Shipments  of  bristles  to  Great  Britain  decreased  from  3,994  cases 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  2,043  cases  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1916;  to  the  Continent  they  increased  from  450  to  790  cases; 
and  to  the  United  States  decreased  from  508  to  441  cases;  the  total 
exports  decreasing  from  4,952  to  3,274  cases.  Exports  of  preserves 
to  Great  Britain  decreased  froni  20,397  to  18,105  cases;  to  the  Conti- 
nent they  increased  from  403  to  500  cases;  and  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  showed  a  slight  decrease  from  1,588  to  1,543  cases;  the 
total  exports  decreasing  from  22,388  to  20,148  cases. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  tTnlted  States. 

Tlie  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Hongkong  to  the  United  States 
increased  from  $4,329,731  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  to  $6,864,- 
290  for  the  same  period  in  1916,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the 
Hongkong  consulate  general.  The  American  purchases  of  tin  in- 
creased in  value  from  $901,823  to  $1,230,632,  chemicals  increased  from 
$76,101  to  $108,421,  and  antimony  from  $47,406  to  $97,712.  Rio© 
increased  from  a  value  of  $1,679,408  to  $2,735,771,  and  exports  of 
fruits  and  nuts  almost  doubled.  The  increase  in  cassia  was  especially 
notable.  Exports  of  rattan  furniture  account  for  the  increase  in 
manufactures  of  wood.  In  some  items  the  increased  exports  repre- 
sent a  making  up  of  stocks  of  Chinese  foods  depleted  through  small 
sliipments  last  year,  but  on  the  whole  the  trade  reflects  strong  de- 
mand in  the  United  States  for  nearly  all  lines  of  Chinese  produce. 
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The  declared  exports  for  the  United  States  in  detail  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Articles. 


Jan.- 


Jan.- 
Sept., 
1910. 


Articles. 


Jan.- 
Sept., 
1915. 


lan.- 
S«pt., 
1916. 


Antimonr 

Antiquities 

BresostuOs:  Rioo 

Bristles 

Chsmieals 

Cotton,  and  mAnufacturcs  of. 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Edible  subsUinccs 

Exnioslvcs:  Fireworlcs 

Fish. 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ginger,  preserved 

Hair,  and  manutuctures  ot.n 

Hides 

Leatliers 

Heat  and  dalrr  products 

OU: 

Peanut 

Aniseed 

(^ssln 


t47.40C 
13.  ISO 
1,679. 40S 
24,645 
76,101 
6,539 
39.193 
12,731 
14.941 
89,094 

146,636 
19,345 
30,422 


22,042 
48,265 

C3.579 
149. C34 
37,5;0 


$97,712 

7,625 

2,735,771 

27,174 

108,421 
11,612 
45.474 
25,836 
33,196 

103.039 

232,178 
38,058 
51,096 
64,612 
40.519 
31.867 

.SI.  201 
84,331 
88,312 


Paper,  and  manuCactures  of. 

Se»<ras3  furniture 

Seeds 

Slllc,  and  manufactures  of.. 

Spices:  Cassia 

Spirits,  wines 

Sugar , 

Tea 

Tin 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood: 

Unmnnufacturcd 

Manufactured 

All  otlicr  articles , 


J36.747 
43,8.'i9 
6,3j7 
48,655 
07,817 
76,484 
20,546 
93.090 

901.823 
26,730 

126,837 

66.851 
141.838 
151,513 


$37,217 

33.312 

8,511 

82,760 

365,520 
82,171 
32,449 
93.659 
1,230,632 
64,848 

213,025 

1  273,2n 
121,632 
347,348 


Total.. 


4,329,731 


0,864,290 


Exports  to  the  Philippines  and  Hawaii. 

Exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1916  were  valued  at  $3,613,804,  as  compared  with  $3,974,323  for  the 
same  period  la.st  year.  The  decrease,  however,  is  more  than  made  up 
by  the  smaller  shipments  of  rice,  from  a  value  of  $2,600,340  to 
$1,753,735.  There  was  an  increase  in  shipments  of  meat  and  dairy 
products,  eg^,  fruits  and  nuts,  peanut  oil,  vegetables,  fish,  and  other 
food  products.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  increase  is  that  in  un- 
manufactured silk,  from  $105,864  to  $185,048,  the  increase  marking 
a  revival  of  the  Filipino  native  cloth  trade.  The  exports  invoiced 
for  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  chiefly  for  the  use  of  Chinese  residing 
there,  show  little  change,  being  valued  at  a  little  over  $206,000. 

The  principal  articles,  with  their  value,  invoiced  for  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  and  Hawaii  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


TO  PUIUrPINE  ISL.VND3. 

Animals:  Cattle 

Brsadstoils:  Ric« 

Cement 

Chemicals 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 

of. 

Eartbern  and  china  ware.. 

fgg.-":::::::::::::::: 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Olass  and  glassware 

Hatches 

Heat  and  dairy  products., 
Metals,  and  manufactures 

of. 

Motion  pictures 

Ofl:  Peanut 

Bilk: 

Unmanufactured 

Manubetured 

8trsv,  and  manufactures 

at 

Baea. 

Tea. 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

of. 

All  other  articles 


Total 3,974,323 


Jan.-Sept., 
1915. 


$400 

2,600,3m 

70,  .W8 

36,640 

176,771 
29.986 

228,552 
45,039 
57,119 
9.006 
.•W,075 
86,342 

9,659 
41,996 
34,787 

105,864 
65,374 

10,406 
17.343 
8,702 
7,6:9 
79,199 

29,3.85 
135,251 


Jan.-Sept., 
1916.       I 


Articles. 


$62,422 

1,753,735 

35,395 

32,857 

221.953 
26,919 

2.M,540 
56,881  , 
68,790 
13.801 
56,584 

177,945 

13,64S  ' 

21,372 

45,20ti 

185, 0<8 
34,980 

7,461 
16,413 
9.619 
6,464 

127,614 
24,848 
359,499 


3,613,801 


TO  nAWAU. 

Brcad-JtulTs:  Rice 

Chemicals 

Cotton,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Earthen  and  china  wore. . 

Edible  substances 

Eggs 

E.xplosives;  Fireworks... 

Fiili 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Meat  and  dairy  products. 

Metal 

Oil:  Peanut 

Poper 

Seeds 

Silk. and  manabicturesof. 

Spirits,  wines 

Straw,  and  manufactures 
of 

Sugar 

Too 

Tobacco 

Vege.tal)les 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of 

All  other  articles 


ToUl. 


Jan.-Sept.,  Jan.-Sept., 
1915.  1916. 


3,999 
8,117 


$12,475 

$209 

8,953 

11,390 

l,80t 

2,055 

3,378 
2,790 

3,307 
1,738 

6,171 

6, 3  in 

2,03'* 

2,ej7 

24.555 

25,001 

16,222 

15,270 

12,710 

12,577 

358 

873 

14,865 

9,374 

2,774 

3,670 

2,230 

2,790 

2,604 

11,380 

39,194 

27,147 

3,477 

3,144 

996 

1,658 

14,759 

19,890 

5,060 

4,611 

10,722 

21,262 

3,729 
15,987 


206,257 


206,014 
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PASIS  FIBE  STATISTICS. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Tbackara,  Paris,  France,  Dec.  1.] 

The  prefect  of  police  for  the  Paris  district  has  recently  published 
statistics  showing  the  oi>erations  of  the  Paris  fire  brigade  during 
1915,  from  which  the  following  facts  have  been  extracted: 

The  total  number  of  fires  atended  by  the  brigade  was  1,414.  In 
1,143  cases  the  loss  was  less  than  1,000  francs  ($193),  while  in  the 
other  271  fires  the  total  loss  exceeded  that  sum. 

In  1,209  cases  the  losses  of  furniture  and  other  personal  property 
were  covered  by  insurance,  and  in  1,412  cases  real  property  was 
insured. 

The  total  losses  are  estimated  at  18,236,918  francs  ($3,519,725),  or 
about  $1.25  per  head  of  the  population  of  2,888,100  persons.  In- 
cluded in  this  total  was  one  fire  that  entailed  a  loss  of  14,000,000 
francs  ($2,702,000). 

Of  the  1,414  fires,  1,379  were  being  fought  by  the  brigade  10  minutes 
after  the  alarm  was  given;  16  fires  required  up  to  .15  minutes  for  the 
brigade  to  arrive;  and  the  remaining  19  fires  required  a  longer  period. 

The  total  number  of  calls  of  the  Paris  fire  brigade  was  5,087, 
which  may  be  subdivided  as  follows:  Fires -other  than  cliimney 
fires,  1,414;  chimney  fires,  2,755;  other  services,  343;  false  alarms, 
500;  calls  from  suburban  districts,  75. 

Equipment,  Water  Supply,  and  Badget. 

The  Paris  fire-fighting  apparatus  consists  of  93  vehicles,  all  motor 
driven.  The  first-aid  engine,  of  20  horsepower,  which  in  most  cases 
suffices  witlwut  the  assistance  of  more  powerful  fire  apparatus,  car- 
ries 6  men,  has  a  reservoir  capacity  of  400  liters  (105.66  gallons), 
and  is  eqnipjjed  with  a  centrifugal  pump  driven  by  the  motor  of  the 
vehicle.  It  carries  300  meters  (984  feet)  of  hose.  The  more  power- 
ful vehicles,  used  in  cases  of  large  fires,  are  of  45  to  60  horsepower 
an<l  cairv  15  men,  3  reels  with  GOO  meters  (1,968  feet)  of  large  hose 
and  100  meters  {~r25  feet)  of  i^all  hose,  1  respiratory  apparatus,  1 
air  comin-essor,  1  ventilator,  and  1  set  of  life-saving  apparatus. 
TlioKo  vehicles  are  equipped  with  a  centrifugal  pump  ejectmg  2,000 
liters  (a28.,']4)  gallons  per  minute.  The  ladders  used  by  the  Paris  fire 
brigade  have  a  msiximuni  height  of  20  meters  (65.6  feet). 

The  wnter  snp]>ly  is  derived  from  street  pipes,  of  which  there  are 
row  7,707,  and  when  the  system  is  completed  water  will  be  available 
>,very  100  meters  (.328  feet)  in  the  Paris  streets. 

Tlie  total  expenses  of  the  brigade  amount  to  3,384,121  francs 
^ii()5;5.i;>r)).  toward  which  the  insurance  companies  make  a  volim- 
tiuy  c(  ntiibution  of  200.000  francs  ($38,600),  the  balance  being 
])nrtly  met  by  payments  made  for  different  services  rendered  in 
]ml)lic  and  ju-ivate  establishments,  305,000  francs  ($58,865)  ;  State 
sub^idv,  50,000  francs  ($9,650),  and  subsidy  from  the  Department  of 
the  Seine,  20,000  francs  ($3,860).  This  leaves  2,809,121  francs 
($542,160)  to  be  met  by  the  city  of  Paris.  The  net  cost  of  upkeep 
of  the  brigade  to  the  city,  therefore,  amounts  to  less  than  1  franc 
($0.19)  per  head  of  the  population. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVEBHMEHT  STTFFUES  AND  CONSTBUCHON. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  nnd  spectScatlong  can  nsually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  tlrmg  to  submit  tenders,  they 
shonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling  (or 
futnre  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3919. — Sealed  proposaLs  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  January  2,  1917,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  crane  chain,  rivets,  drills,  tram 
noils,  dies,  chisels,  cutters,  saws,  bed  springs,  water  gauges,  whistles,  lamps, 
grease  cups,  electric  hair  drier,  daubers.  Ignition  cable,  automobile  tires, 
tender  hose,  paints,  graphite,  linseed  oil,  harness  oil,  ammonia,  turpentine 
substitute,  sulphur,  paper,  pencil.?,  paper  towels,  paper  fasteners,  and  tie 
plugs.     (Circular  1107.)  , 

Marine  engine,  No.  3920. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  until  January  30-,  1917,  for  the 
construction  and  delivery  of  a  marine  engine  for  the  motor  dredge  tender 
Mantco.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Repair  of  Ughthouite  tender,  No.  3921. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  Inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  docking  and  repairing  the  light- 
house tender  .A/angrovc.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  above-named  office. 

Riprap  stone.  No.  3922. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Mississippi 
River  Commission,  United  States  Engineer  Office,  Customhouse,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  until  January  15,  1917,  for  about  25,(X)0  tons  of  riprap  stone.  Fur- 
ther Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Flour,  No.  3923. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the  Quarter- 
master, 30$  Gumbel  Building,  Hansas  City,  Mo.,  until  December  28,  1916, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering,  on  or  before  January  12,  1917,  40,180  pounds 
of  flour.  Further  luformatipn  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3924. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  January  11,  1917,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges 
on  dock  at  eitlier  C!olon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port. of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  I'aiiama,  galvanized  steel,  temeplate, 
spring  steel,  drill  rods,  pig  Iron,  pig  lead,  pig  tin,  sheet  brass,  copper  tubing, 
bolts,  rlvet.s,  nails,  taper  pins,  plate  washers,  cable  thimbles,  drills,  bits, 
auger-s,  dies,  chisels,  pipe  cutters,  bolt  cutter.s,  saw  blades,  slecl  clamps, 
foundry  brushes,  riddles,  grindstones,  clocks,  detonators,  pantasote,  mat- 
tre.ss  ticking,  mattress  tufts,  twine,  thermometers,  knife  erasers^,  penholders, 
rubUor  bands,  memorandum  books,  paper,  rock  salt,  silica  sand,  silica  wash, 
pitch,  uiure.sco,  muralito,  liquid  filler,  white  zinc,  copiier  paint,  and  Douglas- 
fir  crossties.     (Circular  1109.) 

Suhsistcncc  supplic.i.  No.  3925. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Office 
of  the  Quartermaster,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  Decem- 
ber 28,  191G,  lor  furnisiiing  and  delivering  on  or  before  January  5,  1917, 
white  and  yellow  corn  meal,  baking  powder,  beans,  prunes,  evaporated 
peache.s,  ten,  pickles,  salt,  cinnamon,  lard  substitute,  oleomargarine,  sirup, 
apples,  bacon,  diocolate  candy,  edam  cheese,  crackers,  ham,  Jam,  lard,  maca- 
roni, raisins,  spinach,  tapioca,  canned  spinach,  nnd  tobacco. 

Sale  of  condemned  ordnance  stores.  No.  3920. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Rock  Island  Arsenal,  Rock  Island,  III.,  until  January  0,  1917,  for  the 
purchase  of  condemned  ordinance  stores  and  waste  products,  said  material 
being  not  adapted  to  any  of  the  manufactures  at  this  arsenal.  Catalogue 
giving  quantities,  etc.,  can  be  had  on  application  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  above-named  arsenal. 

Cypress  lumber.  No.  3927. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  74,JW2  feet  board  meas- 
ure cypress  lumber.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
above-named  office. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFPOBTinnTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  its  district  offlces.     Requect 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  uta,te  opportnult  jt  Bsmber. 

The  Bureau  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assume  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  ofllcers ;  f  Reported  by  commercial  attacMs  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 


Ceramic  articles 23372 

Chemical  products 23373 

Clips.  founUlD  pen ^3300 

Coffee    mills  .„, 23360 

Corsets 23372 

Embroidery 2."i373 

Household  supplies 23369 

I-ace— 23373 

Machinery,   cleaning 23370 

Machinery,  coJfee 23370 

Machinery,   cotton   gin 23.368 

Machinery,   cottonseed  oil 23368 

Machinery,   fiber   decorticating 23.368 

Machinery,  flour 23370 


Machinery,  rice  mljl 23S70 

Mincers 23369 

Pencils 23.3«;i 

Pens,  fountain 2336!) 

Piece    goods 23373 

Razors,  safety 23309 

Rubbers 23367 

Shoe  lasts 23371 

Syringes,  hypodermic 23374 

Tacks,  shoe 23371 

ToUet    articles 23872 

Tools,   agricultural 23373 

Tractors 23373 


23367.* — A  iJierchaut  in  Spain  desires  to  purcbase  and  secure  an  agency  for 
the  sale  of  rubber  overshoes.  Prices  should  be  quotetl  c.  1.  f.  destination. 
Cash  will  be  paid  upon  receipt  of  merchandise.  Correspondence  in  Spanish. 
References. 

23368.* — An  ngriculturnl  orKanlzation  In  Brazil  would  like  to  receive  catalogues 
and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  fiber-decorticating  ma- 
chinery, cottonseed-oil  presses,  and  snuill  cotton  gins.  Further  particulars 
as  to  the  size  and  quality  of  machiiier.v  desired,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  at 
the  Bureou  or  its  District  Offices. 

23369.t — Supplementing  foreign-trade  opportunity  No.  23354,  a  firm  In  France 
wishes  to  represent  American  niniiufacturoi-s  and  exporters  of  fountain 
pens,  fountain-pen  clips,  coffee  mills,  s-'nfety  razors,  mincers,  lead  i)eacU9, 
and  household  supplies.    Cash  will  bo  paid  against  documents. 

23370.* — An  Amerlcon  consul  in  a  French  insular  possession  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  prices  of  rice  mills  and  coffee  hulling  and  polishing  ma- 
chinery, niacltinery  for  the  nmiuifacture  of  flour,  fecula  and  tapiocji  from 
manioc  roots,  and  machinery  for  cleaning,  refining,  and  classifying  flafce 
gruphlle. 

23371.* — A  firm  In  Norway  is  in  the  market  for  shoe  tacks  and  shoe  lasts. . 
A  sample  of  the  tacks  r«H|uiro<l  may  be  seen  tit  the  Buret'      >r  Its  District 
Offices.     (Kofcr  to  file  No.  82.">46.)     Prices  .'ihould  be  quou  l  f.  o.  b.  New 
York.     Cash  will  bo  paid  against  docuiueiits.     Correspondence  in  English. 
Ilefercnct^s. 

23372.* — A  company  In  Swilzorland  Is  dosirotts  of  purchasing  ceramic  articles, 
corsets,  nnd  toilot  articles.  (Quotations  should  I)e  made  c.  1.  f.  European 
jwrt.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  tlocunients.  Correspondence  in  French  or 
Oerman.    lleferenci's. 

2.'5373.t — A  firm  In  France  wlslies  to  purchase,  and  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exiwrters  of.  clieinlcal  products,  tractors,  agricultui'al  tools, 
laces  and  embroideries,  and  cotton  and  silk  materials.  Quotations  should 
be  made  c.  1.  f.  French  port.  Cash  will  be  paUL  Correspondence  in  Eng- 
lish.   Keferencos. 

23374.* — An  Italian  importer  Is  in  the  market  for  1.000  hypodermic  syringes.  A 
pamphlet  in  French,  describing  the  kind  of  syringe  desired,  may  be  seen  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  District  Offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  82486.)  Upon  request 
the  Italian  firm  will  forward  a  sample  of  the  syringe.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  American  port.  Correspondence  In 
Italian,  French,  or  German.    References. 
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UrCBEASED  CTJSTOHS  BEVENUE  AT  CALLAO. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Uandlcy,  Callao-Lima,  Peru,  Dec.  1.] 

The  customs  revenue  at  the  port  of  Callao  for  November,  1916, 
amounted  to  $527,725),  of  which  $331,220  was  derived  from  imports 
and  $196,509  from  exports.  This  large  increase  in  the  revenue  from 
exports  may  be  attributed  principally  to  the  large  exportation  and 
prevailing  high  price  of  copper.  The  exporters  of  copper,  which  are 
principally  American  companies,  are  now  paying  the  Government 
an  export  tax  of  $-13.93  per  ton  on  copper  bars  of  80  to  00  per  cent 
pure.  An  additional  tax  is  also  paid  on  the  silver  and  gold  contained 
in  the  bars  as  shown  by  analysis. 


CHILEAN  INDUSTBIAL  EXPOSITION. 

{Commercial  Attacbfi  V.  L.  Ilavens,  Santiago,  Not.  16,  supplementing  report  published  in 

COMMKBCB   RBPOBTS   for   NoT.   29.] 

Of  all  the  striking  exhibits  of  the  industrial  exposition  recently 
held  at  Santiago  the  display  of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products 
manufactured  in  the  country  is  the  most  remarkable.  The  Diario 
Ilustrado,  Santiago,  for  September  30,  stated  in  part : 

Chile  now  has  100  factories  of  more  or, less  Importfinoe  In  this  brnneh  of 
Industry.  Formerly  we  iniported  nearly  ?2,000,000  word)  of  chpinical  and  plinr- 
innceutlcal  products ;  now  we  import  less  than  half  of  tlii»  amount,  as  the 
country  now  supplies  a  large  share  of  the  local  demands.  Not  only  is  this  the 
case,  but  we  are  also  showing  quite  satisfactory  figurc.s  in  the  export  field.  On 
account  of  the  fact  that  many  of  these  products  are  labeleil  with  North  Ameri- 
can and  European  trade-marks,  people  have  not  realized  how  gi*eat  the  growth 
of  this  Industry  has  been  In  Chile. 

The  Ultimas  Noticias,  of  Santiago,  for  October  3  refers  to  the 
Laboratorio  Chile,  which  "pi-ocluccs  400  different  products,  a  total 
greater  than  that  of  all  the  other  laboratories  combined.  This  insti- 
tution has  been  in  operation  for  over  20  years  and  since  the  opening 
of  the  war  has  experienced  a  great  development.  Recently  installed 
machinery  will  enable  this  laboratory  to  export  its  products  to  other 
countries  in  South  America.  Because  of  the  war  the  laboratories 
have  been  forced  to  buy  their  raw  products  in  the  country,  and  they 
have  found  Chile  well  provided  with  the  necessary  chemical  products. 
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It  seems  inconceivable  that  before  the  war  Chile  was  buying  its 
iodine  products  from  Germany  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Chile  is  the 
greatest  producer  of  this  product." 

The  Mercurio,  of  Santiago,  for  October  4  made  special  reference  to 
the  products  of  Haramboure  y  Hamel,  particularly  referring  to  their 
use  of  the  by-products  of  gas  works. 

The  Army  Exhibit. 

The  same  publication  for  November  3  has  the  following  on  the 
army  exhibit : 

The  General  Staff  of  the  Army,  the  Aviation  School,  and  the  Telegraph  and 
Uailway  Roglraent.s  have  presented  a  distinctive  exhibition  In  a  special  building 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  General  Staff  has  shown  most  completely  the 
methods  followed  In  making  a  topographical  survey  of  the  country,  on  wfaidi 
work  is  being  done  at  present.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  exhibit  is  a  mono- 
plane, Bleriot  type,  constnicte<l  entirely  In  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  the 
motor.  The  propellers,  which  are  made  of  local  wood,  have  given  exc^ent 
results  and  cost  less  than  lialf  of  those  imported. 

The  Railway  and  Telegraph  Regiments  exhibit  collections  of  model  military 
structures,  engines,  military  railroad  cars,  and  also  run  a  mo<1eI,  on  a  quarter 
scale,  of  a  military  railway  which  goes  all  through  the  exposition  grounds. 

Oovenunent  Printing  Office — Kallway  Stock. 

Another  governmental  activity — commercial  printing — is  discussed 
in  the  Mercurio  for  October  31  as  follows: 

One  is  surprised  by  the  very  complete  exhibition  of  ail  classes  of  printing  and 
binding  work  done  in  the  Governnieut  office.  All  the  blanks,  forms,  vouchers, 
penholders,  blotter  holders,  and  rubber-stamp  handles  are  macle  In  this  office,  as 
well  as  the  railway  tickets  used  throughout  the  country.  This  office  was 
founded  in  1897,  employs  100  workmen,  and  is  equipped  with  up-to-date 
machinery. 

The  Diario  Uustrac^o.  Santiago,  for  October  1  says  regarding 
Chilean  railway  rolling  stock : 

The  "  Maestranza  Yungay "  ( Yungay  Railway  SIiop)  is  now  preparing  30 
freight  cars  for  the  railways  made  of  steel  and  Chilean  lumber.  During  the  past 
year  one  hundred  and  sixty  10-ton  steel  freight  cars  have  been  delivered  by  this 
shop.    Locomotives  are  also  repaired. 

Another  railway  shop  exhibits  a  Aulsbed  passenger  car  made  entirely  In  the 
country. 

A  representative  of  an  American  locomotive  works,  in  commenting 
on  the  exhibition,  stated  that  most  of  the  railway  work  was  of  excel- 
lent quality,  but  that  the  element  of  cost  had  apparently  not  been 
taken  into  consideration ;  that  is,  certain  parts  of  the  machinery  were 
finished  in  such  a  way  that  their  cost  was  really  prohibitive.  These 
exhibits  were  probably  especially  prepared  for  the  exposition. 

Bank  Safes  and  Yanlts — Kannfactore  of  Brooms. 

The  Mercurio,  of  Santiago,  for  October  27  refers  as  follows  to  the 
factory  of  Maximo  Bash,  of  Santiago,  the  only  manufacturer  of  safes 
and  deposit  vaults  in  the  country : 

This  factory  is  a  branch  and  employs  the  same  name  as  one  in  London.  There 
are  other  branches  in  Glasgow  and  Buenos  Aires.  The  safes  enjoy  an  exc^Ient 
reputation  in  Chile  and  have  successfully  withstood  fires  and  efforts  to  break 
them  open  with  acids  and  explosives. 

A  small  but  important  industry  of  broom  manufacturing  is  men- 
tioned in  the  same  publication  for  October  27,  as  follows : 

The  manufacture  of  brooms  was  l)egun  In  1850,  due  to  the  efforts  <rf  an  Amer^ 
lean  called  Charles  Lee.    The  industry  has  grown  considerably,  and  at  presoit 
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the  fnctory  can  produce  2,500  dozens  of  brooms  per  month  and  Is  equipped  with 
up-to-date  machinery.  This  factory  supplies  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  lias 
received  several  prizes  In  expositions  for  the  excellence  of  Its  products. 

ConstmctioB  ICaterial. 

The  country  is  rich  in  raw  material,  so  the  construction  material 
branch  of  industry  is  fairly  well  developed.  The  Diario  Ilustrado, 
Santiago,  for  October  3  states : 

There  are  a  great  number  of  establishments  for  the  preparation  of  plaster, 
manufacture  of  cement,  stone  cutting,  marble  cuttins,  etc.  Tiie  recent  demand 
for  piping  for  the  Installation  of  sewerage  systems  in  the  country  has  created 
several  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  cement  pipes.  The  chief  cement  fac- 
tory Is  that  of  El  Melon.  The  product  of  this  factory  enjoys  an  excellent  repu- 
tation and  Is  used  throughout  tlie  country. 

[A  general  catalogue  of  the  exhibits  at  the  Chilean  Industrial  Ex- 
position, with  the  names  and  advertising  literature  of  the  exhibitors, 
and  a  list  of  the  prizes  that  have  been  awarded,  may  be  examined  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  co- 
operative oflBces.    Befer  to  file  No.  2122.] 


BECENT  TESTS  BY  BTTIUBAXr  OF  STAITBABDS. 

Among  the  tests  conducted  recently  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Standards  as  aids  to  the  development  of  industrial  methods  were 
series  relating  to  the  construction  of  concrete  columns  and  the  pro- 
duction of  insulating  material. 

Three  tests  were  made  of  a  special  commercial  insulating  material 
to  determine  its  fire-resisting  properties.  The  material  submitted  by 
the  manufacturers  was  intencfed  for  use  in  a  number  of  instances  to 
replace  wood.  The  test  specimens  were  about- 18  by  18  inches  and  6 
inches  thick.  They  were  placed  in  a  furnace  as  a  panel,  one  of  the 
larger  faces  being  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  furnace  and  the  other 
to  the  atmosphere.  Upon  being  heated  to  950°  in  30  minutes  and 
held  at  that  temperature  for  four  hours  it  was  found  that  the  tem- 
perature at  a  distance  of  1^  inches  from  the  heat-exposed  surface  was 
about  240°  C.  At  a  depth  of  5^  inches  from  the  heat-exposed  sur- 
face 06°  was  the  highest  temperature  recorded. .  One  of  the  blocks 
after  having  been  subjected  to  this  heat  for  the  period  mentioned 
was  quenched  with  water.  The  daq^age  to  the  specimen  that  was 
quenched  was  found  to  be  less  than  to  an  unquenched  specimen.  This 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  blocks  contained  considerable  or- 
ganic matter  which  tended  to  be  disintegrated  by  the  heat  trans- 
mitted very  slowly,  from  the  heated  surface,  even  after  the  flame 
was  removed  from  it. 
First  Columns  of  Kinfl  to  be  Tested  in  This  Country. 

The  scries  of  tests  of  concrete  columns  was  partly  in  the  nature  of 
an  investigation  and  partly  in  the  nature  of  routine  testing.  These 
are  tlie  first  columns  of  their  kind  to  be  tested  in  this  country.  The 
unique  feature  is  a  hollow  cast-iron  core.  This  is  surrounded  by 
concrete,  reinforced  with  both  spiral  and  vertical  reinforcing.  Such 
a  column  may  be  made  very  cheaply.  Not  many  results  have  3et 
been  obtained,  but  the  tests  are  still  in  progress.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  load  which  these  cohnnns  can  sustain  is  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  that  which  can  be  borne  by  the  ordinary  reinforced 
concrete  column  of  an  equivalent  cross  section. 
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SIAH'S  FUBCHASES  OF  JEWELRT  AND  PLATED  WAKE. 

[Vlc«  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok.] 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  in  Siam  of  jewelry  made  from  gold, 
silver,  and  platinum,  and  plated  ware  declined  from  $215,952  in 
the  fiscal  year  1914  to  $72,033  in  1915  and  $66,732  in  1916.  The  most 
apparent  cause  for  the  falling  off  in  these  imports  seems  to  be  the 
cessation  of  the  supplies  from  certain  countries,  namely,  Germany, 
which  contributed  $125,797  worth  in  1914,  $27,505  worth  in  1915, 
and  none  in  1916;  from  Austria-Hungary,  which  furnished  $1,627 
worth  in  1914,  $546  worth  in  1915,  and  none  in  1916;  and  from 
Kussia,  which  supplied  $8,487  worth  in  1914  and  none  in  1915  and 
1916.  The  only  country  that  showed  any  marked  increase  during 
this  period  was  Japan,  whose  sales  of  this  class  of  goods  advanced 
from  $722  worth  in  1914  to  $1,872  in  1915  and  $7,408  in  1916,  while 
the  imports  from  United  States  during  the  respective  years  were 
$95,  $51,  and  $27. 

A  conunercial  traveler  from  the  United  States,  representing  a  New 
York  general  export  firm,  recently  called  at  this  consulate  to  obtain 
the  loan  of  a  catalogue  of  jewelry  and  plated  ware  that  he  was  asked 
to  supplVj  but  unfortunately  American  manufacturers  had  failed  to 
supply  this  office  with  trade  literature  of  this  class. 

Articles  in  Demand — Local  Prodnction. 

The  kind  of  jewelry  at  present  in  demand  consists  ojp  chains,  neck- 
laces, pendants,  belts,  earrings,  finger  rings,  bracelets,  anklets,  hair- 
pins, buttons  for  jackets,  etc.  j 

In  silver  and  plated  ware  there  is  a  demand  for  a  great  variety  of 
articles,  namely,  the  boxes  required  for  the  betel-chewing  set,  boxes 
for  cosmetics,  water  goblets,  wash  basins,  spittoons,  coffee  and  tea 
pots,  trays,  flower  vases,  cigarette  cases,  candelabras,  etc. 

The  local  crafts  in  gold  and  silver  of  the  Siamese  artist  have  almost 
entirely  been  replaced  with  "  response  "  work  of  the  Chinese  silver- 
smith, although  the  Siamese  Government  has  lately  been  endeavoring 
to  revive  the  art  of  producing  "  Niello  "  ware,  for  the  making  oi 
which  the  Siamese.  Malay  city  of  Ligor  became  famous  from  the 
twelfth  century,  the  industry  lasting  until  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  This  ware  is  made  of  silver,  and  the  ground  is  chased 
or  hammered  down  so  as  to  ha.ve  the  pattern  stand  out  in  low  relief, 
and  it  is  then  inlaid  with  a  black  enamel  of  metallic  sulphides,  whidi 
brings  the  ground  up  to  the  level  of  the  ornamentation,  so  that  the 
outer  surface  of  the  article  is  smooth  and  the  design  appears  in  silver 
upon  a  black  ground.  The  Niello  ware  is  of  the  most  exquisite 
workmanship  and  surpasses  all  other  local  ware  made  of  silver  in 
this  country.  In  some  beautiful  specimens  of  this  ware  parts  of  the 
silver  design  have  been  gilded,  producing  artistic  effects  in  gold  and 
silver  and  black  enamel.  Specimens  of  Niello  ware  of  great  beauty 
are  found  in  the  Siamese  Royal  collections. 

The  import  duty  on  all  kinds  of  jewelry  and  plated  ware  is  3  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  and  these  goods  are  handled  by  all  the  leading 
merchants  and  importers  in  Bangkok.  Catalogues  and  other  trade 
literature  covering  these  lines  of  goods  will  be  gladly  received  for 
distribution  and  file  in  the  commercial  reading  room  of  the  consulate. 
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IHCfiEASED  USE  OF  CTTNAO  OS  CHDTESE  OAHBIEB. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Ilongkong,  British  China,  Nor.  8.] 

There  has  been  increased  trade  in  cunao  or  Chinese  gambler  in 
South  China  during  the  past  year  and  the  rolume  of  the  trade  in  the 
product  into  Hongkong  alone  at  present  is  running  well  toward 
30,000  short  tons  annually.  The  product  is  one  of  great  value  and 
merits  the  attention  of  dye  men  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
used  by  the  Chinese  for  many  generations  for  dye  and  preservative 
purposes,  and  since  the  disappearance  of  aniline  dyes  from  this 
market  as  a  result  of  the  war  in  Europe  it  is  coming  into  still  more 
general  use.  The  dye  is  the  product  of  crushing  and  soaking  the 
root  of  a  plant  known  by  the  Chinese  as  "cunao"  and  drawing  off 
and  concentrating  the  liquor  therefrom. 

There  are  two  qualities  of  the  product  coining  into  this  market  for 
Canton  and  other  ports,  one  of  whicli  is  the  product  of  Kwangsi 
and  Yunnan  Provinces,  coming  largely  from  Lungcliow  and  Luk  Po 
in  Kwangsi,  and  from  Mengtse  and  Yunnan-fu  in  Yunnan  Province, 
It  is  obtained  in  large  quantities  and  good  quality  from  the  hills 
bordering  the  Red  River  in  Yunnan  and  Kwangsi  Provinces.  The 
other  quality  is  the  product  of  Indo-China  and  certain  otlier  parts 
of  Yunnan  Province.  Usually  the  Indo-Chinese  product  is  employed 
for  the  first  dyeing  of  a  cloth  or  for  the  coarser  work  in  other  lines, 
while  the  Chinese  product  is  used  for  the  second  or  finishing  dye, 
because  of  the  deep  rich  brown  gloss  it  gives  cloth. 

ITsed  Extensively  for  Dyeing  Silk  and  Cotton — Price. 

The  dye  is  of  a  brown  color,  is  highly  astringent,  works  well  with 
various  mordants,  and  is  used  extensively  by  the  Chinese  for  dying 
both  silk  and  cotton,  a  certain  class  of  silk  dyed  with  it  being  one 
of  the  standard  cloths  of  South  China.  The  coai-ser  quality  is  also 
the  chief  component  part  of  a  mixture  applied  to  fishing  nets,  sails, 
and  similar  fabrics  to  prevent  rot.  The  product  in  general  seems 
to  have  all  the  merits  of  gambler  and  in  general  is  much  cheaper. 

It  is  handled  in  China  and  in  the  export  trade  to  near-by  countries 
as  a  paste,  and  is  said  to  lose  its  finer  qualities  if  kept  too  long. 
Apparently,  however,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  product  can  not 
be  further  concentrated  and,  if  psoperly  packed,  ought  to  keep 
indefinitely.  In  its  moist  condition  as  sold  in  the  markets  here 
it  costs  about  2  cents  gold  per  pound,  although  at  times  recently 
the  price  has  advanced  to  as  much  as  3  cents  gold  i)er  pound. 
With  more  modern  treatment  of  the  product  itself  and  with  more 
scientific  packing  than  is  usually  given  it  by  the  Chinese  here,  there 
seems  no  reason  why  it  can  not  be  successfully  introduced  in  the 
United  States. 

New  Electric  Lines  in  Cuba. 

Electric  street-car  service  was  inaugurated  in  Matanzas  and  Car- 
denas on  December  17.  The  Diario  de  la  Marina  says  that  much 
enthusiasm  greeted  the  opening  of  the  new  car  service,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  tramways  will  assist  greatly  in  the  development  of 
these  cities. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1190  COKMBBCE  BEPOBTS. 

TRADE  P0S8IBIIITIE8  IH  COETTIE  UTIS  FSOK  SOHDUEAS. 

[Conral  Fntnda  J.  Djtr,  Celba,  Dec.  1.] 

The  cohune  palm  is  very  common  in  Honduras,  many  persons 
holding  that  it  is  met  with  more  freq^uently  tlian  any  other  tree. 
To  get  the  nufe  in  commercial  quantities  it  would  be  necessary  to 
organize  the  business  of  gathering  them,  as  nothing  has  been  done 
in  that  direction  here.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  once  the  business  was 
organized  an  unlimited  quantity  of  the  nuts  could  be  obtained.  They 
have  been  shipped  out  of  Belize,  British  Honduras,  for  years. 

At  least  one  citizen  of  Ceiba  is  now  investigating  the  possibility 
of  establishing  an  industry  based  on  the  cohune  nut.  Aside  from 
the  problem  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  of  nuts  at  a  cost  not 
prohibitive,  there  is  a  problem  in  the  extraction  of  the  kernel,  which 
weighs  about  one-tenth  as  much  as  the  entire  nut.  The  shell  is 
not  only  verj^  thick,  but  very  hard,  and  it  is  difficult  to  crack  it 
without  crushing  the  kernel. 

Shell  Vted  for  Tarioui  Purposes. 

This  shell  has  been  used  for  various  purposes,  such  as  button  mak- 
ing, but  on  account  of  the  very  closely  packed  fibers  and  the  presence 
of  some  oil  in  it  the  shell  will  not  tate  dyes,  which  limits  its  useful- 
ness for  many  purposes.  It  would  probably  make  good  pipes,-  and 
for  lathe  work  it  should  be  very  well  adapted,  as  it  is  susceptible  of 
a  high  polish,  with  a  color  like  very  old  mahogany.  The  shell  con- 
tains considerable  potash,  and  it  has  a  fuel  value  comparable  to  hard 
coal. 

The  kernels,  it  is  reported,  bring  practically  the  same  price  in  the 
market  as  copra. 

[The  name  of  the  Celba  resident  who  Is  investigating  the  cohune  tndastry 
and  the  name  and  address  also  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  wtio  has  made 
similar  investigations  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82741.] 


EXTENDIira  THE  DrFLVENCE  OF  JAPANESE  BABES. 

[Consul  H.  D.  Kirjassoff,  acting  as  vice  congul,  Yokobama,  Nov.  4.] 

The  position  of  Japan  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  as 
a  lender  instead  of  a  borrower  rof  money  is  discussed  by  the  Japan 
Advertiser,  which  cites  the  growing  tendency  among  Japanese  banks 
to  invest  their  surplus  capital  either  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States  or  in  Chins.  Last  spring  the  Taiwan  Bank  and  the  Mitsu- 
bishi Bank  established  brancnes  m  London.  Recently  the  Industrial 
Bank  dispatched  its  vice  president  to  Europe  and  the  United  States 
with  a  view  to  bettering  monetary  circulation.  The  Bank  of  Chosen, 
continues  the  Advertiser^  "  not  only  is  planning  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  study  the  conditions  of  the  European  and  American  money 
markets,  but  also  is  trying  to  open  up  bill  transactions  with  China 
in  order  to  pave  a  way  for  the  entrance  of  Japanese  capital  into  that 
country.  The  latter  move  has  also  been  taken  by  the  Mitsui  and  the 
Sumitomo  Banks  in  preparation  for  the  founaing  of  a  branch  in 
Shanghai.  The  Mitsubishi  and  the  First  Bank  are  making  investi- 
gations toward  remunerative  investments  in  foreign  lands." 

[Previous  articles  on  the  foreign  activities  of  the  Japanese  banks  were  pub- 
lished In  CouMEBCE  Repokts  for  Nov.  15  and  Dec  21, 1916.] 
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UOHTDTG  FIXTXniES  DT  ATrSTBIA-HTJNOABT. 

(Consul  James  B.  Young,  Flume,  IIuOBftry,  Nov.  2.] 

The  average  nnniial  trade  in  chandeliers  and  electric  and  gas  light- 
ing fixtures  in  Fiiime  is  estimated  by  local  merchants  at  about  5,000 
crowns  ($1,013),  while  that  of  Agram  (Zagreb),  Croatia,  is  estimated 
at  10,000  crowns  ($2,02C).  Most  of  the  chandeliers  and  fixtures  in 
this  district  come  from  Budapest  and  Vienna,  the  greater  proportion 
originating  in  Germany.  Some  of  those  sold  here  are  of  Hungarian 
make  and  others  are  manufactured  in  Austria. 

Sogcrest  That  Trodncti  be  Shipped  in  Parts. 

The  dealers  state  it  is  possible  that  more  business  might  be 
transacted  here  under  normal  conditions  by  American  chandelier 
and  fixture  exporters  if  the  chandeliers  and  fixtures  were  sold  and 
exported  in  parts  instead  of  complete,  having  in  mind  that  there  are 
some  parts  of  such  chandeliers  and  fixtures  which,  when  imported 
into  Austria-Hungary,  are  subject  to  higher  rates  of  customs  duty 
than  other  parts.  Moreover,  as  some  of  the  more  expensive  parts  are 
manufactured  in  this  country,  certain  parts  that  are  not  of  such  a 
high  state  of  worlcmanship  may  be  imported  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty. 

It  is  also  suggested  here  that  catalogues  in  English  are  less  effective 
than  those  in  German,  which  is  more  readily  understood. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  gas  or  electric  light  fixtures  in  Fiuuie  or  Croatia  may  be 
obtained  from  Uie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices.    Itefer  to  file  No.  82838.] 


UVNICIPAL  BUDGET  OF  YICTOSIA  FOB  1917. 

[Consul  R.  B.  Moshcr,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Dec.  15.] 

The  municipal  budget  of  the  city  of  Victoria  for  1917  calls  for  an 
expenditure  of  $1,799,095,  which  shows  no  increase  over  last  year. 
According  to  the  estimates  42  cents  out  of  every  dollar  collected 
through  direct  property  tax  will  go  to  pay  the  debt  and  other  fixed 
charges.  The  total  debt  charges  are  ma^e  up  as  follows:  General 
city  debt,  $456,780;  waterworks,  $209,823;  schools,  $95,639;  total, 
$762,242.  The  estimated  expenditures  are:  City  debt,  $456,780; 
municipal  coimcil,  $7,000;  legal  department,  $7,498;  civic  salaries, 
$32,264;  city  institutions,  $317,224; 'buildings,  $1,850;  miscellaneous, 
$78,350;  education,  $325,640;  board  of  health,  $35,000;  waterworks 
department,  $246,769;  waterworks,  $291,320;  total,  $1,799,695. 

The  requirements  for  city  departments  include:  Fire.  $129,478,  of 
which  $33,836  is  for  808 'hydrant  rentals;  police,  $84,433;  light, 
$41,730;  parks,  $18,206;  library,  $14,360;  market,  $3,192;  Home  for 
Aged  and  Infirm,  $13,162;  labor  bureau,  $1,510;  cemetery,  $5,073; 
stores,  $2,799;  pound,  $2,460. 


Trade  Directory  of  East  Africa. 

Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  at  Mombasa,  British  East  Africa,  has 
transmitted  a  list  of  the  leading  importers  and  merchants  of  Mom- 
basa, Nairobi,  Kampala,  and  Zanzibar,  a  copy  of  which  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82877. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1192  OOMMEBCB  BEPOBXa, 

FOBEXGH  MABEETS  FOS  OFHCE  SUFFIIES. 

BRAZIL. 
[Consul  Uencral  Alfred  L.  Horcau  Gottscbalk,  Rto  de  Janeiro,  Nor.  10.] 

The  market  for  loose-leaf  books,  which  is  increasing  in  Brazil, 
depends  to  a  certain  extent  upon  certain  laws  that  prevail  here 
governing  the  registry  at  the  "  Junta  Commercial "  of  the  books  uaed 
by  business  houses.  Such  registration  applies  to  the  journal  and 
cash  book,  which  must  be  numbered  consecutively  by  pages,  each  of 
wliich  is  signed  and  stamped  by  the  authorities  of  the  bureau  men- 
tioned. There  would  obviously  be  no  advantage  in  using  a  looee-leaf 
book  under  these  restrictions,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  such  regis- 
tration would  be  granted. 

Press  copy  bool^  for  copies  of  commercial  letters  are  regist««d  in 
the  same  manner,  and  books  thus  registered  carry  more  weight  as  evi- 
dence befoi-e  the  Brazilian  courts.    In  these  books  no  erasures  are 
allowed,  but  errors  must  be  visibly  stricken  out  by  the  pen. 
Books  ITsed — ^Karket  for  American  Booki. 

Besides  the  books  already  mentioned,  and  special  books  for  cer- 
tain classes  of  business,  a  business  house  usually  uses  a  ledger,  a  cur- 
rent-account book,  and  a  sales  book. 

The  manager  of  an  important  American  concern  here,  handling 
office  supplies  extensively,  states  that  he  has  not  undertaken  the  sale 
of  loose-leaf  books  by  reason  of  the  expensive  educational  campaign 
which  would  be  required  to  bring  these  books  into  general  use.  Most 
stationers,  however,  carry  loose-leaf  books  in  stock,  and  the  standard 
American  sizes  and  styles  are  frequently  to  be  seen. 
steel  Fnmiture  Sales  Hampered  1>7  High  Prices. 

The  market  here  for  steel  furniture  has  been  somewhat  limited  by 
reason  of  the  high  customs  duties,  and  more  recently  by  high  freight 
rates.  Although  it  is  much  admired,  American  steel  furniture  would 
find  much  more  favor  if  the  ultimate  selling  price  could  be  materiallv 
reduced.  It  has  a  sure  market  because  oi  its  being  insect  proof, 
provided  prices  are  sufficiently  low. 

[A  list  of  local  Importers  who  might  be  possible  agents  or  purchasers  of  loose- 
leaf  books,  steel  furniture,  and  other  office  supplies  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  82857.] 

DVTCH  TI^BST  INDIES. 

[Consul  George  8.  Messersmltb,  Cnracao,  Not.  2.] 

The  island  of  Curasao  has  a  population  of  about  33,000,  of  whidi 
number  only  about  2,000  are  white.  Willemstad,  the  only  town  on 
the  island,  has  a  population  of  about  11,000.  All  the  business  of  the 
island  centers  in  Willemstad. 

There  is  no  systematic  agriculture  on  the  island.  There  are  no 
manufacturing  industries  to  speak  of  outside  of  the  weaving  of  straw 
hats.  The  chief  business  is  the  transshipment  of  cargo.  On  account 
of  the  importance  of  Willemstad  as  a  port  of  transshipment,  there 
is  more  business  here  than  one  usually  finds  in  a  town  of  11,000  people 
in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Xoderm  Ofloe  Furniture  TTncommon — Steel  Furniture  Almost  TTnknown. 

There  is  very  little  modern  office  furniture  in  the  city.  A  few  of 
the  larger  firms  are  buying  modem  de^s  and  a  fevr  filing  cabinets. 
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One  of  the  chief  hindrances  to  the  sale  of  modern  furniture  is  the 
local  production  of  good  imitations  of  American  models  in  mahog- 
any. Mahogany  is  cheap  here  and  the  native  carpenters  and  cabinet- 
makers are  skillful  in  imitating  a  modern  desk  or  filing  cabinet. 

While  steel  furniture  would  perhaps  be  best  suited  to  this  climate, 
bugs  and  ants  are  not  nearly  so  destructive  here  as  they  are  in  many 
tropical  places,  and  wooden  cabinets  last  a  long  time.  The  climate, 
too,  is  fairly  dry ;  there  is  not  enough  moisture  to  effect  furniture.  I 
kaiow  of  no  steel  furniture  on  the  island  outside  of  some  steel  safes. 
It  is  unlikely  that  steel  ofRce  fittings  will  be  much  used  here  unless 
they  can  be  bought  at  the  same  price  as  good  wooden  ones. 
Oil  Beflnery  TTnder  Conttmction — Duty. 

A  Dutch  petroleum  concern  is  erecting  o  large  oil  refinery  near 
Willemstad.  While  the  plant  is  under  erection  the  offices  have  been 
fitted  u^  temporarily  with  local  furniture.  It  is  stated  that  the  com- 
pany will  soon  start  the  erection  of  its  ofiice  building  near  Willem: 
stad.  As  the  company  is  a  very  large  and  wealthy  Dutch  corpora- 
tion and  as  the  plant  here  will  be  a  large  one,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  offices  will  be  equipped  with  the  best  modem  furniture.  While 
the  furniture  may  not  be  bought  at  once,  it  is  suggested  that  in- 
terested American  firms  send  catalogues  and  price  usts  to  the  man- 
ager of  the  company  and  to  the  engineer  in  charge.  It  is  to  be  espe- 
cially noted  that  both  these  men  should  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

The  import  duty  on  lurniture  of  all  kinds  is  10  per  cent  ad 
valorem. 
Small  Xarket  for  Loose-Xeaf  Books. 

There  is  no  law  in  this  colony,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  that  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  loose-leaf  ledgers,  journals,  and  cash  books,  but 
such  devices  are  as  yet  not  much  used.  There  seems  to  be  no  preju- 
dice against  them,  but  the  people  are  slow  to  make  changes. 

The  firms  that  may  be  mterested  in  buying  office  supplies  would 
prefer  to  buy  direct  rather  than  through  an  agency.  Correspondence 
with  them  should  be  in  Spanish,  although  English  is  generally  un- 
derstood by  the  business  men  here.  One  firm  is  thinking  of  open- 
ing a  bank  of  deposit  and  discount,  and  as  it  is  very  progressive,  it 
may  be  interested  in  a  complete  set  of  loose-leaf  books  ror  a  bank. 
Credit  information  may  be  obtained  through  Dun's  or  Bradstreet's, 
which  have  correspondents  here,  or  through  other  commercial  agen- 
cies. 

The  duty  on  loose-leaf  books  would  be  3  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

[The  names  and  addre&ses  of  tlie  manager  and  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
Dutch  petroleum  company  referred  to  and  a  list  of  Curacao  firms  that  might 
be  Interested  In  loose-leaf  books  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  I>omestlc  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  oflices.  Refer  to  flic 
No.  82041.] 

HOKSTTBAS. 

[CoDsat  B.  M.  LawtOD,  Tegucigalpa,  Not  2.] 

The  business  men  of  Honduras  who  have  visited  this  consulate 
and  investigated  the  filing  devices  here  used  have  invariably  ex- 
pressed admiration.  Nevertheless  there  is  no  developed  market  for 
this  class  of  supplies.  The  principal  difficulty  in  introducing  modem 
devices  is  the  high  cost  of  might  and  customs  duties.    There  are  no 
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interior  railroads  in  this  district,  and  the  Pacific  port  itself  is  on  an 
island,  so  that  the  freight  handling  from  ship  side  to  this  city,  a 
distance  of  only  125  miles,  is  sometimes  more  than  the  entire  cost 
of  ocean  freight  from  New  York  plus  customs  duties. 

Duties — Direct  Bepretentation  Customary. 

The  custom  duty  on  all  steel  furniture  is  5  cents  silver  per  half- 
kilo  (about  $0,010  per  pound).  If  there  are  adornments  of  other 
metal,  such  as  brass  handles  or  brass  card  holders,  tlte  duty  is  8  cents 
per  half-kilo  ($0,025  per  pound).  Wooden  furniture  commands  a 
duty  of  30  cents  per  half  kilo  ($0,095  per  pound).  The  duty  on 
accounting  records  and  binding  devices  is  10  to  15  cents  per  half 
kilo  ($0,032  to  $0,048  per  pound).  Warehouse,  toll,  and  port  charges 
add  approximately'  2J  cents  per  half  kilo  ($0,008  per  pound)  to  the 
above  prices. 

The  bulk  of  btisiness  in  this  consular  district  is  handled  by  direct 
representation  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco.  Most  stores  here 
are  general  dealers;  there  are  almost  no  manufacturers'  sales  agents 
or  commission  men.    Correspondence  must  be  in  Spanish. 

[The  nnnips  of  Arms  who  might  bfe  Interestetl  in  acting  as  agents  may  be  ob- 
tained from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or 
cooperative  oflicers.    Refer  to  file  No.  81994.] 

8PAIH. 

[Consul  General   Carl  Bailey  Unrst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  81.] 

Modem  business  methods  are  followed  in  Barcelona  and  many 
ofRces  ai'e  equipped  like  offices  in  the  United  States.  Filing  cabinete 
and  other  devices  are  on  sale  and  are  gradually  coming  into  general 
use;  but  there  is  no  extensive  market  for  loose-leaf  record  books  be- 
cause Spanish  commercial  regulations  forbid  the  use  by  business 
houses  of  journals  and  certain  other  records  that  are  not  fully  bound, 
folded,  and  paged.  This  law  is  in  torce  to  prevent  any  dishonest 
practice  in  the  pursuit  of  business  or  the  exhibition  of  misleading 
lecords  in  suits  at  law. 

Small  office  conveniences  and  supplies  of  American  manufactures 
are  sold  in  Barcelona.  The  heavy  customs  duty  and  freightage  on 
larger  pieces,  such  as  steel  filing  sections  and  furniture,  have  hitherto 
been  a  serious  obstacle  to  theitr  popularization  in  the  local  market. 
But  the  Barcelona  agents  for  American  typewriters  in  several  in- 
stances have  showrooms  where  other  office  equipment  is  exhibited. 

Correspondence  in  Spanish — Credit  Katings — Terms. 

In  correspondence  it  would  be  best  to  use  Spanish.  Credit  ratings 
may  be  obtained  from  an  agency  such  as  Dun's,  which  has  a  brandi 
office  in  Barcelona,  or  through  the  local  correspondents  of  American 
banks.  It  would  be  well  to  offer  prospective  customers  in  Spain  the 
most  attractive  possible  terms  of  sale,  which  should  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  terms  granted  under  normal  conditions  by  European 
manufacturers;  those  are  generally  credits  of  60  to  90  days  or  cadi 
30  days  after  receipt  of  merchandise. 

[A  list  of  Barcelona  dealers  in  office  supplies  may  be  obtained  from  tbe 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices. 
Itefer  to  file  No.  82828.J 
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IConnil  PerdTBl  Gossett,'  Malaga,  Not.  4.] 
Small  Karket  in  Kalaga  District 

Practically  no  filing  equipment  of  any  kind  is  on  sale  here,  but  a 
stationer  became  subagent  m  Malaga  a  year  ago  for  a  business  man 
in  Madrid.  Thi  latter  has  just  started  a  factory,  in  which  he  puts  to- 
gether office  fumitxire,  filing  sections,  etc.,  which  he  imports  knocked 
down.  His  catalogue  shows  American  ^oods  of  quartered  oak.  The 
agent  in  Malaga  has  sold  only  one  section.  He  has  no  room  in  his 
store  to  place  these  goods  on  exhibition,  and,  as  is  customary  here, 
makes  no  special  effort  to  let  people  know  about  them.  Three  or 
four  merchants  have  ordered  wooden  filing  sections  direct  from  the 
United  States,  after  having  seen  the  filing  cabinet  in  the  consulate. 

Only  a  few  of  the  business  men  here  seem  to  be  interested  in 
modem  methods;  the  majority  would  rather  not  spend  money  for 
filing  cabinets.  Few  merchants  in  Malaga  have  so  voluminous  a  cor- 
i-espondence  that  the  need  of  a  filing  cabinet  is  pressing.  Undoubt- 
edly more  filing  equipment  could  be  sold,  however,  if  it  were  not  so 
difficult  to  have  the  goods  seen.  No  retail  dealer  here,  it  is  thought, 
has  the  space  in  his  store  to  put  the  goods  on  exhibition,  nor  would 
he  want  to  buy  one  until  he  had  received  an  order. 

High  Freight  Kates — Duties. 

The  freight  rates  from  the  United  States  would  make  it  im- 
possible at  present  for  ready-made,  steel,  filing  cabinets  to  compete 
against  wooden  ones  imported  in  parts  and  put  together  here,  even 
1  hough  the  formerpays  a  lower  rate  of  duty.  On  steel  filing  equip- 
ment (from  the  United  States)  the  duty  would  be  $6.75  per  100 
kilos,  net,  or  a  little  over  3  cents  a  pound.  On  oak  furniture,  in  parts, 
it  would  be  $10  per  100  kilos,  net,  or  4^  cents  a  pound.  The  great 
difference  in  the  freight  would  be  due  to  the  cubic  space  occupied  by 
steel  equipment. 

SWITZEBLAND. 
[Vice  Consul  James  L.  A.   Bnrrell,  St.   Gall,  Nor.  2.] 

The  larger  houses  in  the  St.  Gall  consular  district  are  interested  in 
modern  office  equipment,  and  employ  it  to  a  considerable  extent, 
although  there  is  great  room  for  improvement.  At  present  the  im- 
portation of  filing  cabinets  and  other  furniture  is  difficult  owing  to 
the  freight,  which  is  paid  by  the  amount  of  room  occupied. 

The  laws  of  Switzerland  do  not  prohibit  the  use  of  loose-leaf 
ledgers,  journals,  and  cash  books.  They  merely  provide  that  the 
booKS  be  kept  in  a  regular  manner  ("  ordnungsgemass  ") .  But  the 
account  books  from  the  United  States  do  not  please  the  local  firms, 
because  they  are  not  lined  to  suit  their  requirements.  The  custom 
here  is  to  have  such  books  lined  on  order  of  the  purchaser. 

The  local  dealers  usually  buy  outright,  three  months  net  or  30 
days  with  3  to  5  per  cent. 

Another  difficulty  at  present  is  the  unsatisfactory  shipping  condi- 
tions. A  local  firm,  which  placed  a  large  order  for  American  carbon 
paper,  has  already  received  the  bill  for  the  goods,  which  have  been  on 
the  way  for  over  three  months,  but  has  no  idea  when  they  will  reach 
here.    This  is  very  discouraging,  since  the  present  time,  when  other 
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sources  of  supply  are  closed,  should  be  Used  to  establish  a  firm  foot- 
bold  for  American  goods. 

[A  list  of  deolei-s  In  office  supplies  in  St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  may  be  obtained 
Iroiu  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  or  coopers- 
tive  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  82277.] 

TnHTED  KIHGDOX. 

[Consul  Ripley  Wtltoo,  London,  Not.  17.] 

There  is  always  a  market  in  England  for  office  equipment,  pro- 
vided an  efficient  agent  is  appointed  and  sufficient  sums  are  spent 
regularly  eacli  year  for  advertising  in  suitable  journals.  As  many  of 
the  well-known  agents  are  already  boimd  to  firms  trading  on  the 
English  market,  it  is  suggested  that  advertisements  might  be  placed 
in  the  Organizer,  2  Breams  Building,  London,  E.  C;  The  Stationer, 
26a  Tudor  Street,  E.  C. ;  and  The  System,  43/44  Shoe  Lane,  E.  C,  to 
obtain  agents  who  may  be  free  to  accept  appointment.  It  is  possi- 
ble that  the  secretary  of  the  Manufacturers  Agents'  Association, 
00/91  Queen  Street,  Cheapside,  E.  C,  London,  might  be  able  to 
suggest  desirable  firms. 

Tlie  agent,  who  must  be  appointed,  to  get  present  or  future  results, 
•would  probably  work  on  commission,  but  tliis  would  form  the  subject 
of  negotiation  and  agreement.  With  a  new^  article  in  comiJetition 
with  those  already  on  the  market,  there  might  be  difficulty  in  getting 
dealers  to  buy  outright  but  the  agent  should  be  able  to  advise  on  aU 
points. 

Import  Prohibitions — Layisff  Fonndatlon  for  Future  Trade. 

There  is,  as  yet,  no  prohibition  on  the  importation  of  ledgers,  but 
filing  cabinets  and  all  other  office  furniture  are  on  the  prohibited 
list,  for  the  importation  of  which  a  license  would  have  to  be  obtained. 
Such  licenses  are  difficult  to  procure  at  present  and  prices  have  ad- 
vanced by  about  50  per  cent.   Adding  machines  may  still  be  imported. 

English  business  men  are  interested  in  modern  methods  and  are 
looking  forward  to  the  resumption  of  active  trade  after  peace  has 
been  declared.  For  this  reason  the  foundation  of  the  business  with 
this  country  should  be  laid  at  the  present  time,  even  though  results 
may  not  be  obtained  until  some  future  date. 


NEW  TELEaSAFH  LINE  IN  COLOMBIA. 

• 

A  recent  Colombian  law  provides  for  the  construction  of  a  tele- 
graph line  connecting  the  city  of  Arauca,  on  the  Venezuelan  border, 
with  the  telegraphic  system  of  the  rest  of  Colombia.  An  executive 
decree  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial  provides  for  the  work 
to  begin  simultaneously  in  four  sections,  starting  from  Arauca  to  the 
nearest  telegraph  station  of  Tamara,  from  Tamara  to  Arauca,  and  in 
each  direction  from  the  midway  station  of  Tame.  A  construction 
manager  appointed  by  the  Government  will  have  charge  of  the  work, 
and  the  posts  and  other  needed  materials  will  be  furnished  so  far  as 
possible  by  the  towns  through  which  the  new  line  passes. 


A  $4,000,000  hotel  is  to  be  built  in  Toronto,  Canada.    Construction 
work  will  commence  in  the  spring  of  1917. 
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BEPOBT  OH  COTTOH  SEED  AHD  COTTONSEED  PBODITCTS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  issued  a  report  on  the 
quantity  of  cotton  seed  received,  crushed,  and  on  hand,  and  of 
cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and  on  hand  for  the 
three-month  period  from  August  1  to  October  31,  1916. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  seed  received  at  oil  mills  from  August  1  to 
October  31  was  2,297,233  tons;  the  quantity  crushed  between  those 
dates  was  1,082,596  tons,  and  the  quantity  on  hand  October  31  was 
1,227,712  tons. 

Statistics  of  cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and 
on  hand,  as  prepared  by  the  Census  Bureau,  are  as  follows : 


Items. 


Frodaoed 
(rom  Aqk.  1 
to  Oct.  31. 


Shipped  out 
trom  Auk.  1 
to  Oct.  31. 


On  hand  on 
Oct.  31.  a 


Cradeofl pounds. 

RoOnedoU do... 

Cake  and  meal tons. 

Hulls do... 

Unteis fiOO-pound  bales. 

Hull  fiber do... 

Hotes.grabbots,  and  sweepings.. do... 


319, 2a),  235 
194,378,178 
513,421 
261.133 
270,760 
64,212 
«,S3t 


251,727,687 


492, 6W 

149,111 

138,571 

73,641 

1,694 


1 72,736,305 

c  78, 970, 283 

167,847 

'162,355 

■<  154, 263 

■«7,8«J 

<'6,410 


•  GO  in  transit  not  Included. 

t  Includes  5,565,096  pounds  held  by  reOning  and  muuibcturing  establishments,  and  68,331  pounds  by 
hrolters  and  in  stonu^. 

'  Includes  6,095,550  pounds  held  bir  refiners,  brokers,  agents,  an  1  warehousemen  at  places  other  than 
refineries  and  nmnulteturlne  establishments. 

*  Includes  8,441  tons  of  hulls,  12,423  bales  o(  lintars,  733  biles  of  hull  fiber,  and  2  IS  balei  of  motes,  grab- 
bots,  and  sweepings  stored  elsewhere  than  at  the  mills. 


AMEBICAHS  PTJItCHASE  BEITISH  COLUMBIA  SHELTEB. 

[Vice  Consul  R.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  BritiHh  Columbia,  Canada,  Dec.  14.] 

The  Ladysmith  smelter,  formerly  operated  by  the  Tyee  Copper 
Co.,  an  English  concern,  has  been  purchased  by  American  capitalists, 
and  as  soon  as  extensions  and  improvements  involving  an  outlay  of 
$100,000  can  be  made  the  plant  will  be  put  into  operation. 

Efforts  have  been  made  for  some  time  by  local  organizations  inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  mines  on  Vancouver  Island  to  induce 
the  Provincial  Government  to  take  steps  for  the  opening  of  the  Lady- 
smith  smelter.  With  its  extensions  "It  will  soon  be  in  full  operation 
and  will  employ  more  than  100  men.  Facilities  provided  by  the  ex- 
tensions will  enable  it  to  turn  cut  blister  copper,  whereas  formerly 
it  could  produce  only  copper  matte.  Mine  operators  on  Vancouver 
Island  have  been  sending  their  ores  to  the  smelter  at  Tacoma,  Wash., 
for  treatment,  and  with  the  operation  of  the  Ladysmith  smelter  the 
necessity  for  this  will  be  obviated. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Tacoma  smelter  is  very  busy,  and  if  it  is  offered 
more  business  than  it  can  handle  the  mine  producers  on  Vancouver 
Island  would  find  their  smelter  facilities  curtailed  without  some 
arrangement  on  Vancouver  Island. 

The  new  owners  propose  to  make  the  plant  thoroughly  modem 
and  install  converters.  Blister  copper,  instead  of  being  sent  out  of 
the  Province,  probably  will  be  treated  by  large  interior  refineries. 
The  capacity  of  the  Ladysmith  smelter  is  700  tons  but  will  be  greatly 
increased. 
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AHEBICAK  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  Unitetl  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  rclatiYe  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consuls  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
interviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 


Bin lu<,  Maxwell 

Drett,  Homtr , 

Biicklin,  George  A. 
Vow,  Edward  .\ 


KafTpr.  George  Eiipene. 

HunsoD,  Oeorpe  (' 

Jenkins.  Dougla.t 

Latham,  Charles  L 

J.isloe,  Soren |  Rotterdam,     Nether- 
lands. 

Saner,  Emil '  Cologne,  Germany 

Smith,  James  A I  Calcutta,  India 


Tanfler.Uarooca 

La  Ouaira,  Venezuela. 

Bordeaux,  France 

St.     Stephen,     New 
Brunswick. 

Barmen,  C.ormnnv 

Swatow,  China. .  .* 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 


Expira- 

tion of 

venue. 
Uar.    I 

Feb. 

10 

Jan. 

13 

Jan. 

17 

Jan. 

2 

Jnn. 

:«o 

Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

15 

...do 

.... 

Feb. 

I 

J«.. 

15 

Address. 


Department  of  State,  Wasliington,  D.  C 
2418  Seventh  Street,  Meridian,  Miss. 
Department  of  State,  Washingtcn,  D.  C. 
Da 

13  Penobscot  Street.  Nonrieb.  Conn. 
Department  of  State,  Wssliinctao,  D.  C. 
4S  S&vate  Street,  Charleston,  t>.  C. 
The  Mendota,  Washinzton,  D.  C. 
"LslinRton,"    Walkerlord,    Amherst 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washlngtco,  D.  C 
Dow 


JAFABESE  STEAMSHIP  COHPAITT'S  DIVIDEin). 

IKxtract  from  Japan  Chronicle,  forwarded  by  Consul  M.  D.  KirJassofT,  Tokoba ma,  Nor.  16.] 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  pay  a  dividend  for  the 
last  term  at  the  rate  of  28  per  cent  per  annum.  The  following  are  the 
last  term's  acccounts:  Gross  income,  $19,443,848;  gross  expenditure, 
$9,58.">,C03 ;  reserve  for  depreciation  of  vessels,  $697,773;  reserve  for 
shipping  insurance,  $386,097;  reserve  for  extensive  repairs,  $16-2,824; 
reserve  for  depreciation  of  buildings,  $14,823;  net  profit,  $8,596,038; 
brought  forward,  $3,504,224;  total,  $12,i00,263;  i-eserve,  $429,803; 
allowance  for  directors  and  auditors,  $99,700;  dividend,  8  per  cent, 
$548,350;  e.xtra  dividend,  2  per  cent,  $137,087;  extraordinary  extra 
dividend,  18  per  cent,  $1,233,787;  special  war  allowance  for  employees, 
$199,400;  carried  forward,  $9,452,136. 

The  management  of  the  company  explain  that  as  the  large  profits 
for  the  term  are  due  to  the  abixormal  conditions  of  war,  it  ha.s  been 
decided  to  carry  forward  the  laii'ger  portion  of  the  profits,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  appropriate  ways  later  on. 

To  consider  the  proposed  disjjosal  of  last  term's  accounts  a  general 
meeting  of  shareholders  was  called  for  November  29. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAXT  OF  FOBEION  AUB  DOMESTIC  COMMEBCE 


DlCTBICr  OFFICES. 

NEW  TOBK:.Room  409,  Castomhoase. 

BO$TO.>:  1801  Caiteakoase. 

(ElfAOO:  (04  Federal  BilMlaf. 

ST.  L0VI8:  40S  Third  Katlaaal  Baak  BalldlBg. 

ATia^iTAt  (81  PoKt  Oaee  Balldlag. 

KKW  OBLEAKS:  1U20  Hikerala  Baak  BilWag. 

81>'  FBA>nSlO:  SO?  rasloakoise. 

bEkTTLE:  ifi  Heary  Billdlag. 


COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

CLEVELAND:  Ckaaker  at  CawMre*. 
(TNaXXATI:  Ckavber  at  Comaerce. 
CIXCIXSATI:  C,  K.  0.  A  T.  P.  By.  fa. 
LOS  AHGELES:  Ckaaber  of  Coaaeree. 
PHILADELPHIA!  Ckaaiber  oT CaaMRC. 
CHATTAROOflii  BaaU  Aaerieaa  AgaM,  Saatk- 

era  By.  Ca. 
POBTLAXD,  OBEO.:  Ckaaber  af  CaaaMrce. 
DAITOX:  Greater  Baytaa  AnadallaB. 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  OOVEKNHENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBUCTION. 

(CorrespoDdence  sliculd  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcutiona  can  nsually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders,  they 
shonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  oSIcoa  to  rocrlve  notices  calling  tor 
fnttire  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  tuppUes,  No.  3928. — Sealetl  t>roi>osals  will  Ir'  received  at  the 
Burean  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  which  burean  firms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  Kbould  apply,  giving 
the  schedule  numbers,  for  furnishing  the  following:  Schedule  561,  fur- 
nishing and  erecting  steel  bumpers ;  schedule  562,  12-incli  K  transformers ; 
schedule  563,  copper  tubing,  couutersunl:  screw  bolts,  United  States  stand- 
ard thread  gauges,  and  collar  screws;  schedule  564,  tool  boxes,  test  plugs 
and  lifting  screws,  screw  drivers,  spanners  and  xvTenches,  drill  rod  steel 
adjusting  tools,  open-end  wrenches,  and  steel  afterbody  shells;  schedule 
565,  800-pound  ships'  bells,  5,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  blowers,  and 
lap-welding  steel  casing ;  schedule  566,  furnishing  and  installing  Insulation 
system;  schedule  567,  10-lnch  engine  lathes  and  8-Inch  precision  lathes; 
schedule  568,  furnish  and  Install  water-tnlie  boiler;  schedule  569,  oxygen 
rescue  breathing  apparatus,  compressed  sheet  cork,  unllncd  linen  Are 
hose,  oil-burning  running  lights,  confidential  information  lockers,  niall- 
clerks'  safes,  ships'  water-closets,  36-Inch  bleached  and  mibleached  muslin, 
32-incli  and  36-lnch  cotton-mattress  ticking,  white  cotton  twine,  jute  twine, 
boatswains'  calls,  30  fathoms  long  A-lnch  galvanized  boat  chains,  and 
70-foot  long  g-lnch  collision  mat  chains;  schedule  570,  lead  pipe,  rolled 
Muntz  metal  angles,  pig  lead,  sheet  lead  in  roils,  J-iuch  wire  half-and-half 
solder,  and  sheet  tin;  schedule  571.  acetone,  technical  muriatic  acid, 
alcohol  in  cans  and  barrels,  alcohol  in  tank  cars,  metallic  brown  in  oU, 
calcium  carbide,  paint  drier,  dry  chrome  green,  tallow,  and  turpentine 
in  tank  cars;  schedule  572,  artificial,  bamess.  hydraulic,  lacing,  rigging, 
and  upholstery  leather;  schedule  573,  wire  brads,  round  cement  tin  cans, 
"  C "  clamps,  screw  clamps,  high  speed  drills,  flies,  padlocks,  composition 
and  Iron  nails,  garnet  paper,  spring  cotter  pins,  steel  tni)er  pins,  rod  handle 
drawer  pulls,  brass  machine  and  wood  screws,  brass  wood  screws,  gal- 
vanized steel  wire  roiie  sockets,  lacks,  50-foot  steel  measuring  tapes, 
vises,  pipe  wrenches,  and  screw  wrenches;  schedule  574,  steel  boiler  tubes; 
schedule  575,  lighting  and  power  wire,  telephone  wire,  and  triplex  cable; 
schedule  576,  pure  sperm  oil;  schedule  577,  round  cotton-wIck  packing, 
molding  sand,  peanut-size  crushed  silica,  cotton  rags,  28-inch  Turkish 
toweling,  galvanized  steel  or  Iron  pipe  straps,  compres.'iion  brass  grease 
cups,  and  commercial  sheet  brass ;  schedule  578,  electric  heater,  and  single 
conductor  wire;  schedule  579,  whisk  bVooms,  low-pitch  clarinets,  low-pitch 
flutes,  low-pitch  piccolos,  pay  officers'  safes,  teaspoons.'  and  silver-plated 
ware;  schedule  .580,  candles,  }-inch  and  l-inch  close-link  chain,  rawhide 
belt  lacing,  refrigerators,  and  lock  nuts;  schedule  5.S1,  sulphuric  acid, 
petrolatum,  and  dry  Venetian  red ;  scliwlule  582,  worm-geared  chain  blocks, 
steel  bolts,  steel  bolts  and  nuts,  steel-wire  file  brushes,  calipers,  "C" 
clamps,  files,  oiler  sets,  steel  and  woven  measuring  tapes,  1-quart  capacity 
gasoline  torches,  vises,  alligator  type  wrenches,  pipe  wrenches,  and  screw 
WTenches;  schedule  583,  brass  bibb  cocks,  composition  pipe  fittings,  brass 
pipe,  and  check,  angle,  etc.,  composition  valves;  and  schedule  .')84,  dry 
loofah  fiber  sponges,  cotton  rags,  Turkish  toweling,  commercial  sheet  brass, 
and  bar  copper. 

Bridge  cranes.  No.  3929. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  i-eceived  at  tlie  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  January  2, 
1917,  for  furnishing  and  Installing  one  80-ton  bridge  crane,  tliree  15-ton 
bridge  cranes,  twelve  5-ton  wall  cranes,  and  eight  3-ton  wall  crane.s,  more 
or  less.  In  each  of  the  new  structural  .shops  at  the  navy  yards,  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  Plilladelplila,  Pa.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  to  the 
commandants  of  the  navy  yards  named. 
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FOBEIGN  TKASE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

RoscrvMl  addresses  may  be  obtalocd  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  district  ofllcea.  Bequest 
for  eaeh  opportunity  should  be  on  n  separate  sbeet  and  atate  opportnnltir  nnmbc'r. 
The  BnrraB  does  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responsibility  as  to  the  standing 
of  foreign  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  tie  taken  In  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Keported  by  American  consular  officers;  t  Ueported  by  commercial  attach^  asd 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

Mittens 23.S7C 

Office  appliances 233iS4 

Ticking,  mattress 23381 

Tires  and  tubes 233T5 

Tractors,   farm ?:L-:.Si) 

Trucks,   mof'>r 2:u:.s3 

TJnderclothins 23."7C 

Wearing  apparel,  men's 2:!.'f70 

Wheels 23375 


Agency 23378 

Down,    mattress 23381 

DyestuPfs 23382 

Feathers 2:i381 

Gloves 23376 

Hair,   mattress 2;'i;!81 

Hardware,  furniture 23.';7ll 

Hosiery 23.S70 

Indicators,   revolution ._  23377 


23375.* — A  company  in  China  is  in  the  market  for  heavy  wire  wheels,  32  inches 
by  2  inches,  similar  to  those  used  on  motorcycles,  to  be  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  jiurikislias.  Wlii^l  equipment,  sucli  as  spolies,  tires,  inner 
tubes,  etc.,  also  desiretl.  The  complete  outfit  of  two  wheels,  axle,  tire^^,  etc., 
is  now  being  furnished  for  approximat«ly  $21  gold.  I'liyiiient  will  be  made 
by  sight  draft  against  bill  of  lading.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Knglhsli. 
Iteference. 

23376.* — A  man  in  Norway  wishes  to  obtain  an  agency  for  tlie  sale  of  men's 
heavy  underclothing  and  extrn-thlck  hosiery.  Extra-heavy,  cheap  gloves 
and  mittens  are  also  desired.  C.  1.  f.  (piotations  are  preferi-ed.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

23877.* — ^A  firm  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  revolution  indicators  for  aviation 
or  automobile  motors.  It  also  desires  to  arrange  for  an  exclusive  agency. 
Payment  will  be  made  by  draft  uiwn  receipt  of  goods,  i^nottitioiis  should 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  factory.    Corresjioudeuce  may  be  in  English.    Iteference. 

23378.* — A  man  in  Brazil  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  American  goods.  He 
does-  not  specify  any  i>artlcular  line.    Keference, 

23379.* — A  firm  in  Switzerland  wishes  to  purcha.se  furniture  hardware,  brass 
and  iron  fittings,  and  ball-bearing  castors.  Quotatiom*  shouUI  be  made 
c.  i.  f.  European  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Kefereuce. 
Correspondence  In  French  or  German. 

23.380.t — A.  man  in  France  Is  In  tht  market  for  low  and  metliuin-priced  farm 
tractors,  preferably  from  C  to  24  hoi-sepower.  He  would  like  to  purchase 
111  lots  of  1(K».  If  necessary,  cash  will  be  paid  against  dtKrumenbs.  Quota- 
tions are  desired  c.  1.  f.  Fi\'iicli  iwrts,  but  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English,    tteference. 

23381.* — A  company  in  Switzerland  desii-es  to  purcha.**  lunterials  used  in 
making  mattresses,  such  as  ticking,  hair,  feathers,  and  tUn.us.  Quotations 
sliould  be  made  c.  i.  f.  European  port.  Cash  will  be  paid  npilnst  shipping 
documents.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  German. 

23382.* — \  firm  In  Spain  wishes  to  represent  American  uianufacturei-s  aod 
exporters  of  dyestuflfs  u.sed  in  coloring  cotton,  woolen,  and  silk  textiles. 
The  firm  also  desires  to  purcluise  on  its  own  account.  Cash  will  be  paid 
against  documents.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Con-e- 
spondence  may  be  in  English.    Keference. 

2;J3.S3.* — A  man  In  Switzerland  desh-es  to  purchase  several  1  to  2  ton  motor 
trucks.  Cash  will  be  paid  rg'tlnst  documents.  Correspondence  sliould  be 
In  French  or  Get  man.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  European  port, 
llei'erence. 

233S4.t — A  firm  in  France  is  in  the  market  for  office  appliances.  Cash  will  lie 
paid.  Quotations  are  Jeslred  c.  1.  f.  French  ports.  CorrespoDd«>ce  may 
be  in  English. 

WASHUGTOs :  ooTUtsiuxT  PKUtziita  omca :  mi« 
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ENGLAKD  BEQXTI3ITI0NS  LEATHES  STOCKS. 

I  Cablegram  from  the  American  Consul  General,  London,  Dec.  26.] 

War  office  announces  intention  to  take  possession  all  leather 
Btook  being  produced  or  to  bo  produced  up  to  March  31  of  follow- 
ing grades :  Vecetable-tanned  bends,  butts,  and  backs  of  10,  20,  and 
14  pounds  and  upward,  respectively ;  chrome-tanned  bends,  butts, 
and  backs  of  7  iron  and  upward;  vegetable-tanned  shoulders  of  6 
iron  and  upward;  kip  butts  of  1^  MM  substance  and  upward;  kip 
sides,  except  semichrome  vegetable  grained  and  chrome  upper 
leathers  of  1^  MM  substances  and  upward;  upper  leathers  of  any 
other  approved  process. 

CANAL  TBAFFIC  IN  NOVEMBEB. 

(Panama  Canal  Ilerord,  Dec.  20.] 

During  November  148  vessels  of  436,204  net  tons  (canal  measure- 
ment) passed  through  the  Panama  Canal,  72  of  them  (net  tonnage 
220,806)  in  transit  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  76 
(net  tonnage  215,398)  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  Tliey  car- 
ried 519,043  tons  of  cargo  (198,718  tons  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific;  320,325  tons  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic). 

The  tolls  earned  during  the  month  totaled  $420,113.  Of  this 
amount  $202,760  was  from  ships  passing  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  $217,353  from  sliips  passing  from  the  Pacific  to 
the  Atlantic. 

With  respect  to  nationality,  64  of  the  ships  were  of  British  regis- 
try, 33  United  States,  11  Norwegian,  9  Chilean,  8  Dutch,  8  Peruvian, 
4  Spanish,  8  Costa  Rican,  2  each  under  the  Japanese,  Danish,  and 
Swedish  flags,  and  1  each  under  the  Mexican  and  Cuban. 

The  aggregate  length  of  all  the  vessels  was  50,634  feet,  or  9.5 
statute  miles. 

During  the  month  of  November  test  car  No.  1  of  the  United  States 
JBureau  of  Standards  tested  16  railroad-track  scales  in  Wisconsin 
and  22  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago.  Test  car  No.  2  tested  13  track 
scales  in  Pennsylvania,  1  in  West  Virginia,  1  in  Ohio,  and  3  in  New 
York.  The  record  for  the  month  was  a  total  of  56  track  scales. 
V«w°-ii  1201 
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SHIPFDra  AHD  XBASE  COHDITIOHS  JS  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  Nor.  10.] 

The  high  freight  rates  prevailing  during  1915  and  the  first  half  of 
1916  have  had  a  marked  effect  on  China's  trade.  Freight  rates  in- 
creased from  300  per  cent  to  500  per  cent  above  the  rates  prevailing 
before  the  war,  and  this,  in  connection  with  the  shortage  of  tonnage, 
operated  to  paralyze  the  export  trade,  notwithstanding  the  greatly 
increased  demand  for  China  s  products  due  to  the  war. 

Export  freight  rates  from  China  are  now  rapidly  approaching 
normal,  due  perhaps  largely  to  the  present  high  value  of  silver,  the 
highest  in  30  years.  This  high  rate  of  silver  exchange  operates 
against  exports  also,  its  practical  effect  being  to  increase  greatly  the 
original  first  cost.  Thus,  with  prewar  normal  exchange,  for  a  prod- 
uct offered  at  2.25  Mexican  dollars,  America  would  have  to  pay  only 
$1  gold.  At  the  present  rate  2.25  Mexican  dollars  is  equivalent  to 
about  $1.30  gold.  That  is  to  say,  on  account  of  exchange  alone,  prices 
are  80  per  cent  higher. 

While  freight  rates  and  high  value  of  silver  both  tend  to  reduce 
the  volume  of  exports,  the  consequent  loss  of  prpfits  to  the  American 
exporter  in  China  is  partially  offset  by  his  increased  commissions. 
The  American  exporter  does  not,  as  a  rule,  buy  stocks  except  to  fill 
orders.  His  practice  is  to  obtain  local  prices,  figure  the  c.  i.  f .  cost, 
and  make  quotations  based  upon  that  cost  plus  his  commission,  so 
that  the  higher  the  frei^ts  and  the  higher  the  exchange  rate,  the 
greater  will  be  his  commissions  on  such  business  as  he  is  able  to  pro- 
cure. This  compensating  advantage  of  high  rates  is  not  shared  in 
by  the  producer. 

Kaltlns  Foodstoifs  for  Home  Conaumption. 

The  abnormal  situation  with  reference  to  freights  and  exchange 
resulted  in  heavy  losses  to  the  farmers  and  land  owners  in  the  inte- 
rior and  has  caused  a  change  in  the  class  of  farm  products  produced. 
Formerly  the  Chinese  produced  and  exported  the  best  quality  of 
rice  and  other  supplies,  and  purchased  articles  of  food  of  low  grade 
from  neighboring  countries  for  their  own  consumption.  High 
freight  tariffs  reduced  the  possible  profits  upon  both  the  export  and 
import  of  agricultural  products,  with  the  result  that  the  Chinese  are 
beginning  to  find  it  more  profitable  to  raise  foodstuffs  of  a  medium 
grade  for  their  own  consumption.  China  is  learning  to  adapt  its 
productions  to  its  needs, and  to  rely  increasingly  less  upon  forei^ 
commerce  either  to  market  its  products  or  supply  its  wants.  This, 
in  connection  with  high  silver  exchangej  has  resulted  in  lessening  the 
demand  for  tonnage,  with  a  corresponding  lowering  of  freight  rates. 

The  indications  seem  to  be  that  China  is  rapidly  adapting  itself 
to  the  high  cost  of  many  articles  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  high 
freight  rates;  that  it  is  learning  to  become  a  producer  of  many  ar- 
ticles for  which  it  formerly  relied  upon  foreign  exchange;  and  that, 
notwithstanding  the  present  great  impetus  to  the  import  trade,  doe 
to  the  low  rates  for  gold  exchange,  its  imports  will  gradually  become' 
smaller,  with  a  resulting  lessening  of  the  profits  of  the  importers 
and  the  steamship  companies. 
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TOBACCO  IHPOBTS  INTO  FBEl^CH  AND  BBTTISH  WEST  AFIUCA. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Terby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Not.  15.] 

The  greater  part  of  the  tobacco  imported  into  French  and  British 
West  Africa  is  that  in  the  leaf.  Although  statistics  as  to  its  source 
are  not  available,  it  appears  that  at  least  95  per  cent  of  it  originates 
in  the  Ignited  States.  The  following  table  shows  the  imports  during 
the  past  three  yeai"s: 


Colony. 


French: 

Senegal 

French  OulBea. 

Ivory  Coast 

Dahomey 


I»13 


1378,012 
73,466 
54,109 
72,480 


1914 


$261,630 
72,338 
ei,  107 
144,294 


1915 


1527,622 
88,760 
63,«£3 
201,579 


Colony. 


British: 

Gambia 

Sierra  Leone. . 
Gold  Coast . . . 
Nigeria 


1913 


$7S,3«5 

366,298 

458,959 

1,123,(05 


1914 


121,016 
301,605 
554,666 
491,630 


1»I5 


156,913 

308,475 

612,401 

1,148,726 


It  appears  that  only  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  and  Nigeria  import 
a  large  proportion  of  manufactured  tobacco,  the  average  for  the  Gold 
Coast  being  about  one-half  in  value  for  the  three  years  under  review, 
and  for  Nigeria  about  one-fourth  in  value.  Practically  all  of  the 
manufactured  tobacco  imported  by  West  Africa  is  of  cigarettes  in 
hermetically  sealed  tins.  The  natives  take  readily  to  the  use  of  ciga- 
rettes, and  their  preference  for  them  to  the  leaf  and  pipe  is  growing 
rapidly. 

American  BepreMntatiTes — Kinds  of  TolMceo  in  Demand. 

The  only  representative  of  American  tobacco  in  West  Africa  is  at 
Dakar,  where  a  large  American  exporting  company  has  a  branch  in 
which  from  30  to  40  natives  are  regularly  engaged  in  "  re-treating  " 
the  tobacco  consumed  in  Senegal.  The  tobacco  might,  however,  oe 
kept  in  bond  and  reshipped  to  other  parts  of  the  coast  without 
"  re-treating." 

The  trader  as  a  rule  prefers  tobacco  of  a  regular  color,  length,  and 
number  of  leaves  to  the  head.  The  petty  native  trader  always  gives 
attention  to  these  qualities,  as  they  enter  largely  in  the  exchange  or 
barter  for  the  farmer's  raw  products.  In  other  words,  if  a  certain 
class  of  tobacco  has  been  shipped  for  a  considerable  time  to  one  sec- 
tion of  the  coimtry  it  would  not  be  wise  to  ship  another  class  there 
having  a  different  color,  number,  and  length  of  leaves,  as  the  con- 
sumer has  already  become  accustomed  to  the  first  on  the  market. 


NATIONAL  lONINO  CONOBESS  IN  PEBU. 

The  President  of  Peru  has  issued  a  decree  providing  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  national  mining  congress,  to  be  opened  in  July,  1917.  The 
purpose  of  the  congress,  as  stated  in  the  decree  which  appears  in  El 
Peruano  of  October  31,  is  to  define  the  position  of  the  Peruvian  Gov- 
ernment in  the  encouragement  of  the  mining  industry.  To  arrange 
the  program  and  other  details  of  the  congress  the  President  has  ap- 
pointed a  committee  composed  of  the  Director  of  Fomento,  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Board  of  Mining  Engineers,  the  Director  of  the  School 
of  Engineering,  the  President  of  the  National  Society  of  Mining,  and 
the  President  of  the  Society  of  Engineers. 
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IMPBOVEKENTS  DT  THE  POBT  OF  GENOA. 

[Consul  Arthur  C.  Frost,  detailed  as  Tiee  consul,  Genoa,  Italy,  Nor.  30.] 

The  department  of  public  works  has  approved  the  plan  submitted 
by  the  Genoa  Harbor  Board  for  the  following  extensions  to  the 
port  of  Genoa:  (1)  West  as  far  as  Polcevera,  covering  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  great  shipbuilding  plant  of  Ansaldo.  (2)  The  ex- 
tension of  the  Galliera,  or  outer  mole,  by  656  feet.  (3)  The  construc- 
tion, of  two  small  moles  for  insuring  quieter  waters  in  the  port. 

Of  these  improvements,  the  first  only  is  of  great  importance.  Tliis 
further  extension  beyond  the  Basin  Victor  Emanuel  III  (now  under 
construction)  comprises  the  creation  of  a  system  of  smaller  connect- 
ing basins,  of  an  active  commercial  zone,  another  possible  free  port, 
and  large  construction  yards.  The  water  surface,  absolutely  calm, 
thus  added  is  more  than  247  acres.  This  new  territory  may  be 
utilized  as  soon  as  the  outer  defense  wall  is  completed.  The  new 
construction  will  require  ei^t  years,  and  the  estimated  cost  is 
16,(m000  lire  ($3,088,000).  By  this  extension  the  possible  amount 
of  traffic  easily  handled  yearly  in  the  port  of  Genoa  will  be  increased 
to  10,000,000  tons  (in  1915,  7,400,697  tons). 

Plans  are  under  consideration  for  the  building  of  a  large  maritime 
station  for  trans- Atlantic  liners  and  passenger  service. 


SIX  MONTHS'  TRADE  OF  CHITNaEINa  DISTRICT. 

[Consul  M.  S.  Urcrs,  ChuntrUng,  China,  Oct  28.1 

The  trade  of  the  Chungking  district  during  the  current  year  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances.  It  is 
only  during  the  past  few  weeks  that  steamers  have  been  available  for 
passengers  and  cargo  on  both  up  and  down  river  journeys.  Junk 
traffic  is  more  flourishing  during  the  low-water  season ;  in  the  winter 
and  early  spring,  and  at  high  water  comparatively  few  junks  attempt 
the  up-river  service.  Steamers  usually  begin  running  about  May  1 
and  continue  until  about  December  1.  Although  the  steamers  carry 
a  relatively  small  portion  of  the  trade  of  this  port  the  fact  that  Uiey 
did  not  run  until  the  month  of  July  has  had  its  influence  on  the 
volume  of  trade.  The  withdrawal  of  transportation  facilities,  more 
than  any  other  factor,  brought  about  a  marked  decrease  in  the  trade 
of  this  port. 

The  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

Among  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916,  cigarettes, 
foreign  and  Chinese — ^the  latter  made  by  a  foreign  company — show 
a  considerable  increase.  Practically  all  descriptions  of  cottons  showed 
decreases,  the  most  marked  being  m  colored  and  figured  Italians  and 
gray  plain  shirtings;  white  plain  shirtings,  however,  were  distin- 
guished for  their  increase.  Among  foreign  imports  no  other  increases 
are  to  be  noted.  The  importation  of  needles  had  practically  ceased 
owing  to  the  German  supply  having  been  cut  off,  but  diurin^  the 
July-September  quarter  7,250  thousands  were  entered,  which  indi- 
cates that  other  countries  ai:e  b^inning  to  supply  this  article  of  trade. 
Foreign  dyes  are  no  longer  a  customs  retiim,  so  greater  attention  is 
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now  being  paid  to  native  vegetable  dyes  of  which  this  Province  has 
an  abundance  and  a  wide  variety. 

The  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916  generally  showed  a 
decrease,  the  most  marked  exceptions  being  in  vegetable  tallow  and 
wheat.  Medicines  show  an  increase  in  terms  of  gold  dollai-s,  but, 
owing  to  the  different  rates  of  convei-sion  for  the  two  yeai-s,  a  decrease 
is  indicated  in  th^  silver  equivalents.  In  the  July-September  quarter, 
there  was  a  notewoi'thy  increase  in  turmeric,  11,800  hundredweight 
having  been  exported. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  July-September  quarter  a  marked  revival 
of  trade  occurred,  the  September  revenue  collection  of  the  maritime 
customs  being  more  than  double  that  of  August  and  about  $15,000 
(United  States)  more  than  September,  1915.  This  may  be  attributed 
to  increased  transit  pass  fees,  the  availability  of  juUks  for  cargoes, 
and  increased  steamer  tonnage.  The  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  is  comparatively  bright,  although  on  some  of  the  principal  high- 
ways of  commerce  there  is  practically  no  movement  of  trade. 
Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Chungking  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Jan.-Jnne, 
1915. 


Jan.-Junp, 
1916. 


Articles. 


Jan.-JiiDe, 
1915. 


Jan.-June, 
1919. 


IliroBTS. 

rorelgn: 

Braid '.  .value. . 

Cigarettes tliousands. . 

Cloclcs   and  watclios, 

pieces  

Cotton  goods— 
Chinttes  and    plain 

prints pieces.. 

Drilte do.... 

Italians,  plain- 
Fast  b&elc do 

Colored  and  flgoiod, 

pieces  

Sheetings,  grs;',  plain, 

pieces  

Shirtings- 
Gray,  plain. ..pieces.. 
White,  plain... do.... 
Velvets  and  velveteens, 

yards 

Venetians pieces. . 

Yam — 
Indian,    hundred- 
weight   

Japanese,     hundred- 
weight   

Dves,  aniline value. . 

Ciinseng,  American  and 
Jap.ineso,  clarified, 

pound!! 

Kerosene gallons. . 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware, 

value 

Machines,    sewing    and 

knitting pieces. . 

Medicines value. . 

Needles thousands.. 

Soap,  toilet value. . 

Socks,  cotton doiens. . 

Soda   ash,   hundred- 
weight   

Umbrellas pieces.. 


$4,917 
140 

10,043 
4,530 

3,593 

1,846 

10,987 
2,680 

4,769 
2,540 

3,8S1 

750 

48,431 

4,070 

10,183 

1,240 

83,128 
24,288 

24,580 
40,718 

108,672 
H,506 


62,998 

42,112 
n,023 


23,477 
1,054,360 

(5,513 

174 

130,534 

6,000 

88,409 

9,378 

31,857 
45,839 


12,760 
3,773 


35,637 
8,512 


8,704 
236,700 

(3,610 

33 

(9,992 
3,000 

(1,518 
7,n9 


IMPOBTS— continued. 

Chinese: 
Candles,  hundredweight. . 
Cigarettes,    hundred- 

welght  ., 

Cotton- 

Drills pieces. . 

Yam.  .hundredweight. . 
Medicines value. . 

ExroBTS. 

Bristlos. . .  hundredweight. 

Fibers,  hemp do. . . 

Orass  cloth do. . . 

Hides,    cow    and    buflalo 

hundredweight. 

Medicines value. 

Husk .pounds. 

Nutralls..  .hundredweight. 

Rhubarb do. . . 

Silk: 

Raw,  white- 
Steam  filature do. . . 

Another do... 

Raw,  yellow—. 

Steam  filature do. . . 

All  other do... 

Raw,  wild do. . . 

Cocoons,  refu.^ do... 

Skins,  goat  (untanned) 

pieces. 

Tallow,  vegetable,  hundred- 
weight  

Tobacco,     leaf,    hundred- 

weight 

Turmeric .  .hundredweight . 

Wax,  white do, . . 

Wheat do... 

Wool,  sheep's do. . . 


117 

111 

62,312 
105,094 
(08,652 


8,070 
8,664 
6,255 

36,138 
1394,176 

1,157 
12, 159 

7,728 


82 
43 

877 
1,277 

132 
1,343 

1,191,961 

15,703 

1,249 
23,462 
3,878 
6,154 
31,371 


1,067 

127 

10,952 

50,309 

(42,448 


4,381 
8,740 
7,aC6 

18,533 

(458,653 

1,203 

8,486 

3,580 


117 


463 

1,199 
105 


792,332 
32,622 

6,039 
17,421 

2,323 
15,508 
21,782 


25,000 


In  this  report  the  Haikwan  tael  for  1915  is  valued  at  $0,612  United 
States  currency,  and  for  1916,  $0.75. 
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THE  HODEBH  SWISS  WATCH  IHDTrSTBT. 

[CoDBUl  Walter  H.  Scbnlz,  Berne,  Oct.  28.] 

The  Swiss  watch  industry  was  founded  at  Geneva  in  1587  by 
Charles  Cusin,  of  Antun,  Burgundy.  That  it  grew  slowly  there  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  a  century  later  Geneva  had  only  100  watch- 
makers, who  employed  300  assistants.  However,  by  1760  there  were 
800  watchmakers  established  in  that  center,  with»  5,000  to  6,000  em- 
ployees. 

In  the  Jura  Mountains  the  growth  of  the  industry  was  much  more 
rapid ;  it  developed  in  and  about  Neuchatel  following  the  success  of 
Daniel  Jean  Richard  in  making  watches  in  1679,  and  by  1752  the 
number  of  watchmakers  in  the  Jura  Mountains  had  reached  464. 
La  Chaux-de-Fonds,  with  a  population  of  9,678,  in  1840  had  3,109 
watchmakers  and  is  to-day  the  leading  exporter  of  gold  watches  in 
Switzerland.  The  Canton  Berne  enjoys  a  similar  reputation  for 
silver  and  base-metal  watches. 

Beginning  of  the  Factory  System. 

Watchmaking  was  for  hundreds  of  years  a  household  industry  in 
Switzerland ;  it  is  yet  in  many  sections  of  the  country.  The  first  fac- 
tory, that  of  Sandoz  &  Trot,  established  in  Geneva  in  1804,  faUed; 
Messrs.  Humbert  and  Darier  met  with  no  better  success  in  1820.  To 
Vacheron  &  Constantin  at  Geneva  goes  the  credit  of  establishing 
the  first  complete  Swiss  watch  factory  in  1840.  Other  factories  fol- 
lowed, and  in  1842  motors  came  into  use,  superseding  so-called  foot 
power.  Then  came  the  perfecting  of  the  stem  wind  and  later  the 
manufacture  of  watchcases  by  machinery. 

By  1867,  or  25  years  after  Vacheron  &  Constantin's  suocess,  there 
were  in  Switzerland  83  watch  factories  and  63  other  factories  devoted 
to  the  manufacture  of  parts  of  watches.  Thirty-six  of  these  were  in 
Canton  Berne,  employing  4,152  people;  7  at  Neuchatel,  with  729 
workmen ;  18  at  Geneva,  with  700  workmen.  By  1883,  20  per  cent 
of  the  labor  engaged  in  the  Swiss  watch  industry  was  emploved  in 
factories;  to-day  the  percentage  is  placed  at  50.  The  niunber  of 
people  employed  in  Swiss  watch  factories  and  in  the  so-called 
"  home"  industry  in  1915  is  estimated  at  60,000,  but  it  is  claimed  that 
over  300,000  personsj  or  one-twelfth  of  the  total  population  of  the 
Confederation,  are  directly  affected  by  the  industry. 
Industry  How  Highly  Organized. 

Perhaps  no  industry  in  Switzerland  is  to-day  more  highly  organ- 
ized, in  both  a  factory  and  a  labor  sense,  than  is  the  manufacture  of 
watches.  The  workmen  and  factory  owners  have  organizations  for 
their  protection,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  Swiss  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  the  Watch  Industry,  which  has  branches  at  the  principal 
factory  centers — Biel,  La  Chaux-de-Fonds,  Geneva,  and  Neuchatel. 
A  further  feature  of  the  Swiss  watch  industry  is  the  paternal  care 
exercised  by  the  cantonal  governments  and  by  the  manufacturers 
themselves  to  foster  the  industry  in  every  way.  This  has  led  to  the 
establishment  of  special  schools  and  courses  of  study  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  watchmaking.  High-grade  technical  men  have  been  de- 
veloped in  this  manner,  not  to  mention  corps  of  skilled  operatives. 
There  have  also  been  enacted  special  cantonal  laws  safeguarding  trade 
and  factory  marks,  models,  and  patents.   An  assay  office  for  toe  coa- 
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trol  of  the  quality  of  gold  and  silver  Tvatchcases  was  opened  in  1880. 
The  cantonal  observatory  at  Neuchatel,  erected  in  1859,  is  world  fa- 
moos  and  has  played  no  small  part  in  establishing  the  reputation  for 
accuracy  possessed  by  Swiss  timepieces. 

In  order  to  promote  and  assist  the  watch  industry,  the  cantonal  gov- 
ernment of  Berne  has  encouraged  (a)  the  establishment  of  informa- 
tion offices  in  the  principal  watchmaking  centers,  through  which 
manufacturers  are  informed  regarding  the  stocks  of  watches,  ma- 
terials, and  parts  available  and  labor  conditions  in  the  industry;  (6) 
the  establishment  of  a  ^K'l'inanent  exhibition  of  articles  used  in  the 
watch  industry;  (e)  the  preparation  of  statistics  relating  to  the 
watch  industry;  (d)  the  establishment  of  a  watch  manufacturers' 
association,  in  order  lo  regulate  the  production  of  specialities  and  to 
permit  of  the  discussion  of  teclvnical  and  commercial  questions;  (e) 
the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  watch  industry  by  establishing 
protective  tariffs  and  negotiating  commercial  conventions. 

SlstlnctiTC  Features  of  Swiss  Watches. 

Watch  construction  is  much  alike  the  world  over,  and  it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  report  to  deal  with  Swiss  processes  other  than  those 
that  are  claimed  by  some  to  be  distinctive.  Thus  attention  must  be 
called  to  the  discarding  by  the  Swiss  of  the  old  two-plate  system 
(where  the  plates  were  held  together  by  small  pillars)  in  favor  of  a 
method  whereby  the  upper  plate  is  replaced  by  a  double-angled 
U-shaped  stud.  The  studs  are  attached  to  the  lower  plate  in  the 
usual  manner  and  have  the  usual  holes  for  axles  and  shafts.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  fonn  of  construction  greatly  facilitates  repairs. 

Swiss  watches  in  general  fall  into  two  categories,  the  lever  move- 
ment and  the  horizontal  or  so-called  cylinder  movement,  which  char- 
acterizes the  low-grade  Swiss  watch.  The  latter  is  made  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  Soleure  district. 

frioe  Cntting  Kesvlts  from  Demand  for  Cheap  Timepieces. 

Only  a  small  number  of  watch  manufacturers  have  gone  in  for 
the  production  of  war  material  in  this  section.  The  number  so 
engaged  is  less  than  15  per  cent.  Undoubtedly  the  great  demand 
for  clieap  watches  has  prevented  a  larger  number  from  accepting 
lucrative  war  contracts.  While  the  cheap  watch  yields  but  a  small 
profit,  the  large  orders  received  have  nevertheless  enabled  Swiss 
operators  to  keep  their  organizations  intact — an  important  considera- 
tion to  the  manufacturer. 

But  the  increased  output  of  cheap  watches  in  Switzerland  and  the 
absence  of  orders  for  quality  goods  have  not  been  without  their  effect 
upon  the  trade  generally,  ifor  an  era  of  price  cutting  has  resulted, 
and  buyers  are  showing  a  disposition  to  withhold  orders  in  anticipa- 
tion of  further  reductions.  The  entire  subject  is  receiving  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Avatch  syndicate,  and  a  movement  is 
on  foot  to  increase  prices,  especially  for  those  grades  that  are  turned 
out  in  large  quantity,  as  it  is  claimed  that  these  are  being  sold  too 
cheaply.  The  price  of  gold  watches  will  not  be  materially  affected 
if  the  plans  of  the  syndicate  are  carried  out.  Swiss  manufacturers 
also  propose,  it  is  said,  to  assure  for  themselves  in  the  future  more 
favorable  terms  of  payment,  especially  in  the  cheap-watch  trade. 
The  old  practice  of  accepting  payment  in  foreign  moneys  is  to  be 
discoursed  as  mncb.  as  possible. 
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SvltzerUnd's  Oldet  Cii8toiiier8. 

The  part  played  by  the  watch  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  Swiss 
people  since  1893  and  its  importance  as  a  competitor  of  the  American 
watch  the  world  over  are  shown  by  the  following  export  figures : 


Year. 

Watches  and  movements  ex- 
ported. 

Number. 

Value. 

18(8 

4,191,002 
13,81S,<27 
10,019,005 
U,  877, 456 

318, 102, 188 
35,338,495 
33,310,938 
38,385,331 

1913 

1914 

1915 

The  principal  markets  for  Swiss  watches  in  the  order  of  their 
importance  in  1915  are  listed  below : 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

XHOtr- 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

enoe. 

United  Kingdom 

3,111,900 

1,101.845 

761,303 

1,3(8.749 

235.0(0 

128.464 

339,673 

349.678 

471,904 

05,116 

97.50$ 

173.438 

174,718 

148.295 

180,381 

31.238 

69,808 

190.301 

64.640 

31.734 

140.755 

40,7«t 

$4,080,480 

8,360,603 

1130  361 

1, 984.088 

1,901.079 

445. 7M 

1,303  132 

823.403 

548,576 

334.805 

374.818 

394.857 

450.031 

285.699 

297.536 

79,301 

193.334 

308.917 

130,664 

117.133 

167.641 

140,014 

6,298,825 

1,586.075 

1,705.413 

1,342.318 

468,123 

555. 40S 

308  967 

396.625 

507.  M6 

119.383 

127.490 

238.(88 

150,000 

149.831 

137.618 

104. 3S> 

56.661 

101.307 

91,078 

36. 6n 

73,570 

36,730 

$6,418,551 

3.0SO.IH9 

2.933.561 

2.0)3.666 

1,783.174 

1,461.(04 

1,004.936 

1,001  315 

634.589 

438.151 

416.107 

388.486 

315.910 

259.960 

239.067 

333.  M3 

178.083 

178.547 

178.482 

166.091 

107,477 

PerttfO. 
+  Sl.» 

—    9.M 

Austria.'. 

+  87  M 

United  States. 

+    2.48 

Bouia. 

—    8.31 

Prance 

+227.90 

Italy 

—  27.81 

Bnatn , 

-I-  21,74 

IftttUiIiidte 

4-  15.(8 

+  30.99 

+  51.40 

—  29.88 

Ckiiada 

—    9.01 

—  19.65 

Ajistralta .' 

+193.96 

-    7.86 

China 

—  48.31 

Egypt 

+  34.89 

+  41.89 

Dutch  India. 

-  35.89 

Portugal 

-  35.43 

Export  Trade  in  Detail. 

If  Great  Britain  leads  in  the  importation  from  Switzerland  of 
finished  watches,  the  United  States  easily  leads  in  finished  move- 
ments, as  it  imported  696,977,  valued  at  $1,070,745,  from  Swit  erland 
during  1915.  Kussia  was  the  next  largest  customer  for  Swiss  move- 
ments in  1915,  purchasing  253,346  movements,  valued  at  $432,922, 
contrasted  with  91,990  movements,  valued  at  $156,085,  imported  in 
1914.    Russia  is  also  the  best  customer  for  watchcases. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  exact  nature  of  the  Swiss  watch 
trade  with  its  principal  customer  nations,  should  be  of  interest  to 
American  watch  exporters : 


Articles  and  destinations. 

1914 

1915 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Unltad  States ••- 

1,396,749 

500,676 

49,044 

46^221 

508 

11,016 

7n,37S 

$1,984,088 

458,788 
111,677 
366,973 

1,349,104 

538,312 

44,326 

43,120 

87T 

4S 

ti,m,m 

Watches: 

417.6U 

Sliver 

(7,(a 

Gold „ 

341,361 

offier.      I i"iiii;r" 

HW 

ifovefn^nts,  finished 

LOn^TC 

Cases,  finished 

^iCw 
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Artloles  and  destinations. 


ItU 


Namb«r.       Valoe. 


1>15 


Number. 


Value. 


Argentina. 

WateiMs: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

Repeaters,  etc 

Other 

Aostralia. 

Watches: 

BasemetaL 

SUver 

Goki 

Other 

Ifovements,  Qnislied. 

Aostria-tiungary 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

Bepesters,  etc. . . . 

Otlifr 

Uovements,  flnlshed. 

Cans,  aniabed 

British  India 

Watches: 

BasemetaL 

Silver 

Gold 

Other 

Canada ..,-.,. 

Watches: 

Bass  metal. 

Silver 

Gold 

Movements,  Bntabed. 

Cases,  flnldied 

Denmarlc 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

Repeaters,  ete,... 


KepeaU 
Otber.. 


Movements,  OnJabed. 

Frauce 

Watches: 

BassmetaL 

SUver 

Gold 

Repeateis,  etc 

Other 

Movements,  finished . 

Cases,  flnidied 

0«rraan7 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

Repeaters,  etc 

Other 

Uovements,  flnislied. 

Cases,  Qntshed 

Italy 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold. 


Repeaters,  etc.. 
Other.. 


Movements,  finished. 

Cases,  finished ... 

Netherlands 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

*  Repeaters,  etc 

Other 

Cases,  Qoisbed 

Russia 

Watches: 

Baaemtial 

saver 

a«td 


174,71$ 

1«,X» 
23,S11 
8,3S8 
190 
2,351 
31,233 

21,352 
6,337 
3,544 


781,303 

423,89^ 
237,486 

76,648 
1,143 

17,130 


471,904 

403,863 
64,533 
10,401 
3,038 

148,386 

36,138 

3,521 

7U 

iu,as3 


»7,St5 

S1,2S1 
50,461 
6,084 


128,484 

79,901 
23,833 
8,177 
2,097 
8,081 
6,286 


1,101,845 

446,523 

411,578 

110,988 

3,399 

33,753 

95,603 


339,172 

135,325 

142,442 

53,317 

1,200 

4,771 

2,117 


173,438 

70,164 

85,131 

16,013 

135 

2,005 


225,690 

81,9I» 
33,990 
13,935 


$450,032 

154,305 
79,473 

159,660 
7,642 
48,962 
79,301 

38,784 
17,018 
23,409 


2,130,261 

514,843 
575,196 
904,539 
10,479 
100,553 


24,651 
548,577 

317,927 
115,911 
94,6«2 
30,077 
285,708 

23,856 

5,064 

7,408 

319,600 

31,376 

274,848 

42,381 
1(1,814 

73,514 


7,319 


445,734 

138,244 
60,101 

156,143 
X,2a3 
34,879 
17.2TO 
19,792 
3,360,603 

650,824 

1,031,536 

1,215,970 

42,584 

188,631 

117,485 

113,573 

1,392,122 

255,403 

325,025 

679,796 

31,789 

49,644 

3,813 

46,652 

294,857 

58,388 

114,370 

106,693 

3,463 

9,005 

3,938 

1,901,079 

290,644 
163,081 
301,718 


150,020 

113,285 

24,765 

4,918 

116 

6,936 

104,252 

68,785 

38,151 

3,672 

1,047 

2,607 

1, 880, 126 

1,286,593 

288,796 

80,785 

095 

44,493 

4,0tt 

174,718 

607,805 

434,795 

58,6W 

12,008 

3,358 

183,033 

43,363 
10,351 
770 
96,546 
33,303 
127,499 

41,860 

73,410 

8,450 

154 

2,706 

839 

612,933 

389,743 

78,365 

16,457 

4,062 

63,139 

5,718 

57,519 

1,031,013 

1,052,480 

407,970 

67,382 

2,491 

46,880 

8,872 

44,937 

492,632 

141,915 

123,581 

29,041 

766 

10,999 

3,665 

183,665 

230,295 

110,166 

98,664 

16,792 

410 

3,967 

297 

1,587,560 

109,186 
13,416 
11,787 


$315,940 

118,088 
78,526 
91,174 
8,122 
22,030 

233,092 

117,644 
84,296 
22,262 
3,108 
5,782 
2,923,561 

1,387,328 

653,722 

841,749 

4,375 

179,818 

13,783 

43,808 

634,590 

375,960 
134,529 
114,961 
9,140 
a»,960 

36,666 

18,007 

3,373 

.     1S3,6B» 

30,aw 
416,  lor 

51,074 

195,820 

136,638 

3,690 

28,866 

2,431 

1,461,504 

729,314 

369,730 

115,081 

25,356 

200,855 

17,981 

33,173 

3,050,010 

1,134,047 
931,938 
W2,5«B 
20,575 
224,583 
13,394 
22,913 
1,004,936 

249,629 

305,141 

352,459 

11,177 

53,959 

4,792 

27.779 

368,586 

86,500 

137,614 

119,675 

9,038 

13,762 

3,007 

1,883,173 

378,370 
139,584 
373,110 
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Articles  and  destinations. 


19M 


Number. 


Value. 


19U 


Number. 


Bussia— Continued. 
Watches— Continued. 
Repeaters,  etc 

Movements,  flijahed . . 

Cases,  finished 

Spain 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

SUver 

Gold 

Repeaters,  etc 

Cases,  finlsbed .'.° '.'.'.'.'.'. 

Sweden 

Watclies: 

Base  metal 

811  Ter 

Gold 

Repeaters,  etc 

OtbM- 

HoTements,  finished . . 

Oasn,finidied 

United  Kingdem 

Watches: 

Base  metal 

Silver 

Gold 

Repeaters,  etc 

Kovements,  finished.. 
Cases,  finished 


1,173 
%«» 
»I,*M 


3«l,678 

212,845 

88,  ISO 

17,143 

657 

10,884 


•5,116 

38,780 
66,880 
6,<80 


133, 77» 
54,044 
156,085 
812,731 
822,462 

348,561 
201,858 
365,530 
17,650 
86,335 
2,510 
334,804 

47,605 
165, 2U 
81, 33a 


707 

1,700 

353,346 

1,178,428 

395,625 

350,163 
103,450 

10,037 
522 

32,453 


18,328 

I«,8B 

433,933 

630,038 

1,001,216 

2»>,I96 
327,731 
339,435 
14,014 
134,850 


473 
^303 


m,» 

246,705" 
517,141 
304,490 
4,350 
39,090 
100,305 


^444 

8,807 

21,468 

4,080^480 

1,615,801 
800,857 
1,261,490 
43,438 
80,333 
149,457 
30,113 


119,735 

37,308 

70,610 

9,115 

236 

1,130 

SM 

413 

S,  411, 793 

8,841,469 
1,014,306 
304,018 
3,363 
86,639 
148,841 
113,167 


438,151 

68,261 

206,9% 

141,955 

2,456 

13,008 

2,330 

4,343 

6,418,551 

2,884,342 
1,860,436 
l,2U;7a 
36, 330 
149,008 
345,000 
31,615 


It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  foregoing  tiCble  the  "  number  "  total 
does  not  represent  the  full  aumber  of  wa»:hes,  movements,  and  cases 
exported  but  is  merely  the  sum  of  the  items  ffc^en. 
Importo  and  Ezporto  of  Fisiohed  Parti. 

Other  finished  watch  parts,  valued  at  $282,506,  were  imported  and 
$1,850,094  worth  exported  by  the  Swiss  in  1915.  Especially  notice- 
able are  the  imports  from  France  and  the  exports  to  Kussia,  Ger- 
manjr,  and  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  Swiss  watch  trade  is  dependent 
in  considerable  measure  upon  France  for  watch  parts.  These,  in 
normal  times,  are  imported  from  the  Savoie  and  the  Department  of 
the  Doubs.  Since  the  war,  however,  there  has  been  a  serious  inter- 
ruption in  these  supplies — a  situation  that  may  result  in  the  manu- 
facture hereafter  of  many  such  articles  in  Switzerland,  especially 
watch  wheels  and  bolts.  The  Valley  de  la  Brevine  or  Cote  aux  Fees 
is  mentioned  as  the  probable  home  for  this  new  Swiss  project,  but 
its  culmination  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  prices  at  which  the 
Swiss  will  be  able  to  produce  the  articles  required  for  the  watch 
trade. 

Switzerland's  imports  and  exports  of  watch  parts  in  1915  were 
as  follows: 


Countries. 


United  St  ites 

Argentina 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary . 

British  India 

Canada 

Denmark 

Egypt 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 

lapan 

Netherlands 


Imparts     Exports 
from.  to. 


219 


252,324 

38,158 

217 


3192, 
4, 
4, 

'?; 

4, 

5, 

3, 

112, 

195, 

131 

1: 


Countries. 


Norway 

Portu{^ 

Ronmania 

Russia 

SpaiDv 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom. 
Other 


Total,  1915. 

Total,  1914 

Increase  in  1915.. 


Imports    Eniarts 
from.         to. 


81,490 


383,506 
369,335 
33,381 


84,064 
3.  •47 
4,400 

8i9,aa 

J3;4«S 
15,854 
in,iM 

13;  su 


1,850,004 

1,576,476 

273.619 
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Italy  Forging  Ahead  in  Jewel  Trade. 

For  50  years  Switzerland  has  been  supplying  the  watch-jewel  trade 
of  the  world,  and  only  in  recent  years  has  its  supremacy  been 
threatened  by  Italy.  According  to  the  Swiss,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  Italians  will  have  the  entire  market  to  themselves.  The 
Italians  work  much  cheaper,  it  is  claimed.  Jewels  are  from  15  to  20 
per  cent  higher  since  the  war. 

Swiss  imports  and  exports  of  watch  jewels  in  1915  were  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary . 

Britlsli  India 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 


Imports 
Iram. 


$11,348 
483 
13,192 
4,254 
44,894 
94,908 
10,850 
145 


Exports 


uea,sa» 

2,420 
13, 713 

1,214 
41,964 
90,296 
20,005 
14,929 
31,023 


Countries. 


Russia 

United  icingdom.' 
other 


Total,  1915 

Total,  1914 

Increase  in  1915.. 


Imparts 
from. 


tl7,649 
2,044 


199,766 
89,709 
110,057 


Exports 

tj. 


$2,518 
5,987 

17,011 
3,275 


711,974 

046,507 

65,467 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  consisted  largely  of  garnet  bars, 
rubies,  sapphires,  and  diamond  jewel  prints. 

Swift  Crystal  Trade  an  Ontceme  of  the  War. 

The  war  also  greatly  stimulated  the  watch-crystal  trade  of  the 
country;  only  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  have  crystals  been 
manufactured  in  large  quantities  in  Switzerland.  Two  factories  are 
now  occupied  in  the  production  of  watch  crystals,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  the  country  is  nearly  independent  of  foreign  supplies.  War 
prices  are  10  to  15  per  cent  above  normal. 

A  most  gratifying  increase  in  expmts  in  1915  ovw  the  1914  figures 
is  reported  for  these  goods.  Exports  rose  from  $141,890  in  1914  to 
$888,;732  in  1916.  Of  the  latter,  goods  to  the  value  of  $143,982  went 
to  the  United  States  and  $98,041  to  Great  Britain.  The  shares  of 
other  countries  in  the  1915  trade  were : 


Countries. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


Cotmtrles. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


United  States 

Austria- Ilungary . 

British  India 

Canada 

China ,.... 

Egypt 

Franco 

Germany 

Greece 

Italy 

Portugal 


86,862 


1.984 
8,747 
881 
2,204 
6,613 
1,103 
1,763 
13,668 
2,886 


1145, 

3, 
9, 
2, 
3, 
18, 

i; 

20. 
4, 


Rouinania. , 

Russia , 

Spain , 

Sweden , 

United  lOngdom 

Other , 

Total,  1915 

Total,  1914 

Increase  in  1915 


2,425 
14,109 

8,377 

6,070 

60,627 

7,054 


85,078 
31,906 
14,867 
11,374 
98,041 
11,468 


219,352 
8:^964 
131,388 


388,733 
141,800 
246,842 


Of  the  year's  imports  of  wateh  crystals,  amounting  to  204,134 
pounds,  Germany  supplied  196,186  pounds,  Austria-Hungary  4,188, 
France  3,320,  and  Italy  440.  In  1914,  62,611  pounds  of  these  crystab 
were  imported,  an  increase  for  the  year  under  review  of  141,523 
pounds.  The  value  for  1915,  $260,205,  was  $179,142  greater  than 
that  for  1914. 
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AMEBICAN  WATCH  IFDTrSTBY  ASH  TEABE. 

The  46  years  during  which  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  has 
separately  listed  American  watchmaking  establishments  have  wit- 
nessed a  centralization  of  the  industry  and  a  fivefold  expansion  in 
the  value  of  the  output.  In  1869  there  were  in  the  United  States  37 
establishments  making  watches,  watch  parts,  and  watch  movements, 
employing  1,816  wage  earners,  or  an  average  working  staff  of  less 
than  50.  In  1914  there  were  but  15  such  establishments,  yet  they 
employed  12,390  wage  earnei"s,  or  an  average  per  establislunent  of 
825.  In  1869  the  37  establishments  for  wWch  returns  were  made 
used  materials  that  cost  $412,783,  and  their  combined  output  was 
valued  at  $2,819,080;  in  1914  the  15  factories  used  materials  that 
cost  $2,670,000  and  wrought  these  into  watches,  parts,  and  move- 
ments worth  $14,275,000. 

The  half-century's  growth  of  the  American  watch  industry  might 
be  thus  stated': 


Calendar  year. 

Number  of 

estabUsh- 

ments. 

Number  of 

wage 

eamera. 

Wages. 

Cost  of 
materials. 

Value  at 
pndocta. 

Watches: 

1860 

37 
11 
19 
IS 
14 
13 
16 

49 
27 
46 

10 
28 
39 
31 

30 
22 
36 
20 
17 
26 
36 

1,816 
3,346 
6,605 
6880 
10,724 
10,684 
13,390 

703 
1,758 
3,679 
3,907 
4,231 
4,509 
3,514 

322 
324 
647 
^        831 
385 
643 
670 

81,304,304 
1,713,276 

3,686,723 
6,034,400 
6,086,700 
7,534,000 

656,018 
976,041 
1,886,587 
1,034,847 
2,170,507 
3,428,262 
1,938,000 

152,074 
101,050 
258,423 
152,234 
182,475 
387,863 
380,000 

1413,783 
982^234 

3,186,826 
2,870.000 

1,U2,9» 
2,813,922 
5,023,456 
4,S»,647 
4,438,837 
6,034,377 
4,003,000 

244,367 
148,315 
336,388 
105,548 
107,361 
317,742 
343,000 

82,819,080 
8,271,314 
60a^066 
6,8S,6U 
11,866,40) 
11,771,065 
14,275,000 

1879 ..„ 

1889 

J889 

1904 

1909 ,.... 

1914 

Watchcase$ 

1860 

3,333,340 
4,588,314 
8.618,479 

1879 

1889 

1889 

7,783,980 
8,836,664 

1904 

1909 

10,614,854 

1914 

7,831,000 

Watch  and  clock  materials: 

1869 

573,631 

1878 

350,695 

1889 

831,348 

1899 ;.... 

345,347 

1904 

438,602 

1909 

675,298 

1914 

1,015,000 

In  the  above  table  the  item  "  watches  "  comprises  complete  watches, 
watch  parts,  and  watch  movements;  the  "watchcases"  embrace 
gold,  gold-filled,  platinum,  silver,  nickel,  and  brass  cases,  and  a  few 
of  other  metals;  the  "materials"  consist  chiefly  of  balance  staffs, 
springs,  jewels,  other  watch  materials,  and  clock  cases. 

Six  Tears'  Imports  of  Foreign  Watches  and  Farts. 

The  American-made  watch  is  the  popular  timepiece  in  the  United 
States.  In  1914,  as  shown,  the  domestic  production  was  valued  at 
$14,275,000;  that  year's  domestic  exports  totaled  $1,019,000  and  its 
imports  of  foreign  watches  $3,157,000;  that  is  to  say,  of  the  $16,- 
000,000  worth  of  new  watches  that  find  purchasers  annually  in  the 
United  States,  one-fifth  are  of  foreign  manufacture.  Switzerland 
supplies  from  75  to  80  per  cent  of  these  foreign  watches  in  normal 
times ;  last  year  its  share  was  nearly  90  per  cent.  (These  figures  in- 
clude "  parts,"  as  no  official  data  exist  relative  to  the  trade  in  watches 
alone.) 
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However,  for  a  study  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  in 
watches  and  parts  the  figures  for  &cal  years  ended  June  30  better 
serve  the  purpose  at  present  than  do  those  for  calendar  years,  since 
by  using  this  period  statistics  for  the  three  "war"  years  of  1914, 
1915,  and  1916  can  be  contrasted  with  those  for  1911, 1912,  and  1913, 
when  conditions  were  normal.  For  the  six  fiscal  years  named  the 
imports  of  watches  and  parts  into  the  United  States  and  the  countries 
of  origin  were: 


Importedfrom- 


Fiscal  year  ended  June  30— 


1911 


1912 


1913 


1915 


1916 


Austria-Bungsry. . . 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

SwitzerLind 

United  Kingdom... 

Canada 

All  other  couiitries. 


tl 

6, 

lis, 

221, 

62, 

8. 

1,790, 

73, 

1, 

1. 


$923 

4,l»0 

172,417 

240,520 

58,486 

5,514 

1,749,356 

78,819 

1,794 

919 


»5,389 

«9,se9 

4,910 

5,152 

185,148 

185,255 

273,753 

320,903 

57,864 

70,512 

2,849 

1,981 

1,997,300 

2,701.561 

.84,409 

80,941 

1,849 

3,252 

2,213 

1,582 

$19,635 

4,162 

107,567 

$116,617 

220,813 

17.3(8 

151,380 

118,120 

2,978 

513 

2,411,266 

3,oi9,rgo 

115,303 

81,519 

2,379 

737 

4,168 

s,nt 

Total 2,293,679    2,313,677 


a,6U,744     $,386,738    3,039,651 


3,362,7:8 


XecoTeiy  in  Export  Trade. 

The  export  trade  of  the  United  States  in  watches  and  parts  fell 
off  nearly  40  per  cent  in  1915,  as  contrasted  with  1914,  and  was  less 
than  half  the  value  of  the  trade  during  1912,  the  record  year  of  the 
last  six ;  but  1916  witnessed  a  sharp  recovery,  the  value  of  the  exports 
being  67  per  cent  greater  than  in  1916  and  only  20  per  cent  below  "the 
record  year  1912.  Canada  and  the  United  ICingdom  are  the  chief 
buyers,  but  American  watches  and  parts  find  their  way  to  remote 
markets  as  well.  The  distribution  of  the  domestic  exports  during 
the  last  six  years  was: 


Exported  to— 


Fiscal  year  ended  June  30- 


1911 


1913 


1913 


1914 


1915 


1916 


Belgium 

Fnmce 

Germany 

Swittorland 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Panama 

Mexico 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Jamaioa 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Chile 

Uruguay 

British  India 

Japan 

Aastralia 

New  Zealand 

PMIipptnn  Islands 

British  South  Atrioa 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$445 

1,006 

190,395 

10,324 

496.  .')22 

687,013 

4.067 

15,862 

781 

1,701 

3,846 

18,319 

33,946 

11,043 

549 

2,810 

8,480 

a3.S33 

9,633 

3,048 

5,767 

22,780 


$2,725 

880 

177,041 

9,735 

.■>56,94S 

906,759 

789 

10,216 

1.439 

2,040 

1,853 

33,464 

17,555 

17,S«0 

94 

1,052 

69,308 

38.781 

4,684 

2,457 

3,517 

19,486 


$27,353 

759 

185,603 

17,058' 

473,986 

930,194 

772 

,%519 

2,694 

943 

8,094 

43,93S 

8,576 

19,979 

4,364 

4,315 

10,037 

23,209 

4,603 

5,169 

3,811 

13,374 


$3,046 

4,029 

98,921 

3,490 

490,7.->3 

705,111 

1,625 

4,528 

2,857 

1,334 

^,844 

43,720 

6,150 

18,553 

5,867 

56 

8,392 

'34,639 

6,760 

4,813 

2,245 

11,801 


$50 

290 

$12,022 

2,937 

1,110 

488 

363.778 

563,361 

465,558 

834,899 

2,920 

5,113 

464 

3,788 

1,314 

3.080 

2,787 

1,541 

4,814 

6,389 

9,470 

10,820 

3,706 

2,264 

3,410 

8,582 

27 

81 

1.740 

4,393 

2,469 

265 

24.274 

.30,817 

1.313 

11,303 

7,830 

2,866 

1,906 

10,470 

12,309 

2.'i,0:6 

1,560,870 


1.880^677 


1,783,349 


1,460,424 


914,776 


1,524,  C8 
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BBinSH  C0L1IMBIA  ITnOEK  UnmSTST. 

[Monetary  TImca  of  Canada,  Dec.  15.] 

When  the  figures  for  1916  are  compiled  they  will  doubtless  show 
considerable  improvement  in  the  lumber  industry  in  Britii^i  Colum- 
bia. Some  of  the  big  mill  plants  have  been  idle  all  the  year,  but 
every  month  there  is  new  activity.  Increases  in  prices  from  10  to 
20  per  cent  have  taken  place.  Production  of  shingles  has  been  well 
maintained  all  through  the  summer,  when  usually  there  is  a  quiet 
period,  and  prices  to-day  are  higher  than  ever  before.  Prices  are, 
for  instance:  Perfections,  $2.90;  XXXXX,  $2.45;  Eurekas,  $2.70; 
and  XXX,  $2.15.  The  price  of  the  better  grades  of  shingles  is 
almost  $1  more  a  thousand  than  two  years  ago.  This  branch  of  the 
lumber  industrv  has  felt  the  lack  of  labor  more  since  bolts  have 
become  scarce,  but  two  or  three  large  plants  that  had  to  stop  opera- 
tions temporarily  have  resumed  cutting.  Bolts  are  higher  in  price, 
being  $7  to  $7.50  per  cord,  while  cedar  logs  for  shingle  purposes  are 
$12,  also  a  high  figure. 

Shingle  shipments  from  British  Columbia  to  the  United  States  for 
first  nine  months  of  1915  were  879,191,000,  and  in  1916  for  the  cor- 
responding period  890,745,000. 

IiOK  and  Lumber  Prodvctioii. 

Log  production  to  the  end  of  September  amounted  to  734,087,410 
feet,  which  is  45,275,712  feet  more  than  for  the  whole  of  1915.  In 
1914  lojgs  scaled  were  555,891,197  feet;  so  that  the  cut  for  1916  prob- 
ably wUl  be  nearly  double  that  of  two  years  ago.  Even  at  that  tihere 
is  no  surplus  on  the  market,  with  prices  firm  at  ordinary  figures, 
although  cedar  lumber  is  a  record,  being  $16  per  1,000  feet  of  logs. 

The  lumber  producfion  of  British  Columbia  sawmills  in  1912 
reached  902,000,000  feet,  cut  by  coast  mills,  and  360,000,000  fe^  by 
the  manufacturers  in  the  interior.  In  1915  the  cut  was  lower  than 
for  any  of  the  five  previous  years,  being  428,000,000  feet  and 
155,000,000  feet,  respectively.  The  production  in  1916  will  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  any  year  except  1912,  for  many  coast  plants 
that  had  been  idle  were  cutting,  and  almost  every  miU  in  the  interior 
has  been  active. 

The  best  year  of  producti<»i  in  the  lumber  industry,  as  shown  by 
provincial  figures,  was  1913,  when  it  was  $33,650,000.  In  1914  it 
was  $28,680,000,  and  in  1915,  $29,150,000.  In  1916  it  will  be  greater 
than  in  1915. 

Exports  of  Logs  and  Lnmber. 

Exports  of  logs  in  1915  were  106,874,935  feet,  a  large  figure  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  because  the  embargo  on  exports  was 
lifted  in  the  latter  part  of  1914.  Up  to  the  end  of  August  the  exports 
amounted  to  42,168,000  feet.  The  embargo  will  be  replaced  once 
there  is  local  demand  for  what  logs  are  being  cut 

Exports  of  lumber  by  water  were  greater  in  1915  than  for  any  of 
the  five  previous  years,  being  70,000,000  feet.  In  1916  the  amount 
will  not  be  so  large,  but  it  will  nevertheless  be  a  good  average  figure. 
For  the  first  six  months  of  1916  exports  of  lumber  were  18,728,354 
feet,  as  compared  with  20,362,111  feet  in  1915. 
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AHEBICAN  CONSTTLAB  OITICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officere  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  The  consul's  time  is  available  primarily  for  personal 
intejrviews.  He  has  limited  facilities  for  correspondence,  and  except 
in  urgent  cases  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  consulate. 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
venue. 

Address. 

Blake,  Maxwell 

Tangier,  Uaroa» 

La  Qualra,  Venezuela. 

Bordeaux,  Prance 

St.  Stephen,  New 
Brunswick. 

Barmen,  Germany.... 

Swatow,  China 

Riga,  Russia 

Dundee,  Scotland 

Rotterdam,  Nether- 
lands. 

CoIoKne,  Oermanjr. . . . 

Calcutta,  India 

Mar.    1 
Feb.  10 
Jan.    13 
Jan.    17 

Jan.     2 
Jan.   30 
Jan.    34 
Jan.    IS 
...do 

Feb.    1 
Jan.   15 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
2418  Seventh  Street,  Meridian,  Miss. 

BuoklfD,  OC)(n^  A.- 

Department  of  State,  Washlngtoh,  D.  C. 

Dow  Edward  A            .  * . . , 

Do. 

Eager,  George  Ems«iM 

12  Penobmot  Street,  Norwidi,  Conn. 
Deparbnent  of  State,  Washinktoo,  D.  C. 
48  Bavan  Street.  Charleston,  8. 0. 

Jmkfn.i.  Pfflifflas 

"Isltacton,"    Walkerford,    Amherst 

Listoe,  Soren 

Bauar^  Emii 

County,  Va. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Smith,  Jamas  A 

"Do. 

NEW  FACTOBT  LAW  IN  JAPAN. 

{Extract  from  Commercial  Hagoya,  quoted  In  Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  ot 
Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Dec  18.] 

The  new  factory  law  of  Japan,  which  was  to  have  jgone  into  effect 
last  June,  was  finally  put  into  effect  September  1.  Twelve  hours  a 
day  is  the  maximum  number  of  working  hours  provided  for  laborers. 
The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Commerce  and  Industry  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  made  the  following  statement: 

'  The  applfcatlon  of  this  new  factory  law  might  be  termed  a  primary  step 
tloward  solving  the  question  of  female  employment,  aftordlng  better  treatment 
of  laborers,  and  providing  for  them  a  means  of  improving  their  moral  sur- 
roundings and  physical  conditions.  Roughly  speaking,  the  Industries  of  Japan 
are  constituted  largely  of  fiber  Industries — that  Is,  the  majority  of  the  factories 
are  engaged  In  making  or  supplying  materials  for  clothes,  such  as  cotton-yarn 
factories,  spinning  mills,  and  companies  of  a  similar  nature,  which  necessitate 
juvenile  labor.  In  large  factories  alone  in  Japan  there  are  800,000  work  girls 
employed,  and  If  tliose  in  the  smaller  factories  were  Included  the  figures  would 
reach  about  2,000,000.  The  new  factory  law  is  expected  to  lead  to  great  Im- 
provement in  labor  conditions. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEATF  OF  FOBEION  ANB  DOMESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


VISTBICT  OFFICES. 

mw  TOBK:  Boom  400,  Coitomkoue. 

BOSTON:  1801  Cnatoahoaie. 

CHICA60:  S04  Federal  Balldlng. 

BT.  LOtIS:  408  Third  Natloaal  Bank  Balldlag. 

ATLlNTAs  fiSl  Port  Odee  Balldlag. 

KKW  0BLEAM8:  1020  Hlberala  Baak  Balldlag. 

BAN  FBANCBCO:  S07  Costoiahoase. 

SEATTLE:  848  Henry  Balldlag. 


COOPEBiTITE  OFFICES. 

CLETELAND:  Chaaber  of  CoauBtrce. 
CniCTIVNlTI:  Chamber  of  Gemmerce. 
CEVaNNATI:  C,  N.  0.  *  T.  P.  By.  Co. 
LOB  ANGELES :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
PHILADELPHU:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
CHATTANOOOA:  Seatk  Amerieaa  Agent,  Soath- 

era  By.  Oo. 
POBTLAHD,  OBECI.:  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
DATTO!!:  flreater  Daytoa  AHorlatloa. 
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FOSEION  TAASE  OFPOBTXmiTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  its  dia<rl«t  oAcra.  Reqnpst 
(or  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  state  opportaBtty  nirmbor. 
The  Bnreaa  does  not  (arnlsb  credit  ratings  or  assnme  responsibility  as  to  the  standlDg 
of  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases.  Symbols : 
*  Reported  by  American  consular  offleers ;  t  Re|M>rted  by  commercial  attaches  and 
commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 


Agency 23389 

Awnings 23388 

Bags,  paper,  hemp,  lute,  and  flax 23388 

Canvas 23388 

Brushes 23393 

Dyestuffs 23385 

Fibers,  raffla  and  ureno  lobata 23305 

Heels,  rubber 23391 

Machines,  glue 23387 

Machines,  sewing 23386 

Manicuring  sets 23303 

Mills,  cane 23384 


Motors,   rowboat 2338S 

Nett,  hair 23392 

Paper,  wrapping 23388 

Silk,  artiftclal— t 23390 

Shoe  polish 23391 

Sponges,    rubber 2SS93 

Tarpaulins 23388 

Tropical   products 29WS 

Vanilla—- 28^ 


Vessels,  liber . 

Wax 


23395 


23385.* — A  man  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  dyestuffs  for  the  textile  Industry. 
Gash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  or  c.  I.  t.  destination.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Ref- 
erences. 

23386.* — A  company  in  England  Is  in  the  market  for  band  sewing  machines  for 
domestic  use.  Payment  will  be  made  by  three  days'  draft,  accompanletl  by 
shipping  documents.  Quotations  should  be'  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Refer- 
ence. 

28887.* — A  man  in  Venezuela  wishes  to  purclmse  machines  for  making  glue,  as 
a  by-product  of  a  tannery.  Machln^  nre  ilentred  with  a  capacity  of  about 
275  pounds  per  day.  Correspondence  is  preferred  in  Spanish,  but  may  be 
In  EjngUsh. 

23388. t — ^A  merchant  In  France  is  in  the  market  for  paper,  especially  wrapping 
paper  and  payier  bags;  also  awnings.  rni>va.s,  and  tarpaulins.  He  desires 
bags  of  hemp,  ]nte,  flax,  and  paper  suitable  for  coal,  sugar,  etc.  He  also 
desires  the  agency  for  above-raentloned  articles.  Quotations  should  be 
made  c.  i.  f.  French  ports.    Correspondence  may  be  in  EInglish.    References. 

23389.* — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for '  the  sale  of 
motors  for  portable  rowboats.  Correspondence  may  be  in  French  or  Ger- 
man.   References. 

23390.* — An  importer  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  artificial  silk  in  skeins. 
Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Englidi. 
References.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  desti- 
nation. 

23391.t — A  man  in  Spain  Is  desirous  of  obtaining  samples  and  prices  of  shoe 
polish  and  rubber  heels.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

23392.* — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  hair  nets  for  women  in  oil 
colors  and  .shapes.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  European  port.  Cash 
will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or 
German.    References. 

23393.* — ^A  merchant  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  toilet  articles,  such  as 
brushes,  rubber  sponges,  manicuring  sets,  etc.  He  also  wishes  to  arrange 
to  secure  an  agency  proposition.  Payment  will  be  made  on  receipt  of  goods. 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  should  be  hi 
Spanish.    References. 

23394.t — A  man  in  the  British  West  Indies  desires  to  be  placed  in  communica- 
tion with  American  manufacturers  of  small  power  cane  mills  and  fiber 
vessels  of  1  cubic  foot  capacity. 
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